
NEW SOUTH WALES.

YOTES

AND

PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

DURING THE SESSION

1898,
WITH THE VARIOUS DOCUMENTS CONNECTED THEREWITH.

I2Sr THREE "VOIitTIMIES-

VOL. III.

SYDNEY:
WILLIAM APPLEGrATE GULLICK, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, PHILL1P-STREET.



1898.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS.
SESSION 1898.

(IN THREE VOLUMES.)

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

VOL. hi.
Title-page.
Table of Contents.
POSTAL—TELEGRAPHIC—

Postal and Telegraphic Conference—Report of, held in Hobart, March-April, 1898 ...............
POLICE—PRISONS—

Police Department—Report for 1897... ... ... ... ... ••• ••• ••• •••
Charges against Senior-Constable Quelch preferred by Mr. J. R. Dacey, M.L.A. Report of 

Royal Commission... ... ... ... ... ••• ••• ••• •••
Prisons Department—Report for 1897 ... ... ... ••• ••• •••

PUBLIC WORKS—
Report of Department for year ended 30th June, 1897 ... ... ••• ••• •••
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works—Thirteenth General Report ... ...
Summary of Special Works carried out by Day-labour from 2nd August, 1894, to 14th June, 

' 1898 ............... .............................................................................. ....................................
Statement showing ordinary Day-labour continuously employed by Department ... ...

1

107

117
401

465
585

723
725

HARBOURS—
Proposed Works at Tweed River—Report from Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public

Works ... ... ... ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ‘ •• "•
Proposed Works at Macleay River—Report from Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public

AVorks ................................................... ................................................................ ; •
Proposed Works at Manning River—Report from Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public

AVorks ... ... ... ... ■■■ ••• ••• ••• •••
Proposed Works at Bellinger River—Report from Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public

AVorks ... ... ... ... ... ••• ••• •••
Proposed AVorks at Hastings River—Report from Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public

Works ... ... ... ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ”•
Proposed Works at Nambucca River—Report from Parliamentary Standing Committee on

Public Works ... ... ... ... •••

727

811

899

967

1059

1125

MUNICIPAL—
Corporation of the City of Sydney—Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for 1897 ...............
Borough Council of Rookwood—Petition from John Groves, Ex-Auditor, respecting Ins 

position when Auditor ... ... ... ... • • • • • • ' • • • • • • • ■ • • ■ •
Borough Council of Rookwood—Petition from Ratepayers respecting alleged evasions of the 

Municipalities Act, 1897 ... ... ... ... , ••• ••• ••• ••• •••
132 (c)

1181

1185

1187



2

PUBLIC HEALTH—
Leprosy—Eeport for 1896 ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS—
Aborigines—Eeport for 1897 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .
Coast Hospital, Little Bay—Eeport for 1896 ... ... ... ... ... ...

Do do do 1897 ................................................................
Home-teaching Society for the Blind, Strathfield—Eeport of Eoyal Commission ... 
Methods of Carrying on Government Charitable Institutions—Part I, Blind, Deaf, and Dumb 

Eeport of Eoyal Commission ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
State Children’s Belief Board—Eeport for year ended 5th April, 1898 .....................................

MISCELLANEOUS—
Pactories and Shops Act—Eeport on working of during 1897 ... ... ... ... .
Friendly Societies and Trade Unions—Eeport for 1896 .............................................................
Fire Brigades Board, Sydney—Eeport for 1897 .........................................................................
Pharmacy Board—Eeport from 1st July to 31st December, 1897.................................................
Hay Irrigation Trust—Statement of Eeceipts and Expenditure for 1897 .........................

PAGE.
1189

. 1193 
. 1207 
. 1215 
. 1227

. 1245 
. 1341

. 1371 

. 1413 
, 1419 

1459 
1461



189S.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.
*

INDEX
TO THE

YOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
AND

PAPERS LAID UPON THE TABLE

DUEING- THE SESSION

OP

1898.
(Opened, 21st June, 1898; Prorogued, 8th July, 1898.)

EEFEEENCES TO THE YOTES AND PEOCEEDING-S, TOL. I—17TH PARLIAMENT—SESSION 1898. PAPERS ORDERED TO 
BE PRINTED.

YOL. PAGE.

A
ABATTOIES

Glebe Island:—
Additional Order and Regulation under Act 14 Yictoria No. 36, for control of, laid on Table, 47 

ABORIGINES
Report of Board for 1897, laid on Table, 34 .........................................................................................

ADDRESSES
Alphabetical Register of, and Orders—Sessional Paper ......................................................................

In beply to Governoe’s Opening Speech :—
Committee appointed to prepare, and Address brought up and read by Clerk, 6 ; motion made 

(Mr. Rigg) for adoption, and amendment mored (Mr. Lyne) to add paragraph, and Debate 
adjourned (to take precedence), 6; Debate resumed and adjourned (to take precedence), 10; 
amendment negatived, and motion agreed to, 12-13 ; Reply to Address, 15. 

ADJOURNMENT
Of the House :— '

Motion made for, and passed, 7, 13, 35, 59, 68.
By Clerk, in absence of Mr. Speaker and Mr. Deputy-Speaker, 43.

Motion made poe, under 49th Standing- Ohdee, and Negatived:—
Relief to the Aged and Poor (Mr. Haynes), 48.

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (See also “ GAOLS 
I Disteict Courts Act op 1858 :—

Annual Returns under 103rd Section, laid on Table, 25.
Convictions under Licensing Act :—

Return (in part) to an Order (Session 1891-2), laid on Table, 25.
Rules op the Supreme Court :—

In Equity Jurisdiction, laid on Table, 26 (3).
* In Divorce Jurisdiction, laid on Table, 64.

AGRICULTURE —*
Report on Agriculture and Forestry for 1897, laid on Table, 25..........................................................
Minute of the Executive Council authorising transfer of amount from “ Prospecting Yote” to 

supplement Yote for, laid on Table, 9, 37.
ALPHABETICAL REGISTER OF ADDRESSES AND ORDERS :—

Sessional Paper ..................................................................... ......... ........................
’ ALPHABETICAL REGISTERS OF BILLS:— ........... '

Sessional Paper ...................................................................................... ................. ........
APPROPRIATION BILL:— " .....

Assent to (Session 1897) reported, 2.
131—A
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EHFERSN0E3 TO THE TOTES AND TEOCEBDINGS, TOL. I—17TH FAELIAMENT—SESSION 1898. PAPEES OBDEBED TO 
BE PBINTED.

ARDG-L-EN (See “RAILWAYS”) 
ARTESIAN WELLS BILL

TOL. PAGE.

Assent to (Session 1897) reported, 4.
Regulations under Act, laid on Table, 25.

ASHTON, TAMES, ESQUIRE, M.P.
Appointed a Temporary Chairman of Committees, 9.

ASSEMBLY (See also “ ADJOURNMENT ”; also “ CHAIRMAN OE COMMITTEES”- also 
“SPEAKER”) ■ ’
Opening of the Session, 1.
Usher of the Black Rod delivers Message, 2.
1’ro forma Bill, 4.
Members sworn, X (-).
Governor’s Opening Speech, 4 ; Address in Raply, 6, 10, 13 ; Reply to Address, 15.
Elections and Qualifications Committee, 10, 37.
Sittings after Midnight, 10, 13, 29.
Standing Orders Suspended, 28, 41 (urgency), 4S (urgency), 67.
Votes and Proceedings, Nos. 1 to 9.........................................................................................................U
Weekly Report of Divisions in Committee, No. 1...............................................................................  p ■
Reports from Printing Committee, Nos. 1 to 3 ......................................................................................
Proclamation jororoguing Parliament ......................................................................................................
Proclamation dissolving Parliament ..............................................................................................

Sessional Papehs :— ..............................
Business undisposed of at close of Session ......................................................................................... ^ 1
Attendances of Members in Divisions and Counts Out ......................................................................
Business of the Session ................................................................................................................. !!.!!. " i
Alphabetical Register of Bills ..............................................................................................................
Alphabetical Registers of Addresses and Orders .................. .'.............................................................
Standing and Select Committees appointed during Session ..................................

ASSENT TO BILLS (See “ MESSAGES.”) ......................  }
AUCTIONEERS’ LICENSING BILL:—

X
83

91-101
69
71

73
79
81
85
87
89

Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 
(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°. 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 56-7.

AUDIT BILL:—
Standing Orders suspended- (urgency), 48 ; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 

(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 49. ’

AUDITOR-GENERAL
Public Accounts :— f

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure of the Consolidated Revenue Eund for vear ended 30th!
Juno, 1897, laid on Table, 9............................................................ " V

AUSTRALASIAN EEDERAL CONVENTION ..............................
Proceedings of Second Session, held at Sydney, September, 1897, laid on Table, 40 ..................... I
Official Record of the Debates, Second Session, held at Sydney, September, 1897, laid on Table, 40. | 
Proceedings of Third Session, held at Melbourne, January to March, 1898, laid on Table, 40.’..... j 
Official Record of the Debates of Third Session, held at Melbourne, January to March, 1898 laid J 

on Table, 40. j > ,
AUSTRALASIAN EEDERATION ENABLING ACTS, 1895-1897 .

Regulations under, laid on Table, 26.

645

111

333

BANKS AND BANK HOLIDAYS BILL
• Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 

(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 51.

BANK LIABILITIES AND ASSETS:—
General Abstracts of, for Quarter ended 31st December, 1897, laid on Table, 27.

Do do 31st March, 1898, laid on Table, 27.
BANKING, LAND, BUILDING, AND INVESTMENT COMPANIES :—

General Abstracts of Liabilities and Assets for Quarter ended 31st December, 1897, laid on Table 
27.

General Abstracts of Liabilities and Assets for Quarter ended 31st March, 1898, laid on Table, 27 
BANKRUPTCY BILL :—

Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48 ; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 
(Mr. Gould), road lu, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 57.

BELLINGER RIVER (SeeHARBOURS ”).
BILLABONG LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”).
BILLS:—•

Alphabetical Registers of—Sessional Paper ............................. ............................................................
Assent to, reported, of last Session, 2 (“), 3 (°), 4 (i).
Message from Council requesting Assembly to proceed with, under 296th Standing Order, 7.
Of last Session proceeded with under the 409th Standing Order, 10, 25 (•).
Message to Council requesting Bills of last Session to be proceeded with, 29, 34.
Passed through all stages in one day as a matter of urgency, 48 (25).
Amendments of Council considered as matter of urgency, 67.
Standing Orders suspended, 28, 41, 48, 67. ~ ’

BILLS OE SALE BILL: —
Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 

(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 61.

BLACK ROD :—
Usher of, delivers Message from Governor, 2.

BLIND AND DEAE AND DUMB :—
Report of Royal Commission on Government Institutions for, laid on Table, 34...... ....................

BLIND INSTITUTION, STRATHETELD :—
Report of Royal Commission of Inquiry, laid on Table, 26.............................................

BLOOMFIELD (See “ RAILWAYS ”). ‘ ............
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BBFERENCES TO THK TOTES AND PEOCEEDING-S, VOL. I—17TH PARLIAMENT—SESSION I? PAPERS ORDERED TO
BE PRINTED.

Lane Core, 26. 
"Vaucluse, 26. 
Newcastle, 26. 
Junee, 26. 
Concord, 26. 
Penrith, 26. 
Bourke, 26. 
Canterbury, 26. 
Murrurundi, 26.

Ballina, 27.

Nyngan, 26. 
Ballma, 26. 
Batliurst, 26. 
Strathfield, 26. 
Dungog, 26. 
Dubho, 26. 
J^amilton, 26. 
Nnrrandora, 35. 
Cobar, 35.

Yass, 27.

B
BOTANIC GARDENS AND DOMAINS

Report for 1897, laid on Table, 34 ..........................................................................................................
Minute of Executive Council transferring amount from Yote, “ Nursery Garden, Campbelltown/3 

to supplement Yote for Botanic Gardens, 37.
BREWARRINA (See “RAILWAYS”).
BRIDGES (See “ GLEBE ISLAND BRIDGE BILL”)

COALBAGGTE CREEK :—
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 27.

Macleay River at Kempsey :— '
Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 27.

BROKEN HILL TRADES HALL SITE BILL: —
Motion made (Mr. Cann) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 12 ; read 2°, committed 

reported with an amendment, report adopted, 59 ; read H°, passed, and sent to Council, 66-7. 
BUILDING AND INVESTMENT SOCIETIES (See “FINANCE”).
BUSINESS :—

Undisposed of at close of Session—Sessional Paper............................................................................. }
Of the Session—Sessional Paper.............................................................................................................. j'
Fixed for a future day to take precedence of all other business, 6, 10 
Days of Meeting of House (Sessional Order), 12.
Precedence of Business (Sessional Order), 12.
Government Business takes precedence at 7 o’clock, 28.

BURRA BURRA LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”).
BY-LAWS -

Laid on Table :—
Municipalities Act:—

Central Ulawarra, 26.
Newcastle, 26.
Jambcroo, 26.
Petersham, 26.
Ermington and Rydalmere, 26.
Adamstown, 26.
AYallendbcen, 26.
Enfield, 26.
Burwood, 26. •

Nuisances Prevention Act:—
Burwood, 27.

Newcastle Paving and Public Vehicles Regulation Act, 26.
Sydney Hospital, 26.
Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Acts, 27, 64 (2).
MetropolitanDrainage, Willoughby Falls. CareeniugCovc, and Neutral Bay Storm-water Drains, 27 
Hunter District Water Supply and Sewerage Acts, 27.
Public Vehicles Regulation Act, 1873, 35.
University of Sydney, 40.

BYROCK: (Seo*ct RAILWAYS ”).
C

CANN, JOHN HENRY, ESQUIRE, M.P.
Appointed a Temporary Chairman of Committees, 9.

CAREENING COVE (See “DRAINAGE”).
CATTLE-DRIVING BILL:—

Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 
(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, Committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 55.

CEMETERIES,
PrBLIC, AT WlNTON : —

Notification of resumntion of land, under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on 
Table, 11. ‘

CHAIRMAN OE COMMITTEES 
Mr. McCourt elected, 10.
Takes Chair in the unavoidable absence of Speaker, 11, 45, 61.
Temporary Chairmen appointed by Speaker, 9.
Commission to, as Deputy Speaker, to administer Oath of Allegiance, 15.
Clerk adjourns House in absence of Speaker and Deputy Speaker, 43.

CHARGES MADE BY MR. LEVIEN, M.P., AGAINST MR. SLEATH, M.P., AND MR 
FERGUSON, M.P. (See also “ PRIVILEGE ’*>

The Honorable Member for Wilcannia (Mr. Sleath) called attention to certain charges made by 
Mr. Levieri, and requested the Government to appoint a Royal Commission to investigate the 
charges ; Mr. Lcvicn being heard, he implicated both Mr. Sleath and Mr. Ferguson, the 
Honorable Member for Sturt, on which the Premier promised to appoint a Royal Commission 
as requested, 13.

Report of Royal Commission, laid on Table, 64.....................................................................................
On motion (Mr. Rtia), read by Clerk, 64.
Mr. Levien made personal explanation, 68.
Motion made (Mr. Heid), that House considers the Hon. Members, Messrs. Sleath and Ferguson, 

are exonerated from the charges made against them, and that portion of the speech of Mr 
Levien relating to such charges be expunged from the ofiiciil report of the debates; Mr. 
Sleath addressed the House, 68.

CHURCH AND SCHOOL LANDS ACT, 1897:— .
Forms and Regulations, laid on Table. 11.

CITY AND NORTH SYDNEY RAILWAY BILL : —
Motion made (Mr. JParJces) for leave to proceed with, under the 409th Standing Order, 25.

CITY AND NORTH SYDNEY TUNNEL-ROADWAY BILL
Motion made (Mr. Parses) for leave to proceed with, under the 409th Standing Order, 25.

CIVIL SERVICE (See also “PUBLIC SERVICE ”)
The Civil Sebvice :— ‘ ‘

Return to Order (Session 1897), laid on Table, 27.
Actuarial Report on condition of the Superannuation Account on 31st December, 1897, laid on

Table, 64 ..................................................................................
Claims fob Gratuities under the Public Service Act :—

Return to Order (Session 1897), laid on Table, 40......................
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IV INDEX.

EEFEEENCES TO THE TOTES AND PBOCEEDINOS, YOL. I—17TH PAELIAMENT—SESSION 1898. PAPERS ORDERED TO 
BE PRINTED.

C
CLERK OP ASSEMBLY:—

Beads Proclamation on Opening of Parliament, 1. *
Informs House of unavoidable absence of Speaker, II, 45, Gl.
Swears Members of Elections and Qualifications Committee, 37.
Adjourns House in the absence of Speaker and Deputy Speaker, 43.
Beads Beport of Boyal Commission on charges made by Mr. Levien against Messrs. Sleath and 

Ferguson, Ms.P., 64.
COALBAGOIE CREEK (See “BRIDGES”).
COAST HOSPITAL (See “ HOSPITALS”).
COLL ABEND ABRI (See “RAILWAYS”).
COLLINS, CHARLES. ESQUIRE •

Death of, while Member for Narrabri, reported, 1; issue and return of writ,'and election of Hugh 
Ross, Esquire, reported, and Mr. Boss sworn, 1.

COMMISSIONS :—
Deputy Speaker’s, to administer Oathjof Allegiance, 15.

Royal :—

TOL.

Report on Institution for Blind, Strathfield, laid on Table, 26 ..........................................................
Report on charges against Senior-constable Quelch, laid on Table, 26 ..............................................
Report on Deaf, Dumb, and Blind Institutions, laid on Table, 34......................................................
Report on Charges made by Mr. Levien against Messrs. Sleath and Eerguson, Ms.P., laid on Tabic G4 

COMMITTEES (See also “CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES”):— 5
Standing and Select, appointed during Session—Sessional Paper ......................................................

Goykrnor’s Opening Speech :— ...........
Appointed to prepare Address in Reply, and report brought up, G.

Elections and Qualifications :—
Speaker’s Warrant appointing, laid on Table, 10; Maturity reported, 37; Members sworn, 37 (3). 

Of the Whole :— ’ *'

Resolutions reported, 41, 42.
Resolutions agreed to, 41, 42.
Motion to go into, negatived, 59.

Supply:—
Motion made {M.r. Heid) for House to go into Committee, 13.
House in Committee (Financial Statement) y 29.
Resolution reported, 29.
Resolution agreed to, 30.
Order of the Day postponed, 35, 58.

Ways and Means :—
Motion made (Mr. Heid) for House to go into Committee, 13.
House in Committee, 30.
Resolution reported, 30.
Resolution agreed to, 30.
Order of the Day postponed, 35, 58.

Standing Orders :—
Sessional Order appointing, passed, 29.

Refreshment :— * •
Sessional Order appointing, passed, 29.

Library :—
Sessional Order appointing, passed, 29.

Printing :—
Sessional Order appointing, passed, 29.
Leave given to sit during sitting of House, 48.
Reports 1 to 3 brought up, 40, 58, 68..................................................

COMMONS REGULATION BILL ..........................................

j 3

1

1

1

Standing Orders suspended (urgeney), 48; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 
(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendaient, report adopted, read 3° 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 53. ’

COMPANIES (Seo “JOINT STOCK COMPANIES ARRANGEMENT (CONTINUATION) 
BIEL ”).

CONDITIONAL LEASES (See “CROWN LANDS”).
CONDITIONAL PURCHASES (See “CROWN LANDS”).
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL:—

Message from Governor, 12; Standing Orders suspended, 28; Ordered (Mr. I?e?d), founded on 
resolution of Ways and Means (No. 1), presented, read 1°, 2'’, committed, reported without 
amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 30; returned without 
amendment, 41; assent reported, 45.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND (MUNICIPAL GRANT) BILL:— '
Assent to (Session 1897) reported, 3.

CONVEYANCING AND LAW OF PROPERTY BILL
Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48; received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 

(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted read 3° 
passed, and returned to Council, 54. ’ ’

COOK’S RIVER, TEMPE
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Worts Act, for improvement of laid on 

Table, 26. ’
COOLAMAN (See “RAILWAYS”).
COONAMBLE (See “RAILWAYS”).
COOTAMUNDRA (See “WATER SUPPLY”).
CORAMBA (See “POLICE”).
CORONERS’ BILL:— .

Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48 ; received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 
(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted read 3° 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 50-51. * ’

CORPORATION OP THE CITY OE SYDNEY :—
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for 1897, laid on Table, 26

COUNTS OUT (See also “ NO QUORUM ”) :— .................................................
Attendance of Members in Divisions and—Sessional Paner 

COURT-HOUSE, TAMWORTH:— ..................................................................
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, for additions, laid on Table 

CROPS (See "LIENS ON CROPS AND WOOL AND STOCK MORTGAGES BILL”)

3
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BBTEBEyCES TO THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, VOI. I — 17TH PARLIAMENT—SESSION 1898. PAPERS ORDERED TO
BE PRINTED.

C

TOL. PAGE.

CROWN LANDS (See “ REAL PROPERTY (CROWN LANDS) BILL ”)
Report of Department for 1897, laid on Table, 26 ............................................................................ 2

Dedication op Certain Land undee the 105tb Section op Act :— •
Gazette Notices, laid on Table, 11, 34.

Dedicated to Public Purposes :—
Abstract of, laid on Table, 11.

Alterations and Cancellation op Designs for Cities, Towns, and Villages :—
Abstract of, laid on Table, 11, 47.

Sites por Cities, Towns, and Villages :—
Abstract of, laid on Table, 11, 47.

Preservation of Water Supply and other Public Purposes:—
Abstract of, laid on Table, 11, 47. .

Ownership op Trundle Daai :— '
Return to Order (Session 1897), laid on Table, 26. ,

Acts :— ■
Amended Regulations Nos. 76, 251, 252, 253, 257, 258, 213, and Amended Eorms 23, 24, 68, 51;

also Regulations and Forms under the Church and Schools Lands Act, 1897, laid on Table, 11. 
Notification under Act of 1895 that Conditional Purchase and Conditional Lease shall not he 

voidable, 12. .
Survey op Lands:—

Minute of Executive Council transferring amount from Vote “Land Agents, Appraisers, &c.,” to 
supplement Vote for, laid on Table, 45.

Notifications op withdrawal op Land prom Lease under Act op 1895 for Settlement 
by other Holdings :—

From Burra Burra leasehold area, laid on Table, 12.
From Werai leasehold area, laid on Table, 12.
From Ganmain leasehold area, laid on Table, 12.
From Eooba leasehold area, laid on Table, 12.
From Tubbo leasehold area, laid on Table, 34.

' From Billahong leasehold area, laid on Table, 35.
From Mungary West leasehold area, laid on Table, 47. ■
From Mimosa leasehold area, laid on Table, 47.

CROWN LANDS BILL
Motion made (Mr. Carruthers) for Message to Council requesting Council to proceed with, under 

the 295th Standing Order, 34; motion made (Mr. Carrulkers), as matter of urgency, that 
Message from Council insisting on its amendments be considered on same day as received, and 
standing Orders suspended, 67 ; Assembly insists on its disagreements to Council’s amend
ments, and requests a Free Conference, and appoints Managers, 67.CUSTOMS pi s .

Return respecting Excise Revenue and, received during 1892 and 1893, laid on Table, 47.

1257

D
DAY LABOUR

Summary of special works carried out by Works Department, from 2nd August, 1894, to
14th June, 1898, laid on Table, 27 .............................................................................................-

Statement showing ordinary, continuously employed bv Works Department, laid on Table, 27 
DEAF AND DUMB AND BLIND (See “ BLIND AND DEAF AND DUMB 
DEBATES, OFFICIAL

Portions of Speech of Member expunged from Report, 68.
DEDICATION (See “ CROWN LANDS ”). ■
DENIZATION (See “NATURALIZATION AND DENIZATION BILL”).
DENTISTS BILLJ '

Message from Council requesting Assembly to proceed with, under 296th Standing Order. 7. 
DEPUTY SPEAKER (See “SPEAKER”).
DESIGNS FOR CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES (See “CROWN LANDS”).
DESPATCHES1 

Laid on Table :—
Extradition and Fugitive Offenders, 25.

DISORDER
The Hon. Member for Fitzroy, Mr. Norton,'baring interjected certain disorderly words, was, by 

direction of Mr. Speaker, removed from Chamber, 13.
DISTRICT COURTS ACT OF 1858

Annual Returns under 103rd section, laid on Table. 25.
DIVISIONS

Attendance of Members in, and Counts Out—Sessional Paper .....................................................
In the House.

Address in Reply to Governor’s Opening Speech, 6, 13.
Port Kembla Harbour Bill, 34.
Freetrade and Protection Referendum Bill, 42.
Sunday Trading Bill, 59.

In Committee op the Whole :—
Weekly Report of, No. 1 ................................................................................. ...................................
Parliamentary Elections (Polling) Bill (Resolution) 'H....................................................................

DIVORCE (See “SUPREME COURT”)
DRAINAGE

Johnstone’s Bay Storm-water Sewers :—
Notification of resumption of land under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 27.

Willoughby Falls, Careening Cove, and Neutral Bay Storm-water —
Metropolitan By-laws, laid on Table, 27.

Euroka Creee Storm-water Channel 
Additional Bv-law, laid on Table, 64.

DURAL (See “RAILWAYS”).
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VI INDEX.

DEFERENCES TO THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, VOL. I—17TH PARLIAMENT-—SESSION 1898. PAPERS ORDERED TO
BE PRINTED.

E YOL. PAGB.

EDUCATION:—
Eeport of the Minister of Public Instruction for 1897, laid on Table, 40..........,...,......................... '

National Art Gallery:—
Report of Trustees for 1897, laid on Table, 40 ................ ....................................................................

Public Library
Report of Trustees for 1897, laid on Table, 40 ......................................................................................

University op Sydney:—
Report of, for 1897, laid on Table, 40......................................................................................................  1
By-laws, laid on Table, 40.

Sydney Grammar School :—
Report of, for 1897, laid on Table, 40.............................

Nautical School Ship “ Sobraon ” :—
Report for year ended 30 April, 1898, laid on Table, 40 

Land por Public School Purposes :— J
Notification of resumption, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 40. 

Public Instruction Act :—
Regulations under, laid on Table, 40.

ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS (See “ ELECTORAL”).
ELECTORAL (See also “PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS (POLLING) BILL”).

Narrabri :—
Death of Charles Collins, Esquire, issue and return of Writ and Election of Hugh Ross, Esquire, 

reported, 1; Mr. Ross sworn, 1; proclamation validating Election reported, 1. 
Sydney-Fitzroy Division :■—

Deatli of John McElhone, Esquire, issue and return of Writ and Election of John Norton, 
Esquire, reported, 1; Mr. Norton sworn, 1. *

Elections and Qualifications Committee :—
Speaker’s Warrant laid on Table, 10; maturity reported, 37 ; Members sworn, 37 (*).

EUROKA CREEK (See “ DRAINAGE”) i > > > 11
EVIDENCE BILL:—

Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion (Mr. 
Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, 
and returned to Council without amendment, 52.

EVIDENCE (PENALTIES) BILL:—
Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion (Mr. 

Gould), read 1&, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, 
and returned to Council without amendment. 52. *

EXCISE:—
Return of Customs Revenue and, during 1892 and 1893, laid on Table, 47.

EXPORT BOARD :—
Minute of the Executive Council transferring amount from the Prospecting Vote to supplement 

A'bte for, laid on Table, 9. e h et
EXTRADITION (See “DESPATCHES”).

1

995

1121

1123

1107

1119

1133

P
FEDERATION (See “ AUSTRALASIAN FEDERAL 'CONVENTION ”).
FERGUSON, WILLIAM JOHN, ESQ., M.P. (See “PRIVILEGE:” also “CHARGES MADE 

BY MR. LEVIEN, M.P., AGAINST MR. SLEATH, M.P., AND MR. FERGUSON, M.P.). 
FINANCE (See also “ LOAN BILL ”; also “ APPROPRIATION BILL also “ CONSOLIDATED 

REVENUE FUND (MUNICIPAL GRANT) BILL also “ CONSOLIDATED REVENUE 
FUND BILL”):—

Receipts and Expenditure of the Consolidated Revenue (Public Accounts) :—
Colonial Treasurers Statement for year ended 30 June, 1897, together with Auditor-General’s

Report thereon, laid on Table, 9 ......................................................................................................
Minutes of the Executive Council :— ........ "

Speaker lays on Table copy of, authorising transfer of amounts from one head of Service to supple
ment other Votes, 9 (14), 37 (J), 45 (2).

Vote of Credit:—
Message from Governor, 12.

Customs and Excise Revenue :—
Return respecting, during 1892 and 1S93, laid on Table, 47.

Land and Income Tax Revenue :—
Return respecting, during 1896 and 1897, laid on Table, 47..................................................................

Supply :—
Motion made (Mr. Held) for House to go into Committer, 13,
House in Committee (Financial Statement), 29.
Resolution reported, 29.
Resolution agreed to, 30.
Order of Day the postponed, 35, 58.

Ways and Means :—
Motion made (Mr. Reid) for House to go into Committee, 13.
House in Committee, 30.
Resolution reported, 30.
Resolution agreed to, 30.
Order of the Day postponed, 35, 58.

Corporation of the City of Sydney :—
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for 1897, laid on Tabic, 2G 

Treasurer’s Advance Account :—
Statement of payments for November, 1897, laid on Table, 27 ............

Do December, 1897, laid on Table, 27................
1,0 January, 189S, laid on Table, 27 ...............
Do February, 1898, laid on Table, 27................
Do March, 1898, laid on Table, 27....................
Do A pril, 1898, laid on Table, 27........................
Do May, 1898, laid on Table, 27........................

1
I
I
r

J
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1
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1
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FINANCE {continued) :—y
Bank Liabilities and Assets :—

General Abstracts, for quarter ended 31st December, 1897, laid on Table, 27.
Do do 31st March, 1898, laid on Table, 27.

Banking, Land, Building, and Investment Companies :— .
General Abstracts of Liabilities and Assets for quarter ended 31st December, 1897, laid on Table, 27 

Do do 31st March, 1898, laid on Table, 28.
Trust Monets Deposit Accounts :—

Statement from 1st April, 1897, to 31st March, 1898, laid on Table, 28.
FIRE BRIGADES -

GOULBUEN :—
Twelfth Annual Report, laid on Table, 26.

Wollongong :—
Report of Board for 1897-8, laid on Table, 26. '

Sydney :—
Report of Board for 1897, laid on Table, 35 ...................................... ...................................................

FISHERIES :—
Report for 1897, laid on Table, 26 ..........................................................................................................
Regulations under Act, laid on Table, 26.

Inspecto'e’s Residence, Tuggeeah Lake :—
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 27.

Teawling Opeeations on the Coast op New South Wales :—
Report by Mr. Frank Farnell, M.P., together with Scientific Report on the Fishes, by Edgar R.

Waite, F.L.S., laid on Table, 64 ......................................................................................................
FORBES (See “RAILWAYS”).
EORESTRY (See “AGRICULTURE”).
FREE CONFERENCE:—

Requested by Legislative Assembly on Amendments in the Crown Lands Bill, 67.
Message from Council regretting that it is not practicable, at this late period of the Session, to hold 

a Conference, 68.
FREE-TRADE AND PROTECTION REFERENDUM BILL_

Message from Governor, 28 ; motion made (Mr. Reid) for Committee of the Whole, 35 ; House 
in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 41-2 ; Order of the Day 
postponed, 58.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES AND TRADES UNIONS
Report of Registrar for 1896, laid on Table, 26......................... ................................... ........................

FUGITIVE OFFENDERS:—
Despatch respecting, laid on Table, 25.

3

2

2

3

1419

1

25

1413

G
GANMAIN LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”).
GAOLS:—

Report of Prisons Department for 1897, laid on Table, 26 .................................. ............................... 3
Additional and Amended Regulations, laid on Table, 25(4).

Tmal Bay :— •
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, for Warders’ Quarters, laid on 

Table, 27. ■
GLEBE ISLAND (See “ABATTOIRS”).
GLEBE ISLAND BRIDGE BILL :—

' Assent to (Session 1897), reported, 4.
GOULBURN (See “FIRE BRIGADES”). '
GOVERNMENT ARCHITECT:—

Minute of Executive Council transferring amount for Vote for “ Roads and Bridges ” to supple
ment Vote for, 37.

GOVERNOR, THE :—
Proclamation by, opening Parliament, 1.

. Message of, delivered by Usher of Black Rod, 2.
Opening Speech, 4 ; Address in Reply, 6, 10, 12 ; Reply to Address, 15.

GOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANK :— • r J
Statement of Accounts for 1897, laid on Table, 64................................................................................. 1

GRAVING DOCK (See “STOCKTON GRAVING- DOCK (LEASING) BILL”).
GRENFELL (See “ RAILWAYS ”).
GROVES, JOHN (See “MUNICIPAL”). .

401

895

MANSARD (See “DEBATES, OFFICIAL”).
HARBOURS (See also “ PORT KEMBLA HARBOUR BILL ”) :—

Woeks at Tweed Riveb :—
Report of Public Works Committee, with Plan, laid on Table, 11 ...................................................... 'I

Works at Maceeay Rivee :— .
Report of Public Works Committee, with Plans, laid on Table,. 47 ...................................................

Works at Manning River :—•
Eeport of Public Works Committee, with Plan, laid on Table, 47.......................................................

Works at Bellinger River ;— . j- 3
Report of Public Works Committee, with Plan, laid on Table, 47..................... '...................................

Works at Hastings River :— " *
Report of Public Works Committee and Plan, laid on Table, 47.........

Works at Nambucca River :—
Report of Public Works Committee, with Plan, lair\ on Table, 04..... J

727

811

899

9Gi

1059

1325
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H
HASTINGS RIVER (See “HARBOURS”). '
HAY IRRIGATION ACT OF 1892

Regulations under, laid on Table, 11. .
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure of Trust for 1897, laid on Table, 2(3 ................................. 3

HOSPITALS (See also “ PUBLIC HOSPITALS BILL ”)
Sydney :—

By-law, laid on Table, 26.
Coast, Little Bay :—

Report for 1896, laid on Table, 25 .......................................................................................................... )
Report for 1897, laid on Table, 47 ..........................................................j 3
Regulations in reference to Nursing Staff, laid on Table, 27. ]

HUNTER DISTRICT WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE ACTS, 1S92 AND 1837 (See “BY
LAWS ”). v

HUNTLEY (See “RAILWAYS

1461

1207
1215

I
IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION BILL ■

Motion made (Mr. Heid) for Message to Council requesting tliat the Bill of last Session be 
proceeded with, 29; returned from Council with Amendments, Councirs Amendments 
agreed to, 67-8.

IMPOUNDINa BILL
Standing Orders suspended (urgeney) 48 ; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 

(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment. Report adopted, read 3°, 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 50.

IMPORTED STOCK ACTS OP 1871-1896 
Regulations under, laid on Table, 25.

INCOME TAX (See also “ LAND AND INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT ACT OF 1895”) : —
• Motion made (Mr. Moleswortli) for Return showing number of persons who have paid, during 

1897, 28.
INSCRIBED STOCK ACT OF 1883

Fifteenth Annual Report under, laid on Table, 23............................................................ 1
INTERNATIONAL PATENTS AND TRADE MARKS ARRANGEMENTS BILL:'—....................

Assent to (Session 1897) reported, 3.
IRRIGATION (See “HAY IRRIGATION ACT OE 1892”).

869

J
JOHNSTONE’S BAY (See “DRAINAGE”).
JOINT STOCK COMPANIES ARRANGEMENT (CONTINUATION) BILL 

Assent to (Session 1897), reported, 2.
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT:—

Minute of the Executive Council transferring an amount from “ Petty Sessions—Contingencies,” to 
supplement Vote for, laid on;Table, 9. .

K
KEMPSEY (See “BRIDGES”).
KNOX PARK, MURWILLUMBAH (See “PARKS”). 
KOOBA LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”). 
KOORAWATHA (See “ RAILWAYS ”).

L
LAKE ILLAWARRA (See “PARKS”).
LAND AND INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT ACT OP 1895 :—

Regulations and Substituted Forms D, E, and K, laid on Table, 27. 
Return respecting Revenue for, during 1396 and 1897, laid on Table, 47 

LANDS DEPARTMENT:—
Minute of Executive Council, transferring amount from, to supplement Vote for Reorganisation 

of the Public Service, laid on Table, 9 (2).
Minute of Executive Council transferring Vote from, to supplement Vote for Legal Expenses, laid 

on Table, 9 (l). '
Minute of Executive Council transferring amount from Department of Mines, to laid on Table 9 LANDS FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES ACQUISITION ACT:— l e, u

Notifications of_Resumptions of Lands undee, laid on Table :—
Public Park at hake Ulawarra, 11.
Public Cemetery at Winton, 11.
Water Supply, City of Sydney and Suburbs, 26.
Water Supply, Districts North of Parramatta River, 27.
Water Supply, Town of Cootamundra, 27.

X 879
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LEE, CHARLES ALFRED, ESQUIRE, M.R.
Appointed a Temporary Chairman of Committees, 9. .

LEQ-AL EXPENSES
Minute of Executive Council, transferring an amount from Yote “Department of Lands-Con- 

tingencies,” to supplement Vote for, laid bn Table 9 (2).
LEGAL PRACTITIONERS DILL

Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48 ; Received from Legislative Council 2, and, on motion 
{Mr. Gould), read 1°. 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 50. .

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND ASSEMBLY .
Minute of the Executive Council, transferring amounts from Votes “Legislative Assembly,” to 

supplement Vote for, laid on Table, 9.
LEPROSY

Report on, in New South Wales, for 1896, laid on Table, 28 .............................................................. 3
LEVIEN, ROBERT HENRY, ESQ., M.P. (See “PRIVILEGE”; also “CHARGES MADE BY 

MR. LEVIEN, M.P.,-AGAINST MR. SLEATH, M.P., AND MR. FERGUSON, M.P.”).
LIBRARY COMMITTEE

Sessional Order appointing, passed, 29. .
LICENSING (See also “SUNDAY TRADING BILL”; also “AUCTIONEERS’ LICENSING 

BILL”):—
Convictions under Act :—

Return {in part) to an Order {Session 1891-2), laid on Table, 25.
LIENS ON CROPS AND WOOL AND STOCK MORTGAGES BILL '

Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 
(Mr. Gould), read 1J, 2C>, committed, reported without amendment, report adopteJ, read 3°, 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 50.

LIQUOR BILL:—
Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48 ; Received from the Legislative Council, and, on motion 

{Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3“. 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 54.

LITHGOW CO-OPERATIVE COAL COMPANY RAILWAY BILL:—
Petition presented (Mr. Hogue) for leave to proceed with, under 409th Standing Order, 10: Bill 

read 2°, committed, reported with amendments, report adopted, 35 ; read 3°, passed, and sent 
to Council, 41.

LOAN (See “NORTH SYDNEY LOAN ENABLING BILL”).
LOAN BILL:— .

Assent to (Session 1897), reported, 2.

1189

M
*•

MACLEAY EIVEK, (See "HARBOURS”).
MAITLAND (See “ RAILWAYS ”).
MANNING- RIVER (See “HARBOURS”).
McCOURT, WILLIAM, ESQUIRE, M.P.

Elected Chairman of Committees, 10.
Commission to, as Deputy Speaker, to administer the Oath of Allegiance, 15.

McELHONE, JOHN, ESQUIRE
> Death of, while Member for Sydney-Fitzroy Division, reported, 1; issue and return of Writ and 

election of John Norton, Esquire, Mr. Norton sworn, 1.
MEASURES (See “ WEIGHTS AND MEASURES BILL”). ■
MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS’ BILL

Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48; Received from Legislative Council and, on motion 
(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 57-8.

MEMBERS-
Death of, reported, 1 (2).
Sworn, 1 (2). .
Sworn as Members of the Elections and Qualifications Committee, 37 (3).

MESSAGES.
Fkom Governor :—

Delivered by the Usher of the Black Rod, 2.
1. Assent to Primitive Methodist Church Property Bill (Session 1897), 2.
2. „ Loan Bill (Session 189.7), 2.
3. ,, Appropriation Bill (Session 1897), 2.
4. ,, Joint Stock Companies Arrangement (Continuation) "Bill (Session 1S97), 2.
5. „ Sydney Water Supply Conduit Additional Works Bill (Session 1897), 2.
6. ,, International Patents and Trade Marks Arrangements Bill (Session 1897), 3.
7. ,, North Sydney Loan Enabling Bill (Session 1897), 3.
8. Trust Property (Amendment) Bill (Session 1897), 3.
9. ,, Consolidated Revenue Fund (Municipal Grant) Bill (Session 1897), 3.

10. „ Stockton Graving-dock (Leasing) Bill (Session 1897), 3.
11. „ Vegetation Diseases Bill (Session 1897) 3.
12. ,, Glebe Island Bridge Bill (Session 1897), 4.
13. ,, Nyngan Town Hall (Mortgage) Bill (Session 1897), 4.
14. „ Artesian Wells Bill (Session 1897), 4.
15. „ Real Property (Crown Lands) Bill (Session 1897), 4/
16. Vote of Credit, 12.
17. Parliamentary Elections (Polling) Bill, 28.
18. Freetrade and Protection Referendum Bill, 28.
19. Assent to’ Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 45.

From Assembly to Council :—
Transmitting Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 30.

„ Lithgow Co-operative Coal Company Railway Bill, 41.
„ Parliamentary Elections (Polling) Bill, 41.
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MESSA.GKES {continued) :—

Fbom Assembly to Cottncil {continued)-.—
Transmitting Broken Hill Trades Hall Site Bill, 67.
Beturning Trustee Bill, without amendment, 49.

„ Audit Bill, without amendment, 50.
„ Impounding Bill, without amendment, 50.
„ Liens on Crops and Wool and Stock Mortgages Bill, without amendment, 50.
,, Coroners’ Bill, without amendment, 51.
„ Banks and Bank Holidays Bill, without amendment, 51.
,, Bills of Sale Bill, without amendment, 51.
„ Evidence Bill, without amendment, 52.
„ Evidence (Penalties) Bill, without amendment, 52.
„ Wills, Probate, and Administration Bill, without amendment, 53.
„ Pastures and Stock Protection Bill, without amendment, 53.
„ Commons Regulation Bill, without amendment, 53.
„ Public Hospitals Bill, without amendment, 54.
„ Conveyancing and Law of Property Bill, without amendment, 54.
„ Liquor Bill, without amendment, 54. ,
,, Weights and Measures Bill, without amendment, 55.
„ Cattle Driving Bill, without amendment, 55.

• „ Naturalization and Denization Bill, without amendment, 56.
„ Legal Practitioners Bill, without amendment, 56.
,, Newspapers Bill, without amendment, 5G.
„ Auctioneers’ Licensing Bill, without amendment, 57.
„ Bankruptcy Bill, without amendment, 57.
„ Medical Practitioners’ Bill, without amendment, 58.
,, Stamp Duties Bill, without amendment, 58.
„ Statute Law Revision Bill, without amendment, 58.

Requesting Council to proceed witli the Immigration Restriction Bill, 29.
,, ,, to consider Message in reference to amendments in the Crown Lands Bill, 34.

Insisting on its disagreements to Council’s amendments in the Crown Lands Bill, and requesting 
a Free Conference, 67.

Agreeing to Council’s amendments in the Immigration Restriction Bill, 68.
From Council to Assembly:—

Transmitting Trustee Bill, 49.
„ Audit Bill, 49.
„ Impounding Bill, 50.
„ Liens on Crops and Wool and Stock Mortgages Bill, 50.
„ Coroners’ Bill, 50.
„ Banks and Bank Holidays Bill, 51.
„ Bills of Sale Bill, 51. *

Evidence Bill, 52.
„ Evidence (Penalties) Bill, 52.
„ Wills, Probate, and Administration Bill, 52.
„ Pastures and Stock Protection Bill, 53.
„ Commons Regulation Bill, 53.
,, Public Hospitals Bill, 53.
„ Conveyancing and Law of Property Bill, 54.
„ Liquor Bill, 54.
„ Weights and Measures Bill, 55.
,, Cattle Driving Bill, 55.
„ Naturalization and Denization Bill, 55.
„ Legal Practitioners Bill, 56. ,
„ Newspapers Bill, 56.
„ Auctioneers’ Licensing Bill, 56.
„ Bankruptcy Bill, 57.
,, -Medical Practitioners’ Bill, 57.
„ Stamp Duties Bill, 58.
,, Statute Law Revision Bill, 58.

Returning Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, without amendment, 41. •
„ Parliamentary Elections (Polling) Bill, without amendment, 43.
,, Immigration Restriction Bill, with amendments, 67.

Requesting Assembly to proceed with the Dentists Bill, 7.
Insisting on amendments in the Crown Lands Bill, 67.
Regretting, that owing to the late period of the Session, it declines to hold a Free Conference on 

the amendments in the Crown Lands Bill, 68.
METROPOLITAN WATER AND SEWERAG-E ACTS,11880-1889 (See “BY-LAWS”; also 

“SEWERAGE”).
MIDDLE BILLABONG (See “ WEIRS.”)
MIDNIGHT

Sittings after, 10, 13, 29.
MILITARY:—

Rifle Range, Orange :—
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 27.

Naval Defence Forces :— .
Report of Captain commanding, for 1897, laid on Table, 35 {Order for printing countermanded) 

Rifle Shooting :—
Report on, under Active Service conditions, laid on Table, 47................................ ......................... .

MILLTHORPE (See “ RAILWAYS ”).
MIMOSA LEASEHOLD AREA (See “ CROWN LANDS”).
MINING ACT OF 1874:—

Regulations under, laid on Table, 25 (2).
MINING:—

Annual Report of Department, for 1897, laid on Table, 25......... ........... ....................... ............... .
MUDGEE (See ‘‘WATER SUPPLY”).
MUNGARY WEST LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”).
MUNICIPAL (See “BY-LAWS” ; also “CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF SYDNEY ” 3 also 

“ CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND (MUNICIPAL GRANT) BILL ”)
Borough Council of .Rookwood :—

Petition presented (Mr. Schey) from ratepayers in reference to alleged evasions of the Act, 48 
Petition presented (Mr. Schey) from John Groves, in reference to his position as auditor for the 

borough, 48............................ ................................. .................................. ...........................

PAGE.
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NAMBUCCA RIVER (See “HARBOURS”). ,
NARRABRI (See “ ELECTORAL ” ; also “ RAILWAYS ”).
NARRANDERA (See “POSTAL”; algo “TELEGRAPHS ”).
NATIONAL ART GALLERY

Report for 1897, laid on Table, 40 .......................................................................................................... ■)
NATIONAL PARK■ { 1

Report of Trustees for 1897, laid on Table, 64 .................................................................................. }
NATURALIZATION AND DENIZATION BILL...

Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 
(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 65-6.

NAVAL DEFENCE FORCES (See “MILITARY”).
NEUTRAL BAY (See “ DRAINAGE ”).
NEWCASTLE PAVING AND PUBLIC VEHICLES REGULATION ACT (See “BY-LAWS”). 
NEWSPAPERS BILL:— ,

Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 
(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 56.

NO QUORUM:—
Reported from Committee of Supply, 29.

NORTH SYDNEY LOAN ENABLING BILL :—
Assent to (Session 1897), reported, 3.

NORTON, JOHN, ESQUIRE, M.P. :—
Election as Member for Sydney-Fitzroy Division, sworn, 1.
Removed from the Chamber, by direction of Mr. Speaker, by Sergeant-at-Arms, 13.

NOXIOUS TRADES AND CATTLE-SLAUGHTERING ACT OF 1894 :—
Regulations under, laid on Table, 27.

NUISANCES PREVENTION ACT (See “ BY-LAWS ”).
NYNGAN TOWN HALL (MORTGAGE) BILL :—

Assent to (Session 1897), reported, 4.

1121

993

0
OAKS, VILLAGE OF THE (See “ WATER SUPPLY”).
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE :—

Deputy Speaker’s Commission to administer, read by Clerk, 15.
OLD-AGE PENSIONS :— ...

Adjournment moved (Mr. Tlaynes) in reference to pushing on the question, and relieving the 
present costly system of relief to the aged poor, and negatived, 48.

OPENING OF THE SESSION:—
Proclamation read by Clerk, 1.
Governor’s Opening Speech, 4, 10, 12; Reply tQ-Address, 15.

ORANGE (See “MILITARY”). '
ORDNANCE LANDS TRANSFER BILL :—

Presented and read 1°, pro formd, 4. •
O’SULLIVAN, EDWARD WILLIAM, ESQUIRE, M.P. :—

Appointed a Temporary Chairman of Committees, 9. .
OYSTER FISHERIES ACT OF 1884 :—

Regulations under, laid on Table, 26 (2). .

PARKS :-
Lake Illawaeba :—

Notification of resumption, under Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on Table, 11. 
Knox Pakk, MuitwiLHJMBAH :—• ,

Copy of Gazette Notice showing mode of dealing with street or lane through, laid on Table, 11. 
PARLIAMENT :— '

Opening of Session, 1.
Proclamation proroguing ..........................................................................................................................
Proclamation dissolving....................................................-........................................................................

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS (POLLING) BILL:— _
" Message from Governor, 28; Motion made (Mr. Heid) for Committee of the Whole, 35; 

Standing Orders suspended, House in Committee, Resolution agreed to, Bill presented and 
read 1“, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, and 
sent to Council, 41; returned without amendment, 48.

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTORATES AND ELECTIONS ACT OF 1893 :—
Regulations under, laid on Table, 26, 47.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS :—
Thirteenth General Report, laid on Table, 34 ......................................................................................

Railway fkom Wakben to Coonamble :—
Report and Plan, laid on Table, 11 ..........................................................................................................

Habbouk Wobks, Tweed Rivee :— ' ■
Report and Plan, laid on Table, 11..........................................................................................................

Railway, Rosehill Railway to Duhal :—
Report and Plan, laid on Table, 11 ............................. ........ .................................... ........................ .....

Railway, Kooeawatha to Gbexeell :—
Report and Plan, laid on Table, 11............... ................................... ......................................

3

2

3

2
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING- COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS (continued)
Railway, Byrock to Beewarrina :—

Report and Plan (not printed), laid on Table, 11 ...................... .................................................... ....
Railway from Narrabri to Pilliga :—

Report and Plan {not printed), laid on Table, 34 .............. .................. ....... ........................................
Railway from Woolabua to Collaeendabri :—

Report and Plan (notprinted), laid on Table, 34.............................. . ........ ...................................
Harbour Works at Macleay River: —

Report and Plans, laid on Table, 47 .................................................................................. .................. .
Railway from Maitland to Taree :—

Report and Plan (not printed), laid on Table, 47 .................................................................................
Harbour Works at Manning River :—

Report and Plan, laid on Table, 47 ..........................................................................................................
Harbour Works at Bellinger River :—

Report and Plan, laid on Table, 47.........................................................................................................
Harbour Works at Hastings Riveb:—

Report and Plan, laid on Table, 47.........................................................................................................
Harbour Works at Nambucca River :—

Report and Plan, laid on Table, 64.................. ...... ........ ......................................................................
PASTURES AND STOCK PROTECTION BILL:—

Standing Orders Suspended (urgency), 48; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion (Mr. 
Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported .■without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed, 

' and returned to Council without amendment, 53.
PATENTS (See “INTERNATIONAL PATENTS AND TRADE MARKS ARRANGEMENTS 

BILL”).
PATENTS LAW AMENDMENT ACTS, 1887-1895:—

Regulations, laid on Table. 25.
PATENTS OFFICE-EXAMINER OF PATENTS:—

Return to Order (Session, 3897), laid on Table, 25.
PHARMACY BOARD OF NEW SOUTH WALES

Report from 1st July to 31st December, 1897, laid on Table, 28 ............ ....................................
PIDDINGTON, ALBERT BATHURST, ESQUIRE, M.P.:—

Appointed a Temporary Chairman of Committees, 9.
PILLIGA (See “RAILWAYS”). ‘
POINT OF ORDER:—

Reported from Committee of Supply,'29.
Rulings of Speaker:— 1

That Acting Chairman of Committee rf Supply was incorrect in ruling Mr. Dacey in order when 
reading extracts from the Royal Commission on charges against Senior-constable Quelch, 
during the Financial Debate, as no item was relevant to matter, 29.

POLICE•
Report of Department for 1897, laid on Table, 26..................................................................................

Charges against Senior-Constable Quelch :—
Report of Royal Commission, laid on Table, 26......................................................................................

Buildings at Coramba :—
Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, for erection of, laid on Table, 27. 

PORT KEMBLA HARBOUR BILL:— " !
Motion made (Mr. Young) for Message to Council requesting that Bill of last Session be proceeded 

with, 34.
POSTAL:—

Office, Narrandera :—
Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, for erection of, laid on Table, 27. 

Conference held in Hobart, March-April, 1898:—
Report of, laid on Table, 64 ....................................................................................................................

Precedence of business (See “business”).
PRIMITIVE METHODIST CHURCH PROPERTY BILL:—

Assent to (Session 1897), reported, 2.
PRINTING- COMMITTEE

Sessional Order appointing, passed, 29.
Leave given to sit during Sitting of House, 48.
Reports Nos. 1 to 3 brought up, 40, 58, 68...................... ..................................................................... .

PRISONS (See “GAOLS”).
PRIVILEGE (See also “CHARGES MADE BY MR.’LEVIEN, M.P., AGAINST MR. SLEATH 

M.P., AND MR. FERGUSON, M.P ”) :—
• The Honorable Member for Wilcannia (Mr. Sleath) called attention to certain charges made 

by Mr. Levien, and requested the Government to appoint a Royal Commission to investigate 
the charges ; Mr. Levien being heird, he implicated both Mr. Sleath and Mr. Ferguson, the 
Honorable Member for Sturt, on which the Premier promised to appoint a Royal Commission 
as requested, 13. '

PROBATE (See “ WILLS, PROBATE, AND ADMINISTRATION BILL”).
PROCLAMATIONS

On Opening Session of Parliament, 1.
Validating Narrabri Election, 1.
Proroguing Parliament ............................................................... ...........................................................
Dissolving Parliament ....................................................................................... '............................ .

i- 2
I
)

3

2

1

i a

J

759

923

1035

811

1085

899

967

1059

1125

PRO FORMA BILL :—
Presented and read 1°, 4.

PROPERTY (See “CONVEYANCING AND LAW OF PROPERTY BILL”).
PROSPECTING YOTE

Minute of the Executive Council, transferring amount from, to supplement Vote for “Imported 
Stock,” laid on Table, 9.

Minute of the Executive Council, transferring amount from, to supplement the Vote for Board 
of Exports, laid on Table, 9.

Minute of the Executive Council, transferring an amount from, to supplement Vote for School of 
Mines and Assay Works, laid on Table, 9.

Minute of the Executive Council, transferring amount from, to supplement Vote for “ Agriculture,” 
laid on Table, 9.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS (See “AUDITOR-GENERAL”).

1459

107

117

91-101

69
71
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PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, IS96
Regulation*, laid on Table, 28 (2). - -

PUBLIC HOSPITALS BILL
Standing Orders suspended ('urgency), 48; Received from Legislative Council, and on motion {Mr 

Goidd), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed 
and returned to Council without amendment, 53-4.

PUBLIC PURPOSES (See “CROWN LANDS”).
PUBLIC LIBRARY:—

Report for 1897, laid on Table, 40 .......................................................................................... ...............
PUBLIC SERVICE

Report of Board (dated 30th November, 1897), laid on Table, 28......................................................
Minute of the Exectitive Council, transferring amount from “Department of Lands,” to 

supplement Yote for Reorganization of. laid on Table, 9 (2).
Regulations under Act, laid on Table, 27, 28 (2).

Patents Office—Examiner of Patents: —

Return to Order {Seuion 1897), laid on Table, 25.
Sick Leave to Mr. G-. J. Skinner, Department of Lands :—

Statement showing reasons for, laid on Table, 26.
Sick Leave to Mr. E. S. Vautin, Department of Lands :—

Statement showing reasons for, laid on Table, 26.
The Civil Service :—

Return to Order {Session 1897) laid on Table, 27.
Claims for Gratuities under the Public Service Act :—

Return to Order {Session 1897), laid on Table, 40 ..........................................................................
Superannuation Eund :—

Actuarial Report on condition of, on 31st December, 1897, laid on Table, 64 ..................................
PUBLIC TRUSTS ACT, 1897:—

Copies of Gazette Notices, dealing with dedications of land, laid on Table, 12.
PUBLIC YEHICLES REGULATION ACT OF 1873 (See “BY-LAWS”).
PUBLIC WORKS (See also “ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 

WORKS”) :—
Report of Department for 1696-7, laid on Table, 47..............................................................................
Statement of Special Works carried out by Department by day labour from 2nd August, 1894, to

14th June, 1898, laid on Table, 27 ..................................................................................................
Statement showing ordinary day labour continuously employed by Department, laid on Table, 27... 

PUBLIC WORKS ACT OF 1888:— ^
Notifications of Resumptions of Land under, laid on Table :— .

Board of Water Supply and Sewerage, Sydney, 26. .
Reserve for Access to Water at the Village of The Oaks, 26. .
Improvement of Cook’s River near Tempe, 26.
Additions to Tamworth Court-house Premises, 26.
Middle Billabong Weir, 27. .
Weir near Warren, 27 (2).
Post and Telegraph Office, Narrandera, 27.
Water Supply, Mudgee, 27.
Police Buildings, Cooramba, 27.
Residence, Fisheries Inspector, at Tuggerab Lake, 27.
Rifle Range, Orange, 27. »
Bridge over Coalbaggie Creek, 27. .
Bridge over Macleay River, Kempsey, 27.
Buildings for Warders’ Quarters at Trial Bay. 27.
Storm-water Sewers discharging into Johnstone’s Bay, 27.
Grades between Huntley and Bloomfield, Great Western Railway, 27.
Grade Improvements, Millthorpe, Great Western Railway, 27.
Trucking Yards, Forbes, 27.
Improving Railway Grade near Coolaman. 27.
Railway Grades near Quirindi, 28.
Railway Ba^ast Siding near Ardglen, 28.
Public School Purposes, 40.

1

1

1

3

1123

897

969

959

465

723
725

Q
QUELCH, SENIOR-CONSTABLE (See “POLICE’’). 
QUIRINDI (See “RAILWAYS”).
QUORUM (See “MO QUORUM”).
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QUESTIONS:— - '
Acacia Creek :—Severity of “ Tick-pest” Regulations^S. 
Administration of Justice :—

Fines for breach of Tobacco Act, 21.
Paragraph in Bulletin re. Juries at Albury, 64.

Albury :—Paragraph in Bulletin re Juries, 64. 
Alcoholic Disease :—Institution for cure of Inebriates,

17. ...
Allora Spring Wheat :—Distribution to farmers, 46. 
Amateur Fisherman’s Association:—Fishing off Bare 

Island, 39.
Ammunition Factory :—Established by State, 31. 
Anderson and Howlett, Messrs. :—Contract on New 

Line Road, 19.
Arbitration :—McSharry Case, 16 (’), 19, 23, 31, 32, 

40.
Arts and Sciences :—Bequest of late Alfred Nobel for 

encouragement of inventions, 18.
Australian Agricultural Co. :—^Payment of land tar,

18.
Bare Island :—Fishing off, 39.
Barooga :—Bridge over Murray River, 37.
Barton, Hon. Edmund:—Amount of State money paid 

to, and amount in connection with McSharry Case, 31. 
Bear, Mr. :—Superintendent of Fire Brigades, 33, 61. 
Bomen :—Wheat grown at Experimental Farm, 39. 
Botany :—Proposed Railway line, 32.
Bridges :—

Bumble’s Creek, 19, 20.
Terrigal Lake, 20.
Clarence River, at Tabulam, 25.
Murray River, Barooga, 37.

Buckland Mu. :—School teacher, Kingswood, 22. 
Bulletin :—Paragraph re Juries at Albury, 64. 
Bumble’s Creek:—Bridge over, 19, 20.
Canowindra :—

Land settlement in vieinty, 33.
Mail service to Toogong, 62. '

Casual Employees (See “Public Service ”).
Circular Quay :—

Landing of coal at wharfs, 21, 39.
Leases of jetties of North Shore Ferry Co., 21.
Waiting accommodation, 21.

Civil Service (See “ Public Service ”).
Cemeteries :—Apportionment of vote, 38.
Clarence River :—Bridge over, at Tabulam, 25.
Coal Mines Regulation Act :—Administration of, 47. 
Commissions :—Report oh dangers of coal cargoes, 39. 
Coal Cargoes :—Report of Royal Commission, 39.
Coal :—Landed at Circular Quay wharfs, 21, 39. 
Commonwealth Bill :—Total cost to country under, 37. 
Contracts :—Subletting on Tamworth-Manilla Railway 

line, 23.
Coroners’ Inquests :—Payment of witnesses, 17.
Crown Lands :—

Homestead selection of J. R. Gilfillan, Forbes, 18 
Statement by Premier at Bodalla re settlement, 18. 
Settlement, near Canowindra, 33.
Application by Mr. McCulloch for exchange, 33. 
Timber leases, Jervis Bay, 38.

Cumnock :—Telephone from Rock Ponds, 62.
Cu.ndy, Caleb :—Case of Inspector of Stock against, 45. 
Customs and Excise :—Revenue for 1892 and 1893, 24. 
Dairy Cattle :—Purchased iu England for Government 

farms, 46.
Dawes’ Point :—Shelter-shed for cyclists and foot pas

sengers by horse-ferry, 21.
Diseases in Sheep Acts :—

Repealing of, 39.
Decision in case, Inspector of Stock v. Cundy, 45. 

Early Closing Bill :—Preparation of, 22.
East Minto :—Public School, 63.
Education :—

Industrial Schools Act, 21.
Mr. Buckland, school teacher, Kingswood, 22.
Public School, Mosman, 62.
East Minto Public School, 63.
Fort-street Public School, 63.

Eight Hour Principle :—Establishment on Railway 
system, 20.

Electoral :—
Names on Rolls of electors who have changed resi

dence, 17.
Amendment of Act, to minimise personating and 

plural voting, 20.
Notification of polling places for Federal Referendum 

in country press, 24.
Fees allowed presiding officers and poll clerks, 24.

UESTIONS (continued) :—•
Electoral (continued) :—

Voting by Railway employees, 47.
Voting by members of Police Force, 61.
Voting by members of Permanent Volunteer Staff on 

Referendum day, 64.
Electricity:—Supply by Railway Commissioners, 33, 46. 
Erkkineville :—Proposed Railway Line to Eastern 

suburbs, 32.
Experimental Farm :—Wheat grown at Bomen or 

Wagga Wagga, 39.
Exports :—Fumigation of citrus fruit, 22. '
Factories and Shops Act :—Power under, to deal with 

Strikes against long hours and low wages, 22. 
Farmers :—Distribution of Allora Spring wheat, 46. 
Federation :—Total cost to country, 37.
Federal Referendum :—Notice of polling places in 

country press, 24.
Finance :—

Revenue from Customs and Excise for 1892 and 1893, 24. 
Land and Income Tax, Revenue for 1896 and 1897, 24. 
Vote for Parks, Reserves, and Cemeteries, 38.
Duties on sugar, 40.

Floods :—Hunter River, 38, 47.
Fort-street :—Public School, 63.
Fruit :—Fumigation of citrus, prior to export, 22.
Gaol :—Alleged mutiny, Maitland, 32.
Gilfillan, J. R.. :—Homestead selection of, Forbes, 18. 
Government Aid :—In eases of shipwreck, 39. 
Government Employees .—Wages on Railway deviation 

works, 39.
Government Farms :—Purchase of dairy cattle, 46. 
Gratuities (See “ Public Service”).
Harbour Light Rates :—Sydney and Newcastle, 24. 
Horse-ferry, Dawes’ Point :—Shelter shed for cyclist 

and foot passengers, 21.
Hunter River :—Mitigation of floods, 38, 47.
Income Tax (See “Land and Income Tax Assess

ment Act”.)
InDcstp.ial Schools Act :—Grades of punishment for 

offenders, 21. .
Inebriates State institution for cure of, 17.
Inquests :—Witnesses’ expenses at Coroners’, 17. 
Inspector of Stock v. Cundy :—Decision in case, 45. 
Inspectors :—Under Vegetation Diseases Act, 22. 
Inventions (See “Arts and Sciences.”)

* Ironside, Mr. F. :—Document respecting Parliamentary 
Printing, 32.

Jervis Bay :—Land held by Mr. Withers, 38.
Jetties:—

Lease of, Circular Quay, 21.
Waiting-room, Dawes Point, 21.
Storage of coal, Circular Quay, 21.
W7aiting-room, Circular Quay, and Milson’s Point, 21. 

Jones, J. :—Deviation through land at Mount View, 18. 
King, ex-Tram-guard :—Papers re dismissal, 40. 
Kingswood :—Mr. Buckland, school tehcher, 22.
Land and Income Tax Assessment Act :—

Opening of Land Tax books for public inspection, 18. 
Payment of Land Tax by A. A. Company, and Peel 

River Co., 18. .
Revenue from Land and Income Taxes for 1896 and 

1897, 24.
Taxation of improvements of lessees, 32.
Appeal Cases heard at Nowra, 63.

Land Settlement (See “Crown Lands”).
Land Tax (See “ Land and Income Tax Assessment 

Act ”).
Libel Law :—Amendment of Act, 31.
Life-boat Service :—Sydney and Newcastle, 24. 
Lock-up :—Manildra, 33.
Luddenham Road :—Grant to trustees, 37, 63.
Mails (See “Postal”).
Maitland Gaol :—Alleged mutiny, 32.
Manildra :—Lock-up, 33.
McCulloch, Mr. :—Application for Exchange of Land, 

Buckimbah, 33.
McSharry Arbitration Case :—

Fees in connection with, 16.
Amounts paid to Hon. E. Barton, Hon. R. E. O’Connor, 

and Mr. Bruce Smith, 31.
Cost to Government, 19.
Particulars respecting, 23.
Original claim against Works Department, 32.
Mr. B. C. Simpson, 40.
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Military :—

State Ammunition Eaetory, 31.
Rifle-shooting under Service Conditions, 38, 46.
N.S. W. Rifle Association, 45.

. Capitation Grant to Officers of 4th Regiment, 61.
Voting by Members of Permanent Volunteer Staff on 

Referendum Day, 64. .
Milson’s Point- :—Waiting Accommodation, 21.
Mining :— ...

Amendment of Act, 25.
. Administration of Coal Mines Act, 47.

The Stockton Inquiry, 47.
Molong :—School of Arts, 62. '
Mosmans :—Public School, 62.
Mount View :—Deviation through J. Jones’s land, 18. 
Municipal :—

Hours for closing of Polls, under Consolidation Act, 24. 
Administration of Public Health Act, 24.
Special Endowment of 2s. 6d. in £, 24.

Narrabeen Lakes :—Recreation Ground, 63.
Native Animals :—Bill protecting, 39.

’ Navigation Act :—Amendment of, 23.
Newcastle :—

Life-boat Service at Port, 24.
Danger to Shipping at Port entrance, 61.

New Guinea :—Land alienation, 31.
New Line Road :—Anderson and Hewlett’s Contract, 19. 
Newspaper Sorters:—Hours worked by, at G.P.O., 17. 
Nobel, Alfred :—Bequests in encouragement of in
" ’ ventions in Arts and Sciences, 18.
North Shore Ferry Co. :—
" Railway and Tramway passengers who travel on boats 

20.
Renewal of leases of jetties, Circular Quay, 21. 
Accommodation for passengers by boats, 21.
Strike of lads against long hours and low wages, 22. 

Nowra :—Land Appeal Cases heard at, 63.
Obley :—Telephone to Rocky Ponds, 62.
O’Connor, Hon. R. E..:—-Amount of State money paid 

to, and amount in connection with McSharry Case, 31. 
Paddington :—Fines for breach of Tobacco Act in 

Suburb, 21. .
Parks :—Apportionment of vote, 38.
Parliamentary :—Document by Mr. F. Ironside re 

printing, 32.
Parliamentary Allowance To Mr. Bruce Smith, 19. 
Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act (See 

“ Electoral”).
Peel River Co. :—Payment of land-tax, 18. .
Polls'(See “Electoral” ; also “ Municipal”).
Police :—

Superannuation Fund, 17. _
Inquiry into alleged evils in connection with Force, 18. 
Leave to, in country districts, 18.
Payment of pensions, 40.
Voting by members of Force, 61.
Holidays to Members of Force, 62.

Port Kembla Harbour Bill :—Consideration of, 39. 
Postal :—

Hours worked by Newspaper Sorters, 17.
Allowance to Officials, Western District, 32.
Mail Service, Canowindra to Toogong, 62.

PpvESiding Officers (See “Electoral”).
Printing (See “Parliamentary”).
Public Health Act :—Administration by Municipalities, 

24. -
Public Holidays :—Railway employees on duty, 46. 
Public Service :—

Telegraph Messengers, 16.
Officers affected by decision in case Russell v. Reid, 20. 
Pay of temporary officers during public holidays, 21. 
Order for names and claims for gratuities of casual 

employees, 22.
Allowance to Postal Officials, Western Districts, 32. 
Mr. Bear, Superintendent of Fire Brigades, 33, 61. 
Case of ex-Tramguard King, 40. '

Punts :—Abolition of Tolls, 38.
Queensland :—Means for prevention of spread of Tick- 

pest, 19.
Rah,ways :— •

Establishment of Eight-hour principle, 20.
Passengers who travel on North Shore Ferry, 20. 
Subletting of contracts, Tamworth-Manilla line, 23. - 
Proposed line to Botany, 32.
Supply of Electricity by Commissioners, 33, 46.
Wages of employees on deviations, 39.
Employees on duty on Public Holidays, 46, 47- 
Improvement cf Grades and Curves, 46.

QUESTIONS (continued) :—■
Railways (continued):—

Voting by employees on Polling-day, 47.
Indebtedness of Member of House for Passes, 63.
Passes issued by Colonial Secretary’s Department to 

Mr. Willis, M.P., 64. '
Rosehill Line, 64.

Record Reign Celebrations Salaries of Public Offi
cers, 21.

Recreation Ground :—Narrabeen Lakes, 63. _
Registration Offices :—Bill dealing with inspection of, 24. 
Reid, Right Hon. G. H. :—Statement at Bodalla re Land 

Settlement, 18.
Reserves :—Apportionment of Vote, 38.
Rifle Association :—Continuance of, 45. 
Rifle-shooting:—Under Service conditions, 38, 46. 
Roads :— ■

Deviation through J. Jones’s land, Mount View, 18. 
Messrs. Anderson and Hewlett’s contract, New Line 

Road, 19.
Deviation on, to Homestead Selections from Tuggerah 

Beach Road, 20.
Grant to Trustees of Luddenham, 37, 63.

Rocky Ponds :—Telephone to Cumnock or Obley, 62. 
Rolls (See “ Electoral ”).
Rosehill Railway :—Purchase of Line, 64.
Savings Banks oe New South Wales:—Regulation re.

cheques, 31. '
School of Arts :—Trustees of Molong, 62.
Shipping :—Danger to, at Port of Newcastle, 61. 
Shipwrecks :—Relief of distress through, 39.
Simpson, Mr. B. C. :—Occupation and position of, 40. 
Smith, Mr. Bruce :—

Money paid under Parliamentary Representative’s 
Allowance Act, 19.

Amount of State money paid to, and amount in con
nection with McSharry Case, 31.

Stock :—
Tick-pest, or Texas Fever, 19. .
Tick-pest regulations, 25. .
Diseases in Sheep Acts, 39.
Case of Caleb Cundy under Act, 45.
Dairy cattle purchased in England, 46.

Stockton Disaster :—Coroner’s Inquiry, 47.
Strikes :—North Shore Ferry Co., 22.
Subletting (See “ Contracts”).
Sugar :—Duties on, 40.
Superannuation Fund :—

Of Police Force, 17.
Civil Servants affected by decision in case Russell v. 

Reid, 20.
Tabulam :—Bridge over Clarence River, 25. 
Tamworth-Manilla Railway :—Sub-letting of Con

tracts, 23.
Telegraphs :—Dismissal of Messengers, 16.
Telephones :—Rocky Ponds to Cumnock or Obley, 62. 
Terrigal Lake :—Bridge over, 20.
Tick-pest or Texas Fever :—

Appointment of Veterinary Board, 19.
Severity of Regulations, 25.

Tobacco Act :—Fines for breach of, 21.
Tolls :—On punts, 38.
Toogong :—Mail Service to Canowindra, 62.
Tower Waggons :—For Tramway Department, 62. 
Tramways :—

Passengers who travel on North Shore Ferry, 20. 
Alteration of Time-table for certain districts, 61. 
Contract for Tower Waggons, 62.

Tuggerah Beach Road :—Deviation on road to home
stead selections, 20. .

Unemployed, The :—Registered on books of Labour 
Bureau, 46. '

Vegetation Diseases Act :—Appointment of Inspec
tors, 22. _

Wagga Wagga :—Wheat grown at Experimental Farm, 
39.

Wharves :—Storing Coal on Sydney, 21, 39.
Wheat :— '

Grown at Experimental Farm, Bomen and Wagga 
Wagga, 46.

Distribution of Allora Spring, 46.
Cost of growing in New South Wales, 46.

White Swamp :—Severity of “ Tick-pest” Regulations, 
25.

Willis, W. N., M.L.A.—Railway passes for destitute 
persons, 64. _

Wise, Mr. B. R. :—Amount of State money paid to, 31. 
Withers, Mr.—Land held, near Jervis Bay, 38. 
Witnesses :—At Coroner’s Inquests, 17.
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RAILWAYS (See also “LITHGIOW CO-OPERATIVE COAL COMPANY RAILWAY BILL”; 
also “CITY AND NORTH SSIDNEY RAILWAY BILL”)

Report of Commissioners for quarter ending 31st December, 1897, laid on Table, 28...................... '
Do do 31st March, 1898, laid on Table, 28 ..........................

Warren to Coonamble :— •

Report of Public Works Committee and Plan, laid on Table, 11 ..................................................... .
Rosehill Railway to Dural -

Report of Public Works Committee and Plan, laid on Table, 11 ...................................................... r 2
Koorawatha to G-renpell:—

Report of Public Works Committee and Plan, laid on Table, 11 ......................................................
Byeock to Beewarrina:—

Report of Public Works Committee and Plan (not 'printed)> laid on Table, 11 .......... ...................  j
Grades between Huntley and Bloompield :— '

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 27.
G-rade Improvements at Millthorpe :—

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 27.
Trucking Yards, Forbes :—

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 27.
Improving Grade near Coolaman :—

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 27.
G-rades near Quirindi :—

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 28.
Ballast Siding near Ardglen :—

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 28.
Narrabri to Pilliga :—

Report of Public Works Committee and Plan (not 'printed), laid on Table, 34 .............................. ''
Woolabra to Collarendabri :—

Report of Public Works Committee and Plan (not printed), laid on Table, 34 ..............................  l 2
. Maitland to Taree :—

Report of Public Works Committee and Plan (not printed), laid on Table, 47..................... ............
REAL PROPERTY (CRO'WN LANDS) BILL 

Assent to (Session 1897), reported, 4.
REFERENDUM (See “ FREETRADE AND PROTECTION REFERENDUM”).
REFRESHMENT COMMITTEE

Sessional Order appointing, passed, 29.
REGULATIONS

Laid on Table :—
Hay Irrigation Act, 11.
Crown Land Acts, 11.
Church and School Lands Act, 1897, 11.
Imported Stock Acts, 1871, 1896, 25.
Mining Act of 1874, 25.
Renewal of Mineral Leases, under Mining Act of 1874, 25.
Artesian Wells Act of 1897, 25.
Gaol, 25 (4).
Patents Acts, 1887-1895, 25.
Fisheries Act of 1881, and Oyster Fisheries Act of 1881, 26.
Oyster Fisheries Act, 26.
State Children’s Relief Acts, 1881 and 1896, 26.
Australasian Federation Enabling: Acts, 1895-1897, 26.
Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act of 1893, 26, 47.
Volunteer Force Regulation Act, 26.
Public Service Act, 27, 28 (2).
Land and Income Tax Assessment]Act, 27.
Noxious Trades and Cattle Slaughtering, 27.
Public Health Act, 28 (2).
Public Instruction Act, 40.
Telephone and Telegraphic, 64.

REPORTS :—
Laid on Table

Stock and Brands Branch of the Department of Mines and Agriculture, for 1897, 25
Agriculture and Forestry, for 1897, 25 ..................................... .......................................
Department of Mines and Agriculture, for 1897, 23..... ...................................................
Prisons, for 1897, 26 .............................................................................................................
Department of Lands, for 1897, 26.....................................................................................
Royal Commission on Institution for Blind, Strathfield, 26.............................................

Do Charges against Senior-constable Quelch, 26 .............................
Police Department, for 1897, 26 ........................................................................................
Wollongong Fire Brigades Board, for 1897-8, 26.
Goulburn Fire Brigades Board (Twelfth), 26.
Fisheries Commission, for 1897, 26 .............................. .....................................................
Friendly Societies and Trades Unions, for 1896, 26 ................. .......................................
Coast Hospital Little Bay, for 1896, 26........ ....................................................................

Do do for 1897,47 .............................................................................
Pharmacy Board of New South Wales, for half-year ended 31st December, 1897, 28..
Public Service Board (Second Annual), dated 30th November, 1897, 28 .....................
Railway Commissioners, for quarter ending 31st December, 1897, 28 .........................

Do do 31st March, 1898, 28 .................................
Leprosy in New South Wales, for 1896, 28........................................................................
Inscribed Stock Act of 1883 (Fifteenth), 28.....................................................................
Completion of Sewerage Works, 34 (5). •
Royal Commission on Government Institutions (Blind and Deaf and Dumb), 34 .....
Aborigines Board, for 1897, 34.............................................................................................
Botanic Gardens and Domain, for 1897, 34 ......................................... ...........................
Naval Defence Force?, for 1897, 35 (Order for Trinting covintermanded) .................
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Sydney Fire Brigades Board, 1897, 35 ...............................;....................................................................
National Art Gallery, 1897, 40..................................................................................................................
Public Library, 1897, 40 ..........................................................................................................................
University of Sydney, 1897, 40 .......................................................................... ...................................
Sydney Grammar School, 3897,40 .............................................................................................. ...........
Nautical School Ship “ Sobraon,” for year ended 30th April, 1898, 40 ................................. ............
Factories and Shops Act, for 3897, 40 ......................................................................................................
Minister for Public Instruction, for 1897, 40............................................................................... ...........
Rifle Shooting under Active Service Conditions, 47 ..... ............................ ................................ ..........
Public Works .Department, for 1896-7, 47.............................................. !..............................................
Postal and Telegraph Conference held in Hobart, March-April, 1898, 64..........................................
Civil Service Superannuation Account, on 31st December, 1897 (Actuarial), 64 ..............................
State Children’s Relief Board, for year ended 5th April, 1898, 64..................................................... .
Trawling Operations and Fishes, on the Coast of New South Wales (Messrs. Frank Farnell and

Waite), 64 .................................................................................................. ........................................
Completion of Euroka Creek Channel, 64.
National Park, for 1897, 64 .............................................................................................. ’......................
Royal Commission on Charges made by Mr. Levien, M.P., against Messrs. Sleath and Ferguson

Ms.P., 64...................................................................................................................................  ....... .
Fbom Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works:—

Thirteenth General, 34..............................................................................................................................
Railway from Warren to Coonamble, 11..................................................................................................
Harbour Works at Tweed River, 11 ......... .......................................................................................  __
Railway, Rosehill Railway to Dural, 11..................................................................................................

Do Ivoorawatha to Grenfell, 11 ......................................................................................................
Do Byrock to Brewarrina, 11 ........................................................................................................
Do Narrabri to Pilliga, 34 ............................................................................................................
Do Woolabra to Collarendabri, 34 ............................................................................ ................

Harbour Works, Macleay River, 47..... ....................................................................................................
Railway, Maitland to Taree, 47 ..............................................................................................................
Harbour Works at Manning River, 47 ............................................................. ....................................

Do Bellinger River, 47 ..................................................................................................
Do Hastings River, 47 ......... ......................................................................................
Do Nambucca River, 64............................................. ............................... ....................

Printing Committee :— ............
. Nos. 1 to 3, brought up, 40, 58, 68..................................................................................................... .

Select Committees :— ........
The Governor’s Opening Speech, 6.

RESOLUTIONS
Committee of the Whole :— '

Reported, 41, 42. .
Agreed to, 41, 42.

Supply:—

i-1

r- 2

1

• Reported, 29.
Agreed to, 30.

Ways and Means 

Reported, 30.
Agreed to, 30.

RESUMPTIONS OP LAND (See “PUBLIC WORKS ACT”; also “LANDS EOR PUBLIC 
PURPOSES ACQUISITION ACT”).

RIFLE RANGE (See “ MILITARY ”).
RIFLE SHOOTING:—

Report on, under Active Service Conditions, laid on Table, 47...................
ROADS (See also “ CITY AND NORTH SYDNEY TUNNEL-ROADWAY BILL'”)":—..................

South Head Roads Teust :—

Accounts for the half-year ended 31st December, 1897, laid on Table, 27. ,
Compensation undee Act op 1897:— .

Minute of Executive Council, transferring amount from Vote, “ Department of Lands—Contin
gencies,” to supplement Yote for, laid on Table, 45.

ROOKWOOD (See “MUNICIPAL”).
ROSEHILL (See “RAILWAYS”). '
ROSS, HUGH, ESQUIRE

Elected as Member for Narrabri, sworn, 1.
Proclamation validating election for Narrabri, 1. .

RULES (See “SUPREME COURT”).
RULINGS OF SPEAKER (See “SPEAKER”).
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SAVINGS BANK (See “GOVERNMENT SAYINGS BANK”).
SCHOOL OF MINES AND ASSAY WORKS :—

Minute of Executive Council, transmitting amount from “Prospecting Vote,’, to supplement Vote 
for, laid on Table, 9.

SESSIONAL ORDEBS
Business Days, 12. .
Precedence of Business, 12.
Standing Orders Committee appointed, 29.
Refreshment Committee appointed, 29.
Printing Committee appointed, 29. .
Library Committee appointed, 29.
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SEWERAGE
Premises of Board, Pitt and Wilmot Streets, Sydney —

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 26.
Johnstone’s Bay Storm-water Sewers : —

Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 27.
Completion of Works:—

Report on, laid on Tabic, 34 (5).
Western Suburbs Outfall Sewer at Rockdale:—

Additional By-law, laid on Table, 64.
Main Outfall Sewer at Middle Harbour :—

Additional Bv-law, laid on Table, 64.
SITES FOR CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGrES (See “ CROWN LANDS”;.
SKINNER, MR. G-. J. (See “PUBLIC SERVICE”).
SLEATH, RICHARD, ESQ., M P. (See “PRIVILEGE”; also “CHARGES MADE BY MR.

LEVIEN, M.P., AGAINST MR. SLEATH, M.P., AND MR. FERGUSON, M.P.”). 
“SOBRAON” NAUTICAL SCHOOL SHIP

Report for Tear ended 30th April, 1897, laid on Table, 40 ..................................... ............................
SOUTH HEAD ROADS TRUST

Accounts of, for half-year ended 31st December, 1897, laid on Table, 27.
SPEAKER:—

Reports issue of Writs, 1.
Reports return of Writs, 1.
Lays Papers on Table, 9 (2), 37 (3), 45 (2).
Appoints Temporary Chairmen of Committees, 9.
Lays on Table Warrant appointing Elections and Qualifications Committee, 10; maturity 

reported, 37.
Clerk reports unavoidable absence of, and Deputy Speaker takes Chair, 11, 45, 61.
Takes Chair after meeting of House, and apologises for his unavoidable absence, 13.
Directs Sergeant-at-Arms to remove Member from Chamber, 13.
Commission of Deputy, to administer Oath of Allegiance, reported aud[read by Clerk, 15.
Clerk adjourns House in absence of Speaker and Deputy Speaker, 43.

Rulings of:—

That Acting Chairman of Committee of Supply was incorrect in ruling Mr. Dacey in order when 
reading extracts from the Royal Commission on charges against Senior-constable Quelch, 
during the Financial Debate, as no item was relevant to matter, 29.

STAMP DUTIES BILL ...
Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 

(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°. 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 58.

STANDING ORDERS
Sessional Order appointing, passed, 29.
Suspended to pass Bill through all stages in one day, 28, 41.
Suspended, as matter of urgency, to pass Bills through all stages in one day, 48.
Suspended, as matter of urgency, to consider Message from Council in respect to amendments in 

Crown Lands Bill, 67.
STATE CHILDREN’S RELIEF ACTS, 1881-96

Report of Board for year ended 5th April, 1898, laid on Table, 64 .......... .......................................
Regulations under, laid on Table, 26.

STATUTE LAW REVISION BILL
Standing Orders suspended (urgency;, 48; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 

(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 23, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 58.

STOCK (See also “LIENS ON CROPS AND WOOL AND STOCK MORTGAGES BILL”; also 
, “PASTURES AND STOCK PROTECTION BILL”)

Annual Report of the Stock and Brands Branch of the Department of Mines for 1897, laid on
Table, 25 ............................................................................................................................................

Minute of the Executive Council, transferring amount from “ Prospecting Vote to Supplement 
Vote for Imported Stock,” laid on Table, 9 (2j.

STOCKTON GRAVING-DOCK (LEASING) BILL
Assent to (Session 1897), reported, 3. '

STORES AND STATIONERY: —
Minute of the Executive Council, transferring amounts from various heads of Service to supplement 

Vote for, laid on Table, 9.
SUNDAY TRADING BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. Copeland) for Committee of Whole, 28; motion made for House to go into 
Committee, and negatived, 59.

SUPPLY:—
Point of Order reported from Committee, 29.
No quorum reported from Committee, 29.
Motion made (Mr. Reid) for House to go into Committee of, 13.
House in Committee (Financial Statement), 29.
Resolution reported, 29.
Resolution agreed to, 30.
Order of the Day postponed, 35, 58.

SUPREME COURT :—
Rules in Equity Jurisdiction, laid on Table, 26 (*).
Rules in Divorce, laid on Table, 64.

SYDNEY (See “WATER SUPPLY”).
SYDNEY-EITZROY DIVISION (See “ELECTORAL”).
SYDNEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL:—

Report for 1897, laid on Table, 40 .........................................................................................................
SYDNEY WATER SUPPLY CONDUIT ADDITIONAL WORKS BILL 

Assent to (Session 1897), reported, 2.
SUPERANNUATION FUND (See “CIVIL SERVICE”).
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TAMWORTH (See “ COURT-HOUSE, TA.MWORTH ”).
TAREE (See-“RAILWAYS”).
TELEGRAPHS.

Amended Regulations and Rates, laid on Table, 64.
Office, Naerasdeea :—

Notification of resumption of land under the Public Works Act for erection of, laid on Table, 27 
Conference:—

Report of Postal and, held in Hobart, March-April, 1898, laid on Table, 64......................................
TELEPHONE

Amended Regulations and Rates, laid on Table, 64.
TONNAGE DUES (See “WHARFAGE RATES AND TONNAGE DUES”).
TRADE MARKS (See “INTERNATIONAL PATENTS AND TRADE MARKS ARRANGE

MENTS BILL”). .
TRADES UNIONS (See “FRIENDLY SOCIETIES AND TRADES UNIONS”).
TRAMWAYS

Report of Commissioners for Railways and, for quarter ended 31 December, 1897, laid on Table, 28 
Do do 31 March, 1S98, laid on Table, 28...

TRANSFER OF YOTES BY EXECUTIVE MINUTES.
TRAWLING OPERATIONS (See “FISHERIES”).
TREASURER’S ADVANCE ACCOUNT (See “FINANCE”).
TRIAL BAY (See “GAOLS”).
TRUNDLE DAM (See “CROWN LANDS”).
TRUST MONEYS DEPOSIT ACCOUNT

Statement of, from 1st April, 1897, to 31st March,*1898, laid on Table, 28.
TRUST PROPERTY (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Assent to (Session 1897), reported, 3. -
TRUSTEE BILL:—

Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48 ; received from Legislative Council, and, on motion, 
(Mr. Reid), read 1°, 2°, committed reported without amendment, report adopted, r»ad 3°, 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 49. .

.TUBBO LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”). - 
TUGGERAH LAKE (See “ FISHERIES ”).
TWEED RIVER (See “HARBOURS”). ’
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UNIVERSITY- OF SYDNEY

Report for 1897, laid on Table, 40 ...........................................
Amended By-laws, laid on Table, 40.

URGENCY :—
Bills passed through all stages on same day, as matter of, 48. 
Consideration of Message from Council, 67.

USHER (See “BLACK ROD”). •
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. V
VAUTIN, MR. E. S. (See “PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
VEGETATION DISEASES BILL:—

Assent to (Session 1897), reported, 3.
VOLUNTEER FORCE REGULATION ACT OF 1867 

Amended Regulations, laid on Table, 26.
VOTE OF CREDIT

Message from Governor, 12.’
VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, 1 to 9...................................

w
WARRANT (See “SPEAKER”).
WARREN (See “RAILWAY”; also “WEIRS”).
WATER SUPPLY (See also “SYDNEY WATER SUPPLY CONDUIT ADDITIONAL WORKS 

BILL”; also “CROWN LANDS”; also “BY-LAWS”):—
Premises of Board, Pitt and Wilmot Streets, Sydney:—

Notification of resumption of land, under the Public Works Act, laid on Table, 26.
Village of The Oaks :—•

Notification of resumption of land for access to water, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 26 
City of Sydney and Suburbs :—

Notification of resumption of land under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on 
Table, 26.

Mudgee :— ■

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 27.
Districts North of Parramatta River :—

Notification of resumption of land, under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on 
Table, 27.

Cootamundra :— •

Notification of resumption, under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid cn 
Table, 27.



XX INDEX.

EEFEEBNOES THE VOTES AND PEOCEEDINOS, YOL. I—17TH PAELIAMENT—SESSION 1898.

w
IPAPEES OEDEEED TO

BE PEINTED.

VOL. PAQ-E.

WAYS AND MEANS _.
Motion made (Mr. Reid) for House to go into Committee, 13.
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Eesolution reported, 30.
Hesolution agreed to, 30.
Order of the Day postponed, 35, 5S.

WEIG-HTS AND MEASURES BILL:— _
Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 

(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 55. '

WEIRS :—
Middle Billabong;—

Notification of resumption of land, under Public Woris Act, for construction of, laid on Table, 27.. 
Waeben :—

Notifications of resumptions of land, under Public Works Act, construction of, laid on Table, 27 (5) 
WERAI LEASEHOLD AREA (See “CROWN LANDS”).
WHARFAHE RATES AND TONNAGE DUES

Return to Order (Session 1897), laid on Table, 27.
WILLOUGHBY FALLS (See “ DRAINAGE ”).
WILLS PROBATE AND ADMINISTRATION BILL

Standing Orders suspended (urgency), 48; Received from Legislative Council, and, on motion 
(Mr. Gould), read 1°, 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, 
passed, and returned to Council without amendment, 52-3.)

WINTON (See “CEMETERIES”).
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Do do Sydney-Fitzroy Division, 1.
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POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH CONFERENCE, 1898.

REPORT OF THE DELEGATES TO THE INTERCOLONIAL POSTAL 
AND TELEGRAPHIC CONFERENCE HELD IN HOBART DURING 
MARCH AND APRIL, 1898.

President: The Hon. Sir Philip Fysh, K.C.M.G., M.H.A., of Tasmania.

I. The following Colonies were represented :—New South Wales, Victoria, South
Australia, Queensland, and Tasmania.

II. The Conference sat on the 28th, 29th, 30th, and 31st March, and 1st, 2nd, and
4th April. -

The following were the principal Resolutions adopted ; viz. :—

Relating to Postal Service.
1. That in the opinion of this Conference it would be inadvisable to make any 

further reduction of the over-sea postage rate until the way is clear for a reduction in 
the present large subsidies paid for the carriage of such mails, and the present inland 
and intercolonial rates.

2. That this Conference is of opinion that the word “ specimen ” be placed across 
all stamps issued to collectors. That all Postage Stamps issued to the Berne Postal 
Bureau or between Post Offices shall bear an obliteration with the date-stamp.

3. That an inset or a hand-bill should not be regarded as coming within the 
definition of a Newspaper Supplement under the Post Office Acts.

4. That representations be made from this Conference to the Post Office authorities 
at Queensland, pointing out that the high rates charged on newspapers coming from 
other Colonies is an unjustifiable restriction on the Australian press.

5. That this Conference hereby records its appreciation of the zealous and able 
manner in which the Hon. J. Gavan Duffy, Postmaster-General of Victoria, discharged 
the duty of representing Australasia at the Washington Postal Convention.
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6. That this Conference recommend to the Governments of Australasia the ratification 

of the Treaty entered into at Washington at the last Universal Postal Congress.

7. That this Conference recommends to the Governments of Australasia that no 
alteration in International Postal Rates be made without the Colony proposing to make 
such alterations advising the other Colonies and endeavouring to arrange for uniformity 
of action.

8. That the various Agents-General Delegates to the Postal Conference in London 
be instructed to oppose the proposal to reduce the rate of postage to all parts of the 
British Empire from tyd. per f oz. to 2d., and also the Canadian proposal to reduce her 
outgoing rate from 5 cents, per ^ oz. to 3 cents, per oz., for the following reasons

1. The present rate is not an unreasonably high one, having in view the large
cost to the Colonies involved in the maintenance of the present means of 
Postal communication with the various portions of the Empire.

2. Because of the anomaly which would be created by carrying letters 14,000
miles for the same rate as now charged for delivery within the limits of the 
Town where posted.

Regarding the proposal of Canada to reduce her outgoing postage, this Conference 
is strongly of opinion that no reduction should take place which would be a departure 
from the present uniform rate, for the following reason, inter alia, at present a charge of 
2d. per half-ounce is made in Australia for the carriage of letters to however small a 
distance, while the 'Canadian proposal would involve the carrying of letters over the 
same routes at a greatly reduced cost. This would, in the opinion of the Conference, 
lead to confusion and dissatisfaction.

Telegraphic—Alteration in Rates.
9. That this Conference recommends to the Governments of Australasia that no 

alteration in International Telegraphic Rates be made without the Colony proposing to 
make such alterations advising the other Colonies, and endeavouring to arrange for 
uniformity of action.

10. That this Conference regrets that, owing to the financial loss involved, the 
question of a general reduction in the prices of Intercolonial Telegrams must stand over 
for the present, and make no suggestion on the question of the limitation of addresses ; 
but it is suggested that the Governments of New South Wales and Queensland arrange 
between themselves as to rates and limitations of words in addresses.

The following proposal by the Representative of Queensland, which was not 
agreed to, was ordered to be recorded“ That any re-arrangement of charges should 
be on the basis of either charging for every word, whether in addresses or text, such 
being the International principle, or, of allowing the address and signature to the 
number of twelve words to be sent free.” .

Share-dealing bv Operators.
11. That, in the opinion of this Conference, telegraphic employees should be 

absolutely prevented from speculating in shares.
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12. That, in the absence of any satisfactory proposal from the Eastern Extension
Telegraph Company, and of any proposal at all, except on the basis of an alternative 
cable via Africa, this Conference is unable to make any fresh arrangement with that 
Company. *

13. That this Conference re-affirms the opinion that in the interests of Australasia 
the Pacific Cable project should be consummated as speedily as practicable, and that the 
Governments of the various Australasian Colonies be requested to represent to the 
Imperial and Dominion Governments the foregoing opinion, together with the proposal 
of the Premiers as agreed to at their recent Conference held in Melbourne, viz. :— 
That if Great Britain and Canada would each contribute one-third of the cost, the 
Colonies would be prepared to contribute the remaining one-third.

14. That the question in reference to the Overland Telegraph Lines between South 
Australia and Queensland be referred to the Governments of those Colonies.

15. That this Conference has heard with satisfaction from the representative of 
South Australia of the intention of the Government to take immediate steps for the 
improvement of the Overland Telegraph Line, and urges him to impress upon his 
Government to lose no time in effecting the improvements suggested, and hopes the 
Western Australian Government will take similar steps with regard to their overland 
line.

General.
The Reports of the Heads of Departments on subjects of detail connected wirh 

Postal and Telegraphic matters were received and adopted.

Other matters were considered and withdrawn, for which see Minutes of 
Proceedings.

Appended to this Report will be found :—
1. Minutes of Proceedings.
2. Amendments of Postal Union Convention, and detailed Regulations,

Washington Congress, 1897.
3. Papers laid before the Conference.
4. Report of Heads of Departments,
5. Report of the Debates.

' Signed on behalf of New South Wales,
JOSEPH COOK.

Signed on behalf of Victoria,
JOHN GAVAN DUFFY.

Signed on behalf of South Australia,
J. G. JENKINS.

Signed on behalf of Queensland,
JAMES R. DICKSON.

7 -

Signed on behalf of Tasmania,
P. 0. FYSH.
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CORRIGENDA.

On page 23, last line, for “ out-territory ” read “ one territory.” 
After Article 90, page 37, strike out “ (See other side).”
Page 54, Article 40, strike out the eighth word “ of.”



POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH CONFERENCE,
HOBART, 1898.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS. *

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL CHAMBER, HOBART.

MONDAY, 28th MARCH, 1898.

The Conference - met at 11 a.m., when the under-mentioned gentlemen, representing the 
Colonies herein named, were present i—

New South Wales : The Hon. Joseph Cook, M.P., Postmaster-General. '
S. H. Lambton, Esq., Deputy Postmaster-General.
P. B. Walkek, Escp, M. Inst. C.E., M.I.E.E, Chief Electrician and 

Engineer-in-Chief Telegraph Department.
The Hon. John Gavan Duffy, M.L.A., Postmaster-General.
F. L. Outtkim, Esq., Deputy Postmaster-General, Secretary to 

Postal Department, and Superintendent of Telegraphs.
Sir Charles Todd, K.C.M.G., Postmaster-General.
The Hon. J. R. Dickson, C.M.G., M.L.A., Home Secretary and 

P ostmaster-General.
John M‘Donnell, Esq., Under Secretary to the Post and Telegraph 

Department and Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs.
J ohn Hesketh, Esq., Electrical Engineer.
The Hon. Sir Philip Fysh, M.H.A., Treasurer and Postmaster- 

General.
H. V. Bayly, Esq., Secretary to the Post Office.

Election of President.
The Honorable J oseph Cook moved, and the Honorable J. R. Dickson seconded,—

“That the Honorable Sir Philip Fysh, K.C.M.G., be appointed President of the 
Conference.”

Sir Philip Fysh acknowledged the honor, and took the Chair.

Secretary.
The Honorable John Gavan Duffy moved, and the Honorable Joseph Cook 

seconded,—
“That Mr. Thomas Cook Just be appointed Secretary to the Conference.”

Carried.

Victoria:

South Australia: 
Queensland:

Tasmania :

Admission of the Press.
The Hon. John Gavan Duffy moved, and the Hon. Joseph Cook seconded,—

“ That the representatives of the Press be admitted to the deliberations of the Conference, 
but not when in Committee.”

Carried.
Commissions.

TheHon. Jno. Gavan Duffy, the Hon. Joseph Cook, and the Hon. J. R. Dickson 
presented their Commissions as Representatives of Victoria, New South Wales, and Queensland 
to the Conference.

Representation of South Australia.
The Hon. John Gavan Duffy reported that the Ministerial Representative of South 

Australia, the Hon. J. G. Jenkins, had intimated to him that he would arrive in Hobart on 
Wednesday evening next. •
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Papers.

The following Papers were tabled :—
The Hon. Joseph Cook : Report on Palmrya and Fanning Islands, as to their suitability 

and capabilities as submarine cable stations, by Capt. A. M. Field, R.N., H.M.S. Penguin, 1897.
Sir Charles Todd : Table showing contribution of the several Colonies to guarantees 

and subsidies, not including the duplicate cable subsidy ; also Return of International Telegraphic 
Traffic, 1889 to 1897.

The Hon. Joseph Cook : Statistical Return of Telegraphs, New South Wales, for 1897.
«

Printing Committee.
Hon. Jno. Gavan Dufey moved,— •

“ That the Hon. the President and the Hon. Joseph Cook be appointed a Printing 
Committee. '

Hon. J. R. Dickson seconded.
Carried.

Time of Meeting.
Hon. J. R. Dickson moved,—

“ That this Conference meet for the despatch of business daily (Sundays excepted) from 
10‘30 a.m. to 1 P.M., and from 2 to 5 P.M. ,

Hon. J no. Gavan Duffy seconded. ,
Carried. -

Western Australia and New Zealand.
The Hon. Jno. Gavan Duffy expressed regret that the Colonies of Western Australia 

and New Zealand were not represented at the Conference by special Delegates, but trusted that 
the interests of Western Australia would be delegated to the South Australian Representatives. 
The Right Hon. Mr. Seddon, the Premier of New Zealand, had sent him a telegram express
ing sympathy with the objects of the Conference, and requesting to be kept informed by 
telegram as to the proceedings.

The President instructed the Secretary to comply with the request.

. Order of Business.
The following Paper was tabled and read by the Secretary :—

MEMORANDUM of Subjects proposed to be discussed.

Postal. .
; 1. Proposed reduction from 2\d. to 2d. per -fz. of postage on letters passing in both 

directions between the United Kingdom and other parts of the British Umpire. 
(N.S.W. 1), (Vic. 2), (Q. 4). _ _ .

2. Proposal of Canada to reduce Postage on Letters to all parts of the British Empire from
5 cents to 3 cents. (Vic. 3), (Q, 5).

3. Adoption of Uniform Letter Bills and furnishing Statistics of Intercolonial Correspondence.
(Q-7-)' . . . ■ . .

4. Adoption of Uniform Letter Bills for mails exchanged between (a) the principal Offices of
the Australasian Colonies, and (b) Border Post Offices. (N.S.W. 6.)

5. Australian Mails W ay Bill. (S.A. 7.)
6. Reply Postage Stamp. (S.A. 10), (Q. 6).

(a.) Merridew’s Scheme. *■
(6.) Maury’s Scheme.

7. The use of the “ Paid-at ” stamp on correspondence on which postage has been paid in
• cash. (Vic. 9.)

8. Inland Postage Rates Local Delivery. (S.A. 8.) .
9. Rates of Postage levied by Fiji on Patterns and Samples, and on Newspapers. (Vic. 23.)

10. Re Berne Bureau questioning the rates charged by the Australasian Colonies on Inter
national («) Patterns and Samples, and (b) Newspapers. (N.S.W. 7), (Q. 12).

11. Samples of Glass, &c. Fide London letter. (S.A. 13), (N.S.W. 36).
12. The Postage to be charged on obliterated stamps and spent letters. (Vic. 10.)
13. Bankers’ parcels : need for strictly enforcing Regulations relating thereto. (N.S.W. 10.)
14. The Intercolonial Packet Post to be limited to articles of no commercial or saleable value.

(Q. 9.) ^ _
15. Practice of taxing “Officially” or “Compulsorily” registered International .corre

spondence supposed to contain money or other valuable enclosure. (N.S.W. 11.)
16. Proposed amendment of Article 12 of the Australasian Postal Convention so far as it

relates to “Travellers’ ” Cards or Circulars. (N.S.W. 15.)



11

11
17. Permission to Commercial Travellers to post letters on trains without affixing late fee.

(Vic. 11.) _ S
18. Grrocers’ Price Lists, postage on. (S.A. 3.)
19. Proxy Forms or Notices, postage on. (S.A. 5.)
20. Circulars’ postage. (S.A. 9.)
21. Re Queensland surcharging New Zealand postal matter prepaid at the \d. per 2 oz. rate.

(N.S.W. 16.)
22. Proposal to prohibit the enclosure of articles of a monetary denomination in parcels and

packets. (N.S.W. 17.) -
23. Eates levied by the respective Australasian Colonies on “ Loose. Ship Letters.”
24. Transmission through the post of such publications as the “ Wife’s Guide and Friend.”

(Vic. 16.) '
25. Transmission of Promissory Notes, Circulars, and other printed matter with Accounts.

_ (Vic. 17.) _ _ *
26. Printed communications as footnotes on Invoices, Accounts, &c. (Vic. 18.)
27. Redirection charges. (S.A. 1.)
28. The obliteration of stamps issued to Collectors. (Vic. 19.)
29. Question as to how Specimen Postage Stamps supplied to the public and the Berne Postal

Bureau should be marked—whether “ Specimen ” or an obliteration of the date-stamp. 
(N.S.W. ]9.) _ F

30. Application of Union Patent Stationery Company re embossing combined sheet of note
paper and envelope. (Vic. 20.)

31. Counterfeit postage stamps : compliance with Article No. 18 Vienna Convention. (S.A. 6.)
32. Newspaper Supplements, Advertisement Sheets Bills, with name, date, and publisher’s name

thereon. (Vic. 22.)
33. “Dempsters,” postage on. (S.A. 4.)
34. Operation of “ Suppression of Gambling and Indecent Advertisements Act ” of Queensland,

in connection with newspapers published outside Queensland and forwarded by post to 
that Colony. (Vic. 4.)

35. Postal Guides, uniformity. (S.A. 2.)
36. Territorial transit rates charged by one Australian Colony to another such Colony, proposed

reduction. (N.S.W. 5.)
37. Accelerating of train service with English Mails from Brisbane. (Q. 12a), (N.S.W. 37).
38. Australasian Postal Convention. (Q. 3), (S.A. 1]).
39. Ratification of Washington Congress, and consideration of the various Conventions entered

into at Washington but not signed by the Australasian Delegate. (Vic. 1.)

Parcels Post. - ■
40. Proposed arrangement for enabling senders of parcels for despatch per parcels post to places

abroad to defray all Customs and other charges arising upon such parcels. (N.S.W. 2), (Vic. 12), (Q. 1). . * ^ ^
41. Customs Declarations on Parcel Post packages. (Tas. 3.) - '
42. Proposed “ Express Delivery ” of parcels and postal packets exchanged between the United

Kingdom and the Australasian Colonies. (N.S.W. 3), (Vic. 5).
43. France—Parcel Post Convention. (S.A. 12.) •
44. Establishment of direct exchange of parcels between the Australasian Colonies and Cape

Colony and other such South African States and Colonies. ‘ (N.S.W. 4), (Q-. ll).
45. Revision of Parcel Post Rates to India and the East. Ceylon to act as intermediary.

(Vic. 14.) -
46. Proposed introduction of system of Insurance on Postal Parcels. (N.S.W. 8.) ■
47. Articles having a saleable value received by Packet Post to be transferred to Inland Parcel

Post. (Q. 10.) . 1 '
48. Adjustment of Postage on Intercolonial Parcels posted out of course and received in the

Colony of destination by other than Parcel Post. (N.S.W. 9.)
49. Mode of charging and accounting for irregularly posted parcels. (Vic. 13.) '
50. Discontinuance of registration of parcels in New South Wales. (N.S.W. 12.)
51. Intercolonial charges for certificates of posting of parcels. (N.S.W.'13.) ■
52. Apportionment of Intercolonial Parcel Postage equally between the Colony • of ■ origin and

Colony of delivery. (Q. 8.)
53. Claim of London Office to be credited with Iri. per lb. for sea transit from -Australia to

England on parcels sent to Foreign Countries via the United Kingdom. (N.S.W. 14.)
54. Apportionment of postage on parcels exchanged with Foreign Countries through the inter

mediary of the United Kingdom. (Vic. 15), (Q. 2). ‘ •
55. The practicability or otherwise of introducing the “ Value Payable” or “ Cash” on delivery

of Parcels System into the Australasian Colonies. (N.S.W. 18.) ■

Money Orders and Postal Notes.
56. Rates of Commission on Money Orders from the Australasian Colonies to the United

Kingdom, Cape Colony, &c. (N.S.W. 21.) ,
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57. Reduction in rate of Commission to paying country on Money Orders exchanged between

Australasian Colonies and Singapore. (Yic. 8.) _
58. Treatment of Money Order Advices missent to other Colonies. (N.S.W. 22.) _
59. Practice of forwarding Money Order Advices with and without lists between Colonies.

(Tas. 1.) _
60. Telegraph Money Order System between Colonies. (Tas. 2), (N.S.W. 38).
61. Exchange of Money Orders with Japan. (Yic. 21), (S.A. 15).
62. Suggested discontinuance of the issue of duplicate Postal Notes, and the payment of the

face value of Postage Stamps affixed to Postal Notes. (Vic. 6.)
63. Duplicate Postal Notes. (S.A. 14.) . _
64. Exchange of Postal Notes between Australasia and the United Kingdom. (Vic. 7.)

Telegraphic.
65. Alternative Cable Route. (N.S.W. 23.)
66. Pacific Cable. (CJ. 21.)
67. Overland Telegraph Line, South Australia. (Q. 13.)
68. Cable Subsidies and Guarantees : time of year closing. (Tas. 5.) ^ _
69. Berne’s Circular re tabulated Telegraph Routes, and method of indicating such Routes.

(Vic. 26.)
70. Fire Alarms. (S.A. 1.)
71. Sunday Telegraph Rates to Tasmania. (S.A. 5.)
72. Intercolonial Telegraph. (S.A. 9.) .
73. Resolution of Conference Chambers of Commerce re Intercolonial Telegraph charges.

(Vic. 27.) _ ... .
74. Mode of counting and charging telegrams. Disputes with the public as to what are cipher

words. (N.S.W. 24). (Orders for parts of Machinery). (Vic. 24).
75. System of counting words in Inland and Intercolonial Ordinary Telegrams. (N.S.W. 25),

(Vic. 28).
76. Share-dealing. (S.A. 3.)
77. Share Telegrams between Stock Exchange. (S.A. 4.)
78. Counting double names in Telegrams. (Q. 16.)
79. i?e word “care” being inserted in address of Message. (Tas. 4.)
80. Suggested abolition of additional charge on Cipher words contained in Inland and Inter-

cplonial Telegrams. (N.S.W. 28), (Q; 18). ' _ _
81. Reduction of the New South Wales-Queensland Telegraph Rates ; and alteration in mode

of charging on Inland and Intercolonial Telegrams. (N.S.W. 34), (Q. 17).
82. Intercolonial Telegraph repeats. (S.A. 2.)
83. Proposed emission of the word “to” from before addresses on Telegrams. (N.S.W. 35),

(Vic. 25), (Q. 20). _ _
84. Charges for certified copies of Telegrams and Search Fees. (N.S.W. 26.) _
85. Re numbers as well as words appearing in Telegrams. (Q. 15), (N.S.W. 27), (Vic. 30).
86. Consideration of Berne’s Circular Letter7 August 3rd, 1897. (S.A. 10.)
87. The question of abolishing the system of “Urgent” Intercolonial Telegrams, or of over

coming the delays to which ordinary Telegrams are subjected in Colonies in which such 
system is in operation. (N.S.W. 29.)

88. Urgent Telegrams with West Australia. (Vic. 33.)
89. Urgent Telegrams, distinctive coloured forms. (S.A. 7.)
90. Question of issuing Vouchers with “Reply paid” Telegrams in terms of paragraph 1 Clause

51 of Buda-Pesth Telegraph Service Regulations. (N.S.W. 30), (Vic. 29).
91. Typewriters for Telegrams. (S.A. 8.) _ _
92. Code Vocabulary. Points submitted by Herne Telegraph Bureau for consideration.

(N.S.W. 31), (Vic. 32), (Q. 19). ...
93. Proposal that Australasian Telegraph Administrations undertake for a fee the “coding” of

International Messages as is now done by Reuter’s Agency. (N.S.W. 32.)
94. Adoption of uniform Charges and Regulations with respect to International Code Addresses.

(N.S.W. 33.)
95. Surnames as Code Addresses. (S.A. 6.)
96. Code Addresses. (Vic. 31.)
97. Code Addresses, Registration of. (Q. 14.)
98. Telegraph Regulations. (S.A. 11.)
99. Telephone Regulations. (S.A. 12.)

100. Private Telephone Line. (S.A. 13.)
101. Free transmission of Telegrams-on Postal Service over New Zealand and Bass Straits

Cables. (S.A. 14.) <
102. Establishment cjl Telephonic communication between the Capital cities of the Australian

Continent. (N.S.W. 38.)
Miscellaneous.

103. Regulations regarding Uniform Letter Carriers and Messengers. (S.A. 1.)
104. Holidays, Christmas and Good Friday. (S.A. 2.) ”
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It was resolved that the following subjects be considered by Ministers in Conference. 

Nos. 1, 2, 21, 24, 28, 29, 32, 34, 39, 65 to 68, 87 to 88, and 102.

Departmental Committee.
The Hon. Jno. Gavan Duffy moved, that the remaining subjects included in the business 

Paper be referred to a Sub-Committee of the Heads of Departments, with instructions to report 
to the Conference.

Hon. Joseph Cook seconded.
Carried.

The Washington Convention.
Hon. John Gavan Duffy gave notice to move to-morrow :—

“ That this Conference recommend to the Governments of Australasia the ratification of 
the recommendations entered into at Washington, at the last Universal Postal 
Convention.

That the Sub-Committee of Permanent Heads be requested to report to the Conference:— 
1st. On the several' matters left optional by the principal Treaty. 2nd. On the 
various subsidiary Treaties entered into by some' Administrations at Washington, 
but not signed by the Australian Delegate.”

Hon. John Gavan Duffy stated that to enable the Conference to discuss this Motion he 
would now table a translation of the Amendments of the Postal Union Convention and detailed 
Regulations.

Adjournment.
The Conference adjourned at noon until 10'30 next day.

' P. O. FYSH, President.
Thos. C. Just, Secretary.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL CHAMBER, HOBART.

TUESDAY, 29th MARCH, 1898.

The Conference met at 10-30 a.m., when the under-mentioned gentlemen, representing the 
Colonies herein named, were present:—

New South Wales :

Victoria:

South Australia : 
Queensland:

Tasmania:

The Hon. Joseph Cook, M.P., Postmaster-General.
S. H. Lambton, Esq., Deputy Postmaster-General.
P. B. Walker, Esq., M. Inst. C.E., M.I.E.E., Chief Electrician and 

Engineer-in-Chief Telegraph Department.
The Hon: John Gavan Duffy, M.L.A., Postmaster-General.
F. L. Outtrim, Esq., Deputy Postmaster-General, Secretary to Postal 

Department, and Superintendent of Telegraphs. -
Sir Charles Todd, K.C.M.G., Postmaster-General.
The Hon. J. R. Dickson, C.M.G., M.L.A., Home Secretary and 

Postmaster-General.
John M‘Donnell, Esq,, Under Secretary to the Post and Telegraph 

Department and Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs.
John Hesketh, Esq., Electrical Engineer.
H. V. Bayly, Esq., Secretary to the Post Office.

Chairman.
Hon. Jno. Gavan Duffy moved, and the Hon. J. R. Dickson seconded—

“ That, in the absence of the Hon. the President, the Hon. Joseph Cook do take the 
Chair.”

Carried.
Adjournment. .

Hon. J. R. Dickson moved1, and the Hon. Jno. Gavan Duffy seconded—
“ That, to enable the Departmental Heads to proceed with work in Committee, the 

Conference adjourn until 1()\30 a.m. to-morrow.”
Carried.

The Conference adjourned accordingly.

THOS. C. JUST, Secretary.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL CHAMBER, HOBART.

WEDNESDAY, 30th MARCH, 1898.
The Conference met at 10-30 a.m., when the under-mentioned gentlemen, representing the 

Colonies herein named, were present:—
New South Wales:

Victoria:

South Australia: 
Queensland:

Tasmania:

The Hon. Joseph Cook, M.P., Postmaster-General.
S. H. Lambton, Esq., Deputy Postmaster-General.
P. B. Walker, Esq., M. Inst. C.E., M.I.E.E., Chief Electrician and 

Engineer-in-Chief Telegraph Department.
The Hon. John Gay an Duffy, M.L.A., Postmaster-General.
F. L. Outtrim, Esq., Deputy Postmaster-General, Secretary to Postal 

Department, and Superintendent of Telegraphs.
Sir Charles Todd, K.C.M.G., Postmaster-General.
The Hon. J. R. Dickson, C.M.G., M.L.A., Home Secretary and 

P ostmaster-General.
John M‘Donnell, Esq., Under Secretary to the Post and Telegraph 

Department and Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs.
John Hesketh, Esq., Electrical Engineer.
H. V. Bayly, Esq., Secretary to the Post Offiee.

Chairman.
Hon. Jno. Gavan Duffy moved, and the Hon. J. R. Dickson seconded—

“That, in the absence of the Hon. the President, the Hon. Joseph Cook do take the 
Chair.”

Carried. '
Adjournment.

Hon. J. R. Dickson moved, and the Hon. Jno. Gavan Duffy seconded—
“ That, to enable the Departmental Heads to proceed with work in Committee, the 

Conference adjourn until 10'30 a.m. to-morrow.”
Carried.

The Conference adjourned accordingly.
THOS. C. JUST, Secretary.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL CHAMBER, HOBART.

THURSDAY, 31st MARCH, 1898.

The President, Hon. Sir Philip Fysh, K.C.M.G., took the Chair at 10'30 A.M., when the 
under-mentioned gentlemen, representing the Colonies herein named, were present:—

New ISouth Wales The Hon. Joseph Cook, M.P., Postmaster-General.
S. H. Lambton, Esq., Deputy Postmaster-General.
P. B. Walker, Esq., M. Inst. C.E., M.I.E.E., Chief Electrician and 

Engineer-in-Chief Telegraph Department.
Victoria: The Hon. John Gavan Duffy, M.L.A., Postmaster-General.

F. L. Outtrim, Esq., Deputy Postmaster-General, Secretary to Postal 
Department, and Superintendent of Telegraphs.

Hon. J. G. Jenkins, M.P., Commissioner of Public Works.
Sir Charles Todd, K.C.M.G., Postmaster-General.
The Hon. J. R. Dickson, C.M.G., M.L.A., Home Secretary and 

Postmaster-General.
John M‘Donnell, Esq., Under Secretary to the Post and Telegraph 

Department and Superintendent of. Telegraphs.
John Hesketh, Esq., Electrical Engineer.
The Hon. Sir Philip Fysh, K.C.M.G., M.H.A., Treasurer and 

P ostmaster-General.
H. V. Bayly, Esq., Secretary to the Post Office.

Reduction of Postage.
On the proposed reduction from 2^d. to 2d. per ^oz. of postage on letters passing in both 

directions between the United Kingdom and other parts of the British Empire :

South Australia : 

Queensland :

Tasmania, :
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Hon. Joseph Cook moved,—

“That in the opinion of this Conference it would be inadvisable to make any further 
reduction of the over-sea postage rate until the way is clear for a reduction in the 
present large subsidies paid for the carriage of such mails, and the present inland and 
intercolonial rates.”

Hon. J. Gavan Duffy seconded.
After discussion the Motion was agreed to.

Canadian Postage Rates.
Honorable J. Gavan Duffy moved,—

“ That the Conference resolve into Committee of the Whole to consider the proposal of 
Canada to reduce Postage on Letters to all parts of the British Empire from 5 cents 
to 3 cents.”

The President left the Chair, and the Conference went into Committee accordingly. 
After some time spent therein,
Honorable J. Gavan Duffy moved,—

“ That this Conference communicate by cable with the Canadian Post Office to the effect 
that the various Colonies cannot agree to receive Canadian Letters with only 3 cents 
postage thereon, and ask that the proposal be not proceeded with.”

Honorable J. R. Dickson seconded.
After discussion the Motion was agreed to.
The Conference resumed, and the President reported the Motion.

Postal Surcharges.
On the subject re Queensland surcharging New Zealand postal matter prepaid at the \d. 

per 2 oz. rate :
Honorable Joseph Cook moved,—

“That the subject be referred to the Sub-committee of the Heads of Departments for a 
Report.”

Honorable J. R. Dickson seconded.
After discussion, Honorable Joseph Cook withdrew his Motion, and the subject lapsed.

. Obliteration of Stamps.
On the obliteration of stamps issued to Collectors :
Hon. J. Gavan Duffy moved,—

“ That this Conference is of opinion that all stamps issued to collectors should be post
marked, so as to prevent their being used for postal purposes.”

Hon. J. R. Dickson seconded.
Hon. J. G. Jenkins moved as an Amendment,—

“ That the word ‘ specimen ’ be placed across all stamps issued to collectors.”
Hon. Joseph Cook seconded.
After discussion, the Hon. Mr. Duffy withdrew his Motion, and, on the Amendment being 

put, the voting was equal.
The President gave his casting vote in favour of the Amendment, which was carried.
On Question as to how Specimen Postage Stamps supplied to the public and the Berne 

Postal Bureau should be marked—whether Specimen ” or an obliteration of the date-stamp. 
Hon. J oseph Cook moved,—

“ That all Postage Stamps issued to the Berne Postal Bureau or between Post Offices 
shall bear an obliteration with the date-stamp.”

Hon. J. Gavan Duffy seconded the Motion, which was carried.

Newspaper Supplements, &c.
Question as to circulation of Newspaper Supplements, Advertisement Sheets Bills, with 

name, date, and publisher’s name thereon.
Hon. John Gavan Duffy moved,—

“ That an inset or a hand-bill should not be regarded as coming within the definition of a 
Newspaper Supplement under the Post Office Acts.”

Hon. J oseph Cook seconded.
After discussion the Motion was carried.
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Gambling and Indecent Advertisements.

On the operation of “ Suppression of Gambling and Indecent Advertisements ^Act of 
Queensland, in connection with newspapers published outside Queensland and forwarded by post 
to that Colony :

Hon. J. Gavan Dueey moved,—
“ That representations be made from this Conference to the Post Office Authorities of 

Queensland, pointing out that the operation of the “ Suppression of Gambling and 
Indecent Advertisements Act” and the “Post Office Act” in connection vuth 
Newspapers posted out of the Colony of Queensland, and forwarded by post to that 
Colony, is a restriction upon the Australian press.”

Honorable Joseph Cook seconded, hut suggested an alteration in the form of the Motion.
After discussion,
Hon. J. Gavan Dufey asked leave to withdraw his Motion and to substitute another, viz.

“ That representations be made from this Conference to the Post Office authorities of 
Queensland, pointing out that the high rates charged on newspapers coming from 
other Colonies is an unjustifiable restriction on the Australian press.”

Leave was given to withdraw the original Motion, and the substituted Motion was put to the 
Conference.

Hon. Joseph Cook seconded.
Discussion took place, in the course of which Hon. the President gave a brief description of 

the amended Gambling Act of Tasmania, stating that from experience gained as to its operation 
he could commend it to the attention of the Delegates from other Colonies.

The Motion was then put and carried.

The Conference adjourned until 2-30 P.M.

AFTERNOON SITTING.

The President took the Chair at 2'30. P.M.
Ratification of Washington Treaty.

The Question as to the Ratification of Washington Congress, and consideration of the 
various Conventions entered into at Washington but not signed by the Australasian Delegate, 
also Hon. Mr. Duffy’s Notice of Motion on the same subject, were postponed until next day.

Telegraphic.
Orders of the Day lo, 11, and 12 were ordered to stand over until after No. 15.

Cable Subsidies and Guarantees.
The subject as to the time of year for closing Cable Subsidies and Guarantees was called on. 
The Hon. the President suggested that this subject should be referred to the Permanent 

Heads of Departments to report.
. Hon. J. Gavan Duffy moved,— '

“ That the subject he referred accordingly.”
Hon. Joseph Cook seconded the Motion, which was carried. •

• Urgent Telegrams.
On the question of abolishing the system of “ Urgent Intercolonial Telegrams, or of 

overcoming the delays to which ordinary Telegrams are subjected in Colonies in which such 
system is in operation:

Hon. Joseph Cook moved,—
“That the system of ‘Urgent’ Telegrams in operation in six Colonies of Australia be 

abolished.”
Hon. J. Gavan Duffy seconded the Motion pro forma.

Hon. J. G. Jenkins moved as an amendment,—
“That the subject be referred to the Heads of Departments for report.

Hon. J. R. Dickson seconded.
After discussion the Amendment was put and carried.
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The question as to despatch of Urgent Telegrams with West Australia was also referred to 

the Heads of Departments for a Report.

Business postponed.
_ The question as to alternative Cable Route, the Pacific Cable, and the Overland Telegraph 

Lines of South Australia, were postponed until next day.

Telephonic Communication between Colonies.
_ As to the question of the establishment of telephonic communication between the Capital 

cities of the Australian Continent : .
Hon. Joseph Cook moved,—■

“ That the subject be referred to the Heads of Departments as to the question of cost.” 
Hon. J. (Javan Dueft seconded.
After discussion the Motion was carried.

Report of Heads of Departments.
Hon. Joseph Cook tabled an Interim Report from the Sub-Committee of Heads of 

Departments, and moved that it stand an Order of the Day for next day.

Adjournment.
. ' Hon. J. Gavan Duffy moved,—

“ That the Conference adjourn until 10-30 a.m. next day.”
Hon. Joseph Cook seconded the Motion, which was carried.

At 3,32 p.m. the Conference adjourned accordingly.

Thos. C. Just, Secretary.

P. O. FYSH, President.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL CHAMBER, HOBART.

FRIDAY, 1st APRIL, 1898.
. The President, Hon. Sir Philip Fysh, K.C.M.G., took the Chair at 10-30 a.m., when the 
under-mentioned gentlemen, representing the Colonies herein named, were present:—

Neiv South Wales : The Hon. Joseph Cook, M.P., Postmaster-General.
S. H. Lambton, Esq., Deputy Postmaster-General.
P. B. Walker, Esq., M. Inst. C.E., M.I.E.E., Chief Electrician and 

Engineer-in-Chief Telegraph Department.
The Hon. John Gavan Duffy, M.L.A., Postmaster-General.
F. L. Outtrim, Esq., Deputy Postmaster-General, Secretary to 

Postal Department, and Superintendent of Telegraphs.
Hon. J. G. Jenkins, M.P., Commissioner of Public Works.
Sir Charles Todd, K.C.M.G., Postmaster-General.
The Hon. J. R. Dickson, C.M.G., M.L.A., Home Secretary and 

Postmaster-General. '
John M‘Donnell, Esq., Under Secretary to the Post and Telegraph 

Department and Superintendent of Telegraphs.
J ohn Hesketh, Esq., Electrical Engineer.
The Hon. Sir Philip Fysh, K.C.M.G., M.H.A., Treasurer and 

Postmaster-General.
H. V. Bayly, Esq., Secretary to the Post Office.

Credentials. ■
The Hon. J. G. Jenkins (South Australia) and the Hon. Sir Philip Fysh (Tasmania) 

presented their credentials as Representatives to the Conference.

Telegraphic.
The Hon. the President tabled Telegraphic Statistics for Tasmania, 1897.

Victoria :

South Australia: 

Queensland :

Tasmania:
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The Washington Congeess.

As to the ratification of Washington Congress, and consideration of the various Con
ventions entered into at Washington hut not signed by the Australasian Delegate :

Hon. John Gavan Dueft moved,—
“ That this Conference recommend to the Governments of Australasia the ratification of 

the Treaty entered into at Washington, at the last Universal Postal Congress.
“ That the Sub-Committee of Permanent Heads he requested to report to the Conference:— 

1st. On the several matters left optional by the principal Treaty. 2nd. On the 
various subsidiary Treaties entered into by some Administrations at Washington, hut 

. not signed by the Australasian Delegate.” . 0
It was resolved that the second part of the Motion should be first considered, and the 

qnestion was put from the Chair,—
“ That the Sub-Committee of Permanent Heads he requested to report to the Conference :— 

1st. On the several matters left optional by the principal Treaty. 2nd. On the 
various subsidiary Treaties entered into by some Administrations at Washington, hut 
not signed by the Australasian Delegate.” '

Hon. J. It. Dickson seconded.
After discussion ;

Hon. J. GavaN Dueft asked leave to amend his Motion, by adding after the word 
• .■ '“Conference,” in the first line, “ 1st. On the effect of the Australasian Colonies of.

the proposed reductions, (a) Territorial; (b) Maritime.”
Leave having been given, the Amendment was agreed to, and the words inserted.

. The Motion, as amended, was then put as follows :— ■
“ That the Sub-Committee of Permanent Heads be requested to report to the Conference:— 

1st. On the effect to the Australasian Colonies of the proposed reductions, (a) 
Territorial; (b) Maritime. 2nd. On the several matters left optional by the principal 
Treaty. 3rd. On the various subsidiary Treaties entered into by some Administra
tions at Washington, but not signed by the Australasian Delegate.”

The Motion was agreed to. *
Hon J. Gavan Dueft moved,—

“ That the first part of the original Motion, That this Conference recommend to the 
Governments of Australasia the ratification of the Treaty entered into at Washington, 
at the last Universal Postal Congress, stand an Order of the Day for next day.”

Hon. J. G. Jenkins seconded.
Carried. .............

Representation at Washington.
Hon. Joseph Cook asked leave to move a Resolution without Notice.
Leave having been given; ‘ '
Hon. Joseph Cook moved,—

“ That this Conference hereby records its appreciation of the zealous and able manner in 
which the Hon. J. Gavan Duffy, Postmaster-General of Victoria, discharged the 
duty, of representing Australasia at the Washington Postal'Convention.”

Hon. J. R. Dickson seconded. ' ‘
The Motion was put and carried. . '
Hon.‘J. Gavan Dufi|T thanked the Conference for the Motion.

. . . . . . • 1 ‘ ‘ ‘

, , ■ . . ' TeuegeAphic. ' ' ' • ‘
The following Orders were called'oh and discharged,"being made .Orders of the Day for 

next day:— 1' ‘ , .
Subjects’ referred to Ministers;—/ ' . . '

(b) (65.) Alternative Cable Route. (N.S.W. 23.)
(c) (66.) Pacific Cable. (Q. 21.) , . <

' (d) (67.) Overland Telegraph Line, South Australia, (Q..13.) ‘

Repoet of Sub-Committee.
The Conference proceeded to consider tlie Report of the Sub-Committee of Permanent 

Heads of Departments on questions of detail submitted to them. ' '
The Secretary read the following paragraphs, which were agreed to with slight Amend

ments. The numbers are those used in the original Memorandum of Subjects to be discussed :—
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Nos. 3 and 4.—“Adoption of uniform Letter Bills, and furnishing Statistics of Inter

colonial Correspondence.”—“ Adoption of uniform Letter Bills for Mails 
exchanged between (a) the Principal Offices of the Australasian Colonies, and 
(b) Border Post Offices.” ‘

Recommended, That the Letter Bills as prepared by N ew South Wales, at the request of 
previous Conferences, be adopted, and that, during the months of May and November in each 
year, the number of letters, packets, and newspapers contained in mails be stated on Letter 
Bills for statistical purposes.

No. 5.—“Australian Mails Way-Bill.”
1

No report. Can be dealt with departmentally.

No. 6.—“Reply Postage Stamp—(a) Merridew’s Scheme; (b) Maury’s Scheme.”. '
. It would be impossible to introduce the universal use of the Reply Postage Stamp without 
interfering more or less with the postal revenue of the countries concerned, and we therefore 
cannot advise adoption of either scheme. '

No. 7.—“The use of the ‘Paid-at’ Stamp on Correspondence on which postage has been
paid in cash. ” „ , , , - • “

Recommended, That cash payment be accepted for all classes of mail matter over the value of 
£1, posted at one and the same-time, but that the “ Paid Stamp ” shall-indicate the postage pai,d 
for each article.. The Offices authorised to accept cash payment to be determined by each 
respective Administration. . \ ‘ '

No. 8.—“ Inland Postage Rates, Local Delivery.”
_ No report. The Postmaster-General, South Australia, suggests that where Id. postage is 
introduced it should be restricted to letters posted in a town for delivery in the same town. 
This system already obtains in Queensland and Tasmania. - . • -

, Nos. 9 and 10.—“ Rate.s of Postage levied1 by Fiji on Patterns and Samples and on 1 
N ewspapers ”—“ Be Berne Bureau questioning the rates charged by the Australasian 
Colonies on International (a) Patterns, and Samples, and (b) Newspapers.”

, As our rates of postage on patterns and samples and newspapers are in strict conformity 
with Article 5 of the Vienna Convention,'and Fiji is charging similar rates, the objections raised 
by Berne to the rates of Fiji are not supported by the Convention. Should the Berne conten
tion be upheld it would involve the fates in all the Colonies being raised, in the case of packets, 
from Iti. to for two ounces. 1 ’

No. 11.—“ Samples of Glass, &e.—vide London Letter, dated 21st January, 1898.”
_ Hitherto it has been the practice of the Australasian Colonies to permit “ Queen bees, and 

live but harmless entomological specimens,” as well as glassware—-provided such ‘articles be 
properly and securely packed—to be transmitted by sample post within the Colonies and to any ‘ 
other country or colony where allowed by the local regulations ; but the Colonies have refused 
to transmit by sample post packets of liquids, oils, fatty substances, dry powders • (whether ' 
dyes dr not). However, from the 1st January, 1899, the transmission of1 the whole of the ‘ 
above-mentioned articles by sample post will be obligatory between union countries under the 
Washington Congress. ‘ ■

The London Office has now written to say that the Postmaster-General is willing to allow 
samples of glass, liquids, greases, and colouring powders (but apparently not live bees) to pass 
in the mails exchanged between the Australian Colonies and. ,the Gnited. Kingdom after .the 1st 
March, 1898, the date from which they1 will be allowed to pass in the inland postal service of the 
United Kingdom, and that Office desires to be informed whether the Colonies will agree to such 
exchange.

_ The transmission of the articles mentioned will be governed by the provisions‘of the Postal 
Union Regulations, and the.limits of size and weight will be those already applicable to samples 
exchanged between,the Australian Colonies and the1 United Kingdom—viz., 2 feet in length by 
1 foot in width and depth, and 1 lb. in weight. 1 ' ; .

As the transmission of the articles referred to by sample post will be compulsory from the 
1st January, 1899, there would not seem to be any objection to the exchange with the United 
Kingdom taking place from the 1st July next.
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No. 12.—“ The Postage to be charged on obliterated stamps and spent letters.”

Recommended, That obliterated stamps and spent letters be sent at Commercial Paper Rates 
within the Colonies, subject to usual packet Regulations, but this cannot be done internationally, as 
the Rules of the Universal Postal Union Convention require letter rate to be paid.

No. 13.—“Bankers’ Parcels : need for strictly enforcing Regulations relating thereto.”
We advise that intercolonially the following existing Regulation be in future strictly 

adhered to : —
Bankers’ packets (i.e., packets sent from one bank to another), containing bank-notes,

. cheques, cheque-books, drafts or orders, provided they are enclosed in covers with 
the ends sufficiently open to admit of postal officials seeing that they contain nothing 
in the nature of a letter. Though not compulsory, it is strongly recommended that 
bank-notes should be registered. They must be registered if addressed to another 
Australian Colony, and cannot be forwarded at packet rates to the United Kingdom, 
West Australia, New Zealand, or any other country.

Bank passbooks may be sent from or to any bank at packet rates, provided they are 
enclosed in covers with the ends sufficiently open to admit of postal officials seeing that 
“ passbooks ” only are being transmitted. Every such packet must be endorsed 
“Passbook only.”

No. 14.—“The Intercolonial Packet Post to be limited to articles of no commercial or
saleable value.” '

W e consider that the present Regulations which admit of small packets of merchandise not 
exceeding 1 pound in weight being exchanged with all Colonies except Queensland, at packet 
rate of Id. per 2 ounces should be adhered to, and, if possible, be extended to Queensland ; that 
Colony however objects to merchandise being sent by packet post. v

A discussion took place on this subject; the Representatives of New South Wales, Victoria, 
and South Australia urging the Representative of Queensland to reduce the charges and fall 
into line with the other Colonies.

Hon. J. R. Dickson promised to bring the subject under the notice of the Queensland 
Government.

No. 15.-—“Practice of taxing ‘officially ’ or ‘compulsorily ’ registered International 
correspondence supposed to contain money or other valuable enclosure.”

The Postal Laws of the Colonies provide for compulsory registration of letters containing 
valuable enclosures. Under the Universal Postal Union, however, it is not permissible to send 
coin, bullion, &c., and the principle of compulsory or official registration is not recognised under 
the Convention. The practice of compulsorily registering letters to Great Britain containing 
coin or bank notes has, however, been in operation for some time past in most of the Colonies, 
and, until recently, accepted by the London Post Office. We consider that, in the case of letters 
containing valuable enclosures posted in the ordinary way, it is more desirable in every respect to 
send them on charged with registration fee than to send them forward unregistered. We advise 
that the London Office be communicated with, and invited to accept such correspondence in future 
as they have done in the past, and collect the registration fee on delivery.

No. 16.—“Proposed Amendment of Article 12 of the Australasian Postal Convention 
so far as it relates to Travellers’ Cards or Circulars.”

Under Article 12 of the Australasian Postal Convention appears the following paragraph :— 
_ “ Cards, Travellers’ Cards, or Circulars may be sent at Packet rates, and, if necessary, may
include a catalogue or list of prices. They may also bear the date and name of the traveller.”
. We recommend that the following words be added—“ the date of sending and the date of 
intended visit of the traveller, also the time of departure of train or steamer, and name of latter 
by which the goods are forwarded.”

No. 17.—“Permission to Commercial Travellers to post letters on trains without affixing 
- Late fee.”

We consider this matter should be left to each Administration to act for itself. It is in 
operation in Victoria and New South Wales, whilst in Tasmania no Late fees are charged.

No. 18.—“ Grocers’ Price Lists, Postage on.”
Two newspapers submitted by South Australia, apparently intended as “ Grocers’ Price 

Lists,” but some other matter being included in order to induce the Department to pass them as 
newspapers, it is recommended that one of the publications submitted, namely, “ Monthly 
News,” is within the definition of a newspaper, and can pass through the post as such. The 
second, “ The Household,” does not comply with the Regulations, inasmuch as the full date of 
publication is not given. '

Referred back to the Sub-Committee to be re-formulated.
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No. 19.—“Proxy Forms or Notices : Postage on.”

We consider that these may pass at Packet rate of postage.

No. 20.—“ Circulars’Postage.”
No report.

No. 22.—“Proposal to prohibit the enclosure of articles of a monetary denomination in
parcels and packets.” .

We think it most undesirable that Postal Notes, Money Orders, and Cheques should be 
transmitted through the post as packets, or enclosed in packets or parcels, but should be sent 
separately at the Letter rate of postage. (This of course does not apply to the special con
cessions in regard to Bankers’ parcels.)

No. 23.—“Hates levied by the respective Australasian Colonies on ‘ Loose Ship Letters.’”
Recommended, That in the case of loose letters received in one Colony from another by sea, 

a late fee of 2d. each be levied on delivery in addition to the ordinary postage paid upon them, 
and double the deficiency where the ordinary postage is insufficiently prepaid.

No. 25.—“Transmission of Promissory Notes, Circulars, and other printed matter with 
‘ . Accounts.” .

We consider that Promissory Notes signed o* unsigned, Circulars, and other printed matter 
are entitled to be enclosed with Accounts and Packet rates levied on the whole packet.

No. 26.—“ Printed communications, as footnotes on Invoices, Accounts, &c.”
We recommend the adoption of the following amended'Regulations dealing with Accounts 

and Invoices :—“ Accounts and Invoices, receipted or unreceipted, the remark; “ With thanks” 
will be allowed, but either printed or written communications in the nature of a letter or of the 
character of actual or personal correspondence, by code or otherwise, are chargeable as: letters. 
Invoices may be receipted, and may advise when or how the goods are forwarded, but may contain 
no other written matter, nor anything in the nature of actual or personal correspondence by code 
or otherwise. They may, however, bear the following trade notices, whether printed or impressed 
with a rubber or other stamp :—“ All empties returned must be advised “ When remitting, 
please return the statement to be receipted “ Terms, cash in advance “ Terms, 2^ per cent, 
discount for cash “ This settles your account up to date “ Cheque will oblige.” Anything, 
however, of a general character printed in ordinary type may be enclosed with accounts, provided 
it is not of the nature of a personal correspondence.”

No. 27.—^‘Redirection Charges.” ' '
We report that all the Colonies, with the exception of Queensland, make no charge , for 

redirection fee. Queensland, under Section 15, Post Office Act, 1891, charges a redirection fee, 
but this fee is not collected by the other Colonies.

The Representatives of New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia urged the Represen
tative of Queensland to abandon the fee for re-direction in that Colony, and come into uniformity 
with other Colonies.

Hon. J. R. Dickson pointed out that the charge was fixed by Act of Parliament in 
Queensland, and an amendment of the law would be necessary to effect the desired change. He 
would make it his duty to' represent the matter to the Government of Queensland. -

No. 30.—•“ Applications re embossing combined sheet of note-paper and envelope.”
. In the opinion of this Committee there is no objection to applications being granted with 

regard to impressing stamps on the combined sheet of note-paper and envelope, on the following 
conditions :— .

1. Not fewer than 500 envelopes of any one size to be received at any time.
2. Coloured envelopes not to be received for stamping.
3. Envelopes which are too thin to bear the impression of the die not to be received.
4. Envelopes provided by the Post Office Department with the proper stamp thereon

to be substituted for any which may be spoiled in the operation of stamping.
5. A charge of 2s. per 1000 to be made for stamping.

The present practice in the different Colonies is as follows :—No* charge is made in New 
South Wales and Tasmania, 3s. per 1000 is charged in Queensland, 2s. in Victoria; South 
Australia not undertaking the duty at all.

No. 31.—“ Counterfeit Postage Stamps—Compliance with Article No. 18, Vienna Convention.”
Under Article 18 of the Vienna Convention the contracting countries undertake to adopt 

or to propose to their respective Legislatures the necessary measures for punishing the fraudulent



22
manufacture or use of counterfeit stamps, and we think that it is desirable that the necessary 
legislation to enable the Colonies to give effect to this Article be obtained as early as possible 
by those Colonies which do not already possess it.

No. 33.—“Dempsters’, Postage on.”
Publication submitted by South Australia. We are of opinion that this publication should 

pay Packet rate of postage, not being published in book form.
Referred back to Sub-Committee for re-consideration.

No. 35.—“ Postal Guides, uniformity.”
We advise that the question be taken up later on if time permits.

No. 36.—“ Territorial transit rates charged by one Australian Colony to another 
such Colony, proposed reduction.”

As the Postmaster-General South Australia has assured this Committee that the present 
payment on the homeward mails and the payment by Great Britain to South Australia on the 
outward mails only about covers actual expenses, taking, of course, into account the landing 
and embarking of mails at Largs. Bay, we do not advise that any reduction be made 
in these rates at present. In connection with this matter, we desire to call attention ta the 
fact that in the new contracts with the P. & O. and Orient Companies, the contractors are 
required to land and embark the mails at all ports, including Largs Bay ; but in the interests 
of the Colonies it is our opinion that the Adelaide Post Office should still undertake the service 
of landing and embarking the mails at Largs Bay, as the incoming mails occasionally arrive at 
such a time as to render it necessary for using the greatest possible expedition in landing the 
mails, hy order that they may reach Adelaide in time for Melbourne express leaving at 4'30.

No. 37.—“ Accelerating-.of train-service with English mails from Brisbane.”
It is admitted that the, present railway arrangements are extremely inconvenient to Queens

land in regard to the connection of the English mails at Sydney. If any arrangement could be 
made by which the Commissioners of these two Colonies could arrange for a train to leave 
Brisbane about 1:30 p.m. on Monday to arrive at Sydney at 5 p.m. next day, this would enable 
the Queensland public to post up to noon on Monday, instead of the business people having 
practically to close their correspondence on Saturday evening.

No. 37a.—Question of special trains in event of mail steamers reaching Largs Bay on
Saturdays and Sundays.”

As bearing upon the English Mail Train Service, and considering the likelihood under the 
present contract of the steamers frequently reaching Largs Bay on Saturday and Sunday, we 
have considered the question of making some provision for forwarding these mails on to their 
destination by special trains, and thus avoiding the great delay which would be otherwise unavoid- 

AppendixA. able. A Memorandum showing possibilities in regard to special trains is appended, and we 
recommend that the questions therein set forth be remitted for the favourable consideration of the 
Colonies concerned.

No. 387—“ Australasian Postal Convention.”
We advise that this qurdfoT. be taken up later on if timejpermits.

No. 40.—-“ Proposed arrangement for enabling senders of parcels for despatch per Parcels Post to 
places abroad, to defray all Customs and other charges arising upon such parcels.”

The proposed arrangement is explained in the subjoined letter from the London Post Office, 
12 March, 1897 :—

“ I am directed by the Postmaster-General to enquire whether your office would be disposed to take 
part in an arrangement, which is under consideration here, for enabling the senders of parcels sent abroad 
by Parcel Post to defray all the charges arising upon them, that is to say, not merely the postage, but also 
the Customs and other charges, which have now to be paid by the addressees on delivery. Such an 
arrangement is in operation in connection with the Parcel Post between several of the countries of the 
Postal Union, and is said to work well. The procedure is as follows :—

“ A person wishing to relieve his correspondent of all charge in respect of a parcel, endorses it ‘ to be 
delivered free of all charge,’ signs a declaration that he will pay the amount due as soon as it is ascer
tained, and, if required, pays a deposit. A form, similar to the one annexed, is then made out and 
accompanies the parcel to the office of exchange of the country of destination, where the parcel is 
examined, and the charges are assessed. The amount is entered on the form, and claimed on a parcel bill, 
to which the form is attached as a voucher. The form is then sent back to the office of posting, where a 
settlement is come to with the sender. The parcel is, of course, delivered free.

“ In this country it is proposed to charge for the facility a fee of 6<7. per parcel.
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“ If your office, with the consent of the Government, is of opinion that the proposed arrangement 

might with advantage be adopted, you will no doubt be good enough to inform me to that effect. A date 
can then subsequently be fixed by mutual consent for bringing it into operation.”
, recommend that the suggestion of London should he approved, provided that the fee,
m addition to the postage, instead of being (id., be Is., to be equally divided between the United 
Kingdom and the Colony interested.

. No. 41.—“ Customs Declarations on Parcel Post Packages.”
We recommend that the Regulation of the London Post Office, as under, with reference to 

valuation of Parcel Post Packets be adopted, viz. :—
Customs Declaration and Despatch Note.

“Parcels are subject to Customs Regulations, and the sender of each parcel is required to make, for 
Customs purposes, upon a special form or forms, which can be obtained at any Post Office, an accurate 
statement of the nature and value of the contents- and other particulars. Underoahdng the contents, or 
failure to describe them fulh/, may result in seizure of the parcels, The .net weight or quantity of the 
various articles contained in a parcel should, if possible, be stated, and any other particulars which would 
facilitate the assessment of Customs Duty—such as, in the case of clothing, the material of which it is 
composed, and whether it is new or has been worn. In the case of articles returned to the country where 
they originated the fact should be stated.” ‘

No. 42.—“ Proposed ‘Express Delivery ’ of Parcels and Postal Packets exchanged between 
the United Kingdom and the Australasian Colonies.”

By circular letter dated the 20th April, 1897, the London Office wrote to the respective 
Australasian Postal Administrations, bringing under notice the system of delivering ordinary 
postal packets by express messenger, stating that the system had worked well in the United 
Kingdom, and was about to be extended to international parcels. '
# The London Office suggests that, if the Colonies are now able to undertake express delivery, 
it should apply to parcels as well as to other postal packets, but, if the Colonies be still unable to 
arrange for the delivery by special messenger of postal packets received,from places abroad, they 
may defeire to give senders in the Colonies the opportunity of securing the express delivery of 
correspondence _ forwarded by them to the United Kingdom. If so, the London Office is 
prepared to deliver specially all ordinary postal packets as well as parcels marked “express,” 
received in the mails from the Colonies. The express fee on ordinary postal packets, at the rate 
of 3d. per mile, cannot be prepaid, but will be collected on delivery, while, in the case of parcels 
for “ express ” delivery, a special fee of 5d. each parcel should be collected from the sender, and 
credited to the Imperial Post Office on the parcel bill.

We consider that the requisite facilities for the establishment of the system do not exist ' 
here ; there is ho demand for its establishment; there are objections to its partial iiitroduction' 
{i.e., that it should apply only to parcels from Australia) ; the express' fees chargeable eveil under 
the favourable circumstances of a large traffic would not be rerimnerative ; and the'prbposal that 
the .Colonies should undertake the collection > of fees on behalf of the United Kingdom, and 
undertake the task of specially treating all such parcels without any remuneration, is considered, 
inequitable. . ' " 1

Under the circumstances we think it undesirable that the proposal should be acceded to, ,
The. Conference, at 1 o'clock* adjourned until 4 o’clock. ' ' '

• . AFTERNOON SITTING. ■ ■ ■ :
• The President took the Chair at 4 p.m. .

The Conference further considered the .Report of Sub-Committee of Permanent Heads. J 
The following recommendations were agreed to :—

No. 43.—“ France—Parcel Post Convention.” • .
We recommend that, although Queensland is not at present prepared to join the Parcel Post Con

vention with France, except on certain conditions, the remaining colonies adopt it as soon'as 
possible. , • - • ■ ' 1 ’

No. 44.—“Establishment of direct exchange of Parcels between the Australian Colonies .
and Cape Colony, and other South African States and Colunies.” , .

We have carefully revised the Draft Parcel Post Convention, and append the same, as altered, 
which we advise be forwarded to Cape Colony for approval. It is recommended that Tasmania be 
requested to act as intermediary in forwarding or distributing parcels passing through its office to 
and from the Cape without charging territorial or extra sea transit rates, the Australian Colonies 
being regarded as out-territory for parcel post purposes.
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CONVENTION.

His Excellency the Governor of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, and His Excellency the Governor 
of the Colonv of , being desirous of promoting greater facilities than at present exist tor the
exchange of parcels between the Colony of and the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope,
have agreed, on behalf of their respective Governments, to the following Articles:—

. - Article 1.
The parcel post between the Colony of and the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope,

shall come into operation on the First day of , one thousand eight hundred and ninety
Article 2, '

There shall be a regular exchange of parcels between the Colony of and the Colony of
the Cape of Good Hope, and other South African States and Colonies served through the Cape Colony, 
which shall be eflected by means of the ordinary postal service between and the Cape
Colony.

Article 3. *
All parcel mails shall be made up on, and forwarded direct to, such offices of exchange as may be 

mutually agreed upon.
Article 4.

In the event of its being necessary to provide receptacles for the exchange of parcels under this - 
Convention, the cost of such receptacles shall be equally shared between the post offices of 
and the Cape Colony.
.....  Article 5.

. A parcel must not exceed three feet six inches in length, nor six feet in girth and length combined.
Article 6.

The maximum weight of a parcel must not for the present exceed eleven pounds avoirdupois, and the 
scale of weight shall advance by even pounds, beginning with the first pound.

. Article 7. ’
Postage for the conveyance of a parcel from the place of posting to the place of destination must be 

prepaid by means of postage stamps.
Parcels not fully prepaid and posted out of course, the senders of which are not known, may be 

forwarded, charged double the deficiency, entry to be made in “ Rates prepaid ” column as if fully prepaid, 
and the amount of tax and fine to be entered in column “ Accrued charges due to country of despatch.”

. Article 8.
Parcels of the following description must not be accepted for transmission by parcel post:—

(a) Parcels which bear on the outside any writing or drawing of an indecent or offensive nature, 
or within which any contents of a like nature may be observed, and parcels containing parts of the vine, 
fruit, plants, cuttings, bulbs, or roots, (unless accompanied by a special declaration that no phylloxera exists 
or has existed in them) ; gunpowder, cartridges, lucifer matches, or anything explosive or liable to sudden 
combustion ; bladders containing liquid; live animals ; grossly offensive or filthy matter; and anything in a 
condition likely to injure other parcels or any officer of the post office, are prohibited.

Should any such parcel as is described above be tendered for posting at any post office it must be 
refused, of, if detected in transit, it must be detained, and the sender communicated with. If this cannot 
be done, the Postmaster must report the circumstance to the chief office of the Colony in which the 
•irregularity is detected, stating the address of the parcel, the number of the Letter Bill or Parcel Bill on 
which it is entered, the office from which it was received, its supposed contents, and request instructions.

. If, however, such a parcel should contain perishable matter which has become offensive, the Post
master may use his own discretion if the immediate destruction of the parcel be imperative.

(b) Parcels containing game, meat, eggs, &c., or razors, scissors, needles, knives, forks, or other 
sharp instruments, must not be accepted unless securely packed, so as to guard against risk or injury to other 
parcels. Liquids, or semi-liquids, such as jellies, pickles, paint, varnish, &c., must not be accepted unless 
in bottles or cans securely stoppered, nor powders, unless so packed that they cannot escape in trans
mission. Bottles or glass in any form must be accepted only when so packed as to be secure from breakage.

If a parcel of this nature be tendered at any post office in a damaged or insecure condition, or in a 
condition likely to injure other parcels or any officer of the post office, it must be refused; if a parcel in 
such condition should be observed in transit it must, if possible, be made secure and sent forward; if it 
cannot be so secured it must be detained, and a report must be made to the Chief Officer of the Colony in 
which the irregularity is detected, as in the case of forbidden articles (paragraph 8a).

(c) No parcel containing diamonds, specie, bullion, gold (in dust or nuggets), or ostrich feathers, 
must under any circumstances be accepted for transmission by Parcel Post, but these articles may, as 
heretofore, be sent through the post at the letter rate of postage, if duly registered.

. Article 9.
The postage on parcels posted in and addressed to the Cape Colony, and on

parcels posted in the Cape Colony and addressed to shall be at the rates specified in
Schedule “ A ” to this Convention.

Article 10.
No parcel may contain a letter or other postal packet intended for delivery to a person other than the 

addressee of the parcel. •
If such a letter or postal packet be discovered in a parcel it must be sent forward charged with 

postage at the unpaid rate applicable to such letter or postal packet.
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Article 11.

No parcel may contain other parcels intended for delivery at any address other than that borne by the 
parcel itself. If such enclosed parcels be detected they will be withdrawn and sent forward, charged ’with 
ne.w and distinct Parcel Post rates.

Article 12.
Each parcel must be plainly directed, such direction setting forth the name and full address of the 

person for whom the parcel is intended. '
Article 13.

The sender should write the words “ Parcel Post ” on the address side of the cover, as well as his 
name and address at the date of posting.

Article 14.
. All parcels must be securely and substantially packed and closed by the sender, and, in those cases 

where seals are necessary, the wax must be of a quality to resist any heat to which it may be subjected 
during transit.

. Article 15. .
All parcels must have attached to them a Custom House Declaration form, similar to that set forth in 

Annexure “ C ” to this Convention, which must give an accurate statement of the contents and value of the 
parcel, the name of the place to which it is addressed, and the sender of the parcel must affix his signature 
and place of abode to the form, together with the date on which the parcel was posted. This form must, 
after being affixed to the parcel in such a manner as to be readily seen by the Custom House officers, be 
impressed with the dated stamp of the office at which the parcel is posted.

Article 16. •
In the event of the declaration being found incorrect in any particular, the parcel will be liable to 

seizure by the Customs Department.
- Article 17.

We advise that the form of Parcel Bill to be adopted should be similar to that in use between the 
Colonies and the United Kingdom.

Article 18.
All such Parcel Bills shall be made out in triplicate, and be disposed of in the following manner :— 

One copy to be retained by the office of exchange of the Colony of despatch, and two copies to accompany 
the mail to the office of exchange of the Colony of destination.

The Parcel Bills shall be numbered consecutively, commencing with No. 1, on the 1st of January in 
each year; and each entry in the Bill shall be numbered consecutively, commencing with No. 1. The 
number of the Bill and entry shall be entered on the corresponding parcel, for the purpose of identification.,

Article 19.
All parcels exchanged under the provisions of this Convention shall, for the time being, be chargeable 

with such Custom dues as may be leviable under the laws of the Colony of destination.

Article 20. ‘
We advise that this Article be excised, as not applicable to the Australasian Colonies.

Article 21.
The despatch of every separate parcel mail shall be advised on the ordinary Letter Bill of the mail with 

which the parcel mail is sent.
Article 22. .

All errors which may be discovered on receipt of the mails at the office of exchange of the Colony of 
destination shall, after verification by a second officer, be reported to the Postmaster-General of the Colony 
of despatch.

Article 23. •
If a parcel advised on a Parcel Bill be not received, the entry on the Parcel Bill shall, after the non

receipt has been verified by a second officer, be cancelled, and the error reported at once to the Postmaster- 
General of the country in which the error is discovered. •

Article 24. .
Should a parcel be received in a damaged or imperfect condition, full particulars must be leported, 

without delay, to the Postmaster-General of the Colony in which the damage is observed.

Article 25.
All errors and irregularities in connection with the exchange of parcel mails shall be reported by the 

one Colony to the other, on the form of Verification Certificate set forth in Annexure “ E ” to this 
Convention.

Article 26.
If no Verification Certificate be received, a Parcel mail shall be considered as duly delivered, having 

been fo.und on examination correct in all respects. .
Article 27.

The postage levied under Table 1 of the Convention shall be divided between the Colonies of origin 
and destination in the proportions set forth in Schedule B, Tables 1 and 2, .

The despatching Colony retaining the sea rate of 2d. per lb,
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• ‘"'J Article 28,
At the close of each quarter the Postmaster-General of the Cape Colony shall prepare a] general 

account between the two Colonies, on a form similar to that set forth in Annexure “ F ” to this Convention, 
which shal^be supported, so far as,the entries of parcels are concerned, by a statement on the form set 
forth in Annexure “ G ” to this Convention, of the proportions of postage to be credited to South Australia 
and the Cape Colony respectively on parcels exchanged, and also the proportion of postage on parcels re
directed in both directions, the entries being supported by the necessary vouchers in detail.

Article 29.
Immediately on receipt of the General Account referred to in the foregoing Article, the Postmaster- 

General-of shall cause it to be examined, and shall, as soon as possible thereafter, forward
to the Postmaster-General of the Cape Colony through the Agents-General for the respective Colonies in 
London, or otherwise as may from time to time be determined, a remittance for the amount of the balance 
thereof, if in favour of the Cape Colony, and in the event of the balance of the account being in favour of 

^ , the Postmaster-General of the Cape Colony shall forward with the account a certificate
for,;the amount of such balance, which shall be payable on presentation by the Agent-General of the Cape 
Cojony in London, or shall otherwise cause an adjustment of the balance due to be effected as may be 
determined by mutual agreement between the two Departments : provided always that the balance to be so 
adjusted shall in either case exceed the sum of ;£100, and that a remittance on account shall be similarly 
effected by either Department in advance of the quarterly account, at the end of every month in which it 
is ascertained that the indebtedness to the other Department exceeds £100. In the event of the balance on 
the quarterly account not being in excess of £100, the amount thereof shall be carried forward to the next 
account. .

Article 30.
Any parcel which may be redirected shall be subject to a redirection charge equal to the original 

postage, and the credits shall be apportioned in all respects as if the parcel had originated in the ordinary 
course in the Colony from which the parcel is redirected.

Article 31.
Parcels which may from any cause remain undelivered after the lapse of a period of six months from 

the date of posting shall be returned for disposal to the Superintendent of the Office of Exchange in the 
Colony in which they were posted ; but such parcels shall give rise to no charge and to no' account.

_ Article 32. , ’
Parcels missent shall be returned to the Office of Exchange in the Colony of Despatch by the 

earliest possible opportunity.
Article 33.

Government parcels must be paid for as ordinary parcels, and will be liable to be charged for re
direction, and they will be subject in all respects to the same rules, as regards dimensions, weight and 
contents, as ordinary parcels.

• Article 34.
The Post Office Department of either of the Colonies parties to this Convention will not be 

responsible for the loss or damage of any parcels, and no indemnity can consequently be claimed by the 
sender or addressee of either Colony.

Article 35.
Except as otherwise provided in this Convention, all parcels passing between and the

Cape Colony shall be subject to 'the general Regulations of the Postal Department of those Colonies 
respectively.

Article 36.
Subject to the general provisions of this Convention, parcels may be exchanged through the inter

mediary of the Offices of Exchange of the countries parties to this Convention, between either of such 
countries and any other country with which a direct exchange of parcels shall have been arranged by either 
of the contracting countries ; and there shall be paid by the country of origin to the postal administration 
of the country of transit the credits specified in Article 27 of this Convention, and any “ Forward 
Postage ” which may be payable for the conveyance of such parcels beyond the country of transit to the 
place of destination.

Article 37.
All parcels sent from the Colony of to Colonies or States served in transit through

the Cape Colony must be entered separately from parcels addressed to the Cape Colony on the form set 
forth in Annexure “ D ” to this Convention.

Article 38.
This Convention is entered in between the respective Governments of the Colony of the Cape of 

Good Hope and the Colony of from the date hereinbefore mentioned, and shall remain in
force until it shall be necessary to be modified in consequence of the Cape Colony subscribing to the 
Parcel Post Convention signed at Paris on the 3rd of November, 1880, or otherwise as may be found 
expedient. ’ ‘
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SCHEDULE A. 
Table I.

Postage Tariff on Parcels originating in the Colony of and addressed
to the Cape Colony and other States and Colonies in South Africa served in transit through the 
Cape Colony.

Country of Origin. Country of Destination.
Rate of Postage 

per lb. or frac
tion thereof.

_ - Cape Colony

^ o
- 
&
£ f-H

British Bechuanaland 1 3

Orange Free State 1 3

South African Republic 1 3

British Bechuanaland Protectorate 2 10 1

Mashonaland 2 10

Table II.
Postage Tariff on Parcels addressed to the Colony of and

originating in the,Cape Colony and other States and Colonies in- South Africa served in transit
through the Cape Colony. , > * -

' Rate of Postage
Country of Origin. , Country of Destination,. ' per lb. or frac- '

. < ; tion thereof. »

» f s. d. > « ’
Cape Colony r - I 1 Ot

British Bechuanaland , , . 1 3

Orange Free State 1 3

South African Republic 1 3

British Bechuanaland Protectorate. . . 2 10 ;

■ MashonalanH ‘ 2 10

No. 45.- 

No report.

Revision of Parcel Post Pates to India and the East, Ceylon to act as' 
.intermediary.”. ... ■ ■ i

No. 46.—“ Proposed introduction of System of Insurance on Postal Parcels.'’’"
We recommend that the system of insurance on parcels be agreed to inland, iritercolobially, 

and with the United Kingdom, and that the following be the rates charged "

• ' '' !
Not exceeding £10. Each additional £10 

to £0i. Maximum Charge.

Inland............................ 4d. 2d. , . lx.
Intercolonial .................. 5d. 2\d. Is. 3d.
United Kingdom ........... ' 6d. 3d.. lx. 6d.

But we advise that the credit to be allowed by the despatching office be the same in both 
directions, that is, Great Britain to credit the Colonies on the “outward” parcels with an equal 
amount to that credited by the Colonies on the “homeward” parcels, and the same principb 
should apply intercolonially. Queensland and Tasmania consent to this, so far as absolute ,h ?•?, 
is concerned, but not to insurance against damage. .... .

No. 47.—“Articles having a saleable ' value received by Packet Post to be ' 
transferred to Inland Parcel Post.’.’

No report on this matter. It applies to Queensland only.
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Nos. 48 and 49.—“ Adjustment o£ Postage on Intercolonial Parcels posted out of course 

and received in the Colony of destination by other than Parcel Post.”—“ Mode 
of charging and accounting for irregularly-posted Parcels.”

In the case of parcels sent out of course (i.e., articles despatched from one colony as 
packets, &c. but regarded in the colony of destination as parcels), we advise that double the 
amount of deficiency at parcel rate be collected on delivery. .

Nos. 50 and 51.—“Discontinuance of Registration of Parcels in New South Wales.”—
“ Intercolonial Charges for Certificates of posting of Parcels.”

We recommend that certificates of posting of parcels be given at a charge of 3r/., the one 
certificate to include as many parcels as the sender may choose to enter upon the list, and for an 
additional %\d. for each parcel an acknowledgment of receipt by addressee will be obtained and 
forwarded to the sender by post.

No. 52.—“Apportionment of Intercolonial Parcel Postage equally between the 
Colony of origin and Colony of delivery.”

We recommend that the present division of postage on parcels posted intercolonially be 
maintained—despatching Colony 5d. ; receiving Colony 3rf. : Queensland dissenting.

Nos. 53 and 54.—“ Claim of London Office to be credited with Id per lb. for sea transit 
from Australia to England on parcels sent to Foreign Countries via the United 
Kingdom.”—“Apportionment of postage on parcels exchanged with Foreign 
Countries through the intermediary of the United Kingdom.”

In 1896, at the suggestion of the London Office, it was agreed that the postage on parcels 
exchanged between the United Kingdom and the Australian Colonies should be reduced from 
Is. 6d for the first 2 pounds or fraction, and 9d for each additional pound, to Is. for the first 
pound or fraction, and 6d for each additional pound.

The proposal for such reduction of postage was first made in 1894, but the apportionment of 
postage then suggested by the London Office was considered to be unfair to the Colonies, and it 
was not until after the exchange of considerable correspondence on the subject between the 
London and Colonial Offices that the former office agreed in 1896 that the postage should 
be apportioned as under on parcels forwarded in both directions; viz. :—

Colonial share—First pound, Id.; each additional pound, 2>d.
Imperial „ „ „ 5d.; „ „ „ 3<£.

(Noth.—Owing to the heavy expense incurred by the Colonies in initiating the Parcel Post System in 1888, the London 
Office agreed to allow them the larger share of the postage, and the Colonial share is still 2d. more on each parcel than that 
received by the United Kingdom.) .

Subsequently to the above-mentioned division of postage being agreed upon, the London 
Office, in a circular letter dated the 30th December, 1896, suggested that the Australian Colonies 
should accept the same credit on parcels sent from Foreign Countries to Australia via England 
as on those sent direct from the United Kingdom to Australia, viz., 7d. for the first pound, and 
3rf. for each additional pound, in lieu of the credits then received, viz., 9d. up to two pounds, 
2s. Zd. between two pounds and seven pounds, 3s. 9d. between seven pounds and eleven pounds. 
This suggestion, although entailing a loss on the Colonies, was adopted for the sake of uniformity.

On the 18th June, 1897, the London Post Office wrote to the Adelaide Office intimating 
that it would be necessary for the Australian Post Offices to credit the Imperial Post Office 
with 1J. per pound rate (for sea postage from Australia to London), in addition to the onward 
postage from England, on all parcels which they might send to other cmmtries via the United 
Kingdom, after the 31st July, 1897. In a reply, forwarded from New South Wales to London 
(dated 14th September, 1897), attention was drawn to the particulars stated above, and that office 
was reminded that at the present time no special payment is made to the Orient and P. O. 
Companies for the sea transit of parcels (those Companies having since the 1st February, 1896, 
abandoned the special charges made up to that date for such transit); and it was pointed out that 
subsidies now allowed cover payment for the conveyance of all mail-matter (including parcels), and 
the Australian Colonies, as joint parties with the United Kingdom to the contracts with the 
Companies named, are entitled to the full benefit of the altered arrangement. It was therefore 
intimated that, under the circumstances, it was thought that the demand made was unreasonable, 
and that the London Office was not justified in making a special levy on the Australian Colonies 
with respect to the sea conveyance of parcels any more than it would be in acting similarly with 
regard to ordinary correspondence (letters, &c.) ; and it was added, in conclusion, that as the 
Colonies had reduced the postages on parcels to and via the United Kingdom, on the under
standing that they were to receive certain credits, it would now be necessary, in order to comply 
with the request made, either to submit to a loss of revenue, or to increase the postage rates on 
the parcels. Victoria and South Australia also objected to compliance with the request made.

The London Office, under date the 5th November, 1897, replied, expressing regret that the 
proposal of that office was considered by Australia to be unreasonable, and asking for a re-con
sideration of the matter,
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It is thought that the particulars furnished the London Office sufficiently demonstrated the 

unreasonableness of the request made by that office. The discussion on the subject seems to have 
arisen because of an apparent misapprehension on the part of the London Office, which appears to 
think that, some particular portion of the Colonial share of postage on parcels exchanged with the 
United Kingdom is allocated for the sea service ; but such is not the case, and it must be obvious 
that (the Orient and P. and 0. Companies having two years since abandonedtheirspecialcharg.es 
for the sea transit of parcels) there is no need to allocate any portion of the postage receipts to 
cover charges which no longer exist. >

The London Office has not made, nor is it entitled to make, any claim Jor the sea transit of 
parcels sent from the Colonies addressed to the United Kingdom, and, as the arrangement made is 
that the Colonies are to receive the same share of postage on .parcels exchanged with foreign 
countries via the United Kingdom as on parcels exchanged direct with the United Kingdom, 
and in view of the other strong reasons herein given, it seems sufficiently clear that the London 
Office has no good claim to the credit asked for ; and it is still thought that the request made should 
not be acceded to. ■

To sum up the matter, on parcels for Foreign Countries via the United Kingdom, the Lon
don Office receives its full share of postage at the rates agreed upon, in addition to the onward 
postage from the United Kingdom to destination, and it would seem clear that the London Office 
has no good claim for any further payment. ■

Were the claim of the London Office admitted, the Colonies would receive (after the first lb.) 
only 2d. per lb., whilst the United Kingdom would receive Ad. per lb., instead of each receiving 
as at present, 3d. per lb. ■

We recommend that the foregoing statement be communicated to the London Post Office, 
Queensland dissenting, that Colony having already made the necessary charge on parcels in 
order to meet London demands. .

No. 55.—“The practicability or otherwise of introducing the ‘ Value payable,’ or 
‘ Cash’ on delivery of Parcels System into the Australasian Colonies.”

It is thought that there would be strong protests from country storekeepers and others 
were this system introduced ; indeed, when the parcel post was brought into operation there were 
numerous complaints that people in the country found it cheaper to obtain their goods from the* 
city by parcel post than to (as formerly) patronise their local storekeepers, who suffered in con
sequence. Were the “value payable,” post inaugurated, it is obvious that the grievance would 
be intensified. Moreover, were the system to apply, as in India, only between Money ,Order 
Offices, it.would not be available for use by people in remote districts, by whom it would be most 
appreciated. Under these circumstances it is thought that it would not be desirable at the 
present time to bring the system mentioned into operation in the Australasian Colonies.

No. 56.—“Rates of Commission on Money Orders from the Australasian Colonies to 
the United Kingdom, Cape Colony, &c.”

. We recommend that the rates of commission charged on Money Orders for the United 
Kingdom, British Possessions, and Foreign Countries, in all the Colonies as in New South 
Wales and Queensland, be 6d. for each pound or fraction of a pound.

No. 57.-—“Reduction in rate of commission to paying country on Money Orders exchanged
_ between Australasian Colonies and Singapore.” ,

The rate of commission has now been reduced from one per cent, to half of one per cent, bv 
all the Colonies.

No. 58.—“Treatment of Money Order Advices missent to other Colonies.”
We advise that in the event of Money Order Advice being inadvertently sent to the wrong 

Colony, that Colony should forward the Advice without delay to the Head Office of the Colony 
on which the Money Order was drawn, so that the payee may at once receive payment; at the 
same time, the issuing Colony should be informed of the action taken and requested to deduct 
the amount of such Advice from the next Account.

No. 59.—“Practice of forwarding Money Order Advices, with and without list*,
between Colonies.”

We advise that Tasmania correspond by letter with the Colonies concerned.

No. 60.—“Telegraph Money Orders to New Zealand and Tasmania.”-“Omission of 
signature from Advices, and Cable Company’s charges.” -

At the 1896 (Sydney) Conference, the following recommendation by Permanent Heads of 
Departments was adopted, viz.:—“We recommend that the proposal of New, Zealand to 
introduce the Telegraph Money Order system between that Colony and Australia and Tasmania 
be agreed to. Our experience of the system which is now in force between the Australian
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Colonies and Tasmania does not lead us to anticipate that any serious risk would be incurred by 
extending it to New Zealand. We advise that the usual Money Order Commissions be charged, 
plus the cost of a ten-word telegraph message to the paying office, and another to the payee.”

The system was brought into operation in July, 1897, and, in the Regulations adopted, it 
was provided that one message would “ he sufficient for any number of Orders from the same 
remitter to the same payee, provided the numbers are cotdin uousT

_ However, on the 21st December, 1897, Mr. Warren, of the Eastern Extension Telegraph 
Company, wrote, intimating that, from the 1st January, 1898, “only one Money Order will be 
accepted at the single rate, eveiy additional Order embodied in the same message to be charged as an 
extra message, ” and also suggesting that a considerable reduction in the average number of words 
in a message would be made were the signatures to Telegraph Money Order Advices omitted. 
On the recommendation of the Controller, it was decided by New South Wales to “ agree to 
dispense with the transmission of the Postmaster s name and designation to all telegraphic advices to 
New Zealand, as it is of no use to the paying office.”

However, in the Regulations subsequently prepared on the subject, it was provided that “ in 
advising the remittance of money by telegram to either New Zealand or Tasmania, the Post
master or other official will not give his name or official designation, but simply the name of the 
office at which the order is issued.”

The Tasmanian Postal Authorities apparently were not consulted respecting the above-mentioned 
altered arrangement, and on receipt of an unsigned telegraph money order advice from the Post
master, Oxford-street, made enquiry in the matter. A memorandum in reply seems to have been 
sent from the Money Order Office, to which the Hobart Office replied that “ Telegraph Money 
Order advices unsigned will not be recognised by this Colony (Tasmania).” Hobart was thereupon 
informed that “ signatures of Postmasters dispensed with in accordance with arrangement with 
Cable Company.” ' • '

A letter, dated the 16th February, 1898, has since come to hand from Tasmania, intimating 
that with regard to the signatures of telegraphic advices being abolished altogether, the question 
will be placed before the'Honorable the'Postmaster-General on'his return to the Colony, and 
his decision made known’to you. ‘ ’ ' f

By letter, dated the 19th February, Mr. Warren intimated, that “on and after the 1 st 
March, 1898, the New Zealand, cable rate for official Telegraph Money Order Advices will be two 
shillings and sixpence,'instead of two shillings, as at 'presentf also that “additional orders may be 
included in one telegram at the minimum rate of two shillings and sixpence.” In reply to an 
enquiry from the Sydney Office, Mr. W^arren stated that the above rates will not apply to 
Tasmanian Money. Order cable business. . • • >

The points for consideration seem to be the adoption of a uniform practice on the part of the 
whole of the Australasian Colonies respecting .the signing or otherwise of Telegraph Money Order 
Advices to New Zealand and Tasmania respectively.

New Zealand has intimated that the Postal Department of that Colony is unable to 
dispense with the issuing officer’s signature; whilst Tasmania has notified the Sydney Office 
that unsigned Telegraph Money Order Advices wall not be recognised by that Colony.

We are of opinion that the practice of wiring the Postmaster’s signature is a safeguard. 
We also consider that the simplest way of adjusting the charges with the Cable Company would be 
to pay them their proper tariff of 2s. in the case of New Zealand, and Is. in the case of Tasmania, 
for the first 10 words, and 3d. and 1 d. each additional word contained in the messages transmitted 
over the New Zealand and Tasmanian cable lines respectively, the sender, of course, being 
charged the full rates as given in the Postal Guide.

No. 61.—“Exchange of Money Orders with Japan.”
The Hong Kong Office having intimated that they can no longer act as intermediary in 

connection with the exchange of Money Orders between Australia and Japan, wre advise that a 
joint Convention be entered into with that country.

Nos. 62 and 63.—“ Suggested discontinuance of the issue of Duplicate Postal Notes 
and the payment of the face value of postage stamps affixed to Postal 
Notes.”—“ Duplicate Postal Notes.”

We advise that a duplicate of any postal note be not issued unless on absolute proof of the 
destruction of the original note, and then only after the expiration of six months from the date of 
issue, the extra poundage rate to be charged on such duplicate ; and that the existing regulation 
which permits of postage stamps being affixed to postal notes to the extent of 5d. be rescinded.

(Referred back to Sub-Committee for further report).

No. 64.—“ Exchange of Postal Notes between Australasia and the United Kingdom.”
At the 1892 (Hobart) Conference it was decided to invite the London Office “ to adopt an 

exchange of postal notes with the Australasian Colonies on the same lines as those now existing 
between some- of the Colonies.” At the 1893 (Brisbane) Conference the Permanent Heads 
reported that “the London Office having absolutely refused to exchange postal notes vdth
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Australia, we have no recommendation to make.” At the 1894 (New Zealand) Conference the 
Permanent Heads reported that “as no new circumstances have arisen since the Brisbane Con
ference, we do not think that this matter should be reconsidered at present; ” and, again, at the 
1895 (Hobart) Conference it was reported that “the London Office was communicated with, but 
declined to exchange postal notes on account of the great risk.” It appears from enquiry made 
by the Deputy Postmaster-General of New South Wales, when in London last year, that that 
office is quite firm in its opposition to the exchange of postal notes between the Australian 
Colonies and the United. Kingdom. In the first place there is the old objection, namely, the 
difficulty of guarding against forgery and fraud, and of providing for the payment of these notes 
at the 12,000 offices in the. United Kingdom, many of these being held, as in our case, by store
keepers who could not distinguish between a postal note issued at one country or another country, 
or whether it.was a forgery. A further objection is that the balance—always an uncertain one— 
would be against the United Kingdom, that is to say, that more postal notes would be issued in 
the Colonies upon Great Britain than in Great Britain upon the Colonies.

It was suggested that the case might be met by adopting a similar course to that in the case of 
India, that is, let the Colonies purchase a quantity of British Postal Notes, paying of course cash 
for them, and also paying the commission. The London Office has no objection to our selling 
these notes in the Colonies, charging of course our commission in addition to the British com
mission. Should this be done they would agree to date the currency of the notes only from the 
date of. our postmark, and not from the date of purchase from the London Office.

It is stated that experience has shown that there is very little demand for the'se notes in 
India. W e consider that all the requirements of the public in the way of remitting small sums 
of money have been met in most of the Colonies by the reduction in the charge on Money Orders 
for sums not exceeding £l, from Is. to 6d.

.No. 69.—“ Berne’s Circular re tabulated Telegraph Routes, and method of indicating
such Routes.” ’ ‘ •

We consider this does not affect the Colonies to any great extent, and it is therefore recom
mended that no action be taken. ' ' '

No.'70.—“ Fire Alarms.” . ..
We have no report to make. ' ,

No. 71.—“Sunday Telegraph Rates to Tasmania.”
We .recommend that Tasmania adopt the Sunday rates on "telegrams charged in the other 

Colonies. . ... ..................
, " Adjournment. .

At 5T0 p.m. the Conference adjourned until 10 a.m. next day.’

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL CHAMBER, HOBART.

SATURDAY, 2nd APRIL, 1898. ' •
The- President, Hon. Sir Philip Fysh, K.C.M.G., took the Chair at 10. A.M., when the 

under-mentioned gentlemen, representing the Colonies herein named, were present:— -
Netv, South Wales ; The Hon. Joseph Cook, M.P.,'Postmaster-General.'

S. H; LambtoN; Esq., Deputy Postmaster-General.
■ P..B. Walker, Esq., M. Inst. C.E., M.I.E.E., Chief Electrician and
., . Engineer-in-Chief- Telegraph Department. ‘ ' '

Victoria :' ’ The Hon, John Gavan Duffy,_ M.L.A., Postmaster-General.
_ . ' ' F-L., Outtrim,'Esq., Deputy Postmaster-General, Secretary to Postal

~ 4 Department, and Superintendent of Telegraphs. . _
South Australia: lion. J. G. Jenkins, M.P., Commissioner of Public Works. • ■

, , Sir Charles Todd, K.C.M.G., Postmaster-General. ■
Queensland: The Hon. J. R. Dickson, C.M.G., M.L.A., Home Secretary and

Postmaster-General. .
. John M‘Donnell, Esq., Under Secretary to the Post and Telegraph 

" Department and Superintendent of Telegraphs. ■
„ , John Hesketh, Esq., Electrical Engineer.

Tasmania: The Hon. Sir Philip Fysh, K.C.M.G., M.H.A., Treasurer and
, Postmaster-General. , , , ■

., . H. V. Bayly, Esq., Secretary to the Post Office. .
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Papers.
Hon. J. Gr. Jenkins tabled Postal and Telegraphic Statistics of South Australia for 1897. 
Hon. J. Gavan Duffy tabled Telegraphic Statistics for Victoria, 1897.

Telegraphic. ,
Hon. J. Gavan Duffy moved,—

That the following stand Orders of the Day for Monday :—
(S) (65.) Alternative Cable Route. (N.S.W. 23;) '
(c) (66.) Pacific Cable. (Q. 21.)
(c/) (67.) Overland Telegraph Line, South Australia. (Q. 13.)

Hon. J. G. Jenkins seconded.
Carried.

Notice of Motion.
Hon. J. G. Jenkins gave notice to move on Monday, 4th April,—

“ That this Conference recommends to the Governments of Australasia that no alteration in 
International Postal or Telegraphic Rates be made without the Colony proposing to 
make such alterations advising the other Colonies, and endeavouring to arrange for 
uniformity of action.”

. 32

Report of Sub-Committee.
The Conference further considered the Report of the Sub-Committee of Permanent Heads 

on the subjects submitted to them :—
Nos. 72, 73, and 81.—“ Intercolonial Telegraph Rates.”—“Resolution of Conference 

Chambers of Commerce re Intercolonial Telegraph Charges.”—“ Reduction 
of the New South Wales-Queensland Telegraph Rates, and alteration in mode 
of charging on Inland and Intercolonial Telegrams.”

The question of reducing the rates—2s. for the first 10 words, and 2d. each additional 
word—on telegrams between New South Wales and Queenland, has been under consideration on 
several occasions.

In 1885, a proposal was made to Queensland that the rates be reduced to those then, and 
now, existing between New South Wales and Victoria, viz., Is. for the first 10 words, and 2d. 
for each additional word. A reply was received that, having regard to the long distances over 
which telegrams pass in Queensland, the Government of that Colony was not then disposed to 
make any reduction in the charges levied. In 1887 (he attention of Queensland was again 
drawn to the matter, but a reply was received to the effect that, for the reasons already given, 
the Government of that Colony was “ still unable to meet the wishes of the Government of New 
South Wales with regard to the proposed reduction.” _

At a Conference held at Adelaide in 1890, a Resolution was agreed to, of which the 
following is an extract, viz. :—■

“That between any two contiguous Colonies, Is. shall be the initial charge for 12 words, 
and l%d. for each additional word ; names and addresses to be paid for.”

Owing to some of the Colonies not taking the necessary action, this Resolution was not given 
effect to, nor was a somewhat similar Resolution making the charge “ between any two contiguous 
Colonies Is. for 15 words, and \%d. for each additional word, names and addresses to be paid 
for,” which was adopted at a Conference held at Sydney, 1891. A Resolution, similar in terms 
to the latter, was submitted for consideration at the 1892 (Hobart) Conference, but was rejected.

In 1896 the Chambers of Commerce in Sydney, Melbourne, and Adelaide wrote to the 
New South Wales, Victorian, and South Australian Post and Telegraph Administrations, 
asking for the reduction of the Intercolonial telegraph rates. The Sydney Chamber of 
Commerce asked that, after the first ten words, the charge on messages between New South 
Wales and Victoria be reduced from 2d. to Id. per word. The Melbourne Chamber of Commerce 
made a similar request with respect to messages from Victoria to New South Wales, besides 
asking that consideration be given to the existing rates on messages between Victoria and South 
Australia. The Adelaide Chamber of Commerce also asked for a reduction.

The matter was considered at the 1896 (Sydney) Conference, when the Permanent Heads 
reported as follows :—

“We refrain from making any recommendation. We would, however, suggest for the 
consideration of Ministers that, in the event of an alteration of the rates being made, 
it should be on the basis of the International principle of counting addresses and signatures, 
as recommended at the Conferences held at Adelaide and Sydney in 1890 and 1891 
respectively.”

In December, 1897, the Brisbane office opened up a correspondence with the Sydney office 
on the question of reducing the rates on telegrams to and from New South Wales and Queens
land, The proposal of Queensland was to charge Is. for 12 toords, including address and 
signature, and \\d. for each additional word. To this proposal New South Wales could not agree,
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because of the anomaly which would be created, and owing to it being thought that the charges 
on messages between New South Wales and Victoria, and New South Wales and Queensland, 
should be as nearly uniform as possible, whereas were the Queensland proposal adopted the 
following would be the position :—

New South Wales to Queensland.— Is. for the first 12 words (at least six of which would
be address and signature), and 1-^d. for each additional word.

New South Wales to Victoria.—Is. for the first 10 words (exclusive of address and signa
ture), and 2d. for each additional word.

Queensland was informed that if it would agree to the addresses being sent free, and to 
charge Is. for the first 10 words and 2d. for each additional word, New South Wales would be 
prepared to consider the matter. The question still remained unsettled, but, in a letter explaining 
the reasons which guided Queensland in making the above-mentioned proposal, the Brisbane 
Office states that “ it hai been recognised in all European Administrations, and confirmed by the 
International Bureau (see Buie 19, &c.), that the words in addresses and signatures should be 
counted" and that “ the Australian Colonies appear to be the only Administrations which do not 
observe this rule."

In a letter dated 11th August, 1897, the Adelaide Office drew attention to the fact that 
“ a general reduction of telegraph rates, local and intercolonial, is again being urged in several of 
the Colonies,” and stated that “ our rates compare very favourably with those obtaining in 
Europe.” That office also stated that the Queensland Postmaster-General is anxious that some 
re-arrangement should be arrived at, but he considered—

1. That no Colony should take separate action. '
2. That any change should include the charging for addresses and signatures.
3. That the rates internally should be uniform throughout the Colonies, if this can

possibly be arrived at, but in any intercolonial case rates should be uniform.
The whole subject has to be considered at the present Conference, the points for considera

tion being—
1. The charges on messages to and from New South Wales and Queensland.
2. The adoption of uniform rates between contiguous Colonies.
3. The adoption of uniform rates between Colonies not contiguous to one another, as

between Queensland and South Australia, New South Wales and Western ■ Aus
tralia, &c.

4. The advisability or otherwise of charging for addresses and signatures, or signatures
alone. .

5. The adoption of uniform charges for inland messages. v
We are still of opinion that any re-arrangement of charges should be on the basis of charging 

for every word, whether in addresses or text. This is the International principle. We would also . 
respectfully point out that the present rates appear very reasonable when the great distances 
covered, and the small population, are taken into consideration. They compare very favourably 
with those obtaining in Europe, as the following table will show :—

Minimum Charge. Rate per Word. Distance about

d. d. Miles.
Between London and Paris.................................... 10 2 287

Madrid................................ 10 4 1195
Antwerp ........................... 10 . 2 270

J Berlin ................................ 10 2 746
>> Vienna................................ 10 3 980
5* Hamburg........................... 10 2 657
5 J 5? St. Petersburg................... 10 5| 1774

Names and Addresses being counted.
With a view, if possible, to effect some reduction, wre suggest the following Tariff for 

consideration :—
*

New South South WestQueensland. Wales. Victoria. Australia. Australia.

s. cL s. d. s, d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. d. 5. d. s. d.
Queensland ................................ ... 1 6 0 2 2 3 0 3 2 3 0 3 3 0 0 4
New South Wales ................... 1 6 0 2 1 0 0 2 1 6 0 2 2 3 0 3
Victoria .................................... 2 3 0 3 1 0 0 O 1 6 0 2 2 3 0 3
South Australia ....................... 2 3 0 3 1 6 0 2 1 6 0 2 1 6 0 2
West Australia ....................... 3 0 0 4 2 3 0 3 2 3 0 3 1 6 0 2
Tasmania.................................... In proportion, plus cable rate -

. The Address and Signature, to the number ot twelve words, to be sent free.
In this table the first amount indicates the rate for the first ten words, exclusive of names 

and addresses, the second amount indicates the rate for every succeeding word.



Hon. J. R. Dickson moved,—
“ That this recommendation he considered in Committee.” ■

Hon. J. G. Jenkins seconded.
Carried. ' .
The President left the Chair, and the Conference went into Committee accordingly.
After some time spent therein,
Hon. Joseph Cook moved,— ,

“That this Conference regrets that, owing to the financial loss involved, the question of a 
general reduction in the prices of Intercolonial Telegrams must stand over for the 
present, and make no suggestion on the question of the limitation of addresses.”

Hon. J. G. Jenkins seconded the Motion, which was agreed to.
The Conference resumed, and the President reported the Motion.
Hon. J. Gavan Duffy moved,—

“ That the following words be added to the Resolution reported from the Committee of the 
Whole Conference—‘ but it is suggested that the Governments of New South W ales 
and Queensland arrange between themselves as to rates and limitations of words 
in addresses.’ ” .

Hon. J. G. Jenkins seconded the Motion, which was carried.
The President put the question,—

“ That the Report of the Committee of the Whole Conference, as amended, be agreed to.” 
Carried.
Hon. J. R; Dickson moved,—

“ That any re-arrangement of charges should be on the basis of either charging for every 
word, whether in addresses or text, such being the international principle, or, of allowing 
the address and signature to the number of twelve words to be sent free.”

The Motion was not seconded.
Hon. J. Gavan Duffy moved,—

That it is desirable the Motion of Hon. J. R. Dickson be recorded in the Minutes of 
Proceedings.”

Hon. J. G. Jenkins seconded .the Motion, which was carried.
The Sub-Committee reported :—

.No. 76.—“Share-dealing.”
We are unable to deal with this matter. It refers to traffic in shares by telegraph employees, 

and should, we respectfully suggest, be dealt with by the respective Governments.
Hon. j. Gavan Duffy moved,—

“ That, in the opinion of this Conference, telegraphic employees should be absolutely pre
vented from speculating in shares.”

Hon. J. G. Jenkins seconded.
After discussion the Motion was agreed to. ■
The following recommendations of the Sub-Committee were agreed to without Amendment:—

No. 77.—“ Share Telegrams between Stock Exchanges.
We are of opinion that telegrams giving share quotations and passing between stock 

exchanges should not be accepted at press rates, but be charged as ordinary telegrams.

. . No. 79.—“J2e word ‘care.’ being inserted in Address of Message.”
We recommend that when an International telegram is addressed to the care of a person 

who has. registered an abbreviated or code address, his name or registered address must be 
preceded by the word “ care.” When such word is omitted the omission should involve a non
delivery, and the sender be obliged to correct the address by a- paid service, as provided for in 
the International Regulations.

No. 83.—“Proposed omission of the word ‘to ’ from before addresses on telegrams.”
We are of opinion that it is unnecessary to signal the word “to” before the addresses on 

telegrams. ■ '

No. 84.—“ Charges for certified copies of telegrams and search fees.” ‘
We recommend that a certified copy of any Inland or Intercolonial message be supplied to 

the sender or addressee, or their authorised representative, upon proof of identity and full par
ticulars. being furnished, together with the payment of a fee of Is. ; but where such particulars 
are not supplied the fee will be 2s. 6d.



35

35
No. 86.—“Consideration of Berne’s Circular Letter, August 3rd, 1897.”

This letter relates to contradictory articles in the Buda-Pesth Convention pointed out by 
Austria. No report is thought to be necessary, as the matter can be dealt with departmentally.

No. 89.—“ Urgent Telegrams, distinctive coloured forms.”
This is a matter which can be dealt with departmentally.

No. 91.—“Typewriters for Telegrams.”
This matter can be dealt with departmentally.

No. 93.—“ Proposal that Australasian Telegraph Administrations undertake for a fee 
the ‘ coding ’ of International Messages, as is now done by Reuter’s Agency.”

We are of opinion that the time is not yet ripe for the consideration of this question.

Nos. 94, 95, 96, and 97.—“Adoption of Uniform Charges and Regulations with respect 
to International Code Addresses.”—“ Surnames as Code Addresses.”—“ Code 
Addresses.”—“ Code Addresses, registration of.”

We recommend that the fee for registration of code addresses be 10s. Qd. for the year, or 
2s. Qd. for one month, for each address registered. We also recommend that the attention of 
the Australasian Administrations be drawn to the Resolution passed at the Conference at Sydney 
in November, 1896, with the request that it be complied with in future. The following is the 
Resolution referred to :—“(1.) That code addresses be not adopted, intercolonially, except in 
the case of Tasmania and New Zealand, which for this purpose are international. (2.) That in 
connection with International Messages, code surnames be not accepted.”

Nos. 98, 99, 100.—“Telegraph Regulations.”—“Telephone Regulations.”—“Private
Telephone Line.” '

No report. We advise that these questions be taken up later on if time permits.

No. 101.—“Free transmissions of Telegrams on Postal Service over New Zealand - 
' and Bass Straits Cables.”

W e recommend that this matter be dealt with departmentally.

No. 103.—“Regulations regarding Uniforms of Letter Carriers and Messengers,”
We recommend that this matter be dealt with departmentally.

No. 104.—“ Holidays, Christmas and Good Friday,”
We recommend that this matter be dealt with departmentally. .

No. 105.—Free transmission of instructions respecting delivery of Telegrams.”
We recommend that office instructions, such as “ By post,” “ Porterage paid,” or “guaranteed,’' 

be charged for, the same as “ Reply paid.”

The following Reports on subjects which had been referred back to the Sub-Committee 
were also agreed to :—■

No. 62.—“ Suggested discontinuance of the issue of Duplicate Postal Notes and the 
Payment of the Face Value of Postage Stamps affixed to Postal Notes.”

We advise that a Duplicate Postal Note may be issued on satisfactory evidence of the 
destruction of the original, or, in the case of its loss, on the expiration of six months from the 
date of such original note. No note shall be paid after the expiration of six months from the 
date of issue without reference to the Head Office of the Colony of issue, in order to ascertain 
whether the original has been paid.

No. 39.—“Ratification of Washington Congress, and consideration of the various- 
Conventions entered into at Washington but not signed by the Australasian 
Delegate.”

We see no objection to the ratification by the Australasian'Administrations of the Postal 
Union Convention as agreed to at Washington.

The most important question, so far as Australasia is concerned, is the reduction of the 
territorial and sea transits ; but we find that these reductions will, if anything, be in our favour, 
especially as, owing to the new arrangements in connection with the P. & O. and Orient contracts, 
the transit rates payable by non-contracting countries and colonies will, instead of being retained 
by Great Britain in one direction and the Colonies in the other, be placed to the credit of the 
subsidy, and the balance divided between Great Britain and the Colonies in the proportion 
of to Great Britain and to the Colonies, -
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With reference to the subsidiary Treaties referred to in the Hon. Mr. Duffy’s Motion, time 

has not permitted of a careful examination of the untranslated Book of Proceedings recently 
received from Washington, but we understand that these Treaties do not materially, if at all, 
affect the Australasian Colonies. .

With regard to the optional provisions of the Washington Principal Convention, we report as 
follows :—

1. Article 6.—The registration fee is fixed at “ 25 centimes, (2^d.) at most,” but, under 
Article 2 of the Final Protocol, “it is agreed that the States outside Europe are authorised to 
maintain the maximum at 50 centimes {5d.').” Under these circumstances the Colonies need not 
alter their present charge for registration, which is (3d.), and we advise accordingly.

2. Article 7.—Administrations agreeing thereto may exchange registered correspondence 
marked with trade charges, up to 1000 francs (£40) to be collected on delivery ; the proceeds (less 
charges of collections, &c.), to be remitted to the senders of such correspondence.

The Colonies decided in 1892 not to adopt the system, and again at the present Conference.
3. Article 8.—This provides for the payment of an indemnity of 50 francs (£2) “ in case oj 

the loss of a registered article and except in cases beyond control,” but under Article 3 of the 
Final Protocol, “it is agreed, as a temporary measure, that Administrations of Countries outside 
Europe whose legislation is at present opposed to the principle of responsibility, retain the option 
of postponing the application of that principle until they shall have been able to obtain from the 
Legislature authority to introduce it.

We recommend the adoption of this provision, and that it be extended inland and 
intercolonially from 1st January next. ,

4. Article 9.—Where the legislation of a country permits, the sender of a letter or other 
article can have it withdrawn from the post, or have its address altered, so long as such article 
has not been delivered to the addressee.

No objection to this, it being our present practice.
5. Article 13.—In countries which consent to undertake the service in their reciprocal 

relations a system may be adopted under which, at the request of the senders, and on their paying 
in advance a sum of 3rf. for each article, all classes of correspondence are sent to the addressees 
by a special messenger immediately on arrival in the country of destination.

We do not recommend this system, as it is not practicable in sparsely populated districts.
6. Regulation 6.—It will be necessary for the Colonies to consider whether they are in a 

position to make up their postage stamps in the stipulated colours :—
2^d. in dark blue,

. \d. in red,
\d. in green.

We see no objection.
7. Regulation 11.—Administrations, whose Inland Regulations do not admit of the use of 

labels (R) in connection with registered articles, may postpone their introduction, and continue 
to use stamps for the indication of registered articles.

The present practice is to mark registered letters with a blue or red cross, and impressed 
with the letter “ R,” which we find answers every purpose, and we advise its continuance.

Nos. 74, 85.—“Mode of counting and charging Telegrams. Disputes with the public 
as to what are Cipher Words. (Orders for parts of Machinery).” “ Re numbers 
as well as words appearing in Telegrams.”

We recommend that figures be not allowed in the text of Inland or Intercolonial messages, 
but that amounts or numbers be written and signalled in words only. Isolated letters or groups 
of letters having no connective meaning shall be charged as one word for each letter.

Nos. 75, 78.—“System of counting words in Inland and Intercolonial Ordinary 
Telegrams.” “ Counting double names in Telegrams.”

We suggest that these matters be referred to a Sub-Committee, to consist of Sir Chas. Todd, 
Mr. P. B. Walker, Mr. John Hesketh, and Mr. Geo. Smibert, to be settled by correspondence.

No. 80.—Suggested abolition of additional charge on cipher words contained in
Inland and Intercolonial telegrams.”

With reference to the extra rate now levied on cipher words, we recommend that no extra 
rate be charged on any English Dictionary word containing not more than 15 letters. The 
above is intended to apply to both Inland and Intercolonial telegrams.

No. 82.—“ Intercolonial Telegraph Repeats.”
It is desirable that the practice of the Colonies should be uniform in dealing with the 

question of repeats, and it is recommended that the Resolution, No. 43, of the Brisbane Con
ference, March, 1893, be adhered to. The Resolution in question is as follows :—
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The receiver of a message may have the whole or part of it repeated on payment of 

the cost of the telegram demanding the repetition, and of the reply to the same.
The sender can also have the whole or any portion of his message repeated on payment 

of the cost of the telegram he forwards and of the reply.
The demand for the repetition must be made within seventy-two hours after receipt or 

despatch of the telegram, and should be written in the following manner :—
“ Sydney from Brisbane ” (these words are not charged for).
“ It.P.4 ” (representing reply paid, four words).
“ Twenty-sixth ” (date of message to be repeated) ; “ Brown ” (receiver’s name) ; 

“ Repeat first, fourth, ninth ” (meaning words of the text of the telegram to be 
repeated) ; or,

“ Twenty-sixth ” ; “ Brown ” (repeat word or words) ; “ after......................... ”
The reply will be worded as follows :— .

“ Brisbane to Sydney,” (these words are not charged for).
“ Brown ”.................... (words repeated).

bio. 90.—“ Question of issuing vouchers with ‘Reply Paid’ telegrams in terms of para
graph 1, clause 51, of Buda-Pesth Telegraph Service Regulations.”

We advise that the voucher system be adopted, and that the New Zealand form be accepted 
as pattern.

[See other side.
PREPAID REPLY FORM.

NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS.
Code : Handed in (Time) : No. of Message :

Office of \ Words. Sent. Office Stamp.
Origin: ji

Instructions : Excess Charge.

1 1
At m.

To

By
-

STAMPS IN PAYMENT OF EXCESS CHARGE (IF ANY) MUST BE AFFIXED HERE BY THE SENDER.

A.f
B.

No. uf Message
This Telegram is presented tor Transmission by the undersigned, subject to the authorised conditions. Office \

No. iriA.

Stamp of 
Issuing Office.

N.B.—Office of origin to be inserted after signature, and Telegraphed.
[On back.

KBPItT VOUCHES.—A sum of having been deposited for

a reply of words (addresses included) to a telegram handed in at

timed , addressed to , this form

will be accepted within six weeks of the date of its issue at any Postal Telegraph Office in payment 

or part payment, as the case may be, of a telegram.

Signature of Issuing Officer: ..........
N.B.—If this form be not used, or if it be used for a telegram the charge for which is less than the amount deposited, 

the whole of the amount deposited, or the difference, as the case may be, will be returned on application being made to the 
Controller, G-.P.O., Wellington, within si\ weeks of the date of issue. After that interval no application for the return of 
the amount will be entertained.

No. 92.—“ Code Vocabulary. Points submitted by Berne Telegraph Bureau for
consideration.” '

We suggest that this matter be referred to a Sub-Committee, to consist of Sir Charles 
Todd, Mr. P. B. Walker, Mr. John Hesketh, and Mr, George Smibert, to be settled by corre
spondence.
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Note.—
Chicago to 
New York 
1000 miles.
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The following is our Report on additional matters remitted to us by the Honorable 

the Ministers

No. 68.—“ Cable Subsidies and Guarantees, time of year closing.”
We recommend that this matter be referred to the Postmaster-General, South Australia, to 

arrange, if possible with the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company that the year close on the 
31st December.

No. 87.—“The question of abolishing the system of ‘Urgent’ Intercolonial Telegrams, 
or of overcoming the delays to which ordinary Telegrams are subjected in Colonies 
in which such system is in operation.”

We recommed that the system of urgent telegrams be discontinued with regard to Inter
national Messages.

No. 88.—“Urgent Telegrams with West Australia.” ''
It is suggested that this Question be withdrawn, as it is disposed of by the recommendation 

of No. 87.

No. 102.—“Establishment of Telephonic communication between the Capital Cities of
the Australian Continent.”

In 1896 several letters were received by the Sydney Office from Mr. Jules Renard, respect
ing the establishment of Telephonic communication between the capital cities of the Australian 
Continent (Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane), it being pointed out that such a system of 
communication existed between Brussels and Paris ; Paris, Lyons, and Marseilles (537 miles) ; 
Chicago and New York (1500 miles) ; as well as in other places. It was represented that the 
line from Adelaide to Brisbane could be constructed for a sum not exceeding £40,000. The 
Sydney Chamber of Commerce also wrote, enclosing a copy of a letter received by that body 
from Mr. Renard, and suggested that the subject might be considered at the next Intercolonial 
Postal Conference. ’ .

The matter received attention; at the 1896 (Sydney) Conference, when the following Report 
of Permanent Heads was adopted ; viz.:— -

“ This is a matter that requires careful consideration. The first cost would be more than 
double Mr. Renard’s estimates for connecting Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, and Adelaide, 
and the charge that would have to be made for conversation would be so large as to be 
almost prohibitory. The population of the Colonies is not sufficiently developed to 
enable an expensive work of this nature to be carried out so as to be remunerative at a 
reasonable charge to the public. The line from Sydney to Brisbane alone would cost 
£41,750, or, presuming that the existing poles could be used (which is impracticable), 
the estimate might he reduced to £24,250. Even making no allowance for maintenance 
of the line or for working expenses, the interest and sinking fund on a fifteen years’ 
purchase is 10 per cent, of the capital cost (really £9 12s. 8d. per cent.) Therefore, 
for a line to be justifiable, a revenue of £4175 will require to be guaranteed on the 
Brisbane and Sydney line alone. It must also be borne in mind that telephonic com
munication between the capital cities of Australia would materially interfere with the 
telegraph revenue. We arc therefore not prepared to recommend Mr. Renard’s 
proposal for favourable consideration.”

Mr. Renard subsequently wrote, stating that the line from Sydney to Brisbane would not 
cost more than one-half the sum named in the above-quoted Report, and that, taking the largest 
diameter of wire for the through line from Adelaide to Brisbane (1800 miles), the total cost 
would not exceed £100,000, including new poles.

In June, 1897, the Sydney Chamber of Commerce forwarded to the New South Wales 
Postal Department a copy of the following Resolution, adopted at a Conference of Chambers of 
Commerce of Australasia held at Sydney in May, 1897, viz. :—

“ Long distance Telephony.—That it is desirable that telephonic communication be established 
between the various Capitals and leading Towns of Australia as early as possible.”

In forwarding this Resolution, a hope was expressed that, as early as possible, enquiry would 
be made into the prospects of such an undertaking being a commercial success.

We are still of the opinion that there is not sufficient justification at the present time for 
the adoption of any scheme of Trunk Telephone Lines between the capital cities of the 
Australian Colonies. The reasons for our arriving at this decision are as follow :—

The present lines of poles are not able to carry the telephone wires in some cases, and, 
therefore, new poles would require to be erected in these .places. The cost of construction would



be still further increased by the necessity for using very heavy copper wires, and of re-arranging 
the present wires so as to avoid interference.

Experience indicates that the use of Telephone Trunk Lines would interfere with the 
Telegraphic Revenue. The extent of this interference depends upon the amount and nature of 
the business and tariffs.

The centres of Australia are far apart and comparatively sparsely populated. We are, 
therefore, of the. opinion that the circumstances of the Colony, its population, &c., do not justify 
us in recommending the adoption of any comprehensive scheme at present.

. We are, however, of opinion that the steps at present being taken .by the various Colonies 
are in a direction which will eventually lead to the desired end. In all the principal Colonies- 
trunk lines of moderate length are being introduced. Those in New South Wales and Queens
land lead in the direction of the respective borders. As experience gained on them is found to 
justify it, the various Colonies will doubtless still further extend these lines until at last they 
meet. .

Meantime, we recommend that the different Colonies be desired to furnish a statement of 
the Telephone Trunk Lines in use or contemplated, together with particulars of the cost, effect 
on revenue, and any other information of interest on the subject.

After discussion the recommendations were agreed to.' .

■ Postal.

Ratification of Washington Congress, and consideration of the various Conventions entered 
into at Washington but not signed by the Australasian Delegate. (Vie. 1.)

Hon. John Gavan Duffy moved :—
“ That this Conference recommend to the Governments of Australasia the ratification of 

the Treaty entered into at Washington at the last Universal Postal Congress.”
Hon. J. G. Jenkins seconded the Motion, which was carried.

Adjournment.-
Motion put and carried,— .

“ That the Conference, at its rising, adjourn until Monday, 4th April, at 10\30 a.m.”
At 11,52 the Conference adjourned accordingly.

P. O. FYSH, President.
Thos. C. Just, Secretary.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL CHAMBER, HOBART.

MONDAY, 4th APRIL, 1898.
The President, Hon. Sir Philip Fysh, K.C.M.G., took the Chair at 10 a.m., when the 

under-mentioned gentlemen, representing the Colonies herein named, were present:—
New South Wales:

Victoria :

South Australia: 

Queensland:

Tasmania:

The Hon. Joseph Cook, M.P., Postmaster-General. '
S. H. Lambton, Esq., Deputy Postmaster-General.
P. B. Walker, Esq., M. Inst. C.E., M.I.E.E., Chief Electrician and 

Engineer-in-Chief Telegraph Department.
The Hon. John Gavan Duffy, M.L.A., Postmaster-General. '
F. L. Outtrim, Esq., Deputy Postmaster-General, Secretary to Postal 

Department, and Superintendent of Telegraphs. .
Hon. J. G. Jenkins, M.P., Commissioner of Public Works.
Sir Charles Todd, K.C.M.G., M.A.F.R.S., Postmaster-General.

The Hon. J. R. Dickson, C.M.G., M.L.A., Home Secretary and 
Postmaster-General.

John M‘Donnell, Esq., Under Secretary to the Post and Telegraph 
,, Department, and Superintendent of Telegraphs.
John Hesketh, Esq., Electrical Engineer.
The Hon. Sir Philip Fysh, K.C.M.G., M.H.A., Treasurer and 

Postmaster-General.
H. V. Bayly, Esq., Secretary to the Post Office.
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Canadian Postage Rates.

The PliiisiDENT reported that he had received a telegram from the Postmaster-General of 
Canada in reply to a Telegram forwarded from the Conference.

Ordered to be considered at a later hour. '

Report of Sub-Committee. •

The Conference further considered the Report of the Sub-Committee of Permanent Heads 
of Departments on questions submitted to them.

No. 18.—“ Grocers’ Price Lists, Postage on.”
Two articles were submitted by South Australia with a view to obtaining an opinion 

generally as to whether those and publications of a like character should be considered as news
papers. We are of opinion that one of the articles is inadmissible as a newspaper, but only for 
the reason that it is not fully dated as the Regulations require, and that the second one is entitled 
to pass as a newspaper.

Agreed to-
No. 33.—“Postage on certain class of Publication.”

A publication is submitted by South Australia with a view to conferring as to whether 
publications of that class should be treated as packets or books. We are of opinion that, not 
being published in book form, they should be charged at Packet rate of postage.

Agreed to.
Question put, and passed—

“ That the Report of the Sub-Committee of Permanent Heads of Departments, as amended, 
be now approved.” •

Postal and Telegraphic Rates.

Hon. J. G. Jenkins moved,—■
“ That this Conference recommends to the Governments of Australasia that no alteration 

in International Postal or Telegraphic Rates be made without the Colony proposing 
to make such alterations advising the other Colonies and endeavouring to arrange for 
uniformity of action.”

Hon. John Gavan Duffy seconded. Carried.

Canadian Postage Rates.

The following Telegrams were read :—;
Hobart, 1st April, 1898.

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Ottawa, Canada.
I am directed by the Australian Postal Conference, sitting at Hobart, to enquire if it is intended to 

carry out the proposed reduction of postage from 5 cents to 3 cents, and to inform you of the objection of 
Australia to concur in the proposition.

P. O. FYSH, Chairman.

Reply.
Ottawa, 2nd April, 1898.

Hon. P. 0. Fysh, Chairman.
Postal Conference, Hobart.

Canada would welcome Inter-imperial uniform reduced preferential postal rates, but if that plan not 
approved of, hopes she may be allowed at her own expense to reduce her outgoing letter rate to all parts 
of Empire, conceding like freedom of action to all other portions of Empire. Having regard to Canada’s 
geographical and commercial position, existing postal rates constitute serious grievance. Meantime 
Canada has suspended all action pending approaching Postal Conference at London.

' WILLIAM MULLOCH, Postmaster-General.

Hon. John Gavan Duffy moved,—
“ That the Conference go into Committee of the whole, to consider the Telegram from 

the Hon. Postmaster-General of Canada.”
Hon. J. R. Dickson seconded.
Carried.
The Conference went into Committee accordingly.
After some time spent therein ;
The Conference resumed, and the President reported the following Resolution :—
“That the various Agents-General, Delegates to the Postal Conference in London, be 

instructed to oppose the proposal to reduce the rate of postage to all -parts of the British
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Empire from 2\d. per \ oz. to 2d., and also the Canadian proposal to reduce her outgoing rate 
from 5 cents, per lr oz. to 3 cents, per oz.,' for the following reasons :—

1. The present rate is not an unreasonably high one, having in view the large cost to the
Colonies involved in the maintenance of the present means of Postal communication 
with the various portions of the Empire.

2. Because of the anomaly which would be created by carrying letters 14,000 miles for
the same rate as now charged for delivery within the limits of the Town where 
posted. .

Regarding the proposal of Canada to reduce her outgoing postage, this Conference is 
strongly of opinion that no reduction should take place which would be a departure from the 
present uniform rate, for the following reason, inter alia, at present a charge of 2d. per half
ounce is made in Australia for the carriage of letters to however small a distance, while the 
Canadian proposal would involve the carrying of her letters over the same routes at a greatly 
reduced cost. This would, in the opinion of the Conference, lead to confusion and dissatisfaction.

Hon. Joseph Cook moved that the Resolution be agreed to.
Hon. J. Gavan Duffy seconded.
Carried.
Hon. J. Gavan Duffy moved,—

“That the following reply be forwarded to the Hon. Postmaster-General of Canada : — 
‘It is satisfactory to learn that your contemplated reduction of Postal rates is 

suspended pending London Conference.’ ”
Hon. Joseph Cook seconded.
Carried.
Hon. J. G. Jenkins moved,— '

“ That a copy of the Resolution passed by the Conference be forwarded to the Premiers of 
each of the Colonies.”

Hon. J. Gavan Duffy seconded.
Carried.

At 12-50 the Conference adjourned until afternoon.

AFTERNOON SITTING.

The President took the Chair at J’SO o’clock.

Telegraphic.—Alternative Cable Route.
Hon. Joseph Cook moved for leave to move a Motion without notice.
This being granted ; .
Hon. Joseph Cook moved,— -

“That, in the absence of any satisfactory proposal from the Eastern Extension Telegraph 
Company, and of any proposal at all except on the basis of an alternative cable via 
Africa, this Conference is unable to make any fresh arrangement with that Company.”

Hon. John Gavan Duffy seconded.
After discussion,
The Motion was agreed to.

" Pacific Cable.
Hon. J. R. Dickson obtained leave to propose a Motion without Notice, and moved,— 

“That this Conference re-affirms the opinion that, in the interests of Australasia the 
Pacific Cable project should be consummated as speedily as practicable, and that 
the Governments of the various Australasian Colonies be requested to represent to 
the Imperial and Dominion Governments the foregoing opinion, together with the 
proposal of the Premiers as agreed to at their recent Conference held in Melbourne, 
viz.,—that if Great Britain and Canada would each contribute one third of the cost, 
the Colonies would be prepared to contribute the remaining third.”

Hon. J. Gavan Duffy seconded, and the Motion was carried.

Overland Telegraph Lines.
Hon. J. R. Dickson moved,—

“ That the question in reference to the overland Telegraph Lines between South Australia 
and Queensland be referred to the Governments of those Colonies.”
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Hon. J. Gavan Duffy seconded. „
After discussion,
The Motion was carried.
Hon. Joseph Cook, by leave, moved,—

“ That this Conference has heard with satisfaction from the Representative of South 
Australia of the intention of the Government to take immediate steps for the 
improvement of the overland Telegraph Line, and urges him to impress upon his 
Government to lose no time in effecting the improvements suggested, and hopes the 
Western Australian Government will take similar steps with regard to their overland 
line.”

Hno. J. Gavan Duffy seconded the Motion, which was carried.

Thanks.
Hon. Joseph Cook moved a vote of thanks to the Hon. Sir Philip Fysh for the able 

manner in which he had presided over the proceedings of the Conference, and for the generous 
hospitality and kindness which he had extended to the Delegates.

Hon. J. G. J enkins seconded the Motion, which was supported by Hon. J. Gavan Duffy 
and Hon. J. R. Dickson, and unanimously carried.

Hon. the President returned thanks for the compliment paid him, and expressed his 
pleasure at the opportunity of meeting the Ministers and Heads of Departments from the other 
Colonies.

Hon. Joseph Cook moved a vote of thanks to the Secretary, Mr. T. C. Just, for the able 
manner in which he had performed his duties as Secretary.

Hon. J. R. Dickson seconded, and Hon. J. Gavan Duffy supported the Motion, which was 
carried unanimously.

Mr. JUST acknowledged the compliment.
Hon. Joseph Cook proposed a vote of thanks to the representatives of the Press, for the 

excellent and accurate reports which they had given of the proceedings of the Conference. He 
also moved that thanks he given to Mr. H. V. Bayly, Head of the Postal Department of 
Tasmania, for his courtesy and attention to the Delegates.

Hon. J. G. Jenkins seconded, and Hons. J. Gavan Duffy and J. R. Dickson supported 
the Motion, which was put and carried.

At 6T0 the Conference adjourned sine die.

P. O. FYSH, President.

Thos. C. Just, Secretary.
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AMENDMENTS OF POSTAL UNION CONVENTION, AND
DETAILED REGULATIONS.

Washington Congress, 1897.

AMENDMENTS, &c. IN THE PRINCIPAL CONVENTION.
Note.—The country named in the margin designates the author of the amendment.

Articles 1, 2, 3. 
Nil.

For Sea transits—
Article 4.

(a) To the territorial transit rates if the voyage does not exceed 300 nautical miles. Never
theless, the sea transit upon a voyage not exceeding 300 nautical miles is gratuitous if 
the Administration interested receives already on account of mails or correspondence 
conveyed the remuneration applicable to the territorial transit.

(b) To 5 francs per kilogramme of letters and post-cards, and to 50 centimes per kilogramme
of other articles for the exchanges effected upon a transit exceeding 300 nautical 
miles between European countries, between Europe and the Ports of Africa and 
Asia situated upon the Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea, or from one to other of 
these ports, and between Europe and North America. The same rates are applicable 
to the transits assured throughout the Union between two ports of one state as well 
as between the ports of two states connected by the same line of vessels when the 
sea voyage does not exceed 1500 nautical miles.

yc) To 15 francs pen kilogramme of letters and post-cards, and to 1 franc per kilogramme 
of other articles for all transits not included in paragraphs a and b. In the case of 
sea transits effected by two or more Administrations the total cost of transit may not 
exceed 15 francs per kilogramme of letters and post-cards, and 1 franc per kilo
gramme of other articles. These costs are in such cases divided between the 
Administrations participating in the transport in proportion to the distance traversed, 
without prejudice to other arrangements which may exist between the parties 
interested.

The transit rates specified in the present Articles do not apply to the transits effected by 
services dependent on Administrations foreign to the Union, nor to transits within the Union by 
means of extraordinary services specially established or maintained by one Administration either in 
the interests or upon the request of one or several Administrations. The conditions of the latter 
class of transits are governed by common consent between the Administrations concerned. In 
addition, wherever the transit, territorial as well as nautical, is at present gratuitous or subject to 
more advantageous conditions, the present system is maintained. .

It is, nevertheless, understood—
(1.) That the territorial transit rates will be reduced as follows :—

By 5 per cent, during the first two years of application of the present Convention. 
„ 10 „ during the two years following.
„ 15 „ thereafter.

(2.) That the countries whose receipts and expenditure in connection with the territorial 
transits do not together exceed the sum of 5000 francs per annum, and whose 
expenditure exceeds their receipts for this transit, are exonerated from all payments 
on this account.

(3.) That the sea transit rate of 15 francs per kilogramme of letters and post-cards provided 
in Sub-section (c), Clause 3 preceding, will be reduced as follows :—

To 14 francs during the first two years of the application of the present Convention, 
To 12 francs during the two years following.
To 10 francs thereafter,

Sec. 3, 
Sub-sec. 2. 
Adopted on 
the recom
mendation 
of the sub
committee.

Sec. 4.

Sec. S.
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Sec. 0.

Sec. 7.

Sec. 8.

Sec. 1, 
Sub-sec. 2.

Sec. 2, 
Sub-sec. 2. 
France.

Sec. 5.
Bosnia-Heree- 
govina, Great 
Britain, 
Servia, and 
Switzerland. 
Sec. 3.
France.

Sec. 1.

Sec. 2. 
Sweden.

Sec. 3.
New.
France.

Sec. 2.
New.
Russia.

Sec. 3.
(2. Vienna.) 
Russia.

Sec. 5.
(4. Vienna.)

Addition.
France.
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The expenses of transit are borne by the Administration of the country of origin.

The general accounting for these charges is effected under the conditions determined by the 
regulation of execution provided for in Article 20 hereafter.

The Official Correspondence mentioned in Clause 2, Article n.—The reply halves of double 
post-cards returned to country of origin ; articles re-directed or missent ; undelivered articles ; 
acknowledgments of delivery ; Money Orders and all other documents relating to the Postal 
Service, are exempt from all charges for territorial or sea transit.

Article 5. '
For post-cards in the case of prepayment—To 10 centimes for single cards, or for each of the 

two halves of the reply card, and to double that amount in the contrary case.
(Note.—Unpaid or insufficiently paid cards were previously treated as unpaid or insufficiently prepaid letters.)

Add the paragraph :—
“ When the postage of the single post-card includes one or other of the surcharges authorised 

by the two preceding paragraphs, the same postage is applicable to each half of the reply post-cards.”

Substitute 350 grammes for 250 grammes maximum w'eight, and strike out all words after 
“ diameter.”

Article 6.
Substitute the words “at the time of posting” for “ in advance,” and add to the section, “The 

same fee may be applied to requests for information as to the disposal of registered articles made 
subsequent to the posting if the sender has not already paid the special fee to obtain an acknowledg
ment of delivery.”

Article 7.
Add the following paragraph :—
“ The maximum amount for trade charges is fixed at 1000 francs per packet, or the equivalent 

of that sum in the currency of the country of destination. It is optional with each Administration 
to decrease the maximum to 500 francs per packet, or to the equivalent of that sura in its monetary 
system.”

In the absence of other arrangements between the countries interested, the amount collected 
from the addressees, &c., &c., and add the following :—“ The amount of a Money Order for trade 
charges being unclaimed, remains at the disposal of the Administration of the country of origin of the 
article marked with trade charges.”

The loss of a registered article marked with trade charges entails upon the Postal Service the 
responsibility fixed by Article 8 for registered articles. After delivery of the article the Adminis
tration of the country of destination is responsible for the amount of the trade charges, and must, in 
the event of application, be able to account to the sender of the packet for the sum collected, less the 
commission and charges provided by Clause 2.

A Hide 8.
Countries willing to accept the risks arising from cases beyond control are authorised to levy on 

that account a fee not exceeding 25 centimes for each registered article.

Add the following paragraph :—
“ In the event of the loss of a registered article sent by another country, under circumstances 

beyond control, upon the territory or in the service of a country willing to accept the risks mentioned 
in the preceding Section, the country in which the loss occurs is responsible to the office of origin, 
provided the latter, on its side, accepts the risks in circumstances beyond control with regard to its 
senders.

The payment of the indemnity by the despatching office must be effected as soon as possible 
and, at the latest, within a year of the date of application. The office responsible is bound to 
refund without delay to the despatching.office the amount of the indemnity paid by the latter.

The office of origin is authorised to pay the sender at the charge of the intermediary office or 
the office of delivery, which, having been duly advised, has allowed a year to elapse without taking 
steps in the matter. In the case of an office whose responsibility is duly established and which at 
first declines payment of the indemnity, it should be charged in addition with the costs incurred in 
consequence of the unjustifiable delay-in making payment.”

Article 9. 
Nil.
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Article 10.

Instead of Articles 5 and 6, read “By the various Articles of the present Convention.”

. Article 11.
Add the following paragraph :— .
“The use of postage stamps issued with a special and particular end in view by the countries 

of issue, such as commemoration stamps with a transitory validity, is not permitted in the Inter
national Service.”

Add the following:— '
“ Nevertheless, reply post-cards bearing postage stamps of the country in which these cards 

were issued, and the newspapers or packets of newspapers not provided with postage stamps, but 
which bear the superscription “ Abonnements Poste” (Subscription PostJ, and which are sent 
under Article 19—“ Arrangements for Subscription to Newspapers’'—of the present Gonveution, 
are also considered as fully prepaid.

Official correspondence relative to the Postal Service exchanged between Postal Adminis
trations ; between Administrations and the International JBureau, and between the Post Offices of 
the countries of the Union, arc exempted from payment in ordinary postage stamps and from all 
liability to charge.

Articles 12, 13, 14, and 15.
' Nil. .

Article 16.
There shall not be forwarded commercial papers, printed papers, and samples, which do not 

comply with the conditions required for these classes of mail matter by Article 5 of the present 
Convention and Regulation 20.

If occasion arise, these articles are returned to the country of origin and, if possible, to 
the sender. * .

Add—
“ Nevertheless, explosive, inflammable, or dangerous substances are not returned to the country 

of origin, but are destroyed on the spot by the Administration discovering their presence.”

Article 17. *
(1.) The offices of the Union having relations with countries not adhering to the Union should 

lend their assistance to all other offices of the Union for the transmission of correspondence “ a 
decouvert” to or from the said countries.

(2.) With regard to the costs of transit for correspondence of all kinds and the responsibility 
for registered articles, such correspondence is dealt with as follows :—

For transit within the Union in accordance with the stipulations of the present Convention.
For transit to the countries situated beyond the limits of the Union in accordance with the 

conditions notified by the Office of the Union acting as intermediary.
Nevertheless the costs of sea transit, whether in or beyond the Union, may not exceed 

20 francs per kilogramme for letters and post-cards, and 1 franc per kilogramme for 
other articles. These charges are divided between the offices assisting in the sea transit 
in proportion to the distance traversed. .

Tihe costs of transit of correspondence by sea or land, either within or beyond the limits of 
the Union, are ascertained in the same manner as the costs of transit of correspondence 
exchanged between countries of the Union.

(3.) The costs of transit of correspondence addressed to countries not adhering to the Union 
are charged to the office of origin which fixes the rates of postage for such correspondence. These 
rates may not be lower than the nominal rate of the Union.

(4.) The costs of transit for correspondence originating in countries not adhering to the Union 
are not charged to the country of destination. That office distributes without surcharge 
such correspondence as may be sent to it as fully prepaid ; it taxes the unpaid correspondence 
w7ith double the rate applicable in its own service to similar articles addressed to the country whence 
the said correspondence originates, and the insufficiently paid correspondence to double the deficiency ; 
but the tax may not exeeed that which is collected upon unpaid correspondence of the same nature, 
weight, and origin.

(5.) The correspondence despatched from a country of the Union to a country foreign to the 
Union, and vice versa, through the intermediary of an office of the Union, may be transmitted on 
either side in closed mails, if this mode of transmission be agreed to by offices of destination and 
origin of the mails with the consent of the intermediary office.

Articles 18, 19, and 20.
■Nil.

S*c. 1. 
Germany.

Sec. 1. 
Belgium.

Sec. 2.
Netherlands.

Sec. 1. 
Belgium.

Sec. 2. 
Belgium.

Sec. 4. 
Belgium.

Substitute for 
Article 17, 
(Vienna) 
France.
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Sec. 1.
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Switzerland.

Sec. 3. 
France.

Sec. 5. 
Japan

Sec. 2. •
Great Britain.

Great Britain 
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Article 2],

It does not restrict the rights of contracting parties to maintain and conclude treaties, as well 
as to establish and maintain more restricted Unions with a view to the reduction of rates or any 
other improvement of postal, relations.

Articles 22, 23, 24, 25.
Nil

Article 26. .
Add the following :—
“ In order to be submitted for discussion, each proposal must be supported by at least two 

Administrations in addition to that from which the proposal emanates. When the International 
Bureau does not receive, at the same time as the proposal, the necessary number of declarations of 
support, no further action shall be taken.”

Amendments are not admitted.

27th, 28th, and 29th Articles have been added to the list of those which may be modified on 
unanimity of votes.

Three months inserted in place of two months.

Article 27.
Re-arranged.

Final Protocol.
The British Government has ceded to the South African Colonies and Protectorates the vote 

allotted to the whole of the other British Colonies by Section 5, Article 27.

DETAILED REGULATIONS FOR THE EXECUTIOiN OF THE PRINCIPAL
CONVENTION.

In accordance with the suggestion of France, the articles have been re-arranged.
The numbers in Roman numerals indicate the Articles in the Vienna Convention Regulations.

Articles 1. 2. 3.
Nil. '

Article 4.
Fixing Rates of Postage, IV.

The words “ or of important alterations in the value of the money,” have been inserted after 
the words above-mentioned. - e

Section 3 of the Vienna Regulations has been struck out.

Article 5.
Exceptions in the matter of weight, XXVIII.

Nil.

Article 6.
Postage stamps (new^Article.)

(1.) The postage stamps representing the postage rates of the Union, or their equivalent in the 
currency of each country, are printed as far as possible in the following colours :—

Stamps of 25 centimes (24d.) in dark blue.
„ „ 10 „ (Id.) in red/
„ „ 5 • „ (id.) in green.

(2.) Postage stamps must bear upon their face ‘the inscription of the value they actually 
represent for the payment of postage on correspondence according to the table of equivalents 
inserted in Article 4 preceding.
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Article 7.

Correspondence with countries foreign to the Union, V.
The offices of the Union which have relations with countries foreign to the Union furnish 

the other offices of the Union with a list of such countries, with the following information :—
(1.) Cost of sea or land transit applicable to the conveyance of mails beyond the limits of 

the Union. '
(2.) Description of correspondence admitted.
(3.) Whether prepayment of postage be compulsory or optional.
(4.) Limit for each class of correspondence, and validity of postage collected (to destination 

or to port of discharge.)
(5.) Extent of pecuniary responsibility with regard to registered articles.
(6.) Possibility of admitting acknowledgments of delivery.
(7.) As far as possible the rates of postage in force in the Countries beyond the Union in 

comparison with the Countries of the Union.

Article 8.
Application of the Stamps, VI.

The stamping of correspondence posted on packets in the moveable boxes or in the hands of 
Commanders devolves, in the cases contemplated by Article II., Section 3, of the Convention, upon 
the Postal Agent on board, or, if there be none, upon the Post Office to which the correspondence 
is delivered; in the latter case the Office impresses the correspondence with its ordinary date- 
stamp, and adds the remark “ Packet ” by means of a stamp or label.

Postage stamps not obliterated through fault or omission in the service of origin must be 
cancelled in the usual manner by the Office which discovers the irregularity.

Article 9.
Indication of the number of Rates, VII.

The words “ wholly unpaid or insufficiently prepaid ” have been inserted after “ correspondence.”

Article 10.
Insufficient prepayment, VIII.

■ Nil. t ■

Article 11.
. Stipulations respecting registered articles, XV. ’

Add the following paragraph :—
“ It is however absolutely necessary to indicate each registered article by an ordinal number. 

If the regulations of a re-despatching office require the indication of registered articles by a new 
ordinal number, that office must strike out the original number, but in such a manner that it shall 
not be rendered illegible.” • .

i

Section 4. Vienna Regulations struck out. '

After “ report the case,” insert the words “ by verification certificate to the administration to 
which the office of origin is subordinate. The certificate must state, very exactly, the office of origin, 
the date of posting, and the number of the article.

This condition is not applicable to registered articles which, through re-direction, become subject 
to increased postage. These latter articles are dealt with as required by Section 2, Article 25 of 
the present regulations. .

Article 12.
Indemnity for the loss of registered article, XII.

Nil.

Article 13.
Acknowledgments of delivery of registered articles, IX.

They are accompanied hy a form in conformity to Model B. annexed hereto. This form is 
prepared by the office of origin, or by another office designated by the despatching office, and 
attached by a piece of string to the article to which it relates. If it fails to reach the office of 
destination, the latter prepares a new acknowdedgment of delivery.

Acknowledgments of delivery must be formulated in Erench, or bear a sublineary translation 
in that language.

Francft.

Sec. 3. 
France.

New Sec. (8.) 
Switzerland.

Sec. I. 
Egypt.

Sec. 3.
Austria-Hun
gary.

Germany, Bel
gium, Fiance, 
and Sweden. 
Sec. 4. 
(Washing
ton.)
Belgium.

Sec. 2. 
Belgium.
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France,
Sec. 4. 
France.

Sec. 5.
. France,

Sec. 1. 
France.

Switzerland.

Sec. 2.

See. 3.

Sec. 4.

Sec. 5.

Sec. 6.

Sec. 7.
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graph. 
Austria,
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The office of destination, after having duly completed the Form B, returns it in an envelope 

officially registered to the office of origin.
When the sender of a registered article demands an acknowledgment of delivery subsequent 

to the posting of such article, the office of origin reproduces upon a Form B., to which a stamp 
representing the fee for an acknowledgment of delivery has been affixed, an accurate description of 
the registered article (nature of the article, office of origin, date of posting, number, and superscrip
tion). This form is transmitted from Administration to Administration with the indication of the 
mail in which the article sought for has been delivered to the service of exchange from the office 
corresponding therewith. The office of destination completes the form and returns it to the office 
of origin, as prescribed by Section 3 preceding. ,

It an acknowledgment of delivery regularly demanded by the sender at the time of posting 
be not delivered to the office of origin after a reasonable period has elapsed, application may be 
instituted for the missing acknowledgment in accordance with the rules outlined in Section 4 pre
ceding. . Nevertheless, in the latter case, instead of affixing a postage stamp to the Form B., the 
office of origin writes at the head of the form the inscription, “ Application for acknowledgment of 
delivery.”

Article 14.
Registered articles marked with trade charges (new). 

Such articles are not accepted by Australian Administrations.

Article 15.
Post-cards, XYI.

Post cards must be sent unenclosed, and must bear at the top of the address side the title Carte 
Postale clearly expressed in French, or with a sublineary translation in that language. This title 
is followed as far as possible by the words —

f Union Postal Universelle Cote reserve a 1’adresse ^
| Universal Postal Union This side reserved for the address J

The remainder of the face is reserved for the postage stamps, for indications relating to the Postal 
Service (registered, acknowledgment of delivery, &c.), and for the address, which may be written in 
manuscript, or be shown upon a gummed label not exceeding 2 centimetres by 5. (f by 2 inches.)
# When the sender uses an inland post-card for foreign service, this card is forwarded, provided
it bears the printed or written title, “ Carte Postale,” or the equivalent of this title in the language of 
the country of origin. ■

In addition, the sender has the right to indicate on the face his name and address, either by 
means of a stamp, an autograph stamp, or other typographical process.
# Engravings or advertisements may be printed on the face. Nevertheless, they may in no way 
interfere with the clear indication of the address, as well as the affixing of stamps and notices of the 
Postal Service.

It is forbidden to join to or attach anything whatever to post-cards except the postage stamps 
and labels mentioned in the first Section and in Section 4 of the present Article.

Post-cards may not exceed the following dimensions :—Length, 14 centimetres, (5| inches), 
width, 9 centimetres (3J inches).

Reply-paid post-cards must bear on the address side of the first half the title, “ Post Card, 
Reply Paid,” and on the second half, “ Post Card Reply.” Each of the two halves must comply 
with the conditions required for the single card ; they are folded one upon the other, and may not 
be closed by any means whatever.

rlhe sender of a reply-paid post-card is permitted to indicate his name and address on the face 
of the^ “reply half,” either in manuscript or by affixing a label thereon.
. The prepayment of the reply half by means of the postage stamps of the country which has 
issued the card is valid only if the two halves of the reply-paid card are received attached from the 
country of origin, and if the reply half is dispatched to the destination of that country. In the 
contrary case it is treated as an unpaid card.

# Post-cards, .both single and reply paid, emanating from private industry are admitted to inter
national circulation if agreeable to the laws of the country of origin, and provided that they fulfil 
the conditions imposed by the present Article for admission at the reduced tariff in the exchanges 
from country to country for the post-cards issued by the Postal Administrations, and that they be in 
conformity with the post-cards issued by the office of origin, at all events in regard to size and 
substance of paper.

. Post-cards not fulfilling, as to prescribed indications, dimensions, external form, &c., the condi
tions laid down by the present article for this class of correspondence, are treated as letters.

Nevertheless, post-cards originally addressed to the inland service of the country of origin, and 
redirected to another country, are admitted to the benefits of the reduced rates, if they comply with 
the conditions laid down for the circulation of post-cards to the interior of the country of origin, 
and do not exceed the dimensions fixed by Section 2 preceding.
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Article 16.

Commercial Papers, XVII.
Completed by adding:—
“ The corrected exercises of students, comment on the work is forbidden.”

Article 17.
Samples, XIX.

Articles made of glass, liquids, oils, fatty substances, dry powders, whether dyes or not, as well 
as packets containing live bees, are admitted for transmission as samples of merchandise, provided 
that they be packed in the following manner:— '

(1.) Articles made of glass must be packed solidly in boxes of metal, wood, leather, or card
board, in such a manner as to prevent danger to correspondence and to the employee.

Completed by adding :—
“ When perforated blocks of wood, lined with absorbent substances and furnished with a lid, are 

used having at least a thickness of j^th of an inch in the weakest part, it is unnecessary that such 
blocks be enclosed in a second box.

Objects of natural history, animals, and dried or preserved plants, geological specimens, &c., not 
sent with a commercial end in view, and the packing of which conforms with the general conditions 
respecting samples of merchandise, are also admitted to the rates of postage for samples.”

' Article 18.
Printed papers of every kind, XVIII.

After “ photographs,” add “ albums containing photographs.”
Second paragraph commences “ Reproductions of type copy made in manuscript or. by the type

writer when obtained by a mechanical process such as poligraphy, chromography, &c., &c., are 
assimilated to printed matter, but in order to pass at the reduced rate of postage they must be 
brought to the Post Office counter-and must number at least twenty copies precisely identical.

Printed papers of which the text has been altered after printing either by hand or by a 
mechanical process, or bears any mark whatever capable of constituting a Conventional Language, 
cannot be sent at the reduced rate.

To add in manuscript on printed visiting cards, the address of the sender and his title, as well 
as wishes, congratulations, thanks, compliments of condolence or other forms of politeness expressed 
in five words at most or by means of conventional initials, (p.f. &c.)

To make prominent by means of marks and by underlining words or passages of the text to 
which it is desired to draw attention.

To insert or correct, in manuscript or by mechanical process, the figures in prices current, 
tenders for advertisements, stock and share lists, trade circulars and prospectuses, as well as the 
name of the traveller, the date and the locality -which he intends visiting, on traveller’s cards.

After “ engravings,” insert “ Christmas and New Year cards.”

After “requisitions,” insert “or subscriptions relative to works of the Library” (books, news
papers, engravings, &c.)

Commences “ Save the exceptions explicitly authorised by the present article, additions made 
in manuscript, &c.”

Article 19.
Articles grouped together, XX.

Nil.

Article 20.
Letter Bills, X.

(1.) Letter Bills which accompany the mails exchanged between two Administrations of the 
Union are prepared in accordance with Model C. annexed hereto. They are placed in coloured 
envelopes bearing distinctly the indications “ Feuille d’Avis,” (Letter Bill.)

(2.) The number of bags or packages composing the mail is entered in the right-hand upper 
corner of the Letter Bill relating thereto, if necessary.

Excepting arrangements to the contrary in the cases of exchanges by sea, which, although 
periodical and regular, are not daily or on fixed days, the despatching offices must number the 
Letter Bills on the left-hand upper corner in an annual series for each office of origin and for each 
office of destination, mentioning, when possible, above the number, the name of the vessel by which 
the mail is conveyed.

Sec. 1. 
France.

Sec. 4, 
Sub-sec. 1. 
Germany.

Sub-sec. 2. 
France.

Sec. 5.
Belgium and 
Switzerland.

Sec. 1.
Great Britain.

Sec. 3.

Sec. 4, 
Sub-sec. b. 
Egypt.

Sub-sec. g. 
Russia.

Sub-sec. h. 
Switzerland 
and Great 
Britain.

Sub-sec. 1.

Sub-sec. in.

Sec. 5.

Re-drafted as 
suggested by 
France.
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Sec. 1. 
France.

Sec. 2. 
France.

Sec. 1. 
Austria.

(3.) The total number of registered articles, of packages or bags containing such articles, of 
loose registered articles, and of articles for express delivery, distinguishing among the latter the 
registered articles, if any, must be entered at the head of the Letter Bill.

(4.) The registered articles are entered separately in the first column of the Letter Bill, with 
the following details :—The name of the office of origin, and the registered number of that office, 
the name of the addressee, and the place of destination.

In the column “Observations” is added the letters AR for such articles for which acknowledg
ments of delivery are required. In the same column the abbreviation “ Remb.” followed by the 
indication in figures of the amount to be collected, is added against, the entry of articles inscribed 
with trade charges. The returned acknowledgments of delivery are entered in the Table referred 
to, either separately or collectively, according as these acknowledgments may be more or less 
numerous.

(5.) When the number of registered articles despatched habitually from one office of exchange 
to another renders it desirable, special and detached lists must be used in place of Table I. of the 
Letter Bill. ■

The number of registered articles entered on these Lists, and the number of packages or bags 
enclosing such articles, must be entered on the Letter Bill.

(6.) The closed mails included in the despatches to which the Letter Bill directly relates are 
entered in Table 2, with the details that this Table requires.

(7./ Under the heading “ Recommendations d’Office” (Official Registrations) are entered the 
letters on open service, the various applications or communications from the despatching office 
having reference to the service of exchange, as well as the number of empty bags returned.

(8.) When it is considered necessary in certain cases to create other tables or headings upon 
the Letter Bill, these may be arranged by common consent between the Administrations interested.

(9.) When an office of exchange has no correspondence to forward to an office corresponding 
therewith, it must at least send in the ordinary way a mail composed solely of the Letter Bill.

(10.) When closed mails are confided by one Administration to another in order to be trans
mitted by merchant vessels, the number or weight of the letters and other articles must be indicated 
on the Letter Bill, and upon the address of the mails, when the office charged with the embarkation 
of the mails demands it. '

Article 21.
Transmission of registered Correspondence, XI.

Registered articles, acknowledgments of delivery, articles for express delivery, and if there be any, 
the special lists provided by Section 5, Article 20, are collected in one or more separate packages or 
bags, which must be suitably wrapped or enclosed and sealed in a manner to preserve their contents. 
Registered articles are made up in each package following the order of their entry. When several 
detached lists are used each of them is inserted in the package to which it relates.

The special envelope containing the letter bill is attached with string tied across and across to 
the outside of the package of registered articles. The package is then placed in the centre of the 
mail.

Article 22.
Making up Mails, XIII.

Completed by the addition of the following paragraph :—
“ Letters bearing traces of having been opened or damaged must be endorsed to that effect, and 

impressed with the date-stamp of the office which discovers the fault.”

Article 23.
Verification of Mails, XIV.

Completed by adding the' following paragraphs :—
Sec. 6. “ At the same time a duplicate of the verification certificate is sent by the receiving office to the
Switzerland. Administration to which the despatching office is subordinate.”
France. “Upon recovery of a mail, failure of which has been reported to the office of origin, or to an

intermediary office, a second verification certificate must be sent to such office advising the subsequent 
receipt of the mail.”

Section 8. The words “ to the despatching office by the first mail after verification,” have been inserted in
Great Britain. place of “ by the first mail to the despatching office a verification certificate.”

Sec. 3. 
Completed 
by new 
paragraph.

Article 24.
Mails exchanged with ships of war, XXVI.

When mails addressed to a naval division or to a man-of-war are despatched unenclosed, the 
captain of the postal packet conveying such mails holds them at the disposal of the Commander of 
the division or man-of-war to which they are addressed, in case that officer may demand delivery en 
route.

Section 7 of the Vienna Convention struck out.
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- Article 25.

Re-directed Correspondence, XXI.
With regard either to inland letters or packets of one country of the Union which enter, in 

consequence of re-direction, into the service of another country of the Union, and to letters and 
packets addressed from one country of the Union to another country of the Union which have 
adopted in their reciprocal relations a lower tariff than the ordinary Union rates, but entering, in 
consequence of re-direction, into the service of a third couhtry of the Union whose rates are the 
ordinary Union rates, or of articles exchanged for their first transit between the localities of two 
neighbouring services for which a reduced tariff exists, but re-directed to other localities of these 
countries of the Union, or to another country of the Union, the following rules are observed :—

Articles unpaid or insufficiently paid for their first transmission are impressed by the delivering 
office with the tax applicable to articles of the same nature addressed directly from the place of 
origin to the new destination.

Article 26.
Undelivered Correspondence, XXII.

If correspondence, posted in a country of the Union, and addressed to the interior service of 
that country, has for senders persons residing in another country, and which, through non-delivery, 
must be forwarded to anothar country to be returned to the senders, such articles become 
correspondence of International exchange. In such cases the re-directing office and the delivering 
office deal with the said correspondence in accordance with the stipulations of Sections 2 and 3 of 
Article 25 preceding.

Correspondence for sailors and other persons addressed to the care of the Consul and returned 
by him to the local post office as unclaimed, must be dealt with as prescribed by Section 1 for 
unclaimed correspondence in general. The sums collected from the Consul for deficient postage, 
&c., must at the same time be refunded to him by the local post office.

Article 27. ' '
Applications for ordinary articles which have failed to reach destination, XXIX.

Every Administration may demand by a notification, addressed to the International Bureau, 
that the applications which concern its service may be transmitted to its Central Administration or 
to an office specially designated by it.

Article 28. .
Applications relative to registered articles. Mew Article (Austria-Hungary). -

(1.) A form similar to the model E. annexed hereto is used for applications relative to registered 
articles. The office of origin, after having filled in the date of despatch of the article in question, 
transmits the form direct to the office of destination. -

(2.) When the office of destination is able to furnish information as to the final disposal of the 
article for which application is made, it returns the form, duly filled in with the required information, 
to the office of origin.

(3.) When the disposal of an article which has passed a decouvert through several services 
cannot be immediately proved in the service of the. country of destination, the office of destination 
transmits the form to the first intermediary office, which, after filling in the particulars of trans
mission to the service following, forwards the application to the succeeding office, and so on, until 
the final disposal of the article applied for be established. The office which has effected delivery to 
the addressee, or, on the other hand, can neither prove delivery to the addressee nor the regular 
transmission to another Administration, states the fact upon the form, and returns it to the office of 
origin.

(4.) The form F. is drawn up in French, or bears a sublineary translation in that language. 
They are despatched without certificate under closed envelope, and submitted to the formality of 
registration. Each Administration is at liberty to demand, by a notification addressed to the Inter
national Bureau, that the applications concerning its service may be sent to its Central Administra
tion, or to an office specially appointed, directly to the office of destination, or, if it be only interested 
as an intermediary office, to the office of exchange to which the article has been despatched. ’

(5.) The preceding stipulations do not apply to cases of robbery or loss of mails, &c., which 
require more extensive correspondence between the Administrations concerned.

Article 29.
Withdrawal of Correspondence and Correction of Addresses, XXX.

Recourse to the telegraph is compulsory when the sender has made use of this means of corre
spondence and the office of destination cannot be advised in time to be of service by post.

See.
Denmark.

Sub-sec. 1.

Sec. 5
New.
France.

Sec. 6,
New.
Great Britain.

Sec. S.
Austria-
Hungary

S^c. 5. 
Completed 
bj new 
paragraph. 
Belgium.
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Article 
amended to 
conform to 
Sec. 3, Article 
4, of the 
principal 
Convention.

52
Article 30.

Use of Postage Stamps presumed to be fraudulent for the prepayment of Postage, XXXI. 
' Nil.

Article 31.
Transit Charges, XXIII.

The statistics taken in the month of May, 1896, on account of transit charges will be main
tained as the basis for such accounts until the expiration of the Convention of the loth June, 1897, 
and of the present Regulations, subject to the reserves stipulated in Sections 2 and 3 following:—

(2.) In the event of the accession to the Union of a country having important relations, the 
. countries of the Union of which the situation may, as a result of this circumstance,

find themselves modified in connection with the payment of transit charges, have the 
option of claiming special statistics dealing exclusively with the country which has 
lately entered.

(3.) When an important alteration in the movement of correspondence arises, and provided 
that this alteration affects a period of at least Six months, the offices interested 
determine between them according to the new statistics the division of the transit 
charges in proportion to the part taken by the said offices in the conveyance of 
correspondence to which the charges relate.

(4.) The simple storing in a port of closed mails conveyed by a packet and intended to be 
again conveyed by another packet does not give rise to the payment of territorial 
transit charges to the profit of the Post Office storing such mails.

. Article 32.
Note.—Article 24, Vienna Convention has been divided into two parts; the present article deals with the 

preparation of Accounts, and the following Article (33) with the settlement of Accounts.
With a view to enforcing the stipulations of Sub-sections 1,2, of Section 5, Article 4, of the 

principal Convention—
(a) Each Administration of the Union transmits to the International Bureau, upon a form ’

ad hoc, that the latter will have supplied a statement of the sums to be paid or 
received, calculated upon the basis of the statistics for 1896, by each'of the corre
sponding Administrations, on account of territorial transit, excluding the extraordinary 
transit chai-ges provided by Section 4, Article 4, of the Convention, and not including 
the reductions provided by Section 5* Sub-section 1,-of the same Article 4.

(b) In case of difference between the corresponding indications of two Administrations, the
International Bureau invites them to agree, and to communicate to it the sums 
definitely fixed.

(c) If one of the corresponding Administrations has not furnished the statement within the
period determined by the International Bureau, the statement of the other 
Administration is accepted.

(d) No objections are admitted on the part of Administrations which have not furnished the
statement above required within the period determined by the International Bureau.

(e) The Internationa] Bureau designates, upon the basis of the statistics of 1896, the
countries to be exonerated from all payments on account of land transit until the 
expiration of the Washington Convention and of the present regulations; states the 
total of the sums that these countries would have to pay, and makes the proportional 
deduction from the total of gross credits of the other countries relating to this transit.
It effects, in the second place; the reduction determined, Sect. 6, Sub-sect. 1, of 
Article 4 of the Convention, and transmits the actual results to all the Administrations, 
indicating for each of them the amount of its debit or credit with regard to each of 
the other Administrations interested.

(2.) The duty of preparing the accounts for sea transit, upon the basis of Articles 4 and 17 of 
the principal Convention, and with the reductions provided by Sub-section 3 of Sect. 5 of the first 
of these Articles, devolves upon the office to which payment is due, which transmits them to the 
indebted office. The latter office returns them accepted or with its remarks with the least possible 
delay. If the accounts be not returned within a period of six months they will be settled in 
accordance with the statements of the crediting office.

Article 33.
Settlement of Transit Charges.

(1.) The annual balance, which results from balancing the reciprocal accounts between two 
offices, is made in hard cash (francs) by the indebted office to the office to which payment is due by 
means of bills drawn upon a place in the creditor country, at the option of the indebted office. The
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costs of payment, including the discount charges, when there happen to be any, are borne by the 
indebted office. . ^

The payment of transit accounts relating to a period of service must be effected with the 
least possible delay, and at the latest before the expiration of the first half-year of the following 
period. In any case, if the office which has sent the account has not received during that period 
a conected statement, the account is considered as accepted. This stipulation applies also to 
uncontested observations made by one office upon the accounts of another office.

After the expiration of six months the amounts due by one office to another are subject to 
interest at the rate of 5 per cent, per annum, dating from the expiration of the period referred to.

IS evei theless, it is reserved to offices interested to make, by common consent, other arrange
ments than those stipulated in the present article.

Article 34. '
Division of Expenses of the International Bureau, XXXII.

The Erench Colonies and Protectorates of Indo-China have been included in the 3rd class.
Major Republic of Central America, and the German Protectorates have been added to 

the oth class.
Note.—Since the Washington Congress the Administration of Japan has applied to be regarded as a country of the 1st class.

Article 35.

Communications to he addressed to the International Bureau, XXXIII.
Five complete sets of their postage stamps indicating, if necessary, the date from which the 

postage stamps of previous issues will cease to be valid.
Any moderation of taxes adopted, whether by virtue of special arrangements concluded by the 

application of Article 21 of the Convention, or in execution of Article 20 of the Convention, with 
the particulars of the circumstances under which the amended taxes are applicable. ’

Sec. 5, Vienna Regulations, struck out.

Article 30.
General Statistics, XXXIV. 

Nil.

Article 37.
Duties of the International Bureau, XXXV.

The International Bureau publishes, from information furnished as prescribed by Article 35 
preceding, an official Statement of all information of general interest concerning the execution, of 
the Convention, and ot the present Regulations in each country of the Union. Subsequent 
alteratmns are published in half-yearly supplements. JNevertheless, in case of urgency when an 
Administration expressly demands the immediate publication of a change in its service, the Inter
national-Bureau makes it the subject of a special circular. Analogous statements’concerning 
special arra,ngements of the Union may be published by the International Bureau on the request of 
the Administrations participating in such arrangements. ’

Three months inserted in lieu of Two months.

Article 38.
Central office of accounting and liquidation of Accounts between the Administrations of the

Union, XXXVI. .
. A^'er |jav.mg checked and accepted the special accounts for each nature of operations, the 

debiting Administrations transmit to the crediting Administrations an acknowledgment, made* out 
m francs and centimes, of the amount of the balance of the two special accounts, indicating the 
object of the credit and the period to which it relates. Nevertheless, so far as the exchange of 
Money Orders is concerned, the acknowledgment must be transmitted by the debiting office on the 
settlement of its own special account, and on receipt of the special account of the corresponding 
office, not awaiting the result of detailed verification. Any differences subsequently found are 
entered in the first account to intervene. Excepting contrary arrangements, the Administration 
which desires to have general accounts for its interior accounts will have to prepare them itself, and 
submit them for the acceptance of the corresponding Administrations. 9

The payment of sums due by one Administration to another on account of liquidation must be 
enected as soon as possible, at the latest fifteen days after receipt of the statement by the debiting 
Administration. . J &

Sec. 2.

Sec. 3.

Sec. 2, 
Sub-sec. 2.
Sub-sec. 4. 
New.
Denmark.

Sec. 3. 
New.

Sec. 6. 
Japan.

Sec. 2.

Sec. 7. 
Addition 
A ustria- 
Hungary
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Article 39.

Language, XXXVII
Nil.

Article 40.

Sec. 2.
New.
Russia.

Scope of the Union, XXXVIII.
In the interval which elapses between Meetings of the Administrations of countries of the 

Union which open in countries foreign to the Union, Post Offices which must he considered as 
belonging to the Union communicate the fact to the Administrations of all other countries of the 
Union through the intermediary of the International Bureau.

Sec. 2.
Australasia.
Switzerland.

Article 41.
Proposals made in the interval between Meetings, XXXIX.

“ Six ” months inserted in lieu of “ five” months.
Amendments are not permitted.
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO GUARANTEES AND SUBSIDIES.
i '••••• 4 -

The following table shows the contributions of the several colonies to the under-mentioned 
guarantees and subsidies, not including the duplicate cable subsidy of £32,400 :—

Guarantee to— Victoria. New South 
Wales. New Zealand South

Australia. Tasmania. Western
Australia. Total.

£ s. d. £ s. a. £ 8. d. £ Cl. £ s. d. £ s. d. £
CABLE COMPANY.

(Revenue guaranteed, £237,736J

First year ending 30th April, 1892............... 11.250 IS 101 0 27,520
21,778Second „ „ ' 1893............... 8569 0 0 8509 0 0 815 0 0 2408 0 0 1102 0 0 375 0 0 0 0

Third „ ’ „ 1894............... 2071 0 o 0 0
Fourth „ „ 1895*..........

om _ ° 0

(Revenue guaranteed, £227,000J

Sixth „ ~ ‘ '1897*.......... - - - —

21,890 13 4 21,735 1 i 1941 0 0 6151 4 3 2814 18 10 956 2 6 55,489 0 0

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

(Revenue guaranteed, £37,552.;

First year ending 30th April, 1892................. 4257 16 9 4227 6 7 __ 1196 7 4 547 12 0 185 17 4 10,415 0 0
Second ., 1893................. 3072 0 0 3050 0 0 162 0 0 862 0 0 395 0 0 134 0 0 7675 0 0
Third „ „ 1894............ 275 0 0 273 0 0 150 0 0 77 0 0 35 0 0 12 0 0 822 0 0
Fourth „ „ 1895...................
Fifth „ „ 1896...................

376 5 8 373 11 9 204 11 8 105 14 7 48 7 10 16 8 6 1125 0 0

Sixth „ 1897................. — — - • -

7981 2 5 7923 18 4 516 11 8 2241 1 11 1025 19 10 348 5 10 20,037 0 0

TASMANIA.

(Subsidy guaranteed, £4200.;

First year ending 30th April, 1892................. 1717 0 8 1704 14 8 __ 482 9 1 220 16 6 74 19 1 4200 0 0
Second „ „ 1893................. 1717 0 8 1704 14 8 — 482 9 1 220 16 6 74 19 1 4200 0 0
Third „ „ 1894.................. 1717 0 8 1704 14 8 — 482 9 220 16 6 74 19 1 4200 0 0
Fourth „ 1895.................. 1717 0 8 1704 14 8 — 482 9 1 .220 16 6 74 19 1 4200 0 0
Fifth „ „ 1896.................. 1717 0 8 1704 14 8 — 482 9 1 220 16 6 74 19 1 4200 0 0
Sixth „ „ 1897................. 1717 0 8 1704 14 8 — 482 9 1 220 16 6 74 19 1 4200 0 0

10,302 4 0 10,228 8 0 - 2894 14 6 1324 19 0 449 14 6 25,200 0 0

VICTORIAN GUARANTEE TO
TASMANIAN CABLE.

(Guarantee—First .£1000 and half any
additional loss in any one year.)

First year ending 31st December, 1894.... 264 9 4 262 11 C 143 15 10 74 6 3 34 0 3 11 10 11 790 14 1
Second „ „ 1895.... 4 13 10 4 13" 3 2 11 0 1 6 4 0 12 1 0 4 2 14 0 8
Third „ „ 1896.... __ __ __ __
Fourth „ „ 1897.... — — — . — - - -

269 3 2 267 4 9 146 6 10 75-12 7 34 12 4 11 15 1 804 14 9

NEW ZEALAND.

(Revenue guaranteed, £26,258.;

Four months ending 30th April, 1893.......... 734 IS 9 729 11 6 399 10 6 206 9 6 94 10 2 32 1 7 2197 0 0
First year „ „ 1894.......... 2432 5 1 2414 17 4 1322 8 5 683 8 6 312 16 4 106 3 6 7272 0 0
Second „ „ 1895.......... 2447 13 7 2430 2 10 1330 15 8 687 15 0 314 15 11 106 17 0 7318 0 0

(Revenue guaranteed, £20,000.;

Third year ending 30th April, 1896............... ' 1320 16 9 1311 7 6 718 2 7 371 2 7 169 17 5 57 13 2 3949 0 0
Fourth „ „ 1897............... 859 18 8 853 15 5 467 10 9 241 12 6 ' 110 11 11 37 10 9 2571 0 0

7795 11 8 7739 14 7 4238 7 Uf 2190 8 1 1002 11 9 * 340 6 0 23,307 0 0

Grand Totals........................... 48,238 14 7 47,894 6 9 6842 6 5 13,553 1 4 6203 1 9 2106 3 11 124,837 14 9t
* In those years there was a surplus of £976, £133,971, and £180,941, respectively. •
t In addition. New Zealand has borne alone on account of New Zealand-Sydney cable guarantee the following sums :--1898, £1098 10s.; 1894, 

£3636 ; 1895, £3659 ; 1896, £1975 ; 1897, £1285 ; altogether, £11,653 10s.; making the erand Jtotal loss by all the colonies on all the subsidies, £136,491 4s. 9d. ^

Adelaide, March 24, 1898,
C. TODD, Postmaster-General.
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INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH TRAFFIC.
TABLE 1, showing the Total Australian InternaAonal Telegraph Business for the following

Years, (January to December).

Year. Messages. Words. Receipts.

1889 ..................................... 62,909 793,917
827,278

1,110,869
1,321,412
1,401,293
1,325,241
1,948,639
2,326,984
2,122,216

£ s.
324.636 4

d.
4

1890 ..................................... 67'066 • 331,468 2 11
1891 ..................................... 79,478

88,130
91,100

285,516 3 11
1892 .................................... 261,796 14 1
1893 ..................................... 316,650 6 8
1894 ..................................... 90'383 301,507 11 7
1895 ..................................... 120,394

151,206
453,303 19 5

1896 ..................................... 562,817 18 9
1897 ..................................... 152'075 498,476 11 8

INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH TRAFFIC.

TABLE 2, showing the Traffic of the various Colonies for the following Years.

Year.
South Australia. Victoria. Tasmania.

Messages. Words. Value. Messages. Words. Value. Messages. Words. Value.

1889.......... 8122 147,804
£

39,067
48,406
39,120

21,541 291,436
£

119,680 791 7122
* £

3543
1890......... 10,429 181J01

227,787
22,149 292,850 117,652

107,431
891 7968 3709

1891......... 11'478 28,229 435,419 1301 11,433 3236
1892......... 12,857 269^720 35,939 32,517 560,309

555,039
107,908
129,438

1437 12,597 2929
1893.......... 14^925 266'400 40,185 29,816 1250 11,067 2842
1894......... 16,247 288'503 48,804 27,774 442,382 102,948 876 7816 2030
1895.......... 17'086 322,328 57,205 32,061 538,442

551,894
127,069
133,077

1066 9376 2504
1896......... ] 9^530 

20,330
307^487 62'094 35,152 1192 10,893 2961

1897.......... 306^232 59,239 34,892 508,554 121,517 1342 12,410 3300

Year.

Neh South WjlLES. New Zealand. Queensland.

Messages. Words. Val ue. Messages. Words. Value. Messages. Words. Value.

1889.......... 18,211 193,747
£

85,307 8361 . 90,722
£

48,156 4619 53,068
£

24,755
1890.......... 18'406 194,724 87,749

83,199
80,561

8673 83,871 44,212 5044 54,989 24,741
1891.......... 25^577

31,069
319,116
391,031

7077 61,256 31,792 3428 32,974 14,974
1892......... 5696 42,584 21,704 1959 16,765 7184
1893......... 28^996 380,112 92,979 11,553

11,345
145,470 37,640 1986 18,483 8044

1894......... 28^146 364,860
436,682

89,574 151,256 38,976 1787 14,314 6468
1895.......... 32J774 108,554

121,393
121,045

13,768 195,683 50,716
75,459
63,536

1765 13,089 5860
1896.......... 36,925 481,409

484,715
18,568 288,842 1897 14,135 6559

1897......... 38^522 18,001 246,365 4182 52,012 14,557

( continued.)
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INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH TRAEFIC.

TABLE 2 (continued), showing the Traffic of the various Colonies for the following Years.

(No. 2.)

Western Australia. !
!
1

Grand Total. •

Messages. Words.
1

Value. Messages. Words. Value.

£ £
1889........ ........................... 1264 10,018 4126 62,909 793,917 324,636
1890.................................... 1474 11,775 4999 67,066 827,278 331,468
1891..................................... 2388 22,881 5764 79,478 1,110,869 285,516
1892..................................... 2595 28,406 5571 88,130 1,321,412 261,796
1893..................................... 2574 24,722 5520 91,100 1,401,293 316,650
1894..................................... 4208 54,110 12,707 90,383 1,325,241 301,507
1895..................................... 21,874 433,038 101,396 120,394 1,948,639 453,303
1896.................................... 37,942 . 672,323 161,273 151,206 2,326,984 562,817
1897..................................... 34,806 511,926 115,282 152,075 2,122,216 498,476

INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH TRAFFIC.
TABLE 3, showing the Number of Words in Government, Press, and Ordinary 

Traffic for the following Years.

Year. . Government
Traffic. Press Traffic. American

Traffic. All other Traffic. Total.

1889 ................. 26,387 124,829 642,701 793,917
1890 ................. 27,008 160,051 ... 640,219 827,278
1891 ................. 33,164 194,367 55,058 828,280 1,110,869
1892 ................. 28,360 263,591 54,104 975,357 1,321,412
1893 ................. 35,264 . 210,119 45,955 1,109,955 1,401,293
1894 ................. 31,671 189,205 49,014 1,053,351 1,323,241
1895 ................. 36,901 186,748 61,404 1,663,586 1,948,639
1896 ................. 34,428 124,949 77,145 2,090,462 2,326,984
1897 ................. 45,956 135,655 87,033 1,853,572 2,122,216

South Africa business under 1500 words monthly.
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TABLE 4, showing the effect of the Reduced Cable Rates on the International Traffic of the 

. various Colonies.
Traffio forwarded and receivrd.

Year.

I New South Wales.
Victoria. New Zealand. Queensland.

Messages. Words. Value. Messages. Words. Value. Messages. Words. Value. Messages. Words. Value.

£ £ £ £
At Old Rates—

1889 ............ 18,211 193,747 85,307 21,541 291,436 119,680 8361 90,722 48,157 4619 53,068 25,755
1890 ............ 18,406 194,724 87,749 22,149 292,850 117,652 8673 83,871 44,212 5044 54,989 24,741

*At New Rates- 
bo_ ( 1892... 29,104 370,633 76,595 31,891 538,440 103,364 5925 46,672 24,024 2513 20,407 8820=5 2 te- 30,016 381,944 83,854 30,907 520,916 108,491 7588 75,850 26,472 1980 17,730 7542
a co ) 1894... 28,269 372,840 91,473 29,209 540,284 126,454 11,631 149,668 38,650 1889 17,155 7665
”■2 Y 1895... 28,994 381,084 93,785 28,696 458,277 106,228 11,608 154,948 40,155 1786 13,492 0109
25- / 1896... 34,393 453,189 113,131 32,641 540,885 129,282 14,949 221,714 57,377 1806 13,113 5882

( 1897... 37,743 500,545 125,934 35,818 553,293 133,176 19,223 294,246 76,769 1989 15,211 7041

South Australia. Tasmania. Western Australia. Grand Total.

Year.
Messages. Words. Value. Messages. Words. Value. Messages. Words. Value. Messages. Words. Value.

£ £ £ £
A.t Old Rates—

1889.............. 8122 147,804 39,067 791 7122 3543 1264 10,018
11,775

4126 62,909 793,917 324,6361890............... 10,429 181,101 48,406 891 7968 3709 1474 4999 67,066 827,278 331,468it New Rates—
{ 1892... 12,021 255,138 34,695 1569 14,418 3344 2751 29,483 5791 85,574 1,275,191 256,63311 1893... 13,741 270,571 37,545 1335 11,498 2729 2502 24,827 5136 88,669 1,303,336 271,770J 1894... 15,162 267,863 41,060 llll 9843 2567 2500 23,747 5354 89,771 1,381,400 313,222^ 1895... 16,690 308,886 52,737 954 8501 2233 8008 134,256 31,306 96,736 1,459,446 332,554

2 5- / 1896... 16,909 300,175 56,609 1051 8939 2408 29,482 572,902 133,954 131,231 2,110,917 498,643>< ( 1897... 20,256 313;sn 62,928 1321 12,581 3413 40,002 660,714 158,592 156,352 2,349,901 567,852

* The reduced rates came into operation on May 1,1891, and was raised from 4s. to 4s. M, on January 1, 1893.

CABLE GUARANTEE FUND. ‘
The following- Table shows separately the Revenue accruing to Guarantee Account with 

Eastern Extension Telegraph Company from International Telegrams, and the amount required 
to supplement Receipts up to the Guarantee Revenue (viz., £237,736, or from 1st May, 1895, 
£227,000):— . ^

Year.
Actual Revenue 

from International 
Telegrams.

Amount paid by 
Contributing Colo
nies to supplement 

Receipts.

Balance: viz., Loss 
borne by Cable Co. Total Receipts

1891-2 .................
£ £ £ £

182,696 27,520 27,520 237,736
1892-3 ................. 194,180 21,778 21,778 237,736
1893-4 ................. 225,354 6191 6191 237,7361894-5 ................ 238,712 Nil. Nil. 238,712
1895-6 ................. 360,971 Nil. Nil. 360,971
1896-7 ................. 407,941 Nil. Nil. 407,941

TABLE showing Contribution of each Colong to Cable Guarantee.

1891-2.
•

1892-3. 1893-4.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.South Australia..................... 3161 4 3 2407 19 9 581 16 8Victoria ................................ 11,250 13 4 8569 19 0 2070 14 6Tasmania ......................... 1446 18 10 1102 3 6 266 6 4New South Wales................. 11,170 1 1 8508 10 11 2055 17-10New Zealand......................... 815 4 9 1125 16 9
Western Australia................. 491 2 6 374 2 1 90 7 11

Total........................... 27,520 0 0 21,778 0 0 6191 0 0
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GUARANTEE.
The following Table shows the actual Revenue of South Australia from International 

Telegrams, and the amount required to supplement Receipts up to guaranteed Revenue ; viz., 
£37,552 *— .

Year.
Actual Revenue 

from International 
Telegrams,

Amounts paid by 
contributing Colonies, 

to supplement Receipts.
Total Receipts.

£ £ £
1891-2 ........................................ 27,137 10,415 37,552
1892-3 ........................................ 29,877 7675 37,552
1893- 4 .........................:............. 36,730 822 37,552
1894-5 ........................................ 36,427 1125 . ' 37,552
1895-6 ........................................ 43,807 Nil. 43,807
1896-7 ........................................ 48,471 Nil. 48,471

TABLE shelving Contribution! of each Colony to Guarantee.

1891-2. 1892-3!. 1893-4b. 1894-5. 1895-6. 1896-7.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ S. d. £ £
South Australia................ 1196 7 4 863 1 5 77 5 0 105 14 6 -j
Victoria.............................. 4257 16 9 3071 13 3 .274 18 9 376 5 8
Tasmania........................... 547 12 0 395 0 11 35 7 2 48 7 10

Nil.New South Wales ........... 4227 6 7 3049 13 0 272 19 4 373 11 9 > Nil.

New Zealand.................... 161 9 8 149 9 8 204 11 8
Western Australia ........... 185 17 4 134 1 9 12 0 1 16 8 7 J

Total......................£ 10,415 0 0 7675 0 0 822 0 0 1125 0 0 ... ...

General Post Office, Adelaide, 
24i/i March, 1898.

C. TODD, Postmaster-General 8f Supt. of Telegraphs, S.A,
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STATISTICAL RETURN, NEW SOUTH WALES, 1897.
Number of Telegraph Stations (including Public Telephone Offices)............................ 800
Miles of Line-wire.......................................................................................................... 33,072
Miles of Line..........................................................................................  ................... . 12,745
Total cost of construction to 31st December, 1897.......................................................... .£920,036

Inland and Intercolonial.
Number of Messages received and transmitted .............................................................. 2,133,298
Revenue (including £17,521 14s. fid. value of O.H.M.S. business) ............................  £142,774 6s. Id.

International.
Messages transmitted—

Number .................................................................................................................. 25,199
Value (including O.H.M.S. business £1101 19s. 8d.)........................................... £71,705 0s. 4d.

Messages received—
Number .................................................................................................................. 17,494
Value ...................................................................................................................... £52,565 Us. fid.

Net Revenue to New South Wales.................................................................................  £5645 10s. 5d.

Telephones.
Number ...................................................................................................   6726
Amount of Revenue received in 1897.......................................................... ,.................. £39,613

Postal and Electric Telegraph Department,
General Post Office, Sydney, Toth March, 1898.
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VICTORIA.
On 31st December, 1897—

Total Mileage, Telegraph Lines............................................... 3823
Wires .............. ........... ...... ........ 9378

Total Number Staff Post and Telegraph Offices.................... 209 1
„ Contract „   184 i 791
„ Railway „   398 J

Nett Telegraphic Revenue, 1896-7........................................... £101,605 6s. lOd.

J. GAVAN DUFFY, Postmaster-General.
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SOUTH AUSTEALIA.

Post Office— .
Number of Post Offices ...................................... .......... ................... 681
Number of Letters and Postcards ...................................................... *18,804,962
Number of Packets ........................... ................................................. *1,973,862
Number of Newspapers ........... ......................................................... *9,488,965
Number of Parcels (per Parcel Post)................................................... *48,752
Revenue paid into Treasury (including “ Recoups,” &c., as shown 

below)............................................................................................... .£125,114
Money Order—

Number of Offices................................................................................ 190
Number of Orders issued..................................................................... 80,503
Amount of ditto.................................................................................... .£234,187
Number of Orders paid........................................................................ 92,809
Amount of ditto.................................................  ,£343,479
Number of Postal Notes issued ......................................................... 252,346
Amount of ditto.................................................................................... ,£85,501
Number of Postal Notes paid ..........................................................  251,558
Amount of ditto.................................................................................... .£85,741
Revenue paid into Treasury.................................................................. £5917

Telegraph—
Number of Offices................................................................................ 264
Length of Telegraph Lines (miles)...................................................... 5525

Ditto Wires (miles) ..................................................................... 11,526
Length of Telephone Lines (miles)....................................................... 337

. Ditto Wires (miles) ..................................................................... 2921
Total length of Telegraph and Telephone Lines (miles) ..................... 5862

Ditto Wires (miles) ....................................................................... 14,447
Number of Telegrams (Colonial and Intercolonial) ............................. 1,111,283
South Australian charges on ditto ...................................................... £51,(588
Number of International Telegrams ................................................... 118,186
Gross value of ditto................................. ............................................ ^498,477
South Australian charges on ditto ...................................................... £45,001
Total number of Telegrams ............................  ................................... 1,229,469

Revenue paid into Treasury—
On Telegraph Account (including Recoups,” &c., as shown below) ... ,£110,748
On Telephone Account ........................................................... *............ .£15,916

Recoups and Sales of Government property—
Post Office ............................................................................................ .£2035
Telegraph..................................................................   £947

Total Revenue (including “ Recoups, &c.) ............................................... £257,695
Total Expenditure (including cable subsidies and guarantees) ................... a£202,903

* Approximate.
a “ Total Expenditure ” :—

Includes amounts paid on account of—
Cable subsidies, &c.............................................. 5294 14 7
Observatory .......................................................... 915 14 8

£6210 9 3

General Post Office, Adelaide, 
18tA March, 1898.

C. TODD, Postmaster-General and Superintendent 
of Telegraphs.

QUEENSLAND TELEGRAPH SERVICE, 1897.
N umber of Telegraph Stations ..................................................................................
Miles of Line........................... ..................................................................................
Miles of Wire..............................................................................................................
Number of Messages transmitted and received (including International) .................
Value of ordinary Messages transmitted (excluding O.H.M.S.)................................
Revenue paid to Treasury (including £5264 5s. 5d. on account of Telephones) ......
Cost of construction to date (including Buildings)......................................................

365 
10,026 
18,031 

1,141,716 
£76.795 10.s. lie?. 
£76,986 Is. 10t/. 

£860,080 15s. He?.

JOHN McDONNELL, Under Secretary and Superintendent 
of Telegraphs, Queensland.
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TASMANIA, 1897.
Number of Telegraph Stations (including Public Telephone and Railway Offices')
Miles of Line wire ............................................................................. '
Miles of Line........................................................................... .........................
Total cost of construction to 31st December, 1897 . ........................

Inland and Intercolonial.
Approximately—

Number of Messages transmitted (including about 43,421 O.P.S.O. Messages).. 
Revenue (including 24442 approx, value of O.P.S.O. business), gross 233,722, net

226
2446|
1484

270,751

342,633
219,909

International.
Messages transmitted—Number.......................................................................... 703
,, . , „ Value............................................................................ ! 21860
Messages received—Number.............................................................................. 347

m Value...........................................................................'. 23327
JNet Revenue to Tasmania.............................................................. 4?03

Telephones.
dumber...... :..... .................................................................................................. 810
Amount received in 1897 for Telephones.............................................................. 23526 Is.

Post and Telegraph Department, 
Hobart,

1st April, 1898.
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REPORT BY PERMANENT HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS.

Postal Conference, Hobart, 30th March, 1898.

In pursuance of the instructions of the Honourable the Delegates assembled in Conference, we 
have carefully considered the questions remitted to us, and have to report as follows :—

Nos. 3 and 4.—“Adoption of uniform Letter Bills, and furnishing Statistics of Inter
colonial Correspondence.”—“ Adoption of uniform Letter Bills for Mails 
exchanged between (a) the Principal Offices of the Australasian Colonies, and 
(J) Border Post Offices.”

Recommended, That the Letter Bills as prepared by New South Wales, at the request of 
previous Conferences, be adopted, and that, during the months of May and November in each 
year, the number of letters, packets, and newspapers contained in mails be stated on Letter 
Bills for statistical purposes.

No. 5.—“ Australian Mails Way-Bill.” 
No report. Can be dealt with departmentally.

No. 6.—“Reply Postage Stamp—(a) Merridew’s Scheme; (b) Maury’s Scheme.”
_ It would be impossible to introduce the universal use of the Reply Postage Stamp without 
interfering more or less with the postal revenue of the countries concerned, and we therefore 
cannot advise adoption of either scheme.

No. 7.—“The use of the ‘Paid-at’ Stamp on Correspondence on which postage has been
paid in cash. ”

Recommended, That cash payment be accepted for all classes of mail matter over the value of 
£l, posted at one and the same time, but that the “ Paid Stamp ” shall indicate the postage paid 
for each article. The Offices authorised to accept cash payment to be determined by each 
respective Administration.

No. 8.—“ Inland Postage Rates, Local Delivery.”
No report. The Postmaster-General, South Australia, saggests that where Id. postage is 

introduced it should be restricted to letters posted in a town for delivery in the same town. 
This system already obtains in Queensland and Tasmania.

Nos. 9 and 10.—“Rates of Postage levied, by Fiji on Patterns and Samples and on 
Newspapers ”—“ Re Berne Bureau questioning the rates charged by the Australasian 
Colonies on International {a) Patterns, and Samples, and (b) Newspapers.”

As our rates of postage on patterns and samples and newspapers are in strict conformity 
with Article 5 of the Vienna Convention, and Fiji is' charging similar rates, the objections raised 
by Berne to the rates of Fiji are not supported, by the Convention/ Should the Berne conten
tion be upheld it would involve the rates in all the Colonies being raised, in the case of packets, 
from Id. to 1-jd. for two ounces.

No. 11.—“ Samples of Glass, &c.-—vide London Letter, dated 21st January, 1898.”
Hitherto it has been the practice of the Australasian Colonies to permit “ Queen bees, and 

live but harmless entomological specimens,” as well as glassware—provided such articles be 
properly and securely packed—to be transmitted by sample post within the Colonies and to any 
other country or colony where allowed by the local regulations ; but the Colonies have refused 
to transmit by sample post packets of liquids, oils, fatty substances, dry powders (whether
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dyes or not). However, from the 1st January, 1899, the transmission of the whole of the 
above-mentioned articles by sample post will be obligatory between union countries under the 
Washington Congress.

The London Office has now written to say that the Postmaster-General is willing to allow 
samples of glass, liquids, greases, and colouring powders (but apparently not live bees) to pass 
in the mails exchanged between the Australian Colonies and the United Kingdom after the 1st 
March, 1898, the date from which they will be allowed to pass in the inland postal service of the 
United Kingdom, and that Office desires to be informed whether the Colonies will agree to such 
exchange.

The transmission of the articles mentioned will be governed by the provisions of the Postal 
Union Regulations, and the limits of size and weight will be those already applicable to samples 
exchanged between the Australian Colonies and the United Kingdom—viz., 2 feet in length by 
1 foot in width and depth, and 1 lb. in weight. *

As the transmission of the articles referred to by sample post will be compulsory from the 
1st January, 1899, there would not seem to be any objection to the exchange with the United 
Kingdom taking place from the 1st July next.

No. 12.—“ The Postage to be charged on obliterated stamps and spent letters.”
Recommended, That obliterated stamps and spent letters be sent at Commercial Paper Rates 

within the Colonies, subject to usual packet Regulations, but this cannot be done internationally, as 
the Rules of the Universal Postal Union Convention require letter rate to be paid.

No. 13.—“Bankers’ Parcels : need for strictly enforcing Regulations relating thereto.”
We advise that intercolonially the following existing Regulation be in future strictly 

adhered to : —
Bankers’ packets (i.e., packets sent from one bank to another), containing bank-notes, 

cheques, cheque-books, drafts or orders, provided they are enclosed in covers with 
the ends sufficiently open to admit of postal officials seeing that they contain nothing 
in the nature of a letter. Though not compulsory, it is strongly recommended that 
bank-notes should be registered. They must be registered if addressed to another 
Australian Colony, and cannot be forwarded at packet rates to the United Kingdom, 
West Australia, New Zealand, or any other country.

Bank passbooks may be sent from or to any bank at packet rates, provided they are 
enclosed in covers with the ends sufficiently open to admit of postal officials seeing that 
“ passbooks ” only are being transmitted. Every such packet must be endorsed 
“ Passbook only.”

No. 14.—“The Intercolonial Packet Post to be limited to articles of no commercial or
saleable value.”

W e consider that the present Regulations which admit of small packets of merchandise not 
exceeding 1 pound in weight being exchanged with all Colonies except Queensland, at packet 
rate of 1 J. per 2 ounces should be adhered to, and, if possible, be extended to Queensland ; that 
Colony however objects to merchandise being sent by packet post.

No. 15.—“Practice of taxing ‘officially’ or ‘compulsorily’ registered International 
correspondence supposed to contain money or other' valuable enclosure.”

The Postal Laws of the Colonies provide for compulsory registration of letters containing 
valuable enclosures. Under the Universal Postal Union, however, it is not permissible to send 
coin, bullion, &c., and the principle of compulsory or official registration is not recognised under 
the Convention. The practice of compulsorily registering letters to Great Britain containing 
coin or bank notes has, however, been in operation for some time past in most of the Colonies, 
and, until recently, accepted by the London Post Office. We consider that, in the case of letters 
containing valuable enclosures posted in the ordinary way, it is more desirable in every respect to 
send them on charged with registration fee than to send them forward unregistered. We advise 
that the London Office be communicated with, and invited to accept such correspondence in future 
as they have done in the past, and collect the registration fee on delivery. .

No. 16.—“Proposed Amendment of Article 12 of the Australasian Postal Convention 
so far as it relates to Travellers’ Cards or Circulars.”

Under Article 12 of the Australasian Postal Convention appears the following paragraph :—
“ Cards, Travellers’ Cards, or Circulars may be sent at Packet rates, and, if necessary, may 

include a catalogue or list of prices-. They may also bear the date and name of the traveller.”
We recommend that the following words be added—“the date of sending and the date of. 

intended visit of the traveller, also the time of departure of train or steamer, and name of latter 
by which the goods are forwarded.”

64
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No. 17.—“Permission to Commercial Travellers to post letters on trains without affixing

Late fee,” °
We consider this matter should be left to each Administration to act for itself. It is in 

operation in Victoria and New South Wales, whilst in Tasmania no Late fees are charged.

No. 18.—“ Grocers’ Price Lists, Postage on.”
Two articles were submitted by South Australia with a view to obtaining an opinion 

generally as to whether those and publications of a like character should be considered as news
papers. We are of opinion that one of the articles is inadmissible as a newspaper, but only for 
the reason that it is not fully dated as the Regulations require, and that the second one is entitled 
to pass as a newspaper.

No. 19.—“Proxy Forms or Notices : Postage on.”
We consider that these may pass at Packet rate of postage.

No. 20.—“ Circulars’ Postage.”
No report. .

No. 22.—“ Proposal to prohibit the enclosure of articles of a monetary denomination in
parcels and packets.”

We think it most undesirable that Postal Notes, Money Orders, and Cheques should be 
transmitted through the post as packets, or enclosed in packets or parcels, but should be sent 
separately at the Letter rate of postage. (This of course does not apply to the special con
cessions in regard to Bankers’ parcels.)

No. 23.—“Rates levied by the respective Australasian Colonies on ‘ Loose Ship Letters.’”
Recommended, That in the case of loose letters received in one Colony from another by sea, 

a late fee of 2d. each be levied on delivery in addition to the ordinary postage paid upon them, 
and double the deficiency where the ordinary postage is insufficiently prepaid.

No. 25.—“Transmission of Promissory Notes, Circulars, and other printed matter with
Accounts.”

We consider that Promissory Notes signed or unsigned, Circulars, and other printed matter 
are entitled to be enclosed with Accounts and Packet rates levied on the whole packet.

1 No. 26.—■“ Printed communications, as footnotes on Invoices, Accounts, &c.”
We recommend the adoption of the following amended Regulations dealing with Accounts 

and Invoices :—“ Accounts and Invoices, receipted or unreceipted, the remark, “ With thanks” 
will be allowed, but either printed or written communications in the nature of a letter or of the 
character of actual or personal correspondence, by code or otherwise, are chargeable as letters. 
Invoices may be receipted, and may advise when or how the goods are forwarded, but may contain 
no other written matter, nor anything in the nature of actual or personal correspondence by code 
or otherwise. They may, however, bear the following trade notices, whether printed or impressed 
with a rubber or other stamp :—“ All empties returned must be advised “ When remitting, 
please return the statement to be receipted “Terms, cash in advance “Terms, 2^ per cent, 
discount for cash “ This settles your account up to date “ Cheque will oblige.” Anything, 
however, of a general character printed in ordinary type may be enclosed with accounts, provided 
it is not of the nature of a personal correspondence.” ‘

No. 27.—“Redirection Charges.”
We report that all the Colonies, with the exception of Queensland, make no charge for 

redirection fee. Queensland, under Section 15, Post Office Act, 1891, charges a redirection fee, 
but this fee is not collected by the other Colonies.

N o. 30.—“ Applications re embossing combined sheet of note-paper and envelope.”
In the opinion of this Committee there is no objection to applications being granted with 

regard to impressing stamps on the combined sheet of note-paper and envelope, on the following 
conditions :— ■.

1. Not fewer than 500 envelopes of any one size to be received at any time.
2. Coloured envelopes not to be received for stamping.
3. Envelopes which are too thin to bear the impression of the die not to be received. ;
4. Envelopes, provided by the Post Office Department with the proper stamp thereon

to be substituted for any which may be spoiled in the operation of stamping.
5. A charge of 2s. per 1000 to be made for stamping.
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The present practice in the different Colonies is as follows :—No charge is made in New 

South Wales and Tasmania, 35. per 1000 is charged in Queensland, 25. in Victoria; South 
Australia not undertaking the duty at all.

No. 31.—“Counterfeit Postage Stamps—Compliance with Article No. 18, Vienna Convention.”
tinder Article 18 of the Vienna Convention the contracting countries undertake to adopt 

or to propose to their respective Legislatures the necessary measures for punishing the fraudulent 
manufacture or use of counterfeit stamps, and we think that it is desirable that the necessary 
legislation to enable the Colonies to give effect to this Article be obtained as early as possible 
by those Colonies which do not already possess it. . .

No. 33.—“Postage on certain class of publications.”
A publication was submitted by South Australia with a view to conferring as to whether 

publications of that class should be treated as packets or books. We are of opinion that, not 
being published in book form, they should be charged at Packet rate of postage.

No. 35.—“Postal Guides, uniformity.”
We advise that the question be taken up later on if time permits.

No. 36.—“Territorial transit rates charged by one Australian Colony to another 
such Colony, proposed reduction.”

As the Postmaster-General South Australia has assured this Committee that the present 
payment on the homeward mails and the payment by Great Britain to South Australia on the 
outward mails only about covers actual expenses, taking, of course, into account the landing 
and embarking of mails at Largs Bay, we do not advise that any reduction be made 
in these rates at present. In connection with this matter, we desire to call attention to the 
fact that in the new contracts with the P. & O. and Orient Companies, the contractors are 
required to land and embark the mails at all ports, including Largs Bay; but in the interests 
of the Colonies it is our opinion that the Adelaide Post Office should still undertake the service 
of landing and embarking the mails at Largs Bay, as the incoming mails occasionally arrive at 
such a time as to render it necessary for using the greatest possible expedition in landing the 
mails, in order that they may reach Adelaide in time for Melbourne express leaving at 4*30.

No. 37.—“ Accelerating of train service with English mails from Brisbane.”
It is admitted that the present railway arrangements are extremely inconvenient to Queens

land in regard to the connection of the English mails at Sydney. If any arrangement could be 
made by which the Commissioners of these two Colonies could arrange for a train to leave 
Brisbane about 1-30 p.m. on Monday to arrive at Sydney at 5 P.M. next day, this would enable 
the Queensland public to post up to noon on Monday, instead of the business people having 
practically to close their correspondence on Saturday evening.

No. 37a.—“ Question of special trains in event of mail steamers reaching Largs Bay on
Saturdays and Sundays.”

As bearing upon the English Mail Train Service, and considering the likelihood under the 
present contract of the steamers frequently reaching Largs Bay on Saturday and Sunday, we 
have considered the question of making some provision for forwarding these mails on to their 
destination by special trains, and thus avoiding the great delay which would be otherwise unavoid
able. A Memorandum showing possibilities in regard to special trains is appended, and we 
recommend that the questions therein set forth be remitted for the favourable consideration of the 
Colonies concerned.

No. 38.—“ Australasian Postal Convention.”
We advise that this question be taken up lateiqon if time permits.

No. 40.—“ Proposed arrangement for enabling senders of parcels for despatch per Parcels Post to 
places abroad, to defray all Customs and other charges arising upon such parcels.”

The proposed arrangement is explained in the subjoined letter from the London Post Office, 
12 March, 1897 :—

“ I am directed by the Postmaster-General to enquire whether your office would be disposed to take 
part in an arrangement, which is under consideration here, for enabling the senders of parcels sent abroad 
by Parcel Post to defray all the charges arising upon them, that is to say, not merely the postage, but also 
the Customs and other charges, which have now to be paid by the addressees on delivery. Such an 
arrangement is in operation in connectioh with the Parcel Post between several of the countries of the 
Postal Union, and is said to work well. The procedure is as follows :—
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“ A person wishing to relieve his correspondent of all charge in respect of a parcel, endorses it ‘ to be 

delivered free of all charge,’ signs a declaration that he will pay the amount due as soon as it is ascer
tained, and, if required, pays a deposit. A form, similar to the one annexed, is then made out and 
accompanies the parcel to the office of exchange of the country of destination, where the parcel is 
examined, and the charges are assessed. The amount is entered on the form, and claimed on a parcel bill, 
to which the form is attached as a voucher. The form is then sent back to the office of posting, where a 
settlement is come to with the sender. The parcel is, of course, delivered free.

“In this country it is proposed to charge for the facility a fee of Qd. per parcel.
“ If your office, with the consent of the Government, is of opinion that the proposed arrangement 

might with advantage be adopted, you will no doubt.be good enough to inform me to that effect. A date 
can then subsequently be fixed by mutual consent for bringing it into operation.” -

We recommend that the suggestion of London should he approved, provided that the fee, 
in addition to the postage, instead of being 6o'., be l.s., to be equally divided between the United 
Kingdom and the Colony interested.

No. 41.—“ Customs Declarations on Parcel Post Packages.”
We recommend that the Kegulation of the London Post Office, as under, with reference to 

valuation of Parcel Post Packets be adopted, viz. :—
Customs Declaration and Despatch Note.

“Parcels are subject to Customs Regulations, and the sender pf each parcel is required to make, for 
Customs purposes, upon a special form or forms, which can be obtained at any Post Office, an accurate 
statement of the nature and value of the contents and other particulars. Undervaluing the contents, or 
failure to describe them fully, may result in seizure of the parcels. The net weight or quantity of the 
various articles contained in a parcel should, if possible, be stated, and any other particulars which would 
facilitate the assessment of Customs Duty—such as, in the case of clothing, the material of which it is 
composed, and whether it is new or has been worn. In the case of articles returned to the country where 
they originated the fact should be stated.”

No. 42.—“ Proposed ‘Express Delivery ’ of Parcels and Postal Packets exchanged between 
the United Kingdom and the Australasian Colonies.”

By circular letter dated the 20th April, 1897, the London Office wrote to the respective 
Australasian Postal Administrations, bringing under notice the system of delivering ordinary 
postal packets by express messenger, stating that the system had worked well in the United 
Kingdom, and was about to be extended to international parcels.
, The London Office suggests that, if the Colonies are now able to undertake express delivery, 
it should apply to parcels as well as to other postal packets, but, if the Colonies be still unable to 
arrange for the delivery by special messenger of postal packets received from.places abroad, they 
may desire to give senders in the Colonies the opportunity of securing the express delivery of 
correspondence forwarded by them to the United Kingdom. If so, the London Office is 
prepared to deliver specially all ordinary postal packets as well as parcels marked “express,” 
received in the mails from the Colonies. The express fee on ordinary postal packets, at the rate 
of 3d. per mile, cannot be prepaid, but will be collected on delivery, while, in the case of parcels 
for “ express ” delivery, a special fee of 5d. each parcel should be collected from the sender, and 
credited to the Imperial Post Office on the parcel bill.

We consider that the requisite facilities for the establishment of the system do not exist 
heie ; there is no demand for its establishment; there are objections to its jiartial introduction 
(i.e., that it should apply only to parcels/rcro Australia) ; the express fees chargeable even under 
the favourable circumstances of a large traffic would not be remunerative ; and the proposal that 
the Colonies should undertake the collection of fees on behalf of the United Kingdom, and 
undertake the task of specially treating all such parcels without any remuneration, is considered 
inequitable.

Under the circumstances we think it undesirable that the proposal should be acceded to.

No. 43.—“ France—Parcel Post Convention.”
W e recommend that, although Queensland is not at present prepared to join the Parcel Post Con

vention with France, except on certain conditions, the remaining colonies adopt it as soon as 
possible.

No. 44.—“ Establishment of direct exchange of Parcels between the Australian Colonies 
and Cape Colony, and other South African States and Colonies.”

. W® have carefully revised the Draft Parcel Post Convention, and append the same, as altered, Appendix B. 
which we advise be.forwarded to Cape Colony for approval. It is recommended that Tasmania be 
requested to act as Intermediary in forwarding or distributing parcels passing through its office to- 
and from the Cape without charging territorial or extra sea transit rates, the Australian Colonies 
being regarded as out-territory for parcel post purposes.
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No. 45.— “ Revision of Parcel Post Rates to India and the East, Ceylon to act as

intermediary.”
No report.

No. 46.—“ Proposed introduction of System of Insurance on Postal Parcels.”
We recommend that the system of insurance on parcels he agreed to inland, intercolonially, 

and with the United Kingdom, and that the following he the rates charged :—

Not exceeding £10. Each additional £10 
to £05. Maximum Charge.

Inland............................... Ad. 2d. Is.
Intercolonial ................... 5d. 2\d. Is. id.
United Kingdom ............ Qd. id. Is. Qd.

But we advise that the credit to he allowed by the despatching office be the same in both 
directions, that is, Great Britain to credit the Colonies on the “outward” parcels with an equal 
amount to that credited by the Colonies on the “homeward” parcels, and the same principle 
should apply intercolonially. Queensland and Tasmania consent to this, so far as absolute loss 
is concerned, but not to insurance against damage. .

No. 47.—“ Articles having a saleable value received by Packet Post to be 
transferred to Inland Parcel Post.”

No report on this matter. It applies to Queensland only.

Nos. 48 and 49.— “ Adjustment of Postage on Intercolonial Parcels posted out of course 
and received in the Colony of destination by other than Parcel Post.”—“ Mode 
of charging and accounting for irregularly-posted Parcels.”

In the case of parcels sent out of course (i.e., articles despatched from one colony as 
packets, &c. but regarded in the colony of destination as parcels), we advise that double the 
amount of deficiency at parcel rate be collected on delivery.

Nos. 50 and 51.—“Discontinuance of Registration of Parcels in New South Wales.”—
“ Intercolonial Charges for Certificates of posting of Parcels.”

We recommend that certificates of posting of parcels be given at a charge of id., the one 
certificate to include as many parcels as the sender may choose to enter upon the list, and for an 
additional 2\d. for each parcel an acknowledgment of receipt by addressee will be obtained and 
forwarded to the sender by post.

No. 52.—“Apportionment of Intercolonial Parcel Postage equally between the 
Colony of origin and Colony of delivery.”

We recommend that the present division of postage on parcels posted intercolonially be 
maintained—despatching Colony 5d. ; receiving Colony id. : Queensland dissenting.

Nos. 53 and 54.—■“ Claim of London Office to be credited with Id. per lb. for sea transit 
from Australia to England on parcels sent to Foreign Countries via the United 
Kingdom.”—“Apportionment of postage on parcels exchanged with Foreign 
Countries through the intermediary of the United Kingdom.”

In 1896, at the suggestion of the London Office, it was agreed that the postage on parcels 
exchanged between the United Kingdom and the Australian Colonies should be reduced from 
Is. Qd. for the first 2 pounds or fraction, and 9d. for each additional pound, to Is. for the first 
pound or fraction, and Qd. for each additional pound.

The proposal for such reduction of postage was first made in 1894, but the apportionment of 
postage then suggested by the London Office was considered to be unfair to the Colonies, and it 
was not until after the exchange of considerable correspondence on the subject between the 
London and Colonial Offices that the former office agreed in 1896 that the postage should 
be apportioned as under on parcels forwarded in both directions ; viz. :—

Colonial share—First pound, 7c/.; each additional pound, id.
■ Imperial „ „ „ 5d.; „ „ „ id.

(Note.—Owing to the heavy expense incurred by the Colonies in initiating the Parcel Post System in 1886, the London 
Office agreed to allow them the larger share of the postage, and the Colonial share is still 2d. more on each parcel than that 
received by the United Kingdom.) %
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Subsequently to the above-mentioned division of postage being agreed upon, the London 
Office, in a circular letter dated the 30th December, 1896, suggested that the Australian Colonies 
should accept the same credit on parcels sent from Foreign Countries to Australia via England 
as on those sent direct from the United Kingdom to Australia, viz., Id. for the first pound, and 
3d. for each additional pound, in lien of the credits then received, viz., 9d. up to two pounds, 
2s. 3d. between two pounds and seven pounds, 3.s. Qd. between seven pounds and eleven pounds. 
This suggestion, although entailing a loss on the Colonies, was adopted for the sake of uniformity.

On the 18th June, 1897, the London Post Office wrote to the Adelaide- Office intimating 
that it would be necessary for the Australian Post Offices to credit the Imperial Post Office 
with Id. per pound rate (for sea postage from Australia to London), in addition to the onward 
postage from England, on all parcels which they might send to other countries via the United 
Kingdom, after the 31st July, 1897. In a reply, forwarded from New South Wales to London 
(dated 14th September, 1897), attention was drawn to the particulars stated above, and that office 
was reminded that at the present time no special payment is made to the Orient and P. 8f O. 
Companies for the sea transit of parcels (those Companies having since the 1st February, 1896, 
abandoned the special charges made up to that date for such transit) ; and it was pointed out that 
subsidies now allowed cover payment for the conveyance of all mail-matter (including parcels), and 
the Australian Colonies, as joint parties with the United Kingdom to the contracts with the 
•Companies named, are entitled to the full benefit of the altered arrangement. It was therefore 
intimated that, under the circumstances, it was thought that the demand made was unreasonable, 
and that the London Office was not justified in making a special levy on the Australian Colonies 
with respect to the sea conveyance of parcels any more than it would be in acting similarly with 
regard to ordinary correspondence (letters, &c.) ; and it was added, in conclusion, that as the 
Colonies had reduced the postages on parcels to and via the United Kingdom, on the under
standing that they were to receive certain credits, it would now be necessary, in order to comply 
with the request made, either to submit to a loss of revenue, or to increase the postage rates on 
the parcels. Victoria and South Australia also objected to compliance with the request made.

The London Office, under date the 5th November, 1897, replied, expressing regret that the 
proposal of that office was considered by Australia to be unreasonable, and asking for a re-con
sideration of the matter. '

It is thought that the particulars furnished the-London Office sufficiently demonstrated the 
unreasonableness of the request made by that office. The discussion on the subject seems to have 
arisen because of an apparent misapprehension on the part of the London Office, which appears to 
think that some particular portion of the Colonial share of postage on parcels exchanged with the 
United Kingdom is allocated for the sea service ; but such is not the case, and it must be obvious 
that (the Orient and P. and O. Companies having two years since abandoned their special charges 
for the sea transit of parcels) there is no need to allocate any portion of the postage receipts to 
cover charges which no longer exist.

The London Office has not made, nor is it entitled to make, any claim for the sea transit of 
parcels sent from the Colonies addressed, to the United Kingdom, and, as the arrangement made is 
that the Colonies are to receive the same share of postage on parcels exchanged with foreign 
countries via the United Kingdom as on parcels exchanged direct with the United Kingdom, 
and in view of the other strong reasons herein given, it seems sufficiently clear that the London 
Office has no good claim to the credit asked for ; and it is still thought that the request made should 
not be acceded to.

To sum up the matter, on parcels for Foreign Countries via the United Kingdom, the Lon
don Office receives its full share of postage at the rates agreed upon, iti addition to the onward 
postage from the United Kingdom to destination, and it would seem clear that the London Office 
has no good claim for any further payment.

Were the claim of the London Office admitted, the Colonies would receive (after the first lb.) 
only 2d. per lb., whilst the United Kingdom would receive 4c/. per lb., instead of each receiving 
as at present, 3d. per lb.

We recommend that the foregoing statement be communicated to the London Post Office, 
Queensland dissenting, that Colony having already made the necessary charge on parcels in 
order to meet London demands.

No. 55.—“ The practicability or otherwise of introducing the ‘ Value payable,’or 
t Cash’ on delivery of Parcels System into the Australasian Colonies.”

It is thought that there would be strong protests from country storekeepers and others 
were this system introduced ; indeed, when the parcel post was brought into operation there were 
numerous complaints that people in the country found it cheaper to obtain their goods from the 
city by parcel post than to (as formerly) patronise their local storekeepers, who suffered in con
sequence. Were the “ value payable,” post inaugurated, it is obvious that the grievance would 
be intensified. Moreover, were the system to apply, as in India, only between Money Order 
Offices, it would not be available for use by people in remote districts, by whom it would be most 
appreciated. Under these circumstances it is thought that it would not be desirable at the 
present time to bring the system mentioned into operation in the Australasian Colonies.
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No. 56.—“Rates of Commission on Money Orders from the Australasian Colonies to 

the United Kingdom, Cape Colony, &c.”
We recommend that the rates of commission charged on Money Orders for the United 

Kingdom, British Possessions, and Foreign Countries, in all the Colonies as in New South 
Wales and Queensland, be 6d. for each pound or fraction of a pound.

No. 57.—“Reduction in rate of commission to paying country on Money Orders exchanged 
between Australasian Colonies and Singapore.”

The rate of commission has now been reduced from one per cent, to half of one per cent, by 
all the Colonies.

No. 58.—“Treatment of Money Order Advices missent to other Colonies.”
We advise that in the event of Money Order Advice being inadvertently sent to the wrong 

Colony, that Colony should forward the Advice without delay to the Head Office of the Colony 
on which the Money Order was drawn, so that the payee may at once receive payment; at the 
same time, the issuing Colony should be informed of the action taken and requested to deduct 
the amount of such Advice from the next Account.

No. 59.—“Practice of forwarding Money Order Advices, with and without lists,
between Colonies.”

We advise that Tasmania correspond by letter with the Colonies concerned.

No. 60.—“Telegraph Money Orders to New Zealand and Tasmania.”—“Omission of 
signature from Advices, and Cable Company’s charges.”

At the 1896 (Sydney) Conference, the following recommendation by Permanent Heads of 
Departments was adopted, viz.:—“We recommend that the proposal of New Zealand to 
introduce the Telegraph Money Order system between that Colony and Australia and Tasmania 
be agreed to. Our experience of the system which is now in force between the Australian 
Colonies and Tasmania does not lead us to anticipate that any serious risk would be incurred by 
extending it to New Zealand. We advise that the usual Money Order Commissions be charged, 
plus the cost of a ten-word telegraph message to the paying office, and another to the payee.”

The system was brought into operation in July, 1897, and, in the Regulations adopted, it 
was provided that one message would “ be sufficient for any number of Orders from the same 
remitter to the same payee, provided the numbers arc continuous.”

However, on the 21st December, 1897, Mr. Warren, of the Eastern Extension Telegraph 
Company, wrote, intimating that, from the 1st January, 1898, “only one Money Order will be 
accepted at the single rate, cveiy additional Order embodied in the same message to be charged as an 
extra message, ” and also suggesting that a considerable reduction in the average number of words 
in a message would be made were the signatures to Telegraph Money Order Advices omitted. 
On the recommendation of the Controller, it was decided by New South Wales to “ agree to 
dispense with the transmission of the Postmaster s name and designation to all telegraphic advices to 
Neto Zealand, as it is of no use to the paying office.”

However, in the Regulations subsequently prepared on the subject, it was provided that “in 
advising the remittance qf money by telegram to either New Zealand or Tasmania, the Post
master or other official will not give his name or official designation, but simply the name of the 
office at which the order is issued.”

The Tasmanian Postal Authorities apparently were not consulted respecting the above-mentioned 
altered arrangement, and on receipt of an unsigned telegraph money order advice from the Post
master, Oxford-street, made enquiry in the matter. A memorandum in reply seems to have been 
sent from the Money Order Office, to which the Hobart Office replied that “ Telegraph Money 
Order advices unsigned will not be recognised by this Colony (Tasmania).” Hobart was thereupon 
informed that “ signatures of Postmasters dispensed with in accordance with arrangement with 
Cable Company.”

A letter, dated the 16th February, 1898, has since come to hand from Tasmania, intimating 
that with regard to the signatures of telegraphic advices being abolished altogether, the question 
will be placed before the Honorable the Postmaster-General on his return to the Colony, and 
his decision made known to you.

By letter, dated the 19th February, Mr. Warren intimated that “ on and after the } st 
March, 1898, the New Zealand cable rate for official Telegraph Money Order Advices will be two 
shillings and sixpence, instead of two shillings, as at present,” also that “ additional orders may be 
included in one telegram at the minimum rate of two shillings and sixpence.” In reply to an 
enquiry from the Sydney Office, Mr. Warren stated that the above rates will not apply to 
Tasmanian Money Order cable business.

The points for consideration seem to be the adoption of a uniform practice on the part of the 
whole of the Australasian Colonies respecting the signing or otherwise of Telegraph Money Order 
Advices to New Zealand and Tasmania respectively. .
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New Zealand has intimated that the Postal Department of that Colony is unable to 

dispense with the issuing officer’s signature; whilst Tasmania has notified the Sydney Office 
that unsigned Telegraph Money Order Advices will not be recognised by that Colony, 
w y'e are of Qpmion that the practice of wiring the Postmaster’s signature is a safeguard. 
We also consider that the simplest way of adjusting the charges with the Cable Compam/ would be 
to pay them their proper tariff of 2s. in the case of New Zealand, and Is. in the case of Tasmania, 
tor the first 10 words, and 3c/. and 1c/. each additional word contained in the messages transmitted 
over the New Zealand and Tasmanian cable lines respectively, the sender, of course, being 
charged the full rates as given in the Postal Gruide. ‘ s

No. 61.—“Exchange of Money Orders with Japan.”
The Hong Kong Office having intimated that they 

connection with the exchange of Money Orders between 
joint Convention be entered into with that country.

can no longer act as intermediary in 
Australia and Japan, we advise that a

Nos. 62 and 63.—“ Suggested discontinuance of the issue of Duplicate Postal Notes 
and the payment of the face value of postage stamps affixed to Postal 
Notes. —“Duplicate Postal Notes.”

We advise that a Duplicate Postal Note may be issued on satisfactory evidence of the 
destruction of the original, or m case of loss, on the expiration of Six months from the date of 
such original note. No note shall be paid after the expiration of Six months from date of issue 
without reference to the Head Office of the Colony of issue, in order to ascertain whether the

No. 64.- -“ Exchange of Postal Notes between Australasia and the United Kingdom.’
At the 1892 (Hobart) Conference it was decided to invite the London Office “to adopt an 

xc ange of postal notes with the Australasian Colonies on the same lines as those now existing
Suited St°W ”tl T ° 0mer;m Av the 18f (Brisbane) Conference the Permanent Head! 
AncW a u the London °®C(? having absolutely refused to exchange postal notes with 
Australia, we have no recommendation to make.” At the 1894 (New Zealand) Conference the 
Permanent Heads reported that “as no new circumstances have arisen since the Brisbane Con-
18dT tTTnh dt°\ tf11Ilk ^ thlS matter should be reconsidered at present; ” and, again, at the 
1895 (Hobart) Conference it was reported that “the London Office was communicated with, but
hvtCn TpT P0?tal“0tes T acc°unt of great risk.” It appears from enquiry made 
by the_Deputy Postmaster-General of New South Wales, when in London last year, that that 
office is quite firm m its opposition to the exchange of postal notes between the Australian 
Cffionies and the United Kingdom. In the first place there is the old objection, namely, the
at the 12 Of)<fr!ffldlnS- a£fnsTtf?,rgery and fraud, and of providing for the payment of thesenotes 

!2,v° ^ ? i-1!- Unit®d1 Kingdom, many of these being held, as in our case, by store-
eepers who couM not distinguish between a postal note issued at one country or another country, 

or whether it was a forgery A further objection is that the balance-always an uncertain one- 
would be against the United Kingdom, that is to say, that more postal notes would be issued in 
the Colonies upon Great Britain than in Great Britain upon the Colonies.
t t,? af suggested that the case might be met by adopting a similar course to that in the case of 
India, that is, let the Colonies purchase a quantity of British Postal Notes, paying of course cash 
for them and also paying the commission. The London Office has no objection to our selling 
these notes m the Colonies, charging of course our commission in addition to the British com
mission. fehould this be done they would agree to date the currency of the notes only from the 
date ox our postmark, and not from the date of purchase from the London Office, 
r n-U 18 ®tated tuat experience has shown that there is very little demand for these notes in 
ndia. We consider that all the requirements of the public in the way of remitting small sums 

of money have been met in most of the Colonies by the reduction in the charge on Money Orders 
for sums not exceeding £l, from Is. to 6d. ' S y

No. 69. Berne s Circular re tabulated Telegraph Routes, and method of indicating •
such Routes.”

We consider this does not affect the Colonies to 
mended that no action be taken. any great extent, and it is therefore recom-

-r, No. 70.—“Fire Alarms.”
W e have no report to make.

No. 71.—“Sunday Telegraph Rates to Tasmania.”
Cplordes reCOmmend that Tasn}ania adopt the Sunday rates on telegrams charged in the other
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Nos. 72,73, and 81.—“Intercolonial Telegraph Rates.”—“Resolution of Conference 

Chambers of Commerce re Intercolonial Telegraph Charges.”—“ Reduction 
of the New South Wales-Queensland Telegraph Rates, and alteration in mode 
of charging on Inland and Intercolonial Telegrams.”

The question of reducing the rates—2s. for the first 10 words, and 2d. each additional 
word—on telegrams between N ew South Wales and Queensland, has been under consideration on 
several occasions,

In 1885, a proposal^was made to Queensland that the rates be reduced to those then, and 
now, existing between New South Wales and Victoria, viz., Is. for the first 10 words, and 2d. 
for each additional word. A reply was received that, having regard to the long distances over 
which telegrams pass in Queensland, the Government of that Colony was not then disposed to 
make any reduction in the charges levied. In 1887 the attention of Queensland was again 
drawn to the matter, but a reply was received to the effect that, for the reasons already given, 
the Government of that Colony was “still unable to meet the wishes of the Government of New 
South Wales with regard to the proposed reduction.” _ '

At a Conference held at Adelaide in 1890, a Resolution was agreed to, of which the 
following is an extract, viz. :—

“That, between any two contiguous Colonies, 1 s. shall be the initial charge for 12 words, 
and \^d. for each additional word ; names and addresses to be paid for.”

Owing to some of the Colonies not taking the necessary action, this Resolution was not given 
effect to, nor was a somewhat similar Resolution making the charge “ between any two contiguous 
Colonies Is. for 15 words, and Qd. for each additional word, names and addresses to be paid 
for,” which was adopted at a Conference held at Sydney, 1891. A Resolution, similar in.terms 
to the latter, was submitted for consideration at the 1892 (Hobart) Conference, but was rejected.

In 1896 the Chambers of Commerce in Sydney, Melbourne, and Adelaide wrote to the 
New South Wales, Victorian, and South Australian Post and Telegraph Administrations, 
asking for the reduction of the Intercolonial telegraph rates. The Sydney Chamber of 
Commerce asked that, after the first ten words, the charge on messages between New South 
Wales and Victoria be reduced from 2d. to Id. per word. The Melbourne Chamber of Commerce 
made a similar request with respect to messages from Victoria to New South Wales, besides 
asking that consideration be given to the existing rates on messages between Victoria and South 
Australia. The Adelaide Chamber of Commerce also asked for a reduction.

The matter was considered at the 1896 (Sydney) Conference, when the Permanent Heads 
reported as follows :—

“We refrain from making any recommendation. We would, however, suggest for the 
consideration of Ministers that, in the event of an alteration of the rates being made, 
it should be on the basis of the International principle of counting addresses and signatures, 
as recommended at the Conferences held at Adelaide and Sydney in 1890 and 1891 
respectively.”

In December, 1897, the Brisbane office opened up a correspondence with the Sydney office 
on, the question of reducing the rates on telegrams to and from New South Wales and Queens
land. The proposal of Queensland was to charge Is. for 12 words, including address and 
signature, and Qd. for each additional word. To this proposal New. South Wales could not agree, 
because of the anomaly which would be created, and owing to it being thought that the charges 
on messages between New South Wales and Victoria, and New South Wales and Queensland, 
should be as nearly uniform as possible, whereas were the Queensland proposal adopted the 
following would be the position : —

New South Wales to Queensland.—Is. for the first. 12 words (at least six of which would 
be address and signature), and Qd. for each additional word.

New South Wales to Victoria.—Is. for the first 10 words (exclusive of address and signa
ture), and 2d. for each additional word. .

Queensland was informed that if it would agree to the addresses being sent free, and to 
charge Is. for the first 10 words and 2d. for each additional word, New South Whales would.be 
prepared to consider the matter. The question still remained unsettled, but, in a letter explaining 
the reasons which guided Queensland in making the above-mentioned proposal, the Brisbane 
Office states that “ it has been recognised in all European Administrations, and confirmed by the 
International Bureau (see Rule 19, &c.), that the words in addresses and signatures should be 
countedf and that “ the Australian Colonies appear to be the only Administrations which do not 
obscvvc thzs rule.’”

In a letter dated 11th August, 1897, the Adelaide Office drew attention to the fact that 
“ a general reduction of telgraph rates, local and intercolonial, is again being urged in several of 
the Colonies,” and stated that “ our rates compare very favourably with, those obtaining m 
Europe.” That office also stated that the Queensland Postmaster-General is anxious that some 

. re-arrangement should be arrived at, but he considered—
1. That no Colony should take separate action.
2. That any change should include the charging for addresses and signatures.. .
3. That the rates internally should be uniform throughout the Colonies, if this can

possibly be arrived at, but in any case intercolonial rates should be uniform.”
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The whole subject has to he considered at the present Conference, the points for con

sideration being—
1. The charges on messages to and from New South Wales and Queensland.
2. The adoption of uniform rates between contiguous Colonies. •
3. The adoption of uniform rates between Colonies not contiguous to one another, as

between Queensland and South Australia, New South Wales and Western
Australia, &c.

4. The advisability or otherwise of charging for addresses and signatures, or signatures
alone.

5. The adoption of uniform charges for inland messages.
We are still of opinion that any re-arrangement of charges should be on the basis of charging 

for every word, whether in addresses or text. This is the International principle. We would also 
respectfully point out that the present rates appear very reasonable when the great distances 
covered, and the small popidation, are taken into consideration. They compare very favourably 
with those obtaining in Europe, as the following table will show :—

Minimum Charge. Rate per Word. Distance about

d. d. Miles.
Between London and Paris.................................... 10 2 287

„ Madrid................................ 10 4 1195
., Antwerp ............................ 10 2 270
„ Berlin ................................ 10 2 746
,, Vienna................................ 10 3 980
„ Hamburg........................... 10 2 657
„ St. Petersburg................... 10 54 1774

Names and Addresses being counted.

With a view, if possible, to effect some reduction, we suggest the following Tariff for 
consideration :—•

New South South WestQueensland. Wales. Victoria. Australia. Australia.

n. d> s. d. 8. d. s. d. s. d. S. d. s. d. d. s. d. s. d.
Queensland ............................... i 6 ■0 2 2 3 0 3 2 3 0 3 3 0 0 4
New South Wales ................... 1 6 0 2 1 0 0 2 1 6 0 2 2 3 0 3
Victoria .................................... 2 3 0 3 i 0 0 o 1 6 0 2 2 3 0 3
South Australia ....................... 2 3 0 3 i 6 0 2 1 6 0 2 1 6 0 2
West Australia ....................... 3 0 0 4 2 3 0 3 2 3 0 3 1 6 0 2
Tasmania.................................... In proportion, plus cable rate

The Address and Signature, to the number or twelve words, to be sent free.
In this table the first amount indicates the rate for the first ten words, exclusive of names 

and addresses, the second amount indicates the rate for every succeeding word.

Nos. 74, 85.-—“Mode of counting and charging Telegrams. Disputes with the public 
as to what are Cipher Words. (Orders for parts of Machinery).” “ Re numbers 
as well as words appearing in Telegrams.”

We recommend that figures be not allowed in the text of Inland or Intercolonial messages, 
but that amounts or numbers be written and signalled in words only. Isolated letters or groups 
of letters having no connective meaning shall be charged as one word for each letter.

Nos. 75, 78.—“System of counting words in Inland and Intercolonial Ordinary 
Telegrams.” “ Counting double names in Telegrams.”

We suggest that these matters be referred to a Sub-Committee, to consist of Sir Chas. 
Todd, Mr. P. B. Walker, and Mr. John Hesketh, to be settled by correspondence.

No. 76.—“Share-dealing.”
We are unable to deal with this matter. It refers to traffic in shares by telegraph 

employees, and should, we respectfully suggest, be dealt with by the respective Grovernments,
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No. 77.—“ Share Telegrams between Stock Exchanges.”

We are of opinion that telegrams giving share quotations and passing between stock 
exchanges should not he accepted at press rates, but be charged as ordinary telegrams.

No. 79.—“Re word ‘care’ being inserted in Address of Message.”
W e recommend that when an International telegram is addressed to the care of a person 

who has registered an abbreviated or code address, his name or registered address must be 
preceded by the word “ care.” When such word is omitted the omission should involve a non
delivery, and the sender be obliged to correct the address by a paid service, as provided for in 
the International Regulations.

No. 80.—“ Suggested abolition of additional charge on cipher words contained in
Inland and Intercolonial telegrams.”

With reference to the extra rate now levied on cipher words, we recommend that no extra 
rate be charged on any English Dictionary word containing not more than 15 letters. The 
above is intended to apply to both Inland and Intercolonial telegrams.

No. 82.—“ Intercolonial Telegraph Repeats.”
It is desirable that the practice of the Colonies should be uniform in dealing with the 

question of repeats, and it is recommended that the Resolution, No. 43, of the Brisbane Con
ference, March, 1893, be adhered to. The Resolution in question is as follows :—

The receiver of a message may have the whole or part of it repeated on payment of 
the cost of the telegram demanding the repetition, and of the reply to the same.

The sender can also have the whole or any portion of his message repeated on payment 
of the cost of the telegram he forwards and of the reply. #

The demand for the repetition must be made within seventy-two hours after receipt or 
despatch of the telegram, and should be written in the following manner :—

“ Sydney from Brisbane” (these words are not charged for).
“ R.P. 4” (representing reply paid, four words). _ _
“ Twenty-sixth” (date of message to be repeated) ; “ Brown’ (receiver’s name) ; 

“ Repeat first, fourth, ninth ” (meaning words of the text of the telegram to be 
repeated) ; or, ■ *

“Twenty-sixth”; “ Brown” (repeat word or words) ; “after......................... ”
The reply will be worded as follows :—

“ Brisbane to Sydney,” (these words are not charged for).
“Brown”.................... (words repeated.)

No. 83.—-“Proposed omission of the word “to” from before addresses on telegrams.
We are of opinion that it is unnecessary to signal the word “ to ” before the addresses 

on telegrams.

No. 84.—“ Charges for certified copies of telegrams and search fees.”
We recommend that a certified copy of any Inland or Intercolonial message be ^supplied to 

the sender or addressee, or their authorised representative, upon proof of identity and full 
particulars being furnished, together with the payment of a fee of Is. ; but where such 
particulars are not supplied the fee will be 2s. 6d.

No. 86.—“ Consideration of Berne’s Circular Letter, August 3rd, 1897.”
This letter relates to contradictory articles in the Buda-Pesth Convention pointed out 

by Austria. No report is thought to be necessary,. as the matter can be dealt with depart
mentally.

No. 89.—“ Urgent Telegrams, distinctive coloured forms.”
This is a matter which can be dealt with departmentally.

No. 90.—Question of issuing vouchers with ‘ Reply Paid’ telegrams in terms of paragraph 
1, clause 51, of Buda-Pesth Telegraph Service Regulations.”

We advise that the voucher system be adopted, and that the New Zealand form be accepted 
as pattern.

No. 91.—“ Typewriters for Telegrams.”
This matter can be dealt with departmentally.

No. 92.-—“ Code Vocabulary. Points submitted by Berne Telegraph Bureau
for consideration.”

We suggest that this matter be referred to a Sub-Committee, to consist of Sir Charles 
Todd, Mr. P. B. Walker, and Mr. John Hesketh, to be settled by correspondence.



.75

75 • t
No. 93.—“Proposal that Australasian Telegraph Administrations undertake for a fee 

the ‘coding’ of International Messages, as is now done by Reuter’s Agency.”
We are of opinion that the time is not yet ripe for the consideration of this question.

Nos. 94, 95, 96, and 97.—“Adoption of Uniform Charges and Regulations with respect 
to International Code Addresses.” ■— “ Surnames as Code Addresses.” — “ Code 
Addresses.” — “Code Addresses, registration of.”

We recommend that the fee for registration of code addresses be 10s. %d. for the year, or 
2s. 6d. for one month, for each address registered. We also recommend that the attention of 
the Australasian Administrations be drawn to the Resolution passed at the Conference at Sydney 
in November, 1896, with the request that it be complied with in future. The following is the 
Resolution referred to :—“ (1.) That code addresses be not adopted intercolonially, except in the 
case of Tasmania and New Zealand, which for this purpose are international. (2.) That in 
connection with International Messages, code surnames be not accepted.”

Nos. 98, 99, 100.—“ Telegraph Regulations.”—“ Telephone Regulations.”—“Private
Telephone Line.”

No report. We advise that theee questions be taken up later on if time permits.

No. 101.—“Free transmissions of Telegrams on Postal Service over New Zealand
and Bass Straits Cables.”

We recommend that this matter be dealt with departmentally.

No. 103.—“ Regulations regarding Uniforms of Letter Carriers and Messengers.”
We recommend that this matter be dealt with departmentally. '

No. 104.—“ Holidays, Christmas and Good Friday.”
We recommend that this matter be dealt with departmentally.

No. 105.— Free transmission of instructions respecting delivery of Telegrams.”
We recommend that office instructions, such as “By post,” “Porterage paid” or “guaranteed,” 

be charged for, the same as “ Reply paid.”

The following is our Report on additional matters remitted to us by the Honorable 
the Ministers :—

No. 39.—“Ratification of Washington Congress, and consideration of the various 
Conventions entered into at W ashington but not signed by the Australasian 
delegate.”

We see no objection to the ratification by the Australasian Administrations of the'Postal 
Union Convention as agreed to at Washington. _

The most important question, so far as Australasia is concerned, is the reduction of the 
territorial and sea transits ; but we find that these reductions will, if anything, be in our favour, 
especially as, owing to the new arrangements in connection with the P. & O. and Orient contracts, 
the transit rates payable by non-contracting countries and colonies will, instead of being retained 
by Great Britain in one direction and the Colonies in the other, be placed to the credit of the 
subsidy, and the balance divided between Great Britain and the Colonies in the proportion 
of Ij-I to Great Britain and to the Colonies.

With reference to the subsidiary Treaties referred to in the Hon. Mr. Duffy’s Motion, time 
has not permitted of a careful examination of the untranslated Book of Proceedings recently 
received from Washington, but we understand that these Treaties do not materially, if at all, 
affect the Australasian Colonies.

With regard to the optional provisions of the Washington Principal Convention, wre report as 
follows :—■ •

1. Article 6.—The registration fee is fixed at “25 centimes, (2-|d.) at most,” but, under 
Article 2 of the Final Protocol, “it is agreed that the States outside Europe are authorised to 
maintain the maximum at 50 centimes (5<7).’' Under these circumstances the Colonies need not
alter their present charge for registration, wffiich is 3d. and we advise accordingly. . ---- .
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2. Article 7.—Administrations agreeing thereto may exchange registered correspondence 

marked with trade charges, up to 1000 francs (£40) to be collected on delivery ; the proceeds 
(less charges of collections, &c.), to he remitted to the senders of such correspondence.

The Colonies decided in 1892 not to adopt the system, and again at the present Conference.
3. Article 8.—-This provides for the payment of an indemnity of 50 francs (£2) “ in case of 

the loss of a registered article and except in cases beyond control,” hut under Article 3 of the 
Final Protocol, “it is agreed, as a temporary measure, that Administrations of Countries outside 
Europe whose legislation is at present opposed to the principle of responsibility, retain the option 
of postponing the application of that principle until they shall have been able to obtain from the 
Legislature authority to introduce it. We recommend the adoption of this provision, and that 
it be extended inland and intercolonially from 1st January next.

4. Article 9.—-Where the legislation of a country permits, the sender of a letter or other 
article can have it withdrawn from the post, or have its address altered, so long as such ^article 
has not been delivered to the addressee.

No objection to this, it being our present practice.
5. Article 13.—In countries which consent to undertake the service in their reciprocal relations 

a system may be adopted under which, at the request of the senders, and on their paying in 
advance a sum of ?>d. for each article, all classes of correspondence are sent to the addressees by 
a special messenger immediately on arrival in the country of destination.

We do not recommend the adoption of this system, as it is not practicable in sparsely 
populated districts. •

6. Regulation 6.—It will be necessary for the Colonies to consider whether they are in a 
position to make up their postage stamps in the stipulated colours :—

2^d. in dark blue,
Id. in red,

' \d. in green.
We see no objection, and recommend accordingly.
7. Regulation 11.—Administrations, whose Inland Regulations do not admit of the use of 

labels (R) in connection with registered articles, may postpone their introduction, and continue 
to use stamps for the indication of registered articles.

The present practice is to mark registered letters with a blue or red cross, and impressed 
with the letter “ R,” which we find answers every purpose, and we advise its continuance.

No. 68.—“Cable Subsidies and Guarantees, time of year closing.”
We recommend that this matter be referred to the Postmaster-General, South Australia, to 

arrange, if possible, with the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company that the year close on the 
31st December. .

No. 87.—“The question of abolishing the system of ‘Urgent’ Intercolonial Telegrams, 
or of overcoming the delays to which ordinary Telegrams are subjected in Colonies 
in which such system is in operation.”

We recommend that the system of urgent telegrams be discontinued with regard to 
Intercolonial and International Messages. Queensland and Tasmania dissenting.

No. 88.—“ Urgent Telegrams with West Australia.”"
It is suggested that this Question be withdrawn, as it is disposed of by the recommendation 

of No. 87.

No. 102.—“Establishment of Telephonic communication between the Capital Cities of
the Australian Continent.”

In 1896 several letters were received by the Sydney Office from Mr. Jules Renard, respecting 
the establishment of Telephonic communication between the capital cities of the Australian 
Continent (Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane), it being pointed out that such a system of 
communication existed between Brussels and Paris ; Paris, Lyons, and Marseilles (537 miles) : 
Chicago and New York (1500 miles*); as well as in other places. It was represented that the 
line from Adelaide to Brisbane could be constructed for a sum not exceeding £40,000. The 
Sydney Chamber of Commerce also wrote, enclosing a copy of a letter received by that body 
from Mr. Renard, and suggested that the subject might be considered at the next Intercolonial 
Postal Conference. ^

The matter received attention at the 1896 (Sydney) Conference, when the following Report 
of Permanent Heads was adopted ; viz. :—

“ This is a matter that requires careful consideration. The first cost would be more than 
double Mr. Renard’s estimate for connecting Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne,and Adelaide,

* The distance is under 1000 miles.
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and the charge that would have to be made for conversation would be so large as to be 
almost prohibitory. The population of the Colonies is not sufficiently developed to 
enable an expensive work of this nature to be carried out’ so as to be remunerative at a 
reasonable charge to the public. The line from Sydney to Brisbane alone would cost 
£41,750, or, presuming that the existing poles could be used (which is impracticable), 
the estimate might be reduced to £24,250. Even making no allowance for maintenance 
of the line or for working expenses, the interest and sinking fund on a fifteen years’ 
purchase is 10 per cent, of the capital cost (really £9 12s. 8c/. per cent.). Therefore, 
for a line to be justifiable, a revenue of £4175 will require to be guaranteed on the 
Brisbane and Sydney line alone. It must also be borne in mind that telephonic com
munication between the capital cities of Australia would materially interfere with the 
telegraph revenue. We are therefore not prepared to recommend Mr. Renard's 
proposal for favourable consideration.”

Mr. Renard subsequently wrote, stating that the line from Sydney to Brisbane would not 
cost more than one-half the sum named in the above-quoted Report, and that, taking the largest 
diameter of wire for the through line from Adelaide to Brisbane (1800 miles), the total cost 
w ould not exceed £100,000, including new poles. .

In June, 1897, the Sydney Chamber of Commerce forwarded to the New South Wales 
Postal Department a copy of the following Resolution, adopted at a Conference of Chambers of 
Commerce of Australasia held at Sydney, in May, 1897, viz. :—

“ Long distance Telephony.—That it is desirable that telephonic communication be established
' between the various Capitals and leading Towns of Australia as early as possible.”

In forwarding this Resolution, a hope was expressed that, as early as possible, enquiry would 
be made into the prospects of such an undertaking being a commercial success.

We are still of the opinion that there is not sufficient justification at the present time for 
the adoption of any scheme of Trunk Telephone Lines between the capital cities of the 
Australian Colonies. The reasons for our arriving at this decision are as follow:—

The present lines of poles are not able to carry the telephone wires in some cases, and, 
therefore, new poles would require to be erected in these places. The cost of construction would 
be still further increased by the necessity for using very heavy copper wires, and of re-arranging 
the present wires so as to avoid interference.

Experience indicates that the use of Telephone Trunk Lines would interfere with the 
Telegraphic Revenue. The extent of this interference depends upon the amount and nature of 
the business and tariff’s.

The centres of Australia are far apart and comparatively sparsely populated. We are, 
therefore, of the opinion that the circumstances of the Colony, its population, &c., do not justify 
us in recommending the adoption of any comprehensive scheme at present.

We are, however, of opinion that the steps at present being taken by the various Colonies 
are in a direction which will eventually lead to the desired end. In all the principal Colonies 
trunk lines of moderate length are being introduced. Those in New South Wales and Queens
land lead in the direction of the respective borders. As experience gained on them is found to 
justify it, the various Colonies will doubtless still further extend these lines until at last they 
meet.

Meantime, we recommend that the different Colonies be desired to furnish a statement of 
the Telephone Trunk Lines in use or contemplated, together with particulars of the cost, effect 
on revenue, and any other information of interest on the subject.

H. Y. BAYLY, Chairman, Secretary Post and Telegraph Department, Tasmania.
S. H. LAMBTON, Deputy Postmaster-General, New South Wales.
F. L. OUTTRIM, Deputy Postmaster-General, Victoria.
CHARLES TODD, K.C.M.G., Postmaster-General, South Australia.
JOHN M‘DONNELL, Under Secretary Post and Telegraph Department, Queensland.
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Appendix A.

PROPOSED EMPLOYMENT of Special Trains for Mails arriving at the Semaphore, 
South Australia, (a) up to 2 p.m. on Saturdays, (b) between 3 p.m. on Saturday, and 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, and (c) between 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Sundays.

Mails from Europe per British mail packets arriving at the Semaphore on Saturday up to 2 p.m. leave 
Adelaide at 4'30 p.m. the same day, arriving in Melbourne on Sunday at 9'55 a.m., where they now 
remain until 6'15 a.m. on Monday, arriving in Sydney on Tuesday at 6 a.m., the mails for Europe closing 
in Sydney at 4'30 p.m. on the same day.

It has been suggested that, with a view to obviate the detention of the mails in Melbourne for about 
21 hours, and thus afford the Sydney public more time in which to reply to their London correspondence, 
a special train might on such occasions be employed to leave Melbourne on Sunday, a} 11 a.m., arriving in 
Sydney between 4T5 and 6'0 a.m. on Mondays. The mails for Queensland, under such an arrangement, 
would then leave Sydney on Monday instead of Tuesday, at 6T5 p.m., and arrive in Brisbane at 10'30 p.m. 
on Tuesday instead of Wednesday. The cost of such a special train would be ,£226 Os. 6(7., namely :—

* £ s. d.
Melbourne to Albury (191 miles), at Is. Qd. per mile .............. 71 12 6
Albury to Sydney (386 miles), at 8s. per mile........................... 154 8 0

£226 0 6

It was thought that the cost of such a train might be borne by Victoria, New South Wales, and 
Queensland, but the Melbourne Office states that it would not be prepared to bear any portion of such 
cost, as the train would be of no value so far as that office is concerned, there being no pillar clearances 
after 3-30 p.m. on Saturday, and all the business places being closed ; that office thinks that under the 
circumstances the Intercolonial correspondence to be forwarded by the special train would be very trifling, 
not exceeding 100 letters.

A second point for consideration is, in the event of a steamer reaching Adelaide after 2 p.m. Saturday, 
and not later than 9‘30 a.m. Sunday, to arrange for special train to reach Melbourne by 5 a.m. Monday, 
securing delivery in Melbourne at 8 a.m. Such an arrangement might be joined by Victoria, New South 
Wales, and Queensland. Victoria has already agreed that, in the event of the South Australian Depart
ment conveying the mails by special train to Serviceton free of charge on occasions when the steamers may 
happen to reach Adelaide on Sunday up to 2 p.m., to favourably consider the running of a special from 
Serviceton to Melbourne, to enable the mails to reach Melbourne 9'55 a.m. on Monday, provided the other 
Colonies share the cost of the special. In such a case it is thought that South Australia will run a train to 
Serviceton free of charge. Probable cost from Serviceton to Melbourne, £107 12s.

A third point for consideration is the employment of special trains when the Mail steamers reach the 
Semaphore on Sunday by 7 p.m. In such a case it is also considered that the South Australian Govern
ment will, free of charge, run a special train to leave Adelaide Sunday 9‘30 p.m. (or earlier as required), 
connecting at Serviceton with a special train arriving in Melbourne on Monday at 2-55 p.m. The mails 
to then come on by express train leaving Melbourne on Monday at 5'15 p.m., arriving in Sydney on 
Tuesday at 1040 a.m. Mails for Queensland, leaving Sydney on Tuesday at 6‘15 p.m., arriving in Bris
bane on Wednesday at 10‘30 p.m.

Under such an arrangement as this mails arriving at the Semaphore up to 7 p.m. on Sunday would 
reach Melbourne about 19 hours, and Sydney, and Brisbane, 24 hours, earlier than at present. The cost of 
the special train from Serviceton to Melbourne would be £107 12s., the charges for such train on other 
week days being only £71 15s.

It now seems necessary to ascertain—
1. Whether Queensland is willing to share with New South Wales the cost (£226 0s. 6(7.) of the

suggested special train from Melbourne to Sydney on Sundays to convey the mails arriving 
at the Semaphore on Saturdays up to 2 p.m., Melbourne Sunday morning, and if so, what 
proportion of such cost Queenland will bear.

2. Whether the three Colonies will share the cost of special Serviceton to Melbourne leaving
Adelaide between 3 p.m. Saturday and9-30 a.m. Sunday, or leaving Adelaide up to 4-30 p.m. 
Sunday.

3. Whether any arrangement can he made for the employment of special trains from Adelaide to
Melbourne to convey the mails from Adelaide between 4'30 and 9'30 p.m. Sundays, and if so, 
what proportion of the cost (£107 12s.) Victoria and Queensland respectively are prepared 
to bear.
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Appendix B.

CONVENTION.

His Excellency the Governor of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, and His Excellency the Governor 
of the Colony of , being desirous of promoting greater facilities than at present exist for the
exchange of parcels between the Colony of and the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope,
have agreed, on behalf of their respective Governments, to the following Articles:—

Article 1.
The parcel post between the Colony of and the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope,

shall come into operation on the First day of , one thousand eight hundred and ninety
Article 2.

There shall be a regular exchange of parcels between the Colony of and the Colony of
the Cape of Good Hope, and other South African States and Colonies served through the Cape Colony, 
which shall be effected by means of the ordinary postal service between and the Cape
Colony.

Article 3.
All parcel mails shall be made up on, and forwarded direct to, such offices of exchange as mav be 

mutually agreed upon.
Article 4.

In the event of its being necessary to provide receptacles for the exchange of parcels under this 
Convention, the cost of such receptacles shall be equally shared between the post offices of 
and the Cape Colony.

Article 5.
A parcel must not exceed three feet six inches in length, nor six feet in girth and length combined.

Article 6.
The maximum weight of. a parcel must not for the present exceed eleven pounds avoirdupois, and the 

scale of weight shall advance by even pounds, beginning with the first pound.
Article 7.

Postage for the conveyance of a parcel from the place of posting to the place of destination must be 
prepaid by means of postage stamps.

Parcels not fully prepaid and posted out of course, the senders of which are not known, may be 
forwarded, charged double the deficiency, entry to be made in “ Rates prepaid ” column as if fully prepaid, 
and the amount of tax and fine to be entered in column “ Accrued charges due to country of despatch.”

Article 8.
Parcels of the following description must not be accepted for transmission by parcel post:—

(a) Parcels which bear on the outside any writing or drawing of an indecent or offensive nature, 
or within which any contents of a like nature may be observed, and parcels containing parts of the vine, 
fruit, plants, cuttings, bulbs, or roots, (unless accompanied by a special declaration that no phylloxera exists 
or has existed in them) ; gunpowder, cartridges, lucifer matches, or anything explosive or liable to sudden 
combustion ; bladders containing liquid; live animals ; grossly offensive or filthy matter ; and anything in a 
condition likely to injure other parcels or any officer of the post office, are prohibited.

Should any such parcel as is described above be tendered for posting at any post office it must be 
refused, or, if detected in transit, it must be detained, and the sender communicated with. If this cannot 
be done, the Postmaster must report the circumstance to the chief office of the Colony in which the 
irregularity is detected, stating the address of the parcel, the number of the Letter Bill or Parcel Bill on 
which it is entered, the office from which it was received, its supposed contents, and request instructions.

If, however, such a parcel should contain perishable matter which has become offensive, the Post
master may use his own discretion if the immediate destruction of the parcel be imperative.

(b) Parcels containing game, meat, eggs, &c., or razors, scissors, needles, knives, forks, or other 
sharp instruments, must not be accepted unless securely packed, so as to guard against risk or injury to other 
parcels. Liquids, or semi-liquids, such as jellies, pickles, paint, varnish, &c., must not be accepted unless 
in bottles or cans securely stoppered, nor powders, unless so packed that they cannot escape in trans
mission. Bottles or glass in any form must be accepted only when so packed as to be .secure from breakage.

If a. parcel of this nature be tendered at any post office in a damaged or insecure condition, or in a 
condition likely to injure other parcels or any officer of the post office, it must be refused ; if a parcel in 
such condition should be observed in transit it must, if possible, be made secure and sent forward; if it 
cannot be so secured it must be detained, and a report must be made to the Chief Officer of the Colony in 
which the irregularity is detected, as in the case of forbidden articles (paragraph 8a).

(c) No parcel containing diamonds, specie, bullion, gold (in dust or nuggets), or ostrich feathers, 
must under any circumstances be accepted for transmission by Parcel Post, but these articles may, as 
heretofore, be sent through the post at the letter rate of postage, if duly registered.

Article 9.
The postage on parcels posted in and addressed to the Cape Colony, and on

parcels posted in the Cape Colony and addressed to shall be at the rates specified in
Schedule “ A ” to this Convention.

Article 10.
No parcel may contain a letter or other postal packet intended for delivery to a person other than the 

addressee of the parcel.
If such a letter or postal packet be discovered in a parcel it must be s( nt forward charged with 

postage at the unpaid rate applicable to such letter or postal packet.



80

80
Article 11.

No parcel may contain other parcels intended for delivery at any address other than that borne by the 
parcel itself. If such enclosed parcels be detected they will be withdrawn and sent forward, charged with 
new and distinct Parcel Post rates.

Article 12.
Each parcel must be plainly directed, such direction setting forth the name and full address of the 

person for whom the parcel is intended.
Article 13.

The sender should write the words “ Parcel Post ” on the address side of the cover, as well as his 
name and address at the date of posting.

Article 14.
All parcels must be securely and substantially packed and closed by the sender, and, in those cases 

where seals are necessary, the wax must be of a quality to resist any heat to which it may be subjected 
during transit.

Article 15.
All parcels must have attached to them a Custom House Declaration form, similar to that set forth in 

Annexure “ C ” to this Convention, which must give an accurate statement of the contents and value of the 
parcel, the name of the place to which it is addressed, and the sender of the parcel must affix his signature 
and place of abode to the form, together with the date on wdiich the parcel was posted. This form must, 
after being affixed to the parcel in such a manner as to be readily seen by the Custom House officers, be 
impressed with the dated stamp of the office at which the parcel is posted.

Article 16.
In the event of the declaration being found incorrect in any particular, the parcel will be liable to 

seizure by the Customs Department.
Article 17.

We advise that the form of Parcel Bill to be adopted should be similar to that in use between the 
Colonies and the United Kingdom.

Article 18.
All such Parcel Bills shall be made out in triplicate, and be disposed of in the following manner :— 

One copy to be retained by the office of exchange of the Colony of despatch, and twm copies to accompany 
the mail to the office of exchange of the Colony of destination.

The Parcel Bills shall be numbered consecutively, commencing with No. 1, on the 1st of January in 
each year; and each entry in the Bill shall be numbered consecutively, commencing wdth No. 1. The 
number of the Bill and entry shall be entered on the corresponding parcel, for the purpose of identification.,

Article 19.
All parcels exchanged under the provisions of this Convention shall, for the time being, be chargeable 

with such Custom dues as may be leviable under the lawrs of the Colony of destination.

Article 20.
We advise that this Article be excised, as not applicable to the Australasian Colonies.

Article 21.
The despatch of every separate parcel mail shall be advised on the ordinary Letter Bill of the mail with 

which the parcel mail is sent.
Article 22.

All errors which may be discovered on receipt of the mails at the office of exchange of the Colony of 
destination shall, after verification by a second officer, be reported to the Postmaster-General of the Colony 
of despatch.

Article 23.
If a parcel advised on a Parcel Bill be not received, the entry on the Parcel Bill shall, after the non

receipt has been verified by a second officer, be cancelled, and the error reported at once to the Postmaster- 
General of the country in which the error is discovered.

Article 24.
Should a parcel be received in a damaged or imperfect condition, full particulars must be leported, 

without delay, to the Postmaster-General of the Colony in which the damage is observed.

Article 25.
All errors and irregularities in connection with the exchange of parcel mails shall be reported by the 

one Colony to the other, on the form of Verification Certificate set forth in Annexure “ E ” to this 
Convention.
. Article 26.

If no Verification Certificate be received, a Parcel mail shall be considered as duly delivered, having 
been found on examination correct in all respects.

Article 27.
The postage levied under Table 1 of the Convention shall be divided between the Colonies of origin 

and destination in the proportions set forth in Schedule B, Tables 1 and 2.
The despatching Colony retaining the sea rate of 2d. per lb.
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Article 28,

At the close of each quarter the Postmaster-General of the Cape Colony shall pt-epare a' general 
account between the two Colonies, on a form similar to that set forth in Annexure “ F ” to this Convention, 
which shall be supported, so far as the entries of parcels are concerned, by a statement on the form set 
forth in Annexure ‘‘ G ” to this Convention, of the proportions of postage to be credited to South Australia 
and the Cape Colony respectively on parcels exchanged, and also the proportion of postage on parcels ’re
directed in both directions, the entries being supported by the necessary vouchers in detail.

Article 29.
Immediately on receipt of the General Account referred to in the foregoing Article, the Postmaster- 

General of shall cause it to be examined, and shall, as soon as possible thereafter, forward
to the Postmaster-General of the Cape Colony through the Agents-General for the respective Colonies in 
London, or otherwise as may from time to time be determined, a remittance for the amount of the balance 
thereof, if in favour of the Cape Colony, and in the event of the balance of the account being in favour of 

, the Postmaster-General of the Cape Colony shall forward with the account a certificate 
for the amount of such balance, which shall be payable on presentation by the Agent-General of the Cape 
Colony in London, or shall otherwise cause an adjustment of the balance due to be effected as may be 
determined by mutual agreement between the two Departments : provided always that the balance to be so 
adjusted shall in either case exceed the sum of £100, and that a remittance on account shall be similarly 
effected by either Department in advance of the quarterly account, at the end of every month in which it 
is ascertained that the indebtedness to the other Department exceeds £100. In the event of the balance on 
the quarterly account not being in excess of £100, the amount thereof shall be carried forward to the next 
account. .

Article 30.
Any parcel which may be redirected shall be subject to a redirection charge equal to the original 

postage, and the credits shall be apportioned in all respects as if the parcel had originated in the ordinary 
course in the Colony from which the parcel is redirected.

Article 31.
Parcels which may from any cause remain undelivered after the lapse of a period of six months from 

the date of posting shall be returned for disposal to the Superintendent of the Office of Exchange in the 
Colony in which they were posted ; but such parcels shall give rise to no charge and to no account.

Article 32.
Parcels missent shall be returned to the Office of Exchange in the Colony of Despatch by the 

earliest possible opportunity.
' Article 33.

Government parcels must be paid for as ordinary parcels, and will be liable to be charged for re
direction, and they will be subject in all respects to the same rules, as regards dimensions, weight and 
contents, as ordinary parcels. '

Article 34.
The Post Office Department of either of the Colonies parties to this Convention will not be 

responsible for the loss or damage of any parcels, and no indemnity can consequently be claimed by the 
sender or addressee of either Colony.

Article 35.
Except as otherwise provided in this Convention, all parcels passing between and the

Cape Colony shall be subject to the general Regulations of the Postal Department of those Colonies 
respectively.

Article 36.
Subject to the general provisions of this Convention, parcels may be exchanged through the inter

mediary of th» Offices of Exchange of the countries parties to this Convention, between either of such 
countries and any other country with which a direct exchange of parcels shall have been arranged by either 
of the contracting countries ; and there shall be paid by the country of origin to the postal administration 
of the country of transit the credits specified in Article 27 of this Convention, and any “ Forward 
Postage” which may be payable for the conveyance of such parcels beyond the country of transit to the 
place of destination. *

' Article 37. ■
All parcels sent from the Colony of to Colonies or States served in transit through

the Cape Colony must be entered separately from parcels addressed to the Cape Colony on the form set 
forth in Annexure “ D ” to this Convention. *

Article 38. '
This Convention is entered in between the respective Governments of the Colony of the Cape of 

Good Hope and the Colony of from the date hereinbefore mentioned, and shall remain in
force until it shall be necessary to be modified in consequence of the Cape Colony subscribing to the 
Parcel Post Convention signed at Paris on the 3rd of November, 1880, or otherwise as may be found 
expedient.
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SCHEDULE A. 

Table I.
Postage Tariff on Parcels originating in the Colony of and addressed

to the Cape Colony and other States and Colonies in South Africa served in transit through the 
Cape Colony.

Country of Origin. Country of Destination.
Rate of Postage *

per lb. or frac
tion thereof.

Cape Colony
s. d.
1 0

British Bechuanaland 1 3

Orange Free State 1 3

South African Republic 1 3

British Bechuanaland Protectorate 2 10

Mashonaland 2 10

" Table II.
Postage Tariff on Parcels addressed to the Colony of

originating in the Cape Colony and other States and Colonies in South 
through the Cape Colony.

and-
Africa served in transit

Country of Origin. Country of Destination.
Rate of Postage 

per lb. or frac
tion thereof.

Cape Colony
s. d.
1 0

British Bechuanaland 1 3

Orange Free State 1 3

South African Republic 1 3

British Bechuanaland Protectorate 2 10

Mashonaland 2 10

Date Stamp.
ANNEXURE C.

COLONIAL AND FOREIGN PARCEL POST.
For use in the case of Parcels sent from the to

the

Place to which the Parcel 
is addressed.

Gross Weight of 
Parcel.

FORM OF CUSTOMS DECLARATION.

CONTENTS.
Net weight 
of contents.

Value as 
Merchandise.

lbs.__ ozs. lbs. ozs. £ d.

Caution.—In the event of the above declaration being found incorrect in any particular, 
the Parcel will be liable to seizure by the Customs Authorities. No Letter may be placed in any 
Parcel, nor may a Parcel contain Diamonds, Specie, Bullion, Gold (in dust or nuggets), or 
Ostrich Feathers. For other prohibited articles see the Post Office Guide.

Date Stamp of 
Office of 
Exchange.

(For use of Post Office of Exchange only.)
Parcel Bill No.

Entry No.

No. of Rates ( 
prepaid 5

Name and Address of Sender : —

Date of Posting_________ 189
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Date Stamp. PARCEL POST.
[For use for Parcels to and from the Channel Islands, and between the 
United Kingdom and British Possessions and Colonies, and to Foreign 
Countries generally.]

POBM OF CUSTOMS DECLARATION.

P.P. Ko. SO. I., B„ & F. P.P., No. 1.

Place to which the Parcel is addressed.

Description 
of Parcel.

(State whether 
Box, Basket, 

Bag, &c.)

In the case of Foreign 
Parcels only.

* Net Weight, lbs._

t Gross Weight, lbs._

CONTENTS.
* To be filled in by Sender, 

t „ „ Postmaster.

Value.

Date of Postings 189
Signature and Address 

oi Sender.

For use of Post} •
___ only, and to be (
filled up at tlie Office f 
of Exchange)

No. of Rates prepaid_ Entry No,.
(Not to be filled up in the case 

of Foreign Countries.)

COXiONXAli AND FOREIGN PARCEI. POST.

Date Stamp of the Manifest of Parcels despatched from to the Date Stamp of the

Per S.S. “ .

Despatching Office. Parcel Bill No. dated 189 Receiving Office.

No. of 
Entry.

Office of 
Origin.

Name 
of Ad

dressee.
Address

of
Parcel.

Detailed
Contents.

Declared
Value.

Approved
Value.

No. of 
Rates 

prepaid.

At

Unpaid
returned
Parcels.

Is.

To be filled in by the 
-------Office.

Customs
Dues.

Other Postal, 
Charges.

Date of 
Payment of 

Customs Duty 
to the Customs 

Authorities.
Remarks.

Signature of Despatching Officer,
Signature of Receiving Officer.
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£4
Date Stamp of 

the
Post Office.

C. Sf F. P. P. No. 4a.

PARCELS FROM TO
Date Stamp of 

the Receiving 
Office.

Parcel Bill No........ , dated
Sheet No.

, 189.. , per

Entry Origin of Name of Address of Declared Con- Declared

No. of 
Rates 

Prepaid.

(Every 
Parcel not 
exceeding 
2 lbs. to be 
entered 

two rates.)

Unpaid Re
directed Parcels.

Remarks.
No. Parcel. Addressee. Parcel. tents. Value.

No. of 
Rates.

Accrued 
Charges due 

to

£ d. £ s. d.

m. Rates at £ Totals........

* When more than one Sheet is required for the entry of the Parcels sent by the Mail, it will be sufficient if the 
undermentioned particulars are entered on the Last Sheet of the Parcel Bill.

1 Total number of Parcels sent by the Mail..........
■f Number of Boxes or other Receptacles forming 

the Mail
Signature of Despatching Officer, at General Post 

Office, ■

lbs.
* Total weight of Mail..........................

Deduct Weight of Receptacles
* Net weight of Parcels ...........

Signature of Receiving Officer, General 
Post Office

ANNEXURE E.

Colonial and Foreign Parcel Post.

VERIFICATION CERTIFICATE.
For the Correction and Verification of Irregularities and Errors of every kind observed in the Parcel

Mail from the______________ for the______________ Office.
Date of Mail_________________189___ Parcel Bill No.___________________

IRREGULARITIES.
(Non-receipt of Parcel Bill in due course. Non-receipt-of Parcels. Particulars of Damaged 

Parcels. Boxes, &c., not properly secured, &c., &c.)

Date Stamp.

ERRORS.

Entry No. |Name of 
i 'Addressee.

Address of 
Parcel.

Declared
Contents.

Declared
Value.

No. of Bates 
Prepaid.

Remarks.—The entry as made by the 
Despatching Officer to be copied in black 
ink, and the corrected entry below in red 
ink; any necessary explanation being 
added in this column. When the total is 
affected the original and corrected totals 
must be given in the proper place.

Original Total____________ Corrected Total___________
189 Examined and accepted,

---- 189

Signature of the Controlling Officer 
at the Office of Arrival.

Signature of the Controlling Officer 
at the Office of Despatch.
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SCHEDULE B. 

Table I.
Apportionment of Postage on Parcels originating in the Colony of , and

addressed to the Cape Colony and other States and Colonies in South Africa, served in transit 
through the Cape Colony.

Apportionment of Postage.

To British 
Bechuanaland.To Cape Colony.

Country of Destination.

Cape Colony..................

Orange Free State ......

South African Republic

British Bechuanaland

British Bechuanaland Pro
tectorate............................... .

Mashonaland

Table II.

Apportionment of Postage on Parcels addressed to the Colony of , and
originating in the Cape Colony and other States and Colonies in South Africa, served in 
transit through the Cape Colony.

Apportionment of Postage.

Hate
of

Post
age.

Country of Origin.

To
 Mash

on
al

an
d.

 
La

nd
 R

at
e.

22
AS .■Sf O tD

ith
 Afri

ca
n 

ib
lic

. Land
i

ra
ng

e Fre
e i

La
nd

 R
at

e.

To British 
Bechuanaland.

To Cape 
Colony.

To
 

.
Te

rm
in

al
 L

an
d 

Ra
te

.

■C'g’S pq S a
H To

 Sor
 

Re
pn

 
Ra

te

To
 Oi St
at

e.

Land
Rate.

Land
Transit
Rate.

Land
Rate.

Sea
Transit
Rate. To

ta
l

Per lb. 
s. d. s. d. $. d. <s\ d. s. d. s. d. s. d. S. d. S. d. s. d. s. d.
2 10 Mashonaland .................................. i i 0 11 0 3 0 2 0 5 2 10

2 10 British Bechuanaland Protec
torate ............................................ • • • 1 1 • •. . . • 0 11 0 3 0 2 0 5 2 10

1 3 South African Republic ................ 0 5 ... 0 3 0 2 0 5 1 3

1 3 Orange Free State......................... ... ... ... 0 ' 5 ... 0 3 0 2 0 5 1 3

1 3 British Bechuanaland.................... ... ... 0 5 0 3 0 2 0 5 1 3

1 0 Cape Colony ................................... ... ... ... ... 0 5 0 2 0 5 1 0
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ANNEXURE F.

GENERAL ACCOUNT
Between the Post Office of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope and the Post Office of 

the Quarter ended____________________189___ .
for

TO THE CREDIT OF THE CAPE COLONY.

To Balance brought from preceding Account..........
„ Balance of Errors on previous Accoounts for the

quarter ended______________ 189___ (as per
Statement received from___________ )...........

,, Unpaid and insufficiently paid postage ..............
Money Orders diawn upon the Colony, United

Kingdom, and Foreign Countries......................
„ Share of Commission on ditto....... ..............
„ Repaid and Void Money Orders (as per separate

Statements)..........................................................
,, Postage on Parcels sent to___________ (as per

Statement annexed)............................................
,, Proportion of Postage due to the Cape Colony 

on Parcels redirected to.....................................

Balance of Errors on Current Account..............
Balance due to........................................................

r
Total............... £i

TO THE CREDIT OF.

By Balance brought from preceding Account .......
„ Balance of Errors on previous Account for the

quarter ended___  ____ 189____(as per
Statement received from___________ ).........

„ Money Orders issued in the Cape Colony and
abroad .............................................................

,, Share of Commission on ditto ..........................
„ Repaid and Void Money Orders (as per

separate Statements) .....................................
„ Proportion of Postage on Parcels received from 

the Cape Colony (as per Statement annexed)
„ Proportion of Postage due to___________ on

Parcels redirected to the Cape Colony..........
„ Remittances received from....................... ........

„ Balance of Errors on Current Account ..........
„ Balance due to the Cape Colony ......................

Total.......................£

General Post Office, Cape Town,
________ day of_________________ , 189__

Postmaster-General.

annexure g.
Detailed Account of Parcel Mails exchanged between the Cape Colony and

Quarter ending....................................... 189...
during the

PARCEL MAILS FROM THE CAPE COLONY TO . PARCEL MAILS FROM TO THE CAPE COLONY.

Parcel Bill. Parcels (prepaid.) Re-directed Parcels. Parcel Bill. Parcels (prepaid.) Ke-directed Parcels.

Date of 
Despatch.

1.

No. of 
Bill.

2.

No. of 
Kates.

3.

Proportion 
of Postage.

4.

Unpaid
Rates.

5.

Accrued
Charges.

6.

Date of 
Despatch. 

7.

No. of 
Bill.

8.

No. of 
Rates.

9.

Proportion 
of Postage. 

10.

Unpaid
Rates.

11.

Accrued
Charges.

12.

£ s. d. £ s. d.

.... at 5d.
£ s. d. £ a. d.

.... at %d.

at 2s. 3d.

Atorf. per rate. At 5d. 
per rate. • At 5^. per rate. At 5<Z. 

per rate 
(Credit 
of .)

Credit of

Credit of Credit of Colony.
Credit of 

Cape Colony.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ «. d. £ s, d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

Summary.

Credit of . Amount. Credit of Cape Colony. Amount.

£ s. d. £ s. d.

» » iA ................................................. , „ ....................................................JJ » ......................................................

Total due to , canned to General
Account.............................................. £

Total due to Colony, carried to General 
Account.................................................£
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Appendix C.

[See other side,
PREPAID REPLY FORM.

NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS.
A-^ Cede: Handed in (Time) -t....................... No. of Message:

Office of J Words. . Sent. ■ Office Stamp.
Origin: $ At m.
Instructions : Excess Charge.

1 1
To

By .1 1

STAMPS IN PAYMENT OF EXCESS CHARGE (IF ANY) MUST BE AFFIXED HERE BY THE SENDER.

AjL
U.

No. of Message
This Telegram is presented for Transmission by the undersigned, subject to the authorised conditions. / Office \vrv

No. 17U. N.B.—Office of origin to be inserted after signature, and Telegraphed.

Stamp of 
Issuing Office.

[On back.

REPX.V voucher.—A sum of having been deposited for

a reply of words (addresses included) to a telegram handed in at

timed , addressed to ... , this form

will be accepted within six weeks of the date of its issue at any Postal Telegraph Office in payment 

or part payment, as the case may be, of a telegram.

Signature of Issuing Officer: ..........................

N.B .—If this form be not used, or if it be used for a telegram the charge for which is less than the amount deposited 
the whole of the amount deposited, or the difference, as the case may be, will be returned on application being made to the 
Controller, G.P.O., Wellington, within six weeks of the date of issue. After that interval no application for the return of 
the amount will be entertained
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POSTAL AND TELEGRAPHIC CONFERENCE, 1898.

REPORT OF THE DEBATES.
(See also Minutes of Proceedings.)

MONDAY, 28th MARCH, 1898.

Election of President.
Hon. JOSEPH COOK said he had much pleasure in proposing that Sir Philip Fysh take 

the Chair, not only because the Conference had assembled in Hobart, but also by reason of Sir 
Philip’s seniority and his well-known abilities.

Hon. J. R. DICKSON had much pleasure in seconding the Motion, and in doing so felt he 
did not need to add to what had been very properly said by the Postmaster-General of New South 
Wales, of one who had held a high position in the Colony for a long time.

Motion put and passed. -
Sir PHILIP FYSH, in taking the Chair, thanked them for their kind expressions of good

will and the honor they had done him. He desired, on behalf of the Government and himself, 
to heartily welcome them all, both Ministers and Permanent Heads of Departments to Tasmania, 
trusting that during their stay they would not only render service to the Colonies they represented, 
but also derive, much health and pleasure at the same time. '

Election of Secretary.

Hon. J. GAYAN DUFFY moved—
“ That Mr. T. C. Just be elected Secretary to the Conference.”

Hon. JOSEPH COOK seconded. They had previously had a taste of Mr. Just’s qualities 
in that position, and were sure that the fact of his being made Secretary would conduce to the 
despatch of business.

Motion put and passed.
The Press.

Hon. J. GAYAN DUFFY moved—
“ That the Press be admitted to all the deliberations of the Conference, excepting Sittings in 

Committee.”
Hon. JOSEPH COOK seconded.
Motion put and passed.

Papers.
Hon. JOSEPH COOK tabled a Report on the .Palmyra and Fanning Islands as to their 

suitableness and capabilities as submarine cable stations, prepared by Captain A. M. Field, R.N., 
of H.M.S. Penguin.

Sir CHAS. TODD tabled a Return of Inter-colonial Telegraph Traffic for the past Nine 
years.

Hon. JOSEPH COOK tabled a Return relating to Postal and Telegraphic Business in 
New South Wales during 1897.

. - Printing. '
Hon. J. GAYAN DUFFY moved—

“ That the President and the Hon. Joseph Cook be a Sub-Committee to consider and report 
upon what papers and documents required to be printed.”

Hon. J. R. DICKSON seconded.
Motion put and passed.

Pays of Sitting. ■
Hon. J. R. DICKSON moved—

“That this Conference sit for the despatch of business each day at half-past 10 o’clock until 
1 p.m., and from half-past 2 till 5 p.m., Sundays excepted.”

Hon. J. GAYAN DUFFY seconded, and the Motion was agreed to.
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Subjects for consideration.

A list of the subjects proposed to be discussed at the Conference was then tabled by the 
Secretary. It was arranged that those subjects of a detailed character should first be submitted to 
the permanent Departmental Heads to report upon. The subjects of a more general nature were 
reserved for direct consideration by Ministers.

Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY moved—
“ That the Sub-Committee of Permanent Heads be requested, previous to considering the 

various items placed before them, to revise the list and report to the Conference as to 
such matters as they consider either unnecessary, or that time will not permit them to 
proceed with.”

Hon. J. R. DICKSON seconded the motion, which was put and passed.
On the motion of the Hon. Joseph Cook, the Heads of Departments present were appointed a 

Sub-Committee for the purpose Of giving efiect to the previous Resolution.
The Conference adjourned until 10-30 next day.

TUESDAY, 29th MARCH.
The Conference met at 10-30.
In the absence of Hon. Sir Philip Fysh, Hon. Joseph Cook was voted to the Chair on the 

motion of the Hon. J. Gavan Duffy, seconded by the Hon. J. R. Dickson, and the Conference 
adjourned until next day at 10-30.

This course has been found necessary on account of the Permanent Heads of the Postal and 
Telegraphic Departments having such a large number of subjects to handle and report upon to the 
Ministerial Heads, that they had not yet completed their work.

WEDNESDAY, 30th MARCH.
The Conference met formally at 10-30 a.m.

Hon. JOSEPH COOK was voted to the Chair in the absence of the President.
Hon. J. R. DICKSON moved—

“ That, to enable the Departmental Heads to proceed with work in Committee, the Con
ference adjourn until 10-30 a.m. next day.” •

Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY seconded.
Motion put and passed. -
The Conference adjourned accordingly.

THURSDAY, 31st MARCH.
Pa'pers.

Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY tabled a Paper furnishing Returns in connection with the 
Telegraph Service of Victoria.

Hon. J. R. DICKSON tabled a similar Paper on behalf of Queensland.

Proposed Reduction of Postage Rate.

The Conference proceeded to discuss the proposed reduction from 2|rf. to 2d. per half ounce 
postage of Letters passing in both directions between the United Kingdom and other parts of the 
Bntish Empire.

Hon. JOSEPH COOK (New South Wales) said there had already been a great deal of 
correspondence in regard to this proposal between these Colonies and the Mother Country, and also 
between Canada and the Mother Country. It appears that Canada wanted to make the rate very 
much lower to the British Possessions, and to differentiate between 2d. for the Empire and her 
Colonies, and 2%d. between the Empire and the rest of the world. So far as >ew South Wales 
was concerned they felt there was every reason why the present rate should not be reduced from 
2\d. to 2d. There was no great demand in the Colonies for such a reduction. What demand 
there was had come from certain distinguished gentlemen in England who interested themselves 
from time to time in Postal and Telegraphic matters. If the proposed reduction was made it 
would at once mean an agitation and a demand for a reduction of the Intercolonial and Inland 
rates on the ground of anomaly. A Postal Commission was, he believed, being held, or about to 
be held, in London, where this question was also to be considered, and New South Wales had 
definitely instructed her Agent-General to say that his Colony could not consent. Victoria, he 
understood, had refused point blank to send a representative.
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Hon. J. GAYAN DUFFY: We appointed a delegate, who nas received similar instructioiis;
Hon. JOSEPH COOK would point out that the anomaly of such a reduction would be at 

once seen with the iidand rate of 2<f., and an agitation would at once arise for reducing the latter 
rate. The Colonies could not at present afford such reductions. Having to send the letters a 
distance of 14,000 miles, 2£d. per half ounce did not seem after all to be very excessive. He could 
easily understand the reduction from the old rate of Qd. to 2^d. It was felt in his colony, at any 
rate, that if the Government was in a position to grant concessions to the people, the same could be 
done in many more advantageous ways than by reducing the oversea rate for letters from 2Jd. to 
2d. per half ounce. Sentimental reasons might be given for the proposal, but sentimental reasons 
could stand no chance when there was a need for hard cash in the Treasury. At present the 
net loss to New South Wales alone in the maintenance of their postal relations with the outside 
world was just £20,000 per annum, and if this proposal was adopted it would mean an additional 
£3000 a year loss, and for the whole of the Australasian Colonies he supposed it would be £7000 
to £8000 per annum. The latter sum might not seem very much distributed over all the Colonies, 
it was true, but the reduction would mean a demand for intercolonial and inland rates of postage 
to be reduced. A reduction of a halfpenny per half ounce in the oversea letters would not make 
any appreciable increase in the-amount of correspondence, and altogether the matter of }2d. was not 
worth the doing. If the Colonies could see their way to substitute aid. letter rate it would be 
something; but, of course, at present that could not be thought of. He therefore moved,—

“That, in the opinion of this Conference, it would be inadvisable to make any further 
reduction in the oversea postage rate until the way is clear for a reduction of the present 
large subsidies paid for the carriage of mails at present inland and colonial rates.”

Hon. J. GAYAN DUFFY seconded the motion. He did not think he had anything to 
add to the exhaustive statement which had been made by the Hon. Joseph Cook in this matter. 
He fully concurred with him that it would be an anomaly to reduce the postage rate as proposed 
whilst they were unable to reduce the rates to their own people within the Colonies. The rate of 
2%d. per half ounce was not an excessive one. Until not long ago it was Qd., and that was excessive, 
and the correspondence was limited ; nobody could hold that a reduction from 2|d. to 2d. would 
increase the correspondence to any degree whatever. To put the matter in a nutshell, the Colonies 
could not afford it. A reduction of postage from England to 2d. all over the world was proposed in 
a Budget Bill of the British Chancellor of the Exchequer. Of course, such a reduction would not 
be felt in a wealthy country with an immense population, a high standard of education, and with a 
yearly surplus of three millions. At the Washington Postal Conference, when such a reduction 
was proposed, it had very little support. Then the Imperial Government dwelt upon 2\d. being an 
excess of the 25 cents stipulated in the Postal Union treaty, but still England had little support, 
the general feeling being that England ought not to make a reduction below what was considered 
fair all over the world.

. Hon. J. R. DICKSON said hon. members who had spoken had voiced the opinion that 
Queensland held in this matter. He did not think the reduction was demanded by the public, and 
it would not mean any appreciable increase in the quantity of letters that would be posted. Queens
land had sustained a loss of £34,000 in consequence of the reduction seven years ago from Qd.; 
but he would not say that they should revert to the Qd. rate. He was aware that Mr. Henniker 
Heaton was always advocating reductions in postal rates, and the Imperial Government seemed to . 
favour the idea ; but the Australian Colonies could not at present entertain such proposals.

Hon. J. G. JENKINS, on behalf of South Australia, supported the motion. The main point 
had been tersely made by Mr. Cook when he said there was no great demand for the reduction in 
question at the present time beyond what Mr. Henniker Heaton and a few commercial men had 
advanced. Moreover, it would be followed by an agitation for such a reduction of intercolonial rates 
which could not be made.

Motion put and passed.

The Canadian Three Cents ■proposals.

The consideration of proposal of Canada to reduce postage on letters to all parts of the British 
Empire from 5 cents to 3 cents was taken.in Committee, when the following resolution was passed :— 

“ That this Conference communicate by cable with the Canadian Postmaster-General to the 
effect that the various Colonies connot agree to receive Canadian letters with only 3 
cents postage thereon, and ask that the proposal be not proceeded with.”

Queensland’s Surcharges.

“ Re Queensland surcharging New Zealand postal matter prepaid at the Ipl. per 2 oz. rate.” 
Hon. JOSEPH COOK said that some years ago New Zealand had this low rate on printed 

matter in existence. The question, however, was then raised by New Zealand whether she would 
be compelled to revert to the higher rate of postage on printed matter. He took it that New 
Zealand still continued to impose the ^d. rate,‘hut did not know if Queensland surcharged.

Hon. J, R. DICKSON : She has to surcharge under the statute law.
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Hon. JOSEPH COOK moved— -

“ That the matter he referred to the heads of departments for report.’
After discussion the motion was withdrawn.
Hon. JOSEPH COOK moved —

“ That the matter be struck out.” . .
Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY suggested that instead of being struck out the subject should 

simply be not dealt with. It might seem discourteous to strike it out.
The motion was not seconded, and the subject was dropped.

Obliteration of Stamps.

As to obliteration of stamps issued to collectors,
Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY said that this matter was becoming somewhat of a nuisance. Many 

people seemed to be fanatics in regard to collecting stamps, and latterly in Victoria the department 
had been placing a courtesy post mark upon them. This was done in order that the stamps might 
not be used for postage purposes by those who obtained them. That did not do away with the 
philatelic value of the stamps. He thought that a uniform method ought to be adopted by the 
different colonies. It should be clearly arranged so that stamps given out for purposes of collection 
could not be otherwise used. He moved,—

“ This Conference is of opinion that all stamps issued to collectors should be post-marked, so 
as to prevent them from being used for postal purposes.”

Hon. J. R. DICKSON seconded the motion.
Hon. J. G. JENKINS moved as an amendment,—

“ That the word ‘ specimen ’ should be placed across the stamps issued to collectors. ’
H on. JOSEPH COOK seconded the amendment.
Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY said that as the weight of opinion appeared to he against him,he 

would withdraw the motion.
The amendment was then put, when
The PRESIDENT said that it appeared from the voices that it would be his duty to give a 

casting vote. He regarded the Post Office as an institution maintained by the Government for 
postal purposes only, and would therefore vote for the amendment, and declared it carried.

Hon. JOSEPH COOK moved— '
“That all postage-stamps issued to the Berne Postal Bureau or between Post Offices shall 

bear an obliteration with the date-stamp.”
Hon. J. G. JENKINS seconded, and the motion was agreed to.

’ Newspaper Supplements.
Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY said: In the Victorian Post Office Act, which, he took it, was 

similar to if not id<jntical with that of other colonies, a newspaper supplement was said to be wholly 
and substantially part of the newspaper; but he wanted to call the attention of the Conference to 
tradesmen’s handbills and insets being sent in the newspapers through the post, and his department 
held that such were not supplements within the meaning of the law. He would like to have the 
matter discussed. It was claimed in Victoria that such handbills were supplements within the 
meaning of the Victorian Act. He formally moved—

• “ That an inset or a handbill shall not be regarded as coming within the definition of a
newspaper supplement under the Post Office Acts.”

Hon. J. G. JENKINS seconded. As far as his colony was concerned their regulations did 
not allow such so-called “ supplements ” to be Carried in newspapers.

Hon. JOSEPH COOK said it was never anticipated that such things should be carried in the 
newspapers. It was a means of distributing small handbills for shopkeepers, for which the news
papers were paid. It would never do in New South Wales, where the newspapers were carried 
through the post free. It was an abuse against which decided action should be taken.

Hon. J. R. DICKSON quoted the Queensland Act and regulations bearing on the subject, 
and supported the motion.

Motion put and passed.

Queensland’s Trmtment of other Colonies’ Newspapers.
Consideration of operation of the Suppression of Gambling and Indecent Advertisement Act 

of Queensland, in connection with newspapers published outside Queensland and for
warded by post to that colony.

Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY wondered if there was anything to be done with their friends 
from Queensland in this matter. As Mr. Dickson knew, this matter had been a bone of contention 
between Queensland and the other Colonies for years. He had put the subject down on the notice-
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paper to see if Queensland could not be induced to fall into line with the other Colonies. That 
Colony had been treated with every fairness and courtesy, and he did not think Queensland realised 
the amount of restraint and restrictions that her laws had imposed upon the press of all the other 
Colonies. He did not wish to force this on his hon. friend, but he thought, perhaps, that a few 
friendly remonstrances from his fellow Postmaster-Generals of the other Colonies would have some 
effect upon him. •

Hon. JOSEPH COOK : What have they been doing ? .
Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY : Stopping all newspapers from the other Colonies coming into 

Queensland at the same rate as we allow Queensland newspapers to come into the other Colonies. 
Proceeding, Mr. Duffy said he did not wish to put a motion before the chair, but he trusted his 
hon. friend would have the matter thoroughly looked into. Though Queensland had not yet 
joined the proposed federation they trusted that she would do so soon. (Hear, hear.) In these days 
of federation it was hardly right for one Colony to stand aloof from its neighbours in postal matters.

The PRESIDENT : We must have some definite motion before the Conference. It had 
better be put that representations be made to Queensland—- '

Hon. J, GAVAN DUFFY would adopt the President’s suggestion, and move—
“ That representations be made from this Conference to the Post Office authorities in 

Queensland, pointing out that the operation of their Suppression of Gambling and 
Indecent Advertisements and Post Office Acts in regard to newspapers published 
outside Queensland, and forwarded by post to that Colony, is a restriction upon the 
Australian press.”

# In fact, newspaper proprietors sending newspapers into Queensland had to publish special 
issues before they could get them delivered in Queensland, or do as the Czar of Russia did with 
newspapers going into that country—blacken out a page ; and, in addition, Queensland imposed a 
much higher rate of postage on newspapers from outside than the other Colonies imposed on 
Queensland newspapers. % •

Hon. JOSEPH COOK could not see his way to support the motion in regard to Queensland 
suppressing gambling and indecent advertisements. *

Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY : I want to include a representation to them to modify their 
postage rates on newspapers.

Hon. JOSEPH COOK would second the motion for the sake of discussion.
Hon. J. R. DICKSON said his Colony had endeavoured to suppress a growing spirit for 

gambling, especially among their youths, and the restrictions in these respects, and with respect 
to indecent advertisements which had been thus imposed, applied equally to newspapers published 
in Queensland as to those coming from outside. He recognised that the press of the other 
Colonies had met them very fairly in this matter, and had endeavoured to conform to the new 
legislation by excluding from the columns of their papers entering Queensland such advertisements 
as were objected to. Having the law before them, the Queensland postal authorities were bound 
to act up to it. As to the postal rates charged upon papers coming in from the other Colonies, that 
was a separate matter. Before the rates were altered the Colony was inundated with newspapers 
from the other Colonies, and which were carried gratuitously. The Colony was a large one, much 
of it was sparsely populated, and the distances were long, and so the cost thus incurred became too 
great. On that account it had been found imperative to charge for the newspapers at the rates now 
in force. Perhaps upon fuller consideration of the matter the Government of Queensland might, 
in the future, feel justified in modifying the restrictions at present imposed ; but when those special 
Acts were passed they became imperative by reason of the ever increasing demoralising tendencies 
of the advertisements objected to. At that time the Parliament might have gone to extremes, but 
such legislation was much required, and the respectable press, both of Queensland and the other 
Colonies, deserved to be thanked for the readiness with which they had conformed to the views of 
the Parliament of that Colony. .

Hon. J. G. JENKINS would support the Resolution if it was limited to a protest against 
the high postage rates charged in Queensland on Intercolonial newspapers. It would only be right 
that Queensland should have the same intercolonial postage rate.

Hon. JOSEPH COOK thought that Queensland was to be congratulated on her Act 
against indecent literature and gambling. The efforts made in the other places to drive out 
gambling had resulted in sending it to another Colony. They ought not to do anything to hinder 
Queensland from continuing her crusade against gambling and indecent advertising; it was a 
step in the right direction. If the mover would eliminate certain matter from the Resolution, he 
would support it. The charges levied by Queensland on intercolonial newspapers at the present 
time was exorbitant. They charged 2d. on certain Sydney weekly newspapers that were sent to 
that Colony ; that was a rate which specially applied to back-woodsmen, as the newspapers referred 
to were largely availed of by people resident in the country.

Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY expressed pleasure at hearing that Queensland was not only so 
good as she claimed to be, but was also as good as she ought to be. He readily agreed that 
gambling to the extent that it had taken root in Australasia was becoming a public danger. With 
regard to indecent advertising, they were all agreed that it should be put down. In reference to
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gambling advertisements, he was sorry to see that Queensland had gone so much further in the 
matter than the other Colonies had done. It was to be hoped that the whole of the Colonies 
would deal firmly with indecent advertising, but he did not agree that the gambling advertisements 
did so much harm as was suggested. He intended, with the permission of the other Members of 
the Conference, to withdraw his Resolution and propose another. He hardly liked to say that the 
rate in Queensland was exorbitant, but it was excessively heavy. It was nothin the interests of 
any Colony that the people should be denied outside newspapers owing to a heavy rate. Victoria 
did not try to keep other colonial newspapers from her people. He hoped that the Queenslanders 
would see their way to deal with the Colonies in the way that the other Colonies dealt with them.

Leave was then given to withdraw the motion.
Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY said that the following was the motion which he would submit 

in place of the one withdrawn :—
“ That representations be made from this Conference to the Post Office authorities of 

Queensland, pointing out to them that the high rates charged on newspapers coming 
from the other colonies is an unjustifiable restriction on the Australian press.”

Hon. JOSEPH COOK seconded the motion.
After further discussion,
The PRESIDENT said that before putting the motion he wished to refer to a remark made 

with reference to the gambling having drifted to another colony. It would be just as well for the 
members of the Conference to carry away a correct idea of how the gambling was carried on. 
He would have been glad if they could have had an opportunity of visiting the racecourse in order 
to see what immense advantages Tasmania possessed by reason of her management of the 
Gambling Act. Tasmanians when visiting the racecourses on the mainland found objection to the 
noisy system of bookmakers, which held forth such inducements to the young, who were inclined 
to gamble. They found that the totalisator system in Tasmania did not inculcate gambling into the 
young of the colony, as representatives from the other colonies supposed.

The motion was then put and passed.
Urgent Telegrams.

Hon. JOSEPH COOK moved—
“ That the system of ‘ urgent ’ telegrams in operation in six Colonies of Australia be 

. abolished.”
They in New South Wales never had, as a matter of fact, concurred in the proposal to treat 
certain messages as “ urgent ” over others. It was not the right thing to allow certain people to 
have a monopoly over the telegraph service because they were able to pay an extra rate. The 
system was often most vicious in its application. A poor man with only Is. in his pocket could only 
pay that sum for his message at the ordinary rate, and had to wait until perhaps 50 or 60 urgent 
messages paid for at a higher rate took precedence. The telegraphs being maintained by the 
Governments of the colonies, the telegraph rate should be made the same to every member of the , 
community.

Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY would second the motion as a matter of courtesy to his hon. 
friend, not that he believed in it—quite the contrary.

Hon. J. G. JENKINS moved as an amendment,—
“ That the matter be referred to the Permanent Heads of Departments for report.”

In his colony they had power by Act of Parliament to charge for “ urgent ” telegrams, so any 
postmaster, even if the motion was passed, would be obliged to send “urgent” telegrams. But 
beyond that, he did not think the proposal was“a wise one.

After further discussion,
Hon. J. R. DICKSON could not say that he was in favour of either the motion or the 

amendment. A man might get a special train to proceed to a place—it was all a matter of paying.
Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY: Withdraw.
Hon. JOSEPH COOK hoped Mr. Jenkins would not withdraw the amendment. There 

was no parallel at all between a man paying for a special train and men, because they had the 
money, monopolising the public telegraph service. A man could only get a special train so long as 
he did not inconvenience the public using the ordinary trains. A special train could be delayed by 
an ordinary train, but the ordinary telegraph business of the country was compelled to wait until 
specially paid for “ urgent ” telegrams had passed over the wires; and that, he held, was unfair, 
making it a source of trouble, inconvenience, and annoyance.

The amendment was agreed to. (See Report of Sub-Committee, page 76.)

Telephonic Communication.
On the subject of “ Establishment of telephonic communication between the capital cities of the 

Australian Continent,”
Hon. JOSEPH COOK said that the question was one that had been raised from time to time 

by the various Chambers of Commerce. No doubt it would be a desirable thing to have a thorough
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connection by telephone between the various metropolitan centres if it could be done on a commercial 
basis. It appeared, however, that the cost would be out of proportion to the benefits derived from 
its establishment. Long distance wires were becoming the fashion, but whether the time had 
arrived for the system to be established among the colonies he was not prepared to say. It would 
be advisable to refer the matter to the heads of the departments. If the cost was shown to be 
reasonable as regarded its construction, he did not think that anyone would object to its introduction. 
He moved—

“ That the matter be referred to the Heads of Departments, with a view of ascertaining what 
the cost would be, and also information as to the possible loss to the telegraphic 
revenue.”

Hon. J. GAYAN DUFFY seconded the motion. He was not prepared to say that Victoria 
would, at first, be prepared to take part in the undertaking. If the telephonic system were adopted, 
it would, of course, destroy to a certain extent the revenue derived from the telegraph. Such 
things would progress, however, and the telephone in course of time would almost completely super
sede the telegraph. He had at times used the telephone, which extended over a long distance, and 
had found it to work well.

Hon. J. G. JENKINS supported the proposal. A great deal of information had been 
obtained in 1892, but no doubt things had very much changed since then. At the time to which he 
referred it was shown that the undertaking, if entered upon, would cause a heavy loss. He had no 
objection, however, to further information being obtained with reference to the matter.

Hon. J. It. DICKSON also approved of the subject being considered by the heads of 
departments. He agreed with the Hon. Joseph Cook that the telephonic system was bound to 
come. It was only a question of time. They must not rest content with the facilities that were at 
present enjoyed. In Queensland one of the gold-mining towns was connected with Townsville, a 
distance of 82 miles. The same wire used for the telegraph was also utilised for the telephone, and 
the results were in every way satisfactory. It would be a wise thing to refer the' matter to the 
permanent heads to report upon.

The motion was put and passed. (See Report of Sub-Committee, p; 76.f

Adjournment.

The Conference adjourned until lO'SO a.m. next day.

FRIDAY, 1st APRIL.
Papers.

The PRESIDENT laid on the table the minute of his. appointment as a Delegate to the 
Conference ; also Post and Telegraph Returns, (Tasmania).

Hon. J. G. JENKINS (South Australia) tabled the Minute of his appointment.

The Washington Conference. . ‘
In the matter of the ratification of Washington [Congress, and consideration of the various 

Conventions entered into at Washington but not signed by the Australasian Delegate;
Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY moved— .

“ That this Conference recommends to the Governments of Australasia the ratification of the 
treaty entered into at Washington at the last Universal Postal Congress. That the 
Sub-Committee of Permanent Heads be requested to report to the Conference—1st. 
On the several matters left optional by the principal treaty; 2nd. On the various 
subsidiary treaties entered into by some Administrations at Washington, but not signed 

' by the Australasian Delegate.”
In rising to move this resolution, he said he thought that in the first place he should take this 

first public occasion offered him of thanking his fellow' Postmaster-Generals for the honour and 
distinction which they conferred upon him in sending him to the Washington Congress as the 
representative of Australasia. He would never forget their having done so, and the kind manner 
in which it was done. Where every one was so kind in the matter, it would perhaps be improper 
to single out individuals ; but he could hardly pass on without mentioning the Hon. Joseph Cook, 
Postmaster-General of New South Wales, who, if he had pressed his claim to have gone to the 
Congress it could scarcely have been refused. In thanking them he would say he was especially 
proud of the Commission because he was, he believed, the first to have held a Commission for all 
the Colonies of Australasia for any purpose. On that occasion he looked upon himself in some 
respects as a forerunner of the Federation they were all hoping now to see brought about. Having 
described the gathering as a most interesting one, with representatives from every independent 
nation in the world, the picturesqueness of some of the costumes worn, such as that of the repre
sentative of Corea, the hospitality enjoyed, and the great ability many delegates displayed—though 
at the same time he felt that Australasia had occasion to be proud of its Todds and its Lambtons, 
and others whom he met at the Australasian Postal Conferences—the speaker said : The result of
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the labours of the representatives at the Congress was now before them. He hoped that they 
would ratify the treaty which he had had the honour of signing on behalf of Australasia. The 
treaties themselves had only just reached the Colonies, and the English translations had not yet 
arrived. He had taken out all the changes made by the last Congress in the treaty of Vienna, by 
which they were formerly bound. These changes had been printed (see page 43), but he realised 
that it would be hard to follow them without having the full context of the Convention itself before 
them. At these meetings of postal matters a great amount of minor detail had to be considered. 
He desired to call attention to the second part of his motion. It struck him when at Washington 
that it would be better if they were furnished with all information about the subsidiary treaties. 
It would be well to be furnished with those treaties in order to consider them at leisure to see if they 
would not be of advantage to the Colony on the whole. Although nothing might be done in the matter 
for a year.or two, he desired to draw attention to them with a view to having them dealt with at the next 
Conference. There might be in the treaties some advantage worthy of adoption. The treaty also 
contained several clauses making it optional to do certain things if it were possible to do so. He 
understood that all the optional points that were in the old treaty of Vienna had been carefully 
considered. A matter that had been introduced of somewhat minor importance was the colour of 
stamps. He was not sure that they need trouble themselves about that, because if federation were 
brought about it would put postal matters in Australia on a different footing. Before he left 
Washington he had sent a short report to the various administrations which he represented which 
he thought contained pretty well the gist of the matter. In accordance with instructions he twice 
brought before the Congress the question of prohibiting the carriage in the mails of indecent and 
obscene literature. He regretted to say that his motion was both times lost by a majority of four 
votes ; not that the majority approved of the matter, but that they were afraid of establishing what 
might be a censorship of the post offices. A material matter in which the treaty of Washington 
made a change, from the former treaty was on the question of transit rates and the taking of statistics. 
By a large majority a motion had been carried reducing territorial and maritime transit rates. It 
was decided that the statistics should not be taken afresh before the meeting of the next Congress, 
which would meet at Rome in about five or six years hence, but were to be calculated on the last 
statistics taken in ISOfi. In other respects it went without saying the treaty at Washington was 
certainly a benefit to all the countries within the postal union, and a great deal of care had been 
taken and skill displayed in remedying the defects of the former treaty, and putting the whole 
business of the union on a better and surer basis.

The PRESIDENT said it was understood the second portion of the motion dealing with the 
reference to the permanent heads was to be taken first.

Hon. J. R. DICKSON rose to second the motion, and, referring to Mr. Duffy’s interesting 
speech, said that gentleman had justified the wisdom of selection made in him as the representative 
of Australasia. In Queensland the Postal Department had but just come into possession of the 
very bulky tome containing a report of the Conference, and the heads of departments could not yet 
be fully conversant with the bearing of the various proposed changes, and it was therefore very 
desirable a report should be obtained from them before they recommended the Governments of 
Australasia to ratify the treaty as a whole. The press reports of the Washington Conference had 
been very meagre— '

Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY: Yes, we had great difficulty with the American press. One 
day we would be referred to as snobs, and another as puppets of European kings. (Laughter.)

Hon. JOSEPH COOK supported the motion, and thought it very necessary the permanent 
heads should report as to how the proposals would affect the colonies. Some very serious alterations 
were proposed in respect to territorial and maritime transit rates that would'affect the British 
Empire much more than any other people in the world, for the simple reason that Great Britain 
had such a preponderance of the traffic of the world, and it would be well for the permanent heads 
to let them know what these alterations would mean even to these colonies. The reductions, it was 
true, were proposed on a sliding scale over a term of years, but at the present time they did not 
know what the probable effect would be.

Hon. J. G. JENKINS supported the motion, and, after remarks highly complimentary to 
Mr. Duffy, agreed with Mr. Cook that the proposed changes in territorial transit rates was a matter 
needing careful consideration by the permanent heads before unqualified approval was expressed.
. Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY, closing the debate, considered the transit rate question a most 
important one, and this had been a subject of the greatest controversy at the Washington Congress, 
the result being in reality a compromise between the views of the German representative on the one 
side, and the English and Colonial on the other. He himself had got a little more heated than he 
need have done during those discussions, which were in French, and had intimated that, though 
signing the treaty, if the fact proved that the loss involved was greater than the Colonies could 
reasonably bear,, advantage would have to be taken of a clause allowing any State to withdraw from 
the Union. This extreme measure he did not, however, anticipate would be necessary.

The second part of the motion was put and passed. (See Report of Sub-Committee, p. 75.)
Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY moved that the first part of the original motion be discharged, 

and made an order for next day.
The motion was agreed to.
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Hon. JOSEPH-COOK moved:—

“ That this Conference hereby records its appreciation of the zealous and able manner in 
which Hon. J. Gavan Duffy, Postmaster-General of Victoria, discharged the duty of 
representing Australasia at the Washington Postal Conference.”

Hon. J. R. DICKSON seconded, and the motion was passed.
Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY thanked the Conference in suitable terms. He was pleased to 

say that it had come to him from outside sources that his efforts at the Congress were not altoo-ether 
unsuccessful. (Hear, hear.) *

Report of Permanent Heads of Departments.

The Report of the Sub-Committee of Heads of Departments on the subjects submitted to 
them was next considered, most of the recommendations being agreed to. (See Minutes of Pro
ceedings, pp. 18(to 40.)

_ Queensland Mail Service.
The Sub-Committee reported :—

“It is admitted that the present railway arrangements are extremely inconvenient to 
Queensland in regard to the connection of the English mails at Sydney. If any 
arrangement could be made by which the Commissioners of these two Colonies could 
arrange for a train to leave Brisbane about F30 p.m. on Monday, to arrive at Sydney 
at 5 p.m. next day, this would enable the Queensland public to post up to noon on 
Monday, instead of the business people having practically to close their correspondence 
on Saturday evening.” r

Hon J. R. DICKSON explained that lately the Queensland train service had been extended 
considerably north of Brisbane, and under the new arrangements places which formerly received 
mail matter by steamer now were supplied by train. He was looking forward to the time when 
some general action would be taken in the direction of a tidal or mail train running through the 
whoie of the mainland. He knew that even the step now suggested would mean expense but it 
was justifiable, and they must face it on a fair basis. ’

Hon T. GAVAN DUFFY thought it the duty of the Conference to try and help Queens
land in this direction, and while believing in the idea of facilitating arrangements between 
Queensland and New South Wales, was still more in favour of Mr. Dickson’s contention that the 
time had come that the Colonies should have a postal train going through the whole continent 
so that every colonist who wished to send a letter by mail should be able to do so at the earliest 
possible moment. (Hear, hear.)
■ v J-. appreciated the suggestion of the permanent heads, but he was
inclined to think it would be better to withdraw in favour of any-arrangement that could be made 
for a special mail train. He saw no reason why an arrangement should not be made for a special 
mail train to run once a week from Brisbane direct to Adelaide. Of course it would involve a 
change of gauge and transfer of mails: but instead of a delay of several hours in Sydney and 
Melbourne the tram might be accelerated to arrive in Adelaide without any special delay. The 
Colonies despatching their mails by such a train would all benefit by the expedition, even Tasmania. 
A rapid mail train from Brisbane right through to Adelaide would carry many passengers who 
could not, perhaps, be carried otherwise. He would suggest that this matter be referred to the 
Railway Commissioners of the whole of the Colonies.

Hon. JOSEPH COOK sympathised very much with Queensland, and if that Colony could 
be helped m the matter he would like to see it done. Such a mail train would be very desirable 
but the difficulty was the enormous cost. As the result of repeated conversations with Commis
sioners on this very point, it was found that a special mail train per week between Brisbane and

oLW°Trd ,C0^, f5000 a year’ and t0 run one through to Adelaide would cost £10,000 to 
x m , Lt the Colonies would agree to incur that cost something might be done in that direction 
It would be an admirable thing to have such a train not only as an express for mails, but also for 
passengers, and as an additional facility for travelling. He would like to see it, but felt justified in 
saying that £10,000 was too much to pay for it. The service of such a train would relieve the 
clerks of Sunday work, just as the previous change.had relieved them in Sydney, and which was 
much appreciated. J

The Report was agreed to.
Special Trains.

On the question of a special train in the event of mail steamers reaching Largs Bay on Satur
days and Sundays, the permanent heads reported as follows:—“ As bearing upon the English mail 
train service, and considering the likelihood under the present contract of the steamers frequently 
reaching Largs Bay on Saturday and Sunday, we have considered the question of making some 
provision for forwarding these mails on to their destination by special trains, and thus avoiding the 
great delay which would be otherwise unavoidable. A memorandum showing possibilities in regard 
to special trains is appended, and we recommend that the question therein set forth be remitted for 
the favourable consideration of the Colonies concerned.”

Agreed to.
The Conference adjourned until 10 a.m. next day.
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SATURDAY, 2nd APRIL. •

Papers.

Hon. J. G. JENKINS tabled Statistics of the South Australian Post and Telegraph 
Department for 1897. ■ . .

Report of Sub-Committee.

The Conference continued consideration of the Report of the Sub-Committee of Per
manent Heads.

On the question of intercolonial telegraph rates, resolution of Conference of Chambers of 
Commerce re intercolonial telegraph charges, reduction of New South Wales telegraph rates, and 
alteration in mode of charging on inland and intercolonial telegrams ;

The Permanent Heads Committee presented, a lengthy report explaining the position. The 
question of reducing the rates—2s. for the first 10 words, and” 2<L each additional word on telegrams 
between New South Wales and Queensland, has been under consideration on several occasions. 
They concluded :—

“ We are still of opinion that any re-arrangement of charges should be on the basis of 
charging for every word, whether in addresses or text. This is the international 

. ' principle. We would also respectfully point out that the present rates appear very
reasonable when the great distances covered and the small population are taken into 
consideration. They compare very favourably with those obtaining in Europe. ’

On the motion of the Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY, the Report was considered in Committee.
Upon the Conference resuming,
The PRESIDENT read the following formulated Resolution that had been drawn up:—

“ That this Conference regrets that owing to the financial losses involved, the question of a 
general reduction in the prices of Intercolonial telegrams must stand over for the 
present, and makes no suggestion on the question of limitation of addresses.’

Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY would like to add to that Resolution, that it was suggested that 
the Post Office Departments of New South Wales and Queensland might make an arrangement 
between themselves as regards the telegrams passing between those two Colonies. He moved that 
the following be the words added :—

“But it is suggested that the Governments of New South Wales and Queensland should 
- arrange between themselves as to the limitation of words and addresses.’

Hon. J. G. JENKINS seconded.
Hon. J. R. DICKSON, before the motion was put, wished to say, for the purpose of 

recording the position he occupied, that his Colony desired that a closer arrangement should be 
made not only between New South W ales and Queensland, but also with the other Colonies. In 
the meantime he had moved in Committee a Resolution for the purpose of re-approaching New 
South Wales. It was as follows :— ■

“ That any re-arrangement in charging may be on the basis either of charging tor every 
word, whether in addresses or text, such being the International principle, or of allowing 
the address and signature to the number of 12 words to be sent free.

The Government he represented would be quite prepared to enter into an arrangement with New 
South Wales on the basis of that between New South Wales and Victoria, subject only to 
restrictions being placed on the number of words in the addresses. His Government was prepared 
to join New South Wales in a .tariff of 10 words for Is. text, and allow either 10 or 12 words for 
address and signature. He wished that to be understood, so that the fact might be recorded that 
he had done all he could to make a satisfactory arrangement as between New South Wales and 
Queensland. He hoped negotiations to that effect would be successful. There was a strong feeling 
in his Government in favour of adhering to the principle of the International Bureau. Queensland 
might enforce her own, system within her own territory, but did not like the idea of telegrams 
coming from New South Wales being surcharged across the border.

Hon. JOSEPH COOK said it seemed to him that what Mr. Dickson had said went a long
way towards what was desired. When he (Mr. Cook) returned to Sydney he would have the 
whole question of the average number of words in signatures and addresses connected with messages 
travelling between New South Wales and Queensland looked into, and unless he found some very 
violent reasons he would be glad to fall in with Mr. Dickson s wishes. On the other hand, he 
hoped that if he found New.South Whales telegrams were not passing the limit, Mr. Dickson would 
take a common-sense view of the matter.

The Resolution was then passed.
Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY moved—

“That the Motion introduced by Hon. J. R. Dickson in Committee, but which was not 
seconded, be placed upon the Records.”

Hon. J. G. JENKINS seconded, and the motion was agreed to.
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Share-dealing by Telegraph Operators. ‘

Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY said, with reference to share-dealing by employees, that in 
Victoria any telegraph employee dealing in shares was dismissed, but the public ought to know 
why. Telegrams respecting shares had been used f >r personal purposes.

Hon. J. G. JENKINS : Do you allow them- to deal in sharesvas an investment?
Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY: No. I move—

“ That in the opinion of this Conference telegraph employees should be absolutely prohibited 
' from speculating in shares.”

Hon. J. G. JENKINS seconded the Resolution. But it was a question where speculation began. 
In South Australia it was discovered that operators dealt in telegrams respecting shares, and gave 
information of their contents to other people. The department held an inquiry into the matter, 
which resulted in the loss of some of their most able officers. Wherever they could suppress 
dealing or speculating in shares by telegraph employees they should do so. ,

The Resolution was carried. .; ■

Ratification of Washington Treaty.
Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY moved— . , , ,.

“That this Conference recommend to the Governments of Australasia the ratification of the 
treaty entered into at Washington at the last Universal Postal Congress.”-

He said : After reading the very able report of the Permanent Heads, especially considering the 
limited time at their disposal, regarding the various points in connection with the treaty, he thought 
the Conference could fairly recommend that it be ratified. (Hear, hear.) .

Hon. J. G. JENKINS seconded, and said it had been made evident by the reports of the 
Permanent Heads that the material alterations suggested were profitable ones as far as the 
Australasian Colonies were concerned. ■ 1

The motion was agreed to. .
The Conference then adjourned until 10-30 a.m. on Monday.

, MONDAY, 4th APRIL. .
Canadian Three Cent's Postal Rate.

The PRESIDENT said : Before they proceeded to the business on the Agenda paper he had 
to call the attention of the Conference to a cable message that he, at their request, despatched a 
few days ago to the Postmaster-General of Canada, and to the reply which he had received by 
cable late on Sunday evening from Ottawa. The message which he despatched to Ottawa read as 
follows :—
To the Hon. the Postmaster-General, Ottawa, Canada. . ■

I am directed by the Australian Postal Conference, sitting at Hobart, to inquire if it is intended to carry out the 
proposed reduction of postage from five cents to three cents, and to inform you of the objection of Australasia to 
concur in the proposition.

It was dated April 1 ; and to it he had received the following reply :—
Canada would welcome inter-imperial uniform reduced preferential postal rates, but if that plan not approved 

of hopes she may he allowed, at her own expense, to reduce her out-going letter rate to all parts of the Empire, 
. conceding like freedom of action to all other portions of Empire. Having regard to Canada’s geographical and 

commercial position, existing postal rates constitute serious grievance. Meantime Canada has suspended all action 
pending approaching Postal Conference at London.—W. MULLOCK, Postmaster-General.

Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY moved—
“ That the cable reply from the Postmaster-General of Canada be received, and that the 

Conference resolve into Committee to consider the same.”
He understood that the Postal Conference now sitting in London required to know what Australasia 
was going to do in the matter. It would therefore be necessary to formulate the objections of this 
Conference to Canada’s proposals.

Hon. J. G. JENKINS seconded, and the motion was agreed to, and the Conference resolved 
into Committee. ’ ’

The Committee, after deliberation, submitted the following Report to the Conference :—
“ That the various Agents-General delegates to the Postal Conference in London be 

instructed to oppose the proposal to reduce the rate of postage to all parts of the 
British Empire from 2|<f. per |oz. to 2d., and also the Canadian proposal to reduce her 
outgoing rate from'5c. per §oz. to 3c. per loz., for the following reasons:—(1.) The 
present rate is not an unreasonably high one, having in view the large cost to the 
colonies involved in the maintenance of the present means of postal communication 
with the various portions of the Empire. (2A Because of the anomaly which would 
be created by carrying letters 14,000 miles for the same rate as now charged for delivery
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within the limits of the town where posted. Regarding the proposal of Canada, to 
reduce her outgoing postage, this Conference is strongly of opinion that no reduction 
should take place which would be a departure from the present uniform rate, for the 
following reason, inter alia :—At present a charge of 2d. per ^oz. is made in Australia 
for the carriage of letters to however small a distance, while the Canadian proposal 
would involve the carrying of letters over the same routes at a greatly reduced^ cost. 
This would, in the opinion of the Conference, lead'to confusion and dissatisfaction.”

On the motion of the Hon. JOSEPH COOK the Report was adopted. .
Hon. J. GAYAN DUFFY moved that the following reply be sent to the Pdstmaster- 

General of Ottawa:—
“ It is satisfactory to learn that your contemplated action re postage rates is postponed 

pending London Conference.”
The motion was put and passed.
It was agreed, on the motion of the Hon. J. G. JENKINS, that a copy of the Resoluti011 

should be despatched to the Premiers of the different colonies.

Alterations in Postal and Telegraph Rates.

Hon. J. G. JENKINS moved—
“ That this Conference recommends to the Governments of Australasia that no alteration in 

international postal or telegraphic rates be made without the colony proposing to make 
such alterations advising the.other colonies and endeavouring to arrange for uniformity 
of action.”

It was not necessary for him to make any lengthy explanation, as the meaning was patent to all 
members, excepting to say that in the past, in one or two instances, there had been some alterations 
made in one of the colonies in postal rates either in newspapers or letters, and they in South 
Australia thought it would be better—and he was sure the other members of the Conference would 
agree—that before any alterations, even of a trifling character, were carried out by the Postal and 
Telegraph Department of a colony, the same departments in the other colonies should be advised, 
so as to secure as far as possible uniformity throughout all the colonies. He especially referred to 
intercolonial postage. As to local alteration it would not so much matter.

Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY seconded the motion. The observance of such a resolution 
would be most useful on the part of all the postal administrations of Australasia. Even over 
any slight change in the intercolonial postal and telegraph arrangements, the departments of the 
different colonies should first consult one with the other, so that all objections might be fairly 
considered and got rid of. He had much pleasure in seconding the motion.

Motion put and passed.

Telegraphic—Alternative Cable Route.
Hon. J. GAYAN DUFFY explained that Mr. Warren was present, and had received a 

reply from the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company to place before the Conference. He 
moved :—

“ That the Conference resolve itself into a Committee to interview Mr. Warren.”
Motion was put and passed.
Upon the Conference resuming— ■ .
Hon. JOSEPH COOK obtained leave to move a Resolution without notice. He said they 

were all aware that the representatives of the other Colonies had been endeavouring during the last, 
few days to ascertain from the manager of the E. E. Telegraph Co. (Mr. Warren) on what basis 
fresh arrangements could be entered into after next year for carrying on the cable business over the 
Company’s lines. He had to express disappointment at the unsatisfactory nature of the reply 
received from the Company on the subject. Of course, Mr. Warren was only able to do what the 
Company authorised him to undertake. But with regard to the attitude of the Company, he 
thought the Conference had great reason to complain at the way they had acted. Negotiations had 
been pending with the Company during the sitting of the present Conference, and at the close of it 
they had no definite proposal from the Company, and nothing, so far as could be seen, by which 
any fresh arrangement could be entered into when the present undertaking ceased. In conducting 
the negotiations, the Conference had submitted three plain queries to be answered. If those queries 
had been answered there would have been something definite upon which to make a fresh arrange
ment. The most vague replies, however, were given to the questions that they had asked. The 
Company was asked, in the first place, what would be the cost of messages passing from the Colonies 
to England after the subsidy should expire during the next year; secondly, what would be the cost, 
assuming the subsidy was still paid to them, leaving out of count altogether the question of a 
duplicate cable. Another question asked the Company was—What would be the rate on messages, 
assuming the subsidy was paid and the Colonies entered into the Company’s proposal for the 
construction of an alternative route? The Company simply said,in reply to those queries, that they 
could make no reduction in the present rates. The reply, in fact, was one that did not justify
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consideration. The Company said that if they entered into the Cape route arrangement the price 
of Government messages would be reduced from 3.s'. Qd. to 2s. Qd. per word, and press messages 
from Is. 9c?. to Is. Qd. . There appeared to be no inclination to reduce the price of messages sent by 
the public. The Company got what concession was possible from the Government by means of a 
large subsidy, and were prepared to give the Government in return a concession amounting to about 
£2000. This amount, together with the concession that would be made to the press, would total about 
£4000 a year. Last year alone, which was a year of reduced traffic, the money collected in excess 
of the guaranteed amount was £50,000. Yet, in view of this extensive business, the Company was 
only prepared to make a reduction of about £4000. It seemed to him that such a proposal was inade
quate, in view of the large subsidies that the Company had received during the last 20 years. It was 
not sufficient to induce them to enter into any fresh arrangement. It would be a reasonable pro
posal on the part of the Company if they had said we will give the public their messages at 4s. That 
would have reduced the amount of the Company’s takings to about the guaranteed amount. After 
receiving the subsidy for 20 years the Company still wanted the subsidy, and were prepared to make 
no abatement on the present prices. The Company were disinclined to do anything except on the 
understanding that the colonies entered into the new project of an alternative route via the Cape. 
Instead of a definite plan being arrived at they were no nearer a solution of the matter than at the 
commencement of the Conference. The last response made by the Company was a very singular 
one. The telegram received by Mr. Warren stated that the Board had carefully considered the 
question in all its bearings, and, with every desire to meet the Colonies, it was found impossible to 
make any reduction in the ordinary charges. The Company said it would involve them in a loss of 
£60,000 a year. This last suggestion of theirs meant that they wanted the present receipts 
guaranteed to them, or that they required a guarantee of £45,000 more per year than was 
guaranteed three years ago. That was the plain English of the proposal. He thought, unless it 
could be shown that the cable via tbe Cape had some advantages for Australia other than from an 
absolutely strategic standpoint or the sentimental, the Empire point of view, they would not be 
justified in representing to their respective Governments that arrangements should be made on the 
basis laid down. Moreover, he did not think the Conference was in a position to make any 
arrangements with regard to the Cape Cable. That had been practically decided by the Conference 
of. Premiers, whose views had already been communicated to the Home Government. The most 
this Conference could do would be to give utterance to an expression of opinion regarding this or 
any other proposal, as they were met primarily to make business arrangements on lines determined 
by the various Governments. Since the cable project was so absolutely a matter of policy, this 
concerned the Governments, and it would be ultra vires for"the Conference to make arrangements 
with regard to a route not yet in existence. That being so, they were in the position that, since the 
Company had made no proposal with respect to fresh arrangements when the present subsidy 
expired, the delegates would have to go home without anything to recommend one way or the 
other. The Conference of Premiers had, by implication, decided that they would not subsidise this 
Cape Cable. He was aware this result had not been stated in so many words, but the Premiers had 
said they would subsidise the Pacific Cable, and had simply let the Cape proposal drop out 
altogether. A strategic scheme was paid for too dearly on the lines suggested by this Company. 
If they wanted an alternative route, it should be by means of Canada rather than the Cape. It 
seemed to him, that at the bottom of all this agitation was the feeling that the present rates were 
too high for the purposes of business, and the great advantage of an alternative cable under control 
of Government would be the establishment of competing rates, and the consequent gain to the 
public. He could only hope that the further negotiations which must undoubtedly take place 
would result in a more reasonable attitude on the Company’s part, and that they would still gain 
some material concession with regard to the rates given to the public by this very powerful and 
widely ramified Company. He moved :—

“ That, in the absence of any satisfactory proposal from the Eastern Extension Telegraph 
Company, and of any proposal at all except on the basis of an alternative cable via 
Africa, this Conference is unable to make any fresh arrangements with that Company.”

Hon. J. GAVAN HUFFY seconded the morion, and reminded the Conference that in 1872 
the relations of the Company and Australia were very different, and the former had actually to go 
to the Government of South Australia to ask permission to land their cables upon the South 
Australian shores. But that pleasant state of things for the Governments and people of Australia 
had gradually undergone a change. They had spoon-fed the Company, and the more they had 
fed it the more spoon-fed they wanted to be. The first time the Government interfered .was in 1879, 
when it became necessary, on account of frequent breaks, that a duplicate cable should be laid. 
The Company came forward and said they were prepared to lay it, but would it not be nice for the 
governments to give a little subsidy. They agreed, and gave £32,400 for 20 years; in other words, 
the governments of Australia were to pay for the making of that cable, extending over 20 years, 
and no doubt secured to the colonies a good service. People, however, began to grumble at paying 
10s. or 9s. 2d. a word, and the Company were quite willing to reduce it, but suggested it would be 
nice if the governments would give a guarantee against possible loss. Well, the governments were 
willing to do some more spoon-feeding, and gave the guarantee, but business was so good that the 
guarantee practically ran itself out. Now, they had arrived at the present position. There were 
two matters which got mixed up, but which had no connection with eaclf other. The subsidy of 
£32,400 that the colonies, except Queensland, gave to the Telegraph Company was in reality the
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price for the duplicate cable; the other matter was the guarantee to the Company against the 
Company’s receipts fallinsr lower than ,£237,000 in the first place, and £227,000 in the second. 
Both the guarantee and subsidy would run out in October of next year ; so that in October, 1899, 
all parties would be at perfect liberty. If the Company liked it could, of course, take up its cable 

•and carry it away^ but he had no doubt the people and the Company would be quite able to make 
satisfactory arrangements without the governments interfering. Still, there was this peculiar feature, 
that this was the only cable communication between Australia and Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
America, and without going the extreme length he had indicated, there was no doubt the Company 
might raise their prices to such a prohibitive figure as to practically shut the colonies off from the 
outside world. That was not a position, in which the people of Australia should be placed, or 

.allowed to remain in for any length of time, and the Company ought to .be bound down on some 
terms that they should not charge those dealing with them more than a reasonable business rate. 
Failing this the colonies ought to be prepared to encourage competition, or, better still, to undertake 
rival lines themselves. That was the position that struck them all some time ago. A patriotic 
sentiment arose in Canada, and a strong desire to be linked with the Imperial Government and 
Australia. The Canadians came forward and offered to bear one-third of the cost of constructing 
a totally new line of cable across the Pacific, if Great Britain—who, by the way, he would say, had __ 
never behaved fairly to the Australian colonies in cable matters—would also pay one-third. I hat 
project was entertained very fairly, and at one time it seemed as though the line would be imme
diately constructed. But, for some reason or other, a blight had come over it, and they did not now 
hear of it. To his mind, if the Imperial Government would come forward and act more justly 
towards Australia than hitherto, and Canada would come forward and contribute her quota, as she 

.had already intimated her willingness to do, we in Australia ought to be very glad to contribute our 
quota and have an all-British line, along which all those cabling would get messages at reasonable 
rates. (Hear, hear.) There was no object to serve but to secure for the public the cheapest and 
best service they possibly could. He would now say that he favoured a Canadian-Pacific scheme. 
What they wanted to get in Australasia was cheaper communication with the old country, and if 
possible an all-British one; but at any rate they did not want to give a monopoly to any company,how- 
ever wealthy and effective that company might be. They required freetrade in telegraphy as well as 
in other matters, and as the Governments, both in Great Britain and in the Australian Colonies, had 
taken over the land lines, they should also have the oversea services as well. For these reasons he 
hoped the all-British Pacific cable scheme would come into great prominence. A new scheme had 
just dawned upon them, which they had never thought of before. The Eastern Extension Company, 
who already had a monopoly of the cable business of Australasia, agreed with the Imperial 
Government to a line by way of St. Helena, Ascension Island, the Cape and Mauritius, and so on 
to India, and then they thought it would be a grand opportunity of having an all-British line to 
Australia by extending an arm of the cable from the Mauritius to Australia. I he idea seemed to 
have struck the people as an eminently Australasian matter, whereas, as a fact, Australia was not 
interested in the line at all until it got to the Mauritius. Only from there to Australia would it give 
these Colonies an alternative route. And an unfortunate feature of the route was, that it would 
involve the taking up of the cable already existing to Roebuck Bay—there being three lines—one to 
Roebuck Bay and two to Port Darwin. If Australia joined in a cable from Perth to the Cape, 
then, under such circumstances, there would only be three lines, as at present. He saw the advan
tage of the project from strategic, imperial, and commercial points of view; but, unfortunately, the 
Eastern Extension Telegraph Company, in endeavouring to secure that route, were securing a 

, further monopoly and preventing the Pacific cable from being made. Such terms were not calcu
lated to benefit the people of these Colonies from a commercial point of view, for they wanted a 
reduction of the present charges. Australia’s subsidy ran out next year, and the company was 
naturally anxious to continue to receive a comfortable sum annually ; but if Australia was to con
tinue to. fund £32,000 a year, even if they got the new route via, the Cape provided, the game 
would not be worth the candle unless the charges were reduced. (Hear, hear.) That opinion had 
already been voiced at the recent meeting of the Premiers in Melbourne, and he could not, 
therefore, see how this Conference could arrive at a difterent conclusion. It would he preferable to 
break the monopoly by having the all-British Pacific cable, via Canada, and the Company should 
not have the monopoly and the power to prevent it. If the Company would agree to a more 
reasonable business rate, he would then be prepared to consider a fresh agreement with considerable 
favour. (Hear, hear.)

Hon. J. R. DICKSON regarded it as a matter for very great regret that the Eastern 
Extension Telegraph Company had not placed the Conference in possession of fuller information, or 
■submitted such proposals as would have enabled the Conference to deal with the matter before they 
separated. He would say at once that, as far as Queensland was concerned, the Pacific cable route 
was that which was of primary consideration to her ; hut at the same time he would have been 
glad to consider any reasonable proposal the E. E. Company might have been prepared to make 
in regard to the duplication of their line. Had their proposals been of such a character as would 
mean giving the public cheaper cable rates, he would have been prepared to recommend his 
Government to consider the same favourably. Though Queensland dissented over the subsidy, she 
had come in over the guarantee.

Hon. J. GAVAN#DUFFY: When there was nothing to pay.
Hon. JOSEPH COOK: Absolutely nothing. (Hear, hear.)
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Hon- J- K. DICKSON : Well, we would have been prepared to discharge any liabilitv that 
might have arisen. (Laughter.) He hoped the public would clearly understand the position. It 
was that up to the present the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company expected a continuance of 
the subsidy already paid for 10 years more, and that without any reduction whatever in the cable 
rates (excepting some proposed minor reductions to the press and Government business), and that 
in tace ot the fact that the business had been continually increasing, and would doubtless continue to 
increase in the course of the next 10 years. The Company should be prepared to submit ^better 
terms, or permit some other means of communication by cable which would give these Colonies the 
advantages they ought to possess. He looked upon the proposed cable from the Mauritius as 
actually detrimental. It seemed that a cable via the Cape to the Mauritius was a matter that the 

mperial authorities had approved of, and that its construction to that‘point had already been 
eciaed upon on account, of its strategic advantages. The extension of that line to Australia (as 

well as to India) was what the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company had submitted for the 
consideration of this Conference, and to his mind it did not offer the advantages of duplication 
which the Pacific cable route would afford. But whether it would furnish a duplication or not if 
it would confer upon the people of these Colonies cheaper cable communication he would ’be 
prepared to say that Queensland would join her sister Colonies in fairly considering it He 
said that much because he recognised that although the Company had made a considerable amount 
ot money out of their cable communication with Australia, they had furnished a .very beneficial 
service between Australia and the rest of the civilised world. It was, undoubtedly, a company with 
strength and power, and fully capable of undertaking any increased cable accommodation financially 
and having the plant to carry out such undertakings without unnecessary delay. If, therefore’ 
they were able to meet the Conference with cheaper rates, he thought the Eastern Extension 
Company deserved consideration. Mr. Warren had been most attentive and courteous in the 
matter of these negotiations, and was to be absolutely excluded from all blame, for he had doubtless 
done his part in seeking to obtain for the Conference the information desired.

Hon. J. G. JENKINS joined with the other speakers in regretting that they-were unable 
to come to some arrangement, either in the way of a renewal or some other arrangement.with 
the Company He would have been pleased if Mr. Warren had been able to place before them 
some proposal to reduce the charges to the public, irrespective of any line from the Cape It ■ was 
to be deplored that some arrangement could not be entered into with the Company for a number of 
years irrespective of any other line. There was nothing to be feared,.however, although there 
would be some delay. It might appear as if they were placed in the power of the Company bv 
tailing to enter into some arrangement. It was very likely that within a few months’ time they 
would be able to speak to the Company as a National Australasia, and then fresh negotiations 
might be opened up. Ihere was no danger of excessive charges being made on the public in 
tutuie. Excessive charges would only bring into existence early competition.

Hon. JOSEPH COOK wished to refer to a statement that had been made by the Hon J 
Gavan Duffy with regard to the construction of the Cape cable. ‘It had already been decided .to 
i^nnAAUCt-i 6 c, 6 fr°m Mauritius, irrespective of any connection with Australia. Out of the
14,000 miles to be constructed nia the Cape route, 10,000 miles had already been .decided .upon 
iherefore, whether they agreed to any subsidy or not, that part of the cable had to be constructed, 
and, perhaps, the cable would be taken from Maaritius to India. The onlv .part of connection 
they were directly interested in was from the Colonies to Mauritius That was about 4000 miles 
It was always represented by the Company that the cost would' be £2,700,000. .The great point 
to be considered was that the Colonies were interested in a small modicum of that sum, and that 
was a feature he would like the public to thoroughly understand.

Motion put and passed. .
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Hon. J. B,. DICKSON said the matter of maintaining communication with the outside 
world was considered one of primary importance in Queensland. They believed that by the con
struction ot a Pacifac cable via Vancouver, communication would not onlv be obtained with the 
gieat districts of the Dominion, but it would also enable them to introduce a cheaper system of 
telegraphic communication than was likely to be obtained from any private company. It would 
have the advantage of destroying a monopoly, which at present was certainly not tending to reduce 
tec arges commensurate with public business, and would also answer requirements until the time 
arrived when the Governments of Australasia, the Dominion, and Great Britain, acting in concert 
could^construct a line connecting the different portions ofWhe Empire. The Premiers of the 
colonies had met from time to time to consider the question, and no later than this year the Com
mittee made a recommendation on the subject. Therefore the question of communication had 
never been lost sight of. As the hour was getting late he would not detain them any longer but move— j & > >•

1 hat this Conference re-affirms the opinion that, in the interests of Australasia the Pacific 
cable project should be consummated as speedily as practicable, and that the Govern
ments of the various Australasian colonies he requested to represent to the Imperial 
and Dominion Governments the foregoing opinion, together with the proposal of the 
1 remiCTS, as agreed to at their recent Conference held in Melbourne, viz.‘ That if 
Great Britain and Canada would each contribute one-third of the cost, the Colonies 
would be .prepared to contribute the remaining one-third.’”

Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY seconded the Resolution.
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Hon J G JENKINS explained that he did not wish to act out of harmony with the other

colonies.'* He recognised the important fact that between South Australia and West Australia a
considerable amount of telegraphic business was conducted, and at the Premiers’ Conference recently 
held the Premiers of West Australia and South Australia refrained from voting on a similar 
resolution that was proposed. In his opinion he could not do better than follow their example, and, 
while not opposing the motion, he would refrain from voting in support of it.

Motion put and passed.
The Overland Wire.

Hon. J. R. DICKSON said this was a matter which more particularly affected the working 
of the overland line between Adelaide and Port Darwin, and doubtless would afford an opportunity 
to the South Australian representatives to say something concerning the repeated faults whicti 
appeared to exist on that line. Queensland, however, had a direct interest m the South Australian 
overland line, inasmuch as she had extended her telegraph system to her western border and was 
desirous that South Australia should connect therewith from Alice Springs, Reid s Creek, or such 
other point as would be most convenient to effect such connection. He moved

“That the question in reference to the overland telegraph wires between South Australia and 
Queensland be referred to the Governments of those two colonies.”

Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY seconded, and said in his opinion this matter of land-lines was 
of as great importance as that of the marine cables. The great complaint in West Australia, as m 
Tasmania, was that the land-lines were continually breaking down. Ihe land-lme crossed South 
Australia, traversing some hundreds of miles through desert country, and was continually breaking 
down one way or another. What they wanted was that the line between the Capitals ot 
Australia should be put in such a state as to render regular and efficient service. He gave 
the South Australian Government great credit for the Adelaide-Port Darwin line, but then 
they had paid handsomely for it, and the least they had a right to expect in return was that 
it should be kept in efficient order. Beside that, they had the cable to Roebuck Bay, but 
could not make use of it, because as soon as the floods came the land-line was washed away, so that 
there was no efficient service in West Australia. What they really wanted m regard to Roebuck 
Bay was a new land-line service through West Australia, not touching the sea coast at all, put 
running inland, where it was not so liable to damage as was a line skirting the coast He hoped 
the Conference would be able to make a suggestion to the Colonies of V est Australia, booth 
Australia, and Queensland, by which the existing state of affairs could be remedied.

Hon JOSEPH COOK said something would have to be done as far as New South Wales 
was concerned, for the simple reason that things could not go on as they were at present Business 
was disarranged, and had been for months past, and the great delays caused by land-line inter
ruptions rendered the marine cable of little use. From a list of delays from December 9 1897, to 
March 8 1898, he found no less than 38 specific delays in the cable business. It had become 
quite a frequent thing to hear of interruptions. Last year there were over 60, but every month 
they were getting more frequent, and the statement at the head of newspaper columns that the 
cable was interrupted had become so monotonous and so provocative of bad language and loss of 
business and money, that it was imperative something must be done. They were all disposed to 
blame the Cable Company, and when, through the breaking down of the land-line, interruptions 
took place, people worried Mr. Warren, Manager of the Eastern Extension telegraph Company, 
although he assured them that not a single interruption had taken place on his line for years past. 
Whatever had been said about the obligations of the Eastern Extension Company applied equally 
to the South Australia land-line. Their receipts were from £10,000 to £12,000 a year more than 
the amount the Colonies guaranteed three years ago, and he thought, as their receipts were swelling 
so enormously, they might spend a few thousands in putting this line in repair. He was sure, it 
thev duplicated the line all through, it could be done for £150,000, and the losses through these 
interruptions would be equal to interest on £300,000. He did not hesitate to say the agitation in 
favour of the Pacific cable was greatly strengthened by the interruptions, the fault of the land
lines • but though they would not have anything to do with the Pacific cable, they sat quietly down 
while'they had it in their own hands to remedy all this, and to make people positively love the 
Eastern Extension Company by attending to the laud-line, the source of the mischief. Delays 
during the last six months had averaged eight or nine days per month, meaning immense loss to 
the business public. There was an abs&lute feeling of irritation and disappointment in Sydney and 
throughout the whole mercantile community of New South Wales through these vexatious defects 
in the land-line.

Hon. J. G. JENKINS said some years ago he had had the pleasure of listening to a lecture 
delivered by the Rev. Joseph Cook of Boston ; just now he had had another all to himself by the 
Hon. Joseph Cook. (Laughter.) ‘

Hon. J. GAVAN DUFFY: No. Only a simple relation of facts.
Hon. J. G. JENKINS: Well, he had been glad to listen, because it showed necessity for 

careful inquiry into the wffiole subject. The statements made by Mr. Cook might be perfectly true 
as regarded the number of breaks, yet not correct as applied to South Australia and West Australia. 
During the last 14 years, according to their statistical records, there had been only 67 breaks on the 
overland route to Port Darwin,



■ , Hon. JOSEPH COOK : The hou. member says “ breaks/'not “ interruptions/’ . -
Hon. J G. JENKINS : No; interruptions. In 1897 the returns showed that the breaks in 

the^overiand line between Adelaide and Port Darwin were only four. If -1,000 messages had to be 
sent through, and New South Wales had to wait, that would be delay, but hot an interruption He 
read a list of items of breakages in the line which had taken place in 1897. The South Australian 
Government recognised that they had had a very good return for the line they had constructed : but 
they had already expended within their own territory over £100,000, and had provided for another 
expenditure of £30,000 to put the same in better repair. As to their line from Port Darwin, nearly 
all the interruptions were caused by floods and hurricanes ; and it was proposed by the South 
Australian Government to construct a double line, as they were advised that such would avoid many 
of the present interruptions and breakages, being most anxious to get over these interruptions. 
His Government recognised the friendly spirit displayed by the other Colonies, and felt that if South 
Australia went to a large expense in duplicating the line or adopting an alternative route in the 
worst places, the other Colonies would not hesitate to compensate them for their enterprise. Ho 
would say, without binding the other Colonies, whilst trusting to their support, the South Australian 
Government had agreed to incur an expenditure of £50,000 to £60,000 to duplicate the wire to 
Port Darwm at places that were-so dangerous, and when that was done, and the other Colonies had 
duplicate lines through their territories also, duplicate messages would be sent direct from Port 
JJarwm to Melbourne and Sydney without re-transmissio'n.

Hon. JOSEPH. COOK : When will that be done ?
Hon. J. G. JENKINS : I cannot say exactly. Sir Charles Todd tells me that everything is 

ready to send for the material. If that is the case we should have the line duplicated durino-the 
present year. r &

Hon. JOSEPH COOK : What about the other arrangement about duplexing ?
Hon. J. G. JENKINS : The duplexing could be done at once.
Sir CHARGES TODD : The duplex will be working both ways in the same manner within 

the next two months.
Hon. JOSEPH COOK: We expect to have our line completed to Deniliquin in about six 

months. ^
Sir CHARLES TODD explained that frequently hours of delay between Adelaide and 

bydney arose through the pressure on one line. ’
Motion put and passed.
Hon. JOSEPH COOK moved—

“ T3:n® Conference has heard with satisfaction from the Representative of South Australia of 
the intention of his Government to take immediate steps for the improvement of the 
overiand telegraph line, and urges him to impress upon his Government to lose no time 
m eliecting the improvements suggested, and hoping the West Australian Government 
will take similar steps with regard to their overland line.'”

1, HY sec™ded- He was sure tlie.ytacl a11 heard with great satisfaction 
what the Hon the Minister from South Australia had stated. No doubt his Government, having 
put their hands to the plough, would not look back, but carry the work through, so that the 
complaints now made m Melbourne and Sydney would not continue. He was sorry Western 
Australia was not represented at the Conference ; but they trusted she would take similar steps in 
her tenitory, and thus secure an effective service right over the continent.

Motion put and passed.

Thanhs.

Hon. JOSEPH COOK said that as the business of the Conference was completed, he had 
several votes of thanks to move. In the first place, he wished to move a cordial vote of thanks to 
the President for the courtesy, urbanity, and wisdom with which he had guided their deliberations.

Hon. J G. JENKINS seconded the motion. He wished to endorse all that had been said 
regarding the capable manner in which the President had discharged his duties. It would not be 
out of place if lie paid a tribute to tbe hospitality of the Tasmanian people.

Hon. J. R. DICKSON heartily concurred in what had been said by the previous speakers.
Hon. J. GAVAN DUPEY said he believed that the business had been conducted with all 

necessary decorum.
The motion was unanimously agreed to.
The PRESIDENT, in thanking them for the vote that had been passed, said it was a 

pleasure to meet the representatives from the other Colonies. That Conference might possibly be 
their last one, but against that one regret there would be, he hoped, the lasting pleasure of the 
consummation of Federation, the great destiny that they were all looking forward to, when the 
L/Oiomes would be one m commerce, with one postage-stamp.
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Hon. JOSEPH COOK proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. T. 0. Just, who had so ably filled 
the office of Secretary at several Conferences.

The motion was supported by the Hons. J. G-. Duffy, J. R. Dickson, and J. G. Jenkins, and 
carried.

Mr. JUST acknowledged the compliment.
A vote of thanks to the Press and the Secretary of the Hobart Post Office (Mr. H. Y. Bayly) 

was next proposed by the Hon. JOSEPH COOK.
Hon. J. G. JENKINS seconded the motion. He felt sure that the Press had given the 

public a clear idea of their deliberations.
The other members of the Conference also spoke in support of the Resolution.
The motion was then put and agreed to.
This concluded the business of the Conference.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

POLICE DEPARTMENT.
(REPORT FOR YEAR 1S97.)

Printed under No. 1 Report from Printing Committee, 30 June, 1898.

Sir,
The Inspector-General of Police to The Principal Under Secretary. •

Police Department, Inspector-General’s Office, Sydney, 7 January, 1898.
'. T i. compLance with the Chief Secretary’s instructions, and as required bv the Police Regula
tions, 1 have the honor to submit the following Report for the year 1897, respecting the Department under 
my control, accompanied by a statement, as usually furnished, of the strength and distribution of the 
Police Force on the 31st December.

New stations have been formed during the year at the places named hereunder 

Metropolitan District 

Northern District

Southern District 
Eastern District... 
Western District

Bourke District ... 
South-western District 
Murray District .

f Longueville 
\ Wahroonga. 
f Mullumbimby.
( North Lismore. 
f Cathcart.
( Central Tilba.

Bundanoon. • 
f Capertee.
X Tomingley. 
f Bobadah.
X Comborah.

Pinley. 
f Lockhart.
( Walla Walla.

Police-camps have been formed on the Hilltop-Exeter, Orange-Mullion Creek, and Frampton 
Railway deviation works, and at the Robertson-Macquarie Pass Public Road works. A constable has 
also been sent to Henty, m the Murray District, for duty during harvesting.
■ police have been stationed at Cobar and Brewarrina in the Bourke District and Barraba
m the North-western District; also at Walbundrie, Murray District, during the shearing season. A slight 
increase has also been made in the strength of the Force in the Metropolitan District.

The stations at the following places were discontinued during the year:— .
Northern District ......................................................... Brunswick.

(Narooma.
Southern District ......................................................... ) M’Mahon’s Reef.

. (. Bibbenluke.
Bourke District.................................................................... Grawin.
South-western District......................................................... Round Hill.

{Gerogery.
Tooma.Murray District...

To provide for the increase shown, and to fill vacancies occasioned as under, 107 appointments 
have been made during the year:—

Resignations ... ... ... ... ___ 25
Discharges... 
Dismissals ... 
Superannuations 
Deaths ...

17
2

22
19

Eight police pensioners died in 1897 who had been in receipt of pensions amounting in the 
aggregate to £859 5s. 5d. per annum. , ^ &

® ^ ■ Twenty-two
[735 copies—Approximate Cost of Printing S.L. (labour and material), £5 15s.]

/
(
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Twenty-two members of the Torce were superannuated during the year, ,15 receiving pensions 
at rates varying from £6S 8s. 9d. to £245 per annum, amounting in all to £2,278 7s. Id. per annum, and 
7 being granted gratuities upon their discharge, which entailed a further charge of £940 10s. upon 
the Fund.

Thirteen widows of members of the Torce were awarded gratuities from the Police Reward Pund, 
amounting in all to £2,673 13s. 4d., and two were granted pensions of £60 and £100 per annum 
respectively.

The investments of the Police Reward and Superannuation Punds having become exhausted, the 
income has been insufficient to meet the claims for pensions and gratuities. The balance required has 
been provided from the Treasury, an event probably foreseen when the Police Regulation Act of 1850 
was passed (vide section 25). Considering, however, the strain upon the funds when the present Act was 
passed in 1861, and during the period bushranging was rife, it is a matter for surprise that the Punds have 
been self-supporting for so long a time—forty-seven years—even taking into account the extra 1 per cent, 
voluntarily contributed by the members of the Porce for the past thirty years.

The following figures taken from the station watch-house records in the Metropolitan District show 
a decrease of 283 in the total number of apprehensions within that district during 1897 as compared 
with the previous year :—

Total number of arrests during 1896 ... ... ... ... ... 22,226
Do do 1897 .............................................. 21,943

There were 38 less apprehensions for drunkenness, simple or accompanied by disorderly conduct, 
than during the previous year.

As regards the Colony generally, there has been a large increase in the number of charges of 
criminal assaults on girls and women, the numbers for 1896 and the year just closed being 47 and 75 
respectively. The number of cases of murder was considerably below the average, there having been only 
6 as compared with 21 during the previous year. There have also been marked decreases in the numbers 
of cases of forgery and of horse and cattle stealing. "

Burglaries and cases of thefts from dwellings are still numerous, most of the latter being from 
premises left unprotected. The total for the year is about the usual average.

The following statement will serve to show the extent of the licensing business transacted in the 
Metropolitan District during the year :—

No Parties. Total.Refused. Withdrawn.Granted.Applications.

For new publicans’ licenses 

For Colonial wine licenses

For conditional licenses,

By landlords, under sec. 16 

For publicans’ transfers ... 

For Colonial wine transfers

At the close of the year the publicans’ licenses in existence totalled 789, the same as in 1896; 
colonial wine licenses 292, an increase of 26 ; spirit merchants licenses 104, a decrease of 5 ; billiard 
licenses 122, a decrease of 20 ; and packet licenses 21, an increase of 3.

There were 1,151 inquests held during the year on the bodies of deceased persons, a decrease of 
12 as compared with the previous year. In 84 cases death was attributable either directly or indirectly 
to intemperance.

193 inquests were held on fires, a heavy increase of 59 on the year 1896. 50 were returned as
“ wilful,” 53 as “ accidental,” and 90 not specified.

The “ missing friend ” inquiries made by the Department continue to increase. During the past 
year 533 such inquiries, including 104 from the United Kingdom and abroad, have been undertaken, 261 
resulting successfully.

Proceedings have been taken by the Police on behalf of -the Public Instruction Department in 
1,663 cases under the compulsory clauses of the Education Act, for neglect to send children to school, 
and recovery of fees, &c., and cautions issued by them in 194 cases.

■ Inquiries have also been conducted in 984 cases for the Master-ih-Lunacy, 1,228 for the State
Children’s Relief Department and Government Asylums, 324 for the Mercantile Explosives Department, 
and 460 cases on behalf of the Superintendent of the N.S.S. “Sobraon.” 560 notices were also served on 
behalf of the Land Board. .

The duties devolving upon the polbe under the Health Act, which became law on the 1st 
January, 1897, have added considerably to the work and responsibility of many members of the force, 
who have to act as local authorities and sanitary inspectors, and generally to afford assistance to the 
Board of Health in carrying out instructions for the enforcement of the Act. This work is likely to 
increase considerably in the near future.

' The
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The undermentioned works in connection with buildings have been completed during the year on 
behalf of the Department:— *

. Erection of lock-up. '
. Erection of court and watch-house.
. Erection of police barracks and stables.
. Additions to lock-up.
. Erection of court and watch-house.
. Erection of court-house and police barracks.
. Erection of lock-up.
* ff ))
* # » 15
. Erection of court-house and police barracks.
. Erection of court-house and police station.
. Erection of lock-up.

During the year a number of police have voluntarily attended courses of instruction under the 
St. John Ambulance Association. In the Metropolitan District 127 members of the Eorce hold 
ambulance certificates awarded by that institution.

It is interesting to notice the establishment of a police band. A high state of efficiency has been 
reached, largely due to the encouragement given by the Chief Secretary in authorising the payment of a 
highly competent bandmaster. '

The Police Rifle Club and the Police Swimming Club are both flourishing and doing good work in 
an important direction. Many men have also perfected themselves in the use of the bicycle.

The usual increase to the establishment has not been provided on the Estimates for the current 
financial year. It will, therefore, be impracticable to comply with the numerous applications for 
additional police or new stations.

Numerous applications are made for employment in the Police Eorce, and no difficulty is 
experienced in obtaining men up to the standard both educationally and physically. Of the 107 new 
appointments made during the year, 40 were for the Mounted and 67 for the Foot Police. The average 
height and weight of the former were 5 ft. 9-J in. and 10 st. 13 lb. respectively, and of the Foot 5 ft. Ilf in. 
and 13 st.

Resignations during 1897 were 40 below the average for the previous ten years, which, no doubt, 
is to be attributed to the scarcity of employment in other directions and the relatively high rate of pay 
received. The number of discharges was also below the average, and the fact that there were only 2 
dismissals during the year is in itself sufficient evidence to show that the conduct of the members of the 
Force has been good.

I have, &c.,
EDMUND FOSBERY,

Inspector-General of Police.

Castle Hill 
Drake ..’. 
Forbes ... 
Lismore 
Marsden’s 
Parramatta 
Sofala ... 
Tumut ..
Wee Waa 
West Maitland 
White Cliffs 
Wyalong
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Return of the Strength and Distribution of the Police Porce on the 31st December, 1897.

Districts. STATION'S.

Mounted. Foot.

Super
inten
dents.

Inspec
tors.

Sub-
inspec
tors

Senior-
ser

geants.
Ser

geants
Senior
con

stables
Con

stables
Scmor-

ser-
gcants.

1 Scr- 
1 geants

Senior
con

stables.
Con

stables.

Metropolitan.. No. 1 Head Station i 2 2
_ !

i 7 15 59
Central Station . . 2 4
Pyrmont i I 3
General Post Office.. 3
Mint i 3
Glebe Island .... ... 1 . 3
No. 2 Head Station 2 ... o 4 is 57
Glebe . . . 1 3 12
Redf ern and Darling-

ton . . . . i 2 G 22
Waterloo and Alex-

andna . i 2 10
Beaconsfield Estate ... 3
Mitchell Road 1
Irish Toivn 1
No. 3 Head Station i 1 4 3 7 57
Watson’s Bay 1
Waverley and Bondi 1 2 13
Paddington and

\V oollaina 1 2 5 18
Botany ... . 1 4
Double Bay .......... 1
Rose Bay.................. 1
Rushcutters’ Bay 1
Randwick & Coogee 1 2 7
No. 4 Head Station 1 o .3 5 28
Chiel Secietary’s

Office............... 5
Lands Office . 3
Trcasuiy ......... 3
Balmain................. i i i 5 10
Manly . . . . i 4
Government House.. 2
No. o Head Station i 2 5 6 23
Cook’s Ri\ er . i , 2
Concord . ' ... 1 i
Petersham . ' . 2 12
Leichhardt . . . | . . 3 2 9
C.inrperdou n . .. . . . 4
Ashfield ... . . i i 2 7
Enfield ............ i . . 1 . . 1
Canterbury ......... 1
Mamckviile . . i 2 12
Burwood . .. i 2 5
Erskineville .. . . 4
Kogarah . . . . . . j ... 1 2
Five Dock .............. ■ • i • 2
Stanmore .... ... t ... 1 1
Summer Hill........ ... 1 ... 4
Homebush . . .. 1
Strathfield............. | 1 2
Hurstville .............. 1 ... 1 1
Belmore.............. .. ! ... 1
Croydon ................. 2
Mortlake .............. 1
Annandale............. 1 4
Drummoyne .......... 2
St. Peters ............. i 2
Helsarmel .............. 1
Rockdale .............. 3
Peakhurst ............. 1
Arncliffe .......... 1
Dulwich Hill.......... 2
Rosedale................. 1
North Sydney ... i ’ 2 8 20
Willoughby ......... 1 3
Neutral Bay ...... i 2
Lane Cove.............. i i
Jdossman.......... i 3
Greenwich .............. 1
Narremburn . . 1
Water Police.......... i i 9 16
Longueville ......... 1
Wahroonga........... 1

Northern ...... Armidale ........ i i 4 i 6
Do West ..... 1

Ur alia..................... i 1 1
Walcha Road......... 1
Walcha ......... i 1 i
Bendemeer .... . . 1
Nowendoc............. ... 1
Guyra.................. 1 ... 1
Glen limes .............1 . . i 2 3
Kookabookra.......... . ... 1 ...»
Deep-nater....................... i
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Districts

Northern— 
continued

I

Southern

Station s. ST i1;9-
dents tors

Emmaville
lenterfield
AV ilson h Do\\ nfall
Bimdarra
Tingha
Im erell
Ashford
Hillgro\ e
MeU
(Any Faw kes 
Grafton 
‘Aouth Grafton 
AVoolgoolga 
f orimba 
Dlmana 
Biushgio\ e 
La «i cnoe 
Maclean 
Harn ood 
Ghatsw orth 
Palmer s Island 
A amba 
Copmanhurst 
Dalmoi ton 
Nymboida 
Lismore 
Casino 
Coraki 
AVoodbmn 
Bi oadu atei 
AA^ardell 
Kous 
Ballma
Murw illumbah
lumbulgum
Cudgen
Cooloon
Byron Bay
Mullumbimby
Woodenbong
Drake
North Lismore

Molmed Foot

Sub
inspec
tors

Senior
ser

grants

Ser
geants

Senior
con

stables

Con
'stables

Senior
ser

geants

Ser
geants

Senior
con

stables

1

1

1

1
1

1

1
1
1
1
1
2 
1

1

1

1

1
1

1
1
1
1
1
1

1
1

1
1
1

1
1
1

1
1
1
1
1

1

V
1

l
1
1
1

1
1

1 I

i

Con
stables

1
2

3

2
1

5

1
X
1

1

5
2
1

1

2
1

1
1

1
Goulburn
Collector
Bungonia
Marulan
Crookwell
Taralga
Yass
Gunning
Dalton
Gundaroo
Gmnmderra
Burrowa
Bmalong
Frogmore
Reid’s Flat
Pudman Creek
Wee Jasper
Rugby
Bowmng
Young
Cootamundra
Temora
Murrumburrah
Marengo
AVombat
AVallendbeen
Morangarell
Barmedinan
Bethungra
Stockmbingal
Wyalong
Reefton
Marsdens
Wollongough
Yalgognn
Harden
Frampton
Braidwood
Queanbeyan
Moruya
Araluen
Bungendore
Tarago
Bateman s Bay 
Nelhgen

1 1

1

1

2
1

1
1
I
1
1

1

3

I
1
3
1
1

1
1

1
1
I
1
1

1 1

1
1
1
1

1

1

1
1
1

1

1

1
2
1
1

1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1
1

1 2
JL
1

1

1
1 1

1
1

3 10

3
1

1
1

1
1 3

4
2 
1

4

1
2
2
3
1
1
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Districts.

Southern— 
continued.

. Eastern

Mounted. 1 Foot.

Stations. Super
inten
dents.

Inspec
tors.

Sub-
inspec
tors.

Senior-
ser

geants.

Ser
geants.

Senior-
con

stables.

Con
stables.

Senior-
ser

geants.

Ser
geants.

Senior-
con*-

stables.

Con
stables.

Central Tilba..........
Nerrigundah ..........
Cobargo ..................
Bermagui ..............
Mongarlow..............
Major’s Creek ........
Captain’s Flat ......
Emu Flat ..............
Animbo ..................
Cooma......................
Bega ......................
Bombala..................
Banbula ..................
Eden ......................
Candelo ..................
Buckley’s Crossing
Michelago ..............
Adaminaby..............
Kiandra ..................
Delegate..................
Nimitybelle ..........
Jindabyne ..............
Wolumla..................
Wyndham ..............
Bemboka..................
Towamba ..............
Berridale..................
Merhnbula..............
Cathcart.................

i
i
i
i

i
i
i i

i
i

i
i
i

i

i
i
i
i

i
1
2 
1 
1 
1
i
1
2

i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i

i

3
4 
2 
1 
1

1

Depdt ...................... 1
Parramatta....................
Granville........................
Auburn ........................
Bookwood ....................
Prospect ........................
Castle Hill....................
Dundas ..................
Ryde ......................
Hunter’s Hill..........  ,
Hornsby ..................
Gladesville..............
Peat’s Ferry ..........
Dural ......................
Woolwich ..............
Penrith ..................
St. Mary’s ..............
Rooty Hill..............
Mulgoa ..................
Emu Plains..............
Katoomba ..............
Springwood..............
Windsor..................
Wilberforce ..........
St. Alban’s..............
Richmond ..............
Richmond, North ...
Rouse Hill ..............
Wiseman’s Ferry ...
Riverstone ..............
Liverpool..................
Smithfield .............
Bankstown..............
Sutherland..............
Campbelltown ......
Appin......................
Camden ..................
Picton.....................
Berrima ..................
Moss Vale ..............
Robertson .............
Bowral ..................
Mittagong ..............
Burrawang..............
Bundanoon ..........
Wollongong ..........
Dapto......................
Fig-tree ..................
Bulli ......................
Clifton......................
Helensburgh ..........
Kiama......................
Shellharbour..........
Albion Park ..........
Gerringong..............
Jamberoo ..............
Nowra......................
Berry ......................

"i ::: i

1
i

1

"i

1

1

i
i

i

i
i

i

i

i
i

i
x
x
i
i
i
x
i
i
i
x
i
x

i
x
i
i
x

”i

i
i
i
i

i
3 15

3
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
X

1
3

1

... 1

... 2

!!! i
... i
... i

i
... i
... i
... x
"i "i
... i

"i
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Districts.

Eastern— 
continued.

Western

Bourke

Stations.

Mounted.

Super
inten
dents.

Inspec
tors.

Sub-
inspec
tors.

Senior-
ser

geants.
Ser

geants.
Senior-

con
stables.

Con
stables.

Kangaroo Valley ... i
Miiton...................... i
Ulladulla ..............
Yalwal .................. i

Bathurst.................. i i 3
Kelso ......................
Mill Town ..............
Oberon...................... i 1
Sunny Corner.......... i 1
Bydal...................... 1
Wallerawang.......... i
Lithgow .................. i 1
Hartley Vale.......... ... 1
Mount Victoria...... •... I
Hill End.................. i
Sofala ..................... i 1
VV yagdon .............. 1
Hockley .................. i 1
Burraga .................. i 1
Newbridge.............. 1
O’Connell .............. 1
Blackheath..............
Orange ..................... i i 2
East Orange ..........
Lucknow..,.............. 1
Millthorpe .............. 1
Blayney .................. i
Trunkey .................. i
Tuena ...................... i 1
Carcoar .................. i 1
Mandurama ............ 1
Mount McDonald... 1
Cowra...................... i . 1
Cargo ...................... i
Cudal ...................... 1
Molong .................. i 1
Manildra.................. 1
Woodstock.............. 1
Cumnock .............. 1
Dubbo...................... i 3
Wellington.............. i 1
Coonamble.............. i 1
Obley....................... 1
Warren .................. i 1
Dandaloo.................. i 1
Nevertire .............. 1
Narramine .............. 1
Gilgandra .............. i 1
Quambone .............. 1
Stuart Town .......... i 1
Peak Hill .............. i 1 •
Trangie .................. 1
Gulargambone ....... i
Daviesville.............. . . 1
Tomingly ............... 1
Mudgee .................. i i 2
Wollar...................... 2
Gulgong .................. i 1
Cobbora .................. i 1
Mundooran.............. i 1
Leadville .............. i
Ilford ...................... 1
Rylstone.................. i 1
Hargraves ............. i 1
Windeyer .............. 1
Coolah...................... 2
Capertee.................. 1
Forbes...................... i i 2
Condobolin.............. i 1
Grenfell .................. i 1
Goolagong .............. 1
Eugowra.................. 1
Parkes...................... i I
Alectown .............. 1
Trundle .................. 1
Warroo .................. 2
Fifield...................... 1
Bimbi ...................... 2
Canowindra .......... i 1

1 1 i
North Bourke ...... 1
Brewarrina.............. i 2
Byrock .................. i 1
Cobar ...................... i 3
Gongolgan .............. 1
Louth ...................... ... i 1

Foot.

Senior-
ser

geants.

Ser
geants.

Senior-
con

stables.

Con
stables.

i

2 3 10
i
i

i

"2

i

i
i 6

3

... ... i

2

i

i
6
2
3

2

i

... ...

2

’5'

V

i

i

"5

1
2

3

1 5

i

... 3



114

8

Dibtkicts

Bourke— 
continued

Station

Tilpa 
Enngoma 
Nymagee 
Bobadah 
Nyngan 
Cannonbai 
Coolabah 
0 n ilambone 
Yantabulla 
Barnngun 

anaai mg 
Mount Drysdale 
"YValgett 
Collai endabn 
Mogil Mogil 
Angledool 
Goodooga 
Comborah 
Tatalla 
Carmda 
Pilhga

Super
mten
dents

Inspec
tors

Sub
inspec

tors

Moumed Foot

j Senior 
, ser 
[ geants

Ser
geants

Senior
con

stables

Con
stables

Senior
ser

geants

Ser
geants

Senior
con

stables

Con
stables

1
1

1
1
1
2
2
1
1
1

1
3

2
1 1
1 2 

1
1 1 2

1 1
. 1

1 1
1 2

1 
2 
1

1 2

3

North-eastern West Maitland
East Maitland
Laigs
Paterson
Gresford
Lochmvar
Greta
Branxton
Cessnock
Ellilong
W ollombi
Morpeth
Hmton
Raymond Terrace
Clarence Town
Mulbnng
Cooranbong
A’Vyong
Gosfoid
Howe’s Valley
Dungog
Stroud
Gloucester
Copeland
Bullahdelah .
Tea Gardens
Bungwall Elat
Forster
Newcastle
Point Road
Lake Road
Wickham
Islington
Tighe’s Hill
Lambton
New Lambton
Minim
Wallsend
West Wallsend
Charlestown
Dudley .
Teralba
Swansea
Catherine Hill Bay
Stockton
Hamilton
Adamstown
Waratah
Carrington
The Glebe ,
Singleton
J erry’s Plains
Broke
Muswellbrook
Denman
Aberdeen
Scone
Stewart’s Brook
Mernwa
Kerrabee
Cassihs
Tmonee
Taree
Wmgham
Cundletow n
Coopernook

1 1
1

1 1

1

1

1

1
I
1

1

1

1

1 1 
2

1 1
1
1

1

1
1
1
1

1 1 
1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1
1
l
1
1

1

2
1
1
1
1

. 1
1

1 1
1

1 1
1

1
1
1

2 3 10
3
1

1 1

1 2 
1

1
1

2 2 3 28
2 
2

1 1
1

. I

. 2
1 
1 
3 
1

. 1
1 
1 
1 
1 
2

1 1
I 1

2
1 2
1 1
1 3

2

2
1
1

2
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Districts. Stations

North-eastern 
—continued.

North-western

South-western

Camden Haven 
Port Macquarie 
Wauchope .... 
Bellbrook . 
Kempsey 
Fredenckton . . 
Smithtown . 
Gladstone 
Arakoon .
Macksville . .. 
Nambucea Heads 
Bowiaville . .
Pemmount........
Bellingen .. . .
Tamworth . .

Do West 
Murrurundi .... 
Blaokville . . 
Gunnedah . ..
Barraba.............
Nundle .............
Manilla.............
Quirmdi ... 
Somerton . . ..
Moonbi ............
Carroll ............
Werris Creek .... 
Boggabri.
Tambar Springs
Baradine..........
Coonabarabran . 
Swamp Oak . 
Narrabri East .

Do West .. 
Wee Waa .. .
Kerramingby .. 
Moroe . ...
Moree . .
Bmgera..
Eulowrie .. ..
Wanalda .... 
Yetman. . .
Boggabilla . .
Pallamallawa . 
Garah . . . .
Burren ..........
Mungindi . .
Deniliquin
Balranald ........
Berrigan ..........
Finley .............
Jerilderie ..........
Mathoura ..........
Moama . .
Moulamein... .
Tocumwal..........
Wentworth. . .
Euston...............
Pooncarie . .. 
Tareena (Cal Lai) , 
Broken Hill .. ,

Do North.. 
Do South..
Do (Rail 

way Town).
Silverton..............
Thackannga
Torrowangee
Hay ...................
Booligal .
Carrathool.........
Clare .. ..
Darlington Point .
Euabalong..............
Gilgunma . . .
Hillston . .
Ivanhoe ..................
Lake Cudgellico.....
Maude..................
Oxley .................
Whitton..................
Mossgiel..................
Mount Hope.........
Wilcannia..........
Menindie .....
Milparinka. . . .
Tibooburra ..
White Cliffs ..........

Mounted. [

Super-
inten
dents

Inspec
tors

Sub
inspec
tors

Semor-
ser

geants.

Ser
geants

Senior-
con

stables

Con
stables.

1
1
2
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
2

1
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2

Foot.

Senior-
ser

geants.

Ser- SeDior-
Se^-Lbles Con

stables.

13
2
1
1

*8—B
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Super
mten
dents

Murraj Albury .
Bowna
Germanton
Walbundrie
Coron a
How long
Mulwala
Walla Walla
J mdera
Culcairn
Gundagai
Tumut
Adelong
Sheplierdstown
Batlow
Jugiong
Coolac
Tumberumba
Wagga Wagga
Junee
Taroutta
Humula
Yerong Cieek
The Hock
Coolamon
Lockhart
Narrandera
Tirana
Daysdale
Grong Grong

Belmoke Barracks. 

Constables in course of instruction, 
under orders for transfer, &c 

Orderlies to His Excellency the 
Governor 

Police Storekeeper 
Armourer
Drill Instructors, Van drivers, &c.

Detectives.
Superintendent m charge .
Sub Inspectois ••
First class Detectives 7
Second-class do 5
Third-class do 3

15

Inspec
tors

| Sub 
.inspec 

tors

Senior
ser

geants

Ser
geants

11 13

Senior
con

stables

Con
stables

29 29 60 139

3
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
3
1
1
1

13

2

Foot

Senior
ser

geants

420

Ser
reants

Senioi
con

stables

Con
stables

33 53

23

147 948

Total of all ranks 1,897.

Police Department,
Inspector-General’s Office, Sydney,

7th January, 1898.

[M]
Sydney William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer —1898
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COMMISSION.
VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Queen,

Defender of the Faith, and so forth.
To Our Trusty and ‘Well-beloved
V hittikodaue Jounson, Esquire, a Stipendiary Magistrate for the Metropolitan Police District of Our 

Colony of New South Wales,—
Greeting:—

Know you, That We, reposing great trust and confidence in your ability, zeal, industry, 
discretion, and integrity, do, by these presents, authorise and appoint you to make a diligent and full 
ln(Fnr3J’ certain charges made by Mr. John Rowland Dacey, in the Legislative Assembly of our 
said Colony, on the 17th day of August last, against Seniob-constable William E. Quelch, and 
generally into the conduct of the said Senior-constable.

And We do, by these presents, grant to you full power and authority to call before you all 
such persons as you may judge necessary, by whom you may be better informed of the truth in the 
premises; and to require the production of all such books, papers, writings, and all other documents as 
you may deem expedient, visit and inspect the same at the offices or places where the same or any of them 
may be deposited; and to inquire of the premises by all lawful ways and means : And Our further will and 
pleasure is that you do, within one month after the date of this Our Commission, certify to Us, in the 
tit ur Chief Secretary, under, your hand and seal, what you shall find touching the premises : And
We hereby command all Government Officers and other persons whomsoever within Our said Colony that 
they be assistant to you in the execution of these presents : And We do hereby declare this our Com
mission to be a Commission for all purposes of the Act 44 Victoria No. 1, intituled “An Act to requlate 
the taking of evidence by Commissioners under the Great Seal”

In testimony whereof, We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent, and the Great Seal 
of Our said Colony of New South Wales to be hereunto affixed.

Witness Our Right Trusty and Well-beloved Cousin, Henby Robeet, Viscount 
(l.s.) Hampden, Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Our said Colony of New South

Wales and its Dependencies, at Government House, Sydney, in New South Wales 
aforesaid, this twenty-third day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-seven, and in the sixty-first year of Our Reign.

. HAMPDEN.
By His Excellency’s Command,

JAMES N. BRUNKER.

Entered on record by me, in Registeb of Patents, No. 19, page 114, this twenty-fifth day of 
September, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven.

Eor the Colonial Secretary and Registrar of Records,
. CRITCHETT WALKER,

---------------- Principal Under Secretary.
0:B' INQTJIRY into CERTAIN CHARGES AGAINST SENIOR- 

AND INTO THE CONDUCT OP

Whebeas it is necessary to extend the time within which the Commissioner is to make his report in 
the above matter: Now, therefore, I do hereby, with the advice of the Executive Council, extend the time 
within which the said Commissioner is to make such report for a period of one month,—to take effect 
from the 23rd instant.

Given under my hand, at Government House, Sydney, this twentieth day of October, one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven.

. HAMPDEN.
By His Excellency’s Command,

JAMES N. BRUNKER.

T INT0 CERTAIN CHARGES AGAINST SENIOR-
T H E^S AI D^EN 10IL C ON CT ABLU1 ^ ^^ GENERALLT INT0 THE CONDUCT OF

Whebeas the Lme appointed for the return of the Commission in the above matter was by an instrument 
dated the fourteenth day of October last extended for a period of one month : And whereas it is necessary 
to extend the same still further: Now, therefore, I do hereby, with the advice of the Executive Council, 
extend the time within which the Commissioner is to make his return to and for a further period of
°"e ™_onth pF’p pe time in and by the aforesaid instrument appointed for the purpose,—to take enect from the 23rd instant. 1 r ’

Given under my hand, at Government House, Sydney, this twenty-third day of November, one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven.

FRED. M. PARLEY, . 
Lieutenant- Governor. 

By His Excellency’s Command,
JAMES N. BRUNKER.
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ROYAL COMMISSION RE SENIOR-CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH.

MINUTES OE PROCEEDINGS.

The First Meeting of the Royal Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior-constable W.
E. Quelch was held on Monday, 25th October, 1897, at the Central Police Court, at 10 a.m.

Pbesent :—
WHiTTiiranALE Joiinsoh, Esq., S.M., Commissioner.

J. R. Dacey, Esq., M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared for Mr. J. R. Dacey, M.L A., in support of the charges.
Mr. C. Bull, M.L.A., solicitor, apneared for Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
The Commission appointing Mr. Whittingdale Johnson, S.M., a Commissioner to inquire into certain 

charges brought by Mr. J. R. Dacey, M.L.A., against Senior-constable W. E. Quelch, and generally into 
the conduct of the said senior-constable, was read.

An authority from His Excellency the Governor, dated 11th of October, 1897, extending the time 
within which the Commissioner may report to the 23rd of November, 1897, was also read.

Pending the appointment of a shorthand-writer the Commission adjourned until 10 a.m. on 
Wednesday, 27th October, 1897.

J. Gaelics, Secretary.

Confirmed,—
WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M.,

Sole Commissioner, 3rd November, 1897.

The Second Meeting of the Royal Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior-constable 
W. E. Quelch was held on Wednesday, 27th October, 1897, at the Central Police Court, at 10 a.m.

Peesekt :— .
WniTTiiraDALE Johnson, Esq., S.M., Sole Commisisoner.

J. R. Dacey, Esq., M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared for Mr. J. R. Dacey, M.L.A., in support of the charges.
Mr. C. Bull, M.L.A., solicitor, appeared for Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
Mr. E. Harris, shorthand-writer Public Works Department, attended to take verbatim notes of 

the evidence.
The following witnesses were examined on oath:—Inspector Edmund Lawless, Constable William 

Richard Swan, Airs. M. Brull, Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
At 1 p.m. the Commission adjourned for luncheon.
On resuming after the luncheon adjournment the following witnesses were examined on oath :— 

Senior-constable W. E. Quelch, Air. Isaiah Chaseling, Constable F. Robinson, Sergeant Thomas Yane, 
Constable W. R. Swan.

At 4 p.m. the Commission was adjourned until 10 a.m. on Friday, 29th October, 1897.
Confirmed,—

WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M.,
J. Gaelick, Secretary. Sole Commissioner, 3rd November, 1897.

The Third Meeting of the Royal Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior- 
constable W. E. Quelch was held on Friday, 29th October, 1897, at the Central Police Court, at 10'15 a.m.

PeesKNT :— '
Whittingdale Johnson, Esq., S.A1., Sole Commissioner.

J. R. Dacey, Esq., ALL. A., and Senior-constable AV. E. Quelch.
Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared for Air. J. R. Dacey, M.L.A., in support of the charges.
Mr. C. Bull, ALL.A., solicitor, appeared for Senior-constable AY. E. Quelch.
Mr. J. Garlick, shorthand-writer, was sworn to faithfully take aud transcribe verbatim notes of 

the evidence and proceedings.
The following witnesses were examined on oath :—Constable G. H. Edwards, Inspector E. Lawless, 

Senior-sergeant R. Bell, Constable G. C. Harrison, Senior-constable AY. E. Quelch, Mr. R. Friend, 
Constable W. Bruce.

At 1'25 p.m. the Commission adjourned for luncheon. '
On resuming after luncheon the following witnesses were examined on oath:—Constable P. ALEvoy 

Brennan, R. H. Brewin, night-watchman and special constable.
At 4'40 p.m. the Commission adjourned until 10 a.m. on Alonday, 1st November, 1837.

Confirmed,—
WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M.,

J. Gaelics, Secretary. Sole Commissioner, 3rd November, 1897.

The
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The Fourth Meeting of the Eoyal Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior- 
constable W. E. Quelch was held on Monday, 1st ISovomber, 1897, at the Central Police Court, at 10 a.m.

Phesent :—
WniTTiNonALE Johnson-, Esq., S.M., Sole Commissioner.

J. B. Dacey, Esq., M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared for Mr. J. B. Dacey, M.L.A., in support of the charges. 
Mr! C. Bull. M!L.A., solicitor, appeared for Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
The Commissioner announced that, when the evidence was completed, he would not hear addresses

from the solicitors on either side. _ . . , , , . , • ,
The following witnesses were examined on oath :—B. H. Brewin, night-watchman and special 

constable ; Constable Q-. H. Edwards ; Senior-constable W. E. Quelch ; Constable A. Kidd ; Constable 
Charles Willson; Senior-constable W. E. Quelch (recalled).

At 1 p.m. the Commission adjourned until 2T5 for luncheon. .
On resuming after luncheon the following witnesses were examined on oath :—Senior-constable 

Quelch; Constable S. B. Guthrie; Constable M. Fitzgerald; Mr. W. Somerville, journalist; Mr. T. 
Coghlan, Clerk, Charities Department. . D_„

At 4'30 p.m. the Commission was adjourned until 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 3rd JNovember, 1897.

Confirmed,—
WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M.,

J. Gaelick, Secretary. Sole Commissioner, 3rd November, 1897.

The Fifth Meeting of the Boyal Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior-con
stable W. E. Quelch was held on Wednesday, 3rd November, 1897, at the Central Police Court, at 10 a.m.

Pbesent :—
Whittingdale Johnson, Esq., S.M., Sole Commissioner.

J. B. Dacey, Esq., M L.A., and Senior-constable VV. E. Quelch.
Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared for Mr. J. E. Dacey, M.L.A., in support of the charges.
Mr C. Bull, M.L.A., solicitor, appeared for Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
The minutes of meetings held on 25th, 27th, and 29th of October and 1st of November were read

The following witnesses were examined on oath :—Constable J. McIntosh; Mr. W. A. Newcombe, 
Clerk, Charities Department; Mr. A. Parnell, Clerk, Charities Department; Senior-constable W. E.
Quelch. ... n

At 1 p.m. the Commission adjourned for luncheon. , . .
On resuming at 2 p.m. the examination of Senior-constable Quelch was concluded, and the fol

lowing witnesses were examined on oath:—Mr. G. O’Donnell, gentleman ; Senior-sergeant Bell; Inspector
E. Lawless. , .

At 4'30 p.m. the Commission adjourned until 10 a.m. on Thursday, 4th November, 18J/.
Confirmed,—■

WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M.,
J. Gaelick, Secretary. Sole Commissioner, 4th November, 1897.

The Sixth Meeting of the Boyal Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior-con
stable W. E. Quelch was held on Thursday, 4th November, 1897, at the Central Police Court, at 10 a.m.

Peesent:—
Whittingdale Johnson, Esq., S.M., Sole Commissioner.

J. B. Dacey, Esq.-, M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared for Mr. J. B. Dacey, M.L.A,, in support of the charges.
Mr. C. Bull, M.L.A., solicitor, appeared for Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
The minutes of meeting held 3rd November, 1897, were read and confirmed.
The following witnesses were examined on oath:—H. H. Xjevien, Esq., M.E.A-., solicitor ; Mr. I. 

Coghlan, Clerk, Charities Department (recalled) ; Mr. W. A. Newcombe, Clerk, Charities Department 
(recalled) ; Mr. J. H. Smithers, S.M.; Constable J. Lambert; Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

At 1 p.m. the Commission adjourned for luncheon. _ '
On resuming at 2T0 p.m. the following witnesses were examined on oath:—Senior-constable VV.

E. Quelch ; Senior°constable J. Wilson ; Mr. Biron Pogson, grocer, Eegent-street, Bedfern ; Senior-con
stable Shaw ; Constable Kidd ; Senior-sergeant Yane. ■

At 5-15 p.m. the Commission adjourned until 2 p.m. Friday, 5th November, 1897.
Confirmed,—

WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M.,
J. Gaelick, Secretary. Sole Commissioner, 5th November, 1897.

The Seventh Meeting of the Eoyal Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior-con
stable W. E. Quelch was held on Friday, 5th November, 1897, at the Central Police Court, at 2 p.m.

Peesent :—
Whittingdale Johnson, Esq., S.M., Sole Commissioner.

J. B. Dacey, Esq., M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared for Mr. J. B. Dacey, M.L.A., in support of the charges.
Mr. C. Bull, M.L.A., solicitor, appeared for Senior-constable Quelch.
The minutes of meeting held 5th November were read and confirmed. The
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following witnesses were examined on oath:—Mr. E. Watts, watchman and special constable, 
Railway Department, Eveleigh; Sergeant J. Houlahan; Senior-constable Gr. H. Harrison; Senior- 
sergeant It. Bell; Senior-constable J. Ingram ; Senior-constable P. Corcoran.

At 5 p.m. the Commission adjourned, after arranging to inspect the premises known as “ Myall 
House, Cleveland-street, Bedfern, and Mr. Biron Pogson’s grocery store, Bedfern, on Monday, 8th 
November, 1897, at 11 a.m. J

Confirmed,—
WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M.,

J. Gablick, Secretary. Sole Commissioner, 10th November, 1897.

The Eighth Meeting of the Boyal Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior- 
constable W. E. Quelch was held at Myall House, Cleveland-street, Bedfern, on Monday, 8th November, 
1897, at 11 a.m.

Present:—
Whittingdale Johnson, Esq., S.M., Sole Commissioner.

J. E. Dacey, Esq., M.L.A.; Senior-constable W. E. Quelch ; Mr. T. Coghlan; Mr. W. A. Newcombe ;
Inspector E. Lawless; and Constable J. McIntosh.

Senior-constable W. E. Quelch, Mr. T. Coghlan, and Mr. W. A. Newcombe explained to the 
Commissioner where they were standing and what they did on tbe night of the 26th of Jtily, 1896, when 
Quelch is alleged to have burgled these premises.

The Commission then adjourned to Mr. Biron Pogson’s store, Bedfern, at which place there were 
present: Whittingdale Johnson, Esq., S.M., Sole Commissioner; J. B. Dacey, Esq., M.L.A.; Senior- 
constable W. E. Quelch ; Inspector E. Lawless ; Constable Lambert; Mrs. Pogson.

After inspecting the premises with reference to charge 7, the Commission jiroceeded to Margaret- 
street, where Senior-constable Quelch alleges he obtained the sand which in charge 8 is alleged to have 
been sugar. ■

At this point there were present:—Whittingdale Johnson, Esq., S.M., Sole Commissioner; J. B. 
Dacey, Esq., M.L.A.; Senior-constable Quelch ; Inspector E. Lawless.

After leaving Margaret-street, the Commission proceeded to Absalom’s vacant piece of land, 
Begent-street, Bedfern, referred to in charge 8. There were present:—Whittingdale Johnson, Esq., 
S.M., Sole Commissioner; J. R. Dacey, Esq., M.L.A.; Senior-constable W. E. Quelch ; Inspector E. 
Lawless; Constable Hill.

The Commission adjourned at 12T5 p.m. until 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 10th November, 1897.
Confirmed,— •

WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M.,
J. Gablick, Secretary. Sole Commissioner, 10th November, 1897.

The Ninth Meeting of the Boyal Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior-con
stable W. E. Quelch was held on Wednesday 10th November, 1897, at the Central Police Court, at 
10 a.m.

Present:—
Whittingdale Johnson, Esq., S.M., Sole Commissioner.

J. B. Dacey, Esq., M.L.A. ; and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared for Mr. J. B. Daccy, M.L.A., in support of the charges.
Mr. C; Bull, M.L.A., solicitor, appeared for Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
The minutes of meetings held 5th and 8th of November, 1897, were rea'd and confirmed.
The following witnesses were examined on oath :—Constable E. Hill; Senior-constable W. E. 

Quelch; Constable E. Whitehair; Mr. H. Bath, carter for Mr. Jones, produce merchant, Bedfern 
(Begent-street) ; Constable M. Fitzgerald; Constable J. Christison; Constable J. McIntosh ; Senior- 
constable G. Proctor.

At 1 p.m. the Commission adjourned for luncheon, ■
On resuming at 2'5 p.m. the following witnesses were examined on oath :—Senior-constable J. 

Ingram ; Mr. Biron Pogson, grocer, Begent-street, Bedfern ; Mrs. Robinson, widow, George-street, 
Bedfern; Senior-constable W. E. Quelch ; Senior-constable G. Proctor.

At 4-40 p.m. the Commission adjourned until 10 a.m. on Monday, loth November, 1897.
Confirmed,—

WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M.,
J. Gaelick, Secretary. Sole Commissioner, 15th November, 1897.

The Tenth Meeting of the Boyal Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior- 
constable W. E. Quelch was held on Monday, 15th November, 1897, at the Central Police Court, at 
10 a.m. .

Present:—
Whittingdale Johnson, Esq., S.M., Sole Commissioner.

J. B. Dacey, Esq., M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared for Mr. J. B. Dacey, M.L.A., in support of the charges.
Mr. C. Bull, M.L.A., solicitor, appeared for Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
The minutes of meeting held 10th November, 1897, were read and confirmed.
The following witnesses were examined on oath :—Constable E. Whitehair; Inspector E. Lawless ; 

Constable E. Robinson; Constable G. H. Edwards; Senior-constable W. E. Quelch; Constable J. 
McIntosh; Constable J. Cubitt; Sergeant Yane; Mr. A. Margoschis, pawnbroker, Bedfern; Constable 
Hill; Constable N. Moore ; and Constable G. H. Edwards (recalled).

At 1 p.m. the Commission adjourned until 2 p.m. on Tuesday, 16th of November, 1897.
Confirmed,—■

, WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M.,
J. Gablick, Secretary. Sole Commissioner, 16th November, 1897.

---------------- The
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The Eleventh Meeting of the Eoyal Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior- 
constable "W. E. Quelch was held on Tuesday, 16th November, 1897, at the Central Police Court, at 2 p.m.

Pbesent:—■
Whittinodale Johnson, Esq., S.M., Sole Commissioner.

’ J. It. Dacey, Esq., M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared for Mr. J. E. Dacey, M.L.A., in support of the charges.
Mr. C. Bull, M.L.A., solicitor, appeared for Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
The minutes of meeting held 15th November, 1897, were read and confirmed.

_ The following witnesses were examined on oath :—Mr. E. Spearman, Eedfern, livery stable 
proprietor; Sergeant J. Houlahan; Constable E. Eidley; Senior-constable W. E. Quelch; Inspector E. 
Lawless; Senior-Sergeant J. Bradwell; Senior-constable A. S. Cook; Mrs. A. Brown, married woman, 
Eedfern; Constable Gr. H. Edwards ; Constable N. Moore; Eirst-class Constable W. J. Castle.

At 6 p.m. the Commission adjourned until 2 p.m. on Wednesday, the 17th November, 1897.
Confirmed,—

WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M,
J. Gaelick, Secretary. Sole Commissioner, 17th November.

The Twelfth Meeting of the Eoyal Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior- 
constable W. E. Quelch was held on Wednesday, 17th November, 1897, at the Central Police Court, 
at 2 p.m. '

Peesent:—•
Whittingdale Johnson, Esq, S.M, Sole Commissioner.

J. E. Dacey, Esq., M.L.A, and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared for Mr. J. E. Dacey, M.L.A, in support of the charges.
Mr. C. Bull, M.L.A, solicitor, appeared for Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
The minutes of meeting held 16th November, 1897, were read and confirmed.
The following witnesses were examined on oath :—Constable Christison ; Constable Hill; Senior- 

constable W. E. Quelch ; Inspector E. Lawless ; Mr. Louis Crosbie, carter, Eedfern ; Miss Mary Kerrigan, 
shop assistant, John-street, Eedfern; Mrs. Margaret Kerrigan, married woman, John-street, Eedfern; 
Senior-constable W. E. Quelch (recalled).

At 6T5 p.m. the Commission adjourned until 2 p.m. on Thursday, 18fh November, 1897.
Confirmed,— •

J. Gaelick, Secretary.

WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M„
Sole Commissioner, 18th November, 1897.

The Thirteenth Meeting of the Eoyal Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior- 
constable W. E. Quelch was held on Thursday, 18th November, 1897, at the Central Police Court, at 2 p.m.

Peesent:— ■
Whittingdale Johnson, Esq, S.M, Sole Commissioner.

J. E. Dacey, Esq, M.L.A, and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared for Mr. J. E. Dacey, M.L.A, in support of the charges.
Mr. G Bull, M.L.A, solicitor, appeared for Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
The minutes of meeting held on 17th November, 1897, were read and confirmed.

_ The following witnesses were examined on oath :—Senior-constable William David Shaw ; Owen 
Crilley, carter, 81, Darlington Eoad, Darlington; Michael Madigan, farrier, Eaglan-street, Darlington; 
Senior-constable W. E. Quelch; William Stanger Kelk, deposition clerk, Eedfern and Newtown Police 
Courts; Michael Madigan (recalled) ; Constable James Christison.

At 6 p.m. the Commission adjourned until 2 p.m. on Monday, 22nd November, 1897.
Confirmed,—■

WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M.
J. Gaelick, Secretary. Sole Commissioner.

The Eourteenth Meeting of the Eoyal Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior- 
constable W. E. Quelch was held on Monday, 22nd November, 1897, at the Central Police Court, at 2 p.m.

Peesent:—
Whittingdale Johnson, Esq., S.M, Sole Commissioner.

J. E. Dacey, Esq, M.L.A, and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared for Mr. J. E. Dacey, M.L.A., in support of the charges. 
Mr. C.^ Bull, M.L.A, solicitor, appeared for Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.
The minutes of meeting held on 18th November, 1897, were read and confirmed.
The following witnesses were examined on oath :—Senior-constable W. E. Quelch; Mrs. Annie 

Brown; Constable Erederick Eobinson; Constable George Henry Edwards ; Louis Crosbie, driver, Eedfern ; 
Senior-sergeant Eobert Bell; Inspector Edmund Lawless; Senior-constable W. E. Quelch; Constable 
Nicholas Moore. '

At 6 p.m. the Commission adjourned until 2 p.m. Wednesday, 8th December, 1897.
Confirmed,— ■

WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M, '
J. Gaelick, Secretary. Sole Commissioner.

The
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The Fifteenth Meeting of the Eoyal Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior- 
constable W. E. Quelch was held on Wednesday, 8th December, 1897, at 2 p.m.

Peesent :—
Whittingdale Johnson, Esq., S.M., Sole Commissioner.

Minutes of meeting held 22nd November, 1897, were read and confirmed.
The Draft Eeport was then considered and redrafted, and at 3 p.m. the Commission adjourned 

until 2 p.m. next day, the 9th December, 1897.
Confirmed,—

J. G-aelick, Secretary.
WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M.,

Sole Commissioner, 9th December, 1897.

The Sixteenth and FinalMeeting of the Commission to inquire into certain charges against Senior- 
constable W. E. Quelch was held on Thursday, 9th December, 1897, at 2 p.m.

Peesent:—
Whittingdale Johnson, Esq., S.M., Sole Commissioner.

The minutes of meeting held 8th December, 1897, were read and confirmed. .
The report was then adopted and signed, and the Commission adjourned at 3 p.m. sine die.

Confirmed,—
WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M.,

Sole Commissioner.J. Gaelick, Secretary.
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IX

RQYAL COMMISSION re SENIOR-CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH.

REPORT.

To His Excellency the Eight Honorable Henry Robert, Yiscount 

Hampden, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of New 
South Wales and its Dependencies.

May it please Your Excellency,—
I, the Commissioner appointed by Your Excellency on the 23rd day of 

September, 1897, to make a diligent and full inquiry into certain charges made by 
Mr. John Rowland Dacey, in the Legislative Assembly, on the 17th day of August 
last, against Senior-constable William E. Quelch, and generally into the conduct of 
the said Senior-constable, have the honor to submit the following Report:—

1. Owing to the parties not being prepared to immediately proceed with the 
charges it became necessary to request an extension of the time granted within which 
to make this Report; and, by Your Excellency’s pleasure, on the 14th day of October, 
the requisite extension was granted to the 23rd of November. An additional extension 
of time had to he applied for in consequence of the large amount of evidence 
submitted, and Your Excellency was pleased to grant an extension, on the 23rd day 
of November, until the 23rd day of December.

2. The inquiry was commenced as early as was practicable, and extended over 
sixteen sittings. In the course of Mr. Dacey’s speech in the Legislative Assembly 
he made ten original charges, to which, in a letter to your Commissioner, dated the 
21st day of October, 1897, he added five supplemental charges. Eifty-six witnesses 
were examined, and, both Mr. Dacey and Senior-constable Quelch being represented 
by attorneys, each and all of the charges were exhaustively investigated.

3. As the investigation proceeded it became necessary for your Commissioner 
to visit certain premises and localities in the Redf ern Police Division in order to 
thoroughly comprehend the evidence adduced in connection with certain of the 
charges. He therefore did so, accompanied by Mr. John Rowland Dacey, M.L.A., 
Senior-constable William E. Quelch, and a number of witnesses whose evidence was 
material.

4. The evidence for the prosecution was unnecessarily lengthy and involved, 
and tended, in a measure, to obscure the real issues ; but I was unable, from obvious 
reasons, either to shorten or reject any portion of it. It would he impracticable for 
me, within the limits of this Report, to traverse the whole of the evidence given for 
either side; and I must content myself by stating, as shortly as possible, the con
clusions I have reached as to the truth or otherwise of each specific allegation.

CHARGE I.
5. This charge is one of perjury against Senior-constable Quelch in connection 

with evidence given by him at the Redfern Police Court in 1894, on a prosecution 
under the “ Sale of Liquors Licensing Act.” Senior-constable Quelch deposed that 
by looking through the key-hole of a door he saw persons drinking in a hotel. 
However objectionable “ espionage ” of this nature may he considered under ordinary 
circumstances, still, in the detection of breaches of the law mentioned, a certain 
amount of secrecy is unavoidable, and I am of opinion that it was possible for 
Quelch to have seen sufficient to justify him in giving the testimony he did on the 
occasion. I cannot find, therefore, that he swore falsely, and the magistrate who sat 
in the case did not express such an opinion.

. * 2—B CHARGES
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CHARGES II and III.
6. Senior-constable Quelch is here charged with having obtained two convic

tions against licensed publicans for selling liquor during prohibited hours, by means 
of a trick, “ in contravention of the strict instructions of the Inspector* General of 
Police.” ' No such instructions are or were in existence, but there was an expression 
of opinion by that officer in connection with a case of this description, that a constable 
should not endeavour to induce a publican to sell liquor to him at unlawful hours by 
any trick or disguise. This, however, is a very different matter from merely sending 
a newly-joined constable in the garb of the ordinary habitues of the place, to 
ascertain whether or not the law was being broken by others, which is only what was 
done in hoth of these instances. Without a resort to some such strategy very few 
convictions of this nature would be obtained. I consider that no infraction of the 
Police Regulations has been brought home to Quelch in connection with the cases in 
question. •

CHARGES IV and V.
7. It is insinuated in these charges that Senior-constable Quelch in his 

capacity as officer-in-charge of the Redfern Police Station, released, on two several 
occasions, prisoners brought there on suspicion, because they were friends and 
associates of his. The matter was investigated at the time by the Police Department, 
and Quelch was fully exonerated from any breach of duty, on account of the im
perfect nature of the information afforded him by the arresting constables. On the 
evidence adduced at the inquiry there was nothing to induce me to differ from the 
previous decision arrived at by the Police Department, or to show that Quelch had 
any prior knowledge of the three men in question, or released them from improper 
motives.

CHARGES YI and YII.
8. These charges are the most serious brought against Senior-constable 

Quelch. In fact it is alleged that he was at “ Myall House,” Cleveland-street, 
Redfern, then used as a branch office of the Government Asylums Department, on 
the night of the 26th of June, 1896, for a felonious purpose, and at a Mr. Pogson’s 
store in Botany road for a similar purpose, on the morning of 28th July, 1895. In 
the first case the evidence of intended burglary by someone was conclusive, door- 
hinges being found unscrewed, and goods packed for removal. If Senior-constable 
Quelch had been surprised as a private person on the premises in the manner stated 
his guilty purpose would have been clear beyond all doubt. But that a constable of 
ten years’ standing, and well known to the whole neighbourhood, should be found in 
a building it was his special duty to protect, in full uniform and armed, with the 
intention of carrying off, at an early hour in the evening, a large bag of miscella
neous articles through the public streets, appears to me almost incredible. The 
contradiction of the witnesses on minor points did not seem to me to negative 
Quelch’s very natural statement that he was there simply in the execution of his 
duty in endeavouring to detect the thief, having found a suspicious person in the 
vicinity watching the house, and the gate open. Mr. Coghlan arrived soon after, 
and each apparently took the other for the burglar.

9. In the similar charge made against Quelch in the matter of a Mr. Pogson’s 
store in Botany Road, I am, however, confronted with the difficulty that the accounts 
of Senior-constable Quelch and Constable Lambert as to the main facts are wholly 
at variance and quite irreconcilable. The former states that he simply found the 
door open on his rounds; that he neither locked nor unlocked it; and that he did not 
find some goods packed up ready for removal, as specifically described by the latter 
when he appeared on the scene. In fact, Quelch denies the conversation and the 
whole circumstances, as related by Lambert, m toto.

10. Lambert’s account of the matter is that, hearing a noise when on his
beat in the direction of Pogson’s store, he crossed over to the place, and saw Quelch 
stooping down and locking the door; he also perceived a bag of groceries just outside 
the door, packed up ready for removal, which, after some conversation, Quelch put 
back into the store, and, telling Lambert to return to the station, said he would go 
and call the owner of the store, who lived in the vicinity. Nothing was missing 
from the store, nor were any goods found packed up ready for removal on Pogson’s 
arrival. 11.
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' 11. Lambert’s evidence, therefore, has an important bearing on the question
of the intention of Quelch in being at Pogson’s store at that early hour in the 
morning. It is, however, part of a constable’s duty to test the doors of all business 
premises on his beat to see if they are secure. This same door bad been found open 
on other occasions by the police, and about a month previously by another constable, 
and duly reported at the Pedfern Station. The charge that Quelch did not report 
the circumstance is unfounded, for it was shown that the entry was made at the 
proper time and place in the station books. Lambert on the morning in question 
reported “ all correct,” but appears to have mentioned in a conversational manner 
part of the statement he now makes as to the goods being packed for removal. 
There is no other corroboration of either of their respective statements.

12. The question of Senior-constable Quelcli’s motive for being, as he was, at 
Pogson’s store, must, therefore, rest upon the respective credibility of his statement 
and that of Lambert’s, the surrounding circumstances, and also, as in the “ Myall 
House” case, upon the improbability of an officer in Quelch’s position—who, whatever 
bis other faults may be, has never, during an official career of over twenty years in 
the Poyal Navy and the Police, been suspected of dishonest practices—being a 
burglar in disguise.

13. Prom a judicial point of view, Senior-constable Quelch would be entitled 
to the benefit of the doubt that unquestionably does exist as to the truth of the 
respective statements of Lambert and himself in this matter.

14. It is very apparent that Quelch is, from causes that I will subsequently 
touch upon, unpopular with, and the source of much ill-feeling among, many of the 
police at Itedfern, who are certainly in a measure inimical to him.

■ OHAEGE VIII.
15. This charge is somewhat similar to, and connected with, Charge V. Senior-

Constable Quelch was admittedly found at an early hour of the morning, carrying a 
bag containing, as he stated at the time, sand for the use of canary birds which he 
apparently breeds to some extent. This sand, which he undoubtedly does use for 
that purpose, was stated by him to have been procured near the railway, from which 
direction be was coming, and be might have passed near the rear of Mr. Pogson’s 
store by the route be was taking. The Constable who met him assisted to carry the 
bag across the road, and until these charges were made, never doubted for a moment 
but it contained sand. There was nothing to show that it was sugar and not sand, 
nor was it shown that any such article had been extracted from Mr. Pogson’s store; 
and, in fact, this charge seems to me to be merely a suspicion arising from the nature 
of the previous one. ‘

16. There was conflicting evidence as to dates, but the balance of evidence . 
was in favour of the date being the 16th of Pebruary, 1897, and not the 18th as 
as averred by Quelch, and this being the case, it would seem to indicate some 
ifregnlarity on the part of Senior-constable Quelch in the performance of his duty.

' CHAEGES IX and X. •
17. These are merely statements made in the Legislative Assembly by Mr. 

Lacey, M.P., and Mr. Levien, M.P., on the 17th of August, 1897, and call for no 
remarks from me, except that Mr. Levien in his evidence 'before the Commission 
admitted' that he had recommended Quelch for the Police Porce on the second occasion 
of his joining. In addition to this Mr. Levien frankly stated that although he 
considered that Quelch pressed his cases unduly in the Police Courts, he was not 
now prepared to endorse his expression used in the heat of debate, that Senior- 
constable Quelch was “ a liar ”; and he also stated that he did not believe him 
guilty of burglary.

CHAEGE XI.
18. I think in this instance it may be assumed that Senior-constable Quelch 

was somewhat under the influence of drink on the occasion mentioned, but under 
peculiar circumstances. His wife was dangerously ill, and on the day in question

. the

xi
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tlie doctor’s opinion was so unfavourable as to ber recovery that Quelch was much 
disturbed in mind, and also harassed by night-watching. Knowing these facts his 
superior officers did not take any action. There was no official record of any action 
having been taken upon a similar charge, said to have been preferred against him, 
as far back as 1890, in another district. Senior-constable Quelch’s general reputation 
is unquestionably that of a sober man.

CHAEGE XII.
< 19- The misconduct charged against Senior-constable Quelch is apparently 

that in July, 1895, he entered the “ Salutation Hotel” without authority, and that 
he made improper proposals to a woman whom he found there and escorted to her 
home at an early hour in the morning. Without entering into the lengthened and 
involved evidence in this matter, it was not shown to me that Quelch had exceeded 
his duties, or that there is any foundation for the latter charge, which the woman 
denied upon oath.

xii

CHAEGE XIII.
20. On a careful consideration of this case your Commissioner is not satisfied 

that Senior-constable Quelch exceeded his duty.

CHAEGE XIY.
21. The allegation is that Senior-constable Quelch appropriated money paid 

to him as compensation for damage to his uniform, the property of the New South 
Wales Government. It appears that the Senior-constable’s trousers were torn by a 
dog that attacked him in the street, and he thereupon laid an information against 
the owner of the dog, a Mr. George O’Donnell. Mr. O’Donnell, hearing of the 
circumstance, voluntarily paid for the damage done, and the information was not 
acted upon. ■ Senior-constable Quelch made no demand for compensation from the 
Police Department, and asserted that the trousers were his own private property, 
and this was not disproved.

.22. Action upon the information which was laid against Mr. O’DonneU 
could only have been stayed by the sanction of Quelch’s superior officer. Your 
Commissioner thinks that there was an irregularity in this matter, and that a charge 
for what wras a public offence should not have been withdrawn on account of 
compensation for private loss. It is alleged, however, that the charge was actually 
withdrawn on the promise of the owner that the dog would be destroyed. A charge 
of misappropriating public moneys cannot, however, be substantiated.

CHAEGE XY.
23. As in the first charge, this is an accusation of perjury in the Police 

Court at Kedfern, on the 21st day of August, 1894, in connection with the prosecution 
of one Michael Madigan, on a charge of cruelty to a horse, such cruelty consisting 
of the unnecessary or careless performance of an operation known as “ firing.” When 
the case was heard Madigan produced evidence to show that the operation was not 
performed by him, but by one Owen Crilley, and also brought professional evidence 
to show that the operation was both necessary and lawful, and was skilfully 
performed. The case was thereupon dismissed, but not in any way upon the question 
of identity, and no remark on that point was made by the adjudicating Justice.

24. It is difficult for me in this, as in the previous accusation against Quelch 
for perjury, to pronounce on the evidence before me, after the lapse of so long a 
period, a judicial opinion as to whether there has been false swearing on either side. 
I may say, however, in this case, as in the other, I was not satisfied that Quelch did 
not see what he deposed to.

GENEEAL.
25. In summing up the whole matter I may remark that it is very evident 

to me that a strong feeling exists against Senior-constable Quelch, not only within 
but outside the Eedfern Police Eorce, where he has certainly made enemies. This

personal
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personal animus on their part was, in many instances, not attempted to be concealed, 
and tinged the whole of their testimony. Senior-constable Quelch is unquestionably 
an active and intelligent officer, but is also, apparently, a man of quarrelsome dis
position, excitable temperament, and has a forcible and overhearing manner. He is 
evidently, also, unduly anxious to obtain conviction in every case, and certainly 
does not combine the Suaviter in modo with the Fortiter in re so desirable, in the 
performance of those duties which bring the police so much in contact with the 
general public. '

26. Within the Porce itself a certain amount of jealousy has probably been 
engendered by Quelch’s promotion to the position of Senior-constable over the heads 
of others who have been longer in the Force. He has, no doubt, attained his present 
position by his superior energy, activity, and the many convictions he has obtained,

„ including those for breaches of the Licensing Act, which would certainly not add to 
* his popularity in some quarters. Such qualifications as these must always he a 

passport to promotion in a service like the Police, and, no doubt, have been the sole 
cause of his advancement.

27. Senior-constable Quelch served his time in the Royal Navy, and left 
with a good character as a Petty Officer. He had, however, to resign from the 
Water Police Porce for insubordinate conduct, hut was subsequently admitted to the 
ordinary Police.

28. During the course of the Inquiry, side issues were raised as to the 
disorganized condition of the Police at Redfern; hut beyond the disturbing element 
I have mentioned with reference to Quelch, I have no reason to suppose that there 
is anything affecting the ordinary discipline of the Porce there.

29. In conclusion, I may he permitted to state that I think it undesirable 
that Senior-constable Quelch should remain in the Redfern Division, whatever action 
may be taken on this report.

I have the honor to be.
Your Excellency’s most obedient Servant, .

WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON,
J. Garlick, Secretary. Commissioner.

Sydney, Monday, 13th December, 1897.

xiii
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LIST OF WITNESSES EXAMINED.

1. Edmund Lawless .............
2. William Richard Swan ..
3. Margaret Brull.........................
4. William Edward Quelch ..
5. Frederick Robinson .............
6. Thomas Vane ... ... ..
7. Isaiah Chaseling .............
8. Robert Henry Levien, M.L.A,
9. George Henry Smithers ..

10. George Henry Edwards ..,
11. Robert Bell ... ... ..
12. George Cress Harrison..............
13. Richard Friend.........................
14. Frederick William Bruce ..
15. Richard Henry Brewin ...
16. Archibald Kidd..........................
17. Charles Willson ..............
18. Samuel Brown Guthrie ...
19. Maurice Fitzgerald ... i..
20. William Somerville ..............
21. Thomas Coghlan ..............
22. William A. Newcombe ...
23. James Abbott Farnell..............
24. John Wilson ..........................
25. John Lambert..........................
26. Biron Pogson ..........................
27. William David Shaw..............
28. Edward Watts..........................
29. John Houlahan..........................
30. George Henry Harrison ...
31. John Ingram ... ..............
32. Patrick Corcoran" ... ...
33. Patrick McEvoy Brennan ...

' 34. Edmund Hill ..........................
35. Frederick Whitehair..............
36. Henry Bath ..........................
37. James Christison ..............
38. John McIntosh..........................
39. George Proctor ... ...............
40. Catherine Robinson ... ...
41. John Cubitt ..........................
42. Alexander Margoschis..............
43. Nicholas Moore ..............
44. Edward Spearman ..............
45. Eaton Ridley ..........................
46. Joseph Brad well ..............
47. Arthur Stocks Cook ..............
48. Mrs. Annie Brown ..............
49. William John Castles..............
50. Louis Crosbie ... ... ...
51. Miss Mary Kerrigan..............
52. Mrs. Margaret Kerrigan ...
53. Owen Crilley ... ... ...
54. Michael Madigan ..............
55. William Stanger Kelk ...
56. George O’Donnell ..............

Inspector of police, Redfern.
First-class constable of police, Redfern.
Married woman, Regent-street, Redfern. .
Senior-constable of police, Redfern.
Second-class constable of police, Redfern.
Sergeant of police, Redfern.
Assistant teacher, Public School, Redfern.
Solicitor, Sydney.
Stipendiary Magistrate, Sydney. .
Second-class constable of police, Redfern.
Senior-sergeant of police, Redfern.
Second-class constable of police, Redfern.
Licensee of “Imperial Hotel,” Redfern.
Second-class constable of police, Redfern.
Night-watchman and special constable of police, Redfern.
First-class constable of police, Redfern.
Second-class constable of police, Redfern.
Third-class constable of police, Redfern.
First-class constable of police, Redfern,
Journalist, Sydney.
Clerk, Charities Department, Sydney, 

do do do.
do do do.

Senior-constable of police, Redfern.
Second-class constable of police, Redfern.
Grocer, Regent-street, Redfern. ■
Senior-constable of police, Redfern.
Watchman and special constable of police, Railway Department, Eveleigh. 
Sergeant of police; Redfern.
Senior-constable of police, Redfern. 

do do.
do do.

Second-class constable of police, Redfern.
do do. •
do , do.

Carter, for Mr. J ones, produce merchant, Regent-street, Redfern. 
First-class constable of police, Redfern.
Second-class constable of police, Ashfield.
Senior-constable of police, Redfern. ‘
Widow, George-street, Redfern.
First-class constable of police, Redfern.
Pawnbroker, Regent-street, Redfern.
Second-class constable of police, Redfern.
Livery-stable proprietor, Elizabeth-street, Redfern.
Second-class constable of police, Redfern.
Senior-sergeant of police, Woolloomooloo.
Senior-constable of police and clerk to District-Inspector Lenthall, Sydney. 
Married woman, Waterloo.
First-class constable of police, Darlinghurst.
Driver, 67, Pitt-street, Redfern.
Pitt-street, Redfern. 

do do.
Carrier, 81, Darlington-road, Darlington. '
Farrier, Raglan-street, Darlington.
Deposition clerk, Redfern and Newtown Police Courts.
Gentleman, 100, Pitt-street, Redfern.
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xix

LIST OF CHARGES BROUGHT BY MR. J. R. DACEY, M.L.A., AGAINST 
SENIOR CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH.

1. That some time ago he brought an action against the lessee of the “ Somerset Hotel,” Eedfern, for 
selling drink within prohibited hours. He also charged a brother policelhan named Swan with 
being present in the hotel and drinking within those prohibited hours. Quelch swore that he 
looked through the keyhole and saw Constable Swan drinking a glass of beer. The evidence was 
so conflicting that the Magistrate decided to go and inspect the premises for himself, with the 
result that when he looked through the keyhole of the door he could only see a man’s legs in the 
position indicated by Quelch. '

2. That in contravention of the strict instructions of the Inspector-General, who orders that no constable
shall in any way try to trick a publican into supplying liquor within prohibited hours, Quelch 
disguised a young new policeman and sent him into an hotel.next the Eishmarket before 6 o’clock 
in the morning to appeal to the publican for a drink. Quelch got a conviction by that, in my 
opinion, most contemptible action.

3. That similarly he sent the same constable, disguised as a driver, into a hotel next McMahon’s stables.
He was disguised as one of McMahon’s drivers ; the result was that the lessee of that hotel was 
also fined.

4. That some short time ago a constable named Bruce was on duty at the Baptist Estate, near Moore Park,
when he saw three men prowling about in a suspicious manner. He went over to see what they 
were at, and they ran away. He chased the men actually into the arms of Quelch. Quelch heard 
their yarn, which wa,s that they were dairymen going to the Farmers’ and Dairymen’s Milk Supply 
Company to get milk for their customers, but, strange to say, they said they lived at Pyrmont. 
Quelch did not see the absurdity of that, but he took down these men’s names and let them go. 
A few minutes afterwards Bruce went back on their tracks and discovered a sack full of pigeons 
which these men had evidently stolen.

5. That, shortly after this, there was a robbery at Botany-road, at a boot store kept by a man named
Eiddle. Constable Brennan saw three men in front of Biddle’s shop under rather suspicious 
circumstances, and he tried to get near them. When he got within about 60 yards of them 
they ran away. . He went after them and eventually arrested them with the assistance of Special- 
Constable Brewin. They gave their names and addresses, and he took them up to the station 
where Quelch was. They gave different names and addresses to Quelch, and one of them gave 
the self-same name that one of the pigeon stealers gave a few nights previously. Notwithstanding

' that, Quelch released these men. While these men were standing there in the presence of Quelch 
they actually had on their persons the stolen boots out of Biddle’s shop. The arresting constable 
appealed to Quelch to wait until he went back to see if a robbery had been committed; but he 
refused to do so, because, as I think I will show, Quelch was in league with these men, whom he 
twice saved from the clutches of the law. These men were released, and afterwards the robbery 
was discovered. A couple of nights afterwards the same three men committed a burglary at 
Cohen’s jewellery shop, King-street, Newtown, or rather two of them did. Seeing their names 
recorded, I suppose in the books which the police have, Brennan went there and found two of the 
burglars who had been concerned in the robbery of Biddle’s boot store, but he had some difficulty 
in getting the third. If Quelch had arrested these men when they were caught in connection with 
stealing pigeons, Biddle’s boot store would not have been broken into, nor would Cohen’s jeweller’s 
shop.

6. That, in July, 1896, upon the advent of the Public Service Board, it was decided to remove the offices
of the Director of Charitable Institutions from Myall House, Eedfern, to Bichmond Terrace, in 
the Domain. Pursuant to this determination the front part of the building was vacated, and all 
the things were removed. There was at the back of the premises a store containing boots, shirts, 
and other articles. There was a clerk named Coghlan there in charge during the daytime, and 
he was asked by the Director of Charitable Institutions to draw the attention of the police to 
the fact that the place was unprotected at night, and that it was necessary for them to keep an 
eye upon it. As far as I can ascertain the only man who received this information was Quelch. 
Coghlan showed him over the premises, and the amount of stock which the place contained, and, 
strange to say, about three nights afterwards the building was broken into under circumstances of 
the most suspicious character. Coghlan had told Quelch that he had left the store between 5 and 
6 o’clock in the afternoon. On this particular night Coghlan returned, in company with another 
clerk named Newcombe. They stood outside the store door at the back of the main building for 
about ten minutes. The place where they stood yarning is not more than about 12 feet away from 
the doors behind which Quelch was hidden. One of the clerks finally went into the main building, 
and lit the gas, and called out, “ What did you leave the middle door open for ?” The door had 
also been taken off its hinges. The other clerk had been to one of the outhouses, and when he 
came out of the outhouse he put his knee against an empty case opposite an outhouse door broken 
off its hinges, and placed it in a line with some other cases. This so disturbed the burglar inside 
the door that he pushed the door open and rushed out. The man who rushed out of the building 
was, strange to say, Senior-constable Quelch. Coghlan said, “ What is this ?” whereupon Quelch 
said, “ Someone has been in, and has got away over the fence.”
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7. That Constable Lambert was on duty one night, and heard a noise at Biron Pogson’s grocery shop.
He came up to the place to see what it was. He found the door open and Senior-constable Quelch 
inside with a bag of groceries. Quelch said, “ Someone has broken into the place.”

What I wish to draw particular attention to is that this case of attempted robbery of the 
grocery store has not been reported at head-quarters. That is a significant fact. Quelch was the 
officer to have reported it, but he has not yet made his report.

8. That about six months ago Constable Hill, when on duty on the Botany-road, saw a man crossing
the road in a slouch hat, and with a bag of something on his back. Hill approached the man, and 
was astonished to find that it was his senior officer, Quelch, who said, “ It is all right, Hill, I have 
been getting some sand for my canaries.” •

9. Mr. Hogtje : Does the honorable member charge this man with being a burglar ?
Mr. Dacey : I do. I also charge him with being a perjurer, on the verdict of Mr. Smithers, 

the Stipendiary Magistrate.
10. Mr. Levien (Quirindi) : I am not a believer in Quelch. I do not think that he is a man that will

altogether speak the truth. There is no doubt he told a lie. I believe he is a liar beyond all 
doubt.

11. Drunkenness in the Eedfern Police Station.
12. Misconduct in connection with the “ Salutation Hotel.”
13. Misconduct in connection with one Crosby.
IL Appropriation of Government money in connection with one O’Donnell.
15. False swearing in the case against one Madigan, charged with cruelty to a horse.
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KOYAL COMMISSION—Ee SENIOR-CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

WEDNESDAY, 27 OCTOBER, 1897.
\The Commission sat in the Licensing Court, Central Police Station.']

ilr.e5.ent:—
MR. WHITTINGrDALE JOHNSON, S.M. (Sole Commissioner).

Mr. J. It. Dacey, M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared to support the charges; Mr. Charles Bull, M.P., solicitor, appeared to 
defend Senior-constable Quelch; Mr. E. Harris, shorthand-writer, Public Works Department, attended 
to take notes of the evidence.

Charge No. 1 was read:
. “That some time ago he brought an action against the lessee of the “ Somerset Hotel,” Redfern, for 

selling drink within prohibited hours. He also charged a brother policeman named Swan with being present 
in the hotel and drinking within those prohibited hours. Quelch swore that he looked through the keyhole 
and. saw Constable Swan drinking a glass of beer. The evidence was so conflicting that the magistrate 
decided to go and inspect the premises for himself, with the result that when he looked through the keyhole 
of the door he could only see a man’s legs in the position indicated by Quelch.”

Mr. Abigail: The first thing I want to do in this No. 1 charge is to tender the original depositions in 
the case against Brull. {Exhibit No. 1.]

Edmund Lawless sworn and examined :—-
1. His Worship.] What is your name? Edmund Lawless.' E. Lawless.
2. What are you? Inspector of Police, New South Wales. _ — x — ^
3. Mr. Abigail.] Quelch is an officer at Redfern under your control? He is. 27Oct., 1897.
4. Is there any regulation in the force against constables spying-out and using disguises in order td brino-
about a prosecution against publicans ? There is not. °
5. You know that in this case of Brull’s, Quelch prosecuted him ? Yes.
6. Under your instructions ? I may say the information was given to me by the constable, and I signed
the information upon that. °
7. Following the usual practice ? Yes.
8. You are sub-inspector under the Licensing Act? Yes.
9. There are two other sub-inspectors for your district ? Yes.
10. Is it not the rule that unless the constable gets some instructions from a sub-inspector, it is not his duty
to prosecute under the Act ? No. J
11. Anybody in the Police Force would be acting within his power to watch a public-house with a view to
a prosecution ? Certainly, if he thinks a breach of the Act is being committed. .
12. Mr. Bull.] The Licensing Act makes provision for it?

Witness: If a constable passes a public-house and sees a breach of the Act being committed, and if he 
did not make a report, he is liable to be reported for it.
13. Does the Licensing Act allow any one to proceed for breach of the Act, except a sub-inspector ? Any
constable can lay the information. J
14. Mr. Abigail.] Notwithstanding that he is not acting under the instructions of his sub-inspector?
Certainly. ■ 1
15. Has a constable any authority to watch outside a public-house for an hour and a half to enable him to 
lay information ? I should not think so ; I could not say whether he had instructions or not; unless he
had instructions, he might be reported for loitering on his beat. -
16. On the 7th January, 1894, had Quelch any instructions from you, or as far as you know, to wait 
outside a certain hotel for an hour and a half ? Not from me.
17- Did not the fact that you were informed by Quelch that Constable Swan was seen off duty in an hotel 
at the time influence you to lay the information against Brull ? From the report I considered it well to 
lay the information.
18. Was not the object to punish the publican as well as the constable? Of course.
19 Although he was off duty ? You know the result of the case against Brull? The case was dismissed.
After the magistrate came back from viewing the premises, he said he thought it possible that Quelch 
might have been mistaken, and he gave Brull the benefit of the doubt.
20. Did not the magistrate, after looking at the keyhole through which Quelch said he saw all he had 
reported, say it was impossible for him to have done so ? No.
21. Did he say he did believe him? He did not, as far as I remember.
22. Do you know that Brull sent in a report complaining to the Inspector-General? I believe he did.
Jo. Quelch was called upon for a reply ? He was.
24. And did reply ? I think so.

*2—D
25.
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E. Lawless. 25. I wish to put in Brail's report [Exhibit 2], of 22nd January, 1894, with the reply and official minutes.
*----s You know that Inspector-General Fosbery said this, “ I have already strongly expressed my opinion ot

27 Oct., 1897. 0fficersacting as spies?” Yes. , •, -n n> tt i i w,,..
26. Did not you know that for one and a half hours Quelch watched outside Brull s Hotel. Yes.
27. Do you not know that the one and a half hours the Inspector-General mentioned in his report could be 
better employed thief catching, referred to the hour and a half Quelch watched outside Brails hote

28. 'Vou also know that Mr. Fosbery wrote a minute to the effect that Brull was a respectable man, and he 
trusted he was not going to be persecuted 1 Yes.
29. He added, “I think that Quelch should pay all expenses ” ? He did. „ , T
30. May I assume that you, in your position, would not commend any tactics of this sort ? Hot it I knew

31. Am I right in assuming that when you laid this information against Brull that Quelch did not instigate 
you in any way 1 No; he told me he saw the constable drinking, and I sent my report m about it.
32. Had you known that Quelch had been spying through the keyhole for an hour and a half, would you 
have taken the responsibility of prosecuting! I would have been very loth, unless subsequent events led

336 Was Quelch submitted to any punishment following upon the strong minute of the Inspector-General s 1
There was no punishment. , , , . , n , , ■. ,ITnl,34. Do you know that Quelch, in his answer to a minute, said that his case was not closed when it was 
dismissed, and he had two constables outside to give further evidence! I heard that something to that
effect was sent in. , .
35. Although you said all the evidence was brought 1 I believed so at the time.
36. Is this true : Quelch said, in his reply, that from the information laid, the instructions to prosecute 
were given by you 2 I always give instructions.
37. You laid the information ? No ; from information received by me.
38. You laid the information from information received from Quelch 1 Yes. .

' 39. You did not know anything about the “ Somerset Hotel ” until the complaint was laid the following

40. How long would it take for Quelch to walk from “ Somerset Hotel ” to Redfern Police-station 1 About
six or seven minutes. '
41. From five to seven minutes! Six or seven minutes. ... , , ,
42. Mr. Hull.] Quelch, as senior-constable, has authority under the Licensing Act to enter hotels I Ho ,
without he sees something. n T, 1 ,
43. Could he not enter if he suspected a breach was being made! If the door was open. , „ i,
44. Supposing Quelch was on duty after closing hours, and saw something which indicated that a breach ot 
the Act was being done in an hotel, would it be his duty to see what was being done and report it!

- . 45. Supposing that while watching he saw a constable in the hotel after hours, would it be his duty to
watch and report the conduct of that constable! Certainly. , , v
46. There are rules for the government of the police, which are supplied to the members of the force 1 Yes.
47. And Constable Swan would have a copy of them! Yes. , , ,
48. Rule 58 relates to constables frequenting hotels and accepting drinks from any person while on duty. 
He would have knowledge of that rule! Certainly.
49. Ms Worship.] In this case I understand that Swan was not on duty. It does not apply to this case.
50. Mr. Bull] Was there not some difference in the case of Mr. Brull with regard to the time Quelch was 
watching the house! I think there were some contradictory statements.
51. Do you know that in this case Quelch never entered the hotel! As far as I know. +„„;fr,ooaoo
52. Were not the depositions of the case taken out of court by Mr. Smith, the solicitor, and read to witnesses

53. Although the witnesses had been ordered out of the court! Yes, I pointed it out at the time, and
I expressed my strong opinion about such conduct. , , .__
54. Did not you, as officer in charge of the prosecution, characterise Mr. Smith s conduct as gross imp -
tinence, and draw the magistrate’s attention to it! I did. , . , « ..» .•>.
55. Was it not after the depositions, or portion of them, had been read to the witnesses by Mr. Smith, that 
he called these very witnesses ! Yes.
56. How long has Quelch been in the force! Since 1887—before I took charge. , T . .
57. Since you had charge of the division, has he not been chosen as an officer to work under the Licensing
Act 1 Yes.
58. Working with Senior-sergeant Yane and other officers ? Yes. _ . , . , .
59. Has he not been sent to act under other sub-inspectors 1 Yes, applications having been made for him.
60. Would you say he is a zealous, fearless officer! Yes. .
61. Mr. Abigail] With reference to the question asked by Mr. Bull, relating to the depositions taken out 
of the court, do you mean the depositions were taken out during the progress of the case t d°.
62. Do you wish the Commission to believe that Mr. Smithers let Mr. Smith take out the depositions
during the progress of the case 1 They were taken out. _ , , ., . . , ,
63. When all the evidence had been given for and against, did not the magistrate decide the case from what
he himself saw through the keyhole 1

. 64. Ms Worship.] That question is quite inadmissible. , , , , ,, , , . „ T ,
65. Mr. Abigail] No decision was given by the magistrate until he had looked through the keyhole l 1 do
not know. ,
66. And do you say you do not know the magistrate was there ? Of course he was there.
67. And you say you do not know he looked through the keyhole 1 He went there for that purpose.
68. Did not the magistrate say he went to look through the keyhole, and could not see 'i He did not.
He said Quelch might have been, mistaken. . ... ,
69. You were asked your opinion about Quelch as an officer : how long has he been in your division i
Since 1891. 7U-

2 ROYAL COMMISSION—SENIOR-CONSTADLE W. E. QUELCH—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.
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10. How many complaints have been made against him ? I could not tell you. Perhaps one or two.
71. How many complaints have been minuted ? There might have been two. '
72. Has he been disrated once ? Hot in my time. '
73. Was he promoted ? Yes.
74. After the strong minute of the Inspector-General 1 Yes.
75. How soon after? I do not know ; six or twelve months.
76. Was not there a report sent in against him ? I do not remember, unless it was by Brull.
77. Not by Brull? I do not remember.
78. Do you not know that there were strong minutes recommending him for promotion ? No ; other people 
could recommend him.
79. Would it not have to filter through your hands ? Yes.
80. Could any of your subordinates be promoted without a recommendation from you ? Yes.
81. Without you minuting it? Just possible, but not probable.
82. Was it done in Quelch’s case—was he promoted on recommendations other than your own ? There 
were others.
83. Who was it ? Superintendent Read.
84. With no remarks by you ? I might have said a few remarks about his activity, and what I might say 
about any officer.
85. How many officers have you recommended for promotion since you have been there ? I could not tell you.
86. Are there not only two—Quelch and Dukes ? I have recommended nearly a dozen; but they have not 
got promotion.
87. Were there only two cases where promotion was given—Quelch and Dukes ? No.
88. Mr. Bull.'] McLean ? Yes ; but he went as a detective.

• 89. With regard to Mr. Smith taking part of the depositions out of the court, the case was on Tuesday, and 
then adjourned till Thursday ? Yes.

^ 011 t^ie morn^ng of Thursday that Mr. Smith took the depositions into the court-yard? No ; while the court was on.
91. Mr. Abigail.] I have the depositions all in as evidence. The evidence of Griffiths and Swan only was
taken after the depositions had been read. *
92. Mvt No j there "was Mrs. Brull’s as well.

KOYAL COMMISSION—SENIOR-CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.

William Richard Swan sworn and examined :—
93. Mr. Abigail] What is your name ? William Richard Swan. W. R. Swan.
94. You are a police constable at Redfern ? No, at No. 2. .---- *__ _
95. Formerly at Redfern? Yes. . 27Oct., 1897.
96. You remember the case of Brull, “ Somerset Hotel,” in which you gave evidence ? Yes.
97. Were you at the “ Somerset Hotelwhen the Magistrate went out? Yes.
98. Did he look through the keyhole ? Yes.
i k® saT when he came back ? He said he was quite satisfied Quelch had made a mistake.
100. He said that when he came back from the hotel ? Yes.
101. You know that Quelch had previously sworn that on the 6th of January, two days previously, he saw 
you drinking in the hotel ? Yes.
102. He was looking through the keyhole and could see you and others? Yes.
103. Did you have any drink at all? Not after 11 o’clock. '
104. Were you on or off duty ? Off duty, and in plain clothes.
105. Did you go on duty at 2 o’clock that morning? No, at 10 o’clock next morning.
106. Did you ever stand in the passage-way, or in any position on that night where you could have been
seen by Quelch looking through the keyhole ? No. .
107. Although he did swear he saw you ; you know that ? I have been told so.
108. You first saw Quelch that night about 12'20? Yes; when I was first coming out I saw Quelch
watching. .
109. He was in Phillip-street then, the intersecting street near the hotel ? Yes.
119. You left at 1*20 and met Quelch then? He overtook me.
111. Just when you got outside the hotel door? When I got a hundred yards up the street.
11 1 suppose Quelch between 12'20 and R20 could have gone up to Redfern Station in that time ? Yes.
113. It is only about five minutes’ walk? Yes.
114. Did you look through the keyhole ? Yes.
115* Could you see anything but the legs of a man in the position indicated by Quelch in his evidence ? No.
116. Could you see a man in the act of raising a glass to his mouth? No.
Ill/ Cooking through that keyhole could Quelch or any one else see who was sitting round the table 1 No.
118. They would not be in the line of vision? No.
119. Did you leave the hotel with two companions ? No.
120. Did you leave alone ? . Yes ; there was another one followed me up afterwards.
121. But you left alone ? Yes. .
122. Who was the man ? Griffiths.
123. Do you know that Quelch produced a pattern of the keyhole to show the size and the extent of the 
view through it ? Yes.
124. Until you came out of the hotel and were accosted by Quelch could he have had an opportunity of 
seeing you ? R ot until I came to the door to come out.

yOU hotel for the purpose of getting drink ? I went there to meet a friend, Mr. Cooke.
126. Did you go by appointment ? Yes. '
127. Is he an alderman of Wagga ? Yes.
loo n°k.00me purposely all the way from Wagga to give evidence in the case ? Yes,
129. In your evidence you stated that you were very much surprised to learn that Quelch. was in the 
station at 12-20 a.m. ? Yes.
130- That was the time you saw him over the road in Phillip-street? Yes; outside the hotel.
131. Mr. Bull] How long have you been in the force ? Ten years. 132.

E. Lawless. 
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W. R. Swan. 132,
^ 133'. 

27 Oct., 1897. 134
135. ’

136.

Where have you been? Eight years and three months at Redfern, the remainder at No. 2.
You are an ordinary constable 1 First-class.
I suppose the statement you gave in the case of Brull’s was true? Yes.
Have you read it since ? No.
Did you swear this : “ I was going out at 12-20. I saw Quelch opposite. I thought it would be 

judicious to wait. I went out at 1-20 with Griffiths. We saw a man come up”?—I may have made a 
mistake, it is four years ago. What I said then was true.
137. If then you swore you came out by yourself, you are mistaken ? Yes. .
138. It is not true what you have sworn to-day about coming out by yourself 1 I was mistaken.
139. What is in the depositions is true ? I have not seen them since.
140. Did you swear this : “ I went back to defendant’s hotel in the evening to see Cook. I met him at 2 
p.m., and made an appointment for 10 p.m.”? I do not recollect.
141. Do you remember swearing to this : “ I met him (Cooke) at 2 p.m., and made an appointment for 10 
p.m.” Do you swear that is true ? Yes.
142. Do you know Cooke in that case swore he did not arrive from Wagga until that same evening at 6 ?
He could not say so. •
143. Were you in court when Cooke gave evidence ? No.
144. Do you know he swore to this: “I am a baker living at Wagga. I know the defendant (Brull). 
I arrived in the city at 7 p.m. last Saturday week.”' He is speaking on the 16th. Would not last Saturday 
week from the 16th be the 6th ? Yes. ”
145. Do you not know that Cooke swore that very thing ? I did not hear it.
146. Cooke swore : “ I put up at defendant’s. I went out and returned with a friend named Griffiths, and 
stayed all night. When we returned we found Swan there ” ? I think that was a mistake.
147. He goes on to say : “ I had made an appointment with him ; he was late.” Do you say now that you 
made an appointment with Cooke that day at 2 o’clock ? Yes.
148. But he did not arrive till that night !
149. Mr. Abigail.] He arrived in the morning ? ,1 do not know. .
150. Mr. Bull.] “I arrived in Sydney at 7 p.m. last Saturday ” the deposition says.
151. His Worship.] Was an appointment made by letter ? No.
152. Where? At the hotel. . ■
153. Mr. Bull.] Do you know Brull gave evidence ? Yes.
154. Do you remember Cooke saying this : “ I put up at defendant’s. I went out and returned with a friend 
named Griffiths, who stayed all night. When we returned we found Swan there. I had made an appoint
ment with him, but was late. He refused to have a drink at my request ? Yes ; I had a cigar.”
155. Do you remember Brull giving evidence and saying that you had a drink ? Not after 11.
156. This is what Brull swore : “ Cooke visited me from Wagga Wagga. He stayed until last Wednesday.
Walter Griffiths, a friend, stayed there that night. Swan was there, and had a drink before 11.” Yes ; 
before 11. t
157. Cooke swears that you refused to have a drink ? Cooke did not come till 11-30.
158. He says “ He was sober. He refused to have a drink at my request. I gave him a cigar from my 
pocket.” Is that true? Yes.
159. They both cannot be true ? I had a drink at 11.
160. Right at 11 ? About 11.
161. You stayed at this hotel till 1-15 or 1-20 in the morning? Yes.
162. You know that Quelch fixes 1-30 as the time you came out? When he came up to me he said it 
was 1-20.
163. Quelch says 1-30 ? That was not true.
164. Mrs. Brull swears the same thing? I do not suppose she noticed the time.
165. Just to show your mistake in saying you came out by yourself, Mrs. Brull swore this : “ He (Cooke) 
came in at 11-30 with Griffiths ; he asked for drinks ; Swan refused to have one ; one was not supplied to 
him ”—'was that true ? That is true ; I did not have a drink.
166. “ Swan refused to have one, and one was not supplied to him ; it was after 11 p.m. ; he had no drinks 
subsequently; after 12, midnight, Swan wanted to go ; I cannot say I heard his reason for not going; about 
1-30 he left with Griffiths ; no one else went out ”—was Mrs. Brull mistaken? I had a drink at 11.
167. His Worship.] I do not think this throws much light on the matter.
168. Mr. Bull?] You remember Quelch speaking to you when you came out? When I came out at 1-20 
he said : “ This is a nice time to come out of an hotel.”
169. What did you say to him ? I did not say anything, because I was so vexed.
170. He rebukes you about coming out of an hotel, and you have nothing to say for yourself? No, because 
I was so vexed.
171. Is that your only reason ? Yes.
172. Do you remember giving this reason : “ Quelch came up to me and spoke to me, saying, ‘ This is a 
nice thing, Swan, coming out of an hotel at this hour;’ he spoke in such an angry manner that I would not 
answer him for fear of a quarrel ”?
173. Mr. Abigail.] That is what he says now.
174. Mr. Bull.] You have been eleven years in the force : how many times have you been punished as a 
police officer ? Several.
175. Over a dozen ? About that.
176. Just as an instance : In March, 1889, when you were at Redfern, were you fined for being under the
influence of drink ? Yes. ’ J o
177. In April next year were you fined for neglect of duty? No.
178. Do you know your defaulter’s sheet is here ? I have never been punished for neglect of duty.
179. Were you not punished by your wages being kept off? No.
180. “ May, 1891, losing a warrant ”—were you reprimanded ? Yes : it dropped out of my pocket.
181. Did you report it? I did.
182. On “ 21st June, 1892, absent from parade ”—were you reprimanded for that ? Yes.
183. On 8th July, 1892, was your pay reduced for fourteen days for being in an hotel while on duty ? Yes.
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184. In 1893, June, and in November, two cases of neglect of duty, and reprimanded in each case 1 I have W. K. Swan, 
not been fined or reprimanded for neglect of duty.
185. Both cases were for neglect of duty 1 Never. ^7 Oct., 1897.
186. On 26th March, 1894, were you fined and your pay reduced for neglect of duty 1 I do not understand
these cases of neglect of duty. ' •
187. Were you not reported for them and your pay reduced 1 When I was charged it was for not working 
my beat.
188. Was not that neglect of duty ? I suppose so.
189. On 2nd September, 1894, you were again fined by being reduced for being in an hotel 1 Yes.
190. 6th June, 1895—-again in hotel while on duty? Yes.
191. On 5th July, 1895, further neglect, again fined? I was reported once for being five minutes late ; I 
was persecuted.
192. Mr. Hull.]. Who was your officer—was it Corcoran who persecuted you ? Yes.
193. How long have you been in No. 5? About 21 years. .
194. Have you a clean sheet? No, I was reduced for fourteen days for getting into a tram while in motion.
195. You were fined 7s. ? Yes; I was also reprimanded for being half an hour late for parade the first 
time in eleven years, and was reduced for one week for being in an hotel.
196. With regard to Cooke, how long have you known him ? Several years.
197. What is his Christian name ? Charles—Charlie Cooke. / .
198. Has he no other Christian name ? I do not know. / '
199. You say he is an alderman of Wagga ? He was not then, but is now.
200. You say he was not an alderman then ? Not at that time.
201. You have ascertained that fact since ? Certainly.
202. Would you be surprised to know that he was not elected till 1896 ? He has only lately been an aider- 
man.
203. When he was referred to at the time of this case he was simply Charlie Cooke ? Yes.
204. With regard to what was said by Mr. Smithers, did he not say this, “ That he thought Quelch was 
mistaken, and that he would give defendant the benefit of the doubt ” ? Yes.
205. Were you asked to attend on the visit of the magistrate at the hotel ? No.
206. You were sitting at the same table in the parlour ; it was alleged Quelch saw you on that morning ?
Yes.
207. You were not asked to go? No; I had been home and saw the magistrate coming, and I waited for 
him.
208. You were there on duty ? No.
209. You were really there to find out if the magistrate had examined the keyhole. Did you not ask Mr.
Brull if the magistrate had been there ? No. * ,
210. Do you remember Mrs. Brull, in her evidence on the 18th, the day the case was dismissed, saying 
this, “ I supplied Swan before 11 with a drink. I did not afterwards. Swan came in to-day to see if the 
magistrate had examined the keyhole. Swan occasionally comes to our place when off duty.” Can you 
now swear the other thing ? I do not remember it.
211. You do not remember it ? I do not.
212. Cooke, in his evidence says, “I arrived in Sydney 7 p.m. last Wednesday week.” Do you remember 
that? Yes;
213. “ I was a lodger. I went to the hotel about 7 p.m. When we returned we had a drink.” What do 
you say about that ? I think you will find it is 7 a.m., not 7 p.m.
214. Mr. Abigail.] There is evidently a mistake in the depositions. It is certainly meant for 7 a.m.
215. Mr. Abigail.] At no time did you leave the hotel with two men? No.
216. You left, and Griffiths followed afterwards? Yes.
217. At the time you did not know what Brull swore. You were called afterwards ? Yes.
218. One of the charges against you is for being ten minutes late coming off duty. That means you were 
ten minutes longer on duty than necessary ? Yes.
219. And for your industry you were fined? I was reprimanded ?
220. You have known Cooke for some years? Yes.
221. Was there any ill-feeling between you and Quelch ? No.

ROYAL COMMISSION—SENIOR-CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, ' ' '5

Mrs. Brull sworn and examined :—
222. Mr. Abigail.] What is your name ? Margaret Brull.
223. You are the wife of Joseph Brull ? Yes.
224. You are now in the grocery business? Yes ; for some time now.
225. You have no connection with the hotel business? No.
226. Will the President please have Mrs. Brull’s depositions read ? •[Depositions read.] You remember 
giving evidence in that case brought against your husband ? Yes. ,
227. Do you remember if the key was in the door that night? The key was always in the door to my 
knowledge.
228. Anyone standing outside and looking through the keyhole could see anyone sitting round the table ? 
No.
229. You have looked through the keyhole and tested this question? Yes.
230. You know the door through which Quelch swore drinks were supplied ? I do.
231. Was it possible to see the faces of men standing at the table? No, not at all.
232. If drinks were served through the door it would open out against that keyhole? Yes, the door would 
open out against the keyhole.
233. You could not serve drinks without that door being open ? No.
234. Did Swan ever stand there at all ? Not to my knowledge.
235. Do you remember when Cooke arrived ? He came by the 6 o’clock train in the morning.
236. And then he went out and returned about 7 o’clock ? Yes. ’
237. He was in and out of the hotel, and when he came back Swan was waiting for him ? Yes.

Mrs. Brull. 
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Could anyone looking through the keyhole see drinks being served at the table ? Not at all.
As a matter of fact did Swan drink after 11 ? Not at all.
Did he refuse! Yes.
Mr. Bull.] When did you leave this hotel 1 In the same year as the case.
That would be in 1894 1. November or December.
You have not been in the hotel business since! No.
Were you in court when Cooke gave evidence against your husband ? No.
Would you be surprised to know that he came to Sydney on the 6th at 7 o’clock p.m. that day 1 I 

would be surprised.
246. That is clearly an error in the depositions 1 He came in the morning because I was not up out of bed 
when he came.
247. Mr. Bull.] You remember Swan coming to the hotel ? Yes.
248. He was there before Mr. Smithers got there ! Yes.
249. Were you and he in conversation before he camel No.
250. He asked if the magistrate had come down 1 That is all to my knowledge.
251. Do you remember swearing this : “ I supplied Swan before 11 p.m. with a drink. I did not afterwards. 
Swan came in to day to see if the magistrate had examined the keyhole. Swan occasionally comes to our 
place when off duty.” Did you say that 1 Yes.
252. Did he ask you if the magistrate had been there 1 Yes.
253. And if he had examined the keyhole 1 Yes.
254. Do you remember how long he had been there before Mr. Smithers came? Not many minutes.
255. Did he have a drink ? Not to my knowledge.
256. He was a customer of yours ? When off duty.

6 KOYAL COMMISSION—SENIOR-CONSTABLE Vf. E. QUELCH—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

William Edward Quelch sworn and examined :—
W.E. Quelch. 257. His Worship.] What is your name ? William Edward Quelch.
'T\a 77 ' 258. What are you 1 Senior-constable at Redfern.

c •’ ’ 259. Mr. Bull.] How long have you been in the force? At Redfern, since January, 1887.
260. And before that ? At D. Jones & Co’s, for a short time.
261. In what capacity! As storeman. Previous to that I was in the Water Police, and before that from 
3rd April, 1873, to 5th December, 1885, I was in Her Majesty’s Imperial Service, in the Royal Navy. I 
completed my time, and took my discharge on the 5th December, 1885, and joined the Water Police on 
7th December.
262. In what year? 1885. Altogether I have been twenty-five years in the Queen’s service. I have 
testimonials covering the whole time.
263. Do you remember 1894 ? I do.
264. And the 6th January, 1894? Yes, a Saturday.
265. You were on duty that night ? Yes.
266. What time did you go on ? Ten o’clock.
267. During the night you were in the vicinity of the hotel kept by Brull ? Yes ; previous to that I was 
with Yane up to 12 o’clock.
268. Where did you leave Vane? At the Redfern Station. He took me in at 12 o’clock, and immediately 
after I left the station, on duty, about 12-20.
269. How far is this hotel of Brull’s from the station? At least 300 yards.
270. You were in the vicinity of that hotel ? Yes; when I got down Pitt-street, in view of the hotel, I saw 
a glimpse of light coming through the bar-door. The parlour in Pitt-street was fully lit up, and the hall 
in Phillip-street was lit up. At that time of night I considered it my duty to see if anything was wrong. 
I heard a female voice in the bar. I heard the noise of glasses rattling, and the beer-engine at work.
271. You heard the voice of a female in the bar, and then saw Constable Swan? Yes.
272. You were there from 12-30 to 1-10, and Swan passed some remark to the publican if they were not 
going to bed? Yes.
273. Were the depositions you made at Redfern Police Station, with regard to the circumstances, true? 
Perfectly true. I will swear to them to-day.
274. You mean you are as positive to-day as you were then ? Yes.
275. In those depositions you swore you saw Swan supplied with liquor? I did.
276. Is this a plan which you had prepared of the inside of the house? Yes.
277. Mr. Abigail.] I object to this.
278. Mr. Bull.] I am simply asking if it is a plan. Which door were you standing outside of? The Pitt- 
street parlour door.
279. And looking through the parlour-door, what is in front of you? In view of the key-hole you can see 
the door leading from the bar to the-parlour, which remained open the whole time.
280. And from that position you swore you saw what you deposed to in that case ? I did.
281. Was the key in the keyhole ? No.
282. When the case was on at Redfern, did any one suggest that the key was in the door ? No one, not 
even the publican.
283. The presiding magistrate was asked to go and inspect the keyhole ? Yes.
284. Not the keyhole with the key in 2 No.
285. This is an impression of the keyhole produced at the trial ? Ye's.
286. I put this in as an exhibit (No. 3.) It is a sketch of the keyhole from the outside ? Yes ; I produced 
it in my evidence.
287. I understand you made a report ? I did.
288. Can you tell me what you said in that report ? There would only be the rough information at the 

■ time. The rough book is not here.
289. Did you enter into some book a report of the matter? No; the watchhouse-keeper does that.
290. Did you dictate ? Yes; I reported the circumstances, and they were noted.
291. What time was that report made ? I do not know exactly j hut it must have been made instantly for
the summons to he issued. 292.
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292. At the first convenient time? Yes. • \YRQueleh.
293. Was any officer there then ? Sergeant Houlahan. 27 Oct 1897
294. How many persons did you see leaving the hotel before speaking to Swan? Three men were let out 0 o .• 
of the side-door—Swan, Griffiths, and the other I did not know. I went right up to them.
295. When did you speak to Brull ? When Swan went home I went back to the hotel and spoke to Brull.
Brull said to me, “ Do not report the matter this time, for the sake of the constable.”
296. Is that what you refer to in your deposition when you say, “ I spoke to him (Brull). The licensee 
asked me not to report the matter for the sake of the constable. I accused defendant of supplying liquor
after hours”? Yes. T said I should not do anything of the sort. I would report it to my inspector. . *
297. Do you remember the circumstance of the depositions? I do.
298. Mr. Carter Smith was the solicitor for Brull ? Yes. The depositions were obtained somehow from
the clerk’s desk by Mr. Smith and taken into the yard near the urinals, and read to the witnesses who had 
been examined and ordered out of court and the witnesses—Mrs. Brull and Griffiths—who had not given 
their evidence. .
299. You made a complaint ? The inspector brought it under the notice of Mr. Smithers, and he gave 
instructions for Mr. Smith to be brought into court and hand over the depositions to the clerk.
300. The case was dismissed ? Mr. Smithers went to the hotel, and when he came back he said he would 
dismiss the case, as he thought I might have been mistaken, and he gave the publican the benefit of the 
doubt.
301. You intended to call other witnesses when the case was closed 1 I intended to call them to give
evidence that I was at the station when it was sworn that I was at the hotel. I reported it to the Inspector- 
General that I had these witnesses to call. .
302. This is the first report you made as far as Swan was concerned 1 Yes. My object was not for the 
purpose of getting a case against the publican, but, as the senior constable, to see about Swan, and I had to 
be guided by my inspector, no matter who it was for or against.
303. Mr. Abigail.] You have admitted that your only object in looking through the keyhole was not to get ,
the publican into trouble, but to get a complaint against Swan ? It was my duty as —. [Interrupted.]
304. I dp not want to know that, or hear you make speeches. You have admitted that your object was to 
see after Swan ? Yes.
305. Had you any right, not being licensed under the act, to watch that hotel ? Certainly, that was my • .
duty.
306. It was your duty ? If I failed in my duty —. [Interrupted.]
307. Is it your duty to endeavour to entrap publicans for a breach of the act without being specially 
authorised ? Yes, if I think there is a breach of the act in progress.
308. And you, knowing that it was your duty, waited till you saw drinks served, and afterwards left the 
other two men and followed Swan ? They all went away together.
309. Did you not say you saw four or five drinks handed into the parlour by a female, and you waited
outside till Swan left the hotel, and then followed him ? I think you have made a mistake in' saying the 
female handed drinks round. •
310. But you have sworn that you saw a female hand drinks round? I saw a female come out of the bar 
with four or five drinks, and as soon as she came out of —. [Interrupted.]
311. That is in your evidence. Did you not also swear another round of drinks was handed round ? Yes.
312. If you were there to honestly discharge your duties, why did you not knock at the door and accuse 
them ? Because I had no authority to enter under the act.
313. You had no authority to enter the hotel ? No, blit I had authority to lay information.
314 And your main object in watching the hotel was not the performance of your duty, but to obtain a 
complaint against your subordinate officer ? No, my duty was for both.
315. Why did you watch at the keyhole for an hour and a half, when you could have gone to the police- 
station and got an inspector to come in five minutes ? There was only one sub-inspector on the street that 
night, and it might have taken till 3 o’clock for me to find him.
316. Did you not swear that Yane was at the station when you got there? No.
317. Did you not say he took you there ? Yes, that was at 12 o’clock ; but I was not at this hotel then,
318. But within twenty minutes you left the station and went to the keyhole ? I did not go for that
purpose. .
319. When you got to the hotel you saw something which attracted you, and you looked through the 
keyhole ? I did.
320. And you heard what you deposed to ? Yes.
321. A few minutes after that you saw drinks being served, and then another—how long after? It may 
be five, ten, or fifteen minutes.
322. When you saw the first drink served, why did you not return to the station and get Vane to come ?
Yes, and find them all gone when I got back !
323. That is your explanation ? Yes. .
324. When you made that sketch of the keyhole, did you shade it to make it look bigger ? No.
325. Which side of the table were the men sitting? On the Waterloo side.
326. The side nearest the keyhole ? Yes.
327. How many men ? I do not know, exactly.
328. You swore, “I saw two or three rounds of drink supplied, and all the glasses but one were handed tq 
men sitting at the table ” ? I could only see the legs of one at the table.
329. You swore you saw Swan lift the glass to his lips? No. -
330. Where was Swan at the time the glasses were handed to the table ? At the table.
331. If the door leading from-the bar is open, it will shut out all view of the parlour • is that a fact? No.
332. Why did you not say anything about Mrs. Brull ? I did not know her at the time ; I said “ a female.”
333. Did you not say Mrs. Brull was there ? Yes. .
334. Why did you not ask who the lady was ? I had the publican to deal with.
335. With regard to the key being in the door or not, was not that question raised in court ? No.
336. It was never suggested that the key was in the door ?

_ 337. Was it in the lock ? No. i
338. The key was out? Yes.
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W. E. Quelch. 339. "Why did you wait so long after seeing Swan drink ; would you have waited until 4 o’clock if Swan had 
not come out ? I would ; it was my duty as his senior officer.

27 Oct., 1897. 34Q. You said you were in the Queen’s navy first] Yes.
341. Did you resign ] I completed my service, and got my discharge and certificate.
342. How many years were you in the navy ] From 3rd April, 18/3, to 5th December, 1885.
343. What was your record in the navy ? My parchments can be produced.
344. Were they good or bad 1 Good.

, 345. What were you ? Sailmaker.
346. You were ranked as a petty officer ] Yes.
347. How long were you in the Water Police] Going on for two years.
348. Why did you leave ] I resigned.
349. Did you not put in your resignation to avoid dismissal ? No. _
350. Was it not put to you that to avoid disgrace you should resign ] W ere you not first suspended during
inquiry 1 No. _
351. Were you not suspended for four days for insubordination] No.
352. In January, 1887, you were reported for insubordination to your superior officer, Donohoe] If the 
department terms what I was reported for insubordination, I was.
353. The official record shows that you were reported for insubordinate conduct to Inspector Donohoe] If 
the department calls it so, I was.
354. What do you term it ] The Inspector believed I was a man of violent temper and insolent in manner. 
.355. That was the report made against you.
356. Mr. Bull.] That was insubordination.
357. Mr. Abigail.] Was there a young lady in this case ] Not at all. _
358. Was there not some trouble about a young lady ] No, not in the least. I do not know a lady in the 
case at all.
359. In 1887 you were under the supervision of His Worship, Mr. Marsh. Did he recommend your 
removal from the Water Police Division ] Yes.
360. And a very strong minute was written by Inspector-General Fosbery ] No..
361. I have here a report from Inspector-General Fosbery and Mr. Marsh [Exhibit 4] recommending your

' removal from the Water Police Division. Was it never brought to your notice ] It says, “It is unfair to
transfer a man with his (Quelch’s) character. He had better send in his resignation ?” I never heard that 
minute read.
362. Was it not furnished to you 1 No.
363. And you sent in your resignation ? No, I did not hear that report read to me. ■
364. Did you not go to the then Mr. Dibbs and ask him to throw in his influence to keep you in the force]
I went and he thought an inquiry should be made into the conduct of other officers.
365. Did Mr. Dibbs interview the Inspector-General and get a letter from him in these words : “ My dear 
Mr. Dibbs —.” [Interrupted.]
366. Mr. Bull.] This is immaterial. ■
367. His Worship: It is immaterial if Quelch says he has never seen it. Mr. Marsh recommended his 
removal to another division.
368. Mr. Abigail.] The Inspector-General writes this letter, and then there was the minute : “ This man 
should send in his —[Interrupted.]
369. His Worship: He must admit he resigned in consequence of the report against him.
370. Mr. Bull.] And that was ten years ago.
371. Mr. Abigail.] Was that the only report you had against you while in the Water Police Force ] Yes.
372. Were you not reported in 1888 for neglecting to work your beat, and fined ]
373. His Worship: That is a very trivial matter.
374. Mr. Abigail.] Notwithstanding all your influence, did not the men with whom you were associated 
threaten to throw you in the harbour if you remained in the Water Police ] No, I never heard of such a 
thing.
37 5. What is your salary ] 9s. a day.
376. Is that for seven days a week ] Yes. •
377. Do you get that clear ] No, less 3 per cent.
378. What family have you got ] Six.
379. A wife and six children ] Yes.
380. You married a widow. Had she any means ] Yes, a business.
381. Mr. Bull.] I object to this.
382. His Worship.] I do not think we can go into this.
383. Mr. Bull.] At present we are dealing with the first charge. What has all this to do with the Somerset 
Hotel]
384. His Worship : Keep his wife and family out of the case altogether.
385. Mr. Abigail.] I want to show that Quelch could not obtain property and keep up the position he has 
on wages of £3 3s. a week.
386. His Worship.] I will not listen to any matter with reference to his wife and family.
387. Mr. Abigail.] Returning to this charge of the Somerset Hotel: you admitted to me that you had no 
right as a constable to go into the hotel or demand admittance, although you saw a breach of the law in 
actual progress ] No.
388. Did you not, although you had no authority, after seeing Swan, come back to the hotel and demand 
admittance, and make them open the door] I did not.
389. When you went back was the door open ] Yes.
390. Did you have a conversation with the licensee ] Yes.
391. Had you any right to have this conversation whether the door was open or shut ] Yes.
392. Without receiving authority from your sub-inspector ] Decidedly.
393. You know that all through the inquiry in this case for the defence it has been said that Swan was on 
the side of the table near the fireplace ] I never heard tell of it.
394. Did Swan not swear he never had his back against the door ] No. _
395. His Worship : With all this conflicting evidence, the magistrate dismissed the charge. 396.

8 ROYAL COMMISSION—SENIOR-CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH—-MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.
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a*r' -fbiffail.] Which went to prove that Quelch endeavoured to get an accusation against the publican W.E. Quelch.

and bwan by false evidence. Will you swear that the Phillip-street door was open or shut—which Swan ^—•'------ -
had his back to 1 The near door was wide open all the time. 27 Oct., 1897.
or!o’ how could Swan have his back up against it ? I did not say against the door.
o98. You did. ■ _
399. His Worship.] That is a matter of credibility, and we really cannot go into it.
400 Mr Abigail^ How many times at Redfern have you been reported ? I was fined about seven years 
ago by Acting Superintendent Anderson for not working a portion of my beat.
401. Since you have been in Redfern has not some charge been made against you % I do not know of any.
402. By the Warden of the Theological College ? No, J
403. Did you not prosecute some women for prostitution, and after they had pleaded guilty did you not in 
your theatrical style declare that the two men they were with were students of the Theological College « No 
It was before they pleaded guilty.
404 Was it not after the women pleaded guilty that you said that? I said I saw the two women committing
an OTTfinnfi -With man °

405 Was this before or after the women pleaded guilty ? Before. As far as I recollect, I was very lenient 
with the women. I got vyomen from the Home of Hope —. \Interrupted.]
406. I do not want all this. Was not a complaint made against you by the warden of the Theological
College in connection with this case ? Not at all. °
407. Did you charge either of these students ? No ; they cleared away.
408 So that it was only because one had a college cap on that you thought them students of the Theological 
College t He had the gown. *
409. Although there are four colleges, you said the students came from the Theological College. Did not
Mr. Anderson make a complaint about your conduct ? No. °
410. Have not other complaints been made against you ? Did not Higgins make a complaint against you ? 
jl es. He also took an action, and never appeared.

• Isaiah Chaseling sworn and examined :—
411. Mr. Bull] What is your name? Isaiah Chaseling.
412. What are you ? A teacher, in the Department of Public Instruction.
413. Where? In the Redfern Public School.
414. In what capacity are you employed there ? Assistant Teacher

Do you know the hotel alleged to be kept by Brull in 1894? I have had it pointed out to me.
416. Where is it situated ? At the corner of Pitt-street, Redfern, and Phillip-street, Waterloo.

7. You. made personal inspection of the door there 1 No ; I worked out my calculations from measurements given to me. *
418. Were these measurements worked out by yourself ? The calculations were. \Exhibit 5.1
419. [showing the ability of a person looking through a keyhole of these dimensions to see inside the place 1 
x es, showing the vertical range and horizontal range of vision.
420. You have seen the place ? Yes.
^V" y0Uvind from your calculations ? The vertical range of any person outside, looking through
a keyhole of these dimensions, would be 11 feet 8 inches, and the horizontal range 4 feet 1 inch.

\UTTg ? “a? were sfc.Tling inside’ 14 feet away from the keyhole, and a person was looking 
through the keyhole from outside, how much of that man would he see? Anywhere within the horizontal 
range of 4 feet 1 inch you could see the whole of a man 6 feet high. The question can be worked out by 
lodhunter s Mensuration. J
423. His Worship.] I think it is a waste of time going into this.
aok j,higa^ The magistrate who decided the case did not think it a waste of time.
425. Mr. Bull] I suppose an observer in the dark outside would see more distinctly looking into a buildinglit up s Yes. vo o
426. His Worship.] Would he be able to see the greater portion of the room ? Yes. Y7hen I found I was 
to be called m this case, I made an experiment through the keyhole of my own door of similar measure
ments, and I could see over the head of a man 5 feet 10 inches high.
427. Mr. Abigail] Your calculations were made from figures supplied by Quelch ? Yes.
428. You have never looked through this particular keyhole ? No. - ’
429. You have seen the door ? Yes.
430. There are a couple of steps outside ? I do not know. ■
431. You have not taken into calculation the thickness of the door ? Yes. These are the exact figures on
the paper. °
432. You have never taken the bearings of the room ? I made this out from measurements given me byQuelch. ° J
433. His Worship.] It is absurd to try and prove what Quelch did or did not see from this examination.

Prederick Robinson sworn and examined :—
434. Mr. Bull] What is your name ? Prederick Robinson.

I. Chaseling.' 
270^Cl897.

435. What are you ? A constable, stationed at Redfern.
436. Do you know the hotel which was kept by Brull in 1894 ?
437. It is kept by Murphy now ? Yes.
438. Havejou lately made an observation through the keyhole of the door in Pitt-street?

Not in 1894 : I know it now.

P. Robinson.
2focCl897.

weeks ago I did.
439. So far as you could see, have there been any alterations made in the door ? 
door.
440. In the same condition as in 1894 ? It appears to be an old door.
If n’ S?10 WaS y°u ak the time ? I remember speaking to the licensee of the hotel. 
442. What was the efiect of your observations ? ~ ‘
he said Swan was. ■

Three or four

It appears to be an old

' *2—E

I got him to close the door, and then stand in the position
443.
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Describe the position ? Down the doorway in the second room, or hall, from the keyhole.
What time was it ? Day.
Tell us what you saw? Murphy asked if I could see him. I said, “Yes.” He had a bottle in his 

hand, and I could see his mouth distinctly. I saw him lift his hand, and saw him drinking.
446. Could you see the man himself ? Yes ; I could see his face.
447. You had no difficulty in seeing this ? No ; I saw it easily enough.
448. You know the statement made by Quelch as to what he saw through the keyhole ? I have heard it.
449. From your observations, and judging from the view you had, would Quelch have had any difficulty iri
seeing inside ? No.
450. How was the room lighted % By daylight.
451. You have been in the force some years ? About four.
452. And you do night duty ? Every second month.
453. Would you find any difficulty in seeing into a building lit up, looking in from the dark outside ? No,
454. There was no artificial light when you made this experiment ? No.
455. Mr. Abigail^ You are not instructed to spy upon publicans through keyholes? No.
456. That appears to be the approved way of publican-catching. You know Swan ? Yes.
457. He is a man and a half compared with Murphy 1 He is a medium-sized man.
458. You admit he is not as tall as Swan ? No, not as tall.
459. And he is thin ? Yes.
460. Mr. Abigail.'] You know where the table is now? I cannot say.
461. Did you see where the table was ? I never noticed it.
462. If it was in your line of vision, you must have noticed it ? I never noticed it.
463. His Worship.] I am getting tired of this keyhole business. I think you might drop it.
464. Mr. Abigail.] Would you go and see it?
465. His Worshij}.] No, certainly not.
466. You did not see the table when you looked through the keyhole ? I did not notice.
467. His Worship.] I think this keyhole subject is exhausted.
468. Mr. Abigail.] Were you not charged with breaking a man’s arm while in the force ? I was acquitted.
469. Notwithstanding the fact that you admitted breaking it ? Yes.
470. Mr. Bull.] Was not the case this : A man struggled with you, and, if his arm were broken, it was done 
during the tussle ? Yes.

And the jury chose to believe you ? Yes.
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Thomas Yane sworn and examined :—
Mr. Bull.] What is your name ? Thomas Vane.
You are a senior-serjeant. No, a serjeant.
How long have you been in the Force ? Twenty years.
Stationed at Eedfern ? Yes.
You know Quelch ? Yes.
How long has he been associated with you in police work at Redfern ? Nine years.
He is a very active officer ? Yes.
He has worked with you a long time in connection with your duties connected with hotels ? Yes in 

all parts of the city and suburbs.
480. Are you a sub-inspector under the Licensing Act ? Yes, in the metropolitan division.
481. Do you remember the 6th January, 1894 ? I remember the circumstances of the night.
482. It was the night it was alleged that Swan was in Brull’s hotel ? Yes.
483. Had you been on duty with Quelch that night? Yes.
484. What time did you leave him ? About 10 past 12.
485. You left him at the station ? Yes, taking notes.
486. Do you know the house then kept by Brull and now kept by Murphy ? Yes, I live within 20 yards 
of it.
487. Do you remember the matter before Mr. Smithers? I was there on the Thursday.
488. Do you remember something happening with regard to the depositions ? Yes, Mr. Smith was spoken 
to by Mr. Smithers for having taken them cut of court.
489. And you know they were read to persons outside? I do not know. I heard Mr. Smith accused of it 
and he did not deny it.
490. During the time you have been associated with Quelch what sort of a man have you found him ? 
Truthful and honest.
491. Your experience of him is that he is truthful, honest, zealous, and a hard worker ? Yes.
492. Have you ever had reason to complain about him for misconduct? No, I was sorry to lose him.
493. Your experience of publicans is that they will do all manner of things to evade the Act ? Yes.
494. Have you ever had reason to doubt his word in connection with his duties ? Yes, in cases where 
men have been charged with drunkenness; but they have afterwards been proved guilty.
495. These men were charged with drunkenness, and gave wrong names ? Yes, and I doubted whether it 
could be proved that they were the same.
496. Mr. Abigail.] Are you really serious in saying, after giving Quelch such a good testimonial, that you 
had doubts about his information ? I did not mean that. I meant the men who had been summoned and 
gave other names and addresses.
497. You said that you had doubts about him ? I said about the same men.
498. You doubted him when he said certain men had been drinking in an hotel ? About the two men, 
until they had pleaded guilty, and proved he was right.
499. You doubted that they could be proved to be the same men? Yes, that is it.
500. You must,admit that at Redfern, at the station, the Police Force is very much disorganised? I cannot 
say that.
501. Do you know that sides are taken in this very case, and that there is another dispute going on? I 
cannot say anything about it. I have not found it so.
502. You must admit that the men there are taking sides for and against Quelch ? No. 503.

471.

T. Yane.

F. Robinson. 443

----- *---- ' 444.27 Oct., 1897. 445
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503. You will admit that a certain section have taken the side against Quelch? I cannot admit anything T. Vane,
of the sort. ^
504. You said Quelch was such a pleasant officer that you were sorry to lose him. Have you made up 27 0ot-> 1897- 
your mind that you have lost him ? His services are lost to me in a certain portion of his duty.
505. You have made up your mind you have lost him 2 No.
506. How long has he been suspended 1 Two months.
507. During that time have you been to his house ? Yes.
508. Have you been since this inquiry and been assisting him 1 No.
509. Has Lawless been there ? I do not know.
510. I suppose you will admit that Quelch has been to your house since his suspension? Yes, once.
511. When was that ? I could not say, I did not take notice. .
512. You cannot tell. Was it yesterday or the day before ? The first week he was removed from duty.
513. Would it not have been easy for Quelch to have left his position at the keyhole and gone to the station 
and back again in a few minutes ? In about fifteen.
514. He could have left, been seen by an officer in the station, and returned in fifteen minutes 1 Yes.
515. You have a son, a painter ? Yes. .
516. You are frequently called to complain about signs? No, my son is 26 years old, and has been away 
at Mount Morgan this long time.
517. His Worship.] You must not go into this sort of thing.
518. Mr. Bull.] This is an attack all round against everybody. Where is your son? At Mount Mor"an.
519. How long has he been there ? Three months. b

EOYAIi COMMISSION—SENIOR-CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. ' 11

William Edward Quelch recalled and examined:—
520. Mr. Bull.] You are already sworn ? Yes. yy g Queioh
521. You saw some measurements in the hands of Mr. Chaseling ? Yes. r - '. "
522. Did you make them? Yes, in the presence of the present licensee of the hotel, in the first week I 27Oct., 1897. 
went off duty.
523. They are correct ? Yes. '
524. I hand them in as an exhibit [Exhibit No. 5], with two papers containing the calculations Mr. Chaseling 
has sworn to. You heard the question asked about your suspension—you are not suspended ? No.
525. Simply removed from duty ? Yes.
526. Explain the difference : in one case you would not get paid, and while you are removed from duty •
you get paid ? Yes.

William Richard Swan recalled and examined :—
527. Mr. Abigail.] You have been sworn ? Yes. w R gwan
528. With reference to the trivial offences mentioned by Mr. Brull, have you been frequently congratulated /-. 'a . '
by juries who tried cases in which you were interested ? Yes. 27 Oct. 1897.
52ar-'And specially thanked in court by the juries? Yes.
530. And by Judge Backhouse? Yes.
531. In one case, in connection with a “push” battle, the jury handed up a memo, thanking you for your 
conduct ?
532. Mr. Bull.] I object to this. • •
533. His Worship.] I do not want that sort of thing.
534. Mr. Abigail.] This man’s character has been blackened, and I think this should go in. In the hotel 
that morning, say where you and the other men were sitting round the table ? At the fireplace.
535. Mr. Bull.] This is unfair at this stage.
536. Mr. Abigail] You say you were sitting at the side nearest the fireplace. Who also sat at that side ?
Mr. and Mrs. Brull.
537. Were any others sitting ? Mr. Cook and Griffiths.
538. Is it absolutely impossible for anyone to see you through the keyhole where you were sitting ? It is 
impossible.
539. Were you standing with your back against the door ? No.
540. Mr. Bull] You did not know Quelch was looking through the keyhole? I saw him when I came out 
the first time.
541. And then I suppose you did not care to be seen, and went in again? Yes.
542. His Worship.] You did not know he was looking through the keyhole? No. .
543. Mr. Abigail] I wish to put in the report of Mr. Marsh’s, and the official papers dealing with that
case. I assume they will be equally applicable for the other charges? [Exhibit No. 4.] °
544. His Worship.] Yes.

. The inquiry was then adjourned until Friday, the 29th of October, 1897.

FRIDAY.
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FRIDAY, 29 OCTOBER, 1897.
\The Commission sat in the Licensing Court, Central Police Station.^

. iJrmtti:—
MR,. WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M. (Sole Commissioner). .

Mr. J. R. Dacey, M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

Mr. J. W. Abigail, Solicitor, appeared to support the charges; Mr. Charles Bull, M.L.A., Solicitor, 
appeared to defend Senior-constable Quelch; Mr. J. Garlick, L.S.W., Vic., was sworn to faithfully 
take and transcribe shorthand notes of the evidence and proceedings.

Charges Nos. 2 and 3.
Mr. Abigail: I am going now your Worship on charge No. 2, “ Belleview Hotel.”
Inspector Cotter then read charge No. 2—“ That in contravention of the strict instructions of the 

Inspector-General, who orders that no constable shall in any way try to trick a publican into supplying 
liquor within prohibited hours : Quelch disguised a young new policeman as a fisherman and sent him into 
an hotel next the fishmarket before 6 o’clock in the morning to appeal to the publican for a drink. Quelch 
got a conviction by that, in my opinion, most contemptible action.”

And Charge No. 3.
“ That, similarlv, he sent the same constable disguised as a driver into an hotel next McMahon s stables. 

He was disguised as one of McMahon’s drivers ; the result was that the lessee of that hotel was also fined.

G. H.
Edwards.

29 Oct., 1897.

Constable George Henry Edwards was called and sworn:—
545. Mr. Abigail.] How long have you been in the Police Force ? About four and a half years.
546. And are you attached to the Redfern station 1 Yes.
547. And have you been there from the first ? Yes.
548. Since your entering into the Police Force 1 Yes,
549. And you are under the command of Senior-constable Quelch ? Yes.
550. Have you done publican duty with him ? Yes. ■
551. Public-house duty ? Yes. .
552. That is known to the Force as “ pub catching ” is it not? Yes.
553. Have you, when on such duty, assumed certain disguises? No.
554. Mr Abigail.] Now, Edwards, I want you to be very, very careful.
555. His Worshi]).] Had not you better ask him in such and such a case.
556. Mr Abigail.] I will ask him generally first. ' _

To the witness: You are perfectly protected now. Whatever answers you give to my questions you are 
perfectly protected, and you need not be afraid of any outside influence against you in the Force.
557. His Worship.] You have not sent me the original of the two cases where they pleaded guilty 1
558. Mr. Abigail.] Yes, I have.
559. His Worship.] You might let me have them ?
560. Mr. Abigail] Certainly, I will. _
561. His Worship.] Then you can ask him as to those particular cases ? Those are the only two. \Mr. 
Abigail then handed up the papers to His Worship.]
562. His Worship.] You will confine yourself to the Regent-street hotel.
563. Mr. Abigail] Yes. (To the witness.) Now, do you know that there is a rule issued by the Inspector- 
General; a rule which obtains in the Police Force, against constables trying to trick publicans into supplying 
liquor within prohibited hours? No.
564. You do not know that there is-such a rule ? I was not aware of it at that time.
565. Are you now aware of it? I have been informed so.
566. When ? I think it was last Sunday week, by Mr. Dacey. I fancy it was on a Sunday afternoon.
567. Then last Sunday week, for the first time since you have been a policeman, you were informed by Mr.
Dacey that there was a rule in the Police Force against constables tricking publicans into supplying liquor 
within prohibited hours ? Yes. .
568. Do you read your Regulations ? I have read them.
569. The Regulations of the Police Force ? Yes ; I read them when I joined.
570. Is not every constable furnished with a copy ? Yes.
571. And are there not from time to time orders issued from the head office which are affixed to the walls 
of your station ? Yes.
572. And which you are asked to read? Yes.
573. Well, since Mr. Dacey informed you that there was a rule against this trickery of publicans, have you 
made any inquiries from your superior officers to find out whether it is true or not? No.
574. So that even now you do not know that there is such a rule—you do not know it officially ? No.
575. His Worship.] Had not you better ask him what he did on this particular occasion ?
576. Mr. Abigail.] I am coming to that.
577. His Worship.] There is a great difference between tricking a man into a thing and adopting a necessary
disguise. _
578. Mr. Abigail] That is the element in the trickery, the disguise. _ _ _
579. His Worship.] No. Almost every conviction is obtained by constables going in disguise.
580. Mr. Abigail] We say the rule is against it. _
581. His Worship.] It would be a trick for a man to go at an unusual hour and say that a certain person
was very ill and required a certain stimulant, and get it in that way. ■
582. Mr. Abigail] Your Worship is inducting me into the meaning of the word “ trickery.”
583. His Worship.] That is my opinion. I want to know what the man did. I will have to say whether
,it is a trick or not. _
1584. Mr. Abigail] It is for me to say it here. It is for your Worship to say it afterwards. 585.
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585. Mr. I might be pardoned for saying that my friend has no right to say what is a trick at the
present time. ,
586. Mr. Abigail.'] I have already put in a minute from Inspector-General Fosbery. 2g _ ^ j..-
587. His Worship.] I want you to extract from the man what he did, and then it will be seen whether it ° '
is a trick or not.
588. Mr. Abigail.] I have to show your Worship whether it is a breach or contravention of the rule.
589. His Worship.] You get what he did, and call in the publican, and from the facts produced I can 
ascertain whether there is a trick or not. All it is necessary for you to do is to ascertain what the publican 
did, and what the constable says he did, and whether it comes within the regulation or not. Of course, 
when you address the Court, you can bring forward that statement if you like, and give your opinion then.
590. Mr Abigail.] Then you will meet me by saying “ Where is the evidence of the rule V
591. His Worship.] Of course there is a rule, but this is the interpretation of this rule; if the law were as 
interpreted by you it would prevent any convictions whatever.
592. Mr Abigail.] If you read Charge No. 3 you will see that part of my evidence goes straight in support 
of that charge. “ He was disguised as one of McMahon’s drivers.”
593. His Worship.] There is no good a constable going in with his metal buttons on; he could not get a 
conviction.
594. Mr. Abigail.] If your Worship expresses an opinion beforehand there is no good in going on. Your 
Worship says a.disguise is not a trick.
595. His Worship.] No. Ask the man what he did. That is what I want.
596. Mr. Abigail (to the witness).] I want to know from you whether you went to this Belleview Hotel 
on 3rd November, 1893, with Quelch, who is your senior constable? Yes.
597. And whether you detected the licensee in supplying liquor within prohibited hours ? Yes.
598. How were you attired on that occasion ? I was dressed in my own private trousers, and the coat I 
would not swear to ; I think it was an old coat of Quelch’s, and a slouch hat of Quelch’s, and I had a 
basket on my arm, which basket —. [Interrupted.]
599. Which basket? Was left outside on the kerbstone when I entered the public house.
600. What was the object of your having this old coat of Quelch’s on, the slouch hat of Quelch’s, and the 
basket on your arm ? I had to put plain clothes of some description on.
601. A basket is not part of a man’s attire ? I might as well have had Quelch’s clothes on as my own.
602. That is a very ingenious way of getting out of it.
603. His Worship (to the witness).] Answer in a straightforward way.
Mr. Abigail] A basket is not part of a man’s ordinary apparel. A set of false teeth might be, but a basket 
is not? The basket was to get close to the hotel without attracting attention.
604. His Worship] Was it not that you might not be known as a policeman. I do not suppose you would 
get a conviction if you went in in policeman’s clothes. Was it not that you should be considered one of the 
ordinary public ? Yes.
605. Mr. Abigail] Why did not you answer that question direct? You know that that was your object,
606. His Worship (to the witness).] Tell the exact truth about it from beginning to end.
607. Mr. Abigail] Did not you say you did not take the basket in? No ; I did not.
608. How near to the door did you leave it ? Some 4 or 5 yards.
609. Well, then, it must have been on the kerb ? It was on the kerb.
610. Are you sure it was not in the gutter, where no one could have seen it ? It may have been.
611. Now, did not you take it in with you ? No.
612. You were supposed to be a fisherman, a hawker ? No ; I was not.
613. Is there not a fishmarket in the vicinity of the hotel ? Yes.
614. Next door? Yes.
615. And you mean to say that your senior constable was posted outside when you were doing this ? He 
was somewhere in the vicinity.
616. And you were working under his instructions ? Yes.
617. Then he knew that you were endeavouring to deceive the publican?
618. His Worship.] You know the business of an informer is not one of very high order at any rate.
619. Mr Abigail] I want to know whether your superior officer, Senior-constable Quelch, knew that you 
had been endeavouring to deceive a publican into believing that you were not a policeman ? Yes.
620. His Worship.] Of course he was.
621. Mr. Bull] Can there be any doubt in the world about it ?
622. Mr. Abigail] And you prided yourself that you really did look like a real fish hawker? No.
623. Did not you say so ? I might have said so at the time.
624. There is no offence in it at all. Did not you afterwards go back to the station and publicly talk 
about how successfully you disguised yourself? Yes; I was not the first.
625. You were congratulated on your excellent acting, were you not? Yes.
626. This coat of Quelch’s was really a jumper—a sort of jumper worn by the Water Police? I do not 
recollect the coat; I would not swear it was Quelch’s coat.
627. But you have? I beg your pardon, I said I would not swear whose coat it was.
628. You have sworn deliberately here that you were in a pair of your own trousers and a coat of Quelch’s ?
No, I did not.
629. His Worship).] You went there for the purpose of ascertaining whether the law had been broken and 
disguised yourself as one of the ordinary frequenters of the place ? Your Worship, I did not swear that I 
had Quelch’s coat on.
630. Did you not go there for the purpose of being taken for one of the ordinary public buying liquor at 
the place ? Yes.
631. Mr. Abigail] By what door did you enter the hotel? It was the door in Redfern-street, next to the 
market.
632. That is opening on to the street ? Yes.
6l3jY0U Said y0111<?ft y°Ur basket eitliei' 011 the kerb or in the gutter, and that that is 4 or 5 yards from 
the door. Now,, do you not know perfectly well that from the gutter to the front door is only 4 feet ?
634. His Worship.] I will admit that it is perfectly immaterial whether he left the basket on the kerb or 
not. - ' r.ir-
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G. H. 635. Mr. But if lean show that he is a liar—. [Interrupted^
Edwards. 63q jIis Warship.] You are going outside the matter altogether. The publican has pleaded guilty. There

2q"otlSQ7 110 question whether the liquor was sold. .
0 ’’ ' 637. Mr. Abigail.] I am only questioning the manner in which the evidence was obtained.

638. Mr. Bull.] My friend is calling this witness to prove something, and then he says, “ If I can prove he
is a liar, I will prove something else.” .
639. Mr. Abigail (to the witness).] As a matter of fact you have been told by Quelch what your evidence ought 
to be at this commission 1 Oh no, I have not.
640. When did you see Quelch about your evidence on this Commission? I did not see Quelch about any
evidence. . .
641. Do you mean to say that you have never had any conversation with him nor he with you about the
evidence you should give ? No. . ...
642. His Worship] What is the use of going on with this? The man has admitted being disguised as a
fisherman into this place. .
643. Mr. Abigail.] If I can incidentally prove and put before your Worship that some of these witnesses 
have been influenced by Quelch into giving false evidence, I can —. [Interrupted.]
644. His Worship] He has not been giving false evidence. ^
645. Mr. Abigail (to the witness).] Do you say that you have never been interviewed by Quelch as to what
your evidence would be ? No, never asked as to what evidence I should give. .
646. Have you had any conversation with Quelch about your evidence at this Commission ? No.
647. Do you mean to stand there, having taken an oath, and swear that Quelch has never had any 
conversation with you about your being a witness here ? No, we have never gone into details.
648. His Worship.] They have naturally spoken about it. The whole thing has been before the public the
last week. Everybody has spoken about it ? I have not spoken of the direct evidence I should give. I 
have not spoken to anybody about it. _
649. Mr. Bull.] The question was: Have you spoken to Quelch or Quelch to you about the evidence you
should give? _
650. Mr. Abigail.) When you knocked at the door who opened the door to you ? Nobody opened it.
651. Mr. Bull.) Have you noticed the form of the question—“ when you knocked at the door” ? There is 
no evidence of that yet.
652. Mr. Abigail.] It was open when you walked in? Yes. .
653. What time was it? It was about twenty-five minutes past 5, or five and twenty to'6.
654. In the morning ? Yes. ■
655. Hotels ordinarily open at 6 o’clock ? Yes.
656. His Worship).] That is the legal hour ; they are not supposed to be open before that time. __
657. Mr. Bull.] Between 6 and 11 on the business days of the week—that is the Act. This was a Friday.
658. Mr. Abigail (to the witness).] Now, did you go to the “ Imperial Hotel ” on November 23rd of the 
same year ? Yes.
659. Were you similarly attired on that occasion? No.
660. Were you disguised? No. _
661. What particular form of disguise did you have on on that occasion—private clothes ? I think I had 
my own private clothes on on that occasion, and, instead of the round basket, similar to the fisher basket,

• I had a square basket with a handle to it.
662. I see the basket was “on the square” if you were not? We were both “on the square.” .
663. Instead of a basket, was not it a brick with a handkerchief tied over it ? No; no handkerchief, or 
no brick either.
664. As if you were carrying a very fat lunch ? No.
665. Was the basket empty or full ? Empty.
666. That was at 5-35 a.m. ? Yes, one of these two was about 5-35. I would not be sure which one it was.
667. That is in the vicinity of the fish market? It is rather further away.
668. It is in the neighbourhood, is it not? Yes, it is in Redfern. _
669. Now, you did not wear your own uniform on that occasion. Where was Quelch at that time, was he 
in your vicinity ? Yes, he was close by.
670. And you were acting under his instructions ? Yes.
671. Now, in either of these two cases, were either of you acting under the instructions of the Sub-Inspector 
under the Licensing Act ? I never took any orders of any description from the Inspector under the 
Licensing Act.
672. You take your orders from Quelch ? Yes. ■
673. You do not know where he got his orders? No.
674. How did you get into the “Imperial Hotel”? The gate was open.
675. Which gate? The gate round in Wells-street.
676. There is a spring on the gate, is not there ? I did not notice whether there was a spring on the gate,
677. You walked through the back way ? Yes.
678. Where was Quelch at this time ? With me.
679. You walked in together ? Yes.
680. He was in uniform ? Yes.
681. On the occasion when you walked into the “Belleview Hotel,” did he walk in too? No, he was just
behind me. _
682. Tell me, were you ever called upon for a report in connection with the entrapping of these two
licensees? No. _ _ _
683. I suppose that since these dates in November, 1893, you have been continually assuming disguises, 
have not you, and going out with Quelch ? No.
684. Did you hear Quelch say “ No” in that dramatic stage whisper of his just now ? No.
685. Well, I heard it. Now, did not you say in the station in the presence of your fellow constables, in 
connection with this commission, that you did not know which side to take—now, did you not ? I have no 
recollection of saying that.
686. Will you swear that you did not say in the Police Station, in the presence of your fellow officials, “ I
do not know which side to take”? No, I never said that. 687.
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687. Now, first you say you do not recollect it, and now you say you never said it; now, which is it1? I G. H.
never said that. Edwards.
688. You will swear positively you never said it 1 Yes. 2!H)ctA~1897
689. Don’t you know that neither a constable nor a senior-constable, unless the senior-constable be a '
sub-inspector under the Act, has any right to enter an hotel 1 I did not know then; I was not in the Force
six months ; how would I know it 1
690. Do you know it now 1 Yes, 1 know it now.
691. And did not Quelch tell you that the object he had in getting these prosecutions against licensees was 
to become appointed a sub-inspector, which meant £15 a year to him ? No, he never said any such thing 
to tne.
692. At anytime! At no time whatever.
693. Mr. Bull.] I object to that.
694. Mr. Abigail.] I will alter it to £5 1 No.
695. He never told you, did he 1 No.
696. Ifr. Bull.] Did your Worship notice the last question? However, the witness has said “No.” He 
never told you, did he, that the object he had in getting these prosecutions was to become a sub-inspector, 
which meant £5 a year to him ?
697. His Worship (to the witness).] Did he tell you that ? No.
698. Mr. Bull.] Now, speaking of the “Belleview Hotel ”—the matter came before the present gentleman,
His Worship, Mr. Johnson? Yes.
699. And the licensee pleaded.guilty, did he not? Yes.
700. Did he make any complaint at all to the magistrate with regard to his being tricked by you? No.
701. As a fact you swear that the door was open ? Yes.
702. The “ Belleview” ? Yes.
703. How many persons do you remember had you seen enter by that side door before you yourself went 
to the door ? Some three or four, at any rate.
704. And there can be very little doubt about it, Edwards, if you realise it, that if you had gone in your
uniform you would not have got within a mile of the hotel? No, certainly.
705. You were conscious that the law was being broken, or, at any rate, you suspected it was? I had seen 
the man doing a systematic trade at that hour in the morning. I had marked it myself.
706. You had seen the same publican doing a systematic trade on similar mornings ? Yes.
707. This was on a Friday morning; the 3rd of November was a Friday. Do you know as a fact—was it
not known to you, and to the other police officers, that this man systematically carried on business from 5 
o’clock in the morning ? Yes.
708. Do you know as a police officer that persons were about the hotel keeping watch, looking out in case
a policeman might come along ? That I do not know. •
709. Now, I want your Worship’s attention to this charge. Did you at any time that morning ask this 
publican for a drink ? No ; never.
710. Did you, by any trick or by any subterfuge, attempt to impose upon the publican ? No.
711. Is it true, as stated in this charge—I want your Worship’s attention to this—“That, in contravention 
of the strict instructions of the Inspector-General, who orders that no constable shall in any way try to 
trick a publican into supplying liquor within prohibited hours, Quelch disguised a young new policeman as 
a fisherman and sent him into an hotel next the fish market before 6 o’clock in the morning to appeal to the 
publican for a drink.” Is there any truth in that? None whatever.
712. He was charged, was he not, and convicted, pleading guilty, of supplying liquor to other persons, not 
to you ? No ; not to me.
713. And the disguise which you did adopt was what yon described? Yes.
714. Now, can you remember what coloured coat it was?—I am speaking now of the “Bellview”? No; I 
do not recollect the coat.
715. Do you remember what description of coat it was? I fancy it was rather a short coat with a band 
round the middle.
716. Do you know what a policeman’s jumper is ? Yes.
717. Undress? Yes.
718. Mr. Abigail?^ You have got one on? This is a jumper.
719. Mr. Bull.] Do you know what a Water Policeman’s jumper is? Yes.
720. Is that the description of the coat you had on, something short with a band on, as you have described 
it ? It was short, with a band on, as far as I can recollect.
721. 'Now let me take you away for a moment to the “Imperial,” that is Friend’s Hotel? Yes.
722. Is the description that you have given of the manner in which you were dressed the actual description 
of your dress? Your own clothes, civilian clothes? Yes.
723. And a small basket in your hand ? Yes.
724. What head-dress had you ? I had a slouch hat on, I think it was the same one as I had before.
725. Were you disguised in any way as a driver ? No.
726. One of McMahon’s drivers ? No. .
727. You and Quelch were the only Police Officers who were concerned in the prosecution of Friend for 
that offence ? Is that not so ? Yes.
728. Were you carrying a whip in your hand in imitation of a driver ? No.
729. Have you seen these drivers of McMahon’s ? Yes, I have seen them.
730. How were they usually dressed ? They usually have all clothes on and their shirt sleeves tucked up
to the elbows, carrying a coat over their arm, and whip in their hand and a tucker bag. -
731. Similar to this [producing one] ? Yes, similar to that.
732. And with regard to the trousers, have you noticed anything in regard to the manner of the tuck or 
anything of that sort in the trousers? Some of them are tied round about with string, or with a piece of 
tape.
733. The corporation style, like the corporation labourer ? Yes.
734. Now was any portion of that disguise adopted by you ? No, none of it.
735. And might I ask you was Friend the defendant in that case ?
736. Mr. Abigail.] Mr. Bull, I have not gone into Friend’s case.
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"Edwards Mr. Bull.^ You have gone to the “Imperial Hotel,” and I have gone too. The “Imperial Hotel’ is
war s,^ jjep^ by j£jcharcj Prieiad, at the comer of George and Wells Streets ? Yes.

29 Oct. 1897.^®' Tlmt is right 0PPosikc McMahon’8 stables! yes.
- 739. Well, did you see Mr. Friend at the police court the morning the matter was heard 1 Yes.

740. He appeared there himself, and pleaded guilty? Yes.
741. Did he make any charge or accusation to the Bench of any deceit practised upon him 1 Ho. I think 
he made a statement to the effect that it was his own fault for leaving the gate open.
742. I might ask you, with regard to the same publican, has he been convicted since ? I think he has been 
convicted once since then.
743. I will withdraw that question, and when I put Quelch in the box I will prove that beyond a doubt.
744. Mr. Abigail.] You have only got to insinuate and he is bound to say it.
745. Mr. Bull.] I do not want to insinuate anything.
746. His Worship.] The whole question was whether he acted in contravention of his instructions in 
disguising himself.
747. Mr. Bull.] Whether he disguised himself in the way they charge him here.
748. Mr. Abigail.] The thing is this, whether to catch the criminal the policeman should himself be a 
criminal?
749. Mr. Bull (to the witness).] You have been asked by Mr. Abigail, whether you were aware of an order 
of the purport which he himself nominated to you. Have you ever seen such an order ? Ho.
750. You have read these regulations through from beginning to end, have you not? Yes I did about four 
years ago.
751. The regulations “ for the general government and discipline of members of the Police Force of New 
South Wales?” Yes.
752. I suppose you will state on oath that there is nothing in this with regard to it ? I would not state it 
but I do not recollect it.
753. Have you any recollection of any rule ? I have no recollection of any such rule in that book.
754. I suppose you recognise these books 1 Yes.
755. They are the four order books, are they not, since 1887. You know what an order book is, don’t you? 
Yes.
756. Don’t you know that these books contain the whole of the minutes of the Inspector-General, and 
orders through the superintendents to supernumerary policemen ? Yes.
757. Would you be surprised to know that in none of these orders or books is there any such order or 
instruction ; have you ever seen it ? No.
758. The books are here; my friend may use them for any purpose he may please.
759. Mr. Abigail.] Do you mean to infer, from your replies to Mr. Bull’s questions, that every driver is 
dressed as you described, with a whip in his hand, too? Well, I do not see every driver.
760. How did you dress on the occasion ? As 1 have described to Mr. Bull.
761. How did you describe it? My own clothes and a square basket.
762. Your sleeves rolled up ? No.
763. Your coat over your arm ? No.
764. Your tucker-bag ? No.
765. Did you not have a bag like this (producing one)1 No.
766. Mr. Bull.] My friend has gone all through these questions as to how he was dressed at the time of the 
“ Imperial.”
767. His Worship.] I think it perfectly immaterial.
768. Mr. Abigail.] I want to prove that there was a disguise, and you say that it is immaterial.
769. His Worship.] Of course there was a disguise; a man does not go into a public-house to detect breaches 
of the law in the uniform of a policeman. I admit that it has been proved that this man was disguised.
770. Mr. Abigail.] Then, why did your Worship think it was sufficiently serious to make a charge of it? 
You have actually tabulated it as one of the charges.
771. HisWorship.] They were your charges, taken from Hansard; they are not my charges. I think a 
great many of them are most trumpery. I did not tabulate them ; the police tabulated them, and sent them 
here to me. They are what were said in the House word for word from Hansard.
772. Mr. Abigail.] Well, then your Worship will be good enough to patiently allow me to justify them if I 
can. If the evidence that I propose to produce is not sufficiently material to justify your Worship in finding 
for us, then find against us.

- 773. His Worship.] It is for you to try to prove them, and for the other side to try to disprove them. They
are not my charges. They are your client’s charges. .
774. Mr. Abigail to the witness.] You admit that you were disguised when you went into Friend’s 
“Imperial Hotel ”? Yes.
775. And you will admit that Quelch was not disguised ? No, he was not disguised.
776. And he and you went in together? In one case yes.
777. Now, did not you go in in both cases in the instance at the “ Belleview Hotel,” and ditto in the 
“ Imperial Hotel”; and did not you yourself ask the licensees or somebody who was attending to the bar in 
each hotel, for a drink? No, I never did in either case.
778. Mr. Hull] In Friend’ s case you and Quelch entered together? Yes.
779. That is, entered the gate in Wells-street? Yes.

Inspector
Lawless.

29 Oct., 1897.

Inspector Edmund Lawless was called and sworn :—
780. Mr. Abigail] Do you not know under the Licensing Act that no one in the Police Force has any 
authority to enter licensed premises, even where a breach of the Licensing Act is in actual commission 
unless he be a superintendent or a sub-inspector under the Licensing Act ? Is that not so ? A serjeant or 
a constable empowered by a written authority from the superintendent.
781. Under the Licensing Act he must be a sub-inspector, must not he ? No.
782. Of course he may be a senior-constable in the Police Force ; but he must be a sub-inspector under the
Licensing Act ? Not necessarily. 783.



783. Ills Worshvp.] He must be to demand adinission? An amendment of the Act says that a senior- 
constable can be made a sub inspector.
784. Mr. Abigail.^ That is what I say. He must be a sub-inspector, must not he? No. In some of the 
country districts the constables and senior-constables have a distinct authority from the superintendent.
785. Do you not know that the Licensing Act says this, the 21st section of the 45 Yictoria, No. 14—“Any 
of the persons hereinafter described having reasonable cause for suspecting unlawful or disorderly proceed
ings to be carried on, or of any breach of this Act, or the Licensing Act of 1883, to have been committed, or 
to be in process of commission, in any licensed premises, or the appurtenances thereto, at any time during 
the day or night, may demand entrance into such premises or appurtenances, namely:—(l) Any superin
tendent, inspector, sub-inspector, or serjeant of police ” ? That is what I say.
785|-. “ (h) Any senior-constable duly authorised by any general authority under the seal of a Licensing 
Court, (hi) Any inspector appointed under this Act. (iv) Any constable authorised in writing by a 
licensing magistrate, justice, or superintendent of police.” And 46 Victoria, No. 24, that is the Amending 
Act, says : “ The provisions of section 21 of the Principal Act shall be applicable as well to any breach of 
this Act as of the Principal Act. But in no case shall any person be liable to the penalty prescribed by 
the said section for delaying admittance within the meaning of that section, unless such delay be wilful ” ? 
That is under the Act, is it not ?
786. His Worship.} That is to “demand entrance.” He cannot “demand entrance,” but he can go in if 
the door is open, just as much as you or I or any one else can go in.
787. Mr. Abigail.} “Any inspector appointed under this Act—any superintendent, sub-inspector, or 
serjeant of police, any constable authorised—in writing by a licensing magistrate, justice, or superintendent 
of police.”
788. His Worship.} I overrule that objection altogether.
789. Mr. Abigail.} It is not an objection, it is evidence. I submit it must go down.
790. His Worship.} Of course, it can go down.
791. Mr. Abigail [to the witness).} Are not the persons just mentioned by me the only persons entitled to 
enter licensed premises where a breach of the Act is being committed ? Under certain conditions.
792. Under the Act ? That maybe; but there is something that might override the Act—for instance, 
there might be a great disorder.
793. Mr. Bull.} What a nice state of things might exist if my friend’s construction of the Act were 
law.
794. Mr. Abigail.} My argument will be based on this : that this man endeavoured to secure promotion, to 
get an addition to his income by being promoted to sub-inspector under the Act.
795. His Worship.) It is a very natural thing for any man to do if he can.
796. Mr. Abigail.} He sets the rules of the department absolutely at defiance.
797. His Worship.} That is not one of your charges.
798. Mr. Abigail (to the witness).} I want to know from you, as Inspector of your division, had Senior- 
constable Quelch any authority to take any policeman, and to command that policeman to assume disguise 
and to enter licensed premises, he not having any authority to do so under the Act ? Yes ; if the licensee 
made no objection to his entry.
799. But if the licensee were not asked at all, and the constable and senior-constable walked in, had he any 
authority to do it—was it part of his duty ? Certainly, if there was a breach of the law ; if the door was 
open he could walk in. If you read further, there is a clause which empowers a constable, accompanied by 
someone else, to walk in.
800. His Worship.} It has not anything to do with the tabulated charge.
801. Mr. Abigail (to the witness).) Do you not know that there is a rule which you, in your position, have 
had to promulgate in your own division, to the effect that no constable shall trick a publican by disguise or 
any other form of trickery into committing offences ? Certainly. No trickery of any kind.
802. And a disguise is part of trickery ? I do not see that there is any disguise in a person putting on 
plain clothes. Certainly, if he was using any trick or doing anything which could be construed into a trick 
then that would be against the rules.
803. Pardon me, is this not trickery for a constable to assume the disguise of a fish hawker, and to go into 
an hotel and to pretend that he is a fish hawker by his disguise, is that not trickery 1. Certainly, if you can 
state what a fish hawker’s disguise is, or who is a fish hawker, but I really could not.
804. Will you state this : if a constable puts on any other clothing when on duty, and not his uniform, is 
not that a trick 1 Not if he gets instructions to do it.
805. So far as a licensee is concerned, between the licensee and the constable assuming the disguise, is that 
not a trick ? No ; I should say it was a trick if he disguised himself as a Salvationist, or put on a volunteer’s 
uniform, or the uniform of the Naval Brigade, then I should say this time it was a trick.
806. You would say a Salvationist uniform would be a disguise, and a fish hawker’s uniform is not ? 
Certainly. If you can show what a fish hawker’s uniform is I will tell you.
807. Do you mean to seriously say that if a policeman on duty assumed someone else’s clothing, or the 
clothing of a tradesman or a mechanic, that is not inducing the publican to think he is what the policeman 
assumes himself to be ? I cannot say what the clothes were like he had on. He might have had Mr. 
Dacey’s clothes on, or yours.
808. Mr. Bull.} Is not this the charge: that Quelch got a new policeman to disguise himself to trick the 
publican into selling him, the new policeman, a drink ? If he drank in the house he did wrong. If he 
asked the publican to supply him with drink he did wrong.
809. Mr. Abigail.} As a matter of fact, for the last seven years, how many public-houses have you visited
yourself in your position of Sub-inspector ? 70 or 80. ,
810. Have you visited more than two ?
811. Mr. Bull.} Why, he says 70 or 80.
812. Mr. Abigail.} Is it not a fact that you personally have only made two visits as Sub-inspector under 
the Licensing Act, have only made two visits to public-houses ? What, to catch them under the Act ?
813. As a Sub-inspector under the Licensing Act, how many visits have you made to public-houses ? I can 
show you a book that will certify to you that I have made 100 visits, because I am obliged to visit the 
houses to report upon them.
814. Has not Senior-serjeant Bell had that duty imposed upon him ? Not at all.
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^Lawless1" lie n0^ personally ecmplEiincd to you that lie has? Certainly not.
_ A ^ 81®- Worship.! Is there any rule in writing with regard to this matter of disguise 2 I believe, but I 

29 Oct 1897 cann°l; ascertain—[Interrupted],
’ 817. Or is it simply that the Inspector-General has given an opinion on the matter verbally? It is an

opinion, I believe, that he wrote in reference to something that took place in 1882 or 1883.
818. Mr. Bull.] That is right, and it is with reference to a report which was sent in by a publican to the 
then Minister of Justice, now Mr. Justice Cohen—I was in the case—where a policeman had adopted the 
disguise of an old woman. The opinion of the Minister of Justice can be very easily found. He justified 
it. He said that if the publicans made up their minds to commit incessant infraction of the Act the police 
were driven to the necessity for adopting some disguise for the purpose of catching them.
819. Mr. Abigail.] I protest against the immorality of that decision.
820. Mr. Bull.] The gentleman has been elevated to the Bench since then. If a man went in any disguise 
himself into an hotel during prohibited hours, and induced the publican to supply him in that disguise, most 
certainly it would be wrong; but if a policeman, knowing that an offence is being committed and that 
systematic trade is going on, wants to catch the publican at that trade0 he can adopt what he may consider 
to be a sufficient disguise to prevent his recognition as a policeman.
821. Mr. Abigail.] Inspector-General Fosbery is a personal authority, and he says the thing is bad.
822. Mr. Bull.] He expressed an opinion upon a complaint sent in about Quelch, that Quelch by his trick 
had induced the publican to serve this young policeman.
823. Mr. Abigail.] If publicans are to be at the mercy of men who have the character given them by 
Inspector-General Fosbery, then there is no hope for the publicans. [To the witness.] Do you remember 
a question on this very case being asked in the Legislative Assembly on the 3rd of April, 1894, to this 
effect : “ Is it a fact that Senior-constable Quelch has succeeded in having some publicans fined under the

( Licensing Act by disguising himself as a fish hawker?” I remember I reported upon it. [Exhibit No. 6.]
824. And did you reply as follows : I have the honor to report that I have made inquiry, and so far as I 
can ascertain there is no foundation for the statement made in the first question re the catching of the 
publicans, the senior-constable being in uniform all the time”? Now, I ask you candidly, did not you take 
advantage of the form of that question to burke the real issue by answering it specifically as asked, when 
you knew that the question if asked correctly meant: “ Did not the Senior-constable Quelch disguise a 
young policeman ” ? You put the question in such a roundabout way—did not I do this and did not I do 
that ? I did nothing of the kind. If you would ask me a question in a straightforward way I might be 
able to answer you in a straightforward way.
825. As you are a simple man, I will put my question in a simple way, and then you will probably he 
simple enough to understand it. I ask you now did you not answer the question as it was specifically asked? 
I answered the question as I got it.
826. And did not you know very well at the time that the fact aimed at was the disguise, not of Quelch, 
but of the constable who was in his company at the time? 1 answered according to my opinion of the fact.
827. Did not you know at the time that you answered that question that it was intended to mean that the
constable who accompanied Quelch was disguised? Now, did you not? I did not know what they intended. 
I answered the question as I got it. ■
828. Did not you make merry of this ? I cannot enter into your brain and determine what you are thinking 
about ? I answered it as I got it, and I answered it truthfully.
829. I am trying to penetrate [Interrupted.] You are trying to penetrate me for. something I have not got.
830. Very well, if you have not got any brains I cannot help it.
831. Mr Bull.] That is the way questions are answered in Parliament. I have been a witness several times, 
and I think I give as little information as I can. It is an art to answer questions.
832. Mr. Abigail.] It is a science, not an art. It is the science of deceit. I think when a man is made a 
member of Parliament he loses all sense of morality. [To the witness.) Don’t you see these terms “ there is 
no foundation for the statement made in the first question”? Yes.
833. Did not you know that this young man had been disguised ? I wrote according to my convictions, 
and nothing more.
834. Although you knew that the member asking the question had evidently fallen into a mistake in the 
way in which he asked it ? I did not know what Mr. Black had done or what he did not do. I never had

. any interview with Mr. Black on that question.
835. Now, this Mr. Cooper, Belleview Hotel, you will admit that he is a very reputable man ? I do not 
remember anything against his reputation. I am not aware of anything against him.
836. And that there was no record against him at all prior to this conviction ? Not that I am aware of.
837. Now, did not he come into your station and personally complain to you of the tactics used by Quelch 
and his subordinate, young Edwards, in entering into his hotel as they did this morning ? He may have 
done so, but I cannot remember. It is surprising to me if he did that he did not write me a letter or some
thing of that kind. They generally do, and then I call upon the constable for an explanation in writing.
838. Is it your duty to protect your officers only, and to forget your duty to the public ? Certainly not, I 
am sworn to protect the public.
839. Mr. Bull.) I object to that.
840. His Worship.) That has nothing to do with it at all.
841. Mr. Bull.] Do you remember whether, on the occasions referred to, when the offences were committed

• by the licensees of the Belleview and Imperial Hotels, do you remember whether Quelch then was acting
under certain instructions from you ? He was.
842. Special instructions ? Yes.
843. And that special duty had relation to the manner in which certain hotels were kept ? Yes.
844. Was Edwards also with Quelch acting under the same instructions ? I was told so ; but I did not see 
him.
845. But if Quelch was doing duty under special instructions from you, and Edwards accompanied him, he 
would also be doing duty under special instructions ? Certainly.
846. Might I ask you have you ever heard from anybody that Quelch on that occasion at 'the Belleview 
personally adopted a disguise and imposed upon the publican to supply him with liquor 2 Never, never 
heard any question of it.
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847. You wait a moment. I will put the question to you. Was not this the very question that was asked Inspector 
in the House by Mr. Fegan, on Mr. Black’s behalf, and answered by you \Exhibit 6] : “ Is it a fact that Lawless. 
Senior-constable Quelch has succeeded in having some publicans fined under the Licensing Act by disguising 2g"oct ]897. 
himself as a fish-hawker, and obtaining liquor some minutes before the prescribed opening hour I” Was. not ’’ 
that the charge made against Quelch 1 I believe so; but I cannot remember, because it is so long since.
I cannot remember the exact words. I made inquiries and reported on it.
848. Is not that itl \Paper handed to witness.] My friend read it; but he did not read it all ? Yes, I 
think so.
849. In that very charge made by Mr. Black Quelch was charged himself with having adopted “ the disguise 
of a fish-hawker,” and that he himself had imposed upon the publican to get him to supply him (Quelch) 
with drink before the opening hour i Yes, it was something to that effect,
850. You had never heard of such a thing as that from anybody, not even from the publican 1 No.
851. Not even from the publican ; it is very funny. Now, Mr. Lawless, have you read these charges upon 
which this inquiry is being held ? Yes, I read them in a copy of Hansard, and his Worship gave me a copy 
to read.
852. You noticed that these charges made no such complaint as that Quelch himself imposed, or attempted 
to impose, on the publican, but that he employed some new hand in the police force to practise that deceit.
Had you ever heard that even Edwards, the supernumerary, in adopting any disguise which he did adopt, 
did it for the purpose of imposing upon the publican, and did impose upon the publican to supply him 
(Edwards) with drink ? No. Both the parties pleaded guilty when they were brought before the court.
853. But they pleaded guilty to supplying liquor to persons then in the house, not to a policeman in disguise 1 
No. If they had supplied the policeman with liquor, I would not have summoned them.
854. Mr. Abigail.] You know better than that. I have been in the court when you yourself have done 
that.
855. Mr. Bull.] Do you remember any one case in the Redfern division since you have been there where 
any publican has been convicted for supplying any policeman 1 No.
856. Mr Abigail.] The informers in the cases I am referring to have been the policemen in plain clothes ?
Never during my charge of the division.
857. Mr Bull.] During the last seven or eight years—and my friend has not been in practice longer than 
that—do you know of your own knowledge of a conviction of a publican for supplying drink to a policeman 
under any circumstances? No. They have been convicted for sly grog selling.
858. I am speaking of publicans, licensed publicans? No.
859. Now these are the rules, are they not, of the .New South Wales Police Force? Yes.
860. And you have already said, and I want it again, that a copy of these is supplied to every constable
as soon as he is a policeman ? Yes, and there is a strict injunction to read them. ■ -
861. Is there any rule from the first page to the last which says that some disguise is not to be adopted for 
the purpose of detecting a thief ? No.
862. Or anybody who makes a breach of the law ? I am not aware of it.
863. Do you recognise these four books ? Are they not the Order Books? Yes.
864. I may tell you that they range from 1887 to 1897, the whole range of Quelch’s reign of terror out 
there ? Yes.
865. Can you say from any knowledge that you have of these books that they comprehend or comprise any 
order from any superior police officer of the same purport or import ? Not that I am aware of.
866. Are there any other books which would give the information? I think not; I do not know of it.
867. Mr. Abigail.] I do not say they are in the book ; Isay they have been promulgated by minutes.
868. Mr. Bull.] If a general minute had been made by the Inspector-General of Police, or by a superinten
dent, would it not be contained in one of these four books during that period ? I think so; yes. Of course 
I have private circulars.
869. That is another matter ? I have private instructions, yes.
870. I am speaking of those instructions, minutes, or orders, which all the members of the Police Force have 
a right to ascertain ? Yes.
871. Of course, I can quite understand that you have special private instructions ? Of course they can be 
easily obtained.
872. Do you know of any order or regulation consonant with this second charge that, in contravention of 
the strict instructions of the Inspector-General, who orders “That no constable shall in any way try to 
trick a publican into supplying liquor within prohibited hours, &c., &c. ”? I admit that there has been a 
minute, I do not know that there is an order, but I believe there is a minute. We cannot find it just now, 
it is a long time back, but it is in reference with something connected with the Haymarket that the Inspec
tor-General decidedly set his face against any attempt at disguise, where a policeman dressed himself up as 
a female or as a Naval Brigadier, but not in ordinary clothes.
873. That was to obtain liquor by that trick ? Yes.
874. You have been associated with the city forces for many years ? Thirty-two years nearly.
875. Do you remember a conviction of a publican for supplying liquor to a police officer, or some person 

' disguised in the garb of an old woman? No.
876. Do you remember the circumstance being referred to the then Minister of Justice? I cannot say I
remember it. ■
877. Now, the minute which you refer to, which you cafinot find, has relation to this circumstance, has it 
not, that no police officer would be justified under any circumstances in assuming a disguise for the purpose 
of entrapping the publican into supplying liquor to himself? Certainly.
878. That is the minute. Do you know of any regulation or order which prevents this being done, a police 
officer in his rounds satisfies himself that a systematic trade is being carried on by a certain publican within 
prohibited hours, he makes a report of that circumstance to his superior officer. Do you know of anything 
in the nature of a Police regulation or order which would prevent that policeman from dressing in civilian 
clothes for the purpose of obtaining an opportunity of seeing and satisfying himself that an offence was 
being committed ? I do not know of any.
879. You know of none ? No.
880. Mr Abigail.] I want to know in this very strong minute, by the Inspector-General, which you say has 
gone astray and you cannot find it—[interrupted]—I cannot say whether it is a very strong minute, 881,
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881. Now you say that the Inspector-General certainly sets his face against policemen assuming disguises 
of any sort 1 Oh, no ; you mentioned the word “trickery.”
882. You said disguise 1 The term is so general.

c ' 883. I am not asking what you did mean ; but what the Inspector-General did actually say 1 I cannot tell 
you the words; I cannot find out. I looked this morning. _ _
884. You told Mr. Bull that the effect of the minute was that the Inspector-General set his face against 
any disguise being assumed by a policeman? Yes, for the purpose of getting drink.
885. For the purpose of getting convictions ? Getting drink. _
886. Was it not for the purpose of getting convictions against publicans ? No. For the purpose of getting
drink; you can construe it into that if you think proper. ... .
887. Did not the Inspector-General in his minute set his face against the police assuming disguises or being 
guilty of any trick by means of which publicans were to be entrapped into becoming guilty of breaches of 
the Licensing Act ? Any trick, certainly.
888. Or any disguise ? It depends upon what would be considered disguise. _
889. I only want to get at the fact. You are trying to justify the fact, and talk all round it. I only want
to get at the nature of this minute? Well, I never heard any minute which prevented a constable putting 
on plain clothes. _
890. I am not talking about plain clothes. I am only going into the question as to whether the minute 
was not against a constable assuming disguise or being guilty of any trick ? Being guilty of any trick.
891. Or assuming any disguise ? It all depends upon what you mean by disguise.
892. In the instance quoted by you ; I am asking you what the minute was? I cannot tell you exactly, 
because I cannot get it.
893. Did not you say just now that the minute included the term “disguises”? No. _
894. You did not say that here, in answer to Mr. Bull’s question, two or three minutes ago, that the minute 
of the Inspector-General mentioned the word “ disguised ” ? I do not think so.
895. His Worship.'] I think he did mention the word “ disguise.” _
896. Mr. Bull.] I question it; he did not say it ? Of course the word “ disguise ” would be “ trick,” 
according to Mr. Abigail’s version of it; but what I mean is that a constable would not be prohibited from 
putting on plain clothes. He would be prohibited from going as a female.
897. Mr. Abigail.] Or a fish-hawker, or a Salvation Army recruit ? Or a Salvation Army recruit.
898. Or a clergyman, or a solicitor ? There are are all sorts of disguises.
899. His Worship.] You are losing sight of the point altogether. _
900. Mr. Abigail.] I am going to show that the minute is to the effect that no constable has any right to 
assume any disguise or any trick to trap a licensee into committing any breach of the Act in any way.
901. His Worship : It is impossible that the Inspector-General could have said such a thing?
902. Mr. Abigail: I have got it from the witness. I am told by your Worship that it is impossible for him 
to have said it ; how is your Worship to know ?
903. His Worship.] Detectives do it every day.
904. Mr Abigail.] Your Worship cannot take judicial cognizance of anything of the kind.
905. His Worship.] I am quite willing to admit that a man should not disguise himself to entrap a publican 
into committing a breach of the law for him.
906. Mr. Abigail.] I will reduce that to a reductio ad absurdum. Supposing a constable, disguised in plain 
clothes or disguised as a Salvation Army man, goes into a hotel, and there are half a dozen men there, none 
of them drinking, and he says, “ Come on, chaps, and we will have a drink,” and the licensee immediately 
serves the other six and does not serve him. Is not that a circumstance under which this minute would 
operate? [Witness.] In that case the constable would be committing a breach of the Regulations.
907. How many times does a constable do that? I never knew an instance of that yet. I should report it 
if he did.
908. His Worship.] That would be a trick.
909. Mr Bull.] I have never heard a case yet where the publican said the constable called for a drink.
910. Mr. Abigail.] I will give you an instance. The licensee of the Tom Ugly’s Point Hotel was charged with
a breach of the Act, selling on Sunday; and the evidence was this : that a sergeant of police, who was a sub
inspector under the Act went into the hotel. He had been in the week before, with some friends, with 
whom he had been out fishing; and the Sunday following he went in with his basket and induced the 
publican to assume that he was out fishing, and the liquor was supplied to him. The publican was brought 
into the Court afterwards, and it was immediately shown that the man was caught by a trick; but he was 
convicted and fined. ‘
911. Mr. Bull.] My friend is wrong. The house was Sandringham, and the officer was Senior-Serjeant 
Mackay.
912. Mr. Abigail.] Then, assuming that the locale is wrong, the facts are all right.
913. Mr Bull.] The facts are not correct. He did not assume to be a fisherman. Mr. Mackay had been 
out on special police duty, and had observed something, and he assumed that if he went dressed in his 
ordinary clothes he would get served, and he did go in his ordinary clothes, and he did get served.
914. Mr. Abigail.] He was one of a party introduced by a bank manager the week before as his friend, and 
he went the week after.
915. His Worship.] It does not affect this question at all.
916. Mr. Abigail (to the Witness).] You say the minute only affects tricks and not disguises? Yes.
917. You say a disguise is not a trick ? No.
918. Is not part of a trick ? No.
919. There is no element of trickery in a disguise ? No.
920. His Worship.] None whatever.
921. Mr. Abigail.] I know instances where your Worship has committed people for false pretences where 
the only false pretence has been dressing up as a drunk sergeant.
922. His Worship.] In order to commit a fraud ; that is a different thing.
923. Mr. Abigail.] Is not this a fraud to get a licensee to commit a breach of the act.
924. His Worship.] There is no proof in this case that anything of the sort was done. The man went in
ordinary clothes, and saw other people drinking. I admit that if he obtained a drink himself he would 
break the regulations. 923.
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925. Mr. Abigail?^ But your Worship can. read between the lines. _ Inspector
926. Mr. Suppose Quelch had sent this man in before him in any disguise at all, and he, by anything aw ess.
that he had adopted, had attempted to impose upon the publican, and Quelch had given his consent. What ^
would a police officer think under the circumstances 1 It would be the senior officer’s duty to report him. ■’ ‘
927. And if it was reported, what would be the result 1 He would he severely punished.
928. The policeman would. Would the publican be summoned at all? No; he could not have been. I 
have known instances of the kind where I have reported such matters to the Superintendent, and I have- 
refused to summon.
929. Mr. Abigail.] Is there any minute to that effect? I have refused, of course, to summon. I would not
do anything of the kind. .
930. Mr. Bull.] You were asked by my friend earlier in this Commission whether you yourself had not been
so absolutely inactive and inefficient, or wanting in zeal, as only, during the time that you have been at 
Redfern, to visit two of the hotels in the whole of that division ? _
931. Mr. Abigail.] Made two rounds, two general visits ; what I mean by that is that he has visited on 
two occasions all the hotels in his division.
932. Mr. Bull.] The insinuation now is that only on two occasions did you deem it necessary as a matter 
of duty (or did you do it as a fact) to visit the hotels in your division on two separate occasions ? I could 
not tell you.
933. You know the provisions of the Principal Act? Yes.
934. You know that you yourself are the District Inspector ? Yes.
935. You have made quarterly reports ? Yes, I got that from the senior-serjeants.
936. You yourself have to make a report ? Yes ; I report, and that is taken to the Chief Inspector, who 
reports to the Bench.
937. “ The District Inspector in every Licensing District shall furnish to the Clerk of the Court, at least 
ten days before each. Quarterly Sitting, a report of every licensed public-house in such district, &c., &c.” 1 
Yes.
938. Mr. Bull.] My friend attacks Mr. Lawless by saying that he is so wanting in zeal that he has only 
been round twice himself.
939. Mr Abigail.] What I did say was this, that I was entitled incidentally to bring out any maladmis- 
tration or any inefficiency if I could do so by putting questions to the witnesses.
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Senior-sergeant Robert Bell was called and sworn :—

940. Mis Worship.] What is your name? Robert Bell.
941. And you are a senior-sergeant of police stationed at Redfern? Yes.
942. Mr Abigail.] Your superior would be Inspector Lawless ? Yes.
943. The police duties under the Licensing Act in the district of Redfern would be more immediately under 
your supervision than under Mr. Lawless, the detail work, would not it ? The detail work, I think, would 
be more under me.
944. Would not you do the visiting in furnishing this quarterly report? Yes, as a rule I generally visit the
hotels. -
945. Now, this Mr. Cooper, of the “ Belleview Hotel,” what character did he hold as a publican ?
946. Mr. Bull.] That is not in question here. _
947. Mr. Abigail.] I will show you directly what bearing it has. Your contention is that he was guilty of 
systematic trading. 1 want to show his character.
948. Mis Worship.] There is a record of his being fined.
949. Mr. Abigail.] Once.
950. Mr. Bull.] I will prove now a subsequent conviction.
951. Mr. Abigail.] Oh, I am asking now for his character previously.
952. Mis Worship.] It is entirely out of the scope of this commission.
953. Mr. Abigail.] Previously to this conviction of Cooper’s on the information of Quelch, what was the
character of Cooper as a publican? I know nothing against the man? ,
954. Did he not have a good character as a publican ? So far as I knew.
955. Now, was Quelch on that morning of the 3rd of November, 1893, so far as you know, acting under 
your instructions or under the instructions of any other inspector or sub-inspector under the Licensing Act 
in entering this hotel kept by Cooper ? He was not acting under my instructions.
956. Do you know whether he was acting under anybody else’s instructions ? I could not say.
957. We have got it he was not acting under Mr. Lawless’s instructions.
958. Mr. Bull.] Mr. Lawless said he was.
959. Mr. Abigail]. He only said he thought he was. (To the witness.) Do you know of any rule against 
the assuming of disguises by constables, or the trapping of publicans into breaches of the act by tricks on 
the part of constables ? No, I do not.
960. Do you not know that there is a very strong minute of the Inspector-General’s in existence against 
the police assuming disguises and endeavouring to entrap publicans in that way ? I am not aware of that.
961. You set your face against.that practice, do you not, in your instructions to subordinates ? Well, when 
I go out on Sunday I generally dress in the ordinary way of dressing on Sunday.
962. But you would not assume a disguise ? No.
963. And you would not allow a subordinate to assume a disguise? No.
964. And you would not allow a subordinate acting under your instructions to be guilty of any trick in 
getting any publicans to commit a breach of the act? I would not allow him to do anything that I would 
not do myself.
965. The whole matter of the supervision of the public-houses in your division has been more on your 
shoulders than on Mr. Lawless’, has it not? Well, as far as inspecting them and seeing that they were 
correct and clean.
966. Do you remember Cooper coming to the station after his conviction and making a complaint against 
Constable Quelch and young Edwards? Well, I am not sure. 1 heard that he had come to the station.
967. And did he not make a complaint ? I only heard something. 968.

Senior-sergt. 
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Senior-sergt. 9g8. About being entrapped by Quelch disguising Edwards as a fish-hawker? Well, I did not see him; I
HobertUell. on]y hearcl s0
29 Oct 1897 Abigail.^ I would like the Observation Book produced for that date with the entry of this case

’ against Cooper by Quelch.
970. Mr. Bull.] It is explained that there would be no observation against a case by summons. The object 
of the Observation Book was that it should be brought before your Worships at the annual meeting in the 
in the nature of an objection, and the constables would give evidence from their observations, but no 
observation was made here, as a summons was issued.
971. Mr. Abigail.] I only want your Worship to see it when you are coming to a decision. I do not want 
to see it.
972. Mr. Bull.'] I suppose you look upon it that it would be a portion of your duty if you were instructed 
by your superior officer to visit the different hotels so that he might make the necessary report on their 
condition 1 Oh, yes ; I always receive his instructions.
973. And you acted under those instructions ? Oh, yes.
974. You have not been particularly active with regard to the prosecution of publicans in the Redfern 
district for offences ? No.
975. Might I suggest this : suppose you are on night duty to-night, would it be proper to suggest that you 
would leave that duty about 3 o’clock to-morrow morning? Yes.
976. And you would not be on duty until when? Till the following night.
977. You would have to report yourself just the same as any other police officer ? Yes, going off duty.
978. And then whoever came on in relief would take that particular duty that you had been taking up to 
that hour ? Yes.
979. So that you would know very little about the conduct of Cooper’s house down near the fish-markets at 
5 in the morning? No ; I would be off duty then.
980. In fact you would be happily in bed, like all well-intentioned people ? Yes.
981. Now, do you not know that Cooper was subsequently to this summoned and convicted for selling on
Good Friday ? I believe he was. '
982. He has left this house ? Some time ago.
983. How long ago would you say ? I dare say it would be close on a couple of years ago now since he left.
984. Do you know who keeps the house now ? Yes, a man named Roderick.
985. I suppose you cannot tell us as a fact whether Roderick has been summoned for an offence during the 
two years he has been there ? I do not think so, although I have had occasion to go in there a couple of 
times when there was some little disturbance.
986. That is only of course during opening hours, not during prohibited hours? No.
987. So that apparently a better state of things exists under the new regime than under the old? Yes. 
He keeps a better house.
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Constable George Cress Harrison was called and sworn :—
Constable 988. His Worship: What is your name ? Constable George Cress Harrison.
Harrison. 989. Mr. Abigail.] You remember the manner in which a conviction was obtained by Senior-Constable 

Quelch and Constable Edwards against the licensee of the “ Belleview Hotel ? I remember the morning. 
29 Oct., 1897. Xhat is all.

990. Do you remember did you see Quelch and Edwards leave the station that morning to go down to the 
hotel? No I did not see them leave the station.
991. Did you see them in the morning ? Yes.
992. Where did you see them? In the station.
993. How was Edwards attired ? He was dressed in old clothes ; it appeared to be an old coat he had on ; 
I did not take any notice of his trousers, he had an old slouch hat, and I do not remember, certainly, whether 
he had a handkerchief round his neck.
994. Was Quelch with him ? He was in the station while I was there.
995. Was he dressing in the station ? He fitted the things on him in the station when I saw him.
996. Who fitted him with them ? Quelch helped him.
997. As a matter of fact Quelch was dressing him up ? I do not say he was dressing him altogether, he 
was assisting him.
998. His Worship.] It seems waste of time; I admit the fact that he went disguised in both of the cases.
999. Mr. Abigail.] Don’t you see your Worship has already expressed an opinion as to what the value of 
that is, and I want to get all the evidence down to see the value of your Worship’s opinion afterwards.
1000. His Worship.] I admit that he was disguised, and that he saw liquor sold to other people, but did not
take any liquor himself. .
1001. Mr Abigail.] Did you have any conversation with Quelch about this case? No ; the only conversa
tion was that Senior-Constable Quelch made a remark to the effect that he was a fish hawker.
1002. The effect of it was, “ Don’t you think that he would make a good fish hawker.” Yes.
1003. His Worship.] I will admit the fact that he went there disguised as a fish hawker.
1004. Mr. Abigail.] Because it is a matter of evidence now ? [Witness] I could not remember the words ; 
I said he made a remark.
1005. Then they both left the station ? I do not know where they went, nor what they were going to do.

Senior-constable William Edward Quelch was called and sworn:—
Senior- 1006. His Worship.] What is your name ? William Edward Quelch. 

constable 1007. Mr. Abigail.] You are a senior-constable, stationed at Redfern ? Yes.
W.E.Quelch. 1008. You will admit, will you not, that what Edwards and Harrison say about Edwards being dressed in 

disguise °f a fish hawker is true ? I will admit what Constable Edwards said, but I will not admit 
29 Oct., 1897. what Constable Harrison said. 1009.
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1009. Do you deny what Harrison said ? I deny that I passed remarks that 
fish hawker.
1010. What did you say ? I did not pass any such remark at all.
1011. You are perfectly friendly with Harrison, are you not? I do not know
1012. Is he under your command ? I have had to do my duty towards him.
1013. You quarrel with most of your subordinates ? No.
1014. Mr. I will promise my friend I will recall Harrison if he makes any insinuations against Quelch,
1015. Mr. Abigail^ Do you remember Mrs. Norah Mclnerney, licensee of the “Court-house Hotel” ? Ido.
1016. Mr. 1 object to this. What has this to do with this charge?
1017. Mr. Abigail.] This is on his general conduct. His Worship cannot shut it out; he said that on 
Wednesday.
1018. Mr. Bull.] It is all very well for my friend to rant in this way. I want to save him all the trouble 
I can. I know he is not too well. We are dealing with two specific charges. As a fact, this matter that 
Quelch is now being asked about formed a portion of the complaints made by Mr. Dacey in the House, and 
included in Mr. Dacey’s speech; but it forms no charge here in this investigation.
1019. His Worship.] I am compelled by my commission to take any evidence as to his general conduct.
1020. Mr. Abigail (to the witness].] Was a complaint made by Mr. Doyle, solicitor for Mrs. Norah 
Mclnerney, about your insulting language? It was, and answered by me to the Department.
1021. You were called upon for a report? . Yes.
1022. Is that an extract from your report [Exhibit No. 7.] Did you say, “No doubt Mrs. Mclnerney 
wants the Senior-constable”—that is you—“ to close his eyes on Sundays ” ? Yes.
1023. “ Or to follow in the footsteps of some of my comrades, which will never happen so long as the 
Senior-constable is entrusted to do his duty in an honest, impartial, and straightforward manner ” ? Yes.
1024. Is this the Inspector-General’s minute appended to your report: “ Mr. Read will see within the 
tenor of my reply ; but I cannot comprehend the object of this wandering, irrelevant report from Senior- 
constable Quelch. What does he mean by his charges against his colleagues” ? Yes ; there are two other 
minutes there.
1025. Wait a minute. I am going too fast. Your Worship, I want all the official papers put in dealing 
with that report of Mrs. Mclnerney’s.
1026. His Worship : 1 have got them here. (Exhibit No. 7.)
1027. Mr. Abigail.] Now, in the case of this Belleview Hotel, did not you send in a report? Yes.
1028. And is this not your statement [Exhibit No. 6] “ On Friday, the 3rd of November last seeing a 
number of men walking in and out of the side door of the Belleview Hotel which was left open, the Senior- 
constable and Constable Edwards entered and found the men in the bar drinking liquor ” ? Yes.
1029. “ The licensee behind the bar supplying the liquors ” ? Yes.
1030. “He was spoken to by the Senior-constable and admitted that he was fairly caught breaking the
law”? Yes. .
1031. “ A summons was issued against the licensee for keeping his house open for the sale of liquor during
prohibited hours at 5'27 a.m. on the 3/11/93, and he appeared before Whittingdale Johnson, Esq., S.M., on 
the 7/11/93 and pleaded guilty to the information and was fined £3 with costs 5s. 6d. ”? Yes. .
1032. And you were also called upon to make a statement in connection with the Imperial Hotel? Yes.
1033. And in that report you also said that “The Senior-constable and Constable Edwards entered. The 
men were in the hotel. The licensee was supplying the liquors. He was spoken to by the Senior-constable, 
and he admitted that it was a fair catch”? Yes. “It was his own fault for leaving the door open.”
1034. And did you not say also “Neither did he (the Senior-constable) disguise himself as a fish-hawker, 
but wore his uniform, and did his duty in each case in a straightforward manner” ? Yes.
1035. But you never said a word in your report about you dressing up or instructing Edwards to dress up 
in the disguise of a fish hawker ? Certainly not. I answered the questions as they were put to me.
1036. You only reported the facts which satisfied specifically the question ? I answered what I was called 
upon to answer.
1037. Will you not admit to me that you saw your Inspector, Mr. Inspector Lawless, and that you both 
talked over the way in which you were to answer these Parliamentary questions ? I tell you candidly I 
never had a word with Inspector Lawless about the question, and I tell you this, that ever since I have been 
in the station, till to-day I never consulted Inspector Lawless one iota as regards any answer I had to give 
as respects my duty.
1038. Now, did you not commonly talk in the station, in the hearing of other officers, was it not common 
talk and did not you make a lot of merriment out of it, that you simply answered the question the v?a,y it 
was put? I would not tell them anything in connection with my duty or anything I had to answer, not 
one there. I am just as clever as any one there.
1039. There is such a lot of brotherly feeling that each one of you has to be careful of the others ? The 
person who does six months there has to be careful as to what goes on. My ambition is “ Man, mind 
thyself, and let the others do the same.”
1040. Now, if you would only mind yourself instead of other people you would not be here. I want to 
know this, is your evidence just now your official utterance of the disorganised state of the Police Force in 
Redfern? No; certainly not. I conduct my own duty, and work upon my own bottom, and I ask no 
assistance.
1041. Do you now notice the peculiar phraseology that you used in every one of your reports: “The Senior- 
constable did his duty in each case in a straightforward, honest manner ” ? Yes.
1042. And do you call dressing up a subordinate—a raw policeman who has just been pitchforked into the 
Force, and does not know anything about his duties—do you call dressing him up in a disguise, and making 
him act under your instructions in that disguise, doing the duty in a straightforward, honest manner? Yes. 
The same as Constable Edwards was attired I have been going about for the last eight years, all over the 
Metropolitan District—dressed as Constable Edwards was, not a dirty, greasy garb.
1043. Have you ever carried bags of sand in that disguise ? I have worn the same attire as was in this 
present case of a morning for the last eight years, about four times a year.
1044. Were you supposed to be on duty? No.
1045. Where did you get the slouch hat? At my home.
1046. Did you bring it to the station that morning ? No, I did not. 1047.
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he would make a very good
W.E. Quelch

about that. 29 Oct., 1897.
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Senior-
constable

1047.
1048.

Where did Edwards get it from ?
W.E.Quelch.

29 Oct., 1897. 1050.
1051.
1052.

_ On the public-house morning ?
Yes 2 I went and fetched it that morning.
What time did you go on duty that morning 2 I was on duty that night.
Were you near the hotel that night? Half a dozen times—both of them.
Did you know it was going on then 2 I knew it was going on every morning.
Before you went out with Edwards that morning did you know 2 Most decidedly; we stood and 

watched.
1053. I want to know, up to 3 o’clock had you been there half a dozen times 2 I dare say I had been within 
view of the hotel half a dozen times, perhaps more.
1054. And up to that hour had you noticed any breach of the law 2 Not before 3 o’clock.
1055. Don’t you know that I am asking that question 2 No.
1056. Did you not anticipate that I was going to ask you this : Why did not you, if you noticed in those 
half dozen visits to that hotel that there was a breach of the Act—why did not you complain to Sub
inspector Bell 2 They would be in bed then. This business used to start at 5 in the morning, when 
Mr. McMahon’s men would be coming about, and the fish-hawkers would be coming about.
1057. But on that morning you had seen no one between 5 and half-past, had you 2 Oh, yes, we had.
1058. Why, you were down there at half-past 5 2 We were in view, and we waited until we saw so 
many go in and out.
1059. What time did you and Edwards leave the station that morning 2 As near as I can guess, about 
a quarter past 5.
1060. Then, from a quarter past 5 to twenty-five minutes to 6, it is fair to say you saw no one? Oh yes, 
we did, and we followed them in.
1061. And, if you had not seen them drinking, Edwards would, under your instructions, have called for a 
drink 2 Not at all, decidedly. I always instruct a young man that goes with me on no account to ask the 
publican for a drink; because, if you do, you are asking the publican to break the law. I have had, this 
last eight years, I suppose, two or three hundred cases under the Licensing Act all over Sydney, and I never 
heard of a constable appealing to a publican for a drink. If a person went sly-grog catching he would, no 
doubt, ask for a drink.
1062. You applied to be appointed an inspector under the Licensing Act 2 I did.
1063. When 2 Some considerable time ago. I could not tell you the date.
1064. Did you get the Rev. Mr. Boyce to assist you in it? I did not.
1065. Do you know that he went 2 I do not know anything about it.
1066. Did you have any knowledge, or did you ask, or did you know, or did you ask anybody else to 
influence the Rev. Mr. Boyce to support your application? Not at all.
1067. So that the mere fact that he went down and supported your application is a mere coincidence so far 
as you are concerned 2 I suppose so. Mr. Boyce knows me, and he knows my ambitions in regard to that 
as well. I never told him that I had applied. I wrote out my application, and it was recommended by my 
Superintendent, Mr. Read, and I received a certain reply.
1068. It was refused by the Inspector-General 2 No ; it never went to the Inspector-General.
1069. Why was it not granted if it was favourably received by the Superintendent 2 It was favourably 
received by the Superintendent, and I received a reply that at present there were no funds, and, therefore, 
it was unnecessary to forward it further, and if I wished he would forward it, and I said, “ I will abide by 
your decision, Mr. Read.”
1070. You have never made an application since 2 No.
1071. You have not made a great number of “pub-catching ” cases since 2 I have had a great many cases
since, and I have had promotion. •
1072. Promotion goes by the number of cases 2 No.
1073. What was the date of your application? I could not give you the date.
1074. I will ask for all papers in connection with your application, and the application itself, and we will 
see how much your statement about Mr. Boyce is to be believed.
1075. His Worship.] I do not see that it has anything to do with the matter at all; it is a mere depart
mental matter.
1076. Mr. Abigail.] So is this inquiry.

Mr. Richard Friend, licensee of the “ Imperial Hotel,” Redfern, was called and sworn :—
. Mr. R. 1077. Mr. Abigail.] I may say that, except in three cases, I have not spoken to one of the witnesses that I 

Friend. am calling in.
1078. Mr. Bull.] If you have not, Mr. Dacey has.

-9 Oct., 1897. 1079. His Worship.] What is your name 2 Richard Friend.

1080. What is your occupation 2 Hotelkeeper.
1081. What hotel do you keep 2 The “Imperial Hotel,” Redfern.
1082. Mr. Abigail.] You were on the 23rd of November, 1893, convicted for selling early in the morning
within prohibited hours 2 Yes. .
1083. At what time 2 At twenty minutes to 6 in the morning.
1084. Senior-constable Quelch and Constable Edwards were the constables in the case, were they not? Yes.
1085. How was Edwards dressed 2 Dressed as an ordinary artisan going to work.
1086. By his dress were you induced to believe that he was an ordinary artisan? Yes, I thought so.
1087. Now, how did they get into the hotel at that time in the morning, do you know? They must have 
opened the gate and come in the yard and planted there.
1088. Was the gate shut that morning? The gate was closed to with a heavy spring.
1089. It required some force to push it open 2 Yes; they would have to force it open.
1090. Did you ever admit that it was a fair catch 2 I admitted I was guilty.
1091. But did not admit that it was a fair catch 2 I did not know at the time that a police constable could 
adopt a disguise.
1092. Did you admit at the time that it was a fair catch 2 It was a fair catch.
1093. Did you say so 2 It was not necessary to say so. 1094.
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1094. You pleaded guilty 1 Yes, I pleaded guilty. The door stood here [indicating^. This here man in Mr. R.
the plain clothes, with a slouch hat on, and what I supposed was half a brick in a handkerchief, was standing Friend, 
like this [indicating^. ■ ° .
1095. Leaning up against the door ? Two men had come in. I had served them with two whiskeys. And IMfl.
I turned to this other man; I said, “What is your drink'’? He said, “.Oh, I am a constable.” I said,
“ Are you, and as soon as I did Constable Quelch jumped over the steps and came in, and he says, “Have 
you any objection to my taking those glasses ” ? I said, “ Not the slightest.”
1096. Did you let him in? No ; I had no thought of letting him in.
1097. Neither he nor Edwards were there with your consent or knowledge ? No, I had never seen either 
of them before.
1098. _ And Edwards was waiting there as if for a drink ? Waiting for a drink ; in fact, the drinks were . 
standing there, and he never said a word one way or the other, and I said, “What’s your drink ” ? He said,
“ I am a constable.”
1099. Is it true that he had a basket ? He had a bandanna handkerchief with half a brick, as I think now.
I thought it was his lunch. He had an ordinary suit of clothes, like a labouring man or artisan goin°r to 
work. ,
1100. Afr. Bull] You say you admitted it was a fair catch? I pleaded guilty.
1101. There was no doubt in the world about it ? I was guilty. •
1102. You did not supply either of these two men by any “subterfuge of Edwards? No.
1103. So that you were not tricked into supplying these two men by anything Edwards said ? Certainly
not. J
1104. And you never supplied anything to Edwards ? No.
1105. Edwards never asked for a drink ? No, certainly not.
1106. Did Edwards ask you to supply these other .two men with drink ? No.
1107. Would you admit that you supplied these men before hours ? Yes.
1108. And as an honest publican you pleaded guilty? Yes, and paid the penalty.
1109. Do you remember saying to Edwards something like this, “ How did you get in ? ” and Lis answerin'*
“ Oh, we pushed the gate open ”? No, I never asked him the question.
1110. Do you remember saying this, “ It was my own fault for leaving the gate open ” ? I never spoke to 
Edwards on the case from that day to this.
1111. How did the other two men get in?- Through the gate.
1112. Then they were in the habit of coming ? Yres.
1113. There is no other means of access if the door is shut except bv that gate ? They can get in by twoor three ways. " j o j

How ? There are two back entrances, you would not actually call it two back entrances, but they 
lead from the back. J
1115. Is not the recognised entrance to your place from Wells-street? From George-street.
1116. But when it is shut is not the principal entrance for these people in the morning by that side gate ?
No, certainly not; ask Constable Quelch. o v &
1117. If they wanted to come in from George-street they would have to climb the balcony when the door 
was shut i If I left the door ajar with a spring on it they could come in.
1118. Who let these men in that morning? They let themselves in.
1119. Then it is fair to say that others were in that morning ? Yes, I think so.
1120. Your home is a place of call for a great many of the police officers ? A few constables.
1121. Let us give you a few of the names. Is Connor in the habit of calling at your house ? Yes, he has—- 
very seldom.
1122. Bruce? Yes.
1123. Willson? Charley Willson ?
1124. Yes? Yes.
1125. Air. Abigail] He was prosecuted in a case by Senior-constable Quelch; what was it for ?
1126. Mr. Bull] He was charged with selling—a man was found leaving his premises with a bottle of 
biandy in his possession. The man did leave the house with a bottle of brandy in his possession, but we 
succeeded in proving that he had it in his possession when we came to the house.
112/. Mr. Abigail] Although Constable Quelch swore that he obtained it at the house.
1128. Mr Bull.] He could not swear that. (To witness) : Those were the facts, were they not? Yes.
1129. We succeeded in proving that the man had the bottle of brandy actually in his possession before he 
went into the hotel at all? Yes, that is so.
1130. Bis Worship.] I suppose in that case the magistrate gave you the benefit of the doubt ?
1131. Mr. Bull] So that there may be no misconception about it, did not a storekeeper from one of the
bonds come forward and swear that he supplied this bottle of brandy to this man. He was a carter, who had 
carted wood for him, one of McMahons draymen, and they simply failed to prove that you had sold it 
because you did not sell it, and notwithstanding that the man was actually in your hotel and had that 
bottle of brandy in his possession when he came out? Yes.
1132. Quelch is not in the habit of attending your house? Yes, he attended my house, and watched me
pretty closely. -
1133. I mean as a customer ? Oh, no.
1134. Mr. Quelch is not a customer of yours? No.
1135. How long is it since you were charged with any offence under the Licensing Act at the instance of
Quelch ? 1896.
1136. Is that the case I had for you ? Yes.

I suppose it is only fair to say that you have been convicted since on the evidence of some other 
police officer? No, only on Constable Quelch’s.
1138. Air. Abigail] Not since 1896 ? No, in 1896.
P?®- Not sirlce fchis case when you were convicted on the evidence of Quelch and Bell ? Yes.
1140. The Senior-serjeant ? Yes.
1141. That was the 7th of November, 1896 ? Yes.
H42^ You were charged there with having your house open for the sale of liquor at twenty-five minutes 
past o m the morning ? Yes, that is almost the same as this case. 1143.

*2—G ’
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Mr. E. 
Friend.
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1143. Whitehall-, do you know him ? I suppose he occasionally, if not frequently, visits your house? Yes, 
now and then—very seldom.
1144. Christison ? Yes.
1145. Brennan? Yes. .
1146. Edwards? Yes.
1147. Harold? Yes. '
1148. Jackson? Yes.
1149 Ridley ? Well, I have not seen Ridley lately.
1150. Harrison? I have not seen him.
1151. His Worship.] Are these constables that lodge there?
1152. Mr. Bull.] Constables that visit his house as customers.
1153. Mr. Abigail.] When they are off duty. .
1154. Mr. Bull.] 1 am not suggesting anything against them. I am sure nobody would accuse me of being
unfair. I am not insinuating any thing against my friend or these policemen. (To the witness.) I suppose
it occasionally happens that these men when off duty call at your place and have a drink ? Sometimes.
1155. Even when in uniform ? Sometimes.
1156. Hill is the last name ? I have not seen him in my hotel for the last two years.
1157. Mr. Abigail], Does Quelch ever come to your hotel ? No. _ _
1158. Do you know his particular hotel ? I am sure I do not know. I do not know anything about his
business. _
1159. Mr. Bull.] Mr. Abigail has just suggested that Mr. Quelch has some share in some other hotel in 
Redfern. Do you think so ? No.
1160. Mr. Abigail.] Has he ever had a drink in your house ? No. _
1161. Mr. Abigail. That will be all the evidence in respect of charges 2 and 3. Now we will go on to 
charges Nos. 4 and 5.

Charges Nos. 4 and 5.
The following charges were then read 4. That, “ some short time ago, a constable^ named Bruce 

was on duty at the Baptist Estate, near Moore Park, when he saw three men prowling about in a suspicious 
manner. He went over to see what they were at, and they ran away. He chased the men actually into 
the arms of Quelch. Quelch heard their yarn, which was that ‘ they were dairymen, going to the Farmers 
and Dairymen’s Milk Supply Company to get milk for their customers’; but, strange to say, they said ‘they 
lived at Pyrmont.’ Quelch did not see the absurdity of that, but he took down these men’s names a,nd let 
them go. A few minutes afterwards Bruce went back on their tracks and discovered a sack full of pigeons, 
which these men had evidently stolen.”

5. That, “ shortly after this, there was a robbery at Botany Road, at a boot store kept by a. man 
named Riddle. Constable Brennan saw three men in front of Riddle’s shop under rather suspicious 
circumstances, and he tried to get near them. When he got within 60 yards of them they ran away; 
he went after them, and eventually arrested them, with the assistance of Special-constable Brewin. 
They gave their names and addresses, and he took them up to the station where Quelch was. They 
gave different names and addresses to Quelch, and one of them gave the self-same name that one of 
the pigeon-stealers gave a few nights previously. Notwithstanding that, Quelch released these men. While 
these men were standing there, in the presence of Quelch, they had actually on their persons the stolen boots 
out of Riddle’s shop. The arresting constable appealed to Quelch to wait until he went back to see if a 
robbery had been committed ; but he refused to do so because, as I think I will show, Quelch was in league
with these men, whom he twice saved from the clutches of the law. These men were released, and
afterwards the robbery was discovered. A couple of nights afterwards the same three men committed a 
burglary at Cohen’s jewellery shop, King-street, Newtown, or rather two of them did. Seeing their names 
recorded, I suppose in the books which the police have, Brennan went there and found two of the burglars 
who had been concerned in the robbery of Riddle’s boot store, but he had some difficulty in getting the 
third. If Quelch had arrested these men when they were caught in connection with stealing pigeons, 
Riddle’s boot store would not have been broken into, nor would Cohen’s jeweller’s shop.

Constable William Frederick Bruce was called and sworn :—
Constable 1162. Mr. Abigail.] I am taking charges 4 and 5 because they are so dovetailed. The charge is that

W. F. Bruce. Quelch for some reason of his own let these men go.
/—'A—1163. His Worship.] What is your name ? William Frederick Bruce.

29 Oet., 1897. 1164. What is your position ? Constable, stationed at Redfern. .
1165. Mr. Abigail.] You sent in a report, did you not? No.
1166. Do you remember one night in May last, you were on duty at Marriott-street, Redfern ? Yes.
1167. What time at night was it ? About a quarter or twenty minutes past 4 a.m.
1168. Did you notice three men in a lane off Marriott-street, Redfern? Two men.
1169. What is the name of the lane? St. Saviour’s lane, I believe.
1170. Were they acting suspiciously ? I considered it so.
1171. They were watching you, were not they, blinking round the corner at you ? Well, when they went 
to the corner of the lane, they looked back, and that made me suspicious.
1172. You went after them, did not you? Yes.
1173. And they ran away ? They did get away.
1174. You doubled round another street ? Yes.
1175. And into Young-street ? Yes.
1176. And did you then see them walking in front of you ? Yes.
1177. Did you also see Senior-constable Quelch in front ? Yes.
1178. And, when you got up to them, Quelch was speaking to them, was he not? Yes.
1179. Did you hear the conversation ? Part of it. _
1180. What was it? Well, when I got up, the senior-constable asked me, “What is the matter, Bruce?
I said, “ I do not know ; that is what I want to know.” He said, “ I saw these two men running towards
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me,” and he then asked them questions—asked them where they were going, and they said they were 
sleeping in the Randwick Paddock. He then asked them what they were running for, and they said to 
keep themselves warm, and then, after another .question, they said they were going to the markets.
1181. What markets ? The vegetable markets in Sydney here.
1182. They were then going in the direction of Moore Park? No, they were coming this way.
1183. The contrary direction to the markets? No, towards the markets at the time.
1184. Did not they say they were going to the Farmers’ and Dairymen’s Milk Supply Company ? No, they 
did not. The senior-constable then took their names and addresses. The only one I can remember was 
one who gave his name as Wilkinson, and one gave his address as Bunn-street, Ultimo, next door to Senior- 
serjeant Roden’s.
1185. What took place after that ? When he took their names and addresses, he simply let them go.
1186. Did he not detain them ? No. .
1187. Did you ask him to detain them ? No. .
1188. Did you and Quelch proceed up the lane, and find something ? Yes. •
1189. What did you find? A bag, containing three or four pigeons. A hand-bag ; there were three or 
four pigeons in it.
1190. Did you subsequently find out to whom they belonged ? I did not; but I heard that a certain 
person claimed them afterwards.
1191. His Worship.] Were they alive or dead ? Alive.
1192. Mr. Abigail.] They had evidently been stolen, and placed in the bag ? I could not say that.
1193. At any rate, they were claimed afterwards by somebody else ? Yes.
1194. Did that somebody else say that they had been placed by him in the bag ? I could not say that.
1195. Mr. Bull.] I must object to that. He must say what he knows.
1196. His Worship.] He can only say what he knows.
1197. Mr. Abigail.] Did you, or did the senior-constable to your knowledge, make any inquiry as to the 
addresses given by these men ? I could not say.
1198. Did you? No, I did not.
1199. Do you not know that in the vicinity of where you saw these men running, and at the same time, 
there was a robbery committed, and a complaint about this robbery forwarded to the station soon after ? I 
did not hear of it until two or three days after.
1200. What robbery was it, do you remember? I could not tell you.
1201. You do not remember now what it was? The robbery of the pigeons.
1202. Anything else ? A pair of boots and a coat, I believe.
1203. There was a robbery in a house near by? That is what I heard.
1204. Now, did they not tell Quelch that they were dairymen, going to the Farmers’ and Dairymen’s Milk 
Supply Company to get milk ? No ; not in my hearing. ‘
1205. Mr. Bull.] I suppose you are in the habit of looking at the rough book which is kept at the station, 
in which officers make reports ? Very seldom.
1206. Do you very seldom make reports? Is that it? There is a man who enters the reports. If I make 
a report the man enters it.
1207. You look on while it is being entered ? I look on.
1208. And you see that a proper entry is made ? Certainly, in my own reports.
1209. Naturally. Have you seen a report which was entered by Senior-constable Quelch of this very 
circumstance at half-past 4 that same morning ? I have not.
1210. Did you never take the trouble to ask to be let see it? At half-past 4 that morning. Certainly I 
have seen the report since.
1211. “ About 4'15 a.m. this date (17/5/97) as Constable Bruce was working Zamia-street he saw three 
young men standing \_Exhibit No. 5] ; seeing the constable coming they walked to St. Saviour’s lane and 
then ran through the lane to Redfern-street where they were stopped by Senior-constable Quelch.” Is that 
a truthful report ? I could not say about running. He told me he saw them running.
1212. Is that a true report as to the locality and the circumstances ? Yes. .
1213. You say they disappeared into the lane? Yes, that is quite correct.
1214. “Where they were stopped by Senior-constable Quelch and questioned, having nothing in their 
possession, and stating that they were running to the markets to keep themselves warm ” ? That is perfectly 
correct.
1215. So far as you know, nothing in the world was said about the Farmers’and Dairymen’s Milk Company ? 
Certainly not.
1216. “ Their names and addresses were taken; 1st, Frederick Page, 3, Bunn-street, Ultimo, next Senior- 
serjeant Roden, about 19 old, 5 ft.'6 in. hair black, fair complexion, very small black moustache; dressed in 
dirty light tweed trousers, no vest, white shirt, woollen singlet outside, dark sac coat, black soft hat.” Would 
that be a fair description ? I could not give you a fair description.
1217. Would that be a fair description? Pretty near it, I believe.
1218. The second man, “William Wilkinson, at R. Robinson’s, 163 Albion-street, Pyrmont, about 19 
old, 5 ft., fair complexion, clean-shaved ; dressed in dirty brown mixture tweed sac suit and soft felt hat, 
wore sand shoes, a small bag was afterwards found in the lane where they run through, pigeons now at this 
station, an owner required ”—would that be a truthful report ? That is pretty near it, at any rate.
1219. “Wore sand shoes”? I drew the senior-constable’s attention to the sand shoes.
1220. “ A small bag was afterwards found in the lane containing four pigeons where they ran through ” ?
Yes. ,

Constable 
W. F. Brace.

29 Oct., 1897.

1221. Is this the bag [producing o«e] ? It is similar to that.
1222. I think you will find in this book that after you went back four pigeons were found in a bag similar 
to this ? Yes.
1223. You went, you say, with Quelch ? Yes.
1224. You had an opportunity of seeing whether these men had any property on them ? No, I had not.
1225. What do you mean by that ? Because I was too far away. •
1226. Did not you go over, to where Quelch was? At the time, certainly. I thought you meant when I
discovered them first. . 1227.
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Constable 1227. When Quelch was interrogating them, you then had an opportunity of seeing whether they had any 
W. F. Bruce. pr0perfcy on them ? Yes. , .

' 1228. You did not see any such property as a new white shirt, new undershirts, a pair of boots, or a
29Oct., 189 . woman>s nightdress, or some sheets? No, I did not.

1229. Do you think it possible from your observation that they could have had such property on them 
without your noticing it ? I do not think they could. j

• 1230. I suppose you do know that subsequently there was a report about a robbery at Mrs. Cussens? Yes.
1231. Will you kindly tell us, as near as you can, how long after this was it that you first heard of the 
robbery at Mrs. Cussen’s ? About three or four days.
1232. Who was it who found these pigeons? The senior-constable; he was the first to pick them up.
1233. They were not picked up by you, and then you drew Quelch’s attention to the fact that you had found
them; nothing like that? No. ...
1234. Do you know as a fact that Quelch reported the finding of these very pigeons, and that in the Diary
of Duty and Occurrences at the Redfern Police Station, under the heading of “Week-ending 17th of May, 
there is this entry : “Found in a lane off Zamia-street, Redfern, about 4T5 a.m., l<th instant, by Senior- 
constable Quelch, and now at this station—an owner required—a bag containing four pigeons ? That is 
correct. [Exhibit No. 9.] _
1235. Now, do you happen to know that in consequence of that information afforded by Quelch, and on
intimation in the newspaper that such property was at the Redfern Station requiring an owner, on the 18th, 
the very next day, there is an entry in the Property Book kept at the station reading thus, “Date, 18/5/97. 
[Exhibit No. 70.] Description of property.—Four pigeons. Circumstances of case.—Found in a lane off 
Young-street, on 16th instant, by Senior-constable Quelch, stolen from J. Cussen, 42 Thirlow-street. How 
disposed of—given to owner. Signature—-M. Cussen. Constable in charge of case—Senior-constable 
Quelch” ? I did not know that. _ ,
1236. So that, plainly, in consequence of the things being found and reported at the station, and possibly 
in consequence of the newspaper intimation—you know the newspapers sometimes do state that such and 
such a thing has been found and is awaiting an owner at a certain police station—you know that this 
property was claimed afterwards by these people ? I believe so, but of course I could not swear it.
1237. You knew it as a matter of police information ? Yes.
1238. I suppose it was not a really hot morning that morning, was it ? No.
1239. It was on the 17th May ? Yes, it was very cool that morning.
1240. Do you not remember that it was ? Yes.
1241. Mr. Abigail.^ “ Running to keep themselves warm”—would that satisfy any ordinary constable ?
1242. Mr. BullA\ However, that is your statement that what they said was that they were on their way to 
the market; you did not see them run at all ? No.
1243. And if Quelch desired, he could have kept that information to himself ? Yes. _
1244. You missed them in this lane, and only came round the corner in time to see Quelch speaking to
them, so that the fact of whether they were running or walking, if they did so or not, was not known 
to you ? No. _
1245. Is this true : “ Some short time ago a constable named Bruce was on duty at the Baptist Estate, near 
Moore Park, when he saw three men prowling about in a suspicious manner. He went over to see what 
they were at, and they ran away ”—is that true ? No.
1246. Did you see three men prowling about in a suspicious manner ? No, I saw two.
1247. Did you go over to see what they were at, and did they run away ? Certainly; I walked over towards 
them, and they went away.
1248. Did you go over to see what they were at, and did they run away ? The men did not run away that 
I saw.
1249. Did you chase the men? I took a short cut.
1250. Just answer my question ? Certainly I chased them.
1251. I thought the men went one way, and you took a short cut to intercept them ? Yes.

. 1252. Did you run ? Yes.
1253. Is this true : “Quelch heard their yarn, which was, that they were dairymen going to the Farmers
and Dairymen’s Milk Supply Company to get milk for their customers ”—is that true? No, it is not true. 
I never heard it said. ■
1254. Is it true that “A few minutes afterwards Bruce went back on their tracks and discovered a sack 
full of pigeons ” ? Yes.
1255. What? Yes.
1256. Now, be careful ? Yes. •
1257. Now, kindly listen to my question—“ A few minutes afterwards Bruce went back on their tracks and 
discovered a sack full of pigeons, which these men had evidently stolen ”? Certainly not.
1258. That is not true ? No.
1259. You had never seen pigeons or anything else in these men’s possession ? No; I had not.
1260. Would you tell me this : Was there anything, from first to last, in your observation of that morning, 
which would have entitled you to have charged these two men with having stolen these pigeons which were 
found in the lane? No ; certainly not.
1261. Do you remember what took place after you and Quelch found the four pigeons in the bag? Do you 
remember his giving you some instruction or doing something? He told me to follow them up and see if I 
could overtake them.
1262. What did he do ? He naturally took the pigeons and came after me.
1263. He did not go with you ? No ; he came after me.
1264. In other words, he went a different way? I could not say.
1265. You do not suggest that he sent you on in front to bear the whole brunt of it? He may have come 
the same way.
1266. You cannot say ? No.
1267. Did he not send you along Wells-street ? Yes.
1268. Do not you know as a fact that Quelch went along Cleveland-street? No ; I do not.
1269. Do you remember that, after he save you that instruction, he picked you up again with Cubitt? Yes
1270. Later on ? Yes. 1271.
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1271. Where was that ? In Regent-street.
1272. That would be, I suppose, nearer Cleveland-street? Yes ; pretty near. About 300 yards away, at 
the corner of Regent-street and Redfern-street.
1273. Mr. Abigaili\ So that, although there was nothing to justify you or Senior-constable Quelch in the 
arrest of these men, Quelch subsequently sent you along Redfern-street and he himself wont along Cleveland- 
street to try to find the men after the pigeons had been found % Yes.
1274. And it is true, is it not, that these two men, and not three, you saw prowling about in a suspicious 
manner at this corner, and that you followed them % Yes.
1275. It is also true that you did chase these men and came up when Quelch had them practically in 
custody? Yes.
1276. And it is true, also, is it not, that whatever these men said to Quelch before you came up was utterly 
impossible for you to hear ? Yes.
1277. And for all you know they might have said to Quelch that they were dairymen going to the Farmers’ 
and Dairymen’s Milk Supply Company to get milk for their customers? Certainly.
1278. And it is true, is it not, that you did find a bag full of pigeons? No, I did not.
■1279. With three or four pigeons in? The senior-constable found it.
1280. You were there ? Yes.
1281. But he actually picked them up ? Yes.
1282. But you were both there? Yes. .
1283. And there is no doubt in your mind, and no doubt in Quelch’s, from what he told you at the time, 
that these men must have been the robbers ? I could not say.
1284. Did not you suspect the men at the time? I had suspicions of them at the time, certainly, but I
could not say they stole the pigeons. .
1285. But from what Senior-constable Quelch told you you knew that he had a similar suspicion] I could
not say. '
1286. Well, did not he tell you to go one way to find the men, and did not he go another ? Certainly.
1287. Is not that sufficient to show you that he had a suspicion?
1288. Mr. That is a ms.tter for Mr. Johnson.

\Th<3 Oormnission adjourned from 1-25 to 2S0 p.m. for luncheon.]

On resuming after lunch,
Constable Patrick McEvoy Brennan was called and sworn :—■

1289. Ills Worship.] What is your name ? Patrick McEvoy Brennan.
1290. What is your position in the Force? Constable, stationed at Redfern. '
1291. Mr. Abigail.] On the 20th May last did you, about 5’30 a.m., when on duty in Waterloo, see three 
men standing under the verandah of Mr. Riddle’s shop ? Yes.
1292. A noise first attracted your attention? Yes, a kind of grating sound.
1293. And you had some suspicion of these men, had you not? Yes, I thought there was something wrong 
when I heard the noise.
1294. And you went along to the shop ? Yes.
1295. Did you see the men ? Yes, I saw the three men.
1296. Did they see you ? One of them did.
1297. What was done then ? The man who saw me cried out “Nit.”
1298. That is thieves’ slang? It is larrikins’ slang for “ clear,” and that the police are coming.
1299. What was done when this man called out “Nit”? The three of them ran across Botany Road 
towards Chapple-lane.
1300. Did you follow them ? Yes.
1301. And from there where did they go ? Into Spence’s-lane’; it is a lane off Chapple-lane.
1302. Were you in full chase ? Yes. They ran pretty hard.
1303. You had to run pretty hard ? Yes. I had to drop my cape. I dropped it on the Botany Road, in 
order to catch them.
1304. And when you got up to within a few yards they turned round? Yes, and faced me.
1305. And you, fearing an outbreak, drew your revolver? Yes.
1306. And covered them ? Yes.
1307. What did you say to them ? “ What’s your game ? ” And one of them, Conlon, said, •“ I came up
here to ease myself.”
1308. He must have been very bad when he ran so quickly] I said, “ It is a very curious thing you have 
not even got a button undone.” I marched them down before me on to the Botany Road at the point of 
the revolver, and I was joined by Special-constable Brewin.
1309. Who assisted you to take the men to the lock-up] Yes.
1310. Did he draw his revolver too? Yes.
1311. And you took them up to the station ? Yes.
1312. When you arrived at the station whom did you meet? The morning relief men who were going to 
relieve us at the time, and I kept them in the yard until the relief men had gone out.
1313. Who was in charge of the station? Constable Kidd was in the station at the time when I brought
the men in. .
1314. Who was in charge? Senior-constable Quelch came in with the night-duty men.
1315. Then he would be in charge ? Yes.
1316. Did you say anything to him about this captui’e? Yes.
1317. What did you say to him ? I told him what I had seen on the Botany Road and what I had done. 
I said, “ I saw these three men down under the verandah of Botany Road.”
1318. Mr. Bull.] Do you say you said this to Quelch? Yes.
1319. Mr. Abigail.] Yes? I told him they ran across the Botany Road, and I ran after them, and that I
drew my revolver and brought them down to Botany Road, and, assisted by Special-constable Brewin, 
brought them to the station. '
1320. What then? He took their names and addresses.
1321. Mr. Bull.] Do you mean Quelch? Yes. 1322.
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Constable 1322. Mr. Abigail.] Was that the first time you had got their addresses from them 1 No, sir. When vve 
Brennan, were coming up the Botany Road, they gave us their names and addresses, and they gave us entirely 

oaTT^r different addresses.AJUct., i«97. 13 2 3_ TeU ug what tlley were? j could not think 0f them now; but I mentioned them when I came to 
the station.
1324. To whom 1 To Quelch.
1325. And did Quelch ask their names and addresses l Yes. _
1326. And you say they gave different names and addresses—different to those which they had given to
you 1 Yes. • _ .
1327. Did you remark the difference to the senior-constable ? I told the senior-constable they had given 
me different addresses down the Botany Road.
1328. Now, tell us from that point what was said and done 1
1329. Mr. Bull.] What is that you have got there? This is a copy of my report to the superintendent
immediately afterwards. ■
1330. You need not look at that now. _ _
1331. Mr. Abigail.] If you need to refresh your memory, tell us? I should like to because it is such a 
long time ago.
1332. Mr. Bull] You say this is a copy of the report sent in by you and nothing else ? Yes, and nothing 
else. The report I sent to the superintendent has been copied from that.
1333. What date are you speaking about—when do you say these men were brought to the station 1 The
26th. .
1334. If he can speak without referring to that, I will prefer it, your Worship.
1335. Mr. Abigail.] If you want to refresh your memory, his Worship will tell you you may.
1336. Mr. Bull] I object to his looking at this. He says it is a copy he has made from something else. 
It is not a memorandum he made at the time. As my friend has the report, let him put the report in his 
hand ? It is the original.
1337. How can it be ? . .
1338. Mr. Abigail] It is the original report from which he copied the Official Report. (To witness.) You 
made a report ? Yes.
1339. I will put the report in, please, your Worship [Exhibit No. 8]. There is a report by Brennan, which
is answered by Kidd, Quelch, and Guthrie. _
1340. His Worship.] I read it at the time. The investigation was as to what was given to Quelch at the 
time—whether they stated to him what they subsequently stated.
1341. Mr. Abigail] You made a report on the 27th May, 1897 ? I would not be sure. It was a few days 
after the occurrence.
1342. I will put in these reports [Exhibit No. 8] together with the reports of the other constables, and

- the reply of Senior-constable Quelch to it, and the minute on it. (To loilness.) Now, tell me what was
done ? I told Senior-constable Quelch that the men had given different names to those they had already 
given me on the Botany Road. 1 told him that somebody should be sent down the Botany Road to see what 
the men had done. I told him that a telephone message should be sent to see if the men had given correct 
addresses. . .
1343. A telephone message to the nearest Police Station to these addresses? Yes; that is what I said.
1344. Mr. Bull] Tell us what you said? I said a telephone message should he sent to see if the men had 
given correct addresses. He did not take any notice of what I had said, hut he told the men they could go 
now, and he said to me, “You will know what to do if you see them again.”
1345. Mr. Abigail] Did he discharge them ? Yes ; he discharged them then, he told them to go.
1346. I believe you did object so far as a subordinate officer could ? Yes. _
1347. Mr. Bull.) I object to my friend putting the answers into this man’s mouth to give. “You did as a 
matter of fact object,” and all he has to do is to say “ Yes ”
1348. Mr. Abigail] Were you or Special constable Brewin, or anybody else, detailed for duty at the place 
located by you ? No.
1349. Did you, as a matter of fact, afterwards go down to this shop ? Yes ; when word came to my house
that the place had been broken into I went down afterwards. .
1350. At 7 a.m.? Yes,
1351. And was there a quantity of goods stolen ? Yes, there was.
1352. In your report did you also mention the case of Constable Bruce, in which he had chased some men?
Yes ; that happened a few mornings before the occurrence on the Botany Road. . _
1353. Although you were not the constable who had anything to do with it, did you think it part of your
duty to mention that matter in your report to your superior officer? Yes. _
1354. And did you hear the description of the men whom Bruce had had in custody, and, comparing those
descriptions with the descriptions of the men you had in custody, did you connect the men in the one case 
with those in the other ? Yes, because one man gave the address as Bunn-street in each case. .
1355. I see also in your report you say [Exhibit No. 8] : “ One of the three men answers the description
of a man who, at 6 a.m. on the 25th instant, was seen by Senior-constable Quelch on the roof of a shop in 
Redfern-street, and who, on being disturbed by the senior-constable mounting a verandah after him, made 
off; after which a window, belonging to John Hunter’s boot-shop, was found broken open ”? Yes, it was a 
matter of gossip at the time among all the men at the Station. _
1356. And did you also conclude your report in this way : “ The constable feels it most unjust to him that,
through the action of Senior-constable Quelch, the ends of justice have been defeated.” Did you say that? 
Yes. _ .
1357. And did you say : “ He also reports the matter out of self-protection, as the whole of these circum
stances are now public property in the District, through the Special Constable”? Yes; I reported it because 
I thought I would be reported for laxity of duty. _
1358. Did you, on the 29th May, make out a further report? Yes ; in answer to Senior-constable Quelch’s
report. '
1359. And did you, in that, state that two out of three men discharged by Senior-constable Quelch on the
morning of the 26th May were, at the time of your report, in Darlinghurst Gaol, on remand, charged with 
burglary? Yes. 1360.
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1360.
1361.
1362.
1363.
1364.
the station and say, “ You know me Constable Willson ” 1 Yes.
1365. “ You know I live” at some address given by him 1 Yes, he said he lived in Waterloo.
1366. And what did Willson say? He said, “ Yes, I know you.”
1367. But he had not seen him for some time ? Yes.
1368. And did not know where he lived now ? Yes. That man gives his address as 111 or 113 Cooper- 
street, Waterloo.
1369. Do you know any of these addresses ? Yes.
1370. Did you go there ? Yes.
1371. Did you find ho lived there ? No.
1372. How long would it have taken you to go to this address in Waterloo to see whether this man lived 
there ? To go there and come back would have taken about twenty-five minutes as far as I can judge.
1373. Were you present when the reports of the other constables were made out ? The constables were in 
the station about 3 o clock, in the magistrate’s room, making out their reports, I would not be-sure which 
morning.
1374. Did you hear any conversation about the addresses? I cannot remember that.
1375. Do you know that, after your report, and after Quelch’s reply to it, he made a complaint’against you
for making a report against him ? Yes : he did. ^
1376. Did he not make a complaint against you, stating that you had falsely and maliciously reported him, 
or words to that effect ? He said that I had tried to injure his reputation, or words to that effect.
1377. Were you ever asked to answer that report? No. Mr. Lawless told me the report was withdrawn.
1378. The complaint against you was withdrawn ? Yes.
1379. Were you under the control of the senior-constable ? Yes; the morning that I brought those men in.
1380. As a matter of fact, one of ohe policemen making a report in respect of Constable Quelch’s reply to 
yours, was brought in off duty at 3 a.m. for that purpose ? Two of them were ?
1381. Who were they ? Constables Willson and Guthrie.
1382. Who brought them in ? Constable Guthrie told me that Constable Quelch brought him in.
1383. Mr. Hull.] So you get in a lot of this sort of rubbish, which you call evidence.
1384. Mr. Abigail.] Your client drags in these men to report for him.
1385. Mr. Hull.] You will find that these men were brought in at the instance of the inspector, and this 
man knows it ? Ido not know it.
1386. How long have you been in the Force? Three years and three or four months, and I served in the 
police in the old country.
1387. For how many years ? For about fifteen months.
1388. How old are you? I will be 24 on the 22nd of November next. '
1389. You have been in the Force here, how long? Three years and three or four months.
1390. So you were in the Irish Constabulary before you were a man? Yes, about fifteen months in it.
1391. Did you actually wear the uniform ? In a place called Clanark. I got a discharge from the County 
Inspector saying that my conduct was very good.
1392. Just answer questions and nothing else. I take it that any part you took in this matter, from 
beginning to end, has been purely in v,he interests of Police discipline ? Yes.
1393. You are such a disciplinarian that all you have done here has been purely in the interests of discipline 
I have done it to protect myself.
1394. I suppose Mr. Dacey interviewed you, did he not ? I spoke to him once.
1395. Now, tell me, when were you seen by Mr. Dacey? It would be more than a week ago. I could not
exactly say. •
1396. I suppose you will admit this, that when a Police Officer gives evidence in a case against a man he 
should realise that he should tell the whole truth about the matter? Yes. I understand that.
1897. You have been long enough in the Police Force to realise that? I think so.
1398. I suppose you will admit, too, that it would be a very strong point, and a very strong suspicion against
a man when you were charging him, if you could give evidence that he had altered his name and given 
different names ? I should think it would be, -
1399. When you were prosecuting these two men did you give evidence ? No. I did not say that, I 
mentioned it in my report.
1400. Never mind about your report. The fact is, you actually prosecuted these two men ? Yes.
1401. Murray and Conlon ? Yes.
1402. You actually gave evidence against- them on the very charge which you took them to the lock-up 
about ? Yes.
1403. And I take it, Mr. Brennan, with your singularly long experience, and your great idea of discipline, 
that you would have said something against these men about their giving different names and addresses ? 
I might have missed something.
1404. You make oversights, do you? Not often.
1405. You do not forget much, do you ? No.
1406. Did you not actually charge these two men, Murray and Conlon, with burglariously entering Riddle’s 
shop ? Yes.
1407. Mr. Abigail.] You did not prosecute ; you gave evidence as a witness ? Yes.
1408. You were there to answer questions ? ■
1409. Mr. Hull.] It will be just as well if my friend does not interfere at this stage. Do not mislead the 
witness. (To witness.] You did not prosecute these men until after they had been committed at Newtown. 
You have just given an answer; I want really to find out whether you are serious about it? I did not 
prosecute them, sir. It was Senior-constable Wilson prosecuted them on the first occasion ; I gave evidence.
1410. Were not you the man who actually charged them, and did you not swear you did? Yes.
1411. Mr. Abigail.] He did not conduct the prosecution.
1412. Mr. Bull.] He did. 1413.

Burglary at a pawnbroker’s shop at Newtown ? Yes. Constable
And that you had been to the gaol to see them, and had identified them ? Yes, sir. Brennan.
And do you know that, as a matter of fact, these men were subsequently committed for trial? Yes. 29 0et 1897 
Do you know, as a matter of fact, that they were subsequently convicted? Yes. ’’ ‘
While these men were in the police-station, did not one of them turn round to Constable Willson in
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Mr. Abigail.} He could not if the senior-constable ivere present.
Mr. Bull.} Did not you charge those men on the 1st June 1 Yes; I think that is the date.
Where was that? At Redfern. When I heard they were at Newtown I went there for them, and 

' brought them to Redfern.
1416. Now, is this the evidence you gave there ? Listen to it, and do not be ridiculous by saying that other 
people make charges \_Exhibit Mo. 11] : “I am a constable of police, stationed at Redfern, Patrick McEvoy 
Brennan. About 3 p.m. yesterday I charged both accused, while in custody on another charge, with, in 
company, breaking and entering the house of one Riddle ” ? Yes.
1417. You were the actual person charging them ? Yes.
1418. Now did you, in this deposition of three pages and a half, say one word to the magistrate about these 
men having given difierent names and addresses ? I would not be positive.
1419. What a funny memory you have, now? I could not be sure; it is some time ago.
1420. Do not you know you did not? I do not know that 1 did not.
1421. I will read the deposition right through, and then answer me. [Exhibit Mo. 11.] [Bead Constable 
Brennan’s deposition.}
1422. Mr. Abigail.} He did give the addresses ; he has given them there.
1423. Mr. Bull.} I am talking about these men having given different names. Do not people throw off the 
scent in that way ? [To witness.) Now, that is your deposition. Did you, from first to last, swear that 
these men had given different names to you from what they had given at the station ? No, I did not.
1424. Did you forget it? I might have forgotten, but I did not give the names in the witness-box.
1425. Will you swear they did give different names? Yes.
1426. Tell us the names ? I cannot tell you now.
1427. The men were discharged in this remarkable prosecution of yours; I see the case came before his 
Worship, Mr. Delohery, who is a careful man ; they were discharged, were they not ? Yes.
1428. Mr. Abigail.} Why ? Because there was no property found on them.
1429. Mr. Bull.} I suppose that would be one of the reasons, but I suppose the best reason would be that
there was no evidence against them.
1430. Now, you gave evidence on the 10th June against the same two men? Yes.
1431. And they were charged by Constable McAtamney ? He was the constable who arrested them in
Newtown. "
1432. He was the officer who had charge of the case ? At Redfern.
1433. And you went into the witness-box and gave evidence ? Yes.
1434. Did you say a word, then, in this second case, against these two men, after you had identified them 
at Darlinghurst, as the same two men as you had had in your custody, that they had given different names 
at different times ? I would not be sure.
1435. Would you like to swear you did? I would not like to swear.
1436. Do you want me to read the whole of this deposition through to satisfy you that you did not ? 
[Deposition read.} Tell me this : I suppose you will admit that it would be necessary in charging these 
men to narrate or relate any suspicious circumstances. In giving your evidence against the two, over this 
either attempted or suspected burglary at Riddle’s, would it not be natural and proper for you to give 
evidence of any suspicious circumstances? 8o I did. I said they ran away.
1437. Tell me this : If you had heard noises as if these men were trying to break into the place—interfering 
with doors or windows—making noises which would indicate to you or a passer-by that there was something 
wrong, would you not think of it to give evidence of it ? I might not give evidence of it.
1438. You were sworn to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth ? Yes.
1439. Did you give an atom of evidence against these two men of hearing some grating sound as if the 
place was being interfered with or somebody was trying to break in ? I could not say that I did.
1440. Did you hear a grating sound ? I did.
1441. Did you report that at the station ? I told Senior-constable Quelch that, and I believe, as far as I 
can remember now, that I said it in the court to the magistrate in the second case.
1442. Of course I am going to show that you said that in the second case and something else. [To His 
Worship.} If the fact was that this man had given evidence against two men before you, and had abstained 
from giving evidence of certain circumstances which were suspicious, and if he came before you again against 
the same men and added circumstances, I think you would have a peculiar opinion about him.
]443. His Worship.} It does appear to me strange that such a very important piece of evidence was omitted 
in the prosecution. •
1444. Mr. Bull.} Then, of course, that goes against the credibility of this man? I said it on the second
occasion.- *
1445. Mr. Abigail.} Every witness who comes here to give evidence against Senior-constable Quelch must 
expect to be treated as a liar and a perjurer. Quelch is like Cresar’s wife—above suspicion.
1446. Mr. Bull.} My friend has called (Quelch a liar over and over again, and even when the music struck 
up outside he could not let it pass, but said : “I wonder they don’t strike up the ‘Rogue’s March,’ or the 
‘Dead March in Saul.’”
1447. Mr. Abigail.} I said it was very cheerful; but it might have been less inspiriting had they been 
playing the “ Rogue’s March,” or the “ Dead March in Saul.” My friend immediately assumed that I was 
hitting at his client.
1448. Mr. BuliA^ You were present, were you not, at the lock-up when this report was made of what you 
did see ? Yes.
1449. Whom to ? On what occasion ?
1450. On the occasion when you made the first report of what you had seen in the street ? I made a report 
to the Superintendent.
1451. Afterwards, when you were asked to make a report? I gave a voluntary report to the Superintendent
—I was not asked about it. ^
1452. You know it is the duty of every officer to report matters which he sees, or which come under his 
observation, while he is out on his duty ? Yes.
1453. You saw the report in the book ? Which report? .
1454. The report made with regard to the arrest of these two men, and the charge against them ? I did
not see it until I made my report to the Superintendent. 1455.
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1455. Have you seen it at all 1 I do not think I have seen it-. Constable
1456. But, whether you did or not, you did give evidence against these two men on the second occasion, the Brennan.
10th June? Yes. - ^
1457. Here is a piece of evidence which you gave in the second case which you absolutely forget in the 29 Oct., 1897.
first. Do you remember swearing this. [Exhibit No. “ At first I heard a grating sound ” ? Yes.
1458. “ It came from the direction of where they were standing ” ? Yes; that is right.
1459. Now, I suppose you will admit that you never thought of making such a statement on your oath in
the first case ? As an oversight. •
1460. An oversight? Yes.
1461. The men were charged with an attempted burglary, and you tell his Worship here that it was an 
oversight not to mention that you had heard a-grating sound from where the men were standing? Well, I 
suppose when I got in the box: I forgot it.
1462. I suppose it does not matter very much ; but-let me remind you that in one case you swore that one 
man whom you spoke to said he ran up the lane to ease himself, and in the second case you said they both 
said so ? They all ran up the lane. I spoke about the man that actually told me ; the man that said he 
wanted to go up.
1463. But in the second case you said, speaking of the men, “ They said, ‘ We came up here to ease 
ourselves ’ ”? No, I do not think I did.
1464. Now listen. “ I passed the shop window.” Not only did you forget to mention this circumstance, 
which you swear you forgot, but in your deposition you take upon yourself to swear this. [Exhibit No. 12.]
“ T passed the shop window at fifteen past 4 a.m. The window was then intact.” Did you ? That is the 
trip before I got these men. We work the beat in an hour and a half.
1465. “ I told the senior-constable that I heard a grating noise.” Do you swear that you told Quelch that 
youheardagratingnoi.se? Yes.
1466. When did you tell him that? I told him at the station when I brought the men in.
1467. You swear that? Yes.
1468. Do you know the constable who made the entry in the Occurrence Book at the station? Yes.
1469. Who was that? Constable Kidd, I believe it was.
1470. You believe it was ? Yes.
1471. Do not you know it was ? I think so. Constable Kidd was there that morning.
1472. Do not you know that Constables Kidd, Guthrie, and Wilson all made reports of the circumstances 
appertaining to that ? Yes.
1473. Contradicting you? Well, they said something.
1474. They did not agree with you? No, they did not. I made mention of that in my report to the 
Superintendent.
1475. Now, here is an entry written in Constable Kidd’s handwriting, “James Conlon, Cooper-street,
Waterloo. William Murray, Mrs. Bayley’s Restaurant, Liverpool-street, city”? He gave his address as 
Pyrmont first.
1476. [Exhibit No. 14. J “ Henry Wilson, 9 Bunn-street, Ultimo. Brought to station by Constable Brennan 
at 6 a.m., 26th, who found them in Chapple-lane, Alexandria, where they had run from Botany Road. They 
explained, one of them had been taken short and run into the lane to ease himself. Allowed to go by 
Senior-constable Quelch” ? I nev er saw that before.
1477. Do you know that this was not written until you had given all the information that you could in 
the presence of the four or five officers who were there ? I suppose the constable wrote it.
1478. Do you swear that—at that time, in that place, to Quelch, in the presence of any of these three—vou
mentioned anything about these noises ? Yes, I swear that. _
1479. Or that you brought the men down at the point of the revolver ? Yes, I did.
1480. You swear that too? Yes, I do.
1481. I suppose you know well, to begin with, that Constable Kidd has been very much longer in the 

• Police Force than you ? I think so.
1482. Is not he a first-class constable ? It would not be necessarily because he was in the Force longer 
than me.
1483. But Kidd, you know, is a first-class constable? Yes.
1484. Willson, is he a first-class constable ? No.
1485. How long has he been in the Force ? Ten or eleven years ; something like that.
1486. And Guthrie, is he a first-class? He is an ordinary constable. I think he has been about eighteen 
months.
1487. They were all .present ? Yes:.
1488. Do you know that the Superintendent, when he was speaking about that matter being withdrawn, 
recommended Quelch to let the matter drop—that complaint against you of either insolence or want of 
discipline? If I can remember, I think ho said that it would be just as well if the senior-constable with
drew his report.
1489. Have you ever seen this report of Mr. Lawless’, dated 4th June [Exhibit No. 8]: “ The minutes of 
the Superintendent have, been read and explained to Senior-constable Quelch and Constable Brennan. The 
senior-constable now states that he wishes to withdraw his report against Constable Brennan, who appeared 
to be satisfied with the decision of the Superintendent” ? No, I never saw that.
1490. Be careful, now ; you look at that [handing papers to witness^, and then I will ask you whether that 
actual document was not read to you by Mr. Lawless, in Quelch’s presence? No, sir.
1491. You swear it was not ? I do.
1492. Do you remember Mr. Read, the Superintendent’s report ? Yes, I do.
1493. Do you remember Mr. Read’s report being read to both you and Quelch ? No, it was not read to me 
or Senior-constable Quelch; there was no report read to me.
1494. Do you say that the senior-constable’s report was not read to you? It was read to me, but not by 
Senior-constable Quelch.
1495. By Mr. Lawless ? Yes ; and I read it myself, too.
1496. Is this the report that you heard read. [Exhibit No. 8.] “The statement of the constable with 
regard to the suspicious conduct of the three men referred to may be substantially correct, but the evidence
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’ Constable is overwhelming that he only communicated a very unimportant portion of the particulars to the senior- 
Brennan. constable, whose statement is supported by those of Constables Kidd, Willson, and Guthrie, whose reports 

a8ree with the entry in the rough book.” Did you hear that read 1 Yes.
“9 Uct‘’ 1°97' 1497. “The constable, according to the statement of Mr. Lawless, is of an excitable temperament ”? Yes.

1498. That is you l Yes. .
1499. “ And possibly imagined he had made a fuller report to this officer than he did, and there is the further 
fact that he had just previously been engaged with what to most men would be an exciting event.” What 
was that 1 I suppose the burglary. But I am not of an excitable temperament as a rule. The people in 
Redfern know that.
1500. The Superintendent knows better. “The discrepancy in his evidence at the court and his written 
statement is unsatisfactory.” Now, he is speaking of you “ and I am warranted in assuming that his' 
deposition is the more reliable version of the matter. I trust, therefore, he will be more guarded in future.
I think the circumstances scarcely warrant the belief that he had any deliberate purpose to injure his 
superior officer. I trust, therefore, Senior-constable Quelch will withdraw his complaint ”1 Yes, I heard 
that read. [Exhibit No. 8.] ‘
1501. Do you know that minute is dated 4th June, and was sent to Mr. Lawless on the 4th June, and do 
you swear now, having heard that read, that you did not hear this read to you by Mr, Lawless? Yes, Mr. 
Lawless read it to me, but Senior-constable Quelch was not there.
1502. But you swore it was not read to you at all ? Yes. I swear it was read to me, but not in the 
presence of Senior-Constable Quelch.
1503. Did you not swear to me awhile ago, when I took the trouble to walk to the table, and show you
that, that it had not been read to you, by anybody ? No, that had not been read to me, never. That is 
not the Superintendent’s minute. _ _
1504. Mr. Abigail: Show him Superintendent Read’s minute. You are asking him one thing and showing 
another.
1505. Mr. Bull.] He admits that that minute was read to him by Mr. Lawless, but not in Quelch’s presence. 
Then I said, “Will you answer now, Mr. Read’s minute being dated the 4th June, Mr. Lawless’ report 
being dated the 4th June, that you did not see that at the same time”? I did not notice Mr. Lawless’ 
report at any time. I saw Mr. Superintendent Read’s report, but I did not see Mr. Lawless’.
1506. Mr. Abigail.] If your Worship will read Inspector Lawless’ report you will see what it says.
1507. Mr. 31111.] I object to my friend interfering in any way.
1508. Mr. Abigail.] I challenge my friend to produce the report and let me show you are wrong.
1509. Mr. Bail.] 1 am not going to let my friend have these papers at present. I have an object in not 
letting him have them.
1510. Mr. Abigail.] Your Worship will see that Mr. Lawless says he has shown this minute to the 
constable, and he appeai'ed to be satisfied with it, and he withdraws his complaint. Does not that show 
that this witness’ evidence is true, that he told the inspector he was satisfied with it, and Mr. Lawless 
immediately reports on the result of the interview ?. He would not see Inspector Lawless’report; that 
would be sent on at once to the Superintendent. The inspector would not dream of showing his report to 
the subordinate constable before he sent it to the Superintendent.
1511. Mr. Bull.] You have already admitted that Mr. Read’s report was read to you by Mr. Lawless? Yes.
1512. You have admitted that Mr. Read’s whole report was read to you? Yes.
1513. There is no issue between us about that! No, sir.
1514. Did not I show you then, in addition to Mr. Read’s minute, a report of Mr. Lawless’—have not I 
shown you that twice ? Yes.
1515. Did not I ask you some time ago whether that minute had not been read to you by Mr. Lawless— 
the minute, not Read’s, this ? I swore it was not read to me, and I swear that now. I never saw it 
until now.
1516. Even Mr. Read makes a remark about your depositions, about your omission of certain important
facts, if they were true. You notice that ? Yes, sir. .
1517. And he found fault with you for that. Do you remember Mr. Read’s report of 31st May, after 
hearing your statement, Quelch’s, Kidd’s, Guthrie’s, and Willson’s? What one is that?
1518. A most remarkable circumstance that you have not mentioned to-day; another particular that you 
forgot to mention, and you never have mentioned, in any deposition. You saw this report [Exhibit Bo. 8] :
“ If Constable Brennan informed Senior-constable Quelch of all the circumstances of the case, that is, that 
he heard a grating sound close to a shop window, as if it were being tampered with, that the three men ran 
away at such a speed that the constable was compelled to part with his cape to overtake them.” You never 
mentioned that until to-day. I am aware you said it to-day ; but is not that the first time you have said in 
giving evidence anywhere that you were compelled to take your cape off in chasing these men ? You will 
admit that in neither of the depositions which you gave in either of the cases, either when the men were 
discharged on your prosecution or committed for trial, you never mentioned the circumstance of having 
thrown the cape away ? In the first case, I answered every question that was put to me by Senior- 
constable Wilson. _ ■
1519. Was it not Constable Bannan who conducted that prosecution? No, I do not think so.
1520. Do not lead yourself into a mistake? I will not swear it.
1521. Are you not sure of this—and I do not want to mislead you at all—was it not Bannan who conducted 
the case which was dismissed, and Wilson who conducted the case when the two men were committed for 
trial ? I think it was McAtamney who conducted the second case, and Wilson the first.
1522. His Worship.] Do you not think you are going beyond the first charge, which is the statement he 
made to the senior-constable at the lock-up ?
1523. Air. Bull.] If I can show that this man when he was on his oath never made the statements which he 
has since made in these reports, and that his anxiety was to convict these men, if he believed they were the 
burglars—. [Interrupted].
1524. His Worship).] I see it.
1525. Mr. Bull.] I will ask you if you used these words, “and that they manifested an intention to resist?” 
I did not say that.
1526. I am reading Superintendent Read’s minute. [Exhibit No. 8.] “If Constable Brennan informed

Senior-constable
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Senior-constable Quelch of all the circumstances of the case, that is, that he heard a grating sound close to a 
shop window as if it were being tampered with, and the three men ran away at such a speed that the 
constable was compelled r,o part with his cape to overtake them, and that they manifested an intention 
to resist arrest, inducing the constable to threaten to shoot them, it was undoubtedly the imperative duty of 
the senior-constable to have detained them until an inquiry had been made ; but according to the reports 
of the senior-constable and Constables Willson, Guthrie, and Kidd, none of the circumstances I have 
mentioned were communicated to the senior-constable except that as soon as the men saw the constable in 
the Botany Road they ran away.” Now, you heard that read, did you not 1 Yes.
1527. “All the reports should be shown to the constable, and he invited to make any further statement he 
may'wish, after which I will decide the matter.” You heard that read? Yes; and I made a further 
statement.
1528. I suppose you will admit that, after all, you have not a clean sheet? I have not a bad sheet.
1529. But you have not a very clean one. Have you been fined four times for neglect of duty ? I have 
been fined once for being some minutes late for court.
1530. I will put them to you categorically. On the 2nd August, 1895, were you fined a day’s pay for 
neglect of duty ? What was the neglect ?
1531. I am not here to say what it was. I simply ask you whether you were fined a day’s pay for neglect 
of duty ? I think it was for being late.
1532. And then two days afterwards were fined for neglect of duty ? I was late that morning. That was 
the morning when my brother was sent on the Ashantee Expedition in South Africa, and I was a few 
minutes late reading his letter,
1533. On the 4th April, 1896, were you again fined a day’s pay for neglect of duty ? I cannot swear that;
1534. I may tell you that I have got this from the defaulters’ list ? I cannot say. I am not going to say 
when I do not know what I am charged with.
1535. I have got if here. I may tell you this is a copy from it. On the 26th February this year were you 
fined a half-day’s pay for being found hiding behind a bar counter when on duty ? That was on an occasion 
when my child was dying at Ashfield. I went in to have a glass of beer, and I paid for it.
1536. Were not you hiding ? J. deny it.
1537. Who was it reported you ? Senior-constable Corcoran.
1538. And Corcoran made a mistake, then ? I suppose so.
1539. At any rate, whether he made a mistake or not, the Department believed it, and you were fined for 
it ? I was in there, and I was in uniform, and I told my Superintendent about it.
1540. You told your Superintenlent the reason for hiding behind the counter? I deny that. I was fined 
a day’s pay for being late coming on duty.
1541. Mr. Abigail.^ I shall ask that Quelch be not believed because there were complaints against him.
1542. Mr. Quelch has denied them on his oath, and you have brought nothing to contradict him.
1543. His Worship.] Those are not matters which affect his credibility as a witness. (Witness.) I hope 
Mr. Bull has got my character from the police in the old country.
1544. Mr. Bull.] I am not insinuating a word against that. •
1545. Mr. Abigail.] There are two Constables Guthrie, which is it? Constable Samuel Guthrie.
1546. He was in the station at the time when you brought these people in? Yes, he was in the yard at 
the time.
1547. Did Senior-constable Quelch know that you had gone over to Newtown to assist in the prosecution 
of those men ? I think he should know.
1548. Did he know that they were being prosecuted at Redfern on the charge you brought against them ? 
Yes.
1549. Did he offer to give evidence ? No.
1550. Did he give evidence ? No. . '
1551. Although he was your senior-constable ? No.
1552. Did he suggest that he could assist in the prosecution? No.
1553. Nor did he do anything to assist in bringing those alleged offenders to justice? No.
1554. At the Quarter Sessions, did you give any evidence 1 Yes.
1555. Did you then give full evidence of all you knew about the men ? All I knew as far as I could recollect.
1556. And explaining the nature of the charge ? Yes. . .
1557. Did you explain in your evidence at the Quarter Sessions the nature of the evidence which you had 
against them on the charge on which they were acquitted ? Yes.
1558. Did you also then explain about the different names and addresses they had given? I believe I did, 
and about the grating noise.
1559. What was the sentence on thera ? Two years and eighteen months’imprisonment. Those were the 
two who pleaded guilty; and the other man pleaded not guilty, and he was sentenced to nine months.
1560. I want to have a look at Superintendent Read’s report of the 21st May. I want to ask your 
Worship’s attention to this part of the minute: “If Constable Brennan informed Senior-constable Quelch 
of all the circumstances of the case, i.e., that he heard a grating sound close to a shop window, as if it were 
being tampered with ; that the three men ran away at such a speed that the constable was compelled to 
part with his cape to overtake them, a.nd that they manifested an intention to resist arrest, inducing the 
constable to threaten to shoot them; it was undoubtedly the imperative duty of the senior-constable to 
have detained them until due enquiry had been made.” [Exhibit No. 8.] I want to ask you that, if I can 
certify your Worship that this witness is a witness of truth, then I can invite your Worship to find against 
Quelch, following the minute of Superintendent Read.
1561. His Worship).] I cannot find anything until the finish of the inquiry.
1562. Mr. Bull.] I thought my friend had got those papers to ask a question. I object to his addressing 
you upon anything at this stage.
1563. His Worship.] It is no use addressing me now. ,
1564. Mr. Abigail.] Rather than call two or three witnesses to get out of their mouths each time this part 
of the report, and to get out the nature of certain regulations, I want to say that, if you find, as a matter 
of evidence, that the senior-constable was told these things, I invite you to find against him.
1565. Ilis Worship.] I will give no opinion here as to what conclusion I come to. I give my report to the
Governor. 1566.

Constable
Brennan.

29 Oet., 1897.
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Constable 1566. Mr. Abigail.] I know that ; but with a view to shortening the evidence.
Brennan. 1567. JJis Worship.] I do not want you not to call any witness whom you think material.

29o7 1897 Mr. Abigail.] Very well; I will get it the longest way, because you insist upon it.
' ’’ - 1569. Ilis Worship.] I think that matter has been quite exhausted.

1570. Mr. Abigail. {To witness.)] Do you say you read this report of Superintendent Read of the 31st 
May, 1897 1 Yes.
1571. There was no reason why this report of Inspector Lawless’ should be read to you 1 No.
1572. Mr. Bull.] He has said the minute was read, and this report was not read. He has said that half .a
dozen times. .
1573. Ilis Worship.] The gist of the matter is what was said to Quelch at the station.
1571. Mr. Abigail.] Did you know whether Senior constable Quelch had been asked by the inspector to 
withdraw his complaint against you 1 I could not say that.

Richard Henry Brewin, Watchman and Special Constable, Redfern, was called and sworn:—
R.H. Brewin. 1675. Ilis Worship.] What is your name 1 Richard Henry Brewin.

1576. What are you 1 Night-watchman.
29Oct., 1897. 1577. A special-constable? Yes.

1578. Mr. Abigail.] Have you been so occupied for a period of years ? About eight years.
1579. In the one district? In the one place all the time.
1580. Where? Botany Road and Regent-street.
1581. Of course you are privately employed ? Yes, by the residents—shop people.
1582. Are you, in the performance of your duty, frequently called upon to assist the police 1 Oh, yes, I have.
1583. And if you, while going round, see anything suspicious, is it a part of your duty to acquaint the police 
on the beat? Yes, I always acquaint the police of it.
1581. You frequently have informed the police and given evidence in cases, have you not ? Oh, lots of cases.
1585. Now do you remember, in May last, assisting the last witness, Constable Brennan, with three people? 
Yes.
1586. I want you to tell us what you know about it? It would be about twenty minutes to 6—I do not 
know the date—in the morning I heard somebody run. I looked, and I saw two or three men crossing 
over the road from one side of Botany Road to the other, and then I walked in towards the corner of 
Chapple-lane, near the “Commercial Hotel,” and I there saw Constable Brennan coming out of the lane 
with three men.
1587. You took the short cut to where they came from ? No ; I was just coming down the lane towards 
home.
1588. And there you saw Brennan with three men ? Yes, coming out of the lane into Botany Road, 
bringing them up towards the station.
1589. Had he these men covered with a revolver ? Yes ; he asked me to assist him.
1590. Did they give their names and addresses? They did give names—there was Conlon and Murray; 
but they gave some other names before that.
1591. Did they give any names at the time you went up—not afterwards at the station, but when you 
went up—what names .did they give? At the station ?
1592. No. Before you took them to the station, did you hear them give any names and addresses? They 
did give some names, but I forget what the names were.
1593. You assisted the constable to take them to the station? Yes.
1594. Did you see Senior-constable Quelch thei’e ? Yes.
1595. Can you tell us the conversation which took place between Brennan and Quelch with reference to 
these three men ? He told him that he got them at Botany Road. Of course I was standing outside the 
door; I did not go inside.
1596. Did you hear anything else? I heard him say something about some one ought to go down and see 
what was the matter.
1597. Mr. Bull.] Who said that? Brennan said that.
1598. Mr. Abigail.] Where? Down the Botany Road.
1599. Did you hear the men give their names and addresses at the station? Yes, they gave their names 
and addresses.
1600. Did you hear those? Yes, they gave their names ; one gave the name of Murray, and one Conlon, 
and the other one—I forget what the other one’s name was. I know there were three men.
1601. Did they at the station give the same names and addresses that they gave to Brennan and you? No, 
they gave different names to what they gave down the Botany Road. I think Conlon gave his name right.
1602. But the other two gave different names ? I know there were different names given; but I forget 
what the names were.
1603. Was there any remark made by anybody at the station about these different names ? Did you hear 
Brennan say anything to Quelch about it? I do not know who it was, but I heard somebody in the station 
say that these men had given “ cronk ” names—different names.
1604. Mr. Bull.] Which was it “cronk” or “different”? I would not be sure. I know the meaning was
that. . -
1605. Mr. Abigail.] Did you hear anything else? Of course they were let go.
1606. Who let them go ? Their names and addresses were taken down by Constable Kidd. I believe he 
was in the desk, and Senior-constable Quelch was standing at the side of him.
1607. And who let them go? Quelch, as the officer in charge at the time, because there was no other 
senior-constable there then.
1608. Did Brennan or anybody else ask that these men should be detained while these inquiries were being
made in Botany Road ? You said that somebody said that somebody ought to go down the Botany Road 
and see what was up ? I believe Brennan said they ought to be detained while somebody went down Botany 
Road. "
1609. Now, after they had gone into the station, did you see Senior-constable Quelch come out of the station 
into the yard and call Constable Bruce on one side ? Yes, he was in the yard.
1610. What did he say to Constable Bruce? He seemed certain that one of these men—. [Inteyrupted.] 1611.
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1611. What did he say ? “That is one of them all right.” I did not know at the time what lie was E. II.Brewin.
referring to. ^
1612. Now you know that he was referring to these men who had the bag of pigeons, do you notl I did"^®ct'’ 
afterwards, but I did not know at the time.
1613. Anything else? Bruce said he did not think so; he did not seem sure.
1614. And what did Quelch say? He seemed positive they were.
1615. And was it after this conversation which Quelch had with Bruce that he let these men go 1 Yes.
1616. He returned to the station, and then a little while after that these men were let go? I would not 
be sure whether it was before they were let go or after they were let go.
1617. I want you to think about that ? I know he came out to the yard, because I remained in the yard.
1618. Had the men been liberated then, or were they not liberated until after that? I would not be sure 
of that.
1619. What is your impression ? I would not be sure of that.
1620. Mr. Bull.] I object to his impressions. ,
1621. His Worship^] We cannot take that.
1622. Mr. Abigail.] To the best of your recollection, what do you think ? Which was it ? I would not be 
positive on it.
1623. Did you give evidence against these men ? Yes, I gave evidence as to being called to assist.
1624. I ask for the depositions. (To tvitness.) What case was it that you gave evidence in? In the
second case. •
1625. What was the nature of the second case ? Breaking and entering Riddle’s shop.
1626. Then it was this very matter upon which Brennan had arrested them ? Yes.
1627. Mr. Bull.] You did give evidence in this case when the men were committed for trial ? Yes.
162b. You seemed to know that the robbery was going to be committed ? Yes, Mr. Siddons at the billiard 
room told me.
1629. He told you the robbery was going to be committed? He said there was some “cronk’’ones 
knocking about.
1630. This is what you said, “I assisted to bring them. I know Mr. Riddle’s shop. It was intact”? I 
do not know the meaning of that word. I never made use of that.
1631. “ I also cautioned Mr. Riddle of something I heard”? I told Mr. Riddle and another man in 
another shop on the road.
1632. This is your evidence? Yes; that there wore two or three fellows knocking about, and that Siddons 
had told me.
1633. Is that Mr. Siddons, of 134, Botany Road, Alexandria? Yes; that is he.
1634. Since this matter of the inquiry into Quelch’s conduct, do you know that Mr. Siddons has been 
threatened with letters? No. I never heard that. I heard that he signed Quelch’s petition.
1635. A certificate of character of Quelch’s? Yes. .
1636. Do you happen to know that since he signed some certificate for Quelch, along, of course, with a 
number of other persons, he has received an infamous letter from somebody, making threats ? No ; he 
never told me anything about it.
1637. Do you know that on the 25th of this very month he made this complaint to the Police Station at 
Redfern. [Jixhibit Bo. 15.] “James Siddons, 134, Botany Road, Alexandria, complains that young men 
about his shop at the above address, annoy and threaten him, and throw stones at his premises ; they have 
broken three windows in his shop during the last three weeks from stone-throwing. Pie desires police 
attention ” ? I did not know that. I am not a constable. I am not connected with the Police Station.
1638. Do you know that his shop windows have been broken? There is a little window that has been 
broken.
1639. Do you know that some windows have been broken? Yes, there is one there.
1640. Do you know that Mr. Siddons himself actually laid this complaint ? No.
1641. To Serjeant Yane ? No.
1642. It was a report at the stavion on the 25th October. How long have you been a night-watchman?
Between seven and eight years.
1643. How many charges might you have had during all that time against people for assaulting you? I do 
not know.
1644. Give the court some idea. You know it is a money-making game if you can only manage to get 
enough ? I could not say how many.
1645. How many do you think ? I have no idea.
1646. Twenty? I could not say.
1647. Would you like to swear that you have not charged as many as twenty people with assault? I may 
have.
1648. Have you ever appeared at the court once with any mark anywhere upon you as the result of any 
assault that was committed on you. Can you remember any one instance when you could show anything 
in the nature of an injury on you ? Yes.
1649. When was that? Whenever I have charged anyone with assault it has been when I have been 
assisting the police.
1650. You have not the kindest reeling towards Quelch, have you? I have nothing against him ; I never 
speak to the man.
1651. How many times have you been to the inspector making complaints against Quelch? I went to him 
one night.
1652. Only once? I told Mr. Lawless about him telling the men—complaining of speaking to me when I
never spoke to them at all. ,
1653. Do you not know this : That the very Superintendent of Police instructed the different officers of the 
Redfern division not to have any conversation with you—did not Proctor give you that very information?
Not with me altogether, but with the watchmen.
1654. With you alone ? No, with the watchmen.
1655. Did not Proctor, the police officer, give you that information, that the superintendent had instructed
his men to have, in no sense or way. anything to do with you ? No; he never mentioned that. It was the 
time when the constable was reported. 1656.
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K.H.Brewin. 1656.
•---- *---- - 1657.

29 Oct., 1897. 1658
1659.
1660. 
1661.

Has Quelch ever prosecuted you for anything 1 Only once.
What for 1 For having an unregistered dog.
Mr. Abigail.] That was playing it pretty low down?
Mr. Bull.] Is that your card [producing card] 1 Yes.
Did you send that to Quelch 1 No.
Write on a piece of paper for me, please, the words I tell you to write.

sympathy.” Now write “ Senior-constable Quelch, Police Station, Redfern” ?
Write first “ With deepest 

It is the man’s own card, on
it “ with deepest sympathy,” in a black-edged envelope. [Witness wrote on a piece of paper, which was then 
handed to Mr. Bull.] . _
1662. Mr. Abigail.] It is very easy for a man to send that to himself if he wants to impeach a witness.
1663. Mr Bull.] Now, you were in charge, some time ago, of some premises of a Mr. Flynn ? Yes.
1664. And you were night-watchman? Yes.
1665. You were paid really to watch Flynn’s place, were you not ? I was.
1666. Are you now? No. .
1667. Now you admit that you were paid to watch Mr. Flynn’s place? Yes.
1668. Did not Quelch, on one occasion, find you, with another man, robbing that very place? No, never.
I will explain that. ,
1669. Mr. Abigail.] In order to identify that writing, I wish to have that marked.
1670. Mr. Bull.] 1 am not going to let you see that. [7b Witness.] Do you not know that Quelch accosted 
you and another man carrying provisions and things out of another man’s store ? No, he did not; not me. 
I can explain that.
1671. What man were you with on the morning of the 10th May, 1896? I do not remember being with 
any man on that morning.
1672. Now, you be very careful ? I am speaking the truth. I have no need to be careful.
1673. Were not you in the company of a man named Chailes Russell ? I was not in the company of the 
man at all. I can explain that.
1674. If it did not happen, you cannot explain anything. Were not you seen by Quelch coming out of 
Flynn’s shop at the back, carrying a bag of meat, a bag of sugar, and sundry things ? Never in my life.
1675. Were not you chased by Quelch, and did not he catch, both of you ? No, he did not. .
1676. At the corner of Wyndham and Margaret streets, Redfern ? He did not chase me. I did not come
in that direction at all. I came from Cleveland-street. _
1677. Did the other man run away? I do not know whether the other man ran away. I will explain it
to you. Quelch has been fighting me for years, since I have been in Redfern, and other men too.
1678. I suppose everybody in Redfern knows you ? Everybody knows me.
1679. And I take it, at half-past 5 in the morning, a man would not make very much mistake if he saw 
you, if he knew you well ? I do not say he did not see me.
1680. Do you remember one morning, as a fact, being in the company of this man Russell, who was an 
employee of Mr. Flynn ? I was never in the man’s company in my life—never stood to speak to the man 
in my life.
1681. Will you swear it is not true that he caught the two of you coming out, and that he gave chase to 
both of you, and caught you up at the corner of Margaret and Wyndham Streets, Redfern. Did you never 
hear of this man Russell being charged, or, at any rate, it being alleged against him, that he had obtained a 
number of things at Mr. Flynn’s place ? I heard it a couple of days afterwards.
1682. Tell us when you heard that ? On the Monday.
1683. Tell us what you heard? I heard that a man working at Flynn’s had been locked up by Quelch,
and that he had seen him coming out of the back of Flynn’s shop with some groceries. _
1684. Did you never hear your name identified with that ? No, my name was not mentioned in connection 
with that at all.
1685. You swear it was not? No.
1686. How soon after that were you dismissed by Mr. Flynn ? A few weeks afterwards.
1687. Were you not dismissed almost at once after? No, I was not. _
1688. You say that Quelch might have been trying to “ready” that thing on you ? I say that Quelch is 
always “readying” things on me.
1689. Were you not in the habit of going in in the early morning and lighting up Mr. Flynn’s shop? Yes 
I was.
1690. Had you any authority from Mr. Flynn to do that ? No, but from the foreman.
1691. What is his name ? Frank, we called him.
1692. Is that the “German,” as he is called ? I don’t know.
1693. Was not he “ sacked,” the same man? Not that I am aware of.
1694. Do you not know he was ? I do not think the man was sacked.
1695. Can you say what time in the morning it was that you saw this man, or that you heard that he was chased 
by Quelch ? I never heard that he was chased by Quelch at all, and I know he was not chased by Quelch.
1696. That is exactly what we are suggesting—that you know all about it. You were there? I was not 
there at all.
1697. You said, awhile ago, you knew nothing of the circumstances, and you were not with the man that 
morning ? Neither was 1, and I did not know what had happened until a few days after.
1698. And what you say is that it is a fabrication of Quelch’s if he says that you were one of the two persons 
he chased ? Yes.
1699. I suppose you think Quelch is capable of fabricating a charge against you ? I would not like to say 
that, I know he has never acted honorably to me.
1700. Do you know this, that on the very same morning he reported this at the Police Station ? No, I do 
not know that it was ever reported.
1701. Are not you always at the Police Station—you have friends, you know, in the Redfern Police Force? 
Yes ; but I have many enemies in the Redfern Police Force.
1702. Were you never shown the entry made by the lock-up keeper ? No.
1703. Mr. Abigail.] I object to my friend trying to get in, to influence your mind afterwards, something
which the witness has an absolute ignorance of. How can you or I or any other person have access to the 
Rough Occurrence Book kept at the Police Station? 1704.
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1704. Mr. Hull.] I can put this book into Quelch’s hands when he comes into the box, and ask him the R.H. Brewin.
same thing. ----- A'—
1705. Mr. Abigail.] That is the proper course. ’ . 29 Oct., 1897.
1706. Mr. Bull.] I ask him if he has ever seen this book at the Police Station, and has he ever heard of this 
entry being made against him [Exhibit No. 16] : “About 5’30 a.m., 10th instant (May, 1896), Senior- 
constable Quelch saw a man coming from Mr. Flynn’s, butcher, in McNamee’s Lane, Alexandria, on seeing 
the senior-constable he ran away. The senior-constable gave chase, and caught him at the corner of 
Margaret and Wyndham Streets, Redfern. He had a bag of meat and bread, a small bag of corn, some 
sugar, and sundries, in his possession. As he would not account for the things, Senior-constable Quelch 
took him back to Mr. Flynn’s shop, and afterwards to Mr. Flynn’s house; he admitted stealing the articles.
He was an engineer in Mr. Flynn’s employ, and he declined to prosecute. His name is Charles Russell,
59, George-street, Waterloo.” '
1707. Did you never hear of that entry ? No. I never heard of any entry at the Police Station.
1708. And you swear that you were not with that man at the time ? Were you seen by Quelch with that 
man that same morning 1 I was not with that man. I will explain it if you will allow me.
1709. Mr. Abigail.] He is entitled to explain.
1710. Mr. Bull.] He is entitled to explain, but not to stand there and mutter complaints against me. [Witness.)
I was returning home about a quarter to 6, and just as I got near Moon’s shop—that is almost at Margaret- 
street, at the corner of Margaret-street and Regent-street—I saw Senior-constable Quelch coming up quite 
leisurely, walking up quietly until he met me, and then this man came out of Margaret-street into Regent- 
street, towards the city. I stood when I savv Quelch call the man up, and he said something to him.
Anyhow, he took the man back again down Botany Road, and he passed me and never said a word to me, 
and the man never spoke to me, and I never spoke to the man in my life. Then there was a constable on 
the opposite side, and I walked over to him, and never knew what had happened until the Monday.
1711. Mr. Abigail.] You say you had no connection with the man, and did not know him? No.
1.712. Mr. Bull.] And you never spoke to this man Russell, who was actually in Mr. Flynn’s employment.
Do you swear that ? Yes, I swear that. •
1713. Do you remember making a report to a Mr. Yedwohf, a tailor, in Regent-street? You know him, 
don’t you ? I know him.
1714. Do you remember making a report to him that his place was going to be “cracked”? I never 
remember such a thing in my life.
1715. Will you swear that you did not say to Mr. Yedwohf that you had heard a man say that his place 
was easy to be cracked, and to be on the look-out 1 I never remember such a thing.
1716. Will you swear you never did? I do not remember ever saying any such thing as that.
1717. Did not you mention the man’s rame to him whom you heard say how easy it wrould be to crack his 
place, and there was a safe at the back, and any one could crack it? There was no safe at the back. I 
never heard that there was ever a safe at the back in my life.
1718. Do you not know that Mr. Yedwohf, on the statement made by you, went to the Police Station and 
made a report on the information that he got from you ? No. I do not remember it.
1719. Mr. Abigail.] W^here is the Occurrence Book with the entry?
1720. Mr. Bull.] He will get that in time.
1721. Were you watching his shop at that time ? Wfeve you paid by Mr. Yedwohf for watching his shop?
I was paid there at one time ; but he had his brother.
1722. As a fact, did he discontinue or did you ? He discontinued to pay me for the reason that he got his 
brother, and his brother did remain on the premises for some considerable time.
1723. You mean he told you ho had a brother who was going to live on the premises, and he would not 
require you ? He did not tell me there was going to be a man remain on the premises.
1724. Will you swear that you did not mention a certain man’s name to him as the man that had given you 
this information that the place was going to be cracked, and were you not seen in this same man’s company 
night after night? No. I am under the notice of the Police and have been there for eight years, and they 
cannot say anything wrong against me, nos truthfully.
1725. Do you not know this, that you have reported doors on different business places found open by you?
Yes.
1726. Do you not know that the different Police on the different beats have stated that, almost momentarily 
before the time that you have fixed for these doors being found open, they have tried these doors and found 
them fast, and for five hours before you have reported that you have found these doors open, while the 
Police were on the beat, they have persistently tried these doors, and you, almost immediately after they 
have passed, have found them open and reported it? I do not know that, but of course I found the doors 
open, and I reported it, and I acquainted the constables on the beat.
1727. You know Marshall’s, the chemist? Yes.
1728. Did you find that door open on the 16th March, 1894, at 10 to 4 in the morning? I have no 
recollection; I may have found it open.
1729. Did not you actually report at the Station that you had found Marshall, the chemist’s door open.
Was not Quelch at the Station, and did not he go back at once down to see the place ? He may have. I 
do not remember that. .
1730. Mr. Abigail.] It is three years ago.
1731. Mr. Bull.] All this is three years ago.
1732. Mr. Abigail.] He does not keep Occurrence Books.
1733. Mr. Bull.) Did not you actually report at the station that you had found both the shop and the
side doors open ? I do not remember it. I may have. .,
1734. Would you be surprised to know this : that in the Occurrence Book an entry is made on page 36, as 
of date 16th March, 1894. [Exhibit No. 17.] “Found open, by Brewin, the shop and side door of 
Marshall’s, chemist, 97, Regent-street, at 3-50 a.m., 16/7/94. No person resides on the premises. Every
thing appeared correct.—Quelch.” Do you know this, that Quelch went back on your report, and every 
door in the place was locked except the front and side doors, that you allege you found open ? I do not 
remember that.
1735. And the money intact in the shop. Do you not remember the circumstance of having reported this?
I do not remember that. 1736.
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Brewin. 1736. Do you not know that there was a policeman on the heat from 10 o’clock until 3, and that he reported 
^ the matter “ all correct ” during the whole time of his beat 1 I have no recollection of that whatever; and 

., 1897. ti,en I -would not know all the constables.
1737. Do you remember the fact of tko constable taking the key out and taking it up to the Police Station 1
No. "
1738. “Received from the police a door key belonging to Marshall’s shop, Cloveland-street.—R. Chapman, 
151, Cleveland-street.” Do you remember that 1 Ro.

' 1739. Do you know Mr. Chapman, the shopman at Marshall’s, the chemist 1 I do not know any man by
that name. .
1740. Do you know the shopman at the shop? Of course, ever since I have been there. I do not know 
all the names.
1741. Mr. Abigail.] There is evidently a week’s industry on Quelch’s part to go through these books to 
blacken this man’s character,
1742. //is IForskip.] There is always a feeling on the part of the police towards these private watchmen. 
I do not think there is any necessity to pursue this any further.
1743. Jfr. Abigail.] Were you discharged by Plynn, or did he merely discontinue your services weeks after 
that occurrence that Mr. Bull refers to, and did he give you a recommendation? No, but he told me he 
would.
1744. You have never applied for it, have you ? No.
1745. What reason did he assign for the discontinuance of your services? He said that it was on account 
of my having so far to go. Of course I have a long beat, because things are so bad on the beat. There is 
such a competition, I have a longer way to go.
1746. Did not the Commercial Bank discontinue your services for the same reason, and give you a letter of 
recommendation ? Yes.
1747. You have got that, have you not 1 Yes.
1748. Jfr. J3ull.] If my friend is going to put in certificates, I have got a lot of other questions to ask.
1749. Mr. Abigail.] Keep the certificates in your pocket. You have many certificates and testimonials of 
your character ? Yes, I have never been suspected of anything.
1750. You have never been charged with anything during the whole of that time? Except that Senior- 
constable Quelch had me once for not registering a dog.
1751. //is Worship.] It is quite clear that their relations are strained.
1752. Mr. Abigail.] You have frequently been the subject of complimentary reference from the Bench in 
cases where you have assisted the police? Yes, I have ably assisted them in every respect.
1753. Mr. Bull.] And it has happened that you charged a man with assault and appeared at the Police 
Court to prosecute him, and two police officers and a civilian were ready to give evidence to prove that it 
was impossible for the man to have committed an assault upon you under the circumstances you had Sworn 
to, and you withdrew the charge ? I withdrew the charge, I think Mr. Addison was the magistrate on the 
Bench. I had been told the man was fined the day before and I was asked to withdraw.

[The Commission adjourned at 4'40 p.m., until Monday, 1st November, 1897, at 10 a.m.]

MONDAY, 1 NOVEMBER, 1897.
\_The Commission sat in the Licensing Court, Central Police Station.]

iPmsTiti: —

MR. WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M. (Sole Commissioner).
Mr. J. R. Dace3q M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared to support the charges ; Mr. Charles Bull, M.L.A., solicitor, appeared
to defend Senior-constable Quelch.

His Worship.] I may as well state, to save inconvenience, that I do not intend to hear any addresses 
from either side when the evidence is concluded.

i table 
?ards.

., 1897.

Charges 4 and 5 continued.
Constable George Henry Edwards was recalled :—

1754. His Worship.] What is your name? George Henry Edwards.
1755. What are you ? Constable, stationed at Redfern.
1756. Mr. Abigail.] Do you remember the day of the arrest of those three burglars? Yes, the same morning.
1757. You heard a conversation, did you not, at the station ? Yes.
1758. It was the morning they were arrested, as a matter of fact, was it not? Yes.
1759. Did you hear Brennan have a conversation with Quelch? I caught a smattering of it.
1760. Is this the smattering that you heard : Did you hear Brennan ask Quelch to telephone and see if the 
men had given correct addresses ? Yes.
1761. Did you hear Brennan also ask Quelch to detain the men until some one went down to Botany Road 
to see if everything was all right there ? Yes.
1762. Did you see Senior-constable Quelch leave the station, and walk into the yard and have a conversation 
with Constable Bruce ? No, I did not see that; I had left before that.
1763. Were the men detained, or were they allowed to go by Quelch? They went; I saw them go.
1764. They could not go unless they had been discharged, could they ? No
1765. And Senior-constable Quelch was the officer in charge at the time ? Yes.
1766. Mr. Bull.] What did you say? I said that they were discharged.
1767. How long were they at the station? I suppose they were, as near as I can remember, from five to 
ten minutes, perhaps a quarter of an hour.

' 1768,
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Constable
Edwards.

1768. In fact those men had bean in the station, or were at the station, before you arrived with Quelch 
them?1 Y?ember }'0Ur COmlng mfc0 the station with Quelch alld finding the men there and Brennan with

1769 Who was in charge of the station when you and Quelch arrived! The man who was in charge of 1 Nov-’ 189'7' 
the station was asleep at the time j I forget who it was. . &
1770. Surely there was somebody there when Brennan and the two men arrived j who was he ? I think it 
was one of the reserve men.
1771. Do you know his name? I do not recollect who it was.
1772. Do you know Senior-constable Harrison ? Yes.
I d^’n^remem^er that*1117 tlme dUrinS the time that Brennan was there with these men? I could not say. 

Senior-constable Bourke, do you know him ? He might have been there, coming on at 6.
I «nk hebltoff ™th Wilh ae m“- 1)0 t,,ow C“st,blc Hind ’ h«

lilt' hb>nsta-hle Kidd ? He might have been the man in the reserve.
1777. He might have been ? Yes.
bdn8ffbMken0^rLanythln+'Saideb7u^Tnan ab°Ut hearing grating noises, or sounds as if a place was 

g broken into, in any statement that Brennan made whilst Quelch was there ? No.
IIIV. You Enow these men were there as suspected burglars 1 Yes
78l' 77Uld be attrc‘ed hy that ? Yes ; but 1 would “t take particular notice.

1782' And vo, d h a VSUCh a *ta‘e+ment made by Brennan, it would have struck you, would it not ? Yes.
178V tlat7° such.*fcatement was made by Brennan whilst you were there ? I did not hear it.
diffifror^ d 7 h J said oy Brennan to anybody there ; that in the street these men had given
that and addl'eSSeS alt°gether to those that they had given when at the station ? Yes, I heard

Hot’ yyhom did he say that t0 ? I do not know. I did not notice.
178o. He said it to somebody ? Yes.

“khedM168 ^ had been SiVen WbiCh W6re different t0 fch°Se tben being Siven at the

nL8?- tK Would you be surprised to w that be says be did

asking tbe question- My friend finds the witness is a
1789. Mr. Butt.] I a«ked Brmn.n .Iktinctly this question : “ Can you remeniher the names tehieh you sav
^thS.'^Llh “V; ' rT1J “ C" 1™ re““b“- names .hieh ' .
Ei i-fTllbi' 't 1 l “No.” I said, a Did you mention the name, at Ihe

lylb.: in^et^r^rrS SSfc1 " ” "* “ 1 “ ^ 1 ^ "»* ~b" “•
1790. Mr. Abigail.^ I object to the unfairness of the question
Im fr I%ifNoh™it“e” X™*"" "lh *b”‘ ‘he CTifc“e JOU 1“™ ‘° 8"‘,, N°-
1 vq} Bul1'} Yc!U have had 801116 wit!l Mr- Bacey ? Not about this case.
1194:. Did you hear him mention any names2 No
stetionvvith Brenna^n 7r6Yes!liS ^ ^ y0U ^ ^ Came “ ^ m611 ^e already in the

SOme ^ ^ y°U ^ ? °r ten minilte8> 1 W01lld 
the^on^Trsftiorf'yIs°U ^ y°UrSelf When 1 eXamined y°u just now that y°u only caught a smattering of 

stetionfn YMhen y°U SOt t0 the Sfcati°n’ Brennan, the three accused persons, and Quelch were at the

wouM ^st^SeSn17 ^ S°me C°“tion before ^ ^ not say that because I

180?' I/fn/zn f°lt0 the StatT first *be three accused, and Brennan, and Quelch were there ? Yes.
Quelch ? Yes, we wcmt^nTtifthei? ^ ^ y°U already Stated in anSWer t0 me’that y0U W6nt in with 
1802. Mr. Abigail.} I do submit that lam entitled to examine without interruption. My friend has
then immediately6! °? som6,fa6ts to exPlain misapprehensions he has put the witnes^ under, and
180? X « 77 iyTW q,UeStl°n aild,tlle Wltness 13 going to answer, my friend interferes.

■ • friend ■ assumes that something has been said that has not been said. My friend is
a8Snmlnf that Quelch was m the station some time before this witness arrived. 7 .
1804. Mr. Migail.} The manner in which my friend has. cross-examined this witness leaves behind the

he T*PIT?Rthe,^0le °f the time’ 1 Want t0 Sh0w that be was there only Part of the
tothesf I on O^Tf t0 fat hVhA bear' Wliness) : As a matter of fact, you say that when you got 
to the station Quelch was there, Brewm was there, Brennan was there, and the three accused persons ? As 
far as I remember I would not be certain whether they were all there or not. P
I cannot styPr°bablllty ther6 ^ COnversatlon Passing between them that you had no opportunity to hear ?

1807' Cannofc18ay 7afc- He could say there was time for conversation.
left before /dicf' Wben y°U ^ th'3 statl011 whom dld y°u lcave behind—the three accused ? No : they

notice ttfint^ ' 1 C°Uld ^ Whether he did °r n0t- 1 did n0t take Particlllar 

tSm ntf ?thYesCtS Whi°h y°U haVC dep°Sed t0 lmPressed themselves on your mind so that you remember

*2—1 Senior-constable
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Senior-constable William Edward Quelch was recalled :—
Senior- 1810. Mr. Bull.] With regard to this charge, “That some short time ago a constable named Bruce was on 

W°13 duty Baptist Estate, near Moore Park, when he saw three men prowling about in a suspicious manner.
' • * a ae c ' He went over to see what they were at, and they ran away. He chased the men actually into the arms of 

1 Nov. 1897. Quelch. Quelch heard their yarn, which was that they were dairymen going to the Farmers’ and Dairymen s 
’ Milk Supply Company to get milk for their customers; but strange to say they said they lived at Pyrmont. 

Quelch did not see the absurdity of that; but he took down these men’s names and let them go. A few 
minutes afterwards Bruce went back on their tracks and discovered a sack full of pigeons which these men 
had evidently stolen.” You remember the circumstances of your being on duty 1 1 do, well. .
1811. And the fact of seeing two men hurrying in the direction of where you were? That is in Bruces 
case ; I left the station and went along Redfern-street for the purpose of visiting Constable Bruce ; in the 
ordinary working of his beat he would continue right along Zamia-street to Young-street.
1812. That would be his ordinary beat? That is as he should come.
1813. In fact that is his proper beat? That is his way; when I got to the corner of Young and Redfern 
Streets I stood, and two young fellows, very respectably dressed, came trotting along the footpath the same 
side of the road that I was; I stopped them and questioned them as to what they were running for.
1814. Just say what you said to them ? I said, “ What are you running for ?” They said, “ We are going 
to the Belmore Markets, we are late, and as it is cold we are just trotting to keep ourselves warm.” I 
examined them.
1815. Tell us what you mean by that ? I searched them; I found nothing on them; whilst I was so
conversing with them, Constable Bruce came round the corner of Telopea-street right opposite, and crossed 
over to me. He said, “ I saw two young fellows standing at the corner of Marriott and Zamia Streets just 
now as I was coming up Zamia-street.” The charge says three. “ When they saw me coming they walked 
along Zamia-street to St. Saviour’s-lane. They ran through St. Saviour’s-lane to Young-street. He said 
“I came round Telopea-street thinking I might catch up and see what was the matter.” I said “ Did^you 
see them carrying anything, or having anything in their possession when you first saw them ”? “Oh,” he
said, “No, I saw nothing on them, nothing whatever.” I asked the young fellows where they had been. 
They said they had been to some friend’s that night, and they remained there until it was time to leave to 
go to the markets. I took their names and addresses. One gave the name of, it is down there, Page, I 
think.
1816. They gave the names of what ? The first one gave the name of Frederick Page, residing at 3 Bunn-
street, Ultimo, next Senior-serjeant Roden’s. Then follows his description. [Witness looked at Rough 
Book.] _
1817. The other? The second gave the name of William Wilkinson, at R. Robinson’s, 163, Albion-street, 
Pyrmont. Then follows his description.
1818. Whilst you were talking to these men did Bruce come up? Yes.
1819. And over to where you were? Over to by my side. After their names and addresses were taken, 
and they had given what I considered reasonable account of themselves, I allowed them to go.
1820. You exercised your own discrection in that, as a police officer? I did.
1821. And was the information which they gave, or any answers they made to any questions asked by you,
given with any hesitancy ? Not at all. Not in the least. _
1822. After letting them go ? After letting them go I went back, and I took Constable Bruce with me.
1823. In what direction did you go ? I retraced the steps that Constable Bruce told me these men had. 
come.
1824. That is through St. Saviour’s-lane? Through St. Saviour’s-lane.
1825. What did you find ? Constable Bruce went right through the lane out into Zamia-street ahead of
me. When I got within about 10 fee£ off Marriott-street I picked up a small handbag and called Constable 
Bruce back. ■
1826. The handbag that was on the table here the other day ? Yes.
1827. How far in advance of you was Bruce ? I suppose he was about 12 feet. I said, “ Look here, Bruce,” 
and showed him the small handbag of pigeons.
1828. You know the charge here says a whole sack' full of pigeons ? Yes.
1829. Nothing of that sort was seen by you? There was no sack at all about there.
1830. That bag contained how many ? Four. _
1831. Mr. Abigail.] I object to this. We have already gone into this in Riddle’s case. Your Worship 
remembers that Mr. Bull cross-examined this witness about that.
1832. Mr. Bull.] This witness has given no evidence at all about this. (To witness.) You called Bruce
back ? I called him back, and I had the pigeons. I said, “ You hurry back along Redfern-street and work 
right up to Regent-street to see whether you can see these men.” .
1833. Mis Worship.] Those same men that you saw before? Those same men. .
1834. Mr. Bull.] What did you do ? I said, “ I will go right straight along Cleveland-street. That will 
allow us, if we can, to intercept them.” Constable Bruce did as he was ordered.
1835. He left you to do it? Yes, and I went right along Cleveland-street to Regent-street, and up Regent- 
street to Redfern-street, where I met Constable Bruce.
1836. And anybody else? And Constable Cubitt, who had joined him. I still had the pigeons, carrying 
them the whole time. When I got up to them, Constable Bruce said, “ 1 did not see anything of them, did / 
you?” I said, “No.” I said, “Let us go through the markets, the fish markets.” We examined the fish 
markets, and could see nobody.
1837. Nobody answering their description? Nobody answering their description.
1838. You did not see the men ? No. After that I went to the station and made the entry in the book.

■ 1839. Now, what entry is that? Read it [Exhibit No. 18]: “About 4T5 a.m., this date, as Constable 
Bruce was working Zamia-street, he saw two young men standing. Seeing the constable coming they 
walked to St. Saviour’s Lane, and then ran through the lane to Young-street, to Redfern-street, where they 
were stopped by Senior-constable Quelch, and questioned; having nothing in their possession, and stating 
they were going to the markets and were running to keep themselves warm ; their names and addresses were 
taken. 1st, Frederick Page, 3, Bunn-street, Ultimo, next Senior-serjeant Roden, about 19 old, 5 ft. 6 in., 
hair black, fair complexion, very small black moustache; dressed in dirty, light tweed trousers, no vest

- white
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Senior-
163, Albion-street, Pyrmont, about 19 old, 5 feet, fair complexion, clean shaved, dressed in dirty brown constable

2nd. William Wilkinson, at R. Robinson’s,

Yes.
Pyrmont and going to the Farmer’s and 

" ‘ They explained, as I have said, where

Yes.

white shirt, woollen singlet, outside dark sac coat, black soft hat.
. . „ . . . * ;i°ni clean shaved, dressed in dirty brown \y-&Queich_

mixture tweed sac suit and soft felt hat, wore sand shoes, a small bag was afterwards found in the lane ^ _ a _' 
containing four pigeons, where they ran through.” The footnote is entered by Constable Moore, “Pigeons i Nov.; 1897: 
now at this station ; an owner required.”
1840. Well, you know this charge that is made against you here, No. 4 1 Yes.
1841. Is this true. I will read, first, the portion introductory to what I want you to answer,—“Some 
short time ago a constable named Bruce was on duty at the Baptist Estate, near Moore Park, when he saw 
three men prowling about in a suspicious manner.” Was anything said by Bruce to you about these two 
men acting in any suspicious way 1 Not a word.
1842. And instead of three it was two young men ? Two.
1843. Were these men chased, actually chased, by Bruce into your arms? Not at all. Constable Bruce 
came in a different direction.
1844. Is this true : “ He went over to see what they were at, and they ran away. He chased the men 
actually into the arms of Quelch. Quelch heard their yarn, which was that they were dairymen going to 
the Farmer’s and Dairymen’s Milk Supply Company to get milk for their customers”? It never was 
uttered.
1845. No such statement was made by these men? No.
1846. And no such statement was made at all? Not at all.
1847. “ But strange to say they said they lived at Pyrmont ” ?
1848. “Quelch did not see the absurdity of that,” living at 
Dairymen’s, “ but he took down their names and let them go ” ? 
they had been that night, to a friend’s.
1849. They explained where they had been and where they were going?
1850. And it was really, in fact, to the Belmore Markets? Yes.
1851. Ilis Worship.] You let them go in the street? Yes.
1852. And made a report afterwards ? Yes.
1853. Mr. Bull.] How long after these circumstances in the street was it that you reported the matter?
The “time reported at the station” is entered in the book at the station also—4’30. The time is entered 
in the margin.
1854. The entry was made in the book at the Police Station at 4-30 ? 4-30.
1855. Is this true : “ A few minutes afterwards, Bruce went back on their tracks and discovered a sack full 
of pigeons, which these men had evidently stolen ” ? It is not true at all.
1856. So far as you know, was there any evidence to connect either of these two men with the pigeons?
Not a bit. If I bad come upon the men after going after them with Constable Bruce,' I had no charge 
unless I liked to swear one against them, because I never saw anything in their possession, nor did Constable 
Bruce. From the same residence —. [Interrupted.]
1857. You asked Bruce if he saw them carrying anything ? Yes.
1858. He said, “No.” He saw nothing with them ? Nothing at all.
1859. You were going on to say, “From the same residence ” ? From the same residence where it was reported 
the pigeons were stolen, a report reached me thirty-six hours afterwards that the pigeons were stolen.
1860. And there was a number of articles of wearing-apparel alleged to have been stolen 1 '
1861. “ Shortly after this there was a robbery at Botany Road, at a boot store kept by a man named Riddle.
Constable Brennan saw three men in front of Riddle’s shop under rather suspicious circumstances, and he 
tried to get near them. When he got within about 60 yards of them they ran away ; he went after them, 
and eventually arrested them with the assistance of Special Constable Brewin.” What was the first intima
tion you had of the arrest of the men there? I was on my duty. The constable who had just left the box,
Edwards, was one of my relief, and Constable Brennan was also one of my relief. At 6 o’clock that 
morning there was parading at the station, Senior-Constable Bourke, Senior-Constable Harrison, and 5 
constables.
1862. Give their names? I forget. They are all in the margin there.
1863. Proctor? He was the Station Sergeant. He was to be had if necessary.

Hind ? Hind.
Kidd? Kidd. . ....
Archibald, Walker, Guilfoyle, and Vane ? They were all in the station waiting for duty if anything 

was required.
1867. This was at 6 in the morning? Yes, before 6. They generally arrive there about half-past 5. At 
6 o’clock all these men were paraded by the two senior-constables, and were in the station when Constable 
Brennan was supposed to have taken these three men in with Brewin. Every constable is supposed to 
know his own duty, as well as myself, by the rules. When all these men marched out on the street for 
duty, I paraded my relief then at the Redfern Post-office on the public street. I found them all present 
but Constable Brennan. I marched them in to the station. On arriving in the station I found Constable 
Brennan there in the charge-room with these three men. The station-hand was behind the desk.
1868. Do you remember who it was? Constable Kidd. And they were all standing there looking at one 
another. I dismissed my relief and some went away. Constable Bruce left the station, and Constable 
Edwards went out into the yard; and Special-constable Brewin, the night-watchman, was also in the yard.
Constable Brennan then said to me, “ When I was coming up the Botany Read, Senior, I saw these three men 
standing on the footparh.” He never mentioned what place, or any name, where they were standing ; but 
merely said that he saw them standing on the footpath. “ When they saw me coming they ran across the 
road to Chapple-lane.” Chapple-lane is just opposite. “ I ran after them and caught them, and asked them 
what was their game, or words to that effect.” One of them, Conlon, said, “We ran over here to ease 
ourselves.” I said, “ Did you see these men do anything when you first saw them ” ? He says “ No.” I 
said, “ Did you find anything wrong, any robbery, or anything broken into, or anything in the locality that 
you saw them”? He said, “No.” I said, “Did you find anything thrown about, or anything on them, 
when you chased them”? He said, “ No.” I said, “ What did you bring them to the station for, then”?
“Well,” he said, “ I thought it peculiar that they should run away when they saw me.” “ Well,” I said,
“ the only thing we can do by your information is to take down their names and addresses, as the constable

did

New clothing.

1864.
1865.
1866.
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^ did not supply any more information.” Constable Kidd, Constable Willson, and Constable Guthrie were 
W^KQuelch. ^^ere present. I said to one man named Murray, “ What’s your name ” 1 He said, “ William Murray.”

_ a _ ^ “Where do you live”? He gave an address in Pyrmont. He said, “Pyrmont is my proper home; but 
1 Nov., 1897. present I am staying at Mrs. Bayley’s restaurant.” His present address was entered down. The other 

gave his name as Harry Wilson, No. 9 Bunn-street, Ultimo. Then follow the reports entered by Constable 
Kidd, as given by Constable Brennan at the station. [Exhibit No. 14.] “ Brought to the station by
Constable Brennan at 6 a.m.”—. [/wterrtcyrfee?.]
1869. We do not want that again ? No.—“who found them in Chapple-lane, Alexandria, where they had 
run from Botany Road. They explained that they had been taken short, and ran into the lane to ease 
themselves. Allowed to go by Senior-constable Quelch.”
1870. Mr. Abigail.] What page is that ? Page 26. The report was entered and timed, “ 6 a.m., 25/5/97.”
1871. Mr. Bull.] Did Brennan, during any portion of the conversation, say anything with regard to his 
having brought these men to the station at the point of the revolver ? Not a word. I would have acted 
differently if he did.
1872. Did he say that he had used his revolver, or threatened them with it? Not a word.
1873. Did he say that in chasing them he had to throw off his cape so as the more easily to pursue them? 
Not a word.
1874. And these men were, as a fact, brought before the court, were they not? They were.
1875. The next day ? They were brought before the court on the 18th June.
1876. Brennan gave evidence against them ? He did.
1877. And you know, from my examination of Brennan, and the production of the depositions, that he said 
not one word from beginning to end in that deposition about bringing them to the station at the point of 
the revolver, or pursuing them, and throwing his cape away? Not a word.
1878. Did he, in the Station, challenge the men with having given different names then ? Not at all.
1879. To what they did upon the street to him? Not at all.
1880. Did he, in his deposition, give any such evidence? Not a word.
1881. Then, subsequently, I understand, these men were discharged by the Court? They were.
1882. Were they liberated from custody ? No.
1883. Meanwhile, I understand, some other robbery had been reported? Some other robbery had been- 
reported shortly after the Botany Road, and they were arrested on that charge at Newtown, and they were 
committed from Newtown; and the constable that had charge of that was Constable McAtamney. He 
declined to charge them on the information supplied by Brennan, and then, after that constable refusing, it 
was Constable Brennan charging.
1884. You are speaking still of the first case? Yes.
1885. McAtamney refused to charge them, and then Brennan charged them, and it resulted in their 
discharge ? Yes.
1886. And they were subsequently charged with some other robbery, and were committed for trial ? Yes.
1887. His Worship.] Was any one of these three men either of the two that were previously arrested ?
Not at all. » '
1888. Neither of those two men previously arrested was one of the three? Not at all.
1889. Mr. Bull.] Was any of these second men any one of those two men whom you had inspected in 
Young-street ? Absolutely different.
1890. His Worship.] I understood that they were the same two men.
1891. Mr. Abigail.] Yes; they gave the same name and address. They gave “Bunn-street” in each 
instance.
1892. Mr Bull.] However, you say that not one of those three men was either of the two men who were 
stopped by you in Young-street ? No.
1893. His Worship^] But you were able to personally identify them in both cases? I was.
1894. Mr Bull.] I will read on in this charge, “They gave their names and addresses, and ho took them 
up to the station where Quelch was. They gave different names and addresses to Quelch, and one of them 
gave the self-same name that one of the pigeon-stealers gave a few nights previously ” ? That is not correct.
1895. “ Notwithstanding that Quelch released these men. While these men were standing there in the 
presence of Quelch they actually had on their persons the stolen boots out of Riddle’s shop.” Riddle’s shop 
at that time had not been reported robbed ? No.
1896. Now this is the particular part. “ Is this true, “The arresting constable appealed to Quelch to wait 
until he went back to see if a robbery had been committed” ? No.

. 1897. “But he refused to do so because, as I think I will show, Quelch was in league with these men”?
No such report was ever made.
1898. And is there a scrap of truth in any such insinuation? No; the constable in his deposition swears 
that he never saw any property on the man.
1899. “ He refused to do so” ? That is utterly untrue.
1900 “Quelch was in league with these men, whom he twice saved from the clutches of the law.” You 
swear that they were not the same men ? Not at all. Different men altogether.
1901. His Worship.] And you had no previous knowledge of them? No. If the constable reported one 
iota of what he says here I should most decidedly have gone down myself.
1902. Mr. Abigail.] Of course we are always wiser after the event.
1903. Mr. Bull.] In any conversation that Brennan had with you at the station, or with anybody else 
whilst you were there, did he make any reference to the circumstance that he heard a grating sound or 
noise in the vicinity of where these men were ? He never uttered such a word.
1904. You say that is an afterthought by Brennan? It is an afterthought, and I am certain the constable 
in the Station would never let them go himself if ever such a word was used.
1905. You mean Kidd ? Yes.
1906. “ A couple of nights afterwards the same three men committed a burglary at Cohen’s jewellery shop, 
King-street, Newtown, or rather two of them did.” Yes, that is the case.
1907. Well, now, it is quite true that different reports were sent in to the Inspector-General of Police, or 
Superintendent, on some complaint made by Brennan ? It was.
1908. You heard me read on Friday a report of Superintendent Read’s ? I did.
1909. Dated May ? Yes. 1910.
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1 If that is 
“ I am quite

^ou ^emember that in that report, on the very last page of it, the Superintendent refers to the Senior- 
witbarawal by you of some statement which you make in contradiction ? Yes constable
i that,reP°rfc read t0 Brennan in your presence 1 It was, by Inspector Lawless. ' W.E. Quelch.
i m o y0U heard me read a nunute or short letter of Mr. Lawless’ appended to that 1 I did. ,
1913. On the recommendation of Mr. Read, did you, as a fact, withdraw ? I did. V'’ 18M7'
1914. And did you hear Mr. Lawless read what I asked Brennan-whether it was read in his presence—that 
note signed by Mr. Lawless 1 Mr. Lawless asked the pair of us whether we were both contented with the

Tr the SuPlerlntendent, as he had to report ha ving read the minute to us, and I said —. [Interrupted.']
1915. You were both together ? We were both present.
1916. Always? Always. '
1917. Whenever any matter arose with regard to these transactions or proceedings? I said
the wish of the Superintendent I ought to abide by the wish of the Superintendent.” I said,
satisfied for myself, as for Constable Brennan, he could answer for himself.
1918. And the matter in that way was withdrawn ? \Vilhdrawn.
1919. And it really wound up with the intimation or note of Inspector Lawless ? Yes.
1920. That is how the matter terminated? Yes.
1921. But it is a fact, is it not, that in that matter of complaint, your report, your statement of what took 
place was substantiated by several of the police officers ? Yes, Kidd, Willson, and Guthrie. In the second 
deposition of. the constable you will see where a question is asked by one of the prisoners of Constable 
Brennan—prisoner Conlon—and you will see his reply there as to the first deposition and the second depo
sition. Une of the prisoners himself noticed the discrepancy.
1922. You mean his attention was drawn by Conlon to the fact that he was swearing differently to what he 
had sworn in the other case ? Yes, and you will see Brennan’s reply.
1923. Conlon asked him this question [Exhibit No. 12]: “ Is that the same statement you gave before?”
that is the question by the prisoner Conlon. '

^ad relation to the evidence immediately preceding that which I will read \Exhibit No. 12\.
, ^ad the, sk?P window at 4T5 a.m., the window was then intact. I told the senior-constable

w at had happened ; I have since seen the window ; the lower corner of one of the panes was sufficiently 
broken to allow of the property being removed” ? Yes. .
Ye^5' lmmediately fol'ows this question by Conlon, “ Is that the same statement you gave before ?”

1926. Jfr. Abigail.] And what is Brennan’s reply?
1927. Mr. Bull.] “It is the same.” [Exhibit No. 12.] I have read this deposition, in the first case, right
through to Brennan ; your worship may take judicial notice or cognisance of the fact that there is no such 
statement or fact mentioned by Brennan m the first deposition; I will read it again if you like : he admits 
that he forgot to mention it. J !
1928.. Mr Abigail] Your Worship will also take judicial cognizance of this fact that everything a witness 
written 416 ^ 18 ^ alwayS takei1 down in depositions^ especially where they are written, and not type-

1929. Mr. Bull.] I do not think that assists my friend much in this matter, because the officer says he
forgot to mention it [To witness.] Now, I take it that you have a very general knowledge of these Rules 
and Regulations ? Yes. ° °
1930. And I see that, in addition to the Rules and Regulations contained in the book there are Special 
Regulations or Hints to Police engaged in Detecting Offenders, dated Sydney, October, 1895 ? That was 
issued by the Inspector-General, and served out to every officer of the Police.
1931. And in this matter, and in all matters which come under your notice as a Police officer you exercise
the best discretion you can ? . I do. J
1932. I notice there is one here which is not usually credited to the Police Department. “All suspected 
persons should be treated with consideration; any unnecessary or excessive violence to be carefully avoided.
i oq^ P^Slb;F ““Fn6??6 should be ,kePt in view'” Thafc is not generally credited to the Police Force.
Inoii t?' Perhaps that is why three suspected burglars were allowed to »o.
1934. H%s Worshijy.} It is a matter of discretion with the officer.
Ioq^ COuld n0fc P°ss.ibly be suspected of a burglary which had not taken place.
193b. Mr. Abigail] You. must not think that that is an isolated case. When you come to string together
coincidences6 c0lncldences you are drawn to tbe extremity of saying that this person is guilty of—remarkable

Worship.] Would you wish to see a man convicted merely on coincidences ?
1938. Mr. Abigail] No.
1939. Jfr. Bull] That is not my friend’s case. The gist, after all, of this charge, is not so much that 
Quelch was careless, but that Quelch was a companion of these men, that he shut his eyes to a burglary 
and because he knew these men were going to commit another burglary, in which he was to participate, he 
let them go—m fact the furniture m his house and his wife’s maintenance is said to be obtained from the 
same source.
1940. Mr. Abigail] Yle do not say ‘‘from the same source.” We say from “Myall House” and other places, 
and gettmg money that should be paid to the Government for compensating him for the destruction of police 
umtorm. He will be an acrobat if he can push through this cloud of suspicion.
1941. Mr. Bull (To witness).] In last September, did you give evidence at Wagga Wagga ? No : that is a
remark by Judge Cohen. oo * a.
1 o!o' e. any*hinS Biat you want now in addition to what I have just asked you ? No.
Vd^S. Mi\ Abigail] Take this pigeon-case. You say you accosted these two men—not three—in Young 
Lane ? iNo, at the corner of Young and Redfern Streets. ■ S
1944. And it was while you were engaged in conversation with them that the other constable, who was in 
pursuit ot them came up ? He came round Telopea-street corner.
1945. But you already had 'diem, and were conversing with them ? Yes.
1946. So that what passed between you and these two men before Bruce came up, of course, nobody had
any opportunity of knowing except the three of you ? No. y
1947. Thinking they were perfectly innocent? I did.

1948.
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Senior- 1948. And then, after letting them go, you proceeded up the street, and when you found the bag of 
constable pigeons you immediately gave instructions to Constable Bruce to go one way while you went the other, 

\V. E. Quelch. w^at object ? If it ]ai(j in my power to question them, and see if they would admit that they had

1 Nov., 189/. 1Q49. Waf, it not your object to arrest these men 1 No.'
1950. Why did you send Bruce one way and you go the other ? . To get the men. _
1951. When you had them in custody then you would put questions to them about this hag of pigeons 1 I 
would not have them in custody.
1952. That is, under detention 1 Yes. „ , , , . j
1953. It is a distinction without a difference. Then, when you allowed these men to go, prior to finding
these pigeons, you had some suspicion ? No. _ . . n ^ ,
1954. But immediately you found these pigeons you did have a suspicion? I did have a certain amount of
suspicion, it is true. ^ ± ^
1955. It was only a few days after that that these men were brought, as we say, to the station ? Yes.
1956. Havin'* had that suspicion in your mind about the pigeons, did it not strike you that those were the 
same'men, particularly as one of them had given the same name and address ? But he did not do anything 
of the sort.
1957. Did you have no suspicion that they were the same men? No. _
1958. Why did you go out of the station into the yard and interview Constable Bruce ? I did not go into
the yard. I called him back. ,
1959. Why did you, if you had no suspicion that they were identically the same persons, call Bruce back, 
and, on your own admission, take out the bag to him that had contained the pigeons ? Had not Constable
Bruce seen the bag before ? „ , ,, , , ,
1960. I am askin'* you this, if you had no suspicion that two of the three men who were brought m by
Brennan were identical with the two men whom you suspected with reference to the pigeon case, why did 
you interview Bruce at all—because Bruce was the man who knew about the pigeon case ? Most decidedly 
it was my duty to make a thorough investigation to see if I could in any way connect them before I let
1961. SIs it not a fact that you did suspect them ? I did not suspect either one of them of anything because
nothing was reported then. . „ , , . ,
1962. Why did you not call any other constable in? Because there was not any other constable present.
1963. Did you not say there were five or six constables there ? Not at all. I do not know what you are

’ 1964nS£foi Worship.] I do not know what you are driving at either. He naturally called Bruce because
Bruce knew the two men. ,, , , , ,
1965. Mr. Abigail.] He will not admit that. I want to make out that he knew they were the same, and 
he will not admit that ? Of course, they were not the same men, and Constable Bruce said so.
1966 Why did you think it necessary to call him at all? It was my duty to do it before 1 let them go. 
1967". Why did not you call Guthrie, Hind, Willson, and the others ? What was the good of calling those
men, when they had never seen the two previous men ? . . , . „
1968. Is not that what I am trying to draw out of you, the admission that you will never give me 1
1969. Mr. Bull.] My friend has no right to say that. , . , , •
1970. Mr. Abigail] My friend has no right to interfere. I ask your Worship to protect me from his
interference and objections. ,, ,
1971. Mr. Bull] I say, why did you not ask him straightforwardly that question instead ot getting it in a 
roundabout way ?
1972. His Worship.] He called Bruce, because Bruce was the man who had seen the other meu._ (lo 
witness) ■ Had you any idea that they might be the other men ? I had no idea. I simply called him in 
to see if he could identify them as being the only constable that saw those other two men. Naturally I 
called him to see if he could possibly identify them, and he said, “ No, nothing like them.”
1973. Mr. Abigail] I want you to give me a direct answer to my question. I have asked you this : When 
these three men came in you say you had no suspicion that two of the three had any identity with the two 
men in the pigeon case ? I was not there, in the station, when they came in.
1974. When you got them 1 I was not there when they came in. .
1975. When you called Bruce in—why did you, of all policemen in the world, call Bruce in? Because he 
was the only other officer that saw those two men, and it was my duty to see, if possible, if he could identify
them with the two men he saw on his beat. . ,
1976. Therefore, am I not justified in drawing this deduction from your evidence that, before you called 
Bruce in and what prompted you to call him in was the fact that you, in your own mind, had an idea that 
two of the three were identical with the pigeon stealers ? Not at all. It was my duty as senior officer there
to do all that lay in my power. . .
1977. And to see if two of those men were the two who had those pigeons i JNot at all. _
1978. His Worship.] Had you an idea that they might possibly be the other two men ? I had an idea that
they might be, but that was all. It was only an idea of my own. _
1979. Mr. Abigail] You say they were not in any way the same men, but I am going to show that you
thought they were. . , , , ,,1980? His Worship.] You called Bruce in order to be certain that they were not the same two men? Yes.
1981. Mr. Abigail] You did not know these men? No.
1982. They had tight clothes ? Yes.
1983. They did not appear to have anything on them ? No. ,
1984. Did you look to see ? Surely—. [Interrupted.]

' 1985 Never mind ? I said in the first instance —. [Interrupted.]
1986. I am not asking “ in the first instance.” I say, “ When Brennan brought these men did you search 
them to see if they had any property in their possession they could not account for ?” No.
1987. Did you give any instructions to search them? No.
1988. Is not that the usual custom when people are accused ? They were not accused.
1989. ' Why, when Constable Brennan asked you to send down and see if anything had occurred —. 
[Interrupted.] He did nothing of the sort. 1990.
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1990. You deny the major part of what Constable Brennan says he said to you at the station? I deny 
the whole of it.
1991. Constable Edwards is a constable who has been under your command ? Yes.
1992. And he is the constable who was working with you in these publican cases ? Yes.
1993. And you see he says that Constable Brennan did say these things to you 1 I think he is going by 
something that he has lead, because I should have called upon him for a report.
1994. You say the men did not give you different addresses? Most decidedly.
1995. Even you yourse.f to-day said they had ? No.
1996. In one case one cf the men said he lived at Pyrmont ? Yes.
1997. Conlon ? No, Murray.
1998. He said he lived at Pyrmont ? Yes. -
1999. And then afterwards he said he lived at Mrs. Bayley’s Restaurant? Yes.
2000. Surely that would arouse suspicion in your mind ? No. The man clearly explained it.
2001. That was a clear explanation ? Quite so.
2002. Do you still adhere to the statement in your report. Evidently the Superintendent allows language
like this to be used to him. In your report you say. [Exhibit No. 8.] “ The constable’s report is a tissue
of lies from begining to end ?” . Quite so.
2003. How can it be a “ tissue of lies ” when you yourself bear out a good deal of it ? Is it not a fact that 
the men were brought to the station ? Yes.
2004. And that you let ihem go ? Yes. .
2005. Is that a “ tissue of lies ”—do you still say it is “a tissue of lies,” notwithstanding the evidence you 
have heard from Constable Edwards ? I do say that it is a tissue of lies.
2006. So that not only is Bruce a liar, but it follows now from your report that Edwards is a liar also ?
Quite so. .
200/. Now, you do give some motive for the lie on the part of Brennan, but what motive has Edwards for 
telling a lie against you? I tell you my reason. I asked him at the time whether he heard any conversation 
in connection with these men. He said, “ No, senior. I heard that there was a conversation going on ; 
but I was out in the yard, and I did not hear it.” If he had said he heard it, I should have called upon 
him for a report the same as I did the others.
2008. So that, in your mind, is a sufficient reason for Constable Edwards telling a lie. Is not Edwards on 
perfectly good terms with you ? Most decidedly.
2009. Have you ever known him to do anything or say anything which would impress you with falsehood 
on his part ? The man has admitted to me that he spoke against me once. I can be no fairer than that.
2010. Prom your own observation of him, your own experience of him as his senior-constable, is he not-a 
witness of truth ? I believe he is, but I think he is mistaken in this case.
2011. You say he is telling a wilful lie ?
2012. Mr. Bull.] I think ne said that the witness was confused in this matter from something he has read ? 
If you recall the constable and ask him whether he did not ask me whether he was down in this case.
2013. Mr. Abigail.] Did you say that Senior-constables Burke and Harrison were standing by and not 
dealing with these persons'! They were all in the station.
2014. Were they dismissed ? They were returning out for duty.
2015. They were dismissed at the station for duty ? Yes.
2016. And you were coming in with your relief? Afterwards.
2017. Why, if it was their duty to deal with Brennan and his three prisoners, did you take upon yourself 
to do it ? It was Constable Brennan’s own duty.
2018. Why, if it was their duty to deal with Brennan and his three prisoners, did you take it upon yourself 
to do that ? What could I do with it when he reported it to me when I came to the station ?
2019. Why did not you report it to the senior-serjeant ? He was in bed. '
2020. In the Occurrence Book you have entered up the description of the alleged pigeon-stealers ? Yes.
2021. Why did not you also enter up the addresses they gave you ? I did not enter the Occurrence Book.
2022. You signed it, did you not? The Occurrence Book?
2023. Yes? No. _
2024. The Rough Occurrence Book ? No.
2025. The Rough Information Book ? Yes, I entered that.
2026. Why did not you then enter, not only the names, but the addresses which those men gave you ? I 
did.
202/. Will you turn it up and show me? Most decidedly. [Exhibit No. 18.] [Showed booh, 'page 251, to 
Mr. Abigail.] There is the full address.
2028. Well then, as you did enter the addresses, you see the second man, Wilkinson, gave his address as 
Pyrmont, and one of the three men in Brennan’s case, in Riddle’s case, also gave his address as Pyrmont. 
Did not that arouse your suspicion ? No. If he were to give the same address it would.
2029. You see, Page gave his address as Bunn-street? Yes.
2030. Did not one of these three men give his address as Bunn-street ? Yes; but not the same number.
2031. You see, there is Bunn-street in both cases, and Pyrmont in both cases? Pyrmont is a big place.
2032. Australia is a big place, too. Bunn-street is a peculiar name, is it not ? Yes.
2033. Did not the peculiarity arouse your inquisitiveness ? Not at all.
2034. Your curiosity ? Not at all.
2035. And did not arouse your suspicion? Not at all.
2036. And you are a senior-ccnstable in the police? Yes.
2037. You see, one of them gave his name as Harry Wilson, and one as William Wilkinson ? Yes.
2038. You see the similarity in the names ? But Wilkinson was not his name. •
2039. You found out that was a wrong name ? I found out that in the last case.
2040. What was his right name ? “ Burton ” was what he was tried on.
2041. As a matter of fact, ycu know that when they were charged on that Cohen case, in King-street, 
Newtown, it was found that they had Riddle’s boots on them ? No.
2042. Was it not found that they went to Liverpool-street, City, and sold some of the stuff? That was 
some time afterwards. I do not know what they did afterwards.
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Senior- 2043. Mr. Bull.} I may say I was under the impression that the boots those men wore were what were
W°]3Quelch s^en • The boots were stolen from a second-hand shop, and he values them at £3. Three pairs of ladies’

‘ ‘ IT ' boots and several pairs of boys’ boots, which would make a good sized bundle.
1 Nov. 1897. 2044- Mr. Abigail.} But they were sold the same morning* 1 do not know when they were sold.

’ 2045. Do you not know fairly well, and was it not freely and fully discussed amongst you and others at the
station that those boots, the proceeds of that robbery, were sold in Liverpool-street the same morning that 
you let those men go * I do not know. You will find in the first deposition of the constable where they 
were sold. There was no evidence that they were ever discovered.
2046. But you know it was discussed in the station that these things were sold in Liverpool-street ? A 
month afterwards.
2047. But on the morning that you let them go ? No.
2048. How could it be a month afterwards when they were arrested a few days afterwards ? Yes.
2049. They were arrested two or three days after you let them go, and they were never after released, and 
are still doing time in gaol, so how could they have sold these things a month afterwards ? I never said 
that.
2050. Mr. Bull.} He said a month after there was some discussion amongst the police about that ? They 
were brought before the court and discharged, and then no property was discovered.
2051. Mr. Abigail.} This minute of 4th June, which Mr. Lawless made out after seeing you and Brennan, 
and asking you if you were satisfied with the suggestion of Superintendent Read [Exhibit 8], was it ever 
shown to you ? The inspector’s minute was not shown to me, as far as I can recollect, but the intention of 
it was explained to us what would be on it.
2052. But it was never shown to you, was it 1 The Superintendent’s minute was read to the pair of us, and 
Inspector Lawless asked us whether we were satisfied as he would have to report to the Superintendent if 
we were satisfied, and that would be the contention of the minute he would have to send down.
2053. After Mr. Lawless wrote out his reply to the Superintendent’s minute, that was not shown to you. 
It would not be, would it, in the ordinary course of things ? I cannot recollect whether it was or not.
2054. Was it shown to Brennan in your presence * All documents in connection with the case were read 
to me and Brennan personally.
2055. After all those documents were read you were asked whether you were satisfied, and then Inspector 
Lawless sent all the papers back with his report on, but did not show you his report ? I cannot recollect it.
2056. He would not, in the ordinary course, would he 1 He might in some cases, where there was a pair 
of us, have read it to see if we were satisfied. -
2057. As Brennan has sworn that he did not read it, you will say, I suppose, that he did not ? I do not 
know about that.
2058. Did you know that your inspector sent this report in dated 3rd June, 1897 [Exhibit 8]? “In 
forwarding the attached reply of Constable Brennan, after his perusal of the several statements of Senior- 
constable Quelch and Constables Willson, Kidd, and Guthrie, I beg to state that I have read the depositions 
taken at the hearing of the case against these men. In them no mention is made of Brennan having heard 
a noise as of scratching or trying any window. Constable Brennan seems to be of a nervous temperament, 
and, being anxious to do his duty, ‘ never having had a case of this kind before,’ no doubt became excited, 
and neglected to tell the senior-constable the whole particulars, although he insists that he did.” Was 
this report of Inspector Lawless, of 3rd June, 1897, in which this occurs, shown to you ? He would swear 
it was. It may have been.
2059. Now, when these men were charged on Brennan’s information with this robbery at Riddle’s, why did 
not you, as senior-constable, you having had some of the facts before you, on your own admission, assist in 
the prosecution ? I knew nothing at all about them being charged.
2060. You knew the men had come there to the station with Brennan ? Not at all. I was not on duty 
when he charged them.
2061. Will you kindly listen to'me, and then you will not make these blundering mistakes? There is no 
mistake about it.
2062. When Brennan charged these men with the Riddle burglary, I ask you why you did not assist 
Brennan with the prosecution? You say you did not know these men were brought into the station by 
Brennan. Were not you in the station when Brennan brought these men in and wanted you to detain 
them ? When he did not want me to detain them. I went into the station and I found Constable Brennan

■ there, and he never requested me to detain them.
2063. You know that Brennan brought these men, and you had taken down the addresses ? Yes.
2064. Why did you not assist Brennan in the prosecution of that case, and give evidence of that fact ? I 
was quite willing if he called me.
2065. As senior-constable why did not you suggest it to him ? I did not suggest anything.
2066. Is it not your duty, if you have a piece of evidence which is material to the issue and is evidence of 
guilt, to either acquaint your Superintendent or to volunteer it yourself ? I knew no evidence of guilt to 
give.
2067. Was not this fact material, and did not you know it as a senior-constable, that, if a man comes into 
the station and gives two addresses to you within the space of five minutes of each other, that fact is 
material and ought to be given in evidence ? It came out in the evidence of the constable himself.
2068. Then I want to know this, too, about the withdrawal of this complaint which you say you made 
against Brennan’s complaint that it was sent on wilfully and maliciously ? I did most decidedly.
2069. And said it was a tissue of lies? Yes.
2070. And, notwithstanding that, you withdrew it ? On the suggestion of the Superintendent.
2071. Although you knew it to be a tissue of lies ? But it was not a tissue of lies that he brought them to 
the station ; but what he says be reported was a tissue of lies.
2072. You used those words in the sense that it was maliciously made to injure you? Yes.
2073. And notwithstanding that fact, instead of your probing it to the last extremity, and showing this 
man to be a liar, you agreed to withdraw it 2 At the suggestion of my Superintendent.
2074. His Worshijj.} They were both withdrawn.
2075. Mr. Abigail.} No ; there was an end of it.
2076. His Worship.} There must have been.
2077. Mr. Abigail.} Brennan’s was explained, not withdrawn.
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2078. His Worship.] It would be tantamount to withdrawing it.
2079. Mr. Abigail.] You withdrew yours; but Brennan did not withdraw his? I think the constable’s 
report here substantiates my action.
2080. But Brennan went right through until he got a decision 1 Yes.
2081. And he was asked was he satisfied with that decision? Yes.
2082. And was he satisfied with that decision 1 Yes.
2083. And were you satisfied with it, and did you withdraw your letter ? Yes.
2084. There was no withdrawal in Brennan’s case ? There was no need to withdraw it. I think I showed
very clearly the constable neglected his duty.
2085. Do you remember calling Constable Kidd and Constable Guthrie into the station to make reports ? 
It was the inspector did it.
2086. It was in the early hours of the morning, was it not ? It was, with two of them.
2087. How early was it 1 Three o’clock.
2088. Now, did not you bring them in and say to them, “Well, you are better here than out in the street; 
take your own time and write out your reports ” ? Not at all.
2089. And did not you see the reports as they were being written ? No.
2090. And did not you all have a chat about the addresses that these men gave ? Not at all. The books
were there. They went into the magistrates’ room and wrote out their reports while I was in the lock-up 
and out in the street.
2091. The reports were not. required until the next day? They gave them to the officer in the station, not me.
2092. There was no need to take them off duty to write out reports ? The constables were ordered off duty.
2093. You called them in ? The inspector gave orders.
2094. You called them in, did not you ? Yes, I did. .
2095. You say that Inspector Lawless, at 3 o’clock, ordered you to call them in? He ordered me before 
he went home.
2096. Will you swear that Inspector Lawless was there at all ? I will swear he is never there at 3 o’clock 
in the morning.
2097. I am asking did he that morning, at 3 o’clock, give you instructions ? He gave me orders before he 
went home at night.
2098. What time was that ? 12 o’clock.
2099. Why did not you call them in then ? Because it would be disobeying my inspector’s orders. He 
told me to bring them in in the early hours of the morning, when all was quiet.
2100. Why did you bring them in at 3 ? The constables were to go off duty then.
2101. Did not you bring them in when nobody was in the station so that the three of you could put your 
heads together and concoct a report ? No. There were the reserve constables in the station, and I was out 
in the street part of the time.
2102. Did not the inspector give these instructions, pure and simple, that they were to have their reports 
ready by 10 a.m. the following morning ? Not that I am aware of.

‘2103. Did he personally give the constables those instructions ? I do not know what he gave the constables.
2104. Did not you call them in at 3 a.m. because there were fewer constables about and you had less chance 
of being interfered with? There are never no constables in the station after 10 o’clock at night. There 
are only just the station hands there—just the constables passing in and out to report every hour and a half.
2105. You never called upon Night-watchman Brewin to make a report? Me ?
2106. Yes? What of?
2107. Of what -was said at the station? He was there ? He was in the yard ; he was not in the station.
2108. You heard him say he was at the station? He was not.
2109. Did you call upon him? Why should I call upon a civilian?
2110. Did you call upon him to report ? No, decidedly I did not.
2111. Have not you been interesting yourself in Brewin’s case ? Which case? _
2112. Have not you been going round to the people who employ Brewin and telling them observations,
yarns, imputing all sorts of guilty conduct on Brewin’s part ? I have not been going round to people. I
have done my duty as a police officer, and I have entered anything (that has happened) in the book, and 
other officers the same.
2113. Have not you in five or six instances told these people who employ Brewin that there was no need to 
employ a night-watchman at all, the police could do it ? Have you not said that ? I think the- police can 
do their duty.
2114. His Worship.] Have you or have you not ? No. I did speak to one gentleman, I will tell you.
2115. Mr. Abigail.] Who was the gentleman ? Mr. Thomas Flynn, the butcher.
2116. Do you say that Flynn gave Brewin a bad character? I did not say anything at all about a bad 
character.
2117. You insinuated that lie was a bad character ? I said I caught his employee robbing him, and Brewin 
was in his company.
2118. You told Flynn that? I did.
2119. Flynn holds Brewin in the highest esteem ? Flynn discharged him. He swears it here himself.
2120. Was it with that object? I do not know.
2121. Do you not know that Flynn holds him in the highest esteem ? I do not know what Flynn holds 
him in.
2122. Has he not told you that ? No.
2123. Has not Flynn told you this—. [Interrupted.] No.
2124. You see, you say “No” before the question is put to you. You have such a habit of negativing 
every question I put to you. He says Flynn told you that he disbelieved you when you told him that you 
caught Brewin with Flynn’s employee ? I never heard such a word in my life.
2125. Do you deliberately say that you did not know anything of these three men ? I do.
2126. Nor the two pigeon-stealers ? Not one of them.
2127. Never saw them before? Never saw them in my life before.
2128. I see you say it is a common thing to see people at that time running to keep themselves warm? 
Dunning to their employment.
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2129. This is your report [Exhibit No. 8 ] : “The men replied that they were going to the market, and were 
late, and were running to keep themselves warm, which is a frequent thing to see at this period of the year”? 
Yes, quite right.
2130. So that you mean to say that at that period of the year, 7th May, it is a frequent thing to see people 
at an early hour of the morning running to keep themselves warm, and that you, as a senior-constable, were 
satisfied with that explanation, that they were “ running to keep themselves warm ”21 see plenty of people 
from 4 right up to half-past 6 running along the main street, not lanes ; I never saw these people at all.
2131. Notin the lane ? No.
2132. You saw them at Telopea-street ? Yes.
2133. And you were satisfied with the explanation that they were running to keep themselves warm?
Most decidedly j you will see plenty of Mr. McMahon’s men running to keep warm. .
2134. Mr. Bull.] You heard me asking Brewin, and you heard his statement; was it a fact that in the
morning mentioned in the entry I read to him, you found an employee of Mr. Flynn’s leaving the place, 
Brewin being in his company, with a lot of goods in his possession belonging to Mr. Flynn? Yes. '
2135. And that entry which I have read is absolutely a true statement of what you saw, and what took 
place ? Yes.

Constable Archibald Kidd was called and sworn :—
2136. His Worship.] What is your name ? Archibald Kidd.

Archd. Kidd. 2137. What are you ? Constable.
2138. Stationed where? Redfern.

1 Nov., 1897. 2 1 39 Mr_ Bull^ How long ]iave you been in the Force? A little over eight years.

2140. And during all that time have you been stationed at Redfern ? Yes.
2141. Do you remember the 26th May last ? Yes. .
2142. Were you on duty at the Redfern Station at 6 that morning? I was.
2143. Do you remember Constable Brennan bringing three young men in there? Yes.
2144. Brennan made some statement with regard to where he had seen these three men ? Yes. .
2145. Did he, in any statement which he made in your presence, say that he had heard a grating noise over 
where he had seen these three young men run from ? No.
2146. Did he say that he had chased the three men and in running, pursuing them, throw off his cape so
as all the more easily or readily to pursue them ? No. _ _
2147. Did he say that he had used his revolver and had brought them to the Police Station at the point of
his revolver? No, he never mentioned his revolver. _
2148. Do you remember Senior-constable Quelch asking Brennan any questions ? Yes. .
2149. What, so far as you can remember, took place between Quelch and Brennan ? Senior-constable
Quelch asked them what they were doing. Before that Brennan had made a statement. He said, “ Senior, 
I saw these three men run up a lane off Botany Road, and I followed them up.” He said, “ I thought it 
was suspicious.” _
2150. That is, the circumstance of their running ? Yes—“ so I brought them to the station,” and then—,
[Interrupted.] ...
2151. Do you remember who, at that time, were in the station? The relief just going, off. There were 
four or five there.
2152. Constable Willson ? He was there.
2153. Guthrie? Yes.
2154. Bruce? Yes. _
2155. Do you remember the Senior-constable asking Brennan with regard to what observation he had made
before he brought them into the station ; I mean of the premises or place in the vicinity of where the men 
were, where he saw them run from ? I hardly understand the question. ...
2156. Do you remember Senior-constable Quelch asking Brennan if he had noticed anything suspicious in 
the vicinity of where he saw the men start from ? Yes, he asked him if he had seen them do anything and 
he said “No.”
2157. Do you remember his asking Brennan whether he had looked round where he saw them ? Yes.
2158. .What did he say to that? “Yes.” He said he had looked round.
2159. You made a report, did you not? You made your report, of course, from your recollection of what
had taken place ? Yes. •
2160. Who wrote the report for the Occurrence Book? I did.
2161. Did you take that down from the statements made by Brennan? Yes.
2162. His Worship.] At the time ? Yes. _ _ _ __
2163. Mr. Bull.] If he had made such a statement that he had heard a grating noise in the vicinity of the 
place where these men were before he saw them start to run, would that have escaped your observation ? 
Oh, not at all.
2164. If he had said that he had brought them to the station at the point of the revolver, and that he
had chased them and thrown away his cape, would that or any one of these things have escaped your 
attention ? No. _
2165. Did he say this at the station when the men gave their names ; in your presence did he rebuke any 

• one of them for giving different names to what they had given when in the street? No.
2166. Did he, as a fact, say to you or Quelch : “ These men are giving different names to what they gave
me in the street ”? No. _ _
2167. Did he, from first to last, say that he had asked the men their names? No ; he never mentioned it.
2168. He had simply seen them run, and chased them, and brought them to the station, because he thought 
that circumstance of their running was suspicious—is that so ? Yes.
2169. And you made this entry on page 26 [Exhibit No. 14] : “James Conlon, 111 Cooper-street, Waterloo; 
William Murray, Mrs. Bayley’s restaurant, Liverpool-street, City ; Harry Wilson, 9, Bunn-street, Ultimo. 
Brought to station by Constable Brennan at 6 a.m., 26th, who found them in Chapple-lane, Alexandria, 
where they had run from Botany Road; they explained that one of them had been taken short and run into 
the lane to ease himself. Allowed to go by S.-C. Quelch.” This is the entry you made? Yes. _
2170. Mr. Abigail.] You say you put down everything in the Rough Occurrence Book as it was said by
Brennan? No, not everything that was said. 2171.
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2171. You did not take down everything that was said? Supposing one of these men had given two 
addresses, would that have escaped your attention 1 No, they did not.
2172. Did not one man say he lived at Pyrmont ? There is the address in the book.
2173. And then did he not subsequently say he lived at Mrs. Bayley’s restaurant 1 No. He did not say 
that.

Constable 
Archd. Kidd.-

1 Nov., 1897

2171. You see how wrong you are; for others, Quelch included, admit that that was said, and you say it 
was not said ; so that you see something of importance did escape your attention ? I do not remember it.
2175. You will admit ohat is an important thing, where a man brought into the station by a constable gives 
two addresses ? You were making the entry in the Rough Occurrence Book, and you missed that most 
material and important fact 1 I would not notice it at the time.
2176. Sis Worship.He would naturally put down the correct address.
2177. Mr. Abigail.] He says he put all down? No, I did not.
2178. Now he says he did not.
2179. Sis Worship.] It is not an important matter? There was so little thought about it at the time.
2180. You put down the final address—the correct address? Yes.
2181. There might have been a conversation about the address? There might.
2182. He may have given another address first ? He may have.
2183. Mr. Abigail.] And I suppose that you will admit that there might have been other things said by 
Brennan to Quelch that you did not think important enough to take down ? There might have been things 
I did not consider of consequence.
2184. If Brennan had said that he brought them on the point of the revolver you would not have put it 
down ? I should not have put anything down. I would have called the officer in charge of the station.
2185. If Brennan had said that he threw his cape off you would not have put that down? No ; I would
have called the officer in charge. '
2186. Quelch was the officer in charge ? No.
2187. He was in charge? He was in charge of the relief.
2188. He was in charge so far as you were concerned ? No. He was in charge of the relief.
2189. You allowed him, and you had no option at all in the matter, I presume, to take upon himself the 
responsibility of hearing the complaint of Brennan, the men’s answer, and of discharging them ? Yes, as 
Brennan was in the relief of Senior-constable Quelch. I was not under Senior-constable Quelch.
2190. You had nothing to do with Brennan’s charge against these men ? I had a lot to do with it. If he 
had made any charge at all Senior-constable Shaw would have been called.
2191. What I want to know is, what right had Quelch to interfere ? As the senior officer over Brennan. 
If there had been any charge Senior-constable Quelch would not have had any say in the matter.
2192. He had to hear Brennan’s complaint, the men’s reply, and discharge the men? Yes.
2193. And you only took down what you esteemed to be important ? Just their names and addresses for 
future reference.
2194. If there had been a charge made out, a direct charge of burglary, for instance, you would have taken 
a full report of it ? No ; I would not.
2195. Who would? Senior-constable Shaw.
2196. So that, because there was not a direct charge, you only took down in the Rough Occurrence Book 
these few details ? The men’s names and addresses.
2197. That is all. And, when you say that Brennan did not say anything about a revolver or about 
throwing his cape oft, you are merely now simply testing your recollection of what was said? I am certain 
that if there had been anything like that said I would not have had anything to say in the matter, or Quelch 
either. My duty would have been to call Senior-constable Shaw.
2198. Edwards was there ? I think so.
2199. Edwards said that Brennan did say these things. Is it not possible that you might have been 
mistaken ? No.
2200. So that Edwards is wrong, and must be drawing upon his imagination ? Yes ; it might have been 
said after.
2201. It was said at the time the men were discharged ? No.
2202. Who called upon you ior a report in this case ? I think it was Inspector Lawless.
2203. Did not Quelch ask you off duty at 3 o’clock one morning ? I am not certain. I think it was Mr. 
Lawless. It was either Mr. Lawless or Senior-constable Shaw.
2204. Were you present when Guthrie made his report ? No.
2205. Willson? No.
2206. You were not in the station when they made their reports? No.
2207. Before you sent your report in you showed it to Quelch, did you not ? I am not certain. I do not 
think so.
2208. Would you swear you did not ? I do not think I showed it to him at all at any time.
2209. Will you swear you did not ? To the best of my knowledge I will swear I did not.
2210. You will not positively swear you did not? I do not believe I did.
2211. Sis Worship.] What report is that?
2212. Mr. Abigail.] The report he sent to the Superintendent on the matter [Exhibit No. 8.] (To witness.] 
Do you know whether Constable Guthrie or Constable Willson showed their reports to Quelch before they 
were sent in ? I do not know. I did not see any reports that were put in.
2213. Do you know Night-watchman Brewin ? Yes.
2214. You have known him some years ? Yes.
2215. He bears a good character, does he not? I have heard rumours about him.
2216. But for anything you know, does he not bear a good character ? So far as his private character goes, 
I think it is pretty fair.
2217. I suppose from your observation of Edwards he is a man of truth, is he not? He is not a man who 
is likely to tell a lie ? So far as I know.
2218. A man who ought to be believed ? Yes.
2219. And Brewin is a truthful man, is he not? I do not know.
2220. You know nothing against Brewin, do you ? Not personally.
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Constable 2221. You will admit that in Redfern Station the police have taken sides in this matter against Quelch, 
Archd. Kidd. some f0r and some against ? Not that I am aware of.

^ 2222. Do you really seriously say that, that you in the station do not know that the constables have taken 
1 Nov., 1897. sj(jeg jn the Redfern Division ? No ; I do not. I believe they are saying the truth as far as they know.

2223. Do you not know there are sides taken 1 There is a bad feeling.
2224. Against Quelch ? Certainly.
2225. He is not a popular officer there ? No. •

* 2226. Mr. I object to that. The complaint is not that he is not popular in the Police Force.
2227. Where were you at the time that you were sent for or asked to make this report [Exhibit No. 8] ? 
Were you on duty or off duty % On duty.
2228. Where were you ? In the station. _
2229. Were you influenced in any sense or way in your report by anything that Quelch said to you 1 No.
2230. And speaking of Edwards, insinuating nothing against him, do you remember whether he was in the 
station or outside, out in the yard ; what is your recollection 1 I did not take that much notice ; but there 
were three or four there. I am certain of Constable Bruce. He came in at the time. I took particular 
notice of him,
2231. And speaking of the man Brewin, you know that he has made reports from time to time at the 
Police Station of something which he had alleged he had seen 1 Yes.
2232. Do you know that those things have been investigated by different officers of the police after
wards 1 Yes.
2233. Do you remember one complaint, or report, of his with regard to Marshall’s chemist shop 1 I do not
remember it. _
2234. Have you never seen a report in this Observation Book [Exhibit No. 17] : “Found open, by Brewin,
the shop side door of Marshall’s, Chemist, 97, Regent-street, at 3-50 a.m., 16/3/94. No person resides on 
the premises ; everything appeared correct. Quelch.” .
2235. Mr. Abigail.} He says he knows nothing about it? Ido not remember it.
2236. Mr. Bull.} Have you never seen this entry in the Observation Book ? How long ago is it ?
2237. You know nothing of it ? I do not remember it. No doubt, if it was in the Rough Book I should
have seen it. ■
2238. You have heard rumours in regard to this man ? Yes.
2239. They are to his discredit ? Yes.
2240. Mr. Abigail.} I object.
2241. His Worship.} I did not object to its being said that Quelch was an unpopular officer.
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Constable Charles Willson was called, and sworn :—
His Worship.} What is your name ? Charles Wilson.
Mr. Bull.} What grade of officer are you ? Second-class constable.
Stationed at Redfern 1 Yes.
How long have you been there ? Eleven years, about.
You know Constable Brennan ? Yes.
Do you remember the 26th May last, when he brought three men to the station at Redfern ? Yes. 
Had you been on duty that night ? Yes.
When were you going off? Six o’clock in the morning.
Then you would be relieved at 6 ? Yes.
Do you remember whether Brennan and the men were at the station when you arrived there ? Yes, 

they were.
2252. Were you inside when Brennan made his statement with regard to them? Yes, I was in the Charge 
Room.
2253. Do you remember Constable Kidd being there ? Yes.
2254. From memory, could you tell us what Brennan said with regard to them ? I know the senior- 
constable asked him what he had got the men there for.
2255. What did Brennan say ? He said he saw them in the Botany Road, and when they saw him they 
ran away.
2256. Did Brennan say what he did, whether he followed them, or what ? He said he ran after them into 
Chapple-lane.
2257. Did he say anything, repeat anything that they said, or any reply that they gave to any questions 
that he asked them as to what they were doing there ? He said he asked one of them what they were 
doing, and he replied that he had only come there to ease himself.
2258. That is, into Chappie Lane? That is, into Chapple-lane.
2259. Did you hear Senior-constable Quelch ask him other questions with regard to what he had seen ? I 
think the senior-constable asked him what they were doing, and asked him if he saw anything wrong. He 
said, “ Did you notice anything wrong about there ” ? and Brennan replied, “ No.”
2260. The senior-constable’s question to him was whether he had seen anything wrong about there 1 
Whether he had noticed anything amiss or wrong ; I could not exactly state the words.
2261. What did the question refer to ? I suppose to whether they had been stealing anything.
2262. What was the answer to that 1 He said not so far as he could see. I believe that was his answer 
to it.
2263. Do you remember whether he gave any answer that he thought it suspicious they should run away 
and he brought them up to the station ? In the first place he said, “ I thought it strange that they ran 
away on seeing me.”
2264. Now, did you see Kidd write down in the Information Book ? Yes.
2265. You were then in the lock-up, in the Charge Room ? Yes.
2266. Did Brennan, during the whole time that he was there in Quelch’s presence, tell Quelch, or say to 
anybody there that he had heard a grating sound in the vicinity of where these men started to run from ? 
I did not hear him say so.
2267. Could he have said it without you hearing him ? He might have done so.
2268. You did not hear him ? No.
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2269. Did you hear him say that in pursuing them he had to dispossess himself of his cape so as to all the Constable
more easily chase them ? 1 did not hear him say it. Chas. Wilson.
2270. Did he say that he had brought them to the Police Station on the point of his revolver, meaning , A 71'
that he had to take out his revolver t I did not hear anything of that. JNov■, 1897'
2271. Supposing all these statements had been made, supposing he had said he heard a grating noise, 
insinuating, of course, that some premises in the vicinity of where the men had started from had possibly 
been interfered with, that, he had chased the men and got rid of his cape to pursue them the more easily ; 
and brought them to the station at the point of the revolver, what would you have done had you been the- 
officer in charge 1 I should have detained them.
2272. Was anybody sent fori No, not to my knowledge.
2273. Was there anything said in your presence so far as you could see to justify the detention of these 
men 1 Only one thing. One of the men gave two addresses.
2274:. Tell us what that was? One of the men gave two addresses. I think it was Brougham-street.
2275. Perhaps it was Bunn-street? Yes. They gave their addresses, and I asked one of them afterwards 
his address, and he gave a different address. He gave the address “Mrs. Bayley’s restaurant, Liverpool- 
street.”
2276. Do you remember Murray giving his address as Bunn-street, Pyrmont, or Ultimo, and then saying 
that at that time he was not living there ; he was living at Mrs. Bayley’s, but Bunn-street was his home 
when he was there ? Yes, that was in answer to Mr. Quelch.
2277. Did Quelch ask Brennan a question as to whether he had seen the men carrying anything? Yes, he 
did.
2278. And whether everything, so far as he could see, was all right in the locality where the men had 
started from ? Yes.
2279. What was Brennan’s reply to that ? As far as he could see. It was all right so far as Brennan 
could see.
2280. You mean everything was all right so far as he could see ? Yes.
2281. Do you remember Quelch making any remark with regard to the altered address which Murray gave?
I called the senior-constable’s attention to the two addresses, and Quelch asked him how it was he gave two 
different addresses, and then he explained by saying that his proper home was Ultimo, but that he was 
staying at Mrs. Bayley’s restaurant. '
2282. You made a report 1 I had to write a report.
2283. Was that report me.de at the instance or at the dictation, or any coercion of Quelch ? Mr. Lawless 
asked me to make a report,.
2284. Having made it, wa.s that in any sense or way influenced by Quelch ? No.
2285. Was it either dictated to you, or were you coerced in any way to make a statement ? No.
2286. You made a report dated 29th May. [Exhibit No. 8.] Do you remember saying this in the last part 
of it 1 “The senior-constable asked them where they lived again. Conlon and Wilson gave the same address, 
but Murray gave another address, that of Mrs. Bayley’s restaurant, Liverpool-street. The senior-constable 
then said, ‘ That is not ths address you gave just now.’ Murray explained that he was only staying at 
Bayley’s, but Bunn-street was his home.” That is what you are referring to all along ? Yes.
2287. Mr. Abigail.] If you had been the officer in charge you would not have been satisfied with the 
explanation given by this man in the attempt to explain away the fact that he had given a different address 
when first asked; you would have gone to see for yourself ? I should.
2288. And so would most constables I presume ? Yes.
2289. Do you remember when Quelch asked Brennan had he seen anything amiss or anything gone wrong,
Brennan’s suggesting that the men should be detained whilst somebody was told off to go along Botany 
Road to see if anything was wrong ? I do not recollect his saying anything. He might have done so, 
because I was in conversation with the prisoners a good deal. I knew one of them.
2290. Was he a bad character, the one that you knew? Yes.
2291. Did you tell Quelch that ? No. I did not say anything about that.
2292. Why did not you ? Because I had left the station then. I did not think I had any business to 
interfere.
2293. Did you know that Quelch knew him ? I think the senior-constable knew him. I think he knew 
Conlon.
2294. What has been the nature of his convictions ? He was up once for rioting some years back.
2295. Can you remember anything else? I think he has been up for small offences.
2296. He is the associate of thieves, is he not ? Oh, yes.
2297. And that fact is generally known at the Redfern Police Station, is it not? Well, I believe so, by
myself and the old constables. .
2298. How old is Conlon ? I think he is about three or four, or four or five and twenty.
2299. Well, a man who has been in the Police Force these ten or eleven years should know the character of 
this man ? Yes, but I had not seen him myself for some two or three years.
2300. If you had been taking down in the Occurrence Book what these men had said would you not have 
made a special note of the fact that one of the men upon being asked, had given two different addresses ?
Would you not have noted that as an important fact ? I do not know whether I should or not.
2301. It is not usual, is it, to enter in the Rough Occurrence Book all that takes place unless a person is 
detained on arrest—held in custody ? Oh, no.
2302. Where people are brought to the station, and asked certain questions, and reply, and are allowed to 
go, the merest note is taken of the occurrence ? Yes.
2303. The officer in charge never goes into details, and never puts into the Rough Occurrence Book all that 
the constable says he saw and all that the prisoners say ? Oh, no.
2304. By the by, when you made that report out, do you remember what time in the morning it was ?
About half-past 3, I think.
2305. Why did you choose that time in order to make a report out ? Well, I was some distance from the
station. ,
2306. At any rate, you got there, you know, about half-past 3 ? Yes.
2307. Who asked you to cotue in ? The senior-constable told me I had better go in to make the report out.
2308. When you got there you saw Guthrie there making his out? No; he came in after me. 2309.
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And then the two of you made out your reports at the same time in the magistrates’ room ? Yes. 
When you made them out, what did you do with them 1 I folded mine up.
And gave it to Quelch ? No; I handed it in at the station.
Where was Quelch when you made these reports out 2 I could not say.
Did not you show it to him 2 No, I do not think so; I do not recollect it.
I want you to recollect this : Did you not, and did not Guthrie, after you finished your reports, 

compare them 2 No.
’ 2315. And then show them to Quelch 2 No, we did not.
2316. You did not compare the reports? No.
2317. And nobody suggested anything to you in connection with the reports? The only thing that passed 
between him and me—he is a young hand in the police—he asked me how to start his report.
2318. Did you keep it up from start to finish 2 No ; I did not.
2319. You will see at the end of his report it says, “ and they were allowed to go.” And the end of yours 
is, “and they were allowed to depart.” Now, will you be surprised to hear that the two reports exactly 
correspond, with the exception of a change in a word here and there, “ go ” and “ depart,” “ he said” and “ it 
■was said” 2 I did not see his report, and he did not see mine.
2320. And yet you say, although you assisted him to start his report, you had no other hand in it 2 No, I 
did not.
2321. Now, you see your report says “That on the morning of the 26th instant, when going off duty at 6 
a.m., he saw three men,” and his report says, “That on the morning of the 26th instant, when going off 
duty at 6 a.m., he saw three men.” You see it is word for word 2 Yes.
2322. “ He heard Senior-constable Quelch ask Constable Brennan,” and “ He heard Senior-constable 
Quelch ask Constable Brennan.” You see, exactly the same words 2 Yes.
2323. “What they were up to,” and “what they had been up to.” Then Guthrie’s report says, “ Constable 
Brennan replied that I saw them in the Botany Road, and when they saw me they ran up Chapple-lane,” 
and your report says, “ Constable Brennan replied I saw them in the Botany Road, and when they saw me 
they ran away up Chapple-lane,” and that peculiar correspondence in the reports you see goes right through. 
Now, will you, upon that being pointed out to you, undertake to swear that you and Guthrie did not compile 
these reports so that you would get your facts to correspond particularly 2 Now, is not that a fact 2 I tell 
you once again Guthrie never saw my report.
2324. Now, did you tell him how to do his? I told him how to do his.
2325. And you read from yours, telling him what was in yours, so that he could copy it down and put it 
in his 2 No, I did not.
2326. Now, is not one a copy of the other 2 It is something like it.
2327. It is the exact, self-same choice of language, and you want to say that the peculiar particularity in 
the choice of language is a mere matter of coincidence? Well, Guthrie was in the station the same as I, 
and he heard word for word the same as I what was said.
2328. And, from the mere fact that he and you were sitting in the same room on the same work, you want 
us to infer that it is merely accidental that in his report the same words and the same phrases are used as 
you used in yours 2 I tell you what we did do—before we wrote the report out we talked it over.
2329. Ilis Worship.] And wrote a draft 2 Yes.
2330. Mr. Abigail!] So that you will admit that it was talked over first? Yes.
2331. Now did not Quelch come in and talk it over too? No, he did not.
2332. Was not he in there at all 2 He came in and looked at us once, and asked us, “ How much longer are 
you going to be, Willson 2 ” I said I had finished my report and young Guthrie had not quite finished his.
2333. But did not he ask Guthrie how long he was going to be 2 No ; he spoke to me.
2334. His Worship.] Guthrie was a new hand and did not understand that sort of thing 2 No.
2335. That explains the whole thing. I can understand their making out a draft, and the young man,
being inexperienced, copying it.
2336. Mr. Abigail.] And Quelch inspected it 2 Inspected what?
2337. Inspected your report, told you what was wanted 2 No, he did not.
2338. Did not he give you a hint of what would be serviceable to him 2 He did not.
2339. And what ought to be put in the report 2 No, he did not.
2340. Did not Quelch tell you what was in his report? No, he did not.
2341. And did he not suggest to you what ought to be in yours to corroborate his? He did not.
2342. Did you have the Rough Occurrence Book to read 2 I looked in the Occurrence Book.
2343. Who brought it to you 2 I took it out of the rack.
2344. Did you show it to Guthrie 2 No, I did not.
2345. Did not you ask Quelch what address these men had given. Did not you say, “ I forget the address, 
what addresses did they give ” 2 No, I did not.
2346. Where did you leave your reports 2 Left them at the station.
2347. Whom did you give them to or where did you put them 2 I think they were put in the desk.
2348. Who was there 2 Constable Kidd.
2349. And who else 2 I do not think there was anyone else there.
2350. Was not Quelch there? That question I could not answer. I am not sure.
2351. He came in and asked you to hurry,up and you said you were finished? Yes.
2352. Did you happen to know that Quelch had made his report out before or after yours 2 I did not know.
2353. You were not told 2 No.
2354. Did not you know that Quelch had made out his report on the 28th, a few minutes before midnight, 
and were you not called in at 3 o’clock in the morning of the 29th, and did not you hand your reports to 
Quelch 2 No ; I did not know up till now that he had made a report out.
2355. Surely you do not expect me to believe that 2 I did not.
2356. Although this was a complaint against him personally for misconduct or some dereliction of duty, you 
did not know 2 I did not know what it was, I was simply asked by Mr. Lawless to make out a report of 
what I had heard take place in the station on the morning of the 26th.
3357. Mr. Abigail.] What time did you go off duty on the 29th 2 Six o’clock.
2358. While you were making your report out you were not on duty 2 No.

54 EOYAL COMMISSION—SENIOR-CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.

Constable 2309. 
Chas. Wilson. 2310

2311.1 Nov., 1897. 23|2
2313.
2414.

2359.



191

EOYAL COMMISSION—SENIOR-CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. ■55

2359. .Did not Quelch say, “ Come on inside. It is far better to be making out reports than on duty in the Constable
streets?” No; he did not. Chas. Wilson.
2360. Mr. Bull.\ There is nothing, is there, in the insinuation that these reports of yours and Guthrie’s. tT' "A IT'
were doctored, or in any sense or way influenced by Quelch ? Not the slightest. While I was making my •• •*
report out I only saw the senior-constable once, and we were a long time over it.
2361. Do you not know that Quelch himself was on duty in the streets on that morning up till 6 ? I believe
so. I am not quite sure. "
2362. Did you ever tell anybody that Quelch had influenced you in this report of yours ? No, I did not.
2363. Did you ever give anybody the slightest suspicion or say anything to lead anybody to the slightest 
suspicion that anything of the sort had taken place founding this long and fishing examination of my friend’s ?
No, never, to my knowledge. I jus i simply stated what took place in the station. '
2364. ' Mr. Abigail.] I am out for mackerel. That is only a sprat.
2365. Mr. Bull.] Is there any doubt in your mind that these two reports, yours and Guthrie’s, were, so far 
as you know, absolutely independent of Quelch in every respect ? In every respect.
2366. Guthrie was a young officer who had never made a report before, any assistance you gave him was 
simply instruction as to the form of the report ? That is it.
2267. Nothing approaching such a thing as Mr. Abigail has insinuated about, that Quelch wanted you to 
make a report which would be serviceable to him ? No. In fact at the time the report was made out I 
did not know what it was for.
2368. You were simply asked to make a report of what you recollected had taken place in the Police
Station ? Yes. '
2369. Mr. Abigail.] But you know it is common talk in the station at Redfern that these reports were 
inspected by Quelch, and that you and Guthrie were influenced by Quelch to make them out as you did.
2370. Mr. Bull.] Did you hear that from anybody? No, I did not.
2371. Mr. Abigail.] And that is common talk in the station ? No.
2372. Did you hear anybody mention it at all ? No.
2373. Mr. Bull.] Would any police officer there insinuate that to you ? I should put him on paper if he did.
2374. You would make a report to j our superior officer ? Yes.
2375. Mr. Abigail.] There is a great deal of friction at the station ? Yes.
2376. A good deal of illfeeling, too ? Not amongst the men, I do not think there is.
2377. Is not there, even amongst the serjeants, a lot of ill-feeling against the inspector because he prefers 
Quelch and that gentlemanly officer, Dukes, to do duty which the serjeants ought to do, and is not there the 
utmost friction over that ? Of course, I do not know what the serjeants feel like.
2378. But you know there is ? I know there is a good deal of illfeeling towards Quelch.
2379. Is not he looked upon as “ Mr. Lawless’pet” there; is not that the exact phrase used ? I never 
heard that phrase used.
2380. Mr. Bull.] There is nothing in the nature of disorganisation there, is there ? Not the slightest.
2381. There is absolute discipline ? There is.
2382. Some of them are fairly jealous of Quelch ? I could not say.
2383. Mr. Abigail.] I pity them if they are.
2384. His Worship.] There must be a certain amount of ill-feeling or these charges would never haye been 
preferred.

Senior-constable William Edward Quelch was recalled :
2385. Mr. Bull.] With regard to these reports \Exhihit No. 8], is there any truth in the world in this 
assumption by Mr. Abigail that you conjured or inspired these reports of Willson and Guthrie ? Not 
at all. The first time I had the pleasure of reading their reports was just now, at that table.
2386. This was the first time that jou ever had the opportunity of seeing either Guthrie’s or Willson’s 
reports ? Yes, and they never saw mine.
2387. It is not true, as insinuated bjr Mr. Abigail, that you had written yours out at midnight?
2388. Mr. Abigail.] I object to the form of the question; “ asked by ” me, not “ insinuated by ” me.
2389. Mr. Bull.] I put it that way. It must be an insinuation. There is no evidence to support it. Is
there any truth in the question of Mr. Abigail that you had made out your report at 12 o’clock, and that 
•these men had a knowledge of it ? Not at all. They never saw it.
2390. Now, I have another thing to ask you. Have you not a number of certificates ? Just take them in 
your hand, will you ?
2391. Mr. Abigail.] If these certificates are put in, I tell my friend now, it will necessitate my calling, from
special instructions I have got about some of them, a great many witnesses to explain why these things
were given, and their opinion of the man since. '
2392. His Worship.] I cannot take opinions. I can only take facts. Documents of that sort are facts 
unless you can prove they are forgeries. The opinions of the people have nothing to do with this inquiry.
2393. Mr. Abigail.] I submit that this is not evidence.
2394. Mr. Bull.] Surely it is as much evidence as asking the different witnesses here with regard to the 
disorganisation, and the insinuations and dislike to Quelch. My friend has laid the foundation for this.
2395. Mr. Abigail.] I asked for his character as a police officer.
2396. Mr. Bull.] And this is as regards his character as a police officer; is that not so ? As a police officer 
for the last ten years, and as a private citizen.
2397. Mr. Abigail.] Your Worship sees ; if he goes round there begging of a lot of people—. \InterruntedA
2398. Mr. Bull.] I object to this.
2399. His Worship.] I do not think any of these are admissible.
2400. Mr. Bull.] I have not attempted to put them in.
2401. His Worship.] I believe he has been in the Royal Navy. Let him put his discharges in, and any 
police reports.
2402. Mr. Bull.] Your Worship is either anticipating me or mistaking me. I was not going to put any 
of these in. (To witness) : You have, have you not, characters there from all classes and grades of people? 
Yes.
2403. Certificates in writing ? Yes.
2404. Unasked, unsought? Yes. 2405.
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Senior- 2405. Whicli you are'willing the Commissioner may see if he chooses 1 Yes; or to call any one as a witness 
constS'l)!© lo subsiststici>t6 it

W.E.Quelch. ^ Abigail] You say they are unasked ? Some of them are marked “ unsolicited.”
1 Not1S97. 2407. Do you mean to say that you have not asked for them ? I have interviewed people as to whether 

’ they have not known me.
2408. And they have sent in these things at your request 1 Yes.
2409. Why do you say “ unsolicited and unasked ” 1 Some of them are not. Those are the people who 
have known me, and with whom I have done business all the time.
2410. Have you got one from Riddle? What do I want to go to his place for 1
2411. Have you got one from Pogson ? No. No doubt he would come here to give you what he knows of me.
2412. You see how general your solicitation has been. Have you got one from the Director of Public 
Charities ? No.
2413. And “ Myall House” is on your beat? No ; it is in the district.
2414. It is near where you live ? No. .
2415. You have not got one from Inspector-General Fosbery, have you? I cannot get that until I leave.

\_At 1 f.m. the Commission adjourned for luncheon.]

56 KOYAL COMMISSION—SENIOB-CONSTABLE \V. E. QUELCH—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.

On resuming after luncheon,— ‘
2416. Mr. Abigail.] This morning your Worship announced that at the conclusion of the evidence you would
not allow speeches from either side. I am bound to say now that you deprive me of a good deal that would 
tend to strengthen my case. .
2417. His Worship.] It is my function to hear the evidence, and to give my opinion upon it. That is all. 
I do not want the opinion of any one else, one way or the other. You have plenty of opportunities of 
giving your views while the case is going on. I will hear no addresses when it is over. A ou may say what 
you like in the meantime.

Senior-constable William Edward Quelch was recalled :—
2418. Mr. Bull.] Do you know Mr. Dacey, the gentleman sitting by the side of Mr. Abigail, here? Yes.
2419. How long have you known him ? Several years now. _ _ _
2420. I suppose you know him, not only in his parliamentary capacity as member for Botany, but in his private 
capacity ? Where I knew him was in his capacity as a member of the borough council of Alexandria.
2421. Do you know him to distinguish him from anybody else ? Yes.
2422. So that when he says he does not know you from a crow—. ^Interrupted]^. He has addressed me 
and shaken me by the hand on election day.
2423. Was that a municipal election ? Yes.
2424. There is no doubt Mr. Dacey knew you well ? Yes.
2425. Called you by name ? Yes.
2426. Knew you in your police capacity ? Yes. _
2427. In what capacity did you know Mr. Dacey ? As wheelwright and blacksmith on the Botany Road,
Alexandria. _
2428. And as an alderman ? Yes, of the same borough in which he resides. .
2429. How long do you think that knowledge has existed ? I have known him myself now for the last
eight or nine years. _ _
2430. And I suppose when you would meet the conventionalities of ordinary life would pass every day ? 
Yes ; the same as the other aldermen of the borough.
2431. The same as you would with anybody you knew as well? Yes.
2432. Mr. Abigail!] Did your duty ever lead you into Botany ? Yes. _
2433. You were never on any Botany beat ? No; Mr. Dacey’s place is in Alexandria.
2434. You know that Mr. Dacey has publicly stated that he does not know you, and does not want to? I
have read it. _
2435. I suppose you will admit that he is well known to the police ? Every other alderman in the whole
of the four boroughs is known to the police as well as Mr. Dacey is. _
2436. You have not put in the books to show what your knowledge of Mr. Dacey is. You say nothing 
against him ? I do not insinuate anything against him. I say that he knew me.
2437. How many years is it ago since he shook you by the hand and bade you “ Good day " ? The last 
time he contested one of the wards of Alexandria.
2438. How long ago is that ? Three years ago.
2439. So you think you are a sufficiently distinguished identity for him to remember you ? I have no doubt
about that. _
2440. Mr. Bull] Mr. Dacey is a man in business, as my old father was before me, as a blacksmith ? Yes.
2441. And in that capacity, and in that line of business, you knew him ? Yes, the same as he is in to-day;
in fact Mr. Dacey resides in the Botany district as a wheelwright now. _
2442. Mr. Abigail.] It is fortunate that Mr. Dacey is a wheelwright, not a burglar, not a thief, and not a 
perjurer.
2443. Mr. Bull.] I must draw your Worship’s attention to what my friend says.
2444. His Worship.] It is a very improper thing to say. It shows your venom in the matter.
2445. Mr. Abigail.] Why ? _ _
2446. His Warship.] I know what you refer to. You refer to Mr. Quelch being a burglar and a thief.
2447. Mr. Abigail!] Nothing of the kind. I had not Quelch in my mind’s eye. I say so seriously as a 
gentleman.
2448. Mr. Bull.] I am very sorry for my friend’s statements.
2449. Mr. Abigail.] If you fit them to your client, I present you with them. Certainly, in all candour, 
that is my opinion of him.
2450. Mr. Bull] I draw your Worship’s attention to that. We have it from him that, in all candour, that 
is his opinion of him.
2451. His Worship.] I want facts, not opinions.

Constable
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Yes, I do.
I got there just when

Consta.ble Samuel Brown Guthrie was called and sworn:—■
2452. Ilis IForsAip.] What is your name % Samuel Brown Guthrie.
2453. You are a constable of police ? I am.
2454. Stationed where! At Redfern.
2455. Mr. Wha’t grade of police officer are you ? Probationer.
2456. And how long may you have been under probation ? Since last November.
2457. This very day twelve months? Yes.
2458. You know Constable Brennan ? I do.
2459. Do you remember in May last his bringing three men to the police station ?
2460. Were you in the Police Station at the time that Brennan had his men there? 
he brought them in.
2461. Were you one of the relief which the senior-constable had charge of? I was.
2462. And you were really being relieved at 6 o’clock 1 Yes.
2463. Did you hear the statement made by Brennan with regard to the three men he brought there ? I do 
not know what statement he made. I never heard him make any statement.
2464. You saw him in the station with the three men that he brought in ? Yes.
2465. You made a report afterwards, did you not, of the circumstances in writing? I did.
2466. Of what had come under your observation, what you had heard and what you had seen? Yes.
2467. Will you tell me this, what was said, if anything, by Senior-constable Quelch to Brennan, appertaining- 
to the men in relation to any charge which he was about to make or had made. What did Quelch ask 
Brennan? He asked Brennan what the three men had done, or what they were up to, or somethinsr to 
that effect.
2468. Do you remember Brennan’s reply to that ? Yes. He said the three men were in the Botany Road, 
near Riddle’s shop, and they ran away, and he pursued them and caught them in Chapple-lane.
2469. Do you remember Brennan’s: making mention of his having spoken to one of them and the answer 
given by one of the men ? He asked what he ran away for, and he made a remark that he was short-taken, 
or something of that sort.
2470. He had gone into the lane to ease himself ? Yes, in the lane.
2471. After that conversation do you remember the Senior-constable asking Brennan what he had seen at
the time he saw them first, at the lime they started to run ? No. I could not tell you. It is so long I 
forget it now. 1

Constable 
S. B. Guthrie.

1 Nov-, 1897.

Yes.2472. I see your report is dated 29th May. That would be within some three days of the time ?
2473. Let me ask you have you any recollection of Brennan’s having said anything regarding the circum
stances which attracted his attention. I do not want to mislead you in any way. Do you remember did 
Brennan relate any circumstance, anything which he saw or heard which attracted his attention before the 
men ran away ? No. The only thing that attracted his attention was the men running away. That is all 
I heard.
2474. Did he say that he heard a grating noise in the vicinity of where the men were before they started 
to run ? He did not say that in my hearing.
2475. That certainly was not said whilst you were there ? I do not think so.
2476. Did he say that in pursuing them he had to throw off his policeman’s cape so as the more easily to 
pursue them ? I heard it the next day. ■
2477. I mean while the men were there before he let the men go ? No. I never heard that.
2478. Did you hear him say at the time, of course, I am speaking now, and all my examination relates to 
the time when the three men were in the Lock-up, or at any rate, in the Charge'Room—did you hear him 
say that he had taken out his revolver and brought the men to the Station at the point of his revolver ? 
No. I never heard it.
2479. Is it possible that it was said without your hearing it ? It may have been said without my hearing it.
2480. It certainly was not said within your hearing? No.
2481. Do you remember Quelch asking him the question if everything was all right in the locality where 
the men were before they had started to run ? Oh, I think'you answered that by saying he thought it was 
strange that the men ran away. Now, will you tell me this, had you made any report under any circum
stances, of any matter in which you had taken part, before this report of yours on May 3rd—was this the 
first experience you had had of reporting ? It was.
2482. Just answer me. Look at these two sheets and tell me whether those are the reports that you made
of the circumstances. r .................. - - - - - - - - - - - -
writing.
2483. Is that the report you made of the circumstances, 
the signature there. Is it possibly yours ? Yes.
2484. Is that report true? Yes, that is the report which I sent in.
2485. Of the circumstances appertaining to the men being in the Police Station ? Yes.
2486. Was this dictated to you by Quelch in any way ? No.
2487. Were you under any coercion or influence of Quelch’s in making out this report? I was not.
2488. Would you tell us in what part of rbe premises this was made? In the Magistrates’ Room.
2489. Was Quelch present, assisting in its compilation, or suggesting anything which you should say in it? 
No.
2490. From the time that you began it until you ended it, was he there? No.
2491. Of course, I mean assisting you in it. Is it true, even, as it is suggested, that this was made at the
instance of Quelch, and that it was suggested that this would be a serviceable report ?
2492. Mr. Abigail.^ Pardon me. I must submit that this is not the way to conduct an examination-in-chief.
2493. His Worship.] It is simply asking him whether he was coerced in getting this report.
2494. Mr. Bull.'] Were you influenced by Quelch, or coerced by Quelch in any way ? No.
2495. Mr. Abigail. | It puts him on the alert when I ask him. ,
2496. Mr. Bull.] Who was present when you were writing out this ? Constable Willson.
2497. Was anybody else at all in the room at the time ? No.
2498. And you say that that report was then true, and is now true, of the circumstances, so far as your
recollection has served you ? Yes.

*2—L

\Exhibii No. 8 handed to witness.] Just look carefully at it? Yes, that is my

Look at the second page, you will see, I think,

2499.
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2499. Mr. Abigail.'] You say that Willson was with you in the room at the time you made out your report?
Yes.
2500.
2501.
2502.
2503.
2504.

Yes.
No.

me I had to write this

2522.
2523.
2524. 
2525 he

Did he assist you in making it out 1 
Did he tell you what he put down 1 
Did you copy his 1 No.
Would you be surprised to hear that your report was the same as his ? He blocked it out tor me. 
What do you mean by “blocked it out”? He wrote roughly down the heading, and the way to

write it. . . . 0 ^ ,
2505. And then did you write straight off, and did you show it to him when it was done . Yes, .1 showed
it to him.
2506. Did you read his ? I never saw his.
2507. He read yours ? I believe he did. I would not be sure. _ . .
2508. What did you do with it when you had finished? Put the two of them in an envelope, and put it in

the desk. ' '
5209. To whom did you address it ? Inspector Lawless.
2510. Did you close the envelope ? Yes.
2511. Was Quelch there when you were writing the report ? No. _
2512. Did he come in and ask Willson how long he was going to be, and had not he finished ? I believe he 
did. I would not be sure. I believe he came in when we were just about finished. Willson had finished first.
2513. How long had you been there before Quelch came in? As near as I can remember, a little over two 

hours
2514. Over two hours writing out a sheet and a half of foolscap. Is that correct? That is what I said.

That is correct. . „ _
2515. Now, why did not you wait until you were off duty; why did you come m at 3 a.m. ! We went ott
at 6 o’clock. ... ,
2516. You were supposed to be on duty at 3 a.m., but were then in the Magistrates Room writing out
reports. Who told you to go there and write out reports ? Quelch. _
2517. What did he say to you ? He told me I had to go in at 3 o’clock to write out a report, and he told 

me to go in and do it.
2518. Did you know he was reported over this matter? Yes, I did.
2519. Had you had any conversation with him about it ? No.
2520. None at all ? Well, I had a few words with him in the street when he told 
affair, and he told me to give my unbiassed opinion.
2521. What time was that? About 11 o’clock.

He told you what ? He told me that I had to send in a report about three men. _
Did Mr. Lawless ever speak to you about sending in a report ? He told me to send in a report. 
When? The same night.
About what time ? About half-past 11 it may have been. _

2526. As a matter of fact, Quelch told you that Lawless was going to ask you to send m a report, did

not? Yes. _ _ ■
2527. And he told you to give your unbiassed opinion ? Yes. _
2528. He told you that he had been reported, and that you and Willson were to send m reports. You, and 
Willson, and Kidd? He would naturally come to that conclusion. I could not tell you whether he told 
me now that he was reported or not, but we came to that conclusion.
2529. Did he tell you what he put in his report? Who?
2529|-. Quelch? No, he did not.
2530. Are you under Quelch in that division ? Yes. _
2531. Have you been under him since? Were you still under him 
duty? Well, we were under him in our turns.
2532. You will admit, will you not, that it would require some courage on the part of a constable to send in
a report which would be contradictory of his senior’s report ? _ _
2533. Mr. Bull.] I object to that. It is not evidence. It is mere opinion. _
2534. Mr. Abigail] How can it be opinion ? I ask him will he not admit that it would require 
courage on the part of a constable to send in a report which would contradict his senioi s repot t.
2535. Mis Worship.] I do not think it is a proper question.
2536. Mr. Abigail] With.great respect, 1 must insist on its being taken.
2537. Ilis Worship.] It is a supposition, it is an opinion.
2538. Mr. Abigail] It is a matter of experience.
2539. His Worship.] He had only been a short time in the Force.
of his superior officers at that time. .
2540. Mr. Abigail] I ask him now as a matter of experience. _ .
2541. His Worship.] Of course, we all know as a matter of practice it is a dangerous thing for any subordi
nate to make a report against his superior officer.
2542. Mr. Abigail] If your Worship knows it, I am quite satisfied. (To witness.) At 3 a.m. you were 
called in from street duty, and spent two hours making this report out? Yes.
2543. What was Quelch doing while you were making out your report ? I cannot say.
2544. What time did he come in ? How long after you had been in did he come in ? I could not tell you.
2545. An hour or an hour and a half ? It was over two hours. .
2546. You said you were only there two hours? I told you we were there over two hours.
2547. From 3 o’clock until 6, did you go on duty again ? We were on duty for about half an hour, I suppose.
2548. So, during the two and a half hours that you were writing out the report, your part of the duty that
you and Willson should have been controlling was neglected ? Yes. _
2549. Inspector Lawless, when he told you to send in a report, did not state that you should do it at any
specific time, did he? No. . . , .
2550. Did he not say that as long as you had it there at the station at 10 o’clock the following night it would
do ? Yes. . . . ,
2551. So that you had twenty-three hours in which to get it ready under instructions from the inspector !
Yes. " ‘ "

up to the time he was released from

some

He could not have had much experience

2552.
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2552. And, notwithstanding that, you were called in at 3 a.m. by your senior-constable, whom you had to ,,obey? Yes. » yj , J S.KGuthne.

2553. And you only went in. then, to make out the report because your senior-constable told you you ^ -^ov
ought to? Yes. ’’ '
2554. Has it been remarked to you that there is a peculiar similarity between your report, in the choice of 
language used, and Willson’s ? Yes.
2555: You say it has been remarked; when was it remarked ; during dinner hour, was it not; it was
talked over, was it not, in the dinner hour? Not in my hearing. ■
2556. Now, come on, was it not ? Not in my hearing ; it was not; I did not take any notice of it; I did 
not hear it.
2557. You did not want to hear it, is that it? No, I did not hear it, no matter whether I wanted to or not.
2558. Ilis Worship.] Did you say you did not want to hear it ? No.
2559. Mr. Abiffail.] Do you mean to say that you did not say you did not want to hear it, and did not
hear it ? I did not hear it. •
2560. As a matter of fact, you did not want to hear it? I did not hear it.
2561. And you did not want to '!■ It is a very funny question. ' I tell you I did not hear it. .
2562. Mis Worship.] Had you any reason for not wanting to hear it ? No. .
2563. Mr. Abigail.] You know there are sides taken at Redfern over this matter of Quelch, some speak 
for him and some against him ? I believe there are.
2564. Which side have you taken ? I have not taken any particular side. The senior-constable never did
me an injury in his life. '
2565. And you do not want to do him any ? I do not want to injure any man.
2566. You are more for him than against him, are not you 1
2567. Mr. Bull.] I object to that.
2568. His Worship.] You are quite entitled to ask him that.
2569. Mr. Abigail.] You do not favour Quelch in the matter ? I do not favour Quelch more than any 
other man.
2570. His Worship.] You are neutral in the matter ? Yes, I am neutral.
2571. Mr. Abigail.] You know that there is a good deal of conflict at Redfern, do you not, as to the 
carryings on of certain constables ?
2572. Mr. Bull.] I object to that.
2573. His Worship.] That has nothing to do with this enquiry.
2574. Mr. Abigail.] Quelch is one of them. I say at once every obstacle to getting at the truth is being . 
thrown' in my way here. (To vjitness) : Is it not a fact that a good deal of ill-feeling exists over this matter, 
over Quelch, at the Redfern Police Station ? Yes, there is.
2575. And do you not know as a fact that complaints are made that Quelch is the pet of Mr. Lawless? I 
have heard the remark.
2576. Is not that the epithet that is used, “ Mr. Lawless’ pet?” Is not that so? I do not say as I have 
heard those words used, but I have heard words to the same effect.
2577. Is it not a fact that at Redfern complaints are made that Quelch is ordered to do duty that Serjeant 
Bell and other serjeants ought to do, and that he is put over the serjeants? No. I do not think so.
2578. Mr. Bull.] Is there any such complaint as that?
2579. His Worship.] If that were the case the serjeants would very soon make complaints.
2580. Mr. Abigail.] They have. Do you not know as a fact that one Serjeant was actually told by the
inspector not to come near him because he was actually supposed to be smelling the breath of the inspector 
and trying to detect the signs of liquor on him ? I never heard that at all.
2581. Then you must be a probationer. When Brennan came in with these three men did you hear him
say that Quelch ought to send some one down to Botany Road ? No.
2582. Did you not hear Brennan say when he had these three men in the station that Quelch ought to send 
somebody down to Botany Road to see if anything was wrong there ? No ; not in my hearing.
2583. Did you hear him say he had heard a noise ? No.
2584. You were out in the yard ? Not the whole of the time.
2585. The whole of the time ? No. Part of the time.
2586. Can you tell me what part of the time you were in the station ? I believe I was in the station twice 
and out again.
2587. Then you were in and out of the yard twice? I would not be sure. I know I was in the station, 
and out in the yard too, and did not hear everything that passed.
2588. Were you there when Constable Willson was there? Yes.
2589. Did you hear one of the men give an address as Pyrmont ? Ultimo, it was.
2590. Did you hear an address given afterwards as Bayley’s Restaurant ? Yes.
2591. And soon after that they were let; go ? Yes.
2592. But you were not in the station when Brennan brought the men in first and they had a conversation 
with Quelch ? No ; I was out in the street when Brennan brought the men in first.
2593. Mr. Bull.] Going off duty at 6 o’clock that morning, when would you be on duty again? Ten o’clock
that night. 1 '
2594. So that, unless you made a report during that time, and before 6 o’clock, you would not be on duty
again before 10 o’clock the same night ? No. ,
2595. I suppose, even as a probationer, you take the trouble to read the rules for the general information 
and discipline of the members of the Force ? Yes.
2596. I suppose you have read Rule No. 73: “Any member of the Force believing he has grounds of 
complaint must report the circumstances of the case to his, superior officer promptly ; for, if he broods over or 
delays making his statement, his motives will be judged of by such delays.” You have read that? Yes.
2597. Both your senior-constable and your senior officer, Mr. Lawless, had spoken to you before midnight
about your making this report ? Yes. ' ,
2598. Do you not know that Quelch was on duty all that night, until 6 ? Yes, he was.
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First-class Constable Maurice Fitzgerald was called and sworn :— 
f/is Worship.] What is your name I Maurice Fitzgerald.
Mr. Bull.] What are you ? Constable, stationed at Redfern Police Station.
First-class constable %—Yes.
Do you know Special-constable Brewin? Yes, I know him.
How long have you known him ? I believe I have known him over six years.
Do you remember the 16th March, 1894? I do not exactly remember the date, sir.
Do you remember some report being made about Marshall’s chemist shop ? Yes.
Mr. Abigail.] I object to this. Special-constable Brewin is not on inquiry, and this constable is 

evidently being called with the object of damaging Brewin. What earthly connection has Brewin with 
this inquiry except as a witness.
2607. Mr. Bull.] Brewin is put forward here and called by Mr. Dacey as a witness of truth, as a witness 
whom he asks you to believe : and he therefore asks you to believe Brewin’s statements in what he says 
against Quelch. I asked him distinctly whether he did not, as a fact, make a report with regard to 
Marshall’s chemist’s shop, that he had found the side and the front doors open, when as a fact the very 
police officer on the beat that morning almost momentarily before his report of finding the place wide open 
had examined the place and found it shut. He denied that he made that report. He denied as a fact that 
he went to the Police Station and reported that matter. I am producing this officer in contradiction of 
that report of Brewin’s. The truth of Brewin’s statement has a lot to do with it.
2608. Mr. Abigail.] If your Worship looks up the evidence you will see that Brewin says he was outside 
the station on the doorstep at the time and did not hear it at all.
2609. His Worshijy.] I do not think it comes within the scope of this inquiry. I quite satisfied myself 
about Brewin. I heard what he had to say. I did not think it very material.
2610. Mr. Bull.] Suppose I show that Brewin is a liar. Suppose I show that he is not a man that can be 
believed, would not that be material in this matter ?
2611. Mr. Abigail.] What is the value of his evidence?
2612. His Worship.] I think this evidence should not be taken. It would leave the door open to a lot of 
other evidence that is not desirable.
2613. Mr. Bull.] I understand you would hold exactly the same thing with regard to Mr. Yedwohf. I 
asked Brewin if he had not gone to Mr. Yedwohf and told him that his place was to be broken into, and 
told him that he was actually seen by Mr. Yedwohf in the company of the man whom he had nominated to 
Yedwohf as the man who had given the information to him about the burglary.
2614. His Worship.] If I have to receive this evidence I may have to receive evidence on the other side 
that I would rather exclude, and ought to be excluded.
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2599.
2600. 
2601. 
2602.
2603.
2604.
2605.
2606.

Charge No. 6.
“That in July, 1896, upon the advent of the Public Service Board, it was decided to remove the 

offices of the Director of Charitable Institutions from “ Myall House,” Redfern, to Richmond-terrace, in the 
Domain. Pursuant to this determination the front part of the building was vacated and all the things 
were removed. There was at the back of the premises a store containing boots, shirts, and other articles. 
There was a clerk named Coghlan there in charge during the day time, and he was asked by the Director 
of Charitable Institutions to draw the attention of the police to the fact that the place was unprotected at 
night, and that it was necessary for them to keep an eye upon it. As far as I can ascertain, the only man 
who received this information was Quelch. Coghlan showed him over the premises and the amount of 
stock which the place contained, and, strange to say, about three nights afterwards the building was broken 
into under circumstances of the most suspicious character. Coghlan had told Quelch that he left the store 
between 5 and 6 o’clock in the afternoon. On this particular night Coghlan returned in company with 
another clerk named Newcombe. They stood outside the store door at the back of the main building yarning 
for about ten minutes. The place where they stood yarning is not more than about 12 feet away from the 
door behind which Quelch was hidden. One of the clerks finally went into the main building and lit the 
gas and called out, ‘ What did you leave the middle door open for?’ The door had also been taken off its 
hinges. The other clerk had been to one of the outhouses, and when he came out of the outhouse he put 
his knee against an empty case opposite an outhouse door broken off its hinges, and placed it in a line with 
some other cases. This so disturbed the burglar inside the door that he pushed the door open and rushed 
out. The man who rushed out of the building was, strange to say, Senior-constable Quelch. Coghlan said, 
“ What is this,” whereupon Quelch said, “ Some one has been in, and has got away over the fence.”

Mr. William Somerville, journalist, was called and sworn :—
Mr. W. 2615. Ilis Worship.] What is your name ? William Somerville.

Somerville. 2616. What is your position ? Journalist.
1 Nov., 1897. ^r’ Abigail.] You were a shorthand reporter for the Daily Telegraj)h ? Yes.

2618. Do you remember, on the 27th June, 1896, taking a shorthand report from Quelch about a supposed 
burglary in “ Myall House,” Cleveland-street, Redfern ? Yes; I got a report from him.
2619. And from that report did you prepare this paragraph, which appeared in the Daily Telegraph on the 
27th of June, 1896 ? I wrote a paragraph which appeared on the 27th of June. {Exhibit No. 19.]
2620. “ As Senior-constable Quelch, of the Redfern police, was walking down Cleveland-street at about 7'30 
last evening, he observed a man acting in a suspicious manner in front of the building at 289, Cleveland- 
street, until lately used as a branch office of the Asylum Department. With the intention of watching his 
movements, Quelch crossed oyer into Prince Alfred Park ; but the man made off towards Castlereagh-street, 
and when Quelch got there he had disappeared. Knowing the place to be unoccupied except at the rear, 
where a small out-building is used as a store for asylum supplies, Quelch proceeded through to the back, which 
abuts on James-street; here he found that the door, which was padlocked, had been removed from its hinges, 
which were on the outside. Hearing some one approaching he hid in a dark corner, and as the visitor 
entered the door he jumped out and grabbed him. It turned out, however, to be Mr. Coghlan, the clerk in 
charge, who was returning to do some back work. A light being procured it was found that an inner door

had
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had also been removed from its hinges, and access gained to the store. Samples of everything in the store Mr. W. 
had been heaped up ready to be carried away; a large sack being partly filled with a miscellaneous collection Somerville, 
of goods. The thieves had decamped. Two screw-drivers were found on the floor, one of them bearing the /T’ A 
stamped initials F.L.P. A constable was left in charge during the night.” That was your report prepared ov'’ 
from the shorthand-notes of the alleged occurrence as described by Senior-constable Quelch to you ? No 
shorthand-notes, I would not say that. '
2621. You made a note of it? Well, the information was given to me by Mr. Quelch as I was walking 
down the street with him.
2622. Where ? From Eedfern Police Station.
2623. Did you ask him for that, or did he volunteer that? When I went up as usual to Redfern Police 
Station this evening, about 8 o’clock, Quelch was there. I do not know exactly how, but there were some 
remarks made about a robbery, and I asked, at any rate, I walked down with Quelch to the place to see it, 
and. on the road down Quelch gave me the information. I may say I saw the screw-drivers there at the 
Police Station and I made out what I thought were the marks that were on them.
2624:. I suppose you know that it is not an unusual occurrence that a constable very frequently, for the 
purpose of self-glorification, gives an elaborate report to a journalist, with two objects in view—to see his 
name in print, and also to secure promotion ? I cannot say.
2625. Cannot you say that as a matter of journalistic experience ? No.
2626. I can assure you, as a solicitor, that it is so.
262/. His Worship.] Are you certain whether he volunteered the information or whether you asked him 
for it ? I asked him for'it. Of course I cannot write copy without the information ; and I heard of the 
occurrence, and I asked QueJch for the information.
2628. Mr. Abigail.^ You must be a young journalist, because the old journalists can write copy without 
information ? That sort of copy does not do in Sydney.
2629. Did you go round to see “ Myall House”? Yes.
2630. Who went with you 1 I went with Quelch.
2631. Did he point out how he managed to get out and surprise the alleged burglar, whom he found out to 
be Coghlan,.the clerk in charge? He showed me where the door had been pulled open so that the padlock 
acted as a hinge, and he showed me a case behind which he said he hid when he heard the footsteps.
2632. Did he explain to you what he did inside the store at the time the front of the store was being opened 
by another clerk ? No.
2633. Did he explain why he only jumped out at the time he heard Coghlan coming to the door behind 
which he was concealed ? He said he jumped out when they came upon him.
2634. Did he not state also that before he heard footsteps coming to the door, behind which he was 
concealed, that he heard a key turned in the front door ? No.
2635. And that the gas was about to be lighted ? No.
2636. He did not explain that 1 He said nothing about that.

Mr. Thomas Coghlan, Clerk, Department of Charities, was called and sworn :—
2637. His Worship.] What is your name ? Thomas Coghlan.
2638. What is your occupation ? Clerk.
2639. Residing where ? In Redfern. .
2640. Mr. Abigail.] Just carry your recollection back to a Monday or Tuesday in June, 1896, when you 
saw Constable Quelch at Myall House ? Yes.
2641. Did you have a conversation with him, or, rather, did he come and have a conversation with you 
about an inmate of the Asylum ? He came down to make an inquiry about an inmate, or a person that 
either was an inmate or had been an inmate.
2642. While inquiring about this inmate it came on to rain pretty heavily, and while there you suggested 
that he should put the time in in going through the store ? There was some conversation.
2643. Did you ask him to keep watch on the store ? Yes.
2644. Did you tell him why ? Yes.
2645. Now I want you to tell us all the conversation you had with him ? Well, I think as far as my 
memory will go now in the course of conversation we spoke about the different stuffs in the Store and its 
being unprotected, and how easily it could be broken into. The conversation was something like that as 
far as I can recollect,
2646. You took him over the Store, did you not ? Yes.
2647. Did you tell him that it was your usual habit to leave the Store at 5 o’clock in the afternoon ? No.
2648. Did you tell him the place would be unprotected after a certain hour. Did you show him how easy 
it would be to break into the store, and ask him at the same time to keep a sharp look-out on the premises 
as they were left unprotected after office hours 1 Yes.
26-19. Mr. Bull.] You showed him how easy it would be for anybody to break in ? At one particular part 
I showed that. ”
2650. Mr. Abigail.] The hinges of the doors are outside? Yes.
2651. And this store is at the rear of the main building, right up the back yard ? Yes.
2652. It is a private house? Yes.
2653. And it was used as an office by the Charities Institution? Yes.
2654. And this long building of tin and ■wood or iron and wood was used as a store ? Yes.
2655. And your office was in it ? Yes, my office was in it.
2656. It was on a Thursday night, was it not, that something occurred there ? Friday night.
265/. You were working back that night ? I was going to work back.
2658. And there was a clerk in the head office who was going to assist you ? Yes.
2659. On that Friday night or Friday afternoon, what time did you leave your office before tea? Just 
before 5. as far as my recollection goes.
2660. What time did you go back ? About between a quarter and half-past 7.
2661. Now, at the rear of this store there is a lane? Yes.
2662. And the front of it looks over across Cleveland-street into the Park ? Yes.
2663. And there is a side entrance from Cleveland-street ? Yes.
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2664. On this Friday night the place next door was untenanted 1 Yes.
2665. It is a large house 1 It is a cottage.
2666. It was unoccupied ? Yes.
2667. A large cottage with a large yard at the rear 1 Yes.
2668. Just outside the store there were a lot of empty cases, large ones? Yes ; there were a lot of empty 
cases.
2669. You returned that night about a quarter or half-past 7. Now, I want you to tell us what occurred, 
how you returned, what conversation, if any, you had outside, and what occurred? I think I had to meet 
Newcombe about 7 o’clock, and he was late, and we walked down the road, and passing the gate I proposed 
that we should go further down to Crimp’s Hotel and have a drink. Seeing the gate open I just slipped 
across and pulled it to and went down. We went down and had a drink. We went in a side passage, and 
walked up towards the front of the door, when the two of us stopped, speaking, I suppose about five or 
ten minutes, and I went round the side of the store to the w.c., previously giving the other clerk the 
keys to open the door and light up the gas.
2670. That was to open the front door? Yes.
2671. As you came back from the w.c., you would get in the side door? I went round to the w.c.,
and Newcombe went into the store, and when I came back one of the cases happened to touch my coat, and 
I bent, like this, and pushed it. ,
2672. That made a noise ? It scraped on the asphalt, and immediately a door which ought to open this way 
opened the other way, and I said “ Who is there ” ? And somebody rushed and said, “ Oh, that’s your game, 
is it ” ? and it was Senior-constable Quelch. Newcombe came out, and the gas was lit, and while Quelch 
and I were looking for the burglars Newcombe telephoned for the Police. Then we rushed upstairs, and 
into the water-closets and down below, and then we came back again, and a few minutes after the Police 
were down. That’s about all.
2673. When Quelch came round had he a baton drawn or a revolver in his hands? Nothing.
2674. And I suppose that for all he knew you might have been a most desperate criminal ? I might have 
been.
2677. The hinges were on the outside? Yes.
2676. The door canted on the lock? It canted on the clasp.
2677. The hinges had evidently been taken off from the outside? Yes.
2678. The door canted over, and he came out unarmed, without a baton or a revolver ? Yes.
2679. What did he tell you when he did come out, and you were all calmed down a bit after the fright? 
He said that he saw a suspicious character outside, and went through the park and stopped behind one of 
the trees, and the man then walked along towards Castlereagh-street. Constable Quelch then informed me 
he went up to the gate near Cleveland-street, and, as the man went round, he followed him across, and as 
the man went along he came round and went up, and while he was investigating I and a fellow-clerk came 
up, and he waited inside until we came in.
2680. He thought you were going to commit a burglary at 7p30 at night, and from the front, although you 
could have come in at the back. Did he tell you that the alleged burglar got over into the next yard ? 
No, he did not say anything about that because he could not tell.
2681. What did he say? He suspected that the man would go round and give his friends inside notice 
that he was there, and when he came round they must have gone out of the back.
2682. Did not you jump on the case near the fence? Yes. _
2683. And did you not want to jump over to see if there were any footprints, and did he not say, “ Oh, it
is no good doing that, the ground on the other side is hard ” ? Yes. '
2684. Although he did not tell you he had been on the other side to see ? Oh, he had never been there.
2685. When you took him in on the Tuesday before the Friday on which this alleged burglary was 
committed by unknown burglars, did you show him where the telephone was? No.
2686. He could not fail to see where it was ? I telephoned down to head office.
2687. While he was there you actually telephoned down to head office? Yes.
2688. And he did not tell you that when he was in pursuit of the alleged burglars he telephoned up to the
Police Station to send any relief down to him ? No ; he might have, but he did not say anything to me.
2689. As a matter of fact, what did you find? Did you find that there had been any displacement of the 
stock ? Yes.
2690. I want you to explain to his Worship exactly the nature of that displacement or interference with 
the stock ? Whoever had been there must have gone completely over the store, because there were bootlaces 
taken from up in the loft.
2691. And to reach this loft there was a ladder from the main store ? Yes. There were boots taken, and 
cottons and a miscellaneous assortment taken from everywhere.
2692. Did the appearance of the store after the alleged burglarious visit give you an impression that a 
burglar had got there, and in a hurried and indiscriminate fashion had attempted to get hold of anything 
that came to his hands? No.
2693. Or did it give you this opinion : that the things which had been taken had been carefully taken with 
a view to an assortment ? Yes • it gave me the impression that it had been carefully sorted out.
2694. And, for instance, did the size of the boots give you any peculiar idea as to who the alleged burglar 
was? It gave me no idea at all?
2695. What was the size of the boots ? Women’s boots, 4’s and 5’s.
2696. Yes? And men’s boots—9’s and 10’s.
2697. Yes? And slippers—9’s and 10’s.
2698. Yes ? And boots and slippers—women’s—4’s and 5’s.
2699. See how nicely they were sorted ? There were braces taken from the top, and a couple of flannel 
shirts.
2700. What size? I cannot tell you.
2701. Would they fit a big man like Quelch? They were ordinary men’s sizes. They were notout-sizes. 
There were a couple of Scotch plaid shirts. Then there were half a gross of laces, and cottons.
2702. Towels? Russia Crash.
2703. Men’s flannels ? Yes, I think there were six or seven different items we counted.
2704. Was there a sailor’s palm ? No, we never use them. 2705.



199

2705. These were carefully assorted : Slippers and boots—9’s and 10’s, and boots for the burglar’s wife and
children. Do you not know that the Police report is that there was a sailor’s palm taken ? There could 
not have been possibly, because it was not there. ^ j8g_
2706. What I want to show is that it was left there, and whoever did leave it there must have been a sail- '
maker at one time. By an oversight on the part of the careful burglar it was left there.
2707. His Worship.'] Can any of the witnesses produce it ?
2708. Witness.] We had packing-needles. .
2709. Mr. Abigail.] Were packing-needles taken ? Yes.
2710. Did you have any palms 1 No. .
2711. Mr. Bull.] Was any such thing found there! Not to my recollection.
2712. Mr. Abigail.] Did you find that some of these things had been put in a bag! Yes.
2713. And was the bag just by the side of the door through which Quelch came ? It was just behind the 
second door.
2714. You went upstairs with Quelch, did you not, to see what things were taken! Yes.
2715. Did you find other things up in the loft that had been nicely left there ready to be shoved in the
bag! No. They were all down ready to be put in the bag.
2716. And did not you, as a matter of fact, remark to Quelch or to the police magistrate afterwards, that
the burglars must have been very strange burglars to commit a robbery in the way they did ! Something .
like that.
2717. You went to the station afterwards about this! No.
2718. Were you never asked to go to the station to make a complaint; were you never asked by Quelch to 
go and make a statement! No.
2719. He did not suggest to you the wisdom of going to the station to back him up in his complaint! The 
police were already informed.
2720. Because Newcombe, your under-officer, had telephoned ? Yes.
2721. And while you were at the urinal, before Quelch surprised you in the way he did, Newcombe had 
gone into the main building to light up ? Yes, he had turned on the gas.
2722. He had actually turned the gas on and lighted a match to light the gas ? He had turned on the gas, 
of course, that I know.
2723. He was in the act of lighting the gas! He was in the act of walking across.
2724. Did you find that the screws out of the hinges had been evidently carefully taken out and laid down 
by the side of the door! Yes.
2725. Peculiar burglars ; most careful burglaring.
2726. His Worshij}.] It might have been the burglar’s intention to replace them.
2727. Mr. Bull.] It must have been, probably, somebody who had been there every day.
2728. Mr. Abigail.] Somebody who had been shown over the premises sometime previously. Of course, our 
case is this, that Quelch did it. For two reasons we say particularly and specifically Quelch did this.
2729. Mr. Bull.] I object to my friend addressing your Worship.
2730. His Worship.] That is your charge.
2731. Mr. Abigail.] I want your Worship to find that he either did it for the purpose of gain, or to 
advertise himself. (To the witness.) You were satisfied yourself that the affair was very very peculiar? I 
thought, well, I made the remark that it seemed a peculiar way of a burglar doing business; I made the 
remark that it was a wonder he did not go for the cotton, which was much more valuable, and very easy to 
have disposed of.
2732. And I think you included the tape in your observation, did you not? I would not say as to the 
tape.
2733. When you and Newcombe went up to have a drink before you went on duty, did you see Jamieson, 
the night-watchman, standing a few doors off? I saw some one there, but I did not know it was Jamieson.
2734. You have learned since that it was Jamieson? Yes.
2735. Did you see any suspicious-looking character about the place at that time, beyond Jamieson; I do 
not know whether he is suspicious ? I do not say he is. I only saw the one man.
2736. Who was that? I have subsequently learned it was Jamieson. -
2737. And, from the time you passed until you came back was only a quarter of an hour? It could not 
have been much more.
2738. Was it long enough for a man to unscrew the door off its hinges, be careful enough to put down the , 
screws one by one, to go inside and up that loft, and carefully assort, with this particular nicety and degree 
of accuracy in the choice of the articles, the slippers and the boots the same sizes in each case—the men’s 
and the women’s—and the shirts and flannels of the same sizes right through ; was there sufficient time for 
him to do all this in that quarter of an hour ? No, certainly not.
2739. Were there any signs in the store of a lighted candle having been carried about—any drips of grease ?
I could not say that, because I carried one myself.
2740. But that was afterwards. In searching, did you find any signs of grease from a candle? I never 
looked.
2741. But you would have seen them? Not necessarily. I would not have seen them.
2742. Next morning they were not remarked? I did not remark them ; but I did not look. .
2743. You were in the store in the morning, up in the loft ? I could not say.
2744. By the way that Quelch came out of that door, which canted over, did he seem to be eluding capture .
or pursuing somebody ? I could not say. '
2745,. He did not come out with much respect for his dignity? He rushed out.
2746. And nearly capsized in the endeavour to get out ; did he not ? Did he not come out like this, with 
his head down ? Yes.
2747. Did you remark the absence of the baton or revolver? Yes.
2748. What did he say ? He said his pistol was not loaded.
2749. His Worship.] Was he in uniform ?
2750. Mr. Bull.] Helmet and all on.
2751. Mr. Abigail.] Here is a policeman on duty trying to arrest a burglar with his pistol not loaded and
with no baton. And, even if his pistol .were not loaded, why did he not carry it in his hand unloaded, 
clubbed as a weapon ?, (To the witness) : The baton was not in his hand ? No. 2752.
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Mr. T. 2752. The baton is a source of protection and a weapon of offence or defence, and it was not in his hands ? 
Coghlan. . .

2753. Did he tell you how long he was behind that door waiting for the supposed burglar to come out ? No ; 
1 Nov., 189 . jie noj. nie anything about that. He said that in investigating he heard footsteps coming up, and he 

went round waiting for us to come through. He thought the burglars were returning, and waited. .
27 54. Did he tell you when he heard those footsteps they were yours and Newcombe’s ? Oh, yes; meaning 
mine and Newcombe’s. _ _ _
2755. Did he explain this fact—that he waited until you had actually come out, during which time 
Newcombe had actually opened the front door and had got as far as the gas ? Now, that gas is on a parallel 
line with the door which leads into the passage out of which he sprang? Yes.
2756. Did he explain away why he did not rush out immediately he heard Newcombe at the front door,
because on his own showing he was in the front of the building, and only rushed out of the side door when 
you came to it? No. I was chaffing, and wished he had gone in to catch Newcombe. _
2757. If he had been waiting for the burglar, Newcombe was the first burglar who entered those premises ? 
Yes.
2758. When you came to the side door was not Newcombe right inside and almost up to where Quelch was
standing? Past him. ^
2759. That is better for my case still. You chaffed him about it, did you not, Coghlan? I was chaffing 
Newcombe about his (Quelch’s) not going to meet Newcombe.
2760. Mr. Bull.'] Were you chaffing Newcombe or Quelch ? Newcombe.
2761. J\fr. Abigail.] Before Quelch ? Yes. _ _
2762. What did you say to Newcombe before Quelch ? I think I said I would have given a fiver if he had 
gone in to catch Newcombe, for the fun of it.
2763. I suppose you will admit, as a reasonable man, that if Quelch had been in there to catch burglars he 
must have seen Newcombe come in and go to the gas to light it ? You know the building ? Yes. .
2764. So do I. You know that here is the main store running right down here, and there is a desk right 
up to here [indicating] ? Yes.
2765. And then there are a couple of steps, and the loft is up there, up a ladder ? Yes.
2766. Now, the door leading into the door out of which Quelch came is here ; you go down here-and up a
couple of steps, and here is the side door? Yes. _
2767. Newcombe had got in the front door, had turned the gas on here, had struck a light, and was in the 
act of lighting up. Now, if Newcombe is telling the truth, and Quelch is telling the truth, and Quelch was 
over here, on his own admission, watching for the burglar before you came up, could he have failed to 
detect Newcombe? I should have thought he could hear; but he might possibly not have been able to see 
the light, which was at the back of him.
2768. He would have heard the noise ? Yes.
2769. It is only about as wide as that [iwdicatiiiy] ? About that. ■
2770. So that if he had been waiting and was alert, waiting for the burglar to enter, he must have heard the 
key turn in the lock and the door open, and then have heard the footsteps right up to parallel with him, 
and heard the match struck ; and it was only when the stream of light displayed itself that he rushed out 
after you ? I could not say.

. 2771. Did you see any light ? I could not see any light.
2772. The door that Newcombe opened was very difficult to open, was it not? Yes. It was always 
difficult.
2773. And you know that it required a considerable shove, and made a grating noise ? It either had to be 
shoved or lifted.
2774. And it made a noise in opening ? Yes.
2775. So that it would have made sufficient noise for anyone in the main building to have heard it? 
Nobody could get in the door without making a noise.
2776. When Quelch came out he never said a word about hearing Newcombe coming in ? No.
2777. And it was only when Newcombe came round that anything was said about Newcombe opening the 
door ? Ido not think anything was said about that.
2778. At any rate, from first to last that night Quelch had never said anything about Newcombe? Not so 
far as I can recollect.
2779. Mr. Bull.] I understand that these premises were being used as a store in connection with the 
Charities Organisation ? The Government Asylums.
2780. And the character and description of stuff in there are the usual character and description of 
Government stores for destitute people ? Yes.
2781. The boots, for instance, 9’s and 10’s, what description of boots were they ? Blucher, with the ordinary 
brand on. They were always branded there.
2782. Branded with the Government brand ? Yes.
2783. And I suppose there were other marks of -identification upon different articles which were in the 
store there ? Well, in some instances there were.
2784. Of course, I do not mean to say that a reel of cotton would be branded, but I suppose the things 
were generally those articles that could be easily identified as Government property ? All kinds of stuff 
had the Government brand? All bulk stuff could.
2785. How long were you there in charge of this place, or in connection with it? I was there from 1892.
2786. Do you know that in the immediate vicinity of this place several burglaries had been committed ? 
About that time ?
2787. No ; in that vicinity. Do you know Mr. Brush’s house? Yes.
2788. How far is that from this place ? About 30 yards.
2789. Do you know Mr. Alderman Poole’s house ? Yes. .
2790. How far would that be. It is really on James-street, is it not, just at the back of this place? His 
house is up at the corner of Cleveland-street.
2791. Mr. Abigail.] About a quarter of a mile away ? Yes.
279'2. Mr. Bull.] I am speaking of the place at the corner of James-street? That is one of Mr. Poole’s 
terraces. . -
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2793. Do you know that just shortly before that a burglary had been committed in that house 1 No.
2794. Do you know Mr. Stedman’s residence on the other side of Pitt-street ? Yes.
2795. Do you know that Stedman’s house had been burgled at least twice just immediately before this? 
think I recollect it.
2796. Not only had his place been twice burgled, but do you not remember that Mr. Stedman himself had 
been knocked down in the street and a bag stolen out of his hand within a stone’s throw from this place 1 
I remember that.
2797. A sum of £160 or £180 was taken from him 1 Yes, about 6 o’clock.
2798. In broad daylight in summer time ? Yes.
2799. Right opposite St. Paul’s Church ? Yes.
2800. Do you know some premises occupied by Kimber 1 Yes, they were empty then.
2801. Immediately next door 1 Yes.
2802. Do you know that these premises of Kimber’s were the resort of questionable characters ? When 
Kimber was there.
2803. And afterwards ? Yes, they were a very low class of people all about there.
2804. You are speaking, of course, of Kimber’s time ? Yes.
2805. And all the time ? Yes.
2806. Kimber’s premises are immediately at the side of it 1 Yes.
2807. Now, I take it you have heard or read something of burglaries every day. Quelch’s account to you 
was that he saw a very suspicious character standing opposite these premises 1 Outside.
2808. On the opposite side? No, on the same side of the street.
2809. In the very front of the place? Yes, in the front. The constable told me, of course, that he was 
under the impression he was watching the people inside.
2810. And, I suppose, from your experience, at any rate what you read of burglaries, is that there is usually 
somebody on the watch outside while somebody else is looting the place ? Yes.
2811. You believed Quelch when he told you of the man he saw there, and whom he had followed? I 
thought I saw a man myself.
2812. Quelch described to you, did he not, the course which he himself said that man took ? Yes.
2813. That the man had gone into the park? No.
2814. That Quelch had gone into the park ? Yes.
2815. And that he bad followed the man who had gone into Castlereagh-street ? Yes.
2816. Which would enable him to» get into James-street, a street running from one street to the other? 
Which would enable him to get round to the back of these premises.
2817. Then there is a, gate leading from the back of these premises of yours into James-street ? Yes.
2818. Communication, could very easily be made from anybody in James-street to anybody in the back

• portion of these premises ? Oh, certainly, yes,
2819. Quelch was in his uniform, helmet, and all ? Yes. '
2820. Did you see any receptacle for property, if his disposition was to steal ? Did you see anything with
him at all ? With the constable ?
2821. Yes? No. _
2822. Was he carrying anything at all when you say him come through this doorway, the hinges from 
one door of which had been removed ? No.
2823. Carrying nothing ? No.
2824. Immediately, just before you came to the door, out of which he came, you had been into the water- 
closet, had you not? Yes.
2825. And I suppose anybody could hear you walking on the asphalt ? Yes.
2826. Anybody from the inside ? In the daytime I could always hear people coming in.
2827. Well, I suppose when the place would be particularly quiet, as at night time, you could hear very 
easily ? Yes.
2828. What distance had you walked from the w.c. before Quelch sprang out ? From the water-closet?
2829. You had just left the water-closet and you were going towards the door ? About 2 yards.
2830. And I take it that the portion of the premises where Quelch was would be quite dark ? Oh, yes.
2831. In fact before there was any attempt to light gas in the place it would be in utter darkness ? Yes.
2832. Do you remember who it was gave instructions to telephone to the police. Who was it said, “ Get 
on to the telephone and cal l somebody from the Police Station ” ? At the time of the burglary ?
2833. After you entered the premises, who was it asked to telephone to the police? I could not say, because 
I rushed and got a knife and lit a candle and rushed up stairs.
2834. You got some weapon with which to arm yourself and went up stairs ? Yes, and the constable with 
me.

} 2835. Mr. Abigail.] Did you go first ? Yes.
I 2836. Mr. Bull.] Another insinuation against the Police Force. "
\ 2837. Did Quelch ask you to go in front of him ? No, he did not.
\ 2838. I suppose you knew the way better than Quelch ? Certainly. '
\ 2839. Immediately the telephone was used, immediately afterwards, did not Senior-serjeant Bell and some
\ other officer come down ? Yes.
\ 2840. Was there any insinuation made by you or by Newcombe on the place that Quelch was acting in any

other capacity than that of a police officer there ? No.
2841. Mr. Abigail.] It was not his duty.
2842. Mr. Bull.] I suppose Senior-serjeant Bell and the other officer had a look through the place too ? Yes.
2843. Do you remember whether any screw-drivers were found there? Yes, there were two screw-drivers.
2844. Did they belong to the premises ? No.
2845. I see one of them is branded “ F.L.P.” It looks very like that. Those do not belong to the premises 
in any way [Two screw-drivers produced] ? No.
2846. And where were these found? Found on the table.
2847. Just inside ? Just inside the door.
2848. I suppose you know something of carpenters’ tools ? Yes.
2849. This is, to all intents and purposes, the formidable screw-driver the carpenters’ use. It is a carpenter’s
screw-driver. . 2850.
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Mr. T. 2850. Mr. Abigail.] Another very strange element in this case. It is not a burglar’s jemmy.
Coghlan. 2851. Mr. Bull.] It would make a very good jemmy. It would open any door here I am sure. {To the

''"7 A'T^',7 witness) : These you say were found on a table just inside? Just inside.
1 Nov., 1897. 2852. You would not suggest that the policeman had had these up his sleeve, would you ? I made no

suggestion.
2853. Do you know that the policeman had, while he was there, his revolver, baton, and handcuffs ? I do
not know. I did not see them. _
2854. Have you made any inquiry to ascertain what time Quelch left the Police Station that evening on
duty ? No. _
2155. Would you be surprised to know that he left the Police Station on duty that evening at Redfern at 
6 o’clock ? He was on duty at the time.
2856. I am asking you now would you be surprised to know that he left the Police Station and went on 
duty at 6 o’clock ? That is the usual time.
2857. Do you know what his rounds were ; do you know what beats he worked before he reached that 
place that night ? No.
2858. How far is this place from the Baptist Estate 1 More than half a mile.
2859. Would you be surprised to know that when he left the station he worked those beats 3 Do you know 
the number of this beat in which this store is situated ? No.
2860. Would you let me tell you that that store is situated in beats Nos. 1 and 2. At any rate, the 
Baptist Estate is quite half a mile away 1 Fully that.
2861. If I understand your evidence it means this : that whoever packed up those things for the purpose of
taking them out did not do it in a hurry 1 No, they did not. _
2862. That is, it was not somebody simply getting in quickly and putting something quickly in a bag, but 

■ it was plainly assorted as you say ? Yes.
2863. How long would you say it would take, knowing the locality of the different goods, and knowing the 
assortment, to get those things together ? It would take me half an hour.
2864. And you knew where to put your hands on them, andhow to select them as to quality. It would
take any other man a little longer 3 Yes. _

" 2865. Mr. Abigail.] There would be time enough between 6 and 7'30, would there not 3 Yes I think that.
2866. Mr. Bull.] I am going to account for Quelch’s whereabouts for every minute until he saw the place. 
Do you remember giving Quelch a list of the articles in the presence of both Bell and Harrison 3 There 
was a list partly made out.
2867. Did not you supply the very paper from your own establishment 3 I supplied some paper.
2868. And did not you give a list or inventory of the property ready for removal at “ Myall House,” 
Cleveland-street, 26/6/96, 7'30 p.m.3 There was a list made out.
2869. Who made the list out 3 I think it was the police.
2870. Was it not Quelch, in the presence of both Bell And Harrison 3 Yes.
2871. Was not the list made out by Quelch, written down on paper supplied by yourself, at your dictation,
and in the presence of both Bell and Harrison 3 I will not swear that Constable Quelch made it out. It 
was made out by one of the three.
2872. You say it was made out by the police? You do not know which one 3 It was made by one of the 
three 3 Yes.
2873. Did not the list which you gave Quelch purport to be a list of the property packed for removal? No,
1 believe it was not the whole lot of it.
2874. Mr. Abigail.] Have you seen this list before? I must have. [Exhibit No. 20].
2875. Mr. Bull.] Do you remember the first item which you wrote out as a portion of the property packed
up to be taken away, “ 46 yards of bleached holland ”3 There was some half-bleached holland.
2876. When you gave the list of women’s boots here, it is a significant thing you did not give the names of 
any men’s boots 3 There were men’s boots there.
2877. There is not a single man’s boot in the list you gave 3 As I said before, the list was not complete,
but there were boots there. _
2878. Do you mean you found other boots packed up to take away after the police left which you did not 
show to the police 3 No.
2879. Will you swear that you reported to the police the packing up of any other goods for the purpose of 
removal than what are entered in this list that I will read to you 3 Let me hear the list first.
2880. Mr. Abigail.] Show it to him.
2881. Mr. Bull.] There is something on it I do not wish him to see.
2882. Mr. Abigail.] There is something on this list, I see now. I ask my friend to put this list in when he 
has done with it.
2883. Mr. Bull.] It is only a memorandum of the whole circumstances, of everything that took place at the 
time, in Quelch’s own handwriting. [To the witness) : Will you swear that you gave or nominated a pair 
of men’s boots at all, whilst the police were there 3 To the best of my belief there were Blucher boots there.
2884. “ Russia crash,” what’s that 3 Kitchen towelling.
2885. I will read this list: “ 5 pairs of women’s leather boots, B.A.” What does B.A. mean 3 The brand 
on the bottom.
2886. “Three pairs of women’s vamps, size 7.” What is that? They are women’s boots.
2887. They are a description of women’s boots? A kind of sateen.’
2888. They are a kind of boot which is supplied to the older women in these societies, for people who have 
soft feet? Yes.
2889. “Two pairs basil slippers, size 6 ; 2 pairs cloth slippers, size 7 ; 1 dozen braces, D.E.” What is the
meaning of that 3 Double-ended. •
2890. “ One dozen women’s single B.C.H.” What is B.O.H. 3 Brown cotton hose.
2891. “ One dozen women’s single B.C.H. ; 1 gross of pairs of laces; 4 pairs of leggings, men’s ; 3 dozen table 
spoons; 3 dozen tea spoons ; 3 dozen dessert spoons. Branded.” Branded what 3 N.S.W.G.
2892. “Seven dozen Brook’s cotton; 7 dozen Coate’s cotton; 1 lb. of black thread ; 1 Bo. of white thread;
2 waterproof sheets; 12 dozen of tape, white, 1 and 9 ; 1 dozen fine tooth-combs; 2 gross of white brace-
buttons ; 1 set of draughtsmen; 2 gross of brace-buttons, black ; 9 pairs of specs.” Are they merely coloured 
glass or not? For the old men and old women. 2893.
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2893. “ Two corkscrews.’" What do you keep them for in a charitable institution1? For the hospitals. Mr. T.
2894. “ One shoemaker’s emery board; one pair of eyelet-pliers.” Then, written on it, “ Inventory of Coghlan.
property packed ready for removal at “Myall House,” Oleveland-street, 26/6/96 ; 7-30 p.m.” Now, there . C' . tT' 
is nothing there about men’s boots 1 But there were more goods than that. OT’’ *"
2895. There is nothing else on that, excepting a memorandum which I do not suppose you saw, something 
written by Quelch.
2896. Mr. Abigail.] You were never asked to sign the inventory, were you 1 No.
2897. So that you cannot certify to the correctness of this 1 No.
2898. Have you ever seen this list before? Yes, I have seen that.
2899. Did you ever check it ? No. ■
2900. And you did not dictate it, did you? Yes ; I called out. I think Newcombe and I called out and 
picked them up.
2901. Notwithstanding the fact that men’s boots are carefully left out, you say that there were men’s boots 
there—9’s and 10’s? Yes.
2902. And men’s slippers ? Yes.
2903. And in each case there were 9’s and 10’s boots, and 9’s and 10’s slippers ? Yes.
2904. And will you tell his Worship were the 9’s and 10’s kept up the loft in the same place, Or different 
places? No, in different places ; the sizes were all together.
2905. Were the slippers kept in separate places ? Every size was kept separate according to its size.
2906. Mis Worship.] All branded with the Government brand ? The slippers were not.
2907. The boots were ? Yes.
2908. Mr. Abigail.] This brand could easily be taken off? I could not say.
2909. It only wanted a rasp to rasp them off. The brand was just there (indicating) ; was it not ? Yes ;
it was there. .
2910. Mis Worship.] I do not think this matter of the sizes of the boots is at all pertinent to the matter.
2911. Mr. Abigail.] I am trying to show that these boots were his (Quelch’s) size. (To the witness) : You 
say that all these things were put in separate places, according to their size ? Yes.
2912. I am advancing that to show that they were carefully picked out by the burglar.
2913. Mr. Bull.) Plainly, according to this gentleman, the person who was in there removing these boots 
must have been there three-quarters of an hour.
2914. Mr. Abigail.] This gate opening into the lane at the rear is a large door with a bolt on it ? Yes.
2915. Were there any signs that an entry had been made through that large door ? I never looked.
2916. Was not the place locked ? There was a wicket gate ; that was not locked.
2917. With a bolt on it ? Yes. '
2918. Did Quelch take you up there to show you that they had entered there ? No, because we knew they 
had entered from the front.
2919. Was there any question about their having entered from the front? No. ' •
2920. It would have been easier to have entered from the back ? No.
2921. Mis Worship.] Was there anything to show where the men had entered ? The doors were open.
2922. Mr. Abigail.] Would it have been easier to have got into Kimber’s, unoccupied yard next door, and 
then have got over ? I should say the easiest way was to walk up the passage.
2923. The easiest way to escape detection would have been through Kimbef’s yard, over the fence ? Yes.
2924. - And at 7'30 at night that would have been the most burglarious way of getting in, from the point 
of view of an expert burglar. It would have been an easier way, would it not, in order to escape detection, 
to come over that fence from Kimber’s yard ? It would have a pretty good jump.
2925. Still, it was easy to climb up, using the cases ? But the fence is 7 feet high. .
2926. You will admit that, in order to invite detection, the best way for a burglar to proceed would have 
been from the front ? Yes.

[The Commission adjourned at 4-30 p.m., until Wednesday, 3rd of November, at 10 a.m.]
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Wednesday, 3 November, i897.
[The Commission resumed its sittings at 10 a.m. in the Licensing Court, at the Central Police Station.]

JPrmnt:—

MR. WHITTING-DALE JOHNSON, S.M. (Sole Commissioner).
Mr. J. R. Dacey, M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

Mr. J. W. Abigail, Solicitor, appeared to support the charge ; Mr. Charles Bull, M.L.A., Solicitor, appeared
to defend Senior-constable Quelch.

Charge No. 6 (continued) :—
Constable John McIntosh was called and sworn :—

2927. Mis Worship.] What is your name ? John McIntosh.
2928. Where are you stationed ? At Ashfield.
2929. As a constable ? Yes.
2930. Mr. Abigail.] Were you on the Redfern beat in June, 1896? I was.
2931. Were you then under the command of Senior-constable Quelch ? Sometimes under the command 
Quelch and sometimes under the command of other senior constables.
2932. Do you remember an alleged attempt at robbery at “ Myall House” ? I do.
2933. On the 26th of June, 1896 ? Yes.
2934. Were you on duty that night in the vicinity of “ Myall House” ? I was,
2935. And was “ Myall House” included in your beat ? It was.
2936. What time did you go duty ? Seven o’clock in the evening.
2937. Did you pass “ Myall House” ? No.

Constable 
J. McIntosh.
3 Nov., 1897.
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Constable 2938. Why ? I was working the beat. In working the beat you take a street and miss the next one, soJ. McIntosh. that j d;d nQfc pass thera *» ° "
3 Nov 1897 2939. This was a street you missed 1 Yes, I turned into Pitt-street.

’’ ’ 2940. Did Quelch know that you were on duty on that beat that night 1 Yes.
2941. Did he know that you would miss passing “ Myall House” ? Yes.
2942. Then would it be a fact that on that night there would be no policeman patrolling the beat near
“ Myall House” from about half-past 5 until a quarter to 8 ? Until about a quarter to 9.
2943. About a quarter to 9 ? Yes, that would be so.
2944. Had Quelch, previous to this 26th of June, given you any instructions about “ Myall House” 1 No.
2945. Had you been working that beat all that week ? All that month.
2946. During the whole of the month ? Yes.
2947. And during that week in which the 26th of June came did he tell you anything about “ Myall 
House” 1 No.
2948. Did he give you any particular instructions to watch it? No.
2949. If Quelch had been particularly requested to keep an eye on that place, and had been informed that 
it was a likely place, and an easy place to be looted, would it not have been his duty as a police officer to 
have acquainted you with the nature of that information which he got ? Yes, I should say it would.
2950. In the ordinary course of things, the man on the beat should certainly be told by the superior 
constable 1 Yes, had he known that such a place was likely to be robbed.
2951. Well, then, did you know as a matter of fact whether there was any store at the back of “ Myall House”? 
I did not.
2952. You did not know that there was such a thing as a store there, did you ? I did not.
2953. Were you sent to Newtown Road that night ? No.
2954. Is there a lane at the rear of the store. Yes.
2955. Is that James-street ? That is James-street.
2956. Would it be part of your duty, patrolling that beat, to include James-street ? It would not, and it 
would, to a certain extent; we could go through the lane, but we did not go through it.
2957. As a matter of fact, you did not go through the lane that night, did you ? I did not.
2958. And you received no instructions from your senior, Quelch, to go through the lane? No.
2959. Neither that night, nor on any previous night ? No, I cannot say that I did.
2960. What time should Quelch have been on duty and off duty that night ? 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.
2961. Then he was on duty from 6 p. m. till 10 p.m. ? He was.
2962. Would anybody, with the exception, of course, of a police officer, know that there would be no 
policeman patrolling the street in front of “ Myall House.” Could anybody outside the Force know ? Of 
course, I cannot say. It is possible for anybody to know the time that the constable would pass.
2963. The instructions for the beat are issued at the station ? They are.
2964. And they are not always the same? They are always the same.
2965. They are continually being changed? They are always the same. .
2966. How long have you been in the Force ? I joined two years last February.
2967. During that two years, with the experience you have got as a police officer of two years’ standing, 
would you say that 7 o’clock in the evening is an unreasonable hour for a burglary ?
2968. Mr. Bull.\ I object. •
2969. Mr. Abigail.] Is it the usual thing?
2970. Mr. Bull.] I object to it.
2971. Mr. Abigail.] I put it now that I am entitled-to ask this question as a matter of police experience; 
because I want to show that one of the greatest elements of suspicion in the constable’s conduct is that he 
says a burglary was committed at 7. I want to show how extremely improbable it is that a burglary would 
be committed at 7 in the evening, and from that I want you to draw the deduction that the constable is 
not to be believed, and then to ask him what he means by saying that a burglary had been committed.
2972. His Worship.] It would not be a legal burglary. This would be breaking and entering a house. The 
question is not admissible at all. House breaking occurs at any hour of the afternoon.
2973. Mr. Abigail.] After the alleged burglary, did you go into “Myall House”? Were you called in? Yes.
2974. Who called you in ? Senior-constable Quelch.
2975. From what locality were you called? At the corner of Pitt and Cleveland Streets.
2976. And at what time? Between twenty minutes and ten minutes to 9.
2977. Did you go back with him to the store? I went straight along the street to the store, yes.
2978. And whom did you find there when you went in ? I found Senior-serjeant Bell, Mr. Coghlan, 
another gentleman I do not know, and two ladies.
2979. The gentleman you did not know, you now know as Mr. Newcombe? Yes.
2980. Did you see the stuff that was about to be removed ? I did see the stuff.
2981. Did you see how it was packed up ? I could not actually say as to how it was packed up. I looked 
at some of it; but I did not take particular notice of it.
2982. Did you notice the screws from the hinges of the outer door ? I saw that the door was there, and 
the screws were taken out of the hinges, and it was open against the lock.
2983. Did you see that the screws had evidently been put down with the intention of being used again ? 
They were put down, yes.
2984. Did you see any packing needles and twine among the stuff? Yes; there were packing needles. I
cannot say I saw twine. I saw hank thread. '
2985. Did you see a sailor’s palm ? Yes.
2986. Mr. Bull.] These beats that you speak of are every night, I understand, in the same condition ? They 
were every night in the same condition while I was there.
2987. About this time ? Yes.
2988. The night of the 26th June was no exception ? No.
2989. Perhaps I might enumerate other beats ; do you know beat No. 1 ? Yes.
2990. No. 2 ? Yes.
2991. No. 4? Yes.
2992. No. 9? Yes.
2993. No. 11 and No. 12? No. 11, not 12.
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2994. Do you know that these beats between 6 and 7 are without police protection? I do.
2995. I suppose the circumstance of this place, “ Myall House,” not being under police surveillance 
protection between 6 and 7, would be known to the night-watchmen, and people like that 1 Oh, yes ; 
would be known to them.
2996. Mr. Brewin, for instance, would know that—you know him, don’t you ? Yes, I know him.
2997. He would know whether or not this place was continuously under police protection ? He would.
2998. Do you know that Brewin has been a night-watchman in that district for a very long time ? Yes.
2999. Do you know Jamieson ? I do.
3000. Is he another night-watchman? Yes.
3001. He would know ? He would know.
3002. “Myall House” is situated in Cleveland-street? Yes.
3003. Have you had opportunities of seeing what the traffic is there between 6 and 7 o’clock 1 Is not a 
portion of Cleveland-street very much trafficked and frequented between 6 and 7 o’clock ? It generally is on 
race days.
3004. Is it not the principal route of persons coming across from Moore Park and Surry Hills into Redfern
and the Glebe, and other places ? It is. ’
3005. Is not Cleveland-street the main thoroughfare from the eastern suburbs across to the western suburbs ? 
It is.
3006. Let me ask you this : In your experience as a police officer, burglaries or attempted burglaries have 
been reported at all hours of the day, have they not ? They have.
3007. You were never told not to watch this place by Quelch? I was not.
3008. And you were never told not to go down this lane by Quelch ? I was not. .
3009.. And you were never told not to satisfy yourself, or acquaint yourself, with the fact that there was a 
store in connection with some charitable institution there? I was not.
3010. Is it not a fact that Quelch gives very material and very great instruction to the men under him 
with regard to their conduct on their beats 1 So far as I am personally concerned he always has to me:
3011. But you would not, nor would any other man, be on this beat between 6 and 7 o’clo'ck? No.
3012. And, therefore, any instruction from Quelch, or, indeed, from anybody else, would not be applicable
to that particular beat between those hours ? No. .
3013. You would be somewhere else? Yes.
3014. You were, as a fact, placed in charge of the place that night until you were relieved? I was.
3015. And you were placed there by Quelch ? I was brought to the place by Quelch, and asked to stop 
there by Senior-serjeant Bell.
3016. You were brought to the place by Quelch, and there were Senior-serjeant Bell and some other officers
there? Yes. .
3017. Who allots these beats ? I hey are all put down on the board, and every man takes his number.
3018. They are all put on the board by the inspector, or by some subordinate officer, possibly the senior- 
serjeant ? I should say by the inspector.

. 3019. It would not be done by Quelch ? No.
3020. In the book kept at the station for reports of either robberies or attempted robberies have you seen 
several entries with regard to attempted burglaries'at different places in the vicinity of “ Myall House ” ? 
I have not seen the entries in the books. They have been read out to us always.
3021. You have had certain entries read out to you ? I had.
3022. Do you remember, for instance, an attempted burglary at Mr. Stedman’s, “ Melrose,” Cleveland-street, 
Redfern ? 1 do.
3023. Can you say, from your recollection, how many reports of either attempted or actual burglary were 
read out to you with regard to Mr. Stedman’s place? Only one.
3024. You know James-street ? I do.
3025. That is the street at the rear of these premises running from Pitt across to Young-street ? Yes.
3026. Now, do you know as a fact that very questionable characters assembled in James-street from time 
to time ? I do.
3027. Do you know Kimber’s premises, the premises next to “ Myall House” ? Yes.
3028. Some premises which were occupied for a long time by a Walter Kimber ? Yes.
3029. Do you know that complaints were made to the police by the Council and by the other persons there 
of the destruction of the electric arcs and globes ? I cannot recollect that.
3030. Do you know this as a matter of police information, that Mr. Stedman actually has a man, his own 
private watchman, watching his place night after night ? I do.
3031. How far distant would you suggest to the Commissioner is that from “ Myall House” ? It is not 
very distant. I could not exactly say.
3032. Would it be more than 100 yards ? Yes.
3033. How much further ? It might be from 200 to 300 hundred yards.
3034. Speaking of premises in Pitt-street and also premises in Pitt-street near the corner of James-street, 
do you know, as a matter of pobce information, that the gas fittings from several houses there have been 
reported stolen ? I do not know that.
3035. You do not that? No.
3036. You are not aware then that in these books there are reports of the stealing of gas fittings from a 
house at the corner of Pitt-street and a lane running through ? Probably I might have heard, I do not 
recollect it.
3037. Have you seen this entry. [Exhibit No. 21]: “Stolen during the night of 14/3/94 from an 
unoccupied house, No. 103 Pitt-street, Redfern, the property of Thomas Glover, 101, same street, three gas 
chandeliers, value 30s., identifiable. Effected by getting through a fanlight. No person suspected” ? I 
cannot say I recollect that.

\ 3038. Do you know that Mr. Glover’s premises were again raided during the night of the 4th of April, 1894, 
\and a report sent in ? “ Stolen during the night of the 4th instant (April, 1894), from an unoccupied house,
,109 Pitt-street, Redfern, the property of Thomas Glover, No. 5, Pitt-street, Redfern, a quantity of chandeliers 
and gas-fittings, value £4. Damage done to the extent of £10. Effected by cutting a piece of glass out of 
the back window with a diamond. No person suspected.” [Exhibit No. 22.]
3039. .His Worship.'] Is that place in your ordinary beat ? It is in the ordinary No. 2 beat. 3040.
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t '"tu1 3040. And you pass it every night ? About once in three hours.
J. c^n os . gQ^p And knowing this as a place where burglaries have been committed, you are on the qui vive when 
3 Nov 1897 y°u Pass ^ work the beat as it is laid down.

’’ 3042. Mr. Bull.] Do you try the doors of the different places to ascertain whether they are fastened or not ?
We do.
3043. His Worship.] Did you try that house 1 We do not try any dwelling-houses, only shops.
3044. Mr. Bull.] Now this place being a favourite locality for burglaries, Senior-constable Quelch having
been specially asked by an officer of “ Myall House ” to keep a look-out for suspicious characters and to
have a proper watch set for the purpose of protecting the place, was it not his duty to acquaint you, who 
were on the beat, with the information he had received, and to particularly direct your attention to “ Myall 
House ” ? Yes, if he were informed to that effect.
3045. Now, as a matter of fact, did Quelch threaten to report you on that particular night ? No, not on 
that night.
3046. What night was it? One time he did; it was after that some time.
3047. Tell me when it was, and what it was about ? For going to what are known as 12 and 13 beats, via 
Red fern-street to Young-street.
3048. Were they your proper beats ? Yes.
3049. Had he seen you previously on those beats ? Yes.
3050. Had he passed you ? Yes.
3051. Had he spoken to you at all ? No.
3052. What did you tell him ? I said that if he was informed that I was to go along Cleveland-street it 
was all right, and I should do so. He said, “ I have no wish to report you, but if Mr. Lawless sees you I 
will have to.” And then I said, “ Very well, if you report me I will report you for neglect of duty.”
3053. His Worship.] Then you were off your beat ? No, I was not.
3054. How could he report you ? It was an order given by Mr. Lawless to go round that way.
3055. Mr. Bull.] Then you said that if he reported you you would have to report him for neglect of duty ?
Yes. '
3056. What did you mean by that ? For neglecting to tell me to go that other way.
3057. Then there had been a change in the working of the beats, and he had neglected to inform you ? The 
senior-constables had been informed to tell the men.
3058. And had he told you of this change ? No.
3059. As a matter of fact, did he report you ? No.
3060. His Worship.] And would that change take you past this place ? It was going to the beat.
3061. It would have taken you past that house? Yes. It was after Mr. Stedman had been robbed. It 
was after this had occurred there.
3062. Mr. Abigail.] Without special instructions, you would not have taken James-street in your beat ? No.
3063. The store is a long way from Cleveland-street ? It is a good way back.
3064. Right up from the front gate, right up to the street, it is on an incline ? Yes.
3065. And it is all asphalted ? Yes.
3066. And anybody walking up that asphalt path would make a considerable noise—it is a hard asphalt ?
Yes. .
3067. Mr. Bull.] You have had frequent conversation lately with Mr. Coghlan? No.
3068. Have you had conversation with him within the last twelve months ? Oh, yes.
3069. What would those conversations have relation to—matters of police duty ? No ; merely idle talk.
3070. You mean that as a police officer you stood talking to him in the street? Yes.
3071. Near this place ? Yes ; sometimes in front of the place.
3072. Would that be at night? Sometimes at night, and sometimes during the day.
3073. Did Coghlan in any of those conversations say that he had ever mentioned to Quelch the necessity of 
having special watch kept upon this place ? No.
3074. How many times do you think you have been in personal conversation with Coghlan near these very 
premises ? I could not say for a certainty ; but several times.
3075. I suppose you would be in police uniform upon almost all, if not all, occasions ? I think I have upon 
all occasions.
3076. This alteration of the beat that you speak about would be at the instance of the inspector ? Yes.
3077. And would not the sole object of this alteration be simply to prevent gossip by the men meeting 
upon different beats ? It could not be, because scarcely two men ever meet at the same comer.
3078. Would not that be the effect of the alteration, to prevent men on the 11 and 12 beats going over on 
the 3 and 5 beats with the 3 and 5 men? No, that would not be the effect of it. The 11 beat is at Newtown 
road and the 12 is at Bourke-street.
3079. Perhaps I am making a mistake with regard to the beats ? 12 and 13.
3080. Mr. Abigail.] As, a matter of fact you have not spoken to Coghlan since the removal of the office 
from “ Myall House ” to the Domain ? No. I do not think I did.
3081. Of course Coghlan lives at Redfern? Yes; he lives in Pitt-street.
3082. And you have not particularly spoken to him about “ Myall House,” about this robbery, in this idle 
talk ? I cannot say that we did. Probably we may have mentioned the robbery. I could not say for 
certain.
3083. But you had no conversation with Coghlan prior to the alleged robbery there ? No.
3084. In fact you did not know him then ? I did not know him before.
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Mr. Walter Alfred Newcombe, clerk, Charities Department, was called and sworn :—
Mr. W. A. 3085. His Worship: What is your name? Walter Alfred Newcombe.

Newcombe. 3086. You are a clerk in the Department of Charitable Institutions ? Yes.
3087. Mr. Abigail.] Do you remember 26th of June, 1896 ? Yes.

3 Nov., 1897. 3088. You were assisting Mr. Coghlan at “ Myall House”? Yes.
3089. That is a branch of the head office ? Yes. /
3090. There is a store, a galvanised iron building, with an addition, a sort of lean-to? Attached to the
side, yes. - 3091.
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3091. And that was a store and an office 1 Yes, for bulk stores.
3092. At the time that we speak about? Yes.
3093. There was a telephone attached to it ? Yes. *
3094. In a conspicuous place'? Yes.
3095. Nobody going into main building could fail to detect the presence of the telephone 1 No.
3096. And the front door was rather difficult to open '! Yes.
3097. It was a large heavy door ? Yes.
3098. What were the locks on it ? There were two locks. One was a Yale lock, and the other was an 
ordinary lock with a large key. Just an ordinary lock you know that you turn the key of.
3099. Did it make a noise when you were opening it 1 Yes. It made enough noise to-----
3100. Waken the dead 1 Yes.
3101. Certainly enough noise to alarm a burglar who might have been inside, or a policeman who might 
have been on the inside watching a burglar ? Yes. He would have gone away very quickly.
3102. Now, in opening the door would it also make a noise ? Yes.
3103. Why 1 When I open the door I have got to lift it, and then it makes a grating noise.
3104. It was stiff? Yes • it was always stiff.
3105. And then it required manual force to push it open? Yes.
3106. And it would make a grating noise when it was pushed open ? Yes.
3107. Now, on this 26th of June you were with Coghlan, and prior to going in you passed the front of the
place ? Yes; we did.
3108. As a matter of fact, you went up to have a nip—refreshment? Yes.
3109. And after the refreshment you came back to resume duty? Yes.
3110. Now, was it about 7 when you walked up the asphalt path from Cleveland-street to get into the 
store? Yes, between 7 and a quarter past; something like that.
3111. Were you in conversation ? Yes.
3112. When you were walking up the asphalt path ? Yes.
3113. And you talk much louder than Coghlan ? I think so.
3114. And it was a still, calm night? Yes ; the moon was just getting up.
3115. Coining up that asphalt path, when you approached the store, do you think that, if anybody were 
watching inside the store and were on the alert, they would have heard your conversation and detected 
your presence by the sound that you made on the asphalt ? Oh, yes.
3116. Now, I want you to relate all the circumstances in their order and sequence from the time that you 
both got up to the door of the store ? Well, when we were walking up the yard on the asphalt walk we 
stood outside of the door about a yard and a half away.
3117. Mr. Bull.] What door are you speaking about ? The front door of the store. And we were talking 
there for about five or ten minutes.
3118. Mr. Abigail.] By-the-by, there are steps leading up to that door? Yes.
3119. Two or three steps ? Yes.
3120. Wooden steps? Yes. And he gave me the keys.
3121. Coghlan ? Yes. While he went round to the side to ease himself, and of course I took the keys to 
open the door, and they made a noise.
3122. What did he say to you ? He said “ Oh, take these and open up, and get the books ready.”
3123. “ Open up and get the books ready ”? Which I did.
3124. Before that you had to open the door. When he went to the W.C. that was about 12 feet away ? 
Yes.
3125. When he walked away what did you do ; did you mount the steps and open the door ? Went straight
to the steps and opened uhe door. •
3126. Then you tell us that it made a great noise? The door, yes, made a grating noise.
3127. And being a galvanised iron building, I suppose it would make all the more noise, more noise than 
a brick ? Yes.
3128. When you opened the door what did you do with the keys? As soon as I opened the door I took 
the big key out, because I had to do that, and with the Yale key on it too I dropped it in a baking-tin.
3129. And that was lying on a centre table? Just at the side of the door when you go in. I dropped 
them down and walked in.
3130. That made a noise, did it not ? I rather think it did.
3131. Then, what did you do ? I walked up to the side of the desk ; there was a partition in the centre.
3132. There was a desk running alone the side of this store? Yes.
3133. You walked along through to the gas and turned it on ? Yes.
3134. Of course, you knew the place in the dark, and could go straight to it ? Yes.
3135. When you turned the gas on, what did you do? I struck a match before I turned the gas on, and 
held it in my hand while I turned the little tap at the side, and with that I saw the door open.
3136. But you saw the door open by the light of the match? Yes ; that was what attracted my attention.
3137. That was the door from the main building into this lean-to or side addition ? Yes.
3138. And did the ray of light from the lighted match go right through the doorway ? Yes; it threw 
a reflection through.
3139. And you saw this door open, and you uttered some exclamation ; what was it ? I called out, “ What 

'a fool you were to leave the door open.”
3140. At that time Coghlan was in the W.C. ? Yes.

I 3141. And you called out pretty loudly ? Yes.
\ 3142. Now, up to that time, had you heard anything to lead you to suppose that somebody was in that 
\ store ? Yes, I dropped in a minute.
\3143. Up to that time did you hear anything to lead you to the conclusion that somebody was in that 
Istore? No.
‘3144. Then immediately you saw the doors open you did drop to something? Yes.
3145. Immediately afterwards you heard a noise ? Yes.
3146. What was it ? Mr. Coghlan calling out, “ Hullo, what’s your game.”
3147. And then you ran out ? Then I ran out the same way as I came in, to his assistance.
31,48. You ran out, then, from the front? Yes. 3149.
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No.
Nothing at all.

Mr. W. A. 3149. What did you find! I found the constable there in front of him. , , x, , , ,
Newcombe. 3150. You found Constable Quelch in front of Coghlan? Yes; he had just started to relate the facts of

the case.
3 Nov., 1897. 3lgl_ How was the constable attired ? He had his uniform on.

3152. Had he his helmet on ? No.
3153. Had he any pistol ? No.
3154. Did he have any revolver ? No.
3155. His Worship.^ Had he his helmet on ? No.
3156. Where was it? In his hand, just putting on.
5157. Mr. Abigail] You said he had no revolver in his hand—had he no baton drawn s 
3158'. He had no weapon in his hand for offence or defence?
3159. Except his helmet that he was just putting on his head? Yes.
3160. Tell me, if you had been in that little addition to the store on the alert for a supposed burglar to 
return, and you had on your person a baton and a revolver, and there were things about the store which 
you could have used as weapons of defence or offence, and you heard the supposed burglar outside returning 
and rushed out to catch him, would you have prepared yourself to attack him by drawing your revolver 
or your baton ?
3161. Mr. Bull.] I object to that. _
3162. His Worship.] I will not allow the question ; it is not evidence.
3163. Mr. Abigail] 1 am going, your Worship, to draw the inference of guilt from the fact that the constable 
did not do what a common-sense person would have done. .
3164. His Worship.] That is not evidence.

- 3165. Mr. Abigail] Did the constable when you saw him appear to be preparing for an attack l No.
3166. Or preparing to resist one ? None whatever.
3167. Did he seem to be rather alarmed than prepared? No.
3168. Did he seem to be more prepared than alarmed or more alarmed than prepared ?
3169. Mr. Bull] I object.
3170. Mr. Abigail] Did the constable seem to be prepared or alarmed? He did not seem to be prepared

3171. Now, if the constable says that he was there in that store prior to you opening the door, had not he 
ample opportunity of coming into the main building to surprise you before he rushed out and collided with 
Coghlan ? Yes, he could have done that very easily.
3172. Of course, if he had anticipated Coghlan’s return by the front, the way that you had entered the
building, and if he wished to elude capture, if he wished to get away from the alleged burglar, he would
have done exactly what he did do, and have got out exactly in the manner in which he did through that
door ? Yes. .
3173. But if, on the other hand, his object was to detect the burglar, he would have gone into the main
building and captured you ?
3174. Mr. Bull] I object to that. What this gentleman would have done, and what anybody else would 
do, are different matters. Let us have what took place.
3175. His Worship.] That is not evidence.
3176. Mr. Abigail] After you got out, and saw the two of them—Coghlan and Quelch did you have any 
conversation with Quelch ? Yes.
3177. Tell us what it was ? I said to him : “How is it you did not get inside, and ring up the police on 
the telephone, to come round and give you assistance ? ” He said he did not know the door was open—the 
side door.
3178. That is, the side door, giving entrance from the main building into where he was, and through which 
the ray of your lighted match had shone ? Yes.
3179. How many feet is that door away from the door out of which he ran ? Three or four feet.
3180. His Worship.] Was that the door with the screws taken off? Yes; there were two doors with the 
screws taken off.
3181. Mr. Abigail] If he had been there, just behind that door with the screws taken off, say, five minutes 
before you came in, and he had been feeling round for some weapon of defence, or to understand the locality 
in which he found himself, could he have failed to detect the opening there? No; certainly not.
3182. Because it was within arm’s reach ? Yes. _ _

4 3183. If he were there to surprise a burglar that would be his first measure of self-preservation, being
afraid of an unseen foe in the dark. He said he did not know the door was open. Then what did you say 
to him ? After he answered me ? _ _
3184. Yes? We both then went in and did not say any more. I said : “You had better come in now 
and see if there is anybody here ”—and we proceeded and went in.
3185. So that it was you that suggested that he should go back with you and see if there was anything? 
Yes.
3186. And did he do it ? Yes, we trooped in then and lit the gas.
3187. And then you also did ? Yes.
3188. Coghlan went in first and you followed, and Quelch after? Yes.
3189. And when you lighted the gas what did you find ? Found a lot of things strewed all over the place, 
but the first thing I picked up was two screw-drivers.
3190. Are these they ? I could swear to that big one.
3191. You cannot to the little one ? No. _
3192. It would have made a good weapon of defence? That is what I remarked at the time.
3193. You took up this big one, did you not ? Yes.
3194. And what did you say to him? I said : “ If the burglars were here, and we were here too at th(, 
time, they would have had these in their possession waiting for us, so it is no use going looking for then 
they are gone now.”
3195. And these were in the main store on the table which ran up in the centre ? Yes, on the table.
3196. Laid down both together ? Yes.
3197. In a careful kind of way ? Both together. '
3198. Nice and orderly ? Yes, 3199.
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3199. Did you find some things in a bag 1 Yes.
3200. Where was the bag 1 Outside the store.
3201. Outside the door1! Yes.
3202. Just out of the main building, in the lean-to, the addition? Yes.
3203. And it must have been within some inches of where Quelch was hiding ? Yes.
3204. If he had been hiding there waiting for burglars, just inside that door which was screwed off its 
hinges, could he have failed to have touched this bag, was it not very near him ? The bag was near him, 
close by him.
3205. And until you detected the bag did he say one word about the bag ? No j he did not say anything 
about the bag.
3206. Was it not dark until you lit the place up ? It was dark.
3207. Was the bag a bag belonging to the store? That I could not say.
3208. You could not say whether it was part of the material in the store or brought there ? I could not
say. _
3209. Have you bags in the store? There were one or two to my knowledge. That was about twelve 
months ago.
3210. You do not know whether the bag in which these articles were found belonged to the store or was 
brought there ? I'lo.
3211. Mr. Abigail.] What sort of a bag was it? Chaff-bag.
3212. An ordinary chaff-bag? Yes.
3213. What did you find packed up in it ? A considerable lot of things, a mixture, boots.
3214. Shoes? Shoes. \
3215. Ladies’and gentlemen’s ? Yes. •
3216. What were the sizes ? Eights and 9’s, I think.
3217. Did the shoes correspond in size to the boots? Yes, the shoes did.
3218. And in the store everything is put in the racks according to sizes ? Yes.
3229. The boots are kept in one place and the shoes in another? Yes.
3220. So that whoever put these things in that bag must have deliberately and elaborately assorted 
them ? Yes.
3221. They could not have been picked up in an indiscriminate way? No.
3222. His Worship.] And either in daylight or with a light ? Oh, they had a light, because I picked up a 
piece of candle by the side of the screw-driver, and the same size.
3223. Mr. Abigail.] It had evidently been stuck up on the table? Yes.
3224. Did you go upstairs in the loft ? No ; I did not.
3225. Coghlan and Quelch did ? Yes.
3226. Did you see a lot of things downstairs all ready to be packed up? Yes ; on the table.
3227. Were they nicely packed up ? Yes ; the cotton was by itself, tapes by themselves ; and then there 
were other things on the top, such as leggings.
3228. IHs Worship.] Then it must have taken some considerable time to select and pack these things ? 
Oh, no : it could have been done in a very short time.
3239. Mr. Abigail.] In what time? About twenty minutes.
3230. Especially if the party sorting these things had had a previous knowledge of the place ? They must 
have.
3231. It would then have been easier for him to pack them up in the time ? Yes.
3232. Particularly if he had been shown over it a few days before ? Yes.
3233. And he had had the locality pointed out of these separate articles ? Yes.
3234. His Worship.] Had Mr. Quelch been shown over, and had the locality of those articles been pointed
out to him ? I believe so; I heard so. ■
3235. Mr. Abigail.] Who rang up the telephone for the police ? I did.
3236. Quelch did not seem to be very well, did he? No.
3237. He did not busy himself about as an industrious constable would? No ; it might have been his place 
to ring up the telephone.
3238. At any rate he did not suggest it, and when you suggested it to him he did not go to the telephone, and 
you did it ? And I did it.
3249. And some five or ten minutes afterwards the police came down? Yes.
3340. Do you remember a sailmaker’s palm being left there by some employee ? I could not swear to it, it 
might have been.
3241. The palm is what these men use for sewing with a large needle ? Yes.
3242. Had not you men in sewing frequently ? Oh yes, often. Of course that was twelve months’
before.
3243. And for that work these palms would be used? Yes.
3244. There were also hooks ? Yes.
3245. Eor pulling bales about ? Yes.
3246. Mr. Bull.] Mr. Abigail just finished by asking you about a palm? Yes.
3247. The thing that you described there was in use about twelve months before this ? I mistook him.
3248. I am only repeating what you said. When did you see what you call a palm ? It was about twelve 
or fourteen months prior to that. It was in 1894.
3259. Twelve months prior to this alleged burglary there you had seen this palm that you speak of? I did 
not see the palm that night. Exactly.
3250. You did not see anything of the sort which he describes there that night? No; I could not swear 
no seeing it.
3251. But somebody had been sewing bags or something of that sort some twelve months before, when 

^ something similar had been used by that person ? Yes.
>3252. Now this place, 1 understand, called a store, is some 30 or 32 feet long by about 12 or 14 feet wide ? 
pomething to that effect.
^253. And I suppose the goods which are kept there are kept sorted up in different places where those who 
ahe acquainted with the place can find them ? Yes.
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3254. Which of you, you or Coghlan, is more in the habit of sorting goods out for persons who may require 
them to be sent away to the different establishments 1 Sometimes he did them and sometimes I.
3255. Are you more expert than he? No, I could not say that. _
3256. Coghlan says somebody who knew where the goods were must have taken them from their places
making a careful assortment of the things, and that it would have taken him at least half an hour himself 
to have picked these things out and packed them as he found them packed. He says it would take anybody 
who did not know the run of the place certainly longer than that. I suppose you will agree that the person 
who ever put the goods there must have been there twenty minutes or half an hour before you came there . 
Yes. .
3257. Or he must have been there half an hour before you got there? He might have been there earlier.
3258. What you mean is that he might have been there shortly after 6, or shortly after you left the place. 
What time did you leave that afternoon ? I was not there.
3269. Do you know whether Coghlan was there that day ? Yes, he rang me up on the telephone.
3260. What time was that ? In the afternoon, about 4 o’clock.
3261. What time did Coghlan leave the place that afternoon ? 1 do not know. _
3262. Are there regular hours, or usual hours, for your occupation there ? The usual hour is half-past 4.
3263. At anv rate, Coghlan would have left between half-past 4 and 5 o’clock ? I could not say what time 
he leaves. He sometimes leaves at 6, and sometimes at 5.
3264. I suppose you would not be surprised to know that it was a little before 5 o’clock that he left that
afternoon ? I would nob be at all surprised. .
3265. Coghlan leaving, ivould anybody be in charge of the premises? Nobody.
3266. Possibly somebody got into that place between 5 and 6 o’clock. Possibly so.
3267. Certainly they must have been in for some time between 5 and 71 I could not say.
3268. Did not you tell us that it was shortly after 7 that you came on the scene ? a quar!er Past '•
3269. Did not you say “ about ten minutes, certainly not later than a quarter past 7 ”? About a quarter
past 7. . . .
3270. So that I say if Coghlan left the place a little before 5, then, whoever had been m that place unless 
they had been in in the daytime before Coghlan left—and that is not likely, is it ? No.
3271. Must have got into that place, say, between 5 and the time you came there—ten to a quarter past 7 i
They must have. _ . .
3272. And it must have been during that time that these things were sorted and chosen . Yes ; during
that time. _ r i. j- t u3273. And, besides sorting these goods and occupying the time that would be necessary for that, I would
suggest it would take some time to take these doors off their hinges ? Not very long.
3274. Have you tried it ? No. - .
3275. Tell me how many doors were taken off their hinges ? One door was off, and another was hanging off .
3276. But two different doorways ? Yes.
3277. We have not heard this before. How far distant would these doors be from one another where the 
hinges had been tampered with ? About a yard or a yard and a half.
3278. Different openings ? Yes. .
3279. Where did the smaller door open out into—into a shed or outhouse ? Yes. And that shed was
locked, and the door of that was off its hinges. _
3280. Is it a double door further on? That is the one I am talking about now.
3281. Then a large single door as well ? Yes.
3282. Does not that open out into the yard where a lot of empty cases are packed ? Yes.
3283. So that there are two doors opening into two distinct and and separate places? Yes.
3284. Are they partitioned off; is the shed partitioned from the yard where the empty cases were? No.
3285. But there is the side of the shed, which would form a partition? Yes.
3286. Going out through the smaller door, you could not get beyond the shed through the shed ? No.
3287. Going through the other doorway of which the hinges were off would lead you out into the yard, the 
premises outside, the enclosure where the empty cases were ? Yes.
3288. All that I suppose would take a little time ? It would not take very long.
3289. How long do you think now, as an expert at taking doors off hinges, it would take you ? _
3290. Mr. Abigail.} Are you an expert at taking doors off hinges? My friend objected to my putting a 
question like that to Quelch.
3291. His Worship?^ I must disallow that, as I have disallowed the other. _
3292. Mr. Bidl.} This gentleman is there, and he observes the doors are taken off the hinges, and now I 
ask him how long does he think it would take to take the doors off ? I am not an expert. I really could
iiot tell you. _ .
3293. I suppose this is an old building ? To my knowledge, it is about five or six years old.
3294. Now, did you not use this expression to Mr. Abigail when he asked you Quelch s manner as he sprang 
out, “ He was not alarmed ” ? Yes.
3295. Would you suppose, Mr. Newcombe, if Quelch was there, having noticed goods packed, and some 
interference with the place, if he was waiting there to surprise somebody who might return for this property, 
do you think he would light the place up ? No.
3296. Mr Abigail.} I object to that.
3297. Mr. Bull.} Would you ? No; not if I were a policeman. _ _
3298. There is no doubt about it, he was there fully dressed as a policeman in uniform ? Yes.
3299. Mr. Bull.} I would suggest it would be a rather ludicrous position for a policeman to find himselt m, 
burgling that place in full uniform, and carrying a chaff bag along the street?
3300. Mr. Abigail.} Oh, that would be easy, for he did not live very far away. And it he had been
detected he could have said, “ Oh, well, I am just taking it up to the station to report a robbery. )
3301. Mr. Bull.} Do you know where Mr. Quelch lives ? No. _ f
3302. Do you know that he would have to pass the Police Station on his way home, and that his place is
1,000 yards away at least from Myall House? I do not know where he lives. j
3303. Do you know George-street, Redfern ? Yes. j
3304. Do you know the Police Station in George-street, Redfern ? Yes, I do. '.
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3305. If Quelch lives about 80 yards from that station, how far would he have to go from “ Myall 
carrying this bag 1 Oh, I am not a judge.
3306. A fair half-mile 1 Something near it.
3307. Did you hear it said that Quelch had seen a man watching that place that evening ? Yes; 
made a remark like that.
3308. Did Quelch relate to you what he had done with regard to that man 1 Yes; he had followed him 
across the park, and there he missed him.
3309. Did Quelch tell you where he lost sight of the man? It w'as somewhere in the park, going out ofthe park. u > *
3310. Did not Quelch tell you that he himself had gone into the park to watch a man, and that he himself 
had walked along the park, and the man disappeared round in the direction of James street? All that 
I remember is this : that he said he followed the man through the park and lost sight of him.
3311. You never lit up the place until you returned with Quelch and Coghlan? No; \iben I went in 
first I struck a light.
3312. You struck a match simply ? Yes.
3313. How long were you engaged there as a clerk at “ Myall House” 1 How long was this place kept as 
a branch store of the Charities Department? I do not know exactly.
3314. I do not want to bind you down to a month? I might be twelve months out. I was there four or 
five years ; but prior to this burglary I had left there.
3315. Mr. Abigail.] You had gone to the head oifice? Yes. , '
3316. Mr. Bull.] Were you not there at all the week before the 26th? No.
3317. You were not engaged on the place at all at this time ? No; Mr. Coghlan rang me up that afternoon.
3318. And you had not been actually engaged on that place for how long? For about fourteen months.
3319. So that really in no capacity had you been there for fourteen months ? I had been there occasionally.
3320. But you had not been officiating there as a clerk ? No.
3321. Do you know some premises which were occupied for some time by Kimber ? Yes.
3322. They are immediately adjoining ? Yes.
3323. Do you know that very great and grave complaints had been made to the Police at Redfern with 
regard to the character of persons who were in the habit of infesting these premises of Kimber’s? No.
3324. Nor James-street ? No.
3325. Do you know as a fact that about that time and since frequent burglaries have been reported to the 
Police in that very vicinity ? No.
3326. Do you remember this that after you and Quelch and Coghlan went in, and the Police were telephoned 
for, it does not matter whom by, Senior-serjeant Bell and another Police officer came, who was the other ? 
I could not tell you.
3327. Were there two who came ? Yes.
3328. Do you remember then that a list of the articles which were then found packed up was written by 
one of the Police officers at the dictation of yourself or Coghlan ? There was a list taken. I could not 
swear who it was who took it. Yes, I can; one of the constables.
3329. At whose dictation? I could not swear whether it was at Mr. Coghlan’s dictation.
3330. It was not yours ? No. .
3331. As a fact as the things were taken out of the parcel or bag, were they not enumerated to the Police, 
and was not a list taken of the thiugs as they were enumerated ? No. They were taken down as they 
were handed out of the bag.
3332. That is what I want to get. Did you see that list ? I saw the list in the hands of the constable. I 
did not read it.
3333. Do you know that the officer who made out that list was Quelch ? I could not swear it.
3334. The class of good which were kept there was the class of goods used both for male and female, they 
were the class of goods usually supplied by Government Stores to the infirm and destitute asylums? Yes, 
anybody could use them.
3335. Mr. Abigail.] Male, female, and children ? Yes, they were just cotton tapes and needles.
3336. Mr. Bull.] It has been insinuated here that some Blucher boots were missing.
3337. Mr. Abigail.] I object to the form of the question.
3338. Mr. Ball. It has been stated that some Blucher boots were missing.
3339. His Worship.] Were there men’s boots among the articles ? Yes.
3340. Mr. Bull.] The class of boots was, I understand, what are ordinarily known as Cossack boots, 
Bluchers ? Yes.
3341. Do.you remember whether any of these were taken out of the parcels as you were there, were any of 
these enumerated on the list ? Yes.
3342. Would you kindly look at this list. Do you see any men’s boots of any description enumerated in 
that? [Exhibit 2Q.] Yes, there are women’s leather elastic boots.
3343. You see there are sizes given ohere for some of the boots or slippers. Are not they women’s? Yes, 
those are women’s boots.
3344. Now, look at the whole of that list from one end to the other and see if you can find anything 
approaching Nos. 9 or 10 men’s boots? No, I cannot see the boots.
3345. Was that list taken down in the presence of the Senior-serjeant and the other officer as well as 
Quelch ? Yes.
3346. You were all there ? Yes, we were all there. We were bustling about. I was ringing up Mr. Maxted.
3347. Mr. Abigail.] Now, you cannon swear that this is the list that was taken, can you? No.
3348. You only saw a list ? Yes.
3349. You cannot swear that that is fAe-list ? No.

I 3350. And when the list was being taken you were all talking I suppose ? Yes, I was’using the telephone.
\ 3351. For all you know Quelch might have taken this list himself? He might have, 

i 3352. And whether the Blucher boots are on the list or not for all you know this list might have .been 
.taken by Quelch himself without assistance from anybody? Yes.
8353. And'whether the Blucher boots., men’s, and men’s slippers are on that list or .not, you have no doubt, 
Newcombe, that they were‘'certainly’'taken out of their’accustomed places for .the purposes of‘.removal this 
night? Yes. ‘ ’3354.
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Yes.3354. And if they were not on the list, and the list was properly taken, they ought to he?
3355. You are satisfied about that ? Yes. _
3356. His Worship.] I will admit that the Blucher boots were in the bag and were omitted from the list. ^
3357. Mr. Abigail.] And the omission is peculiar, another element in this suspicion. At the time of this 
alleged burglary the Kimbers had left that place next door ? Yes.
3358. They were there for some time ? Yes. _
3359. For the whole of the time they were there was there ever a burglary or a robbery committed at that 
store? No.
3360. This was the first time after they had left? The first time.
3361. You were originally attached to Myall House? Yes. _
3362. And there was a large staff of clerks there up till within twelve or fourteen months prior to the date
of this alleged burglary ? Yes. .
3363. Most of you had been drafted down to the head office, leaving a small staff there and Coghlan in
charge of the store ? Yes. _
3364. And occasionally you used to be called up by telephone to come down and assist ? Yes, that would
be at night. _
3365. Now you are not a policeman. If you had been there to defend that store, to protect it, and you had 
seen a burglar leave the place, or you assumed that he had left the place, and you had gone in there and 
crouched down behind the door which you found detached from its hinges and canting over on its lock, 
would you have gone through to wait for the burglar? I should have had a look round first. .
3366. Mr. Bull.] Did you notice the second item which was enumerated upon this list, a material called
Russia Crash ? Yes. _
3367. Do you think that a police officer would himself know the trade name of such an article as that? 
Well, he might know something about it.
3368. Will you swear that Coghlan did not actually describe the article to him as he wrote it down? I do
not understand you. _ _
3369. You have heard Mr. Abigail’s further questioning of you with regard to this list, and he added to 
your answer that Quelch might have written this out by himself. Now I am asking you as to the second 
item on the list, “ Russia Crash,” will you swear that he did not get the nomination of that article, and the 
number of yards from Coghlan in your presence ? I could not swear it.
3370. Will you swear that he did not ? No.
3371. What is “ half-bleached holland, 46 yards”—what does that mean, half a roll ? I do not know.
3372. Will you swear that that very information was not given by Coghlan, so that he might writeit down?
No. . . • -u3373. Then, “Russia Crash, 14^ yards,” do you mean to tell the Commissioner that you did not hear that
information given by Coghlan? No, I could not swear to it.

Mr. J. A. 
Farnell.

3 NoC~1897.

3386. Right over?
3387. How long was he there altogether ?

Mr. James Abbott Farnell, clerk, Charities Department, was called and sworn :—
3374. Sis Worship.] What is your name ? James Abbott Farnell.
3375. .What are you? Clerk in the Charities Department.
3376. Mr. Abigail.] You were employed at the “ Myall House” Branch? Yes.
3377. And you were there on the 26th June, 1896 ? Yes.
3378. And you were there on the previous Monday ? Yes.
3379. Do you remember Senior-constable Quelch coming down? Yes.
3380. And having a conversation with Mr. Coghlan in your presence on the Monday or Tuesday ? Yes.
3381. Do you know what he came down about? It was about some information about an inmate at
Newington Asylum. ' •
3382. While he was there, I believe a storm came on? Yes. .
3383. And that detained him ? Yes. _ _
3384. And did you hear any conversation between the constable and Mr. Coghlan ? I heard a little ; just 
that the place would be easy to enter.
3385. Burglariously entered, do you mean? Yes, and then the only thing I know'was that Mr. Coghlan 
showed the constable over the place.

Yes. .
Oh, well, 1 could not say exactly, but I should think about an

hour and a half.
3388. But you know that Coghlan went up the ladder into the loft accompanied by the constable, and they 
remained there some time ? Yes.
3389. And while there was the telephone used ? Yes; I used the telephone.
3390. During that hour and a half ? Yes.
3391. In fact, you had to use this telephone about this Newington inmate while the constable was there ? 
Yes.
392. So that he could not have failed to have noticed that the telephone was there? No.
3393. He was standing near you at the telephone while it was used ? Yes.
3394. Did you see Coghlan also show him the door on the outside? Yes.
3395. And say anything about the hinges ? I would not be sure about the hinges, but I supposed that.
3396. But you know he took him outside ? Yes.

Did you hear any conversation while they were outs’de ? No.
You were not working back the night of the robbery ? Is o.
But you know that that front door was difficult to open ? Yes.
And made a noise ? Yes. j
A slight noise or a great noise ? Well—. ^Interrupt^d^ i

3402. Had it to be pushed with any force to open it ? Yes, it would make a little row ; not much to speak j
of, if you were careful about it. ;
3403. You know that there were two locks on this door? Yes. - . i
3404. And they were noisy locks ; you had to pull a bolt back, and then there was a Yale lock ? Yes.
3405. And it is a galvanised-iron building ? Yes. 3406.

3397.
3398.
3399.
3400.
3401.
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3406. A portion board and a portion galvanised-iron ; the front of it is galvanised-iron—the front of the Mr. J. A. 
store and the lean-to 1 I do not think the front is. Farnell.
3407. The left-hand side is all galvanised-iron i Yes ; of course there is a wooden partition inside. Then, tT" A 7T' 
on the right-hand side it is wood, as far as I know. ■ ov'’ '*
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Senior-constable William Edward Quelch was recalled :—
3408. Mr. Bull.] You have been some years in the Police Force ? Yes. Senior-
3409. Do you remember the Monday antecedent to the circumstances of the 26th of June, 18961 I do. constable
3410. What brought you down to “ Myall House” 1 I was sent from the station with a message written on W. E. Quelch. 
paper for the Government Asylums people to enquire round the whole of their asylums whether a certain
man had been admitted into any of the asylums since a certain date. I gave that to Mr. Coghlan, with ov',
the man’s name on. Mr. Coghlan got on to the Head Office, and asked for the information. Word came 
back that I would have to wait there they would have to turn up all the books for the information.
3411. And you did as a fact wait there 1 I had to wait there. Mr. Coghlan remained at the telephone.
3412. How long were you actually on the premises in connection with that duty 1 Several minutes elapsed 
before the information came back, as soon as the information came back I left.
3413. You have heard the last witness’s statement, Mr. Parnell’s, what portion of the premises were shown 
to you 1 What was done with regard to showing you over the premises as they described ? There is no 
need for showing over the premises at all.
3414. Mr. Abigail.] V7ere you shown over? I was not. '
3415. Mr. Bull.] Why is there no need to be shown over the premises?
3416. Mr. Abigail.] I object to that.
3417. Jlis Worship.] Were you shown over the premises ? No.
3418. Did you go over the premises ? No ; there is no need. The building has been measured by myself 
since.
3419. Were you in the store? I was in the main store oh this occasion, and the building is 12 feet wide 
and 32 feet long, extreme measurement. All round are racks, wire racks built right up from the floor up 
where this property is stacked. That is round the side. In the main entry there is a centre rack leaving . 
just a pathway right round it. Up at the end is a big table over which the gas is, your Worship. The 
telephone is over in the further corner, right the other side of this table. You would have to walk right 
round this table. That is where the telephone is. You can sit or stand at this table and just look round—■ 
just like that—and see everything. The up-stairs is only half the length of the store. You see it runs up
and then comes down in that way. The rear portion of the building is like an addition put on with 
weatherboard, with an iron roof. This back portion is a brick building. The little outhouse is a bit of a 
slope of galvanised iron.
3420. Mr. Bull.] Wha.t is called a skillion ? Yes. Inside is total darkness; shutters are on the windows 
of the main building, and there are two little windows right up high that abut on to the lane.
3421. In what portion of the premises were you on that day ? On this night, your Worship, as I generally 
do, I left the station with my relief at 6 o’clock.
3422. With regard to your visit there during the day before your going down in the afternoon or evening, 
how long do you say you w-ere there altogether? I should say, to the best of my belief, it would be about half 
an hour.
3423. Were you there an hour and a half ? Not at all.
3424. His Worship.] Were you told to keep an eye upon the place ? I cannot remember the remark at all.
3425. Mr. Bull.] Was there any occasion, was there any incident or circumstance, which would necessitate 
Coghlan’s saying to you, “ This will be a very easy place to break into ” ? If a remark such as that had been 
made use of by him, or if ever such a request had been made by him for this place to be watched, it would 
have been entered in the Complaint Book.
3426. His Worship.] That is to say, you have to enter it in the Complaint Book ? I would have to enter it 
and sign, and all the non-commissioned officers would have to put their signatures to it.
3427. Mr. Bull.] You never recollect hearing such a remark ? No.
3428. And, if you had heard it, your duty was to have made an entry in the book of that ? I would most
decidedly have done it. '
3429. As you have done in hundreds of instances ? Any instance that came under my notice I always put 
in the Rough Book.
3430. Then you left the premises. What time did you go on duty that day ? I think I would be going on 
at 6 o’clock that night.
3431. Have you any doubt that it was 6 o’clock ? I may have a.doubt. I can tell from the Occurrence 
Book.
3432. His Worship.] Is that the night you were found in the store ? On the night of the 26th I went on ' 
duty at 6 o’clock.
3433. Mr. Bull.] Where had you been before you went on duty ? I was at home.
3434. At your own place ? I never do go out anywhere.
3435. Where is that situated ? Just below the station.
3436. In George-street ? In George-street.
3437. And you came from your own house, where you had been all the time you were off duty, into the 
Police Station at 6 o’clock ? Into the Police Station, yes.
3438. Now, I want you to describe what you did from 6 o’clock ? At 6 o’clock the relief marched out, and 
it is customary for the senior-constables to see the constables away on their beats. It used to be the routine 
of the men going away over on 3 and 5 and the men going over on to 12 beat to go over together, walking 
along and gossiping together. Inspector Lawless gave instructions that as 1 and 2 beats were vacant 
during this hour, and it was quite as easy for the men to go down George-street and along Cleveland-street 

•over to 12 beat, that the man going over on to 12 beat was to go down and round Cleveland-street so as to 
avoid gossiping with the men on Nos. 1 and 2. Of course, the senior-constables would tell the constables 
to go that way. After they break off from their beats the senior-constable, whichever side he is on, then 
patrols his beat.
3439.. Where did you go that evening ? I went, as I generally did, over first into 3 and 5 beats. 3440.

t
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Senior- 3440. What direction would that be ?. Forsyth’s Rope Works—more in the direction of Cornwall s Brewery.
3441. Towards the Baptist Estate ? Yes. I passed through that ground, and I visited the constable, and 

* ' ^ne c ‘ then I passed on to the 12 beat, and would pick up the man who bad gone round Cleveland-street coming
3 Nov 1897 on 12 beat. I saw that man on 12 beat that night; to the best of my belief now I think it was Constable 

’ Brennan. I would not be positive ; but I think so. I met him at the corner of Cleveland and Baptist 
Streets.
3442. Which is Baptist-street? Right opposite Crown-street.
3443. As it were, a continuation of Crown street? Yes.
3444. How far would that be from “ Myall House ” ? You can just do it comfortably at the ordinary 
pace of a policeman in between ten and fifteen minutes.
3445. It is quite half a mile? Yes. I stood at the corner of Baptist and Cleveland Streets after the
constable had gone away. A gentleman came up and said something to me. _ . _ .
3446. Who was that ? I do not know who he was. He was asking me for some information. Whilst I 
was so speaking there to the gentleman—I was not on the footpath, I was more off the footpath into the 
roadway—Superintendent Read came up from the direction of Howling-street, going towards the city.
3447. What time would that be ? As near as I can tell it would be just gone 7 o’clock. The Superintendent 
passed some remark to me about gossiping. Of course, I suppose the Superintendent thought I had been 
there some time. He then continued along Cleveland-street, and I followed in the same direction. That 
would be going then towards “ Myall House.” I met the man coming out at 7 o clock. I continued on 
until I got to the corner of Castlereagh-street. I stood at the corner of Castlereagh-street for a few 
minutes, as we have received complaints from the business people there of the larrikins, and then I walked 
along towards Pitt-street. “ Myall House” then would be between the two—between Castlereagh and Pitt 
Streets. That would be the front entrance. About 20 or 30 yards this side—that would be my side of 
“ Myall House” the electric light was alight. I then noticed a man standing under the big pepper-tree 
that hangs from “ Myall House” front. He crossed over directly opposite to the other side of Cleveland- 
street. I noticed it, and I continued on to the corner of Pitt-street. That would be just about the same 
distance the other side of “ Myall House.”
3448. You had passed where he had been standing? Yes.
3449. To the corner of the next street ? Pitt-street. I turned the corner of Pitt-street, making out that I 
had gone round.
3450. As if you were going in the opposite direction? Yes. I stayed and watched. As soon as he saw 
that I was round the corner, this individual who had passed directly over recrossed back again into his 
former position. When I saw that I crossed Cleveland-street, and went in the main gates of the Prince 
Alfred Park.
3451. They open out opposite Pitt-street ? Right dead opposite. ^
3452. How far would that gate opening be from this pepper tree in the front of “ Myall House ? I suppose
about 70 yards. I went along inside the railings in the dark, thinking that I had got there unobserved, 
and when I got almost parallel with the man he walked away towards Castlereagh-street. I continued along 
inside the railings to the middle gate, near the public school, which would bring me out into Cleveland-street 
again. ’
3453. There is no other means of getting from the park until you reach the small gate near the school. 
Hot unless you get over the railings. I came out then and went towards Castlereagh-street myself. This 
individual went round Castlereagh-street to the right, which would bring him up to James-street. .
3454. At the rear of “ Myall House”? Yes; when I got to Castlereagh-street I could not see anything of 
him. Then something came into my mind about a store. I thought of all the gas fittings of Mr. Poole s 
house, and Mr. Johnson’s house, and Mr. Glover’s house, and I went back to “ Myall House. I went up the 
flight of steps going into the front door, and tried the front door and the two front windows, and came down 
again and went round the side to the back to see whether the back door was open. . At the best of times, 
when 1 am on duty I have generally got clod-hoppers on ; they are generally clad with boot-protectors my 
duty boots. I went round to the back and found that all secure, too. From the hack I went then up to 
the main entry door of the store of the main building. That was all secure with a brass padlock on it. 
From there I turned in a little opening to the left, a 2-foot opening running parallel with the building, with

• the galvanised iron fence covering the urinals. I went into that opening. Twelve feet from the entrance 
to that opening there was another door belonging to an out-house. I noticed that door was off its hinges. 
I went inside of that. When I got inside of that I could see then through the dark the wicket-gate in the 
back gate was open. It only had a bolt to it—no lock at all. The wicket-gate was open. I passed right 
through, and went out into James-street round to Burnett-street, where the larrikins generally congregate, 
just right at the back of Kimber’s gate. _ _ j o r
3455. So you had left the Myall premises altogether, going to the wicket out into the lane behind ? I went 
out into the public thoroughfare. After looking round James and Burnett Streets, I retraced my steps 
back again in through the wicket, and bolted it. At the top of the main gates above the wicket-gate there is

’ also a space any one could also get over, or in or out. It is there to this day. When I got to the door I 
first entered—that would be the door off its hinges—I heard footsteps. The first thing I then saw was a 
figure coming out of the corner 12 feet from the door. _
3456. You have made a plan of the whole of this place? Yes, and measured it myself.
3457. Mr. Abigail.] I object to it.
3458. His Worship.] There is no ohjeetion to that.
3459. Mr. Bull.] You have measured every distance ? Yes. . _
3460. You swear this plan is made by you, and it is an accurate sketch or plan of the premises ? Yes, every
measurement was made by myself, and in the presence of one of the ladies who live there now. [Exhibit
No. £3.] _ _
3461. Mr. Abigail.] I wish your Worship would go and visit the place ?
3062. His Worship.] If it is necessary I will go and see it. _
3063. Mr. Bull.] This is James-street, at the rear of the premises? Yes, and that is Burnett-street.
3064. This is Cleveland-street in the front of the house ? Yes.
3065. And this describes the whole of the “Myall House” premises? Yes. _ . . .
3066. Which is the gate which you speak of ? That is here. The top of the gate has a big openmg in it.
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You can get over, in or out. oUo/.
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3067. Is that the gate in which there is a wicket i Yes.
3068. Then you had gone right through these premises i Yes.
3069. Which door was it that you saw open? This one here. You cannot see that because as soon as you 
enter here you are in utter darkness.
3070. You have marked this door “unhinged”? Yes.
3071. Having gone out you came in and bolted that ? The wicket-gate, yes, and as soon as I bolted the 
wicket-gate I heard footsteps coming, and when I got to this door the first thing I saw was a figure coming 
round a corner of this galvanised fence. It is 12 feet away from that door to that corner.
3472. I see you have marked here “ W.C.”? Yes.
3473. Is that the position of the w.c. ? That is the position of the w.c.
3474. And a urinal here, too ? Yes, and then there is another shed here, a w.c.
3475. Hearing the footsteps what did you do? I listened for a second and saw a figure at this corner. 
And then there is a little opening of 2 feet parallel with this building, and these doors run that way parallel 
with this building.
3476. Mr. Abigail.] I dispute this; this little store here is not all this distance away. It is only about 2 
feet away from the main door? It is 12 feet from that door to that corner there, and it is 20 feet from that 
door round there to that door where Mr. Dacey says is only 12 feet.
3477. Mr. Bull.] I am not attempting to put this plan in as an accurate plan, but to describe the doors.
It is a matter of convenience for the evidence. This doorway leads, as I understand it does, into this 
outhouse or shed ? Yes. '
3478. Now, you have described that you came along, and hearing footsteps you saw a .figure coming round 
this fence ? Yes.
3479. Does that describe the fence ? Yes, that is a galvanised-iron fence.
3480. Is this a galvanised fence ? Oh, no; that is a line of sight.
3481. From there to the corner of this fence is 12 feet? Yes.
3482. You say you saw a form coming round there ? Yes.
3483. What did you do ? I sprang out and grabbed him, and he made himself known who he was ?
3484. Who was that? Mr. Coghlan. • '
3485. Where did you come from ? I had come right through from the street then. As soon as I came
through the gate I heard the footsteps, and when I got to the door I sprang out and grabbed him. It was 
lucky he made himself known, too. ‘
3486. What did he say? I said to him, “It is lucky you made yourself known, Mr. Coghlan.”
3487. Now, you heard Coghlan’s description? Yes.
3488. And Newcombe’s ? Yes.
3489. Where was Newcombe at this time that you say you sprang out to Coghlan ? I did not see him at all.
3490. When, so far as you remember, did Newcombe come on the scene ? After I had got Mr. Coghlan I 
heard a noise. He came out of the store.
3491. What direction would Newcombe come from ? This way. From here and round there.
3492. Round that galvanised-iron fence and round to where you and Coghlan were ? Yes. .
3493. Yon have heard them describe that you rushed out of this place in the act of falling almost through 
this doorway which was unhinged ? Oh, no.
3494. Had you been in there at all? Of course I passed through here, but not this place.
3495. Is this the main store here ? Yes. And then this is merely a bit of an outshed with a double door.
It is parallel, let in with the same gable. .
3496. How many doors were there off the hinges ? This door and these doors. This padlock was intact 
so that it was impossible to remove the door.
3497. You mean the double door was still fastened with its padlock ? This outside door was still fastened 
with its padlock. There was no padlock on these doors because they were fastened from the inside and 
since both these doors have been barred up.
3498. Is this a double-door? No, it is a single door. v
3499. What do you mean by “ the padlock was intact ” ? The hasp was on and the padlock was locked so 
that it was impossible for anyone to shift the door away.
3500. It was not undone ? No.
3501. This is as a fact where you were at the time that you heard the footsteps ? Yes.
3502. And you really were in the vicinity of that door when you first saw Coghlan ? Yes ; or the man who 
afterwards turned out to be Coghlan.
3503. Was it light here ; was there any light of any description ? It was not very light because I do not 
think the moon had got up then very much.
3504. We were told that it was about rising. What I mean is was there any artificial light? No; the 
only light is at the corner of Burnett-street.
3505. But that would not assist you at all? No, because there is a high fence here and the side of the 
shed too.
3506. You sprang out, surprising Coghlan, and said, “It is a good job you disclosed who you were” ? Yes.
3507. Tell us then what took place ? As soon as Mr. Newcombe joined us we then all went into the store. 
The gas was then, I think, lit by Mr. Newcombe over the table. As soon as ever the gas was lit that was 
the first sign we saw that anything had happened.
3508. The lighting of the gas disclosed ? Disclosed the place all ransacked, heaps of things all packed up 
ready for removal, and then we noticed one of these large com sacks just inside of the double door there in 
the outshed almost full of things. I suggested to ring up the station.
3509. You did ? I suggested that, and Mr. Newcombe I think it was who went and rang up the station and 
shortly afterwards Senior-serjeant Bell came.
3510. Now what had you upon you ? What do you mean ?
3511. What weapons, if any, did you carry? I had my helmet, jumper, my handcuffs, baton, and loaded revolver!
3512. At the time that you first saw this form coming round this galvanised-iron fence had you your 
helmet on ? Yes.
3513. Was it off under any circumstances? Not at all.
3514. You say you had your loaded revolver and your baton. Where were you carrying these things?
My baton in my pocket here and my revolver at my side on a strap served out to us. 3515.

Senior- 
constable 

W. E. Quelch.

3 Nov., 1897.
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Senior- 3515. I suppose, as a matter of absolute duty, that would be upon you when you left 1 I would be reported 

constable jf ^ was no£_
W. E. Quelch. 3g^0_ And loaded? Yes. We never know the moment we maybe trapped. The inspector sometimes 
3 Nov 1897 as^s us s^ow them to examine them.
' ’ 3517. You would be liable to inspection, and if caught napping would be reported? Yes. In fact at one

time Mr. Lawless reported some of the men for not having them on, and since then we have always been 
careful to have them on. As soon as the light was lit up it was then seen that all these articles were there. 
A telephone message was sent and Senior-serjeant Bell came down.
3518. Who were they? Senior-serjeant Bell and Senior-constable Harrison. Mr. Newcombe and Mr. 
Coghlan were there also.
3519. Were these things found in the bag; were they left in the condition that you first found them ? In 
the same condition.
3520. Until Bell and Harrison came ? Yes.
3521. You heard Mr. Abigail’s question to Newcombe whether you were armed with 
anything in your hand ; you heard the suggestion that you were ill ? Yes.
3522. I suppose Bell and Harrison had ample opportunity to see your condition ? Yes.
3523. Were you ill or unwell under any circumstances? Not at all.
3524. On the contrary, the accusation against you, as a rule, is that you are rather too
plucky and cheeky ? That is generally the case. •
3525. If anything you are too cheeky, and too zealous, and too courageous? That is it.
3526. I say that is generally the complaint against you, particularly by people you 
“ strong ” is the usual expression, that you are rather too “ strong.” Was there anything 
or anything in your conduct then to warrant any such assumption? Not at all.
3527. Were you there to burgle this place? Not in the least. If I wanted to do such a thing as that I do
not think I should select that locality, and that time, and the garb that I was dressed in. .
3528. His Worship.^ You heard it suggested that you had your hat in your hand ; is there any truth in 
that? No.
3529. You had it on your head ? Yes.
3530. There was no light ? No. _
3531. It was quite dark? Utter darkness. The clerks have not said anything about the shutters, which 
were all shut to.
3532. Mr. Bull.] Then, the gas being lit inside, that for the first time illumined the place ? Lighted up 
the place.
3533. About these screw-drivers, where were they seen, how were they found? As far as I can recollect 
now the little one was on a recess and the big one was on the floor.
3534. Near where ? Nearer to the table.
3535. Need I suggest or ask is either of these your property; were they ever seen by you under any 
circumstances before they were found on these premises? Never. I do not know them. I thought it was 
the property of the store.
3536. There are certain initials upon one, the big one? Yes.
3537. F. L. P. ? Yes.
3538. That is the brand, mark, or initial? Yes. _
3539. Do you remember Mr. Abigail in the early stage of this investigation mentioning the surname of
Philpott ? Yes. • _ _
3540. Your Worship will see at once my friend’s insinuation. [To the witness.] You married a widow 
lady ? I married a widow lady named Philpotts.
3541. Were any of the Philpott family, so far as you know, carpenters ? No.
3542. How many of them are living ? Two sons.
3543. And what business are they ? Shoemakers. The other brother, the husband of the lady now. my
wife, was in business as a shoemaker and kept the Alexandria Boot Palace. ‘
3544. Well, then, the police station was rung up ? Yes.
3545. And Senior-serjeant Bell and Senior-constable Harrison came down ? Yes.
3546. I want you to describe what took place when they came ? When they came down I would not be 
sure, but I think it was myself suggested to the senior-sergeant, but I would not be positive on the point,

. whether it would be necessary to take a list of the articles; at any rate, it was decided that a list would be 
taken ; Mr. Coghlan supplied all the paper that you see with the brass paper-binder.
3547. Who took that down ? I wrote it down.
3548. At whose dictation ? Mr. Coghlan’s. _ _ _ _
3549. Is that the actual list of the property, as described by Coghlan to you ? This is the very list, with 
the addition of these pieces of paper on the end of the table there. [Exhibit No. 20.]
3550. Blank sheets? Yes.
3551. Did you see the articles taken from these parcels, packages, or bags ? As Mr..Coghlan took'them out
he gave the names of the articles. ■ _
3552. He described them? Yes, he gave the names of the articles, and whatever it was, and the quantity 
of material and the initials ; I do not understand them now.
3553. As he dictated it to you, so you wrote it down? Yes, so I wrote it down.
3554. Now, you have heard it said that there is an omission in that list ? Yes.
3555. Is that so ? Not an omission.
3556. You have heard it said that there were 9’s and 10’s Blucher boots? There was not a Blucher boot 
there, not packed; of course, there are plenty in the store, but there was not a Blucher boot there packed.
3557. His Worship.] Or put together to take away? Not one; every article that was there packed is here
as described by Mr. Coghlan himself. _ _
3558. AndT notice there the nomination of an article called “Russia crash I do not know what it is 
now.
3559. That is the description of an article nominated to you by Coghlan? Yes.
3560. What was done with that list ? It was taken to the station with a note of the 
on the back.
3561. Did you there and then in anybody’s presence write a note of the occurrence?
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3562. Who were present at that time ? Senior-serjeant Bell, Mr. Coghlan, and Mr. Newcombe. I think 
Senior-constable Harrison had left.
3563. And was that attached to the list and taken by you to the Police Station ? Yes.
3564. Bead what you wrote. Has this pencil-writing that you are going to read been attached to these two 
lists? It was the back portion.
3565. Put that back again just in the shape in which it has been in the Police possession ever since it was
made by you 1 [ Witness did as requested.]
3566. Now, fold it as it has been? \Witness did as requested.]
3567. That is the position in which this thing has been all along in the possession of whom? Myself.
3568. That pencilled writing you wrote at the time in the store before you left, in the Senior-serjeant’s 
presence ? Yes.
3569. Now, read it please? [Witness read, with the aid of a magnifying glass.] “ Between 7T5 and 7’30 
p.m., 26th instant, about 5 ft. 8 in., dressed in dark clothes; went into park ; saw me watching ; cleared 
round Castlereagh-street, could not see him. [Exhibit No. 20.] Returned, found door open, a man then 
came ; pounced out on him ; turned out to be the clerk. As soon as light was struck it was found they 
had also taken the hinges off all doors inside, and all sorts of goods heaped ready for removal. Branded 
with Government Asylums’ brand. Two screw-drivers found in store. Clerks suspects the push next door, 
who, he says, were a bad lot. The next yard is Kimber’s yard.”
3570. This slip of paper [showing another slip of paper to witness] was torn by Mr. Abigail off the second 
page of that list when I was handing it in the other day to some witness ? Yes.
3571. Mr. Abigail.] Upon Mr. Bull agreeing that it had nothing to do with it.
3572. Mr. Bull.] Upon an admission by both of us that it had nothing to do with the list which was then 
taken ? I think it has a lot to do with it.
3573. It has nothing to do with the list ? No.
3574. When was it written by you? At the station.
3575. That is when you returned to the station? When I returned to the station. The watch-house 
keepers, that is the sergeant and the constable, have generally got a piece of blue or red pencil on the desk. 
I just simply picked up the piece of pencil and wrote that short memo, there.
3576. And that memo, was written by you and remained attached to that until it was torn off? The last 
court day.
3577. It really had no relation to the list? No; not at all.
3578. But it does refer to a circumstance which happened before you reached Myall House? Yes.
3579. In fact it is a memorandum of the*circumstance of your having seen the Superintendent ? [Exhibit 
No. 20.] A memorandum of my having met the Superintendent.
3580. A personal memorandum you made at that time ? Yes.
3581. You took ihis list to the station. Did you make a report? I gave the list and the report entered 
there, and the report was entered by the constable in the book.
3582. Now read it ? [Exhibit No. 24.] “ Between 7 and 7'30 p.m., 26th instant (June, 1896), S. C. Quelch,
on passing the Government Asylums’ store, at the rear of Myall House, Cleveland-street, Bedfern, found 
that the back door had been forced open by unscrewing the hinges of the door. The place was ransacked, 
and a quantity of the stores were packed up in a sack ready for removal. Two screw-drivers were also 
found in the store. Nothing at present missing.”
3583. And the time it was made ? It was made at that time and “ routed ” round the metropolitan districts 
on 26/6/96.
3584. His Worship.] What do you mean by “routed”? Sent round the whole of the metropolitan district.
3585. Mr. Bull.] The information then entered in the book is sent to other metropolitan police stations?
Yes. .
3586. What are you looking at? I am looking at the “route” of a similar occurrence. “Sent from Redfern 
at 1-2 in the morning. Routed by the serjeant at the station.”
3587. Now these things were found at this place, it is described, in what is called a chaff-bag ? Yes.
3588. Did you carry any such thing to those premises that night 2 Not at all. I paraded at the station 
at 6 o’clock in uniform.
3589. You passed your parade at the station when you left it and before leaving it? Yes.
3590. In the presence of the inspector. Yes.
3591. I suppose a 3-bushel bag would not be easily carried inside or under your tunic ? I do not think so.
3592. And, supposing that these things were to be carried away by you, give his Worship some idea of the
traffic in this particular spot about that time in the evening, 7 o’clock ? Cleveland-street, in particular, is 
always pretty well thickly populated. -
3593. And you heard Mr. Newcombe say that the moon was rising ? Yes.
3594. How far would it be, as a matter of distance, from “ Myall House,” by any route that you could go,
to your own house ? I should say half a mile. '
3595. And you really would have to pass through the principal streets and past the Police Station? Yes,
and the principal people in the district, too ; in fact, I would have to pass Mr. Coghlan’s house, too. I do 
not think the quantity of goods that was there packed ready for removal, and those that were not packed, 
but were all ready for removal—I do not think a man could carry them. I think he would want to get a 
cart. 1
3596. Now, listen to this. Is this true, speaking of one of the two clerks—“ The place where they stood 
yarning is not more than about 12 feet away from the door behind which Quelch was hidden ” ? Their 
evidence is that they stood at the front door ; that is 20 feet away, and then it is at right angles. •
3597. But, as a fact, did you hear these two people in conversation ? Not at all. .
3598. Was there any person, so far as you knew or heard, in conversation ? Not one.
3599. Were you hidden behind one of the doors ? No.
3600. Speaking of his having kicked some case or something of the sort on his way to the door; the charge
says: “The place where they stood yarning is not more than 12 feet away from the door behind which
Quelch was hidden. One of the clerks finally went into the main building and lit the gas and called out,
‘ What did you leave the middle door open for ’ ? The door had also been taken off its hinges. The other 
clerk had been to one of the outhouses, and when he came out of the outhouse he put his knee against an
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empty case opposite an outhouse door broken off its hinges, and placed it in a 
Is it true that he called out, “What did you leave the middle door open for”? 
no such remark.
3601. Did you hear any such voice from anybody inside the building? No; 
man was there.
3602. In fact you had interfered with the man whom you saw approach before 
at all ? Yes.
3603. “The door had also been broken off its hinges”? Yes. ... .
3604. “ When he came out of the outhouse he put his knee against an empty case and placed it in line with 
some other cases”? It is impossible to do it. How could they do it, when the door was intact in the lock?
3605. You have read that to mean that the door was placed in line with the others? Most decidedly.
3606. “This so disturbed the burglar inside the door that he pushed the door open and rushed out.” Is
there an atom of truth in that ? Not at all. .
3607. Mr. Abigail!] We say that a case was placed against other cases—not a door.
3608. Mr. Bull.] “ The man who rushed out of the building was, strange to say, Senior-constable Quelch. 
Coghlan said, ‘ What’s this,’ ■whereupon Quelch said, ‘ Some one has been in, and has got away over the 
fence.’ ” Was that said? What did you say to Coghlan with regard to the place ? I did not say anything 
to him. Mr. Coghlan was in the act of buttoning up his trousers, and I think I almost frightened the life 
out of him. He could hardly speak at the time.
3609. And that is when you used the expression “ It is a good job you disclosed who you were ” ? Yes.
3610. Did Coghlan say to you, “What’s this ” ? I never heard such an expression.
3611. And did you in reply say, “ Somebody has been in, and has got away over the fence” ? No; I did 
not say any such thing at all. It clearly indicates that he did not get over the fence by the wicket gate 
being open.
3612. His Worship.] Did you expect to find anybody in the store, or did you think they had gone? 
I thought they had gone, seeing the door open.
3613. And you did not expect to find them inside? No.
3614. Mr. Bull.] The place inside would be absolutely dark ? Utter darkness—all shutters.
3615. You have heard of a candle which it is said somebody had used inside? Yes.
3616. Did you take up a whole candle—a piece of candle the size of this small screw-driver? No such 
thing.
3617. Had you any such thing at all ? None at all.

\_At 1 p.m. the Commission was adjourned until £ y.ra.]

On resuming after lunch,—
Senior-constable W. E. Quelch’s examination was continued

3618. Mr. Bull.] The last question I asked you had relation to the piece of candle which was picked up. 
Now, tell me this, besides making these reports which you did make, the production of the books shows 
what is your knowledge with regard to this very locality ? It is a very bad knowledge ; it is infested with 
complaints from the residents.
3619. Of what character or nature ? Of larrikins—they term them hoodlums—insulting ladies and females, 
and smashing electric light globes, putting the place in utter darkness ; robberies in the houses.
3620. Speaking of some of the houses in Pitt-street, near its junction with James-street, were robberies
reported and inquired into with regard to the gas fittings being stolen from a number of houses there ? 
Alderman Poole’s—Mr. Brush’s house, all the gas fittings were taken down; the big robbery at Mr. 
Benwick’s—the father of Sir Arthur Renwick. Over £100 worth were stolen from Mr. Stedman’s, and 
then another big robbery; and then at Glover’s place. _
3621. Speaking of these premises immediately adjoining Myall House, they were for some time tenanted by 
Kimber ? Por many, many years ; before ever I went to the district.
3622. Was there a complaint with regard to the class of people who were about the premises? That place
was where we looked for horse stealers, and anything like that. _
3623. You say Senior-serjeant Bell was there during the time—the whole of the time—from the time that
the Police arrived. Who left first ? Senior-constable Harrison went first. I think I and the senior- 
serjeant went away together. _
3624. What did you do with regard to the premises after leaving there? I went to the station and gave 
in the form, and I received instructions then to find Constable MTntosb, and place him there in charge of the 
store. I went, and I retraced the beat so as to meet him, and I found him and placed him in charge of the 
store until he was relieved by another constable at 10 o’clock. He was relieved by another constable at 10 
o’clock, and that constable remained there the whole night.
3625. Until this matter was mooted in the House by Mr. Dacey, and until you read some newspaper report
with regard to some insinuation or suggestion that you were the burglar, had the matter in any sense been 
brought or mooted against you ? I never heard of such a thing. ,
3626. How long were you married ? Have you been twice married ? Yes.
3627. How long have you been married to your present wife ? In 1890.
3628. What family have you? I was left with two children by my first wife ; and when I married the wife 
that is now, she had two children; and I have had two since. ■
3629. That is six in the family ? Six in the family. _ _ _
3630. You have heard a question asked McIntosh with regard to some want of instruction or insinuation 
about neglect of duty in the matter of these beats? Yes.
3631. Kindly explain to the Commissioner what that is ? At 6 o’clock, or at any other time during the
day, the constable passing over on the 12 beat used to join in the company of the 3 and 5, and they used 
to walk gossiping together right from the Redfern Post-office over to Young-street. This gossiping of 
the constables came under the notice of Inspector Lawless personally and he gave instructions that the 
constable going over on to 12 beat was not to join in company with the man on 3 and 5 and walk all the 
way along Redfern-street gossiping, and that in future he would have to go down George-street and pass 
along Cleveland-street to his beat. - 3632.
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3632. How was that information communicated to the policemen 1 By the senior-constables. Senior-
3633. You heard McIntosh say that he understood there had been some alteration, but it had not been
reported by you to him, and there was some difference between you with regard to it ? I noticed him taking ' ' jf ' 
the usual course one day, joining in with this man on 3 and 5, and I drew his notice to it, about the new 3 •^•ov jggy 
order of the inspector. The constable said, “ Well, I have not been acquainted with it.” I said, “ You had ’ _
better‘be careful in future as it is Inspector Lawless’ order, and no doubt if he catches you gossiping with 
this other constable it will necessitate us having to report you.” I said, “I do not want to do that because ..
I have always found you a very good constable and very willing.”
3634. Mr. Abigail.] Now, you having heard the evidence given by Coghlan and by Farnell as to what 
occurred on the Monday or Tuesday previous to the 26th June your cridence now is a complete denial of 
what they say took place on that day ? Not to all of it.
3635. Yes, because they say that you were there an hour and a half? It is impossible for me to be there 
that long. I said I was there about half an hour. '
3636. First you said you were only waiting there a few minutes, and immediately you got the reply, which
took a few minutes to get, you left, and then afterwards you told us that you were there from first to last 
half an hour ? I say altogether about half an hour. '
3637. Would it be about an hour ? No.
3638. About half an hour ? Yes.
3639. You also deny that you were shown over the place, although Coghlan swears positively that you were
not only shown over the whole building, but taken up the ladder into the loft, and shown where each article .
was put. Do you deny that ? I do.
3640. You deny that Coghlan is correct when he says that you took up some of the articles shown to you 
in the stock, and that you spoke of the value of them ? I did not hear Mr. Coghlan say such a thing.
3641. If Mr. Coghlan said that it is incorrect? It is.
3642. Your denial is tantamount to saying that he is merely drawing on his imagination ? Yes, perhaps 
something else.
3643. That means, “ Perhaps something worse ” ? No.
3644. You say, “Perhaps something else ; you mean that perhaps he is influenced by somebody ? I do.
3645. Or his own motive is to injure you ? I believe so. 1 have never seen the man from that day to 
this; but Mr. Dacey has seen him.
3646. You believe that Mr. Dacey has influenced him to injure you? I do. '
3647. You think that Mr. Coghlan is a man who would be influenced by Mr. Dacey, or anybody else, to 
injure you ? I do.
3648. Against whom he has got no enmity at all on your own admissions ? I do.
3649. Why should Coghlan want to injure you ? I am sure I could not say. I have had no conversation 
with him, and never interviewed him at all.
3650. Do you think it is because he does not believe your first statement to him that there was a burglar,
and that he believes it is moonshine ? I do not know. I
3651. Do you think that if anybody got over the fence it was your shadow ? I did not get over the fence.
3652. Is he correct or incorrect when he says that he went to the fence and wanted to get over to see if 
there were footprints, and you said “ Oh, no, don’t do that,” because he could not see it ? I heard him 
swear it here.
3653. Is it true or untrue ? It is untrue. I never heard such a foolish remark.
3654. Is it true that, as he alleges, and he is borne out by the other witness, Newcombe, that you got out 
of this door which was hanging on the lock, the hinges of which had been taken off, and that you got out 
of the skillion room underneath the door which was canting on the lock ? No, not at all.
3655. You say that before you had collided with Coghlan you had never been inside that skillion room ?
Most decidedly.
3656. I want to put to you categorically the things which these other witnesses swear, and which in every 
instance you have denied, and to avoid any misapprehension I want you to contradict, if you can and if you 
dare, everyone of those three. Of course, as a constable, you see at once the wisdom of denying everything ?
3657. Mr. Bull.] I object to this.
3658. Mr. Abigail.] Perhaps my friend thinks he is the only person to be heard here. Do you not know, 
do you not see the wisdom as a constable of denying all that these other three people said occurred in order 
to show your innocence ? I would not deny it if it had been the truth.
3659. Would you admit your guilt? I would. If I was guilty of such an offence as that I would say,
“ Do away with me at once.”
3660. That is what we are going to try to do. Do you see this : if their evidence is not denied by you you 
can see at once there is no possible escape for you. If their evidence is believed there is such a case against 
you that it is impossible for you to escape the charge of being a burglar ?
3661. Mr. Bull.] I object to the question.
3662. Bis Worship.] He can deny the statements, and that is all you can ask. .
3663. Mr. Abigail.] I can test his motives for denial.
3664. His Worship.] Granted that all their statements are absolutely correct, it does not make him a burglar.
3665. Mr. Abigail.] It involves him in such a cloud of suspicion that if you take it in connection with the 
other cases which are coming on, you must find him guilty.
3666. His Worship.] Clouds of suspicion are not facts. {To the witness): Do you not admit that you were 
in the store ? I was in the outshed.
3667. Mr. Abigail.] Were you in the main building or the skillion ? Never.
3668. Were you in any part of the store where the stock is? Never.
3669. Do you deny that Coghlan, when you went there on the Monday or Tuesday prior to the 26th of
June—do you deny absolutely that Coghlan told you to go and look round the premises, that it was a very 
easy place to burglariously enter, and that there were suspicious characters about ? He never made such a 
remark to me. If such a request had been made that is the book it would be in. [Pointing to the Informa
tion Booh.] ,
3670. You mean that it would have been your duty to enter it? It would.
3671. But it is quite possible, if the request were made and you had forgotten it, that you would have
forgotten to enter it in that book ? But I did not forget it. 3672.
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Senior- 3672. You only go this far. In answer to Mr. Bull you say this, that you have no recollection of Coghlan 
constahle saying it ? I say that he did not say it. .
' ' 7ue c ' 3673. Now, in answer to me, you go further—you go to the very extreme that you could possibly go to and

3 Nov 1897 say absolutely that he is incorrect 1 I think I swore before dinner that he did not give me that advice.
. ’ 3674. Now, after dinner, you emphatically say that Coghlan is untruthful! He did not give me that

advice. -
3675. And if he swore it he is swearing what is false 1 He is.
3676. That he is a perjurer, and you are not? I did not pass any comments on Coghlan at all.
3677. Although you think he is a man who could be easily influenced to injure you ? I do. .
3678. So that he is a man who if he could be easily influenced in that way, from the same motive he could
be induced to commit perjury ; that is your opinion of him 1 I do not say he is such. I say myself that
he has not got the facts of the occurrence in his mind.
3679. He has sworn to them ? He has sworn to them. _ _
3680. And remember that there were only three of you there who knew anything about the earlier facts 
prior to the police coming in answer to the telephonic communication, so that you see you have denied all 
that the only people who could have sworn as to the occurrence have sworn ? Yes.
3681. And it is your oath against the other two ? Yes. _ ...
3682. So that, if it is a question of credibility, you will admit at once that the weight of evidence is against
you ? I will not ; no. . . .
3783. Will you not admit that, there being the evidence of two respectable people against you, the weight 
of evidence is against you ? So you put it; you mean in numbers.
3784. Now, you will admit that they are truthful in one or two particulars. Let us state them. You will 
admit that they are truthful when they say that they could not give you the information that you wanted 
about this inmate in the asylum, and that they had to telephone, and that you waited while they telephoned ? 
It was not information they could give. They had to go to the Head Office for it, at my request. ■
3785. You will admit that they are correct in saying that you had to wait? Most decidedly I do. It
saved me the trouble of going down town. _
3686. And that you knew that the telephone was there ? I should think I did. How often did the Bedfern 
police go there ?
3687. But, you see, you admit the telephone is there ? Yes. .... »
3688. And you know that the only escape from the inquiry, “if you were inside waiting for the return of
the burglar, and there was a telephone there, why did not you go for it,” is to say that you were not in 
there at all ? I could have gone away for miles, and no one have known anything different. _
3689. And there would not have been this charge ? You would not have known anything about it.
3690. You see, also, they are correct when they say that they saw a man outside in the street, but who 
afterwards turned out to be Jamieson ? I do not know.
3691. You know you spoke to Jamieson that night outside ? No, I do not.
3692. Did you speak to him after? No.
3693. Have you spoken to him since ? I have since.
3694. Did not you see him speaking to somebody in one of the houses nearer Castlereagh-street than “ Myall 
House” that night ? No.
3695. Did you see him in a barber’s shop that night? No.
3696. Did you speak to him at all that night ? No. _
3697. Have not you reported at the Police Station that you did? Nothing of the sort. _ _
3698. You said, “ I cannot remember being told to keep an eye upon it; I have no recollection of it what
ever.” Now you go further, and say that it is a falsehood by Coghlan ? He told me nothing of the sort.
3699. So that during the luncheon adjournment your memory has become stronger ? I have not had much
during lunch. _ .
3700. You say that as Superintendent Bead was passing along the street he said something to you about 
gossiping? Yes.
3701. Something about your duty, I presume? 1 believe so. _
3702. Will you swear it was? The gentleman was asking me for information, and I suppose the Super
intendent thought I was gossiping. . .
3703. Was there any reason why you should make a note of that occurrence ? I did make a note of it.
3704. Is there any necessity to make a note of such an occurrence ? There is. _
3705. Will you tell me why you did not do it until after you got to the Police Station that night, at nearly 
10 o’clock ? I was at the Police Station before 10 o’clock.
3706. What time were you there? I was at the Police Station at 8 o’clock.
3707. Now, remember that you put McIntosh in charge, and that was after 9 ? Oh, no. I put McIntosh 
there before 9.
3708. Well, a quarter to 9. And in the interval you had Senior-serjeant Bell there, and had taken the list 
and had walked out and met McIntosh and brought him in ? No; I had been to the station and given in 
my particulars, and then I was instructed to go and find McIntosh and place him there.
3709. You will admit that you did not make a note of the Superintendent having spoken to you until you
got to the Police Station ? Yes. .
3710. I want to know why you did not make a note before? I did not make a note until I got to the
station. It did not drop across my memory. _
3711. Did you think that the suspicious character of the alleged burglary suggested the wisdom of making 
a note 1 Not at all.
3712. And that the note should be made on the list of the alleged stolen goods ? Not at all.
3713. You will admit that when you were making out that list there were about a dozen sheets of paper of 
the same size ? Yes.
3714. Separate sheets of paper ? Yes.
3715. Blank? Yes.
3716. You had got this paper at “Myall House,” had you.not? I had, from Mr. Coghlan.
3717. Here it is. Your Worship sees this. I want your Worship’s attention to this if you will be kind 
enough, f To the witness): You see you have got this note attached to the second sheet of this list.
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. [Exhibit No. 2ft] “ Re Superintendent at 7 p.m., at comer of Cleveland and Baptist Streets.” What I 
want you to explain is this : why was it you waited until you got to the Police Station before you appended ^ Quejcj1 
this note ? As soon as ever I had got that I had to go to the station and give in the particulars, and after _ A _
I had finished with the particulars there I just casually picked up the pencil and wrote that down. 3 Nov., 1897.
3718. You see you made this list, and if there had been any evidence given this list would have gone in as 
evidence? No.
3719. What was the object of making a list out ? For the station. *
3720. Why did not you hand this out and leave it at the station? Was not the proper custody of it at 
the station ? No.
3721. Should not a copy of it have been taken in the Occurrence Book ? What they take in the station
and what I do are two different things. /
3722. Why did not you leave this list in the station, instead of carrying it about with you all this while?
It has been with all my other papers.
3723. Why have you kept it in this wonderful and marvellous state of preservation ? Because I keep . 
a copy of all my correspondence.
3724. But this is not your correspondence ? Anything that comes under my observation I keep a copy of.
3725. You see the enormous importance of this little slip 11 re Superintendent at 7 p.m., at corner of 
Cleveland and Baptist Streets.” “ Now, if I can show that I met the Superintendent at 7, how easy it is to 
show that I met the Superintendent at 7, and it took longer than that to get all these things together.” I 
cannot discover what is on your conscience unless your tongue will assist me. Did not you make that note 
because you knew the importance of having some written memoranda to fix. the time that you met the 
Superintendent ? Nothing of the sort.
3726. You know the advantage of an alibi and the importance of it ? I do.
3727. And you see the peculiar connection between this memorandum and this list of goods ? Yes.
3728. His Worship.'] What was your object in writing that memorandum 1 I have been spoken to when 
I have thought that I have not been there, so, especially when I would meet one of my officers, I always 
made a note of it. If I had seen the Superintendent in our district anywhere, and I was anywhere near 
the station, I would always say, “ I met Superintendent so-and-so.”
3729. Mr. Abigail.] Do you make a note of it? I mention it at the station.
3730. Do you make a written note of it ? If I am away from the station.
3731. Have you made a written note like this before ? Not of the Superintendent.
3732. Of anybody else ? Any amount of them.
3733. Produce one memorandum that you have made ? I can produce any amount, but I have not got them 
here.
3734. You have admitted how important it is to marry this memorandum with the list, and you see you 
have yet got to explain away the fact that you had one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine sheets 
of blank paper upon which you could have made that note, a note which, you will admit, has everything to 
do with this occurrence ? I do not see what it has got to do with it.
3735. It proves an alibi for you ? I do not say any such thing at all.
3736. His Worship.] Who was the Superintendent ? Superintendent Read.
3737. Can he recollect that he met you at that time? I have brought it under his notice, and he told me 
that he generally goes along Cleveland-street one night in the week, but he could not remember it. I am 
only on that section every other night. I am out with the senior-constable. Two nights of the four I would 
be off. I was off on the Wednesday, at Darlington on the Thursday, on this section on the Friday night.
3738. Mr. Abigail.] That would not show the Superintendent was on that section at that time. Have you 
called Superintendent Read ? No.
3739. And you admit that the.Superintendent could not remember. Every word of that note is plain ? Yes.
3740. It is not, you see, for it is indistinct except the word “ at ” at the corner. Will you swear that has
been written there all the time ? Most decidedly. .
3741. Has not that been written in a hurry, and smeared over, and was not the little word “ at ” omitted ?
No. • •
3742. Now, you see, on the ninth sheet of these blank leaves, you have made a note which, practically, bears 
out the entry in the Occurrence Book ? Yes.
3743. You have had to read that with the aid of a magnifying glass? And it was published in the paper 
the day after. '
3744. Will you explain this: How is it that that is so indistinct, and this, on the same sheet, being protected 
by the first sheet covering it, is so distinct ? Which ?
3745. Do you see a difference in the distinctness of this. There is not a smudge on it. It is as plain and 
distinct as if written yesterday ? One is written with black and the other with blue.
3746. The little word “ at ” is just as distinct as if written just now. All the rest of this, written in black,
is just as distinct; but just this little note, which he says he made at the time, only, of all the writing on
that one page, is indistinct, although all the other writing is distinctive. The sheet is protected by the 
sheet in front of it? I cannot see that it is indistinct.
3747. Mr. Bull.] Blue is not so indelible as the other. •
3748. Mr. Abigail.] You will admit that writing with a black pencil is very much easier to obscure or 
smear, or render indistinct, than blue ? I do not think so.
3749. Look at the paper yourself ; can you not see where the perspiration of the hand has been over it ? I 
cannot say what has been over it.
3750. Does it not appear to be so? My opinion and yours may differ.
3751. I will take yours ? I cannot say what it is, perspiration or anything else.
3752. Mr. Bull.] Will my friend let me say this : after that was torn off I had it on my thumb for a few
minutes. I had forgotten there was anything on it until I asked my client for the memorandum.
3753. Mr. Abigail.] Do you distinctly swear that that was written on the 26th June, 1896? The same 
night in the station.
3754. What do you call the outhouse. You say when you went up to the gate you saw the outhouse door 
was open. Do you mean the skillion addition ? Yes.
3755. The door which you say is the door of the outhouse is the door which Coghlan says you came out of?
Yes. 3756.
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Senior- 3756. Which he says you tumbled out of? There was no tumbling out at all.
constable 3757. With your head down i I deny that too. I did not do anything of the sort. If Coghlan had not 

W. E. Que c . ma(je }!jmse]f known in another instant he might have been down.
3 Nov 1897 ^78. Did you tell Mr. Bull that you said to Coghlan, “ It is lucky you made yourself known”? I made 

’’ such a remark myself. " _
3759. You know Mr. Bull did not ask Coghlan such a question, don’t you? I was not taking particular 
notice what questions Mr. Bull asked.
3760. You say there is a very high fence at the back ; but you will admit that there is an electric light in 
James-street? At the corner of James and Burnett Streets.
3761. You know it is pretty high up? It is about 3 feet higher than the ordinary gas-lamp.
3762. And that would be about 5 feet higher than the ordinary fence ? Yes.
3763. Would not that light be reflected into that yard ? It may not be alight.
3764. Will you swear it was not that night? I could not swear anything ; but I tell you that on moonlight 
nights the Redfern Council light the lights when they like. They never light their lights some nights until 
10 o’clock, and some nights 11.
3765. You heard footsteps, and saw evidence of the place being broken open, why did you not arm yourself, 
why did you not take out your baton to be prepared ? I have been eleven years in the police, and I have 
never hit a man with my baton. If I want to use anything I use these (liis fists).
3766. You usually hit them with your fists ? Yes.
3767. You heard this witness, Newcombe, say that when he came out you were just putting your helmet 
on ; is that correct too ? Yes; I had it on, the same as Mr. Coghlan swears.
3768. You heard Mr. Newcombe say that he said to you, 11 Why did not you telephone for the police? ” 
and that you said, “ I did not know there was a telephone there ”? Oh, I said nothing of the sort.
3769. Is that deliberately untrue ? Of course it is. I was there at the telephone only on the Monday, 
and many a time before.
3770. Then he is incorrect too ? Most decidedly.
3771. You heard him say that it was at his suggestion that you went inside the store to see if any burglars 
were there, and that Coghlan went in first, and you last ? I cannot tell you who went in firsc. It is a 
toss-up who went in first.
3772. I want to show that you had no particular anxiety to do your duty there that night ? Hadn’t I ?
3773. And that, if you did not go in first, there would be some justification for a charge of that kind? I 
do not know who went in first. I know we went in all together ; but who was 6 inches in front I could 
not tell.
3774. You could not tell who led the attack? No.
3775. Now, Mr. Bull asks you would it not be a ludicrous thing for you—a constable—to be seen carrying 
a chaff-bag full of things at 7 or 8 o’clock at night ? Yes.
3776. I suppose you would admit that it is equally ludicrous for you to be seen carrying a big bag at 2 
o’clock in the morning ? I was never seen carrying a big bag at 2 o’clock in the morning.
3777. At 4 o’clock in the morning? No.
3778. In the early hours of the morning? Yes, I often do. I went and got some sand the other day at 
Margaret-street, Redfern.
3779. It was not from the Locomotive Sheds ? Not at all. The Locomotive Sheds are a mile away from
there. .
3780. So you do not think it ludicrous for you to be seen carrying sand in the early hours of the morning ?
No. ,
3781. But you will admit, will you not, that these things could have been left there, and carried away at
1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 o’clock in the morning? Yes, with a horse and cart. •
3782. Or in a bag ? No man could carry that quantity of things.
3783. In a chaff bag ? No. ,
3784. Not a strong man ? No.
3785. Not a man of your build ? No. '
3786. You are pretty strong? Yes.
3787. Pretty muscular ? Yes.
3788. Don’t you think you would have carried that bag? No.
3789. Did you try? No.
3790. How do you know ? I take it by the large quantity of things.
3791. Boots and shoes do not weigh much you know ? A lot of them put together do.
3792. Mr. Bull.} Were you in your uniform and helmet when you were carrying the sand ? No.
3793. Mr. Abigail.} But you should have been, because you were on duty ? No.
3794. Did you hear a case moved, a grating noise as if something was being pushed ? There was no such 
thing ever happened.
3795. You deny from first to last all that Coghlan and Farnell have said about your first visit, you deny all 
that Coghlan and Newcombe say about getting out of that store ? In the way they describe.
3-796. And I suppose you will say this : that you never were in the store from first to last until after you 
saw Coghlan and Newcombe ? I was not in the store at the main building.
3797. And you were not in the skillion? I swore I was in the skillion and passed through it.
3798. Then you will admit that before Coghlan came out from the water-closet, and you sprang upon him, 
that you had been through that skillion ? I had been right through to the public street.
3799. Did you strike a light? No, I had not a match on me.
3800. So that it was light enough for you to walk through the skillion and get out at the hack ? The 
wicket door was wide open, and most naturally you could see right through.
3801. You said just now that there was no light. You admitted to me that the electric light did not reflect 
any light at all in the yard. You have admitted it was a pretty dark night, and you have admitted that 
the moon had not risen, and now you say that it was light enough to walk right through that skillion ? If 
you were inside this place in utter darkness, and there was a wicket in that wall there, wide open, and it 
was a public street outside there.
3802. Now, there is the main building and the store according to your plan ? Yes.
3803: You will admit that that is the door the hinges of which were screwed off? Yes.
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Out through it.
3804. The outer door of the skillion ? Yes. ■
3805. And you will admit that you walked right through this out to the back gate 1
3806. And you say it was light enough to see that? Of course it was.
3807. Now, will you admit that after you went in with Coghlan and Newcombe, you found a bag of stuff 
just at the side of the door? It was just at the side of the inside door.
3808. Will you tell me how you could have walked through there without tumbling over the bag of stuff?
Of course you could. .
3809. Could you see it 1 No, the bag was close to that door and the wicket-gate down to the left. It was 
about halfway down.
3810. You see you have got it almost up to the wicket-gate. Did you see that bag of stuff when you walked 
through 1 No.
3811. You will admit that you walked right through it ? Yes.
3812. Well, then, is not Coghlan right when he says that you sprang out of that door ? Did not I say so
myself. '

Senior- 
constable 

W. E. Quelch.

3 Nov., 1897.

3813. Did you say you sprang out from the outhouse there? That is the out-shed there.
3814. This is the outhouse here? No, that is empty cases.
3815. Well, then, they are right when they say that you came out of this door ? I said so myself.
3816. You will admit they are right ? Most decidedly. .
3817. It was difficult to get out, was it not, because the hinges were screwed off and the door was resting 
on the lock only ? The hinges were off and the hasp and the lock were intact.
3818. Did not the door go over ? No.
3819. Did not you go through like this [SeWiVig’cforuw.] ? No.
3820. As you walked through there, and before you got outside to collide with Coghlan, you have heard
Newcombe say that he was in the store arid lighting the gas. How could you have gone through there and
caught Coghlan and missed Newcombe, who was lighting a match which was reflecting itself right across
there ?” It was not done at all; the gas was not lit until after we got into the store.
3821. Did you hear him call out? No. I never saw or heard Newcombe until after he came out of the 
store again here, and came round here, when I had Mr. Coghlan there, 12 feet from that door.
3822. Is not this a fact: that the only possible way by which you could have failed to detect the presence
of Newcombe in that store—because he got into that store before Coghlan went over to the w.c.—that the only 
way possible for you to fail to detect Newcombe’s presence in the main store would be that you were hiding 
down by that door because you wished to elude them ? Not at all; if I wished to elude them at all I could 
have got out of that door again and over the top of the gate without going out of that door also [indicating 
on plan], 1
3823. You have admitted this : that when you came back through that wicket gate you bolted it, and you 
could not have got out of that gate ? Why not ?
3824. Because you had drawn the bolt back and you could not get out of that door ? Not at all.
3825. Then you walked right through the skillion and sprang out upon Coghlan ? When I heard steps I 
went to see who it was, and sprang out on them.
3826. So that you see it was not impossible to fail to detect Newcombe’s presence there, and, as a matter 
of fact, you did not know he was there until you sprang out, as Coghlan said you did, from that door ? I 
never saw Newcombe, and never saw a light or anything else.

Charge No. 14.
Charge 14 was then read by Inspector Cotter as follows :—“ Appropriation of Government money . 

in connection with one O’Donnell.”
Mr. George O’Donnell, Gentleman, 156 Pitt-street, Redfern, was called and sworn :—

3827. His Worship.'] What is your name ? George O’Donnell. Mr. George
3828. What are you ? Gentleman. O’Donnell.
3829. Where do you live ? 156 Pitt-street, Redfern. —''----x
3830. Mr. Abigail.] You are a gentleman of retired'means ? Yes. \To his Worship.] With your approval ^ Nov. , 1897
and the consent of these gentlemen, would it not be better for me to tell you the whole of the circumstances
and answer the questions afterwards ?
3831. His Worship.] You must answer questions.
3832. Mr. Abigail.] On the 5th of November, 1892? I cannot say about the dates, you know.
3833. You know what you are here for? Yes.
3834. Do you remember a dog biting Quelch’s trousers ? My little girl told me.
3835. You had a dog ?—Yes.
3836. What sort of a deg ? Pox-terrier.
3837. Have you got it still ? No.
3838. Did it die or did you kill it? It did not die nor did I kill it. It is non est somewhere. I have not 
got it now.
3839. When did you cease to have it ? As near as I can remember, about twelve months ago.
3840. Did Quelch come and make a complaint to you that this dog had bitten his trousers ? Certainly not.
3841. Did he never make a complaint to you about it ? Certainly not.
3842. Did he threaten to summons you for it ? Certainly not.
3843. Did not you pay him something ? I did.
3844. What did you pay him for ? I paid him as a reimbursement for the trousers that my dog had torn.
3845. Did he speak to you about it ? No.
3846. How did you come to pay him ? I called upon him.
3847. Your daughter told you something ? My daughter told me that a man’s trousers had been torn. I 
did not know whether it was Mr. Quelch or a private individual, and I called upon Mr. Quelch, and the 
words, so far as I can remember, that I spoke to him were these, “ I understand my dog has torn your

trousers,”
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Mr. George trousers,” he said, “ Yes, the dog has torn my trousers.” I said, “ Look, what is about the cost of the 
O’Dontiel1. trousers r>He saidj «About 14S. or 15S.;» and I said, “Here, there is 14s., 15s.”—or whatever it was—“and 

o -vr . 007 get a new pair of trousers.”
’ v-’ '3848. His Worship.] Were you summoned ? No.

3849. Mr. Abigail.] You never saw the trousers? No.
3850. You do not know whether they were uniform trousers or private trousers ! I do not know whether 
he had on uniform trousers or private trousers, or any trousers at all, as a matter of fact.
3851. There was no summons issued against you ? No.
3852. Have you since learned that a summons was applied for ? No. _ ’
3853. And was actually in the Redfern Police Station ? I am quite unaware of it; when I gave this
money, it was without any threat or intimidation on the part of Mr. Quelch. _
3854. His Worship.] You simply wished to compensate him for the damage done to the trousers ? Certainly.
3855. Then I see nothing in it. The magistrate could not have awarded damages. This is not Government
money. . .
3856. Mr. Abigail.] It was asked about in Parliament, and it was answered in the categorical way in which
it was asked. {To the witness.) That is all you had to do with this matter ?. Yes. _
3857. Except that there was a complaint made, and Senior-serjeant Bell waited on you about this matter . 
Yes.
3858. Between the time that you had paid the money to Quelch and the time that Senior-serjeant Bell 
waited on you. you had seen Quelch, or Quelch had seen you ? Oh, no, no, no. I had seen Quelch before

. Senior-serjeant Bell came to me at all.
3859. Did not he tell you that there was a complaint about it? Not a word.
3860. What did you see him for? Because he did not know whether Senior-serjeant Bell had called upon 
me or not.
3861. What did he come to see you about ? I will enlighten you so far by telling you that twelve months
after some question was asked in the Legislative Assembly, and then, when Quelch was asked for a report, 
these officers came to me to ask me something about the matter. Being, as the Commissioner says, a paltry 
matter, I had forgotten all about it, and I said, “ It is so-and-so. I paid the man for the trousers, and the 
question is done with.” _ .
3862. His Worship.] Do you know, as a matter of fact, whether they were private or public trousers? No.
3863. Did Quelch say anything to you about that when you paid him ? No.
3864. Mr. Abigail.] What did you go to Quelch for before? To reimburse the man. _

1 3865. But after that, and after the questions appeared in the paper ? You have confused this altogether. 
The day after the trousers were torn I called upon Quelch and I gave him this 14s. or los, whatever it was, 
to reimburse him for the destruction of his trousers by my dog. _
3866. And you never saw him again until Senior-serjeant Bell had called upon you? A question was 
asked in the Legislative Assembly some twelve months afterwards, and they came to me to make inquiries.
3867. During the period intervening between the tearing of the clothes and the question in the House had
you seen Quelch? No; I did not know him before. Of course, being a public officer, I might have seen 
him in the street before. _
3868. You have discussed the case since ? I may have had something to say about it. _
3869. And have you found out now whether they were uniform or private clothes ? I am surprised at you. 
How possibly could I find out whether they were uniform or private clothes ?
3870. Did not the wisdom of asking for them to be produced suggest itself to you ? Do you mean to say, 
as a business man, that you went and paid 14s. or 15s. for the trousers and did not ask Quelch to show them 
to you ? No. I paid him on the remark of my little girl, and on the supposition, as my little child told 
me, that the trousers were torn. I made inquiries, and found out who it was. I did not know Quelch 
before this.
3871. How did you know it was Policeman Quelch ? From inquiries.
3872. Then he must have been in uniform ? No. ,
3873. Did your daughter tell you it was a policeman? No. There is a cottage just opposite where this 
dog ran out, and it was occupied by a man named Burton ; and this man Burton happened to see the dog 
tear the trousers, and he confirmed what my little child told me, and I said to this man, “ Who is the man 
whose trousers are torn ” ? He said, “ Well, it is a policeman—Constable Quelch ; and I said, “Where

■ does he live ? ” and from other inquiries I made I found that he was living, not where he is living now,
but somewhere over towards Mount Lachlan, and the next afternoon I called upon him and I said, What 
is the damage my dog has done?” and then I gave him the 14s. or 15s. _
3874. Did this man tell you what time it was that the dog had rushed out and bitten the man ? Four or 
five years ago.
3875. What time of the day ? As far as my memory serves me, it was between 4 and 5 o’clock..
3876. Was it not between 5 and 6? I cannot say. lam desirous of giving every information, but I
cannot recall to my mind four or five years ago. I cannot tell you the very day. _
3877. Mr. Bull.) There never was any intimation given you that you were to be summoned for anything. 
None at all.
3878. Nor intimidation in any sense or way ? Not in the slightest form. _
3879. You have been living at Redfern for many years ? For about twenty-five or twenty-six years.
3880. And you have had some opportunity, certainly during the last two or three years, of noticing the
senior-constable ? I have had many opportunities. _ .
3881. Well, as a resident out there and a Justice of the Peace, how would you speak of him as a police 
officer from any observation that you have made ? Without any flattery or nonsense in the case at all, he 
is a thorough officer, and a man desirous at all times of doing his duty, and I think the general surroundings 
of Redfern will support me in saying that the man at all times has been found there when he is wanted.
3882. You have had no conversation with me ? No.
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. Charge No. 6 (continued.)
Senior-serjeant R. Bell was recalled:—

3883. Mr. Bull.'] How long have you been in the Force? Thirty years in January. Senior-
3884. And stationed in Redfern how long ? About seven years. serjeant
3885. You know Senior-constable Quelch ? Yes. 11 T!",1
3886. Has he been stationed at Redfern during all the time you have been in that division
3887. He is your subordinate officer ? Yes.
3888. Do you remember the 26th of June, 1896? Yes.
3889. Po you remember some circumstance of a telephonic message from “ Myall House ” ? 
know that.
3890. Did you visit that house that evening ? Yes.
3891. What time did you arrive there ? I think it would be about 8 o’clock.
3892. Have you a recollection of when you arrived, and of what took place after you did arrive ? I went 
there from Redfern Police Station in company with Senior-constable Harrison.
3893. Did you find Quelch, Coghlan, and Newcombe there at the premises when you got there ? Yes, and 
the place lit up with gas.
2894. I suppose you have heard some conversation between and amongst the people who were there with 
regard to what was alleged. • Did you see some property there ? Yes.
3895. You might describe, as far as you remember, what property it was, of course I mean property which 
apparently had been prepared to be moved by some one ? I saw a sack there half filled or more with boots 
and slippers, and also a waterproof sheet folded up.
3896. With some articles or goods in it? No, I think the waterproof sheet was folded up by itself, and on 
a table I noticed a large number of reels of cotton.
3897. Do you remember a list being made of the things which it was alleged had been apparently prepared 
to be removed ? Yes.
3898. Who wrote out that list ? I think it was Senior-Constable Quelch.
3899. Do you remember how, and under what circumstances it was written—how was the list obtained ?
I cannot remember; I only remained there a few minutes ; as Quelch was there before me, I mentioned 
that he might get the particulars.
3900. You did mention that ? Yes.
3901. As a fact no particulars had apparently been got before you arrived there ? Oh, no j there was no 
list taken at that time.
3902. As his suprerior officer, you suggested that a list or particulars of the goods should be taken? Yes.
3903. Did you hear either of the two clerks, either Coghlan or Newcombe nominating the goods as they were 
listed by Quelch ? I cannot say that I did.
3904. But did you see the list ? I did not see the list at all; I think I mentioned to Quelch that he might 
get the particulars.
.3905. How long, do you think, were you on the premises ? About ten minutes.
3906. Then you left Quelch there ? Yes.
3907. And Harrison, where was he ? He went away with me.
3908. Do you know whether it is a fact or not that reports have been received at the Police Station with 
regard to burglaries in that vicinity, in the vicinity of “ Myall House ”? I think there was a robbery at 
“Myall House ” some time previously to that.
3909. Whether there was a robbery at “ Myall House ” or not, do you remember the stealing of a quantity 
.of gas-fittings from different houses—Mr. Poole’s residence, for instance, and some premises of a Mr. Glover ?
About that time ? .
3910. Yes ? No ; I could not say.
3911. Before and since ? I could not say for a fact.
3912. Did you hear of the circumstance, or the allegation of the fact, that these robberies had been 
committed, and that the gas-fittings from several places had been removed ? I cannot say for a fact.
3913. You were asked before when you were called with regard to one of these charges : you are not so 
active as you were when you were lower down in the grade—in other words, you do not do early morning 
-duty ? If you are on night duty you invariably leave at 3 ? Yes.
3914. And do you do much duty upon any beat ? I patrol the district when I am out.
3915. You have no beat ? No.
3916. You are not like constables, who are simply told off under senior-constables to work certain beats ? No.
3917. As a superior officer you patrol ? Yes.
3918. Now, during all these years that you have been there, and Quelch has been under you, you have had 
plenty of opportunities of observing Quelch as a zealous officer ? Yes.
3919. Have you ever heard or have you known any insinuation against his honesty, I mean with regard to 
any propensity to peculate or steal ? I never heard anything about his dishonesty until I saw what 
appeared in Truth.
3920. In other words, until these charges, which have since culminated in this inquiry, were put in the 
papers ? I never heard of it until I saw it in Truth.
3921. Do you think it likely from your opportunities of observing him, from his manner and his conduct, do 
you thinkthere could be any truth in any allegation against him of committing this burglary at “MyallHouse”?
3922. Mr. Abigail.] I object to this. It is a matter of opinion.
3923. His Worship.] It was decided that we were not to ask the opinion of one officer about another.
3924. Mr. Bull.] You never heard any insinuation against his honesty until you saw something in the 
Truth newspaper 1 No.
3925. You know “ Myall House” ? I do.
3926. What beat would that be in? That would be in No. 1 beat.
3927. Now, can you tell me this, from any knowledge that you have as an officer of the police there, what 
hours of the day, as a fact, is that particular beat without a constable ? There is always supposed to be a 
constable upon that beat. Sometimes a constable would be told off to work two beats together and some-

\ times he may have four beats; very seldom though.

? Yes. 3 Nov.. 1897.

No. I do not

*2—P

i

3928.



226

90 ROYAL COMMISSION—SENIOR-CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.

Senior- 
serjeant 
R. Bell.

3 Nov., 1897.

3928. Can you tell me whether between the hours of 6 and 7 in the evening this beat in which “ Myall 
House” is situated would be without a constable 1 I could not say that.
3929. I/is Worship.] Has Senior-constable Quelch a beat in that direction ? It is just according to what
side he may be on. '
3930. Sometimes it is his beat ? Sometimes he would be on that side, and sometimes he would be on the 
Darlington side.
3931. On that night would that be within the sphere of his patrol? I suppose he would be on that side.
Yes, I feel sure. '
3932. Mr. Bull.] Do you know, as a fact, where he went to when he went on at 6 o’clock that evening ?
I do not. I did not go on myself until 7 that evening. .
3933. Now, tell me, are beats Nos. 3 and 5 in the vicinity of “ Myall House” ? No ; they are on the other 
side.
3934. They are away out towards Bourke-street ? On the other side of Redfern.
3935. Where is No. 12? That is away out on the Baptist Estate.
3936. You know the corner of Crown and Cleveland Streets ? Yes.
3937. Baptist-street? Yes. \
3938. This place I have named would be in No. 12 beat? Yes.
3939. Mr. Abigail.] You are an officer of thirty years’ service? Close on.
3940. Were you at Redfern before Mr. Lawless took charge ? Yes.
3941. Is it not a fact that in the station there Quelch'is known as Mr. Lawless’ pet ? I do not know for 
a fact; I have heard so.
3942. There are two men there, are there not—Dukes and Quelch, who are spoken of under that soubriquet? 
I have heard it spoken of.
3943. Do not answer this question if you have any personal reason why you should not; but I am instructed 
to put it. As a matter of fact, you have personally complained to the Superintendent that it was a grievance 
to you that these two men should be told off to do duty which was strictly yours ? No, I never complained.
3944. You have not ? No. .
3945. But you have felt aggrieved, have you not ? I never complained to Mr. Lawless.
3946. But you have felt aggrieved, have you not ? Well, I would rather not answer that question.
3947. Mis Worship.] Did you feel aggrieved that they should have been told off to do duty that you
considered was yours ? _
3948. Mr. Abigail.] You need not answer this’unless you like; but is it not a fact that you have felt 
aggrieved at Mr. Lawless, the inspector, taking Dukes and Quelch into his counsel instead of you, as senior- 
•serjeant, and the next officer in rank to the inspector? Well, I would rather not answer those questions.
3949. As a matter of fact, you know that Quelch is not liked by his brother officers ? I have heard so.
3950. Rightly or wrongly, he is not a favourite with his brother officers? I have heard so.
3951 It is a matter of repute there ? Yes, he is not liked. *
3952. Is it not a fact that some of the other serjeants complain that Quelch has more influence over the 
inspector than the serjeants have ? I have just heard so, that is all.
3953. Is not the complaint pretty general throughout the entire Force there in that division that Mr. 
Lawless makes too much of Quelch? Yes, as I have said, I have heard all that conversation talked over 
amongst the men.
3954. In fact, did not this occur: that Mr. Lawless was talking at one time to Quelch and you went in to 
speak to Mr. Lawless at the station, you bent down to speak to him, and he roared out to you, “ Senior- 
serjeant Bell, don’t you attempt to come near me and smell my breath”? I would rather not answer that.
3955. Is it not a matter of common repute at Redfern that Quelch has poisoned Inspector Lawless’ mind 
against you ? Has not that been talked about ? I do not know. I have only heard so.
3956. And that is the state of things which prevails amongst the police at Redfern, that subordinate officers 
can complain about their superiors in the maimer described in these questions ? I have heard so.
3957. Mr Bull.] What special duty would devolve upon Dukes or Quelch which you could perform, or 
which you complain you could perform and would not be allowed ? I would not be sure.
3958. Can you name any one duty which Lawless asked Quelch and Dukes to do and that you felt aggrieved 
that you were not allowed to do yourself? I do not know of any.
3959. You have, as a fact, had Quelch with you doing special duty with regard to public-houses; in other 
words, with regard to either systematic Sunday trading or selling during prohibited hours? I think he has 
been with me on one or two occasions.
3960. You, as a fact, were one of the officers giving evidence in the case against Friend? Yes, he was with 
me on that occasion.
3961. And you gave evidence in that case corroborating Quelch’s statement, in fact you swore exactly the 
same as Quelch swore, both of you observing what you described ? Yes, we were both together on that 
occasion.
3962. You were not only both together, but you each saw what the other saw ? Yes.
3963. You gave evidence on oath at the Police Court of what you saw ? Yes, on that occasion.
3964. Do you know as a matter of fact, that it is charged and alleged against Quelch that he did not tell 
the truth then ? Yes.
3965. Did he tell the truth in the case against Friend ? He did; on that morning we were both together.
3966. It was selling between 5 and 6 in the morning? Yes.
3967. On that very occasion Quelch had gone to your house that morning ? Yes, he came to my house 
for me.
3968. And he and you were on duty after you came out of your house? We were both in uniform.
3969. His Worship.] There was a conviction in that case ? Yes.
3970. Mr. Bull.] Have you sent any complaint to the Superintendent with regard to this treatment that 
is insinuated by Mr. Lawless, to you or of you ? No.
3971. I suppose you look forward very shortly, do you not, to retire from the Police Force? I could not 
say that.
3972. You have been there very nearly thirty years ? Yes.
3973. I do not mean to say that you are not an active officer. You have not made any of these complaints ?|
No, . 3974. }

)
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3974. Have you been chatting with Mr. Dacey ? Ho. Senior-
3975. Have you written a long list of your grievances to Mr. Dacey ? Ho. R^Bell*
3976. Can you suggest to the Commissioner from what source Mr. Dacey could have got the information a
founding these questions which have been asked you with regard to these troubles and grievances 1 I haveg^ov. 1897.' no idea. •> •
3977. Except that it is the tittle-tattle of some officer who is not pleased in the Redfern Division, possibly ?
Yes.
3978. Would you say that there was anything savouring of want of discipline in that Division of the 
Police Force? I would not like to say so.
3979. I prefer to ask you straight out. How, we have it that you have never made a personal complaint 
to your superior officer either verbally or in writing ? Ho.
3980. You have never found fault to Superintendent Read or the Inspector-General with regard to Mr.
Lawless’ treatment of you ? Ho.
3981. And you are certainly not in the habit of talking to your inferior officers with regard to grievances 
if you have them ? There is one thing I would like to say with regard to Mr. Lawless. I hardly think he 
has treated me as he has a right to treat me.
3982. Having said so much, do you think that Mr. Lawless has some personal dislike for you? I do think 
that he has a very personal dislike to me.
3983. But notwithstanding there may be personal dislike between you, he has never in any sense or way 
interfered with, or prevented you from doing your duty ? Ho. I have always done my duty the same ; 
and no later than last night he insulted me and Serjeant Houlahan most grossly.
3984. IZis Wbrs/iip.] Then do you think that there is any undue favouritism shown in the station? I do
not know so much about that. .
3985. J/r. Abigail.] What do you mean by that 1
3986. His Worship.] Do you think that any members of the Force are unduly favoured over others in that .
section ? Do you- mean Quelch ? ' . .
3987. Any? Well, I do not know, sir ; but I know that he has not shown me very much.
3988. Mr. Hull.] Perhaps you will explain what you mean? Last-night I received a telephone message
from Mr. Dacey to say that Constable Begg would be required at this court. I was in charge of the station 
from 2 o clock to 6, whilst Serjeant Houlahan was at his dinner. Mr. Lawless came in at 6 o’clock, and I 
showed him the list that I had taken down on paper about Constable Begg to attend at this court, stating 
that I had received it from Mr. Dacey. Mr. Lawless said, “ It appears to me that Mr. Dacey knows as 
much about these books and this station as we do ourselves.” ,
3989. A very natural thing to say? “And there is no doubt that the serjeants in the station must give 
Mr. Dacey this information.” Serjeant Houlahan said he was the station serjeant, and that he never gave 
Mr. Dacey any information. I also said to Mr. Lawless that I never gave Mr. Dacey any information, and 
that I would make him prove it in this court to-day about accusing me of giving him information.
3990. Whose duty would it be if application was made at that station to give information? It would be 
Mr. Lawless’ duty. He is in charge.
3991. It certainly would not be the duty of a senior-serjeant, or even of a senior-constable ? Certainly not 
without Mr. Lawless’ permission.
3992. It must filter through the inspector ? Yes.
3993. Did not you understand Mr. Lawless to mean that he was making this complaint that information 
must have been afforded Mr. Dacey through somebody, because he himself had not afforded it to Mr. Dacey ?
I do not know, I am sure.
3994. And it was, therefore, in the nature of a complaint being made then by Mr. Lawless that somebody
without his authority had afforded Mr. Dacey information from these books : is that not what you gather 
from that? Yes. ^ °
3995. What is the gross insult then that Mr. Lawless offered you last night? I consider that a gross insult, 
to accuse a man of giving information he never gave. He said the station serjeants, and there was no one 
there then but Serjeant Houlahan and myself.
3996. Is there no other station serjeant but you and Houlahan ? Yes, Shaw. '
3997. Are not there two other persons who are frequently in charge? I only do that duty while Serjeant
Houlahan is at his dinner. .
3998. Do not you know, as senior-serjeant there, that both Moore and Kidd, who are only ordinary 
constables, have charge of the station from time to time ? Kidd might. I do not think Moore has.
3999. Dont you know that Moore and Kidd have alternate duty each morning from 3 to 7 ? Oh, yes, I ■ 
know that they take the station from 3 in the morning while the serjeant goes and has a sleep.
4000. You know they are there ? Yes. ■
4001. They would have alternate charge of the station each morning ? From 3 in the morning until 
about 7.
4002. Then the information which was afforded Mr. Dacey, if afforded at all, might just as easily or readily 
have come through these two police officers ? I cannot say.
4003. He might just as well have accused the other two police officers. -
4004. Mr. Abigail.] They are not station serjeants.
4005. J/r. Bull.] Something must have been in Mr. Lawless’ mind, that information was afforded without 
his authority, and no information should be afforded without first filtering through the inspector ? Certainly. .
4006. You felt annoyed because you thought an accusation was being made against you of doing something 
you were not guilty of ? Just so.
4007. Mr. Abigail.] Such an accusation being made in the presence of a serjeant of less rank than yourself?
Yes.
4008. Mr. Bull.] You and Houlahan are good friends ? Yes.
4009. You are sufficiently comrades-in-arms not to have anything like ill-feeling with one another ? Ho.
4010. Are you of a fault-finding disposition or nature ? You know, there are some people in the world who 
are never satisfied unless they are—well, inspectors themselves. Are you of that disposition ? Ho, I am not.
4011. You really were anxious to have an opportunity to say what you have already said? I told Mr.
Lawless last night.
,4012. And you could only have that opportunity when you were asked? Yes; 4013.
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Senior- 4013. Mr. Abigail.'] You have never spoken to me, have you ? No.
E^BeU* 4014- Tell me this : From your experience as the senior-serjeant at that station—I want you to directly 

answer me this question—is there any justification for this epithet being applied to Quelch, “Lawless’ Pet”? 
3 Nov, 1897, Well, as I have said before, I have heard it spoken of.

’’ ' 4015. Does not Mr. Lawless think a good deal more of him, and treat him and Dukes much more liberally
than any other constable in the Force there ? I do not know, really, for a fact, about that. I know he 
gives them work to do—inquiries, and all that sort of thing.
4016. And the other men complain that it is work that should be given to seniors in rank-? I have heard 
that.
4017. In fact, work that you should have been given to do, as the next officer in rank to Inspector Lawless, 
has been handed to Quelch and Dukes ? I have never complained of it.
4018. But you have been aggrieved ? Well, I have sometimes felt it.
4019. You will admit this, as the next officer in rank at Redfern, that, with these rumours and epithets 
flying about, it must tend to lessen the discipline at Redfern ?
4020. Mr. Bull.] I object to that.
4021. Mr. Abigail.] As a matter of experience, has it not tended to lessen the discipline there?
4022. Mr. Bull.] That I object to.
4023. Witness.] I would rather not answer.
4024. His Worship.] Do you consider Quelch an active, energetic officer? Yes; I have always found him so.
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Inspector Edmund Lawless was recalled :—
4025. Mr. Bull.] Might I ask you, without being at all inquisitive or offensive, how long you have been in 
the Police Force ? I joined the Police Force in New South Wales in June, 1866 ; I have been over thirty- 
one years in the service.

How long have you been in the position of inspector at Redfern ? Since 1893. •
You were for many years a sub-inspector? Since 1882.
You have gone gradually up, I think, like all good officers who are in your present position ? Yes. 
You have heard some questions asked by my friend of Mr. Bell with regard to Quelch and Dukes ?

Is it a fact that you have asked both Quelch and Dukes on many occasions to do special duty ? Yes. 
You might nominate of what character? Oh, different inquiries, and to investigate complaints.
And as plain-clothes constables ? Sometimes.
I suppose they have only been asked to do just that character of duty which constables are asked by 

their officers to do ? That is all.
4034. They are much younger men than Mr. Bell ? Both of them.
4035. Twenty years younger possibly ? Yes.
4036. More capable, either or both of them, of physical endurance ? Yes, I should think so. ■
4037. And certainly more physically active ? Certainly.
4038. What aged man would Bell be ? I could not tell you ; I suppose he must be getting on towards 60.
4039. Neither Quelch nor Dukes would be probably very much over 33 or 35 at the outside ? I do not 
know their age; they might be a little over.
4040. Have any complaints been made to you by Bell at any time with regard to your favouring Quelch or 
Dukes ? Never to my knowledge.
4041. Are you aware of the existence in the Redfern Division, of this disaffection or dissatisfaction ? Not 
until Mr. Dacey had mentioned it, ventilated it. He says so.
4042. Are either of these two men, Quelch or Dukes, shown any special favours by you ? Certainly not 
and never have; that I can prove by the Superintendent, for I have had to report both of them, and in one 
instance, I may say so, I am bound to say so, Dukes was so vexed at what I had said about him that he 
asked the Superintendent to remove him to some other station.
4043. You say Dukes was so much annoyed with your treatment of him that he asked the Superintendent 
to remove him ? Yes. There is not a man in the division who could get up and conscientiously say that I 
have favoured him more than another man. I have always given any man a chance to show what he can 
do. I have recommended them to the Superintendent when I have had an opportunity. I do not often 
get an opportunity.
4044. Is there any personal dislike from you to Senior-serjeant Bell ? No, no personal dislike whatever.

, 4045. Mr. Abigail.] We say that all these men are “pulling your leg” and you do not know it, you are too 
simple to see it ? No. ‘
4046. Mr. Bull.] Has your superior officer at any time charged you with simplicity ? Not that I am 
aware of.
4047. It is a fact, is it not, from your own personal observation and knowledge, that information has been 
afforded by some of the men in the Redfern Division without your authority ? Certainly. It must .have 
been done.
4048. Application has not been made to you as the fountain head ? Never until this commenced.
4049. And that is the matter which you complained of last night. That is what it had relation to ? It had.
4050. When Bell speaks of having received a gross insult from you, were you doing any more than as his 
superior officer—rebuking those who were there for doing what they had no right to do, as a matter of 
duty ? That is all. I did it in a very quiet way.
4051. I have never heard you speak in any other way but quietly. You did it in your usual way ? Yes.
I did not wish to disguise it, and I told them they could mention it here if they wished. *
4052. Mr. Abigail.] You know, do you not, that it is common talk amongst the men in your division that 
Quelch and Dukes are favoured? No, I never knew it mentioned until I heard it in this court.
4053. And have you made inquiries since to ascertain ? No, I do not make any inquiry about such gossip 
as that.
4054. Although it has been mentioned in this court, you never made inquiries ? No.
4055. And you assign as the reason for the absence of investigation that you do not take notice of such
gossip, although the statement is made by Mr. Dacey, a member of Parliament ? It is made by my officers. . 
I am not going to retail what, is said in the court. 4056. -

3 Nov., 1897. 4026.
4027.
4028.
4029. 
Yes.
4030.
4031.
4032.
4033.

Inspector
Edmund
Lawless.
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Inspector
Edmund
Lawless.

4056 Is not this enquiry, embracing seven years of Quelch’s police career, sufficiently serious for you, as' 
inspector, to make inquiry as to whether the charges are true or not 1 I deny it in toto—everything.
4057. Have you made inquiries amongst your subordinates to see whether they do commonly talk in the 
way that is alleged ? I am not going to lower myself to go and communicate with the men about that. 3 jq-ov jgg^
4058. Would not you tell off one of your serjeants to make inquiries? No. I would not trust any one of ’ 
them.
4059. When you are giving orders for work requiring physical qualifications superior to those of an officer 
of Serjeant Bell’s age, is it not one of the canons of the Service, which should be always observed, for you 
to issue your order through the senior-serjeant so that he can issue it to the senior-constable ? Yes, if it is 
his day ; but he is not there.
4060. But when he is there, do you not pass him over and issue your orders direct to Quelch and Dukes ? 
Certainly I should, and every other officer would.
4061. Is not that a breach of departmental canons? No. If I had to send a report in, I would send it 
through my superior officer.
4062. Do you not send work to Quelch and Dukes not requiring any superior qualifications to the qualifica
tions of Senior-serjeant Bell, but requiring a mental qualification and discretion where the age of the officer 
would be material, and pass over the senior officers ? I would rather you put it in more simple language. 
You put it in such a roundabout way it is impossible for me to understand it. If you will ask me a simple 
question, I will answer you in a simple way.
4063. You have admitted that you are frequently called upon to give Quelch and Dukes work which you 
would give to Bell only that these two men have superior physical qualifications to Bell ? I never said 
anything of the kind.
4064. That is what it means. Now, have not you passed over Bell and other senior officers and preferred 
Quelch to do duty where the discretion of an older officer was required ? No.
4065. Where the mental qualification was in Bell and not in Dukes or Quelch ? I do not know. I am not 
prepared to state what his mental qualification is.
4066. Will you swear you have not? Certainly. 1 have not given them anything to inquire into when I 
thought he had a better capacity than they had.
4067. You know that these men are spoken of as Mr. Lawless’ pets ? You have said so.
4068. You know it is a matter of common talk in the station? No ; I do not. You have mentioned it in 
Court; that is all I know about it. If the men have said so they are responsible for it, I am not.
4069. You will admit that right through this inquiry, and before the Court sat Quelch was allowed to have 
free access to all the books and papers in the station, although he was relieved from duty, and that 
permission was given to him by you without any authority from his Worship 2 He had access to the books.
4070. And you will admit that when Mr. Dacey went up to see the books that Quelch had had access to he 
was denied, and given as a reason that you had left express orders that he was not to be shown anything 
unless he brought with him an order from the Commissioner ? Certainly.
4071. Why did you exercise discretion? I had orders to refuse Mr. Dacey from my superior officer.
4072. Which superior officer ? Superintendent Read. You do not suppose I should do such a thing of 
myself without authority.
4073. Mr. You refused until you got some authority from the Commissioner? Yes.
4074. Mr. Abigail.] I want to fasten the responsibility on the person who ought to carry it ? I obeyed 
instructions.
4075. Did you last night charge Bell or Houlahan ; did you mean to convey to them that they had given 
any information to Mr. Dacey when you said “the station serjeants”? I said that it was quite evident 
some particulars had been given to them by some of the serjeants or someone in the station.
4076. And did not you mean to convey that they were partly to blame ? Certainly, because they had charge 
of the documents, and they ought not to have allowed anyone to have access to them.
4077. So that you were not surprised at Bell and Houlahan feeling aggrieved ? I am not surprised at 
anything ; they do not attend to their duty much.

[At 4-30 p.m. the Commission adjourned.]

THURSDAY, 4 NOVEMBER, 1897.
[The Commission resumed its sittings at 10 a.m. in the Licensing Court, at the Central Police Station.]

Jprmnt:—
ME. WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, S.M. (Sole Commissioner).

Senior-constable W. E. Quelch and Mr. J. R. Dacey, M.L.A.

Mr. J. W. Abigail, Solicitor, appeared to support the charges ; Mr. Charles Bull, M.P., Solicitor, appeared
to defend Senior-constable Quelch.

Charge No. 10.
Charge No. 10 was read as under :—

“ Mr. Levien: I am not a believer in Quelch. I do not think that he is a man that will altogether 
speak the truth. There is no doubt he told a lie. I believe he is a liar beyond all doubt.”

Robert Henry Levien, Esquire, M.L.A., Solicitor, was called and sworn:—
\ 4078. His Worship.] What is your name? Robert Henry Levien. 
\ 4079. You are a practising solicitor ? Yes.
\4080. And you are the member for Quirindi ? Yes

Robert Henry 
Levien, Esq., 

M.L.A.
U081. Mr. Abigail.] Do you remember a statement in the Assembly by Mr. Dacey dealing with certain ^ '^v 
charges against Senior-constable Quelch? Yes; I do not recollect the date. 4082. ’’ j

(
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And you took part in that debate 1 Yes.
And you made a speech, in the Hansard report of which the following paragraph appears-----
Mr. I object to my friend reading from Hansard.
Mr. Abigail.] Then I will read from the tabulated report of the charge. [Read the charge.] Did you 

make those remarks? Yes ; those are my observations.
4086. Now, do you wish to say anything with regard to those observations ? That is a peculiar way of 
putting a question. I want to know what you want to ask me.
4087. Is it from your experience as a practising solicitor in courts in which you have seen Quelch give 
evidence that you have come to the conclusion that “ he is a liar beyond all doubt ” ? Of course, believing 
the statements of my clients.
4088. Mr. Bull.] That is quite right, Mr. Levien ; we do sometimes believe them ? Believing the statements 
of my clients. Some of them, I know, are reliable men, whose words I would just as soon take as their 
oaths, and that is the conclusion I came to. Perhaps I may say this, it may have been a bit strong to use 
that language without some absolute proof ; but believing my clients as against him is how I come to that 
conclusion.
4089. Mr. Abigail.] What case were you referring to when you made use of the words “ there is no doubt 
he told a lie ” ? That was referring to that case with reference to the keyhole. I took the statements of 
Mr. Smithers, who tried the case.
4090. You were in Court at the time? No, I was not.
4091. From hearing what? From just hearing the statements of what was said by the people round, and 
hearing the comments that had been made by Mr. Smithers. I understood that Mr. Smithers had visited 
the place, and had come to the conclusion that he could not see, and that is how I arrived at that conclusion.
4092. You will admit that these are very strong words to use, even for a member of Parliament under 
cover of privilege ? Yes. In that case, believing Mr. Smithers’ statement that he could not see, and as his 
evidence was so much at variace with Mr. Smithers’ opinion, I came to the conclusion that I would rely on 
Mr. Smithers.
4093. There can be no doubt that you spoke of Quelch in the general sense from your opinion of him, 
observing him as a practising solicitor ? Yes, taking into consideration that I would sooner believe my 
clients, having a knowledge of them. Of course you must admit, that on the other hand my clients may 
not have been telling the truth.
4094. His Worship.] When you are conducting a case, it is your place to throw as much doubt on the 
opposite side as you can? Yes.
4095. Do you consider that when a magistrate gives a defendant the benefit of the doubt he actually 
brands the prosecutor as a perjurer ? No, certainly not. I would be very sorry to think so, because I know 
many times that your Worship has even leaned with the utmost discretion to try and relieve a man of any 
stain upon him, and at the same time give the man the benefit of the doubt even when the evidence leaned 
against him.
4096. You know that people can unconsciously give a different statement of what they conceive to be a fact ? 
Yes. Lawyers themselves are a bit prejudiced to their own side.
4097. Mr. Abigail.] You do not believe in hitting a man below the belt ? No, I do not.
4098. So that you had satisfied your own mind that you were justified in speaking in that way of Quelch ? 
I felt satisfied in my own mind or I would not have used those observations with reference to him. At the 
same time you know there are parts of my speech where I referred to this burglary business, and said that, 
as a matter of fact, it was beyond all comprehension ; I could not believe it myself, and if you allow me to 
express an opinion, I do not believe it. With reference to Mr. Inspector Lawless, I have the utmost 
confidence that he would not allow any officer to remain under him that he had the slightest doubt about.
4099. His Worship.] As a matter of fact, you believe that Quelch presses his cases very hard? Yes, and 
unduly presses them.
4100. Mr. Abigail.] You think he is a man who would not mind straining a point and saying something 
not absolutely true to win his case ? I would not take upon myself to stamp any man as a liar in that way. 
Of course I believe my clients against him, but you mean committing perjury.
4101. His Worship.] In that particular case, do you think it was improbable that he could have seen what 
he said, taking all the circumstances of the case together ? I know nothing about the facts, only what I 
heard and Mr. Smithers’ statements.
4102. Of course, you know a man can see a good deal through a key-hole, sometimes? Yes.
4103. Mr. Abigail.] But you certainly said this : “ It should have been the duty of the presiding magistrate
to recommend the man’s dismissal, or to have an inquiry”? Yes, I did say that. That is, believing that 
statement. .
4104. You said also, “I would not have him in the Force ten minutes.” And, personally, you would not, 
would you, from your knowledge of him ? Well, now, there is no doubt I said that; and I am man enough 
to admit that, perhaps, it was a bit too strong. I am not going to follow up any unfortunate observation 
of mine. L think I may have in my time, and I dare say every member of Parliament has, at one time or 
another, unfortunately, said too much, and I regret two or three instances in my public life of making 
comments, that I, without reservation, withdraw, and feel very sorry that I have made them.
4105. Mr. Bull.] Is that one of them? Well, with reference to that, perhaps that was a bit too strong. I 
know of others, I suppose, about every other public man.
4106. Mr. Abigail.] Do I understand you to say that you wish to withdraw that? Well, I would like to 
withdraw that.
4107. His Worship.] Don’t you think it would have been the duty of the magistrate, if he thought that 
wilful and corrupt perjury had been committed in this case, to have taken some notice of it ? Yes, I think 
my observations would infer that. Perhaps in the hurried speaking in the House a man may overlook what 
ought to be conveyed.
4108. I suppose you know as well as I do that there is a good deal of doubtful evidence given in these 
courts on all occasions ? Yes. And as your Worship says, the people may do so unconsciously. I do say 
with reference to Mr. Quelch that he likes to press his cases, and he goes a little bit further than what some 
men would do.
4109. And don’t you think it quite possible and probable that he could have seen enough to have led him .
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to the conclusion that he saw what he thought ? Of course I do not know. I do not believe in these Robert Henry 
“ keyhole constables ” at all myself; it is a most degrading position. 16 iJlL AS<1 ’
4110. Mr. Abigail.] You do not believe in constables assuming disguises 1 I think it is necessary to assume ' A* ‘
disguise. You would never get anybody convicted at all if the constables did not. 4
4111. But to obtain convictions by means of false pretences on the part of a constable pretending to be ’ 
somebody else than he really is, you do not believe in that, nor in constables playing the part of Paul Pry
at keyholes ? No, I do not believe in it. I think that observation applies to the former part of my speech.
4112. You know that there is a good deal of dissension amongst the police at Redfern, do you not 1 Well, 
as a matter of fact, I never.had any conversation with the police officers in Redfern about Quelch at all, but 
when this matter was spoken of, I thought it would be unfair of me, 'considering that the Government 
intended to have a commission, to even speak upon that at all, because I would have no right to do it.
4113. But, prior to-this discussion in the House, do you not know from your experience, practising in the 
Redfern Court so frequently, that there is a good deal of dissension in the Redfern Force? Well, I have 
heard one or two of the Police Officers say that there was.
4114. His Worship.] No doubt in every force there is a good deal of dissension. .
4115. Mr. Bull.] Why, in our profession there is.
4116. Mr. Abigail.] But of course you will admit that dissensions of that sort would be subversive of all 
discipline in the Police Force ?
4117. His Worship.] That is not one of the charges.
4118. Mr. Abigail.] I merely wished to get it out as a matter of experience.
4119. Air. Bull.] As a rule we take for granted that our clients, when instructing us, particularly in cases 
under the Licensing Act, are telling us the truth 1 Yes, generally we do.
4120. And we take some trouble sometimes to find out whether they are? Yes, a great deal at times.
4121. Sometimes in your experience you find that they really are not telling the truth? Yes, and I know 
•both of us at times have asked them not to go into the box, and at other times we have had sufficient power . 
over our clients to compel them to plead guilty.
4122. Has not this happened to you : In appearing for some publican who has actually made an admission 
of the very circumstance which was alleged against him, has he not been prepared unless prevented by you 
or me to go into the witness-box and swear that the thing never happened ? I would rather not be asked 
•that.
4123. As a fact have you not advised in cases under the Licensing Act, after hearing the evidence for the 
prosecution, that the defendant should plead guilty ? Yes.
4124. Notwithstanding the fact that your instructions were opposed to the evidence given by the police ? 
Yes.
4125. Mr. Abigail.] Or probably in matters of that kind your defence was purely technical, and you were
waiting to see if the case was technically proved. ,
4126. Mr. Bull.] Technical cases cannot assist us in this matter. I am asking Mr. Levien plainly and 
bluntly with regard to people charged with offences.
4127. His Worship.] My experience is that the attorneys will not fight a bad case.
4128. Mr. Bull.] In any utterance made by you in the House you were not prompted by any personal 
matter of yours in which you could accuse Quelch of lying ? No. I may as well give myself away at once. 
It is not generally known but I believe I recommended Quelch to the Police Force.
4129. And spoke personally to Inspector-General Fosbery of the man ? I did.
4130. On his entering into this present position ? Yes ; I think Quelch came to me and I knew him and
had met him frequently. •
4131. * You gave him a letter in the first instance and personally spoke to the Inspector-General of Police ? 
Yes, I wanted to do him a good turn.
4132. And this conclusion that you came to was really what you had heard outside and upon the conclusion 
which you understood Mr. Smithers himself had come to in contradiction of the statement made by Quelch 
that he had seen what he said he saw through the keyhole ? Yes.
4133. That is the way you come to your conclusion? Oh, certainly, I believed the statement of Mr.
Smithers thoroughly and the matter was such public property, as you know. It was spoken of very 
strongly. .
4134. Speaking with regard to Quelch as to unduly pressing his cases, you and other members of the 
profession have used this expression that he was “ rather strong” ? Yes.
4135. Which means exactly the same thing only put from our own point of view ? Yes.
4136. Is not this what it is intended to convey, that he swears up to the mark, presses his cases possibly 
more than it might be fair for a policeman ordinarily, and swears up to the mark ? You know there is a 
way of giving evidence. A man gives his evidence, and makes it, to use our own words, “stronger” than 
what is needed.
4137. His Worship.] Presses the case more than is needed? Yes. If he sees the defence gone into and he 
can fill up a gap with something he has forgotten, policemanlike, he gets into the box and fills up that gap.
4138. Mr. Bull.] A la Brennan? I think it is a most reprehensible practice.
4139. I think you will agree that in cases where Quelch is a witness he does not forget much ? Oh, no.
4140. Mr. Abigail.] The complaint generally is that he remembers things that never existed. Is not that 
the complaint among the solicitors ?
4141. Mr. Bull.] I must object to your interposing these questions in this irregular way. (To the witness') : 
You were not aware at the time you made the remarks in the House that the very depositions of the 
witnesses in this case where Mr. Smithers made this inspection were taken outside the court by the solicitor 
who had charge of the defence and read to the witnesses who had not been called—the evidence which had 
already been given in the prosecution was read to the witnesses who had not been called for the defence ? 
No; I was not aware of that. There was a man of the name of Swan giving evidence. I knew Swan for 
years. I had implicit confidence in him, as I have now.

\ 4142. The question was not whether Swan was in this hotel until this hour of the morning, but whether 
\ Swan had been seen by Quelch at some hour in the morning drinking liquor ? I know nothing about the case. 

4143. Do you know there is no such contention that Swan was in the house at that hour of the morning ? 
Now, I know it. The only thing I knew was that it was generally spoken of, the man being seen in the 
bar, and the possibility of seeing him, 4144.
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Robert Henry 4144. The only contention was, apparently, that Swan being admittedly in the place at the time when 
A8*1'’ Quelck saw hi'11 there, did Swan at the time that Quelch said he saw him through the keyhole drink of 

‘ A' ' something from a glass which was a liquor ? No ; I did not know that that was the contention.
4 Nov 1897 4145. Nor did you know that the very depositions were taken by Mr. Smith out of the court into the yard, 

’ and read to the witnesses who had not been called, and were afterwards called ? No, I did not know that.
4146. How would you stigmatise conduct like that. Would you descend to do that? I would not like to 
take the responsibility.
4147. Mr. Abigail.\ In justice to Mr. Smith, whom I know, I think he should be called to give evidence.
4148. His Worship.'] He is not charged. I do not think it is necessary at all.
4149. Mr. Bull.] Do you know that Mr. Smith actually took the depositions out and read them to the 
witnesses in the court-yard ?
4150. His Worship.] When friends are found at a quarter past 1 in a public-house, which is lit up, and in 
the vicinity of the bar, don’t you think that the probabilities are that they have been drinking ? It is too 
natural. I think I would. I do not think I would stop there all the time without drinking.
4151. Mr. Abigail.] The only test is for your Worship to look through this keyhole and see whether you
can see. ■
4152. His Worship.] I decline to do that.
4153. Mr. Bull.] Were you aware, at the time that you made the remarks that you did in the House, that 
these depositions had not only been taken out, but that the circumstances had been strongly commented 
upon by Mr. Smithers? No. This is the first I have heard about that. I did not know, until you just 
mentioned the matter, who the attorney was.
4154. Were you aware, too, that Mr. Smithers, when dismissing the case, said this : “ I think it is possible 
Quelch was mistaken in saying what he saw. At any rate, I give the defendant the benefit of the doubt 
which I have in this matter ” ? No. I understood that he went further than that.
4155. Mr. Dacey went so far at the House as to claim me as one of the audience at the time this was heard, 
and I was not within miles of the court on that day. The matter only came to me as a matter of hearing, 
the same as it came to Mr. Levien. Your Worship will understand, I think it only right to say as I said 
just now, that, believing that statement of Mr. Smithers was stronger than I hear now, of course I came to 
that conclusion; and, from the general manner in which Quelch conducts his cases, and believing the 
statements of my clients, knowing that some of them are respectable men whose words I would just as soon 
take as their oaths in cases I may have against Quelch—I say I may have been mistaken.
4156. His Worshijx] Were you defending this case ? No.
4157. Mr. Bull.] Mr. Carter Smith was the solicitor ? This is the first time I have heard about these 
depositions being taken out. I may say that, in the heat of debate, any man in Parliament may make an 
expression of opinion which he may afterwards find out to be a mistake. “ Open confession is good for the 
soul,” they say. I know that I have even expressed an opinion against his Worship who sits here, Mr. 
Clark, and I know that I was wrong when I made it, and I ought to have there and then made an apology 
the next night.
4158. You heard this charge which was made against Quelch of burglary at “Myall House”? Yes. And 
I made my observations then, and I did not believe it.
4159. And you do not know ? Of course I am not off my head.
4160. Mr. Abigail.] You only heard what was said in Parliament? Knowing the character of Quelch— 
he may stretch his imagination—but I do not believe that he is a thief. I do not wish to go back on my 
statement that I know that Quelch has, what I consider, been too zealous, and there is a way of stretching 
a case. Neither you nor I would do it.
4161. An officer like that is a menace to public liberty ? I do not think I should give an opinion on that.
4162. Although you stated, upon Mr. Dacey’s allegations concerning Quelch with reference to “ Myall 
House,” that you could not come to the conclusion that Quelch was a thief, still you did not mind coming 
to the conclusion, from your general experience of the man and from your observation of him, that he was 
a liar ? That is what I said.
4163. Is not that scill your impression or opinion? After considering the matter over I do not go that far. 
Knowing Inspector Lawless as I have done for a number of years, and having the highest opinion of him, 
I can hardly think that if he had any knowledge of these things he would have allowed him to stop for one 
moment.
4164. Then it is your respect for Mr. Lawless rather than for Quelch that has brought you to this 
conclusion? No. I have just given my evidence as fairly as I can. I say I may have made my observations 
a bit strong, but it is from the general knowledge of his manner of pressing cases and from my belief in my 
own clients. Sir James Martin once told Sir Julian Salomons that he had better hold his tongue than 
repeat himself, and I do not think that it is any use my repeating myself.
4165. His Worship.] In fact you think Quelch may be over anxious to secure convictions ? Yes; that is 
the way I put it. I think that would be a very good definition.
4166. Mr. Abigail.] You admit that a model policeman should preserve neutrality and show no bias ? Yes. 

' And they tell me that Quelch is religiously inclined. I should advise him to read that “ On and Off Duty.”
It would save him a bit of trouble.
4167. From your knowledge of Mr. Carter Smith, he is not a man, in your opinion, who is likely to take 
out depositions ?
4168. Mr. Bull.] I object. I made no personal reflection against Mr. Carter Smith.
4169. His Worship.] Mr. Smith is not in the matter at all.
4170. Mr. Abigail.] He is being stabbed behind his back as it were.
4171. His Worship.] There can be no doubt about that, because he was censured by the magistrate at the 
time.
4172. Mr. Bull.] I would just like to ask Mr. Levien this question, so as to show that I am making no 
insinuation against Mr. Smith. Are you aware that on the very next day, in the daily press, the following 
paragraph appeared referring to the charge of Sunday selling at Redfern ?
4173. Mr. Abigail.] I object to my friend asking these questions, because it is only done to get it down in
the notes. t
4174. Mr. Bull.] This is in defence of Mr. Smith, and not an insinuation against him. Are you aware,

as.
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as a fact, that the newspaper of the next day mentioned the circumstances, and also gave Mr. Smith’s Robert Henry 
explanation to the magistrate. “Mr. Smith was called into Court, being told he had no right to do such a Esq.,
i u e^P^ne<^ that he considered he was perfectly in order in doing so, but would not have done it x ' A' '
r 7, n0^ ebt,^ ful1 note of the Proceedings which he himself had taken at the time in another Court.”[Axhibit No. 25.1 4 mov., isa/

Abigail.] There is the end of this great plot to suborn people to commit perjury, and I say that 
is a deliberate charge hurled against Mr. Smith.
4116. Mr. Bull.] I suppose Mr. Smith acts for me oftener than he acts for any other practitioner in the 
dty, and he would not act for me if I had that opinion of him.

Charge Ho. 6. .
Mr. Thomas Coghlan, clerk, Charities Department, was called and sworn:—

4177. Mr. Abigail.] Is it a fact that there was sufficient light in that skillion addition to the main store j,jr Thomas
for Quelch to have walked through from the front entrance to the skillion, right through to the wicket-gate Coghlan. 
at the back % Ho. Hot sufficient for him to miss the bag. ^ _ a . ^
4178. That was the bag of stuff that was just at the side of the door ? Yes. 4 Nov., 1897.
4179. Mr. Bull.] Might I point out that in these commissions witnesses cannot be called from time to time 
to contradict each other. My friend is pursuing a course that is never allowed in these commissions. This 
man has given his account of what took place there, and Quelch has given his account, and if this course of 
procedure is proceeded with I shall recall two witnesses to contradict this man.
4180. His Worship.] This is the same matter.
4181. Mr. BuM.] Have you not been told since yesterday that Quelch swore that he did go through without 
seeing this bag ? Yes.
4182. Mr. Abigail.] I told him. Your Worship sees that these are my witnesses-----
4183. His Worship.] I do not think it is necessary. I decline to allow the question to be put.
4184. Mr. Abigail.] I submit that this is a Court for the full investigation of these charges, and in order 
to get, if possible, at the truth.
4185. His Worship.] I must go by the laws of evidence. .
4186. Mr. Abigail.] Hot in a royal commission. It is more like a coronial inquiry.
4187. His Worship.] Personally, I do not object. Mr. Bull objects. . To prevent any trouble I will let the
question be put. (To the witness): Your opinion is that he could not have passed 1 The passage was too 
small. •
4188. What room was there to pass ? About 3 feet.
4189. Do you think a man could not pass at a distance of 3 feet without touching the bag 1 Hot in the 
position it was in.
4190. It think it will be necessary for me to go and see that place.
4191. Mr. Abigail.] I think that will be better. (To the witness): How long, in the first instance that 
Quelch came to you, on the Monday or Tuesday previous to the 26th, was the constable there from first to 
last that afternoon ?
4192. Mr. Bull.] I object to this. He has been asked to swear he was there an hour and a half.
4193. His Worship.] That has been asked before, I cannot allow that.
4194. Mr. Abigail.] Quelch admits he was coming through the skillion addition, and when he came to the
door you and he collided. If that is so, could he have failed to detect the presence of Hewcombe in the 
main building ? Ho. '
4195. Mr. Bull.] We have had this from this man. It is simply opening up the whole thing after having 
had a long chat with this man. I will show you how important this is in a minute when I ask you a question.
These people are on their trial to some extent. Anybody can see that l I am not on my trial.
4196. I do not say that you are actually, but I will ask you something in a minute.
4197. Mr. Abigail.] Have you ever been suspected of this? Certainly not.
4198. Did Quelch walk calmly out of that door in an ordinary way or did he tumble out ?
4199. His Worship.] We have had all that. I cannot have that again.
4200. Mr. Abigail.] This is supplemental.
4201. His Worship.] I decline to hear it. '
4202. Mr. Abigail] Is it a fact that he grabbed you or ran into you with his head down ? He never 
touched me.
4203. He did not spring out and grab you ? Ho, when he got about a foot from me he stopped.
4204. Mr. Bull.] We have had all this.
4205. Mr. Abigail.] When you showed him over the store, as you have alleged in your evidence, did Quelch 
take up any of the articles and discuss their qualities ?
4206. Mr. Bull.] Quelch has been asked this, and denies it.
4207. His Worship.] It may as well be asked. .
4208. Mr. Abigail.] When you took Quelch over the store in the loft, and showed him these articles, did he 
pick any of them up and admire them ? He put his hand on spme of the things, and asked about their 
quality.
4209. Was that both upstairs and down ? Yes.
4210. And is there any doubt that you showed him over the place? Hot the slightest. ■
4211. Is there any doubt that you asked him to keep a lookout on the place ?
4212. Mr. Bull] I object to all this. Your Worship sees what my friend is doing. He is doing absolutely 

\ w.Jlat y°ur Worship has decided he cannot do. This witness has sworn in his examination-in-chief that he
did that, and now this question is put to him. . *
£213. Mr. Abigail] Have you any motive to injure Quelch, or is it your object to injure Quelch in any way 
at all ? Ho, it is not my object. J ^
4214. Have you any illfeeling towards him ? Ho. •
4215. Have you been influenced by anybody, Mr. Dacey included, to strain a point to injure Quelch? Ho
man can possibly do that. 4.216

*2—Q ‘
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Mr. Thomas 4216. 
Coghlan. 4217.

4218.

4221.
4222.
4223.
4224.
4225.

Yes.

So far as you are concerned, would any man dare to do it? No.
You have been in the service fifteen years? I have had one break.

____Your brother is Dr. Coghlan, is he not ? Yes.
4 Nov., 1897. 4219. And you are a brother of the Statistician? Yes.

4220. You said something about getting promotion? I expect it. .
When did you first know Mr. Dacey ? When I was sent down by the Chief Clerk.
You called at the Charitable Institutions Office and interviewed the Chief Clerk ? Yes.
And you were called into the presence of the Chief Clerk and asked (piestions by Mr. Dacey ?
Was that before or after his speech in Parliament ? Before. .
Mr. Bull.] Do you remember whilst Quelch was at the store on the day that you mention that you 

imparted—I do not care to be too inquisitive—some little private circumstance, I mean some little trouble 
which had overcome you, to him ? Yes, I did.
4226. Do you know this : that Mr. Maxted himself made complaint to one of the Police Porce, one of the 
private members of the Detective Force?
4227. Mr. Abigail.) Who was he, please?
4228. Mr. Bull] You will get that directly. See if he knows anything^ about it. (To the witness): Do 
you know that Mr. Maxted himself made complaint to one of the Detective Force that he was not altogether 
satisfied with the integrity of the clerks that he had in that place, asking that officer to watch that place?
Yes. .
4229. Do you know that at that time a clock had been stolen out of the place ? Yes. [Exhibit No. 26.]
4230. It was stolen out ? Yes. .
4231. And by a brother, too, of one of the then employees ? That was not proved, though. I do not think so.
4232. Was it not shown where it was taken out? Was it not shown that it was taken out by one of the
employees ? I believe the place was broken into. _
4233. Do you not know this : a portion of the very property stolen out of that place when it was broken 
into was found in the possession of the brother of one of the then employees ? I believe it was.
4234. Now, I do not care to be too inquisitive, to ask too many questions.
4235. Mr. Abigail.) Now, this makes it appear as if he is the brother of the man ? I am not the brother.
4236. Mr. Bull.) Well, I say that I have no such thing in my mind with regard to Mr. Coghlan. _ You
know that this person is no relation of yours ? The inquiry at that time was in connection with an 
anonymous letter written to Mr. Maxted. _
4237. But it had relation to the integrity of the clerks who were there ? Yes it was subsequently found
out who did it. ’
4238. Did I understand you to say, Mr. Coghlan, or was it the other witness, Mr. Newcombe, that on the 
day when Quelch was there there were two women in this place ? There was nobody there at all.
4239. I have something of that sort in my mind. Did anyone say that there were two women there ? Not 
that I know of. There were not two women there.
4240. You have heard Constable McIntosh’s evidence in this case. You have not been told that by 
anybody ? No.
4241. Do you know that he mentioned the circumstance that there were two women there ?
4242. Mr. Abigail.) He certainly did not in this inquiry.
4243. His Worship.) I do not recollect it.
4244. Mr. Bull.) There are lots of things which we are not likely to remember? Do you mean 
night when the robbery occurred ?
4245. Exactly ? Oh, well, there were Mrs. Maxted and Miss Keele.
4246. Mr. Abigail.) There is a nice insinuation. “ There were two women there,” and one of them was 
Mrs. Maxted, a lady of the highest repute.
4247. Mr. Bull.) There is nobody insinuating anything against Mrs. Maxted, and the Court knows it ?
Newcombe telephoned to Mr. Maxted, and Mrs. Maxted came down instead. _ _
4248. I prefaced what I asked you by saying, “ Did you, as a fact, have a conversation with Quelch on 
the Monday about some other matter of your own, and did you impart certain confidences to him, just 
answer ‘ Yes ’ or 1 No ’ ? Did you have a conservation with Quelch about a lady ” ? I did, possibly. .
4249. Now, you see at once that nobody in the realm of imagination could dream that I could be referring
to any one of the two ladies whom Mr. McIntosh saw there ? No. _ _
4250. I had it in my mind that somebody did mention the fact that there were two ladies at some time or
other. Where do you say this bag was ? In the passage. _
4251. And the passage, I think you told us, was 3 or 4 feet wide ? About 3 feet wide. _
4252. Was there any investigation by the authorities, or were you people asked to make an explanation
with regard to any of your conduct on this particular afternoon or evening of the 26th of June by Mr. 
Maxted ? No. _
4253. Were not you asked to report where you were and what you were doing ? No. I reported the 
matter.
4254. I simply asked whether you were asked to report ? No. _
4255. How far was this hotel that it is mentioned both of you went to to have a drink from “ Myall 
House ” ? Crimp’s, down past the railway bridge.
4256. How far is that away ? 200 or 300 yards.
4257. How long were you in there ? Not five minutes.
4258. Now, fix the time that you were there ? I should say it was—well, to the exact minute, I could 
not possibly.
4259. You have your own time, fix the time ?
minute. _
4260. But you were only there five minutes, and you went straight back to “ Myall House ” ?
less. ' i
4261. 1 am only taking what you said yourself. You said “about five minutes,” and you went straight
back from the hotel to “ Myall House ” ? Yes. /
4262. Cannot you tell us now what time it was that you were at that hotel ? It must have been close'on
a quarter past 7. -

' ' — Mr.

He could not.

the

/
. (

It is rather difficult after sixteen months to fix a thing to & j

Possibly
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Mr. W. A. Newcombe, Clerk, Charities Department, was recalled :—
4263. Mr. Abigail.] Have you aiiy motive or object to injure Quelch? None whatever.
4264. Have you been influenced by anybody to give evidence to injure Quelch? No.
4265. Have you been influenced by Mr. Dacey in any way as to what evidence you should give ? No.
4266. Now, was this skillion addition to the main store so dark as to render it impossible because of 
position in which that bag of stuff was for Quelch to walk through from the entrance to the wicket-gate at 
the rear without falling over it ? He must have knocked his foot against it.
4267. There were only about 3 feet ? Yes, about 3 feet.
4268. Sis Worship.] Supposing he did knock his foot against it, was it not so dark that he could not see 
what it was ?
4269. Mr. Abigail.] Then would he not stoop down and feel ?
4270. His Worship.] I do not think it is material at all if he did knock against it. Now, what interval 
was there between the bag and the other side of the passage ? A couple of feet.
4271. Mr. Abigail.] But the bag was right in the entrance of the door, as it were, just 3 feet in? Eight in 
front of the door.
4272. And if a man had walked in and just opened the door, especially in the way that door was being 
held up by the lock, and walked through, could he have escaped the bag in any way ? He could not have 
escaped it.
4273. He would have tripped over it ? Yes. ’
4274. His Worship.] You say there was not room to pass it without touching it ? Oh, yes, there was room 
to pass it.
4275. Then must he abolutely fall over it, for that was what you said in the first instance ? He might 
possibly fall over it.
4276. Air. Bull.] I suppose if a man said he did not you would be rather inclined to believe him, he would 
know better than you ? Certainly.
4277. Mr. Abigail] Could he have walked straight through that door without falling over it ? Well, if he 
knew the bag was there he. could.
4278. But in entering the back there, and the bag being in that position and in the dark, could he have 
gone through there without falling over the bag ? He must have stumbled against it. I do not suppose he 
would fall.
4279. But he would have stumbled ? Yes.
4280. That goes this far, it acquaints Quelch with the presence of the bag, and if he had been in search of 
the alleged criminals of course he would have immediately stooped down and seen what it was.
4281. Mr. Bull] It was dark in this place? Oh, yes. • '
4282. I suppose it would be so dark that one could not distinguish another person’s features 10 or 12 feet 
away 1 You could not.
4283. Mr. Abigail] Now, your Worship, I want to draw your attention to some evidence, and to the 
statement given in the Daily Telegraph.
4284. Mr. Bull] I object to any remarks my friend wants to make.
4285. His Worship.] I will hear all the evidence you like to bring, but I will not hear inferences from that 
evidence. It is for me to draw inferences.
4286. Mr. Abigail] I am told here that this is an inquiry which will not allow the freest investigation.
4287. His Worship.] ! did not inform you anything of the kind. I am not going to have comparisons 
drawn between certain statements. It is for me to draw comparisons, not you.
4288. Air. Abigail] I have asked your permission to tell to you on this charge what is substantially my
case, and in order to do that I have requested-----
4289. Mr. Bull] I object to this. By a side wind my friend is endeavouring to do what you have said he 
shall not do.
4290. Mr. Abigail] Bor this reason : I will be afterwards accused of neglect of duty. I have a strong case 
here, and I want to get my facts before your Worship. My friend naturally objects—it is his business to 
object.
4291. His Worship.] I will not have any comparisons made, nor any conclusions drawn.
4292. Mr. Abigail] What I want is to put before your Worship what I say is our case, and to draw your
attention to a vaiiance between the evidence of Quelch, on oath, and the statement given by him to 
Somerville on the next day after, the report of which statement appeared in the Daily Telegraph of 27th 
June, 1896. a i
4293. His Worship.] I decline to hear it.
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Charge 1—(continued).
George Henry Smithers, Esquire, Stipendiary Magistrate, Sydney, was called and sworn

4294. His Worship.] What is your name ? George Henry Smithers.
4295. You are a Stipendiary Magistrate ? Yes, in Sydney.
4296. Mr. Abigail] You were sitting here in a case in which Quelch was prosecuting—a case at 
“ Somerset Hotel ” ? I cannot remember it by name.
4297. It is commonly known as the “keyhole case” ? I only saw the place once.
4298. I understand, Mr. Smithers, that there was some contest in the case as to whether the senior-constable 
prosecuting really could see all he was supposed to see ? Yes ; the question was whether he could see the 
defendant drinking, at a particular place where he said he was standing, through the keyhole.
4299. And also whether he could see Constable Swan ? I cannot remember now.

\ 4300. There was some considerable doubt in your mind about it ? I wanted to see the place for myself. I 
rwanted to see whether what the constable said he could see could be seen from that particular point.
4301. And you paid a visit to the hotel ? I did. '
1302. And did you test the possibility of vision through this keyhole ? Yes, I looked through the keyhole. 
4i303. Had you anybody there to place somebody in the position described by Quelch 1 I do not know who 
djid- Somebody did that. 4304.

G. H.
Smithers, 
Esq., S.M.

the 4 Nov., 1897.
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4304. His Worship.] In the positions described by Quelch 1 Yes.
4305. Mr. Abigail.^ Could you see all the constable deposed to having seen 2 No, I could not, through the 
keyhole. You could see up to about there [indicating his top waistcoat button.~\
4306. Could you have seen a man in the act of raising a glass to his lips 2 You could not actually see up 
that far. You could not possibly see the face of the person through the keyhole.
4307. Could you see the table in the room 2 I cannot say now. There was a table there, but I could not
say I did see it. •
4308. It is so long ago now that you cannot bring to your mind whether you looked at the table 2 I cannot 
remember whether I looked at the table.
4309. You went there in the daytime 2 I adjourned the Court at 1 o’clock and went there during the 
adjournment. I had a lot of work to do, and did not want to spare the time.
4310. You closed the door, and had the gas lit in the room and the blinds drawn, and the room put in as 
much darkness as you possibly could to get as true a test as you possibly could 2 Yes.
4311. Then after your inspection you came back and dismissed the case 2 Yes.
4312. Do you know what remark, if any, you made at the time 2 I do not know what remark. I did not 
think it was a case in which I was called upon to say much.
4313. Is it not a fact that you said that you gave the defendant the benefit of the doubt? I cannot 
remember it.
4314. If there had been merely a question of giving the benefit of the doubt about the case you would not 
have gone to the trouble of inspecting the premises? That followed.
4315. After all the true test in that case was whether you could believe the constable when he swore he 
could see all he deposed to seeing? Exactly, it was my duty to see whether he could.
4316. You went to the trouble? As a matter of fairness to both sides.
4317. It would have been your duty as a magistrate to get at the truth 2 And was.
4318. And you assumed that the only way to get the truth was to go down to the premises and see for 
yourself 2 It was only fair to both sides.
4319. His Worship.'] Do you not think that if you saw a man raise a glass as far as that you would draw 
the conclusion that he was drinking 2 You could draw your own conclusions. You could not see whether 
he was drinking or not, but draw your own conclusions.
4320. Mr. Abigail.] Do you know that Constable Swan is a tall man 2 I do not know.
4321. He is taller than Quelch 2 He was not a short man.
4322. Could you have seen the face of the man 2 No.
4323. Quelch’s evidence was that it was Swan who was standing there and Swan who was drinking there.
4324. Mr. Bull.] Supposing that there were a number of men at this table—did you see the table 2 I 
cannot recollect. I fancy there was a table there.
4325. It was sworn by Quelch, and it was not denied in the evidence before you, that there was a table at 
which some people were sitting, and to which two rounds of drink had been served. Would it not have 
been possible, supposing a man had been drinking at that table, and, having drunk from a glass, put it 
forward on the table so [indicating, leaning forward], would it have been possible for Quelch to have seen 
that 2 I remember now that there was a table there. Of course it is almost certain there would have been 
a table in the room.
4326. You do not profess to remember the actual evidence in the case, do you 2 I have not seen it since.
4327. Do you not know that long before Quelch swore that he had seen Swan drinking, he had also heard 
Swan’s voice in the place? I think so.
4328. Do you remember that Quelch gave this evidence that “ he was watching the house from 12-30 until 
about ten minutes past 12 Only by the depositions. I see in the depositions that that is correct.
4329. You may assume that I am reading from the official copy of the depositions. [Exhibit I.] “I 
remember the 7th instant. I was on duty near the defendant’s hotel at half-past 12 a.m. I saw his parlour 
fully lit up; the hall in Phillip-street was fully lit up, and a glimpse of light showing through the bar-door.
I listened; I heard the voice of a female in the bar. I heard the drawing of corks, the rattle of glasses, the 
beer-engine working. I went to the Pitt-street parlour-door and looked through the key-hole. It is in a 
parallel line with a door from the bar into the parlour, also the door leading from the hall into the parlour. 
The bar-door was open. I saw the female hand some drinks into the parlour. I heard four or five different 
voices in the parlor. I recognised one voice as Constable Swan’s, of Redfern Police Station. I waited, 
watching outside until ten past 1 a.m. I saw two or three rounds of drink supplied. At ten past 1 o’clock 
Swan addressed a conversation to the licensee by name. I saw the licensee immediately afterwards. Swan 
said, “ Mr. Brull, I had better be getting home.’ Brull said, ‘ Don’t go yet, Mr. Swan, we are not going 
to bed yet, sit down.’ Swan then stood up right abreast of the door that was shut. Another round of 
liquor was supplied by a female. All the glasses except one were handed to men sitting at the table. The 
glass of beer was handed to Constable Swan, who drank it and put the glass down as if on the table. The 
bar door was open before the drinks were supplied. Swan remained standing for several minutes longer. 
At l-30 a.m. Swan and two other men were let out.” Would you say that this could not be seen, “I saw 
the female hand some drinks into the parlour”? Of course, through the keyhole you could see that.
4330. You could see a person passing at the height of the hand 2 Oh, yes. Of course, it follows if anybody 
were passing, so long as it was not above a certain height, it could be seen.
4331. “ I saw two or three rounds of drink supplied.” You say that could have been seen if they were 
supplied from the bar to the persons at this table 2 Yes.
4332. “ Swan then stood up right abreast of the door that was shut. Another round of liquor was supplied 
by a female. All the glasses except one were handed to men sitting at the table.” That could be seen? 
Yes, within a certain range of the keyhole, of course.
4333. “ The glass of beer was handed to Constable Swan, who drank it and put the glass down as if on the 
table.” Would you stand there and say, from the observations you made, that that could not have been 
seen by Quelch 2 Of course, that could be seen.
4334. And, having drunk from the glass—taking it so, and passing it down to the table, that glass leaving, ) 
certainly not the body of the man, but the face or head of the man—that could be seen, of course 2 Of / 
course, taking it from a certain place.
4335. Do you notice that that is all the evidence that Quelch gives about that, except this : He says, “The

bar
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bar door was open before the drinks were supplied. Swan remained standing for several minutes longer. G. H. 
At 1-30 a.m. Swan and two other men were let out of the side gate in Phillip-street.” Now, that is Quelch’s Smithers, 
account of what he saw inside. You could see the man’s arm yourself, could you not 2 Oh, yes, you could S<^’A ' ‘ 
see the arm. • ^ /N~”~189’
4336. Bent as,if something was lifted to the head ? Yes, exactly. I got whoever stood there to do that. ’
4331. I am finding no fault with the test that you made. I have no doubt that you made the very best 
test that you could. But there is no doubt about that, that so much of the body of the man could be seen 
by you, and the arm could be seen in that position whilst the glass actually being drunk out of might not 
have been seen ? Quite so.
4338. .But immediately the vessel, the glass,, would leave the topmost portion of the man’s anatomy, it 
would be at once in view of Quelch until it reached the table 1 Of course, putting it down naturally, it 
would be so.
4339. Mr. Abigail.'] That is providing, supposing, that this man who was drinking, Swan, was in the 
position described by Quelch 2 Yes; of course.
4340. Mr. Bull.] Do you remember saying this2 Will you say you did not say it: “I think, under all the
circumstances,^having seen the place, the policeman might be mistaken; but I give the defendant the benefit 
of the doubt 2 I would not like to say I did not say it; but, so far as I recollect, I said that I had viewed 
the premises, but I would not like to say that I used the words “benefit of the doubt.” *
4341. Would you like to say you did not use that expression : “ I give the defendant the benefit of the 
doubt 2 I would not like to say it. It is four years since.
4342. His Worship.] I suppose in many cases you do give the'benefit of the doubt 2 Yes; but I do not 
say it. You know we do give the benefit of the doubt; but we do not say it always.
4343. Have not you often said so 2 Yes.
4344. Where there is one witness on one side and two or three on the other you do not like to brand either
side, and so you give the benefit of the doubt 2 Yes. .
4345. Mr. Bull.] Was it not admitted that Swan was there 2 I cannot say that.
4346. Had you any doubt, from first to last, that Swan was in that hotel 2 If your Worship wishes me to 
give my reasons I will do so.
4347. His Worsldp.]T)i(\ you make any remark aboutQuelch’s evidence. Did you condemn it in any way2 No.
4348. Mr. Bull.] Did you make any insinuation that his evidence was false! No ; there was no necessity
for it. ’ }
4349. I will read Charge 1 [read it]. Now, from first to last, have you ever insinuated, by anything you
did or said, that Quelch spoke falsely 2 No. I had no occasion to do so. I was simply dissatisfied and 
dismissed the case. .
4350. Do you remember a question with regard to the depositions 2 No I do not.
4.351. Do you remember who, as a fact, appeared for Brull, the publican! No.
4352. Do you remember that Mr. Carter Smith appeared 2 Does the mention of his name now bring back 
something to your mind with regard to the depositions 2 No, I do not remember the case.
4'-’53. Do you remember that the police officer drew your attention to the fact that the depositions which 
had been taken previously on the Tuesday, the 14th, had been taken out of Court by Mr. Smith into the 
yard, where his witnesses were, on the 16th 2 I remember something about it.
4354. Do you remember Mr. Lawless, or the officer of police drawing your attention to that and your 
catechising Mr. Smith for having done so 2 Now you speak of it I remember there was something.
4355. Do you remember Mr. Smith saying that he had, and justifying himself by saying that he had mislaid
the full notes which he had taken of the case on the Tuesday 2 Something of thg kind, but I cannot 
remember it. .
4356. This is a newspaper report of the proceedings, the very next day. Do you remember this 2 [Exhibit 
No. 25.] . “ Mr. Carter Smith, solicitor for the defence, enlivened the proceedings somewhat by securing 
the depositions which were taken on Tuesday and reading them in the yard at the back of the Court to his 
witnesses, who had not yet been examined. Inspector Lawless said he considered it gross impertinence, and 
called the attention of the Magistrate to the fact. Mr. Smith was thereupon called into Court and ordered 
to deliver up the papers, being told he had no right to do such a thing. He explained that he considered 
he was perfectly in order in doing so, but would not have done it had he not left a full note of the proceedings 
which he himself had taken at the time in another court.” Now, does that bring it back to your 
recollection 2 I remember that I had to speak to Mr. Smith about taking depositions out of Court, but I 
cannot say whether it is in connection with this case. I remember on one occasion I had to speak to him 
pretty sharply, perhaps in connection with this case.
4357. Mr. Abigail.] I would just like to ask you one question in this case. The only evidence given in 
support of the alleged drinking that you had before you was that evidence given by Quelch when he said 
he saw certain things through the keyhole 2 Yes.
4358. As against that, Brull, the licensee and defendant, was called and denied it; Charles Cook, a man 
who came all the way from Wagga Wagga, and who was the traveller lodging at the hotel at the time, 
denied everything; Walter Griffiths, who was there, also denied it; William Richard Swan, who was the 
constable there, also denied it; and Mrs. Brull, the licensee’s wife, denied it.
4359. Mr. Bull.] Denied what 2
4360. Mr. Abigail.] What Quelch said with regard to Swan. •
4361. Mr. Bull.] No.
4362. Mr. Abigail.] That evidence having been given, you naturally went to see whether it was possible 
to see, even if Swan was as placed by Quelch, whether Quelch could see all of this 2 Yes.
4363. And you satisfied yourself that he could not see it 2 I felt satisfied on the evidence that a glass had 
been raised; but I could not say to what person’s face.
4364. And that being so, you were not satisfied that it was Swan who raised the glass 2 I do not know
whether I am called upon to give my impressions. I do not know what my impressions were at the time. 
It is four years ago. ,
4365. It was after you had this view—after you were satisfied that Quelch did not see all that he swore he
saw -that you dismissed the case 2 Of course. I think I have convicted when Quelch’s evidence was the 
only evidence against six or seven, and the same thing applies to other people. It all depends upon the 
nature of the evidence. 4366.

\
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G. H. 4366. Mr. Was this not absolutely sworn in the case: that no drinks of any description had been
Smithere, supplied to anybody ? I take it that is so from what you say.

' ‘ 4367. Mr. Abigail.] A look at the depositions will show that that is not so.
Nov 1897. 4368. Mr. Bull.] It was sworn by Mr. Brull and his wife that no drinks were supplied to anybody after 

11 o’clock. -
4369. Mr. Abigail.] [Exhibit No. 7.] [Read the depositions of Mr. Cook and Mr. Griffiths in the “Somerset
Motel’’ case], and the evidence was, as your Worship sees, that Cook and Grifliths were boarders. _
4370. Mr. Bull.] {To His Worship): There is a probability that has not been pointed out to you. It is 
said that Cook had made an appointment with his friend Swan, and that while he had drink—everybody else 
drinking—Swan refused to drink, he being dry 1 Is that probable ?

Charge No. 7. .
“That Constable Lambert was on duty one night, and heard a noise at Biron Pogson’s grocery shop. 

He came up to the place to see what it was. He found the door open, and Senior-constable Quelch inside 
with a bag of groceries. Quelch said, ‘ Someone has broken into the place.’ What I wish to draw 
particular attention tp is that this attempted robbery of the grocery store has not been reported at head
quarters. That is a significant fact, Quelch was the officer to have reported it, but he has not made his 
report.”

Constable John Lambert was called and sworn :—
Constable

Lambert.

Nov., 1897.

4371. Mis Worship.] What is your name ? John Lambert.
4372. You are a constable stationed at Redfern ? Yes. _
4373. Mr. Abigail.] I am calling you to tell us all you can about this case of Quelch with reference to 
Pogson’s grocery store, I cannot fix the date in any other way at present; do you remember the date you 
were on duty 1 Yes.
4374. What date was this? About 2‘40 a.m., on the 28th July, 1895. .
4375. You heard a noise, did you not? I was on duty in the Botany Road, Waterloo, at that time.
4376. That is where Pogson’s shop is situated ? Opposite.
4377. And you were on duty at the opposite side of the road? Yes. _ _
4378. You were attracted to the grocery store by hearing a noise ? I heard somebody moving about in the 
shop.
4379. And you walked across to see what it was ? No, not at that time.
4380. What did you do ? Waited about five minutes until I heard the door open and some person come 
out. I concluded it was a burglar, so I drew my revolver and rushed across the roadway.
4381. And whom did you find it to be ? I found Senior-constable Quelch.
4382. It was Senior-constable Quelch? Yes.
4383. Did you say anything to him, or he to you—who spoke first? He was wearing a waterproof cape, 
and he was in a stooping position locking the door when I got there.
4384. Mis Worship.] Was he in uniform ? Yes, wearing a waterproof cape. I said, “ You are a lucky 
man I did not shoot at you, I thought you were a burglar.” He said, “ I found this key in the door and I 
went in and had a look through the store.” At this time I noticed a bag full of something on the doorstep.
4385. Mr. Abigail.] Outside ? Yes; and I noticed on the top of the bag there was a sugar bag, about 6 fi>. 
of sugar I should think, in the same paper as sugar is usually made up in.
4386. In a paper bag? Yes. I said, “ What’s this stuff ?” pointing to the bag ; and the senior-constable 
said, “ They must have been disturbed ; I found this bag ready made up in the store.” I said, “ What are 
you going to do with it now ?” He replied, “ I am going to take it to the station'.” I said, “ What do you 
want it at the station for if you found it inside the store 1” I do not remember what reply he made to that, 
but he unlocked the door and put the bag back again.
4387. He unlocked the door and put the bag back again ? Yes. He then locked the door and came back
in the roadway with me. He said, “ That will be all right, Lambert; I will call Mr. Pogson, and report 
the matter to the station.” So I resumed my beat and went back to the station. .
4388. Did you report it ? Not when I went in that time. When I went in at half-past 4, I mentioned 
the matter to the constable, Kidd, who was in charge of the station, merely in a conversational tone, not in 
the way of an official report.
4389. You had a certain opinion about this ? I thought it was curious, and I subsequently mentioned the 
matter during that week to Serjeant Houlahan and Constable Moore. I had no further conversation with 
anyone.
4390. You took no further step? Until the following week, when I went on day work, I was passing 
Mr. Pogson’s store ; and he is a man we generally speak to and pass the time of day with, and I said to him, 
“You are a nice man, to leave your key outside the door,” and he said, “It was no key of mine.” I had no 
further conversation with anybody about the matter.
4391. Was this waterproof cape part of the uniform that night? Yes; it was winter. I had my coat on, 
he had his cape. It is usual to wear a coat in the winter.
4392. But he had a macintosh cape on ? Yes.
4393. Mis Worship.] Had it been raining ? No.
4394. Mr. Abigail.] Those are only worn during the rainy weather ? Sometimes a man puts on his cape in 
the cold weather if he requires it. The duty men are required to wear a coat.
4395. Was Quelch on duty that night ? He was on duty.
4396. Do you know whether he made a complaint about this at the station ? This is the reason I can fix 
the date exactly by seeing his entry.
4397. Mis Worship.] Did you see the entry of the case? Yes.
4398. When? Some time afterwards. ^
4399. Mr. Abigail.] I want the Occurrence-book. I call for the Occurrence-book as part of my case.
4400. Mr. Bull.] It happens to be here, and I decline to give it to you. I insist on drawing your Worship’s 
attention to this charge, and then I will hand my friend the book.
4401. His Worship.] I think Mr. Abigail has a right to see the book. 4402.
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4402. Mr. I ask your Worship’s attention while I read this charge and then I will hand it to him. Constable
Now, this is the charge :—“What I wish to draw particular attention to is that this case . . . has not •amhert.
been reported at headquarters; that is a significant fact. Quelch was the officer to have reported, but he 4
has not yet made his report.” Now my friend can have the book. ’’ '
4403. Mr. Abigail.] Do you know Quelch’s handwriting 1 I would not swear to it.
4404. Just look at this book and tell me whose writing this is ? To the best of my opinion that is Quelch’s.
4405. Is it usual for him to make, or is it usual for the constable in charge of the station to make, the 
reports in the Occurrence-book 1 If ever I report, I report to the officer in charge of the station, and he 
makes the entry.
4406. Is it usual in making all these reports for the officer in charge of the station when he receives the 
complaint to put down at the top or at the bottom of the complaint the hour at which he receives it—you 
see it is done in all these other instances, hut it is not done in this instance of Quelch’s? Yes.
4407. Was this the 28th [indicating the entry] ? Yes.
4408. His Worship.] What is the one immediately below it ?
4409. Mr. Abigail.] 8-10 p.m. of the 27th. There was no complaint in that station for eleven hours except 
that reported by Quelch. He might have put it in when he found that this man had told Kidd. [Mr.
Abigail read the entry. Exhibit No. 27.]
4410. Mis Worship.] You do not say that he took the bag out and put it on the doorstep? No; I saw it 
on the doorstep when I went over.
4411. When you heard the noise there was nobody outside ? No ; I could not see anybody.
4412. There was nothing on the doorstep when you first heard the noise ? I could not see it until I went 
over.
4413. And when you went over you saw Quelch stoop over to lock the door up, and you saw this bag? It 
was an ordinary hempen bag with two handles, one on either side.
4414. What sort of a bag was it ? Those bags that poor people generally take to market.
4415. An ordinary lunch bag? Yes.
4416. Like a carpet bag ? Yes.
4417. Mr. Abigail.] I ask your Worship in order that that bag be brought. It is part of my evidence that 
he has had the bag ever since that pigeon case.
4418. His Worship. Every second man has a bag of that sort.
4419. Mr. Abigail.] How peculiar that a burglar should take a little bag like that! (To the witness) : On
the top of this little bag, which was filled with groceries, you say there was a brown-paper sugar-bag with 
6 lb. of sugar in it ? I do not know what the bag contained, but sugar is usually made up in that way.
4420. This was on the doorstep, and it was only after you drew Quelch’s attention to the fact that he should
not take it up to the station that he took it back ? He said he intended to take it to the station.
4421. And you said, “You have no right to do that”? No, I did not. I merely said, “What do you
want to take it to the station for if you found it inside the store,” because it is an unusual thing to do.
4422. His Worship.] Did he say he found it inside the store ? He did not say that, he said, “ I found this 
ready packed for removal.”
4423. Mr. Abigail.] He did not say he found it outside the store ? No.
4424. He did not say where he found it, inside or out ? No.
4425. When you put the question to him did he then immediately take the bag back ? He unlocked the 
door and placed the bag just inside.
4426. And left it ? Yes.
4427. Did he take the key of the door ? Yes.
.4428. Do you know what time that entry was made in the book? No.
4429. Mr. Bull.] Do you remember where you went after you left Quelch? Yes.
4430. Where ? I went to the station along my beat.
4431. Do you remember whom you saw there? At 3 o’clock there are quite a number of men there.
4432. Do you remember seeing'Serjeant Yane? In all probability he would be there ; I cannot say.
4433. Do you remember seeing Senior-constable Proctor ? I cannot remember who were there.
4434. I want you to try pretty hard ? No, I do not remember it.
4435. When you went to the station would it not have been your duty to have at once reported what you 
had seen ? No.
4436. Did you make any report when you went to the station ? No.
4437. Did not you report “All correct” ? Yes.
4438. Did you find out whether Quelch had been to the station when you went ? No.
4439. Did not you know he had been before you went, and reported “All correct” ? Well, I do not know; 
but I do not think it is likely he was.
4440. Did not you know that he had been, as a fact, and that in Constable Kidd’s presence he wrote in this 
book himself ? No.
4441. I usually begin by asking something about a man. How long have you been in the Force ? Nine years.
4442. You are friendly disposed towards Quelch? Yes ; I have never had a quarrel of any kind with him.
4443. Have you never seen this entry here, made by Quelch ? Yes, I saw it.
4444. When did you see it ? I only saw it lately.
4445. Since Mr. Dacey saw you ? No; I saw it when I heard about this affair—I saw it in the book.
4446. You heard the matter had not been reported by Quelch at all, did not you ? Well, I believe it was 
the general rumour.
4447. And I suppose to satisfy yourself whether it had or not you had a look at this book. Who showed
it to you ? I saw it at the station. ■
4448. You looked purposely to see whether it had been reported ? No.
4449. Can you say whether any complaint of any description had been made to anybody in that lock-up 
between ten past 8 p.m. on the night of the 27th, and half-past 7 a.m. on the morning of the 28th, the same 
morning ? I could not possibly say, because I was away on my beat.
4450. And you do not know of any ? No.
4451. Do you notice that this is entered in the proper course of ordinary things? Yes.
4452. Is this entry consistent with what Quelch told you at the time. Did he tell you that he found the
place open? He said, “I found this key in the door.” 4453.
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Constable 4453. But you said that what he said in the first place was, “ I found this place open 1 No.
J. Lambert. 4454 << j found this key in the door ”1 “I found this key in the door.”
, 4455. “ And I went in to see that all was right ” ? “ I looked through the store.
4 Nov., 1897. 4456 Didy0U rep0rt to Serjeant Vane and to Senior-constable Proctor, when you went to the station, that 

which you describe you saw 1 Did you not report “ All correct ” ? I reported to Senior-constable Shaw in
the station, “ All right.” ., ,
4457. Were Vane and Proctor there 1 Yes, they would be in charge of section three, and they would be
all bound to be there at 3 o’clock. . . .
4458. Do you remember what time you made that report 1 I say I spoke of it in a conversational tone.
4459. What time was it when you went to the Police Station? At half-past 4 I went there again.
4460. When you made this report of “all correct” to Shaw ? At 3 o’clock.
4461. I suppose you had never found this place open at any time ? No, I don t remember that I did.
4462. Do you know that it had been on a previous occasion found open ? I cannot swear.
4463. Do you know that on page 35, Senior-constable Bourke—do you know him 1 Yes.
4464. You would not like to insinuate anything against him ? I do not insinuate anything against anybody.
4465. I am not asking whether you are or not. I am asking whether you would like to insinuate anything
against Senior-constable Bourke ? No. .
4466. Now, are you surprised that on page 35 of this Rough Book, the very month before—I suppose it 
can be easily shown where Quelch was then, whether he was on night or day duty at this time? Oh, yes.
4467. At the time of this second entry [Exhibit No 28] ? Yes.
4468. i¥r. .BwZZ razcZ eniri/.] You never saw that entry ? No. . .... .
4469. Mr Abigail.^ All those things would aid the design of the man, and assist him in doing what he is 
charged with doing ?
4470. Mr. Bull.'] Did you see the entry before this one of Quelch’s? No.
4471. I see they report anything, even a horse found straying in the street ? Yes.
4472. And yet you did not report such a thing as that ? It was not my duty. It was the duty of the
senior officer to report it. . , .
4473. Mr. Abigail.] It would have been insubordination on your part to have reported it instead or your
senior officer ? He told me he was going to report it. .
4474. Mr. Bull.] He told you he was going to take the bag to the station? Yes, and then I say in my 
evidence that he said, « That will be all right, Lambert; I will call Mr. Pogson, and report it at the station.3
4475. Do you know whether he did call Mr. Pogson1? I cannot swear, but I believe he did.
4476. And did he report it at the station ? Yes. _ .
4477. Do you remember some instruction that Quelch gave you at the time of this conversation between 
you ? Nothing further than that that I remember.
4478. Do you remember his telling you to go to the station and get fresh instructions as to your beats ? It
is not usual. I do not remember that I got any instructions of any kind. _
4479. Will you say that he did not do that ? I will distinctly. He knew I was going to the station.
4480. Did not you make that statement—that Quelch had given you that instruction—to your own
Superintendent? No. _ _ i £ j o -v-
4481. I see, in this very month of June, there was a complaint against yourself for neglect of duty s Yes.
4482. Rather a serious complaint, was it not ? Not when I explain it. . _ ,
4483. What was it. Were you charged as a fact with neglect of duty in not attending to a complaint 
made to you respecting a man who had assaulted his wife? Yes.
4484. Is it a fact that a man named Shedbolt reported the circumstance to Ingram, the constable ? Yes.
4485. Was the man afterwards convicted and sent, without the option of a fine, for a month in gaol ? Yes.
4486. And the neglect of duty I suppose was failing to report it ? Failing to arrest. »
4487. I see the language of the report is “neglect of duty in not attending to a complaint made ” ? Yes.
4488. And I see you were fined a day’s pay ? Yes, _
4489. Do you want to make any explanation ? Yes. I was coming to the station for duty at twenty to 
10 on this night, and this man reported to me that a man had assaulted his wife down there and she 
was at his place. I asked him the usual questions, if she was seriously injured, and if he thought she 
would give him in charge, and he said he did not believe so, but he wanted to avoid any trouble as she 
was at his house. “ Well,” I said, “ in that case, as I am going to the station in a hurry for duty, I will 
mention it to the constable in charge of the station, and the man coming down the beat on duty will attend 
to it.” I reported it to Senior-constable Proctor. In common with myself he knew that this man had 
been quarrelling with his wife for several years back. I have been called to the place before, and she 
invariably refused to give him in charge, merely asking the police to speak to him and quieten him. I 
concluded that I was required for a similar errand. Senior-constable Proctor did not consider it serious 
enough to direct the man on the beat to attend to it.
4490. I suppose you made all this explanation to your Superintendent ? It is all on paper. _
4491. And that explanation was not considered sufficiently satisfactory to exculpate you from the complaint ? 
Yes. I told Senior-constable Ingram about it, and he did not consider it worth going about either. It was 
on his beat also. So, as he was passing this man’s door, the man asked him if he was the man coming from 
the station to attend to it. Even he would not go into the house by himself. He waited until the constable 
on the beat came along to assist him with the arrest. When he got the man on the beat he got the man
and arrested him. . , T
4492. The fact is, that you gave the fullest information that you could to your Superintendent i I hat J.
could on paper.
4493. You could write as much on paper as you could say by conversing ? A man can always show a thing 
better in speaking than on paper.
4494. You made an explanation ? Yes.
4495. And the result was as I described ? Yes. _ , ,
4496. There is no doubt your superior officer was wrong, but the result is the same; you were fined a day s
pay? Yes. ... £
4497. Then we have three other charges against you—one is, “ Permitting a prisoner to escape from you l
I can explain that. _ _
4498. And you were found sitting down on a doorstep on another occasion gossiping? Yes. 449J.
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4499. Then you were charged with neglect of duty, “neglect of duty in failing to discover property on a Constable
body which you found ? Yes. J & r r j J. Lambert.
4500. Was not the punishment in that case “ Severely reprimanded and cautioned ” ? Yes, of course all . A *7'
these would not look so bad if I could explain them. 4 JNov-’ 1897
4501. They are not serious ; you are still in the Force? Considering that I am in Redfern, I am fortunate
to be m the service.
4o02. Mr. Abigail] You can take it as a compliment to you, as a witness of truth, that my friend has put
these questions to you. These charges were all trivial, were they not ? They were trivial.
le;rw' ^'n<^ ^ kis Worship think it at all necessary you are willing to give the fullest explanation? Yes.
4504.^ I suppose there are very few police in the Redfern Division who have not been reprimanded after nine 

service? I do not think you could get a man there of twelve months’ service who has not been punished.
450o. Even the immaculate Quelch has been punished ? Yes, I believe so ; I cannot swear it, but I believe 
he has been punished for neglect of duty.
Irn" tt6 ^aS °ertainly a record sheet against him ? I cannot swear only from what I hear.
4o0i. Have you ever heard that Inspector-General Fosbery said that he was a man of such a character that 
he could not retain him in the Water Police Force ? I heard it.

KOYAL COMMISSION—SENIOR-CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, • 105,

Senior-constable W. E. Quelch was recalled :—
4508. Mr. Bull] You have read this charge ISTo. 7 ? Yes. '
4509. And you remember the evening ? Yes.
4510. As a fact, what beat were you working that night? I was working the westward section.
“’ll- Which included the street in which Pogsons shop was? Yes, that side of the road, not the side 
that Constable Lambert says he was on.
4512. And what other police officers would be working beats upon the same street on the opposite side?
Serjeant Yane and Senior-constable Proctor, and Senior-constable Shaw would be on duty in charge of the 
station. °
4513. At what time had you gone on duty? 10 o’clock.

S'°W were y°u dressed that night? As 1 always dressed—night-cap, coat and macintosh.
4515. Do you remember seeing Pogson’s store ? Yes.
4516. What time did you first see it? I suppose between 10 and 11.
4517. How many times had you passed or been in the vicinity of this store before the circumstance that 
has been spoken of here, finding it open ? Finding it open the second time ?
4518. From 10 o’clock about until about 3, you had not passed the store ? No.
4.j19. Now, will you please describe what you did find? At 1 o’clock I went over to Darlington ; I visited 
the men in Darlington, as is my general practice.

Darlington is again to the west? Yes, after I visited the men in Darlington----- [Interrupted.]
Iron titU mean ^le men on t'le^r beats? The three constables who patrolled on the beats, 6, 9, 10, and 11. 
4o^l. Were you on patrol then? Yes. My general rule is to pick up the man on 11 beak last, that would 
be somewhere after 11 o’clock ; and I then in my custom have accompanied that man along Wilson-street 
to the boundary outlie district; that would be Forbes-street, “ Ivory’s Hotel.” The constable then on the 
beat would go up borbes-street on his side to the Newtown Hoad. I would leave the constable then and 
Cr°Si,i e railway premises, the usual track the public used to take until the Commissioners stopped it. I 
would cross then on the Alexandria side for the purpose of picking up the Alexandria men. The non
commissioned officers always adopt that practice on account of the large scope of the ground they have to 
cover. They could not very well visit the men otherwise. After visiting the men at Darlington, and 
crossing the railway and visiting the men on the Alexandria side, I walked up Raglan street towards the 
Botany Road. It,would be near about time for me to work up to the station for the relief going off at 
3 o clock. At 3 o clock there, is an alteration in all the beats, and the senior-constables out on patrol then 
have to also arrange at that time to allot off the men who have to be called for duty at 6 a.m. On comino- 
up Raglan-street I saw Constable Lambert at the corner of Raglan-street and Botany Road, almost opposite 
Mr. Pogson s shop. The other constable on the opposite corner, Constable Castle, would then go up Raglan- 
street on that morning to his starting point. Perhaps on another morning, if we were short of men, Castle 
would join with Lambert, if he were there, and they would work up to the station together. Some mornings, 
perhaps, three constables would be there and go up together. That is a general rule, and all constables 
know that, especially the senior-constables. On coming up Raglan-street, I noticed Constable Lambert 
under the lamp at the corner j and Constable Castle was then leaving th6 corner, going up Raglan-street, 
when I got to the corner by the “ Cricketers5 Arms Hotel.'5 Constable Lambert was then going up on the 
other side of the road. He passed Pogsons door, and was some 20 or 30 yards higher up on the other side 
of the road. I came along under the verandahs, which are very shady. The lamp in Pogson’s verandah 
throws a dark shade under the verandah. Mr. Pogson’s shop doorway goes back in a bow window about 3 
or 4 feet from the footpath. As usual, I shoved the door, and I went in with the door, and it made a noise, 
and Constable Lambert then came across the road when he heard my noise. He had his big coat on j but 
I saw, no revolver drawn, as he says now. I had my cape on. I said, “Mr. Pogson’s shop door is open.” 
I said, You remain here while I fetch Mr. Pogson,” after I saw all was correct. Just inside the door the 
whole place was stacked with groceries.
4523. What quantity of groceries would you suggest was stacked up? I suppose a cartload.
4524. Mr. Abigail.] Do you infer that they were stacked up ready for removal? Inside the door always, 
of a daytime, it is always stacked with groceries. There is a counter, and then all in front of the counter 
is stacked up with all different species of groceries. On the outside of the shop during the day all kinds of 
things are put out for exhibit, and then, on shutting up at night time, Mr. Pogson takes all this that is 
outside and stacks it on top of all this other that is inside. Boxes, brushes, brooms, soap-boxes, bags, and 
oatmeal, and all kinds of articles are stacked up inside. I said to Constable Lambert, when he came across 
Z of course, I just saw him going up there, and I called him across—I said to him, “ You remain here, and 
I wiU go and fetch Mr. Pogson.” I went round myself to Mr. Pogson’s private house, in Wyndham-street, 
and I roused up Mr. Pogson, and he said he would be there in a moment. I said, “ Do not be long, I have 
to be at the station at 3 o’clock. He said, “ I won’t be long,” and I then returned to the shop. I said to

*2 R Constable

Senior- 
constable 

W. E. Quelch.

4 Nov., 1897.
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Senior- Constable Lambert, “ Mr. Pogson is coming, go up to the station, you will be, required for your fresh beats 
^constable and cal]S)» j said) and report where I am and the circumstances.” He said, “ Yery good,” and_ crossed 

’ over again on to his own side of the road, and went away up to the station. The fact of me telling him 
4 Nov 1897 about going to the station for his fresh beats and calls has since been related by me to Superintendent Read 

’ in his office. Whilst the constable was going up on the other side, he might be just past Chapple-lane
' that is, a little higher up than Mr. Pogson’s shop—Mr. Pogson came down from his residence via Chapple-

lane to the shop, and went into the shop behind the counters, looked all round the shop everywhere, struck, 
a light, you know, and came out to me and said—in fact, I was in the shop with him at the time everything 
was all correct, as he had left it the night previously. He secured the door. _
4525. Mr. Bull.] How did he do that 1 He locked the door again with the key. He had his key. He
said, “ It is very curious my door gets found open so often.” .
4526. Was there a key there! I did not see any key at all. I used a remark, “These doors must be
opened with a key or something else, because I had heard certain inferences about certain places of course 
Mr. Plynn’s place is next door where I have caught the employee with a bag of stuff. I said “ How many 
times lias your place been found open?” “Well,” he said, “ I think Brewin found it open once. I said 
“ Yes, has it been found open since ?” He said “ I think another one of your officers has found it^ open
too.” I said “ Who may it be ?” He said “ I could not tell you.” He went-home and I went immediately
to the station and made an entry in the book, the entry between the watch-house keeper who was on 
duty that night, Senior-constable Shaw, and the same officer who made an entry the following morning at 
7'30 a.m. .
4527. It was your duty to report that? Yes. _
4528. And did you report it? Yes. That morning at 3 o’clock Serjeant Yane would be at the station,

. Senior-constable Shaw and Senior-constable Proctor. If any constable had anything under his observation
, . to report he should have reported it. Any instance, no matter whatever occurred, if he found a door open,

or saw anything that came under his observation, it was his duty to report it. That same night Inspector 
Lawless was on parade. Serjeant Yane was on parade, Senior-constable Proctor was on parade, and all the 
officers I have mentioned were on parade, and no such report as stated by Mr. Dacey was ever heard, 
ventilated, or anything heard about it, and until the things were published in Truth I never heard about it 

■ myself. . .
4529. Was it ever insinuated by anybody in any sense or way that you were there robbing that store that
night ? I never heard any such thing. I know well myself that not only that night, but every night in 
the year, as the beats are laid down, there must be two or three constables, and perhaps a serjeant and a 
senior-constable, in that vicinity at that very time. _ _ _
4530. Mr. Abigail.] Not when the senior-constable is in charge of the section? There is Serjeant Vane
and another senior-constable out besides me at that time. _
4531. Mr. Bull.] Well, go on ? This entry was, after this case started, for some days, disputed as ever being
entered. Not even the officer in the station could find it; it was never found until found by Inspector 
Lawless. I can give the date he found it. It was days and days after. _
4532. That is the charge there—that something took place, and you never reported it? Yes.
4533. Mr. Abigail.] No, the charge is that he is a burglar. \Mr. Bull then read Charge 7.]
4534. Mr. Abigail.] Mr. Dacey says he charges him as a burglar.
4535. Mr. Bull.] Are you taking the two together—charges 7 and 9 ?
4536. Mr. Abigail.] Yes, that is the inference that Mr. Dacey drew from these two charges. _
4537. Mr. Bull] The gravamen of Charge 7 is, “What I wish to draw particular attention to is, that this
case of attempted robbery of the grocery store has not been reported at head-quarters. That is a significant 
fact. Quelch was the officer to have reported it; but he has not yet made his report.” _
4538. Mr. Abigail.] The remainder of the charge is this, that he is a burglar, and it is only one element in 
the charge that he did not report it.

[At 1 p.m. the Inquiry was adjourned for luncheon.]

On resuming after the adjournment for lunch, ■
Charge 6 (continued)—

Senior-constable John Wilson was called and sworn :—
Senior- 4539. His Worship.] What is your name ? John Wilson, 

constable 4540. You are a senior constable ? Yes. .
John Wilson. 4541. Stationed where ? lied fern.

4542. Mr. Bull.] You are a plain-clothes officer ? Yes.
4 Nov., 1897. 4543, And you do duty in what division? Redfern.

4544. Do you remember hearing of an attempted burglary at “ Myall House ? Yes.
4545. Do you remember whether you took any part in any investigation in regard to that ? Yes, I made

Mr. Abigail

an investigation for two or three days following. I went there the following morning.
4546. You went there the morning after the burglary was reported ? Yes. _
4547. Did you ever report to anybody that in your opinion Quelch was the burglar? No, sir.
4548. Mr. Abigail.] I object to this. ,
4549. Mr. Bull.] You know Mr. Dacey? Yes.
4550. Have you had any conversation with him since this commission started ? 
and Mr. Dacey on Monday last.
4551. Did Mr. Dacey accuse you of having made a report with regard to Quelch?
4552. Did he ask you ? Yes, he said, “Is it a fact?”
4553. What was it Dacey said to you ? He said, “ Is it a fact ?” .
4554. Mr. Abigail,] I do not object to this if your Worship thinks it is material, but I do submit that what 
Mr. Dacey did say he had a perfect right to say in order to get information relative to this charge to^put 
before you, but finding that this witness could not give us any information we did not call him. Now, 
what materiality is there in what Mr. Dacey and I said to this witness to see if he knew anything about it ?

Witness:'

I did, with

No, sir.
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Wiiness : The first thing Mr. Dacey said was, “ I sent for you this morning.” He said “ I heard you ^eDtl°irj. 
were sick, and I was sorry afterwards I disturbed you.” He said “ Did you make any inquiries over that Johifwilsoh 
‘ Myall House ’ robbery ?” I said “ Yes, I did.” He said “ Is it a fact that you wrote a report suspecting a ^ 
Quelch of having committed this robbery, and that you for some purpose did not forward it?” I said “No, .4 Nov., 1897. 
sir, it is not a fact.”
4555. Mr. Jjull.] “Is it a fact that you wrote a report suspecting Quelch?” And he said, “Mr. Abigail 

‘has been informed that such is the case.” I said, “ Well, it is a lie ; no such thing ever took place.”
4556. Whether either Mr. Abigail or Mr. Dacey had been so informed the truth is no such report ever
existed ? That is it. It is entirely false. -
4557. Mr. Hull.] Was any such thing done by you? Not by me, no. No such thing. I never dreamt of 
such a thing.
4558. Never wrote such a thing ? No.
4559. And so far as you are concerned, by no effort of yours did ever such thing exist? No.
4560. Was anything savouring such a thing ever handed to Mr. Lawless? No sir. I never wrote such a 
thing. I never had such an idea in my head.
4561. I think you made your investigation the very next morning? The next morning and the two or 
three following days, with other work ;T did not do that exclusively.
4562. Do you remember, being stationed as you are in the Redfern district, reports being made from time ' 
to time to the Police Station with regard to burglaries in the vicinity of Cleveland-street and about Pitt- 
street, Redfern ? Yes ; there have been several reports.
4563. Do you remember Glover’s premises, for instance? Yes, I remember that.
4564. Poole’s and Stedman’s ? Yes.
'4565. Do you remember reports were made from time to time that burglaries of different descriptions, and 
attempts at burglary, had been perpetrated and attempted in and around this district ? Yes ; I remember 
several round that district.
4566. In the vicinity of “ Myall House” ? Yes. Of course, it could not be in front of it, because the Park 
was there—at the back of it. ■
4567. Mr. Abigail.] Well, then, by what peculiar process of inspiration did Quelch know that Mr. Dacey
had asked you any questions touching the evidence that you could or could not give in this case ? I never .
spoke to Quelch. .
4568. How did he know? I had a conversation with Mr. Lawless, and reported the matter to him.
4569. You reported it to Mr. Lawless? I had a conversation with him.
4570. And you told Mr. Lawless that Mr. Dacey had been putting questions to you ? No, sir ; I just fold
him that this conversation took place.
4571. And you told Mr. Lawless ? I told several. ‘ ' '

.,4572. And you told Mr. Lawless ? Yes.
4573. And when you were asked these questions you were actually here in attendance on a summons?
No, sir.
4574. You were sent for to give evidence here? That is right, I was sent for by Mr. Dacey.
4575. We asked for a subpoena for you. You do not know how it got to Quelch’s ears? No, I spoke to
several about it.
4576. And you also spoke to your Inspector ? Yes. I think I spoke to four people.
4577. Give us the names of them all ? I told Constable Bannan, and there were two present when I said it.
4578. Who were they ? It was in the Police yard, in the station yard.
4579. Mr. Bull.] Do you mean two other police officers? Yes.
4580. Mr. Abigail.] You were merely asked for information ? Yes. ■
4581. You were not influenced at all. You were asked in the most open, free, and frank way, and immedi
ately you said, you had not done it did I not say it was no use calling you ? Yes. I will tell you another
one I told too, Senior-constable Harrison.
4582. Can you remember anyone else ? No, I know there were two others present.
4583. How long have you been an officer at Redfern ? About six years. .
4584. You have been there the whole time that Quelch has been there ? No, sir.
4585. Quelch has been there the whole time that you have been there ? Yes.
4586. And you know there are sides taken at Redfern Station over this matter of Quelch’s ? I do not
understand.
4587. There are sides taken ? You mean for and against Quelch ? '
4588. Yes? No.
4589. You took Quelch’s side? No. .
4590. Be careful ? I have not spoken to him for about three years.
4591. Why? We had words about three years ago.
4592. And you have never spoken to him since? Only as a matter of duty. ,
4593. Now, did not you tell one of your own personal friends—now, I want you to be perfectly fair to him 
as well as to you—that having made inquiries over this “ Myall House ” case, you had written out a report, 
but that afterwards you thought rather than be worried with the thing you would tear it up? No, sir.
4594. Did you never tell anybody that ? Never, positively no.
4595. Did you start to make out a report? No, sir.
4596. Or get anybody to do it for you ? No I can report myself ; I do not require to ask anybody.
4597. You never did? I never had such an idea.
4598.. You will admit this : that at the station Quelch and Dukes are both known as pets of Mr. Lawless, 
and that that epithet is applied to them ? No.
4599. You do not know that ? No, I do not.
4600. Would you be surprised to hear that Senior-serjeant Bell knows it and says it is current rumour ?
I do not know. •
4601. You do not know it ? No. . •
4602. As a matter of fact, you had the strongest disinclination to be drawn into this at all; you wanted to 
be kept out of it, did you not ? For one reason I did. I did not want to come. Quelch and I have not 
been the best of friends these three years, and I told you the truth, I did not like to be called.
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Senior- 4603. And you carefully abstained in this manner from remarking on one side or the other personally 1 I 
t L°n wnle have not-

vviiaon. 46()^ You ]iave carefully kept out of it >t yes.
4 Nov 1897. 4605. But know that remarks have been made in the station for and against Quelch in this matter ? Not 

in my presence.
4606. But you know as a matter of common repute 1 I could not swear it.
4607. Why this necessity for careful caution on your part 1 I simply had nothing to do with the matter, 
and had no conversation with anybody about it, and did not want to.
4608. But you knew perfectly well that there were conversations between other officers? No doubt there 
have been ; I believe there have ; but I have not heard it.
4609. And there is a great division amongst the constables as to Quelch’s alleged guilt ? I do not know that.
4610. Was that not common talk in the station ? Asa plain-clothes constable I am very little amongst
the men, and do not hear these things. ;
4611. Did you not say this actually yourself, that you personally would not stand in Quelch s shoes for 
£5001 No.
4612. Did you not say that you had your own opinion about him, but that you would not express it because 
it would be said that because you were both at loggerheads you were merely saying this to maliciously injure

■ him ? No ; I do not remember saying any7 such thing.
4613. Will you swear you did not say it? I will swear I did not-say it. _
4614. Is it a matter of recollection, or a matter of absolute denial, that you never said it ? I never said ,
that I would not stand in Quelch’s bools for £500. _ _
4615. The second question was this : Did you not say that you had your own opinion about him. but that
you would not express it because it would be said that because you were both at loggerheads you were merely 
saying this to maliciously injure him ? No ; I will tell you what I did say.
4616. Tell us what you did say ? Someone said, “ Now you are mixed up in this. .
4617. Who was it? I do not know.
4618. Was it a constable at Redfern? Yes. I said, “No ; and I am glad, too, as Quelch and I are not
the best of friends and it is a miserable thing to be mixed up in.”
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Senior-constable W. E. Quelch, recalled :—
Senior- 4619. Ifr. /hill.] At the adjournment 1 was reading to your Worship the charge, and we wish to draw 

cons‘able attention to.the charge that the matter was not reported by Quelch. (To the witness) : Now you were 
there as a fact when Mr. Pogson came ? Yes. _ _

4 Nov 1897 4620. You heard Lambert say that there was a key in the door at the time that he was there. 1 never
saw such a thing.
4621. Was there a key in the door ? Not at all.
4622. Had you any key in your possession ? Only my patent latchkey and my handcuff-key.
4623. A Yale lock key ? Yes, and my fire alarm key, and my whistle. _
4624. Did you really ask Lambert to stop there whilst you went up and apprised Pogson? Yes, 1 did.
4625. And he did not leave until you came back ? No. '
4626. You heard the statement made by Lambert with regard to the bag, or some property, which he says
was outside. Yes. .
4627. What do you say to that? I say I never saw such a thing in my life—not outside the shop.
4628. Had you either of the doors open, or were either of the doors open when Lambert was there ? Not
af'all- ' ... , ,1 i4629. You have heard him describe that there was a sack—this inevitable sack a sack or hempen bag
with something contained in it, and on the top of it a packet or parcel apparently a 6-lb. parcel of sugar. 
Was anything of the sort on the outside of the premises ? I never saw such a thing as that there ; I saw a 
bundle of empty hempen bags inside the door, like what would be hung up outside a grocer s shop for sale. 
They were lying just inside the door, with brushes and other kinds of groceries.
4630. Did you see a 6-lb parcel of sugar anywhere there? Not at all; I saw no parcel there wha.tevcr. 
The majority of the things that were packed up inside were tins of herrings or meat, bars of soap, tins of 
honev, and bags of oatmeal, and half a dozen of these kit bags, all tied together with a loop on, like you 
would hang it up with, and a bundle of little brushes, and one or two little brooms, bottles of sauces, and 
things like that.
4631. The usual character and description of grocery goods ? Yes. „
4632. Mv. Abigail.] This reminds me of the quotation, “ Methinks the lady doth protest too much.
4633. Mr. Bull.] You struck a light when you were in there ? I did not strike a light.
4634. Who struck the light ? Mr. Pogson struck a light.
4635. His Worship.) Then you say there was nothing taken out by you and put back again? .Nothing at
all ; I never saw a bag full of things. . . ,
4636. Mr. Bull.) You heard Lambert say that you remarked that you were going to take something to the
Police Station ? Not at all. . , „
4637. Was there any property at all of any sort that you were going to take to the Police fetation J iNot
at all. '
4638. You had nobody in custody ? No?
4639. You saw nothing of this description there, in the possession of anybody whom you were taking to the
police-station? Not at all. _ __ „
4640. There would be no object in taking property unless it was to be identified ? ISo.

. 4641. That is the only reason for taking property, when somebody is arrested with property near them, or 
under circumstances indicating that it is in the possession of that person—then the property is taken too ? 
Quite so.
4642. You see the first part of this charge, that you never made that report? Yes.
4643. That is untrue ? Quite untrue.
4644. And you produce the report [Exhibit No. 27] ? Yes, 4645.
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4645. You also produce, do you not, a report made by Senior-constable Bourke [Exhibit No. 28] the month Senior-
before with regard to this same shop being found open? Found opened by Senior-constable Bourke, and wc2?8ial3'e, 
entered in the book by Senior-constable Bourke. . W ■&. quelch.
4646. Were you on duty, or on that beat at that time, or during that portion of that day ? I was at home 4 ifov 1597^
in bed asleep. *
4647. Not on duty at all ? No.
4648. And the place was apparently found open by Bourke and was reported ? Found open by Bourke at 
twenty minutes to 1 in the morning. Well, that would be after three constables had passed that very 
shop door that night, the constable on the beat twice, the constable going down at 10 o’clock to take up 
the next beat, and the constable on the beat passing the door at 9 o’clock that night, that would be 
Constable Ridley, Constable Walker, and Constable Hill. I think all three passed the door.
4649. Mr. Abigail.] Now, you see, in this case as in the “ Myall House ” case and the other cases, you have 
denied categorically and particularly the evidence given by the winesses—whom I shall call for convenience’ 
sake incriminating witnesses? Yes.
4650. Now, you will admit that Lambert, if he is to be believed, is an incriminating witness against you ?
He is against me—of course, he is.
4651. And you see that in every possible way you have denied from first to last all that Lambert has said ?
I do.
4652. The whole of the circumstances related by Lambert ? I do.
4653. As to how he saw you, what he saw you doing, the conversation that he had with you, and you with 
him, are all denied by you from first to last ? Yes.
4654. Now, I ask you, Quelch, is there any reason why a man like Lambert should go into that box and 
perjure himself for you ? I tell you that Constable Lambert is one of the most discontented, grumbling 
constables in Redfern. I will put witnesses in the box to prove it.
4655. Is not he a truthful man ? I do not think he is.
4656. Is it not your duty to the public as well as to the service to unmask him, then ? I must catch the 
fellow first.
4657. Can you give me an instance of his untruthfulness to you to justify your impression? I can give
you an instance this very day. I told Constable Lambert this very morning to go to the station and report 
the circumstance, as he would be required. .
4658. That is where you are at issue ? I told him to go to the station and report the circumstance, as he
would be wanted for his fresh beats and calls. He did not report the circumstances. The question was 
put to him this morning in this court whether as a fact I did not tell him to go to the station for his fresh 
beats and calls and he denied it. . .
4659. And so you say he is untruthful simply because your version ought to be believed and not his? I 
think I will put some witnesses in the box to show you.
4660. Is not that so, that this is the only instance you can show, and that simply because you contradict 
him your statement is to be believed and not his, that he is the liar and not you ? He is a constable that
is always grumbling and discontented. . ‘
4661. I am asking who is the liar between you ? He is. •
4662. Can you give me any other instance in your experience of him as a constable in the force why he 
should be disbelieved ? I can.
4663. What is it ? He tried to say he was not guilty in the case with Constable Ingram.
4664. Did not you hear him say to-day that he had never had an opportunity of personal explanation of
that until to-day ? He had every opportunity of explaining it personally or in writing to his Superintendent, 
and could not do it. ,
4665. Is there any grievance between you two as men ? There is a grievance.
4666. What is it ? He is a most discontented, grumbling man.
4667. Have you ever had to come into collision with him as his senior officer? No.
4668. Can you give me any reason why you should say he is a liar, and that his story in the box should
not be taken, and that he should be regarded as an untruthful witness ? If he thought that I was doing 
anything wrong, or that there was anything wrong, or if he saw anything wrong certainly in the first 
instance it would be fully established in his mind. Why did not he report it at the station ? .
4669. Does not he tell you this that he spoke in a conversational way to Kidd on that very morning when 
he first returned and told him what was in his mind ? I never heard of such a thing until to-day. ,
4670. You see Lambert says that when he went over to you you were fastening the door with a key ? Yes.
4671. That you were in a stooping position fastening the door with a key, and that you had a small hempen
bag filled with groceries, and a 6 lb. sugar bag on top. Is that untrue ? Absolutely untrue. •
4672. There is no foundation for that ? Not at all. Mr. Pogson’s door is very low, and you have to stoop 
to close it, to get to the handle.
4673. Then you were stooping ? I had not a key.
4674. But you have admitted that you had your own private house-key upon you ? Yes.
4675. And your fire alarm key ? Yes.
4676. And a whistle? Yes.
4677. Were you trying to fit or had you succeeded in fitting the key of your private house in Pogson’s 
door ? Nothing of the sort, and I will challenge you or anybody else to try to open Mr. Pogson’s door with 
my key. It is a five chambered latch-key for a patent lock.
4678. You say you did not see him with any revolver m his possession ? No.
4679. And it is not true that he had this conversation with you : “ It is lucky for you ; I might have shot 
you as a burglar ” ? Never such a word was uttered.
4680. Do you also say that there was no bag of sugar on the bag ? I say the bag was not outside at all.
4681. Was the bag inside ? No.
4682. Not a little hempen bag ? No.
4683. Had you been inside at all ? No ; I had not been inside.
4684. Now, you have heard him swear that when he went across the road he saw you coming out. He did 
nothing of the sort.
4685. You were then in the act of closing the door with the key. Is not that so ? I was not inside the
place at all. I came round the corner 31 paces away from this door, that is all the corner is. 4686.
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Senior- 4686. Now tell me this : Is it a fact that he said to you, “What are you going to do with this,” touching 
/—ble^ the bag, and you said you were going to take it' up to the station 1 I never used any such remark.

• ■ yue ^ Was there any conversation about taking the bag to the station? There was no conversation about
4 Nov. 1897. any ka8 whatever.’ 4688. Was the bag put back again? No ; if the bag was put back again the proprietor of the shop would

have found it.
4689. Now you say this : that all that Lambert has sworn is absolutely untrue? Not all. ■
4690. This conversation about your locking the door and being inside? That is untrue.
4691. And about him covering you with his revolver and telling you you were lucky ? He had his 
overcoat fully buttoned up and I think I could see if he had his revolver put then.
4692. Then all those things are absolutely untrue ? It is.
4693. You have admitted you can discover no motive for this man deliberately perjuring himself to injure
you ? I have explained to you----- SJnterrwpted^
4694. You have heard him explain to-day that he has no complaint against you ? It is just the same with 
them, behind your back they are different altogether at Redfern.

. 4695. You have sworn that everything the incriminating witness has spoken to is an absolute lie although
. you cannot give any reason why he should perjure himself, and in the “Myall House” case you have sworn 

that three witnesses are liars ?
4696. Mr. I object to this, you are making a speech cross-examination.
4697. His Worship.] I cannot allow this. What you are putting now is all down, you have put it all 
before.
4698. Mr. Abigail.] I want to know do you see the peculiar coincidence of these things that I have referred 
to, that in this instance you out-swear Lambert by contradicting all he says, you out-swear three witnesses 
in the “ Myall House” case by contradicting them and stigmatising their evidence as perjury, and yet you 
cannot discover any motive for one of these four witnesses injuring you by perjury ? I do not see any 
coincidence in it at all.
4699. You cannot see that out of five men, you included, you want his Worship to believe that you are the 
only truthful man, and the others are liars and perjurers. Don’t you see that your evidence drives you to 
that fearful extremity ? I think I put the case before the Court in a straightforward manner, and single
handed, and I have not approached a witness.
4700. Cannot you see that what I have pointed out is a peculiar coincidence? No; I cannot see it.
4701. You went round to Pogson’s and brought him down? Yes.
4702. How long were you inside with him? Where? I never went inside his house at all.
4703. In the shop, I mean? I suppose about a couple of minutes; it might have been three minutes.
4704. And in a couple of minutes all this long time ago, the 28th July, 1895, you can recollect all you saw 
in that shop, and with such a particularity as to how it was stacked up, and where it was stacked ? I could 
see it every night in my life.
4705. You could not see last night what you saw six months ago? I can see it every night.
4706. You have told us where the herrings were, where the soap was, where the bags were, and you say 
there were five or six hempen bags ? I can tell you what the shopkeeper does.
4707. Did you see what you have just described in Pogson’s shop on the night of the 28th of July, 1895, 
during the two minutes that you were in there? Years before, and since.
4708. How could you see whgtyou said you did see on the 28th of July, 1895? I see similar articles every 
day.
4709. Then you describe what you say you saw on the night of the 28th July, 1895 ; so long as you are 
certain about one article, that will do for me. Are you certain that on that night, July the 28th—the 
night of this occurrence—there were five or six hempen bags hanging up ? I did not say they were hanging 
up at all. .
4710. Where were they ? They were lying down.
4711. And they were usually hanging outside the shop in the daytime ? Yes.
4712. They were hempen bags, were they not, like the one you had in the court the other day in the pigeon- 
case ? I think they were different. I think they were different material and different handles.
4713. But they were like that [producing a bag]% Bigger than that.
4714. How much bigger than that ? It may be a couple of sizes.
4715. «You will admit that if a man has a waterproof cape on, a bag a couple of sizes bigger than that can
be conveniently concealed under that cape and his coat ? I do not think so, not if he is going amongst 
policemen in a police-station. • _
4716. How far is Pogson’s from your house—the shortest cut. Your house is on Pogson’s side of the 
police-station ? I know it is.
4717. How far is it? I should say half a mile.
4718. Now, Quelch? It might not be, hardly half a mile.
4719. Is it a quarter of a mile by the shortest cut ? Over; I am positive about it.
4720. By the back gate ? I could not get in the back of a night time, not unless I went home.
4721. Supposing that night you left the back gate open? I never do.
4722. But supposing you did, you could get in, could not you? Yes, I could only get into the back yard 
though, not anywhere else.
4723. How far is it from your back gate to Pogson’s by the shortest cut ? About 800 yards. Of course if I 
flew like a pigeon over the houses it might be a little less. Then at that time I would be almost walking 
alongside a constable going up Raglan-street on this beat.
4724. Do you know that one of the other charges is that you were removing a bag of sugar which you 
called sand from this very shop ? No.
4725. “About six months ago, Constable Hill, when on duty on the Botany Road, saw a man crossing the 
Botany Road in a slouch hat, and with a bag of something on his back. Hill approached the man and was 
surprised to find that it was his senior officer, Quelch, who said ‘It is all right Hill, I have been getting 
some sand for my canaries ’ ” ? Hill never saw me near Mr. Pogson’s shop.
4726. You know that there is that charge against you ? I do, well.
4727. And you know that that charge connects you with Pogson’s shop ? I do not know anything of the
sort. ■ 4728.
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4728. Do you mean to tell me that you do not know that the complaint against you in connection with Senior-
that eighth charge is that instead of sand it was sugar, and that you were coming from the rear of Pogson’s yy^E^Quelch 

'shop round the lanes 1 You never saw me, nor did Hill see me round the lanes. If you infer that it was - ‘a ■ *
sugar, I shovelled it off the public streets, as I have done for the last eight years. 4. Nov., 1897,
4729. You must have a lot of conspirators there in that Force to ruin you ? There are, there, in Redfern, I ' ~ ‘ ■
can tell you. '
4730. Do you know that this charge 8 is that you were going from the rear of Pogson’s shop carrying what
you are accused of carrying, sugar ; but you call it sand 1 No. ,
4731. I am only telling you what the charge means ? No.
4732. Now do you mean to say that Lambert could be by any possibility mistaken when he said he stood
right oyer you, up against you, and saw you deliberately lock the door? I most decidedly say he was 
mistaken. . '
4733. Taking the key out afterwards, and yourself sending him to the station while you said you would go
and rouse up Pogson ? I did not say any such thing. .
4734. Do you say he is wrong ? I do say he is wrong.
4735. Was there any reason why he should not go to the station when you told him to go and report it? I 
never gave him any reason not to do it. I told him to do it.
4736. Did you, when you went to the station, inquire at the station whether the man you had sent to report 
it did report it ? I found by the book that he had not reported it.
4737. Did you make any complaint against him for neglect of duty ? I did not.
4738. Did you ever speak to a soul about his negligence in not obeying your commands as a senior officer ? No,
4739. Notwithstanding that you, a strong disciplinarian, who never fails to make a report of disobedience,
made.the report yourself ? Most decidedly I did. , ,
4740. Who was the officer in charge ? Constable Kidd. .
4741. And you will admit that it was his duty as officer in charge to write, the report down and get you to
sign in the usual way ? No. '
4742. Is not that the usual way ? No. .
4743. Is not the officer in charge specially commissioned, as a matter of duty, to enter the reports, and the
party from whom he receives them initials them ? Not that book. . .
4744. What book? The Occurrence Book. '
4745. Is that in this ? It would not be in it. . ’ ’
4746. Why would it not be in it ? It is not my duty. , ’ , .
4747. Can I take it from you that you have gone through the Occurrence Book and have .discovered that, 
that entry of yours has not been entered up in the Occurrence Book ? It would not be.
4748. Now give me July, don’t give me June? I will give you any book you like. \_Handed books to Mr.
Abigail.1 Never such an entry was ever made in the Occurrence Book.
4749. You admit yourself that your complaint is not in the Duty Occurrence Book, which you say is compiled
by the sergeant in charge, and should be entered up from this Rough Occurrence Book ? No, it has nothing 
to do with it. • . ' ' .
4750. Are not these entered up anywhere ? Only robberies, or anything appertaining to that department,
such as bills or anything else, are entered up. . ''
4751. Now, you see this complaint immediately preceding yours. Is that in there ? That would not be in
there. , ,
4752. Well, see? I am sure it is not in there. . ,
4753. Can you give me this : “ Horse lying struggling on the ground” ? That would not be in this book.
4754. Who wrote this ? The watchhouse-keeper after he got up.
4755. Who is the watchhouse-keeper? Senior-constable Shaw.
4756. Well, then, your complaint about seeing this shop open is sandwiched in between two complaints
written by the watchhouse-keeper ? Yes. .
4757. Who was on duty at the station ? No, he was in bed. ■ .
4758. Do you mean to say that at any time the station has no one in charge ? The senior-constable goes 
to bed at 3 o’clock, and Constable Kidd gets up and writes the routes in the Route-book.
4759. He also writes up the complaints by the constables repoi'ted to him? Not at all. Not by the senior- 
constables. There is Senior-constable Proctor’s handwriting, Serjeant Houlahan’s, and other constables, see 
that [indicating to Mr. AbigaiQ.
4760. At any rate you will admit this, that although you gave strict injunctions to Lambert to go to the
station, post-haste, and make a complaint about Pogson’s shop being found open, and to use your own 
language “ to say where you were” and to describe the circumstances under which you were at Pogson’s, he 
never did so ? No. ;
4761. You went to the station subsequently, after being relieved by Pogson, and then you found that there 
was no complaint lodged in the Occurrence Book, and you immediately lodged it ? I put the record in the 
book.
4762. And have you never, from then to now, made the slightest complaint to anybody about Lambert’s 
negligence ? Of course not.
4763. But you will admit that it was negligence? You do not suppose the senior-constables report the 
men for every little thing.
4764. You will admit that you did not, in this particular instance, report this constable ? No decidedly not;
Inspector Lawless will tell you that we do not report them for every little thing.
4765. Was it not a usual thing on a clear night to wear an overcoat on duty instead of a macintosh ? I 
never wear my overcoat on night duty.
4766. When do you wear it? Never, I always wear my macintosh; Serjeant Yane always wears his 
macintosh.
47 67. Are not coats part of your uniform ? It is part. ■
4768. Is there not a uniform uniform, if I may be allowed the expression ? Not altogether ; some constables
wear their capes. ■
4769. Are they allowed to do that? Yes.
4770. Is not there a rule that they should be attired alike when on duty? Some constables you will,see
with a macintosh, and some with a coat. 4771.
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Senior- 4771. Is it a matter of choice? It is a matter of choice; I never wear my overcoat.
°T?Sr)akl® 4772. Now, you will admit this, that Lambert did see you at Pogson’s door ? Outside, yes.
'. ‘ a Ue C1~ 4773. And that you sent him away, and that from then until you got to the station there was nobody had 

4 Nov. 1897. any conversation with you, or saw you, except Pogson? No. _
’ 4774. So that you will admit that, if Lambert is to be believed about this bag being outside, and your

putting it back again, and if you are to be believed that—when you went for Pogson, and Pogson came 
back with you and certified that everything was all right, and nothing had been moved—that there was 
time for you, had you been disposed, to have moved the bag and put the groceries back, and put back the 
bag ? I never went inside the shop.
4775. But there was time ? No, there was not. _
4776. You did not have time to do what I have just asked you, while Constable Lambert was returning to 
the station, and before you had gone for Pogson ? No, there was no time. I remained outside of Mr. 
Pogson’s house. I think I knocked once or twice—I might have knocked three times for all I know.
4777. Will you admit this : that there was time, after Lambert went to the station, presuming that you 
had a key, for you to have locked the door and put the key in your pocket, or, rather, having locked the 
door, to have unlocked the door, put the key in your pocket, and then gone to Pogson’s? Not at all, 
because I never sent Lambert away until I came back from Mr. Pogson’s.
4778. Yes ; but before Pogson had come up ? Constable Lambert was only a few yards past Chapple-lane 
when Mr. Pogson came down Chapple-lane. He said that I sent him to the station; but it was after I 
came back from Pogson’s.
4779. He said he left you at the door, and you said you would go round to Mr. Pogson’s ? I went round 
to Pogson’s first. When I came back Mr. Pogson was then about starting from his house, and I instructed 
Constable Lambert to go to the station and report where I was, as he would be wanted for his fresh beats 
and calls.
4780. His Worship.] Did Lambert remain there while you went to Pogson’s? Yes.
4781. So that Lambert saw you, you were not there by yourself to do anything? No.
4782. Mr. Abigail.] But on your own admissions you say that you came back from Pogson’s and that you 
sent Lambert away, and that you waited at Pogson’s shop until Pogson came up ? Pogson came down on 
the same side of the road as his shop from Chapple-lane. There was no waiting at all.
4783. You say that when you got back to Lambert, whom you left waiting on guard outside Pogson’s shop, 
Pogson must have been just then leaving his house. Plis house is just round the corner ? Round in 
Wyndham-street.
4784. How many yards away ? It is the next street at the back.
4785. How many yards ? The distance from street to street is somewhere about 90 yards.
4786. From shop to residence ! About 150 yards ? .
4787. You waited there long enough for Pogson to traverse the 150 yards from his house to his shop? 
Yes.
4788. His Worship.] After Lambert had gone? No. Lambert never left the shop until I got back. I 
sent him away then.
4789. Was Pogson there then? Pogson was coming down the street.
4790. Were you there by yourself after you sent Lambert away before Pogson arrived ? I may have been 
a few seconds, but that is all. A very short time, your Worship. I remained outside on the footpath until 
Mr. Pogson came down,' then Mr. Pogson was the first to enter the shop, and I followed him in.
4791. Mr. Abigail.] Do you know Alderman Horne? I do.
4792. Do you know Alderman Hannan ? I do.
4793. You know “ Hannan’s Hotel” ? Ido.
4794. Kept by a cousin of Alderman Hannan? Yes.
4795. Were not you recently in that hotel at 11 o’clock drinking? No, I was in there before 11 and came 
outside.
4796. When was it? By appointment with the Mayor of Alexandria I went down to the Borough of 
Alexandria Council Chambers.
4797. When ? I should say it is about a month ago.
4798. Mr. Bull] What is the Mayor’s name? Alderman Harden. There I met Alderman Horne and 
Alderman Hannan.
4799. Mr. Abigail.] By appointment, too? Not Alderman Hannan. I went down to see Alderman 
Horne. I was told he would be there that night to see the Mayor over some municipal business. I went 
down to see him, and after being there some time we all four of us left.
4800. How long were you there altogether? In the Council Chambers?
4801. In the hotel ? We were not there very long.
4802. How long? About a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes, perhaps half an hour. '
4803. Were you there half an hour ? About half an hour.
4804. More or less? I do not think it was more.
4805. What time did you leave the hotel? About five minutes to 11, and while standing on the footpath 
Serjeant Yane passed and Brewin passed. Brewin stood watching us round the corner.
4806. Now, you went down there begging for characters, applying for characters. That was the appointment 
was it not ? I was requested to go down there by the Mayor.
4807. You went down there to get a character ? I suppose that was what it was for.
4808. You know what you went for ? I was requested by the Mayor to go down there.
4809. Was he going to present you with a certificate of character unasked? I asked the Mayor how long 
he had known me in the district in my capacity both private and public, and then the Mayor said, “ You 
come down to the Council Chambers, Alderman Horne will be there; he wants to see you.” I never 
approached Alderman Horne that much (indicating).
4810. Is not that what I asked you before ? Did not you go down there to ask for a certificate of character ? 
Not to ask.
4811. What did you go down for ? I had met the Mayor elsewhere.
4812. Did not you go down for a certificate of character ? I had the Mayor’s signature several days before 
this.

4813.
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4813. What did you mean by saying just now “ I suppose so ” when I asked you “ Did you go down there
for a character ” 1 It did turn out when I got there. ' W E 0 1 h
4814. Did not you know what you went down there for 1 When I got there I knew. I have not been *_ ' ‘
like your client, Mr. Dacey, going to my wife’s relatives about me. Mr. Dacey has been round to my wife’s 4 jq-ov jgg^ 
relatives asking to try and fossick out what he could about me, and if you want it I will bring them here. ’

EOYAL COMMISSION—SENIOR-CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. " 113'

Senior-
constable

Mr. Biron Pogson, Grocer, 44 Botany Road, Alexandria, was called and sworn :—
4815. His Worship.'] What is your name ? Biron Pogson.
4816. And what are you 1 Master Grocer.
4817. At where ? 44 Botany Road, Alexandria.
4818. Mr. Bull.] You know Quelch, the senior-constable? Yes.
4819. How long have you been in the Redfern district? About twenty years.
4820. You are a resident of the district of twenty years’ standing ? _ Yes.
4821. How long have you been in business ? About fifteen.
4822. Do you remember July of 1895, Quelch coming to you one morning with regard to your shop? Yes, 
I do.
4823. Can you say about what time in the night or morning it was, so far as you remember ? Well, I have 
not much idea. It may have been 2 or 3 o’clock or 1 o’clock.
4824. Were you awakened at your private house ? Yes.
4825. What time did you give up business the night before that morning? It may be between half-past 8 
and 9 o’clock, as near as I can remember.
4826. And how are your premises fastened up ? Locked up in the ordinary way back and front.
4827. Is there a lock attached to the door, a padlock or what ? Just an ordinary lock, no padlock.
4828. To the front door ? The same. •
4829. Are they double doors in the front or single? Double doors.
4830. And one door is fastened back in the usual way by bolts on the inside? Yes.
4831. And the other door is locked to that when fastened?
4832. Having been awakened by Quelch, tell me what you did? Well, I came round to the shop with
Mr. Quelch. Of course when we got there the front door was a little ajar. Of course we went through
the premises and lit a candle, and had a look round, and we also went to the back, and I believe, to the
best of my knowledge, that was open also.
4833. You went to the front of the premises when you came down? Yes.
4834. The doors were pulled to but ajar? That is it.
4835. In other words, not locked ? They were not locked.
.4836. Did you have a light inside ? Yes.
4837. And you went, you say, through to the back of the premises, and to the best of your recollection or 
belief the back door was open ? I am almost sure it was, but I am not positive.
4838. How would that be fastened ? In the same way, with a lock and key ? Yes.
4839. With regard to the back, would the keys of the back and front doors, would either or both be left on 
the premises ? The back door key would be left on the premises.
4840. Inside the premises in the lock ? Yes.
4841. What would become of the other key? Oh, I always took that home with me.
4842. And you had it with you when you came down that morning ? Yes.
4843. Well, tell us what you say with regard to the premises. First of all did you find any property had 
been taken? Well, certainly I had a good look round, to the best of my knowledge; of course, I could 
not say whether there was anything interfered with or not. Of course, in an establishment like mine it would 
be very hard to miss it.

’ 4844. Did you notice that anything particularly had been interfered with ? No.
4845. I understand that you do expose a quantity of goods for sale outside ? Yes.
4846. All you people do the same thing; and at night, when your premises are being closed, where are they 
put ? They are put in their different departments. We have what you call bins and shelves, and we 
generally put all things in these when we bring them in at night, generally.
4847. Were there any goods exposed in the front of the shop ? There always is something just inside the 
door.
4848. Did you notice, so far as you can remember, any goods of any description disturbed, taken from their 
ordinary places? Well, I could not say.
4849. You missed nothing ? Not to my knowledge.
4850. Were the premises locked up ? Yes; of course, Mr. Quelch and 1 came round through the place, and 
I locked up and went home again.
4851. Was there any key in the door when you got there ? No. Except in the back door. The back 
door key was there.
4852. Is that the first time, or the only time, that you received a similar intimation about your place? No;
that was the third time. ’
4853. And do you remember who it was on any previous occasion gave you any intimation with regard to 
your place being found open? Well, I believe it was Constable Bourke and Mr. Brewin—what we call the 
night-watchman—and the other occasion it was a little further back, and I never could call to mind who 
it was.
4854. Do you remember whether Bourke’s case was a month before Quelch gave you this information ? 
I could not say positively about that.
4855. I suppose an entry by Bourke in the Police Occurrence Book would probably be accurate if he
nominates a time in June, this time when Quelch woke you up being in July ? I should not think the two 
occurrences took place that near together. .
4856. You do not think so ? To my knowledge.
4857. I may, just as a fact, tell you that Bourke has made an entry in the Police Occurrence Book himself,
in his own handwriting, and he did acquaint you on one occasion of this place being found open ? Yes; that 
is right. '
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And, on that occasion, did you accompany Bourke back to the place ? Yes.
Did you find anything disturbed then ? To the best of my knowledge, no.
This is the entry. [Exhibit No. 28.] [Read entry of Wi of June, 1895.] That is his entry in the 

, p0]jce Occurrence Book ? Yes.
' 4861. Your recollection is, that there was a longer time than a month or six weeks between the two

occurrences 2 Of course, the peculiarity about this thing is, that it robs a man of any memory by thinking. 
This occurred a long time ago ; it may have been a month, or it may have been three.
4862. You see this matter that Quelch is being asked to explain was in July, 1895, which would be two 
years and three months ago 2 Yes.
4863. Was there anything in Quelch’s manner when you came back to the shop, or during the time that 
Quelch was with you, which would lead you to suppose that he was doing any other than acting as a 
policeman! Well, no, I could not say there was.

< 4864. Did it flash across your mind, from any manner of Quelch’s, or from any conduct or demeanour of
his, that he had opened this place 2
4865. Mr. Abigail?^ I object to this ; there are two questions of the same nature.
4866. Mr. Bull.] Was there anything in his manner which you then noticed—fluster, or excitement, or 
anything of that sort—which would induce you to think that he was the burglar 2 I could not say.
4867. He seemed to be giving you information of something that he had found 2 Yes.
4868. I suppose, when Quelch told you that he had found this place open, calling you out at that time to 
come down and look at your property, you quite believed what he said 2 Yes, certainly.
4869. Was there anything happened during the time you were there with him, until you locked up the 
place, which in any sense disturbed that belief 2 Well, no. It was only a momentary affair. I just jumped 
out of bed and ran round. It only took five minutes to do the lot.
4870. We are told that your place of residence is only about 150 yards from your place of business 2 Yes, 
about that.
4871. His Worship.] Did you find anything packed in a bag in the store, in one of those canvas bags 2 No.
4872. Did you see a parcel of sugar done up amongst the goods inside the store 2 No.
4873. Mr. Bull.] Are you quite sure with regard to Quelch and yourself coming back to the store together 2 
Oh, yes, I am positive.
4874. There is no doubt about that! Well, Mr. Quelch naturally woke me up and came round with me.
4875. How many times did he knock for you 2 I could not say.
4876. His Worship.] When you got to the store was Lambert there 2 There was no one there this night, 
when Quelch woke me up.
4877. Mr. Bull.] Is there any reason in the world to suggest why Quelch should rob you 2 No, I do not 
see it.
4878. Have not friendly relations existed all along between you as a business person and him as a police 
officer! Well, up to that time I did not know Mr. Quelch from Mr. Lawless, or anyone else.
4879. You knew him as a Police officer! I knew him by sight, but did not know his name.
4880. Mr. Abigail.] I suppose you will admit that since then, since this time when you were awakened by 
Quelch in July, 1895, you have never been awakened by Quelch or any other constable! No.
4881. That whoever the burglar is he has given your place best 2 Yes.
4882. And that prior to this your place had frequently been found open 2 On three different occasions.
4883. And you began to regard it as a most extraordinary occurrence 2 Oh, yes.
4884. But the wonderful thing is that since July, 1895, your place has never been broken open! No.
4885. His Worship.] Has anything been stolen at any time from your place! Well, I have not actually 
missed anything.
4886. Mr. Abigail.] It is pretty difficult for a retail grocer with a big stock like you keep, especially as you 
keep it in quantities, as I saw it when I went to see it, it is very difficult for you to miss a bag of sugar, 
or two bags of sugar, or a chest of tea! Yes.
4887. You do not take stock 2 No.
4888. You keep no stock-books! No.
4889. Your business is something like my father’s was 2 Yes.
4890. A retail grocer’s with a large stock 2 Yes.
4891. Stacked up all over the shop! That is it.
4892. And you are continually hauling down six bags of sugar at a time, and emptying it into a bin 2 Yes.
4893. Probably every day 2 Yes.
4894. And taking down six chests of tea 2 Yes.
4895. And you always keep a weighed-up stock of tea and sugar, 4 lb., 6 lb., 2 lb., and 1 lb., do you not 2 Yes.
4896. Are you quite sure that you walked back with, Quelch to your shop that night! I am positive 
about that.
4897. Quelch says that you did not, that he woke you up, and that he got back to the shop just about the 
time that you started from your house. Now, there is a disparity between your evidence and his. Who 
would most likely be right, you or he 2 I was always under the impression that I walked back with him.
4898. His Worship.] You may have followed him 2 Yes.
4899. Mr. Abigail.] You see, Quelch knocked you up, you were in bed asleep 2 Yes.
4900. Is yours a two-storied house 2 It was a cottage at that time.
4901. Did you come out, or open the bedroom window to see what was the matter 2 I opened the door.
4902. Just as you jumped out of bed 2 Yes.
4903. Quelch told you at once what was wrong 2 Yes.
4904. Did he say, “ I will go along ; you had better follow me as soon as you can ” 2 I am a bit uncertain 
about that, whether I just followed behind him or went with him.
4905. It would not be a likely thing that a policeman would have left your shop open, and waited until 
you came down with him, because, in the meantime anybody could get in and take some of the stock away; 
you are not quite sure about it, are you 2 I am not sure.
4906. You will admit that Quelch’s memory is superior to yours 2 I am very uncertain about that.
4907. Well, he is certain; you will admit that there was nobody in charge of the door you did not see
Constable Lambert there 2 No. ■ '
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No, I do not think he mentioned any4908. Did Quelch tell you that Constable Lambert had been there ? 
other constable.

^ y°u that he had left any officer in charge of the place ? No.
Jou ff5 Pretty sure he would tell you that if it were so ? I believe he would.

,i . ’ g-^as Constable Lambert’s name been mentioned to you before in connection with the occurrences of 
this night ? No, I do not think so. *
4912. Now, as a matter of fact, anybody who opened that front door to get in must have used a kev ?
Certainly. ° -
4913. From the outside ? Yes.
Iqis;' The;tWaa n°^ a inside the door, it was a door locked by the ordinary key merely? That is it.

lo. And having opened that door he could have easily closed it and walked through to the back and 
unlocked that, because the key of the back door was in the door ? Yes.
4916. So that could have been done with ease 1 Certainly. '
4917. Do you remember bn this night that you had some hempen bags hanging up for sale? Yes, we
always keep a stock of them. oar ’
4918. Do you remember how many you had? I could not remember how many we had, of course: I 
always get a gross of them.
4919. Were they all sizes? All sizes.
4920. And on this night you had some ? Oh, yes.
4921. But if one of these had been spirited away you would not have known, would you ? I would not 
have missed twenty of them.
4922 Now, has Quelch interviewed you recently about this case ? Well, accidentally one day I met him,
and he just spoke to me about it. j j >
^ooi’ uid he te]1 T°U he was goinS t0 subPffina you ? I do not think he mentioned that.
4924. He served the subpoena on you—the summons to attend here ? Well, I could not say who it was
particularly, it was left m the shop. '
4925. However, he has spoken to you about this matter ? Yes. .
foov- TTnd r.ejrfshed yoor memory, has not he, of the occurrences of that night? He just said what I said now.
4927. He said to you, did he not, “Do you remember that night. I came round and woke you up, and I 

andsox b,,1?111 ,he refresh y°ur memory in that way ? Well, he did just mention it.
4928. Is that within the last three weeks ? I think it is later than that.
4929. About a month ? Yes, as near as I can think.
4930. Now, Brewin was watching your place at one time, was he not ? Yes.
493.L Asfar as y°u know> is lle a man of good character? As far as I know, I never heard anything 
against him. . ’ j &
toQs’ 2r y?U bellev® now that he is a man of good character ? I have heard nothing against him. .
4933. Was he ever charged with assisting an employee of yours to rob you ? Was ever a complaint made

y.uelch that he caugbt an employee coming out of your place with a bag of stuff? No.
4934. Brewin was watching your premises for some time ? Yes.
4935. Is he still? No, not now. '
f Qn« How long is.it since he ceased to be watching your premises ? I am sure I could not say.-
4yo7. Live us an idea ? Xt might be a couple of years or so.
4938. My friend has asked you whether Quelch did not have some conversation with you. Quelch did not 
suggest to you that you were to say anything but the truth here, I suppose ? Mr. Quelch simply just said,

You remember the night I came and knocked you up ?” and I said, “ Yes I do.”
4939. Do you remember was it in August last? All I remember is that it was a very cold night, I put on
a coat and went round. o > r
4940. You are speaking of the night now when you found the shop open ? Yes.
4941. That would be a cold night because it was in July. Can you tell us whether Brewin has been

by y°u as,a mght-watchman since the middle of last year ? Oh, no. It is further back than that..
4942. There is no doubt about that ? I think so.
4943. It is about eighteen months ago, is it not, since he last acted as a night-watchman for you ? Of course.

“ayTTkn°W better ,tban -h 11 is only from recollection—it is about eighteen months or two years
4944. Have you anybody watching your place now ? No.
4945. Do your premises adjoin Flynn’s ? Yes.
4946. Your back yard runs to his? They run parallel.
4947. Is there any dividing fence between the yards of the two premises or are they all one yard?. It is 
only a little space about as wide as this room here ; there is no fence at all now, there has not been this last 
four years.
4948. Did you hear as a fact that Quelch found a man leaving Flynn’s place with some property in his
possession which he reported to Flynn ? Yes, certainly. l v j
4949. Do you know as a fact that that man was dismissed by Mr. Flynn? Yes.
4950. And these premises of Flynn’s, as you say, immediately adjoin yours ? Yes
4951. Mr Bull.] I should like to put in the Duty Book of June, 1895, the entry No. 5,386. I will read the 
entry and then your Worship may consider this book in. I only want to show the relation of this evidence 
to the charge which my friend is making.
4952. Mr. Abigail.] I object to this.
4953. Mr. Bull] I put in this book. [Exhibit No. 29.] [Read the entry.] ■
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Senior-constable W. E. Quelch, recalled
foKK What d°es that mean [indicating entry] ? From 6 to 10 in the morning I was on duty.
4955. Iwo to 6 p.m., that is another four hours, that is eight in the day? Yes. „
4956 The next entry, “-Friday, 7/6/97, charge of relief, 10 a.ml to 1 p.m.” The entries show that he was W.E. Quelch
on till 6 on Thursday, and never went on again until 10 on Friday, so that at the time that this was ----- *---- -
reported Quelch, on his oath, says he was on duty. [Exhibit No. 29.] ' 4 Nov., 1897
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Senior-constable W. D. Shaw was called and sworn :— '
His Worship.] What is your name ■ William David Shaw. .
What is your rank ? Senior-constable, stationed at Redfern.
Mr. Buli\ You are an officer of the New South Wales Police, stationed at Redfern ? Yes.
Do you remember the morning of the 28th of July, 1895 ? I could not say that I do.
\Book passed up to him.] Will you see the first and third entries on the right hand page1? Yes the 

first entry is mine and the third entry is mine.
4962. When were they made ? The first entry was made at ten minutes past 8 on the evening of the 27th 
of July, 1895, and the third entry in the page was made at 7-30 a.m. on the 28th July, 1895.
4963. You see an entry between your two ? Yes.
4964. Whose handwriting is that 1 Senior-constable Quelch’s. _
4965. Was that entry in the Occurrence Book before you were making your second entry ? Certainly it 
was.
4966. And it must have been entered in that book before the morning of the 28th 1 It must have been 
between 3 and half-past 7 or between 3 and 6.
4967. What time did you leave that morning? I may say at 10 as near as I can remember. I should get 
away at 10, I might be a little earlier or a little later.
4968. Now, you know Lambert? Yes.
4969. Do you remember his coming to the station that morning about 3 o’clock ? I do not remember that 
he did come to the station that morning at 3 o’clock.
4970. Mr. Abigail.] You were in bed asleep ? Just after 3 o’clock.
4971. Mr. Bull.] What time did you leave? In the morning at 10 o’clock as near as I can tell.
4972. What time did you go on duty? At 10 o’clock the previous morning. I might explain that we had 
twenty-four hours on duty and twenty-four hours off.
4973. So that you would have been on duty from 10 o’clock on the 27th to the 28th at 10 a.m. ? Yes, bar 
two hours for meals.
4974. Do you remember Lambert making a report in the morning about 3 or 4 o’clock ? He did not make 
a report to me or it would have been entered in the book.
4975. Not a report of occurrence, I mean a duty report? It would have been entered here. _
4976. When would Lambert have gone on duty, you know he was on night duty that night ? I think he 
was on from 10 o’clock in the evening till 6 in the morning.
4977. Would not it necessitate his being down at the station at 3 o’clock in the morning? That depends 
upon what beat he was on.
4978. He was on 3 and 5 ? Yes, he would come to the station at 3 in the morning.
4979. He would not only come as a matter of duty, but being on these beats, do you remember that he did
come ? There is no doubt he came because I would have wanted to know why he did not come.
4980. Do you remember would it be necessary for him, as a matter of duty, when he did come in at 3 to report 
himself,? Yes, he would report.
4981. What would he report? He would say “All right, senior,” or “All right.”
4982. Do you remember that he did that ? He must have said so or else there would have been
something----- [Interrupted.]
4983. If an occurrence had happened, for instance, if he had been with Quelch when something happened 
and he came to the station at 3 o’clock to give a duty report, would he or would he not as a matter of duty 
make some report to you of that occurrence? If he considered it his report, no doubt he would have 
reported it to me.
4984. Suppose this : that he had gone, as a matter of duty, from one side of the road to the other, and 
seen something suspicious happening in front of Pogson’s store; he took out his revolver, as if to present at 
somebody whom he thought was committing some offence, the somebody turning out to be Quelch, fastening, 
opening, or doing something with the doors of Pogson’s store—would that be a matter that he would report 
to you ? Yes, I consider it would.
4985. Suppose that he sees this or that which, in his mind, is so suspicious as to necessitate him simply
blowing his whistle in the street to attract some other officer on duty, should not he report even a small 
circumstance of that description ? I hardly think he would report such a thing as that. _
4986. I say, suppose he saw something which, in his opinion, was so suspicious as to necessitate his giving 
the alarm to some officers on the same beat, necessitating his blowing his whistle, would not he report some 
of those circumstances when he came in to you at 3 o’clock ? I should say he would.
4987. You Police officers do not blow your whistles, when you do blow them, for mere amusement? No.
4988. His Worship!] If he had known that a store was open on his beat, should he have reported that ? Yes.
4989. Mr. Bull.] If he had found this Pogson’s store door open, and somebody-—Quelch, or anybody else-
acting in what he says he considered was a suspicious manner, would it not have been his duty to report it f
to you ? Yes. /
4990. Did he report any such thing to you? No, he did not, or else it would have been here. /
4991. Do you know of any such circumstance where an officer, for fear of something, failed to report such 
an occurrence as his Worship has suggested, and as I have suggested to you, finding a store door open, 
unprotected at 3 in the morning, somebody, anybody, acting in a suspicious manner at that door ? I scarcely 
remember any such circumstance; because, if he had, he would prevent himself getting into trouble.
4992. And if, as a fact, he was in fear of some other officer, would not the fact of his not reporting some 
such circumstance militate far more against him ? I do not follow you.
4993. His Worship.] Before this inquiry was mooted, did you ever hear any suspicion cast upon Quelch in 
connection with this matter of Pogson’s store? No, nothing until it began to be talked about.
4994. Mr. Bull.] You know these rules [indicating] possibly as well as any man in the Redfern police ?
I cannot say that I know them. I know some of them.
4995. You know of their existence? Yes.
4996. And I suppose you know of this one—Rule 218 [read it] 1 Yes, that is correct.
4997. You know that police officers are not allowed to amuse themselves by the indiscriminate blowing of 
their whistles ? Especially at night.
4998. And the object and purpose of the whistle is just as this rule says, “ to intimate the necessity for
immediate assistance ” ? Yes, that is correct. 4999.
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4999. When first did it come to your knowledge that there was any insinuation against Quelch, that it was Senior- 
he who had broken into that store of Pogson’s on that morning in 1895 1 I never knew anything about it
until this affair began to be mooted a very little while ago ; it always stood as it is here [indicating the booh\. * \ ’
5000. Would this statement be true : “ That Constable Lambert was on duty one night and heard a noise 4 1897.
at Biron Pogson’s grocery shop. He came up to the place to see what it was. He found the door open,
and Senior constable Quelch inside with a bag of groceries.” Now, if that constable found such a condition 
of circumstances, would it not be his absolute duty to report it to you 1 He should have reported it to me.
5001. Mr. Bull.] Is this true : “Quelch said ‘Someone has broken into the place.’ What I wish to draw 
particular attention to is : that this case of attempted robbery of the grocery store has not been reported at 
headquarters.” Is that true? No.
5002. And that book, I suppose, was open to the inspection of anybody in connection with the Police Force ?
Anyone in the station. This is the only entry in reference to Pogson’s.
5003. “ That is a significant fact. Quelch was the officer to have reported it, but he has not yet made his 
report.” I need not tell you the date of that is a month or two ago. That charge, you say, is untrue? Yes,
5004. The report was made by Quelch personally ? Yes.
5005. In his own handwriting, and he signed it ? And he signed it.
5006. Mr. Abigail.] This is Botany Road [indicating]. Pogson’s shop is on the right-hand side going to 
Botany. The beat patrolled by Lambert is on the left-hand side? Yes, the east side.
5007. He hears a noise; he rushes over and he finds Quelch, as he says, locking the door, with a bag of 
groceries outside, and he says to Quelch “You are lucky that I have not shot you for a burglar.” “ Oh,” 
says Quelch, “ there has been a robbery.” “ What are you going to do with these things ? ” says Lambert.
“ Oh, I am going to take them up to the station,” and after a further conversation to that effect, Quelch 
says, “You go up to the station, you will be wanted on the calls. I will be up after I have roused Pogson 
up. I will report it.” If the Senior-constable had said something to that effect would not the constable . 
have left it to his superior to report it ? He would have said something about it.
5008. Supposing you had told Lambert, “ Oh, go on and report yourself; you are due at 3. Never mind 
this, I will report it,” would you have complained of your subordinate if he had not reported it? If Quelch 
told Lambert not to report it; but of course I know nothing about it.
5009. Your answers to Mr. Bull are based upon the ordinary routine of things at the station ? Yes.
5010. You are a Senior-constable ? Yes.
5011. You will admit that there is a strange corroboration of Lambert’s statement which is as I repeated 
to you just now, that Quelch would report it by the fact that Quelch did report it, and soon after 3 ?
5012. Mr. Bull.] I object to it.
5013. Mr. Abigail.] I ask him is it not a strange corroboration? I do not know Lambert’s statements.
5014. But if Lambert’s statement is as I have stated to you, “ Don’t you repeat it, go up to the station, I 
will report it”—to that effect—and Quelch does subsequently report it, assuming Lambert’s story to be true, 
is not that a corroboration ?
5015. His Worship.] Under these circumstances, was it incumbent upon Lambert to report when Quelch 
had told him that he would report ? I should have thought he would report anything serious, and if he saw 
this action and pulled out his revolver he would have said something.
5016. Mr. Abigail.] But would he have made a report to you about it, or merely spoken about it in a 
conversational way ? If he had mentioned that I would have entered it. Supposing he had said, “ Quelch 
is going to report it when he comes in,” then I should not have taken it. But I have no proof that he told 
me that.
5017. You have no proof that he did not tell you ? I say that if he had told me that I would have entered it.
5018. You have been asked certain questions? I think I have explained before that between 3 and 6 
o’clock, although I was in the station, I was not in the charge-room.
5019. You have been asked certain questions by Mr. Bull, and you have answered this that what he says
Quelch told Lambert is true. Now I am asking you this question, assuming that Lambert was told by 
Quelch to go up to the station and never mind about this, and he (Quelch) would go to the station after
wards and report it, is it not the most natural thing that subordinate Constable Lambert would say nothing 
about it and leave it to his superior officer to report it, as he said he would ? I should almost have thought 
he would have said something about it. ,
5020. Do constables always, with such particularity, do what they ought to do? None of us do.
5021. You are on twenty-four hours at a stretch, are you not? Yes.
5022. And about 3 a.m. after the relief goes out you generally snatch a couple of hours’ sleep ? Yes.
5023. And during this couple of hours who is in charge of the station ? Constable Kidd would be in the 
station with the instruction that if anything is required he should call me up.
5024. What time should Lambert come in after 3 ? He should return at half-past 4.
5025. At half-past 4 you would be asleep ? Yes.
5026. And Constable Kidd would be in charge then ? Yes.
5027. Mr. Bull.] If such a circumstance is related by Lambert to Kidd some entry should be made in that 
book ? Supposing Lambert had not returned to the station until after Quelch had made this entry, then I 
do not suppose that Lambert or Kidd would have made another entry of the same kind.
5028. But supposing he went there at 3 o’clock, and that entry was not made by Kidd until after 3, what 
then ?
5029. Mr. Abigail.] Did you ever say this, that you would call it unfair to you that you should be asked 
to take upon yourself the blame of certain things in order to screen Quelch ? Did you ever say that to 
anybody at any time ? • I do not wish to screen Quelch.
5030. Did you ever say that to anybody ? Not that I am aware of.
5031. Did you say it to Senior-constable Corcoran that you thought it very unfair that you should be 
asked to take upon yourself the blame of certain things in order to screen Quelch ? I have no recollection 
of saying it.
5032. Will you swear that you did not say it ? I will not swear at all; I have no recollection.
5033. But if Corcoran swears you did you will believe him ? I will still say I have no recollection of 
saying such a thing.
5034. Mr. Bull.] Mr. Abigail has asked you a question of whether you have said this ; but now has Quelch
in any sense or way attempted to impose anything upon you to screen himself ? He has not. 5035.
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constable ^ere anything that you know of, or could suggest which has been attempted to be placed upon your
W. D. Shaw, shaders by any officer in the Redfern Division for the purpose of screening Quelch 1 No, I do not know 
■ that there is.

5036. Is there anything that you have in your mind or that you can recollect, having such a complexion as 
would justify Mr. Abigail asking this question ? No, I do not know that there is.
5037. Mr. Abigail^ Has anybody, from Inspector Lawless down, asked you to take upon your shoulders 
the blame of certain irregularities in order to relieve Quelch from the blame of such irregularities 1 I 
understand you to ask me this, has anyone asked me to bear Quelch’s blame for Quelch’s errors ?
5038. No, to screen him ? Certainly not.
5039. Have you been asked to take upon yourself the blame of certain things to screen Quelch ? No; 
Quelch is quite able to take care of his own actions.
5040. ffis Worship. ] I suppose there is a good deal of diversity of opinion among the police about this 
matter ? I do not know that there is; of course, some men say one thing, and some another, but I have 
never been asked to say a certain thing—nothing of the kind.
5041. Mr. Bull.] Is not there some speculation out there as to whether Quelch is to be turned out of the 
Police Force or promoted ? [Witness did not answer

Constable
Archibald

Kidd.

4 Nov., 1897.

“My

duty,

Constable Archibald Kidd was recalled and sworn :—
5042. Mr. Abigail.'] Do you recollect the morning of the 28th July, 1895 ; were you in charge of the 
Redfern Station at that time ? Yes.
5043. Do you remember Constable Lambert giving you any verbal reports about anything that had occurred 
on his beat when he came in in the morning at 3 o’clock ? Not at 3 o’clock.
5044. When was it ? 4-30 it was.
5045. Do you recollect what statement he made ? I could not say the exact words, but he said something 
about finding Pogson’s door open, and Constable Quelch there, but I cannot remember the exact words he 
said; I know I took the book down to make an entry, and I saw Senior-constable Quelch had made an 
entry.
5046. Did he make any statement, any suspicious statement, as regarded Quelch? No.
5047. Simply that Pogson’s door was open, and that Senior-constable Quelch was there? Yes.
5048. Can you really remember what Lambert did say to you ? I cannot remember the exact words.
5049. Did he say that he nearly shot Quelch ; took him for a burglar, and nearly shot him ? No, he did not 
say that.
5050. Would you positively swear that, or simply do not remember it? I will swear he did not say it.
5051. Did he say that Quelch was coming up and that Quelch had sent him on to the station ? I think as 
near as I can remember, “ Quelch found Pogson’s door open this morning.”
5052. Mis Worship.] Did he say anything about there being a bag of goods outside? He said there was a 
kit of goods found packed ready to be taken away in the shop or somewhere about the door.
5053. Did he say what was done with that ? No.
5054. Mr. Bull.] But he certainly did not mention such a circumstance as that he said to Quelch, 
word, it is a good job. So-and-so; I might have shot you with my revolver”? No.
5055. Nor did he lead you to suppose that he had presented his revolver at Quelch ? No.
5056. Nothing like it ? Nothing like that.
5057. If this condition of things existed, I want you to say whether it would have been this man’s 
Lamberts duty, to have made some report to you. Suppose that, being on the opposite side of the road on 
his own beat, he heard some noise which attracted him to the opposite side, to Pogson’s store door. After 
hearing that noise he approached the door and saw somebody meddling with the door; that he at once took 
out his revolver, and immediately disclosed Quelch. Do you think it would have been his duty as a police 
officer to have reported some such circumstance to you ? Certainly.
5058. His Worship.] Do you recollect whether he said the goods were outside or just inside the door ? I 
do not remember I think he just simply said there was a bag of things ready packed to be taken away.
5059. Mr. Abigail.] At any rate, when Lambert told you what he did, you thought it sufficiently important 
to turn up the Rough Occurrence Book to make a report of it? Yes.
5060. And immediately you did you found out that Quelch himself had already written out the report ?
Yes, he was in there a little while before that. ’
5061. Were you in the station when Quelch wrote out that report? I say he was in there a little while 
before that, and wrote it out.
5062. Had Quelch told you what it was ? I do not think so.
^^',7 ^ as ^at the usual course events should have taken, that Quelch should have told you, and you 
should have written the report in the Occurrence Book ? No, the non-commissioned officer should have 
written it himself.
5064. The usual thing would be that he would have told you ? Sometimes he would mention it to me, but
he usually wrote it himself. ■
5065. He did not tell you, did he ? I do not remember.
5066. He did not tell you that he had left Lambert in charge there while he had gone to rouse Pogson? I 
do not remember whether he did or not. I do not think he did.
5067. Because if he did that would have impressed the occurrence on your mind, would it not? Well, I
should think so. .
5068. At any rate there can be no doubt about the fact that Lambert did speak to you about a bag of goods
at 4-30 ? Yes. . J 06

KAvn" rTn.a^n-g wer.e ready packed for removal and standing somewhere about the door ? Yes.
5070. That is your recollection of what he said, that they were somewhere about the door ? As near as I 
can remember Lambert said, “ Quelch and I found Pogson’s door open, and there was a bag of goods packed 
ready to be taken away.” That is as near as I can remember.
5071. What time did Quelch come into the station to make this report ? It might have been very near 4o’clock. r s ]
5072. And was he still in the station at the time that Constable Lambert was there ? No. 5073.
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5073. Had you told Lambert before Lambert had conversed with you about this that Quelch 
and had made a report about it 1 No.
5074. As a matter of fact you did not know until you looked up the Occurrence-book that
reported it, did you ? I do not think I did. 4 Nov .
5075. You looked up the Occurrence Book to enter up Lambert’s complaint and you found Quelch had been 0V’’ 
there with a report 2 I think so.
5076. So that you really did not know that Quelch had actually reported it in the Rough Occurrence Book 
until you looked it up after Lambert told you 2 As far as I can remember I do not think I did. 'rAi|i£'?"'!
5077. Dont you think it was really something out of ordinary that Quelch should have come there and 
quietly got this book and entered this in, and never said a word to you about the occurrence. Don’t you 
think it is something out of the ordinary 2 It might be.
5078. It is a bit unusual 2 Well, of course, some non-commissioned officers would say more than others.
5079.. Well, Quelch is not a secretive individual, he is a man to talk if he has made a discovery 2 I think 
he is just the opposite.
5080. You were the only officer in the station at the time he came in 2 Yes.
5081. Is it likely or probable, that he came into the station, never said a word to you, took the book from
the desk at which you were sitting, wrote the entry, and walked out without saying a word to you about 
the occurrence 2 He has done that before and since. '
5082. How, you certainly yourself would have spoken about it, would you not, if the positions had been 
reversed 2 Yes.
5083. How could Quelch have taken that Occurrence Book away from the desk at which you were sitting,
and upon which it was, and have written this report, and yet your attention not be attracted 2 Well, I 
would be writing at the desk, and the Occurrence Book would be away to my right, as if up in the wall 
there [pointing] right at my back. '
5084. It could not be written there 2 Ho, but he would be away at the table to my right.
5085. If he had written it, would it not have been his duty to have put it in front of you, and let you see 
what it was, as the officer in charge 2 I was simply the officer in charge, the non-commissioned officer in 
charge was, of course, resting at the time.
5086. But it would have been your duty if there had been a serious complaint to have called Shaw 2 Yes.
5087. There might have been a. diversity of opinion as to whether the complaint was serious or not between 
the two officers ; was it not his duty to put it before you so that you might decide as to whether it was 
necessary to call Shaw, who was asleep 2 He would have done that himself.
5088. His Worship.] Of course, the book was open to your perusal at any time you were there 2 Yes
5089. Mr. Abigail.] Before there was any suspicion of the inquiry, you did hear, did you not, that Lambert
had nearly shot Quelch 2 Ho ; I have heard it lately. -
5090. How long ago 2 I suppose a few weeks, perhaps.
5091. Did you hear it before Mr. Dacey’s speech in the House; was it not generally talked about! Ho
it was not. ’
5092. You heard it though 2 I heard it. '
5093. It was before Mr. Dacey’s speech 2 I would not be certain that it was before Mr. Dacey’s speech.
5094. At any rate, it was weeks ago 2 j r •

5095. Mr. Bull] Mr. Dacey’s speech was on the 17th of August—three months ago.
5096. Mr. Abigail] Ho, ten weeks 2 It might have been about the same time, or a little after.
5097. It might have been a little before or a little after 2 It might have been ; but I do not think so
5098. Mr. Bull] Don’t you know that the long articles in Truth appeared before Mr. Dacey’s speech 2
I have only read it. J r

had been in Constable 
Archibald

Quelch had Kldd-

Senior-constable W. E. Quelch was recalled :—
5099. His Worship.] You still state that there was nothing packed ready for removal in the store 2 I Q • 
never saw such a thing. oemor-
away 'NotllinS apparently ta,ken away? Nothing apparently taken away, and nothing reported taken W^e!Quelch.

5101. JL* Bull] And you have heard Mr. Pogson’s statement that no such bag as was described bv this4Nov- 1897- 
man Lambert was inside the door or about the premises 2 Ho; no such bag was ever in view ■
^no Mr-Ahi9aU-] But you have heard Mr. Pogson’s statement that there were empty bags there 2 Yes
5103. And do you still persist that there were no bags there, notwithstanding the fact that within an hour
and a half of the occurrence Kidd says that Lambert told him that there was a bag there 2 I know nothing 
ot what Lambert or Kidd say 2 6

5104. Do you still persist that there was no bag there, notwithstanding what Kidd says? There was no 
bag there Mr. Pogson viewed the place, and I also went through the place, and I saw no bag • and the 
^Swfr' P°gS011S plaCe’ hemPen baSs’ are of a different material from that bag [indicating the bag

5105. His Worship.] You say you never saw such a thing 2 Hever saw it.
5106. Mr. Abigail] : Is it a fact that you went into that Police Station, never said a word to the officer in
charge took down the Occurrence Book and made this entry, and walked out again and never said a word 
about it to anybody 2 Well, I do not suppose I brought it under his notice particularly. If I had mv dutv 
to do I would simply walk m and do it and that is all. If I failed to do it I was answerable 3

Serjeant T. Yane was called and sworn :—
5107. His Worship.] What is your name 2 Thomas Vane.
5108. You are Serjeant of Police at Redfern! Yes.
5109. Mr'Bull] Do you remember the morning of the 28th of July, 1895 2 
remember that. I must have some circumstance to make me remember that.
5110. Do you know Constable Lambert? Yes.
5111. Do you know Pogson and his store 2 Yes.

I do not know that I
Serjeant 

T. Yane.
can

4 Nov., 1897

5112.
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Serjeant 
T. Vane.
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5112. When did you first hear of Pogson’s store being found open on the morning of the 28th of July, 
1895 ? I saw it in the Rough Book after it was entered.
5113. The same morning that it was entered 1 No.
5114. When ] The next night when I came on duty.
5115. Then you saw the entry in the Rough Book on the 28th 1 I could not say the 28th.
5116. If it was open on the morning of the 28th 1 I saw it on.the evening of the same day.
5117. Were you, or would you, in the course of your duty, be in the station at 3 o clock on that morning
Yes, I took the relief in at 3 o’clock and went off duty. . .. , ,, , , , „ T
5118. Do you remember Constable Lambert coming in that morning and reporting himself at 3 o clock 1 1
do not remember seeing him that morning, he was not in my relief.
5119. He was not in your relief? I do not recollect whether he was or not.^
5120. But you remember your being in the station when Lambert did come in? Yes.
5121. Will you tell us what time that was ? Just before I left the station.
5122. Just about 3 ? Just about 3.
5123. Because you were relieved at 3 o’clock and went home ? Yes. . , , n • n
5124. Would it have been Lambert’s duty to make what is called a “duty report ? He reported All right.
5125. Have you any doubt about that? No, I have not. If there was anything else, he would have 
reported otherwise. If there is anything to report he reports it, and if there is nothing to report he reports,

5126. Supposing Lambert during that morning, before 3 o’clock, before his going to the station on duty on 
his heat, saw something suspicious happening on the opposite side of the road, and accosted that person 
whom he saw acting suspiciously, and pointed his revolver as if to shoot him until the person disclosed 
himself, would that be a portion of the duty which that man should report ? It was his duty to report the 
matter fully to me, and get instructions from me how to act.
5127. He made no such report as that to you ? No.
5128. He never has made such a report as that to you, has he ? No, he has not. , „ .
5129. Mr. Abigail] None of this is in issue. He admits himself that he made no reports except All
right,” and gave as a reason that his senior officer told him not to. , ,, ., ±1.
5130. Mr. Bull] Then there is an issue between the two as to whether or not this man „old the truth or
Sm^/Vr. Abigail] And all the witnesses corroborate Lambert, showing he is a witness of truth—that he
did not make a report of that. _ , .
5132. Mr. Bull] It is given in evidence that he, as a Police officer, should have reported this.
5133. His Worship.] He said something to Kidd. ,,.0,71 , ,, ,
5134. Mr. Bull] At half-past 4 ; but not when he reported “All correct at 3 o clock, and that was
admittedly after this episode which he has described with regard to Quelch. He is the only man who speaks 
of the bag outside----- . [Interrupted.]
5135. Mr. Abigail] I object to my friend’s speeches, unless I am entitled to reply.
5136. His Worship.] It is a question now as to the credibility of certain witnesses. r/n r
5137. Mr. Bull] His own statement is that there was no statement made with regard to the bag. [J.otha
witness] Tell me this : When first did you hear anything insinuated against Quelch with regard to this 
shop of Pogson’s ? The first I heard of it was by seeing it in 'Truth. _ , x,, . 0 at *.
5138. Never before had any insinuation or accusation been made against Quelch with regard to that f .Not

5139. And, speaking of Quelch, he has been under your observation, and under you, until quite recently,
in active service. Yes. , ,
5140. Speaking of Lambert, what sort of a man is he ? Well, he is a very steady constable; but when you
say that, you have done. He is very discontented. _ ,
5141. Is he a grumbling, discontented fellow? Yes, he is. He is always very hard done by..
5142. Is he one of those who fancies he ought to be an inspector-general before he is even a senior-constable?
That is just it. T , ,
5143. His Worship.] Is he a man on whose word you have implicit reliance? I cannot say. 1 have not
had much to do with him. . . .
5144. Mr. Bull] Speaking of Quelch, in all the many years of your observation have you always lound 
him a man upon whom you could implicitly rely ? I have never found him out in an untruth. There have 
been some hundreds of cases he has had with me, and I have had good opportunity of judging whether he
tells the truth or not.
5145. Is he an honest man? So far as I know he is.
5146. Is he a man likely to commit a burglary of a little bag of 6 H). of sugar? No, I could not believe 
such a thing.
5147. Mr. Abigail] You like Quelch don’t you ? I like him the same as the rest ot the men.
5148. There is a preference on your part for Quelch? Ihaveno more liking for him thanforanyotherconstable.
5149. You like him because Mr. Lawless does ? I do not. I show no favour to anyone.
5150. You know that Mr. Lawless is charged with showing favour ? No. _
5151. You do not know that this man Quelch is called Mr. Lawless’ pet, and that Dukes is called Mr.
Lawless’ pet, too ? No. _ . . . _
5152. Do you mean to say that you yourself have not charged your inspector with favouritism ? No.
5153. Do you remember that raid being made on Rowan’s tobacconist’s shop ? Yes. _
5154. Do you remember Mr. Lawless putting in charge of the raiders, of whom you were one, plain constable
Dukes, and did not he do this, did not Dukes actually station you, a serjeant, at a certain position, and did 
not you bitterly resent it afterwards—come into the station and bitterly resent it, and say it was an unfair 
thing for Mr. Lawless to put a constable in a position to dictate to you, an officer of twenty years’ service ? 
Constable Dukes laid an information and he got an order to execute upon Rowan’s tote shop. When I 
came into the station Mr. Lawless told me to assist him. Dukes told me that he wanted me to take charge 
of the door. I took charge of the door, and did as he told me, and that is all I know about it. _

• 5155. The natural order was reversed, you having to obey the constable, instead of the constable having to 
obey the serjeant. You came back to the station and bitterly resented it ? No ; I may have said I thought 
I should have had some instructions before I should be tgld to go there. 5156.
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5156. Did you say you that you thought Mr. Lawless should not have humiliated you ? No. Serjeant
5157. Was not Serjeant Houlahan in the station at the time? On reserve, he never goes out of the station. ^ ^ane-
5158. He was in the station at the time 1 Yes. z'—-A~—-v
5159. And you will admit that when Dukes stationed you at this door, that is a duty that the youngest ^ 1897.
constable in the force could have done 1 It wanted somebody who had some experience in charge of the
door.
5160. If so did not the whole raid want somebody of experience—if this part of the duty wanted an officer 
of experience did not the whole raid require the experience of a mature officer ? Yes, it did.
5161. Instead of which a constable was placed in charge and you were placed there to assist him? I was
sent there to assist him. .
5162. Who sent you there to assist him ? Mr. Lawless.
5163. His Worship.] Perhaps on some special information ? Dukes laid the information against the house, 
and had the warrant in his possession, and it was kept a secret from everyone else to the very minute it 
was to be done.
5161. Did you object to go to the door? I was asked to take possession of the door, and see that nobody 
entered or left.
5165. And what did Dukes do? He executed the warrant, and arrested everybody inside.
5166. Did you feel aggrieved at the time? No ; I did not. I am always willing to obey every instruction 
in every way—obedience is part of my duty.
5167. Mr. Abigail.] Do you mean to say that you, as a sergeant sent there to assist this constable, were . 
actually kept in the dark as to what you were going to do there ? As I said before, the information was 
laid by the man, and it would not do for him to say what he was going to do, or else he would not catch
the men in there.
5168. Don’t you see what you are saying, that if you knew you would have told Eowan, and no one would 
be caught? No.
5169. Do you mean to say that this was kept so secret that nobody knew what was going to be done except 
Dukes? Yes.
5170. Do you mean to say that you were not told the object of the raid? I might have been told had I
been there sooner. 1
5171. Now, has Constable Lambert been on duty under you? Yes.
5172. How long ago? It might be 8 or 9 months.
5173. He is rather an outspoken constable is he not; if he has anything on his mind he lets you know it ?
No, I think he keeps it in. He is a man that tries to do his duty as easy as possible.
5174. How can he be a discontented, grumbling constable if he is not always outspoken in his complaints ?'
He is always grumbling at not being promoted.
5175. He is not one of the pets? I could not say.
5176. Have you not heard that epithet applied to Quelch ? No. I have not heard anyone use that phrase
except yourself. —
5177. Are you surprised that Senior-serjeant Bell has heard that? No.
5178. And that he has complained about favouritism being shown? I do not know what he has done. I 
am on the opposite relief to him.
5179. You would not say that Lambert is a man who would come into this box, he still being a constable 
in the Force, and swear deliberate perjury ? I could not say what he would do.
5180. Do you think he would ? It is not for me to give an opinion.
5181. Do you think he is a liar ? I will not say anything of the sort.
5182. You know that that would require some justification ? I would have to have proof.
5183. And you have no proof ? No I have not. I do not wish to give an opinion on that subject.
5184. May I take it that if you had proof the task would be an exceedingly refreshing one to you? I 
would call no man a liar without proof.
5185. If you could you would in this case ? No, I would not.
5186. As a matter of fact, have not you taken sides with Quelch in this inquiry? No.
5187. You have frequently been in conversation with him at his house ? No, I have not more than I have 
told you.
5188. And assisted him at this inquiry? No. All that I have done is to serve summonses when they 
have been sent to me.
5189. Do you know that there are sides taken amongst the policemen at the Redfern Station about this 
matter ? Of course, you can hear discontent amongst them.
5190. Over this matter ? Yes.
5191. Some say one thing and some say the other ? Yes. ‘
5192. Some say Quelch is guilty and some say he is not ? I do not believe it until I see it proved.
5193. Mr. Bull.] With regard to this raid upon Rowan, Dukes was the very man possessed of the warrant ?
Yes.
5194. He was specially authorised, assisted by other police officers, to execute the warrant? Yes.
5195. Do you remember, as a fact, that there were two batches of police officers went down there How 
many police officers in all were there at the raid ? There might be twelve or fourteen.
5196. Was not Quelch, himself a senior-constable, one ? I could not say, it is so long ago.
5197. He would be Dukes’ superior officer? I could not say whether Quelch was there at the time.
5198. Look here, I will not bother about Quelch, do you remember that Inspector Lav/less himself and 
Senior-serjeant Bell were there ? Senior-serjeant Bell was not there.
5199. Was the inspector there? I do not recollect. The inspector was at the station, but I do not 
recollect whether he was there.
5200. Are you actuated in any sense by any favour or feeling of favour towards Quelch ? No, I am the 
same towards him as any other constable or senior-constable. I will show no favour to anybody, but will 
try to do my duty properly.
5201. Mr. Abigail.] But you have actually said you would give £20 towards getting him out of it? No.
What I did say was that I did not believe such statements, and that I would certainly give him a pound to 
pay his expenses.
5202. And yet you have not taken sides? No. That was when 'Truth first published this matter.

*2—T
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Serjeant 
T. Vane.
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5203. Hits Worship.} I suppose money is raised on the other side in the same way.
5204. Mr. Bull.} There is no such thing as Mr. Abigail has suggested to you—that you were willing to pay 
£20 ? No.
5205. Is not this the fact : Quelch was attacked by the Truth newspaper ? Yes.
5206. Was not there some talk amongst the officers about bringing a civil action against Truth, and was not 
this £1 offered as a contribution towards the cost of that civil action? Yes.
5207. Did Quelch in any sense or way ask your assistance or sympathy in that direction 1 No. he has not.
5208. Mr. Abigail.} Will you tell me this : did Quelch tackle Truth and take the twenty shillings? I do 
not know.
5209. 2fr. Bull.} How could he, this Commission was asked for by Mr. Dacey in the House on the 27th
August last, and the man has been on the relief service ever since ? _
5210. Mr. Abigail.} The first article in Truth was months and months before this inquiry was first 
thought of.
5211. Mr. Bull.} Quelch reported the matter to his Department on the 20th of August, 1897. In that 
letter he said this [read the letter, Exhibit No. 44] and then this matter turns up about this Commission.

[At 5T5 p.m. the inquiry was adjourned until 2 p.m. next day.]

FRIDAY, 5 NOVEMBER, 1897. .

[The Commission resumed its sittings at 2 y>.m. in the Licensing Court, at the Central Police Statioti.}

flrrsmi:—
MR. WHITTINGrDALE JOHNSON, S.M. (Sole Commissioner).

Mr. J. It. Dacey, M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

Mr. J. W. Abigail, Solicitor, appeared to support the charges ; Mr. Charles Bull, M.L.A., Solicitor,
appealed to defend Senior-constable Quelch.

Charge No. 7 (continued).
Mr. Edward Watts, Watchman and Special Constable at the Eveleigh Railway Works, was called and

sworn :—

Mr. Edward 
Watts.

5 Nov., 1897.

5212. His Worship).} What is your name ? Edward Watts.
5213. What is your occupation? Watchman and special constable at the Eveleigh Railway Works.
5214. Who employs you ? The Commissioners.
5215. Mr. Bull.} Do you know Senior-constable Quelch? I have known Mr. Quelch these last three years,
casually, I think. _
5216. With regard to your watching, is it day or night duty? Well, one week, this week, I am on from 6 
in the morning to 2 in the afternoon, and next week I am on from 2 in the afternoon to 10 and the week 
after next I am on from 10 at night till 6 in the morning.
5217. It is day and night ? Yes.
5218. You do not go through the whole twenty-four hours? No, there are three watchmen.
5219. There are three watches, and you do what is called an eight hours’ watch? Yes, straight off.
5220. In this range of duty of yours, do you cover the whole of the works on the Alexandria side of the 
line ? No, sir, only on the locomotive side, not the carriage side.
5221. But that is the Alexandria side of the rails, is it not ? Yes.
5222. And round and about the running sheds ? All round the running sheds.
5223. Now, whilst you have been on duty on the nightwatch have you often seen Quelch ? I have very often 
seen Quelch.
5224. You know Wilson-street ? Yes. _
5225. Have you seen Quelch of a night doing duty and crossing from Wilson-street through to Alexandria? 
Generally from Boundary-street to Wilson-street I have seen him.
5226. Where is Boundary-street? Well, it is on the eastern side of the works—Cornwallisstreet or 
Boundary-street.
5227. I suppose any of the police officers wanting to reach the eastern from the western, that is, Wilson- 
street, vicinity of your round, usually and naturally would cross the railway premises ? They can. I have 
generally seen them. I have seen Serjeant Yane and several other constables crossing from Wilson-street 
on to the Alexandria side.
5228. And I suppose it is a fact in the course of your own duty night after night you see Quelch 1 Yes, I
have seen him often. _
5229. You have occasion from time to time to make reports to Quelch with regard to your own observations ? 
Not with regard to my duties. I may have told him perhaps that the youngsters were troublesome, and 
any case that I have had on I might have told him; but of course I could not swear that I did ; I may 
have done so.
5230. And I suppose you know as a fact that very frequent complaints have been made from the 
Commissioners to the police at Redfern with regard to matters which they complain of, robberies from the 
railway premises, and damage to different sorts of railway property ? I have heard so. _
5231. I see in June of this very year, the 15th of June, “ Railway Commissioners complain of damage to 
trucks and stealing brass plugs from Alexandria side, and request police protection ” ? Yes, very, likely so.
5232. We will just take this as one instance out of many. It is on page 161 of the Complaint Book. 
Quelch’s name is amongst seven different officers who have apparently been instructed to make inspections 
in regard to complaints such as those. (To the witness) : In that three years’ knowledge you have had of 
Quelch have you ever heard anything insinuated against the man’s honesty ? -No, sir, I do not think so.
5233. Have you ever heard it insinuated or suggested by anybody that he was not a straightforward or
reputable police officer? Well, I cannot say that I have. 5234.



259

5234. I would like you to say if you have at any time 1 Not until this came up. Mr- Edward
5235. I mean, of course, outside of this charge, or what you may have heard during the last three months 1 Watts.
No, sir, I was surprised when I heard of this case. '5 Nov^'lSST
5236. I suppose you realise and recognise, and yon know as a fact, that Quelch has been particularly active ’’ ‘
with regard to. the prosecution of publicans ? No, sir, 1 do not.
5237. Mr. Dacey.^ Where do you say your duties take you? Is it on that piece of ground that was 
resumed by the Railway Commissioners last, and is within the boundary of the borough of Alexandria?
Do you know the piece of ground I am alluding to—the piece of ground bought of Anderson and Landor 
at the time, where the Alexandria goods siding is at present? I do not go down there now7. There is 
another watchman there on duty.
5238. His Worship.] Have we not evidence that Quelch on both these occasions was within his ordinary 
beat at the time these burglaries are alleged to have been committed?
5239. Mr. Abigail?^ That is what I thought. I would like to know the materiality of this evidence.
5240. Mr. Bull.} Quelch yesterday said that his duty took him along Wilson-street, on the western side of 
the railway, as far as a certain point, and to prevent himself going a whole course round from Wilson-street
to reach the other beats and sections he had to patrol, he went across the railway premises directly across '
from Wilson-street to the Alexandria side of the line, and that is the particular district in which this officer 
does night duty. My object was to corroborate Quelch’s statement in that respect.
5241. Mr. Abigail.^ The Duty Book would have done that.
5242. Mr. Bull.'] The Duty Book could not possibly show anything with regard to this officer, because he is 
not an officer of the police.
5243. Mr. Dacey.] You have seen Mr. Quelch crossing from Wilson-stteet ? Generally from Cornwallis- ■ 
street to Wilson-street.
5244. Do you know Rowley-place ? Do you know the old toll-bar on the Henderson Road ? No.
5245. His Worship.] Was Quelch within the sphere of his duties when these alleged burglaries took place?
5246. Mr. Hull.] Yes, he was.
5247. Mr. Abigail.] Unless I ask this witness certain questions about the “sand” case which' comes after 
this, I may not have the opportunity of asking him, because he may not be called in that.
5248. Mr. Bull.] Mr. Watts is here in no other case than this ; but if my friend wants to ask him questions 
he is welcome to. It has been absolutely sworn that on the two nights of the “ Myall House ” and Pogson’s 
Store cases Quelch was not only on,police duty, but was then patrolling heats in charge of other persons.
I wanted to get Quelch’s statement corroborated. It may be the absolute duty of a police officer to keep 
along the actual route of the beat. Quelch said he left that course because it was necessary to save a long ’
round, and crossed the railway premises. It may be that burglaries and all sorts of things have been com- -
mitted on the railway premises, and I wanted this officer who had seen him cross to corroborate his evidence.
5249. Mr. Abigail] Had Quelch any authority to be on the railway premises at all ? I could not say.
5250. The police do not patrol the private premises of the railway; do they ? As far as that goes, I may 
say that Mr. McKelvey always crosses the line.
5251. He does not go in the railway premises ; does he ? Oh, yes.
5252. In the shops and that ? No.
5253. You do not know what was Quelch’s duty ? No.
5254. Nor what his heat was ? I do not.
5255. You only know that you saw him there occasionally ? That is all that I do know. I have spoken
to him occasionally. ,
5256. At the place described by Mr. Bull ? Yes.
5257. Have you seen other constables there ? I have seen constables going backwards and forwards to 
duty.
5258. Have you seen constables who were on duty in the same place where you have seen Quelch, when he 
was supposed to be on duty ? No, not in front of the workshops, but I have in other parts of the works.
5259. Have you seen other police officers in uniform on duty at the same place as you saw Quelch ? I have
seen them going on duty in the same place. -
5260. Mr. Bull], They would not be on duty at all when you saw them crossing the railway.
5261. Mr. Abigail] That was the nearest cut from their homes to the station? Yes.
5262. But it is not the shortest cut for Quelch, because he does not live in that direction at all ? I could 
not say.
5263. Well, if he lives near the Redfern Police Station, about 80 yards from it, that is not in the direction 
of the railway works, because they are at Eveleigh? Yes.
5264. Mr. Bull] You have been asked whether this particular course through the railway premises is a 
portion of the police beat; you know it is not; it is the railway property ? Yes.
5265. Have you seen Serjeant Yane ? I have seen him crossing from Wilson-street to Alexandria similarly
when on duty. -
5266. It is, there is no doubt in the world about it, a short cut ? Yes ; that is why I understood they 
went there.
5267. And is it not a fact that members of the general public take exactly the same route ? They do, 
although they are supposed not to.
5268. They make it an easy manner of getting from one point to the other by a short cut? Our duty is to 
caution them not to.
5269. Would you tell me this : you know Wilson-street, do you not—you know this particular portion of 
your beat on the Alexandria side of the line? Yes.
5270. Through this short cut in the railway premises what distance would it be ? I could not say.
5271. You have some idea of distance? About 150 yards. '
5272. Now, the route round by the ordinary public streets, how much distance does the short cut save on 
that ? It would save at the least 50 yards or more.
5273. Mr. Abigail.] I would like to put this proposition to my friend to draw out the materiality of these
questions and their application to this case. If a constable has a regular beat, what does it matter whether 
there is a short cut. Surely he should take in the most regular routes, not the shortest cuts but the roads 
around which there is the most habitation. Surely a constable has no right to go round his beat by the 
short cuts. - 5274.
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. Edward 
Watts.

Nov., 1897.

5274. Mr. Bull.] My friend is mistaken about this beat. Quelch is a senior-constable on patrol. He is 
not tied down to a specific beat.

JFilness: I may say that we like to see the police there occasionally on night duty because we may 
want their assistance,
5275. ITis TFors/iip.] You are not afraid they will loot the premises? No.
5276. Mr. Bull.] You do not suppose for a moment that any police officer by taking this short cut lessens 
the property of the Railway Commissioners ? I should think the other way about.
5277. Do you remember one circumstance, a matter in which Quelch was instrumental in supplying the 
Commissioners with information with regard to some 6 or 6 J- tons of their property, and that they rewarded 
him with a special reward of £5 for his services? Was it cast-iron?
5278. Different classes of material.
5279. Mr. Dacey.] Whose case was it?
5280. Mr. BullJ] I will give you all the information I can. You do not know of a letter sent by the 
Secretary for Railways, Mr. McLachlan, to Quelch ?
5281. Mr. Abigail.] How could he know this? This is only to get it on the notes.
5282. Mr. Bull.] I will get all I can on the notes. His Worship asked this witness whether he was glad 
to see the police on the railway premises or otherwise, and the witness has given his answer. I shall recall 
Quelch with regard to this, so that I shall get at it as I want it. (To the witness): Were you a night- 
watchman in October of 1892 ? I must have been, I am one week in three.
5283. Were you a night-watchman in October of 1892—that is, five years ago ? I could not exactly answer 
that question without looking at my cards.
5284. Get your cards and see when you were sworn in as a special constable? \_Looldng at card.] Yes, sir.
5285. Do you remember a number of men who were charged with stealing property from the railway 
premises, consisting of old iron, springs, and a lot of other different classes of property, belonging to the 
Commissioners, amounting to some 6 or 7 tons in weight ? I cannot remember.
5286. Mr. Abigail.] I should think the constable on the beat should be told by the senior-constable of these 
things. The object of your questions is to show that Quelch was justified in being on the premises, because 
of these robberies from the railway works.

Inspector
Lawless.

fov., 1897.

Inspector Edmund Law-less was recalled :—
5287. Mr. Bull.] You are aware, are you not, of numerous complaints made at the instance of the Railway 
Commissioners to you and to the other officers at Redfern with regard to peculation and thieving on the 
railway premises ? Yes.
5288. And that particularly in connection with the railway works at Eveleigh towards Alexandria ? Yes.
5289. Do you remember the case I have referred to here in questioning Mr. Watts ? I remember it, I do 
not know the date of it.
5290. You remember that it was reported to you that a large quantity of the property of the Railway 
Commissioners had been stolen ? Yes, I went down to have a look at it myself.
5291. You remember that you put that in the hands of several plain-clothes constables? Yes.
5292. Mr, Abigail.] That was in 1892. What has that to do with the charge of 1895 ?
5293. Mr. Bull.] My friend has made a charge against Quelch in 1895, but I am not to adduce evidence to 
show what was Quelch’s character previously.
5294. His Worship.] I do not think it is necessary to go into that question. (To the witness) : A senior- 
constable in patrolling his district is not bound to follow the exact beats of the other constables ? Certainly 
not.
5295. He can take any short cut he likes from point to point? Yes, and he was instructed to pass through 
the railway particularly, in consequence of the complaints, and I have instructed Constable Shaw to pass 
through the railway, and pay particular attention, and see if he could detect any of these people stealing 
any of the railway material, at the request of the Railway Commissioners.
5296. Mr. Bull.] The fact is that Quelch was instrumental in bringing to committal persons who stole 
large quantities of stuff from the railways ? Yes. .
5297. And do you not know that he received special recognition of that from the Railway Commissioners? 
Yes.
5298. Mr. Abigail] With reference to this Constable Lambert, upon whose statement this charge depends 
to a considerable extent, what sort of an officer is he. Is he a truthful man ? So far as I know, I have 
never discovered him in any untruth that I know of.
5299. In fact you have recommended him on more than one occasion for promotion ? I recommended him 
once when he made an application. I thought he was a sober, steady man.
5300. This is what you said in respect to his application: “ Constable Lambert is sober, steady, and 
attentive to his duties ? ” Yes.
5301. Then, again, you said, “ Constable Lambert is sober and steady and has done duty in the various 
strikes” ? Yes.
5302. And unless he was a steady man and truthful in all ways you would not have recommended him for 
promotion ? Certainly not. If I had detected him in any untruth I would have reported him.
5303. You will admit this, that a reputation for truth is a sine qua non of----- ? Of everybody I should
imagine.
5304. Of a policeman, especially of a policeman who is so frequently called into the box to give evidence 
against people whom he prosecutes? Yes. I can only speak of him as I find him.
5305. He is a man whom you would believe from your experience of him as his inspector ? I should, under 
certain conditions.
5306. Mr. Bull.] Will you tell me this : When first did you hear—with regard to the circumstances of 
Pogson’s store being open—when first did your hear it said that a bag of material was on the outside of the 
place ready to be removed ? I never heard anything about it till this inquiry was started. This is the first 
I heard of it.
5307. Mr. Abigail.] But you know, do you not, that until a month ago, although nearly every man in the 
station was industriously searching that Rough Occurrence Book for the supposed entry, nobody could find
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it, and only recently it was unearthed by Quelch himself 1 I never knew anything about it. I made Inspector 
inquiries, and they could not see it, and I then pulled down the books and I found it myself. I was under Lawless, 
the impression there was no such entry until I searched myself, carefully, and found it and called the senior- , CT" A ',7'_ 
constable’s attention to it. ov'’ /'
5308. Mr. Abigail.] It is just possible the senior-constable did not make a report until he found the 
importance of making it.
5309. His Worship.] That is absolutely upset by the statement of the other constable who made the other
entries. ■
5310. Mr. Bull.] Shaw said that when he made that third entry Quelch’s entry was there.
5311. Mr. Abigail.] Shaw’s evidence, from my recollection of it, was that he, having made the first entry 
and the third, and Quelch’s having been sandwiched between the two, that Quelch’s must have been there.
5312. Mr. Bull.] No, that is not it. He said, “ I saw that entry there when I made that third entry on 
that page.” He said, “ I do not know what time it wras made. I do not think it could have been made 
before 4 o’clock.” I have a number of witnesses to bring with regard to the different officers leaving Wilson- , 
street and crossing the railway premises, if your Worship thinks it is necessary to call them.
5313. His Worship.] Is there no witness with reference to the actual fact of finding the door openl
5314. Mr. Bull.] There can be nobody else.
5315. Mr. Abigail.] Now, as it is a matter of credibility, I will call Serjeant Houlahan.
5316. Mr. Bull.] I will object to this. My friend is calling this witness to give evidence that you ought to 
believe Lambert more than Quelch.
5317. His Worship.] From some fact. ,
5318. Mr. Abigail.] And that is the fact that I want to put before your Worship to assist your deliberations.
5319. His Worship.] I do not want witnesses’ opinions, and that is why I say I presume “from some fact.”
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Serjeant John Houlahan was called and sworn :—
5320. Mr. Abigail.] What is your name ? John Houlahan.
5321. You are a serjeant ? Yes.
.5322. Stationed at Redfern 1 Yes.
5323. And under the command of Inspector Lawless 1 Yes.
5324. Quelch is a brother officer of yours 1 Yes.
5325. And Lambert is a subordinate constable of yours 1 Yes.
5326. Have you known Lambert long ? I have known him since he came to the station.
5327. That is about seven years 1 Yes. , .
5328. You have been in the Service, how many years ? Twenty-three years.
5329. Have you had frequent opportunities of observing Lambert as a Police officer, and as a man ? Yes.
5330. And, from these observations, and your own experience of him, what conclusion have you .come to 
with regard to his reputation for truth i I never knew him to tell a lie in my life. So far as I know, he 
is a very truthful man.
5331. Is he a good officer 1 Is he a good constable 1 You should ask Mr. Lawless.
5332. Is he an efficient, well-conducted constable? He is a well-conducted constable.
5333. Now, while you are in the box, let me ask you this: There is a good deal of dissension in the Redfern 
Force over this matter of Quelch’s 1 There is no doubt there is now', at the present time.
5334. There was before this inquiry commenced, was there not? Well, there is always dissension where 
there are a lot of men together. Some think they are badly treated.
5335. Is it not a fact that you yourself have ventilated your own grievances? I have, unfortunately.
5336. And is this not a fact, that you have complained, and not only you, but others—such as even Senior- 
serjeant Bell—that you have been overlooked by your inspector, and that constables have been unduly 
promoted? Well, of course, it is for the authorities to say that. It is not for me to say that.
5337. His Worship.] Are there constables in the Force of as long, or longer, standing than Quelch that 
have not been promoted ? Oh, yes.
5338. Mr. Abigail.] Is it not a fact that Quelch is frequently alluded to by the other constables, and not
only by constables but by serjeants and senior-constables, as “ Mr. Lawless’ Pet ”? I do not know about that, 
but’ I have heard the constables in the yard complaining amongst themselves, but they always will complain 
when they are together. I never took any notice of them. . ’
5339. Will not you say this : that you yourself have complained, and recently, about the treatment you have 
received from Inspector Lawless ? Well, we had a row, I must confess.
5340. His Worship.] You think you have been overlooked too ? No, I do not.
5341. But you think that some have? We had a row the other night. He accused the serjeant at the 
station about giving information.
5342. It was not before the appointment of the Commission ? No.
5343. Mr. Abigail.] You and Senior-serjeant Bell were both accused the other night with making a breach 
of some rule of the service by giving information to Mr. Dacey ? Yes. And while I am here now I wish 
to say that I have never given any information to Mr. Dacey or anybody either directly or indirectly 
respecting any entries in this book in connection with this inquiry. Injustice to myself in,case of anything 
afterwards, I wish to state that.
5344. You know that right through the struggle Quelch, since he has been relieved from duty, has been in 
constant consultation and communication with his inspector ? There is no doubt about that.
5345. And do you know that Inspector Lawless is interesting himself all he possibly can to assist Quelch 
in this matter ? I believe he has; but, perhaps he has a reason for that.
5346. What I want to get out from you, if possible, if in accordance with the facts, is this : is it not a fact 
that Mr. Lawless is not preserving a strict neutrality ? I want to get out from you, if in accordance with 
the facts, an answer in the affirmative to this question, is not Inspector Lawless interesting himself in a 
more than usual sense, for a superior officer, in this matter of Quelch’s? Well, really, that is a question I 
can hardly answer.
5347. Is Inspector Lawless preserving a strict neutrality in this matter ? There is no doubt he is not.
5348. Mr. Abigail] I want to show that Inspector Lawless thinks he is on his trial because of this close
confederation between him and Quelch. 5349.

Serjeant John 
Houlahan.

5 Nov., 1897.
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Serjeant John 5349. Jfr. Hull] Can there be any doubt about it that Inspector Lawless is on his trial ? 
on ^ an-' 5350. Mr. Abigail.] Of course there can.

- jgg^ 5351. Mr. Ball.] Then all these things my friend has said to witness after witness are not worth anything.
’ My friend has said that he would show the rottenness of the whole division under Mr. Lawless.

5352. llis Worship.] That is not included in the Commission. Things may come out that may reflect upon
others, or may not; I do not know.
5353. Mr. Abigail.] And apropos of that, if I can show that Quelch is unduly favoured by his inspector,
surely that will go against him in this inquiry. ■
5354. Mr. Bull.] You know, I suppose, as an old serjeant, that the business of the office is not to be given, 
or information is not to be given, to the public? Yes, I do.
5355. You know it is one of the strictest rules and regulations of the Service ? Yes, and we must conform _ 
to those strictly.
5356. And this charge that you make against Mr. Lawless was in respect of some information which 
somebody no doubt had given, which possibly he was accusing you or somebody else in the station of having 
given ? He said, “ The serjeants in charge of the station.” I was the only serjeant in the station in 
charge of it.
5357. Do not you know that since his Worship, Mr. Johnson, has issued a minute or order asking that the 
fullest information should be given to Mr. Dacey, or to anybody making the inquiry, every information, 
every entry, every facility has been afforded by Mr. Lawless ? Yes, since we got those instructions.
5358. Can you tell his Worship how that information could have been obtained without these instructions ?
I could not suggest. I have not the slightest idea.
5359. His Worship.] You thought you were unjustly blamed? I thought I was unjustly blamed, there is 
no doubt about it.
5360. Mr. Abigail.] You know that Quelch, before the Commission started, spent weeks not only looking 
through these station books, but taking extracts and copies, do not you ? Yes.
5361. Day after day? Yes.
5362. Before there was any order from the Commissioner about it at all ? Yes.
5363. While he was under suspension pending this investigation into his alleged conduct? Yes.
5364. Mr. Bull.] I see here a letter to the Department on the 1st of September [Exhibit No. 45], respectfully 
applying to the Superintendent for permission to be allowed his testimonials, and to be allowed to go through 
the books at the Redfern Station for information in connection with this inquiry. There is an absolutely 
honest application by Quelch to his superior officers. It was complied with.

EOYAL COMMISSION—SENIOR-CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.

Senior-constable G. H. Harrison was called and sworn :—
His Worship.] What is your name? George Henry Harrison.
You are a senior-constable of police? Yes, stationed at Redfern.
Mr. Abigail.] How many years have you been in the service? Hearly fourteen.
How many years at Redfern Station? All that time, with the exception of about eight or nine 

‘ months, when I did supernumerary at No. 2. It was the one station.
5369. Do you know Constable Lambert ? Yes.
5370. Have you had him under your command? Yes.
5371. Have you had opportunities of observing him, and forming an opinion as to whether he is a man of 
truth ? I cannot say otherwise.
5372. Is he a man of truth ? 1 cannot say that he has told any untruths.
5373. Mr. Bull.] Your Worship said some time ago that you would allow this evidence to be given if some 
evidence was given of a fact.
5374. His Worshij).] From your official connection with him you have no reason to suppose that he would 
deliberately tell a lie ? There is no case that has come under my observation where he has ever told a lie.
5375. Did he ever mention this matter of Pogson’s to you? No. ,
5376. He never mentioned anything to you about the fact of seeing these goods piled up outside the door? 
No, because I was noton his beat then.
5377. I suppose you saw him ? I saw him at the station.
5378. Did you hear any conversation among the men at the station about the matter at that time ? Not 
until it cropped up in Truth ? It was then general conversation.
5379. There was no official entry of that statement in the books at all ? I did not look in the books.
5380. Air. Abigail.] Do you happen to know that he spoke to Kidd on that very night? I do not know.
5381. And Kidd never told you that ? No.
5382. And Quelch never told you that ? No.
5383. It would not be the duty of either Quelch or Lambert to tell you anything about it?
5384. His Worship.] Was it said to be a dark night at the time of this Pogson case? Ido not know
anything about it.
5385. The police do not carry lanterns ? No. ■
5386. Mr. Abigail.] I suppose they are all smokers, and they carry matches? Most of them are smokers.
5387. And grocers’ shops usually contain matches and candles ? I suppose so.
5388. His Worship.] You heard nothing about this alleged statement until it was published in ? No.
5389. Jfr. Abigail.] Has Lambert the reputation of being a straightforward man and officer ? Yes. I do 
not know anything against him. As far as I am personally-concerned, I know nothing against him.
5390. His Worship.] Do you know anything about Quelch in the same way ? No ; I do not.
5391. You would believe Quelch’s word as much as you would Lambert’s? Of course, it is this way—from
what you hear of the one and what you hear of the other.
5392. Jlr. Abigail.] Now, whose word would you take first ? I would not say.
5393. Now, Harrison, is it not that you do not like to say, for fear of hurting somebody’s feelings ? I do 
not want to hurt anybody’s feelings.
5394. Is not this the fact: that you would not like to hurt Quelch’s feelings ? I would not like to hurt 
anybody’s feelings.

Senior- 5365. 
constable G. 5366. 
H. Harrison. 5357
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5395. 
either
5396.
Yes.
5397.
5398.
5399.

' 5400.
5401.
5402.
In my case I was his superior officer by several years, and he assumed seniority in that particular instance.
I drew his attention to it, and it did not occur again.
5403. And there are several constables there senior to Quelch in length of service who have not been 
promoted to be senior constables ? Yes.
5404. And of course that causes some discontent amongst them ? I cannot say whether it causes some 
discontent.
5405. Has it been spoken about! Hot in my hearing.
5406. Mr. Abigail.^ Did not you say you would rather not say? In the first instance.
5407. And then did I not follow that up with another question, “ Was it not true that you would rather 
not say, because you did not want to hurt anybody else’s feelings? I said I would rather not say.
5408. His Worship.] Say what? Under the question he asked me.
5409. Mr. Abigail.] You would rather not say which of the two you would believe? I said at the time on 
account of several things appearing in papers and becoming public property—and the other man there was 
nothing against—I would rather not say.
5410. Who is the man there is nothing against ? Lambert.
5411. And on account of several things appearing in the papers about Quelch you would rather not say ?
Yes, and personally myself I would rather not say.
5412. Ilis Worship.] Will you admit that you have been influenced by what you have seen in the papers?
Yes. ■
5413. Mr. Abigail.] Do I understand you to say this : that, personally, you would just as soon believe 
Lambert as Quelch, or Quelch as Lambert, or do I understand you to say that you personally would rather 
not say which of the two you would believe? Yes, owing to what has occurred.
5414. Mr. Ball.] Did not you mean this : that in the papers, and from other sources, you have heard these 
insinuations and charges against Quelch ? Yes.
5415. You have not heard similar insinuations or charges against Lambert ? That is it.
5416. But, outside of these insinuations and charges that you have seen in the papers and heard, is there 
anything personally that you could accuse Quelch of? No, except what occurred between us—a bit of a 
barney.
5417. A little circumstance of his assuming seniority ? Yes.
5418. That would not induce you to say that Quelch is a liar ? Oh, no, I would not say that.
5419. His Worship.] Can you say or not whether there is a personal feeling or not amongst the Force 
against Quelch ? I know, amongst the non-commissioned officers, that very few of them speak to him, and 
he speaks to very few of them.
5420. Then there is personal feeling against him ? Personal feeling.
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His Worship.] Prom what you know of both parties, have you any reason to doubt their evidence, 
one or the other ? I never have been in a position to doubt either.
Mr. Abigail.] Quelch was rebuked by you in the presence of the men on one occasion ; was he not ?

What was that for ? That was a matter of seniority, not of untruthfulness.
He was officious ? Of course; he overstepped his bounds in a matter of seniority.
And you rebuked him ? Yes.
jl/r. Bull.] Did you ever tell anybody that ? Yes * I told the inspector.
His Worship.] It was a personal matter ? Yes, about myself.
Then you will admit that there is some iealousv as regards Ouelch’s nromotion over other officers ?

Senior- 
constable G. 
H. Harrison.
5 NovC~1897.

Senior-serjeant R.. Bell was recalled :—
5421. Mr. Abigail.] You know Constable Lambert ? Yes. Senior-
5422. You have seen him nearly every day? Yes.
5423. You have done so during the last seven years ? Between seven and eight years. _ a .*
5424. Prom your observation of him and from official experience of him as one of his senior officers, what 5 Nov. 1897.
opinion have you formed of him as a man of truth ? • ’
5425. Mr. Bull.] I object to that because his Worship has long ago said that he does not want people’s 
opinions.
5426. His Worship.] Have you any reason from your experience of him to doubt his word? No, I have 
not. I think lie is a very sober, steady, clean, truthful man, so far as I know.
5427. Mr. Abigail] Is he a straightforward officer? I believe he is, and attentive to his duties.
5428. Is he a man who goes straight ? Yes.
5429. And a man against whom there has never been any suspicion of dishonesty ? I never heard of it.
54-30. Nor any suspicion of perjury ? I have never heard of it. '
5431. Nor any suspicion of burglary ? I never heard of it.
5432. His Worship.] Have you any reason to doubt Senior-constable Quelch’s word? No.
5433. You have no reason, from what you know personally, to doubt the word of either of them ? No.

Senior-constable J. Ingram was called and sworn :—
-l434. His Worship^ What is your name? John Ingram.
5435. And you are a senior-constable of police stationed at Redfern ? Yes.
5436. Mr. Abigail.] How many years have you been in the Force? Eighteen years in 
4th of January next.
5431. How many years stationed at Redfern ? Ten years the 20th of next January. 
^Ifo" ^°U ^ave ^een there longer than Quelch ? No, he was at Redfern before me.
5439. You are a.senior-constable of longer standing than Quelch ? Yes.
5440. You are his senior by length of service ? Yes ?
5441. Do you know Constable Lambert? Yes, I do.
5442. Do you know him well? Yes, I was at the station before him.
5443. Has he been under your command ? Yes.

this service on the
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Have you had ample opportunity of observing the kind of man he is 1 Yes. _
Have you ever had any reason to doubt his word ? No, I have never doubted his veracity at any

Has he the reputation, and is it within your own experience that he is a straightforward, straight- 
man ? Yes. _
Is he a truthful man? Yes; I may say I have had occasion to report him twice during the time he 

has been on the station.
5448. Notwithstanding that, you say he is a truthful, straight-going, straightforward man? Yes I do.
5449. Have you ever reported Quelch ? Yes.
5450. How many times ? I have reported him once or twice.
5451. His Worslu23.~\ What for? I reported him once for not working his beat.
5452. Mr. Abigail.] Anything else ? Well, I had occasion to speak to Mr. Potter several times about him.
5453. What about ? About irregularities in the working of his ground.
5454. Is that his beat ? Aes. _
5455. Was he not on duty when he should have been according to the routes? I could not find him.
5456. So that he must have been absent if you could not find him ? Yes.
5457. It was your duty to find him ? Yes.
5458. And in the discharge of your duty you industriously endeavoured to find him ? Yes.
5459. And you did not find him and immediately reported it 1 Yes.
5460. And what followed the report ? He was punished.
5461. What was the punishment? I think he was fined half day’s pay.
5462. That was when Redfern was put in No. 2 Division ? Oh, no.
5463. His Worship.] He was not a senior-constable then ? No, he had not a stripe on his arm.
5464. Mr. Bull.] You say that he was once punished for neglect of duty on a complaint made by you? Yes.
5465. You reported him twice? Yes.
5466. The first time he made an explanation, did ho not? To Mr. Potter, yes.
5467. And Mr. Potter was satisfied? Yes, I think so.
5468. Mr. Potter took his statement notwithstanding that you made a complaint ? Yes, I believe so.
5469. Mr. Potter believed the statement that he made ? I presume he did.
5470. Or else he would have been punished? I suppose so.
5471. Do you not know that you made a charge that he was not on a particular portion of the beat, and he 
produced an alderman of the particular municipality or ward to show that he was working his beat, and 
was in conversation with him at a certain time ? I do not know that.
5472. At any rate he satisfied Mr. Potter? I suppose he did.
5473. You would not accuse Mr. Potter of favouring him rather than you 8 No.
5474. In fact you all hold Mr. Potter up as quite the model of an inspector? Yes, I do.
5475. You all hold a very high opinion of Mr. Potter ? Yes.
5476. This complaint that you made was when he was an ordinary common constable ? Yes.
5477. Is there any jealousy from you to him now ? Not the slightest.
5478. And the matter that you speak of is certainly eight or nine years ago ? Yes, it is all that.
5479. Quelch, as a fact, is a very active man? Yes.
5480. As a fact he has succeeded in getting more convictions at Redfern than any other man ? I could not 
say that.
5481. Will you tell us this : how many times have you prosecuted, or have you informed in prosecutions, 
against publicans, securing convictions, since you have been in the Redfern Division ? I have not prosecuted 
in any case except two.
5482. So that, as a fact, you have not been chosen by the inspector to do special duty so far as public- 
houses are concerned ? I have not.
5483. You know that Quelch has ? I do not know that.
5484. Do you not know that Quelch and Senior-serjeant Yane have to all intents and purposes been the 
only two officers ? They have been thrown together.
5485. Those are the only two who have done special duty so far as publicans are concerned ? That is not 
so, there are more than that.
5486. Just mention the names ? Senior-serjeant Bell, and several other constables he takes with him from 
time to time.
5487. But we have it from Senior-serjeant Bell that he never does duty after 3 in the morning. That is 
true, I suppose ? I know that perfectly well.
5488. And I suppose you do know that the generality of charges against the publicans out there is selling 
drink in public in prohibited hours, and that is principally before 6 ? Yes, and on Sundays.
5489. Do you remember at the time of the Butler craze here ? Yes.
5490. Was not Quelch, as a fact, specially chosen by the Department and placed in charge of ten or eldven 
men to go up to the mountains during that craze ? I did noc know that; I know he was away.
5491. You do not seem to interest yourself very much in the whereabouts of your fellow officers ? No.
5492. You have no feeling against Quelch ? No, not the slightest.
5493. And you have no bad opinion about him? No. He is a man I do not associate very much with.
5494. His Worship.] You are not friendly with him? I never had any words with him.
5495. Have you any reason to doubt his word any more than Lambert’s ?. Yes, I have. .
5496. For what reason ? I was in a publican’s case with him on one occasion, and he got over the fence
himself, opened the gate, and we went in between 2 and 3 o’clock in the morning. We caught the publican. 
He asked me not to tell Mr. Potter that he got over the gate, as Mr. Potter did not like that sort of thing.
5497. Mr. Bull.] But he did not tell you to tell a lie about it ? Certainly he did. He told me not to tell
Mr. Potter that he got over the gate.
5498. What age are you ? Forty-five years of age.
5499. Old enough to know better. Did you actually put him over the fence? I did not—no ; he got over 
the fence himself.
5500. And you saw him get over ? Yes, I did see him ; and I made no secret about it.
5501. His Worship.] What evidence was given in the case ? The case broke down ; but not on that point.

. 5502.
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5502. Was evidence given that he did get over the fence? No, it was never asked j and I told him I Senior-
would not be a party to telling a falsehood. ' serjeant
5503. Mr. Bull.] What you say was that Quelch asked you not to let Inspector Potter know that he had J' Infratn-
got over ? Yes. .
5504. That is the only instance? That is the only instance. ^ Nov., 189,
o505. He told you not to tell Inspector Potter that he got over the fence ? Yes, and that would have to 
KKA^V°m *n ^le cour*;- If we told Mr. Potter that, it would come out in examination.
5506. Did you tell Mr. Potter that he had got over the fence ? I did.
kcao' T^en ^ suPPose ^ y°u hud been asked on oath you would have sworn to it? I would.
5508. Did you ? No, I was never asked. The case broke down. •
5509. Mis IForship.] Then Mr. Potter was aware of it ? Yes, from mo.
5510. Did you tell him that Quelch had told you not to tell him ? No, I did not.
5511. Mr. Bull.] And Mr. Potter never asked the question of Quelch? I do not know. I was not in the 
court.

J0" noh just a while ago, said that fact never came out in court ? I said the case broke down. 
5ol3. Did not you say the case broke down, but not on that point; it was never raised? I believe that is 
a fact, too.
5514. Can you tell us how the case broke down? I do not recollect exactly.
5515. You must know? I was not in the court. "
5516. You must know why it broke down, surely Mr. Potter told you. He had charge of the matter, he 
must have told you why you were not wanted as a witness? The information was wrongly laid : it broke 
down on a mere technicality.
5517. In fact you made the blunder ? You gave the information authorising the laying of the information ? 
No doubt.
5518. And it turned out that the information you had given was mistaken ? Very likely.
5519. Wrong? The information was wrongly laid.
5520. You know nothing else against Quelch ? No, that is the only instance.
5521. Except that you do not speak to him ? Only on police duty.
5522. Nor associate with him ? No. •
j523. Mr. Abigail.] He is not a man who is generally associated with by his brother officers? No, I do 
not think so.
5524. Ihere are only a few of the officers who are on speaking terms with him? I believe that is so.
5525. Mr. Bull.] Can you tell me when that was ? No, I forget the date.
5526. Can you tell me the name of the publican ? The “ Hereford Hotel.”
5527. Ilis Worship^ When he went over the fence did he obtain entrance to the hotel ? He opened the 
gate and we walked in together.
5528. Mr. Bull.] You were satisfied, as a senior-constable, that an offence was in the act of commission? 
Yes.
5529. And you had authority to enter the place ? I had no authority.
5530. But you did enter ? I did. It was a very bad house.
5531. It was very badly kept ? Yes. ,
5532. Mr. Abigail] Neither you nor Quelch were authorised to enter the house under the Licensing
Act? No. b
5533. Mr. Bull] You did not give him a leg over? No.
5534. You will admit that you never told Mr. Potter ? No.
5535. If he had told that to Mr. Potter, is _ there the slightest doubt that Mr. Potter would not have laid 
the information at all. This man had no right to enter there, Quelch had no right to enter there, Quelch 
was doing duty under his superior officer, and he admits that that was the way entrance was got into the 
place by himself.
5536. Mr. Abigail] He said he told Mr. Potter. (To the ivitness) : Did you not say that you told Mr. 
Potter that you haa got in that way ? Yes. But not that Quelch requested me not to tell him.
5537. Mr. Bull] I suppose you told Mr. Potter that you found the gate open ? No, I did not.
5538. Mr. Abigail] You told him the truth ? Yes.
5539. The whole truth ? Yes. ■
5540. His Worship).] Were you a senior-constable at the time ? Yes.
5541. Had you authority to enter ? No.
5542. Neither of you had ? No.
5543. Mr. Abigail] And the information was technically incorrect ? Yes. .
5544. And upon Quelch’s evidence it was withdrawn ? There was a technicality, and it broke down.
5545. I suppose there was an attorney appearing for the defence? Yes.
5546. And after Quelch gave evidence the point was taken, and the information either withdrawn or 
dismissed ? Yes.

T°^ dld not llave a.n opportunity of going into the witness-box ? I was not in the box at all. 
o548. And you were outside the court during the hearing ? Yes.
5549. His Worship.] That is the only reason you give for doubting his word ? Yes.
5550. Mr. Abigail] You have lost confidence in him ? That was sufficient to make you, as between man and 
man, lose confidence m Quelch ? As a truthful man, yes.
55oi ■ Mr. Bull] Do you think he would be capable of committing a burglary ?
5552. Mr. Abigail] I object to these questions.

Senior-constable P. Corcoran was called and sworn :_
5553. His Worship.] What is your name ? Patrick Corcoran.
5554. And you are a senior-constable at the Eedfern Police Station? Yes.
5555. Mr. Abigail] How long have you been a senior-constable? About four years.
5556. Do you know Constable Lambert ? Yes.
5557. How many years have you been stationed at Redfern ? About nine or ten,
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-more than a senior-constable '?

Senior- 5558. How many years have you been in the Force ? Fifteen. , , ,
constable 5g59_ go that y0-u have been stationed at Eedfern all the time that Lambert has been there, because he
. .orcoran. ljeen there seven years 1 Yes. _ 11 q v

5 Nov., 1897. 5560. Have you had an opportunity of observing his conduct as a constable . xes.
’ 5561. And as a man? Yes.

5562. Have you ever had any reason to doubt his word ? No.
5563. Is he a truthful man from your experience ? As far as I know.
5564. And is he a straight-going, straightforward officer ? Yes ; he is a steady, respectable man, as far as

5565. Not a man who would be capable of doing a mean or dirty act against a brother officer ? Not that
I am aware of. , , . , Voe,
5566. Mr. Bull.] If I remember rightly, you and Quelch were promoted on the same day i Yes.
5567. Put in double harness as senior-constables ? Yes. _ -
5568. I suppose you have always worked cordially and agreeably with Quelch . es, a wa'ys_-
5569. And I suppose, having given Mr. Lambert a good character, you could say t e same mgo Que c 
I could not say anything against him. I have never had any cause.
5570. Then you speak as highly of both persons? Yes. , i
5571. Mr. Abigail] But you have had Lambert more immediately under your observation and experience.
I cannot say. .
5572. As a constable, you would have him more under your observation
5573! Jfr. Awilf Having been promoted to the position of senior-constable, would not you be brought into 

' contact with your equal officer, Quelch, more often than you would with Lam er . e , ave een 
working with him on both night and day duty. _
5574. Whilst Lambert would be on his beats any where ? That is correct. . , .
5575. Would not you, as a matter of actual official police duty, see more of Quelch, and be more in bis
company than the other man ? I would be with him more, certainly.
5576. I suppose you do patrol, just the same as all the superior officers ? Yes.
5577. You are a non-commissioned officer ? Yes. _ n . .
5578. His Worship^ Did you ever hear anything of this insinuation against Quelch before this inquiry
commenced or was published in Truth ? I did not until quite recently, and I never hear any ing un 1 

what I saw in the paper, and it was spoken of between us. .
5579. You never heard the other police talking about it ? No. ,
5580. Do you know anything about what Lambert said about the Pogson matter ? What I did hear was 
indirectly.
5581. Did Lambert ever speak to you about it ? No. T Tj .
5582. You do not know that no official report was ever made by Lambert in the matter 1 No, l do not.
5583. Mr. Abigail] Not that he reported it to Kidd in the station ? Not that I am aware o •
5584. You would not interest yourself in it. It was not on your beat, was it. It wou no e par o
his duty to talk to all the senior officers in the Force about it 1 When a constable is under the command 
of a senior-constable, and he hears or sees something which he subsequently has to report, 0 w om s ou 
he report it, to every senior-constable in the Force, or to the officer in charge or the station . o e senior 
constable over him on the section, and afterwards to the officer at the station. . ,
5585. That is exactly what he did ; but it would not be his duty afterwards to go round and gossip about 
these things to other senior constables ? No.
5586. In fact he would be guilty of impertinence, would he not, if he did it ? Would not he be reprimanded 
for his gossiping propensities ? I do not understand why he should go round and discuss it with others.
5587. Is this a fact, that Senior-constable Shaw said to you that he thought it very unfair that he should be 
asked to take upon himself the blame of certain things in order to screen Quelch ? No, it is no so, sir.
5588. Did he say anything like that. I want to know whether there was ever any conversation between
you and Shaw which was to the effect that he had been asked to take the blame of certain t lings m or er 
to screen Quelch ? Certainly not. Of course we at different times talked. _ o
5589. Did not Shaw say to you that he felt aggrieved or hurt that he was being dragged into t is ma er . 
He never said anything like that.
5590. What did he say ? He always deplored that it ever occurred. . ...
5591. What occurred ? The fact of him or anyone else being dragged into this inquiry.
5592. How did he say he was being dragged into it? I could not say. . .
5593. This conversation took place before this Court sat ? Yes ; but it was a very trivial conversation,
was in anticipation of being dragged into it. _
5594. Did he tell you what evidence he thought he would have to give? No. . , „
5595. How could he tell you that he was being dragged into it ? The fact of being on sta ion u y, o
being station serjeant—of course he would naturally come more in contact with the men than le senior- 
constable on the street. . , .
5596. Did not he do this: did he not say to you that he had been asked to take some blame on his
shoulders which certainly belonged properly to Quelch? No, sir. He never did. _
5597. Mr. Bull] If such a thing was ever mentioned to you, you are not likely to forget it.
5598. Mr. Abigail] Have you not told somebody at the station that he did say so? No, sir; I have not.
5599. Mr. Bull] Have you ever told anybody anything of the purport that my friend has been asking you : 
that Mr. Shaw had said that he was very much annoyed indeed, that he had been asked to take upon his 
shoulders some misconduct of Quelch’s ? Nothing of the kind.
5600. Neither said nor insinuated ? No. . ,
5601. But is not this really and actually what you mean : that Shaw had expressed his dissatisfaction that
the station, meaning the institution as a police station, was being brought into investigation or inquiry 1 
Yes; that is what he really meant. . v
5602. His Worship.] I suppose everybody naturally was talking about the matter at the station . es‘
5603. Mr. Abigail] I want to recall Lambert as to a conversation he had with Kidd after he left the box
yesterday. 5604.

It
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5604. Mr. BuU.~\ I object to that. I submit that this investigation will simply be interminable if my friend Senior-' 
c.a11 .witnesses back who, after they have given evidence, gossip and talk outside to one another, constable 

' r' friend has not stated it truly at all. I propose to call, amongst others, Lambert to ‘ orcoran.
prove a a ter Kidd left the box yesterday he met Lambert, and they had a conversation, and he distinctly k L’L’" lsq7 
told Lambert something which I think your Worship ought to be told, which discounts a portion of his ’ 7'
kcac nC® 0rinr m°st material point. Surely that is a proper thing to put before the Court.
5606 His Worthy.] The only part of his evidence that aftects the case is that Lambert did say something 
about a bag and a parcel being outside. •
o607. Mr. Bull] That is not Kidd’s evidence. It is that he said that there was a bag there ready to be 
taken away near the door, but he did not say it was outside.
5608. His Worship.] I decline to hear any further evidence from Kidd and Lambert on that matter. .

[The Commission then adjourned until Wednesday, 10th of November, 1897, at 10 a.m.]
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WEDNESDAY, 10 NOVEMBER, 1897.
[The Commission resumed its sittings at 10 a.m., at the Central Police Court.]

lilr.esent:—
MR. WHITTING-DALE JOHNSON, S.M. (Sole Commissioner).

Mr. J. R. Dacey, M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

Mr. J. W. Abigail, Solicitor, appeared in support of the charges on behalf of Mr. J. R. Dacey, M.L.A.; 
Mr. C. Bull, M.L.A., Solicitor, appeared on behalf of Senior-constable W. E. Quelch. ’

Charge No. 7 (continued)— ,
d/r. Bull.] I should like to recall Quelch for a moment with regard to Ingram’s evidence. Ingram 

gave evidence with regard to some request of Quelch’s to him not to mention to Inspector Potter that he 
had given him a leg over the fence. Ingram said that the case went on and Quelch gave evidence but that 
Ingram himself did not, and it was on Quelch’s evidence that the case was dismissed. I have the papers to 
show that no evidence was given by anybody, and that all the informations were withdrawn and that 
Ingram laid the informations himself.

Mr. Abigail.] Ingram said that he was not in Court and was not called.
Mr. Bull.] He said that Quelch had given evidence in the case and the case was dismissed.

Senior-constable W. E. Quelch was recalled :—
0609. Mr. Bull.] You heard Senior-constable Ingram speak with regard to some matter affecting what hotel ? 
The “ Hereford Arms Hotel” kept by Thomas Harris.
0610. You heard him say that you had asked him not to mention to Inspector Potter some circumstance 
with regard to getting over the fences ? I never did anything of the sort.
rcl^ you get over the fence 1 I got over with the assistance of Senior-constable Ingram.
5612. Mr. Abigail.] I want Ingram called. ' .

J[0rSiip'!1 1 am not going t0 cal1 him ; there has been quite enough about it. '
5614. Jai. Did you as a fact ask Ingram to do that? No. That was about 11T5 p.m.
5615. You have a copy of the application by Ingram for a summons? Yes, against the publican and the 
three men for drinking.
5616. His Worship.] You say you did not ask him not to mention that fact ? No.
5617. In fact you were helped over? Yes.
SeiS. You opened the gate to allow him to enter? Yes, and he walked straight into the bar. If lie had 
mentioned such a circumstance to Mr. Potter the summons would never have been issued. ' 
kcoo u Did Mr- Potter ever speak to you about this matter ? Never mentioned a word to me.
06-.U. Have not you and Ingram been on strained relations ever since he alleges this occurrence took place ? 
I do not know that I have spoken to the man only in connection with my duties.

.T0U were Periecfcly friendly up to this time, but, excepting matters of duty, have never spoken to 
each other since 1 No; he to me nor I to him.
5622. Did you know he had made a complaint to Potter ? I did not.
5623. Well then, what was the reason of these strained relations ? He reported me. 
o624. To whom ?. To Inspector Potter, and I proved that his report was false.

What report? He reported me for not working a portion of my beat.
5626. Mr. Abigail.] That was after this occurrence ? No.
5627. But you admit that you were perfectly friendly at the time of this occurrence? No : I was simply 
on the beat, and he took me as my senior officer to try and catch this publican.
5628. But why did not you report him to Inspector Potter for assisting you over the fences ? No • I have 
seen too much of reporting senior officers.
5629. Was it not your duty ? No.
5630. It was not your duty when you knew it was wrong to have reported it to your senior officer? No •
I had no witnesses.
5631 What did you mean just now when you said no, you would not report your senior officer, you had 
seen too much of that, unless you had witnesses 1 I have seen too much of constables reporting their superior 
officers because the constable has been single-handed. -
5632. And wherever the constable has been single-handed in his report the senior officer has always won ?

. JN ot m all cases. ^
5633. It was sufficient to strike terror into your heart ? Yes.
5634. The usual luck of the subordinate officer reporting his senior was sufficient to deter you from doing
your duty ? Most decidedly. J 5635 °
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5635. Is it not a fact that in every case where these other men have wanted to make a complaint against
you they were similarly deterred, having in view the fate which invariably attended the report of a senior 
by a subordinate ? There is a difference between reporting a thing in writing and reporting a thing at 
the station to be entered in the books. _ .
5636. You admit that the result is the same ? No. It is different to report a senior-constable officially to
reporting in the book. _
5637. You are not at all surprised now, are you, in the light of your own evidence in answer to my question 
just now, that Lambert felt it rather an unpleasant and delicate matter to report you over this Pogson s 
shop affair 1 He had no occasion to report me over that. His duty was to report the circumstances that 
took place, not to report me.
5638. Assuming that he saw all that he alleges that he saw, you will admit that it was an extremely 
delicate position for a subordinate to find himself in to have to report circumstances which would reflect 
discredit upon you ? Not at all, because there were three of his superior officers in his presence five minutes 
afterwards.
5639. Not at the time ? Five minutes afterwards he was in the presence of three.

Charges Nos. 8 and 9.
“That, about six months ago, Constable Hill, when on duty in the Botany Road, saw a man crossing 

the road in a slouch hat, and with a bag of something on his back. Hill approached the man, and was 
astonished to find that it was his senior officer, Quelch, who said, 1 Its all right, Hill, I have been getting 
some sand for my canaries. ’ ”

Constable Constable Edmund Hill was called and sworn :—
Edmund Hill, jj-g What is your name ? Edmund Hill.
inTv'C'TsoV 5641. What are you? Ordinary constable, stationed at Redfern. _ _

ov‘1 ’ 5642. Mr. Abigail.] I call now7 for a report, if your Worship pleases, by Constable Hill, with reference to 
this case, and all the replies and minutes appertaining to it. [Exhibit No. 30.]
5643. Just take your memory back to about 4‘20 a.m., on the 16th February last. Were you in Regent- 
street Yes.
5644. And were you in conversation with Constable Whitehair ? Yes. .
5645. And he was on the opposite side of the street. Yes.
5646. And you were talking across the street 1 Yes.
5647. Did you see Quelch in the vicinity ? Yes.
5648. Where was he? He came from behind where I was standing.
5649. Where were you standing—outside whose premises ? Outside a vacant allotment of land.

- 5650. And he came from behind you ? Yes.
5651. So that he came through the vacant allotment of land ? Yes.
5652. What would be the street at the rear of this vacant allotment of land through which he would have 
to come to get into this vacant allotment of land ? Spence’s-lane.
5653. And he would have to come down Spence’s-lane and cross the vacant allotment ? Yes.
5654. He was on the footpath when you first saw him ? Yes, I heard footsteps behind me. ■
5655. What did you see ? I saw a man with a bag on his back.
5656. You saw Quelch ? Yes. _
5657. How was he dressed? He was not in uniform. He had a grey slouch hat on and a sort of thing a 
sailor wears.
5658. Like a sailor’s jumper 1 Yes.
5659. What did he have on his back ? He had a bag on his back.
5660. Did he say anything to you ? Before I recognised him, when I first saw him, I said, “ Hullo, what 
have you got in the bag ? ” I recognised him as I spoke.
5661. What did he say ? He said, “ It is all right, I have been getting some sand for my canaries.”
5662. Did you know that he kept canaries at that time ? I believe he did.
5663. What did Quelch do ? He let the bag fall on the footpath.
5664. What sort of a bag was it? Like a chaff bag, like an ordinary bag used for chaff. •
5665. Did you have any conversation with him ? He told me that he had got a man on the railway to fill 
up two small bags of sand, and he had put them in this bag to take them home.
5666. The railway premises would be at the rear? It is all along at the rear both ways.

. [Mr. Abigail produced a map of the locality, Exhibit No. 31.]
5667. The railway premises would be here [pointing] ? There.
5668. And which is Spence’s-lane ? This.
5669. There are two ways of getting from the railway to Botany Road, are there not—right down Margaret- 
street and through this lane, Spence’s-lane, and right across Botany Road ? Yes.
5670. And then the other way is through Garden-street, right across and up Boundary-lane, across 
Wyndham street, and up the continuation of Boundary street, and then through Spence’s-lane, and right 
up through that vacant allotment ? Yes.
5671. You know where Quelch lives ? Yes.
5672. He lives over here, does he not, in George-street ? Yes.
5673. This is Quelch’s house ? Yes.
5674. And now, if he wanted sand for his canaries, is there not a sand-hill there within a few hundred 
yards of his house ? Yes, within a hundred yards.
5675. And if he got the sand from where he says he got it—from the railway—he would have to go all 
this way, and up to the station, instead of just across there, which would only take him five minutes.
5676. Would it not take a man at least three-quarters of an hour to go in the direction from which you 
saw him come, and right along the by-lanes, and through these short cuts, as they are called, which ave 
always the longest way round, and across this vacant allotment? No, not that long.

677. How long? I should say nearly half an hour.
5678,
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Yes, and I went by.

5618. And it would only take him a few minutes to go to this sand-hill, which is near his own house 1 Yes, 
about twenty minutes, I should think. '
kcoa" y°U were conversation with Quelch, did Whitehair leave you 1 Yes, he went up the road.
5680. Did Quelch ask you to assist him to carry this bag across the road? He did.
5681. Was it heavy? It was pretty heavy—I should say it was a good hundredweight in weight. It was 
heavy enough for him to ask me to help him.
5682. \ou were satisfied, were you not, at the time that it was sand for his canaries? Yes, I believed it 
was sand at the time.
5683. Will you tell me what other conversation you had with him ? Did you have any with him as you 
were carrying the bag across the road? Ho, not then; I saw him next night.
5684. You left him when you got across the road, did you not ? Yes.

?,e Wen*’ t*16 direction of his home, and you continued along Regent-street to Botany Road? Yes. 
5686. Along your beat ? Yes.

y°iU mee* prewin ? Y hen I got to the corner of Boundary-street, which would be about 30 or 
yards further on, I saw Brewin, and a man working at Jones’ produce store, Bath. I did not speak to 

them about it. 1
5688. They were talking together ?
5689. You hurried past ? Yes.
5690. And did you again see Quelch later on, early in the morning ? Yes.
5691. At what time ? I saw him when I was coming round my beat, coming up the last time in Cornwallis
street. • 1

5692. What time? About half-past 5, and I saw him at 6.
5693. Was he then in uniform ? Yes, he took the relief off duty that morning.
J ^\as k®’ or should he have been, on duty at the time that you saw him disguised in the slouch hat,
and the jumper, and carrying these bags of sand as he alleges ? Unless he was doing some special duty he 
should have been in uniform. o r ^
5695. This is the Duty Book, is it not, for Tuesday, 16th February, 1897 ? Yes.
5696. Do you see an entry in the Duty Book of Tuesday, 16th of February last, showing that Quelch was
supposed to be on duty, and in charge of the relief from 12 to 6 a.m., and from 10 to 12 p.m. ? Yes, 10 to 
12 p.m. would be the same day, but the night following.
5697. Then from what you see recorded in the Duty Book, Quelch had no right to be dressed as he was, 
and carrying sand for canaries, or for any other purpose ? He had no right to be carrying sand.
5698. And no entry is made of that in the Duty Book ? No.
5699. And had he been relieved from duty for the purpose of carrying sand or doing anything else it would 
have been entered up in the Duty Book ? Yes.
5700. And would it not have been shown who else had taken up the relief ? Yes, if it had been taken up. 
5/01. And you see nothing about that here ? No.
5702. I will put this book in. (To the witness): Now, you had a conversation the following night with 
Constable Fitzgerald . Not with Constable Fitzgerald. 1 remember I had another conversation with Senior- 
constable Quelch.
5703. Tell us what that conversation was?_ Amongst other things, he spoke jokingly about Constable 
Iitzgerald having reported to him that morning, or the morning before, when he went off, that Constable 
-ritzgerald had told him that a man workingat Jones’produce store had seen two men cross the road carrying 
a bag. Senior-constable Quelch was laughing about this, and, amongst other things, speaking about the 
cananes, he said if I liked he would give me a canary. He offered it two or three times afterwards before 
I did take it. Eventually I did take it. Two or three days afterwards I went round and he gave me a canary. 
5 / 04. Now, about 5 p.m. on the 18th of August last, did Quelch call upon you ? Yes.
5705. At your house ? Yes.
5706. Did he say anything to you ? Yes.
5/07. Tell his Worship what it was ? The first thing he said when I came to him was: “Did you tell 
anybody about that bag of sand ?” I said, “ I did.” He said, “ I always thought you were a friend of 
mme ? I said, “ Well, that has nothing to do with it.” He said, “If you are asked, if you should be asked 
about this, say it was a morning when I went off early.” I said, “ Constable Whitehair knows you did not 
go off early ; besides, how were we to know you were not on some special duty ?” I did not want to tell 
any, lies about him. He could do that himself. He said, “Whitehair did not see us cross the road together.” 
I said, ‘ No, but he saw you on the vacant allotment and spoke to me; and, although he did not see you 
cross the road, he asked me afterwards who was the man with the bag, and I told him it was you.”

•5708. That was the day after Mr. Dacey’s speech in Parliament ? It was some time after. I do not know 
for certain what day it was.
5709. Mr. Dacey spoke on the 17th of August ? Then it would be the day after.
5/10. It was reported in the paper on the morning of the 18th instant, and he came to see you at 5 p.m. 
on the same day ? Yes; we were on night duty together and he could have seen me on night duty.
5711. And from the time that he had given you the canary had either of you ever spoken of the occurrence.
From the time that you saw Quelch carrying sand you had never spoken to each other about it except the 
occurrence when he gave you the canary and the joking remarks which Quelch made to you about Fitzgerald ? 
Yes. 3

5712. So that for all those months he never said anything to you until the report of Mr. Dacey’s indictment-
appeared in the paper ? No, I never remember any. , ’
5713. And then he came to your house, you did not go to him ? No.
5714. Did you afterwards think it advisable to send in a report about the occurrence? The following 
morning I reported it in the station to Serjeant Houlahan and Senior-constable Shaw. They were together. 
I was very loth to be mixed up in it. I did not know what to do and I spoke to them about it.
5715. And in consequence of their advice you sent in a report? Yes.
5716. You merely reported this. [Exhibit No. 30.] “ Constable Hill respectfully begs to report for the
information of his Superintendent that about 5 p.m., the 18th instant, Senior-constable Quelch called at his 
residence and asked him in the event of the constable being questioned regarding a certain matter which 
the senior-constable anticipated would be the subject of a future inquiry, to make certain false statements 
to-shield the senior-constable?” That is the report you made ? Yes. 5717

Constable 
Edmund Hill.

10 Nov., 1897.
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EdmuifdHill ■^Ln(l “ The facts in question were as follows:—That about 4-20 a.m. on February the 16th, 1897,
. A ' the constable met Senior-constable Quelch in plain clothes, coming from a vacant allotment on to the Botany 

10 Nov 1897 ®oa^> carrying a sack which he said contained sand ; the senior was in sole charge of the division at the 
” time, and at 6 a.m. he was in uniform and took the relief off duty. Constable Whitehair, who was directly 

opposite, saw the constable stop Senior-constable Quelch. When the senior-constable called at the constable’s 
house he asked him to say, if he was questioned about this matter, that he, Senior-constable Quelch, was off 
duty at the time, which would be telling a deliberate lie. And he added, ‘ If you will stick to me I will 
stick to you ; say this for me, Ted.’ Under the circumstances the constable considers it his duty to acquaint 
the Superintendent of these facts. Edmund Masham Hill, constable, No. 5426.” Now this was forwarded 
to Mr. Read, and by Mr. Read forwarded back to Mr. Lawless. I want Quelch’s report on that.
5718. Mr. Bull.'] There was no explanation of that asked for.
5719. Mr. Abigail.] “Forwarded to the Superintendent, I was not previously made aware of this matter. 
E. Lawless, Inspector, 21/8/97.” “Forwarded to Mr. Lawless for Senior-constable Quelch’s explanation 
in writing. G. Read, Superintendent, 21/8/97.” Mr. Lawless informs me that he has just obtained that 
paper from Superintendent Read’s office, and that it has never gone out to Redfern for an explanation by 
Quelch. Seeing that an inquiry was about to be held, the Superintendent held the matter back. (To the 
witness): Did Superintendent Read send for you when you made that report ? Yes, he sent for me—on 
the following day, I think it was.
5720. You say Superintendent Read, after you sent in that report, sent for you ? Yes.
5721. Did you have any conversation with him 1 Yes. .
5722. From the railway works to this vacant allotment out of which Quelch came on the night of the 16th 
February is how far ? To his residence ?
5723. From the locality where this sand is alleged' to have been obtained by Quelch on that night to his 
house would be how far 1 A good quarter of a mile.
5724. And you have to go down by-ways and lanes, have you not. It is a most circuitous route? It is 
not as straight as it might be.
5725. And you know that he has to go through rights-of-way and through gates, and all that sort of thing 1 
It is not quite as straight as it might be.
5726. And it would be more difficult to carry a bag down those rights-of-way than through any ordinary 
street ? It would be easier to carry it down the main street.
5727. From Quelch’s house to the sandhill near the school is only a minute’s walk 1 Yes. They have been 
carting away sand from there for some time.
5728. Do you know Mrs. Robinson? Yes.
5729. Does she live opposite the Police Station ? She does.
5730. Has she had a conversation with you about an alleged conversation ? I have not spoken to her.
5731. Do you know these localities, the sandhill in Margaret-street and this sandhill here? Yes. .
5732. Is the sand at the end of Margaret-street on the railway premises clean of dirty ? Yery dirty.
5733. Is that sand at the sandhill near Quelch’s house clean or dirty ? That is clean, because the people 
are carting it away.
5734. When you picked this bag up, this chaff-bag, in which Quelch said there were two smaller bags of 
sand, did it appear to have the same weight as two small 70 lb. sugar bags ? I should say it would be fully 
1 cwt.
5735. Will you show me along this route on this map where Pogson’s shop is ? Yes.
5736. You see Pogson’s store is marked “ A ” ? Yes.
5737. If, as I allege, for the purposes of this prosecution, this sand was sugar and obtained from Pogson’s 

. store, would Quelch have come along Spence’s lane or right along here, and got through that vacant
allotment ? Yes; he could come that way. It is a dark lane.
5738. Of course, as he says that he got the sand from the railway premises at the end of Margaret-street, 
that would be in a different direction from Pogson’s ? An opposite direction.
5739. And he would only come down Spence’s-lane in an entirely different direction from what he would if 
he were coming along the lane from Pogson’s store? Directly opposite.
5740. And he would still come through this vacant allotment? Yes.
5741. But if he were coming from Pogson’s store along Spence’s-lane to get on to that vacant allotment he 
would have to cross Boundary-street? Yes.
5742. Now, if he were coming from the bottom of Margaret-street, in the way that he alleges he came, he 
would not cross Boundary-street ? No ; he would not come within 20 or 30 yards of Boundary-street.
5743. Mr. Bull.] This, you say, was on the morning of the 16th of February? Yes.
5744. How did you fix that date? Because I noted it down, and so did Constable Whitehair.
5745. What did you note it down upon? On a slip of paper.
5746. Have you got the slip of paper? No ; I have not.
5747. Did you in any conversation with different persons say that you could not fix the date ? Never.
5748. Did you ever tell Quelch, for instance, that you did not remember the morning, and you could not
fix the date? No. .
5749. And that that was the only doubt you had? I have no doubt about it. He never spoke to me 
about it until he came to my house and tried to make me tell a lie. He has dragged me into this, and tried 
to make me tell a lie. It is very unpleasant.
5750. Did not you tell anybody that at the time you had no doubt it was sand ? Yes.
5751. Have you any doubt in the world that it was sand ? I have doubts now, since I have been to Mr. 
Read’s office.
5752. Since you have been "speaking to Mr. Dacey? No. I can give you my reason for the doubt.
5753. Mr. Abigail.] Let us have the reason.
5754. Mr. Bull.] Answer my question. You never had any doubt that it was sand until this inquiry began 
or until something was said in August last ? Yes, until something was said by Bath at Jones’ store.
5755. Did you not tell Robinson that it was sand ? I told him I believed it was sand.
5756. Did not you tell him that you felt the bag and you knew it was sand ? Certainly, I felt it and I

■ believed it was sand.
5757. Will you swear you did or did not tell him you had no doubt it was sand? I might have. I do not
remember having any particular conversation with Mr. Robinson more than anyone else. 5758.
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5758. I suppose it was quite daylight that morning? It was dark that morning.
5759. Dark? About twenty minutes past 4. .
5760. Nobody could detect anybody at a distance of 3 or 4 yards? There is an electric light iust opposite 
where I was standing.
5761. Dark at twenty minutes past 4 on the 16th February? Yes.
5762. Sure of that? Yes, quite sure it was a dark morning. '
5763. You actually carried this bag across ? Yes.
5764. Did not you suggest to Quelch that it was infra dig. to see your superior officer carrying sand ? No. 
5765-6. Anything like that ? No. He complained about the weight of the bag, and the pain in his back 
with carrying it, and asked me to assist him.
5767. Did you put it on your back? We both got hold of it. As far as I could judge it would be about 
1 cwt.
5768. And you took it across the road? Yes, into that lane.
5769. I suppose you really know the difference between the feel of sand and sugar ? There is not a great 
difference between two thicknesses of bags. I would not say that I believed it was sugar, but-1 say I have 
doubts as to whether it was sand. ■
5770. Since this inquiry. You know Margaret-street ? Yes.
5771. Has not sand accumulated there, washed by the rains and left there ? Yes, there is plenty of sand 
there.
5772. You say that if he were coming from Margaret-street on this morning that you saw him he could 
come and would be as a fact upon that vacant piece of land if he was resting himself? It would be a little 
out of his way but not much.
5773. But if he was coming from Margaret-street it would be terribly out of his way to pass Pogson’s store ? 
Of course it would.
5774. Have you seen any report, or would you like to take it upon yourself to swear that there is any 
report from Pogson or anybody referring to Pogson’s store that that store was entered on the morning of 
the 16th of February ? I do not know. I have only seen my own report that I sent in.
5775. It would be a likely thing for Mr. Pogson to miss two bags of sugar taken from there ? He has 
informed me that he would not miss it.

Constable 
Edmund Hill.

10 Nov., 1897.

5776. Has there been any police complaint or any complaint by Pogson? You asked mo if it would bo 
likely that he would miss it.
5777. Has Pogson made any complaint or report ? Not that I have heard of.
5778. And you do not know that there is any complaint by Pogson of his store being entered or being 
found open on the 16th of February ? No.
5779. How long have you been in the Force out there? A trifle over ten years.
5780. Have you yourself looked at the Occurrence Books; do you happen to know that there is report after 
report of Pogson’s store being found open and broken into ? I have not looked up the books.
5781. Did you ever see this entry in the book? I do not remember seeing any entry in any book.
5782. “ Mr. Pogson’s place broken into on three occasions during the last three weeks. On the 22nd ultimo 
and 1st and 3rd instant—and on the first occasion ten shillings’ worth of coppers stolen. Not identifiable ; 
no person suspected; 3-45 p.m., 4/3/93. Attended to, Sutherland and Moore.” [Exhibit No. You 
know the meaning of that, do you not—if a complaint is made or a report is made of an offence or of a 
place being found open, usually certain officers are told off to make inquiry ? Yes.
5783. You know Sutherland and Moore ? Yes. .
5784. They were officers in the Redfern Division ? Yes.
5785. Speaking of this sandhill, it is Mr. George Hudson’s property? I believe so.
5786. Is it private property ? Yes.

. 5787. Is it fenced ? Yes.
5788. And with a barbed wire on top of the fence all round ? Yes.
5789. How would you suggest Quelch is to get into that—through the gate? I think every policeman 
knows Mr. Hudson.
5790. I do not know that ? Ido. ’
5791. How would you suggest that Quelch should get into that at 3, 4, or 5 in the morning? Not in the 
morning, in the daytime I would suggest.
5792. On that particular morning it would be impossible? It would not be a very easy job.
5793. You do not suggest that Quelch had a right to go into Mr. Hudson’s property, and take sand out 
without Mr. Hudson’s permission ? Certainly not.
5794. The sand which is upon the' railway premises is all protected too, is it not, the place is all fenced? 
It is fenced, but there is a gate leading into the railway.
5795. But you would not suggest that Quelch should go into the railway and take the sand, would you? 
That is what he told me, that a man in the railway filled it up for him.
5796. Have you got sand from Margaret-street ? No. ■
5797. I suppose you will admit that sand washed by water is infinitely clearer than that which you will 
get in a bank ? I am not an expert on sand.
5798. You do not profess to know that? I suppose it would be cleaner, but I do not think it is very 
much different.
5799. Do you not know that as a rule 40 per cent, of sand is loam; taking sand out of a hill, digging it
out with a spade in its ordinary state, do you not know that 50 per cent, of that would be loam ? It would 
certainly be dirty, I think. .
5800. You know Pogson’s ? Yes.
5801. Do you know Pogson’s back premises ? Yes.
5802. How would you suggest that a man could get out of that with a hundredweight bag of sugar or sand 
on his back ? He could open the gate from the side and get out.
5803. Unlock it ? I do not know that there is a lock on it.
5804. To do all that he would require to have keys of Pogson’s store? If it is locked, certainly.
5805. Have you any doubt in the world that Pogson’s store is locked every evening after business ? 
Certainly ; but you asked about Pogson’s back gate, I do not know whether it is locked.

5806.
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Constable 5806. Do vou happen, to know that Mr. Pogson has described that the back gate is locked on the inside in 
Edmund Hill, this inquiry ? No.

■—---- • 5807. Mr. Abigail.] The back door, not the back gate.
lONov.,1897. 580g_ Bull.] Is there a back entrance indicating a means of getting into the back^of the premises?

Do you not know that everything is taken in at the front, right through to the back, and that there is no 
means of getting in the back—no gate ? There is a gate there; I believe so.
5809. You know the premises. I am asking you ? I believe so. Pogson can tell whether there is a gate 
or not.
5810. You have never, in any report that you made to the Department, insinuated or dared to say that it 
was sugar and not sand that Quelch was carrying ? No ; I did not think it was.
5811. I suppose, when you make a report to your superior officer, you go as near the truth as you can get ?
I tell the whole truth. .
5812. So that, if you had any suspicion that it was not sand when you made that report, you would have 
mentioned it ? Certainly.
5813. Would you like to say that this was not the 18th of February ? It was not.
5814. How many times have you been in Quelch’s place? Only once.
5815. When was that? When I went for the canary.
5816. When was it ? It was before the Saturday following.
5817. What day of the week was this that you say you saw him with the sand? The 16th.
5818. I am asking you what day of the week it was ? I only had the date down as the 16th ; but, by 
looking at the almanac—Mr. Head asked me that question—by looking at the almanac I know it was
Tuesday. , . .
5819. I suppose it often happens, or does it happen, that a man leaves a little earlier, possibly, than it is 
intended he shall, and he is booked up to a certain hour, when, as a fact, he has not been on duty all that 
time ? I do not think so. It would be a very lax way of doing things.
5820. Do you remember a man named Connors being charged with, being drunk and disorderly, in Raglan- 
street, Alexandria ? Yes : I think I do. John Connors, I think, it was.
5821. John Connors ? Some name like that.
5822. Do you remember when that was ? No.
5823. Do you remember that was on the 10th of August last year ? I can remember the time I locked him 
up was some time before the public-houses close.
5824. Some time before 11 o’clock ?' Yes.
5825. Now, you would have to attend at Court the next morning ; would you not ? Yes.
5826. Do you remember, as a fact, what your time of duty was during that night? No; under ordinary
circumstances, I should have gone off at 5 ; but sometimes we are not allowed to go off when there are too 
many men going off. ■
5827. Do you remember whether you did go off a little earlier ? No ; I have not the slightest recollection. 
I only remember Connors’ name because he is a bad larrikin.
5828. Was Quelch your senior on that relief, do you remember ? I do not remember.
5829. You do not remember whether, as a fact, you did leave earlier than you should have left that morning 
whilst you were booked up to 6 o’clock ? No.
5830. I suppose if you went off a little earlier you would still report yourself at 6, would you not? You 
would either go off at 5 and have your hour’s allowance or else you would go off at 6.
5831. Do you remember when it was you had the conversation with Robinson? I do not remember.
5832. Did you jot that down ? No.
5833. That would be rather an important circumstance? I can tell you when the first conversation that I
ever had about it was, after Mr. Dacey’s speech ,
5834. I am simply asking you if you have a recollection of when it was that you had the conversation with 
Robinson ? I have a recollection of about the time.
5835. Can you tell me what month it was in ? It was after this affair cropped up.
5836. After Mr. Dacey had spoken in the House ? Yes. . .
5837. And after the Truth newspaper articles, I suppose? Yes ; I suppose so.
5838. Was it after Mr. Dacey had had a conversation with you on your beat ? No; it was not. Mr. 
Dacey never spoke to me until weeks and weeks afterwards.

‘ 5839. You cannot remember the date you had a conversation with Robinson. Tell me the first time you
had a conversation with Dacey ? I have no recollection ; but it was weeks and weeks afterwards.
5840. You have a recollection, if you will try. Fix the time when you say you first had a conversation 
with Dacey about this bag of sand ? I was off duty for about a fortnight with an injured heel, and I 
suppose it would be about four or five weeks afterwards.
5841. Can you say when it was when you first had a conversation with Mr. Dacey? About six weeks ago, 
I should say.
5842. Was that in September or October? Either at the end of September or the beginning of October.
5843. Do you remember that it was on the 23rd of August that you had a conversation with Robinson ? 
It might be about that time. I believe it would be about that time. He was in company with Constable 
McSweeny, in Regent-street, and I was passing, and he sang out something to me about it. He said, “Oh, 
you saw Quelch carrying a bag, didn’t you ? ” I told him to mind his own business, or something to that 
effect.
5844. Do you remember that it was on the 15 th of September that Dacey spoke to you on your beat, at 9 
o’clock at night ? I do not remember the date.
5845. Do you remember his being with you on your beat one night at 9 o’clock ? Yes.
5846. Where was that? At the corner of Redfern-street and Regent-street.
5847. Was not that after you had had a conversation with Robinson—long after ? It would not be long
after. .
5848. His Worship.] After, at any rate ? Yes ; I had a conversation with Robinson two or three days
after that again, and he called to me, and warned me to go down to Mr. Read’s office. He said, “ Who told 
Mr. Dacey ? ” and I said, “ Who told you ? ” I said, “ You asked me about it the other day, and I said to 
you to mind your own business.” He said he did not. I said, “Probably the same person who told you 
told Mr. Dacey.” 5849.
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KQKrt' M,r\ l .^r°u ^lave been, as a fact, punished occasionally for neglect of duty % Yes. Constable
F-QK, y n<^ . r being drunk ? Yes. I have had a clean sheet now for over two years. Edmund Hill.

I notice the last is the 11th of September, 1895 ; that was for being under the influence of drink ,'7T' 
on duty? Yes. 10Nov., 1897.
5852. Mr. Abigail.] You have taken the pledge and kept it ever since ? Yes.
5853. Mr. Bull] Is that so ? Yes.

v0W t°no since you took the pledge? I can tell you. It was very shortly after-----
• ou see that is a circumstance in your life, having been used to taking a nip, that would impress 

UWL-^°Ur recobec*'i°n • I* was in January two years ago. I left it off when I was reported.
. Whilst you were punished in September you really did not take the pledge until the following 

January, four months afterwards ? I left off drinking, but I signed the pledge in January.
0857. And you have kept it ever since ? Yes.
5858. But I suppose you will admit that you were fined for being drunk more than once? I was not fined 
tor being drunk that time.
kqco" r 6 exPiana'i'ion.is that you took too much ? I was sent out on a beat —. \Interrupted.]

0. 1 suppose you will admit that you were fined £3 for being drunk on duty ? Yes. He said it was for
not coming into the station after I was told.
5861. And besides being drunk on duty three times, you were found in hotels when you were on duty? I
do not think so. J J .
5862. Have you any reason to question the report of the Superintendent’s office ? Not the slightest. I

w COminS ouk an hotel after hours. I was not on duty at the time, 
r 17th May’ 1889, were you filled 20s- for being foimd in an hotel when on duty ? No; I was

ofi duty. I was m plain clothes. I did not have to go on duty until 6 o’clock the following night. That
brlday nlght, and it was 6 o’clock on Saturday before I had to go on duty again.

5864. Ho you say you were not fined 20s. for being in an hotel after hours? It was after 11 o’clock, and I 
was not on duty.
5865. Do you remember this circumstance : do you remember being asked for, or giving Mr. Lawless a
report about these circumstances that you have been speaking of ? Yes. ‘
5866. Do you remember omitting any date at all from the report, and Mr. Lawless questioning you with 
regard to that ? No. Mr. Read asked me down there. He thought I had omitted a date, but when he
came o ook at the report he found the date was not omitted. Mr. Lawless never spoke to me about it at all.
fiQGQ- mu'asti complaint in September, it was Senior-constable Hogg who reported you? Yes.

. 1ms is the official entry, I may tell you, of that complaint: “ Being under the influence of liquor 
when on duty at 8-45 a.m.; also, insolence and disobedience of orders at 9 a.m.” Now that is the official 
entry against you, and you were fined 20s. ? I can explain that. That was about the only case that I was 

■ ever unjustly treated in.
5869. Bo you deny, as a matter of veracity, that you were charged with being drunk three times when on 
Kavn 6 second I'™6 I was charged with being under the influence of drink, not drunk.
,, ■ •,C°iUrS-e 18 an°Iber way of putting it? If they can just see signs of drink on a man, or fancy
they see it, he is reported. I remember hearing a report, five years ago, being read out to me, “Charged 
with being under the influence of drink.” I did not look at the report; but I remember that was the 
reading perfectly well, and I know on that occasion Serjeant Yane said to me, “Don’t admit being drunk ;
1 do not think you were drunk, and I will tell Mr. Lawless so.”
5871. I notice a peculiar distinction between two charges following one another : “ May 27th, drunk when 
on duty, Serjeant Bradwell’s report; and the next, “ Being under the influence of liquor when on dutv,” 
Senior-constable Bourke’s report ? Yes. J

Notwithstanding the black list upon which you have been industriously cross-examined 
by Mr. Bull, you are still considered by no less an authority, than Superintendent Read to be a good enough 
man to be a policeman ? I believe so. . o o
5873. And to be a good enough man to give evidence in cases where you are officially prosecuting ? I believe 

d bave no reason to doubt otherwise. I know all my officers will give me a good character for 
efficiency, every one of them. They have told me so.
o874.^ Had you any reason to doubt that it was sand? You were going to give a reason, and Mr. Bull did .
not give you a chance. Now give it in answer to me ? I never had the slightest reason to doubt that it 
was anything but sand until after I had been to Mr. Read’s office, until the first time I spoke to Henry 
Bath m the matter. 1 1
5875. Henry Bath is the man, is he not, who told you he saw Quelch coming from Boundary-street through 
Spence s-lane ? He told me he saw a man the same morning that he saw me.
5876. And it was the same man he saw you speaking to ? He did not know it was I speaking to him at the
time. °
5877. At any rate, he is the man who says he saw somebody pass Boundary-street from Spence’s-lane. Yes,
he saw the man come down. Spence’s-lane from the direction up behind Pogson’s shop, behind his hay and 
coin^store, where he puts his horses in every morning directly after 4 ; and when he came down to Botany . '

5878. Mr. Bull.] I object to this hearsay evidence.
Witness : That was the only reason—he told me he came in entirely a different direction to what I 

had been told.
fiaan v*' From what you have since been told by Bath you have a doubt ? Yes.
5880. You were perfectly satisfied at the time to believe your senior-constable’s word that it was sand ?
Yes, I believed so.
^aao T^n<^ y°iU cri*'i°aby feel to see whether it was sand or sugar ? I did not have any suspicion.
0882. It you had had any suspicion you would in all probability have felt to satisfy your mind whether it 
uaa1?53'1^ or ®uoar • . Yes, and I would certainly have called Constable Whitehair across.
5883. But the question of suspecting your senior-constable at that time did not enter your mind ? No, I 
never spoke to Bath until after I had been to the Superintendent’s office.

84. And you know it is a very dangerous thing to make a complaint against your senior officer unless 
you have corroborative evidence? Unless you have good grounds.

*2—X
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Constable 5885. Do you not know that when a senior-constable reports a constable, the constable is never acquitted of 
Edmund Hill. charge, or very seldom 1 It is a matter of discipline that the senior-constable’s word must be taken.
'fTA jT'_ 5886. Mr. Sull.] I object to this. . . .

ov'’ ' 5887. Mis TFors/iip.] It simply comes to this: that when a subordinate officer charges his superior he simply 
takes the risk of proving his charge.
5888. Mr. Abigail.] Hogg was a senior-constable 1 No. _
5889. He was not attached to the Redfern Division when he made this complaint about you 1 No.
5890. But is it a fact that throughout the service a senior-constable from another district is always on duty 
so far as the constables are concerned ? Yes.
5891. And he reported you for being drunk ? Yes.
5892. And you retaliated by calling one or two of the inhabitants on the way up to prove that you were sober f 
When he first made the charge against me he said, “ Come into the station with me.” I said, “ What fori
5893. Mr. Bull.] I object to this.
5894. Mr. Abigail.] You were reported for being drunk 1 Yes.
5895. You went off to the station with this man1? No. _ _
5896. He wanted you to go up with him; instead of going up directly with this Senior-constable Hogg to
answer his complaint at the Redfern Station you spoke to one or two of the residents 1 I appealed to one of 
the men standing at his shop door step at the time. I said, “ This is a Sydney man. He is reporting me for 
being drunk. I want you to take notice of me as he says I am drunk, and he will say I have sobered up 
in going to the station.” Immediately afterwards I met Senior-constable Bourke. I told him what had 
happened. He said, “ I cannot see anything wrong with you.” _ _
5897. Mis Worship.] What was the result? I was fined 20s. Mr. Read did not intend to deal with me
in the matter of drink, although it is entered against me. _ _ ■
5898. Mr. Abigail.] As a matter of fact, this man, Hogg, when he got you to the station, did not make a
charge of drunkenness, but altered the charge to one of insubordination for not going to the station, 
immediately ? Serjeant Houlahan said he never said one word about my having used insolent language 
until he found I was not drunk. I also got a doctor’s certificate, and he said he could not even detect drink, 
upon me. _
5899. His Worship.] Yet you .were fined 20s. for being drunk ? For insubordination. .
5900. Mr. Abigail.] You keep canaries, don’t you? The first one I had was the one Senior-constable Quelch 
gave me.
5901. Do you not know that you can buy 28 lb. of shell sand for a shilling? Yes. I have never bought
any, but believe so. _ .
5902. And that shell-sand is the sand ordinarily kept for canaries to peck at? I believe shell-sand is good
for them. _ _
5903. Did Quelch say why the sand was put in two bags ? No, he did not say why it was put in two bags.!
He said he put them in the big bag to carry them. _
5904. Did he say to whom the two little bags belonged ? He said the man on the railway filled them up, 
and he put them in the big bag to carry them easily.
5905. Do you remember the “ Myall House” case? Yes.
5906. Were you shown the chaff bag in the “Myall House” case? No. '

Constable F. 
Whitehair.

His
Constable Frederick Whitehair was called and sworn :— ' 

Worship.] What is your name ? Frederick Whitehair.5907. ... .
5908. You are a constable stationed where ? Police constable, stationed at Redfern.
5909. Mr. Abigail.] Do you remember the 16th February last? Yes.

10 Nov., 1897. 59io. Were you on duty at Botany Road that night? Yes. ■
5911. Between the hours of 4 and 5 ? Botany Road is a continuation of Regent street; yes on that road,
Regent-street.
5912.
5913.
5914.
5915.
5916.
5917.
5918.

On that morning.Did you see the last witness, Constable Hill, on that night ?
And have a chat with him across the road ? Yes. _
Did you see a man come out from the vacant allotment behind where Hill was standing ? Yes.
Did you hear any conversation between that man and Hill ? No, I did not.
Do you know who it was? No, I have no idea who it was.
Did you see this man put something off his back ? Yes, I saw him put something on the footway. 
Did you see Hill afterwards help this man over with this something ? No, I did not see that. I hey 

were in conversation and I left. .
5919. Did you see Quelch that night in uniform prior to 4 o’clock? At 3 o’clock.
5920. He was in charge of your relief ? Yes. .
5921. Did you see Quelch again in uniform between 5 and 6 ? Yes, prior to 6 o’clock.
5922. Was he supposed to be on duty from 12 till 6—from 12 midnight on the 15th to 6 o clock-on the 
morning of the 16th ? Yes, he was on.
5923. He took the men in that morning? Yes. Senior-constable Quelch did. .
5924. That would be at 6 o’clock ? Yes, about 6 o’clock.
5925. That would be the men who had been on duty from 12 to 6 would be taken m
discharged ? Yes. .

at 6 and formally

Henry Bath. 5926.
5927.

10 Nov., 1897. 5928.
5929.
5930.
5931. 
Yes.
5932.
5933.

Henry Bath, -carter for Messrs.. Jones & Co., Regent-street, Redfern, was called and sworn : .
His Worship.] What is your name? Henry Bath.
What are you ? Carter.
Employed where ? Jones & "Co.
Produce store ? Yes.
Mr. Abigail.] That is in Botany Road or Regent-street? Boundary and Regent Streets, Redfern. 
You are employed by Jones, who has his store at the corner of Boundary and Regent Streets, Redfern ?

Mr. Bull.'] Which is Boundary-street ? It is off Regent-street.
Near what street ? It runs right up to Wyndham-street, and across Wyndham-street. 5934.
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5934. Mr. Abigail^ It is the boundary between Alexandria and Eedfern? Yes. • Henry Bath.
5935. Do you remember February last, the 16th of the month 1 Yes.
5936. You have to get up pretty early? Yes, we have a stall in the markets, and three mornings in the? 10 Nov.,1897,- 
week we have to get up early, that is Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.
5937. Is that why you knew this to be Tuesday ? Yes.
5938. Did you see somebody coming down Spence’s-lane that morning between land half-past? Yes, it 
must have been a little after 4. We have side-doors at our store. We stable our horses at the back of the 
store, and I opened the side doors to let my horse out, and as I opened the doors I saw a party come out of 
■Spence’s-lane.
5939. Ilis Worship.] One person? Yes.
5940. Mr. Abigail.~\ He crossed Boundary street ? Yes, and went through the back of our store. There 
is a right-of-way that leads off into Margaret-street, I believe. He then crossed Boundary-street.
5941. And up Spence’s-lane, and then through this right-of-way? Yes.
5942. That would be through that vacant lot 1 Yes, through the vacant allotment.
5943. He would get then on to Botany Road ? Yes, or Regent-street. Of course, I did not see him go 
jnto Botany Road.
5944. You did not see him cross the vacant allotment into Regent-street ? Yes.
£5945. You saw him go into the vacant land? No. He came out of Spence’s lane, across Boundary-street, 
into—I could not say what is the name of the other place.
5946. That is still Spence’s-lane ? Then I closed the side doors; of course, I had let my horse out in the 
meantime. I had to close my doors on the inside, and walk down from the store ; and, as I came out of 
the front door, I saw a policeman pass on the opposite side. I remarked to myself at the time that I thought 
it was suspicious. Then I went to the next yard, and put my horse in the van, and as I came out I heard 
two persons talking across the road, and I backed my van into the gutter in front of the store, and we 
usually ask for the things to take to the markets, such as potatoes and onions, and after a few minutes 
I saw two persons cross the road, one carrying a bag.
5947. How was the person dressed ? In black, with a sort of soft felt hat on.
5948. Did you see what sort of a thing he had on him? No, I only saw the dark clothes.
5949. Was it a big bag ? It was a chaff bag.
5950. Did it appear to be full ? No, about half-full.
5951. That was all you saw? Yes. In the meantime, about a minute or two afterwards, the night- 
watchman passed, Brewin, and I asked him —. [Interrui>ted.'\
5952. You had some conversation with Brewin about what you had seen ? Yes, I mentioned the fact to 
him, and as I was talking to Brewin Constable Hill passed. Of course, after Brewin left me, he went on 
down the Botany Road, the same way as Hill.
5953. Then you had a conversation with some other constable since then ? With Constable Hill.
5954. About this ? Yes. ’
5955. Mr. BulU\ When do you say Constable Hill spoke to you about anything that had happened or that 
you had seen ? I could not fix the date.
5956. Give us some idea ? It may be three weeks or a month ago.
5957. It is not more than five or six weeks ago ? No, I should hardly think so.
5958. You say you go to the markets on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays ? Yes.
5959. My friend gave you a date straight off—-the 16th. Why do you fix the 16th ? 1 did not fix upon
any date.
5960. You would not like to swear that what you say you saw was on the 16th of the month ? No. '
5961. But it was on one of the mornings that you go early to your work ? Yes.
5962. And in the month of February ? Yes. '
5963. And, in fact, every month. It is not a question of February? Yes.
5964. All the year round ? Yes.
5965. They are the market mornings ? Yes. ’
5966. Which markets ? Belmore Markets.
5967. Do you remember what sort of a morning this was ? It was no different to any other morning.
5968. I mean with regard to the light? It was dark.
5969. His Worship.'] Would he be coming from the direction of the railway? I could not say what
direction.
5970. Mr. Bull.] You know Margaret-street; don’t you? Yes.
5971. That would take you down to the railway fence ? Yes. ’
5972. Boundary-street would take you down to the railway fence ? Yes.
5973. Do you know Chapple-lane ? Yes.
5974. That will take you to the railway fence ? Do you mean Chapple-lane the other side of Boundary- 
street ?
5975. Yes? Yes; there is a right-of-way there
5976. Do you know that that is called Chapple-lane ? I did not know that.
5977. I may tell you that it is. Will that take you to the railway ? Yes ; take you right down into 
Garden-street.
5978. Mr. Abigail.] Chapple-lane is near the back of Pogson’s store? Yes.
5979. Mr. Bull!] Do you know Chapple-lane particularly ? Yes: Ido.
5980. I mentioned that as one of the ways by which you could reach the railway ? Yes ; you can reach 
the railway that way.
5981. Do you know these premises of Pogson’s that we hear so much about ? Yes.
5982. Do you know the rear of these premises ? Yes.
5983. How can they be approached at the rear? From three different ways, from Raglan-street, from a
vacant allotment, and they can be approached from Wyndham-street, through McNamee’s-lane, and they ’
can be approached through Spence’s-lane.
5984. How do you get into the premises at the rear of Pogson’s ? I could not say. I know at the next 
premises there are two large double doors.
5985. Do you know how the place is fenced ? There seems to be a sort of shed at the back.
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Henry Bath. 5986. Are there any gates, or anything of the sort, giving entrance into Pogson’s from the rear, that you 
n know of ? I do not know of any. _

10 Nov., 1897. 5987. Mr. Abigail^ You have been asked about how many ways there are by which you can approach the 
railway. Do you know where Quelch lives 1 No. _
5988. He lives in George-street, near the public school. If you wanted to get the quickest way to the 
bottom of Margaret-street, would you think of going right round here, up into Spence’s-lane, and round 
that way 1 It would be rather a roundabout way.
5989. But if you wanted to get to Margaret-street from where Quelch lives, you would get, into Botany
Road, and round here, and up that part of Spence’s-lane which runs into Margaret-street which is altogether 
in a different direction to Pogson’s shop, and right round to the end of Margaret-street, where the railway 
premises are ? Yes. _ _ . . .
5990. The railway premises run right along here, through the municipalities of Redfern and Alexandria !
Yes. •
5991. So that if Quelch wanted to get sand at Margaret-street, and assuming it was Quelch you saw, he
would be going the longest way round 1 Yes ; he would be taking a long way. He would have to go into 
Garden-street and down Chapple-lane, and get into Spence’s-lane and out again, and cross Boundary-street, 
and cross that vacant allotment, and then into Regent-street. j j j
5992. He would be doing what lost men are accused of doing, walking right round and round, and round,
not knowing where he was ? Yes. ...
5993. Mr. Abigail.] I am instructed to inform your Worship that this red line is drawn to show the route 
taken by you in your inspection on Monday last. [Exhibit No. 31.]
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Constable Maurice Fitzgerald was called and sworn :—
Constable M. 5994. His Worsldp.] What is your name 1 Maurice Fitzgerald.

Fitzgerald. 5995. Where are you stationed 1 Redfern Police Station.
—A---- - 5996. Mr. Abigail ] Have you been there long 1 About eleven years and five months.

10 Nov., 1897. 5997, j)0 y0U remember February last! Yes.
5998. Were you on duty in Botany Road 1 On Regent-street.
5999. That is the other name for it; did you see two men carrying a bag across the road, one of them a
constable 2 No, sir, I did not. ,
6000. Was a complaint made to you that two men were seen carrying a bag across .
6001. Mr. Bull.] I object to that; I object to what anybody said to him on the street.
6002. Mr. Abigail.] It is a complaint made to him as a police officer.
6003. Mr. Buil.'\ I object to any conversation he had with anybody else.
6004. His Worship.] Was any complaint made to you ? By Constable Whitehair.
6005. Mr. Abigail.] Now, what was the complaint! Between 4 and 6 in the morning, about the 
middle of last February I met Constable Whitehair in Regent-street. He said, “There has been a burglary 
upon your beat; Jones’ man said he saw a man carrying a bag.”
6006. Mr. Bull.] Now, I object to this. Now, it is hearsay evidence.
6007. Mr. Abigail] My friend has put in statements that Pogson’s store was found open right back to 1892.
6008. Mr. Bull.] They are official reports.
6009. Mr. Abigail] This is an official report too.
6010. His Worship.] We cannot have that. •
6011. Mr. Abigail] Did you see Quelch ? I saw Senior-constable Quelch on the opposite side of the street.
6012. At what time ! Just as Constable Whitehair had told me this. ,
6013. What time was this! I made no note of it, but it was between 4 and 6 in the morning.
6014. What did you do! I approached the senior-constable and I merely reported to him what Constable 
Whitehair had told me, and Senior-constable Quelch replied, “ He knows about that.
6015. Who knew ! I inferred Constable Whitehair.
6016. His Worship.] Was any report made at the station about it!
6017. Mr. Bull] Did you make any report ? I merely reported it to the senior-constable. In these cases 
1 always report the matter to the senior-constable or serjeant on duty.
6018. Mr. Abigail] Quelch was your senior-constable that night! Yes.
6019. And you did your duty by reporting to him ? Yes.
6020. And if it should have been entered it was his duty to enter it in the books 2 Yes.
6021. His Worship.] Was Quelch on duty that night! Yes.
6022. It was part of his round 1 Yes.
6023. Mr. Abigail] Is it a fact that Quelch was the officer in charge of the men that night 2 He was on
duty when I reported that matter. -
6024. He was in charge of the relief! Yes. , '
6025. He discharged you at 6 o’clock 2 I have not a distinct recollection of it. What I can say is that I
reported it to Mr. Quelch. . • ^ vi o ti- •
6026. Is it not a fact that you do night duty once in six months under the same senior-constable l it is
altered now. 3 t o -v
6027. His Worship.] At the time Quelch was seen carrying the bag, he was supposed to be on duty ; Yes.
6028. If he were seen at the hour stated by Hill, ought he then to have been on duty ! Yes.
6029. Mr. Bull] What date do you say this was! I made no entry of the date of the occurrence. All I
remember distinctly is that it was about the middle of last February. _
6030. You cannot say whether it was the 16th or 18th of February 2 I cannot say positively.
6031. You cannot say what date it was 2 No. The nearest lean recollect is that it was the middle of 
last February.
6032. You and Whitehair and Hill were on pretty well the same beats all that month ? Pretty well.
6033. How many times would you meet Whitehair as a matter of actual duty before 6 o clock supposing 
you were both doing your rounds! About twenty minutes or so past 4 would be the regular hour, and 
then from that time about ten minutes to 6.
6034. That would be twice 2 Yes. 6035.
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6035. You know what is called the Bank corner, the corner of Redfern and Regent Streets ? Yes. Constable M.
6036. Were you doing duty on that beat that night 2 Yes. .Fitzgerald.
6037. Was that a portion of your beat 2 Yes.
6038. Now, speaking of Hill, what time should Hill be at that corner after 3 o’clock that morning, working Not., 1897. 
seven and eight beats? About half-past 4 would be the regular hour, and a few minutes to 6 o’clock coming
off duty. '
6039. He reports at that point 1 If the non-commissioned officer meets him at that point, otherwise not.
6040. If there is nobody there to report to he does not report 1 No.
6041. But he would in the ordinary course of his duty on that beat meet the other officer 2 Yes.
6042. Mr Abigail.] You know where Quelch lives? Yes.
6043. You know the sandhill, Hudson’s sandhill ? There is one at the back of Hudson’s house, I believe, 
between Mr. Hudson’s house and Pitt-street.
6044. During the day-time carts are carting the sand away ? Sometimes they are.
6045. There is no gate up, is there? I believe a gate has been erected there.
6046. Recently, has it not ? Yes.
6047. In February last there was no gate there? I cannot say positively.
6048. Mr. Hull.] Speaking of this sand, this is private property enclosed? I do not know who the property 
belongs to.
6049. Do you not know that the whole thing is enclosed by a fence, and barbed wire, and locked up with 
gates ? At the present time there is a fence around it, and a gate.
6050. Has it not been so for some years—two years, certainly ? I cannot really state the time.
6051. Do not you know that Hudson has stored that sand, and uses that particular sand from there in the 
carrying out of his own buildings. He is a contractor, is not he ? He is a contractor.
6052. Would you like to say that any sand has been taken out of that‘place since Wright’s Terrace was 
built by Mr. George Hudson ? I cannot say.
6053. Mr. Abigail.] I can say that, for I saw a cartload taken out on the afternoon when I was out there.
6054. Mr. Bull.] I am speaking of the place being open and people carting sand out. Would you say that 
that has taken place during the last two years ? I believe it has; sand has been taken out, but I do not 
know by whom.
6055. When people are not drawing sand out of the place is it not safely locked up ? I believe it is.
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First-class Constable James Christison was called and sworn :—
6056. His Worship.] What is your name? James Christison.
6057. And what are you ? Constable, stationed at Redfern. '
6058. Mr. Abigail] How long have you been in the service ? Eleven years now.
6059. How long have you been at Redfern ? All the time.
6060. I see you have a stripe, what is that for 2 First-class constable.
6061. Do you remember one morning in February ? I do.
6062. You heard something? I did.
6063. You got a complaint from whom? From Special-constable Brewin.
6064. And did you see Quelch about the complaint? I did not speak to him, but I was going to. I saw 
him about three minutes to 6 in the morning.
6065. Was he in uniform ? He was.
6066. Was that the same morning that Brewin had told you about this 2 The same morning.
6067. You cannot recollect the exact date ? It was tlie middle of the month of February.
6068. Did you go up to Quelch and speak to him ? I was just about to when Constable Whitehair told me 
it was all right.
6069. And you did not speak to Quelch 2 I did not.
6070. Did you make a note of the date 2 I did not.
6071.. Do you know that it was between the 13th and the 20th of the month ? I do. I know it was about 
the middle of the month.
6072. Now tell his Worship why you know it? Because he was the only senior-constable out at the time 
after 3 o’clock.
6073. That is out on duty ? Yes.
6074. Is there any other reason ? Well, for one reason, because I have been reported.
6075. You were reported by him on the 13th ? I was. "
6076. And the report was to be heard on the 20th ? It was.
6077. And was it during that week that this alleged occurrence took place? It was.
6078. What was the result of this report against you 2 For meeting another constable and gossiping with 
him for about five minutes, and walking along the middle of the street.
6079. That was what Quelch complained about ? It was.
6080. What was done with yon! T was reduced for one week for that.
6081. Mr. Bull] You do not seem to have the kindliest feeling towards Quelch? I never had any other 
feeling but kindness until that occasion.
6082. He reported you on a third occasion didn’t he ? He did; yes.
6083. On one occasion you wei’e severely reprimanded ? I was not severely reprimanded ; I was told to go.
6084. Let me tell you I have the official report here signed by the Superintendent. You have been reported
by other officers for being in public-houses when on duty, and for neglect of duty ? I have. ■

■ 6085. On this very occasion when Quelch reported you, did not he report you not only for gossiping but 
for drinking beer with your comrade on the beat? He reported me for being seen near a bottle of beer.
6086. Did not he produce a bottle of beer which had been found near where you were, and which the other 
constable actually put down after you had each had your drink? No.
6087. At any rate, that complaint was investigated by the Superintendent ? It was.
6088. You made your explanation 2 Yes.
6089. Did the other officer make his 2 He did.
6090. Who was he 2 Constable Begg.

First-class 
Constable J. 
Christison.

10 Nov., 1897.

6091.
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6091. Notwithstanding you each made your statements, and put your own complexion on what you had to 
say, you were punished ? We were.
6092. As a fact you were suspended, were you not 1 We were not. _
6093. Well, then, I notice the whole three have relation to liquor 1 I know nothing about the liquor.
6094. In this very year, 1897, 12th January. “Being in a public-house when on duty.” You were 
severely reprimanded 1 I did not hear those words used.
6095. Have you any reason to suppose ? I know I was reported.
6096. February 13th, “Idling and gossiping with Constable Begg when on duty from a quarter past 12 to
twenty-five past 12 ; suspended from rank for a week” ? That is the one I refer to. •
6097. “ Being in a public-house when on duty.” You were again suspended from rank for a week ? Yes.
6098. Do you mean to tell the Commissioner that you have a kindly feeling towards Quelch because he did 
his duty in that respect 1 I have no bitter feeling against the man.
6099. When did you first hear of any insinuation or charge against Quelch of having stolen sugar from 
Pogson’s store? I could not tell you. It must have been after the case about the sand. I never heard 
anything until then.
6100. In fact it is only within the last month or six weeks? That’s all.
6101. So that the date you fix is between the 12th and the 20th? It was about the middle of the month 
I should say.
6102. Jfr. Abigail.] It is most peculiar that every witness that I have put in the box who has a list against 
him has had the list yanked out without any trouble at all, clearly showing that the evidence of every 
witness I have called has been anticipated by Quelch, and he has been prepared with a black list against 
him. (I'o the witness): Notwithstanding this black list, your Superintendent has thought that you were 
good enough to be not only a constable but a first-class constable ? Yes.
6103. And you are still allowed to do duty, and are continued in the Force? Yes.
6104. That fact speaks for itself. Now, as a matter of fact, in these complaints that have been made against 
you by Quelch—have either of you been put upon your oath about them? No.
6105. Merely a verbal explanation was made ? Yes.
6106. The subordinates are always handicapped by the fact that the complainant is the senior-constable? Yes.
6107. As a matter of fact you requested the Superintendent to put you and Quelch on oath ? Yes, both I 
and the other constable were not allowed that protection.
6108. You were silenced and practically told to leave the room. Being obedient you left.
6109. His Worshii)-] When you first heard of Quelch being seen carrying a bag of sand did you think there 
was any other charge against him, except the fact of being in plain clothes, when he should have been in 
uniform on duty? When I first heard this complaint against Quelch the party did not know it was Quelch 
that was carrying it.
6110. Did you hear any insinuation then that this was sugar that he was carrying? Not at that time.
6111. Mr. Bull.] You have been eleven years, in the Force ? I have.
6112. Where a complaint has been made by an officer against a man under him, have you ever heard of the 
investigation by the Superintendent being on oath ? I never heard of such a thing.
6113. His Worship.] The Superintendent has not power to take evidence on oath.
6114. Mr. Abigail.] The police can be prosecuted in court, and that is the proper place.
6115. Mr. Bull.] That is where some member of the public complains to the Superintendent with regard to 
the misconduct of a police officer. The Superintendent authorises the issue of the summons, and the man 
is prosecuted before a magistrate. I am not speaking of that sort of case at all. You have never heard of 
complaints like this being investigated on oath, have you ? No.
6116. To whom did you detail the circumstances which my friend has so glibly asked you here, that you
were told to walk out, and go about your business. Have you ever told Mr. Dacey that that was the 
course of procedure at this investigation of yours ? I have not. '
6117. Was it the course of procedure? Were you not given an opportunity of making an explanation to
the Superintendent ? Certainly we were, but we asked if it were possible that we could be examined on 
oath. ■
6118.. Did not Begg produce a diary. Did not both of you raise a question as to whether the moon had 
risen or set ? Did not Begg produce a diary ? He did.
6119. So that there was a real investigation into this charge ? Yes.
6120. Was Begg also charged with gossiping ? In company with myself.
6121. He was with you ? Yes. ■
6122. And I suppose he was present at this investigation in the Superintendent’s office? He was.
6123. I suppose you have undergone some such examination several times ; the same course was pursued 
in each one? Yes.
6124. Nothing different ? No.
6125. Mr. Abigail.] You have to be on duty at night time ? Yes.
6126. And the senior-constable can go into the station and boil his billy while you are out in the street;
and the charge is that you and your brother officer were having lunch in the street? Yes, and that is not 
correct. '
6127. Mr. Bull.] Have you ever known an instance where Quelch has boiled his billy in the lock-up when 
you have been outside, and he should have been outside ? I have never seen him do it, but I have been 
told so.
6128. I suppose you know the senior-constables have some advantages over the ordinary constables? They 
have not to work the beats like we have.
6129. His Worship.] Are they supposed to be on duty during certain hours ? Yes. _
6130. Mr. Bull.] When you heard that the senior-constable was seen at a certain hour of the morning • 
carrying a bag, no matter whether it was sand or sugar, what did you think the offence was ? I came to the 
conclusion that the offence was neglect of duty.

Constable
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Constable John McIntosh was recalled :—
6131. Mr. Abigail.~\ Do you remember the 16th February last? I cannot say that I do.
6132. Do you know that there is a good deal of talk about two men being seen carrying a bag across Botany 
Road in February last ? Yes.
6133. Who was your officer during that week ? Would you know from the duty book? Yes.
6134. [The Duty Booh was shown to the ioitness.~\ “Week ending Saturday, 20th February, 1897.” Now, 
do you see Tuesday, the 16th ? Yes.
6135. And you see from Monday the 15th until Saturday the 20th that Senior-constable Quelch was in 
charge of the relief from 12 till 6 a.m., and from 10 to 12 p.m. ? Yes.
6136. The whole of that week ? Yes.
6137. Were you on duty on the 16th? I do not think I would have been. I would have been on the
night shift. '
6138. Then it is not you I want.

Constable. 
J. McIntosh.

10NovtD897.

Senior-constable George Proctor was called and sworn :—■
6139. His Worship.'] What is your name ? George Proctor.
6140. What are you? Senior-constable of Police, stationed at Redfern.
6141. Mr. Abigail.] Just look at this, is this your handwriting? It is.
6142. Do you look at an entry in the Duty Book on Tueisday, 16th February, 1897 ? Yes.
6143. Were you the officer in charge of the station that night and day ? I was.
6144. And the entry you see there, that W. E. Quelch was in charge of the relief from 12 to 6 a.m., is in 
your handwriting? Yes, that is correct.
6145. Did Quelch bring the relief in that morning and discharge them ? I could not positively swear ; I 
do not remember.
6146. It would of necessity follow, would it not, otherwise a note would have been made in that book? He 
should have done. I should have been informed if otherwise.
6147. Would it not have been improper for him to go off duty between 12 and 6 ? I should have been
informed. ■
6148. He should have been on duty between 12 and 6 ? Yes.
6149. Were you informed ? No.
6150. If he had been on any special duty requiring the disguise of a jumper and a slouch hat you would' 
have been informed. I should have been informed.
6151. Were you informed ? No.
6152. Did you have any conversation with Quelch about whether he was on or off duty this morning.
Have you had any conversation since? Not that I am aware of. .
6153. Mr. Bull.] Were you on station duty in the place of Houlahan in February ? Yes.
6154. From the 3rd to the 18th ? I think I went off on the 16th, I finished on the morning of the 16th, 
and then I went on the streets after that.
6155. Then you started night duty on the night of the 17th ? Yes.
6156. Do you remember whether Quelch had any cases at the Court during that fortnight from the 3rd to 
the 16th ? I believe he had.
6157. Do you remember that he had to remain on duty up till 6 notwithstanding that he had those cases 
in the Court ?' He had time due to him.
6158. Could his Court time allowance be taken into consideration until you resumed your duty on the 
streets on the 17th ? It is not usual for it to be done.
6159. Do you know whether Quelch did, after you resumed on the 17th, take any time off in the morning ? 
Yes, he did after I went on.
6160. What do you mean by that? Notwithstanding the fact that he would be booked up till 6 o’clock he
would be off earlier than that ? No, he should be booked off at 4. '
6161. Do you remember an inquest which you had charge of on the 27th. I think it was a charge of 
abortion against somebody ? I remember the charge you refer to, but I could not remember the date.
6162. That was in Pitt-street ? Yes. • '
6163. Do you x’emember what time you left duty that morning to attend the inquest ? Did you not leave
very early in the morning ? Really I cannot remember. • ‘
6164. Try to remember? I cannot remember what duty I was on.
6165. You were on night duty ? I am booked to 6 a.m.
6166. Do you remember the morning of the inquest leaving very much earlier than 6 ? There is no doubt 
I went off on that morning for the inquest, but I cannot swear it.
6167. You have no doubt that you did leave very much earlier than 6 ? I believe I did, but I am not sure.
6168. Are you not booked up for 6 ? Yes.
6169. Is it not a fact that when you have duty during the day, notwithstanding that you are booked up' 
for duty until 6 o’clock, it is invariably the custom to leave somewhat earlier ? It happens occasionally. ’
6170. How many times has it happened to you? I could not remember really, but there is no doubt it*
has happened. '
6171. Suppose that Quelch had cases coming on in the Court to-day at Redfern and he was on duty from
10 till 6, would it not be a customary thing for Quelch to leave before 6 so as to be able to attend his Court 
cases ? It would, providing there were two non-commissioned officers out at night to remain on’ with the 
men. .
6172. You are a non-commissioned officer ? Yes. ... ,
6173. And you went on duty on the 17th? I did.
6174. Who else beside you would be on night duty on the 17th ? Senior-constable Quelch and I. ’
6175. Who else ? I could not tell you, we are the only ones out from 3 till 6 in the morning.
6176. Then you would be there on the 17th and 18th and right through February ? Right through the 
month. '
6177. Then if, as a fact, he had cases, and it would be necessary for him to leave before 6 on the morning ofj 
the 18th, you would be the other officer on duty? I would.

Senior- 
constable 

G. Proctor.

10 Nov., 1897.

6178.
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6178. It was suggested by ray friend a while ago that you, when on patrol duty, get back to the station in 
the early hours of the morning to boil your billies to get a cup of tea on the quiet. You know what I 
mean? Yes, certainly.

10Nov. 1897. 6-^9. Have you ever seen Quelch do that? Have you ever done it yourself ? I do it myself.
6180. Would that be considered neglect of duty ? Well, we have never had any order not to do it. It is 
the usual thing among the men.
6181. I suppose so much notice is not taken of your boiling a billy of tea in the lock-up as going to one of 
the hotels and having a nip. That certainly is not allowed ? Well, we never had any order not to do it.
6182. And you know that it is occasionally done ? Yes.
6183. Mr. Abigail.1^ I do not see why it should not continue.
6184. Mr. Bull.] You say no doubt it has happened that when you or any non-commissioned officers have 
duty at the courts, it is the habit to leave somewhat earlier. I suppose you go to bed then ? Yes.
6185. So that really whilst you are supposed to be on duty occasionally you are asleep 1 Well, we should 
not go off without informing the station-serjeant, so that he can mark the book to that effect.
6186. Does not the station-serjeant usually go to bed at 3 himself? Yes.
6187. Well, you could hardly report to him between 3 and 6 o’clock. Who would you report to? The 
serjeant is generally up in the morning ; he is generally up to see the men in.
6188. Take this instance : Do you remember whether you ever reported to anybody the fact that you left 
off? Were you not booked up to 6 o’clock, and is not that the entry in the book itself? I do not remember.
6189. I suppose it would not be considered a very great breach of duty if you did not? I should think it 
would. There is no doubt there is a mistake in the entry in the book. There is no doubt the serjeant 
knew.
6190. I may tell you that all those red ink entries there \Exhibit No. 33] are instances where the time is 
entered up and the officers have not performed that duty, Swan, Edwards, Harrison, Hill, Quelch, Walker, 
Proctor, Walker, Quelch. These are extracts from book No. 31 ? There are occasions when the books are 
entered up in the night before 3 o’clock in the morning. Well, it is possible that a constable after 3 o’clock 
may arrest somebody, and of course he would go off, and the time would not be looked to, and the alteration 
might not be made in the morning.
6191. Mr. Abigail.] Is it the habit for a constable to go off, say for an hour, to take off part of his uniform, 
to put on a jumper and a slouch hat and walk a quarter of a mile away from the police station off his beat 
and to carry something to his own home and then to resume duty with his uniform on ? No constable 
should do that.
6192. And if he did would not that be considered so gross a dereliction of duty that in all probability he 
would be dismissed the Force ? I do not know what the result would be, but he should certainly be 
reported for it.
6193. Suppose a constable had a case on in the Court this morning at 10 a.m., and he was on duty from 
3 to 6 this morning, do I understand you to say that it has been done although it is unusual, for that 
constable to get off a little after 3 and go to sleep so as to be prepared for his case at 10 a.m. ? He should 
by rights have his time allowed him.
6194. That is he ought to apply to the senior-constable in charge? Certainly.
6195. But you have never heard of an instance where a constable got off for an hour between 4 and 6 a.m., 
got off duty and came back again within the hour ? No, I have never heard of such a thing.
6196. And if he did you would esteem it your duty to report it ? I should certainly bring it under the 
notice of somebody.
6197. Because you yourself would esteem that a peculiar thing to do? It is a thing I never heard of before.
6198. And it would call for immediate explanation? I suppose so.
6199. Mr. Bull.] Supposing the constable was allowed to leave duty by his senior officer at 4, or half-past 4 ? 
That is the course they generally pursue.
6200. Then would he not as a matter of fact have to come in with his relief at 6 o’clock 2 I never heard 
of such a thing.
6201. His Worship.] You never heard of that ? No.
6202. Mr. Bull.] Do you know Constable Swan ? I do.
6203. There is an entry here on the 7th January, 1894? Yes.
6204. I see an entry here, “Beats four and six, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.” There must be some special reason for 
his being left off from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
6205. Mr Abigail.] That is the week ending 3rd January, 1894.
6206. His Worship.] Have you any entry referring to this particular matter of the 16th February, 1897 ?
6207. Mr. Bull.] I do not know of any. I am asking this to show that there is an irregularity. I see it 
says, “Beats four and six, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.” The usual practice would be to go on from 6 to 10? In all 
probability, the constable had some overtime due to him where he had done some work on a previous case. 
He may have been doing some special duty or duty on the streets, making a special inquiry.
6208. And that would be in the nature of an allowance ? Yes.
6209. Would not there be some mention of that? Sometimes they do, and sometimes they do not; but 
that may account for that four hours.

[The Commission then adjourned for Luncheon.]
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constable 

G. Proctor.

The Commission resumed at 2-5 p.m.,
Senior-constable John Ingram was recalled :—

Senior- 6210. Mr. Abigail.] You have been a senior-constable for some years ? Nearly ten years, 
constable 6211. Would it be necessary for a senior-constable, who was in charge of the relief from 12 midnight to 6 

John Ingram, the following morning to ask the leave of the officer in charge of the station before he could go off duty ? 
'A~—-s Undoubtedly.

10Nov., 1897. 6212. And if that were done would it of necessity be marked in the Duty Book ? I presume so, I certainly 
would not leave out that.
6213. Have you ever known an instance of an officer getting off without asking ? No.

6214.
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6214.+. _.ii^.aVe y6u®Jer an iastance a senior-constable who is the only senior-constable in charge of ' ^enior-
on lntl ? K 8t S °f daty ’B?thout Permission, say between 4 and 5, just for an hour, and going back , ^stable 
on duty f JNo, 1 never knew such a thino*. > & & John Ingram.
^nn'd^'vfrnrnT®; a a.case° say> to be heard ^ the Court at 10 o’clock this morning, and he 10X^1897

him to attend the “g.lfc,to 6 thls mornmg, would he be allowed off in order to get sleep and to enable ” "
him to attend the Court without special permission 1 No, certainly not.
tor one hourb^we^i’^d^ Ca-S6 ^atte“d to> is ifc even remotely probable that he would be allowed ofF 
other consiLbk rSke h“ Ur ™ n° ^ ^ ^ Pl'‘“ ’ " lh“"
6l17. Would he be allowed off for one hour between 4 and 5 ? No, I never knew an instance of that.

Yes.

stock without attracting your

; that lane, do you remember that

Mr. Biron Pogson, Grocer, Redfern, was recalled :—
«o!q‘ v'' Ahi3ail-] You are carrying on business at Botany Road '? Yes.
no™ J°U,ar? a retail 8rocer> but y°u have a very large stock at times ?
6220. Stacked right up the ceiling ? Yes.
6221. Especially a large stock of sugar 2 Yes.
6222 CouM two or three 70-lb. bags of sugar be taken away from your 
attention ? Well, certainly it could.
noof’ i j™! °ccasi°ns 1 suPPose eight or ten could be taken without your knowing 2 Yes.
drawn to'it ^ aWay “ & night witbout your knowing 2 Without my attention was specially

th^baclTrom6^,1* yrr f°? tllerf,1n’ai'ked “A” °n the Plan- 1 want y0'1 t0 explain how you get into 
enir w f , ^.pen°e s' ane ’ I.would have to go through other people’s property. 

hixplam how 2 At that time it was much easier’than now. ‘
coos’ i7-Wawr y°7U. t° explain it 2 You would have to go down the back lane.
6226. His Worship.] Is there a lane at the back? No.
coqo bbow eoidd7an Person get in the back 2 There was only a fence.
feet°or^W5fi^L °nly u low,fellce ? Yes. My end is on a slope, and my fence is about 3
the back into nw °W the ^arth ^ *he back‘, My Place has been dug down into the earth, and from'
tbe back into my place it is very low ; but getting back from my place outside it is a little higher.
6231. It is easy for a big strong tall man 2 Yes.

chaff bag on bis back ? He would have to be a pretty strong man.
6233. You have seen Quelch 2 Yes. r j o
6234. He is pretty muscular 2 Yes. ,
fff ;y°U thmk,he.®ould do il \ Speaking the honest truth, I dare say he could, because I have always
?be» 11 “ V“';' tr”M6 10 8810''tl,, ^ ““ “d

C05-‘ xThen’ ^0U W0U,d come right along Spence’s-lane to Boundary-street 2 Yes.
6.3i. Now, if you proceed past Boundary-street and still continue along tl 
vacant bit of land that they are now building on ? Yes.
budding 0theCr0eUat alltime haV6 ^ righ0t thr0Ugh that’ and Sot infco Botany Road ? Yes, there was no

£nd in doing that y°u wouId have to pass Jones’ stables 2 Yes 
6240. They are right at the rear 2 Yes. '
rSL^'i "”i”b »0Prted t° ““ police ” to “njk,>‘Ip el“ ‘h8 »f *'• »« in

tete'stoien rrrtlSaV 0f 1b.ef0re 0r since has Ied y°u t0 the conclusion that two bags of su-ar 
were stolen out of your p ace on the 16th of February 2 Well, I do not think there was. °
one else tob^in teres toff 6 ^ PerS°n interested in the loss of any property there? There is no
vtit Have y°u the slightest reason in the world to suppose that on the night or mornin" of the 16th
6945 S’e othtT 16 that Week’ tW° bagS °f SUgar ^re St0len out of y°ur Place * No, fhare not 
hepn 'rinn 1 7 yf0U gaVe eviQence Wlfch regard to an allegation against Quelch of something bavin"
nremirr u ^ 1°™ ^ H°W many times since you ha°ve been in business there have your
premises been actually found open 2 I think it is three different occasions. 7
6246. Ihree different occasions? Three altogether. ’
6247. Now, are you not somewhat mistaken about that
remember? Yes. ’
“Mr' Twf y°,u aware of this : I find an entry in the Police Occurrence Book, a report [Exhibit No. 321 

^ Piu6 ^r0k<ln mt° 0n three occasions during the last three weeks.” The entry I may tell
CThflst” tL l I “°ni.the 22nd Ultim°’’ Which W0ldd be tbe 22nd FebTuar“ 1893
stoL”? Thntl Lst krarch> ‘ and on theSrd instant, and on the first occasion 10s. worth of coppers
clnso n, at r a ml|Siau 6 a together- The place was never open three times in succession following so 
close, otherwise I would have sat and watched at ni-dit. ° 80
6249. Here is the police report 1 That is wrong.
lilt ^be entry f by Senior-Constable Corcoran and attended to by Sutherland and Moore. You 
62?7 wr"0 C0r.C°ra?1? ' Tel,> 1 ^ not really happen to know him, not by name,
t;™ nv ’ Tv.® y°U su.rPfsed thafc the police actually reported that they had found your place open three 
times within three weeks 2 I am greatly surprised ^ 1 1
Tlf2. TT6 y°U 8reatly s^P^ed that’Sutherland and Moore were told off to make inquiry 2 You mean to
et l You areTliTT; ,that .y°ThaVe ”° kno;vledge °f these e-cumstances 2 No^I wL not told 
6^03 You are a little careless m the conduct of your business there, I think I understood you the other
«Skir^™Sijpw,‘fik“lhie ■tock'1 ‘lw‘js so1 *bit °f mo,“? in h“d; “d wi”" *ta»i ““s

*ork. i th“ k wort “,i ,l,e ,nen 80 ‘he oal<,oor

■ *2—-Y °
6255.

Mr. Biron 
Pogson.

lONoClw.

You see I read you the other day two, do you



6255. What you mean is that you can always afford to leave a margin for losses 1 That is it.
6256. Is it a fact that you have to pass through different persons’ properties to get into your place—of 

r jggy course I do not mean people flying over the gates or fences—in fact you have no back gate, have you ? No.
’ 6257. Can you take a horse and dray into your back premises! Not through my own property.

6258. Can you by any means? I can do it by going through other people’s property.
6259. Have you done that ? No.
6260. Are all your goods taken in through the front entrance to the rear ? Not always. _ •
6261. When they are not, and when they are brought by horse and vehicle, how do you get them into your 
place? I just use Mr. Flynn’s place, my next door neighbour. I can only do it while Mr. Flynn is there.
6262. If anybody wants to obtain access to your back premises they can only do it during the day time 
while Mr. Flynn is on the premises ? That is from the front.
6263. What do you mean by that? From the Botany Road side.
6264. You know Flynn’s side entrance ? Yes.
6265. Are not there large double gates 8 feet high ? You mean the front.
6266. I am speaking of the Botany Road frontage ? Yes, there are. That is the front.
6267. I take it that those gates are locked—you may tell us when ? About half-past 6 or 7 o’clock at night.
6268. And unlocked, when ? They start work earlier than we do—about 5 or 6 o’clock in the morning.
6269. Now supposing you do not go from your place through Flynn’s, but that you go over the fences out 
of your place, out into McNamee’s lane, do you not go from your place in that case into private 
property ? Yes.
6270. Whose property would that be? Mr. Bunting’s, I think.
6271. Is there not a 7 feet gate with barbed wire across the top of it opening out from these premises of 
Bunting’s into McNamee’s lane ? Yes.
6272. Are they double gates ? I think they are.
6273. What is your experience with regard to those gates—how are they locked ? I could not tell you 
hardly for certain whether there is a lock on them or not. They are closed generally. I am not one to look 
about much in things like that.
6274. Have you any reason to suppose they are left open at night time ? I could not say.
6275. Don’t you know that every night, without any single exception, those gates can be found locked ? I 
cannot speak on that because I do not know.
6276. You will not say that they are not ? No.
6277. So that you suggest that a strong man might get over the low fence into your yard and carry away 
184 lb. weight of sugar over all these fences ? There is a much easier way of getting out than that way.
6278. Which way is that ? Well, of course, Mr. Flynn only twelve months ago put a new back to his place.
6279. Was that this year? It was about twelve months ago.
6280. What do you mean by that, putting up some new premises ? Are not there stables on the two angles 
of that property ? No, they are not up next to Bunting’s property.
6281. Are not there stables at the end of Bunting’s abutting on Flynn’s stables ? Cartsheds.
6282. But are not those stables the whole width of Bunting’s yard across at the end and down near Flynn’s 
place ? Oh, yes, they are there now.
6283. How would you suggest that anybody could get—would they have to get over that ? Well, Flynn’s
gateway I think is only just a latch that you have to lift up and down. I do not think that the back is ever 
locked. •
6284. Anybody getting through there, where would they find themselves ? In a vacant allotment.
6285. The land is fenced? No. It is fenced on both sides, but each end to the back lane and the street is 
completely open.
6286. That opens on to McNamee’s-lane, does it not ? Yes.
6287. When you speak of a low fence, on which side of your land is that. Do you know the W.C. on your 
premises, is that the fence you speak of? Yes, it is a low fence.
6288. Your land dips under the fence ? Yes.
6289. What height would there be from the level of the ground to the top of the fence on the inside of 
your property ? About 5 feet 6 inches, from my recollection.
6290. Of course the two ordinary bags weigh 140 lb., two ordinary 70-E>. bags ? Yes, that is the weight.
6291. Is not there somebody sleeping on Flynn’s premises? Well there is, but they are sleeping in a 
peculiar place.
6292. Do not they sleep in this shed or stable right at the rear of Flynn’s ? Yes.
6293. Abutting on this vacant land ? Yes ; but of course Mr. Flynn has about 50 feet of land, and they 
would sleep more that end than this.
6294. Your .place is opened into Flynn’s ? Yes.
6295. Flynn and you in common use the one back yard ? Well, it is open, we do not actually use it.
6296. Of course, your land is immediately behind the store, and Flynn’s is alongside it. When did you 
hear it suggested first that you had lost two bags of sugar in February last ? Have you ever heard that 
you had? Well, the first I ever heard about the sugar was in the paper.
6297. You mean in Truth i Yes, I would not be certain whether somebody did not mention something 
about some sugar.
6298. Are you sure that something was ever said in the newspapers with regard to sugar being stolen from 
your place ? I do not know.
6299. Have not you been asked some questions with regard to this investigation during the last five or six 
weeks ? Who has waited upon you, as a fact, even with regard to the statements that you made to-day ? 
Well, I saw Mr. Dacey once.
6300. Did you ever tell Mr. Dacey that you had missed two bags of sugar from your store on the night of 
the 16th February ? No, I do not think so. I do not think that sugar was mentioned in the paper when 
I saw it.
6301. As a matter of recollection, I may remind you that it was not mentioned in the paper at all? It said 
a bag of groceries.
6302. But I suppose you can in all candour say that you did not lose two bags of sugar in February ? Well, 
I could not say that I did lose them.
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6303. Tell me this, do you remember what time you went to your store on the morning of the 17th, or on 
,the morning of the 19th? What time do you usually go to your store? I generally go there about half
past 7.
6304. And inasmuch as you do all your indoor work, I take it you lock up your place ? Yes, myself.

:6305. What do you do with the key ? I generally carry it in my pocket. .
6306. Take it with you ? Yes. .
6307. And going as you do every morning to the business you unlock the place? Yes. .
6308. Speaking of last February, can you recollect any one occasion when, on your going there, you either 
found the door open, or the place disturbed in any way? Oh, well; I have never found the door open on 
any other occasions beyond those mentioned before.
6309. I have gone beyond that. I say I want to know whether you have found either the door open or 

, the place in any way disturbed ? Well, not at that time.
6310. I suppose you see Quelch on duty at all hours, night and day ? I do not say that I have seen him 
much at night, but I have seen him more in the day.
6311. "Xon shut up your place between 6 and 7, and go home some little distance away ? Yes.

. 6312. You are not much out of a night, are you ? No. .
6313. Mr, Abigail.') You could not say that you lost two bags of sugar on the 16th ? No.
6314. And you could not say that you did not, because it wTas almost impossible for you to miss six bags 1

.Well, of course, you may think it is carelessness; but I generally get 2. tons of sugar in at once. Well,
that is sixty-four bags, and I never let my stock run down, so that I will have about seventy there. Of

• course, I may weigh up ten to-day, and may not weigh up any for a day or two. ,
; 6315. His Worship.) You cannot say whether you lost two bags of sugar or not ? No.
6316. Mr. Abigail.) I do not want to ask you whether carts could get through, but I want to ask you 
whether a pedestrian could get through there at all hours of the night ? Oh yes ; through Spence’s-lane. 

’6317. You would not be surprised to hear that I and another gentleman walked through there at 12 one 
night ? No.
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6318.
6319.
6320.
'6321.
6322.
6323.

- 6324.
6325.
6326.
6327.
his canaries.
6328. How long ago ? I do not know.

; 6329. Six months ago ? It must be, I think.
6330. It would not be before last February ? I could not tell you.

. 6331. How much was there in the bag? I do not know.
6332. One pound? I do not know.
6333. Ten pounds ? I expect —. [Interrupted).
6334. Would it be 20 lb. ? I could not tell you.
6335. Where did you get the sand from ? It was taken from the watch-house.
6336. You say it is about six months’ ago ? I could not tell you.

_ 6337. It would not he about twelve months’ ago? I do not think it.
6338. Do you remember Mr. Quelch coming to you and asking you something about that sand shortly after 
that? He said, “ Did not you give me a bag of sand”?
6339. What did he say ? “ Did not you give me a bag of sand?” that is all he said.
6340. Did not he ask you to sign a paper to say so ? He knew well enough I could not sign it.
6341. Did not he ask you ? No.
6342. Did not you say you could not read or write and could not sign it ? No.

. 6343'. His Worshi'p.) What time was it he came to you and asked you about the bag of sand ? I could not 
tell you.

, 6344. Six or seven weeks ago? I did not take any notice ; it might be six or seven weeks ago.
6345. What did you say to him ? I said nothing. ,
6346. Did you tell him yes you did remember ? Yes, I told him I did remember giving him a bag of sand.
6347. What did he say to you? No more.
6348. Did not you afterwards go over to the station and see Serjeant Houlahan, or one of the serjeants at 
the station, and say that Quelch wanted you to sign a piece of paper and you would not ? I did not.
6349. Did you see somebody recently call Quelch and beckon to him like this and call him into the Police
Station? No. , .
6350. Do you remember Quelch asking you to put your mark to a piece of paper ? No, he did not.
6351. When did you speak to him last ? I spoke to him yesterday evening.
6352. Whereat? In my own yard.

. 6353. Did he come to your yard to speak to you ? No, I was standing at the gate and he spoke to me as 
he came past.
6354. What did he say to you? I do not know what he said.
6355. You knew you were coming here as a witness ? No.
6356. His Worship.) Did he speak to you about this case, about the evidence you should give ? No.

- 6357. Mr. Abigail.) Did not he ask you about coming here to-day ? No, he did not. '

Mrs. Catherine Robinson was called and sworn :—
His Worship.) What is your name ? Catherine Robinson.
Mr. Abigail.) You are a widow ? Yes. '
Where do you live ? George-street, Redfern.
You live near the Police Station ? Yes ; opposite.
You know Constable Quelch ? Yes. ,
You cannot read or write ; can you ? No.
Did he come to you some time ago with a paper, which he asked you to sign? No.
Did he ask you anything about a bag of sand ? Yes, I gave him a bag of sand over the gate. 
When was this ? I cannot tell you.
Will you tell his Worship all he said about this bag of sand ? He asked me for a bag of sand to <
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6358. Mr. Bull.'] You know this charge which is now being made against you, “ That, about six months ago, 
Constable Hill, when on duty on the Botany Road, saw a man crossing the road in a slouch hat, and with a 
bag of something on his back. Hill approached the man and was astonished to find that it was his Senior- 
officer Quelch, who said, ‘ It is all right, Hill; I have been getting some sand for my canaries,’ ” You live 
where! George-street, Redfern.
6359. How long have you been living there ? About three years.
6360. What canaries have you 1 I have an aviary standing about 9 feet high.
6361. And in February last what number of canaries had you ? I had a number of them.
6362. How many would you say about 1 I suppose I had about forty then.
6363. It has been a hobby of yours, the same as it is a hobby with other members of the police ? Yes.
6364. Mention some of the others who keep canaries. Serjeant Vane has 200; Sergeant Houlahan has
a lot.
6365. That forms a pastime 1 Yes.
6366. And for the purpose of cleanliness, and other purposes in connection with your aviary, you obtain 
sand, do you not 1 I do. I always have a large box about that long and about that deep. It is half full 
down in the yard now.
6367. About 2 ft. 6 in. by 2 ft. and 18 in. deep ? Yes.
6368. Sand is essentia], is it not, both for the birds and the cleanliness of the aviary itself ? Yes; you 
want a well-washed, gritty sand.
6369. You heard Mr. Abigail suggest this morning that gritty sand could be purchased—did you ever do 
such a thing] No; because if you purchase sand for your canaries you might as well do away with the 
canaries at once.
6370. Why ? Because there is no profit in them.
6371. His Worship.] I suppose there is some profit made in them ! Ob, yes. If you do not keep a good 
class of bird you might as well throw them away altogether. If you do not look after the birds and study 
and train them as they should be, you would not get more than 2s. 6d. for them. A good bird you can 
get 30s. or £1 for.
6372. Mr. Bull.] Have you occasionally sold some of your birds! Yes; and given them away sometimes.
6373. You know Margaret-street ? Ido.
6374. Now, in February last, did you obtain sand for your canaries! I did.
6375. How frequently do you get this stock of sand in ? About four times a year. I went again in May 
and got another supply.
6376. In February you got some ? I did.
6377. You say you got some more in May! Yes.
6378. Just relate the circumstances of your getting sand in February ? When was it! On the morning of 
the 18th of February.
6379. What day of the week! Thursday.
6380. You have heard a good deal said with regard to the 16th February ? Yes.
6381. Were you carrying a bag on your back on the morning of the 16th February! I was not, I was on
duty. _ _
6382. Where were you doing duty on the 16th February! In the whole of the district—I was from the 
3rd up to the 17th.
6383. What duty were you on in the morning or the night of the 18th ? I was on night duty, and having 
had cases in the Court, on account of my opposite number being on the station I could net get off. I had 
to attend to the cases, and my time allowance was extended. Senior-constable Proctor came on duty at 10 
o’clock, and as soon as he started on night duty it allowed me an opportunity of going off I went off at 4 
o’clock on the morning of the 18th, and also on the morning of the 20th.
6384. Well now, on the morning of the 18th, tell his Worship what you did 2 On the morning of the 18th, 
when I went off the station, Senior-constable Proctor remained on duty until 6 o’clock on the morning of 
the 18th. By reason of my time allowance that I should have had I went off at 4 o’clock.
6385. Where did you go or what did you do! I went home to my house and shifted myself first.
6386. What do you mean by that ? Took off my uniform and put on my plain clothes, my soft felt hat, 
and old jumper.
6387. Where did you go or what did you do ! I just had a cup of tea that is generally left made for me on 
the gas stove, and I went out the back way then.
6388. You do not mean to say that you have a gas stove in your house ! One of those little gas rings— 
then I got my three bags that I generally get the sand in, that is the chaff bag and two littler bags inside.
6389. Where did you go! I went out the back way down Bullanaming-street, through Burns-lane into 
Botany-street, along Botany-street to the Salvation-lane, out into Regent-street, and along Margaret-street, 
going, that is crossing from the lane over to Margaret-street, going.
6390. That was the way you went! Yes.
6391. Having the bags with you ? Yes, having the empty bags. Then I got the necessary sand then, that 
I generally carry, about a cwt. I suppose.
6392. What sized bags are these two small bags ? There are two smaller kinds of bags than the chaff bag, 
similar material but smaller, and I generally put the sand in these and put them in one on top of the other, 
and tie them down tight.
6393. And carry them down tied! Yes. .
6394. The larger bag assists you in carrying ! The larger bag gives you that much of a grip of the stuff 
I retraced my steps until I got to the church at the corner of Margaret-street and William-lane. William- 
lane is the right name, not Spence’s-lane.
6395. What time would that have been ? That would have been about a quarter to 5, I should think.
6396. Now, on your way, did you see anybody! I walked through the lane until I came to the vacant 
ground, and on the vacant ground I generally used to have a spell, after carrying it from the bottom of 
Margaret-street. Whilst I was so spelling, sitting on the bags, Constable Hill passed down the street by 
the opening out from this vacant ground. Two-thirds of the opening in front was galvanised fencing and 
the other third was open but there was no fence at the back.
6397. The galvanised fencing is on what street! On the Regent-street front. 6398.
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6398. You wei’e in this vacant land sitting down on the bags? Yes, with the electric light showing in 
through the opening. Constable Hill saw me and came in to me.
6399. Now relate the conversation that took place between you and Hill ? I told him I had been getting 
some sand, so of course he could see that I was pretty well winded, and he said, “ I will give you a lift,” so 
I said, “ I would rather you did not.”
6400. He was in uniform ? Yes. I said “ I would rather you did not.” Without any more to say he 
picked up the bags himself and carried them over to the Salvation Army-lane across the road. I walked 
alongside him. He dropped the bags then and returned on to his own side of the road.
6401. What did you do ? I stood there a second and could see some one about 70 or 80 yards up on the 
the same footpath going up towards the station way, but who it was I could not tell. It was impossible to 
identify anybody at that time of the morning. I took the sand home and went to bed. .
6402. The sand which you had in that bag you gathered as you described down at Margaret-street ? Yes ; 
the sand washes out of all the yards there down to the railway fence and it cannot get through, and then 
all the heavy rains come down and wash it through the fence like a sieve. Just inside the fence there is a 
gutter about 2 feet deep, and it thoroughly washes and drains the sand there.
6403. Have you some of that sand here ? Is that a sample of the sand ? This is a sample of the sand 
alongside the railway at the bottom of Margaret-street.
6404. That is what you call the washed sand. Is that the description of sand ? [/’reducing sample of sandJ]
6405. Mr. Abigail.'} I have no opportunity of knowing where that was got from.
6406. Mr. Bull.} You swear that that was a portion of the sand actually got by-you from this place ? Yes.
6407. When was that got ? In May.
6408. Not got specially for this, but a portion of the sand you got from this place, and you have some 
more in your yard now ? Yes j I have half a hundredweight there now.
6409. At any rate, this sand is there even now for anybody to see ? Anybody can see it.
6410. There was an accumulation of sand there when Mr. Johnson was there? I showed Constable Hill 
the sand the day that he came to the place.
6411. You have in that bag another sample of sand. What is that? This is some of the sand from the 
good old lady who just got out of the box. [Another sample of sand produced.}
6412. You did, as a fact, get a bag of sand from the old lady ? Yes, I did. I got her grandson to cart it 
down, and gave him a shilling for doing it.
6413. You can describe what that sand was? Yes. I wanted my yard bricked, and I rooted up the 
asphalt myself, and built up the back lane, which was a source of annoyance there, with all my spare 
asphalt, and then I asked a gentleman named Lawson whether he would kindly lay some bricks.
6414. You got some bricks laid by l4r. Lawson? Yes. And I ordered—I think there were T2 4s. 8d. 
worth of bricks, at 25s. a thousand.
6415. That would be 1,700 bricks ? 1,786 bricks from the Warren Brick-works ; that is, Bakewell
Brothers. ■
6416. When were those bricks got by you ? On 8th July, 1896, I paid for them, and it was the first week 
in July when they came. As they were brought I carried them through from the front to the back, and 
these two gentlemen laid them.
6417. His Worship.} You say you got the sand for the brickwork ? I bought half a cask of cement from 
Mr. Charles Roberts in Cleveland-street, Redfern, to mix with this sand. I have the cask and the balance 
of the cement still in my yard this day which I did not use.
6418. Mr. Bull.} This sand was some that had been tipped into Mrs. Robinson’s yard ? A man was charged 
with stealing sand. He was convicted ; and in those cases or with stray horses the Redfern police always 
put them in her yard. This drayload of sand was also put in her yard, and after the man was convicted 
he tipped this load of sand in her yard ; and as I wanted some sand, and it appeared good sand, I asked 
the old lady if she would be good enough to give me a bag of sand. She said, “ You can have the whole 
lot,” and I asked her grandson, as he was there doing nothing, whether he would be good enough to cart it 
down. The lad carted it down, and I gave him a shilling for it.
6419. And this sand is a sample of that which you got from the old lady ? Yes.
6420. I want you to explain to Mr. Johnson when next you were on duty on the morning of the 18th? I
was not on until 10 o’clock on the night of the 18th. •
6421. You gave me instructions how long ago in this matter? On the 18th August, in the afternoon, that 
was the day following Mr. Dacey’s speech in the House.
6422. You gave me certain information then? I did.
6423. And you gave me certain dates ? I did.
6424. Have you ever spoken of the 13th February as the time when this particular circumstance happened? 
Never in my life.
6425. Or the 16th ? Never in my life.
6426. From then up till now, and until now, the whole of your.statement has had relation to the 18th, has it 
not ? Yes.
6427. Mr. Abigail.} I object to that. ;
6428. Mr. Bull.} Then, if the circumstances which have been deposed to really occurred on the morning of 
the 16th, undoubtedly you were on duty all that night, and up till 6 o’clock? I was on duty right up till 
6 o’clock, and, as far as I can recollect, I saw Constable Hill at the Bank corner, where he should be at 
half-past 4.
6429. On the very morning of the 16th ? Constable Hill had no right whatever, according to his evidence, 
to be down where he was at 20 minutes past 4.
6430. On the morning of the 18th, Thursday, you were not on duty at all after 5 o’clock ? No.
6431. Until what time at night ? 10 o’clock.
6432. Now, just turn me up the entry of your hours of duty on the 18th ? “ Charge of relief, 12 to 6 a.m.
and 10 to 12 p.m. “ Charge of relief on Wednesday night, 17th, from 10 to 12. Charge of relief on the 
morning of the 18th, 12 to 6 a.m. Charge of relief, 10 to 12 p.m.”
6433. Mr. Abigail.} At is the same all that week according to that book? No, it is not.
6434. His Worship.} What about the 16th? It says similar to what I have said.
6435. Mr. Bull.} It is not the same entry; in fact, it is from 10 to 6 on the morning of the 16th ? Yes.
6436. Mr. Abigail.} Then on the 18th, 10 to 12 and 12 to 6? Yes. [Exhibit No 37.] .6437.
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Senior- 6437. Mr. What is the entry there with regard to your duty on the morning of the 18th? 12 to 6.
•WCI5 Oubieh 6438- He says that 011 the whole of the morning of Tuesday he was never off duty a moment, and was back 

■ • ^ue c • }jjg reiief af 0 o’clock. On the 18th he left at 4 o’clock, and never went back until 10 at night. That 
‘10 Nov. 1897. statement.

6439. Witness.] There is a discrepancy in the book. If you look at the 16th February, there you will see 
Constable Walker booked right up till 6 o’clock. That constable was off at court j he had a prisoner in 
named Florence Ward.
6440. You heard me ask Proctor ? Yes.
6441. With regard to that one entry with regard to Proctor, you remember that Proctor was identified 
with that inquest 1 Yes, he went off very early that morning. It was a case of abortion.
6442. What time did he leave? About half-past 3.
6443. And in that book he is entered up till 6 o’clock ? Right up till 6 o’clock.
6444. For the information of the Commissioner, you have made extracts from the book there of circumstances
within your knowledge ? Within my knowledge. '
6445. Not matters that you searched the books for, but circumstances within your knowledge ? I came to 
the conclusion, when I saw the discrepancies in this case here, that I could have found a dozen more. I 
found two instances there where I have been booked off under this new order about closing shops. I went 
off two mornings at 4 o’clock, and it is booked up there right up to 6 o’clock. The serjeant in charge of the 
station goes to bed at 3 o’clock. He makes up that book before he goes to bed; so, after 3 o’clock, when 
'he has gone to bed, he does not know what takes place. One of the senior-constables might take their time 
off, and, naturally enough, having made up the book to the night before, he never looks at the book any 
more, and never alters it. It is quite reasonable. I should, perhaps, be subject to the same irregularities 
myself.
6446. Now, on the night of the 17th, Proctor went on duty? Yes.
6447. He had been from the 3rd to the 17th in charge of the station ? He had been the serjeant in charge 
of the station. Serjeant Houlahan had been on leave for a month or three weeks. He came back and took 
up his usual running, and Senior-constable Proctor was my opposite number out at night time. He came 
on, and, of course, I, having my time due to me, then took my time off that was due to me.
6448. Sis Worship.] What time did the senior-constable go off duty on the 16th ? He would not go off 
until 10 o’clock.
6449. Mr. Abigail.] Who was the officer in charge of the station on the 18th? He would be Serjeant 
Houlahan, I think—either Senior-constable Shaw or Serjeant Houlahan.
6450. Mr. Bull.] Hill had every opportunity, had he not, of finding out what you were carrying ? Yes. 

‘6451. Do you remember any remark that he made at the time, either whilst you were sitting on the bag or 
whilst he was carrying it across the road ? The only remark he made was something about it being heavy, 
and something about “ You cannot carry that far.”
6452. His Worship:.] You did not bring the relief in on the morning of the 16th ? Yes ; I did. I was on
right up to 6 o’clock. '
6453. On the morning of the 18th did you bring the relief in ? No; I did not.
6454. Who was there on the morning of the 18th ? Senior-constable Proctor.
6455. But you say that, although he had made the entry, he was not actually there ? He would be out in 
the streets then, and would march the relief off, and the other serjeant would be in bed then, and there would 
only be a constable in the station—unless, in consequence of some order, Senior-constable Shaw was there.
6456. You say you did not bring the relief in on the 18th. There must be somebody in the station that 
could say whether you brought them in or not ? That would be Serjeant Houlahan in the station on the 
morning of the 18th, and he would be in bed.
6457. Whom would the relief report to ? Who would muster them? Senior-constable Proctor.
6458. Mr. Bull.] You say that at 6 o’clock Houlahan would be in bed ? Yes.
6459. I asked Proctor distinctly with regard to the relief on the morning of the 16th. There is no dispute 
in the world that Quelch was the officer in charge of the relief on the 16 th. You heard the statement made 
by Bath ? Yes.
6460. Did you understand where he said he had seen you, or he had seen a man ? I understood well.
6461. What was the nearest point that you were to Pogson’s store during the time that you were going for 
and returning with that sand on the morning of the 18th ? The vacant allotment of ground.
6462. Whether the morning was the 16th as they say it was, or the 18th as you swear it was, were you 
near Pogson’s store that morning? Not at all.
6463. Is there any foundation in the world for this insinuation or allegation that you were carrying in that 
bag then two 70-Ib. weight bags of sugar? Nothing in the world.
6464. This is not the first time the allegation or insinuation was made ? It has been insinuated in every 
charge before the Commission.
6465. And you heard my friend this morning say that whether it was sand or sugar, it did not matter which, 
you had committed a distinct neglect of duty by going off and going on again? Yes.
6466. His Worship.] You did not pass the store did you? No, I did not go near it.
6467. Mr. Bull.] You have described the course you took and the way you went to and fro ? Yes.
6468. Now, did you afterwards have a conversation with Hill. You explain to his Worship, Mr. Johnson, 
what these back premises of Pogson’s are. You have made an examination of them since? Yes.
6469. And you have formulated a plan ? I have.

- 6470. And does this truthfully show the location ? Exactly as it is now.
6471. Was it in the same condition in February ? Yes.
6472. You show here the condition of those premises in February last ? Yes.
6473. His Worship.] Mark on that plan [Exhibit No. 31] the track you took ? [ Witness marked on the plan 
in blue the track he took from his residence to the foot of Margaret-street, and in red the course he look on the 
return journey with the sand from the foot of Margaret-street to his residence in George-street.] This is the 
public school. There is a terrace of houses here. That is my house. [Marked B on plan.] I came out at 
the back lane there. That is the private lane that I built up. I proceeded by the private lane by 
Bullanaming-street, down Bullanaming-street to Burns lane, round Burns lane into Botany-street, across 
Botany-street to the opposite side, up Botany-street to a lane right opposite the Salvation Army Barracks.

• • There
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There is a lane then- goes right through into Botany Road or Regent-street. From there I went to Curtis’s Sehior- 
Preshyterian Church, at the corner of Margaret-street, then straight down Margaret-street to the sand.
After obtaining the sand I retraced nay steps again until I got to William lane, behind the Presbyterian' • • y16 c • 
Church, along William lane to Absalom’s vacant land, where I rested. [Vacant land marked G on plan, blue ioNov 1897 
cross where Quelch rested.] This is the end where the opening is. All this end is galvanised fence to there. ’
That is the frontage to Botany Road or Regent-street. There Constable Hill saw me. He would be 
coming down this street, Botany Road. Constable Hill should be at this corner of Redfern-street and 
Botany Road at half-past 4 that morning. When Constable Hill came in he picked up the bag and 
carried it out right across this private lane leading from Botany Road into Botany-street. I then picked up 
the bag and carried it the remainder of the way home, retracing my previous steps.
6474. Here is Pogson’s store, here? Yes. ■
6475. The nearest point that you would be to Pogson’s store at any time would be at the corner of that 
lane and Botany-street, would it not 1 Oh, no ; you see I would have to come round here, a long way round.
6476. The nearest point, as a matter of actual distance, that you would be to Pogson’s would be at the 
corner of this lane—Burns-lane—opening into Botany-street ? Yes.
6477. But, to reach Pogson’s, you would have to still traverse Botany-street, and down Raglan-street, and 
up Botany Road to Pogson’s-frontage ? Yes.
.6478. Then you were not at any point south of this vacant piece of land ? Not a bit.
6479. From Botany Road to Pogson’s 1 Not a bit—not a foot.
6480. And now, how often, would you say, have you gone to this place in Margaret-street for sand 1 About 
four times a year.
6481. How many times do you think you have got sand from there? I should say I have got it about 
fifteen or sixteen times.
6482. And those fifteen or sixteen times have extended over how many years ? Between three and four 
years.
6483. Now, with regard to the sand which old Mrs. Robinson was asked about, when was it that that sand 
was obtained from her? In July, 1896.
6484. There is no doubt in the world about that ? No doubt about it.
6485. It was got for that job which you have described those bricks were obtained for, and the work itself
was done in July? Yes. ,
6486. And that sand was used for that cement, and with those bricks ? Yes.
6487. It has been suggested to you that there was some sand in some property of Mr. Hudson’s nearer to 
your house ? It is a different sand altogether, on private property, fenced in with a barbed wire fence and 
a locked gate.
6488. During the whole time you have been there have you ever obtained sand there ? Not a handful.
6489. Is it a natural sand? There was a paddock where he has a terrace of about ten houses adjoining his 
large private house, and Mr. Hudson has rented this paddock from the F. A. Wright family, and he runs 
his horses, poultry, and cows in this paddock, and there has been a little sign up “ Key with Mr. James, 
close by.” When Mr. Hudson bought this ground he built this terrace, and when mixing the mortar for 
that terrace they dug certain holes out to get the cleanest sand for the terrace. That is the only thing I 
have seen the sand used for. I do not think he would sell you the sand.
6490. It is an excavation ? Yes.
6491. It is not a sand mound, is it? No. Mr. Hudson had to search to get good sand for his buildings.
The terrace was built for sale and sold. .
6492. Have you ever on any occasion either asked for or obtained sand free from that place of Hudson’s ?
Never asked for any at all.
6493. For the purpose of your canaries? Not at all.
6494. When did you have a conversation with Hill ? I came straight from your office on the afternoon of 
August, the 18th, the day after Mr. Dacey spoke in the House.
6495. Where did you see Hill ? In Union-street.
6496. Up to that day, the 18th August, did Hill ever fix the day as the 16th? Never.
6497. You had never seen any date fixed by him ? Never ; I asked him.
6498. And in the conversation you had with him that day, what did you say to him ? I asked him whether 
he could give me the date that he saw me fetching some sand for my canaries. He said he could not give 
me the date. He then asked me what I wanted the date for. I told him I had just come from my 
solicitor’s office, and by what I had heard pass in the House it appeared to me that some individual was 
not very particular what they said, or what they accused me of, but I wanted him to give me the date that 
he saw me, and he said, “ What do you want to trouble about it for ? What is there in it.” He said,
“ Big-mouthed McSweeney came to me and asked me about it.”
6499. Is that a police officer ? Yes.
6500. Is that a nickname of his ? No ; that is how he expressed it; ■I And I told him to go and mind his 
own business, that he was only a mischief-maker amongst the men. What harm is there in it ? A bit of 
sand, and you were off duty, and in plain clothes. I know that, and no one else can say any different.” I 
then said to him, “Well, I want you to remember the circumstance as much as ever you can, as no doubt 
there will be an inquiry into the matter, and I will have to call upon you as a witness,” so he had better 
stand up like myself. He then said in answer to that, “ Well, I can only tell you the same, or anybody, as 
I have just told you now.” I believe the next day Constable Hill gave in a report. [A report was handed 
to the Commissioner, Exhibit No. 30.] That is not the report. The night of the 18th August going on duty 
at 10 o’clock I brought the circumstance under the notice of Inspector Lawless before starting out on the 
streets.
6501. What time would that be ? 10 o’clock.
6502. You drew the inspector’s attention to certain circumstances ? To having interviewed Constable 
Hill.
6503. And did you relate the conversation to Lawless that you had had ? Yes, that I interviewed Constable 
Hill, and I related the circumstances to him. That same night at 11-15 p.m.—at that time I was going off 
sick, I was bad with my head, I suffered with my head and my bowels ; I have a head complaint and a 
bowel complaint. I am subject to inflammation of my bowels, and it affects my head. I met Constable

Lambert
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S-- Lambert at the corner of Botany-street and Raglan-street at 11'15 p.m. I then had a conversation with 
W?!? Quelch Constable Lambert with reference to Pogson’s shop. I asked Constable Lambert whether he recollected the 

‘ ' a ' ’ time that I found Mr. Pogson’s shop door open, he said, “ Yes.” I told him then the same as I told Constable 
lONov.,1897. Hdi about having consulted my solicitor, and I was going to call on him as a witness. Constable Lambert 

then said, “ It is in the book, and I am prepared to go on my oath and corroborate you in that part.” Not 
another instance did he mention with reference to Mr. Pogson’s shop. Not another sentence did he utter.
6504. You have a plan there which you say is accuratelydrawn showing the location of thepremises there? Yes.
6505. I want you to describe what these premises are and what facilities a man carrying two bags of sugar . 
weighing 140 lb. would have to get out. First of all, is there a back entrance into Pogson’s ? None whatever.
6506. How do people obtain back entrance into his premises ? The only way they could obtain admittance 
into Pogson’s from McNamee’s-lane is either by getting over Mr. Flynn’s fences, about 6 or 7 feet high into 
Mr. Flynn’s yard, and then by Mr. Flynn’s yard into Pogson’s yard.
6507. How many fences would they have to get over 1 A 7-feet double-gate barbed-wired and locked ; and 
that would bring them over into another private yard, a cottage yard, and from that private yard they 
would have to get over another private fence to get into Mr. Pogson’s yard. That is coming from McNamee’s- 
lane. Then getting sideways from Mr. Pogson’s yard they would have to get over two 6-feet fences to allow 
them to get into the second cottage, and then if that back gate was locked they would have to come out still 
in Botany Road, four doors from Mr. Pogson’s shop. Then to come out of Spence’s-lane you can get in the 
cottage yard at the back, and if the gate was unlocked there you could pass through that gate into the same 
lane, and you would still have to get over a 6-foot fence. After you have got over those fences there and 
these fences here you can pass through the side of this cottage, and that would bring you out into some 
vacant ground partly built upon adjoining the back of those cottages on to some vacant ground here. Then 
there is still another back gate 8 feet high, locked, that brings you out into Spence’s-lane. Each side of that 
gate—this side there is a large two-storied stable, and that side is a stable which I suppose is about 20 feet, 
and about 10 to 12 feet high.
6508. Those are the obstacles which are in the way of people getting in and out ? Yes.
6509. Now, you have heard Mr. Pogson’s statement ? Yes.
6510. Has Pogson ever made any statement to you, or have you heard any statement made by Pogson with 
regard to his shop having been looted on the night of the 16th or 18th ? I have never heard such a thing.
I have had many a most friendly conversation with Mr. Pogson since then, night and day.
6511. Now, it has dawned upon us, up till now, at any rate, that there is not the very best feeling towards 
you amongst some of the men up at Redfern ? That is quite feasible. That is fully shown here.
6512. Take the last witness, Christison. Do you remember my asking him with regard to some comnlaint 
made by him ? Yes.
6513. You heard him insinuate that a charge upon which he was convicted by the Superintendent was 
unfounded, and that he asked that the evidence might be taken on oath ? I remember something about 
the taking of evidence on oath, but each constable was given the fullest opportunity in writing to°explain 
their case and everything else, and they were also given the fullest opportunity in the Superintendent’s 
office. I found these two constables gossiping together off their beat with a bottle of beer, drinking. As 
soon as they saw me coming, Constable Begg dropped the bottle of beer behind the corner. I picked it up.
6514. Mr. Abigail.'] You see the unfairness of this, 3'our Worship.
6515. His Worship.] I think you had better stop all that.
6516. Mr. Bull.] You heard me asking whether as a fact he had not been found not only gossiping, but
with his friend Begg having a draught from a bottle of beer ? Yes. °
6517. His Worship.] You heard the evidence of Bath. Did you pass the place where he keeps his horses? No.
6518. You heard his evidence that he saw you pass there ? He saw a man.
6519. Carrying a bag. You say you did not pass that way ? No, your Worship.
6520. He could not have seen you? No, your Worship.
6521. Could he have seen you from his place? He could not have seen me at all from the direction I came, 
because behind these stables—I think he swore that his stables come up to Spence’s-lane, they do not— 
there is a double-fronted cottage behind the stables at the corner of the lane, a weatherboard cottage.
6522. You say you did not pass within sight of his stables ? No, your Worship. 3

6523. Mr. Bull.] On the mornings of Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday there were numbers of people passing 
at all hours, carrying all sorts of things? Going on Botany Road Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays you 
will see all sorts of people carrying all sorts of things—baskets and bags, and all sorts of things.
6524. What time do the fish markets onen? Every morning. 0

6525. What time? Four o’clock. There are two markets within 200 to 300 yards away, Mr. McFadyen’s
and Hudson’s Fish Markets.
6526. Then the Belmore Markets are at the Haymarket? Yes.
6527. Was there any necessity in the world for your being down where Bath says he saw a man carrying a 
bag ? Not at all. If I had gone down in that direction I would have to have gone, I suppose, about half 
a mile out of my way.
6528. Suppose, for the sake of argument, you had got what you had at Pogson’s, how far would you have
had to carry that by the road they say they saw you ? A good deal further. Carrying it the way they say 
I went, I would have had fully 300 yards to go. ° j j j

6i°29‘- I,suPPose y°u usualIy pick the nearest way home, if you have anything to carry? Most decidedly 
that is the nearest way home that I took. The only difference would be this : that coming down this way 
would enable me to have a rest in the vacant allotment.
6530. Mr. Abigail.] You will admit at once that, if for the sake of argument, it is assumed that you were 
coming along Spence s-lane and crossing Boundary-street, that it would be right, and just, and probable to 
call upon you for some explanation of why you were in that locality ? If I were there, decidedly.
6531. You were the constable in charge of the relief all that week ? Yes ; all the week.
6532. You knew exactly where the men ought to be on different stations on that beat ? I do ■ the whole
distance. ;
6„5?;3- that> if Constable Hill should have been there, as you say now he should have been, at the corner 
of Redfern-street, near the Australian Joint Stock Bank, at half-past 4, and you wanted to avoid him, you 
wouM have best avoided him by coming down here and resting there to give him time to pass 1 There was 
nothing to be afraid of. 6534
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6534. You can see, assuming what I say to be correct, you could have escaped in that way had you wished to 1 Senior-
If I wanted to escape Constable Hill, of course I could. I could have gone half a dozen ways to escape him. constable
6535. Why did not you, knowing that Constable Hill had done wrong in being outside that vacant W- E. Quelch. 

.allotment and talking to a constable, why did not you report him for being here outside that vacant
allotment instead of up there at 4'30. You see you are such a stickler for gossiping and neglect of duty, °V'’ ’
why did you not report him for neglect of duty. You did not report him ; did you ? I never saw him 
gossiping. I never saw Constable Whitehair.
6536. Why did not you report Constable Hill for being outside this vacant allotment when he should have
been up there at 4-30? Senior-constable Harrison lives out in the Beaconsfield Estate. That senior- 
constable has to be called for duty at 6 a.m. . The constables on this ground are allowed a certain privilege 
in order to be on that corner earlier. We generally give them half an hour. That would give them to 4 
o clock. This very week in particular Senior-constable Harrison was not to be called. He was doing 
special duty. He did not come on until 9 o’clock. He was on special duty collecting the school returns, 
therefore Constable Hill had no right to be on that corner until half-past 4. ‘
6537. That is what I say. You knew that and did not report him ? I have only found out this since.
6538. When you came out of that vacant allotment and chatted to Hill, why did not you then immediately '
look at your watch. Why did not you say, “ Hill, you ought not to be here”? I was off duty. I do not ’
report men when I am off duty. '
6539. Who was in charge ? Senior-constable Proctor.
6540. In charge of the division ? Yes.
6541. Were not you in charge of the relief also? That is what I say. I was home. Senior-constable 
Proctor remained on.
6542. You admit that it was quicker for you to have gone this way, when you got to Botany Hoad to have 
gone right across Botany Road by the Presbyterian Church ? Yes.
6543. When you went that way you had the empty bags, nothing to carry? Yes.
6544. Why did you on your return take the longest way round with the full bags ? To have a spell.
6545. Could not you have had a spell in the Botany Road or Boundary-street ? It is not usual for a police 
officer to be seen carrying things early in the morning.
6546. That is what we say. Why did not you stop here behind the church. It would have been away
from the public gaze. Why if you wanted a place to spell at did you not spell there, just at the back of 
the Regent-street church? Because the railway men nearly always pass down there, and I wanted to get 
away from the public gaze. . •
6547. Then why did you not come a little way down here in this lane and spell there ? I carried it as far
as I was able. .
6548. Prom this point there right down there in that lane to where you have put your blue cross [mar&ecf
C on map'] is much farther than if you had gone round here and got to there ? Yery little further. .
6549. Now, if you wanted to get out of the public gaze why did not you take this road, and when you got 
out of the public gaze in that lane (Salvation Army-lane) why not take your spell there ? No. It is very 
much used, and right at the very bottom of it there is an electric light.
6550. But you know that Hill says here that where he was standing there was an electric light, which shot
its rays right across that vacant allotment ? Oh, no ; it does not. Nothing of the sort. It shoots its light 
diagonally across. °
6551. Now, you had been on duty from 10 to 6 the previous night ? Yes. .
6552. You went on duty at midnight, and worked up to what hour—that is, assuming that you are correct 
about the 18th? Pour o’clock.
6553. Now, this was at 4-20 ; do you say that in twenty minutes you could have got from the station to 
your home, had your tea—which you say was prepared by the aid of the gas-ring, put your uniform off, 
your slouch hat on, your jumper, got your bags, went right down here, filled your sand up, and came back,
and you were very tired, and had to spell, and you did all that in twenty minutes ? I did not say that. .
6554. But the others do ? The others say it. It was near 5 o’clock, and that is what Constable Hill told 
me on the night of the 18th of August; that would bring him right from his starting point.
6555. That is a little thing that escaped your attention ? Nothing escaped my attention. .
6556. That is what we say. You were so tired that you did not want to go on for another two hours 
duty; you wanted to be relieved, so as to do your court case in the morning. Why did you choose this 
particular hour of the morning to go for the sand ? I always chose that time.
6557. Do you always take the same route ? Yes.
6558. And always spell exactly in the same place in the paddock? Yes.
6559. Have you ever been seen there before ? Yes. ’
6560. Whom by? Civilians have seen me.
6561. Can you produce a policeman who has seen you there before ? No ; I can produce plenty of civilians 
who have seen me there.
6562. And yet you say you rested there because you did not want to be seen. Can you produce one civilian 
who has ever seen you, or give the name of any civilian who has ever seen you ? If I had known such a 

thing as this was coming to the front, I would have had plenty of them.
6563. Can you produce a policeman ? No.
6564. The fact is you never had collided with these police officers before? No.
6565. Do you remember that Hill has sworn here that when he saw you he said, “ Hallo, what’s the 
matter?” and that you said that you were getting some sand for your canaries? I said, “Oh, I have got 
some sand for my canaries.”
6566. Did yousay you had got the men down at the railway to fill it up foryou? That is absolutely a fabrication.
6567. You were on friendly terms with him. You actually gave him a canary ? Whom could I get at that 
hour of the morning to fill them up for me ?
6568. That is not an answer. Have you brought your bags here ? No.
6569. Have you got them at home ? Yes.
6570. Then you say that that is pure fabrication when Hill says you told him that ? It is.
6571. Are not you changing your ground now ? No ; I never said such a thing.
6572.. Do you know of anybody who has seen you getting sand in Margaret-street abutting on the railway 
premises ? Ido not know of anybody.
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Senior- 6573. How much sand do you say you had in these bags ? About 1 cwt. 
c°“s*al)le 6574. Would a bag 2 feet by 3|-feet hold that weight 1 Yes, it would.

. (joe c . Why did you think it necessary to go to Mrs. Robinson’s and remind her that you had got some
10Nov 1897. sand from her? When I see certain officers belonging to the Redfern police over there trying to coax her 

about something----- \interrwpte,d\. r
6576. You thought you would go over and see? Yes.
6577. And you reminded her that once upon a time you had got a bag of sand there ? I admit I got a bag 
of sand there.
6578. Why did you think it necessary to remind her about that when you say now you had bought that in 
1896 ? I knew the woman was going to be subpoenaed as a witness.
6579. But, at that time, you did not know there was going to be an inquiry? When I went to Mrs. 
Robinson’s this Commission had almost started.
6580. When did you go ? I suppose about four or five weeks ago. I went into the station the other night
and brought the serjeant out to see one of these “ sand” men yarning to this old lady.
6581. Is it not a fact that finding you were cornered about this Margaret-street sand you thought you must

' have two strings to your bow and must run poor old Mrs. Robinson in? No.
6582. Did not you try to mystify the old woman so that you might bring her here ? No.
6583. You have been there to Margaret-street for sand fifteen or sixteen times? Yes.
6584. When were you there last ? May.
6585. Have you been since ? No. •
6586. And yet you say you go four times in the year, although for six months you have not gone for a
fresh supply of sand ? No. •
6587. But you see on your own showing you were there in February and in May, and should have been 
there three months ago ? Yes.
6588. And three months ago there was no hint about a commission ? It was hinted pretty straight to me 
long since.
6589. Is that why you did not go there ? I won’t go any more, I will get somebody to fetch it for me.
6590. You got enough sand in May to last you six months ? I have had enough to do to attend to other
matters without attending to the birds. I have had to trust to my wife and my little boy. ’
6591. The birds have had to look after themselves ? Yes.
6592. Have you ever been on this sand hill of Hudson’s ? Before it was fenced in ?
6593. How long ago was that ? Years. .
6594. How many years? It might have been five or six years ago.
6595. How do you know that the sand there is not good enough for canaries? It is a dirty class of sand.
6596. Can you remember it since years ago ? Yes.
6597. But you know it was used for building purposes? I do.
6598. You know it must be pretty good to be good enough for that ? No, they had to dig pits to find sand 
fit enough.
6599. Was not the vegetation barely taken off—the top layer—and then beautiful sand laid open? There 
was no beautiful sand about it; I can bring witnesses here that will tell you that they had to dig holes to 
get at good sand.
6600. Is not this gate of Hudson’s like a railway gate, that anybody can get through ? Not at all
6601. Why did you think it necessary, after reading this speech in the paper, to go and see Mr. Bull—you 
did not waste any time about it ? No.
6602. And immediately you came from Mr. Bull’s office you met Hill ? Yes.
6603. Did not you go deliberately to see him ? I went down that way.
6604. Why don’t you say straight that you wanted to go to Hill, and you went to Hill’s street; you know 
he lives in Union-street? He lives at the corner of Union-street.
6605. You had a chat with him ? Yes.
6606. You went down to see him ? I did.
6607. Why did you think it necessary if there was nothing in it to go down and have a chat about it ? 
Did not you go down to make a friend of him ? No.
6608. Because you had given him a canary ? No.
6609. Did not you tell Mr. Bull that ? Since I told him.
6610. Will you tell me why it was that Hill was not asked a question about this alleged conversation that 
you deposed to, where you said, “ Can you fix me the date ? ” and he said, “ No, I cannot,” and he said, 
“ Why do you want to trouble about it, there is nothing in it ” ? Why did not he give it in his own evidence ?
6611. Why did not you ask him about it? Because Mr. Bull did not choose to ask him.
6612. You met Constable Lambert ? Yes.
6613. Is that the same Constable Lambert who gave evidence against you in that case of Pogson’s? Yes.
6614. So that you thought Hill and Lambert were truthful enough men to be called in your behalf as 
witnesses ? Yes.
6615. But finding that they could not give the evidence you wished them to give for you, you now wish to 
insinuate that they are not witnesses of truth ? I do.
6616. You have had no quarrel with Hill? No.
6617. And you have had no quarrel from that time until to-day ? No, I cannot say I have. I have not
spoken to him. '
6618. Do you think it at all likely, is it a reasonable or proper thing to believe that Hill would come into 
the box and tell a distinct lie to injure you? I do.
6619. What is his motive ? I do not know. He has said certain things.
6620. You think hewould tell a distinct lie to injure you, and you do not know what his motive could be? Ido.
6621. You say you did not come along here, but you heard Bath say he saw somebody come along there, 
and you say, “ Oh, there were plenty of fishermen about,” and you insinuate that it was a fisherman ? 
There are plenty of people pass there in the morning.
6622. Have you ever seen fishermen carrying big bags on their backs ? Yes.
6623. Chaff bags? Yes.
6624. Full of fish ? Yes, I have seen them carrying fish.
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Senior-constable George Proctor was recalled :—
6625. His Worship.] You have the Duty Book for the 16th, 17th, and 18th February ? Yes.
6626. You see that in the 16th, 17th, and 18th Senior-constable Quelch is entered there as on duty from 
12 to 6 a.m.? On the 16th, 17th, and 18th, yes, sir.
6627. Do these entries absolutely represent the time that he would be at the station ? They do.
6628. Would you be at the station when the relief came in at 6 o’clock on these mornings? I am not 
positive that I was up and saw them in on these mornings.
6629. You are not positive that you were there on Thursday, the 18th, at 6 o’clock, to see the relief brought 
in by Senior-constable Quelch? I think I was bringing them in myself on the 18th.
6630. Did Quelch bring them in on the 18th ? We would be both together most likely.
6631. Do you recollect the fact, whether you did or not? Would you mind my looking at the book to see 
if I was on myself on that morning. [Book was handed to witness.^
6632. It has been said that the entry might be made before you left ? On the 18th I should have brought 
in the relief with Quelch, or myself.
6633. Are you certain whether Quelch was there or not ? I will not swear it.
6634. But on the 16th he was ? He should have been.
6635. Do you recollect whether he was there on the 16th ? I would not swear, and I would not swear he 
was not there.
6636. Mr. Bulld\ Do you remember Quelch being off one morning early? Yes ; he was.
6637. Can you say what morning that was ? That was one or two mornings after I started night duty.
6638. When did you start night duty? On the night of the 17th I went on at 10 o’clock—from 10 to 12. 
That brought me out from 12 to 6 on the morning of the 17th. On the morning of the 18th I was on 
station duty till 10 a.m.
6639. His Worshi2).\ Are you in a position to say that he mustered the watch at 6 a.m. on that morning ? 
I had done station duty on the morning of the 16th, from 12 to 6 a.m. I did not come on again that day, 
but on the next day I came on from 10 to 12 o’clock at night, starting night duty, and then that brought 
me out from 12 to 6 a.m. on the morning of the 17tb.
6640. You are not in a position to state that he was there with the relief at 6 a.m. ? I would not swear that.
664T. 'Mr. Abigail.] You would swear that he was not? I would not swear that he was not. I have no 
recollection. '
6642. Mr. Bull.] Do you remember the circumstance that he was off duty one morning, and immediately 
after you went on night duty again ? I know that.
6643. Do you remember the circumstance of you going off yourself early on the morning of the 19th ? Yes, 
I went off one morning early.
6644. Do you not remember that Quelch went off again on the 20th ? He went off one or two mornings 
that month I know.
6645. His Worship.] Did you see him on duty at 6 a.m. on the 16th ? I would not swear that he came in 
or did not.
6646. But it was his duty to do it ? It was his duty to do it.
6647. That entry was made before 6 o’clock that morning? Yes ; there is no doubt that I did bring the 
relief in on the morning of the 18th.
6648. Mr. Bull.] Do you remember, then, that on the 19th you were off and he was on, and he was off on 
the 20th and you were on? I am not sure, but I know he did go off one morning after that : “18th 
February, 1897, charge of relief 12 to 6 a.m. and 10 to 12 p.m. “ 19th February, 1897, charge of relief 
12 to 6 a.m. and 10 to 12 p.m. “ 20th February, 1897, charge of relief 12 to 4 a.m. and 10 to 12 p.m. ?” 
That is correct.
6649. You now say that there is no doubt in the world about it that you had charge of the relief on the 
morning of the 18th ? I believe that.
6650. You will venture upon oath about that now ? I would not like to venture upon oath, but I quite 
believe it is correct.
6651. Now I refer to the entry of Saturday, the 20th. Does this bring the matter to your recollection that 
on the morning of the 18th Quelch was off, and the 19th you were off, and on the 20th he was off? “ 18th 
February, 1897, S.C. Quelch, charge of relief 1 2 to 5 a.m. and 10 to 12 p.m. and “ 19th February, 1897,
S.C. Proctor, charge of relief 12 to 5 a.m. (off for Court) and 10 to 12 p.m.and “ 20th February, 1897, 
S.C. Quelch, charge of relief 12 to 4 a.m. and 10 to 12 p.m.?” There is no doubt that is correct.
6652. His Worship.] Then that entry there might not actually be a fact although it was made ? There is 
a possibility that it was a clerical error.
6653. Mr. Bull.] Did not you say in answer to me some time ago when you were called that the serjeant 
in charge makes up his books up to the time when he goes to bed, which is 3 a.m. ? It is generally. 
Serjeant Houlahan and myself—we do generally when we are there. Senior-constable Shaw does not.
6654. His Worship.] They are made in anticipation ? Yes.
6655. And there might be some alteration in the morning ? Yes.
6656. Mr. Bull.] Can you see an alteration here in the book where it has come to the knowledge of the 
officer that the man has been off duty and the entry has been altered accordingly ? I know, for my part, 
when I am on station duty and I find that a man has locked up a prisoner after the books are made up, 
and that he goes off, I make the correction afterwards before I go off.
6657. You really believe that on the morning of the 18th you attended to the relief yourself? • I might 
say this, I being the senior officer would be in charge of the relief even though Quelch was there. I would 
have the responsibility of the relief. I am not sure whether Quelch was there that morning. I could not 
swear one way or the other.
6658. Mr. Abigail] You would say you did not know he was off duty, or else a note would have been made.
6659. Mr. Bull.] Your evidence is that one or two nights after you went off duty Quelch went off duty? 
Yes, that was so.

Senior- 
constable 

G-. Proctor.

10 Nov., 1897.

[The Commission then adjourned.]
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MONDAY, 15 NOVEMBER, 1897.
\_The Commission resumed its sittings at 10 a.m., at the Central Police Court.']

ftoSEltt:—

WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, Esquire, S.M. (Sole Commissioner).
J. R. Dacey, Esquire, M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

Mr. J. W. Abigail, Solicitor, appeared in support of the charges on. behalf of Mr. J. R. Dacey, M.L.A.; 
Mr. C. Bull, M.L.A., Solicitor, appeared on behalf of Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

Charge No. 8 (continued):—
Mr. Abigail: Whitehair is going to be called because he made a note of this particular date. . 
Mr. Bull: I object to this. My friend has called every witness he could call with regard to this 

charge. I gave him no information at all of what date I intended to show it was. Now that we have 
shown that they must have been mistaken in the date, my friend wants at this stage to do what I submit 
was never done in the course of judicial investigation before—hear our case, get evidence showing that it 
must have heen the 18th and they must have been mistaken, and then call a witness who has already 
given evidence to produce evidence which might be fabricated, and put him now in the bos at this stage, 
with what object in the world ?

Mr. Abigail: My object is to get at the truth. It will be for your Worship to say whether this 
piece of paper has been fabricated, or whether this man did truly and honestly make a note of the date 
on a piece of paper which he has kept since.

Mr. Bull: I object to this evidence being called at this stage. I can show a conversation between 
Mr. Dacey and himself after the adjournment here on the last day, and does not your Worship see how 
dangerous this would be ?

Eis Worship : I want everything that will throw light on it.
Constable Frederick Whitehair was recalled :—

Constable h660. Mr. Abigail.] Do you produce a memorandum which you made with reference to this sand case ? 
E. 'Whitehair. Well, in reference to a man carrying a bag, yes. _ _
,——^—\ 6661. And appertaining or having relation to the evidence you gave here the other day in this case? Yes. 

15 Nov., 1897. 6662. Just produce it to his Worship ? [Witness passed Exhibit No. 34 to his Worship.]
6663. His Worship.] That is the man you saw carrying a bag at this particular place? It was reported 
that there was a man evading me in a paddock, and I asked the constable wTho it was.
6664. Was the man that you saw Quelch ? I could not say that.
6665. Mr. Abigail.] Constable Hill said that he was speaking to this man on the other side of the road 
when Quelch came over, and Whitehair immediately left after seeing a man and Hill carrying this bag of 
sand. Then your Worship remembers that you have the other evidence to clear up any doubt as to 
whether it was Quelch or not that Hill spoke to, but Quelch says it was on the 18th and not the 16th. 
[To the witness') : You deposed to seeing Constable Hill and a man on the 16th February last, carrying 
a bag of sand across the road ? No ; just talking at the gateway.
6666. And you saw the man that Hill was talking to with a bag ? Yes.
6667. Did you make an entry ? Yes.
6668. Hand that to his Worship again ? I asked Hill who this man was at a quarter to 6.
6669. You had a conversation subsequently with Hill about what you had seen ? Yes.
6670. And in consequence of that did you make this written memorandum ? On the 16th, yes.
6671. And did you make that memorandum on the day that it bears date ? Yes.
6672. What date was that ? The 16th February.
6673. Did you make that after you had spoken about the matter to Christison ? After I went home. 1
was on night duty then. _ '
6674. His Worship.] Did you show it to anybody ? Not at the time, not up till latterly.
6675. This is the memorandum you made—“ On the morning of the 16th February, 1897, Constable Hill 
stopped Senior-constable Quelch dressed in an old Water Police jumper and a felt hat, carrying a bag 
which he said contained sand for his canaries. Jones, the produce merchant’s man, also saw him coming 
out of Absalom’s paddock, supposed he was a burglar. (Signed) Frederick Whitehair, constable. Special 
constable Brewin also near at hand. F. Frederick Whitehair.”
6676. His Worship.] Did you speak to Quelch ? No, sir.
6677. Mr. Abigail.] You say you made that out on the 16th ? Yes. _
6678. On the very morning that you saw Constable Hill speaking to the man with the bag ? Yes.
6679. In Botany Road ? Yes.
6680. And you made it out after you had had a conversation with Hill? Yes.
6681. From whom you heard that the man was, as he alleged, Quelch? Yes; as he said.
6682. And you have already deposed that you had suspicions in your mind when you went on your beat 
again ? Oh no, I had no suspicions of Quelch at all.
6683. What did you say ? Of course after I saw this man I did not see Hill until a quarter to 6, but 
previous to that I heard of this man in the paddock from a night-watchman, and I thought if a robbery 
had been'reported Mr. Lawless was sure to call the men on the adjoining heats together, and I made a 
note of that to explain it.
6684. Mr. Bull.] What robbery ? There was no robbery.
6685. Mr. Abigail^] He heard from Brewin that a supposed burglar was about. Brewin did not know 
who the man was; and he heard that a man came from the paddock, and thinking that Mr. Lawless, 
hearing of the robbery, would be bound to call the men together on the adjoining beats, he made that 
note. {To the witness) : Did you have this paper witli you in the Court the other day ? Yes.
6686. You had had no previous chat with me ? No.
6687. You had not seen me in the matter, had you? No. '
6688. His Worship.] When did you hand in that report to Brennan ? Not to Brennan; I never spoke 
to Brennan about it at all. I merely wrote that for my own protection in case Mr. Lawless called me up.
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6689. Mr. Abigail.'] But if you see anything suspicious are you not supposed to report it? I only heard 
that from Hill; but afterwards, hearing it was Quelch, I did not report it. It was on Hill’s side of the * 
beat.
6690. You say it was the 16th? I have no doubt it was the 16th. _ _
6691. Now I am going to throw some light on this from the book itself. It is a thing that escaped my 
attention until I had my attention particularly drawn to it. You look upon the Duty Book during the 
week ending Saturday, 20th February, 1897; you see an entry, “ Saturday, 20th, "W. E. Quelch, senior- 
constable, charge of relief, 12 to 4 a.m.,” not 12 to 6 a.m.,” as in other cases ? Yes, I see that.
6692. You see the previous entries, from the Sunday to the Friday, inclusive, show that Quelch’s duty was 
from 12 to 6 a.m. ? Yes.
6693. What I am submitting that for is to show that if he were off at all that week he was off that day.
6694. His Worship^] It is sworn he was off both days.
6695. Mr. Abigail.] In so far as the book can help me, I submit that the only entry showing an alteration 
in the duty is that entry of the 20th, and not of the 18th.
6696. Mr. Bull^ Quelch had no conversation with you, either on the morning of the 16th or the 18th, 
had he ? In reference to this, no.
6697. Neither with regard to sand or canaries ? No.
6698. And at the time when you saw this person, whom you say was carrying a bag, you had no knowledge 
that it was Quelch ? No knowledge whatever.
6699. Not any ? No.
6700. And it was only in consequence of something that was said to you afterwards that you came to the 
conclusion that it might be Quelch? Well, I would not have come to the conclusion had 1 not asked Hill.
6701. It was only in consequence of something said to you by somebody that you came to the conclusion 
that it was Quelch ;—when did you write this ? On the 16th, between 6 and 7 in the morning.
6702. Really after you had gone off duty ? Yes.
6703. You had spoken to nobody, nor said anything to anybody with regard to this at that time? That 
it was Senior-constable Quelch—no; I never said that at all.
6704. You made no such report to anybody ? No.
6705. When was the first time that you showed this to anybody ? I could not say exactly, but it was 
this month.
6706. So you kept that in your pocket all that time ? Yes.
6707. His Worship^] But when you went off duty that morning, did you know then that it was Quelch ? 
Only from what Hill said.
6708. Did you know then it was Quelch ? Before 6 o’clock. '
6709. Mr. Bull.] “ On the morning of the 16th February, 1897, Constable Hill stopped Senior-constable 
Quelch dressed in an old Water Police jumper.” Hill told you this, of course ? Yes. .
6710. You did not observe that ? No.
6711. “And a felt hat, carrying abag, which he said”—which Quelch said—Quelch had no such conversa
tion with you ? No, none whatever—not with me.
6712. “Which he said contained sand for his canaries ’’—something which Hill told you? Just as Hill 
told it to me.
6713. “Jones, the produce merchant’s man, also saw him”—Hill told you that? No; Brewin told
me that. _
6714. “ Carrying a bag out of Absalom’s paddock, supposed he was a burglar ”—this was what some
body told you ? Yes.
6715. Where did you get this piece of paper ? At home.
6716. Was it a spare piece of paper at the time that you wrote upon it ? It was rather bigger than that. 
It is worn out.
6717. It was a waste piece of paper ? Yes.
6718. Nothing of other writing on it ? Oh, yes • there was.
6719. It was not a waste piece of paper then? Well, it was amongst a lot of old pieces of paper.
6720. Was it a waste piece of paper? Yes ; it was.
6721. It did not contain a memorandum of anything already written upon it? No.
6722. It was a piece of paper amongst a number of other pieces of paper ? Yes.
6723. And this was not written upon it? No.
6724. Has not this been cut from something else ? Yes ; I will explain that.
6725. Do not you see that there has already been writing on the piece of paper from which this has heen 
torn ? Yes.
6726. You see a capital there? Yes.
6727. Well then, your statement that this was a waste piece of paper was not true? Well, I did that 
the same morning. I will explain that.
6728. It is not true, as you said a while ago, that this was a waste piece of paper taken from amongst a
number of other papers? No. ■
6729. You say now then that this was cut from some other piece of paper on which there was writing 
already ? I wrote what was on the top as well the same morning.
6730. Well then you cut this from some other memorandum that you had made ? Of course I cut off 
the top part of it, but what was written on top, I wrote the same morning.
6731. It had no relation to this entry ? It only had relation to this -----[Interrupted.]
6732. It had no relation to this entry? Not to the sand at all.
6733. Have you the other piece of paper from which this was cut ? I could not say.
6734. Do you think you could find that anywhere ? No ; I do not. .
6735. Do you think you could if you tried ? I do not think I could.
6736. If you have in your mind what it related to, you can perhaps find it for us ? I can tell you what 
was written on it.
6737. I prefer the piece of paper ? I do not think I can find it.
6738. Did you tear it up ? I might have ; I laid it aside somewhere,
6739. It was a memorandum you made the same morning? Yes.
6740. Would it have borne some date ? The same date.
6741. You do not think you could find that piece of paper ? I do not think so. 6742.
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Constable 6742. Do you want this Court to believe that this was written on the 16th Pebruary last, all that writingF. Whitehair. on t]big piece of paper? yes.
i5NV>v*~iSQ7 6743. All that writing between those two crosses P Tes.

■’ ' 6744. Everything was written, as a fact, on the 16th ? Tes.
6745. I notice a peculiar piece of writing which you have got on this ;—“Signed Prederick Whitehair, 
Constable. Special-constable Brewin also near at hand, P. Prederick Whitehair ■-When did you write 
that ? The same morning. Of course I was only scribbling. I never intended it to be seen by anybody.
6746. M.r. Abigail.^ You say that you had written something on top of the paper first? Tes.
6747. What had it relation to ? Hill was about a quarter of an hour before his time, and I said I would 
report him for it, and I scribbled that down on this too.
6748. You were going to give an explanation of something to Mr. Bull just now ;—what was that ? Hill 
was a long way ahead of his time, and when I saw him I said, “ Hallo, you are early,” and in leaving him 
I said, “ I will have to report you for this,” and I was just scribbling this down on a piece of paper.
6749. Have you any doubt that Hill spoke to you on that morning ? I have no doubt he spoke to me.
6750. Have you any doubt that on that morning, the morning of the 16th Pebruary, 1897, Hill spoke to 
a man? Tes ; he spoke to a man.
6751. Whom he afterwards told you was Senior-constable Quelch ? Tes.
6752. Mr. Bull.'] I object to any further examination of this witness.
6753. Mis Worship.] Did Jones personally speak to you about it ? No ; I never spoke to him.
6754. Now, how did you hear on the 16th that Jones had seen him ? Brewin came to me the same 
morning, and he told me that Jones (Bath ?) had seen the man.
6755. Mr. Abigail.] That was on the 16th too ? Tes. *
6756. Now, you were on duty on the 17th and 18th ? Tes.
6757. The same week ? . Tes.
6758. Is it a fact that this occurred on the 17th or ISth ? No ; this bag of sand business occurred on 
the 16th.
6759. There can be no doubt about that? No doubt about that.
6760. His Worship^] Who mustered the watch on the morning of the 16th ? Senior-constable Quelch.
6761. Anybody else? No other constable.
6702. Mr. AbigailT] Who was at the station on the morning of the 16th ? I could not tell you that.
6763. The man in charge, I mean ? I think it was Proctor ; I am not sure.
6764. Mr. Bull.] Who mustered the relief on the morning of the 18th ? That I could not tell you.
0765. His Worship A I mean, who was present when the relief came back in the morning of the 16th— 
the men collected at the station after the beats were over ? The Senior-constable collects the men.
6766. Who was there on the morning of the 16th ? I do not think there was anybody there.
6767. Was Q.uelch there ? He takes us in from the meeting point.
6768. Pie took you in? Tes ; he came in with the relief.
6769. Mr. Bull.] Quelch said he was on duty on that morning, but not on the 18th.
6770. His Worship.] Do you recollect who was there on the 18th ? That I could not say. I never sec 
the duty books.’
6771. Mr. Abigail^] Tour memory has only been impressed with what occurred on the IGth by making 
this entry of the conversation you had, and what you saw ? That is all.
6772. And there can be no doubt that it was the 16th, can there ? No ; it was the 16th.
6773. Beyond any question or possibility of doubt, is that so? Yes.
6774. Mr. Bull^] You were on all that week? Yes ; and all that month, I fancy so.
6775. Mr. Abigail.] The fact was, that it was the peculiarity that Quelch was off duty and doing something 
not part of his duty that imjiressed it on your mind ? Well, it did.
6776. His Worship.] When did you suspect that this was sugar and not sand ? I never suspected that 
at all, your Worship.
6777. Mr. Abigail.] It is not for him to suspect it. I will show it was that.

Inspector Edmund Lawless was recalled :—
Inspector C778. Mr. Bull.] Tou know Constable Hill ? Tes.

E. Lawless. (5779 You remember some matters of report with regard to a complaint or allegation against Quelch 
trqV reference to his carrying this bag of sand? Tes. 

ov'’ ' 6780. Now, first, did Hilf make any report to you with regard to what he alleged he had seen ? I cannot 
remember the date, but I think it was on the 18th.
6781. Of what ? I think it was on the 18th of last month. It was just after the publication in Truth.
6782. Do you remember Quelch seeing you after having called upon me ? Tes.
6783. Tou have heard Quelch say that he saw me on the 18th August ? Yes.
6784. Tou were giving Quelch some advice then ? Tes.
6785. Do you remember seeing Hill the next day ? I think it was the next day.
6786. That would have been August, not last month ? Tes ; on the month after that was published in 
the paper.
6787. Mr. Dacey spoke in the House on the 17th, and the matter was published and appeared in the 
newspapers of the 18th ? Tes.
6788. Was it not in consequence of what Quelch said to you that he spoke to Hill, or that you saw Hill ? 
Hill, first of all, gave me a report.
6789. When was that? I think it was on the 18th. .
6790. Or 19th? 18th or 19th.
6791. Hill gave you a report subsequently to Quelch’s speaking to you? Tes. I read that report.
6792. Tou read that report which Hill supplied you with ? Tes, and I returned it to him, and I said, 
“ This is very indefinite ; there are no dates or anything in it, Tou had better give me another report, 
and mention the particular dates when this took place.” So I handed it back to him.
6793. Tou have not heard Hill say, but I may tell you that Hill has sworn-----  \_Interrupted] ? Of course
I was not in here.

6794.
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6794. Mr. Abigail.'] I object to a question like that. - Inspector
6795. Air. Bull.] I am going to ask if this statement is true. ^awles3-
6796. Sis Worship.] He can ask if a statement made to him bj a witness is true. 15Nov'~189T
6797. Mr. Bull.] Did Hill, as a fact, give you a report in which no dates of any description were '
mentioned P Tes. ■
6798. Tou called his attention to the report being indefinite, and fixing no dates ? Tes.
6799. If Hill says that he gave you no such report, is that statement true ? Certainly not.
6800. He did give you a report in which there was no date. What did you do with that ? I handed it 
back, and said I could not forward an indefinite statement such as that.
6801. When next did he make any report to you ? I think it was on the following evening. He then 
gave me another report in which the dates were fixed. I then spoke to Constable Whitehair.
6802. Hill then gave you, about a week afterwards, a report in which a date was mentioned ? Tes.
6803. And then you say you spoke to Whitehair? Tes. I said “ How do you fix the date? ” and he
said “ I made an entry in my book.” I said “ Where is it ? ” .
6804. Did Whitehair produce any book ? He then produced a memorandum book, and he showed me 
what appeared to me—it was dusky in the yard—1 was standing in the door of the station, and he said 
“ here it is ”—and it appeared to be written in rather large characters in the book, but not one word was 
said about a piece of paper.
6805. Do you mean a pocket-book ? Tes ; generally constables carry a pocket-book.
6806. A note book? Tes.
6807. Did Whitehair in any conversation that he had with you produce such a piece of paper as is
produced to-day, or make reference to it in any way ? No. I may say that previous to my giving 
evidence I had spoken to the Commissioner while Hill was giving evidence. .
6808. Was it anything like that which Whitehair produced ? No; I never saw that paper. ■
6809. This is the first time you have seen that piece of paper. [Exhibit No. 34.] ? Tes. .
6810. And when making the remark to you he certainly made no allusion to a piece of paper like that ?
No.
6811. And showed you a book in which you saw there was some entry, and it was dusk ? Tes. I made
a remark to the Superintendent ----- [Interrupted?^ ■
6812. When did you make that remark ? In reference to Hill’s report, I stated that I had handed him 
back his report in the first instance, that it was not definite enough, and I got another.
6813. There is no doubt about this, this is the very first time that ever you have heard Whitehair say, or 
produce such a piece of paper as is produced there ? Certainly. .
6814. Were you in Court the other day when he was being examined? No ; I think not.
6815. Of course you have appreciated long before now that these charges against Quelch are as much an 
attack against the administration of the Police Department at Eedfern as against Quelch ?
6816. Mr. Abigail?] I object to this question. This has nothing whatever to do with this Commission, or
the text of it. . ‘
6817. Sis Worship.] I certainly thought you had intimated that all along.
6818. Mr. Bull.] Tou were here, were you not, when Mr. Abigail, in the initiation of this Commission,
made the distinct statement that, in addition to an attack upon Quelch’s honesty and veracity, they also 
intended to attack the administration of the Department at Kedfern. .
6819. Mr. Abigail.] I did not say that. I said that it was to enter into the want of subordination in the
Eedfern Police Porce in particular. 1
6820. Mr. Bull?] Is not that the administration of Mr. Lawless’ division? [Witness]: Which I may
say has been the outcrop of this inquiry. There has been greater disorganisation than ever I had seen :
before. There seems to be a sort of agitation going on among the men which I cannot stop.
6821. Is it not a fact that since this inquiry began, and many of these men have been called, they have 
taken more “side” than before? I never knew them take “side” before. This has been a most imper
tinent inquiry on one side, and, as far as I can see, a religious inquiry, and I make no doubt about it.
6822. Mr. Abigail.] Now I want the meaning in full of your last observation that this is a religious 
inquiry ;—what do you mean by it ;—under what instructions or upon what facts have you been 
influenced in coming to such a ridiculous conclusion ? Because I find that the principal complainants—
the principal men who have given evidence in this—appear to be of different religious opinions. ■ ■
6823. What are they—Wesleyans, or what ? No ; they are not.
6824. What are they ? As far as my information goes they are Catholics.
6825. What sort of Catholics are they ? They call them Homan Catholics.
6826. What is Quelch ? I believe Quelch is a Protestant.
6827. And what is Lambert ? I believe Lambert is a Protestant.
6828. Then you see the religious fervour has not reached Lambert, because he is a Protestant and Quelch 
is a Protestant;—what religion is Hill, Mr. Lawless ? I do not know.
6829. Is he not a Protestant ? He goes to the Catholic Church, I am told. I do not know whether he
is a Protestant or not. i
6830. Mr. Bull.] He is a Protestant turned Catholic. -
6831. Air. Abigail.] Is he not the son of a Protestant clergyman ? He may be. .
6832. Do not be in a hurry to get away? Well, sir, I am not in a hurry at all.
6833. Now, what is Whitehair ? I believe he is a Catholic.
6834. Now, do you not know that he is a Protestant ? I do not. '
6835. Do you know him to be a Catholic ? I believe him to be a Catholic.
6836. What reason have you to believe him to be a Catholic ? I believe there is an entry in tie book to
that effect. '
6837. Did you turn it up ? No ; I have not turned it up. .
6838. Tou have simply come to the conclusion that there is a good deal of sectarian interest in this 
inquiry, simply from the fact that so many of your subordinate constables are against the senior officer ?
Tes.
6839. I suppose you will admit that a Eoman Catholic is as capable of telling the truth as a Protestant, 
or even as an Orangemen ? Certainly.
6840. Is this man Quelch an Orangeman ? I do not know.
6841. Do you not know it, sir? No.
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Inspector 6842. And are you not assisting to fan this sectarian feeling? I do not know he is an Orangeman, he E. Lawless. may be . possibiy he is.
15Nov^l897 Bull-] He is not an Orangeman.

’’ ' 6844. His Worship.] We will have no more of this sectarian business.
6845. Mr. Abigail.] What is Senior-serjeant Bell ? I do not know.
6846. Is not he a Protestant ? He says so. _
6847. Do you not believe him to be a Protestant ? I do not know. I do not know anything about his 
belief.
6848. But you say you believe so-and-so to be Boman Catholics ? I am allowed to believe what I like.
6849. Won’t you mention your belief about Senior-serjeant Bell? I do not know.
6850. Are you so timid about your belief, simply because he comes here and says you are a liar ? Ho.
6851. Is that the reason why you are so timid or so - fearful in coming to an opinion about Senior- 
serjeant Bell’s religious belief ? I do not know. I do not know anything about his religious belief.
6852. What are you ? I am a Church of England Protestant, but I do not attend the Church of England.
6853. You are a Church of England Protestant, but never attend church ? I generally go with my wife 
to the Wesleyan.
6854. You are frequently called upon to defend your subordinate officers ? Yes.
6855. And it frequently happens that the oaths of policemen are assailed on the grounds of untruthful
ness ? Yes.
6856. And you defend them? Yes.
6857. And you do it irrespective of their religious beliefs, do you not? Certainly.
6858. How, as a matter of fact, you know Mr. Duncan, the Herald reporter ? 1 do. _
6859. Did you not tell him this : that you personally never recommended a Homan Catholic for promotion,
and never would? I never said such a word, because I have done it, and the man himself gave evidence 
to that effect in this Court, Senior-constable Corcoran. I gave him as good a recommendation as I could 
give to anyone. .
6860. Is the question of religion ever inquired into in matters of this kind ? Hever.
6861. And who told you in this inquiry anything to justify you in coming to the conclusion that there 
was some sectarian bitterness in this inquiry ? Hobody has told me.
6862. So it is just from your own observation ? I have formed that opinion.
6863. Mr. Bull.] Is Mr. Dacey a Protestant ? I do not know.
6864. Is it not a fact that most of the publicans out there in your division who complained with regard
to Quelch’s conduct are Koman Catholics ?-----
6865. His Worship.] I think the police under their rules are not allowed to belong to the society of 
Orangemen? To no political society, but to a benefit society.
6866. Mr. Abigail.] It is a fact is it not, that the majority of the publicans in your division who make 
complaint with regard to Quelch, and in fact the two publicans who are mentioned in the charges here 
with regard to Quelch’s adopting certain disguises, are of the nationality or religion that you speak of, 
Roman Catholics ? I could not say.
6867. Heither of them are.

Constable Erederick Robinson was recalled :—
Constable 6868. Mr. Bull.] Are you a first-class constable ? Ho, an ordinary constable.

P. Robinson. 6869. You know Constable Hill ? Yes.
6870. And I understand that recently you had a conversation with Hill with reference to this charge 

15Nov.,1897. which is made against Quelch with respect to a bag of sand ? It was two or three months ago that I
had the conversation. _
6871. Where was it that you had the conversation ? It was in front of Hill’s house in Phillip-street.
6872. How did the conversation come about? Constable Connor had been sent down to me with some 
message, and Hill came outside on the footpath, and then this subject cropped up.
6873. And you had a conversation with Hill about it. Tell us if you can remember precisely what the 
nature of the conversation was that you had with Hill ? Yes. I can remember it precisely as I made a 
note of a portion of the conversation at the very time.
6874. Have you got a note-book with you ? I have, with the note that I made at the time.
6875. Where is your note-book. I understand that you write shorthand, do you not? Yes.
6876. Can you tell us without referring to that? Yes, I see it is on Monday, the 23rd August last, at 
10T5 a.m., he said that he had helped Senior-constable Quelch with the sand, to put it on his back or 
some way or other, and that he felt the sand, and it felt—his words were, “ it felt like sand.” It felt 
like two bags, one inside the other, and it did feel like sand., Well, I jocularly said to him, “How, 
remember you are on your oath, will you swear that it was not sugar ?”
6877. You commenced a cross-examination ? Yes ; just in fun.
6878. Have you ever had a suspicion in your life with regard to this being sugar ? Hot the slightest.
6879. Go on ? Hill replied, “ Yes; 1 swear it was not sugar, for it felt like sand.”
6880. Well, do you remember, will you kindly read the note that you have made of that ? The note 
that I have in my book is—“ Monday, 23rd August, he said he felt bag of sand that Quelch had, and it 
felt like a bag of sand, and like two bags, one inside the other. Constable Connor was present. This 
was at Hill’s house, at 10‘15 a.m.”
6881. That is the whole of that entry ? That is all that I entered at the time.
6882. Had you any conversation with Hill with any relation at all to this matter? Well, yes ; I have
had other conversation with him. _
6883. In any of these conversations which you have had with him has he ever insinuated or said-----
[Interrupted] ? I have a note.
6884. Have you got a note there of some other conversation ? I have.
6885. Give us the date of that;—in any conversation that you had with Hill since, has he asserted 
that this was sugar, and not sand ? Ho ; he did not say for certain that it was not sugar ; but he said a 
few nights ago almost the same thing—that it “felt like sand.”
6886. When did he say that ? A few nights ago.
6887. Mr. Abigail.] Do you make notes of every conversation you have with everybody else ? I 
frequently make notes.

‘ 6888.
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6888. Can you turn up in your note-book a note you have made of a conversation you have had with any 
other constable about something independent of your duty;—you have got a shorthand note there, and 
you can write shorthand ? I have notes I have made conversing with several constables.
0880. Mr. Bull.'] Turn up any one note, just an indiscriminate entry.
6890. Mr. Abigail.] Can you remember making a note of any other conversation of any other police 
officer or any civilian except on matters appertaining to your duty ? I cannot recollect anything at present.
6891. How long have you had that book ? I have only had this book a few months.
6892. How many months—six months ? Two or three months.
6893. What is the date of the first entry, and the date of the last entry ? In this book. I have notes 
made at the beginning of the year.
6894. What is the last ? But those notes are not in this book.
6895. I want to know the date of the first entry and the last entry in that book ? The first entry in 
reference to this ease P
6896. The first entry in that book ? Is the 23rd August.
6897. Give me the date of the first entry on page 1 of the hook ? These are all private matters.
6898. When was that written on the first page of that book ? I cannot say. They are the names of 
people that I had to take for riotous behaviour, and so forth.
6899. Well, when does it refer to ? There is not any date here. There is.“ Thomas Smith, 11, Georce- 
street, Waterloo.”
6900. What is that? That is the 21st November, 1889, but that is nothing with reference to the police
business. ,
6901. There is the 29th April, 1897 ? Tes. .
6902. I presume you are still using it ? Tes.
6903. I will see if Mr. Garlick can can read the entry you have just read. Otherwise I will not admit it. 
Mr. Garlick, will you kindly read this P
6904. Mr. John Garliclc, L.8.W., Vic., {Sworn Shorthand Writer to the Commission) read:—“Monday, 23rd
August. He said he felt bag of sand that Quelch had, and it felt like a bag of sand, and like two bags, 
one.inside the other. Constable Connor was present. This was at Hill’s house at 10T5 a.m.” ’
6905. Mr. Abigail^ Were you as friendly with Quelch on the 25th August as you were with Hill ? I 
have never been friendly with Senior-constable Quelch.
6906. Why did you make a note of this ? I have made notes of different matters—for no particular 
reason.
6907. And yet you cannot show me an entry you have made outside your official 'duties of any other
occurrence ? I think not. "
6908. When did you tell Quelch this ? He did not know this until I handed him my evidence in writing
to give to Mr. Bull. &
6909. Did he ask you for it ? He did not. •
6910. And although you were not on friendly terms with him you actually handed him your written 
evidence so that he could give it to Mr. Bull ? Tes.
6911. When did you do that ? When this inquiry started.
6912. Since the inquiry started ? Tes.
6913. Why did you, on the 25th August, if you had no suspicion in your mind that it was not sand, why 
did you jokingly and facetiously put Hill on his oath, and say, “ Will you swear it was not sugar ”? I 
cannot give any reason.
6914. Did not you want to make out, as all the other policemen in the district wanted to make out, that 
it was sugar, and not sand ? No.
6915. In putting that question to Hill were not you influenced by the common rumour that this was 
sugar, and that Quelch had taken it from Pogson’s ? I never heard any rumour at all.
6916. Sou only did that as a joke ? Tes.
6917. Why did you not say “ tea,” “ rice,” or “ flour”? Because sugar and sand are something similar.
6918. And it is very difficult to tell t’other from which, is it not, when you are feeling through three 
bags? No.
6919. Have you ever tried it ? Tes.
6920. Tou have been in trouble, too, haven’t you P No.
6921. Did you not have to refund 5s.;—did you not ever get a 5s. fine which you alleged you had paid to

Constable 
F. Robinson.

loNov.,1897.

6922. When you were asked for the fine did not you deny that you had received it? I did not.
6923. Did not you afterwards, wffien McIntosh said he saw you take it, suddenly remember you took it, 
and say you had handed it to Castle ? I did not.
6924. Did not you say you handed it to Mr. Underwood ? I said Mr. Underwood first of all.
6925. Did not he deny, and then did you not have to refund it ? I did have to refund it because the 
mistake was on my part.
6926. Mr. Bull.] Underwood is not the clerk now ? No.
6927. He left shortly after ? He had to leave shortly after.

Constable G. H. Edwards was recalled : —
6928. Mr. Bull.] Tou know Constable Hill ? Tes.
6929. Do you remember Wednesday, the 27th of last month? Tes. ,
6930.. Do you remember having a conversation with Hill, or his making some statement to you ? 5Tes, 
he said something to me.
6931. Where was that that he said that to you ? Out in the yard.
6932. Out in this yard here (Central Police Court Tard) ? Tes.
6933. What was it Hill said to you? He said that possibly Quelch might want me to swear that I was 
left m charge of Pogson’s shop.
6934 I want your Worship to take particular notice' of this. {To the witness.) : Hill said to you that 
possibly Quelch might want you to swear that you were left in charge of Pogson’s shop, and that, of 
course, he knew you were-not, and you wouid tell the truth and say you ivere not? I said I do not 
thmk Quelch would ask me to swear any such lie.
6935. Had Quelch at that time insinuated or asKed anything of the sort ? He never mentioned the case 
to me at all. /•non

Constable 
G. H. 
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6936. Has it been said from first to last that Quelch did leave you in charge of Pogson’s store ? That is 
the first I heard of it.

A 6937. Showing the interest which Hill had in the matter, that is what he suggested to you ? Yes.
15 Nov 1897 6938- He thought it might be possible that Quelch might ask you to swear that, a lie—something which 

’ Hill himself knew to be a lie ? Yes. _
6939. He suggested that Quelch might ask you to swear that lie ? Yes.
6940. And did he ask you to tell the truth with respect to that? Yes.
6941. And the truth would have been that you were not so left? Yes ; I was not left.
6942. His Worship.'] At the time Lambert was there ? ... .
6943. Mr. Suit.] I suppose so. (To the witness.) : Did you say this to Hill;—did you tell him that you 
would not tell a downright lie like that for any man ? Yes ; not even for my brother, I said.
6944. And did you also tell him that you were perfectly certain that Quelch would not ask you to do any
such thing ? Yes. _ _ _
6945. Was that during this inquiry, after this Commission began? Yes. I think it was the first day. 

Note:—His Worship asked Inspector Cotter to see Constable Whitehair and ask him for the
note-book which Inspector Lawless stated that Whitehair had shown him. After inquiring of Constable 
Whitehair, Inspector Cotter informed his Worship that Constable Whitehair stated that Mr. Lawless 
must have been mistaken, and that he had never made an entry in a note-book, but that the entry which 
was shown to Inspector Lawless was that on the piece of paper produced in the Commission. \JE%hibit 
No. 34]. .
6946. Mr. Dacey.] Did Mr. Quelch ask you .for this note that you handed him with regard to the 
conversation you had with Hill;—you have handed in a statement here to Mr. Bull, written? Yes.
6947. How did you come to do thatdid Quelch ask you for it ? Ho ; he did not ask me for it.
6948. Then you gave it spontaneously ? Yes.
6949. You are taking no interest in this matter ? No. _
6950. You have had several conversations with Quelch? Well, I have had one or two conversations 
with him, such as they were, and I will tell you what they were for, to get certain dates.
6951. Before this inquiry started, with reference to the evidence you were to give ? Never with regard
to any evidence. '

. 6952. Will you swear in that box that you did not have a conversation with Quelchhave you the
" effrontery to stand before me and say that you did not have a conversation with Quelch before this

inquiry started with regard to the nature of your evidence ? No ; not with regard to the evidence. I 
never arranged with Quelch or anyone as to what evidence I should give. . _
6953. You did not state you did not know on which side you were to give evidence on ? I might have
stated that to some of the men ; I would not swear that. _
6954. You said it to some of the men ? I have no recollection. I might have done. Everybody was 
talking about the case when it came on first, and I might have said so. I do not deny it.
6955. His Worship.]' You mean to say you did not know on which side you were to be called ? I did 
not say any such thing, but it might have meant that.
6956. Mr. Bull.] You really did not know which side was going to call you ? No.
6957. Mr. Dacey.] You did not know which side you were going to give evidence on ?
6958. Mr. Bull.) You are subpoeanaed by both sides ? Yes.
6959. Since this inquiry commenced, and whilst the inquiry has been sitting, have you seen Mr, Dacey 
outside speaking to the witnesses ? Well, I have seen him talking to some of the men.
6960. Some who were called and some who were to be called ? Yes.
6961. I do not say there is any harm in it, but it only shows that conversations are carried on. Are you 
certain that you never said to Mr. Dacey that you did not know in whose favour to give evidence ? I do

. not remember saying that to Mr. Dacey.
6962. I suppose Mr. Dacey has importuned you like he has all the other police officers ? -----
6963. Mr. Dacey.] He has not. _
6964. Mr. Bull.] Do you remember a conversation with Mr. Dacey on the Sunday before this inquiry 
commenced with regard to the evidence you were going to give ? Yes.
6965. Where was that ? That was in Bedfern-street.
6966. He saw you and spoke to you whilst you were on your beat ? Yes.
6967. The 17th of last month—October ? Somewhere thereabouts ; it was last month.
6968. Well, perhaps you will tell us what transpired between you and Mr. Dacey then ; did he make some 
reflection or some insinuation against your statement at that time and ask you how you were going to give 
your evidence, and whether you were going to be a friendly witness or not ? I remember him saying he 
thought I was going to be a friendly witness, and my answer was that I was partial to neither side, and I 
was going to speak the truth whether it was for or against.
6969. Did not he tell you that he was informed that you would be a friendly witness—friendly, of course,
meant a witness against Quelch ? I do not know whether he said he was informed or not. I would not 
be certain as to that. _
6970. Do you remember some gesticulation of Mr. Dacey’s, tapping his chest in some demonstrative way,
and making a statement to you—I mean with regard to what you were going to say ? [ Witness did not
answer.] _
6971. His Worship.] Do you recollect anything? I do not recollect that, your Worship.
6972. Mr. Dacey.] Do you remember on the Sunday in question my telling you that all I wanted you to 
do was .to speak the truth ? Yes, Mr. Dacey.
6973. Mr. Bull.] That is all you have done ? What ?
6974. Told the truth ? That is all 1 am doing as far as I can.
6975. I think I got from Whitehair this fact. I do not want to call evidence upon the matter if your 
Worship remembers it. I think Whitehair has admitted that he made no report that morning at the 
police-station. I am doing exactly wdiat Mr. Abigail has done on one or two occasions. I want to get 
from your Worship whether you are satisfied up till now that Whitehair made no report of the matter 
before 6 o’clock that morning, or at 6 o’clock ?
6976. His Worship.] He stated himself he did not.
6977. Mr. Bull.] Has he not said to-day that he spoke to nobody about it until somewhere about 7 o’clock 
and after that conversation he wrote something down ?
6978. His Worship^] Yes. *
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Senior-constable W. E. Quelch, was recalled:—
6979. I do not want to go over the ground with regard to whether this was the 16th, or 18th ; hut I want ®eni°vi
you to speak with regard to the days in addition to the 18th when you were off duty ? On the morning w^Quelch 
of the 3rd August, 1897, I went off duty to the Summons Court. I had a lady named Mrs. Murphy *
summoned under the new order for keeping her shop open. On Tuesday, the 3rd August, 1897, I went is Nov., 1897. 
off duty at 4 o’clock to attend the Summons Court.
6980. Tou mean 4 in the morning ? Tes.
6981. What is the entry with regard to that ? lam booked up to 6 a.m.
6982. Mr. Abigail.'] We will admit that there are inaccuracies in the book.
6983. Mr. Bull.] I may tell my friend that we have taken from the books,—I have here in red ink, taken 
from the books, these absolute instances of the inaccuracies of the entries where officers who have been 
told off early in the morning are still entered up to certain hours, and I will give evidence of this unless 
my friend admits it. [Exhibit No. 33.]
6984. Mr. Abigail.] I will admit all that.
6985. Witness.] On the 16th May, 1897, I was booked off at 3 o’clock in the morning but was on duty 
till 6. I was the only senior-constable out.
6986. Mr. Bull.] Actuallytheonly senior-constable on duty? Tes, in May, this year. There it is, Sunday,
16th day of May, 1897, “ Charge of relief 12 to 3 a.m.” I was on duty until 6 o’clock that morning. I 
was the only senior-constable out. I have another entry here where a constable is booked off to the 
Police Court on a Sunday morning. [Exhibit No. 33 was then handed in.]
6987. Mr. Bull.] All that is evidence to show that at any rate these books cannot be relied upon.
6988. Mr. Abigail.] That ends the main charges with this exception, I want to recall Constable McIntosh 
with regard to a conversation—we were only instructed about this this morning—with regard to a 
conversation he had with Quelch on this point: Tour worship will remember that Coghlan has sworn that 
on that first day, Monday or Tuesday that Quelch came in, he was shown all round the place and was told 
to keep an eye on it and Quelch has sworn that that is not so. Constable McIntosh, I am instructed, will 
swear that Quelch told him that morning that he was told to keep an eye on the place.
6989. Eis Worship.] Very well.
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Charge No. 6 (continued).
Constable John McIntosh was recalled :—

6990. Mr. Abigail.] I want you to take your memory back to the night of the attempted robbery on Constable
“ Myall House.” I think you gave evidence in that case ? Tes. J. McIntosh.
6991. Tou were on duty outside ? Tes, I was. /—
6992. Did Quelch meet you that night ? Tes. 15Nov., 1897.
6993. What time P Between twenty minutes and ten minutes to 9.
6994. What did he say to you ? I reported “ All right ” to him. I met him at the corner of Pitt and 
Cleveland streets, and he said that the G-overnment store had been broken into, and he said, “ Do you 
know where ‘ Myall House’ is ?” I said “ Tes.” “ Well,” he said, “ Eound at the back of that.” 1 said,
“ I did not know there was a store there,” and he said, “ Por all the years that I have been in Eedfern I 
did not know myself until a few days ago, until I was shown over it.” And then I went up with him to 
the place.
6995. Did he tell you that Coghlan had told him to keep an eye on it ? He did not say that to me.
6996. What did he say ? He just simply said he did not know the place was there until he was shown 
over it.
6997. Did he tell you that Coghlan, the clerk there, had told him to watch the place when he was there
the previous Monday ? No, he did not say that. ‘
6998. Did he say that he had been there the previous Monday ? He said that he had been shown over it.
6999. Now, Quelch swears.that he never was shown over it.
7000. Mr. Bull.] Quelch swore that he was never taken upstairs in that place. He swears that from 
where he was standing certain articles were pointed out to him.
7001. Eis Worship.] He did not tell you that he was asked to keep a watch ? No, he did not say that 
to me ; he said he was shown over it.
7002. Mr. Bull] Do you know that there was a report at the Eedfern Station, “ Stolen, between midnight, 
the 31st ultimo, and 8 a.m., the 1st instant ’’—which means 1st January, 1892,—“ from ‘ Myall House’ ”
-----  [Interrupted] ? I was not in the police for years after then.

Charge No. 11.
“ Drunkenness in the Eedfern Police Station.”
Constable John Cubitt was called and sworn :—

7003. Mis Worship.] What is your name ? John Cubitt. Constable
7004. What are you? Constable. J. Cubitt.
7005. Stationed at Eedfern ? Tes. ^—s
7006. Mr. Abigail.] Do you remember the 14th November this year, about 5‘40 p.m., having your atten- 15Nov., 1897.
tion called by a civilian to Senior-constable Quelch whilst on duty—by Mr. Spearman ? I remember the
occurrence, but I do not remember the date. ■
7007. Did a Mr. Spearman call your attention to Senior-constable Quelch ? He did.
7008. Tell us what was said and what you saw. •
7009. Mr. Bull] I object to anything that Spearman said to this man if Quelch was not there.
7010. Mr. Abigail.] Spearman pointed out Quelch to you? He was not close beside us.
7011. Mr. Bull.] Could Quelch hear a word that was said ? No.
7012. Mr. Abigail.] Tour attention was called to Quelch ? Tes.
7013. And a complaint made about his state, was it not ? Tes ; I was coming down Eedfern-street, I 
think, to the best of my belief, at that time, and Spearman was standing on the opposite side of the street.
7014. Eis Worship] Who is Spearman ?
7015. Mr. Abigail] A resident there.

7016.
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701G. 2Ur. Bull.] An ex-policeman and an ex-publican P He said, “Hullo,” or “ Hi, Cubitt, do you see
Q.uelch drunk?” I made no reply. I saw the senior-constable walking ahead of me, along the Eedfern 

. Park fence in the street.
’ 7017. Along Eedfern-street ? Tes.

7018. 3fr. Abigail.] Near the Park ? Tes. '
7019. Did you go over to him and talk to him ? I kept my own side of the street to, I think it was, 
opposite Mr. White’s, the baker, to the best of my belief. I reported to him.
7020. Did you notice his state P I did. •
7021. Was there any justification for Spearman’s complaint ? Well, in my opinion, he might have had a 
glass.
7022. Was he hanging, clinging to the fence when you saw him ? No; he was not. Ho wras walking along.
7023. His Worship.] Was he on duty? On duty.
7024. Mr. Abigail.] Tell me this :—He was your senior-constable on that beat ? He was.
7025. And he was on duty ? He was.
7020. And you say, in your opinion, he had had a glass—that is the way you put it ? Tes.
7027. And you reported to him what Spearman had said, did you not P I did not.
7028. How did you report it to him ;—-what do you mean by reporting it to him ? I reported my duty as 
“All correct.”
7029. And was it then that you noticed that he had had a glass ? Tes ; I thought that.
7030. Why did you think so ? Well, I formed an opinion.
7031. Prom what you saw of him—from your observation of him ? Tes.
7032. And from your conversation with him ? I had no conversation with him. I reported, “ All right.”
7033. He never answered you ? Tes, certainly.
7034. Tou did have some conversation with him ? That is all.
7035. And from your conversation and your observation of him you concluded that he had had a glass ? 
He said, “ All right, Cubitt.” That was all the conversation.
7036. Mr. Bull.] He said, “ All right, Cubitt ” ? Or words to that effect, Mr. Bull.
7037. Mr. Abigail.] Did you see him up at the police station afterwards? I did at 0 o’clock.
7038. What state was he in then ? He was sitting down.
7039. Was he crying? Tes; he was sobbing.
7040. He was still on duty ? Well, they were going off at 6 o’clock.
7041. Up till that time he was on duty ? Tes.
7042. And in his uniform ? Tes.
7043. And sitting down sobbing? Well, going off at G o’clock.
7044. Did Spearman come to the station when you were there ? He did not.
7045. Did Margoschis, the pawnbroker, come to the station at the time you were there ? He did not. 
704G. Mr. Bull.] What time wmuld this be ? G p.m.
7047. Mr. Abigail.] Was Sergeant Houlahan there ? Tes.
7048. Was Constable Moore there? Well, I did not observe Constable Moore. .
7049. Was Constable Edwards there ? Tes ; he went off on the relief with me.
7050. Were Constables Eidley and McSweeney there? They might be ; I could not say.
7051. Was Sergeant Vane there? He was.
7052. Did you hear any conversation with Sergeant Vane and anybody else? I did not.
7053. Did yon not hear somebody (one of the officers) say, “ Hallo, what’s up with Quelch,” and did not 
Vane say, “ Oh, it’s all right, poor fellow; his wife is dead” ? I did not hear the remark.
7054. Mr. Bull.] Tou did not hear Vane say, “ All right; his wife is dead” ? I did not.
7055. Mr. Abigail.] Was Quelch not only sobbing, but boohooing, as a man would when drunk ? I did 
not hear boohooing. It was a low crying and sobbing.
705G. He w’as sitting down, with his head like that [indicating], sobbing ? I did not take particular
notice of it, because we were going off duty, and I got “ Eight turn; dismiss,” and I took no particular
notice. .
7057. How long have you been in the Force ? About eight years in New South Wales.
7058. Anywhere else ? Tes.
7059. Where? The city of Glasgow, Scotland.
7060. How long ? Very nearly three years.
70G1. In the whole of your police service have you ever seen a senior police constable before in the state' 
in which you saw Quelch, sitting down in the police station with his uniform on, and sobbing like a child ? 
Well, I might not know the circumstances of the case.
7062. Have you ever seen it before in your life ? I did not know the circumstances.
7063. Mr. Bull.] Tou do not fix this date that my friend has given you, the 14th Pebruary ? I do 
not remember the date. I remember the occurrence, but I did not make any note of the date.
7064. Tou did not write anything in a pocket-book or up your sleeve dr on a spare piece of paper ? I 
did not.
7065. Do you know whether it was known in the station at that time that Mrs. Quelch was ill ? Tes, I 
knew it; he had a lot of trouble at home.
/066. Did you know as a fact that at that very time, not only was she (Mrs. Q.uelch) almost at the 
point of death, but that a child of his was also very ill ? Tes,
/06/. Do you know that at this very present moment, and during the time that this inquiry is going on, 
every day possibly means Mrs. Quelch’s death—a repetition of an old illness ? I know she is ill.
7068. Tou know she is dangerously ill? Tes, and she was seriously ill at that time.
.•069. I suppose if a communication was given a man during the night when he was on duty that she was 
v. oroe than usual, and probably would not live till morning, it might have some effect on him ? It might. 
/0/0. it would, certainly, with a man who is fond of his wife ;—it would trouble you ? .Tes.
7071. Mr. Abigail.] Would you fly to drink ? I cannot say.
70/2. Mr. Bull.] Tou heard the question put to you by Mr. Abigail;—was he hanging on to the fence, 
clinging to it ? He was not.
7073. From the morning that you saw Quelch, when Spearman, spoke to you, and during the whole of 
that morning, was there any approach to anything of that sort ¥ He was walking along the street.

7074.
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7074. As if sober ? On bis duty.
/07o. And when you met him and reported to him he intelligently took your report and gave you an 
intelligent answer ? And walked away.
7076. Was he near his home at that time? No, he was not; he was nearer to the station.
7077. But his home is only a very short distance from the station ? Tes.
70/ 8. Tou do not know whether that very morning, between 4 o’clock and 6 o’clock, a report had been 
sent him in regard to the danger of his wife’s life ? No; he may have got it.
/079. At any rate, it was a well-known fact and circumstance in the case that for weeks before she had 
been so ill that she might die any day ? Tes; she was dangerously ill at that time.
7080. Do you know as a fact, that one of his children, his eldest daughter, is now lingering and has been 
ill tor months, and possibly may die to-day ? Tes, I know that.
/081. Is it not a fact that that sort of trouble has been over Quelch for some time ? Tes.
7082. Mr. jLbigail.~\ That will do. When you have trouble may you have a friend.
7083. Mr. Tou have trouble now, your wife is very ill? Tes.

Constable 
J. Cubitt.

J5 Nov., 1897.

Sergeant Thomas Yane was recalled :—
7084. Mr. Abigail.] Do you remember the 14th February last ? I remember it.
7085. Do you remember your attention being called to Senior-constable Quelch’s state whilst in uniform
and on duty at the police station, and it was alleged that he was drunk, and your attention was called 9 
No, he was not. ’
7086. It was alleged ? Nobody called my attention to him.
7087. Did you see him there ? I saw him there, yes. ,
7088. Was he crying ? I was on reserve that afternoon and Sergeant Houlahan -just relieved me and the 
relief came in, Senior-constable Harrison, I believe.
7089. What time was this ? G o’clock.
7090. In the afternoon ? Tes.
709!. Well? He came in with the relief and went round in the dock and put his head down on the' 
rails or the dock and began crjmg.
7092. And did not somebody say to you, “ Hallo, what’s up with Quelch ; look at him ?” No ; there was 
2nA^>neT?r ^ reco^ec^ sP°ke ; we all looked at him. "We did not know what was the matter with him
7093. Was not your attention called to it Sergeant Yane, and did not you say, “ Oh. his wife is dead; he
has ]ust heard his wife is dead, poor fellow ” ? I did say that. We all looked at him, and I said “ I 
suppose his wife is dead.” .

somebody sa7 “ Why ! he’s drunk ” ? No, there was no one mentioned such a thing.
/09o. And did not he say then that he had taken an overdose of laudanum for neuralgia ? No he never 
spoke. °
7096. After that you left ? I left him there with Sergeant Houlahan.
7097. Did Margoschis come in and report the occurrence afterwards ? Not while I was there
7098. Did not he meet you in the street and report it to you ? No, I never saw him ; I was in the 
station all that afternoon.
7099. Just think again When you were off duty, on your way home, did not Margoschis see you about 
Que ch and say he had seen him in the street drunk in his uniform, and he was a disgrace ? I do not 
recollect seeing Margoschis.
7100. Did not you say to Margoschis, “ It is all right. His senior officers have seen him, and you need 
not make a complaint ? I do not recollect seeing Margoschis.

^°u will not admit that you saw Margoschis and had a conversation with him about tbe matter? 
rL0 Seei,nS a*6 marl that da7 at alL 1 klle'v hc had had a lot of trouble, and we all
that day ^ WaS and his wife was dead. He had been complaining about his head

7102. Are you sure it was not pains in tbe stomach he was talking about, and not pains in his head ? I 
did not see him at all that day.
7103. Did you not see him going out on duty at 2 o’clock ? Oh, yes.
7104. And then you did not speak to him since ? No.
!i!03q!1O^ ru lookYPon thf duty-book for the week ending 15th February, 1895, and the entry Friday, 
the 14th llebruary, 1896, and you see Senior-constable Quelch was in charge of the relief from 6 till 
10 a.m. and from 2 to 6 p.m. on that day? Yes, Harrison was out with him.
7106._ Mr. Bull.] It matters little when it was, whether it was this year or last year, but vou remember 
the circumstance ? Tes. j > «
7107. Mr. Abigail.] Since February, 1896.
7£10S'i-Y It was’ 1 .suPPose> the circumstance that whilst Quelch was in the station at the time
of relief at b m the evening, there is no doubt in the world about it he was crving ? Tes, he was 
crying. J b ’
7109. And making, what my friend has asked the last witness, a drunken boo-hoo in the station ? No, 
he walken in as well as the rest of the relief, and when he came in he laid down his head and started 
crying.
7110. And when he walked in he put his head on his arm, so, and started cryino- ? Tes.
7111. Were you there when he came in ? Tes. 13 '
7112. 'Would you say that Quelch ivas in any sense drunk ? No, he was not drunk.

aPPear ^ y°u that ,le was even under the influence of liquor? I never had the slightest 
thought about that. • When I saw Mm tbe thought struck me that bis wife might be dead, and that was 
his trouble. * ’
7114 Do you know that his wife had then been ill for weeks, dangerously ill, so ill as to be near death? 
les, l know he had been up with her night and day for weeks.
711o. Is it a fact that on the 27th, 28th, and 29th he had actually been off duty, sick himself, in conse
quence of his continuous attendance upon Mrs. Quelch ? Tes ; I knew he had been suffering from bis

Sergeant 
X. Yane.

15Nov., 1897.

‘'jdd' Salf the 2Gtb’ the wllole of the 27th, and 28th, and 29th of Januarv last year ? Yes 
711/. Tou were his superior officer for some time ? Tes. ' 7118.
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7118. And you were also doing duty with him as a senior-constable;—do you not know that he frequently 
complained of his head ? At that time he did.
7119. In the early part of last year ? Yes.
7120. And also of an inflammation of the bowels; almost a chronic inflammation of the bowels ? I could
not say anything about it. _
7121. Do you remember this;—do you know this as a fact, that the police doctor ordered some special 
head dress or hat which Quelch was to wear to relieve the aches and pains in his head ? Yes; I recollect 
that.
7122. You know he wore that for some time ? Yes.
7123. Have you ever seen him drunk on duty ? No ; I have not. That was the only time that I ever
saw anything approaching the influence of drink. _ _
7124. The only time you ever saw anything on his part through which people might say he was approaching 
the influence of drink ? Yes.
7125. And that, when he has had very long duty—special duty P Yes.
7126. At any rate, you say that when he came in at 6 o’clock, he came in as right as anybody else ? I 
would not have noticed him had he not laid his head on the rail and begun crying.
7127. Mr. Abigail^ The station is only about two minutes’ walk from his house ? About that.
7128. And this was at 6 o’clock, the hour that he dismissed the men P Yes. _
7129. So that if his wife was so dangerously ill, he showed his concern by sitting down there crying ? I 
do not know how long he stopped there.
7130. When you left, you left him there ? He was there.
7131. Mr. Bull asked you was he drunk, and you said, with a peculiar inflection of your voice, “ Oh, he 
was not drunk ” ;—now, did not you mean to infer that he was not dead drunk ? I had not the slightest 
evidence that he was under the influence.
7132. Will you swear, from what you saw—and remember that there are others that are going to be called 
who saw what you saw, and more ;—will you swear that you did not know and did not believe him to have 
had some drink ? Not that day, I did not.
7133. When ? On the following day, finding that his wife was not dead, I thought he might have been 
under the influence of drink, after what I had heard.
7134. Then you came to the conclusion that he must have had some drink ? Oh no ; I never smelt it on
him, and I could not say it was drink. _ _
7135. You thought he might have had some drink, by his actions ? By his actions, I thought he might 
have had some.
7136. And you still think so ? I do, yes. _
7137. Do you not know that at one period of his police existence he was on strike duty at the mines at 
Clifton ? I do not know anything about that; I know he was on strike duty, but I was not there.
7138. Do you not know that he earned a reputation there for the amount he consumed ? No ; I do not.
7139. And that, on one occasion, the other police officers actually had to tie him down, he wTas so drunk— 
they were afraid he would hurt himself and others? No.
7140. Do you not knowr that that was current report ? This is the first I heard of it.
7141. Sis Worship^] Is there any record of drunkenness against him? No.
7142. Mr. Abigail.'] Do you know Senior-sergeant Bradwell ? I do.
7143. Do you not know that he states that Quelch was so mad drunk down at Illawarra, Clifton, that he 
was actually put in irons ? Senior-sergeant Bradwell never speaks to me, and it is not likely he would 
tell me any such thing.
7144. Do you know a man named Wilson ? I know Senior-constable Wilson and Constable Willson.
7145. Did you ever tell him that you would give £20 to save Quelch in this inquiry ? No, I did not.
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Mr. Alexander Margoschis, pawnbroker, Regent-street, Redfern, was called and sworn:—
7146. Sis Worship.] What is your name ? Alexander Margoschis.
7147. What are you ? Pawnbroker.

15 N 1897 Abigail^] Carrying on business where ? Regent-street, Redfern.
0T'’ ' 7149. You have been a resident there how many years ? Seventeen years.

7150. Carry your memory back to February, 1896, the 14th ? Yes.
. 7151. Did you see Senior-constable Quelch on duty on that day ? Not that I know of.

7152. Do you remember making a complaint to anybody about his state ? Yes.
7153. Whom to ? To Sergeant Houlahan. .
7154. Where did you make the complaint ? At the station.
7155. Did you go up to the station purposely to make it ? Yes.
7156. Prior to going to the station, what did you see ? I did not see anything ; it was mere hearsay.
7157. You heard something ? Yes.
7158. And went and made a complaint. What was the nature of the complaint? I heard that Quelch 
was drunk in the street, and I went up and asked him if it was true and if he had come into the station 
in that way, and Houlahan said the Inspector was there, Mr. Yane. So I asked Houlahan—there were 
more than Houlahan in the station—-I asked him if he saw him himself, and he said, “ Yes.” I asked

‘ him if there was any chance of any information being laid. He said, “ Inspector Yane considered the
man was all right.” I said, “Did you see him?” “Yes,” he says. I said, “Would you go in the
witness box and swear that he was sober?” and he would not answer me, and I asked him if there were 
any others present, and he said, “ Yes.” _ _
7159. And you spoke to Yane ? No; I asked him if there was any chance of any information being laid, 
and he said “ No.” Mr. Houlahan referred me to Mr. Lawless, and I told him it was no use going to see 
Mr. Lawless.
7160. Sis Worship.] You simply acted from what you heard ? Yes.
7161. Mr. Abigail.] And from a sense of public duty? Yes.
7162. This was a matter of public duty ? I would not say that. I cortsider the man ill-treated me ; that 
is the truth, and there is no use denying it.

Sergeant 
T. Vane.

15Novvfl897.

Mr. A._ 
Margoschis.

7163.
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7163. What was the ill-treatment that you complained of P In the first place, he laid an information Mr. A. 
against me, and I saw Mr. Lawless, and he said that there should be no summons issued, and I came Margoschis. 
down to Mr. Bead and there had been a summons issued. Of course, I broke the law, and I was fined .
for it. This man strung his duty very high. 0T-’ '
7164. Mr. Abigail.] You thought it was a good opportunity of showing what sort of man the constable 
was ? Yes.
7165. And if Houlahan had been at all frank with you, you would have laid the information, would
you not? Yes. .
7166. Why did not you go to Mr. Lawless ? Because I knew it was no use.
7167. Why ? Because he had not kept his word with me with regard to the information laid by Quelch 
against me about having taken a pledge not according to the Act. I knew it was no good going to Lawless.
It is known all through Bedfern----- [Interrupted.]
7168. What is ? Why, Quelch. His name stinks there because of his over-officiousness. People will 
not come because they are afraid to come ; they are afraid of Lawless. The police are afraid of Lawless 
themselves. They know if they speak against this man what they know they h’ave a good chance to get 
discharged.
7169. Is that the reputation that Lawless and Quelch have in that neighbourhood ? It is—the two of 
them.
7170. And is it a further matter of common report that even the police are afraid to make a complaint 
about Quelch and Lawless ? Yes ; if it is put to each constable, and he tells the truth, he will say so.
7171. Quelch is so capable and upright, and Grod-fearing and honest, that he has got this reputation ? I 
do not know about his honesty and the God-fearingness, but he is disliked throughout the district.
7172. Can you give me an instance of any other man in the Force except Lawless----- [Interrupted] ? I do
not dislike him. The man has not interfered with me for the last two years. I did not wish to come here. •
7173. Mr. Bull.] You admit frankly that you went up to the station because you had heard something, _
and you were very anxious to drag him down by prosecution if you could get an information ? I thought
he was a man who had done wrong and ought to pay for it.
7174. Was not there a little feeling in your mind that you would like to pay him out for prosecuting 
you ? Certainly.
7175. You know he had charged you with using insulting words to him ? Yes.
7176. You were defended by Mr. Levien ? Levien pleaded guilty. You were there, too.
7177. Did you not plead “Hot guilty ” at first, and then, when he called a number of civilian witnesses to 
prove the language, did not you withdraw your plea of “Not guilty” and plead “ Guilty” ? Mr. Levien did.
7178. Your solicitor did ? Yes.
7179. And you were fined £2 for using this insulting language to Quelch ? Yes.
7180. And you had to pay the civilian witnesses ? Yes ; he smiled at it. It is a treat to that man to 
sit on anybody. It is a fact.
7181. Do you not know this : That he had complained----- [Interrupted] ? I got him a £5-note reward.
Did he tell you that ? Before Lawless came there he was a good man.
7182. Do you not know this : That the pawnbrokers in the same district complain that people that they 
turn out of their places, and refuse to take pledges from, go to you, and that you insist on taking these 
pledges ? No.
7183. Do you not know that, in consequence, Quelch and other police officers were told off to simply 
overlook your business ? I do not think so.
7184. Were not you, as a fact, on the 24th April, 1895, charged with taking in pledges during prohibited 
hours—at forty minutes to 7 in the morning P Forty to 8. That man used to go down with me to have 
a drink, and act as a friend to me. Everything must be looked at. That is right; you are perfectly 
correct.
7185. You were fined for taking in pledges just as a publican is fined for opening before hours ? Yes ; I 
am the only one that has ever been fined in the Colony. Look at him (Quelch) smiling now. That is 
the way for a man. He looks it. The man has no business to be a constable—not at Bedfern, at any rate,
7186. Would you like to see him out of Bedfern ? What was he removed from the Water Police for ?
7187. I may tell you that Mr. Abigail is here to attend to this business, not you? The man shows it 
himself. He cannot look at anybody who is speaking.
7188. What you said a while ago is that you know nothing about his honesty? I do not.
7189. What you do say is that he suffers from over-zeal ? Is it zeal to carry fish up the street in 
uniform ?
7190. I suppose, if a man’s wife was ill, and she liked a little fish, there would be no harm in his taking 
a fish in his hand for her ?
7191. Mr. Dacey.] It is against the regulations.
7192. Mr. Bull.] Would you like to say that he was on duty at the time that he was carrying this fish in 
his hand ?, I do not know.
7193.
7194.
7195.
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7196. 
No.
7197.

7198.
7199.
7200.
720L . - ... X

Force in England, and held the position of sergeant for four years ? " “ x 7202.

That is the character of information that Mr. Dacey has got hold of. 
Mr. Dacey.] That man is unsophisticated, you can see it.
Witness.] I think the police are afraid to speak.

Constable Edmund Hill was recalled :—
Mr. Abigail.] Do you remember a complaint from a Mrs. Brown on the 14th February, 1896 ? Constable

. E. Hill.
I think I have made a mistake, this is not the witness I wanted.

15 Nov., 1897.

Constable Nicholas Moore was called and sworn:—
His Worship.] What is your name ? Nicholas'Moore.
You are a constable of police, stationed at Bedfern ? Yes.
Mr. Abigail.] How many years ? Six and a quarter.
Were you in the Police Force prior to that? I was nearly nine years in the city of Liverpool Police 15Nov.,1897.

Constable 
N. Moore.
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Constable 7202. Can you carry vour recollection back to 14tli February, 1896;—do you remember something that 
N. Moore. occurre(i then? I do". I did not take notice of the date. 1 could not recollect the date. I know it is 
iearly in 1896.
10JN0V., 1SH/. 720;:J_ You know the circumstances I am referring to—Quelch’s alleged drunkenness ? Yes.

7204. Were you on duty at the police station on that occasion ? I arrived at the police station at about 
ten minutes past 6 to a quarter past. I had been at the superintendent’s office.
7205. Did you see Quelch there ? Constable Quelch was sitting in the prisoner’s dock.

What was he doing ? He was crying. '
Loudly ? In an extraordinary manner.
Was it a boo-hoo ? Yes. _ . '

___ Was it a cry of anguish or a cry of drunkenness ? I could not describe the cry ; it was a most
peculiar way of crying; and when I arrived at the station, I asked the sergeant, bergeant Houlahan, what 
was the matter with him. He said, “ They tell me his wife is dead.” Naturally I went over to him. I 
bent over—there is a rail in front—and I told him that I was very sorry to hear that his wife was dead. 
He did not deny it. He looked up at me. I do not know now what he said, but I saw that there was 
something the matter with him. _
72LO. What did you see was the matter with him ? I took him to have been taking drink. _
7211. From what you saw and from what you smelt ? Yes ; I stooped right oyer him and I did not take 
notice of that, because under the circumstances I thought a man would feel grieved.
7212. And it was the general opinion of the men there? Yes; every one sympathised with him in the

7206.
7207.
7208. 
7209

station.
7213. Was anybody else there? The sergeant was there ; I think only the sergeant. _ _
7214. What sergeant ? Sergeant Houlahan. When I arrived I spoke to him and he mentioned that his 
wife was dead ; that he was informed by Sergeant Yane that his wife was dead.
7215. How long did he stay there after you got there ? I had work to do ; I had to do various things, and 
of course I had to leave the station. I think I went into the cells, and shortly after went to my tea.
7216. Leaving him there ? I left him there, but he must have gone out shortly after. _
7217. He had been on duty from 2 to 6; you found him in this state that you described at a quarter 
past 6 ? From ten minutes to a quarter past 6; it would be earlier than 10.
7218. So that he could not have been home until ten past 6, if he went off duty at 6;—you spoke to 
him, and he did not deny that his wife was dead, and notwithstanding that he still remained crying m the 
station ? Yes.
7219. Up to the time that you left did he do what you would suppose any man would reasonably'have 
done—did he go home to see whether it was true or not ? If a man was in great anguish he might not 
act in the same way as another one.
7220. He stopped there ? Yes. _ _
7221. After you went out did you meet Constable Edwards, later on ? I did. I am not positive, but I 
believe that Constable Edwards met me going to my tea out of the gate. _
7222. Did he say anything to you about Quelch ? I did not speak to him about Quelch but he came to
me and he said-----  \InterrupteA^\
7223. Mr. Bull.') I object to that.
7224. Mr. Abigail.) Did you receive a complaint about Quelch—do not tell us what it was—from Edwards
that very night ? I did not receive a complaint from Edwards. I was in the station when Mr. Margos
chis called at the station—of course the sergeant was in charge, and I was there at the time he came and 
complained at the station. _
7225. Was Mr. Lawless there ? I did not see Mr. Lawless. He was not there at the time that I was 
there.
7226. Mr. Bull.) You did not hear Quelch say that his wife was dead ? No, I did not. _
7227. I suppose it was known then in the station that his wife had been very ill, and was then very ill, if
not dead ? Senior-constable Quelch had told me previously that his wife was ill, and it did not astonish 
me then. _
7228. And I suppose, having that in your mind, and then some other person in the station saying, “We 
understand his wife is dead,” you attributed his then condition to that? I thought that he had taken 
drink owing to his affliction, and I sympathised with him.
7229. Do you know, as a fact, that he had been ill himself for some months before that, suffering from 
serious pains in his head ? I could not say that.
7230. Do you know that he had been unceasing in his attention to his wife when off duty ? I know that 
he had spoken to me about his wife being ill.
7231. Do you know that in consequence of his wife’s illness and the affection of his head he had been 
absent on the 26th, 27th, and the 28th of the previous month ? I could not say ; 1 know he was off.
7232. Do you know that he was then complaining of neuralgic pains in the head? Not at that time.
7233. Do you know that Dr. Paton had actually ordered him some particular make or shape of hat to 
relieve his head ? No.
7234. You did not see him coming in ? No.
7235. You did not see him leave ? I did not.
7236. You did not know that Margoschis was there making some complaint ? That was not the same 
day. I think it was a few days after.
7237. You say it was not the same day ? No.
7238. Are you quite sure of it? I could not swear, but I believe it was the next time I came on duty.
7239. That would be two days after ? Yes.
7240. The day of Margoschis coming there was not the same day of your mentioning these circumstances ? 
I wmn’t swear that positively, but that is my impression.
7241. You see you have actually volunteered that information ;—did you see Margoschis there on the day 
that you have been speaking of? I think Mr. Margoschis called on the next time after I came on duty, 
but I would not be certain.
7242. When would that be ? Two days after.
7243. You wmuld be off the next day ? Yes, and the following day I would come on again. ,
7244. You think it w’as when you came on again that Margoschis called? I believe that was the time.

Constable
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Constable George Henry Edwards was recalled :—
724'). Mr. Abigail.'] Do you remember Valentine’s Day, the 14tb February, 1896 we are now inquiring 
into the alleged drunkenness of Quelch ? Ves. &
7246. Were you on duty on that day ? Ves.
7247. Were you in the police station when Quelch was there? Ves.
7248. At 6 o’clock. Yes.
7249. You were part of the relief then that was dismissed at 6 ? Yes.
7250. By Quelch ? Well, we were not dismissed by Quelch, we were dismissed by the sergeant in the
stidi
725L By Sergeant Vane ? No; the man in the station. Whether it was Sergeant Houlahan or Senior- 
coustabJe onaw I would not be sure.
7252. Did you see Senior-constable Quelch? Yes.
7253. What was he doing ? He was sitting down in the station.
7254. That is in the little prisoner’s dock ? Yes.
7255. What was he doing ? Sitting down holding his head.

^’as he crying-sobbing? I could not say he was crying. I do not know. He had his head down. 
72o7. He was sitting down holding his head P Yes.
7258. Did you not go over to him and ask him what was the matter ? No.
7259. Did you have any conversation with him ? Yes ; out in the street, I think.
726CQ That was prior to coming in to be dismissed ? Yes.
loci' ^ i He said he ha<i a lot of trouMe 5 Ws wife was very sick, and his head was bad.
72 j ^Worship.] Du! you consider him drunk or sober? At that time I must say I considered him 

influence of drink. It might have been the sickness, the suffering in the head.
InaA i immediately you got into the station you saw him then sitting down ? Yes.
7264. He did not tell you his wife wms dead, did he ? No.
7265. And he did not tell you that he heard that his wife was dead ? No.

"*nj Y^fle you were there you did not hear any message that his wife was dead? No.
7267. And did he sit down there immediately he came in after being dismissed with the other relief •—did 

down where you saw him and put his hands to his head ? That is before we came in.
7268. Yes, before ? Yes.

J"11 ^aCt’ ^ no,* y.on sa7 that Ac had been talking such damn rot to you that you had made up vour 
mind he was under the influence ? No ; I did not say that “ he talked damn rot.” ^ J
7270. As a matter of fact, you say this : That he spoke to you in the street, and you must say that at that 
time you had made up your mind that he was under the influence of drink ? I thought at the time Jbe was. ®
pn. Bis Worship.] Did it appear to you that something was troubling him? He appeared to be 
his'face ' ^ WaS Cr^mg outsicie’ Aut Ac was not crying in the station when I saw him. I did not see

frl®?d has t}‘e 14th February last year you are really going to pledge your 
oath, that this took place then ? I do not remember the date. ^
7273. You remember being on special duty at Prince Alfred Hospital? Yes.
7274. Do you remember watching a man who had attempted suicide ? Yes.
7275. A man named Davey ? Yes.
7276. Now on the 14th February were not you there the whole time on duty at the Prince Alfred
/7ow7)1^nTi^f^C^in^ ^avey ^ ^ could not say ; I did not make a note of the time. ‘
7277. Whilst you were there at the hospital watching Davey were not you there from 6 in the morning
to 6 at night special duty ? I would not be sure whether it was 6 at night till 6 in the morning or 6 in 
the morning to 6 at night. b
7278. Here it is in the book, “ 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.”
7279. Mr. Abigail] Does not that bear out what he says he says he came into the station at 6 p m
when he was dismissed ? 1
ndnutes^to time would you leave the hospital when you were coming off? About 10

7281. Where would you go to then ? Straight to the station.
7282. Mr. Abigail.] You would get there at 6 o’clock.
7283. Mr. Bull.] You would walk all the way to the station ? Yes.
loor’ ? *S a Aeuced good walk? Yes; I would get there about ten minutes past 6.

J tU|LP0Stiat ^ tlnle y°"kn®'v that Q^elch’s wife was ill;—did you not know it was a matter of 
general talk m the station how ill she was and had been ? I did not know.
loo*' AbiJInil:'\ You Aad a conversation with Quelch when he came out of the station ? No
7287. Before? Yes. '
7288. What time ? About a quarter to 6.
7289. Afr. Bull.] How could that have been if you were on duty at Prince Alfred Hospital —it shows at 
once that you are making a mistake in the date ? I was on my beat that day
7290. Ris Worship,] There is no doubt he saw the occurrence. There is a mistake in the dates. There

FT* drunkelmess- These witnesses all state that he appeared to be under the
influence of drink. Lnder the circumstances he may have had some drink. I want the evidence of the 
superior oflicers as to what they saw and what they thought of it.

- [The Commission then adjourned until 2 p.m. the next day.]

Constable 
G. H. 

Edwards.

15NovTl897.

«
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TUESDAY, 16 NOVEMBER, 1897.
[The Commission resumed its sittings at ‘l p.m. at the Central Police CourtJ]

^r£S£ttt:—
WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, Esq., S.M. (Sole Commissioner).

J. E. Dacey, Esq., M.L.A.; Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

170 EOYAL COMMISSION—SENIOR-CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared in support of the charges on behalf of Mr. J. E. Dacey, M.L.A. 
Mr. C. Bull, M.L.A., solicitor, appeared on behalf of Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

Charge No. 11—continued.
Mr. Edward Spearman, livery stable proprietor, Eedfern, was called and sworn:

E. Spearman. 7291. Bis Worship^ What is your name ? Edward Spearmau.
' 7292. What are you ? I am a livery stable proprietor.

16 Nov., 1897. y293. Where do you live ? 32, Eedfern-street, Eedfern.
7291. Mr. Abigail.'] You have been a policeman ? Yes.
7295. What station were you attached to ? Eedfern.
7296. When did you leave the Eorce ? Over eight years ago now.
7297. How long were you in the Eorce ? About thirteen months.
7298. Since that you have been a publican? Yes ; I have been in a hotel. _
7299. Will you carry your memory back to 14th Eebruary, 1896, with reference to a complaint you made 
about Senior-constable Quelch to a constable of the name of Cubitt ? Yes ; I remember it well.
7300. Just tell His Worship, will you, did you see Quelch prior to seeing Cubitt? Yes. _ _ .
7301. Where ? At the corner of Eedfern and Elizabeth streets, about twenty minutes to 6 in the evening.
I saw him going along. I had a stable just at the “ Albert Hotel,” and I was waiting for a sulky to 
come in, and saw Senior-constable Quelch coming along, and thought he seemed very peculiar. I jylsti 
walked up to a man named Lenten, who was standing at the corner, and had a conversation with him, 
and called his attention to Quelch. _ , • i. u v .a,
7302. You called his attention to Quelch ? Yes ; I looked again, and saw Quelch catching hold ot the 
fence.
7303. What fence ? The park railing. ... uni
7304. Describe how he was catching hold of it ? Just like that [indicating.] He would walk along
about 2 or 3 yards, and then stop and catch hold of it again. .
7305. Did he do that once or several times ? Several times during the time that he passed the length ot
the park. . ,
7306. Was he in uniform ? Yes, he was in uniform. Constable Cubitt was standing over under Mr.
Abel’s, the grocer’s. _
7307. You made a complaint to him ? Yes, I made a complaint to him.
7308. How far were you away from Quelch ? Well, I was about 100 yards.
7309. You were on one side of the road, and he was on the other ? Yes.
7310. And did you make a complaint to anybody else ? That was all.
7311. Only to Cubitt ? Yes. ,
7312. Mr. Bull.] Did you notice whether, when you say he took hold of the fence, he laid his head 
down on the fence ? He did not put his head on the fence.
7313. He just took hold of the fence so ? Yes.
7314. And then you say he walked along ? Yes.
7315. You mean he let go of the fence, and then walked on a little way ? Yes.
7316. How far had you seen him walking before he took hold of the fence at all, as you described .
About 50 yards. .
7317. Mr. Abigail has fixed the 14th February;—are you swearing to that date ? No, I am not swearing 
to that date.
7318. You take the trouble to swear to anything ? No. _ .
7319. Mr. Abigail has fixed you to the 14th Eebruary ;—what day do you say it was ? I do not say it
was the 14th Eebruary. I remember the 14th Eebruary. I do not say it was on the 14th Eebruary.
7320. Are you swearing to that;—do you say that this which you describe you saw—do you say that you 
saw that on the afternoon or evening of the 14th Eebruary ? I will swear that I saw Constable Quelch 
about twenty minutes to 6 o’clock at night in the month of February.
7321. You are not confining yourself to the 14th ? Not to the date.
7322. You will find that on the shorthand deposition which is being taken, you fixed yourself to that 
date ? I did not understand that; I could not swear to that date.
7323. You did not take the trouble to hear Mr. Abigail’s question ? I did not take notice of the date.
7324. Mr. Garlick, will you kindly turn back and read Mr. Abigail’s question, and the answer ? *
7325. Mr. J. Garlich, L.S.W., Vie. {Sworn Shorthand Writer to the Commission) read:—“ Will you carry
your memory back to Eebruary 14th, 1896, with reference to a complaint you made about Senior-constable 
Quelch to a constable of the name of Cubitt ?” “ Yes, I remember it well.”
7326. Mr. Bull {To the witness)]. Now you say it was some time in the month of Eebruary, but you do 
not confine yourself to any particular day ? I would not swear the date.
7327. It was about 20 minutes to 6 in the evening ? Yes. .
7328. You and Quelch have not been friendly for some time, I take it ? Well, we have not been friendly
altogether. _ . .
7329. How long have you had an unfriendly disposition towards Quelch ? Since the time that I joined 
the Police Eorce.
7330. You mean eight years ago ? Yes, I mean nearly ten years ago. *
7331. And you have carried that disposition towards Quelch right up to to-day ? Well, I. have had good 
occasion to.
7332. But you do, as a fact ? Well, I do not know. 7333.
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7333. Are you kindly disposed towards Quelch ? I am not kindly disposed towards him. E, Spearman.
7334. You know Margoschis, do you not ? Yes ; I know Margoschis. '
7335. Have not you and Margoschis and a few more out in the Eedfern division been striving your ISNev., 1897. 
jitmost for some time to hunt Quelch, or, at any rate, to bring some disgrace upon Quelch to get him out
of the district ? I have not lent my hand to anything to try to get him out of the police. I have no 
occasion to be afraid of Quelch or any other police.
7336. Outside any question of feeling, did not you charge Quelch on one occasion with having used 
insulting or other language to you ? Yes.
7337. What was the result of that ? The case was dismissed.
7338. And you appealed, did you not ? Yes.
7339. Did not the matter come on to the Sessions? Yes.
7340. And you were unsuccessful there, were you not ? I may tell you that I did not appeal.
7341. Did the matter come on to the Sessions ? It was not through me that it went to the Sessions.
7342. Who took it there ? Mr. Crick.
7343. He was your solicitor? Yes ; but it was not through my wish'.
7344. If Mr. Crick acted for you and that matter went there, I will take it for granted that it was at . 
your instance;—the matter went before the Judge and was decided against you, and you had to pay all 
costs? Ho.
7345. Are you sure ? Yes.
7346. Quite sure ? Quite sure.
7347. His WorsMp.~\ How did the case go to the Quarter Sessions if it was dismissed ?
7348. Mr. Bulli] The fact is that there wTas a dismissal and costs granted against him, and against that 
portion of the order Mr. Crick appealed, and the result was that the appeal was either disallowed or was 
withdrawn or lapsed, and Spearman had to pay the costs which had been awarded against him by the 
Magistrate.

Witness :] Quelch had to pay his own costs.
7349. Had not you to pay the costs which were allowed by the Magistrate against you ? I had to pay
1 guinea. .
7350. You paid 2 guineas, which were allowed by Mr. Smithers, the City Magistrate ? I think it was 
1 guinea.
7351. You will find it was 2 guineas ;—you have identified yourself with this matter against Quelch a 
good deal, have you not ? Ho, I have not.
7352. Where are your stables? At Elizabeth-street, Eedfern.
7353. Have not you taken every opportunity, and do you not take every opportunity whenever you see 
Quelch on the road, or on the street, to make insulting remarks or insulting gestures to him ? I think it 
is all the other way.
7354. Do you not ? Ho, I do not. •
7355. Mr. Abigail.'] Does he ? Yes, on more occasions than one.
7356. Mr. Bull.] You remember the publications in Truth, and you remember TrutKs reference to these 
charges and statements made by Mr. Dacey in the House ? Yes.
7357. Did you post a copy of Truth on the outside of your stables for the general information of the 
people passing there ? Yes, I did.
7358. I suppose that is an evidence of your disinterestedness;—why did you do that—you might just as 
well bo candid and tell us ? Well, I thought it was a thing the public should see.
7359. I suppose you know that Mr. Horton makes this assertion, that his newspaper, Truth, has the largest 
circulation of any other newspaper;—have you read that in Truth itself ? Ho, 1 have not.
7360. Did you post up more than one copy of Truth on your stables, just think ? Yes, two.
7361. Who supplied you with those ? Myself.
-7362. -Do you mean to tell me that you went to the expense of buying two copies ? Why wouldn’t I.
7363. Did you? Yes. '
7364. Why did you ? To read it.
7365. You have told us already that you thought it was a matter that the public should have notice of ?
Yes. (
7366. Is that the reason why you posted both copies on the outside of the place ? It wa^not the outside.
7367. I do not care whether it was—it was to enable the general public to see it ? Oh, no ; it was not.
7368. Have not you already sworn it was—was not that your answer to me ? It was not in the street.
7309. Where was it ? It wras on the stable door.
7370. I suppose when you shut up your stables the people from the outside could see what was posted 
on it ? Ho, they could not.
7371. How, you know Mr. O’Donnell ? Yes.
7372. A gentleman who is identified with a charge against Quelch ? Yes.
7373. Did you take one of the persons identified or connected with the Truth newspaper to the door ?
Well, I did not take him. ■ *
7374. Were you along with a fellow who did ? Yes, I was with them.
7375. You might just as well blurt the truth out because I will get it out from you you know ? Yes.
7376. Who was with you ? I forget who it was.
7377. You took him down to Mr. O’Donnell ? Ho, I did not take him ; he came to me to introduce him 
to Mr. O’Donnell.
7378. You accompanied him ? Yes.
7379. And you went into O’Donnell’s along with the editor of Truth? That is right.
7380. And that was in relation, I understand, to some, charge which was intended to be made against 
Quelch of embezzling or sticking to Government moneys, was it not? Yes.
7381. Is that the only interest you have taken in this matter ? Yes.
7382. I do not want to annoy you very much, Spearman ? I am not annoyed very much. I can tell you 
the gentleman’s name—Mr. Eorder the sub-editor of Truth.
7383. When was that ? He came to my house one night and asked me if I ----- {Interrupted,^
7384. I have simply asked you when that was that you accompanied Eorder to Mr. O’Donnell’s? I 
could not tell you the date.
7385. Was it after you posted Truth up outside, or before ? I could not tell you.
T386. Do you not know it was afterwards ? I think it was afterwards. 7387.
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E. Spearman. 7387. I suppose you will admit that when you were a publican you had not a clean sheet? Well, I was 
fined once—I was fined twice.

16Nov.,1897. 7388. What were you fined for ? I was fined once for using obscene language.
7389. And were you not fined also for Sunday selling ? Yes ; twice.
7390. I suppose your language was very choice ? I could not tell you.
7391. Were you drunk when you made use of it? I had had a few drinks. ^ ,
7392. I suppose you really do not remember making use of the bad language ? I did not. It was a
little family affair, and I had had a few drinks.
7393. You were so drunk that you did not remember what you said ? I had had a few drinks.
7394. You do not accuse Quelch of that prosecution, do you? No. _
7395. And the Sunday selling—when you were fined £3 with costs ;—was that at Quelch’s instance ? I
think Quelch was with Sergeant Vane at the time.
7396. I suppose you know that Vane and Quelch used to do duty together ? Yes ; I know that.
7397. Mr. Abigail.') They are known as “The Twins,” are they not? The “Siamese Twins.” ,
7398. Mr. Bull.'] You really accused Quelch, at any rate, of being along with Vane at the time the 
information was laid ? I never did.
7399. But you say it now. You believe Quelch was along with Vane—Vane at any rate was the prosecu
ting officer? Yes.
7400. And you believe Quelch was with him ? Yes. I believe he was, but I could not swear that he was.
7401. I see since you have left the hotel and have been keeping a stable, you have been fined too? Yes.
7402. That was a repetition of the language ? That was under great provocation.
7403. And whether that was so or not the Magistrate took that view of the matter, and fined you exactly
the same as you were fined in the first instance? £1. . ■ 5
7404. And 4s. lOd. costs ? Yes; but it was under very great provocation. It was the policeman’s fault 
there is no doubt about it.
7405. You mean that the policeman had provoked you? Yes.
7406. Who was the policeman ? Senior-constable Corcoran. _
7407. I suppose he had said something to you which annoyed you and excited you, and then you said
this offensive thing ? Well----- [Interrupted]. _
7408. You ought to know better than that, you have been a policeman for eight or nine years ? It was 
under great provocation.
7409. Showing a further interest of yours in this prosecution against Quelch, you have been in frequent 
conversation with Mr. Dacey over this matter ? I have seen Mr. Dacey once or twice.
7410. Well, showing the interest that you take in the matter, you yourself personally drove Mr. Dacey on 
the day when the Commissioner visited the district ? Yes ; I did.
7411. You accompanied Mr. Dacey wherever he went? Yes; I did.
7412. I suppose that was to see that Mr. Dacey did not make a mistake in going to the wrong place ;—
what was your object in going ? I thought I would like Mr. Dacey to go and see where the sand came 
from, up over the hill. _
7413. But you have not given any evidence about that, you know nothing about it, do you? Very little.
7414. My friend has not asked you anything about that.
7415. Mr. Abigail.] I am-----  [Interrupted],
7416. Mr. Bull.] I suppose you will if you think he knows anything.
7417. Mr. Abigail.] You make no secret of it, you are interested in this. You are only too glad to get a 
chance to show Quelch in his true colours? Yes ; I think it is time that somebody showed him in his 
true colours.
7418. And apart from the interest that you take in the matter do you not esteem it to be part of your 
public duty as a citizen ? Yes.
7419. His Worship.] I think that is a very unnecessary question to ask in the face of his evidence. The 
whole of the'evidence shows that it is a private grievance so far as he is concerned.
7420. Mr. Abigail.] Whether you are prompted to come here to give evidence of this occurrence from 
private spleen or personal vindictiveness towards Quelch, is there any doubt that what you have deposed 
to—so far as the occurrence that you have related goes—is there any doubt of the truth of it ? So far as 
the occurrence goes it is true.
7421. Was he drunk or sober? He was drunk, and I called Constable Cubitt’s attention to it.
7422. What did he say to you?
7423. Mr. Bull.] I object to that.
7424. His Worship.] You said that you saw him walking 50 yards before he came to the fence ? Yes.
7425. Was he staggering and walking in a drunken way? Yes, he was.
7426. Mr. Abigail.] As your description, graphic as it was, of his drunken vagaries, cannot be photo
graphed on the depositions, just describe in words how he was going ;—you described he was lurching on 
the fence ? Yes. ■ ,
7427. Was he lurching, moving about, to the fence and from it ? That is what drew my attention to him.
He was rambling through the street, and just as he crossed Eiizabeth-street I came up to the corner. 
The stable was about 20 yards from the corner. I came up, and just as I came Senior-constable Quelch 
was getting hold of the fence just like this----- [Indicating]
7427-2-. He ought to know, he has been a policeman and a publican.
7428. Mr. Bull.] You have been drunk ? I have been sober this last two years.
7429. Are you prepared to say whether it was actual drunkenness or whether it might have been caused 
by illness ? I should say it was drunkenness.
7430. Mr. Abigail.] Do you think if he had had a pain in the big toe, or a pain in the head, it would 
have caused it ? I do not think so.
7431. Or do you think it was an overdose of laudanum ? If he had had an overdose of laudanum he 
would have sat down.
7432. You make no secret of the fact that you are rather glad to have an opportunity of being able to 
fasten guilt upon him ? Well, yes ; I think it is fair to the public.
7433. It is fair to you also to get out some explanation of the cause of your ill-feeling towards him ; what
caused it ? Well, in the first instance, of course, I joined the police, and I was on duty in Botany-road, 
and Sergeant Vane, then a senior-constable, sent me over to arrest a man behind the “Balaclava.” There 
was a man who said there were two men getting into his house. 7134.
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7434. Ms Worship.'\ This evidence is quite unnecessary, and I will not have the depositions cumbered E. Spearman,
with it. .
7435. Mr. Abigail^] I am not contesting the fact that he is prompted by vindictiveness or ill-feeling, but IGNov., 1897. 
I want to show that he is perfectly justified. To the witness : While you were in the Police Porce he
tried to borrow some money from your wife P Yes.
7436. And your wife refused? Yes.
7437. And there has been a good deal of ill-feeling since then ? Yes, there has.
7438. With reference to this appeal, did you appeal ? I did not.
7439. You did not appeal? No.
7440. Did you know anything about the appeal until you were told to go to the Court ? Well, yes, I
knew. '
7441. As a matter of fact, did you give evidence then before the Judge at the Sessions ? No.
7442. Was there any evidence taken at the Sessions ? Not a word.
7443. As a matter of fact, the appeal was withdrawn ? Yes ; the appeal was dismissed.
7444. Por want of a prosecution ; you did not prosecute ? The appeal was dismissed.
7445. Mr. Bull.'] The Judge ordered that the appeal could not proceed because it was on a question of 
costs. To the witness: You were asked to resign, were you not? Yes.
7446. And you did ? I did so. I would like to tell your Worship what Sergeant Yane said yesterday, 
referring to me coming down in the tram with a constable.
7447. Mis Worship.] I will not hear it.
7448. Mr. Abigaili] Why should Mr. Bull get out a certificate of demerit against a witness, and then the 
witness be disentitled to give an explanation of it,—why should a certificate of bad character go down in 
the depositions ? It is insinuated that he had to resign. To the witness: Why were you asked to 
resign ? Because I assaulted the senior-sergeant’s brother. Sergeant Yane yesterday made very serious 
imputations against my character. He said he had got the record of all my history. Through Mr. Yane 
and through Quelch I lost £500. I think I have just as good a character as Vane or Quelch.
7449. Mr. Bull.] You see what my friend is letting this Commission drift to. He wants to get some
thing that was said by Yane outside.
7450. Mis Worship.] I decline to hear any more about the matter.
7451. Mr. Abigail.] If Yane said that to him it was in the nature of an intimidation, “ Don’t give evidence 
because we have got your record,” and this is a peculiar thing, and I meant to refer to this before, but 
I did not feel justified, but now I do. When the subpoenas were applied for your Worship said very 
properly and to save expense that as a number of the witnesses subpoenaed by us had been subpoenaed by 
the other side the police should serve the subpoenas. Now, it is a peculiar and significant thing that for 
every witness I put in the box, Quelch has a record already prepared, and it is very clear that Quelch has 
been handed a list by Mr. Lawless, and the two have produced all the evidence they can.
7452. Sis Worship.] I cannot go further into this.
7453. Mr. Abigail.] I directly accuse Inspector Lawless of doing all he possibly can in a partisan way 
to get Constable Quelch out of his trouble, and I will go further, and at the conclusion I will conclusively 
show in such a way that the Inspector cannot get out of it, that he is hand and glove with the senior- 
constable.
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and was 
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Sergeant John Houlahan was recalled :—■
7454. Mr. Abigail.] I want you to take your memory back to the month of February, 1896, and I might Sergeant 
tell you that this Court is now inquiring into the alleged misconduct on the part of Senior-constable J. Houlahan, 
Quelch, referring to a charge of drunkenness on his part whilst in the Hedfern Police Station.
Now, can you locate the date? No ; I could not tell the date.
7455. Sis Worship.] You remember the occurrence ? Yes.
7456. Mr. Abigail.] Do you remember something occurring ? Yes.
7457. Of the nature of which I have described ? Yes.
7458. Now tell his Worship all that you know about it ? I went to my dinner at 2 o’clock, 
relieved by Sergeant Yane at the station. I came back, leaving Sergeant Vane in charge of the 
a few minutes before 6. Senior-constable Quelch was in the dock crying very loudly, with his face buried 
in his hands. I asked Sergeant Vane what was the matter with him, and he told me that his wife was 
dead or dying, I could not be sure which, but I think it was dead. I sympathised with the man, of 
course, and took no notice of him. The relief went in and came back. Mr. Lawless came in. I took 
no particular notice of him, and he left some time after that.
7459. Sis Worship.] Quelch left ? Yes.
7460. Did you see him leave the station ? Well, I never noticed him leave the station until he was 
passing the window. At that time, when the relief is going in and out, there is always a great deal of 
noise, and I did not take particular notice.
7461. Did he walk like a sober, or a drunken man ? He seemed very peculiar. I only just got a glimpse 
of him.
7462. Mr. Abigail!] Was he crying like a sober, or a drunken man ? He was crying in a peculiar way.
7462J. Let us have your candid opinion. Let us have what you know in your own mind what was the state 
of this senior-constable on this occasion. Was he drunk or sober from what you saw of him? Personally,
I would not like to swear that; but if what I heard afterwards was true----- ^Interrupted].
7463. Mr. Bull.] You were asked to give evidence of what you heard and saw that day ? Personally, I 
did not take any notice of him, because I was thrown off my guard from what Sergeant Vane told me.
7464. Sis Worship.] Did you know of any circumstances that would affect him ? I heard his wife was 
ill, and on that account I had great sympathy with the man.
7465. Mr. Abigail] How long did he remain in the station crying? About ten or fifteen minutes, I 
think. I could not tell how long he was in before I came there.
7466. He did not seem to be at all anxious to go and see if it was true that his wife was dead ?-----
7467. Sis Worship.] He was not told his wife was dead.
7468. Mr. Abigail.] If he was sober, and was told his wife was dead, would he not have run across home
at once, but if he was drunk and cute enough to sham the sick man, would not he have done what he is 
said to have been doing ?-----
7469. Sis Worship.] Did you ever see him drunk before either on duty or off ? No. That is the only
time I ever saw him in that state. 7470."
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..Sergeant 7470. Mr. Abigail.'] Did you ever see any other constable in the whole of your life act as he did ? No. 
J. Houlahan. 747^ You say he was crying aloud ? Tes.
16Nov~18q7 ^^2. 'Was he boo-hooing? He was.

■’ ‘ 7473. His Worship.] I suppose you want to make out he was crying drunk.
7474. Mr. Bull.] Whilst the witness has sworn that he did not take any notice of it. He said he did not
take very much personal notice of it. .
7475. His Worship.] It does not follow that because a man is crying from anguish of heart that he is 
drunk. He may or may not be. If he was in the habit of getting drunk he would be very careful not 
to cry out.
7476. Mr. Abigail] I have not been in this world half the time that you have, but I have a greater
experience than you, yet I have never seen such a big man as that crying like that, except he was drunk. 
To the witness : Do I understand you to say that you did not take particular notice of him personally? 
Yes ; I took no notice of him personally. _
7477. But from the slight notice you did take of him, you came to the conclusion that, to say the least,
his conduct was very peculiar ? I did. '
7478. That is the term you used ? Yes. ■ _ .
7479. His Worship.] There is no doubt there is something to be explained.
7480. Mr. Abigail.] Do you know who had told Sergeant Yane that Mrs. Quelch was dead ? I could 
not tell who told Sergeant Yane. He told me that, and that threw me off my guard so as not to look at 
him at all.
7481. His Worship.] Was it not your duty, if you thought he was drunk, to have reported him to the 
Inspector ? Sergeant Yane was in charge of the station, and he put me off my guard altogether. If I 
thought he was drunk myself it would have been my duty.
7482. Mr. Abigail.] You did not even take the trouble to examine personally ? No.
7483. You had a particular reason for that ? Yes.
7484. Because Sergeant Vane was there ? Yes.
7485. You will admit, will you not, that the utmost good feeling exists between Sergeant Vane and 
Quelch ? I believe so.
7486. A feeling that might be properly described as being somewhat paternal ? There is no doubt about
it; yes. _
7487. Is it not a fact that the good feeling existing between Sergeant Yane and Quelch is more than the 
ordinary feeling between superior and subordinate officer? Well, really, I could hardly say ; it is not a 
thing for me to answer ; there is not the slightest doubt about it that they are rather intimately friendly.
7488. His Worship.] Was it your duty or Sergeant Vane’s duty to have reported him if he was drunk? 
Sergeant Vane’s, because he was in charge of the station.
7489. Mr. Bull.] If you thought he was drunk, would it not have been your duty to have reported 
Sergeant Yane as well if he did not report him ? Yes.
7490. .Mr. Abigail.] You did not want to incur the displeasure of reporting either? No. If he was 
drunk he had a better chance of noticing him, because he came into the station whilst Sergeant Vane was 
on duty. If he had come in while I was in charge I would have taken particular notice of him.
7491. Because Sergeant Vane did not report Quelch for being drunk, Quelch could not have been drunk. 
You wmuld not say that, would you? No.
7492. Mr. Bull.] Are you and Vane friendly? Yes ; we have been together for twenty years.

‘ 7493. There has always been the very kindest feeling between you two men ? Yes.
... ' 7494. Now, is not this the fact, that you did not take particular notice of Quelch during the ten minutes

that you were in the station ? I did not personally. _
7495. You could not do in it any other wray. It would be a good deal like seeing somebody with your own 
eyes ? It was the crying I took most notice of.
7496. Something was" said to you by Vane, and what you say is that that induced you to take no further 
notice of it ? No ; I sympathised with the man.
7497. His Worship.] Then Vane would be likely to know more about it than you do ? Yes, Vane was 
in the station.
7498. Mr. Bull.] Whilst you were in the station about ten minutes Vane would have been there much 
longer ? He was there from half-past 2 until 6.
7499. Yon did not say it was the 14th ^February ? I do not know the date.
7500. Did anybody tell you yesterday that it was not the 14th ? No ; nobody ever spoke a word to me. 
I did not want to speak about the matter to anybody at all.

f 7501. His Worship.] I do not think the date is material; the fact is there.
' 7502. Mr. Bull.] Would you be surprised at all to know that you were not on duty at all at 6 on the

14th February ? I can tell by the books. •
7503. His Worship.] The date is not material as to what occurred in the station.

' 7504. Mr. Abigail] I will admit that your client ought to know whether he was drunk on the 14th, 15th,
or 16th.
7505. Mr. Bull] Did you know as a fact that Quelch had been for some time, just immediately preceding 
these circumstances that you speak of, off sick, suffering from his head? Beally, I could not tell you 
now, but if you look at the occurrence-book you will see it. I have no knowledge of it.
7506. Have you heard him complain of pains in his head ? No.
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Constable Eaton Bidley was called and sworn:—
Constable 7507. His Worship] What is your name ? Eaton Bidley.
E. Bidley. 7508. What are you ? Constable, stationed at Bedfern.

7509. Mr. Abigail] How long have you been in the Force ? Eleven years last May. .
16 Nov., 1897. ygjyy J)0 you remember the month of February, 1896, in connection with this charge against Quelch for 

drunkenness in the station? I could not say whether it was in February. I remember the occasion. 
■7511. Were you on -duty on that day ? I came on duty at 6 o’clock at night.
7512. Were you in the station when Quelch was there ? He was sitting in the dock when I came in the 
station. . 7613.
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7513. Just tell us what you saw, will you ? When I first came in the station I heard somebody sobbing 
inside in the station. I went to the window and looked in, and saw Senior-constable Quelch sitting in 
the dock. He was crying. He had his face in his hands. I asked what was the matter, and some of the 
men waiting there to fall in told me that his wife was dead. That was all.
7514. Did you see him ? Only sitting in the dock.
7515. Did you notice his condition, whether he was drunk or sober? Well, I did not see him standing
up, and I did not see him except with his hands to his face. '
7516. From the crying did you come to any conclusion ? I could not swear that he was drunk, but I 
inquired at the time.
7517. Would you say that he was sober ? I did not think he was at the time, but I could not swear.
7518. His Worship^] Did he seem in great distress about something ? Tes.
7519. Mr. Abigail.'] Crying loudly ? Tes.
7520. Was it the cry of a man suffering from extreme anguish, or the cry of a man who had suffered from 
overloading himself with too much liquor ? I could not say.
7521. His Worship.] Have yon ever seen him in a state of intoxication before or since? No.
7522. Mr. Abigail.] Tou were satisfied, when you heard that his wife was dead, as to his condition? 
Well, you see, I had heard something before I came in.
7523. What had you heard ? .
7524. Mr. Bull.] I object.
7525. Mr. Abigail.] Had any complaint been made to you ? No.
7526. Tou had heard something about Quelch before you came into the station ? Tes.
7527. And then when you saw him, in the light of what you had heard, did you then think he was drunk 
or sober ? I did not think he was sober, but I thought he was suffering from the effects of his wife’s 
illness, and, of course, combined with what I had heard.
7528. Did you think it was partly due to over-indulgence and the shock of his wife’s death ? That is 
what I thought it was.
7529. Tou thought it was partly due to one and partly to the other ? Tes ; but from what I heard myself 
I could not swear that he was drunk.

Constable
E. Ridley.
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7530. Mr. Bull.] From your own personal observation you came to no conclusion ? No. .
7531. Mr. Abigail.] Then after you left the station you heard something else? Tes.
7532. Then did you come to any conclusion of his state from what you had seen, and from what you
subsequently heard? Well, of course, from what I had heard ; I could not form a conclusion on what I 
saw, and as what I saw was----- [Interrupted],
7533. Mr. Bull.] Inconsistent with what you heard ? Oh, no ; but I did not see sufficient to form an 
opinion.
7534. His Worship.] I suppose you will say that a man may be crying from distress of mind without 
being drunk ? I think so.
7535. Mr. Abigail?^ Tou certainly say that from what you saw, superadded to what yon heard, you think 
he was suffering from the effects of liquor ?
7536. His Worship.] Tou say it might have been one or the other, or both combined ? From the 
conclusion I came to at the time, I did not think he would have cried in the manner in which he did 
unless he had been drinking, but I did not see sufficient to lead me to conclude that he was drunk.
7537. Mr. Abigail^] Was it a peculiar kind of crying, peculiar to drunken people ? No; 1 could not 
say that.
7538. Mr. Bull.] Tou are not a senior-constable? I am not.
7539. Tou have been working very hard for eleven years in that direction, have not you? It does not 
look like it.
7540. What do you mean ? I suppose the first promotion you would get would be that of senior- 
constable ? First-class.
7541. Tou are not even a first-class constable yet ? No. •
7542. I suppose there is an amount of jealousy in the liedfern station towards Quelch ? I do not know 
that there is any jealousy.
7543. Do you not think there is ? No, I do not think so ; as far as I am personally concerned I am not
jealous. '
7544. Are you very much in Quelch’s company in official duty ? As little as possible.
7545. Wliat do you mean—that you are not friendly disposed or kindly inclined towards him ? I have 
no ill-feeling as regards him privately, but officially I have as little to do with him as possible.
7546. In fact, I suppose the truth is he has reported you occasionally ? He has.
7547. Mr. Abigail.] It makes you careful.
7548. Mr. Bull.] He has even reported you for being under the influence of drink ? No.
7549. For being in a hotel ? Tes.
7550. I suppose these little things tend—it is only human after all—to make things unpleasant ? There 
is no doubt it makes things unpleasant.
7551. Tell me this—Can you fix a time at all for this occurrence that you are speaking about ? I cannot. 
I should say it is about two years ago.
7552. If it was in February, 1896, it will not be two years until next February ? I say “ about.”
7553. Do you remember at that time whether Quelch had been off on sick-leave ? I could not say.
7554. I suppose the books would be better evidence than your recollection ? Undoubtedly.
7555. Tou have really no recollection of whether he had or not ? I never heard of it.
7556. Mr. Abigail.] Tou have been asked about jealousy, and say you have as little to do with Quelch
as possible ; that is the experience of most of the police there ? I could not sav anything about the 
experience of other men. '
7557. Do you not know as a matter of common report that the other constables say plainly that they have 
as little to do with Quelch and another officer as they can ? For their own safety.
7558. They have as little to do with him for their own safety as possible ? Tes.
7559. Beyond Sergeant Yane and this good old sergeant here, who would not quarrel with anybody— 
that is, Sergeant Houlahan—and Inspector Lawless, and Constable Dukes, the experience of all the other 
police is exactly as you have expressed it ? I could not speak for the experience of the other police.
7560. As a matter of common repute there, is not that so ? Amongst the men, as far as my knowledge
goes, he has not many friends. 7561.
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7561. Even amongst those who are his seniors in rank ? Yes.
7562. So that there could not be any jealousy there ? No.
7563. He has, it is a matter of notoriety in the Police Force at Eedfern, been most successful in securing
promotion ? Yes. *
7564. Mr. BullA That is the cause of the whole of this inquiry.
7565. His Worship.~\ Then he must have some friends.
7566. Mr. Abigail.] Any man can get promotion if he will sacrifice his manhood. •

Senior-constable William Edward Quelch was recalled:—
Senior- 7567. Mr. Bull.] You have heard a good deal in this inquiry directed to the 14th Eebruary, 1896 ? The 

constable case was centred on that right up till last night. Something has cropped up since.
W.E. Quelch. 7568. The whole of the investigation and inquiry up till 1 o’clock yesterday had relation to some miscon- 
ifiW ^1807 <^UC*' °f yours on the 14th Eebruary, 1896 ? Yes.

ov-’ ‘ 7569. And up till the time that the inquiry ceased yesterday every one of Mr. Abigail’s questions and all 
statements made by witnesses had relation to that date P Yes, to the 14th Eebruary.
7570. You heard Mr. Abigail say over and over again, “ Do you remember the 14th February ? Yes.
7571. So there is no mistake about the time ? He gave the date at the opening of the charge.
7572. You have the conduct-book ? I have the record-book of duty.
7573. Just take Constable Edwards as one instance ? He was on duty at Prince Alfred Hospital on that 
day—so he was for the w'hole month.
7574. For the month of February ? Yes.
7575. Just give us from what date to what date ? Constable Edwards was on duty at the Prince Alfred 
Hospital watching a man named Davey, who had attempted suicide, from the 8th day of February, 1896, 
up till the 9th day of March.
7576. Mr. Abigail.] At what hours?
7577. His Worship.] Would he not be on duty on the street at that time? Not at all. He relieved his 

• man at the hospital at 6 o’clock in the morning, and would be relieved at 6 o’clock at night.
7578. Mr. Bull.] Would he go straight home after being relieved at the hospital ? No ; he would report 
at the station from the hospital; but that would take at least half an hour to walk.
7579. Now, you have the conduct-book, duty-book No. 40, there showing where the different officers were 
employed on the date fixed by Mr. Abigail ? Yes.
7580. And those facts are set out in the books themselves ? Yes.
7581. First of all, do you know Spearman ? Yes.
7582. Do you remember any circumstances mentioned by Spearman at about twenty minutes to 5 one 
evening;—you heard his statement that he saw you rambling along the road past his stable ? Never saw 
him in my life, not like as he describes—particularly that man.
7583. And that, having walked about 50 yards along the street, he saw you take hold of the railing? Yes.
7584. Now, first of all, did such a thing happen ? Never.
7585. Do you remember the afternoon or evening that you were upset or distressed in the station ? I do.
7586. When was that ? On Friday afternoon, the 7th day of February, 1896.
7587. Now, previously' to the 7th, had you been ill and off duty ? Yes.
7588. When had you actually been off duty ? The latter end of January.
7589. You have already given dates—half of the 26th, the whole of the 27th, 28th, and 29th ? Yes.
7590. What were you suffering from then ? My head.
7591. Just describe what it is you suffer from ? As far as my knowledge of the medical phrase goes, it is 
neuralgia and vertigo. I do not know what that is.
7592. Who has attended you for this ailment ? The police doctor and my own doctor.
7593. You mean Dr. Paton ? Dr. Paton and Drs. McMurray and Marshall.
7594. And during February, 1896, was your wife ill ? Yes.
7595. Very ill ? Yes.
7596. When off duty, was your time to any extent taken up in attending to her ? All night and all day, 
and I had the sanction of the inspector to call in when on duty.
7597. To see how she was from time to time ? When on duty—yes.
7598. Now, on that afternoon, on the 7th, had you called in at the house ? The doctor visited my wife 
on that day, and he told me that he had doubts as to her recovery ; she was as ill as she could be, but he 
would do his best.
7599. Who was that ? Dr. McMurray. He would do his best. She would have to take a wonderful
change to recover. I was upset enough before that. As soon as I got that news, having been left 
previously with two children—lost my wife and left with two children----- {Interrupted^]
7600. You mean that you already had suffered the bereavement and loss of a wife ? Yes ; as soon as that
came in my mind, of course, losing her and leaving me with six ; the eldest of them has been strapped on 
her back for six months, and was given up by Dr. McMurray----- {Interrupted^]
7601. And she was ill at that time ? Yes, and has been for years, and the same child was given up last 
Friday by Dr. McMurray, and there is no hope for her.
7602. And this reminiscence coming to you of your former trouble-----  {Interrupted] ? Yes, the doctor
gave me a prescription to get made up as soon as possible, and coming on duty at 2 o’clock, having no one 
to go down to the doctor, who prescribes the medicine and dispenses it too, 1 asked the inspector if he 
would be good enough to allow me to come down to the doctor.
7603. That is when you went on duty at 2 ? Yes. He said, “ Most decidedly, I have no objection to 
allow you to go down as your wife has taken a bad turn.” Inspector Lawless was always kind that way 
to the men.
7604. Mr. BtillT] So it is said. Mr. Abigail says “ kind to a fault.”
7605. Mr. Abigail?] I did not say it, but I will father the statement.

Witness: A statement was then, that afternoon, to come down to the Superintendent, a letter to 
the Superintendent. Inspector Lawless said, “ As you are going down to Liverpool-street you may as 
well take this letter down yourself.”

7606.
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7606. Mr. Bull.] He took advantage of your coming down on your own private business and asked you Senior-
to deliver a letter ? My coming to Lyons’-terrace here, and I brought the letter down and delivered it to constable 
the Superintendent’s office and went to my doctor and got the medicine. I then went home. w-E- Quelch-
7607. Back to your house? Tes, and I did what was necessary in my home, and I was regularly
bewildered m my head ; and then the wife asked me, seeing that I was so upset----- [Interrupted.] to jnov., iaa.-
7608. Mr. Abigail^ I object to this conversation.
7609. Mis Worship.] Did you take any stimulant of any kind ? I had a glass of----- . As soon as I had
attended to my wife and I was coming away again I had a glass of whisky, and I came out on my beat 
and did my duty. •
7610. Mr. Bull.] What time was that ? About 5 o’clock.
7611. You w^ent out then on your beat? Tes. ' •
7612. Tou worked till when ? Till about ten to 6, and then went to the station and sat down.' The - 
relief paraded. It was paraded by Sergeant Houlahan that night, the 7th not the 14th—that is the night
the sergeant was on. Sergeant "Vane was in the station all that afternoon, the 7th and not the 14th.
Constable Moore vras on that afternoon, the 7th and not the 14th. Constable Edwards wras on duty on 
the street on that afternoon ; on the 14th he was at the hospital.
7613. He was actually on duty on the streets on the 7th ? Tes. Constable Cubitt was off duty that 
afternoon, and came on at 6 o’clock. '
7614. He wras not on duty between 2 and 6 ? Not on the 14th ; but he was on the 7th. •
7615. And the 7th that you speak of he was on duty during the afternoon ? He was.
7616. Ihen, haying arrived at the station, what did you do ? I sat down, and being troubled in the head 
and troubled with being left with the children—1 naturally thought the doctor’s statement to be true, 
knowing the^ state of the wife—I got upset, and no doubt I did cry. I know what I had to go through when 
I was left with the two. The relief was paraded then at 6 o’clock by Sergeant Houlahan, marched out, 
and the other relief came in to which I belonged and was dismissed also. Inspector Lawless was there.
After the men had all gone away, and I had recovered a little bit, I got up and walked home.
7617. Tou have heard my friend ask whether you did'not boo-hoo and roar out with some peculiarity, as 
of a man who was drunk ;—you say yoii really were overcome ? I was overcome, and I could not tell 
you what I did.
7618. -Amd is this glass of whisky which you took in the house after you got back from the Superinten
dent s office and the doctor the only stimulant you had taken that day ? That is the only one I had 
taken.
7619. Are you in the habit of taking stimulants ? No.
7620. You do suffer still, do you not, from some stomachic weakness ? I have two complaints—the onlv
things I have suffered with in my life—that is, my bowels and mv head. "
7621. I suppose you know, without being a medical man, that "an affection of the bowels affects your 
head as wrell you have that experience ? I have that experience—I know it too well.
7622. You say, as a fact, you are an abstemious man ? Oh, yes ; I never trouble about it.
7623. Have you ever heard Houlahan, who is kindly inclined" towards you, and Eidley say that they had 
never seen yo.u under the influence of drink ? I have seen it in my own pantry in my own house for 
months and never touched it.
7624. You have heard them all say they have never seen you in this condition before or since ? I will
tell you this : I have had a bottle of rum in my safe for the last seven years, and never touched it and 
never looked at it. ‘
7625. Ms Worship.] There is no record against you for drunkenness? No.
7626. Mr. Bull.] Have you ever been reported for being in a condition or state of intoxication ? Never.
7627. That is your account of this remarkable occurrence of February, 1896 ? Tes.
7628. Speaking of the witness Margoschis, you have had, have you not, in your capacity as an officer, to
complain of the manner in which his business was conducted ? His fellow-businessmen complained to me. '
/629. The other pawnbrokers m the district ? Tes.
7630. The nature of the complaint was ? That Ulakey, a licensed pawnbroker in the same street, a few
yards from his own, refused to pledge before the business hours, and Margoschis----- [Interrupted].
7631. Mr. Abigail.] I object to this. That has been admitted in cross-examination, so why should we sothrough this ? ■ ’ j b
7632. Mis Worship.] There is no doubt that he gave evidence because of the ill-feeling he had towards
Quelch. a
7633. Mr. Bull] Now, Spearman was, as a fact, as he told us, a police officer ? Tes. .
7634. Mr. Abigail] I object to your bringing this out again. This is a waste of time. -
7635. Mis Worship.] Have you assisted in Sun day-selling prosecutions against Spearman? No, never 
gave evidence against him in my life, and never assisted in a prosecution against him.
7636. Mr. Bull.] Tou heard me ask Spearman a question with regard to his conduct towards you recently ^
It is up to to-day. J '
7637. What is the man’s manner and conduct to you whenever he does see you? I cannot pass him
without he ]eers and jests at me ; and he won’t mention any names, but he jeers and laughs. .
/638. There is no doubt that he has great personal dislike to you ? Oh, yes ; on account of my being in 
the company of Sergeant Vane. After he obtained the license I used to go in the company of Sergeant 
Vane, and do my duty; and of course I am not the only one. In fact, I believe it was reported to 
bergeant Yane by another young constable that if he came in the yard he would put him in the water-butt.
/639. That is, that he had said that of some young police officer? Tes. That was going to be given in 
evidence against him at the annual Licensing Court.
7640. He is not now a publican? No.
7641. He is a livery-stable keeper ? He is. " .
7642. Mr. Abigail] You will admit, won’t you, that you did have a glass of whisky? Tes.
7643. Will you admit, too, that it is somewhat peculiar that after you had a glass of whisky and went out
on street duty that Spearman, of all people in the world, should have had an opportunity of seeing you 
m the condition which he describes it is rather peculiar ? It is peculiar. "
/644. And you will further admit that he could not by any process of reasoning or imagination, so far as 
you know, have discovered that you must have had whisky inside when you were on duty—that you must 
have had spirits, intoxicants ? I say I had a glass of whisky.
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Senior- 7615. You won’t, in the face of those facts, notwithstanding the personal dislike which both of you have 
constable £or other, say that Spearman has come here and perjured himself, will you ? I say he has coino here 

W.E.Quelch. an(j perjure(j himself if he says I acted as he says 1 did.
^646. You say you had whisky ? I had one glass.

1° ’ /; 7647. It is peculiar that on this very occasion Spearman should have seen you, as he says, rambling along
and lurching up against the fence ? Yes. _
7648. If it had been a week after, or a week before, there might not have been so much peculiarity ? I
daresay there might have been. _
7649. Did you see Spearman at all that afternoon ? I did not.
7650. Was it because the one glass of liquor had had such an effect upon you that you could not see 
him? No ; I could have seen him, and I always did look out for him in that locality.

. 7651. Do you want to catch him? No.
7652. You are not surprised, then, that he is on the lookout to catch you ? I knew that well. He tried
it once. .
7653. You will admit, won’t you, that having this glass of whisky, and being in the peculiar state of 

, mind you were in, it is most peculiarly unfortunate that he should" have seen you on the very afternoon
that you say you had whisky ? Yes, I suppose it is. _
7654. I suppose you put it down to your ill-luck ;—is that simply another coincidence? I was not in the

■ condition as indicated by Mr. Spearman, not in the least.
7655. You have admitted the peculiarity of his seeing you on the very afternoon that you had whisky ;— 
now, is that merely another coincidence ? I say Spearman never saw me in the condition he said.
7656. You are like an ostrich, aren’t you—because it sticks its head in the sand and cannot see the 
hunters, it thinks they cannot see it—you admit that Spearman saw you and. you could not see him ? I 
did not see Spearman.
7657. Will you swear that Spearman did not see you that very afternoon on which you admit you had
whisky ? I do not say he did not see me. I say he did not see me in the position indicated by his 
evidence. ■ ,
7658. Will you swrear that Spearman did not see you in the locality that he describes ? I do not say at 
all he did not see me.
7659. Do you think that that man would have deliberately called over another constable, and would have 
drawn his attention to your state, if it were not so ? If I was in the same position and the same state 
that Spearman swears he saw me to-day, Spearman would have been the first man to have gone to the 
police station to see the inspector.
7660. Do you not understand that he did something better than that ? jHe, seeing another constable on 
the beat, who could corroborate him in what he wanted to allege against you, it ■would be the very best 
thing he could do to call that very constable and say, “ Now, you see we both see him and he is drunk ”? 
You have heard the constable’s evidence, and, until you called him into the witness-box, I never knew a 
word that Constable Cubitt was ever going to be called on that charge.
7661. Did not you ask him ? Never spoke to the man in my life about it. Never knew he was going to

. be called. •
7662. You heard Cubitt swear here that Spearman called his attention to you ? I did.
7663. Will not you yourself admit that it is most peculiar that you should have been down town, that you 
should have been worried so much, that you should have taken this one glass of whisky, and gone out on 
duty, that Spearman should have seen you and called Cubitt’s attention to you, and that Cubitt should 
have gone over to you, and should admit that you were peculiar, that you should have, gone back to the 
station, and that all these other constables should have seen you in the police station;—do you not think 
that it is very peculiar that all that should have occurred on that particular afternoon that you took this 
one glass of whisky ? They could not see me any other afternoon.
7664. Did not you instruct Mr. Bull that it was an overdose of laudanum ? I never said any such thing.
7665. Did you instruct Mr. Bull to set up a defence here that it was not drink, but laudanum and your 
wife’s illness? I never did.
7666. So that Mr. Bull has merely put the questions out of his own head ? I told Mr. Bull the same as 
I said just now.
7667. Did you tell him anything about the whisky ? I do not believe I did. _
7668. But the first time you told us anything about the whisky was just now when you stepped into the 
box ? It is the first time I told you. It is the first time I told you with reference to the date.
7669. Did you ever tell anybody else that you had had a glass of whisky that afternoon ? I do not know.
7670. Did you tell your inspector? I do not think I did.
7671. Did you tell Sergeant Vane? I do not think I did. I may have done so.
7662. You will admit that February was a particularly hot month ; you will remember 
twelve months was very hot? I cannot remember it.
7673. Did you walk or did you ride down to the doctor’s ? I rode down in uniform.
7674. You say you rode down? Bode down and rode back in uniform.
7675. How long were you at home that day off duty? I was not off duty at all.
7676. Off street duty; you were relieved from your street patrol? No, I was not.
7677. Did not you say that the inspector told you that you could call in at the house ?
7678. How many times did you call in ? I may have called in twice or three times.
7679. You remember other things minutely, on other occasions, why cannot you on this 
not knowhow many times you called in in the morning? Well, say twice.
7680. How many times in the afternoon ? Say twice.
7681. That is four times in the day ? Yes.
7682. Now, is it not a fact that you had your whisky each time ? No.
7683. And that you only remember taking it once? No.
7684. You only had it after you came back with the prescription ? I was on duty all the forenoon.
7685. Do you really keep whisky in the house ? No.
7686. You had rum ? I have had a bottle of rum there for the last seven or eight years.
7687. You have been a sailor? Yes.
7688. Bum has not a particular fancy for a sailor, nor has a sailor for it ? It has for some.
7689. You say you have had that bottle of rum in the house for seven years, blit you do not keep whisky ?
No. ■
7690. Was the whisky for your wife on this occasion ? No. 7691.
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7691. And when the doctor came in, you asked him to have some ? No ; I never made such a fool of myself. Senior-
7692. Tou had it alone ? I had it myself after I came home from the doctor’s. If you want to know
how it came in the house I can tell you. W-E'Quelch-
7693. I am more anxious to know how it went out of the house, whether you took it with you, and i6NovTl897.
whether you concealed it in the way that a man ordinarily does ? No. ’’
7694. Tou say this was on the 7th ? Tes.
7695. Why have you gone through so much elaboration in showing that Constables Edwards and Cubitt
were not on duty on the 14th ;—do you think to evade the occurrence in that way ? No ; I recollect the 
afternoon I was so bad. 8ergeant Houlahan and Constable Moore were not on duty on the 14th. •
7696. Tou will admit that you were bad? I was bad with my head, not with drink.
7697. Who told you your wife was dead ? Nobody.
7698. Have you not heard it sworn here that Sergeant Yane said that your wife was dead, and that was
what you were crying for ? I never told Sergeant Yane. '
7699. Nobody told you that ? No.
7700. Why were you crying ? Eor the newfs I got.
7701. What news did you get ? I told you in the evidence.
7702. Did you get it at 2 o’clock ;—did not you swear here that you saw the doctor ; then he gave you a
prescription, and that prescription was dispensed about 2 o’clock, and that you asked the insnector’s leave, 
and you had to take a letter ? Tes. J'
7703. Tou went down and took the letter down and got the medicine dispensed and then rode back ? Tes.
7704. What time did you get back ? I should say it might have been just after 4.
7705. Did it take you all that while, nearly four hours, to do all that? How can it be four hours—2 to 4.
7706. Did not you go before 1 ? No ; I did not go on duty until 2.
7/07. Tou say you got back about 4 ? Just after 4, perhaps.
7708. Then you got the medicine, saw the patient, and had a whisky, and walked out on duty? No, I 
did not; I remained at home a little while.
7709. How long ? I could not say hoiv long.
7710. I want to know what time you got on the streets again ? It must have been about twenty past 4 
or twenty to 5.
7711. His Worship.^ Tou received no further information about your wife at the station ? Not at the 
station.
7712. Mr. Aiiqaili] Erom the time you left your home, from twenty past 4 or twenty to 5, till you got 
to the station you received no intimation concerning vour wife ? No.
7713. Then you walked out in the street, you came back and were present when the relief was dismissed, and 
then you deliberately sat down in the station and started boo-hooing ? Who says I did not cry in the street ?
7714. Did not Spearman swear he saw you lean againsc the railings ? He saw me walk about 50 yards, 
he says.
/715. Tell me this : How it was that you chose to start crying only when you got to the station if your 
heart was so torn with your anguish over your domestic affliction—why did not you cry at home or cry in 
the street, or why did not you come straight up to your inspector, who you say was so kind to you—and 
was properly so on this occasion—why did not you say, “ Mr. Lawless, my wife is given up; I have gone 
home with the medicine; I am heart-broken as to her condition ; for Q-od’s sake let me go and attend to 
her” ? Inspector Lawless was not in the station then.
7716. Why did you not ask the next officer in charge ? I am doubtful as to his authority.
7717. Had you any doubt on that occasion ? I had, and have the same doubt now.
7718. Did not you assume that you had the inspector’s permission to stay at home ? No.
7719. Tou did not go back on duty until twenty to 5;—why did not you remain there until 6 and then 
report yourself at the station ? I was going off at 6 altogether.
7720. Tou cannot evade the peculiarity of the circumstances, can you ? Tou started crying—you 
received no intimation of the state of your wife’s health from the time you left home until you got to the 
station ;;—did not you feel the effects of the whisky on you ? No.
7721. Did not you feel that you had to get some excuse to evade your guiltiness? No excuse at all.
7/22. And did not you start boo-hooing and crying in order to make people think you were blubbering or 
sobbing, and in order to conceal the effect of the liquor? I do not know what you call boo-hoo crying.
7723. Tou ought to know; you did it; I will call it crying;—did not you do it so that your officers would 
not see that you had been tiking liquor? There was only one officer in the station, Sergeant Vane.
7724. If your breast was so torn with anguish, you were free from duty at 6, why did not you immediately 
go home and cry there—why did you remain in the station when your wife was probably dying;—why 
did not you make a bee-line for home ? I waited until I calmed down, and then walked home.
7725. Did you stop crying in the station ? I do not think I did.
7726. His Worship.^ 1 think it is very cruel to go on in this way.
772/. Mir. Abigail,It 1 find that I have unintentionally done him any wrong I will give him the best 
apology I can. To itie witness: Tou say that you cannot pass Spearman without Spearman says 
something to you ? He alwavs does. '
7728. Is it not equally true that you cannot pass him without you saying something to him ? I never 
speak to the man as long as there is anv breath in my body.
7729. But do you ever speak at him ? No ; if I saw him on the one side of the road I cross over to 
the other; that is my action.
7730. Tou will admit that there is as much ill-feeling on your side against him as there is on his against 
you ? No. 1 have never given evidence against the man iu my life—never prosecuted him.
7731. "Why would you walk over the other side to escape talking to him if there is no ill-feeling ? I go 
over the other side to escape his insults, not to escape talking to him.

' 7732. Is there any truth in what has been stated here by Bidley, that he only sees you officially as little
as possible ? His duty carries him that way.
7733. Tou know the insinuation there, that he does not care to talk to you officially unless it is 
absolutely necessary ? He knows that I will do my duty, and his duty is different from mine, and that
takes him apart from me. ‘ . .
7734. And you will do your duty whatever it is ? Tes.
7735. However cruel it is ? I will do my duty as long as it is straightforward and honest. I will shirk 
nothing towards him or anyone else.
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Inspector Edmund Lawless was recalled :—-
Inspector 7736. Mr. Bull.'] You are the Inspector in charge of the Eedfern division, Quelch being a senior
' aw ess' constable under you ;—do you remember the circumstance of Quelch’s wife being very ill in the early 

^eNov^1897 Part ^as*} year ° I cannot say that I do. I have heard of it. I do not know.
'7737. Have you any recollection with regard to Quelch obtaining permission from you on one occasion to 
attend the doctor and get some medicine which had been prescribed by Dr. McMurray for his wife ? 
I remember that circumstance.
7738. Can you fix any time for that ? No.
7739. I suppose if any man under you were similarly placed and made the same request, you would grant 
the same permission ? Yes.
7740. Do you know as a fact that, in addition to Mrs. Quelch being ill, Q.uelch himself, from time to 
time, has been off on sick-leave, suffering from some illness in the head ? He has been on the sick-list. 
I could not tell you the times or how long.
7741. Do you remember this circumstance that so much has been made of about Quelch being in the 
station one evening sobbing or crying ? I do not.
7742. It is said by at least one witness that you were there ? I possibly might have been there.
7743. Have you ever seen Quelch under the influence of liquor since he has been in the Eorce ? No.
7744. Have you ever seen anything in Quelch’s manner or conduct that would induce you to suppose 
that he was in a state of intoxication P No.
7745. Speaking of him in contrast to some of the men who are under you there, would you say whether 
Quelch is amongst the most abstemious men that you have there ? I should take him to be a very sober man.
7746. You know that a number of men have been reported to you from time to time, and have been dealt 
with by the Superintendent for different conditions of intoxication? Yes.
7747. And speaking of Quelch, has he ever been reported to you in that condition, for instance? No, 
never.
7748. Have you any reason to suppose from any observation of your own, or any information that has 
ever been afforded you, that Quelch has been intoxicated when on duty ? Never yet until this inquiry.
7749. You know Sergeant Yane ? Yes.
7750. Is he the kind of man to show anybody any particular favour;—is he the kind of man to overlook 
a man’s fault if he had one ? I do not think so.
7751. Is he not rather a severe man ? "Well, he has always been very straightforward, and always reports

■ things as he sees them.
7752. Do you think it likely that, seeing Quelch in a state of intoxication, he would overlook it, and not
report it to you ? I do not think so. .
7753. Would you say the same thing of Houlahan? I should think that he would report it to me.
7754. If he had seen Vane in such a condition as would entitle him to think he was in a state of 
intoxication, do you suppose for a moment that he would neglect -to report it to you ? I do not think so 
for a moment.
7755. You have had no complaint against either Vane or Houlahan that they have neglected to do their 
duty in that respect ? No.
7756. Mr. Abigail.] You have confidence in Cubitt and Edwards and Moore and Eidley? I do not 
understand you.
7757. You, as their Inspector, have confidence in them as police oflicers, have you not? In a trust
worthy sense ?
7758. Yes ? Certainly, so far as I have observed them.
7759. You do not think them to be persons who would be liable to come here and either stretch their 
imaginations or tell what is wilfully untrue ? I should think not.
7760. In fact, if you thought they were persons who would wilfully commit perjury you would esteem it 
to be your duty to recommend their dismissal from the Eorce ? I should certainly report the matter.
7761. Will you be surprised to hear that the constables I have named have been called here, and their 
evidence certainly shows that this man was under the influence of liquor.
7762. Mr. Bull.] There is no such evidence.
7763. Mr. Abigail^] Edwards swore that he was under the influence of drink.
7764. Mr. Bull.] In answer to his Worship he said this : That it might have been attributable to great 
depression of mind.
7765. Mr. Abigail.] We have coupled with that Quelch’s own admission that he did have whisky;—at 
any rate, if these witnesses come in the box here and say that Quelch was in the station crying in a 
peculiar manner, and if one witness says—any one of these oflicers says—it was partly due, or might have 
been partly due, in his opinion to distress, and partly due to the influence of an intoxicant, you would not 
say that man was saying what was untrue ? I could not say so unless I had other observations to guide 
me to compare with his.
7766. You were not in the station at the time of this occurrence ? I do not think so. I do not 
remember it.
7767. Sis Worship.] It was not reported to you officially ? No ; and I think it is very remarkable that 
the constables that you speak of did not say something.
7768. Mr. Abigail.] Is it not more remarkable that the senior officer in the station did not sav some
thing? Yes. ' ,
7769. You will admit that it was his duty to say something ? Yes ; and then I could have examined him
myself. “
7770. Assuming that the sergeant failed to do his duty, you would not expect a constable to come and 
tell you ;—would not that be rank insubordination ? No ; it would not. If he thought that the sergeant 
had neglected his duty, and he was a conscientious man, he might say something that would cause me to 
make inquiries. It is not the usual thing.
7771. Will you admit at once the difficulty that a constable would labour under ? The constable would 
think at once that as his officer took no notice he need not.
7772. If the constable found on reporting to you that the superior officer had reported, what would 
become of the constable then ? If he reported that the senior officer did not report, that would be 
making a complaint against his superior officer. I should not think he would do that unless he had 
something very serious to complain of.
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7773. He would experience a difficulty in knowing whether a complaint had or had not been made ? He Inspector
must have some particular motive. -^aw^e3S-
7774. 3fr. Bull.'] Would you think it a great stretch of duty if a constable reported having seen a senior- . C71 '^jsq'r
constable drunk on duty ? I should certainly inquire of the other officer why. 0V’’ '
7775. Supposing he had seen the senior-constable drunk on the street, and you knew that he had seen 
him and had made no report to you, it would be a serious matter of complaint against the ordinary 
constable ? If he was reported for it he would have to explain certainly.
7776. Jlfr. Abigail.] Would it not be first his duty to go to the sergeant-in-charge of the station and 
report ? Tes.
7777. Is not that the ordinary course ? Tes, and if the sergeant took the report he would report it to me.
7778. It would come to you filtering through the proper officers ? Tes. •
7779. Tou will admit that it is a very rare thing for a constable to report a superior officer? It is not 
very common, I will admit.
7780. And you will admit that it is rarer still where conviction follows upon such complaint ? I could 
not say because I cannot recollect any instance.
7781. His Worship.] I admit that it is a risky thing for a subordinate to do.
7782. Mr. Bull.] Tou cannot say the same, nor can the same thing be said of Quelch that can be said of
some men on your division, I mean with regard to drunkenness. Tou do know that even some men who 
have given evidence in this investigation have been often charged and punished for drunkenness ? Some 
of them. ■
7783. His Worship.] Some of them have admitted it themselves.

Senior-sergeant Joseph Bradwell was called and sworn:—
7784. His Worship.] What’s your name ? Joseph Bradwell.
7785. What are you? Senior-sergeant, stationed at Woolloomooloo.
7786. Mr. Abigail.] Do you know Senior-constable Quelch ? Tes.
7787. Was he under your control or not, at Clifton, Illawarra? Tes.
7788. Was that in 1890, in the strike time ? Tes, I believe it was.

- 7789. Was he under the influence of liquor whilst there ? Tes.
7790. Was he badly so ? Tes. ■
7791. May I say madly so ? Tes.
'792. Was he, as a matter of fact, put in irons ? Put under arrest.
7793. Did you order him to be placed under control ? Tes.
7/94. What sort of control was it? I ordered him to be taken to his quarters from the canteen at 
Clifton.

Senior- 
sergeant 

J. Bradwell.

16Nov., 1897.

7795. His Worshipi] Was he then in the Water Police ? No.
7796. Mr. Abigail.] He was in the Police Porce then under you? Certainly; he was there on special 
duty.
7797. Mr. Bull.] I suppose you have been drunk in your time—it is only pot calling kettle black ? Tes.
7798. It is a happy thing to get drunk ? It is a very good man that never does wrong; lam always- 
careful.
7799. Were you drunk vourself at Clifton ? No.
7800. What ? No..
7801. Were not you charged with being drunk down there, and wanting to fight? No; I will swear I 
never was. I will swear that I never was charged with intoxication at Clifton under any circumstances.
7802. Tou were boss of the show there ? I was not boss all the time there.
7803. Do you mean to say that you were not intoxicated during the time you were there ? No.
7804. Were you not wanting to fight one of the sergeants of the artillery down there ? No.
7805. Did nobody tell you you were so drunk that you wanted to do that ? No.
7806. Do you remember your wife bringing a bottle of rum from Sydney ? Tes. -
7807. Did you break it? No. ”
7808. Did you drink it? No; Providence intervened in that case.
7809. And broke it ? Tes. It was put on the table, and I was going to serve it out as far as it would go, 
and I went out for some water and the bottle collapsed on the table.
7810. Mr. Abigail.] Tou did not keep it seven years, then? No.

,7811. His Worship.] Was Quelch reported for this drunkenness? He was.
7812. Was he punished ? No.
7813. Mr. Bull.] Why ? I do not know.
7814. Who reported him ? I did. -
7815. Whom to ? Superintendent Byland.
7816. Did you report him to Byland ? Tes.
7817. Mr. Abigail^] I will call for the papers.
7818. Mr. Bull.] Tou say you did report it ? Tes.
7819. And nothing was done ? Mr. Byland came down from where he was stationed, at Bulli, and told 
me to tell Quelch to apply for a transfer to Sydney, and to make some excuse; anything would do, and 
Quelch did so, and he was sent on down to Sydney.
/ 820. Tou were all down there at the same time as the military ? There were military there.
7821. I was there, too. Do you remember that I was prosecuting many of these men for intimidation ?
I think I do now ; Mr. Levien was there. ’
7822. The times were rather exciting there ? There was not much excitement at Clifton.
7823. Was it not at Clifton that a lot of the free-labourers had been met and beaten back to the South 
Clifton side ? That was the case that you referred to where you were prosecutino-.
7824. That was fairly exciting? It was not much. °
7825. His Worship.] As a matter of fact, he was not punished for that alleged drunkenness? I 
believe not.
7826. Mr. Bull.] Do you say he was transferred to Sydney ? Tes.
7827. Do you not know that he applied for special leave to see a child that was at that time ill ? That
was the application that he made, that one of the children was ill. 7828
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Senior- 7828. Will you say this, and do you not know it, did he not actually receive a telegram from the Depart- 
J bradwell lnen* granting that leave, and was not that why he left Clifton and came to Sydney ? I cannot say any

thing about a telegram. My instructions were to tell him to apply to them to go to Sydney.
I6Nov. 1897. 7829. You were removed from Eedfern ? Yes.

’ 7830. That -was over Constable G-uilfoyle ? No.
7831. Were not you mixed up in a case with Constable Gruilfoyle;—did not that bring about your 
removal ? No.

, 7832. Are you sure of that? Yes; I can explain satisfactorily.
7833. You are a Mason, are you not ?
7834. Mr. Abigail.'} Is that fair; we have not asked “ Are you a Eoman Catholic, or a Protestant, or a 
Christadelphian ” ?
7835. Mr. Bull.} Are you a Mason ? I have been a Mason.
7836. Were there some complaints -with regard to your going home, dressing in evening dress, and 
attending these Masonic banquets ? No.
7837. Any such charge as that ? - No; I never attended any lodge meetings without I had the full con
currence of the officer-in-charge. ,
7838. How many times were you reduced for misconduct of any sort? I was reduced once for being the 
author of a poem.
7839. I see the report is “ Circulating a scurrilous paper, of which he was believed to be the author, 

_ tending to bring Sergeant Dale into contempt, and to damage the discipline of the Porce”? I never
heard that charge before.
7840. I may tell you that this is the defaulter’s sheet, signed by Superintendent Eead;—that is on the 
evidence of Constables Dillon, Sprowle, and Porsythe ? I can recite the scurrilous poem now.
7841. You were reduced to the rank of first-class constable from a senior-constable ? Yes. It was not 
for that I was reduced. I know what I was reduced for.
7842. Mr. Abigail.} There are some funny things----- [Interrupted} ? Any amount of them. I should like
to explain now. There were more engineers in Eedfern than Guilfoyle. He had nothing to do with it. 
There were more underground engineers than Guilfoyle. That is twenty-six years ago that occurred. 
I have been over thirty years in the Service, and am as open as a book.
7843. Mr. Bull.} As a fact, you were reprimanded even the year before last ? Yes.
7844. Charged with being drunk on duty one night ? Yes. .
7845. And reprimanded for that? Yes. With reference to that charge, I went to several medical men 
in College-street, and I could not get any of them there ; I went to the Hospital and was inspected by 
two medical men ; and then I went to the police surgeon, and saw him at his residence, and could have 
easily have got out of that charge because the medical men were quite prepared to prove the contrary, 
and I thought the easiest way was the best, and I did not want to fight the police authorities, and I 
pleaded guilty.
7846. The charge was really made by Sub-inspector Eobinson ? I do not know.
7847. And three witnesses were called to prove this ? I did not know of this. 1 could bring three 
medical men.
7848. Mr. Abigail.} I see the defaulter’s sheet my friend has referred to. The first charge on it is :—- 
“ June 21st, 1868, neglect of duty ”? I do not recollect it. I have been up for a lot of things. I have 
never done anything to disgrace the Police Porce, or disgrace myself and family. I am able to hold my 
head up in Sydney where a good many cannot.

Senior-constable Arthur Stocks Cook wras called and sworn :—
Senior- 7849. His Worship.} What is your name ? Arthur Stocks Cook, 

constable 7850. What are you ? Senior-constable, and clerk to Inspector Lenthall.
A. S. Cook. 7851. Mr. Bull.} You know Senior-constable Quelch ? Yes.
iirlv ~iscr 7852. I understand that in 1890 you were down doing special duty in strike time at Bulli or Clifton ? Yes. 

°v., /. 7853. Was Quelch there at the same time ? Yes.
7854. What was Quelch’s conduct whilst he was down there on this special service? I know nothing 
against him. His conduct was all right, so far as I know.
7855. Did you at any time see him so drunk as to necessitate being put into irons ? No, I did not.
7856. What work was Quelch doing down there ? He was acting with me in the cook house; we were 
cooking for 150 men, and we used to be up in the morning at half-past 5 to get the men’s breakfasts 
ready, and then again at 10 we used to have to get another breakfast, and then we used to prepare for 
the dinner, and then prepare for the tea.
7857. You were pretty hard worked ? We were sometimes working until 10 o’clock at night.
7858. The other men who were supposed to be on duty had better times than that? They could sit about.
7859. Was Quelch ever intoxicated whilst he was working with you ? No.
7860. Did you ever hear that Bradwell had reported him to Inspector Eyland for intoxication down 
there? No.
7861. Have you ever heard that until I suggested it to you ? Yes, I have.
7862. When did yon hear it ? I heard it from Mr. Dacey.
7863. He spoke to you ? He sent for me.
7864. Tell us the conversation which you had with Mr. Dacey ? Mr. Dacey said he sent for me to ask 
me if I knew the general conduct of Quelch during the time that we were together in Clifton on strike

‘ duty, and if I had been ordered to put Quelch in irons by the sergeant-in-charge, and also to rope him
up. I said no ; I had received no such instructions. Nothing had been said to me about it.
7865. Nor did any such necessity arise ? Not so far as I know.
7866. His Worship.} Was he drunk at all? No.
7867. Mr. Bull.} Do you remember some word coming down with regard to some sickness of one of his 
children? I heard from himself that his wife was suffering, and also one of the children, and not 
expected to live and heard that he had applied to Inspector Eyland to allow him to come back to Sydney 
on that account, and shortly after he came back he was promoted.
7868. Did you know that he was transferred or sent back because of intoxication down there ? No ; if 
that had been the case he would not have been promoted.
7869. He could not have been promoted ? No; more likely have been dismissed. 7870.
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7870. Was Mr. Eyland a man likely to overlook anything of the sort ? No ; very strict.
7871. Possibly the strictest man in the Force for twenty years ? Tes.
7872. And in consequence of bis work down there, and his efficiency, Quelch got promotion ? 1 believe
it was.
7873. Mr. Abigail^ You know Senior-sergeant Bradwell ? Tes.
7874. Would you be surprised to hear that he says that he ordered him to be taken from the canteen 
for drunkenness ? If he did it was not I that he ordered.
7875. I suppose he could have done that without you knowing anything about it? I should have heard 
it in the camp ; these things are talked about amongst the men.
7876. Is it not likely that you would have been off duty ? I was never off duty.
7877. You would not take the responsibility of saying that what Bradwell says is untrue ? I do not think 
it is feasible.
7878. Would you say that Senior-sergeant Bradwell came here and said what was untrue ? I say that 
he never told me to put the man in irons.
7879. If Senior-sergeant Bradwell says that Quelch was drunk—badly drunk and madly drunk—and that 
he ordered him to be removed and sent to his quarters, because he was so badly drunk, are you going to 
say that Senior-sergeant Bradwell is wrong? I could not say that. If he did, it would be on record in 
the Police Superintendent’s Office.
7880. Tou have been on the carpet ? Tes ; so has every man in the Force.
7881. Eecently ? No; not this last ten years.
7882. Have you not recently—very recently—been taken in by Superintendent Eead and spoken to about 
this very matter ? No.
7883. Tou and Freeman ? No. I was not on the carpet. I was simply sent for and asked if I had given 
any communication to the Commission regarding the conduct of Quelch. I said, “ No.” That was the 
first I heard of it.
7884. Were not you asked by Superintendent Eead if you had given any information to Mr. Dacey ? 
No ; Mr. Dacey’s name was not mentioned.
7885. It was “ to the Commission” ? Tes.
7886. Tou said, “ No ”? Tes.
7887. Were not you asked further, directly, was there any truth in this allegation against Quelch that 
whilst he was in the camp there he was under the influence of liquor, and had been reported by the senior- 
sergeant, and did not you say, “I cannot remember anything about it”? -No. I said that, on one 
occasion, when he was disappointed at not getting permission to return to Sydney to see his wife and child, 
he was very excited. He was awfully excited. He is of a very excitable temperament.
7888. Mr. Abigail.^ I think I must leave this. He has a charmed life. It is a mass of coincidences.
7889. Was he under the influence of drink? Ido not think so. He was very excited over not going 
back to Sydney. -
7890. He was not drinking ? He was not drinking. He would take a glass, but he was not drinking to 
excess.
7891. But you say on this occasion he was very badly excited ? Very much excited on this occasion 
about not being able to go to Sydney.
7892. Do you think that that was the 'occasion that Senior-sergeant Bradwell had him sent back to his 
quarters ? I could not say.
7893. Bis Worship^] However, he was not punished ? No. -
7894. Mr. Abigail.] Did you hear that he had been told to send in an application for removal? No.
7895. Where an officer wants to be removed from one station to another it is necessary to urge some 
reason for it, is it not ? If he had misconducted himself the Superintendent would show him why.
7896. Supposing there was a wish that that should be avoided? If he wished to be transferred ho 
would apply and state his reasons.
7897. Supposing he was being charitably dealt with or looked after he could not expect to get. a bare 
application for removal without reasons granted ? He would not get it.
7898. But if he took advantage of what was known to be correct—namely, the illness at home—that
would be a sufficient ground for removal ? No, not under those circumstances. •
7899. Ho had a telegram ? I do not know anything about that. Someone came up and saw him on that 
occasion who informed him as to the state of his wife.
7900. Mr. Bull.] As a fact, did not he work with you the whole of the time that he was there ? He did.
7901. From the day he went there- until he left ? Yes. '
7902. I suppose grog was served out to you people there? There was a canteen, and each man was
allowed a pint of beer for his dinner. .
7903. And I suppose many of them took more than their allowance? They took what they paid for.
7904. And the officers who were fond of it took what they wanted ? They took what they wanted.
7905. Was not Superintendent Eyland there almost daily ? Not every day, but nearly daily.
7906. He scarcely missed two days during the whole time ? No.
7907. As a matter of fact, you got down to the camp after Quelch—Quelch was there first in the
kitchen ? I think he was there two days before I got down. ,
7908. Bis Worship.] Was Sergeant Bradwell immediately in charge then under Eyland? Tes; and 
there were several others.- Senior-sergeant Fowler was there.
7909. Mr. Bull.] Senior-sergeant Fowler came from Berrima, did he not ? Tes.
7910. Did you people work all night and all day pretty well ? Tes.
7911. There was not much work for the others until the police were called down to Kembla;—you
remember that, do you not ? Tes. .

Senior- 
constable 

A. S. Cook.
16 Nov., 1897.

. Charge No. 12.
“ Misconduct in connection with the ‘ Salutation Hotel.’ ” 

Mrs. Annie Brown was called and sworn :—
7912. Bis Worship.] What is your name ? Annie Brown.
7913. What are you ? Married woman.
7914. Living where ? In Waterloo. ’
7915. In a hotel ? In a private house.

Mrs.
A. Brown.

ygjg 16 Nov., 1897.
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Mrs. 791G. Mr. Abigail.'] With regard to this witness I ask for all the latitude the conditions of this inquiry
A. Brown. allow me. To witness: Are you related to Mr. Quelch in any way? Well, I do not know
iwhether you would call it a relation. I could not say myself.
16.Nov., 1897. 7927. Are you related to Mrs. Quelch? Yes; by marriage.

7918. Do you remember July, 1895, something occurring in the “Salutation Hotel” ? Yes; I do not know 
the day of the month.
7919. Do you remember being in the “Salutation Hotel” about 4 a.m. ? I did not know it was that time ; 
but in the morning. 1 was there and intended to stop there all the night. I was there all the evening.
7920. You had been there in the early part of the evening ? Yes.
7921. You were a friend of the licensee ? Yes, and he was a friend of mine.
7922 And you w'ere on intimate relations—you knew each other intimately ? Very.
7923. You remember Mr. Quelch coming into the hotel ? 1 remembered the face, but I did not know it
was Mr. Quelch.
7924. Do you remember a policeman, whom you now know to be Senior-constable Quelch, coming into 
the hotel about 4 o’clock in the morning ? Three of them.
7925. And he was accomjianied by tw'o other constables ? Yes.
7926. Do you know' who the other constables were ? I do not.
7927. What room of the hotel did they come into ? Into a side room. I do not know which way they 
came in.
7928. Could that be seen from the footpath;—was it a room abutting on the footpath ? Not in Botany-
road. ■
7929. In Betreat-street ? Yes ; the bar parlour was in Betreat-street.
7930. I want you to describe what took place when the constables came in. Do not allow' any notions of 
delicacy to deter you from telling His Worship w'hat took place, and the position you were in. AVere 
you standing up, sitting down, or lying dowrn ? I was going to lie down.
7931. You were going to remain ? Yes.
7932. And the licensee W'as about to make a bed up for you ? Yes.
7933. He had gone for the bed-clothes ? No ; he was there. (
7934. With the bed-clothes ? No. We were both in the room. It w'as raining.
7935. AVhen the three constables came in ? Yes.
7936. What did Quelch say to you ? I do not think he spoke at all. He said, “ Hullo, what’s this ?” 
That is all I remember.
7937. Anything else ? He said, “ Come along with me.” Mr. Byan looked at me and I looked at him.
7938. Then what was done ? Nothing at all.
7939. Did you say anything ? I did not. I cried bitterly, and Mr. Quelch said he was surprised at me.
7940. Anything else? I walked to the station.
7941. Did he charge you with anything? No. _
7942. What became of the other two constables ? We walked along Botany-road and he dismissed them 
at one of the cross streets.
7943. Did you go to the station ? Yes.
7914. AVhat did he do w'hen he got to the police station ? He told me to sit down on the corner of a form 
in the yard while he went into the office or stood at the door of the office at the Bedfern Police Station.
7945. Did he talk to somebody there? I did not see anybody ; I never raised my head.
7946. You were cut up about this? I was and am still.
7947. You were very much affected ? I know I had no business to be there, but it ajipears that Mr. Quelch 
had no business to get into the place, but still I did not know.
7948. You went to the station and sat on the form as you described while he went into the police station ? 
As I was told.
7949. What did he tell you after that or what did he do ? He lives near where I live and ho walked down 
the street with me.
7950. And did not make any charge against you ? He never sjioke to me until he called me by my name 
and said he was surprised at me.
7951. What did he call you ? I do not know whether he called me “ Mrs. Brown” or “ Annie.”
7952. He passed his place and went to your place? Left me at the entrance of where I live and said 
“ good morning” to me, and I said “ good morning” to him.
7953. I hope you will not think this is bitter but I am bound to put it. Did he make any overtures to 
you? No ; no more than Mr. Byan had promised to pour out a drink, some schnapps, and as we were 
walking along he said something about schnapps ; but of course I had been drinking schnapps.
7951. bid he say this to you, “Now, I will let you go home if you will give me what you promised 
Byan” ? No. _ ‘
7955. Did you never tell anybody that ? No ; I never did. I have been asked by one constable, I do not 
know his name.
7956. Did you ever tell anybody that Quelch said to you, “ Give me what you promised Byan and I will 
let you go” ? No, sir. I think Mr. Quelch more a gentleman than to speak to me in such a manner.
7957. Have you changed your opinion of him ? I never had any wrong opinion of him in my life.
7958. You spoke to him to-day ? I saw the man when he was going out to Mr Lawless. I said, “ AVhat 
do they want me for ?” and he said, “ About the hotel affair,” and that was all that passed between us.
7959. And did not he tell you not to bother him ? No, sir, he did not.
7960. Did not he tell you that he had no time to talk to you ? No, sir, he did not.
7961. But he said he did. AVill you not change your mind now ? No. I just said to him, “ What do 
they want me for ?” and he said, “ About that hotel,” and that is all that passed between us.
7962. You knew all about it then, when he told you it was about the hotel affair ? Certainly, after I got 
a summons; and this gentleman [indicating Mr. Dacey] has been to my house and he called upon me to 
see about Mr. Quelch, and he told me he would come again, and that I had been drinking whiskey.
7963. It was true,.was it not? Yes, I had, in my own house.
7964. And Mr. Dacey refused to see you because you had been drinking whiskey, and said he would come 
again ? No. He came again on Saturday. He came twice, and he served me with this summons.
7965. You asked him to come in? I was washing and I asked him in as a woman need not be afraid to 
do, if I did act wrongly when Mr. Quelch caught me. My husband was in the house.

• 7966. What was the wrong;—drinking a glass of schnapps ? I decline to answer you.
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7967. Whatever wrong you were doing Mr. Quelch took you home instead of making a complaint against 
you at the station ? He did not take me home. He was going home, and I suppose, having respect for 
me, no doubt he was sorry, he told me to hurry up before the next lot of policemen got in.
7968. He did not make any charge against you or want to get you locked up ? He never told me—no.
7969. Would you be surprised to hear that he actually tried to get a charge against you, and the sergeant- 
in-eharge would not take it? I do not know.
7970. And that then he took you home merely to find out your address ? He knows me quite well, and 
he knows all belonging to me and where I live. He knows I belong to a respectable family.
7971. When he came out of the hotel he said, “ Come along with me” ? I do not know. I was as 
innocent as I could be.
7972. Did you not think that Quelch had you in charge—that you were in custody? Well, I suppose 
my own wickedness would make me think so.
7973. Do you not think it is a peculiar thing that, when he took the trouble to take you all the way to the
police station----- ? It is not very far. "
7974. That he should let you go without charging you with anything? I do not know. I do not under
stand the law or how things would be. I did not know whether Mr. Eyan would get a summons, because 
I was innocent.
7975. Innocent of what? I do not know.
7976. Had you been guilty of any wickedness ? I decline to answer. I have known Mr. Eyan for years.
7977. Tou saw Sergeant Yane about coming here on your summons? Never spoke to him, sir.
7978. Did not you ask him ? Never spoke to him.
7979. Did not you ask him whether Mr. Dacey could compel you to come here and give evidence ? Never. 
I have never breathed it to a soul but my own heart, and nobody knows it but my God above me.
7980. Did not Sergeant Yane tell you that you could snap your fingers at Mr. Dacey and that you need 
not come? Never did. Ask the gentleman yourself. He lives in my neighbourhood.
7981. Have you spoken to him since you were served with the summons ? No, sir, I have not.
7982. Did you ever tell anybody you did? No ; I have not.
7983. That you need not come here for all the Daceys in the world? I did not know this gentleman’s 
name [indicating Mr. Dacey']. I did ask him if he was a reporter for the Truth. He had plenty to say.
7984. Mr. Bull] Perhaps my friend will say what the misconduct that he complains of against Quelch is.
7985. Mr. Abigail.] The misconduct is this :—My charge under instructions was that, without rhyme or 
reason, he got over the fence of this hotel, got through the back way into the hotel simply because he saw 
this lady with Mr. Eyan in the dining-room near a sofa: that he took this woman up then to the station 
and that he endeavoured to lay a charge against her, leaving her outside on a form.
7986. His Worship.] A charge of what ? I do not know. The officer-in-charge refused to take a charge, 
and he then said, “ I will take her home just to see where she lives.”

Witness : That is false. Mr. Quelch knows all belonging to me. I live in George-street. He 
knows that I am a respectable woman. '
7987. Mr. Abigail.] We say first that he had no right to break and enter this hotel; and ive further say 
that this woman was falsely arrested, and wrongly arrested, by him, and then we want to draw certain 
inferences.

Mrs.
A. Brown. 

16NovV1897.

7988. Ilis Worship.] It is for her to complain if she was wrongly arrested.
7989. Mr. Abigail.] We can complain too. .
7990. Mr. Bull.] Will your Worship kindly look at this entry in this book [Exhibit No. 35] “ At 5'30 
a.m. Senior-constable Quelch brought to the station a woman named Ann Brown, of Pitt-street, Waterloo, 
found in the parlour of the “ Salutation Hotel,” where she had been detained by the licensee for an 
immoral purpose. The back of the hotel was open, and a light outside of the front door burning all night. 
Senior-constable entered with Constables Edward and Castle and found the licensee having connection 
with the wroman in the parlour.—S. C. Quelch. 30/7/95 (page 82, rough book). Attended to. Constable 
Jackson for inquiry and report. This woman is married and living with her husband at above address.”

Witness : Mr. Quelch acted as a gentleman. He told me I ought to have known better. That is 
over two years ago.
7991. Mr. Bull.] Certain things were reported to Quelch by one of the officers. Quelch, with that 
officer and another, went to the hotel, found the back gate open, and saw the whole place lit up—in fact, 
the licensee was so amorous that he had forgotten all about his lights.

Witness: Tes he did. 1 -
7992. Mr. Bull.] And the three policemen on entering made certain observations. The woman, there is 
not the slightest doubt, was taken out of the place for her own personal protection.
7993. Mr. Abigail.] I am submitting this that even if he saw the licensee in the position described he 
had no right to enter the hotel.
7994. Mr. Bull.] Was not the gravamen of this charge that not only did Quelch prevent this 'woman 
doing something, but that on the way back he made improper overtures to her. Quelch has never had any 
conversation with this woman about it ? [Witness] : He never has. As far as I know my husband knows 
nothing about it.
7995. Mr. Abigail.] Tour husband knows all about it ? He would kill me dead if he did.
7996. It is because this woman has talked about these things in her cups, that it has got to other people’s 
ears, and is reported to me, and I get my instructions the way I do. But, apart from that, we are not 
charging him with surprising these two in some act of wickedness, but we say that, even if he saw this, he 
had no right to force an entry into this hotel.
7997. His Worship] It is for the licensee to complain. The book there shows that the hotel was open.
7998. Mr. Bull] Tou heard a question put to you by Mr. Abigail; I ask you to think seriously over 
this, and say whether there is an atom of foundation for any such thing; he asked you whether, on the 
way from the hotel to the lock-up, Quelch had said to you, “Now, I will let you go if you will give me 
what you promised Eyan ”? No, sir. I swear it solemnly ; so help my God.
7999. Did he take you into the lock-up at all? No, sir.
8000. Did not he ask you to sit down on a seat in the yard? Tes, sir.
8001. Did not he ask you to wait there until the relief, and then he would see you down as far as your
place ? No, sir. He told me to hurry up the street; to walk quicker to get away before we met those . 
men. ’
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Mrs. 8002. Had you any idea in your mind except this—that what Quelch was doing he was doing in your own
A. Brown, protection ? I did not know what to think. I did not know what X was going to be done with.

8003. Is it a fact that the place was lit up ? Tes. .
16Nov., 1897. 800i In facti j»jan had forgotten about the lights? Tes. I made an attempt to come out, and it was 

' raining, about 1 o’clock, and I saw a fair policeman, and I went in and said, “ Jim, you have not put out 
your lights, and it is raining; I will not go. I must have a shake-down, and get aviay early in the 
morning.” _
8005. Tou had been drinking there ? Tes, sir, I had. It is more to my shame to say so.
8006. Have you been upbraided by your husband for any allegation of misconduct on that night until
now ? No, sir ; he would not live with me again. .
8007. Is it not a fact that so far as you know at present your husband has no knowledge of your mis
conduct? No, sir. __________________ _

Constable G-. H. Edwards was recalled:—
Constable figoS. Mr. Abigail,'] Out of compassion for this unfortunate who is bound to be affected if this is printed,
_?’■ I will be willing to have this expunged from the records if Mr. Bull can show me officially that Quelch

had a right to be there, and a right to be legged up over the fence at the back of the hotel.
16 Nov, 1897. 8009. Mr. Bull.] We can only explain our conduct by evidence. I will show that there was no such 

' thing as being legged up, and that the place was open and they walked in. ' , ^ -ui
8010. Mr. Abigail (to witness).] Ton were in company with Senior-constable Quelch and Constable
Castles on the night of July, 1895, at the “Salutation Hotel ” ? Tes. -
8011. About what time ? I think it was about A30 in the morning.
8012. Were you on duty ? Tes.
8013. It was part of your beat ? Tes. _
8014. Where did you meet Quelch ? I met him outside this hotel. . i
8015. Then he was outside when you came up? No. I was standing there, and he walked down the 
road.
8016. Where did you meet Castles ? Castles came down after we were together. .
8017. Now, what was done when Quelch got down there ? I drew Quelch s attention to the fact that
there was something going on inside, and that there were evidently drinks being served. I had heard 
the clinking of glasses and so on, and on two or three occasions Mrs. Brown was trying to come out, and 
when she saw me she went back. I also heard groans inside the hotel. _
8018. Sighs ? Something I thought to be groans, and sounded like groans, and the lamp outside was 
alight, and the light in the bar was alight and wje discovered that a part ot the window was broken, and the 
Venetian blinds were also broken, and we went and looked through it, but we did not^see anything, but 
we heard groans again, or some sounds representing groans ; and Quelch said to^ me, Tou had better 
give me a leg over the fence. I will see what it is.” I went to the lane there and gave Quelch a leg up, 
and he got over, and Castles came down while we were at the window, and he remarked something to the 
effect that there was something cronk there, and he had been watching as well.
8019. Did you tell Quelch it was Mrs. Brown ? No ; I did not know who it was.
8020. Did he see her ? Tes, inside. .
8021. Before he got a leg over ? No. _ _
8022. When you legged him over the fence, how did you get in? He undid the side gate.
8023. And you got in that way ? Tes.
8024. Tou and Castles went through to the back ? Tes.
8025. And got in through the kitchen ? The back door wras open.
8026. That is the kitchen door ? Tes.
8027. Tou walked right through to the bar parlour? Tes ; and when I got there I struck a match 
according to instructions from Quelch, and upon striking the match the licensee was in the act of 
buttoning his trousers up, and the woman was on the sofa with her clothes partly down as if they were 
pulled up in a hurry.
8028. Tou went in under instructions from your superior officer ? _ Tes.
8029. Simply because vou thought there was drinking there ? I did not know what there was.
8030. Did not you go in for that reason? Partly. _
8031. Tou know that none of you were authorised to go in there, do you not ? Me did not know what
the matter was inside. The man—the publican—was a widower, I believe. .
8032. Tou had seen him and the woman there, and you had seen some act of indecency; did you not
say so? Apparently. It was suspicious.
8033. Tou saw sufficient to make you believe that there was about to be an act of indecency ? Tes.
8031. Mis Worship.] Was it a public part of the hotel ? It was the parlour.
8035. .Mr. Afo'yinZ.] The parlour down Betreat-street? Tes.
8036. But before you legged Quelch over you told him that a woman was there ? Tes. I did not say 
“ Mrs. Brown.”
8037. And with the licensee ? I do not know whether I said “ with the licensee. _
8038. Or publican;—you told him that there was something suspicious going on there in the shape of 
indecency? No; I do not think I did.
8039. Did not you say, “ There is something going on in here ”? Tes, I did.
8040. "What did you mean by that? I heard the clinking of glasses and some noises representing
groaning. . _ ... , • • , , o me8041. Tou did not connect the groaning and clinking of glasses with drinking in prohibited hours ? They
were both at different times. ( .
8042. Why did not you knock at the front door or knock at the bar-parlour door ? I did not know that
it was necessary to do that. _ _
8043. Would not that have been an easier way of getting in? Tes. _ _ ,
8044. Would it not have been the best possible way of attracting the attention of those inside, knocking
at the very door of the room in which they were? Tes; but that would put them on their guard, and 
we would'not have seen anything if we had done that. _
8045. When you got inside what was done ? Quelch said something to the publican to the effect that it 
would be reported to Mr. Lawless, and I believe it was entered in the book. He took the woman, to the

1 best
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best of my belief, and Castles and I walked a part of tbe way up with him, but when we got to Raglan- 
street we hung back because we were a bit too soon to go up. We went towards George-street.
8046. What did he do then ? He went up to the station.
8047. Was that the shortest way to the station? Tes.
8048. Would that be past Mrs. Brown’s house? Towards Mrs. Brown’s house.
8049. Did you see him go into the station ? I think he took us off that morning.
8050. Did you know whether any charge had been laid against this woman ? There was no charge laid ;
I know for a fact, because I was going to lay hold of the woman, but he said, “ Don’t lay hold of the 
woman, because there is no charge against her.” ,
8051. She went with him ? Tes ; they walked along together.
8052. Did you two constables walk along the same way, behind them or with them ? With them as far 
as Raglan-street.
8053. There was no doubt the woman was in custody ? Ho ; she was not in custody.
8054. Why should she be taken to the station ? I do not know whether she was or not. It is only what 
I hear.
8055. If she were taken to the station and a complaint entered up in the rough book, or a report made, 
would not you assume that she was in custody ? No, I would not. There are complaints laid in books 
up there, but no one is in custody at the same time.
8056. If she was not in custody or under arrest, why should she be taken to the police station ? I do 
not know that she was.
8057. Assuming that she was taken there, why should she be taken there if not in custody ? I do not know.
8058. Mr. Bull.'] I suppose there was quite enough indication to you on the outside of that place to lead 
you to suppose that it was certainly not closed to business ? Well, I heard glasses going in the bar.
8059. Did you not hear more than that ? I heard bottles popping, and so on.
8060. How long had you been near the house ? I had been there on two or three different occasions 
when I had been round on my beat.
8061. Each time did you hear the noise of glasses ? Tes.
8062. Did you hear corks pop, as if drawn from bottles? On one or two occasions.
8063. Did you hear people talking inside—a man’s voice and a woman’s voice ? Tes ; but I could not
make out what they were saying. .
8064. And when Quelch came down, he really came down on his business and duty as a senior-constable 
to you on the beat ? Tes.
8065. And then you reported what you had seen ? Tes.
8066. Do you remember that Castles was there ? Tes.
8067. Do you remember his saying in your presence and Quelch’s that he had 'also been watching the 
house ? Tes.
8068. Do you remember his describing what he had seen and heard ? I do not remember that.
8069. Saying that he had heard noises in the house, and the lamps were kept alight all night ? Tes.
8070. Did these groans indicate anything to you—that a person was in some distress or trouble ? I 
would not say they were groans. They were like groans.
8071. Did you want to find out the meaning of them ? If I heard anyone in the road groaning like that, 
I should certainly go and see what was the matter with them.
8072. Did you tell anybody that Quelch had made improper overtures to this woman? No ; I did not.
8073. Did you tell anybody that as he walked along the road he asked her to let him have what she had 
already promised Eyan ? No.
8074. Tou have not made a statement of the circumstances to anybody, have you ? No.
8075. Mr. Abigail.] Before you gave Quelch a leg up over the back gate, did not you suspect that an act
of immorality was being committed ? No.
8076. Did Quelch, from what he had seen? No ; I do not think so.
8077. His Worship.] I presume you thought that drinking was going on in the hotel—that the law was
being disobeyed in that hotel ? Tes.
8078. Mr. Bull.] And something else, because if he had heard the same groans in the street anywhere, it 
would have been his first business to go and see what caused them.

Constable 
G. H. 

Edwards.

16NowD897.

Between 4 16Nov”1897-

Constable Nicholas Moore was recalled :— .
8079. Mr. Abigail.] Tou were the officer-in-charge of the station in July, 1895? Tes; I was on reserve 
duty.
8080. On the 30th July ? Tes.
8081. Did Quelch bring Mrs. Brown to the station in the early hours of the morning ? 
and 5, Senior-Constable Quelch brought the woman to the station.
8082. Just tell us what he said ? He stated that in passing the “ Salutation Hotel ” he saw a light, and 
that, on looking through the window, he saw this woman, and the publican with the woman having 
connection with her. He said he turned her out, and he said he had brought her up to the station. I 
suggested that there was no charge against the woman for it, and he told her to sit outside, and he 
dictated that entry in the book.
8083. Mr. Abigail.] I will put this in. Page 82 of the rough occurrence book. [Exhibit No. 35.]

Witness: In the ordinary wav I should have called the sergeant, but there was no charge.
8084. Mr. Abigail.] Was it said that the senior-constable thought that they were drinking within pro
hibited hours ? No ; he said the place was lighted up, and he said he caught them in the act of having 
connection.
8085. The report says nothing about any suspicious circumstances—about drinking—does it ? No ; he 
did not say anything about drinking. This entry of mine is from his dictation.
8086. Did he really wish to lay a charge against this woman? No. He brought her to the station. 
Under the fact of him bringing her to the station I surmised that there might be some charge, and I 
drew his attention to the fact that there was nothing that the police could interfere with, so far as 
charging the woman, and he sat her down and told me, ‘‘I will see her home.”
8087. Did he tell ybu he knew her ? I could not say that.
8088. And then he left with her ? Tes ; he left with her.

Constable 
N. Moore.

8089,
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Constable 8089. Did she ever mate any complaint do you know about this? From hearsay, not directly.
8090. There was a good deal of talk in the neighbourhood about it ? No; I heard it from the men in 

IGNov 1897 station ; one man in particular spoke to me.
’ 8091. M.r. Bull.'] Who was that ? Constable Christison, on the next night when I was on duty, came to

me and told me that she had made a complaint, and asked me was it a fact that this woman was 
brought up to the station. He said that he was on the beat and that she had complained.
8092. His Worship.] To him ? To him.
8093. The woman had ? Tes ; the woman had to him.
8094. Did the constable say that a complaint was made at the time by her ? Constable Christison said ‘ 
that the woman complained to him that Constable Quelch had made an improper proposal to her at her 
house, and asked me if it was a fact that she was brought to the station.
8095. That was afterwards ? That was not the following day, but the day afterwards—almost twenty-four 
hours. I am off twenty-four hours. I might state that I have never mentioned this matter to Constable 
Christison since that date.
809G. Did you speak to Quelch about it ? No. There was a considerable amount of talk in the police 
station. They were laughing at it, because it was an unusual entry. It is really not police duty in my 
opinion and in that of every one who read the report. The plain-clothes men were laughing about it. 
Of course, 1 did not take the blame in the matter. I may have said something to them at the time, that 
is all.
8097. Mr. Bulli] I suppose it would be a fair comment for the information of the Licensing Bench when 
the publican came for the renewal of his license. Would it not be necessary to have some report of that 
to verify the statement made by the police officer ? There is a book for that purpose.
8098. Would it not bo necessary ? Certainly ; I think so.
8099. In view of the fact that it is indisputable that the house was lit up as if during ordinary business 
hours, that there were corks being drawn, that glasses were jingling as if drinks were being served, and 
male and female voices were heard in the place, would not that indicate, at any rate to an officer who was 
doing public-house duty, that the house was being kept open for some purpose ? Of course, I did not 
know about the popping of corks.
8100. You did not know that Edwards had made a complaint to Quelch before Quelch’s entry into the 
place in this case ? I did not.
8101. That would alter the position? It would not alter the position in bringing the woman to the 
station.
8102. Would it not be a necessary police duty to find out whether—the man being an unmarried man, 
that is, a widower; a woman being in the house w’ho had come to the door on several occasions in the 
police officer s presence to get out, and had gone back again—would not that excite some suspicion in the 
minds of the police officers ? I should certainly have put it in my book.
8103. A_nd hearing groans of tribulation or some distress or something else ? I do not know anything 
about that.
8104. Hearing all these things, I suppose you will concede at once it would be necessary for the 
policeman to do something ? As the ease was brought to me, there was nothing I could do. Senior- 
constable Quelch had the right to call the sergeant, and I did not see the necessity to call the sergeant 
up when there was nothing in the case.
8105. This woman was not brought to the lock-up ? Yes.
810G. She was put in the yard ? She was not arrested—not put in the lock-up. She was brought to the 
station. 1 1 °

the yard ? When I made the entry he ordered her to8107. And you saw her sit down upon a seat 
sit in the yard.
8108. And he said in your presence that he would see the woman home ? He did.
8109. Up till that time that woman made no complaint of any immoral proposition by Quelch ? I never 
saw the woman from that day to this.
8110. Up to that time she did not make a complaint ? No.

£id ^0U no^ce whether sbe was sober or under the influence of liquor ? She was sober.
8112. She told us she had been drinking schnapps pretty well all night? She was sober. Had she been 
drunk 1 would have called the senior-constable’s attention to it.
8113. As the woman s residence was known, if she had been drunk, as a matter of kindness, she would

t,ake?1 home? I believe, had she been drunk, she would have remained there.
8114. All this is necessary as a matter of observation in an application by the publican afterwards ? All 
tms would be recorded.
8115. Mr. Abigail '.] But in the observation book ? Yes.

^0tiL -rou°k hook? It may be. Anything and sundry goes in this rough hook.
117. Anything extraordinary like this, and only appertaining to publican’s licenses, would he put in the 

q serration book . All these things are first of all nut in the rough book, and then they are drafted out 
into the Inspector s books. * J
8118. And this has never been drafted out ? I do not know.
8119. His Vb or ship.] Is the same publican keeping that house? No.
8120. Mr. 2?«Z7.] I am told it was not copied out because this man left very shortly after this occurrence, 
lie sold out ot the hotel. I suppose he did not care to face the music.

First-class Constable William John Castles was called and sworn :—■
First-class 8121. His Worship.] What is your name ? William John Castles.

WCA Cities. qIoq' ^haV?re y°,u V First-class constable, stationed at No. 3, Darlinghurst.
a i o/ t> n Kigali-] You were stationed at Eedfern in 1895 ? I was doing temporary duty there in 1895. 

IGNov., 1897. nior' IN/011 remember the morning of the 30th July, 1895 ? I do not.
o. i you go to the fsalutation Hotel and meet Quelch and Edwards there one morning ? Yes ; 

qiocS wTlng °n my beat' • 1 Saw Senior-constable Quelch and Edwards.
t ~ . 1a.^ was done; -did you have jour attention called to anything ? I think it was the time before,
i was looking through the window myself. I saw the publican feeling a woman dbout through the 
™,rr- 'vcnt away, ami next time I came back—that is, I suppose, it would be the next round—it 
might he after 3 o_clock, I went to have a look through the same window again, and Senior-constable

8127.Quelch and Constable Edwards were at the back gate.
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8127. Did you tell them what you had seen ? I think we all saw it.
8128. Did you tell them that you had seen it on the previous occasion? Tes ; I think I did.
8129. Then what took place? It is a long time ago.
81.30. Did you get inside? Tes, we went inside.
8131. How ; did Edwards leg Quelch over, and then did he open the back gate ? They were inside the 
gate when I came.
8132. Did you all go inside? I went inside and looked through the window inside.
8133. Did you all look through the window inside ? Tes. -
8134. Tou could see nothing there? Tes ; the indecent behaviour.
8135. When you went through the gate into the back yard you got round to the window of the same
room . 1 think Senior-Constable Quelch went down and came through the bar, and we waited at the
door, and we went into this parlour and saw a woman lying down on a couch and the publican standing 
over her. 1
8136. What did Quelch say ? He told the publican it was very bad conduct, being the licensee of the 
hotel, and something about it would go against him at his license over it.

I8. ^en I think he told the woman to go out. The woman went out with Senior-
Constable Quelch.
8138. Did he say, “ Go out,” or “ Tou will have to come along with me” ? I do not know.
8139. Did she go with him ? Tes.
8140. Where to ? Up towards the police station.
8141- ®id you assume they were going to the police station ? No, sir, I did not. 
qi^o -i\jU .^rou‘dlnoj: “ave gone into that hotel, seeing what you saw ? Not by myself, 
ci iii 'v-01' i ^°U a corls*'al,^e under your command then ? It is hard to say.
814C Tou know it is not your duty to go and enter into my house or anybody else’s house, or licensed 
premises even if you saw anything like that ? I would not venture bv myself.
8145. Tou would not venture in company with anvbody else, as a policeman, would you? If I had a 
non-commissioned officer with me I would go in. ' J
1846. Do you not know it is not within the province of a constable to enter a house ? Circumstances 
alter cases. .
8147.. His Worship.'] Did what you saw lead you to suppose that the law was being broken by persons 
drinking in the house after hours ? I did not hear any drinking going on, but the place was lit up. There

' was f10,111 the bar> but tlle room where this woman was lying on the couch was alight : in fact, he was feeling her. . o > >
8148. Did you think the house was open for the sale of liquor? No.
8149. Did you believe this supposed disorderly conduct was being carried on? There was no noise, but 
you could see through the window how this man and woman were behaving.
8150. Mr. Abigail.] Tou and the others went in there simply to tell the publican that you had seen this
act of indecency ? I never went in. J .
8151. That was what Quelch went in for? I would suppose so.
8152. Tou had not seen any breach of the Dicensing Act ? No.
8153. Or anything to suggest a breach of it, had you ? No. ’ •
8154. Neither seen nor heard of it ? No.
8155. Tou did not hear any popping of corks, did you ? No.
8156. Or clinking of glasses ? No. There was no drinking at all goin" on
8157. His Worship.] Did you hear popping of corks? No. °
8158. Tou came up last ? Tes. .
slfin mv.’ Qu®ldl a,ld Edwards were there when you came up ? Tes; they were at the gateway,
oic?' iT Ail3al1^ You refused to give Mr. Dacey a statement ? I did. '
8161. Did you give Quelch a statement ? I never spoke to Quelch. ‘
8162. out you gave it to IMr. Bull? Never, sir.

lnt'orms me ^aj he a statement of yours. Will you swear that you have not dictated, or by 
any other means supplied or furnished to Mr. Bull, or somebody for either Quelch or Mr. Bull, a state- 

e^dence ? I will swear it. I never spoke to Senior-constable Quelch or Mr. Bull on this 
S6“ttfproTeCr'cbr„nl“ f°' * 1 ««*. “ i it *»* • statement of me, put it

8164. And you have not spoken to anybody else ? No.
Rifp 7rU7M°! tharU°n®tJable Edwards has ? I do not know what the constable has done.
8166 Mr. Bull.] As a fact, Edwards was there with Quelch when you came up ? When I came up I 
was looking through the window, and Senior-constable Quelch said, “ Sh, sh! hold your noise.” The two 
were then at the gate. J

Tr0+E°U rnTi.that *im® Edwards came up there was a light in the bar ? I could not say.
8168. If there had been a light m the bar when Edwards came up, it was put out when you got there ? 
It was put out when I got there. r J1 fa •
oi^n’ Port|cm °f the place was lit up ? In the back parlour in Retreat-street.
Queldidti^rtlSlen^tt^Te^.1116 °f that t0USe at W before ^

oi vo nCf Edwards ? No. I may have spoken to him.
fW ii ,Jidw,ards j3'/® he ®aw and heard certain things, you were not there at that time ? No : I was 
there at 1 o clock, and then afterwards. ’
8173. Mr. Abigail] Was the place lit up at 1 o’clock? No.
8174. And it was not lit up m the bar when you came in ? There was only the light in the back parlour • 
that v asanthc light I saw. By standing on the window-sill you could look in and fee this man and^vomam
in the house 7 0n the w“d™-si11 ? might not know whether it was not a burglar
8176. Mr. Bull.] Did you hear any groaning ? No. ’
8177. Hts Worship.]. In view of Moore’s evidence, I think Constable Christison should be called.

[At 6 p.m. the Commission was adjourned until 2 p.m. next day,]
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WEDNESDAY, 17 NOVEMBER, 1897.
[The Commission resumed its sittings at 2 p.m., at the Central Police Court.

. yixzsznt:—
WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, Esq., S.M. (Sole Commissioner).

J. E. Dacey, Esq., M.L.A.; Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared in support of the charges on behalf of Mr. J. E. Dacey, M.L.A.; 
Mr. C. Bull, M.L.A., solicitor, appeared to defend Senior-constable Quelch.

Charge No. 12—continued.
Constable J. Christison was recalled:—

Constable 8178. Mr. Abigaili] Just take your recollection back to July, 1895 ? I would not be positive of the date. 
J. Christison. 8179. Did you receive a complaint from a Mrs. Brown ? Well, I do not know that it was a complaint, 

ioot ^ was a conversation.
17 Nov.,I 8180. Did you have a conversation ? I had. _ .

8181. Just tell His Worship what it was ? I had heard something previous to this, and I know this
woman, have known her for years, and I met her one day in Baglan-street, Waterloo. So she said, “I 
suppose you heard all about it,” and I said, “ W'hat do you refer to.” “ Oh ! ” she said, “ Tou know the 
other morning when I was taken out of the public-house.” _
8182. Mr. Bull.] Of course I have objected already to any conversation said to have been had behind 
Quelch’s hack, but I understand that Your Worship is desirous that this witness should be called.
8183. Mis Worship.] I do not see how I can object to this being taken.
8184. Mr. Abigaili] This is an inquiry, not an ordinary Court.
8185. Mis Worship.] I will take it for what it is worth.
8186. Mr. Abigail.] To witness-. Gro on? Erom that I knew what she meant, because I had heard some
thing before that. She then proceeded to tell me how Constable Quelch had taken her out of Mr. Eyan’s 
public house down at the toll-bar, and brought her up to the station; she said she did not know for what. 
She said she had done no wrong. She had simply slept there for the night, and she said, “ On the way 
coming to the station he made indecent proposals to me.” Those are the words she used, or words 
similar to them.
8187. Mis Worship.] Something to that effect? Something to that effect. That was the most of the 
conversation between her and me, but afterwards I asked Constable Moore if such was the case. I did 
not know that it was the case.
8188. Mr. Bull.] This I do object to.
8189. Mr. Abigail.] You cannot, for the same reason. This is an inquiry. _
8190. Mis Worship.] Constable Moore only knows that he went with the woman to the station. To

. witness: There was no information given you as to what Quelch said? No. Only that he made
indecent proposals. I afterwards asked Moore if that was correct that this woman had been brought to 
the station that morning. _
8191. Mr. Abigail.] You did not speak to Quelch about it ? I did not. In fact, I was not on Senior-
constable Quelch’s relief at all. _
8192. Was this occurrence the subject of considerable remark at the station? Well, it was, amongst 
the men.
8193. My- Bulli] I object.
8194. Mr. Abigail.] Could it have failed to have reached the ears of Senior-constable Quelch? Well, I 
could not say. Of course I never mentioned it to him.
8195. Do you think it would have been probable that he would have heard it ? I think so.

_ 8196. Did he speak to you about it ? He did not.
8197. Mis Worship.] You never mentioned it to.him, and he never spoke to you? No.
8198. I do not think this throws much light on the matter.
8199. Mr Bull.] I object to it.
8200. Mr. Abigail.] If you put any more of these absurd objections to me I will walk out. To Mis 
Worship : I only called this man in deference to what your W orship said, and further, to show that the 
epithet urged against me yesterday, that I was cruel, was not justified, because your Worship can see I 
have had to go on instructions which went to show that this woman had actually made a complaint. Of 
course, now, for the poor unfortunate woman’s own sake, she cannot call in question her own chastity. 
She can only come in here and deny it.
8201. Mis Worship.] It only goes to show the woman is a liar both ways. _
8202. Mr. Bull.] Did this woman, in conversation with you, say that Eyan had criminal intercourse with 
her ? She did not; in fact, I never asked the question.
8203. Are you a married man ? I am.
8204. You were not inquisitive enough to go so far as that ? Not on that occasion.
8205. Nor on any other ? No.
8206. You know Constable Moore ? I do.
8207. Were you in conversation with him last night? I was ; in fact, that was the first intimation I had
that I had to come down here. ,
8208. Did Moore tell you that she had actually admitted here that she had misconducted herself with 
Eyan in the hotel ? He did not.
8209. What did he tell you ? He told me that I would be required down to-day on this case of Mrs. 
Brown’s.
8210. Did you ever tell Quelch that this woman, drunk or sober, had made an accusation that he had 
made improper overtures to her ? I did not.
8211. Did you make any official or other report in writing of any such statement made by the woman? 
I did not.
8212. And when was this ? Well, about a couple of years ago or over.
8213. A couple of what ? A couple of years or over.
8214. Is that your recollection ? I do not remember the occurrence exactly.
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8215. Was the woman drunk or sober at the time that she made this revelation? She appeared to he Constable
sober. J- Chnstlaon-
8216. Sis Worship.] Did you tell her her proper place to make a complaint was at the police station ?
Well, your Worship, it was hardly a complaint—it was only a matter of conversation that she told me ‘
this; but I made it my business to ask Constable Moore if ever such a thing had occurred, as I had 
heard something of it, you know.
8217. Of course he knew nothing ? He told me that Senior-constable Quelch had brought her up there.
8218. Mr. Bull.] A funny thing for an officer to do who had made an Improper overture to a woman, to 
bring her straight to the lock-up, where she might tell something.
8219. Mr. Abigail.] But it is not a peculiar thing for the woman to attempt to hide her peccadillo.
8220. Sis Worship.] Now you are lapsing into deductions—I have to deal with those.
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Constable Edmund Hill was recalled :—
8221. Mr. Abigail.] You know Mrs. Annie Brown ? Yes ; I have known her for some years.
8222. Did she have a conversation with you in July, 1895, or lately? Lately, yes.
8223. With reference to Senior-constable Quelch? Yes.
8224. And the “ Salutation Hotel ”? Yes.
8225. Tell His Worship what the conversation was. I do not know what it is your Worship? This 
woman has lived near me for some years, and has frequently spoken about this affair.
8226. Sis Worship.] Spoken about what ? About the “ Salutation Hotel ” trouble, and amongst other 
things she told me that when Senior-constable Quelch took her home from the police station after taking 
her up there from the hotel she said he said, “ Now, you ought to let me have what you were going to 
let Mr. Byan have.”
8227. Then did she deny to you that she had had any connection with Ryan ? I never asked her about 
that.
8228. Mr. Bull.] That would not interest this officer.

Witness : I told her I considered it a very cowardly thing for him to do to take her up to the 
police station when he had no charge. I might mention that for about seven years we have been neigh
bours, within a few doors.
8229. Mr. Bull.] You have never made such an overture to her? No ; and I have never been charged 
with anything of the kind since I have been a married man.
8230. And you know that Quelch has not either up till now ? I do not know anything about it.
8231. You are a happy lot up at Redfern, a beautiful lot.
8232. Mr. Abigail.] I have got an expression of opinion now from my friend which justifies my diatribe.
8233. Mr. Bull.] Did Mr. Dacey see you last night ? Not last night.
8234. Monday night ? I am not quite certain. I saw him to-day.
8235. What a wonderful recollection you have. Tell us how long ago this conversation took place. How
long do you say it is since Mrs. Brown imparted this solemn accusation ? She did not seem to think it 
was very solemn. She was laughing about it. ■
8236. How long ago ? Just about two months ago. I was talking to Mrs. Brown last night.
8237. I have no doubt if yon have an opportunity you will talk to her every night. When was it that 
Mr. Dacey was speaking to you this week ? To-day.
8238. At 10 o’clock on Monday night did you see Mr. Dacey ? Yes ; either Monday or Tuesday.
8239. Which was it;—don’t you see how glib you are as to a matter of conversation of months ago ; 
you spit it out as if it came naturally from your stomach ? I see Mr. Dacey almost every day.
8240. I ask you whether you saw' him on Monday night ? I saw him on Tuesday night as I was coming 
to the station.
8241. Was Tuesday night last night ? It has gone out of my head what to-day is.
8242. Sis Worship.] Did you mention this to Quelch or anybody else ? What.
8243. What the woman had said ? It has been common talk amongst all the men at the station about this.
8244. How long ? Eor a long time past.
8245. On account of what the woman said ? Yes ; I heard long ago that she complained the night after 
to Constable Christison. It was spoken about at the time, and has been commonly spoken about.
8246. Mr. Bull.] You say that she said that Quelch made an improper overture io her ? When she got
to her gate. ‘
8247. You never took the trouble to ascertain whether her husband was in the house at the time? I do
not know, but I believe she mentioned it. ■
8248. Her mother also ? No.
8249. Do you think it a probable circumstance that a constable taking a W'oman home to her house would 
make that overture ? It is hard to say what some men would do.
8250. You mean it is hard to say what Quelch would do ;—that is what you mean ? Yes.
8251. And that, of course, shows your disinterestedness in this proceeding ? I consider I have some 
interest in this—I have my word at stake. He denies what I say.
8252. Sis Worship.] Had you heard at that time that she had had connection with Ryan ? Yes.
8253. Mr. Bull.] AVho told you that? The first time I had actual proof of it Senior-constable Dukes 
was in the station, and someone remarked one day, and was laughing over the book, and he said “ Look at 
that,” and showed me the entry in the book.
8254. Mr. Abigail.] There are some jocular remarks in the book there.
8255. Mr. Bull.] “ Attended to by Jackson.”
8256. Mr. Abigail.] That is a joke at Jackson’s expense.
8257. Mr. Bull.] Attended to. Constable Jackson for inquiry and report. This woman is married 
and living with her husband at above address.” To witness : How many times might you have had a 
conversation with this woman ? A great number of times—we have been neighbours for seven years.
8258. You never knew she had lent herself to Ryan on this night ? I believed she had. I had no proof. 
I know she drinks.
8259. Is that the opinion that you have of the woman—that she is a woman who lends herself ? I do not 
know that it is fair for me to answer that.
8260. You said you believed she had lent herself to Ryan that night; and then I choose to ask another
question ? Your Worship, I ask whether I am obliged to answer that. I am sorry I said w'hat I did 
before. 8261.

Constable 
E. Hill.
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8261. Very well, I will take it that way;—do you happen to know that the woman absolutely swore 
yesterday, in answer to my friend, that she had never told a soul, nor was it a fact that Quelch had ever 
made an improper overture to her ? Yes, I was told so.
8262. Were you not told also that she admitted yesterday that she had, as a fact, had improper intercourse 
with Eyan on that same morning? I was not told that she had admitted it yesterday. I was told she 
admitted it before yesterday.
8263. But not that she had sworn here distinctly yesterday ? No.
8264. Are you surprised to know that she said here yesterday, on oath, that neither her husband nor 
anybody belonging to her had ever got from her an admission of such misconduct on her part; and that 
even yesterday the woman broke down in her anxiety lest it might be carried out of this place;—do you 
know that ? No.
8265. Then do not be the first to go and tell Brown ? I am not likely to.

Sis Worship : I am afraid he will find out somehow or other.
8266. Mr. SulS] Are not these things matters of conversation with you every half hour in the barracks ? 
No doubt.
8267. Mr. Abigail.] Is there any justification in my friend’s insinuation that you require an admonition 
from him not to go and tell Brown ? I have never been accused of a cowardly act in my life, and it 
would be most cowardly to do that.
8268. Is he justified in the insinuation that you would, in all probaility, be one of the first to tell 
Mr. Brown ? No.
8269. Mr. Bull.] Do you know, as a fact, that this woman is related to Quelch? Yes ; she told me so 
herself.
8270.. Mr. Abigail.] Do you know that a messenger was sent from Senior-constable Quelch’s house this 
morning to Mrs. Brown ? I was told so.
8271.] Sis Worship.] Do you know it of your own knowledge ? No. I was told he was round there 
this morning ; somebody called at my house this morning and told me.
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Senior-constable "William Edward Quelch was recalled :—
Mr. Bull.] You know the “ Salutation Inn ” ? I do, well.
And you remember that it was kept by a man named Eyan ? I do.
And that he was keeping it in July, 1895 ? Yes ; July 30th, he was the licensee of that hotel.
Do you remember being outside the hotel on the morning of the 30th with Constables Edwards 

and Castles ? It was my duty, as senior-constable on that section, to visit the constable on the outlying 
district at half-past 4—that was Edwards.
8276. And, on that morning, did you meet Edwards in the vicinity of this hotel ? I went down to the 
Waterloo Terminus, and met him at the corner of Eetreat-street and Botany-road.
8277. Did he make some report to you? When I got to the hotel I found the lamp outside was alight
and a glimmer of light in the bar. Constable Edwards said, “ Each time through the night since 11 o’clock, 
senior, that I have come here I have heard voices and the jingling of glasses and the popping of corks, as 
if trade was being done.” I said, “ In what direction did you hear the noise ?” He said, pointing to it, 
“ That parlour there.” That would be the public parlour in Eetreat-street. I went to the parlour window 
where the constable directed me. I found that the upper portion of the glass of the lower sash, the upper 
corner, was broken and the cordage of the venetian-blinds was broken and the Venetians hanging down. 
I looked through the particular space which the constable had looked through, in the direction of the 
parlour, which was in total darkness. I could see nothing. At the same time I listened. I heard groaning 
sounds. I said to the constable, “ There is someone groaning inside.” I said, “ Have you seen anybody 
about the hotel lately ?” “ Well,” he said, “ I did see a woman making to come out of the hotel, but
when she saw me she went back again.” I think he said, “ once or twice,” that he had seen her. I said, 
“ The licensee is a widower, of this hotel.” I said, “ What can the groaning sound be ? ” We listened, 
and still we heard the groaning sound and could see no form of any person. Seeing that the observations 
were brought under notice by the subordinate officer, and in case the licensee should be in any critical 
condition wanting assistance, I decided that I would go into the hotel and see what was wrong. At that 
time Constable Castle came up, which made two subordinate officers present. Constable Castle said, “ I 
have been watching this hotel, senior, each time I have come down,” and I think his actual words were, 
“ I think there is something cronk here.” I said, “ Yes ; I have just decided to see what it is in case any 
assistance is wanted.” With the assistance of Edwards I got over the fence and opened the gate, and the 
two constables walked in through the gate. The doors at the back, all the back premises of the hotel were 
open. We walked through the hotel, through the bar, and when we got to the parlour door Constable 
Edwards struck a match. Then the licensee was just in the act of getting from the female, buttoning up 
his trousers. The female was lying on a couch, or something, in the back, with her clothes partly up, and 
I said to the licensee, “What’s this, Mr. Eyan?” and he did not make any answer, and looked at the 
woman and the woman looked at the man, the licensee. I said, “ Who is this person you have here ? ” 
I did not recognise her at the time. He said—the words, I think, were, “ A friend of mine.” I said, 
“ Does she belong here? ” and she said “ No ” ; and I said, “ She had better be getting home, then.” The 
female left the hotel then, and we afterwards went out of the hotel. The licensee, I believe, then put the 
lights out.
8278. Was there a light in the bar at that time ? The light was alight in the bar, but turned down ; but 
in the parlour there was no light. It was total darkness ; you could not see anything.
8279. Where he and the woman were ? Where he and the woman were. We all left the hotel. I told
the licensee that I should make a report of the circumstances, and that I should bring it under the notice 
of Inspector Lawless, as it was a serious complaint, he being the licensee of the hotel and using his public 
house tor that purpose. I walked alongside the woman. I asked her to come to the station, and she said 
she would. I then recognised who it was. I went up to the station. I asked her to sit down on the 
form in the yard in the police station while I went inside and got the entry made in the book. I then 
said, “ I will see you down as far as you live.” I saw her down to Phillip-street, to the back entrance 
where you go into her house. There is a back entrance turns off Phillip-street. As soon as she got there 
she went in. Her mother was residing there and her brothers. '
8280. And her husband ? And her husband.
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8281. You recoguised her after you came out of the hotel as Mrs. Brown? I recognised her after I 
came out of the hotel as Mrs. Brown. Although I knew the person referred to I have never had any 
conversation with her with reference to anything. She thanked me as she was going away for being so 
kind to her, and told me that she had wanted to get out of the hotel before, but the licensee would not 
let her go. I mentioned the fact to my inspector, and he told me to keep it in my memory for the annual 
Licensing Court Shortly after that the licensee transferred his license.
8282. And he has ceased to be the licensee of the hotel for some time ? Yes.
8283. Is he, to your knowledge, holding a license anywhere now ? No; from that to this until yesterday, 
when I went to the Superintendent’s office, I had never opened my lips to utter one solid word to that 
woman from that day until she got up from the seat as I was passing her, and asked me what she was 
called for. I told her I believed she was called over some hotel case, and by Mr. Dacey, and that is all.
8284. On your way from the hotel to the lock-up, or on your way from the lock-up down seeing her home, 
was any improper overture made use of by you ? Not a syllable.
8285. Was any such thing in your mind? Not a syllable ; especially such a person as that.
8286. You would realise that she was lending herself to the hotel-keeper ? Most decidedly.
8287. There is no doubt about that ? She admitted it to me.
8288. And the police information enabled you to know that she had been there some hours ? Yes ; she 
frankly admitted and told me she ought to be ashamed of herself, especially when she found out it was I.
8289. Is there an atom of truth in that statement, made by anybody, that on the way down to the lock-up, 
or on the way to her home, you said this to her, “ Now, I want you to give me what you promised 
Ryan”; did any such word leave your lips? No; not a word of it. It was broad daylight. At 5'30 
a.m. my entry was made. The thoroughfares were full of people. It was broad daylight.
8290. Ris Worship.] That would not prevent your speaking to her? No.
8291. Mr. Bull.] “ Now let me have what you promised Ryan,” meaning that he was there and then to 
bustle her in the street;—was any such thing on your mind ? No such thing ever happened.
8292. Have you ever shown any amorous disposition to this woman? Never in my life. By marriage 
I have been brought into connection with the family, but I have never had a word to say to the woman, 
and other relations I have nothing to do with, and to this day they never visit my place, and I never go 
to their place.
8293. And now you say that after conversation with those two officers, you decided to enter ? I did ; I 
know wha,t the result would be if it had been found in the morning that the publican was dead or 
seriously ill, and it had been brought under my notice. I naturally thought it might have been the 
licensee, seeing it was an unusual thing for the lamp to be left alight all night, and the light in the bar 
alight, and to hear the groaning noise; I naturally fancied that the licensee might have been ill and wanted 
assistance.
8294. Did you anticipate finding him having intercourse with anybody ? Not in the slightest. Never 
dreamt of such a thing.
8295. And there is no doubt that the light which was exhibited inside to enable you to see what was goinc
on was a match struck by Edwards ? That is all. D
8296. You heard him called yesterday ? Yes.
8297. You heard him swear that he struck a match ? Yes.
8298. Who was in the office when you made that entry ? Constable Moore.
8299. Did Moore give you any advice as to what you were to do, or what was to be done, or as to any 
charge which you either insinuated or intended to make against this woman ? It is not likely I would 
take any advice from him. •
8300. Did he give you any advice ? Not in the least.
8301. Ris Worship.] Why did you take her round by the police station ;—was that the shortest route ? 
Lo. She lives up in Pitt-street, and going up to the station you would have to turn to the right and go 
up to Pitt-street, and, seeing that I had gone so far, I asked her to go to the station while I made an 
entry to show that I had done my duty to the extreme, because the two constables followed me all the 
way, and it was rather early for them to work up to the station, and they said, “We had better hang 
behind, senior.” I said, “Yes, I will take her up and get the entry made, and then I will see her home 
safely.”
8302. Mr. Bull.] You heard Edwards say yesterday that they found it was rather early to go on, and that 
they hung back, letting you go on to the station with the woman ? Yes.
8303. Did you ever hear those conversations which Hill has spoken about; and has anybody chaffed you 
in the station, for instance ? I have never heard a word there with reference to that until it came from 
the lips of Constables Christison and Hill.
8304. When ? To-dav.
8305. You have not been present, at any rate, when this jocularity went on in the station ? Never heard 
a word of it. I have not been present when that went on in the station.
8306. .And whether it was a mere matter of jocularity and joking between Hill and his comrades, you 
have not been present ? ^ Not at all. They must have minutely searched the books to have given this 
information in all these instances. They could not get it from anybody but those in the station, and they 
must have secretly done it too, and there is never a man but would admit it, unless Mr. Dacey got outside 
with Rontgen rays and the books.
8307. Mr. Abigail?] I give your Worship my assurance that neither Mr. Dacey nor myself knew 1 hat. 
that entry was in that book at all until yesterday. I did not call for it; your Worship remembers that. 
Mr. Bull got it out, and I looked at it then and showed it to Mr. Dacey for the first time.
8308. Mr. Bull.] There is nobody accusing you of anything, but it is an absolute certainty that before 
these charges had been made that information had been got from that station by somebody, and from that 
book, and that is one of the things that Mr. Lawless thought fit to complain of.

Witness: It could not have been got from anybody else than the book. There were only so many 
officers interested.
8309. Mr. Abigail.] Why, if you did not arrest this woman, and if your own common sense told you that 
you had no charge upon which you could arrest her, why did you take her out of the ordinary way, past 
her own street up to the station, and keep her there until you had made the entry in the book, and then 
take her home, passing your own house to do it ? I did that as other police officers have done thousands 
of times.
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Senior- 8310. Did ypu do it as an act of charity? ."What charity was there in it? It was duty, not charity. 
W^Ouelch 8^11. Then it was your duty to take the woman all the way to the station, keep her waiting until you 

' had made your entry in the book, and then take her home ? Yes, my duty.
17 Nov. 1897. 8312. How was it your duty ? It was my duty as a public officer to take her to the station to show that 

I was frank in my duty.
8313. Why did you say at the hotel, “You will have to come along with me” ? She had to come that 
way up to her home.
8314. You know what that means when a police officer in his regimentals says it;—you know what that 
phrase conveys to the ordinary mind—“ You are under my arrest; you are in custody ” ? No. There is 
nothing in it. I think, on this occasion, I would not be positive, but I said to Constable Edwards, who 
was going to put his hands on her, I said, “Don’t you put your hands on that woman, Edwards.”
8315. Will you tell me this : What induced you to go into the hotel;—you see you have given us three 
different reasons; you say there was a glimmer of light in the bar, although Castles says there was 
none? Yes.
8316. You say there was a jingling of glasses, although Castles and Edwards were silent on that.
8317. Mr. Bull^\ I object to my friend saying this. There is no such evidence by Edwards. He swears 
point blank there was.
8318. Mis Worship^ Quelch acted upon information given to him by the other constables ? Yes.
8319. Mr. AbigailYou did not hear the jingling of glasses yourself ? No.
8320. Why did you go to this particular spot, you said, “I looked through this particular place”—that 
was where there was a peculiar corner of the glass, which was broken, and a peculiar corner of the blind, 
which was broken ;—why did you look through there, as it was dark, and you could not see ? I did not 
say I looked through the peculiar corner. I said I looked through the upper portion of the lower sash, 
which was broken, and the webbing of the Yenetian blind was broken. You could look through. You 
could see that the bar was lit up, but in a dim light, and that the parlour was in total darkness.
8321. You have said you looked through, and the place was in total darkness ? Yes.
8322. What attracted your attention to this particular place, where the corner of the glass and the 
corner of the blind were both broken ?. Because the light from the bar was showing through that.

■ 8323. The light from the bar shone through the room sufficiently to enable you to detect this spy-hole,
and take advantage of it;—did it not show sufficient light through that to show what was going on ? 
Not in the least.
8324. Would you he surprised if Edwards said he saw what was going on? I will swear that when 
Constable Edwards brought it under my notice the room was in total darkness ; the bar was partly lit 
up—that is, that the gas was alight, hut turned down; and that it was impossible to see with the ray of 
light then in the bar into this parlour whatsoever. When we got into the hotel we could not see until

. Constable Edwards struck a match.
8325. Which of the three reasons you have given was the actual reason which induced you to go into the 
hotel;—was it the suspicion that there was a breach of the Licensing Act being committed ? No.
8326. Was it the suspicion that an act of indecency was being committed? There was no suspicion of 
any act of indecency on my part from start to finish.
8327. You swear that Edwards did not tell you ? I never knew of any act of indecency until I got 
inside.
8328. Will you swear that Edwards did not tell you before you got into the hotel that an act of indecency 
was being committed ? He never told me before we got into the hotel.
8329. Did you hear the groans that Edwards detected ? I heard groans—that I heard myself.
8330. Groans on such an occasion are rather peculiar, are they not ? I do not know ; I am only telling 
you the facts.
8331. You will admit the peculiarity here that Edwards says they were groans and you say they were 
groans ? It was a groaning sound as if some person was in trouble.
8332. You will admit, will you not, that if you had actually thought that business was being done in 
prohibited hours there, you yourself would have no power under the Licensing Act to have made an 
entrance into the hotel ? I say myself if there had been an act of the law being broken then and the 
hotel was lighted up, I would not have entered.
8333. Can 1 now take it that you mean that you would have had no power to have done it ? I would have 
had no power.
8334. Therefore, you having done it, are you not driven to the extremity of justifying that entry by 
saying that you heard groans ? No.
8335. And is it not a fact that Edwards is sufficiently friendly to you and interested in this inquiry to
corroborate you on the point of groans ? There is the constable’s evidence. He is not interested at all, 
or friendly. I will explain it. •
8336. You are not here to explain, hut to answer my questions? I decline to answer any more questions 
for you until I explain it.
8337. Mr. Quite right too. Let him explain it.
8338. His Worship^] Let him explain it.
8339. Mr. Abigail^] Ever since my friend has been cross-examining my witnesses he has deliberately 
stopped them explaining. He has said, “ Mr. Abigail will get it out.”

. 8340. Mr. That is an absolute untruth. I have always said “ Very well. Explain it.”
8341. Mr. Abigail (to witness).] ItVhat is your explanation? Constable Edwards has done his duty 
and he has told the.truth. .He reported certain facts to me, and it was my duty as his superior officer 
when it was again brought under my notice by another subordinate to do as I did.
8342. When Castles said to you, “I think, senior, there is something cronk here,” did not you know that 
he meant to infer that a breach of the Act was being committed ? No.
8343. Was not that your opinion ? No ; you could hear nothing with reference to glasses or anything at 
that time.
8344. When you went in did you see the woman ? Not till Constable Edwards struck a match.
8345. Then you saw her? Yes.
8346. Then you had the place lighted up while you had a conversation ? No.
8347. Did you go into the bar to see this peculiar glimmer ? We had to pass through the bar to get to 
this parlour.
8348. Was there any light in the bar then ? Yes. 8349.
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8349.
8350.
8351.
8352.
8353.
part of her body exposed and her clothes up, and you could see the man in the act of getting away from 
the woman, to use your own choice language ? After the match was struck.
8354. After the match was struck did not you see the woman’s face ? No.
8355. Although by the light of the match you could see all you have alleged you did see ? The woman 
made every attempt to conceal her face.
8356. Did the other constables come into the room too ? Yes.
8357. Did you hear Castles say that he and Edwards waited outside while you w’ent in first and struck a 
match ? No ; we all went in together. I would not have gone in by myself.
8358. Can you give me an instance in your police experience where you have done anything similar to 
what you have alleged you did with this woman as a matter of duty? Yes.
8359. Did you ever take a woman to the station and then go home with her, passing your own house ? I 
can give you an instance where I took a lad into the station.
8360. I mean a woman—a “female.”
8361. Mr. Give the instance you w'ere going to.
8362. Mr. AbigailA “female”? I may have taken many.
8363. Can you remember one? I cannot. I can remember an instance, six months ago, where I took a 
lad into the station, an entry was made, I took him home to his house, and subsequently a prosecution 
took place, and the man was fined £3 over that same entry.
8364. You see at once the difference between male and female in a-case like this ? It is a difference you 
want to make.
8365. Do you not see the difference in the application of my question with regard to a female and a 
male, if not you must be dense ? Yes, of course ; and so would you be if you did not see it too.
8366. Do you say that you never heard any of the rumours about the station about the “ Salutation 
Hotel”? Never a word.
8367. And that you did not know that this matter was the subject of comment and chat and talk and 
gossip in the station ? Never a word.
8368. Dukes is a friend of yours ? Yes.
8369. A personal friend ? He is a friend. ■
8370. You are frequently with him ? No.
8371. You were at that time ? No, never.
8372. At any rate, you would see him every day ? No.; I might not see him perhaps for a week.
8373. Do you mean to say he never spoke to you about it ? N ever; he is like myself.
8374. What is that, one of the favoured ones ? No.
8375. What is he? One of the unfortunates; one of Truth's criminals. They have just gone through 
Dukes, and they are going through me now. -
8376. They will find you harder than Dukes ? With the assistance, perhaps, of Mr. Abigail.
8377. Do you mean to say that Moore is telling an untruth, when he says that you asked what charge 
you could put against this woman? I deliberately say he is telling a wilful untruth.
8378. A wilful lie ? Yes. His own common sense would tell him that. If I had a charge against the 
woman, would not I take her straight away into the lock-up?
8379. Would not you put her into the dock at the station ? Yes.

•8380. Would not you do that first, before you put her in the lock-up ? Yes.
8381. Tell me this : You say that Edwards is not interested ; did not he actually write out a statement 
for you, and give it to you ;—did not he write it out in pencil ? It is a fact.
8382. When did he give it to you ? Some time ago.
8383. How long ago ? I suppose it may have been the first week this Commission started.
8384. And it might have been earlier? No ; it was not.
8385. It was after he was summoned to attend here as a witness ? Yes.
8386. You will admit this, that, all through, contrasting this case with the others, you do seem to be the 
victim of a cloud of suspicion ? Eh ?
8387. And that you wish to penetrate the gloom by swearing that all the incriminating witnesses against 
you are liars and perjurers ? I do not admit to any suspicion at all.
8388. That is the character of your defence ? That is what I have relied on {tagging Tutg Book), my duty.
Look at every book you like to look at.
8389. Did you go down to Mrs. Brown’s house recently ? I went down this morning at about 9 o’clock 
to warn her to be here to attend this Commission to-day.
8390. Did you see her ? I did not. She was not at home.
8391. Was she sent for yesterday from your house? I am sure I could not say.
8392. I am sorry to have to ask you this, but you force me to it;—do not you know that your wife sent 
a lad down to Mrs. Brown’s yesterday morning ?. What my wife did was not my business.
8393. Do you not know it;—be candid for once ? I did hear from the same lad I left the message with 
this morning, and if you speak to that lad he will tell you the words that I said. When that message 
was sent down, Mr. Abigail, I was down here in this Court getting my papers right, and I knew nothing 
about it until I went home.
8394. You knew it then ? What was the good of it then.
8395. Why did not you, when I asked you just now—why did not you, if you are the truthful man you
want his Worship to believe—say, “ Yes, Mr. Abigail, I did know immediately I went home ”? There is 
nothing to-be afraid of. I have never approached a witness. I have never told a witness not to have 
anything to say to me half a dozen times, like Mr. Dacey has. '
8396. It would have been much better for you if you had answered me that question ;—if you knew there
was nothing in it, why did not you answer it straight out ? 1 did not know it until after I had gone home 
from the adjournment here last night. ‘
8397. His Worship.)) That was the question asked you ? Of course, I knew it. I will tell you every 
word of what I said this morning; but you know very well there was nothing in what I said this morning.

Inspector
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Much of a light ? Only a glimmer.
When you went into the hotel did not you see the woman’s face ? 
Well, did you strike a light ? No.
Was there only one match struck ? That is all.

No.
Senior- 

constable 
W. E. Quelch.

And yet, if you could not see the woman’s face, you could see it was a woman lying down, with a .17 Nov., 1897.
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Inspector Edmund Lawless was recalled:—
8398. Mr. Bull.~] You know Hie “ Salutation Inn” ? Yes.
8399. Do you remember when it was kept by Eyan ? I cannot remember the exact dates, but I know 

17 N irq7 ^ere was a maii Eyan there. It has been transferred a great number of times.
0T'’ ' 8400. When first did you know as a fact that an entrance had been made to the hotel by Quelch and

other officers, and some misconduct of the licensee brought under their attention? I never knew any
thing about it until this inquiry took place, _
8401. You are about the police station at Redfern pretty frequently in the course of your duties, are you 
not? Yes.
8402. Have you heard any chit chat, or conversation, or any jest or joking, attributing an accusation to
Quelch of having asked some woman who was in the hotel that night whether he might have improper 
intercourse with her ? Never. ■
8403. Has the matter come under your observation in any sense or way ? Never.
8404. Suppose that this happened: Suppose that a subordinate ofiBcer reported to you (a senior-constable),
that for some time, some hours, before his report to you he had seen the bar of the hotel lit up, and had 
heard noises of glasses, the jingling of glasses, and the popping of corks, and groans inside the licensed 
premises ; and suppose that, whilst reporting that to you (a senior-constable), another subordinate officer 
came up and endorsed the statements then being made to you by the first subordinate, what would you 
do ? 1 should have directed him to go down immediately and see what they could get.
8405. Would it not be the senior-constable’s duty, when that was reported to him by his subordinates, to 
ascertain, if he could, what the noise was, or what the circumstances that they reported to him were ? 
Certainly ; I should think so.
8406. Have you heard that certain things were seen by the three police officers who were in the hotel, and
that a woman was taken as far as the lock-up by Quelch, where certain entries were made in the occurrence 
book, and then that the woman was taken to her home by Quelch ? I have, subsequently to this Com
mission. _ _

. 8407. Can you see anything savouring of misconduct on the part of Quelch, as a police officer, in doing
that? No. _ _
8408. Mr. Abigail.'] Would it be equally your duty, as a senior-constable, assuming that all those things 
you have been asked about were facts, to take the woman from the hotel and bring her up to the station, and 
endeavour to make a charge against her, and finding that no charge could be laid against her, to take her 
away to her home ? I should think it would be very improper for a senior-constable to endeavour to make 
any charge.
8409. I am asking you this, assuming that all Mr. Bull says were facts, and adding to these circumstances
this, that then the senior-constable took the woman from the hotel up to the station, endeavoured to lay 
a charge against her, the officer-in-charge not taking any, would it be equally his duty, as senior-constable, 
to take the woman home ? Certainly not, unless she asked him. _
8410. Did I understand you to say this: “ I never heard anything about this matter until this
Commission ” ? That is so. _
8411. Now, is it a fact that Quelch reported this to you at the time ? No ; I do not remember anything 
about it.
8412. Is it a fact that you told him to make a note of it, and to keep it for the Licensing Court? Not
that I remember. '
8413. Mr. Bull.] But would it be natural for Quelch, finding the public-house lit up, it being reported 
to him by his subordinates that the jingling of glasses was heard, and other noises indicating trade, .to 
mention that matter to you ? He might, and he might also make a record in the book.
8414. And I suppose it would be just as natural for you to say, “ Well, make a note of that, so as to 
raise the question at renewal time ” ? Certainly. There is a book kept for that purpose, although I do 
not remember the incident.
8415. How many men have you in the Division who make reports to yon from time to time ? There are
forty-seven. .
8416. You would be cleverer than my friend wants to give you credit for if you could remember all the 
things reported to you by the whole of the men in your charge? I remember certain important facts.
8417. Mr. Abigail.] Do you remember it when I say that Quelch said here that he did do so ? I do not
remember it. He may have done so. I have no recollection of it. ■
8418. Mr. Bull.] Can you say from any knowledge you have whether this book in which this entry is 
was the only book in use for entering anything in the shape of occurrences at the time ;—do you not 
know this: That an observation book has been formulated since the observations by the Sydney 
Magistracy ? Yes ; that would be the only book in use at that time with the exception of the book for 
publicans.
8419. His Worship.] Are you aware of the circumstances under which this woman was found at the 
hotel ? I have been since this inquiry.
8420. Are you aware now ? Yes, I am.
8421. Would you think it any breach of duty on part of the senior-constable, knowing the person who 
was found in that way at that hour of the morning, in seeing her safely to her home ? I should not.
8422. It seems a very humane thing to me.
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Charge No. 13.
“ Misconduct in connection with one Crosby.”

Louis Crosby, driver, was called and sworn:—
L. Crosby. 8423. His Worship.] What is your name ? Louis Crosby.

N 8424. What are you ? Driver.
17Nov.,1897. 8425. Where do you live? 67 Pitt-street, Redfern.

8426. Mr. Abigail.] Do you remember about April last ? Yes.
8427. You and Miss Kerrigan were working at Kahla’s drapery shop ? Yes.
8428. Did you and several other people—Mr. Eraser, Miss Crosby, and Miss Rosina Crosby—leave the

. shop at a few minutes past 11 p.m. one night in April ? Yes. 8429.

Inspector 
E. Lawless.
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8429. What date ? I think it was April or May. I think it was the first Saturday in May. I would Crosby,
not swear. It would be the last Saturday in April or the first Saturday in May. ^ ^ i
8430. You all proceeded to your house—your father’s residence—did you not ? In front of it; in the ^ 0''’ ~
vicinity. ,
8431. You and Miss Kerrigan then left the others, opposite your house ? Yes.
8432. Where did you go to ;—you turned into Kedfern-street, and then went through the Redfern Park 
into Elizabeth-street, Redfern ? Yes.
8433. And then you had to go along Elizabeth-street to the back of Mount Carmel ? Yes, opposite 
Mount Carmel.
8434. And then you went up the steps opposite the church ? Yes.
8435. Is that near Miss Kerrigan’s house r* Yes.
8436. And then you went through the gate, near the second flight of steps, leading to the church door ?
Yes.
8437. Then you went along inside the fence towards Pitt-street, Waterloo—there is another gate there?
At the foot of the hill there is a gate. ■
8438. That is in Pitt-street ? Yes, at the corner of Pitt-street.
8439. Then you left the park by that gate, did you not? Yes.
8440. Before leaving the park, did you sit down on a seat close to Pitt-street ? Yes.
8441. How far were you from the footpath ? The first seat from the gate.
8442. How far would that be —would it be as far as from you to Mr. Bull ? Eurther than that.
8443. How much further ? It might have been a chain.
8444. About the width of an ordinary road? Yes.
8445. What sort of a night was it ? Dark night.
8446. What time do you think it was ? A quarter past 11.
8447. Did you sit there for some little while ? Yes.
8448. What did you do then ? I suppose I sat there for about—it might have been near ten minutes, 
and 'then went to leave.
8449. Grot up to leave ? Yes. .
8450. Did you move towards the gate ? Yes.
8451. You were in the act of going out of the gate with the young lady when you heard something ;— 
what was it that attracted your attention ? The sound of the constable running."
8452. Somebody running ? Yes. °
8453. Did you look and see who it was ? Yes ; I turned round.
8454. What did you see ? Constable Quelch caught hold of the girl.
8455. You saw Constable Quelch catch hold of the girl? Yes.
8456. Whereabouts ? By the arm.
8457. What did he say ? He asked me if I was finished.
8458. What did you say ? “ Quite.”
8459. Did you realise the insinuation in his remark, “ Have you finished ” ? I did not understand it.
8460. You got on your dignity then, and quietly and shortly said, “ Quite ” ? Yes. .
8461. What did he say then ? He ordered me put of the park. He told me to get about my business 
and leave the park.
8462. And was the con stable ^still holding the girl ? Yes ; still holding her wrist.
8463. And did he tell you to get about your business, but still hold the young lady ? Yes.
8464. You naturally resented that? I did not go. The constable caught hold of her again and held her
tight. ’
8465. By both wrists ? Yes. He first asked my name.
8466. What took place then—what did he say to you ; you say the constable caught the young lady by
the two wrists and told you to go and you refused ;—what did he say to the young lady when he caught 
her by the two wrists ? To come .along with him. .
8467. What did Miss Kerrigan say? She sang out to me.
8468. What did she say ? “ Oh, Mr. Crosby.” • .
8469. Did she seem to be in great distress ? Yes.
8470. You caught hold of Quelch then by the shoulders, did you not ? Yes.
8471. What did you say to him ? To let her go. .
8472. Something happened then, did it not ? A whistle blew.
8473. What did Quelch do immediately the whistle was blown ? He did not do anything. He let her 
go, and I got hold of her by the shoulder.
8474. And when the whistle blew what did he do ? \Ve went to go outside the gate.
8475. Did he let you alone ? He still stopped with us.
8476. And let you walk off? I said we would go, and we walked out of the gate together.
8477. Did he follow you out of the park ? Yes ; the three of us walked out together.
8478. Coming through the gate, did he let go Miss Kerrigan’s hand ? Yes.
8479. Up to that time he had hold of her hand ? He let go when we started to walk out. '
8480. Did he ask you to give him Miss Kerrigan’s name and address ? Yes.
8481. But you refused ? Yes. '
8482. Was that in the park ? Yes.
8483. While he was holding her by the wrists ? Yes.
8484. When you reached her street, did Quelch say anything to you ? He told me to go about my
business again. ' J
8485. What did you do ? I said I would stop there with her.
8486. You knew you had done no wrong and you were on your dignity? Yes.
8487. In fact, you resented this police interference ? I did. '
8488. Then did you cross the road, cross over Pitt-street ? To John-street.
8489. Did he follow you ? He was still with us.
8190. As we say, trying to provoke him to make some breach of the peace to give cause for arrest. To 
witness : You stood at the corner of Pitt and John streets ? Yes.
8491. Did he stand too? Yes.
8492. And did Miss Kerrigan then have a conversation with you in his presence? Yes. She asked me
to go home and she would go by herself. . 8493

ROYAL COMMISSION—SENIOR-CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE. ' ' 197



334

L. Crosby. 8493. She was terribly upset ? Tes. .
8494. And why did she ask you to let her go home by herself; from what you saw there, why did she ask you 

17Nov.,1897. to let her go home alone? She used to stop me every time I went to say anything. She was frightened.
8495. Did she say you had better go because she was afraid that Quelch might lock you up ? Not then.
8496. Did she afterwards ? Tes. .
8497. How far is it from the corner of John-street to Pitt-street, to Mrs. Kerrigan s door, the mother ot
the girl ? About a chain. . , .
8498. Then did Miss Kerrigan walk.from this corner to her mother’s house alone? Tes, with Senior- 
constable Quelch behind.
8499. Did he follow her ? Tes.
8500. And you stayed at the corner ? I stayed at the corner.
8501. Did you object to Quelch walking with her ? Tes ; he followed her.
8502. Did you make any objection ? Tes.
8503. What did you say ? I told him he was not to walk with her. ^
8504. Instead of that did he persist in following her? He said, “ I will see where she lives.
8505. Then did Miss Kerrigan go inside her house ? No ; she stayed at the gate.
8506. Got inside the gate and stopped there ? I could not swear whether she was inside or not from where
I was. .
8507. Tou stayed watching ? Tes.
8508. Did you see Quelch do anything to her when she got to her own gate ? No. ,
8509. Tou could not see that far ? No. .
8510. But you were there until Quelch came back to you ? No. I stayed there about ten minutes.
8511. Was he still talking to Miss Kerrigan ? Tes.
8512. Then you left? Tes.
8513. Now, do you remember the following Monday night? Tes.
8514. Did you, in consequence of something which Miss Kerrigan had told you had taken place between 
Quelch and herself on Saturday night, did you leave with her and go somewhere? I caught up to her on 
the Monday night.
8515. Where did you meet her ? Just about on John Hunter’s corner.
8516. Then you caught up to her there at the corner of Pitt-street and John-street ? No, of Regent and 
Bedfern streets.
8517. What time was that ? About five past 9.
8518. What state was Miss Kerrigan in ? She was crying.
8519. Did she tell you something ? Tes.
8520. Did she tell you why she was crying ? Tes. .
8521. Why ? She was afraid to go home because Constable Quelch had made an appointment to meet 
her at Parry’s Mills corner at 10 o’clock.
8522. Did you see her home ? Tes.
8523. Then did you return to Parry’s Mills ? Tes.
8524. Did you see a constable there ? Tes.

; 8525. Did he see you ? No, I do not think he saw me, because as I passed he walked away.
8526. Did you go across? Tes.
8527. What time was that ? About a quarter to 10, I daresay.
8528. As you went towards him, did he walk across the street again ? Tes.
8529. Tou suspected it to be Quelch ? Tes.
8530. And you went up to see ? Tes.
8531. Did you walk up in front of him ? Tes.
8532. Did you stop him ? Tes.
8533. Was it Quelch? No.
8534. Who was it? Robinson. '
8535. Did you say anything to Robinson ? Tes.
8536. Mr. BulL] I object.
8537. Mr. AhigailJ] When you caught up to him, then you found out it was not Quelch ? Tes.
8538. And you said something to him ? Tes.
8539. Did you tell him that you would like to tell him something ? No. ■ _
8540. What did you sav to him ? I asked him was he as good a man as he was on Saturday night.
8541. What did you do that for ? I wanted an explanation from him.
8542. Tou did not know at that time it was Quelch ? It was not Quelch.
8543. But at that time you did not know who the constable was who had stopped you on the first
occasion ? No ; I did not know him. ,
8544. What was said then ? He asked me what I was talking about, and I asked him if he had forgotten 
his actions on the Saturday night in the park. He asked me, “ What actions.” I asked him whether he 
had forgotten what he had" done in the park, and he told me then I was talking to the wrong man.
8545. Did you also tell him that you would like to tell him something, but you were afraid? No ; he 
told me he would like to tell me something, but he was afraid.
8546. Did you ask him who the constable was who was on duty there on Saturday night ? No ; he 
told me.
8547. Who did he say it was ? Constable Quelch. .
8548. Robinson told you it was Senior-constable Quelch who was on duty at the park on Saturday night. 
Tes.
8549. Did he also say not to let on that he told you ? Tes.
8550. Mis Worship^] We cannot have the conversation. _
8551. Mr. Abigail^] What did you do after that—do not tell us the conversation—what did you do a^ter 
that;—did you ask him whether it was he that had blown the whistle on the previous Saturday night? 
No ; he told me that.
8552. What did he say ?
8553. Mr. Bulli] I object to this.
8554. Mis Worship.] We cannot have the conversation. Call Constable Robinson if you want to,^ and
then he will state the facts. 8555.
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8555. Jfr. Abigail^ What time was it that the whistle blew? About twenty or twenty-five past 11. ^ Crosby.
8556. Mr. Abigail (to Mr. Quelch).'] If you will tell me that there is no entry of this occurrence, I will ''
not ask any questions. - 17Nov., 1-897.

8557. Senior-con stable Quelch.] There is no entry of this in the rough occurrence book, or anything
appertaining to it. ■
8558. Mr. Abigail (to witness).] Were you doing anything in that park to justify any police interference 
at all? No.
8559. Were you misconducting yourself in any way at all, in the slightest? No ; not in the slightest.
8560. Tou made this pretty public ; you were not afraid of it ? Tes ; published it in the paper. -
8561. As a matter of fact, you went to the Truth office and reported it ? Tes ; I did not go to the office,
I met Mr. Norton in the street.
8562. And you gave him all the details ? Tes.
8568. And you had so little to lose by the publication that you stimulated it ? Tes.
8564. His Worship.] Was there an article in the newspaper about it ? Tes.
8565. What paper ? Truth, and also a letter in the Police Times—a report about it in the Police Times.
8566. Mr. Abigail.] How did it get there ? It was sent there.
8567. Who sent it in ? A friend of mine.
8568. From your dictation ? I gave the account.
8569. Mr. Pull.] When was that ? I suppose it may have been a week after it happened.
8570. Mr. Abigail.] And before it appeared in Truth? Long before it appeared in Truth.
8571. Before it appeared in Truth you got a friend of yours to make a report of it from your dictation ? •
Tes.
8572. That appeared in the Police Gazette ? It went to the office, and I was seen about it.
8573. Did it appear ? It went to the Superintendent. •
8574. Did it appear in the Police Gazette ? I do not know.
8575. At any rate, you say you sent in a report, and it went to the Superintendent ? Tes.
8576. Did you go further than that—did you actually put all these facts which you have related upon 
declaration, and hand them to Mr. Norton, proprietor of iruth ? Tes.
8577. Statutory declaration ? Tes ; statutory declaration.
8578. How soon after the occurrence did you make that declaration ? I could not exactly say ; it might
have been a month. ■
8579. It would not have been more, -would it ? It may have been ; I would not swear.
8580. Was it soon after you sent in your report to the Superintendent ? Tes ; shortly after that.
8581. Do you know the result of the report you sent in to the Superintendent ? I was seen about it.
8582. Who saw you ? Inspector Lawless. - .
8583. And that is all you have ever known about the matter ? Tes ; I was to have gone up to the station
to identify the man, and the day I was to have gone up my sister died, and I did not go, and let it drop, 
and never bothered any more about it. -
8584. What did you tell Lawless when he asked you to come to the station and identify him ? The first 
time he asked me I said I did not know the man. He came again and asked me would I go up, and I 
said, “ Tes and the third time I told him it was Constable Quelch, and he has never bothered me 
afterwards.
8585. Nor have you heard one word about it since? Never heard a word about it.
8586. Mr. Bull.] Tou and this girl Kerrigan were working together? At Kahla’s.
8587. He is an Assyrian storekeeper ? He may be. ■
8588. Isn’t he ? I do not know. •
8589. Don’t you know ? I do not know.
8590. And how long had you been working there ? Two years.
8591. How long had this girl been working there ? About nine months.
8592. And of course you had known her all that time ? Tes, I have.
8593. Tou have a sweetheart, have you not ? Tes.
8594. Dollie M‘Namara ? It is not for me to tell you who it is.
8595. We are here in an inquiry ? Never, mind ; I decline to answer.
8596. His Worship.] He need not reply to that.
8597. Mr. Pull.] Don’t you know that Miss M'Namara has been subpoenaed here? I decline to answer 
that.
8598. Did Miss M'Namara know that you were going to walk out with Miss Kerrigan that night ? I did 
it every Saturday night for nine months. I do not say that it is walking out with her.
8599. After the place was shut up ? Tes, walked out to her place. Never kept her company.
8600. How many^times had you taken her in this park during the nine months that you had been walking 
out with her ? Never before.
8601. That was the first time ? Tes.
8602. And the last ? No, it was not the last.
8603. Have you been there since ? Tes. It has nothing to do with you though.
8604. Mr. Abigail.) Have you ever seen Mr. Bull there ? I might, perhaps.
8605. Mr. Pull.] I have a park in my own neighbourhood, thank you. Tou did not even kiss the girl
that night ? It has nothing to do with you. ■
8606. His Worship.] Tou can refuse to answer if you like.
8607. Mr. Abigail.] If you will take my advice you will not decline to answer. Tou answer them and do , 
not give them a chance.
8608. Mr. Pull.] Do you decline to say whether you kissed the girl ? I do not decline to. (To His
Worship : Is it necessary ?) '
8609. His Worship.] Tou can answer it if you like ? "Well, I did.
8610. Mr. Pull.] How many kisses ? I did not count.
8611. Did you have your arm round her ? No.
8612. After walking all the way from Kegent-street to the park you sat down with her;—were you sitting 
on the ground ? No.
8613. Well, you be careful ? Careful enough for you.
8614. " Axe there a number of plantations in this park? Tes.
8615. Were you near a plantation ? Tes. 8616.
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Ii. Crosby. 8616. Were you behind one ? bib. , . ..
f—8617. Was the seat behind a plantation ? I could not swear exactly. It was in the vicinity of one. If 

17 Nov ,1897. y0U like to go up there you can see.
8618. It is about a chain away from the path ? Tes.
8619. I suppose you know the park is not intended for lovers to disport themselves ? There is no case
of lovers about it. . '
8620. Tou and Miss Kerrigan are not lovers ? I do not think so.
8621. Then she is not your sweetheart ? No.
8622. Tou did not even have your arm round her ? No ; I did not. . _
8623. Of course, my friend had suggested to you that there was nothing in the nature of impropriety;
you know what that means ? Tes, I do. _ .
8621. Nothing approaching that? Nothing approaching that. Tou must have been through it to see it 
all.
8625. I decline to answer that question, like you. When the officer came on the scene, she, the young
lady, was very much excited ? Certainly she was. ■
8626. Have you told us all she said ? I have.
8627. Do you remember her clinging to your arm, saying, “ Oh, Mr. Crosby, it’s all your fault ”? No, I 
do not.
8628. Will you swear she did not ? I will.
8629. Will you swear she did not say, “ It is all your fault; oh, don’t lock me up ; I will never come here 
again”? I will.
8630. She thought you wrere going to be locked up ? What more could she think when the man caught 
hold of me.
8631. In view of that fact you really thought that Quelch was going to lock both of you up ? I did not.
8632. Why ? I was determined not to go ; I resisted him.
8633. Tou would have resisted the police officer ? Tes.
8634. Tou would have got into hot water? Well, then, I would have got into hot water. _
8635. Do you say that Miss Kerrigan did not say that or anything like it, “ Oh, Mr. Crosby, it is all 
your fault; don’t lock me up ; I will never come here again ”? I will swear she never said that.
8636. Did you offer the officer any money, or did you say, “Don’t lock us up”? No, I did not.
8637. Why are you laughing at that? Because I do not get my money easy enough to give it to him ; I 
do not chuck it away for nothing.
8638. Do you know a young man named Marr ? No.
8639. Tou do not know anybody by the name of Marr ? No.
8640. Tou do know Robinson, the police officer ? Tes.
8641. Mr. HiiyofZ.] Commonly known as “ Robbo ”? I do not know whether it is Robinson or 
Robertson.
8642. Call Marr, please.

[Mr. Marr entered.']
8643. Mr. Bull.] Do you know this man Marr ? No; I do not. _
8644. Did you send him or instruct anybody to send him to see Robinson about this matter ? I instructed 
nobody.
8645. Are you aware that he came with a message from you, offering Robinson £2 to have the matter 
hushed up ? No ; I am not.
8646. Tou know whom I mean by Constable Robinson ? The man whom I met.
8647. And whom you thought was Quelch, and whom you were going to take it out of? How do you
know I was going to take it out of him ? '
8648. I take that for granted? Tou can have that.
8649. Tou give me that in ? Tes, I give you that in.
8650. Did you ever have a conversation with Quelch about this ? No ; I never saw him. _
8651. Do you recognise Quelch as a man whom you spoke to on one occasion in Regent-street when in
plain clothes ? I could not recognise him. .
8652. Do you remember having a conversation with Quelch, telling him this, for instance, that it was the 
■watchman, Brewin, who had run you to do what you did ? No, I did not.
8653. Did you have a conversation with Brewin ? I did.
8654. Having had a conversation with Brewin, do you remember having had a conversation with Quelch 
explaining .to Quelch, not knowing possibly that it was Quelch, that you had been run on to do what you 
had done by Brewin, the watchman ? I am not in the habit of talking to people I do not know.
8655. Did you say this to Quelch ;—did you tell Quelch—did you mention, for instance, to this officer 
who was in plain clothes that you had already seen Inspector Lawless ? No, I did not.
8656. Do you remember the circumstance of speaking to some plain-clothes constable about the fact of 
your having seen Mr. Lawless ? I never remember speaking to any constable.
8657. Do you remember saying this to anybody whom you did not know to be a constable, that it was the 
watchman, Brewin, who had run you on to do what you had done, and you did not think or see what a 
fool you had been until you saw Inspector Lawless ? Nothing like that. I did not.
8658. Now that I have mentioned the fact to you, do you remember the circumstance of speaking to
somebody in plain clothes in Regent-street ? Well, I think every man who walks up the road is in plain 
clothes if he is not a policeman. ^
8659. Do you remember speaking to anybody under tbe circumstances I am detailing to you ;—I suppose 
you are glad to speak to anybody and tell everybody the adventure you had with the “ copper” ? Tou 
may. I do not.
8660. One of your duties would be outside usher ? No ; it was not.
8661. At any time ? Not unless I chose.
8662. Lor instance, if you chose you would go out and speak to any young lady you knew outside ; I am 
sure that would happen to a gallant young fellow like you ? It may.
8663. Would not your duties be in standing outside sometimes inviting customers, and so on ? Tes.
8664. Now, you went a long way round this night that you walked out with Miss Kerrigan ;—did you 
arrange before you left the place to take her for a walk to the park ? No.
8665. Did she know you were going to take her for a walk to the park behind this plantation ? No.

8666.
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8666. Did you see Quelcli in Pitt-street wMlst and when you were on your way with this girl, or did you l*- Crosby,
see a police officer in uniform ? No. , x
8667. Tell his Worship what distance you think it would he from this shop where you loft with the girl DNov., 1897. 
to the place you sat down, by the route that you took ? I do not knowr; 79 Eegent-street, is pretty near 
Redfern-street.
8668. Start from John Hunter’s corner? I did not start from there that night. •
8669. That is the way you went? No, that is not the way we went that nindit. ■
8670. Did you go by one of the back streets ? I went by the nearest approach to my own home.
8671. Which is that? Wells-street.
8672. That is farther on ? No ; it is closer. .
8673. Wells-street runs through to Castlereagh-street ? Tes.
8674. When you left the shop you went that way ? Tes. -
8675. Tou crossed Pitt-street ? Tes.
8676. And into Castlereagh-street? No. Into Redfern-street then.
8677. Into Pitt-street and then up into Redfern-street ? Tes.
8678. Round Friend’s hotel corner ? Tes.
8679. In George-street? No. I told you I went into Pitt-street.
8680. What direction did you go did’you go through the Redfern Park ? Tes.
8681. Are there other girls engaged in the shop? Tes.
8682. And they were with their young male friends ? No ; they were all with me until we got to this 
place. '
8683. Then they were all with you until where ? At the door where they live, within a few yards of it.
8684. Why did not you let this girl Kerrigan go into her home ? Where wras her home to go into, we 
had not got to it yet.
8685. Why did not you go on home instead of going into the park to sit down with the girl ? We went 
through the park to go home.
8686. Jlfr. Abigail.'] That was quicker.
8687. Mr. Bull] It is not quicker to go into a park to sit down behind a plantation ;—why did not you ' 
take the girl straight home ? I took her straight home.
8688. Tou did? Tes. I went to the park because I wanted a spell, and sat there.
8689. And she wanted a spell ? Tes.
8690. And you both sat down spelling ? Tes.
8691. Then, wanting a spell, you kissed her whilst you were there;—how long were you sitting down9 ■
About five minutes. > b j 6
8692. Have not you already said in this investigation that you were sitting down about ten minutes 9 ■
No ; I have not.
8693. Then where were you at the time you heard the whistle ? Half way out the gate.
8694. How far would you have gone from where you had been sitting down when you heard the whistle 9
About 10 yards. -
8695. So that you were 20 yards from the gate, is that it ? Tes, about that.
8696. Then when you got to the gate did you see Robinson? No. Robinson was not there to see. If 
he was there I would have seen him.
8697. Tou heard the whistle when you were 10 yards from the gate ? Tes.
8698. What direction did the whistle come from’? I could not say.
8699. It was not Quelch ? No.
8700. It was somebody blowing a whistle or a policeman blowing a w'histle ? Tes.
8701. Did you not see Robinson at all that night ? No ; I did not.
8702. Not anywhere? No. .
8703. Then you described that there was some conversation between you and Quelch and the girl and you 
left the girlhow far was that away from her home ? A chain.
8704. Quelch saying he was determined to see where she lived ? Tes ; he said, “ I will see where you live.”
8705. Now, so far as you know, you have told the whole story of what did take place ? Tes.
8706. Tou were rather anxious, were you not, to get your version of the matter made public 9 I was 
87()7. Mr. Abigail.] Tell me this, are you in the habit of talking to strangers in the street about your 
private affairs ? No. I am not.
8708. Are you in the habit of accosting people in the street and telling them all about this trouble that 
you had ? No. I am not.
8709. Did you ever accost this man or any other man in plain-clothes and toll him, without beinc 
interrogated, all about this ? No ; I have not.
8710. 1 think you have already sworn that you never saw Quelch about this matter ? Never saw him 
about it.
8711. Mr. Abigail.] Now, I call for the complaint, the report he made to the Superintendent, and all the 
other reports on it. {Exhibit No. 36.]

Miss Mary Kerrigan was called and sworn:—
8712. Mis Worship.] What is your name ? Mary Kerrigan.
8713. Where do you live ? In Pitt-street now.
8714. Mr. Abigail] Do you remember the last Saturday in April or the first in May being taken home 
from Kahla s by Mr. Crosby ? Tes.
8715. Tou live wfith your parents ? Tes.
8716. Where was it you lived then? In John-street.
8717 Ton left the drapery store where you were employed with Mr. Crosbv, the two Misses Crosby, and 
Mr. braser? Yes. Ji
8718. And did you all go together as far as Mr. Crosby’s residence ? Tes.
8719. And then you split up ? Tes. ’
8720. Tou and Mr. Crosby then went on towards your home ? Tes.
8721. Tou went into Redfern-street ? Tes.
8722. And through the Redfern Park into Elizabeth-street ? Tes.

Miss
M. Kerrigan.

17 Nov., 1897.

* 2—2 P
8723.
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Mias 8723. And that was Waterloo ? Yes. ~ , 0 v
M. Kerrigan. §724. And then you went alongj Elizabeth-street to the back 01 Mount Carmel. Xes.
vvtj ^ TgoV 8725. Then you entered Waterloo Park, did you not ? Yes.
17 JNov.,1897. 8726. That is, by the gate near the second flight of steps ? Yes.^

8727. And then you went along the fence towards Waterloo? Yes.
' 8728. That was in the park and along the park fence, along the asphalt path which goes right side by
side with the fence ? Yes. _.
8729. Then there is another gate there—at the corner of Pitt-street. x es.
8730. Did you leave the park by that gate ? Yes.
8731. But before leaving the park you sat down? Yes; on a seat. , _ r u.
8732. Tell me, will you, how far was this seat from the gate leading out of the park . It was further 
than from here to that corner [pointing to corner of Court diagonally opposite witness-box
8733. Much further? Not much. „ „ x £ .1 ,, ,1 .
8734. Was it about the length of this Court from wall to wall ? I think it was further than that.
8735. A little further ? Yes.
8736. About as far as across a street ? Yes. .
8737. How long did you sit on the seat? Not more than ten minutes, if it was that.
8738. Did you hear anythingwhat happened ? We sat down on a seat, and we got up and went towards 
the gate, and when we got up and were walking towards the gate, and when we were near the gate we 
heard someone running. It was Quelch that was running, and he came up and caught me by the wrist. 
He said, “Are you finished,” and Mr. Crosby said “Quite,” and he told Mr Crosby to go tome and go 
about his business, and then Mr. Crosby refused to go, and he caught me by the two wrists, then I said, 
“ Oh, Mr. Crosby,” and then he said, “ You had better go home, Crosby, and then Mr. Crosby caught

What happened then? Then, Mr. Quelch said, “Where do you live ? ” I said, 
“ John-street.” He said, “ Well, I will see if you live there,” and we went towards the gate out Pitt- 
street way, and then Mr. Crosby told him to leave go my hands, and as we went m through the gate he 
left go my hands, and then we went over to the corner ot John-street, and I went home, and Quelch told 
Crosby to go home again. 1 said to Mr. Crosby, “ You had better go home, and I walked on, and Mr. 
Quelch walked behind me, and when we got to our gate _Mr. Quelch caught hold of my hands and he 
said, “ Have you been walking with Crosby long?” I said, “ Yes, about nine months. He said,^ Did 
he ever come "home with vou before ?” I said, “ Yes, he comes home with me every Saturday night.
8740. Mr. Abigail.-] Did*he say anything about the park? Yes. He said, “Did you ever go into the 
park with him' before,” and I said/“ No.” He said, “ Oh, that’s what all you girls say ; you all say the 
same thing.” And then he said, “ Are you going out with him to-morrow night? He asked me was I 
going out with Crosby on Sunday night, and I said, “No,” and then he asked me would I go with him, 
and I said, “No,” I was going to church with my mother. He said, ‘ Come a little walk down George- 
street.” I said, “ No ; I live here.” He said, “ We won’t be long.” I said, “ No ; I live here. And
he said, “Well, I don’t know what to do.” . , ,
8741. What else did he sayanything about a summons ? He said I would be going mto the park once 
too often with Mr. Crosby, and that I would be getting into trouble and he said that if he let me go I 
would be getting into trouble, and subpoenaing him as a witness, and then he would get into trouble for 
letting me go, and he said then, “ It would be in all the papers, and a nice showing up it would be ; a

8742. Mis Worship.'] Did he ask you to meet him ? Yes ; he said, “ What time do you come out of 
work.” I said, “ Half-past 9,” but we came out at 9. He said, « Well, if you meet me at Parry s Mills 
at 10 o’clock I will let you know what 1 will do.”
8743. That is about summoning you ? Yes. . , n rm_ ^ • n i -j *
8744. “ I will tell you what I am going to do,” to frighten the girl ? That is all he said to me.
8745. Mis Worship^] Did you go and meet him ? Oh, no.
8746. That is all that happened ? Yes. '
8747. Mr. Abigail.] Did vou tell him “ All right,” you would meet him ? les.
8748. What did you do that for ? Because I wanted him to go.
8749. And that is why you led him to believe that you would meet him ? Yes.
8750. Were you afraid of him because he was a policeman? Yes. . , ,
8751. Were you afraid of him because you thought it would probably happen as he said, that it would be 
in all the papers, and would be a disgrace ? Yes.
8752. Did he threaten to tell your parents about it ? No. _ _ . „
8753. Did he say this to you, “ Now I will have to take you inside if this is where you live and tell your
parents”? No.
8754. You were crying ? Yes.
8755. You were upset about it ? Yes. , .
8756. He frightened you a lot ? Yes, he did frighten me when he ran up and caught hold of me.
8757. And from the seat could you actually see your gate from where you sat ? I do not think so.

. 8758. It was very near it ? Yes.
8759. That seat is under 200 feet away from your own home ? Yes.
8760. Did you meet him on the Monday night ? No. , 0 xr
87G1. But in consequence of what Quelch said, did you ask Mr. Crosby to see you home that night. Ho. 
I said I was frightened, and Mr. Crosby came home with me.
8762. Did you do anything improper on the seat ? No.
8763. Tell me, did anything improper take place between you and Mr. Crosby . JNo.
8764. How old are you ? Eighteen. _ .

. 8765. I suppose after working all day Saturday and being up from early hours m the morning until late
at night you are pretty tired ? Yes. . n t.
8766. You answer me"frankly and never mind about any offence that this may give to Mr. Crosby or Miss 
McNamara. Is it not true that there was a little bit of jealousy which prompted you to ask Crosby to 
take you round that way that night to pass Miss McNamara’s house ? I did it to vex her. I was going 
to tell her of it the next week.
8767. And that is why you got him to take you round that way ? Yes.
8768. And why you sat down in the park ? Yes.
8769. Mr. Bull.] Where was she ? We went past her place. b77a
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8770. She was not in the park ? No.
q^o As a matter of fact he kissed you, did he not ? No.
8772. He did kiss you in the park? No.
'8773. But he tried to ? I do not know. .
8774. Would you rather not say? Tes. ''
^p^na?Tvr^e-R if alli *1™^ again. Do not let any modesty prevent you from telling us all,
™srer.Mr- Bul1 Yl]1 take advantage and use it. He did kiss you ? I do not know.
did? Y^s^he dicl rm ln kissed;—did you kiss him or did he kiss you—he has told us that he
till' 'f"'' ]Bul1^ 1Yhy did you hesitateperhaps you will tell us how old you are ? Eighteen.

,re you eighteen past ? Eighteen in September.
8779. A couple of months ago? Tes.
»vqi ' ri0 tllat in May last you were in y°nr seventeenth year ? Tes.
STRO- TT0 y0U rememh01' telling anybody that you were nineteen years old at that time ? I do not.
R7fiR m t y0U,eV6r told anybody that you were nineteen years old at that time ? No.
070j" 71/ •nd .®“SSested that your people at home could see you from your own door. .
cyor' r, Jr ^ dld ??*> hnt that she could see her home, but it appears it is just round the corner. 
Mr Crosby ^ No °U C°U d nCd see ^ront door of your home at all from where you were sitting with
0707' ?r?u really sitting down in a dark place, were you not ? It was not so dark.
07 -r3 ^hore a moon ? I do not remember.
07on* ?°J?U n0!' know there was not any moon ? I do not.
«7an a t r?ark UP hy lamps ? No ; it is not. .
0701' 'p-ny 2' y into the park from the street would have the lamps behind them ? Tes. 
wirhMTcroTbr16 1011 SlttmS fr0m the gate ;^have you keen to the park since with Mr. Crosby ? Not

8793 Ym?wJ be®J t0 tbf Park and sat down with somebody else ? With my friend, Miss Loffatt.
8/Ud. Xou have not been there with Crosby since? No. J ’
0707* rc? y°U <luifce truthful in that statement ? Tes. '
R7QR* Tj"leJtaS TVGnnJ°^ have been is lle telling the truth ? No ; he is not. '
8797 ^ » 7/If th?fe^S no impropriety the constable had no right to interfere.
879R £ l ^ Y°U say tbat Qneich took hold of both your hands or wrists ? My wrists.
R70Q wi F7-ei Vel’y ^ch temhed—very much frightened ? Tes.
me up. ^ dld y°U thmk the P°licemarl was going to do at the time ? I thought he was going to take 
8800. Lock you up ? Tes.
8802' Xharrdnir^Uhin\w rje t0 fepen t0 Mr- Crosby ? He seemed t0 leave him out altogether. 
RRHQ T1 C by tel1? US tbatbe thought he was going to be locked up ? I did not.
vouhavJjr hZ 'I ier youwere clingmg to Mr. Crosby during a portion of the time ;-did 
yo^ ave your hands upon his shoulders, or your arms round his neck, or were you holding on to him ?
8804. What ? No.
8805. Well, Mr. Crosby says you were? I never did.
880a Were not you clinging to Crosby and did you not say this to Crosby, clinging to his arm “Oh

ia'i?,!“°h' *•**,“t ”"!>" r-d

0000' ?0U never said thak to the Policeman ? No ; I did not. 
rcoq ivJ nev(:r aaked h\m not t0 lock you up ? No ; I did not.
rri n vr y°U tel1 the Pohconian you would never go there again if he let you go ? No.
8810. Have you a recollection of what took place? Yes J 6
US:™7zr„t,h:»‘oyout"oih"No; 1 “ 
TZZZtaZZZZ'ZZZ’ZyZ li“lc1' bro”8“ 7°“ of ,fc' p”'k 1'e bro|w1'1 *>
colr’ ^e11’ it; is at.the corner of Kellick-street? No ; at the corner of John-street.
SSlo. At any rate, it was to a lamp ? Tes
S?!1?' tbfrnthat \e.asked ypur llame ? No ; he asked me my name in the park. *
SRI8 WL A-A Cr° y blS^a™e 111 the park ? No ; I said, “ Oh, Mr. Crosby.”
did not ? 7I did^ot SIT,’-* His d/yo^r fault ^ “ a ^ aS° When 1 aSked y°U’ ttat y°U
8819. But you did say, “ Oh, Mr. Crosby ” ? Tes." 
qqo?* jid y0U Say that ? Because I was frightened.
™ ? i 2d -TeTi“TriS’ifto2?iher Jon"" ;-yoa —the «* ?»“ s*™

park'togettier^Yer1110 Walk after y°U Cam6 °Ut °f the park’ tbe wl'°le tllree of you came oufc of the

RrS: “d Mr* Cr°Sby togetiher- “d Quelch following you immediately behind ? Tes.
Root* niu y? any PersoP8 about street at all ? No ; I did not.
8825. 1 he place was very quiet ? Tes.
8826. On your way through the park, and before you sat down, did you see any nersons in the nark V Un
RR97 * w8te&\ w* We Were near th0 gatc> up towards Mount Carmel. ? P P * Up
oooo* Trrf8 tbat bet°re you went in ? No; after we came out.
cqoo a j y0U ''7ere 8°ing in first ? No;1 did uot. '
RRsn a d y°U th-y°U Tere sitting dowi1 about ten minutes ? About that.
SsS: A wo^Ten seal T^* y°U W6re d°WI1 Up0n * Seat ? TeS ; 1 am ^

rrrq that ?ear a Potation, do you remember ? I do not remember.
parti‘cuk°r hours remem ’ y°U ? T°U 866 y°U haTe often been in the Park aiuc3 ? Only between 
8834. Tou have often been in since? Tes. '
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Miss 8835. At night time ? Tes.
M. Kerrigan. 8S36> ]ra not thig park terraced ? Tes. .
./T 8837. "Which were you on—the lower fiat ? I think the second one.

ov'’ ' 8838. How many are there? Three, I think.
8839. Are you quite sure you. were not on the lower flat ? I was not.
8840. Did you cross over these terraces walking from the path down;—is that the way you reached where 
you eat down, walking over these terraces ;—did you go by way of the terraces before you sat down ? No.
8841. But you went by way of the terraces when you came out ? Tes.
884'2. Did you hear a policeman’s w'histle blow ? No ; I did not hear it.
8843. Tou were with Crosby all the time that he was in the park ? Tes.
8844. How far did you accompany him after you came out ? To the corner of John-street. _

' 8845. How far would that be from the gateway or opening of the park, a few hundred yards ? Not far.
884G. Tou never heard a policeman’s whistle ? No ; I did not.
8847. Mr. Abigail.'] Did you hear any whistle at all ? No.
8848. Tou were too much agitated, were you not ? Tes.
8849. Mr. Bull.] Do you remember Quelch saying in Crosby’s presence, and to you, that he was
determined to see w'here you lived ? He said “ I will see if you live there.” . -
8850. Tou at first said where you did live ? Tes ; he asked me.
8851. Mr. Abigail.] Do you know that a letter ivas sent in, Miss Kerrigan ? Mr. Crosby told me. _
8852. And it wras a fact, was it not, as stated in the letter ;—“ he probably,” that is Crosby, “will give
you particulars, though she does not wish to be mixed in things of the kind for reasons easily under
stood” ;—that is a fact;—you did not want the world to know you were sitting in the park at this time at 
night? No. .
8853. Mr. Bull.] They are sweethearts; they have known each other for nine months ? "Wie are not. .
8854. Mr. Abigail.] As a matter of fact, you are not sweethearts, are you ? No. Mr. Crosby is
engaged to another young lady. _
8855. I have put this letter and report in;—were you interviewed by anybody about this matter ? No.
8856. Mr. Lawless did not come to you ? No. _
8857. And you did not have any conversation with a gentlemen in plain clothes in the street who
happened to turn out to be Quelch afterwards ? No. ' _
8858. Mr. Bull.] Did you walkout with Mr. Crosby every night from this place, every Saturday night;— 
are you still employed at this place of business ? No.
8859. The shopkeeper has left ? Tes.
8860. Then during the months you were there? Tes.
8861. Were you in the habit of walking out with Crosby every Saturday night ? Only home.
8S62. Mr. Abigail.] Did Sergeant Yane come down and see your mother about this ? Tes.
8863. Is your mother here ? Tes.
8864. How soon after this occurrence did Sergeant Yane come to you ? It was after Mr. Dacey saw me. 
It was the same day.
8865. When did Vane come down to your mother’s house ? The same day that Mr. Dacey came down.
8866. Mr. Bull. Were you subpoenaed ? Yes.
8867. Who left the subpoena at the house for you ? Mr. Dacey brought it over to the shop.
8868. Do you not know that Sergeant Yane was down to serve a subpoena upon somebody of the name of 
McNamara? No ; Mr. Dacey did.
8869. Did what ? Served Miss McNamara with a subpoena. ,
8870. Vane was not down to serve a subpoena ? No ; I never saw him.
8871. Did he have any conversation with you ? No.
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Mrs. Margaret Kerrigan was callnd and sworn :—
Mrs. 8872. His Worship.] What is your name ? Margaret Kerrigan.

M. Kerrigan. 8873. Where do you live ? In Pitt-street now, and formerly in John-street.
77 8874. Mr. Abigail.] You are the mother of this young lady ? Tes.

ov-> '• 8875. Do you remember Sergeant Yane coming to see you ? Tes.
8876. When was this ? It was the Monday before this came on—Monday or Tuesday—1 would not be 
sure which day.
8877. What did he come for ? I was standing outside the gate, and he came and said he wanted to know
if Mary Kerrigan lived there, and I said, “Tes.” He said, “Did Mr. Dacey come here and subpoena 
her ” ? and I said, “ Yes,” and I said, “ What is it about” ? I said, “ Her name is in here ; you come 
here and I will show it to you.” He came into the dining-room, and I said to him, “ What is it about” ? 
and he said, “Don’t you know”? I said, “No.” Of course, I knew that the child was through the 
park, but I did not know any more, and he said it was “improper intimacy with Crosbie on the park,”
and I said it was false. I said, “ My child is a virtuous child,” and he said, “ Oh, all mothers think their
children are virtuous.” I said, “ Well, I do not think, because I am sure of it.” ’
8878. Tell me, there could be only one meaning to be put on what Vane said to you ? Tes, he did mean it.
8879. He was making a deliberate charge of want of chastity against your little daughter ? Yes.
8880. And you being the parent, indignantly repelled it ? Of course I did.
8881. Did he not tell you that there would be a great exposure ? Tes. I said, “ Well, my daughter won’t 
go into Court to have her good name taken.” He said, “It will be in every jiaper,” and I said, “ She will 
not go,” and he said, “ Well, I will be down here to-morrow and see you,” and I said at once, “She 
won’t go. I will go at once to Mr. Crosby.” He said, “ Don’t go near him,” I said “I will go to Mr. 
Dacey,” and he said, “Don’t go near him.” He said, “Tou take my advice, Mrs.,” and then when he t 
was going down the steps, “ Of course it has nothing to do with me, but it will all come out.” He said,
“ All mothers think their girls are good.” He said, “ Many’s the time I’ve taken little girls off the park.”
I said, “ You have never taken my child off the park.” He said, “ I do not know,” and I said, “ I do.”
8882. Did you take his meaning to be that if you allowed your daughter to come to the Court that she 
would be disgraced by this being in the papers ? Tes.
8883. It frightened you ? No.
8884. As a matter of fact, you tried to stop your daughter going ? Tes.

8885.
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8880. And it was only when Mr. Dacey saw you again that you consented to her coming? Tes. ^rs-.
8886. Mr. Bull.] Tou would not let your daughter go on the park with anybody as late as half-past il ^err'®an- 
at night ? No ; I would not.
8887. Tou would he very much annoyed if she did ? Tes. 17Nov., 1897.
8888. Do you happen to know that she was in the park with young Croshy as late as half-past 11 ? I 
do not.
8889. Tou would not have allowed it if you had ? No ; I would not.
8890. Tou were not aware even! that she was there sitting with him, and he was kissing her in the park ?
I would hardly believe it.
8891. I may tell you it has been sworn to. That surprises you, does it not? Tes.
8892. And it has been sworn that she has been with him in this park at night more than once ? I do not
think so. ' 10

8893. I may tell you that it has been sworn to ? I do not believe it. •
8894. They were there ? I do not believe it.
8895. Evidently this lady does not know ? Don’t I know. I have kept my child in. I have never
allowed her on the street. ■
8896. There is nobody accusing you of anything ? She has never been to a dance, or a fair, or anything. 
We have kept her unspotted from the world.
8897. Tour daughter has sworn that she has been frequently on that park late at night with girls ? I do 
not believe it. I will make you prove it.
8898. These questions must be asked you. Tou come here without knowledge ? I know my daughter. 
I do come here with knowledge.
8899. His Worship.] Tou are quite right in defending your daughter.
8900. Mr. Bull.] I am not making insinuations ? Tou are. &
8901 I am only telling you what has been sworn to here by your daughter herself ? She did not. I 
would not believe it. My daughter was never on the park alone with Mr. Crosby only that one night. 
1 would not believe it if you went on your knees and swore it. '
8902. I never was there ? Don t try to take any girl’s character away.
8903. My daughter is quite as old as she is? Tou are a father yourself. If you rear your daughters as 
wel as I did her and kept her unspotted from the world, you would do. There would be nothino- to fall 
back on until a blackguard like Quelch-if I had been there that night he came I would have broken 
his back with a broom.
8904. Mr. Abigail.] I may tell your Worship that, if it has any weight, we can produce a doctor’s certifi
cate regarding this young lady, \ou know wdiat that means. X need not say more.

Senior-constable William Edward Quelch was recalled:—
8905. Mr. Bull] What night was it ? Saturday night, 1st of May. I started from the station about 
10 0 clock. constable
8906 What time did you go on duty that night? About 10 o’clock. I was at the station until 10 had \V?e!Quelch. 
struck.
8907. Just relate the matter in your own way? At 10 o’clock it was my duty on that section that night. 17Nov., 1897. 
I went and visited the constables that I would have to visit, and about a quarter pastil Constable 
Jtobiuson would be coming round Kellick-street, and then round into Pitt-street, and would meet me.
8908. That is from Kellick-street into Pitt-street ? Tes.
8909. He would come round and meet you that would be at a quarter past 11 ? Tes. Between that he
would have to be up on the corner of Phillip and Pitt streets at the half hour. He is up there at the ,
starting-point at the half hour. I went along Pitt-street to meet him, and I saw a young couple ahead of
me going along the footpath. I stood at the corner of Buckland and Pitt streets, having no necessity to 
go any further; knowing the constable would come that way, was bound to come that way, I waited.
As he had not come round I went up then towards Kellick-street, for the purpose of reversing the beat, 
to meet him, which would be my duty. When I got between the streets I heard a whistle blown!
Knowing it should be the constable s time, and seeing the same young couple that was going ahead of me 
go into the park I went up in that direction also. When I got up to the lamp-post at the corner of 
Kellick-street and Pitt-street that is, on the opposite corner of the park—I could not see Robinson 
coming; I naturally went into the park, thinking something was wrong, and knowing the character of the 
park, no lights, and everything else.
8910. Tou know the people who resort to it? Tes.
8911. What sort of people resort to this park at night ? Larrikinesses and young fellows. Tou can see 
them come in there, and they are in there about five or seven minutes, and you can see them come out 
again. The park is terraced, and is very dark.

t}‘erl aT1^ ■'amPs ^ There is not a single light in the park. We term it—the police—
The Waterloo brothel. Any night you like you can go there, and you might as well say it is a brothel.

8913. At any rate, young people who are respectable certainly do not know the risk they run in going 
into such places ? No, they do not. I went into the park gate. Of course it is like any other park; 
there is the outside fence and then there is a plantation and an inner fence to protect the trees. Just 
inside the park, to the right, on the lower terrace, there is a tree with a square plantation fence round it 
and no seat. I saw a black form, as I thought, to the right of this plantation. I went along towards it ;
When I was a few yards off of it, I noticed a young fellow seemed to be rolling off the top of a young
girl. I "went up to them and asked them what was their conduct in the park at that time of the night. I
asked them to go out of the park. They went out of the park, and when they got to the gate I asked 
them for their names and addresses. I took them under the lamp-post at the corner, the Imht there at 
the corner, and Crosby gave me his name. 0
8914. What name did he give you ? The name of Crosby.
891o. Mr. Abigail^] He must have been very much afraid when he gave you his correct name ? Then I 
had a look at him more; “ Oh,” I said “ I am sorry to see you in the park at this time of night.”
8916 Mr Bull] Whom did you say this to ? Crosby ; I recognised him then. Ho was generally stuck' 
outside the Assyrian draper’s looking after the draperies. I asked the young lady her name.

8917.
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Senior- 8917. Mr. Abigail.'] Do you notice the elaborate detail of all this “ The Assyrian draper’s ” ; why does 
eonstable not he say “ outside Kahla’s, the draper’s” or “outside Abigail’s the grocer’s,” or “ outside Bull’s the 

' lawyer’s ” ; but he says, “ Outside the Assyrian draper’s ? It is the usual topic for that shop, “ The Assyrian 
17 Nov. 1897. draper’s.”

’ 8918. Mr. Hull.] Customers and other people speak of it as “ The Assyrian draper’s ? ” Tes. I then
asked the young girl her name ; she was clinging on to Mr. Crosby. I asked her name, and she refused 
to give it. She said, “ Oh, Mr. Crosby, it is all your fault.” She said, “ Don’t lock me up ” ; she said “ I 
won’t come here any more.” I said, “ Give me your name, and where you live ; I am not going to lock 
you up and be mixed up with your habits.” I said, “ If anything happens to you as I am brought upon 
the scene, I will be the first one you will subpoena as a witness at the Police Court,” I said, “If it was 
earlier in the night I would lock you up, but as it is not, and I am the only witness here,” I said, “ The 
Bench has ruled or has passed remarks that it is not fair for us to bring them before the Court, seeing 
that we are the only ones that witness it at such times at night.” I heard the Bench repeatedly pass that 
remark.
8919. Mr. Abigail.] Did you say this to them? Tes ; I told them if it was not so late at night I would 
lock them up.
8920. Mis Worship.] Unless it was a charge of public indecency, you mean ? Tes, your 'Worship; I
asked her two or three times to give me her name, and it was only by telling them that, that I did not 
intend to do anything on that account, being so late at night, and I the only witness, she eventually gave 
me her name. “And now,” I said, “ tell me where you live.”- She said, “ I live in John-street. ’ I 
said, “ There are a great many houses in John-street, and as John-street is not very far away, show me 
where your house is.” She walked on to John-street; I followed her and Crosby followed too. She went 
down John-street some 90 yards down, I should say ; she went in then to the front garden of a cottage. 
Crosby was then just a few yards higher up. After she got into the gate she stopped. I said, “ Go and 
knock at the door. I want to see whether you do live there.” She then came to the fence, and said, 
“ Don’t you tell my mother, will you ? ” I said, “ I am not going to tell your mother at all.” I said, 
“ Knock at the door and that will satisfy me that you live there.” She went and knocked at the door ; 
the door was opened ; she walked in and closed the door. I went away in a westerly direction, and 
Crosby went back again in the westwardly direction. I went round and picked up the other constables 
on their beats. .

• 8921. Now you heard the statement made here by her that you asked her whether she was in the habit of
meeting Crosby late at night; and whether she would meet you on some following night, Sunday or some 
other night ? Tes. _
8922. What do you say to that ? I never made such an insinuation at all, and as for saying that I could 
meet her at 10 o’clock, it is impossible for me to do it.
8923. Why ? I am parading at 10 o’clock at the station. _
8924. When ? The whole of the month, and that is three-quarters of a mile away from the station—
more than that. -
8925. Which is ? This spot. There is the duty book there. That shows I parade at 10 o’clock at night 
there.
8926. Was there any such thing in your mind as your wanting to meet this girl for improper purposes ? 
A girl like that ? I may say at the time I asked her her age, and she told me she was 19 years of age.

' 8927. That you doubted? Tes; I did doubt it.
8928. Tou simply did what you did that night in the girl’s own interest? I did. I told her what the 
result would be ; in fact, I believe I mentioned to her the great number of young girls that we had, led astray.
8929. Outside of all this fuss with regard to what you did, have not you frequently and often advised 
young girls under similar circumstances ? Any amount.
8930. Not to frequent such places ? Any amount.
8931. Do you not know, and is it not a fact, that in the Redfern Division, this place called “The 
Brothel” is the resort of almost all the young girls in the place? Redfern, Waterloo, and Alexandria; 
and I have hunted them off the park at 1 o’clock in the morning.
8932. Has there ever been a complaint while you have been in the Redfern Station, of any attempt on 
your part to take advantage of any woman m the place ? No, never.
8933. What is the age of your eldest daughter ? Thirteen years of age.
8934. Mis Worship.] Tou observed them, as it were, one rolling off the other ? Tes.
8935. Were their clothes disarranged in any way ? The park was so dark that I could not see.
8936. Had they time to arrange their clothing before you walked up and spoke to them ? Tes.
8937. Mr. Bull.] They were in an amorous position ? Tes.
8938. Do reputable people about the district walk into that park for the purpose of having ordinary 
conversation? Not at all.
8939. Do any people that you know of walk into that part of the park at all ? Not at all. It would 
have to be daylight. Tou might go there every night in the month at half-past 11 at night, and you 
would not see any decent person sitting there. Tou might see a larrikin and larrikiness pass in for about 
five minutes at the most, and you might see them come out again. Alexandria Park is just the same. 
Of course, they have lately put three lamps in there.
8940. There are no lamps in the park ? Not a light; and if you go over to Dowling-street at night-time 
you will see them walking into Moore Park by the thousands, and I have often remarked it, if a policeman 
stands near the corner of the entrance, directly they see the policeman they cover their faces. I have 
known this girl for a long while. I see her every day almost that I am at home, passing down in front 
of my house, going home to her dinner. It is her nearest way. She goes down George-street past.my 
front door and round John-street, and that is her nearest way home, and this is the way they have rigged 
up that they went this night, I may as well say, three parts of a mile out of their course.
8941. Mr. Abigail7] Now he says they have “ rigged up.” Tour Worship sees the same character and 
nature of defence. All these people are perjurers, and he, the immaculate Quelch, is the only person 
who tells the truth ? I say, no matter what end it comes to, this young couple were never up at the top 
of Mount Carmel that night.
8942. How do you know ? I know it, because I followed them right along.
8943. Mr. Bull.] Tou were there on patrol ? Tes.
8944. Mis Worship^] How long were they there before you recognised them in this position ? They 
could not have been in the park longer than, say, about three to four minutes at the most. I stood at

the
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the comer of Buekland-street. As the constable did not come round, I edged up a little bit, thinking Sen(1<?i 
that something was wrong, and the whistle blew. I think I can explain a little bit that with reference to 
the girl McNamara. I applied for the subpoena for this young lady (Miss Kerrigan). There was a '
subpoena issued by mistake for Dollie McNamara, She was served with a subpoena, I believe, when the 17 jf0Ti 18g7_ 
mistake was made, and I think, by what I hear, there was a bit of a tiff between Crosby and her over it. 5
The mistake was made, and an order came up that Sergeant Yane was the man who should serve these 
subpoenas on everybody. Yane was instructed to serve these subpoenas, and I think certain names on the 
subpoenas were underlined, which he should not serve.
8945. Mr. There is no doubt in the world about this : You have heard Crosby say that on the
Monday night he saw somebody in the street whom he went up to with some intention. There is no 
doubt that person was not you ? Positive. I can easily explain that.
8946. You heard me ask Crosby whether he had spoken to you upon the matter ? Yes.
8947. Whether, as a fact, he recognised you as having spoken to you on one night in Kegent-street in 
plainclothes? Yes.
8948. Did he speak to you ? Yes.
8949. Tell his Worship what he said ? I was not dressed as I am now ; I had no collar on, and I do not 
think I had a vest on. He was outside, as I generally used to see him, of this draper’s shop, looking out 
for all the goods that were exhibited outside. I merely said, “ Good evening,” and got into conversation, 
and I knew he did not know me, and never recognised me. We got in conversation. My object was I 
had heard something.
8950. Mr. Abigail.'] I object to his object. .
8951. His Worship.] I see no objection to his giving his reason for the conversation.
8952. Mr. Abigail.] I submit we cannot have his object.
8953. Mr. Bull.] You had heard something ? Yes. ,
8954. And your object in speaking to him was what ? With reference to the man named Brewin, to see
whether it was correct. I had a conversation with Crosby outside the shop, and he said he was very -
sorry that ever he had opened his mouth about it at all; but if it had not been for Brewin he would not 
have made himself such a fool; that he had a conversation with Brewin, and Brewin had run him to do 
this. So he said, “Asa fact, I do not know who the constable is. I could not identify him. I did go 
and stick up another constable, but I found out I had made a mistake.” . .
8955. Mr. Abigail.] Do you not see. the cleverness ? He knows all the reports, and he has a mind
imaginative enough to supply all the details. .

Witness : After that, I think about a day after or so, it came under tbe notice of another constable, 
and seeing that, for the constable’s own protection, he reported the circumstances to one or two of the 
non-commissioned officers. They mentioned the matter to me. I instantly said-----
8956. Mr. Abigail ] I object to this.
8957. His Worship.] I will not have this.
8958. Mr. Bull.] Some report was made by somebody ? Yes.
8959. Was that report made by Kobinson? Yes; and after that instance was brought to my mind by 
my superior officer, I said, “ Kobinson has nothing to fear about that, because it was not Kobinson that 
caught them in the park, it was I.”
8960. He had confused Kobinson with you ? Yes.
8961. And your explanation to your officer was that Robinson had nothing to fear in the matter, because 
jtou were the person who had seen them ? Yes.
8962. My friend asked whether, as a fact, this girl did meet you at 10 o’clock on the following night ? Yes.
8963. How frequently have you seen this girl since then ? Well, I have seen her any amount of times.
8964. I suppose you have seen her in the evening ? Yes.
8965. Have you attempted to accost her in any way ? ' Never.
8966. Have you seen her with male friends as well as female? Yes.
8967. Mr. Dacey.] You say you have seen her with other male friends ;—who have you seen her with?
I do not know who they are.
8968. Did not you come down from the north-west corner, where the lamp is ;—did not you run down 
the hill to look whether they were going out of the gate ? I was not up that hill that night, and I do 
not believe I go up that hill any night during the month.
8969. Did not you say you went up Kellick-street to meet Constable Robinson ? I went up to the
corner of Kellick and Pitt streets to meet Constable Kobinson. "
8970. Where is Kellick-street ? It runs from Elizabeth-street into Pitt-street.
8971. What do you call the street alongside the fire station, in Waterloo ? Kellick-street.
8972. Where does it run to ? Morehead-street.
8973. And you say this Kellick-street runs into Pitt-street ? Yes. . .
8974. Prom where? Prom Elizabeth-street.' You come up the steps from Elizabeth-street up to Mount 
Carmel; then right down into Pitt-street.
8975. Mr. Abigail.] You say that this park is very dark? Yes.
8976. You know the gate you went out of? The corner of Kellick and Pitt streets.
8977. No, the top gate that you went out of the park by to go to this young lady’s house ? No ; I was
never near the gate. . •
8978. Is not that the gate ? No. ,
8979. Then you see you contradict them, do you not? I think you are out of it altogether. Your 
witnesses’ evidence is that they went in the top gate and walked down to this gate, where they came 
out of.
8980. Do you admit that you went out of the gate described by Crosby and Miss Kerrigan ? If they
referred to the top gate, I do not admit it at all. 0
8981.
8982.
8983.
8984.
8985.
8986. 
head.
8987.
Yes;

The gate nearest their house ? That is better.
Did you go through that ? That is the gate at the corner of Pitt and Kellick streets.
That is the gate nearest their house ? Yes.
Now, you say the park was very very dark ? Yes.
How did you then see the dark form, as you describe it, roll off a woman ? With my eyes.
But the park was very dark, you know ? Well, surely you will credit me with having eyes in my

I suppose you have only got the eyes of an ordinary man—you cannot penetrate the darkness ? 
most decidedly. 8988 '
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She was not.

I do not

ho

:? I did.

I never

Senior- 8988. Is not this a fact, and have not you purposely forgotten to mention it, that at that gate there is a 
constable iamr) -which throws a stream of light into the park ? There is a lamp on the opposite cor e .W^E. Quelch. 89gP And was it not by the aid ff the light from the lamp that you saw those two pcoidc sittmg down 

onthe seat? Not at all. There was no seat where they sat down. There is no seat on the bottom
17 Nov,, 1897. lantatioll in tbe park_ j a0 not believe there is one there to this day.

8990. Is there a seat near it? Yes ; on the next terrace.
8991. On the second terrace ? Yes.
8992. Did you not hear that young lady say she was on the second terrace.
8993. You will admit that there was a seat there ? Yes. ■
8994. And in the localitv described by these people ? Yes. J , , „ o tm8995. So that, in order to get them off the seat, you have to take them down to the bottom terrace . They
were not on the second terrace at all, and they were not on the seat.
8996. To put them on a seat you would have to admit that they were on the second terrace .
admit much. The seats are behind the plantations on the second terrace. ,
8997. But if this is true, assuming it for the sake of argument, that they were on the second terrace, a
not on the third, it is probable that they could have been sitting on the seat, as the seat is there . 1 ey
may have been, but you see they were not sitting on the seat.
8998. That is what you say? I am positive about it.
8999. You sav that they were lying down? They were.
9000. AYbat was their position when you went over to them? He was just getting on the young ady.^
9001. Were his clothes disarranged? I cannot say they were. As soon as he saw me coming
jumped up. t j-j
9002. Did you assist the lady up, or did he ? No. He did. , , .
9003. Now, as a matter of fact, did you accost them until they were walking nearly to the gate :
9004. Until they had actually got up to the gate ? I did.
9005. Did not you then get hold of the girl ? No.
9006. Then they are wrong there? They are. , , , -j <i n u >
9007. Is it a fact that you said to them, “Are you finished? and that Crosby said, yuite 
heard such a remark. As soon as they got up I ordered them out of the park and followed them.
9008. Is it a fact that Crosby caught you by the shoulders ? He never laid his hands on me. I would

9009. Is it a fact that the whistle blew while you were still engaged in conversation with the young lady ? 
No. The whistle blew before ever I entered the park. If it had not been for the whistle I would not 
have entered the park.
9010. Is it a fact that you saw any act of indecency ? No. _
9011. Did you, from first to last, charge these young people with anything ? Not at ail.
9012. Why did you want to see the girl home to her mother’s ? I wanted to see if she was telling me the
OOls!" Did not you tell me that for a long time past you have known this girl, and known her well ? But
I did not know where she lived. . T . , T ,
9014. But you knew where she was, and knew where you could find her address ? 1 knew whore 1 could
find her, at the draper’s shop, Kahla’s. .
9015. Why did you think it necessary, having no charge against this girl at all, to satisfy your curiosity 
and follow her, to see whether she lived where she said she did ? I considered it my duty.
9016. Is it your duty, having no justification to interfere, to follow people to see if they give you correct 
addresses ? It is my duty in a public park if I see any case which I cpnsider should not take place m a
park, it is my duty to prevent it. • , 1 •
9017. Why did you not do so in the case of the pigeon-stealers, who were running about and warming 
themselves at 4 o’clock in the morning;—did you have this conversation with Crosby and the young 
tady—at any rate, you admit that you did follow the girl to the house, and had some conversation with 
her at the gate ? I admit that I followed her to the gate. She went in, and she asked me not to tell her

9018. Did you say this, “ Do you work with Crosby” ? No, decidedly notI knew she did.
9019. Did not she say, “ Yes ” ? No. . . . ,,
9020. Did you say, “ How long have you been working with him” ? No.
9021. Did not she say, “ Nearly nine months” ? No. _ ^
9022. Did you say, “ Did Mr. Crosby ever come home with you before” ? No.
9023. And did she say, “ Yes ; he comes home with me every Saturday night” ? No.
9024. Did not you say, “ What were you doing in the park” ? No.
9025. Think again ? I never asked her that. -
9026. Did not he say, “Nothing”? I never asked her that. _ , • , n i .. 0 vr r
9027. Did you say, “ You will be getting into trouble going into the park with Mr. Crosby . les; 1 
said, “ You young girls will be getting into trouble going into the park at this time at night.
9028. Did not you say, “ Are you going out with Crosby to-morrow night” ? No. '
9029. I think you said that the only conversation you had with the young lady was, No ; 1 won t tell
your mother; knock at the door, and I will be satisfied”;—now, you have admitted one bit more in
striking corroboration of part of the conversation deposed to by her and contradicted by you; now, 
having got that admission from you, will you go a bit further ? Anything you like to ask. _
9030. Did not you say this to her, “ Are you going out with Crosby to-morrow (Sunday) night . No.
9031. Did not she say, “ No” ? No.
9032. Did you say, “ Meet me to-morrow night” ? No. _ ■
9033. Did not she say, “ No ; I am going to church” ? No. _
9034. Did not you say, “ If you cannot meet me to-morrow night, will you come nowr for a walk along
George-street” ? No. ... .
9035. It is pretty dark in George-street ? No ; it is all built upon, and lit up.
9036. Towards the Waterloo mills ? Yes, right to M‘Evoy-street. . _ #
9037. Is there not a vacant piece of land there ? That piece of land is built upon and lit up.
9038. Does not G eorge-street go into a vacant piece of land ? George-street terminates at the back of 
M‘Evoy-street, and then it is fenced off. One side of M‘Byoy-strect is ajl built upon, and part^of^the 
other side is built upon, 9039.
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9039. Does not it go into the mills there ? There is one entrance into the mills, but that is not the 
entrance into the mills. ' .

y°u ?an Set th61,6 ? Tes. It is private property, and the man has his house in the centre 
ot it, and a watchman on the grounds.
9041. It is dark there, is it not ? Tes.
9042. Did you say this to her, “ Oh, we won't he long” ? No.
9043. Did not she say, “No” ? No.
9044. Did not you say, “ Well, I don’t know what to do” ? No such conversation ever took place with 
that young girl.
9045. Did not you say, “ Tou will be summoned, and it will be in all the papers” ? No.
9046. Did not you say, “ Tou will he pretty well disgraced” ? No, not a word of it.
9047. Did not you say, “ Were you ever in the park before with Crosby” ? No.
9048. And did not she say, “ No ;—and did not you say, “ Oh, that’s the way with all you girls • you all 
say that; you will be going into the park once too often with Crosby” ? I may have said that.
9049. There is another bitdid not you say, “ Tou will bo getting into trouble if you don’t look out” ? 
1 may have said that. I have said it to so many.
9050. Did not you then say, “Tou will be subpoenaing me as a witness” ? Tes.
9051. “ And I will be getting into trouble for letting you go ?” No. ’
9052. Did not you ask her then what time she left off work ? No.
9053. Did not she say, “ 9'30” P No. I know the time they shut up.
9054. What time does she leave work at night ? Between 9 and half-past, week nights
9055. Every night ? When Kahla was there. °
9056. Is not Kahla there now ? It is an empty shop now.

not y°u know ^at she used to leave there every night at 9 except Saturday? No : between 9 
and half-past. J ’
9058. Did you say this to her: “Does Crosby come here with you on week nights ” ? No.
9059. Did not she say, “ No ” ? I never asked her the question.
9060. Did not you say this: “ If you will meet me at 10 o’clock at Parry’s mills-I will tell you what 
I am going to do ” ? It is impossible for me to say such a thing.
9061. Tou see you admit only part of that conversation, and only the least incriminating part P Tes • I
see you have asked me a lot of questions to the detriment of that young girl. ’
9062. His Worship.'] Just answer the questions. " °
9063. Mr Abigail] The incriminating part of the conversation this young lady has sworn to you carefully contradict ? Tes. ^ o j j
9064. I want to know from you whether you will go to the extent you have in the former charges —will
you say that this is pure imagination on her part, or is it a wilful and wicked lie ? 1 believe it’is iust
™^ lt; nlsT-a wicked’ Wllful lie of Mr- Brewin. Why don’t you bring him here as a witness ?
9065. Tou heard this young lady swear that you said all these things, and now you say they are wicked
n/w.W1T ^ Per'iury 011 ker Par^ d^d I10*; kear young lady swear all that you have lust asked me 
90bb. 1 can assure you she did ? I took no notice of it then.
9067. Assuming that she did, is that, on her part, wicked and wilful perjury ? Tes it is
9068. Now you have contradicted the evidence on oath, given by Crosby ;-is the part of his conver
sation which you have contradicted wilful and wicked perjury on his part? Tes. ,
9069. How many people m this inquiry have you charged with wicked and wilful perjury ? I could not 
say.
9070. Is it not a fact that every witness that has come into the box to incriminate you —have not you
said m those cases exactly what you have said in this, that they are all liars and perjurers P I did Why 
you put m half-a-dozen men to swear to a certain day, and then the next day they backed down because 
they had a little iniormation. .
9071. I ask your Worship to believe this because the facts given in evidence entitle me to do it I ask
you to believe that this man is not the only truthful man in this case. To the witness: Now tell me 
this: do you really wish His Worship to believe that when you came up to these two young people and 
found them m the position that you have described, that you asked Crosby for bis name, and be gave you 
truthfully his name ? Tes. 6 •'
9072. That is rather peculiar for a man caught in the act ? Naturally enough he would give me that
because he knew I knew him. b

that he knew you ? Most9073. If he knew you knew him it would be equally natural to say
decidedly. '
9074. And yet you say that afterw'ards, when you, in plain clothes, saw him he did not know you9 lit
did not know me in uniform, let alone when I was in plain clothes. ’
9075. Tou have heard him say that he told the Inspector afterwards who you were ? After he was told.
9076. Now tell me this : do you want His Worship to believe that when you spoke to these people anc 
got Crosby s name you went into all this elaboration of detail, and that yon said to this young kdv 
. Iou had better give me your name,” and she refused to give it, and then you said, “ I am not going to

se mixed up with your habits ” ? Those words of mine, “ I am noi ' - - 6
a rn. i\/r_ n____ t_* _*i • pi.,, ’ not going to lock youlock you up and be______ r ___ ____ _ . „v

up,” were when she said, “ Oh, Mr. Crosbie, it is your fault.”
9077. That is, when you came upon them at first to surprise them, do you want His Worship to believ<
that you used those words, “Now I am uot going to be mixed un in your habits”9 After we en' outside.” i j s
9078. Did you further go on to tell them, “ And as I am the only witness, and the Bench has over anc
over again ruled that it is not fair to lock people up under such circumstances, and being in the dark ] 
will let you go. Do you really want His Worship to believe that you, surprising these people in thh 
act that you describe, went into that long and elaborate detail before them ? I do not see that that r 
very long and elaborate. '
90/9. Don t you think ifc is elaborate for you, detecting offenders, to say that, “ I am not going to loci 
you up, because I am the only witness and tbe Bench.has ruled that it is not fair” ? With that kind oi 
crime I could fill the lock-up every night.
9?80;.If °lher People told you that would you believe that tale ? Tes, I would; I know there are plenty 
of police officers who drive these girls off the park. F J

* 2—2 G- •

Senior- 
constable 

W. E. Q uelek.

17 Nov., 1897.

9081.
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Senior- 9081. And you went into the matter in an argumentative way, and explained in detail that the Bench had
„c°ns'ia*>1® ruled that you should not lock them up, and notwithstanding that, you followed them up ;—is not that

' unfai1, ? I do not see that it is unfair. If we catch them it is a matter of duty with us, but I have heard 
17 Nov 1897 strictures on the Bench that when nobody sees it, and it is late at night, we might pass them by.

" 9082. Mr. In other words, when other senses are not offended P Tes.
9083. Mr. Abigail.'] Tou say you said this to them ? Tes. I did. I gave her good advice.
9084. To sum the whole thing up—you have heard the evidence given hy Mr. Croshy and Miss Kerrigan, 
and you know your own evidence ? Tes.
9085. Now contrast your evidence with theirs. Tou see the wonderful contradictions between your 
evidence and theirs ? I cannot see many contradictions.
9086. Tou see it is a flat contradiction? Most decidedly it is.
9087. In one part of the case against you, Croshy is corroborated hy the evidence of this young lady.
9088. Mr. Bull.] I object to that. That is only a speech to Tour Worship.
9089. Bis Worship.] I do not think you should go into that. Tou are drawing conclusions.
9090. Mr. Abigail^] With great respect I am not ? I might say that only yesterday afternoon I saw 
Crosby coming along the street with what I took to be his evidence, rehearsing it.
9091. Tou have flatly contradicted the evidence of Crosby, although his evidence is corroborated by Miss
Kerrigan? Tes. _
9092. In the face of that, do you still wish to adhere to your evidence ? Tes, I do, and I say that if 
Crosby had had any respect for that young girl he would never have taken her on the park at that time 
at night.
9093. I say that if you had had any respect for the girl you would not have asked her to go down George- 
street ? I was a good Samaritan to that girl on that occasion.
9094. Did Mr. Lawless ever speak to you about this matter ;—did you know that a complaint had been 
sent in into the station about it ? No.
9095. And that Mr. Lawless had spoken to the constable on the beat? No.
9096. Did not you know that Kobinson had been spoken to ? No.
9097. Did you know, that any officer had been spoken to ? No.
9098. Did not you say that your superior officer had been spoken to about it, and you said that Kobinson 
need not mind because you were the man? I referred to Sergeant Vane.
9099. Did he speak to you ? He spoke to me about this man sticking Kobinson up, and then I said that 

• Kobinson need not be afraid, that it was I that found them in the park.
9100. And notwithstanding you told Sergeant Vane that, you did not hear anything about it? No.
9101. Is it a fact that this is the first time you have seen this report? Tes ; this is the very first time.
Since this started I found that that did take place, and that an appointment was made by tbe Inspector 
with this man, and he never turned up. I have never seen that in my life. I do not know what it 
contains now. •

. [The Commission then adjourned.]
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THU RSI) AT, 18 NOVEMBER, 1897.
[The Commission resumed its sittings at 2 p.m. at the Central Police Court.]

Present:—
WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, Esq., S.M. (Sole Commissioner).

J. K. Dacey, Esq., M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

Mr. J. W. Abigail, solicitor, appeared in support of the charges, on behalf of Mr. J. K. Dacey, M.L.A.; 
Mr. C. Bull, M.L.A., solicitor, appeared on behalf of Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

Charge No. 13—continued.
Senior-constable W. E. Quelch was recalled :—

Senior- 9102. Mr. Bull.] Do you remember my asking Mr. Crosby yesterday whether he had sent somebody to 
■W^E^Ouelch make an offer of £2, or whether he had offered £2 under any circumstances to have the matter hushed 

' up to anybody ? I recollect that circumstance. _ _
18Novl897. 9103. Did anything of the sort take place so far as you are concerned ? Tes, on the night in question.

’’ ' 9104. Did he, as a fact, make an offer? He said he would give me £2 if I would say nothing about it.
9105. Bis Worship.] Who said that ? Crosby did.
9106. Mr. Bull)] Crosby was asked the question whether he had ever offered, or whether he had 
authorised anyone to offer, £2 on his behalf to hush the matter up, and Quelch contradicts Crosby on 
that point, and it is for Tour Worship to determine who is telling the truth. To the witness : Now you 
heard the statement made by both Crosby and the girl yesterday hs to the route that they took ?. Tes.
9107. And after the Commission was over last night, did you pursue, on foot, the course which they 
described they took ? Well, there is no doubt I took a nearer course, because I left out the portion from 
the Town Hall, Kedfern, in Pitt-street, to the house where Crosby said he went with his sisters—I left 
that portion out. I took the nearest route through the Kedfern Park, that would be from the corner of 
Castlereagh-street and Kedfern-street, straight across diagonally" to the corner of Phillip and Elizabeth 
str66ts
9108. Now, how long, as a fact, did it take you ;—did you walk leisurely as they were walking ? I
walked the pace that a person would ordinarily walk along the street. _
9109. How long did it take you ? Twenty minutes, leaving out the portions I mentioned.
9110. To reach which point? To reach from the draper’s shop to the park gate in Mount Carmel Park.
9111. Was anybody with you ? No. I started inside the park and went up alongside the fence. _
9112. Tou heard them describe the course which they themselves took ? Tes. The nearest seat to this 
gate is fifty-five yards from the gate, off the track.

9113.
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9113. I gave you certain instructions yesterday ? There is no seat on the second terrace whatever. Senior-
9114. I am going to ask Tour Worship to visit this park if there is any trouble in the world on this constable
matter. W.E. Quelch.
9115. Sis Worship.'] I do not think it is necessary, because it is admitted that there is a seat only on the
second terrace. ' iomov.,is9/.
9116. Mr. Bull.] Quelch says there is no seat on the second terrace at all.
9117. Mr. Abigail.] We do not know whether he is describing the locality? Witness: Tes; and
there is not a single asphalt path in the park.
9118. Sis Worship.] There is no seat on the second terrace ? No.
9119. And none on the third ? There is one on the third, and 55 yards from the gate. There is a flat, 
there is a terrace comes up about 4 feet, and then it runs flat again for several feet back, and then it 
runs up again in another terrace, and then just up above that terrace there is a square plantation and 
a seat in front of it, and that is the nearest seat to the gate.
9120. Mr. Abigail.] That is the seat they say they were sitting on.
9121. Mr. Bull.] The girl describes it and says they were sitting on the second flat.
9122. Mr. Abigail.] That might be a mistake about the terrace. They say they were sitting on the seat 
nearest the gate. What does it matter about what flat they were on, because you will admit that your 
client himself is wrong, because he admitted yesterday that there was a seat on the second flat.
9123. Mr. Bull.] He says there is no seat where he said he saw them, and there is no seat where they say 
they were sitting. To witness : Did you tell us the time that it occupied you in walking the route that 
you say you took? It took me without the least reflection or stoppage twenty minutes.
9124. And you started with an object, and you finished with an object? I timed myself at the start.
9125. Having all the time that object in view? That is to see what time it would take me walking at an 
ordinary pace.
9126. Mr. Abigail.] Tou did not take anybody with you? No.
9127. To test it, or corroborate your statement ? No.
9128. The distance, or, in fact, the locality upon which this seat is ? No.
9129. Have you seen Eobinson since yesterday ? In connection with what ?
9130. In connection with this case ? Tes.
9131. Mr. Bull.] What was the object ? I was passing along Elizabeth-street during this route, and I 
was somewhat ahead of Constable Eobinson. I said to Constable Eobinson, “ I cannot stop now. I am ■ 
retracing their steps as sworn to in the evidence to-day.” 1 never slopped with Constable Eobinson. I 
went straight on. If I did I would have had to have gone back again and started again.
9132. Tou have had no conversation with him ? No.
9133. Mr. Abigail?^ Tou have not seen him since ? No. .
9134. Nor had a word with him ? No.
9135. Has he given you a statement of his evidence ? No.
9136. Has Mr. Bull got one ? No.
9137. Do you know what he is going to swear? I have got a statement. I have had a statement in 
Court here for the last weeks and weeks.
9138. Who gave it to you? Constable Eobinson. •
9139. Since this Commission sat has Eobmson supplied you with a statement of his evidence ? Tes.
9140. When did he ? Some three weeks or a month ago or more. '
9141. Have you seen him since with regard to it ? No.
9142. Have you talked to him since he gave you the statement ? No. I might have casually had a few
words with him.
9143. About what;—about his evidence ? No ; I had it there.
9144. Since he gave you that statement, have you had a conversation with Eobinson, any conversation 
with Eobinson ? No ; not with regard to his evidence.
9145. Have you had any conversation with Eobinson since he gave you the statement ? Tes.
9146. How many ? May be four or five here at the Court.
9147. When was the last;—did not you see him yesterday and talk to him? I did. We all generally
go up to the tram, and generally have a conversation while on the wray, all the police.
9148. I am not complaining about your doing it; I want the fact, but you seem to be afraid of the fact.
How many times have you met him in Phillip-street in the last five or six weeks? If I have met him 
once in Phillip-street it is as much as I have. .
9149. Mr. Bull.] Where is Phillip-street ? The boundary of the constable’s beat.
9150. Mr. Abigail^ Did you ever tell anybody else until to-day that Crosby had offered you £2 ? Tes.
9151. Whom ? I have mentioned it several times.
9152. Can you tell me anybody ? I believe I have mentioned it several times to Sergeant Yane, several 
times to Constable Eobinson, and several times to Constable Edwards. Of course, I cannot take my 
memory back to everybody I told it to.
9153. Why did not you mention it yesterday ? I was not finished in my examination.
9154. I cross-examined you yesterday, and then Mr. Lawless was put in the box ? I cannot recollect it.
9155. Do you mean to say you cannot recollect the doings of yesterday afternoon ? I have so much to 
recollect, 1 cannot think of everything.
9156. Do you really mean to answer my question in the way you have that you cannot recollect that 
you gave your evidence yesterday ? I cross-examined you, and Inspector Lawless was afterwards called ?
I cannot recollect everything.
9157. Can you recollect that ? I cannot recollect it.
9158. Sis Worship^] I think this is most irrelevant.
9159. Mr Abigail.] It is to test his recollection.
9160. Sis Worship^] I can see nothing in it.
9161. Mr. Abigail. I can see something material in it.
9162- Mr. Bull.] My friend says that Quelch has seen Eobinson, and his object is plain, to rouse the 
suspicion in Tour Worship s mmd that when Eobinson comes in he has been told what to say. How can 
that be, when Quelch swears that the fact is that I have had Eobinson’s statement in my hand for weeks.
Here it is. I have had it in my hand, and probably my friend has had a look at it.
9163. Mr. Abigail^] I have not.
9164. Sis Worship] Tou can ask Eobinson. 9165
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Senior- 91G5. Tl/V* Your ^Yorship sees this, that if I can get this man to swear that he has not had a
w°??s*a^e, conversation with Kobinson, and then, when Kobinson goes into the box, can get him to swear that he 

' has, it is a question then of who is the liar. It does seem that as soon as this man explains anything that
18Nov 1897 is against him, you are satisfied. _ . .

’ ’ [With reference to Mr. Abigail’s last few questions in cross-examination of Senior-constable
Quelch, at the request of Mr. Bull, the shorthand-writer stated that Mr. Abigail was mistaken in thinhing 
that Inspector Lawless had been examined the previous day. At the conclusion of the examination of 
Senior-constable Quelch, Inspector Lawless was to have been called, but the adjournment intervened.]

Charge No. 12—continued. 
Mrs. Annie Brown was recalled :—

Mrs.
Annie Brown. 

18NowA897-

9166.
9167. 
ever.
9168.
9169.

~hfr Bull.'] You have given evidence in this matter, Mrs. Brown ? Yes.
And you have sworn as a fact that Quelch made no improper overture to you ? Not to me what-

What you swore yesterday is absolutely true? So help my God.
Did vou tell Constable Christison or Constable Hill that at any time Quelch had made such an 

overture to you ? I never did. I never spoke to Constable Hill. I only know him as a neighbour, 
bidding him the time of day. ^ ,
9170. Did you ever make any such statement to either of the policemen ? Never. I am not likely. 
The gentleman—I do not know his name—he has spoken to me several times. _
9171! Is he the man that took you to Mr. Dacey ? Mr. Hill and him. I know Mr. Hill on account of 
knowing him as a neighbour. .
9172. And then the red-faced man is the other? Yes ; that I do know, and spoke to him. He was in
the yard the morning I was taken, and he has been trying to drive me and ask me all about the affair, 
but my shame would not allow me to tell anybody. _
9173. He began to ask you questions that morning ? No, sir; he was in the yard that morning, and he 
kept telling mo that.
9174. Has he spoken to you since with regard to the circumstances of that morning—that red-faced man 
(Christison) ? Oh, yes.
9175. In any one of these conversations, have you ever descended to the statement to him that Quelch
on that morning, either on the way from Kyan’s to the lock-up, or from the lock-up to your house, said 
this to you, or anything like it---- ? No, sir. _
9176. Mr. Abigail ] You see you deny before you wait for Mr. Bull to put the question to you. You are 
primed up for it.
9177. Mr. BuU7\ You will know in a minute whether she is primed up or not.
9178. Mr. Abigail^] She says “ No ” before you have put the question to her.
9179. Mr. Bull.] She has already said it. It has been sworn here that it was said to her—and this is my 
object in contradiction—it was said to her between the time she left the lock-up and the time she arrived at 
her residence, and in the other instance it was said that it took place between Ryan’s place and the lock-up.
9180. Mr. Abigail] I was endeavouring to object to this, and my voice, as usual, is drowned by the 
stentorian tones of my friend. Now I shall insist, with respect, upon receiving as much consideration as 
my friend here in making speeches. Your Worship remembers that when I try to speak my friend’s 
voice is raised like a tornado, and I am talked out of Court.
9181. Mis Worship] I think there has been quite sufficient on this particular matter.
9182. Mr. Bull.] I have a right to recall her, and ask whether the statements made by Christison and 
Hill are correct. I have asked her a general question, and then I choose to put the very words to her. 
To the witness: Either between the hotel and the lock-up, or between the lock-up and your house on 
that morning was anything of the sort said ? No, sir, only Mr. Quelch told me that he was ashamed of 
me, and he was surprised at my being in such a locality. That is all that passed between us.
9183. Mr. Abigail.] And you do not wonder at any man being ashamed of you, do you, because you said
here the other day that you were ashamed of yourself ? I think I was. _
9184. You do not wonder at this matter being the subject of police gossip ? It is nothing against me ; I
was not charged with anything. _
9185. You know it has been talked about? I do not know who by. I never heard it.
9186. Did you not say yourself, “ I have had many a talk with the red-faced man about the affair ” ? No.
9187. Mr. Bull.] This witness has not said she has had frequent conversations with the red-faced man
about it.
9188. Mr. Abigail] Just attend to me, please. Did you not, just now, say, “ I have had many a talk 
about the affair with Christison ” ? Not “ Many a time ” ; I said, “ Several times.”
9189. At any rate, you will admit that you have talked about the affair ? Not about the affair, only about 
Mr. Quelch ; not concerning me at all.
9190. Was it about the “ Salutation Hotel ” ? He tried to get out of me what he took me there for, and 
what I was charged with.
9191. And you told him ? Certainly not.
9192. Will you be surprised to hear that he has sworn here in the box that you did ? I have not, to 
anybody.
9193. Will you be surprised that Constable Hill has come in the box and sworn that you spoke to him
about it ? 1 have never had an interview and spoken to Hill about it, and I was in the house.
9194. Are you not making a mistake ? No, I am not.
9195. And did you not tell Mr. Dacey;—did you not make a complaint to Mr. Dacey about Quelch’s 
conduct? No.
9196. Did you not deliberately, yourself, complain to Mr. Dacey that he had taken you from the hotel 
to the station, and from the station to your house, and that he asked you and made this overture to you 
on the way ? No ; he (Mr. Dacey) never put any proper question to me.
9197. Did not you say to him that he (Quelch) had? I did not. Mr. Dacey wanted to know what he 
took me to the station for; he told me that he had never a right to take me to the station : and then he 
did not tell me the business that he came to my house for.
9198. Did you not give him the details ? He only just asked me.
9199. To every question put to you by Mr. Dacey you answered ? Well, nothing wrong.

9200.
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9200. You answered the questions, did not you ? Ho only came to me then for me to sisn my name to , ^rs-
some forms he had. Annie Brown.
9201. Did you not tell him ? He says, “ You sign these, and I won’t want you at all I said, “ I want i«Nhv^l897
to know what I am signing, sir.” _ ’’ '
9202. Have you ever been articled to a lawyer, because by the way you are trying to fence me, one would 
think that you had either been living with one for some time or articled to him? Never, sir.
9203. I am asking you this deliberately and directly ;—did you not tell Mr. Dacey that Quelch took you 
from the police station past his own house to your home ? Yes, sir.
9204. Did not you further tell him this, that on the way he said to you, “ Well; now you had better give 
me what you promised Eyan ”? I never did, for I never promised Mr. Eyan anything.
9205. Did not you tell Mr. Dacey that ? Never did. Mr. Eyan promised to bring me a bottle of schnapps 
to give me some schnapps.

Charge No. 13 —continued.
Constable F. Eobinson was recalled :—

9206. Mr. Bull.'] Your name is Frederick Eobinson? Yes. ’ Constable
9207. Do you know Crosby, the young fellow who was here yesterday giving evidence ? Yes. F. Robinson.
9208. Do you know a young man named Marr who was called into the Court here for identification /—
yesterday ? I did not know him by name until he came on this Commission. 18 Nov., 1897.
9209. Do you know the young man who was called here yesterday for identification? Yes.
9210. Is that Marr? Yes.
9211. Had you a conversation with Crosbv, or did Crosby on some occasion speak to vou in the street?
Yes ; he did. *
9212. Can you say about when that was ? Yes; I can tell exactly.
9213. When ? On the 3rd of May at half-past 9.
9214. When, at night ? At night, in Pitt-street, Waterloo.
9215. What transpired between you ? I was working the beat, and Crosby came across the street to me 
and stopped me and said, “ What about Saturday night, now ?”; I did not know what he meant; 1 said,
“ What are you talking about he said, “ Is not your name Eobinson ?”; I said, “ It is “ Well, you are •
the man,” he said ; “ Explain yourself,” I said. He then went on to say something about himself and a 
girl in the park, a mixed up kind of statement. I did not know what he was talking about, and I said,
“ You are making a mistake, it is not I’; “Oh,” he said, “ Yes; your name is Eobinson?” I said,
“Yes just then I thought it would be serious if I got identified with it even although I could prove it 
was not I—still it is not pleasant to be mistaken in an event of the kind—so I asked him, “ When was 
it ?” He told me the time. He said, “ It was some time after 11,” as near as I can recall his very words.
I then was able to prove a conclusive alibi to him. Just then coming in the light he looked at me and 
he said, “ Well, now I see you are not the man ; he was something like you, but he had a heavier mous
tache, and he had some kind of badge on his arm.”
9216. A badge distinguishing him from an ordinary policeman ? Yes. I said, “ It is probably Senior- 
constable Quelch, then, you want, not me.”
9217. Yes ? He then asked me when he might expect a summons, as he had consulted a solicitor, who ■
had assured him that he had a very good case.
9218. Mr. Abigail.] I ask that Crosby be allowed in Court. He is entitled to hear this.
9219. Mr. Bull.] I object. . f
9220. His Worship.] You can call him to rebut anything that you wish.
9221. Mr. Bull.] Yes ? I told him that if he did not get the summons within two or three days he need 
not expect one, but that, taking into consideration everything, I said, “ It is likely that you won’t be 
summoned at all, as you assured me that the girl is not a prostitute.” He then said that he would wait 
to see if he got the summons, but anyhow he would “set him a go,” those are the very words he used.
9222. Mr. Abigail.] Yes ; he was determined to defend it.
9223. Mr. Bull.] Go on ? I replied to that, “ All right, set him a go then ; it has got nothing to do
with me.” '
9224. At any time before this or subsequently, when he was apparently under the impression that you 
were the person, did he say something to you with regard to letting the matter drop ? No.
9225. Was any mention made by him to you with regard to-----
9226. Mr. Abigail.] I object to your leading.
9227. Mr. Bull.] I can put the question direct;—w'as any offer made to you by Crosby? No. Crosby 
made no offer.
9228. At any time in conversation with you did he make mention of any sum that it would be worth for 
the matter to be let drop ? No. He did not say anything to me about money at all.
9229. Tell me, when was it Marr came to you ? On the Saturday night, or rather it was Sunday 
morning, as it was a little after 12 o’clock.
9230. Was that before or after this conversation that you have been relating ? Before. It was on the 
Sunday morning, on the 2nd of May.
9231. Did Marr make a statement to you ? He did.
9232. Where was that ? At the corner of Pitt and Eaglan streets, Waterloo, about twenty minutes past 12.
9233. Did he mention any name?
9234. Mr. Abigail.] I object to that.
9235. Mr. Bull.] 1 am not asking him to narrate any one thing that he said.
9236. Mr. Abigail.] Is not mentioning the name narrating something said that is inadmissible for this 
reason, my friend admits from the peculiar form of his question that he could not get out of this witness 
the conversation that Marr said to him, but he admits that he wants to get out the most important part 
of the conversation; and that is, did Crosby say it to him?

• 9237. Mr. Bull asked the witness to retire. He then said : yesterday I asked Crosby whether he had made 
an offer of £2 to anybody and he denied that. I said, “Did you at any time send a young man named 
Marr to make any such offer to either Quelch, Eobinson, or any other policemen ”? He said, “ I did not.”
I then called Marr in and asked him would he swear that he did not as a fact authorise that person to go 
to either Eobinson or Quelch to offer £2 to hush the matter up. He said he had done no such thing 
and, in fact, did not know the man whom I called before the Court. Now, I asked him distinctly as to 
conversations with Eobinson, most of which he denied. Now, I purpose asking Eobinson did Marr, when 
he came to him, mention a name as a person who had sent him to him (Eobinson.) 9238.
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Constable 9238. Mr. Abigail^ I object to it.
F. Robinson. 9239. Mr. Bull.'] 1 press it.
istr 5sq7 9240. Mr. Abigail.] I challenge you to call Marr. You know perfectly well that Marr cannot assist you. 

ov'’ 9241. Mr. Bull^\ My friend may take it for granted that if he challenges me to call Marr I will not call 
him. _ _
9242. Mr. Abigail.] My friend knows very well that Marr cannot assist him and he is trying to sneak 
this in in this way. My friend has asked a direct question of Crosby and got a denial, and the question 
was, “ Did you send Marr to Eobinson,” and the only way to trap Crosby is to call Marr.
9243. Mr. Bull.] That is one way, and my friend wants to drive me to that when he challenges me to call 
Marr.
9244. His Worship.] Marr should be called.

[The witness was recalled.]
9245. Mr. Bull.] When Crosby was speaking to you about the incidents and circumstances of that night 
you used this expression, “confused,” speaking of a statement which he had made of some circumstances 
referring to or relating to the Saturday night;—what was the expression you used? Ido not know 
whether I used “ confused,” but it was a rambling kind of statement; I did not understand it, because I 
knew nothing about it.
9246. In other words, he was speaking apparently in conundrums to you ? Yes.
9247. AVhen he was speaking to you did he say that he was speaking on his own behalf or mention any
body else? Crosby said he was speaking about his own matter; but when he started speaking about the 
girl and himself in the park—I forgot to mention this before—it suddenly flashed across my mind 
9248. Mr. Abigail.] I object to what flashed across your mind. Let us have the facts. We can only 
have what was said.
9249. Witness : I said to Crosby, “ Oh, are you the young man who sent the young fellow to me on Satur
day night.”

■ 9250. Mr. Abigail^] You said that to him? Yes.
9251. His Worship.] What did he say to that? He said, “No, I did not send anybody to you.”
9252. Mr. Bull.] There w'ere only three people there, your Worship—Crosby, the girl, and Quelch. 
Quelch did not send him to Eobinson.
9253. Mr. Abigail.] Neither did my client.

1 9254. Mr. Bull.] However, that is what you said to Crosby, “ Are you the young fellow who sent a young
fellow to me on Saturday night ” ? Yes.
9255. To which he said, “ No ”? Yes. ■
9256. Were you in the vicinity of this park on that night of the 1st May, Saturday ? Yes.
9257. Between what hours ? I -was there early in the evening. I -was there at the very time this 
occurrence is alleged to have occurred.
9258. What time would that be ? Between 11 and 12.
9259. Do you remember any particular circumstances which happened to yourself, or that you took part 
in? Yes.
9260. What was that ? At five minutes after 11 I was at the “ George Hotel,” and there was a push about 
there, and three or four women, and I had to arrest one of the push for “language,” and I had a great 
deal of difficulty with him. He fought for a long while. However, at last I secured him, and he was

■ taken to the station, and it was on my way back on to my beat that I met this young fellow.
9261. After you had made this arrest, and before you came back, do you remember did you hear a whistle 
blown ? Yes. The prisoner slipped his handcuffs—he had small hands,—and the push were round him 
and inciting him to escape, and I blew my whistle.
9262. Now, how far would that be from the park ? About 300 yards from the nearest portion of the park.
9263. Did you see Quelch at all after you had locked this man up ? Yes.
9264. Where did you see him ? At the station.
9265. What time would that be ? Somewhere about 12 o’clock.
9266. Do you remember seeing Constable Connor ? Yes. .
9267. When was that that you saw him ? Twenty minutes past 12 a.m. on the 2nd of May.
9268. What we would call the Saturday night ? Yes.
9269. A.m., meaning immediately after midnight? Yes.
9270. Had you seen the young fellow just before then ? While the young fellow was speaking to mo I 
saw the constable come up on the other side.
9271. A young fellow, not Crosby ? Yes.
9272. The young man who has been called here as “ Marr ” ? Yes.
9273. I do not ask you what that young fellow said;—did he do anything when he saw you on the 
Saturday night? He stopped me, and spoke to me.
9274. After he had stopped you and had spoken to you ?
9275. Mr. Abigail^] I object to this, unless they can show before this, by calling Marr, some connection 
between Marr and Crosby. It is not admissible.
9276. Mr. Bull.] I am asking him -what he did, if he did anything.
9277. Mr. Abigail.] My friend cannot get circuitously what he cannot get directly. My friend sees how 
manifestly unfair it is to bring in some attempt at bribery, some attempt to square somebody, when there 
is no connection between this young man and Crosby.
9278. His Worship.] You had better let it rest at that.
9279. Mr. Bull.] AVas it on the Saturday night that you saw Crosby after you had locked one of the 
push up ? No, the following Monday.
9280. On the Monday night ? Yes.
9281. Where was it you saw him ? In Pitt-street, AYaterloo.
9282. Near any particular place ? No. •
9283. Mr. Abigail.] Was it near Parry’s mills? Yes, in the vicinity.
9284. Mr. Bull.] Do you know the “ George Hotel ” ? Yes.
9285. Is it anywhere near where you were ? I saw him near there afterwards.
9286. AVEat time did you see him there ? About an hour afterwards.
9287. Was he sober ? No ; he was under the influence of drink.
9288. This Crosby? Yes.
9289. Had you a conversation with him then? Yes ; I spoke a few words to him.
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9290. Tell us what passed between you then? I said to him, “"Well, how are you getting on?” or
something like that. He said, “ I am going to let the matter drop now. My other girl heard of it, and ' "° mson- 
she is performing on me.” _ _ _ _ . '
9291. Mr. Abigail.'] There is corroboration for you. Exactly what the other girl said yesterday that she ” ’
did it for. '
9292. Mr. Bull.] When was it you first knew his name was Crosby ?- On the night of the 3rd of May, 
in conversation with him, he told me that his name was Crosby.
9293. After the matter of Crosby sticking you up in the way you describe, did you mention the matter 
to any of the officers ?
9294. Mr. Abigail.] I object to that. That is not evidence.
9295. Mr. Bull.] 1 press it.
9296. His Worship.] I do not see any objection to it.
9297. Mr. Bull.] Did you mention it to any officer ? I mentioned it, but I do not know to whom.
9298. Was it one of your officers, or one of your fellow-policemen ? I think it was one of the fellow- 
police. I think I spoke to several of them about it.
9299. Mr. Abigail.] Are you disinterested in this inquiry ? Entirely.
9300. Are you really ? Entirely.
9301. Do you think it is a disinterested thing to give a statement to Quelch of what your evidence will
be if you are called ? I sent it to Mr. Bull. .
9302. Did Quelch ask you to do it ? He did not.
9303. Well, how did you know that Mr. Bull was going to appear for Quelch ? Everybody knew that.
9304. When did you send it ? It was some time—well, about a couple of weeks ago—I could not tell 
you exactly.
9305. Was it before the Commission started? I think it was.
9306. That is more than a couple of weeks ago, and you are speaking from your recollection of things
that transpired six months ago, and you have made a mistake in what occurred five weeks ago ? I do .
not know.
9307. Tou are the man that makes shorthand notes ;—did you make a shorthand note of this occurrence ?
Tes.
9308. Turn it up ? I have got a note here of meeting with Senior-constable Quelch.
9309. Bead it all out ? “ Eirst meeting, some time in October, at the corner of Cleveland and Baptist
Streets. I sent him word that I wanted to see him.”
9310. Tou sent him word that you wanted to see him ? Because he never came near me.
9311. Tou actually wanted to propitiate him, he being your senior-constable? No; I did not want to
propitiate him. '
9312. He is your senior-constable ? He is.
9313. And if you want promotion you must secure his good offices—his good opinion? Promotion had
nothing whatever to do with this. '
9314. Oh, certainly not; not in your case ;—just read opt your note ? That is all I have got. “ At the 
corner of Bedfern and Great Buckingham streets, by Exhibition.”
9315. Were you in uniform on each occasion? Tes.
9316. On your beat ? Tes.
9317. And you stood talking to him? Tes. •
9318. Tou know that is an infringement of the rules ? It is not an offence.
9319. Tou know that Inspector Lawless puts his foot down on anything like that—gossiping in the
street ? Not if you have a satisfactory reason for your gossiping.
9320. Is there any satisfactory reason for your interfering in this Quelch inquiry? I am not interfering. •
9321. But you were. Tou see you actually sent for him ? Tes.
9322. Go on reading? “The third meeting was in Wellington-street, about Wednesday, the 3rd 
instant that is, the 3rd of this month—“ or, rather, a day or two before, as it was on that date that I 
gave Quelch my evidence, written out, to give to Mr. Bull.”
93^5. Now will you admit that you are a liar ? No.
9324. Did you not distinctly swear to me the first thing before you looked up your little note-book, that 
you did not give Quelch a statement, and that you had given it to Mr. Bull; and did not I say, “ How 
did you know Mr. Bull was going to appear for Quelch ? ” and you said everybody know ? I have a note 
here that I sent it to Mr. Bull.
9325. Did you not say you gave it to Mr. Quelch ? Tes.
9326. Tou knew perfectly well what I asked you.
9327. His Worship.] Of course he gave it to Quelch.
9328. Mr. Abigail.] Why did not this mountain of truth admit it ? .
9329. His Worship.] The matter is not worth talking about or wasting time over. ’
9330. Mr. Abigail.] Have you got anything else in your note-book there ? It was on the 3rd of this 
month that I sent this to Mr. Bull.
9331. Per Quelch? Tes.
9332. Go on ; is there anything else ? “ On that occasion I met him in Pitt-street, at 7'5 n.m.” .
9333. Still on duty ? Tes. ^
9334. Anything else ? Tes, I have,./1 On no occasion did Quelch ask me what evidence I could give, and 
never even suggested that I should give any reply to any questions.”
933o. Don t you think that is exceedingly clever? Did you have so little confidence in your own friend, 
whose case you were so interested in, that you actually sent for him and told him how you could assist 
him, that you actually thought it necessary to make a note of what he did not do as well as what he did 
do ? He is no friend of mine.
9336. Why did you think it necessary to make a note of what he did not do ? Because some were sayin0,
that Quelch was “ readying me up.” . °
9337. So that actually some of your own police officers were accusing you in that respect ? No.
9338. They were saying that Quelch was “readying you up”—that was accusing both of you—that he 
was doing the “ readying,” and you were the tool in his hands ? Tes.
9339. And that is why you made that note ? Tes.
9340. Have you got anything else in this surprising cyclopsedia ? Tes, a lot of things here.
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Candid6 9341. Anything touching Quelch ? Tes, a lot. “• H'30 a.m—Saw Quelch, Spearman, Mr. Dacey, Mr. 
■ 0 mson- Lawless, and Mr. Commissioner Johnson in Cornwallis-street.”

18Nov5897 9342. You even made a note of that ? Yes.
’’ ' 9343. Did you make a note of Crosby’s speaking to you, and accusing you ? Yes.

9344. Where is it? [Witness •produced a sheet of paper^\ But in the note-book I mean? I had not 
the note-book with me.
9345. Is that in shorthand ? It is. “Third May, 9'30 p.m., was accused by Mr. Crosby.”
9346. Pardon me, let me see it first, please. Grive me again the date of the first entry in the shorthand 
note-book ? I have got another book.
9347. But this is the shorthand note-book ? I have another.
9348. I want to know about this one first ? There is one date there—April.
9349. Last April ? Yes, 29th of April.
9350. And the last entry ? I write at both ends.
9351. Prom this end what is the earliest date? Those are private notes.
9352. These notes will refresh your memory ? This is about a book I was going to get—“ The Day 
After Death.”
9353. What is the date of that ? I cannot recollect the date that I went to the library for that book.
9354. Grive me the date ? Here is another private memo., Monday, 19th of July.
9355. I do not want private memos. ? Monday, 19th of July.
9356. What year? 1897.
9357. On the first leaf it is April, 1897, and the last leaf it is July, 1897. I want to know how it was 
that you did not make a note of this occurrence in your note-book, and why you made it on a separate 
sheet of paper ? Because I had not this note-book at the time. This is the one I had. [Producing 
another note-hooki]
9358. Did you make any note in this book ? Yes ; it is filled up with notes.
9359. About this ? Ho. About other occurrences.
9360. Why did not you make this note in one of the books which you had on you ? Because I had not 
that book with me at the time, and the other book was filled up.
9361. Did you see Quelch yesterday ? Yes.
9362. Did you have any conversation with him ? Spoke about a dozen words to him.
9363. About this charge ? No.
9364. Did not you refer to it at all ? He could not stop.
9365. Did not you refer to it ? No.
9366. He did ? He did not. Indirectly he did. _
9367. That is what I asked you. See how you fence me ? He said, “ I cannot stop. I am tracing their 
steps.”
9368. That is all he said ? Yes ; that is all he said.
9369. Did you see him this morning about this case ? I saw him in the Court shortly before 2 o’clock.
9370. Did you discuss it ? No, I cannot say that I did.
9371. You tell me seriously you were not discussing this case ? In a general manner.
9372. Make it suspicious by not answering ? I do not want to make it suspicious.
9373. You yourself were mixed up with trouble with a woman ? No.
9374. Was not a charge made against you at the station? No, never.
9375. Of an act of indecency? Never.
9376. Was not the woman afterwards sent for and interviewed by a police officer, and did not she refuse 
to identify you ? I do not know anything about that.
9377. And did not she afterwards say, “Yes, it is Bobinson”? I never heard anything about it until the 
present moment, and there is no truth in it.
9378. Is it not common talk in the Bedfern Police Station ? It is not. I never heard about it until the 
present moment.
9379. And never did? Never did.
9380. You will admit that you wdiistled on this night ? Yes, I did.
9381. Can you tell me about what time you blew your whistle ? Yes.
9382. About what time ? About twenty past 11.
9383. How far were you away when you were arresting some members of the push that you referred to 
from that gate leading into Pitt-street ? Three hundred and fifty yards.
9384. Was there much noise made when you were arresting this man ? Yes ; the push made a fair row.
9385. Could it be heard at that distance, do you think ? I could not say.
9386. Do you know Miss Kerrigan ? No.
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Constable Gr. H. Edwards was recalled :—
Constable 9387. Sis Worship {to Mr. Bull).'] Won’t you call Marr ?

G. H. 9388. Mr. Bull.] After my friend’s challenge I am not going to call him.
Edwards. 9339. Mr. Abigail.] I say positively that there has been a conspiracy to make this poor lad Marr swear 

things that he will not as a truthful lad swear. I am prepared to show that the lad never did speak to 
18 Nov., 1897. jasj; witness, Bobinson, as is sworn.

9390. Mr. Bull.] Do you know Crosby ? Yes; I know him to pass the time of day to. He is not intimate 
with me.
9391. How long have you known him by the name of Crosby ? Something under twelve months. I met 
him at a friend’s house one night when I was out spending the evening.
9392. Have you had any conversation with Crosby with regard to some occurrence or circumstance on a 
Saturday night in the Waterloo Park ? Yes.
9393. Can you tell us about when that conversation took place between you ? It was either the following 
Sunday or the Sunday week, but I believe it was the following Sunday.
9394. Do you mean the day after it occurred ? The day after it occurred.
9395. Or that day week ? Yes ; I would not be sure which, as to the date.
9396. Where was the conversation ? In my bedroom.
9397. At your house then ? Yes. 9398.
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9398. How was the conversation, brought about? Well, he came to see me, and my wife opened the door 
to him and told him that I was asleep and did not wish to wake me. I was on night duty.
9399. Mr. Abigail^] Did you hear this or did your wife tell you ? She told me.
9400. Mr. BullP\ He had said something to your wife in consequence of which vour wife aroused you ?
Yes. • '
9401. And having been aroused, you did see him ? Yes.
9402. Was he brought by your wife up to the bedroom ? Yes.
9403. Gro on? I said, “Hullo, what’s the matter?” or something. “Oh,” he said, “I am in a bit of
trouble. He said, “Who was on the Mount Carmel beat last night?” I said, “ Robinson.” I said, 
“ Why, what s the matter ?” “ Oh,” he said, “I was in the park with the girl and he followed the girl
home, and I am afraid he is either going to summons the girl or myself, or both of us.” I said, “ Why ? 
Why should he summons you?” “ Well,” he said, “I don’t know whether he saw it,” he said, “ but he 
makes out that I had something to do with that girl in the park.”
9404. This is what Crosby told you ? Yes; this is the conversation. He said, “ Do you think I can
square him with a couple of pounds ?” I said, “ I don’t know ; I do not think he is that sort of man,
but it is nothing to me ; you may try if you like.” And he said he would see Robinson, and I told him 
where he could be found.
9405. He left me then, and some few days afterwards I met him again, and he informed me that on 
making inquiries he found it was Quelch instead of Robinson; so he then tried to make out something to 
the effect that Quelch was trying to “square his nob” with the girl, and that he would show him up ;

up :

Constable 
G. H. 

Edwards.

18 Nov., 1897.

“ Well,” I said, “there are

trying to “ square his nob ” with the girl was he talking of

and he said, “ What would you advise me to do in order to show him 
several ways.” I did not believe it when he told me.
9406. Mr. Abigail.'] Did you tell him so ?
9407. Air. Butl.\ Did you tell him that you did believe.it? Ho. He said, “ What would you advise me 
to do to expose him?’ I said, laughing, in a jocular way, “ There are several modes of exposing it; for 
instance, there is Truth.” I said, “ You can go to Truth and expose it.”
9408. Mr. Abigail^] You see it was not Brewin ? He considered a bit and said, “ I don’t think I will 
bother about it; the girl is such a respectable girl, and it will give her such a showing up.”
9409. Mr. Bull] Do you remember seeing him shortly after that ? The third time. .
9410. Do you remember a conversation with him, when plainly by his conversation he was confusing one 
police officer with another—Robinson with Quelch ? He must have done that on the first occasion.
9411. But he really was not talking about Quelch that night? No.
9412. When was it he spoke of getting even with Quelch? On the second occasion, when he found it 
was Quelch.
9413. The night that he said a man was 
Quelch ? Yes, on the second occasion.
9414. Mr. Abigail.] You are not a disinterested witness in this case, are you ? No. .
9415. You are interested with Quelch ? No ; I am interested to tell the truth whichever party it is for 
or against.
9416. But you are interested ? Only so far as I know of the statements made to me by Crosby.
9417. You gave Quelch a statement, did you not ? No, I did not.
9418. Whom did you give it to ? Mr. Bull.
9419. When ? This morning.
9420. Only this morning ? Yes.
9421. That was after giving evidence yesterday ? No ; I ivas not called yesterday.
9422. But you gave a statement to Mr. Bull—why did you not give him the statement yesterday ? 
Because I did not think it was necessary; I did not expect to be called yesterday.
9423. Have not you been subpoenaed on the case ? Yes. “
9424. Were not you in attendance yesterday ? Yes.
9425. You knew you were going to be called? Not yesterday, because I knew there were so many
witnesses to be called. ' J
9426. When did you write the statement out ? I ivrote it out this morning.
9427. Did you have a conversation with Quelch ? No.
9428. Yesterday or last night ? No. I had a conversation with nobody about it; I thought it out 
myself.
9429. Do you mean to say you invented it or recollected it ? I recollected it as though it were yesterday.
9430. When did this conversation take place ? I believe it was the 2nd of May.
9431. Do you remember the day of the week? It was on a Sunday morning. ■
9432. Have you seen Crosby since beyond his attendance here? No.
9433. You have never seen him since this conversation you had on the 2nd of May and the subsequent 
conversation ? I have seen him casually once or twice.
9434. Have you spoken to him once ? Not on this.
9435. You did not let him know whether you believed him or not, did you, when he was asking you the
various ways by which a man could be exposed in this sort of thing ? I did not say one way or the other, 
because he was, to a certain extent, a friend of mine. ’
9436. And he would be more or less inclined to be influenced from that fact ? I could not say.
9437. He came to his friend for advice, and bethought his friend would advise him for his own good. 
You advised him to go to Truth ; and would you be surprised to hear that that is what he did ? Yes. "
9438. Did you read it in Truth ? I saw some account about it.
9439. Did you speak to Quelch about it? No.
9440. Did not you say to Quelch, “ Oh, Crosby has come to me and I jocularly told him to go to Truth ? ”
No. ’
9441. How is it Quelch comes to call you in this matter if he did not know ? Because I was speaking to
Robinson something about it at the time, and possibly he heard it from Robinson. I do not know where 
he heard it from myself. “
9442. Were you on duty that night—the 1st of May? Yes.
9443. Were you near the park ? I do not think I was in the vicinity of the park at all.
9444. Do you know that Robinson keeps shorthand notes ? I heard he did.
9445. A couple of days ago ? Longer than that.
9146. Both you and Robinson are subordinate constables ? Yes. .

* 2—2 H
9447.
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And Quelch is your senior-constable ? Tes.
Ton are under him ? Yes.
And naturally you do the best you can for him ? No, not necessarily.
You want to do what you can for him P No, not necessarily.
You think it wise, do not you ? No, not necessarily. _ .
Is it not a fact that you have gone out of your way to assist Quelch in the hope of your getting 

promotion? No.
9453. Because you want to be on good terms with him ? No ; that never entered my head.
9454. I want the rough occurrence book for the 7th of May.
9455. If a larrikin had been arrested on the night of the 1st of May, would a report of that be entered 
up in the rough occurrence book ? No ; I think not.
9456. Where would it be entered ? In the charge book.
9457. I want to put in the charge book, page 67, dated Saturday, 1st May, showing that one James Day 
was charged at 11‘55 p.m. at the station by Bobinson with being drunk and disorderly, &c. I put that in 
to prove the time. \_Ex~hibit No. 38].

Constable 
G. H. 

Edwards.

9447.
9448.
9449.

18 Nov. ,1897. 9451.
9452.

Mr. Louis Crosby, driver, was recalled :—
L. Crosby. 9458. Lou know Constable Edwards? Yes.

i 9459. He was a friend of yours, w'as he not ? Not altogether a friend.
18Nov.,1897. 9460. You met him out some evening ? Yes.

9461. And after this Saturday night episode you-went round to his place ? Yes.
9462. Por advice? Yes. . „

■ 9463. Did you say this to him—I may tell you that he swears you did: ‘‘I do not know whether he,
meaning Quelch—“ saw it or not, but he makes, out I had something to do with the girl in the park.” 
Did you say that ? No ; I did not.
9464. What did you go round to him for ? To ask who was the policeman on that beat.
9465. As a matter of fact, did he advise you to send in a report to the Truth ? He never spoke to me 
about it.
9466. Do you know Bobinson ? Yes ; through accosting him on the street.
9467. You say you do know Constable Bobinson, and you spoke to him thinking him to be the man who 
had stopped you on the Saturday night? Yes ; I did not know him then, but I have spoken to him since.
9488. Did you say to him, “ When may I expect a summons, as I have consulted a solicitor ” ? No.
9469. Had you consulted a solicitor ? No.
9470. Is that statement deliberately untrue ? It is, altogether. .
9471. Did he say to you, “ You will probably not get a summons, so why expect it ”? . No.
9472. Did you say, “ Oh, well, if it does come, I will set him a go ” ? No. .
9473. Do you know what that means, even ? W^ell, I can come to a conclusion what it means.
9474. What do you think it is ? Perhaps I would have as good a chance as he.
9475. Is it a phrase that you use ? No. ^
9476. Have you ever used the phrase ? Not to my knowledge.
9477. As a matter of fact, did you use that, or anything like it, to Bobinson ? No.
9478. But you swear that if Bobinson says so it is a deliberate untruth ? A deliberate lie—yes.
9479. Now, did you see Bobinson about an hour after that at the “ George Hotel, and have a further 
conversation with him ? When ?
9480. On the Monday night about 10 o’clock ? I believe I did see Bobinson on the Monday night.
9481. Were you under the influence of liquor ? No.
9482. Were you ever under the influence of liquor ? No.
9483. You are not a teetotaller ? No ; I am not a teetotallar, but I was never drunk.
9484. Do you swear that on the night of the 3rd of May ydu were not under the influence of liquor ? I do.
9485. Is there any ground for this insinuation on the part of Bobinson ? No. _
9486. I forgot to ask you yesterday how far was Quelch away from you when you saw him first ? About
25 or 30 yards. .
9487. Was he walking towards you or running ? Bunning. .
9488. Was it the noise of the running that attracted your attention ? The noise attracted my attention—

9489. Did you actually get to the gate, just inside the gate, the inside part of the gate, when he caught 
up to you ? We might have been a pace or two off it.
9490. Is it a fact that you were lying down ?
9491. Mr. Bulli] We have gone through this.
9492. Sis Worship.] We cannot have all this again. _ _ _
9493. Mr. Abigail.] Quelch swears that he was down on the third terrace in the dark. I insist upon 
asking him. It is only fair to this man and fair to my case that I should ask this man.
9494. Sis Worship^] Go.on. . .
9495. Mr. Abigail] Is it a fact that you were lying down by the side of a plantation m the dark on top 
of this unfortunate little girl ? No.
9496. Is it a fact that you were so in that position, and near a plantation, when Quelch came up to you ? No.
9497. And that you were actually in the act of getting away from the girl when he came up to you ? No.
9498. Is there a"word of truth in that ? No, not a word.
9499. As a matter of fact, if you had been there, from where you first saw Quelch, could he have seen 
you in the dark ? It is impossible.
9500. Mr. Sail.] Has Mr. Dacey spoken to you during the last hour ? I asked him—
9501. Kindly answer my question? Yes. _
9502. What did he say to you? I asked him if I would be wanted any more.
9503. Is not this the fact, that Mr. Dacey left the hall here and went out and spoke to you on the outside 
there, and went out in the yard and spoke to you ? No ; I detained him when he was walking past me.
9504. What did you say to him ? I asked him if I would be wanted any more this afternoon, and he
said “ I will see.”
9505. Mr. Abigail.] Mr. Dacey came and asked me, and I said “ Yes.”
9506. Mr. Null.] I suppose it was the noise which Quelch made upon the foot-paths which attracted your
attention? Oh, no, you can make a noise on the grass as well as on the foot-paths. 9507.
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9507.
9508.
9509.
9510.
9511.
9512.
9513.
a little over a chain.
9514. That is only 20 yards ? Twenty-two yards.
9515. yv ould you he surprised to know that it has been measured—the actual distance to the seat—and 
it is 50 yards ? I would.
9516. Would you be surprised to know that Quelch made an examination of that very park, and there is 
no seat on that second flat ? There is a seat on the second flat..
9517. There was then ? Yes, and there'is now.
9518. And it has been moved ? Oh, no.
9519. Do you suggest that there was one then and it has been taken away since if it is 
I do not say it is not there now.
9520. Quelch says there is no such thing as a seat upon the second flat of the terrace ?
9521. How often have you been in that park lately;—when were you there last? I
there since. *
9522. Do you remember what you swore yesterday ? Yes, I do.
9523. Look at this and tell me whose writing this’is ? I do not know.
9524. What? I do not know.
9525. Now you do know ? I do not know.
9526. You may as well tell the truth about it ? I do not know.
9527. Did not you yesterday say a complaint had been made in the name of Willoughby, but that was a 
fictitious name ? Yes.
9528. Did you notice this, as in the name of Willoughby ? No, I did not. .
9529. You never took the trouble to look ? No. "
9530. Can you tell us the name adopted in this complaint you sent in ? Crosby.
9531. The name of the girl Willoughby ;—what Christian name ? It is an assumed name.
9532. What Christian name, in fiction, did you assume or add to this name “ Willoughby” ? I did not 
add any name. I did not write it myself.
9533. Who told you that the fictitious name of Willoughby had been used ? I do not know who it was
told me. 1
9534. You do know? I do not know.
9535. Did not you use this expression, “ I do not know. I did not write it myself ” ? Yes.
9536. Do you not know that that is an anonymous letter ? I do.
9537. When did you first know that? About a week after the occurrence happened.
9538. And the date is the 17th of May on this letter, so you are a little out in your dates;— when first
did you see this letter ? I never saw it in my life. '
9539. When first? Just this minute.
9540. Did not you know it was going to be written ? I did.
9541. Mr. Abigail.'] He swore that yesterday.
9542. Mr. Bull.] Who did you hear was going to write it ? My own sister. •
9543. Is not that your sister’s handwriting disguised ? No, it is not.
9544. Whose is it ? I do not know.
9545. Now, tell the truth about it ? I do not know.
9546. I will get it from you in a minute ? You may.
9547. Did your sister work at this place—Kahla’s ? No, not this one.
9548. One did ? Yes. -
9549. What was her name ? Eosina.
9550. Where is Eosina now ? At Tumberumba. •
9551. Is she in business there ? Yes.
9552. ' What business ? Drapery.
9553. Did Mr. Kahla then move from Eegent-street to Tumberumba ? Yes.
9554. Is she married or single r Single. '
9555. Is she known there as Miss Crosby ? Yes.
9556. Do you know anybody of the name of Blatcher ? No, I do not.
9557. You do not know anybody who has assumed that name ? I know the name of Blacker.
9558. Who is that ? A sister of mine.
9559. Married ? Yes.
9560. Her married name is Blacker ? Yes.
9561. Well, you say that neither your married sister, Mrs. Blacker, nor Eosina wrote this ? I will.
9562. How did you come to know, a week after this letter was written, that it had been written ? It was 
to be written.
9563. Who told you that ? I told myself.
9564. Don’t you see, you cannot tell yourself anything. You cannot have a conversation with yourself.
I am asking you simply, when did you first know this letter was to be written;—when did you make up 
your mind that it should be written ? About a week after the occurrence.
9565. Whom did you ask to write it ? My own sister.
9566. Which was that ? Tillie.
9567. Tillie told you, or you asked Tillie to write it ? Yes.
9568. Then Tillie did not write it ? No.
9569. She got somebody else ? I do not know who she got to write it. •
9570. I have not asked you that yet. Did Tillie tell you she was going to get somebody to write the 
letter; did she tell you whom she was going to get ? She told, me she was going to write it herself.
9571. Which is true ? She told me she was going to write it herself.
9572. Did she write it herself ? No.
9573. Whom did she get ? I do not know. ' 9574.
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not there now ?

I say there is. 
have never been

What grass do you say he made a noise on? The grass in the park.
Not on the foot-paths at all ? No, not on the foot-paths at all.
Did you say yesterday that he made a noise running on the asphalt ? No, I did not.
Have you been out to the park this morning ? No, T have not.
You have not been out to see whether there is any asphalt in the place? No, I have not.
Do you still persist in swearing that you were sitting upon a seat upon the second flat ? I do. 
Now, how farydid you say that seat was from the gate out of which you came ? It may.have been

L. Crosby. 
18Nov^l897.
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L. Crosby. 
ISNov^SOT.

9574. Do you stand in that box there on your oath and tell this Commission that you do not know whom 
your sister got to write this letter ? I do.
9575. And your sister has not told you ? No. ■
9576. Not until to-day ? Never ; and she is not likely to tell me now.
9577. Why ? Because she is dead.
9578. Did she never tell you ? No.
9579. And she really died without disclosing the authorship of this letter ? She did.
9580. Did you ever write a letter to the Superintendent ? No.
9581. Was not the anonymous letter signed “ Mary Willoughby ” the letter upon which you acted ? Yes.
9582. And do you mean to tell this gentleman that you acted upon a letter that you had never seen, and
did not know the contents of ? 1 knew the contents of it, that it was the same as the evidence I have
given. ..
9583. Did you first draft it yourself ? I did. .
9584. Then the words and the language in this letter are yours copied by somebody else ? I will hear it 
first, and tell you afterwards.
9585. You know there is only one anonymous letter P Yes.
9586. You are very careful to know what is in it before you answer it ? No.
9587. You heard Mr. Abigail read it yesterday;—was that letter 'which he read to you yesterday the one 
which you drafted ? I do not remember him reading one yesterday.
9588. Is that, so far, your recollection ; that you do not know what took place yesterday ? I do not 
remember the letter being read. I remember it being produced, but I do not remember its being read.
9589. Where was the letter written from;—where were you living ? I was living in lied fern.
9590. Where was llosina living ? In Pitt-street. .
9591. Where was Miss Willoughby supposed to be living ? Anywhere you like.
9592. And you fixed her in Balmain ? Yes.
9593. Will you give me the date of your sister’s death ? The 18th or 20th of May, the 20th, I think.
9594. Then, as a fact, she died a day or two after this letter was written ? She did.
9595. Have you the draft of this letter ? No.
9596. Whom did you give it to ? To my sister.
9597. Well, now, will you say now that you never saw this letter before it was signed ? I will.
9598. And will you also say that notwithstanding you drafted a letter to be sent, and you gave it to your 
sister Tillie, and she gave it to somebody else, that she never did tell you before she died whom she gave 
that letter to, and you do not know who wrote it ? I will.
9599. I suppose you know there is a certain consequence writing some letters ? I do.
9600. Well, you have given us an elaborate account, have you not, of what you say took place on that 
night when you and Miss Kerrigan were present ? I did.
9601. And you have described as vividly as you can all you saw and heard said by Quelch up till the time
that you parted company ? Yes. '
9602. And you heard no offensive remark made use of by Quelch to the girl from beginning to end ? No.
9603. Nor did you hear any insulting remark he made use of? No.
9604. Nor did you hear anything criminal suggested by Quelch to the girl ? There was no conversation 
between Quelch and the girl while I was with them.
9605. “Dear Sir, the following case will, I think, be most fairly and best dealt with by you.” This was 
addressed to the Superintendent. You know that, don’t you ? Yes.
9606. “ Some want me to send it to Truth ” ? Yes.
9607. “ But I have too much respect for the Police Department to do that. On Saturday night, the 1st 
of May, at a quarter past 11, a young man and most respectable girl had been in the Waterloo Park 
a hundred yards from the young lady’s residence, when a constable came up and made insulting remarks, 
took their names, and threatened to summons them for indecent behaviour. He tried to persuade the 
young lady to go for a walk with him, and he would not summons her. Inquire fully into this matter, 
and you will find most dastardly conduct by the constable, almost criminal. You, doubtless, know what 
constable would be on duty at that time. The name of the young man spoken of is L. Crosby, c/o. Kahla, 
draper, Eegent-street, Kedfern. He, probably, will give you particulars, though she does not want to be 
mixed in anything of the sort for reasons easily understood. Yours, respectfully, Mary Willoughby.” 
[Exhibit No. 36, Part a.] Is that the letter you drafted ? A portion of it is.
6608. They did not adhere to your draft then P No, that is not what I have given them.
9609. I would like you to produce that draft if you can ? I cannot.
9610. That is a little different statement to the one you have made on oath ? Yes.
9611. It is a bit “ strong —you know what that means ? Yes.
9612. Mr. Abigail.'] It is fuller; more detail. ■
9613. Mr. Bull.] You have already answered me by saying that in your presence the policeman never 
made use of insulting language to the girl. “ A constable came up and made insulting remarks.”
9614. Mr. Abigail.] “ Have you finished ?” That is insulting.
9615. Mr. Bull.] What did you do with that draft ? I wrote a letter, and gave it to my sister to copy.
9616. Your sister heard none of these circumstances except what she may have heard in conversation with 
you ? That is all.
9617. The person whom your sister deputed to write this letter could have only known what your sister 
said ? That may be.
9618. Do you tell His Worship that that is the letter that you sent or caused to be sent to the Superin
tendent of Police with regard to Quelch ;—was there any other letter, fictitious or otherwise ? There was 
only the one letter.
9619. Now, speaking of Edwards, how many times have you met Edwards, the police officer, of an 
evening, for instance ? Well, that I could not say. I have often seen him when he was on duty.
9620. I am asking you how often you may have met him of an evening ? I never spent an evening with
him in my life. *
9621. Were you in the habit of speaking to him when on night duty ? I am always at work myself until
9 at night. “
9622. You see, you go in for a little diversion after 9, if it is only for a walk in the park. But Edwards 
tells us you went to his place on the Sunday morning;—is that true ? Yes.

9623.
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9623. Do you remember speaking to Mrs. Edwards, and her telling you that he was in bed ? Tes.
9624. Do you remember that she called him up, and then showed you upstairs into his bedroom ? Yes.
9625. You had a conversation there certainly with regard to what took place the night before? Yes.
9626. At the time did you know what the name of the constable was ? • No;
9627. So that his statement that you were then speaking of the man as if he were Robinson is also true? 
He told me that the constable would be Robinson.
9628. You asked who was on a certain beat, and the information he gave you was, that the man Robinson
would be on at a certain time ? Yes. >
9629. Do you remember my asking you some questions, I think yesterday, about a lad that I called in 
here ? Yes.
9630. I may tell you that Edwards has sworn here that you spoke about money—spoke of the sum of £2 
to him.

L. Crosby.

18 Nov., 1897.

Mr. AbigailEdwards never did.
9631. Mr. Bull.'] If Edwards did say that you did speak about a sum of £2, is that true ? No.
9632. Did you tell Edwards that she was a respectable girl, and that she did not want to be mixed up in 
it ? Yes.
9633. Do you not notice that in your draft letter you have used exactly the same expression. I will fix you 
with the draft letter directly ;—do not you see that you have used exactly the same expression in that 
draft letter ? I say she is a respectable girl, and she is a respectable girl.
9634. Did you say that to Edwards, and that you did not want her to be mixed up in this trouble ? No.
9635. And yet you admit that in this draft that you gave your sister to send in this anonymous way, you 
used this expression, “ Though she does not want to be mixed up in anything of the sort for reasons 
easily understood,” that was her respectability of course ? Yes.
9636. How long were you with Edwards up in the bedroom? We might have been ten minutes or a 
quarter of an hour.
9637. I suppose you really went to Edwards to find out who the policeman was ? I did.
9638. Did you speak to Robinson at any time with regard to whether a summons was likely to be issued
against you, or both of you ? I did not. I had another conversation with Edwards at another time in 
Regent-street, opposite the shop. He asked me, in Regent-street, in front of the shop, was there any 
chance for a “ meet ” with the girl. ,
9639. Mr. Abigail.] That is to meet her? Yes. I told him then that she was a respectable girl, and 
that is the only other conversation I had with Edwards.
9640. Mr. Bull.] You were actually at Edwards’ house;—you know he is a married man, with some 
family ? Yes.
9641. Have you ever mentioned this to anybody in your life before ? No.
9642. Have you ever breathed it to a soul before this minute ? No.
9643. Mr. Abigail.] It would not be a thing you would ? No.
9644. Mr. Bull.] Would it not be a thing he would do when ho was making accusations against the police 

- all round ?
9645. Mr. Abigail.] To sum it all up, you still make the same accusation you made before on oath ? Ido.
9646. Mr. Bull.] I ask permission to recall Edwards, for his own sake ?
9647. Bis Worship.] I do not think it is necessary to recall Edwards. It is only prolonging the matter.
9648. Mr. Bull.] I do ask you to allow me to call this witness in his own behalf.
9649. His Worship.] Very well.

Constable G-. H. Edwards was recalled:—
9650. Mr. Bull.] You did have a conversation with Crosbie that you have related on the Sunday in your Constable
house? Yes. ' G. H.
9651. The witness says that one night after that, in Regent-street, outside Kahla’s shop, he spoke to Edwards, 
you, and you said to him outside the shop, “ Is there a chance of a meet with that girl” ? Ves, I did. I
will tell you why ; I was fishing to try and find out what sort of a character the girl was. v” ‘
9652. You say you had an object—you wanted to find out the girl’s character? Ves.
9653. Had you anything in your mind with regard to a collusion or collision with this girl? No; I 
might appear to have.
9654. You are a married man ? Yes.
9655. How long have you been married ? Three and a half years.
9656. Have you any family ? No.
9657. Mr. Abigail.] Did you think it a part of your duty to make an insinuation like that against that
poor, unfortunate girl’s character ? No. .
9658. You said you did just now ? I just wanted to know what sort of a girl she was.
9659. You know nothing about her ? No ; I do not.
9660. Did not you tell him this, l: not to let on to her—” ? No ; I did not.
9661. "What, now what? I did not tell him not to let anything on to her.
9662. You anticipate, too ;—did you say this—now kindly wait until I complete the question—“ Don’t let 
on to her that I am a married man” ? No ; I did not.
9663. Never said anything to that effect, or “that I have got a wife” ? No.
9664. And you were only fishing to see what sort of a girl she was ? Yes ; I knew nothing against the
girl- ... . .
9665. How did it interest you ? Eor self-satisfaction, that’s all.
9666. Are you in .the habit of finding out the character of other people in Redfern ? I like to find out as 
far as I can. I believe that is part of my duty.
9667. Was not your object this, to fish for Quelch, knowing full well if you caught anything for him it 
would be remembered by your senior-constable ? No ; I never spoke to Quelch about it at the time.
9668. Was it not your object to get on good terms, not only with Quelch, but with the Inspector, who is 
on such good terms with Quelch ? No ; that never entered my head at all.
9669. Do you not know that the nearest way to promotion is to propitiate the senior-constables who are 
friendly with the Inspector ? No ; I was not aware of that.
9670. And was not your object to propitiate Quelch because you knew that you would please Mr. Lawless 
as well as Quelch, and earn your promotion ? No ; the thought never entered my head.
9671. Have you a wife of your own ? Yes. 9672.
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Consteblo 9(372. What would you think about a constable making inquiries about your own wife ? They have. 
Edwards 9673. Has it pleased you ? No; it has not.

9674. Do you think it is a proper thing to do ? No.
18Nov., 1897. 9675. Then why did you do it with a young lady 18 years of age against whom there was not a breath of 

suspicion P To find out her character. It is a part of my duty as a constable, as far as I can, to find out 
the characters of the residents of the district.
9676. Have you made inquiries about other young ladies 18 years of age? I have made inquiries about 
various people.
9677. Give me an instance of one young lady whose character you have investigated? Larrikinesses, 
that’s all.
9678. A respectable lady ? I might have done so without knowing it. •
9679. Will you swear that you have made such an inquiry in any case before ? I do not remember. I 
might have done it and I might not.
9680. You are not likely to do it again, are you ? Do what ? .
9681. To make a similar inquiry? I might inquire about anybody; I think I would.
9682. Mr. Bull.'] You know these rules which were issued by the Police Department, in October, 1895 : 
“ The police should never lose an opportunity of enlarging their acquaintance with persons of all 
classes—they should ascertain who people are that they see, their occupations, &c. This, however, should 
be done judiciously, so as to give no cause for offence.” So far is this rule carried out that is it not a 
fact that an officer of the police cannot marry until inquiry is made into the very character of the woman 
he is to marry ? Yes.
9683. And has she to be reported upon by an officer of police before you can get your superior officer’s 
consent to marry? Yes.
9684. And this very inquiry wras made in your own wife’s case ? Yes.
9685. Mr. Abigail.'] Mr. Bull did not read this all. “ Although the prevention of crime primarily 
demands the attention of the police, yet it devolves upon all members of the police to make inquiries and 
take action, when an offence has been committed, to bring the offender to justice. This duty calls for 
prompt and energetic action, and frequently demands astuteness, patience, and persistent effort.” You 
had nothing whatever to do with any offender, had you, when you were making inquiries ? No; but I 
heard of an offence.
96S6. You did not. There was no charge laid against either of these young people ? No.
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Charge No. 14.
“ Appropriation of Government money in connection with one O’Donnell.” 

Mr. Abigail^] I want the form of application for summons, dated 5th November, 1892. 
Senior-constable W. IS. Quelch.] There is not one.
Mr. Abigail.] I want the information book for the 5th November, 1892.

Senior- 
sergeant 

Robert Bell.

18 Nov., 1897.

Senior-sergeant Robert Bell was recalled:—
9687. Mr. Abigail.] Do you look upon the information book, page 89 \TSxliibit 39], and do you see an 
entry on the 5th November, 1892, by Senior-constable Quelch to this effect:—“ George O’Donnell, 100, 
Pitt-street, Redfern ; keeping a dog which did attack Constable W. E. Quelch in Turner-street, Redfern, 
5-45 p.m., 5/11/92”? Yes.
9688. Mr. Bull.] Whose handwriting is that entry ? Constable Kidd’s.
9689. Mr. Abigail.] It is signed “'Quelch ” ? Yes.
9690. It would not be there unless Quelch told Kidd ? No ; it would not.
9691. Sis Worship.] Was it signed by Quelch bimself ? Yes.
9692. Mr. Bull.] There is no dispute about the signature.
9693. Mr. Abigail.] Why was that put in the information book, Mr. Bell—can you tell me ? I should
think it was put there for the purpose of issuing a summons. ■
9694. Just tell his Worship what would be the process ;—would the constable complaining then get one 
of these application for summons forms ? There would be a slip like that made out. [Exhibit 40.]
9695. And would it have the details put in ? Exactly what is there. ”
9696. And then would it be signed here by the officer applying for the summons, or the Inspector ? It
would be signed by the officer-in-charge. '
9697. Based upon the complaint in the information book by the constable ? Yes.
9698. And then would it go to the Superintendent’s office ? Yes, and it would be signatured by the 
Superintendent.
9699. And then sent back ? Yes, and the summons would be made out.
9700. Mr. Bull.] That is the ordinary course ? Yes.
9701. Mr. Abigail.] Unless this alleged offence was that O’Donnell was charged with keeping a dog 
which did attack the constable while on duty, it wmuld not be put in there, would it? I should think not.
9702. And he would not be likely to be on duty unless he had the uniform trousers on? Of course, I do
not know. "
9703. Did you ever know a senior-constable to be on duty with private clothes on, with part uniform and 
part plain clothes ? No ; unless, of course, he wras a plain-clothes constable.
9704. Do you know anything about this case of O’Donnell’s yourself? No further than this, that I 
think it was in 1893, I am not sure of the month, and I am not quite sure even whether it was 1893 or 
not, I w’as ordered by Mr. Lawless to interview’ Mr. O’Donnell. 1 interviewed him about the dog tearing 
Senior-constable Quelch’s trousers, and Mr. O’Donnell’s remarks to'me were that he had compensated 
Quelch for the trousers, and that as it was so long since the affair occurred he did .not wish to have 
anything more to do in the matter.
9705. Anything else ? I then informed Mr. Lawless what Mr. O’Donnell had stated.
9706. You asked O’Donnell to give you a written statement? No.
9707. His Worship.] Do you know anything about the reason why the summons was not issued? I do 
not.
9708. Mr. Abigail.] I suppose that rests to a certain extent in the hands of the Inspector? In the 
hands of the Inspector. 9709.
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9709. Is it an unusual or an usual thing in your experience for a constable to compromise a matter of 
this kind where his uniform has been destroyed P AVell, it is an unusual thing, I should think.
9710. You never knew of a case before, did you ? No, I did not.
9711. Sis Worship.Would not the Inspector know from that entry that there ought to be a summons ?
Yes, he ought to know. '
9712. Mr. Abigail?^ Would Mr. Lawless or you if it had come under your official jurisdiction;—if either
of you had been told that these trousers were not official trousers, but private trousers, would you have 
torn the summons slip up ? That rests with Mr. Lawless. .
9713. In all probability he wmuld ? Most likely.
9711. Assuming these trousers to have been uniform trousers, and assuming that the dog did attack 
Quelch and tear the trousers, and assuming then that O’Donnell paid some money for these uniform 
trousers so damaged, would it not have been Quelch’s duty to account for the money to his superior 
officer? Yes.
9715. Mr. Bull.'] There is no doubt in the world.
9716. Mr. Abigail.] Can you tell me the uniform used on the 5th November, 1892 ? I do not know.
9717. Is there any uniform book to show what uniform should be used ? No.
9718. There is a general order about that ? Yes ; there is a general order about wearing white summer 
clothing and winter clothing.
9719. Sis Worship.] Men are employed sometimes in plain clothes ? Yes.
9720. Are you prepared to say that Quelch should have been in uniform at that time ? I could not say.
9721. Mr. Abigail.] Do you know that some questions were asked in the House about this matter by 
Mr. Black ? Yes ; I believe there were some questions.
9722. Do you know that there was considerable merriment at the station at the manner in which the 
questions had been put—the peculiar form? I could not say anything about that.
9723. Do you think you could remember that if you could refresh your memory by looking at the ques
tions ? The only thing I know of it was that there was some mention made of it in the House by one of 
the Members of Parliament, and shortly after that Mr. Lawdess instructed me to interview Mr. O’Donnell.
9724. This is how the question was asked in the House :—“Is it a fact that this officer, having summoned 
the owner of a dog which tore his uniform, withdrew the charge on receiving compensation, which he 
pocketed, for the damage done.” Do you remember now whether there was not some merriment made 
over the fact that it was assumed that Quelch had actually gone to the extent of summoning the owner 
of the dog, although he had not ? I do not know.
9725. And this is the way it is answered : The constable had his trousers torn by a dog, the owner of 
which paid 18s. 6d. for the.damage. There was no summons.”
9726. Do you remember that the form of the question and the peculiar form of the answer caused merri
ment in the station? I do not; hut I think there was some talk about it.
9727. Do you remember that it was also talked about in this way : That advantage had been taken of the 
peculiar form in which the question had been asked.
9728. Mr. Bull?[ I object to this. How' can the tittle tattle of a number of men in the station be evidence ?
9729. Mr. Abigail^] You say you think there was some merriment ? Yes; I think there was some merriment.
9730. Mr. Bull.] Is it admitted that no summons was ever made out ?
9731. Mr. Abigail.] Certainly ; a summons was applied for, but we say the summons slip was torn up ; 
we say the constable had on uniform trousers and the dog rushed out and bit him, and that he immedia
tely went to the station, and laid a complaint, and entered up the complaint in the information book in 
the ordinary way, and then, following the ordinary procedure, a slip was made out, and the nature of the 
charge entered in as usual, and sent on to the Superintendent’s office. It came back, and in the ordinary 
course of things it ought to have been initialled by Mr. Lawless, and sent to the Clerk of Petty Sessions. 
Then we say that Quelch made a communication to the Inspector of some kind, and induced him to with
draw this. He did not tell the Inspector, as we say he ought to, that he was wearing uniform and not 
private trousers. Then, if we prove that, we say that that is misappropriation of public money.
9732. Senior-constable Quelch.] I will admit I was in uniform.
9733. Sis Worship.] If they were white trousers they would be his own.
9734. Mr. Abigail.] AVe do not say they were white trousers, we say they were blue trousers. AVe say 
he was coming on at 6 o’clock to do, night duty. He would not be in white trousers at night-time.
9735. Sis Worship.] At what hour did this tearing of the trousers take place ?
9736. Mr. Abigail.] 6'45 p.m. in the information book.
9737. Mr. Bull.] Quelch tells me that he was on duty that night from 7 to 3, and that the trousers were
torn between 6 30 and a quarter to 7. 1
9738. Mr. Abigail.] Is there a report about this ? I call for Mr. Lawless’ report and Quelch’s report.
9739. Mr. Bull.] Quelch says there has been no other report since the questions were asked.

Senior- 
sergeant 

Robert Bell.

18 Nov., 1897.

Inspector Edmund Lawless was recalled :—
9740. Mr. Abigail.] AYhat was the uniform of the .police officers on the 5th November, 1892 ? Similar Inspector
to what it is now. E. Lawless.
9741. Supposing a man was going on night duty at 6 ? A jumper and pair of trousers and a helmet. \
9742. Is that a dark blue suit ? Yes. 18Nov.,1897.
9743. He would not be wearing this white pique stuff? AVhite drill; not coming on at 6 o’clock.
9744. If will you pardon the apparent tautology, it would be a uniform uniform ;—the uniform would be 
the same all through? Yes.
9745. Do you remember Quelch making any complaint to you, or did he make any complaint to you about 
O’Donnell’s dog attacking him and tearing some trousers ? I cannot remember. I remember making 
some inquiry afterwards. There is a report, I think, that I sent in on that subject.
9746. As a matter of fact, was any money paid in by Quelch in respect of this alleged damaged pair of 
trousers ? Not to me.
9747. You would know about it if it had been paid in ? Oh, of course, I would have to report it and i
forward it.
9748. And you never did as a fact so report it ? No.
9/49. H he, being on duty, or coming on to duty, had been attacked by a dog and his uniform trousers 
torn and damaged, it would have been his duty, wmuld it not, if he had got compensation for that, to have 
so reported it and to have paid the money in ? Certainly. 9750.
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0750. Because, although -worn by the constable, the trousers are Grovernment property until the year 
has expired ? Of course, I cannot tell you what trousers he wore. If he wore uniform trousers, of 
course they would be the property of the Government.

18Nov., 1897. g75l_ Can you tep me whether it was on a special date, on the 5th November, 1892? I could not
without consulting the books.
9752. Would the duty book show that? It ought to ; I could not say.
9753. If he w-ere on ordinary duty -would he be ordinarily attired ? Yes.
9754. Did you ever ask him to produce to you the trousers, or did he ever offer to produce them ? That 
I cannot remember.
9755. His Worship.'] Do you remember whether an application for a summons was ever made to you ? I
cannot remember. If there was it was never forwarded. ( ^ _
9756. Do you recollect allowing him to withdraw any charge of that nature ? No; I have no recollection
of that. He may have done so. I could not tell you now, unless there was something very special to 
recall it to my mind. _
9757. Hr. Abitjaili] This is your information book ? Yes.
9758. Do vou see the entry on page 89 of this information book, “ George O’Donnell. Keeping a dog 
which did attack Constable W. B. Quelch, in Turner-street, Kedfern.” Unless the constable had been on 
duty that entry would not have been made in that information book. It is made there for the purpose 
of issuing a summons ? Unless he had some object. If he intended to prosecute then it would; if he 
did not intend to prosecute it would not.
9759. Prosecutions are based on the entries in the book ? Yes ; if it were not to be summoned upon it
would be in the rough occurrence book. All we enter in this book, unless for some special reason are 
entered for the purpose of summoning. _
9760. It is kept for your own summonses ? Yes ; if any constable is out on duty and sees anything which 
he ought to report it is put in that book, and if it is sufficient for a summons he is summoned.
9761. If it is a private matter ? If he wantedjto summons someone for keeping a vicious dog, privately, 
not as a constable, it would not go in this book ? No.
9762. That would be his ow-n private business, and he would have to apply to the Chamber Magistrate 
and state his case and get a summons ? Yes.
9763. His Worship.'] Being there it ought to have been acted upon, unless there was good reason to the

. contrary.
9764. Mr. Bull.] But its not being acted upon can be no evidence against Quelch that he stuck to the
money. ...
9765. His Worship.] In a case of uniform trousers torn by a dog in that way, is a constable compensated 
by the Government? A report is made and a new pair of trousers issued.
9766. And any damage or fine goes to the Government? Yes.
9767. Mr. Abigail.] The constable would not be allowed to take compensation money, and with that 
compensation money buy a pair, because all these trousers are made by one contractor ? Yes, and sent 
to the store and issued from the store.
9768. Mr. Bull.] Do you remember some questions being asked in the House ? Yes.
9769. Do you remember that you had charge of that investigation? Yes. ■ _
9770. Did you not, as a matter of fact, having investigated that matter, find that the trousers which
Quelch wras wearing were his own private property ? That is what I understood.
9771. That is what you ascertained at the time ? Yes ; and I went to Mr. O’Donnell.
9772. Bor the purpose of furthering your inquiry ? Yes ; and that is the information I got from him,
and I reported on it.
9773. The information you got from him was that the dog had torn the trousers which Quelch was
wearing ? Yes ; and he had remunerated him for them. '
9774. Did you not make inquiry from Quelch ? Yes ; and I understood that they were his own private 
trousers.
9775. And you were told so at that time ? Yes.
9776. And you so reported—that they were his own property ? I reported that the inquiry made wa» 
satisfactory.
9777. That is, you were satisfied that the trousers which were torn were not the property of the New 
South Wales Government? Yes.
9778. The summons book is entered up by the watch-house keeper ? Generally.
9779. Always ? It should be. _
9780. Is not this the routine, that if it is intended to issue a summons at all, a slip is made out by the 
watch-house keeper, that the purport of that slip and the nature of the charge for summons is entered in 
the summons boob, that the slip is taken to the Superintendent’s office the next morning, and when the 
slip is returned, what is taken to the Clerk of Petty Sessions ? The slip.
9781. Authorising the issue of a summons ? Yes.
9782. Then, if a slip was issued in this case, would it not appear in the summons book ? Certainly.
9783. The fact is that there is no entry here in Ihe nature of issuing a summons for destroying uniform, 
or for anything else so far as I can see. and if the property was the personal property of the police 
officer, is there anything in the rules of the Department to prevent him from receiving compensation for 
his own property? I do not think so.
9784. Althoughhe was a police officer, if he was not actually on duly at the time, would it not be within 
his province to decline lo even prosecute for the dog attacking him ? Yes ; but it might be that if he 
wore Government trousers and they were destroyed, he might have to pay expenses.
9785. If he was wearing his own private property, would not he be entitled to be compensated for the 
loss, and be entitled to decline to prosecute for the offence ? Yes.
9786. Is there any information within your knowledge, or is there anything that you can adduce before 
the Commissioner to show' that the trousers which Quelch wore on that night w'ere Government property;— 
is there any officer whom you can call from the station w'ho can be put in the box to say that the trousers 
which Quelch wmre were not his own ? The only person who could do that wmuld be the person who had 
put the information in the book. He is the only person who would know.
9787. How are these clothes issued to these men ;—are not the clothes issued from time to time to the
men ; a couple of pairs of trousers a vear and two pairs of boots each a vear ? Yes.i r , - g788_
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Inspector 
E. Lawless.
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9788. And it sometimes happens, I suppose, that a police officer does not require a new outfit during the 
year ? If he is in plain clothes.
9789. And if he does occasionally plain-clothes duty? Then he is compensated some other wav.
9790. In what way ? He is allowed so much for the less issue that he gets.
9791. What do you mean by that? This money is paid to him by the Department. Supposing he only 
takes half issue, as he was in plain clothes for half a year, that is entered in the book, and he is paid for it.
9792. Supposing Quelch’s hours were from 7 o’clock on the night of the 5th jto 3 o’clock on the morning 
of the 6th ; if the fact is that Quelch was on duty that night from 7 o’clock until 3 in the morning, what 
would that indicate to you ? That he could not be on duty at 6.
9793. And that he must have been on what ? I cannot teil you without looking at the book.

Inspector 
E. Lawless.

18NhwA897.

• Senior-constable W. E. Quelch was recalled :—
9794. Mr. Bull!] [Duty booh produced.] Turn up the date 5th November, 1892 ? On the Saturday 
night I was on duty from 7 till 12.
9795. You went on duty at 7 o’clock ? Yes.
9796. Do you remember this occurrence of this dog attacking you on the evening of the 5th ? I do.
9797. Where was that ? In Turner-street, Itedfern.
9798. What time was that ? About between half-past 6 and a quarter to 7 at night. I could not fix the
minute. '

Senior- 
constable 

W. E. Quelch.

18NoTQm7.

9/99. How were you dressed at that time ? I was dressed in my ordinary night dress.
9800. What trousers were you wearing ? My own trousers.
9801. Whose property ? My own property.
9802. Sis Worship!] Were they uniform trousers ? Not police uniform. They were blue material, as I 
generally wear at night-time.
9803. Mr. Bull.] Take this in your hand ? This is a pair I wear now on night duty to this day.
9804. How long have you been wearing those ? Eor months.
9805. Are they police uniform—New South Wales .Police ? No ; my own property.
9806. Sis Worship.] They are very heavy ? I always wear heavy trousers at night-time.
9807. Summer and winter ? Yes. “
9808. How long do you say you have been wearing those very trousers ? That pair ?
9809. Yes ? Since last year.
9810. Mr. Bull.] Where do you usually get these trousers ? Mr. Richard Hannabus and Mr. Yedwohf 
have made all my clothing since I have been in Redfern.
9811. Mr. Abigail.] Do I understand you to say it was a pair like this ? It may have been a bit finer 
than that. If you doubt my word the Commissioner can send straight away to my house now and 
my wife will give him a sample of the stuff similar to police clothes which I have now, a remnant of stuff—■ 
I believe the same stuff those trousers were made of.
9812. Mr. Bull.] Now, in 1892, who was making your clothes ? Mr. Yedwohf and Mr. Hannabus. 
They have made a lot of clothing for me.
9813. And on this night of the 5th in Turner-street, wearing, with other uniform, your own trousers, tell
us what happened ? I was passing along the street leisurely and I was passing a narrow passage when a 
dog rushed out. “
9814. What sort of a dog ? A fox terrier, and got me by the right leg. He never did any harm to my flesh,
blit simply made a tear in my trousers. I said nothing, but walked on. There were a couple of young 
girls there, and I did not know them at the time, and I walked on. 1 afterwards found out who the owner 
of the dog was. -1 laid an information for keeping a ferocious dog.. If it had been Government trousers 
there would have been the following information for destroying the Government trousers. I dare not take 
money----- [Interrupted^
9815. But if you were wearing uniform trousers ? It would have been my duty to have laid an informa
tion against him for destroying the Government trousers, and then I would have had to have reported to 
the Department for the sanction of another pair in lieu of them.
9816. But being your own trousers ? I could not do that.
9817. Now, tell us what actually took place ;—whom did you report to ? Constable Kidd was on the
reserve at the time. I do not think Shaw was there. Constable Kidd wrote that. I went out on my beat 
at 7 o’clock. _ J
9818. Now, you know this charge against you of appropriating money in connection with one O’Donnell, 
is this the only matter which happened pertaining to O’Donnell ? The only thing that ever happened 
from that day to this. I went out on my beat, and I would not be certain whether it was the watch-house 
keeper, Senior-constable Shaw, but somebody said something about whether I wished to press Mr. O’Donnell.

Oh, I said, “no.” I said, “What does he want.” “Well,” he said, “he is quite agreeable to destroy 
the dog, I said, “ If he destroys the dog I have no desire to press such a man as Mr. O’Donnell, as I am 
not injured in any shape or form,” and then I did not mention anything about the trousers at all; but 
eventually, somehow, Mr. O’Donnell got hold of it and came to my house, and he asked me what I was 
going to do about the. matter. I said, “ Nothing.” I said, “ Someone has mentioned to me who you are, 
and that you are willing to destroy the dog.” 1 said, “ If you do that I am satisfied.” He said, “ Well, 
do I understand my dog tore your trousers”? I said, “That is quite true ; perfectly true.” He said, 

Well, what are you going to do about that”? “ Well,” I said, “ the only thing I can do about that 
matter would be the same as any other person. I would have to take you before the Court if I wanted 
to. do anything in that matter.” He said, “ I am prepared to replace your trousers.” “ Well,” I said, 

it is very kind of you to do that; it you will replace the trousers that is an end of the matter.” He 
gave me 13s. or 14s., I forget what it was, and I got another pair of trousers made.
9819. hrom Hannabus ? I think Mr. Hannabus made that pair; I think I have worn them out since.
9820. Is there any doubt in the world that what you were wearing were your own trousers ? Not the 
slightest doubt in the .world. Eancy going into the police station, in the presence of perhaps seven 
officers, and then accepting money afterwards. This book is the summons book at the station. An entry 
is never made in that book only by the officers in the station—that is four officers—either by Sergeant 
Houlahan, Senior-constable Shaw, Constable Kidd, or Moore. They are the only officers that ever make 
an entry.
9821. Is there any entry there pertaining to any charge against Mr. O’Donnell for anything? There is 
no entry vyhatever. Instantly the summons slip is made out, during the night of the occurrence that a 
summons is going to be applied for, before ever he lets that go out of his hand, a similar entry is made in

* 2 2 I • ' that
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that book, otherwise that never comes through the station hand again. They make it out during the night, 
and when Mr. Lawless comes down at 9 in the morning he'brings it down to the Superintendent s office.
9822. These entries should correspond with the summonses ? Yes.
9823. Sis Worship.'] Why was no summons taken out in this case ? I explained to the watch-house
keeper, Senior-constable Shaw7, and he never made out an application, so therefore there was no summons 
issued in the case. .
9824. Mr. Bull.] Was there ever an application for a summons ? Never. If there was ^Interrupted.]
9825. It must have been entered there ? There is not the slightest doubt in the world. _
9826. So there can be no truth in the suggestion madfe in Mr. Abigail’s questions that a summons slip 
was made out and sent to the Superintendent’s office, and was afterwards destroyed or torn up in the 
office at Kedfern ? That is where it would be [indicating the summons hook]. It would he in that book 
hours before it came into the hands of Inspector Lawless to bring down here to the Superintendent s office.
9827. Mr. Abigail.] Are you in the habit of having blue clothes of exactly the same colour and the same 
sort of material as your uniform trousers P I have ; I have said so.
9828. Do not you think that is a fearfully monotonous way of dressing;—is it not such a monotonous 
w7ay of dressing that you should have private clothes of the same colour and the same material ? Yes ; I 
go so far as to say that that piece of stuff was white, and I got it dyed particularly.
9829. This particular stuff that you wore that night was not uniform trousers ? Yes.
9830. Although you were coming up to go on duty ? Yes.
9831. And you were going to do duty in these trousers which were your own ? Yes. _
9832. Can you mention any instance where you wore your own trousers instead of uniform trousers ? 
Yes ; it is all according to a man’s own liking. I know men who wmuld not wear the police hoots.
9833. Do you know of any other police constable who does what you did that night, wears private trousers
of blue, the same colour as his uniform ? Yes • ‘ I have known----- [Interrupted.]
9834. Have you got a record ? No.
9835. Sis Worship,] Is the supply that you get from the Government insufficient? No.
9836. Why do you supply your own ?. A pair of trousers has to be very had before you can get fresh 
trousers. I have seen a man hold up a cape and run water into it, to show the Inspector that the water 
ran through, and the men have had to go out in wet weather in clothes like that.
9837. Did you make any complaint to the Inspector at that time that you wanted another pair of trousers ? 
No, decidedly not. It was all the better for the Government.
9838. Mr. Abigail.] You have heard what Senior-sergeant Bell and Mr. Lawless said, that this book was 
for police matterswhy was a complaint made if you did not intend to prosecute? Several people 
make entries here, and they are never forwarded.
9839. Why was it put in this book of all books, in the book reserved for special police prosecutions ? I
will show you a number of entries there. .
9840. What personal control had you over this charge against O’Donnell, of keeping a ferocious dog, 
once you had made a compliant ? I would be the prosecutor.
9841. Is it not a fact that you had no right—can you give me any reason to justify you in withdrawing 
this case without asking the advice of your superior officers ? If I liked to say, “I request that that he 
not forwarded,” it will not he forwarded.
9842. Without asking your superior officer? Yes; I will show you entries of other officers there.
9843. That summons book would not have an entry in it of the summons until the slip would actually 
go to the Superintendent’s office and come back ? Yes.
9844. Why would it ? Because I am certain of it.
9845. Is not that the ordinary course—that it is only when the Superintendent says, “ Yes; a summons 
should be issued,” and issues a slip, that then the officer in charge of the station endorses in that hook, 
and that slip is issued ? That is wrong. The entry is made in that book during the night by the watch- 
house keeper.
9846. Mr. Bull.] They must be initialled by Mr. Bead before a summons can be issued, and tne summons
book remains in the station the whole time ? That is correct. .
9847. Mr. Abigail]] Did you, as a matter of fact, refund this money that you had got from O’Donnell 
back to O’Donnell, and get it again from him ? No.
9848. You say that, when the dog rushed out and bit you, you said nothing, and walked on;—did not you 
say something to the little girl there ? I may have asked her whose dog it was.
9849. Sis Worship.] Did you get any compensation from the Government for the loss of these trousers ?

9850. Mr. Abigail]] You reported, subsequently, that that dog had been destroyed? No; I did not 
report it to anybody. Mr. O’Donnell told me that he would destroy the dog.
9851. You say that you did not report that the dog had, in fact, been destroyed ? I cannot recollect any 
such thing.
9852. Has a constable any right at all, once a charge is laid against a person, without consulting his
Inspector, to withdraw that summons on his own motion ? I say, if an information is laid----- [Interrupted]]
9853. Has he the right ? Yes. t
9854. Did you make any charge against anybody anywhere at all with regard, to your trousers ? No.
9855. Did you, when yon went into the station, and made that complaint, show your trousers to 
anybody ;—did you say to Kidd, “ See, there are the trousers ; that is where they are torn” ? I may have 
said that.
9856. Did you then claim the trousers as your own ? I did.
9857. You say you may have said it, and that you claimed the trousers ? Most decidedly.
9858. Did you claim the trousers in so many words to Kidd ? I may have said, “ A dog up the road tore
my trousers.” . . .
9859. You say that you never reported that the dog was destroyed, and the answer which was given m 
your report to the Parliamentary question was this:—“ On the 5th November, 1892, a dog tore a pair of 
the Senior-constable’s own private trousers; the dog was afterwards claimed by an independent gentle
man, Mr. G. O’Donnell, of Pitt-street, Kedfern, who replaced the trousers, and destroyed the dog” ? 
Yes ; that is quite true.
9860. Has not the dog only died recently? I do not know what happened to the dog.
9861. Will you swear he has not ? How do I know ?
9862. But, you see, you reported the dog was destroyed? I say Mr. O’Donnell told me that he would 
destroy the dog, and I believed him, because of the position he holds.
9863. He never told you it had been destroyed? No. 9864.
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9864. Although you reported that it Lad been destroyed ? SBnior-
9865. Mr. Bull.'] You want to explain something in this book. Just give His Worship one instance Quelch 
where there is an entry made there with regard to a complaint, and an information or summons has never
been taken out. ' # 18Nov., 1897.
9866. His Worship.] I can quite understand that, but all I can say is that the person who enters it has 
to communicate with some higher authority before it is not acted upon.
9867. Mr. Bull.] Just explain that. [Witness showed His Worship an entry in the summons booh—
[Exhibit No. 41.]
9868. His Worship.] There is a remark in the margin here that the constable requests that this should
not be proceeded with. - -

Constable Nicholas Moore was recalled :—
9869. Mr. Abigail.] Do you look at this entry in the information book kept at your station, dated Constable
5/11/92—“George O’Donnell; keeping a dog which did attack Constable W. E. Quelch, in Turner- N. Moore, 
street, Redfern. 5'45 p.m., 5/11/92 ” ? Yes. ’ '
9870. What is the duty of the constable who lays that complaint once it is in that book ;—has he any 18 Nov., 1897
right on his own motion to withdraw prosecution without consulting his superior officer ? ’
9871. Mr. Bull.] I object to that.
9872. Mr. Abigail.] He is a station man ? I am only a subordinate in that station.
9873. Mr. Bull[] I object to this witness giving an opinion.
9874. Mr. Abigail.] You are frequently the officer-in-charge there ? In the morning.
9875. His Worship.] What is the practice ? If a constable comes in and lays an information, it is taken 
down by either the reserve man, such as myself, or the sergeant. It is entered here as this information 
is entered, and from this information the station sergeant makes out the information slip.
9876. Mr. Abigail.] Who gives him the information? The constable gives the information at the station, 
not necessarily to the sergeant, he may give it to myself. I enter it as it is entered here. The station 
sergeant when he makes out his information slip, initials it in the manner that it is initialled there. That 
is the practice.
9877. STou see the initials there “ W.D.S. ” ? Those would be Senior-constable Shaw’s initials.
9878. Would it be probable that that would be initialled, as you see it initalled. there, unless a slip had
been sent in to the Superintendent for a summons based on that entry in the information book ? Well, 
what I have always seen in three and a-half years at the station is that the initialling is a check that 
the information has been made out. "
9879. And sent to the Superintendent ? Yes.
9880. Who makes it out ? The sergeant at the station.
9881. And once it is in there, has a constable any right to, of his own motion, withdraw the prosecution ?
No, a constable could not. It lies with the officer. I am a constable, and I could not withdraw it.
9882. Mr. Bull.] Whose handwriting is this here in the summons book, 5/11/92 ;—when is this summons 
book made up ? That is made up as the slip is made out.
9883. One follows the other ? That is the practice.
9884. Whose entries are those of the 5th ? Those are Senior-constable Shaw’s.
9885. And he is the same officer who has initalled that entry in the information book ? Yes. .
9886. His Worship.] If a claim was made for damaged trousers would not that form part of that entry ?
No, I do not see that it would, Sir. Of course they have summoned him for the dog attacking him.
9887. Mr. Bull.] If they were uniform trousers, would not there be some entry there ? There would 
be some record of it.
9888. Mr. Abigail.] There ought to be ? Yes.
9889. Mr. Bull.] The initials are Shaw’s ? Yes, and the writing on this date.
9890. Showing that Shaw was there ? Yes.
9891. There must have been some reason why Shaw did not enter it into this summons book ? But if 
the summons is withdrawn, and the information has not been sent in, it is marked in the margin here; 
the result is marked here.
9892. If there were no form made out at all it would not appear here at all (in the summons book) ? If 
there were no form this (information book) would not be initialled, and it would be marked on here why, 
in the margin.
9893. His Worship.] You think that a form was made out and sent to the sergeant? Undoubtedly a
form was made out. .

[At 6 p.m. the Commission was adjourned until 2 p.m. on the 22nd November, 1897.]

MONDAY, 22 NOVEMBEB, 1897.
[The Commission resumed its sittings'at 2 pm., at the Central Police Court.]

* _
WHITTINGDALE JOHNSON, Esq., S.M. (Sole Commissioner).

J. 11. Dacey, Esq., M.L.A., and Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

Mr. Abigail, solicitor, appeared in support of the charges on behalf of Mr. J. E. Dacey, M.L.A.; Mr. C. 
Bull, M.L.A., solicitor, appeared on behalf of Senior-constable W. E. Quelch.

Charge No. 14—continued.
Senior-constable William David Shaw was recalled:—

9894. Mr. Abigail.] Do you see this entry, page 89 of the information book : “ George O’Donnell, Senior
keeping a dog which did attack Senior-constable W. E. Quelch ”? Yes. constable
9895. I want you to explain. You see in the margin of that entry, alongside that entry, these initials ®haw-
appear, “ W.D.S.” Are they your initials ? Yes.
9896. I want you to explain to His Worship, first, what is this book kept for ;—is it only kept for the " ”
entry of charges to be made by police ? It is kept at the station for the purpose of entering-----
[Interrupted].
9897. Police charges ? No, not charges—informations for summonses.
9898. Applied for on behalf of the police ? Yes. 9899.
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constable ^ wan^ .You to trace the routine from the time it is entered here right up to the time the summons
W. D. Shaw, t8 issued;—what would be your duty there—I see your initials there? When I see that entry, on the 

first opportunity I make out an information slip.
22Nov.,1897. 9900- -2Vs Worship.'] Do you know, as a fact, that an information slip was made out? I could not say.

9901. Mr. Abigail.] That is a slip form, is it not ^producing one—Exhibit 40] ? Tes.
9902. "Would it be filled in like that? As near as I can remember that is a copy of what I wrote at the 
time. Of course, it is only remembering. I cannot say it is a copy.
9903. Sis Worship.] That is sent to the Inspector? Yes, just as I did it at the time; but I cannot 
swear it.
9904. Who should that be sent to ?
9905. Was it ? I cannot say.
9906. Mr. Abigail^] What we all want to get at is this: that initial there will refresh your memory as to 
whether you did, in point of fact, make out a slip for the purpose of getting out a summons? I am 
certain I made out a slip like that. That is a copy, as far as my recollection serves me.
9907. Mr. Eull.] I object to that. *
9908. Mr. Abigail?^ You swear, do you not, that you did, in point of fact, make out a slip ? I made 
out* a slip, or else my initial would not be there. '
9909. And to the best of your recollection it is a copy of it ? I won’t say it is a copy ; but I feel 
certain for this offence it might be “ attacked ” or “ rushed at,” and I cannot say whether I worded it 
“ attacked ” or “ rushed at.”
9910. What would be done with that slip then ? I say in the ordinary course I should give it to Inspector 
Lawless.
9911. Then would it be sent on by him in the ordinary course to the Superintendent ? There are several
instances----- \Interrupted], "
9912. I am not talking about this one in particular ; I want the practice ? In several instances, where 
satisfaction is arrived at afterwards, the information does not get any further.
9913. But in any of these cases, in the ordinary routine, would it be sent on by Mr. Lawless to the 
Superintendent, and initialled by the Superintendent and returned ? Providing satisfaction was not 
arrived at before he took it down.
9914. And then would it be entered up in this book called the summons book ? If it had not been 
satisfied.
9915. And that is the condition of things ? If it had not been satisfied.
9916. If the trousers worn by the constable on the occasion referred to in this entry had been plain 
trousers and private property would that entry have been made at all ? Certainly it would.
9917. Why ? Because it attacked the man. There is nothing in that entry about the trousers.
9918. Sis Worship.] The charge is against the man for keeping a ferocious dog, and there is no appli
cation made for damages. -
9919. Mr. Abigail^] But once it is there would the constable who caused the entry to be put there have 
any power himself personally to stop the issue of the summons? Not himself—he could be the means 
of stopping it.
9920. But would not he have to report it to his superior ofiicer? To the Inspector.
9921. Sis Worship.] It would have to be done through the Inspector ? There would be no doubt about 
it, from what he reported to me I reported the same to the Inspector.
9922. Mr. Abigail?] Your initialling that entry you consider is proof that you made out the statement 
for ihe Inspector ? There is no doubt that I made it out, or else my initial would not have been there.
9923. It is admitted that if he were wearing his own trousers on that occasion, and he got any money in 
satisfaction for this damage, that that money would have to be paid into the consolidated revenue ? I do 
not think so.
9924. Sis Worship.] Not his own property.
9925. .Mr. Abigail.] Perhaps I have mis-stated the question. I will re-state it. Do I understand you to 
say that if Quelch, on this occasion, had been wearing uniform trousers, and they had been torn, and 
O Donnell had subsequently handed him what the two of them considered to be fair compensation for the 
damage done, would not Quelch’s duty be to hand that money to his superior officer ? If Quelch had 
been wearing uniform trousers I do not suppose for a moment that he would have taken any money 
whatever.
9926. I did not ask for your opinion ;—has a constable whose trousers are torn, and those trousers being 
part of his G-overnment uniform, any right to accept compensation from the owner of the dog for the 
damage, and pocket that compensation ? There is what we term “ expired uniform.”
992 /. Will you kindly answer the question the way I am putting it. Assuming that Quelch was wearing 
uniform belonging to the Government, and the dog had attacked him and torn his uniform, and the owner 
of the dog had come along and compensated Quelch by giving him 14s. or 15s. compensation for the 
damaged uniform, would it not have been Quelch’s duty to have handed that money in to his superior
officer ? If the uniform was recently issued----- [^Interrupted?] *
9928.] I say uniform ? It would have to be within a reasonable time.

^ are served with uniform once a year. Suppose these trousers he was wearing he
had had for fourteen months, it would not be----- [Interrupted.]
9930. Assuming that they are uniform belonging to the Government? Yes.

^ they were expired uniform they would not belong to the Government, would they ;—will you 
admit now that if Quelch was wearing uniform belonging to the Government and a dog had rushed out 
and attacked him, tearing this uniform, would it not have been his duty to have handed that money to his 
superior ofiicer ? If it had been uniform belonging to the Government it would.
9932. Mr. Eull.] Is it not a fact that there are three distinct pairs of trousers which a man may wear ;— 
first of all he may wear what are the then uniform trousers ? Yes.
9933. He may wear what were served out to him a year and a half ago? Yes; old ones that are out 
of date.

wr may wear his .own private property ? Yes, provided they are blue. Perhaps I might tell 
your w orship that in this instance I did not know that ever a pair of trousers were damaged. I do not 
remember seeing that.
9935. Sis Worship.] The trousers are not mentioned.
9936. Mr. Abigail?] We say they were uniform trousers, and should have been mentioned ; that is part
of our charge. 9937.
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9937. Mr. Bull.'] I suppose men wear trousers which are really their own property, and which appear to 
be uniform ? Tes, at night time.
9938. G-oing on night duty ? Tes.
9939. When did you know that you were required to come here as a witness in this matter with regard to 
this entry ? I believe on Friday—Thursday or Friday.
9940. The Commission closed on Thursday afternoon ? I suppose it would he either that evening or the 
next day.
9941. Have you had any conversation or a word with Quelch since last Thursday ? Tes ; he told me I 
would he wanted at the inquiry; nothing further.
9942. With regard to the inquiry, the object of the inquiry, or the reason of your attendance here ? No.
9943. His Worship^] What I want to know is why the information was withdrawn.
9944. Mr. Bull.] Shaw has told you. To the xoitness: Was it not your duty to enter in the summons
book at the same time that you made out this information slip ? I will try to explain to your Worship. 
When they first began to cross-question me----- [Interrupted^
9945. Was it not your duty to enter in the summons book at the same time that you made out the slip ? 
Providing the complaint had not been satisfied.
9946. Tour opinion is that the complaint had been satisfied, which did not necessitate the entry in the 
summons book ? Tes. 1 cannot say that I gave the slip to Mr. Lawless, yet I feel confident that I did do so, 
and that, as the complaint was satisfied, no doubt it never went any further, but I cannot say that for truth.
9947. His Worship.] Mr. Lawless was the only person that could act in the matter ? I do not think 
anyone else could act.
9948. Mr. Bull.] The matter must necessarily come to his knowledge ? Oh, yes.
9949. His Worship.] And it could not be withdrawn without his knowledge ? No.
9950. Mr. Bull.] Tou know this, that the entry there is w'ith regard to O’Donnell keeping a dog which 
did attack Quelch himself ? Yes ; it does not say a word about the trousers.
9951. That would lead you to suppose, would it not, that uniform trousers had not been damaged ? Well, 
you see, that is a question I would not hardly like to say, but there is no doubt that at the time I did not 
consider they were uniform trousers, or else I should have said something about them.
9952. I suppose it has happened before, even in your time, that the information would appear in that 
book, and possibly a slip be made out, and yet the matter go no further ? In several instances'.
9953. I will give you one of your own. So as to remove any shadow' of suspicion of this identical one I 
will give one of Shaw’s owm.
9954. His Worship.] Has Mr. Lawless any personal recollection of this matter?
99o5. Mr BidlJ] No. No doubt, he said, the matter did come under his observation, and no doubt he 
had done certain things, but the matter had passed from his mind altogether. To the witness : Here is 
an entry of the character I am speaking of—“Isaac Ashton, 150, Abercrombie-street, Redfern. At 
5 15 p.m., 22/8/96. Keeping a ferocious-dog that did attack, in Abercrombie-street, Redfern, Pollard.” 
[Exhibit 42.] That is your writing ? Tes.
9956. With regard to these circumstances that you have given evidence of, are you aware that that 
matter of Ashton’s went no further ? Certainlv I am.
9957. Explain the circumstances of that ? Pollard laid this information, and when I asked him whom 
the dog attacked, Pollard said he was not quite certain, but he -would find out.
9958. His Worship.] I think there can be no question of the fact that, Quelch having been compensated
for the private injury, the case was -withdrawn. .
9959. Mr. Abigail.] Are you prepared to believe the evidence given by Quelch that he was wearing blue 
trousers, which belonged to him—private trousers ?
9960. His Worship.] It has not been proved to the contrary.
9961. Mr. Abigail^] Tou have to consider whether what he says is true. -
9962. His Worship.] It has not been proved to the contrary. There is only his evidence on that side. 
There is no evidence on the other side that they were uniform trousers.
9963. Mr. Abigail^] There is only common sense on the other side.

_ 9964. Mr. Bull^] [Showing trousers material to the ivitness.] Have you seen trousers made of that 
material before ? ‘

Senior- 
constable 

W. D. Shaw.

22 Nov., 1897.

Witness .- If a man came to parade, either day or night, with a pair of trousers made of that 
material, there is not the slightest doubt he would be allowed to go on parade and on dutv. It 
would be so near you could not detect it. ^

9965. Do you know that that is blue Venetian;—is not that the material and the name of the police 
uniform ? I could not say. I am not a tailor. ■

^01lr Worship remembers Quelch giving’evidence that he had at home a piece of the material of 
which the trousers were made, and he would produce it ? This is the material referred to.
9967.. His Worship.] It appears to me that the summons could not be withdrawn without Mr. Lawless’ 
sanction. '
9968. Mr. Abigail.] That is for them to prove. We raised the case'that the sanction was not obtained.

Witness : There is perhaps another thing that I ought to tell you : I generally get back from my 
tea just before 7, and either that night directly after 7 o’clock I believe I saw Mr. O’Donnell, and 
he told me that he understood that one of his dogs had attacked one of our men. He said he did 
not really wish for anything of the kind, and he said he would apologise, and he would destroy the 

, dog,, and if the dog had done any injury he said ho would compensate him. Having that in my 
memory I feel certain that I must have told Mr. Lawless, and the information wrent no further.

9969. Mr. Abigail.] Did you ever tell anybody that before ? I did not.
9970. Do you not know that it has been common talk about the station, and there have been conver
sations in which you yourself have engaged before this Commission ever started, when you put a different 
complexion on the matter ? Tou told me a similar thing the other day.
9971. I said just now, “Before the Commission started.” .
9972. His Worship.] The whole question is whether it is a proper thing to accept compensation and with
drawn a summons of a public nature. I cannot see anything to support a charge of appropriating 
Government money. rr r °
9973. Mr. Abigail.] It is a question whether you will believe this man’s evidence (Quelch’s).

Charge
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Charge No. 15.
“I1also swearing in the case against one Madigan of cruelty to a horse.”

Mr, Abigail.'] I call for the original depositions in this case, “Police v. Michael Madigan,” hea d 
on the 21st August, 1894. [Exhibit No. 43.]

0. Crilley. 
22Nov!a897

Owen Crilley, carrier, 81, Darlington-road, Darlington, was called and sworn :—
9974. His Worship.] "What was the result of the case.
9975. Mr. Abigail.] Dismissed.

• 9976. His Worship.] What is your name ? Owen Crilley.
9977. Where do you live ? 81, Darlington-road, Darlington.
9978. What are you P Carrier.
9979. Mr. Abigail?^ Do you remember one Michael Madigan being prosecuted on the 21st August, 1894, 
in the Redfern Police Court, before his Worship Mr. Delohery, on a charge of cruelty to a horse? 
Perfectly.
9980. Tou gave evidence on that case ? Yes.
9981. Did you swear that you were the owner of the horse? Tes ; I was the owner of the horse.
9982. In question, in that case ? Tes.
9983. Did you also swear that you operated on the horse in the shed with searing-irons ? Tes.
9984. And the horse was suffering from greasy heels ? Tes.
9985. Tou also swore you tried a lotion, did you not ? I had not time to try the lotion ; I went over to
get the lotion. ‘
9986. But before this you had tried a lotion ? Tes.
9987. Tou used the searing-irons because the lotion had not been successful? Tes.
9988. Tou have been amongst horses since 1871 ? Tes.
9989. And have you frequently performed operations of a similar character ? I did before, previous to 
that one.
9990. And in the presence of a veterinary surgeon ? Under the supervision of Mr; Scott.
9991. Did you leave the shed with the irons on that occasion? I left the shed after I performed the 
operation with them in my hands.
9992. Immediately after ? Tes.
9993. Did you see a constable at the corner of Codrington-street and Darlington-road ? Tes.
9994. How far was that locality from the shed ? Porty-two yards.
9995. And who was the constable ? I did not take much notice of him. I found out afterwards that it 
was Mr. Quelch.
9996. Is this the man you saw ? Tes.
9997. Tou did not know his name at the time ? No.
9998. Tou know that is the man ? Tes.
9999. His Worship.] Tou see him now ? Tes.
10000. Is that the man ? Tes.
10001. Mr. Abigail.] Tou had actually left the shed, and got 42 yards away before you met the constable ? 
He was 42 yards from me at the time I saw him.
10002. Did you step it out? Tes ; I stepped it out.
10003. In your opinion was it possible for him to have seen the operation ? That I cannot say. He said 
that he did see Madigan performing the operation.
10004. Did Madigan have anything to do with the operation ? No ; no more than you that was not there 
at all.
10005. He was there ? He was the owner of the blacksmith’s shop. He is a blacksmith.
10006. Was he there at the time ? Tes.
10007. Had he anything to do with it? Nothing whatsoever.
10008. In fact, you cured the horse, didn’t you ? Tes : I got £25 for him a fortnight afterwards.
10009. After this alleged cruelty ? Tes.
10010. His Worship.] The first time you saw the constable was when you were coming away ? Tes. 
10011. Tou did not know where he was while you were performing the operation? I did not know 
whether he was about or not, and another thing, it did not trouble me whether he was there or not.
10012. Mr. Abigail.] Tou were well dressed on the occasion, as well as you are now? Not quite so well. 
10013. Tou had not got a gold pin or a chain on ? Tes ; I had a gold pin. I do not usually carry my 
gold chain. • '
10014. Tou were respectably dressed ? Tes.
10015. And Madigan was in his working clothes ? Tes.
10016. Are you like Madigan or is Madigan like you ? No.
10017. At any rate, one could not be mistaken for the other, either by the way he was dressed or by form 
or build ?. Madigan is outside ; you can see whether he corresponds with me or not.
10018. Did you subsequently see Quelch arrest Madigan for this ? Quelch had Madigan arrested and the 
horse when I came down. I went across from the blacksmith’s shop to my own stable to prepare a lotion 
to put on the sole that I had seared. My boy came in and said, “ A constable has arrested Madigan and 
the horse. ’ I said, “ What for?” He said, “ I do not know.” I went down and I met my brave Quelch ; 
I met him on the corner of the street.
10019. Mr. Bull.] Did you hear that, your Worship?
10020. Mr. Abigail.] Tou had better withdraw the accusation of bravery ? I would be sorry to call him 
brave. I asked Quelch, “ What’s up ?” and he said, “ I have taken this horse and this man Madigan for 
cruelty in treating this horse.” I said, “ Now, you be careful; I am afraid you will be getting yourself 
into serious trouble.” He paid no attention to me, and took the horse away to the station.
10021. Did you tell him he was arresting the wrong man ? He took the horse to the station and Madigan, 
and half an hour afterwards I went up and bailed Madigan out.
10022. What was done with the horse ? He was sent down to the Belmore Barracks and kept there all night. 
10023. And actually the oil which you had been mixing up had not been placed on the horse ? Not that 
night; it was placed on the next morning.
10024. So he was taken away to the station just after the operation had been performed, and walked all 
the way to the barracks ? Tes, I believe so. I got him there the next morning. 10025.
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10025. Sts Worship.] "Was Madigan charged with performing the operation ? Tes. 0. Crilley.
10026. Whereas you did it ? Tes.
10027. Was Madigan there at the time you were performing it ? Tes, he was. 22Nov.,1897.
10028. Mr. Abigail.] Do you remember Quelch being recalled after you gave your evidence, and saying:
“ Crilley said to me, I am the man who sent the horse to be done.” Did you say that, making it appear 
that you were the owner and that Madigan had performed the operation ? I said nothing of the kind.
10029. Quelch also swore this : “ I swear I was not within a hundred yards of Codrington-street,
Darlington, that day ” ? It was not Codrington-street, it was Raglan-street. ■
10030. Tou made a mistake in the name of the street ? Tes.
10031. I see Quelch swore this in his statement: “ The horse was kicking. Some children were looking 
through the fence, saying, ‘ Oh, the cruel man.’ Accused could have heard it ” ;—were there any children 
saying, “ Oh, the cruel man ” ? Well, I did not hear them. .
10032. And I suppose that it would be very natural if the children had ? I could not hear it.
10033. His Worship.] I suppose this operation was performed in an open blacksmith’s shed ? Tes.
10034. It could be seen by any person taking the trouble to look through the door ;—how wide is the 
door? I suppose it is about 20 feet wide, and there are two windows.
10035. Tou have not yet stated what the specific charge of perjury is.
10036. Mr. Abigail.] We will unfold that in the case. We say it is a tissue of lies all through.
First he swore he saw Madigan doing this, and now we produce .the man who did do it. We say this, 
that our charge is this : That Quelch swore that he saw the operation, and that Madigan was the operator, 
whereas, in point of fact, we say he was too far away to see anything of the kind, and this man was the 
operator, and not Madigan ; and we say that, in order to get a conviction in that case, he purposely swore - 
what he knew to be false. .
10037. His Worship.] Will you kindly read his evidence to me ?
10038. Mr. Abigail read deposition by Senior-constable Quelch, Exhibit Wo. 43.] To the witness : What 
was the operation for ? There wus a fungus growth.
10039. Mr. Bull.] The horse had greasy heels, and it had contracted a fungus, and they were searing and 
burning that off the horse’s heel.
10040. Mr. Abigail.] What was the matter with the horse? Some people term it a greasy heel, and 
other people term it a fungus growth.
10041. The only way to get it off was to burn it ? There are two or three remedies.
10042. His Worship.] I suppose the magistrate decided that the operation was one that was allowable ?
A lawful operation, yes. .
10043. Mr. Abigail.] We will put before you the deposition of the constable, and we want you to see 
whether vou will not come to the conclusion that we come to—that, for the purpose of getting a convic
tion in this case, and finding that straining was not sufficient, he then imagined that he saw things, and 
that imagination we say is a concoction, and what he swore to he knew to be absolutely untrue, and he 
did what he did do because he wanted to get a conviction, and a lie was neither here nor there with him.
At first he says, “ I never asked who did it,” to a point blank question put to him in cross-examination, 
and then he says, “ I inquired who did it.” To the witness : Did you burn the fetlock off ? No.
10044. Tou did not have to burn the fetlock off? No.
10045. If he had been looking, could he have possibly seen you burn the fetlock off ? If he had stood 
where he said he stood, he could see me.
10046. Could he see you burning the fetlock off ? I did not burn the fetlock off.
10047. His Worship ] Tou burnt the heel ? Tes.
10048. It is not very far from the fetlock ? It grows a little to the back of the heel. Tou see, first of 
all I took and cut it off. I do not know whether it is about three or five, about an inch or an inch and a 
half long of these fungus growths. I tried the lotion first, and found it was no good, and then I clipped 
them off and then I seared it. •
10049. Mr. Abigail.] It was not the fetlock. This sort of thing does not grow on the fetlock, does it ?
Between the fetlock and the heel.
10050. It is like a series of big warts ? Tes.
10051. And you cut them off and seared them with a red-hot iron ? Tes.
10052. Mr. Bull] Tou are not a farrier, are you ? No, sir; I did not say I was.
10053. "What are you ? A carrier.
10054. This_man Madigan does the farriery work for you? He is a blacksmith.
10055. And a farrier ? Well, I do not know whether he is a farrier or not; I know he is a blacksmith.
He shoes my horses. ’ .
10056. Was he shoeing this horse on that day ? He fastened the shoe on this horse on that day after I 
performed the operation on him.
10057. Did he shoe this horse that day ? He fastened a shoe on the horse that day after I performed the 
operation.
10058. His Worship.] Did he assist you in performing the operation? No, your Worship. At the •
performing of the operation the horse loosed a shoe. .
10059. Mr. Bull] Now, listen. Did you see blood on Madigan’s hand and up hfs arm ? No, I did not.
10060. Would you like to swear there was none ? I would not swear there was none.
10061. What would you like to swear? I would not like to swear there was no blood on him; but I did
not see it on him.
10062. Tou had not a scrap of blood on your hands ? Tes, I had. I had blood up to my two elbows and 
with my shirt-sleeves tucked up—on both my hands. .
10063. I think you were fully dressed that day ;—you swore a while ago that you were ? I did not.
10064. Now, just to see where the perjury may come from, and what a man will descend to swear, you •
gave evidence in the case there ? Tes, I did.
10065. Can you tell his Worship if you have ever said before that you were in your shirt-sleeves, and 
had blood up to your elbows ? Well, it was not required of me.
10066. Did you swear the contrary ? What did I swear ? Tou just tell me.
10067. Is that your signature ? That is my signature.
10068. And I suppose this deposition was read over to you ? I wmuld not be surprised if it wras. .
1P069. Did you say this: “ I have a very good memory ; I saw Quelch at a quarter-past 4 p.m; I was 
dressed as I am now; I had no blood on me”;—that is a poser for you—did you swear that ? Listen 
to me -------- [Interrupted] 10070.
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O. Crilley. 100/0. Did you swear that ? Wei 1. if I have sworn that 1 have made a mistake. I know this much, with 
/——n all due respect to you and your bluff, that that man did not see Madigan do it any more than you did.

22Nov., 1897. 10071. Did you swear that? It would not do for you to ask for my opinion of Quelch, for if you want 
my opinion of Quelch it would not be a very respectable one. I always judge a man by his looks, and 
if Quelch could look you straight in the face it is more than he could do with me. I have been five-and- 
twenty vears in business, and I know what men are. _
10072. When you have done this oration of yours, and thrown all this mud which you think will stick, 
just listen to me. This is not true, is it, “ I have a very good memory ; I saw Quelch at a quarter-past 4 
p.m.; I was dressed as I am now; I had no blood on methat is not true? AVell, 1 could not be 
dressed as I am now.” .
10073. Did you swear that ? Well, if I have said so I have made a mistake, tor I could not be dressed
that way. ' , ^ ,
10074. And you made a mistake when you swore that you had no blood on you ;—you made that mistake
too ? It would be a mistake if I said so, because 1 did have the blood on me after performing the
operation. , , 2
10075. Tou did not see any blood on Madigan at all ? Well, not to my knowledge.
1007(5. Who is Drake ?. One of my men.
10077. Did he swear this ? I cannot say what Drake swore. _ _
10078. Just wait a minute? That was held the same as this one is held, with closed doors.

• 10079. Drake says, “I am a labourer, employed by Mr. Crilley; accused did not operate on the horse
or touch it with a hot iron ; he only fastened a shoe ” ? That is correct.
10080. “ Accused had blood on his hands with lifting the foot ” ?
10081. Mr. Abigail^ That is after this man went. ... ..
10082. Mr. Bull.'] You may chime in now if you like. That is not my object in asking that. Now, did
not Quelch swear as a fact that you were not there at all ? He did.
10083. Did not he sav that whilst he was speaking to the men there about what he had seen through the 
window vou came downdid not he say that you came into the shop whilst he was having a conversation 
with the'men who were there ? If he said so he said wrong, for I did not go in the shop.
10084. Did he say so ? Tes. He did not speak to me in the shop. It was on the street opposite—
[Interrupted^]
10085. Do not talk so much ? Well, you have all the talking to yourself.
10086. I am here to talk ? What am I here for ?
10087. Tou are only here to answer questions. When you operated on this horse you went to your 
house ? No, sir ; I went to the stable.
100S8. How far would that be away from this forge ? Well, I suppose it would be between 30 and 40
yapLu.o. . ....
10089. When you came back, Quelch was there ? He was on the street; he was not in the shop, nor yet 
the horse was not in the shop. Both Quelch and the horse and Madigan were on the street.
10090. Is it not a fact that when you came back he had actually arrested Madigan, and was taking 
Madio-an and the horse down to the police station ? Certainly he was. _
1009f. That is so ? That is so. That was not in the blacksmith’s shop that he arrested him, and with all 
due respect to you and what you know about law and Mr. Quelch, he dare not arrest the man on his own 
premises. I know just as much about that as he does. I am too long in the business. He dare not 
arrest the man until he came out on the public street, I am informed, and it was on the public street I
met him. i i i i10092. Mr. Abigail.'] Did not you say that he did not arrest the man until after you had performed on
the horse? Certainly not.
10093. Mr. Bull.] Tou called Mr. Green, the veterinary surgeon ? Tes, and a qualified man too.
10094. One -would think you were an Irishman by the-way you talk ?■ So I am, and very proud of it too. 
10095. Did not you call Mr. Green to show that this operation was a proper one ? I called Mr. Green to 
prove that there was a legal operation.
10096. Did not vou call him to prove that the operation was a proper one ? Yes.
10097. And that is what Mr. Green said, is it not—listen ;—-were you in the Court when Mr. Green gave 
evidence ? That I cannot sav. I will not take it on myself to say.
10098. I am not binding you to that. This is what he said : “ I am a veterinary surgeon, and a Member 
of the College of Teterinaries. I have a'diploma. I remember the horse. I saw it after the 18th inst. 
It had been'suffering from greasy heels, and had a fungus growth which would be best removed by firing. 
The result of the operation w'as successful, and relieved the horse from all pain. Before the operation he 
would be in pain. Cauterising the place was the right process. To the police: I did not .see the horse 
before the operation. An unskilful operation would cause unnecessary pain.” Done by a farrier, not by 
this man, who knows nothing about it ? Don’t you say any such thing, for if you say such a thing you 
are wrong. Tour Worship, I call upon you to protect me. I -won’t allow such a man as Mr. Bull to 
make such a statement about me. ____________________

Michael Madigan, farrier, Baglan-street, Darlington, was called and sworn :—
M. Madigan. 10099. His Worship.] What’s your name ? Michael Madigan.

^—  / 10100. What are you ? Farrier by trade.
22 Nov., 1897. 10101. Where do you live? Baglan-street, Darlington.

10102. Mr. Abigail.] Tou remember the 21st August, 1894. Tou were prosecuted by Senior-constable 
Quelch in the Eedfern Police Court before Mr. Delohery ? Yes. __
10103. And after Quelch gave his evidence, and, peculiarly enough, Mr. I'ane—Sergeant Fane—who was 
called as an expert, you gave your evidence, and you called Mr. Green, Mr. Crilley, and Mr. Drake, and 
the magistrate dismissed the case ? Tes, that is correct.
10104. Mr. Moffatt appeared for you ? Tes. _
10105. Do you remember Quelch swearing that he saw you cruelly ill-treat the horse ? _ Decidedly so. 
10106. And do you remember him swearing that he saw you with the red-hot iron burning the fetlock off 
one of the animal’s hind legs ? Yes. _ _

’ 10107. Is there a word of truth in either of those assertions ? They are certainly false.
10108. Do you remember him swearing that the shoe of the foot that was burnt was not touched ? That 
is also false. 10109.
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10109. Is it not a fact that a shoe was put on the foot by you ? Tes.
10110. And that is all you had to do with it? Tes.
10111. And after fastening the shoe on you got some blood on your arm ? Tes, I did.
10112. And is that how you got the blood on your arm ? Tes, exactly.
10113. When you were charged with merely ill-treating a horse, and were taken by the constable to the 
station, Quelch says that you muttered some reply;—what did you say to him—it must have been some
thing in your favour, because he forgot it ? I cannot remember muttering anything. I generally speak 
straight out. . ^
10114. Did you tell him that it was not you who performed the operation ? Tes; before he arrested me. 
lOllo. Why was that? I told him that I had nothing to do with the horse, and I forget exactly the 
reply that he made, and he said, “ Tou had better come to the station,” and I went to the tub to wash 
my arms, and he said, Don t wash that off, and the reply that I made was, “ Some of you fellows have 
hung a man for that.
10116. Tou were in your old toggery, were not you? Tes ; dirty clothes.
10117. In your working clothes ? Tes.
10118. Tour clothes were a bit torn ? Tes ; I requested Mr. Quelch to let me go inside to change my 
trousers, and he refused. & j
10119. Tou had specially retained Mr. Crilley to perform this operation ? I beg your pardon.
10120. Tou had specially allowed Mr. Crilley the use of your forge to perform this operation ? Oh, 
yes; he was always getting the use of my forge, at any time; in fact, any man who comes along—a 
respectable man.
10121. Mr. Crilley performed the operation ? Tes. He and his own men.
10122. Tou were the proprietor of the farriery ? I was.
10123. Was the operation performed skilfully ? To the best of my belief.
,9!?^' ■^?ur 'eterinary surgeon, Mr. Green, said it was? Tes ; and he is a thoroughly qualified man. 
10125. Was there any ill-treatment at all? Not so far as I am aware of. ’
10126. Did you have anything to do with the horse from first to last in this operation except to put the 
shoe on for him ? Nothing more.
10127. And if Quelch swears that he saw you do it, is that a deliberate lie ? It is a deliberate lie a 
dirty falsehood.
ttv*? “0U ^iear any children outside ? Tes, they were all in ; I had to keep them away.
10129. Did you hear any children outside say, “ Oh. the cruel man ”? No, I did not hear them say 
i m on a3ie ,alwayS a children outside ; I have a job to keep them away at any time. • 
10130. It Quelch had been looking as he says, through the window in Eaglan-street, could he have 
seen all he alleges that he saw—namely, that you wmre doing this ? He could command a view of the shop
1 n?^f Tt? e'Ttie,llt'i 1 cou]cl Put te.n or twelve men in the shop in different places, but he could not see them. 
10131. YV ould he have a better view of the interior of the farriery from Wolseley-lane ? He would.

^ he had heen looking through there at the time that the operation w'as performed, is it possible 
that he could see all that he alleges he saw ? He could see everything that w'as going on.
10133. He could not have seen you perform the operation because you did not do it? No.

^'1^e had been looking through at the time the operation was performed he must have seen 
Crilley who was really performing the operation ? No. I do not think he could mistake me for Crilley. 
He had a white smrt on. He was dressed the way he is dressed now, or else he had a brown suit on 
10135. Tou had your working clothes on ? Tes.
10136. lou were put to all this trouble and expense, and the humiliation of being dragged up to that 
Court, and being locked up there until you got bail, and you got nothing out of it? Nothing 
10137. No redress at all ? None whatever. 5'
10137i. It is one of the pleasures of citizenship.
10138 Mr Bull.'] And notwithstanding that this case was heard on the 21st August 1894 you never 
moved m the matter ;—you were satisfied when the case was dismissed ? Was I ? That might be vour 
opinion; that is not mine. & }
i hf6 t0 be insulted bJ men who come here ? I will not be insulted either.
10140. His Worship has exactly the same power with you as he has in any Court, so do not attempt t<
be msolent. Tou were dressed how? In my working clothes, the clothes I work all the week in.

10141. 1 suppose your sleeves were tucked up as farriers’ usually are? Tes, about un to here 
^Indicating .J r
i m ?q- 50W WM Cfi.lleT dressed ?dn a brown suit and a white shirt on, to the best of my opinion, and a cap 

v Werr? ,? s^eves/ They were down. His shirt-sleeves were buttoned round here to the bes
ot my belief. ^Indicating his wrists.~\
10144 Did you hear Mr. Crilley at Eedfern swear that he had no blood on bis hands or arms ? I nevei 
heard him utter those words ; I do not think so. '
10145. Do you remember him being asked whether he had any blood on him ? I would not like to sat 
anything about that. I am not sure whether he was asked that question or not J
10!46 There wouid be no harm in teHing you that he swore at the Police Court that he had not any
1 m hp ^ W “f ? +Vtry mely he htd I[0t' He never got in a Position to get any on him
10147. it he says he had blood up to his elbows on both arms to-day what do vou say to that? I cannol
say anything about that. ' * j •
10148. Would that statement be true ? It might be. I am only swearing to the best of my belief ir 
regard to that question you asked me: 3

■I0U1dld not qoa’ify it: ^ any way. I read you first what Mr. Crilley said ? I did not remembei 
Mr. Crilley being asked that question.
10150. He has already sworn it on his deposition ? Perhaps he may have.
101.5,1- y11’y°u explain to his Worship why you have a doubt that there was blood up to his elbows ? 1 
said to the best of my belief. I will not bind myself down to anything.
10152. Tou would not like to swear that he had no blood on him at all ? I would not 
10153. Who was it heated the irons ? That I cannot say. ’
10154. Try and remember ? I cannot. I was doing my work. I was shoeing two horses. I was workiiif 
m that corner [poznhng], and the operation was going on with Mr. Crilley and his men here, in about thi-

Mndp •T?8 d°W? ln tdai corner ^.oemg two horses, and the fire was at this end. Now howcoulc 
I watch Mr. Crilley performing the operation ? 10155

* 2—2 K '

M. Madigan. 

22 Nov., 1897.
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H. Madigan. 10155. Mr. Abigail^] You did not even hold the horse P I held the horse when I was putting the shoe on.
' A~'' ' 10156. But not while the operation was beiug performed ? No.

22 Nov., 1897 10157. Mr. 13ull.~] You did nothing to the horse at all ? No, no more than fastening the shoe after the 
operation was performed ; being late in the evening, I could not shoe it.
10158. You did fasten the shoe on ? I did. _ .
10159. "Will you explain why the place was shut up ? On account of the operation being performed, and 
the children being there.
10160. Was not this place absolutely shut up, closed, so that people from the outside could not see what 
was going on unless they were inquisitive ? Certainly not. They could see all round by peeping through 
the cracks and windows. There are any amount of windows to look through. _
10161. But the shed itself was closed ? I usually do close the door when there is anything rough going 
on, on account of the children going round.
10162. Anything rough going on ? Yes ; shoeing young horses, or anything like that.
10163. How long have you known Crilley ? I have been intimate with Mr. Crilley about four years and 
eight months.
10164. I suppose you are what would be recognised, not only as an ordinary horse-shoer, but as a 
farrier ? I do a little that way.
10165. In fact, whether you have that ability or not, you all practice it to some extent ? Yes.
10166. If I sent in my horse with lampass you would burn them out r No.
10167. Have you never burned the lampass out of a horse ? I have done.
10168. You know that that was the old idea ? Yes, it was the old idea.
10169. When you were a lad serving your apprenticeship it was done in the forge where you served your 
apprenticeship ? Yes.
10170. How many operations have you seen Crilley perform on horses ? Two or three.
10171. Will you name any circumstance when you saw him operating in your forge before ? He had not 
operated in my forge before.
10172. Do you do his shoeing P I do.
10173. And you act as his farrier when the necessity arises ? Exactly.
10174. Do you know Mr. Green, the farrier P He is a veterinary surgeon.
10175. Do you know him? I did know him when he was alive.
10176. He is since dead, I hear ? Yes.

Senior-constable William Edward Quelch was recalled :—
Senior- 10177. Mr. Bull?] Do you remember being in the vicinity of a forge occupied by and 

constable Mr. Madigan ? Yes. .
W.E. Quelch. q0178. j)0 you remember what day that was ? It was on the 18th day of August, 1894.
22No7l897 ^ie afternoon I paraded for duty. I went over on the Baptist Estate, in the opposite direction altogether.

■’ '"I worked the first two hours in that portion of the district.
10179. Mr. Abigail?] What do we want that for ? I went over Abercrombie-street way between 4 and 

. half past. I arrived along Baglan-street about a quarter past 4.
L0180. Mr. Bull.] Tell us what you saw ? When I got near to the forge—going towards it—I saw that 
the forge door was closed, which is an unusual thing. It is a very large door, I suppose about 12 to 16 
feet long. I heard some little children who were peeping through—there were several of them there who 
had just come out of the public school close by—and they were singing out, “ Oh, the cruel man. 
Knowing there was a vacant window in Wolseley lane, just round the corner—[Interrupted.]
10181. A window with no sash in it P Yes ; an open window. I went round the lane ; that put Mr. 
Madigan’s back towards me. I looked in through the window ; I saw a large draught horse. A man was
holding it at the head. It turned out to be an employee named Drake, who gave evidence in the case.
10182. How many persons were in the forge ? Three.
10183. "Was this man Crilley one of them? No. I stood there for two or three minutes seeing what was done. 
10184. "What was being done ? Madigan had a hot iron. He had red-hot the iron in the forge. Then 
he would burn the horse’s hind hoof, near to the foot. When the iron would be cold, he would put the 
iron in the fire again, and would heat it again, and would burn it again until the iron got cold. The foot 
was bleeding very freel}', and Madigan’s arms were all over blood—all up the arm. The horse was kicking, 
and shaking, and holding its foot up. I went round to the gate then, and I could not get in. Presently 
the gate was opened, and the man Drake was going to bring the horse out.
10185. Leading it out? Leading it out. When he got it out on the footpath I stopped him, and asked 
him what was the matter. He said, “ Nothing, boss ; only having a shoe fastened on.” The only shoe 
that was touched was a couple of new nails put in one of the front feet. The shoe was not off, but a
couple of nails were put in only. ^ . •
10186. And nothing was done in farriering or shoeing to either of the horse’s hind feet ? Nothing at all 
They were all good shoes on the horse. 1 said, “As there is nothing wrong, what are you treating the 
horse in that way for with the irons r” and then he tried to back the horse into the forge again. I said, 
“ Oh, no ; keep it here.” I collared hold of the horse myself then. I said to the farrier, Madigan, “ I 
want to speak to you.” I asked him what was wrong with the horse, and, to the best of my memory, he 
replied the same as Drake did. I said, “ If you say there is nothing wrong with the horse, and have only 
put a couple of nails in, come to the station with me.” I took him up to the station, and just as I was 
coming away down came running Crilley to me, and wanted to know' what I was going to do with the 
horse.
10187. Was that the first you saw' of Crilley ? That was the first I saw of Crilley. .
10188. How was he dressed then ? Similar cut of clothes he has now. He always wears that cut of 
clothes, but it was a brown suit of clothes, and skull-cap on. _
10189. Had he all his clothes on ? Yes, white shirt, and coat, and everything else. He came running 
down and asked me what he was going to do, and I told him that I was going to take the horse to the 
station and the farrier too. He'followed us up to the station, and at the station I called Sergeant Vane 
out. The horse’s leg was then bleeding freely, and he was holding it up as if in pain, and shaking. 
Madigan was charged ; but Crilley said something to the effect that if anyone was to blame it was he for 
sending the horse down.
10190. Mis Worship.] Was the shoe on the foot then? Yes ; all the shoes were on the horse. But 
Madigan was then charged, and the horse was taken to the police depot for care. On the case coming

before
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before the Court, evidence was given by Crilley, Madigan, and Drake, and the veterinary surgeon. After Senior-
the veterinary surgeon bad given his evidence, there was a question put to the veterinary surgeon whether 
his evidence was not questioned by a certain magistrate at one of the other Courts. I forget the answer ■ ' ' 
that took place. After that the magistrate said, “ Well, I must dismiss the case, as we have professional 227ov 189?. 
evidence here ” ; but he used some words to the effect that it was pretty clear that the horse was cruelly ’ ' '
treated, but he could do no other but dismiss the case. He had his own opinion about it.
10191. I understood you to say that when yoti saw the horse first there was no shoe on that foot ? No ; ‘ 
there were only two nails in one of the front shoes. The shoe was intact, but loose, and a couple of new 
nails were put in.
10192. Tou still hold to your statement that Madigan was the man operating? Madigan.
10193. Mr. Abigail?^ Tour Worship sees that when Crilley went away Quelch came up and saw Madigan 
putting the front shoe on.
10194. Mr. Bull.'] Did you hear Crilley in the box? Tes.
10195. Do you remember his being asked whether he had any blood on him ? Tes.
10196. What was his answer ? No.
10197. Has he ever given such evidence as he gave here to-day—that he had blood up to his elbows ?
Never in his life. The evidence was that he was fully dressed, as he was to-day.
10198. Mr. Abigail.] My friend asked the witness this question, “ Was Crilley dressed ? ” and the answer 
was, “ Oh yes, when he came down to bail these men out he had all his clothes on.” That was after the 
operation.
10199. His Worship.] I must go by the evidence given at the time of the case.
10200. Witness.] Crilley followed us right to the station, and he also swore that he saw me at the corner 
of Codrington-street and Darlington-road. I was never within a hundred yards on that day.
10201. Mr. Bull.] And he swore before the magistrate then that he had no blood on his arms, and that 
he was as fully dressed then as he was at the time in the witness-box.
10202. Mr. Abigail?^ Now, is not this a fact that Crilley came out of the forge and met you, as he says, 
at the corner of liaglan-street and near Baglan-street, about 42 yards away from the forge, and that you 
were then walking up to the forge, and then when you got up there you looked through these two points 
of vantage, and finding that you could not see enough at the first point you went round to this window, ‘
and that then you saw a man with his back turned to you and you immediately thought it must be 
Madigan, because it was Madigan’s forge; and you saw then, not Madigan performing the operation, but 
putting a shoe on, and you immediately jumped to the conclusion that it must have been Madigan who 
did it, from first to last ? I do not jump to any conclusions at all. I say I was not at the corner of 
Codrington-street and Darlington-road that day; that I did not see Mr. Crilley come out of the forge, 
and he was not in the forge.
10203.-Did you know him before ? Tears before.
10204. Will you swear that what he swore on that occasion and here was a tissue of lies ? Tes.
10205.' And the same with Madigan? Tes.
10206. And the same with Drake ? Drake has not sworn here to-day. _
10207. We have his depositions here;—do not-undertake too much ? I am not undertaking too much 
at all.
10208. Won’t you swear that what Madigan and Drake swore was a tissue of lies ? Tes.
10209. And the only person who swore truly was you? I say I saw Madigan performing an operation 
and Crilley was not there.
10210. Will you not admit the peculiarity—that whenever you are cornered by incriminating witnesses 
you call them perjurers. Tou say they are all liars and perjurers and you are the only truthful man.
10211. His Worship^] Tou cannot expect him to admit that the incriminating evidence is true. ■
10212. Mr. Abiqa.il.] Why does he not admit that he might have made a mistake. Would not that go 
further with your Worship and with everybody if the man would make that admission. This is an 
instance of how “strong” this man is, to use Mr. Levien’s peculiar term. To the Witness: Now, as a 
matter of fact, you went up there and heard these children talking and made inquiries from the children ?
I did not speak to a child.
10213. Did not you find out from the children that some naughty man had been burning a horse’s foot ?
No ; certainly not. What I swear I saw-----  [Interrupted^ ‘
10214. Will you swear that Crilley was not there ? He was not.
10215. Does not that again go to show that you went up there after the operation, and after he went for 
the oil, and that you saw Madigan putting the loose shoe on? Crilley was not there the whole time I 
■was there, until I was taking the horse away. -
10216. When you were cross-examined by Mr. Moffitt, who appeared for Madigan, you said this, “ The 
accused never said ‘ I did not do it.’ ” ? No. '
10217. Tou have heard him swear he did ? I have heard him swear it, ves.
10218. Then you were asked and said, “ I never asked who did it ” ? No ; of course I did not.
10219. But after that, in answer to the police, you contradict your evidence in cross-examination by Mr. 
Moffatt, and you said, “ I enquired who did it to see was it necessary.” Which is the more likely thing ? 
I asked Drake.
10220. Tou first said, “ I never asked who did it; ” and then you say, “ I inquired who did it to 
it necessary.” Now, which of the two statements, in direct opposition of each other, is true?
Drake.
10221. Which of the two is true ? They are both true.
10222. Tou see you will admit that you can never make a mistake. ? They are both true.
10223. Are you playing with me—are you trying to be funny ; How can they both be true; 
these two directly contradictory statements be true. “I enquired who did it”;—is not that asking who 
did it ? I say I spoke to Drake after they saw what I had seen, and they denied it; then I asked 
Drake.

see was 
I asked

-how can

10224. Is not that a direct contradiction of the first statement you made? I cannot say it is a direct 
.contradiction.
10225. Hirst you say you never did it, and then you say you did ;—you cannot see that that is a contra
diction? No.
10226. Mr. Bull.] Tou say that you saw what you describe, and then when each of them denied what you 
had seen, you asked Drake ? I saw it before they had ever opened the gate to come out.
10227. Mr. Abigail.] Tou say you saw Madigan’s back turned towards you ? Tes. 10218.
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10228. And yet you say you saw him take a red-hot iron and burn off the fetlock ? Tes. .
10229. Will you swear that they were burning the fetlock ? I will swear they were burning the hoofs.
10230. You have said here, “ I looked through that and saw the accused with a red-hot iron burning the 
fetlock off” ? I say that it was not the fetlock—it was pretty close to it.
10231. You see, “Burning the fetlock off,” you would get the whole leg off? The fungus fills up the
gap there.

' 10232. If you burn the fetlock off, what part of the hoof would be left;—would not the hoof drop to the 
ground if you burned it off ? If you burned it off. I think if you will go down further you will see that 
I swore I did not know much about horses.
10233. You know much about what you swore ? Yes.
10231. You were swearing to something which you swore positively occurred.
10235. J£is Worship^] Quelch has been a sailor, and could not know much about a horse.

Witness.] The burning caused a lot of smoke, and you could not exactly see what was burned at
the time. pip ,
10236. Mr. Abigail.] You also swear this: “ No shoes were put on the horse. The shoe of the foot which
was burnt was not touched ” ? Yes.
10237. Now did you swear that all the shoes were on ? I did.
10238. Now tell me how it was possible to perform this operation without taking the shoe off ? Easily. 
10239. Do you not know that that is always done? No. _
10240. Because then, if the horse kicks out, well, he kicks with less force than if he had his shoe on? 
No, I do not think the horse could kick out when the operation was being done, because one leg was up, 
being held well with Madigan, and if he had kicked out with the other foot down would go the horse. 
10241. How could he hold the hoof up and perform the operation at the same time ? He was holding it 
up similar to farrying the horse. He had it up on his knee. _
10242. You were looking through something, not a keyhole, something intended for a sash ? Yes.
10243. You see there is a fatal attraction on your part to anything in the nature of a keyhole, or any
thing in the nature of a hole in the wall ? Tou seem to think so.
10244. “ Somerset Hotel,” a keyhole. Pogson’s lock, again a keyhole. Then there is this other case of 
the “ Salutation Hotel,” the corner of the window ; and now there is this again, the bit near the window 
which was intended for the sash.
10245. His Worship.] I suppose, as a matter of fact, you get your information the best way you can ? 
Yes.
10246. You are not particular how you get it ? No.
10247. Mr. Abigail.] That is about the only time you have ever been candid. You do not care how you 
get your information ? No. ...
10248. You will also swear to it no matter how you get it ? If anybody gives me information, I-always 
like to see that it is correct before I move in it. _
10249. Do vou remember giving evidence in that case the other day where the attorney objected to the 
evidence because it was after you had asked for a confession, and you said, “ Oh, but your Worship, I 
asked this before, and he said this before I asked for a-confession ” ? I think you have got hold of the 
wrong end of it. ,
10250. You know you have the reputation of going pretty strong when you are in the box ? I have got 
the reputation of being pretty firm and showing no quarter to anybody. I believe in putting the case 
forward as much as I can. ... . . . ,
10251. You know, do you not, that promotion follows your activity in getting convictions ? No ; I do not 
know that at all.
10252. You know it has a greal deal to do with it ? No ; I do not know that at all. I do not consider 
for the manner in which I have done my duty, and the length of service, I am a bit too far advanced. 
10253. Not in the matter of giving evklence? No; not in evidence, rank I hold, or anything else. There 
are plenty of men in the Police Force the same rank as I w'ho have not done the same work as I have. As 
long as it is my duty I do my duty.
10254. You swear up to it ? I do my duty as to what I see.

William Stauger Kelk, deposition clerk, Eedfern and Newtown Police Courts, was called and sworn:—
10255. Ilis Worship.] What is your name ? William Stanger Kelk.

^ ____ 10256. What are you ? Deposition clerk at Eedfern and Newtown.
22 Nor., 1897. 10257. Mr. Bull.] Do you remember a case tried before Mr. Delohery, at Eedfern, 20th August, 1894— 

are these your depositions—perhaps you will remember the circumstances;—were these depositions 
written by you ? Yes. _

Do you remember any of the circumstances of the case? Slightly, I do.
What is your recollection ? I do not know.
A man named Madigan was charged with cruelty to a horse? Yes; some alleged operation I

W. S. Kelk.

10258.
10259.
10260.
think.
10261.
10262.

Burning the horse’s heel or fetlock ? Yes.
_____ Evidence was adduced according to these depositions to show that it was somebody else, not
Madigan, but Crilley, and veterinary evidence was called to show that no matter who performed the 
operation it was a lawful operation and a necessary one;—do you remember that ? To that effect.
10263. That is the funny part of it. Would you just look at Mr. Green’s evidence there. You see there 
that Mr. Green swears that cauterising a fetlock with a fungus growth would be the proper treatment? 
Yes, “ right process.”
10264. Do you remember the case being dismissed ? Well, I do now.
10265. The matter has come to your recollection ? Yes, it has, certainly.
10266. His Worship.] Mr. Delohery officiated ? Yes ; that is so.
10267. Mr. Abigail.] Your memory has been refreshed on this recently—in fact, no later than a few 
minutes ago by young Mr. Bull ? No.
1026S. Did not young Mr. Bull go outside and see you and tell you why you were going to be called? 
No ; he told me the name of the case, I think.
10269. Did he tell you what it was about ? No.
10270. No conversation at all about it—about the case ? I do not know, 
of witnesses.

There was as to the number 
10271.
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10271. Did not young Mr. Bull go outside and see you, and remain out with you fully ten minutes ? 
no ; I stood with him at the time. '
10272. Mr. Did you see Mr. Trevor Jones outside? Tes.
10273. Was not my son in conversation with him most of the time? A good deal of the time.
10274!. Mr. Abigail.'] And with you too ? I think we were talking about cricket a good deal.
10275. At any rate, your memory was somewhat refreshed? I would have refused to have allowed my 
memory to be refreshed in the matter.
10276. Mr. Bull.] I suppose the conversation was a mere cursory one? Tes.
10277. Tou know my son? Tes.
10278. Tou are cricketers together? Tes; if I had anything wrong to say to Mr. Bull I would not have 
said it with that door open.
10279. With regard to this circumstance, I would not offend you, or offer an insult, by saying anything 
about ittell us what your recollection of the matter is ? I remember that expert evidence was called 
for the defence. I certainly can remember that fact.
10280. Do you remember anything said by the Magistrate at the time of dismissal? I can give my 
impressions of what was said.
10281. Mr. Abigail.] I object to that.
10282. Mr. Bull.] Is this your belief ? Certainly. . '
10283. Mr. Abigail.] I object to it.
10284. Mr. Bull.] I press it.
10285. His Worship.] Do you recollect whether, in the course of inquiry, any doubt was thrown upon the 
identity of the person charged in Quelch’s evidence? Not by the Court.
10286. Before the Court, in Quelch’s evidence ? A witness gave evidence to the effect that the man 
alleged to have done this was not the man who did it; but beyond that, nothing.
10287. His Worship.] That was a question before the Court—the question of identity was a question 
before the Court ? IJndoubtedly.
10288. Mr. Bull.] Was not the case dismissed, as you say, on the veterinary evidence? Undoubtedly. 
10289. That the operation was a lawful one ? Tes; there is no doubt about that. Of course, in the 
ordinary way I cannot read a Magistrate’s mind, but I was certainly under the impression something was 
said to make me believe that it was on the expert evidence.
10290. Mr. Abigail.] And not on the question of identity ? No.
10291. His Worship.] Cannot you recollect;—the Court expressed no opinion as to the question of 
identity? No ; the expert witness gave evidence, and then the case closed summarily on his evidence. I 
suppose----- [Interrupted.]
10292. Mr Abigail.] I would like Mr. Kelk to read the depositions.
10293. His Worship.] Please read Mr. Madigan’s evidence ? “ This deponent Michael Madigan, on
oath, states as follows:—I am a farrier. On 18th instant I never operated on the horse. He had
greasy heels and a fungus growth called ‘ stones.’ The proper process is searing. I think it less painful 
in the long run to operate. The horse is working now. The blood on my hand got on through my
fastening a loose shoe. I swear I never performed the operation. I am proprietor of the farriery.
Crilley was the man who did the operation. He performed it carefully and skilfully.—Michael 
Madigan.” [Exhibit. 43.]-
10294. Then the question was raised ? Tes ; and whatever doubt there was was overcome by the expert 
evidence. It was a side issue.
10295. Mr. Abigail.] Do I understand you to say that undoubtedly this question of identity as to who 
performed the operation was in contest—in issue—in the case, but then this other question as to the 
lawfulness of the operation cropped up, and the Magistrate decided on that, and left the question of 
identity perfectly open? The question of identity must have been at issue, when the witness swore that 
he did not perform the operation. He must take cognisance of it.
10296. His Worship.] Then the Court expressed no opinion on the point at all ? No.
10297. Mr. Abigail.] How long have you been taking depositions ? About eight years.
10298. And I think everybody will give you credit for the correctness of the manner in which you take 
them. Tou cannot carry in your recollection all that a Magistrate says in dismissing a case, can you ? 
No; certainly not.
10299. Although I dare say certain cases in which certain police officers are concerned do imprint their 
incidents on your mind more than other cases ? Undoubtedly.
10300. Particularly in cases in which certain police officers give evidence. Por instance, do you remember 
a case against a publican when Quelch was prosecuting, and the attorney defending objected to certain 
evidence which Quelch was giving on the grounds that it was inadmissible, it having been extracted from 
the accused as a confession and on a certain promise, and that Quelch immediately, when he saw the 
point, antedated the evidence to give it strength ? Did you ask me whether.I remembered a conversation 
connected with it ?
10301. The case ? I do remember the case.
10302. Now, what was it? I do not know the name of the case. I remember a very trivial matter that 
impressed itself on me for the moment.
10303. "What was it ? It was something to do with a man leaving the hotel with liquor. I think he was 
the son of the licensee, and Senior-constable Quelch gave evidence that he had seen him leave the hotel 
with the liquor, and that he accosted the man and told him that he had better come back to the hotel. 
Well then the defendant made some remark, which Senior-constable Quelch was about to give in evidence, 
and the lawyer certainly did stop it and objected to its inadmissibleness. Of course they explained that 
the conversation that the man gave was said before he said he had better come back to the hotel.
10304. Although he at first put it vice versa ? Tes, he did ; and I certainly for the moment thought 
“ Well, it is rather strange” ; in fact, it was some remark the lawyer made that impressed it on my mind. 
Really, it is a very trivial matter.
10305. We have heard from a practising solicitor in that Court that Quelch has a habit of going it 
strongly; in fact, he unduly presses his case;—is that your view as deposition clerk ? Prom the 
defendant’s point of view he does.
10306. Prom your point of view as deposition clerk, you are independent, what is your experience ? 
Well, I must say whatever else he is, he is a most energetic officer. There is no doubt about that.
10307. Does he unduly press his cases ? I could not answer that question ; I do not know the facts.

• 10308.

Oh, W. S. Kelk. 

22 Nov., 1897.
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W. S. Kelk. 10308. From your own experience in the Court, and the observations which fall from the Magistrates at 
\ times, is it not so ;—has he not got the reputation of unduly pressing his cases ? It is a very hard 

22 Nov., 1897. qUeat;0n.
10309. Mis Worship^] He is a man very positive in his evidence P He is, decidedly.
10310. Mr. Abigail?^ Without being offensive to you, he swears up ? He has the reputation of swearing 
up ? Swearing up to the truth or beyond it ?
10311. Swearing up to a conviction ? Well, possibly. I do not believe the man is a liar, if you want to 
know that.
10312. Mr. Abigail.^ I did not ask you that.
10313. Mis Worship J] He is an uncompromising witness in the'box ? IJndoubtedly.
10314. Mr. He does not give much away ? No ; he would make a good tradesman. I mean that
he would attend to his business.
10315. Mr. Abigail^ Do I understand that you would give him a good certificate of character ? I am 
appearing in quite a new role in this matter.
10316. Mr. Bull.'] What do you think ? Ido not object ? I could certainly not give him a certificate 
of bad character.
10317. Mr. Abigail.] Is not that like a constable answering the question “Was he drunk or sober ?” with 
“ Well, he was not very sober” ? Are you prepared to give him a certificate of good character? I do 
not think he is as keen on his cases as you are on yours.
.10318. That is not the way to put it;—are you prepared to give him a certificate of good character ? 
Well, I have heard lots of things ywo. and con.
10319. What is your own experience of his general conduct and reputation as a police officer ? It would 
depend upon whose point of view you looked at it from. •
10320. From your own point of view ? He is a nuisance to me, he brings me so many cases.
10321. Mis Worship.] He is an active and energetic officer ? Undoubtedly.
10322. Mr Abigail.] Do you know that there is no officer attached to that Eedfern police division who so 
often comes in for abuse on the part of defending attorneys or for observations from the Bench for the 
conduct of his cases there? If you will let me answer in my own way I will certainly answer you. 
G-ranting that defendant’s lawyers almost invariably do abuse police witnesses, I may admit that they 
perhaps abuse Quelch more than the ordinary. _
10323. What about the observations from the Bench;—have not you yourself heard observations from 
the Bench ? Tou mean derogatory observations, do you not ?
10324. Mr. Bull.] That is what my friend wants. '
10325. Mr. Abigail.] I want the truth ? I would not like to say I have, as to the truth of his evidence ; 
I have, as to the manner of giving it. His mannerisms may jar.
10326. Do you know anything about the Eedfern police ;—is not there a considerable amount of 
disorganisation there ? I think a terrible lot.
10327. And no doubt about it ? No doubt about it.
10328. And does it not arise out of the alleged favouritism by Superintendent Lawless of Quelch and 
Dukes ? [Witness did not answer.]
10329. Does not this ill-feeling arise, from what you have heard and seen, from an alleged favouritism on 
the part of Inspector Lawless towards Quelch and Dukes ? [ Witness did not answer.] .
10330. Is it not alleged that the Inspector unduly favours Quelch and Dukes ? I certainly have heard 

• allegations to that effect. _
10331. Have you ever heard that the ill-feeling arose from any sectarian grounds, except what you might 
have heard Mr. Lawless say ? I certainly have not. _ _
10332. Do you believe, from your observation and experience, that there is any sectarian ill-feeling or 
bitterness in the Eedfern ranks ? No, not in the ranks, I do not.
10333. Mr Bull.] The very case that Mr. Abigail refers to, in which you say the lawyer took some 
exception with regard to a statement made, was a charge against Mrs. Graham, was it not ? It was a 
case of mother and son.
10334. The boy was seen leaving the house with a bottle of stuff, and two men had preceded him along 
some right-of-way ? Tes.

Michael Madigan was recalled:—
M. Madigan. 10335. Mr. Abigail^] Tou have heard Quelch to-day swear that he saw you ; your back was turned to

------—^ him, while he was peeping through this sash, and that you were holding the horse's leg up ;—is there a
22 Nov., 1897. word of truth in that? It is utterly false.

10336. Were you holding the horse’s leg up ? No.
10337. How was it held up ? It was held up by a rope during the time of the operation.
10338. Mis Worship.] The hind leg? No sir, the front leg.
10339. Tou could not be holding up the front leg and performing the operation, that is impossible.
10340. Mr. Abigail.] Did you hold the leg up with the operation going on? No. No operation could 
be performed with the foot on the ground.
10341. Was the front leg near the window ? Tes.
10342. Tell me this: As a matter of fact, did you, after the case was over, actually go to the extent of 
applying for and getting a copy of the depositions ? I did.
10343. And did you take your solicitor’s advice about a prosecution for perjury ? I did not. I went on 
my own responsibility. I reckoned I had enough witnesses when I had nine at the Court and only three 
called. I asked the Magistrate to hear all the witnesses, as the case would be detrimental to my business, 
and I heard a wrangle here a while ago about the observations the Magistrate made. He said the 
operation was a justifiable and necessary one, and he said people have to go through pain sometimes as 
well as animals. .
10344. Tou were prepared with nine witnesses ;—how many people were in the forge altogether ? About 
the time that Quelch came on the scene ?
10345. How many people at the time the operation was going on ? There were eight or nine, or might 
have been ten. •
10346. Did you have all the witnesses there ? I had them all there-.
10347. Now, tell me, had you, at the Eedfern Court, on the 21st August, 1894, nine witnesses and y ourself 
to prove that it was Crilley and not you who had performed this operation ? Tes sir, that is with the 
veterinary surgeon. 10348.
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10348. Mr. Bull.'] Is it not absolutely certain that the veterinary’s evidence must have closed the case. 
10349. Mr. Abigail.] Did you intend originally to prosecute for perjury ? Yes, and I intend after this 
inquiry.
10350. Mr. Bull: I object to that.
10351. Mr. Abigail.] Why did not you ? I had not the funds then. I have the funds now.
10352. His Worship.] You are rather late in the day ? Mr, Quelch has perjured himself on this inquiry, 
now, if he is on his oath. .
10353. Mr. Bull.] You are on the list of voters P I am.
10354. Mr. Abigail.] Are you in Mr. Dacey’s electorate? No, sir. I went to Mr. Dacey; he never 
came to me.
10355. Mr. Bull.] Do you remember Yane calling upon you lately with regard to your name upon the 
Electoral Roll ? On the Jury List—yes. .
10356. What did you say to him? “ It is no good of your putting me on the Jury List, because I would 
not listen to a policeman’s evidence.”
10357. Didn’t you say this : “ It is no use your putting this on the list, because if a policeman’s case 
came before me I would hang him ”? I beg your pardon, I said if a man’s life depended on a policeman’s 
evidence 1 wouid not listen to the police.
10358. Did you give your reason then ? I did.
10359. What was it ? On account of the way in which I heard Quelch swear.
10360. You have a good opinion of Yane ? I believe he is a gentleman.
10361. But if he came before you in a case, giving evidence, you see what that brings you to ;—you have 
not a good opinion of the police ? How can I have ? "
10362. Mr. Abigail.] Your experience of Quelch would not allow you? Certainly not. There are 
gentlemen among the police, I admit, but how are you going to find them ?
10363. Mr. Bull.] You have been before the Court before ? Yes.
10364. Were they all dismissed? Not all dismissed.
10365. I suppose the policeman in that case swore a lie ? Yes. .
10366. Mr. Abigail.] You were only a witness before ? Yes.
10367. Mr. Bull.] What was the policeman’s name in that case ? Mr. Snooshaw ; he was a country 
gentleman, up in the northern district.
10368. Mr. Abigail.] He has been in trouble for perjury ? Something like that. I have seen it in the 
papers lately. ,

M

22

Constable James Christison, recalled :— '
10369. Mr. Abigail.] I want to know are you a Homan Catholic or a Protestant? I am a Protestant— 
Presbyterian.
10370. Do you know of any sectarian ill-feeling in the ranks at Eedfern ? Not to my knowledge.
10371. Particularly in connection with this inquiry ? No.
10372. Mr. Bull: This is not a charge. If there is anything in this it is likely to introduce sectarian ill- 
feeling now. .
10373. His Worship : This does not relate to any specific charge. .
10374. Mr. Abigail: It has gone on the depositions from no less a person in this inquiry than the very 
Inspector of the division to which Quelch is attached, and of which Quelch is the alleged favourite. If 
that is allowed to go on the depositions, while it will not influence your Worship, it is a permanent 
record, and it is a record of the very blackest kind that could posssibly be recorded; besides, if it is 
allowed to go unchallenged and it is untrue, it will not earn, as it should earn, as I said the other day, 
the reprobation of every honest and honorable man.
10375. Mr. Bull: It was a mere matter of opinion by Mr. Lawless. ■

■ 10376. Mr. Abigail: He distinctly and positively swore before he left the witness-box that this was simply 
a sectarian inquiry, and then I immediately asked him in cross-examination whether Constable So-and-so was 
a Protestant, or an Orangeman, or a Boman Catholic, and your Worship remembers that when I was asking 
him questions, and assuring him that the witnesses were Protestants, he said, “ Oh, I do not know,” but 
where he could strain it and say, “ Oh, I think they are Catholics,” he did so. I think these men should 
be allowed to state what their religion is, simply to show how little justification there is for their Inspector’s 
observation-.
10377. His Worship: I do not believe that the question of religion has affected the evidence in any way. 
10378. Mr. Abigail.- There is one other matter that I am instructed to point out, and that is this, that 
serious complaints have been made that Quelch should have been allowed free access to these defaulter’s 
sheets, and have been allowed the right to copy them out, instead of their being kept in proper custody 
all the while, and their being called for from proper custody when required, and that only goes to show 
that there has been undue favouritism. '
10379. Mr. Bull: I have never recognised, from first to last, in any instructions of mine from Quelch 
that there has been any sectarian feeling. I have never raised the question, and I have never had 
instructions to raise it, and I have never dreamt that there was any such thing. With regard to what 
my friend has said about the defaulters’ sheets, I might tell my friend that Quelch has assisted this 
Commission greatly, and saved this Commission a great deal of trouble. No other man in the police 
station at Bedfern could have assisted the Commission so much.
10380. Mr. Abigail: I think there is one duty, and a very pleasant duty, which I have now to perform, 
and that is to thank your Worship for the way in which you have heard this case, and the indulgence you 
have given us. In the heat of the case there may been little unpleasantnesses, but no w it is over I have to 
thank your Worship.
10381. His Worship : I am afraid I have been a little impatient myself now and then.
10382. Mr. Abigail: I must also thank the shorthand-writer, Mr. G-arlick, for the way in which he has 
helped us in the inquiry. He has not stuck us up once, although we have put him to the severest test, 
and have given him an immense amount of work to do. He has shown himself to be a writer of the 
highest ability.
10383. Mr. Bull: I cordially endorse Mr. Abigail’s remarks about both of you gentlemen.
10384. His Worship: I thoroughly agree with what you say, and hope that there will be some more 
substantial acknowledgment of Mr. Garlick’s services.

[At 4'45 p.m. the Commission adjourned sine die.]
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Exhibit No. 1.—Part a.
Joseph Briill, “ Somerset Hotel,” Bedfern.—Complaint against Senior-constable Quelch.

New South Wales, to wit. 
Metropolitan 

Licensing District.

Information.

45 Vic. No. 14, Sec. 63.

Be it remembered, that on this 8th day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety-four, at 
Redfern, in the Colony of New South Wales, Edmund Lawless, a Sub-Inspector under the Licensing Acts of 1882-3, informs 
me, the undersigned, one of Her Majesty’s Justices duly assigned to keep the Peace of our Lady the Queen in and for the 
Colony of New South Wales,—that on Sunday the 7th day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-four, one Joseph Briill, being the holder of a publican’s license for the premises known as the ‘‘Somerset Hotel,” 
situate at Pitt-street, Redfern, in the district of Redfern, in the said Colony, and within the Metropolitan Licensing District, 
did at ten minutes past 1 of the clock in the forenoon of the date last aforesaid, permit liquor to be drunk on his said 
licensed premises by persons who were not travellers nor bond fide lodgers, nor inmates drinking such liquors at a part other 
than the public bar of such licensed premises, contrary to the Act in such case made and provided ; whereupon the said 
Edmund Lawless prays that I, the said Justice, will proceed in the premises according to law. n

Exhibited at Redfern, in the said Colony, on the day'/ EDMUND LAWLESS,
first above written, before me,— j

C. Jesson, Justice of the Peace.

Exhibit No. 1 —Part b.
Summons.

To Joseph Briill, of the District of Redfern, in the Colony of New South Wales.
Whereas information has this day been laid before the undersigned, one of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace in and for 
the said Colony of New South Wales, for that, on Sunday, the 7th day of January, 1894, you, being the holder of a publican’s 
licence for the premises known as the “ Somerset Hotel,” situate at Pitt-street, Redfern, in the district of Redfern, and within 
the Metropolitan Licensing District, did, at ten minutes past 1 of the clock in the forenoon of the date last aforesaid, permit • 
liquor to be drunk by persons on your said licensed premises who were not travellers nor bond fide lodgers nor inmates 
drinking such liquors at a part other than the public bar of sucli licensed premises. These are therefore to command you, in 
Her Majesty’s name, to be and appear on Tuesday, the 16th day of January, 1894, at 10 of the clock at the forenoon, at the 
Police Office, Redfern, in the said Colony, before such Stipendiary Magistrate in and for the Metropolitan Police District in 
the said Colony as may then be there, to answer to the said information, and to be further dealt witli according to law.

Given under my hand and seal, this 8th day of January, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety- 
four, at Redfern, in the said Colony.

C. JESSON, J.P.

Exhibit No. 1—Part c.
Mr. Smith for defence.
Plea—Not guilty.
All formalities admitted.
William Edward Quelch, on oath, states as follows :—I am a senior-constable of police; I remember the 7th instant j I 

was on duty near defendant’s hotel at 12’30 a.m.; I saw his parlour fully lit up ; the hall in Phillip-street was fully lit up, 
and a glimpse of light showing through the bar door; I listened; I heard the voice of a female in the bar; I heard the 
drawing of corks, the rattle of glasses, and the beer-engine working; I went to the Pitt-street parlour door, and looked through 
the key-hole ; it is in a parallel line with a door from the bar into the parlour, also the door leading from the hall into the 
parlour ; the bar door was open ; I saw the female hand some drink into the parlour ; I heard four or five different voices 
in the parlour; I recognised one voice as Constable Swan’s, of Redfern Police Station; I waited watching outside 
until ten minutes past 1 a.m.; I saw two or three rounds of drinks supplied; at ten past 1 o’clock a.m. Swan addressed 
a conversation to the licensee by name; I saw the licensee immediately afterwards ; Swan said, <[ Mr. Briill, I bad better 
be getting home” ; Briill said, “ Don’t go yet, Mr. Swan ; we are not going to bed yet; sit down” ; Swan then stood up 
right abreast of the door that was shut; another round of liquor was supplied by a female; all the glasses except one were 
handed to men sitting at the table ; the glass of beer was handed to Constable Swan, who drank it, and put the glass down as 
it1 on the table ; the bar door was open before the drinks were supplied; Swan remained standing for several minutes longer; 
at 1'30 a.m. Swan and two other men were let out of the side gate in Phillip-street; I went to the side gate and called to the 
person who let them out; he wouldn’t come ; he ran inside; the three men were under the influence of drink ; when Swan 
heard my voice he left his two companions, and hurried in the direction of his home close by; I stopped him near his home ; 
the other men remained at the corner; I said to Swan, ‘‘"Why were you in the hotel at this hour of the morning, drinking, 
and making yourself like this ? you ought to know better, being a constable” ; he made no reply; I said, “I shall report 
you”; Swan was off duty and in plain clothes; when I went back to the hotel I called to defendant; ho had the door opened; 
he was sitting at the table with another gentleman ; the female stood at the door ; I said to Mr. Briill, “ What conduct is 
this, letting these three men out this time in the morning under the influence of drink ? you ought to know better, especially 
as regards Constable Swan ; I shall report the whole matter to my Inspector” ; defendant and the gentlemen begged me to 
let the matter drop ; he said, “Don’t report it this time for the sake of the constable” ; I said, “ I shall do nothing of the 
sort”; I produce a pattern of the keyhole to show the size of my view or extent of it; at 2,20 a.m. I was opposite; 
defendant was on his balcony; two constables were passing; defendant addressed them ; he said, “ Good morning ; look out, 
Quelch is on the other side ; he caught one,” and then his voice dropped; I heard him add, “ and is going to report him.”

To Mr. Smith: I reported Constable Swan for being in the hotel at that hour of the morning; it is a breach of the 
Police Regulations ; I never reported that I looked through the keyhole of the bar door; I wasn’t at the hotel two minutes 
past 12 o’clock ; Swan didn’t see me until he came out; I spoke to him ; Briill, the licensee, asked me not to report the matter 
for the sake of the constable; I accused defendant of supplying liquor after hours ; I didn’t knock at the door; the gentleman 
I saw sitting with Briill wasn’t one of the three w’ho went out; I said nothing to the gentleman sitting with Briill.
Taken and sworn at Redfern, this 16th day^ WILLIAM E. QUELCH.

of January, 1894, before me,—
George H. Smithers, D.S.M.

George
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George Henry Edward, on his oath, states as follows :—X am a constable of police; about 2'20 a.m. oh7th instant I 
was passing the defendant’s .hotel; I stood at the corner; defendant and his wife were on the balcony; he said to me, 
“ Q-ood night! look out, Quelch is on the other side ; he caught one coming out this morning and is going to report him.”

To Mr. Smith: I think I was warned so I would not stand gossiping.
Taken and sworn, at Redfern, this 16th day 1 G-EOB.GE HENRY EDWARDS.

January, 1894, before,— j
Geoege H. Smithees, D.S.M.

Exhibit No. 1—Part d. •

Exhibit No. 1.—Part e.
Herbert William Hind, on his oath, states as follows:—I am a constable of police ; I remember the 7th instant, at 

twenty past 2 o’clock a.m., I was passing the defendant’s hotel; someone on the balcony said, “ Good night! Q.uelch is 
opposite; he caught one coming out and is going to report him” ; I was in uniform and under the light; X had never been in 
the defendant’s hotel; he never said, “ Quelch nearly caught one”; I was only three days in the Force then.
Taken and sworn at Redfern, this 16th day) . HERBERT W. HIND.

of January, 1894, before me,—• j
' Geoege H. Smithees, D.S.M. -

Exhibit No. 1.—Part f.
. . DErENCE.

Joseph Briill, on his oath, states :—I am a hotelkeeper living at “ Somerset Hotel”; I remember the 6th instant; a 
Mr. Cooke visited me from Wagga; he stayed until last Wednesday; Walter Griffith, a friend of ours, stayed there that 
night; Mr. Swan was there; he came in to see Mr. Cooke about 10 p.m.; they are old friends ; Swan had a drink before 11 
o’clock; Griffiths and Cooke came in at 11’30 p.m., and were lodgers; they had a drink and asked Swan to join them; he 
refused; he gave a reason ; I don’t think he got anything at any time; about 12T5 a.m. he went to go; he came back and 
said, “ Senior-constable Quelch is at the corner” ; he waited.; Griffiths went out and came back and returned; he went out 
with Swari; Cooke never left the parlour; no third man could have come out of my place ; my wife would have let the men 
out; about twenty minutes after the men went out, Quelch knocked at the door ; I had it opened; Cooke, my wife, and self 
were present; Quelch said, “Mr. Briill, this is a nice hour to let men out of your house, especially Constable Swan” ; I said, 
“ Don’t be hard on a fellow” ; he went away ; later I sang out to two policemen, “ Good night, look out, Quelch is over there, 
he nearly caught a man coming out of my place ”; Quelch couldn’t see the table from the key-hole; he said nothing to me 
about summoning me; Swan wasn’t drunk when he left, nor any of them.

To Police: Cooke was a bond fide traveller; Griffiths was a friend of ours ; I am particular about who I let in ; I cannot 
say how many drinks Swan had; he had more than one; he was never in my place before, after hours; my wife was serving 
drinks; I swear Swan had no drink after 11 o’clock p.m.; Cooke came from Wagga to-day. ■
Taken and sworn at Redfern, this 16th day") JOSEPH BRIILL.

of January, 1894, before me,— )
Geoege H. Smithees, D.S.M.

Exhibit No. 1.—Part g.
Charles Cooke, on oath, states as follows :—I am a baker, living at Wagga ; I know, defendant; I arrived in Sydney at 

7 p.m. on last Saturday week; I put up at defendant’s; I went out and returned with a friend named Griffiths, who stayed 
all night; when we returned I found Swan there; I had made an appointment with him, but ■was late; he was sober; he 
refused to have a drink at my request; I gave him a cigar from my pocket; he got up to leave about 12T5 a.m.; he came 
back and said, “ Quelch is there, I don’t care to go out”; after he ultimately went, Quelch knocked; he said something 
“ about letting out a constable at that hour” ; I was a lodger; I went to the hotel about 7 p.m.; when we returned we had a 
drink ; Swan, I swear, wouldn’t have one ; I came from Wagga to-day; Swan was quite sober.
Taken and sworn at Redfern, this 16th day l CHARLES COOKE,

of January, 1894, before me,— j
Geoege H. Smithees, D.S.M.

l_Postponed until Thursday next. ]
Redfern, 16th January, 1894. GEORGE H. SMITHEES, D.S.M.

Exhibit No. 1.—Part b.
_ Walter Griffiths, on oath, states as follows :—I am a grocer, living at 49, Cooper-street, Surry Hills,; I remember the 6th 
instant; Mr. Cooke, a friend of mine, came down from Wagga ; I met him in Sydney; we ultimately decided I would go with 
him and stay all night at his hotel; I did so ; I saw Swan there ; Cooke and I had a drink ; Swan was asked, and refused; 
Cooke gave him a cigar ; Briill had a drink with us ; Swan went out, and came back ; he didn’t say why he didn’t go ; Swan 
and I ultimately left; a man was in the lane ; Swan was sober; we walked up the street; Quelch said, “A nice time to be 
coming out of an hotel” ; Swan made no reply ; I left him; ultimately returned to the hotel, and slept there, as decided upon 
early in the evening.

To Mr. Tawless : I met Cooke about 10-30 p.m., I think; I arrived at the hotel at 11-30 p.m.; Cooke called for drinks; 
three were supplied to the landlord, Mr. Cooke, and myself; Cooke asked Swan to drink; Swan refused,and gave some reason, 
which I didn’t catch; we left about ten past 1 o’clock a.m.
Taken and sworn at Redfern, this 18th day l WALTER GRIFFITHS,

of January, 1894, before me,— j ►
Geoege H. Smithees, D.S.M, '

Exhibit No. 1—Part i.
_ William Richard Swan, on his oath, states as follows:—I am a constable of police; on 6th instant I was off from 6 p.m. 

until 10 a.m. next day ; I went to defendant’s hotel in the evening to see Cooke; I met him at 2 p.m., and made an appoint
ment for 10 p.m.; I went there; Cooke came in at 11-30 p.m.; between 10 and 11 o’clock p.m. I had two glasses of ale; 
after 11 o’clock p.m. I had no drink; I stayed as I wanted to see him ; he came in with Griffiths, and asked me for a drink • 
I refused, saying, “ I won’t let anyone say I ever drank in an hotel after 11 p.m.”; I was going out at 12-20; I saw Quelch 
opposite; I thought it would be judicious to wait; I went out at twenty past 1 p.m. with Griffiths; we saw a man come up; 
Quelch came up and spoke to me, saying, “This is a nice thing, Swan, coming out of an hotel at this hour”; he spoke 
in such an angry manner that I would not reply to him, for fear of a quarrel; I was perfectly sober; Cooke gave me a 
cigar; the man that came up when we were outside was not sober.

To Mr. Lawless: I saw Q.uelch opposite about 12'20 a.m.; I looked at my watch; I know of a rule prohibiting a 
constable from frequenting an hotel after hours ; I know of no rule against going there on one occasion to see a friend I had 
not seen for years; I was going on duty, just at 2 p.m., when I first met Cooke; I would be very much surprised to learn 
Quelch was in the station at 12*20 a.m.; he never saw me drinking.
Taken and sworn at Redfern, this 18th day’J ]j_ SWAN

of January, 1894, before me,— ) "
Geobge H. Smithees, D.S.M.

* 2—2 L Margaret
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* Exhibit No. 1—Part j. t ■
Margaret Briill, on oath, states as follows:—I am wife of defendant; I remember the 6th instant; Swan came m 

about 10 p.m.; I cannot remember what drink he had; he had a drink ; Cook was boarding at my place ; he came 111 a 
with Mr. Griffiths; he asked for drinks ; Swan refused to have one; one was not supplied him; it was alter 11 p.m., ® a
no drink subsequently; after 12, midnight, Swan wanted to go ; I cannot say I heard his reason for not going; a 
a.m. he left with Griffiths; no one else went out; the men were both perfectly sober; Q.uelch subsequently anoc e a e 
door; he said, “ This is a nice hour of the night to let people out of your house, especially Constable Swan ; nothing was 
said about a breach of the Act; later in the night I remember my husband saying something. . , ..

To Mr. Lawless : I supplied Swan before 11 p.m. with a drink ; I did not afterwards ; Swan came m to-day to see i 
the magistrate had examined the key-hole; Swan occasionally comes to our place when off duty.
Taken and sworn at Redfern, this 18th day") 

of January, 1894, before me,— )
George H. Smithees, D.S.M.

M. BRULL.

Lawless v. Briill.—Case dismissed. Redfern, 18/1/1894.—George H. Smithees, D.S.M.

Exhibit No. 1—Part k. Q,Redfern Station, 8 January, 1894.
Senior-Constable William E. Quelch respectfully reports Constable William R. Swan, No. 5,363, of this station, for 
being found in the “Somerset Hotel,” Pitt and Phillip Streets, Redfern, between 12*30 and 1*30 a.m. on Sunday, the 7 
instant. . . , , .

The Senior-constable begs to state that at 12*30 on Sunday morning he was^ passing the above hotel, and hearing a 
noise at that hour in the bar and parlour, which ■was lit up, he waited outside and listened, and recognised the yoice o e 
constable inside; he looked through the door keyhole, where be could see the constable with a glass of beer m his han .
There were several other persons inside also, who were supplied with liquor several times. . i* j «t\ n. ¥

At 1*10 a.m. the constable said to the licensee, “ 1 had better be getting 5); the licensee replied, Don go ye f 
Mr. Swan ; we are not going to bed yet; stop a little longer ; sit down.” i_i j *1, +

At 1*30 a.m. the constable and two other men were let out the side gate in Phillip-street; the constable and the wo 
men were under the influence of liquor ; the constable, on hearing the senior-constable’s voice complaining 8^ the gate o e 
inmate of the hotel, hurried away from his companions towards his home. The senior-constable went to the constable and 
asked him why he was in the hotel at such a time in the morning. He was in such a condition he made no reply.

The senior-constable went back to the side door, and called to the licensee; the door was opened by a female, an e 
complained to the licensee of letting the constable and the other men out in such a state and hour in the morning, an 
informed him that he would report the circumstance to his Inspector. . _ - ,

The licensee begged earnestly of the senior-constable not to say anything about the matter for the sake or t e 
constable, who is a married man with a family, and resides near to the hotel, and went off duty at 6 p.m. the previous
evening. . ,1. i-ti. a

The senior-constable could not say how lone the constable had been in the hotel previous to the time stated.
J WILLIAM E. QUELCH,

George Read, Esq., Superintendent. Senior-constable.
Eorwarded to the Superintendent, G. Read, Esq., 8/1/94.—E. Lawless, Inspector.

Exhibit No. 1.—Part 1. „ . OT 1CQ.Redfern Station, 8 January, 1894.
Constable William R. Swan, No. 5,363, respectfully begs to report to the Superintendent re attached report by Senior- 
constable Quelch that he admits leaving the hotel at 1*15 am. on the 7th instant. The constable was about to leave a 
12*15 a.m, when he saw the senior-constable on the opposite side of the street. Knowing what the senior-constable was, t e 
constable did not go out in front of him. The constable went into the hotel at 10 o’clock to meet a friend who arrived t a 
morning from Wagga Wagga, and is staying at the hotel, but liis friend (whose name is Charles Cooke), did. not arrive un i 
11*30 p.m. The constable had not seen Mr. Cooke for over ten years until that night; and the constable thinks it very hard 
that he cannot have some latitude on an occasion like that, especially as Mr. Cooke was a kind friend to the constable smother 
at the time of bis father’s death. The senior-constable states that he saw the constable drinking, and that he came out ot the 
hotel with two others that were drunk. The constable was not drinking, and it was impossible for the senior-constable to see 
any such thing through a keyhole of a door, also that he did not leave the hotel with two others, there only being one ot er 
person, and that other person’s name is Walter Griffiths, a friend of Mr. Cooke’s, and he stayed with Mr. Cooke at the ho el
that night. i a. m. * ki

The senior-constable also states that the constable was drunk, and was unable to answer when spoken to. Ihe constaoie 
did not answer him ; if he had, no doubt there would have been unpleasant words through the rough manner m which the 
senior-constable spoke, and he would have more to add to his now untruthful report. The constable kindly asks the 
Superintendent to cause thorough investigation, as the constable intends to bring before your notice the conduct of the senior- 
constable. WILLIAM R. SWAN,
G. Read, Esq., Superintedent. Constable.

Exhibit No. 1—Part m. .
To the Inspector-General of Police, Sydney. “ Somerset Hotel,” Corner, Phillip and Pitt Streets,

Dcar sirj ' Redfern, 10 January, 1894.
Having been informed that William Swan, Police Constable, of Redfern Division, has been reported for coming 

out of “ Somerset Hotel ” on the morning of the 7th instant, at 1*10 a.m., I wish to place the case before you, as far as 1 know.
I arrived from Wagga Wagga on Saturday morning by the mail train, and went to stay with my friends, Mr. and. Mrs. 

Briill, of the “ Somerset Hotel.” . . .
Having met Constable Swan (an old friend of mine), I promised to meet him after he came off duty, or about

10 o’clock p.m. * . , ttt i i-i -/r u ^ 4-I did not keep my appointment, having, in the meantime, met another friend named Walter Gnmtns, ana we went to
the theatre

I invited Mr. Griffiths to come and stay with me, which he did, and arrived at the hotel at about 11*30 p.m., where 
we met Mr. Swan, who was waiting to see me. .

I asked my friends to have a drink, and Constable Swan refused, saying to me, “ I would not leave myself open, in 
case, at some future date, I might have to proceed against the publican, and I would not.have him say, ‘ You had a drink in 
my hotel after hours.’ ” '

Myself and Griffiths had a drink, which I thought I could have, being a boarder.
Trusting you will give this your favourable consideration,

* I remain, yours respectfully,
CHARLES COOKE,

Mr. Read.—E.F., 11/1/94. -------- Wagga Wagga.
Exhibit No. 1.—Part n.

Police Department, Superintendent’s Office, Metropolitan District,
Memo. . Sydney, 17 August, 1897.

I am unable to recall all the circumstances connected with Constable Swan’s alleged misconduct; but he was off duty at 
the time, and the investigation could not be completed in the absence of material witnesses. I therefore permitted t e 
case to stand over. . . _ , .

Senior-constable Quelch has been about eleven years in the service. Before serving in the General h orce, ne was m 
in the Water Police. He has been efficient, and his conduct has been good. No serious complaint has ever been made 
against him. G* ^EAD,

The Inspector-General of Police. Superintendent^
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Exhibit No. 2—Part a.
J. Briill, “ Somerset Hotel ” Case.

i( Somerset Hotel,” Redfern, 22 January, 1894.
I beg to bring under your notice a case recently tried against me under the Licensing Act, at the Redfern Police Court, the 
information being sworn by Inspector Lawless at the instigation of Senior-constable Quelch, of Redfern, charging me ■with 
allowing liquor to be drunk on my licensed prembes by others than lodgers or bond-jide travellers, his principal evidence being 
having seen drinlts served after hours through a k**y-hole. The case was heard before Mr. Smithers, S.M., and dismissed, 
remarking that the senior-constable had evidently made a mistake. I wish to draw the Inspector-G-enerars attention to the 
deposition of the constable, in which he swore that he was waichiog my place for fully one-and-a-half hour to obtain a case 
against me, which he thought he did, but did not succeed, by giving false and malicious evidence. Is this the constable’s 
duty? and such annoyance I call great injustice.

Since my case was heard, I found out that the constable’s reason for taking proceedings against me was to have a clear 
case of dismissal against Constable Swan, of Redfern Police. For this reason I beg that the Inspector-General will inspect the 
depositions of the constable, and his report against Constable Swan, -which will differ in many points. As I had to attend two 
days the Police Court, I was put to a lot of inconvenience and expense, as I had to bring Mr. Cook from Wagga Wagga down 
as a witness, and especially as I had arrangements made to be an inmate at the Prince Alfred Hospital about ten days ago ; 
and I trust that the Inspector-General may see his way clear for compensation, for the great injustice he received by that 
constable.

I also beg to mention that I am a subject to great annoyance from the constable, as he has circulated a report to 
civilians that he will watch me till he has another case against me, also against Constable Swan ; so I trust that the Inspector- 
General will kindly look fully into this matter. I have, &c., ..

- JOSEPH BRULL.
Referred to Superintendent Read for inquiry and report. I have already expressed my strong disapproval of constables 

acting as eavesdroppers, or spies at key-holes ; the hour-and-a-half could have been more beneficially employed thief-taking. 
Briill has been a constable, and is a very respectable man, and I trust that Mr. Read will see that he is not persecuted. I 
think the senior-constable should pay all expenses, and I doubt his fitness for the rank he holds.—E.F., 29jlJ94. Supt. Read.

Exhibit No. 2—Part b.
Sir, Redfern Station, 24 January, 1894.

JBe attached complaint of Mr. J. Briill, licensee of the u Somerset Hotel,” Pitt-street, Redfern.
Having read the complaint of Mr. Briill, I certainly feel surprised at the statement made that I twore to the informa

tion which he, as an ex-constable, must have known was only an exhibit. With reference to Quelch’s watching his house for an 
hour and a half, the depositions contradict that. Of course I was not aware until after the information had been filed, and 
I had received the report against Constable Swan, how the matter stood. I told Quelch, when he mentioned the fact of the 
keyhole, that having no person to corroborate him I did not believe he would get a conviction. As he was so persistent in the 
matter, I did not consider I had any power to obstruct the Senior-constable io his duty during the hearing of the case. Mr. 
C. Smith, the solicitor for Briill, got possession of a portion of the depositions, and took them out into the yard, and admitted 
to the Magistrate that he had read them to his witnesses who had previously been ordered out of Court, greatly to our 
disadvantage. He was called to account by His Worship, but the mischief had been done. Quelch practically denies that 
he has any ill-feeling as against Constable Swan, or that he ever made any comments to anyone about the defendant.

Mr. Briill has only held the license for about a month or five weeks, and there has been no complaints against the 
house, except the one referred to in this report. . I have, &c.,

. EDMUND LAWLESS,
George Read, Esq., Superintendent. --------- Inspector.

Exhibit No. 2.—Part c.
Memo. Superintendent’s Office, Sydney, 24 January, 1894.

Copy of depositions in the case of Briill herewith forwarded.
Senior-constable Quelch has hut recently been promoted to his present rank. During the nearly seven years he has served 
in my district he has performed his duty to my entire satisfaction, and he is considered a thoroughly trustworthy officer. I 
think it probable hut for the extraordinary proceeding of taking the depositions out of the Court, and reading them to the 
witnesses that the result of the prosecution would have been different, as I am quite satisfied Quelch would not have given 
the evidence he did unless it was true. The principal reason for giving attention to the house was to place himselt in a 
position to deal with Constable Swan, who, instead of taking his rest, was spending his night in a public house. The Senior- 
constable acted very wrongly in taking observations through the keyhole, and he would have acted more judiciously, if he 
thought the circumstances required it, had he procured the assistance of a Sergeant or Licensing Sub-Inspector, and boldly 
demanded admission into the house; but I should be sorry to see him punished for a little excess of zeal, and fear it might 
have the effect of permanently discouraging him. I do not believe he has intimated to anyone that he intends to give special 
attention to Brail's house, and" I have given instructions that he must not be subjected to any exceptional supervision; of 
course if he break the law he will have to suffer. Observing that Constable Swan was becoming somewhat irregular in his 
habits, I gave instructions that he should be closely looked after, as it appeared to me that a constable who was found in a 
public-house between 1 or 2 in the morning was not likely to be in a condition physically to perform his duty efficiently.

GEORGE READ,
The Inspector-General of Police. Superintendent.

Write to Briill in the third person, that the depositions do not show that the Senior-constable was watching the house 
for an hour and a half. The information was not laid by the Inspector, and the claim for compensation is out of the question. 
So long as he observes the law he need not fear interference by the police.

My minute should be read to Senior-constable Quelch. As lie bears such a good character I will take no further 
action.—E.F. Superintendent Read, 25/J/94. The minutes of the Inspector-General and Superintendent have been read 
and explained to Senior-constable Quelch.—E. Lawless, Inspector. George Read, Esq. Superintendent, 25/1/94.

Noted and returned.—G. Reap, Supt., 27/1/94. The I.-G.P.

Exhibit No. 3.

Exhibit
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Exhibit No. 4—Part a.
Sir, Water Police Station, Sydney, 31 January, 1887.

I would respectfully beg'to bring under your notice the insubordinate conduct of Constable Quelch towards me 
on the 29th instant.

I had an occasion on that date to find fault with Constable Quelch and Constable Anderson for wasting two hours 
longer than was necessary in taking a boy to the “Vernon” in the skiff, as it was reported to me by Senior-constable Skinner 
that he informed Constable Quelch to make all haste he could, as the skiff was wanted for other duty. Constable Quelch 
remarked that he should take his time. The abovenamed constable left the station at 9‘30 a.m. on the above date, and 
returned at ten minutes past 1 p.m. I called both men into my office, and asked the reason of the unnecessary delay, as the 
fekifB was required for other duty ; and I remarked to Constable Quelch that he told Senior-constable Skinner that he would 
take his time. Constable Quelch then became insolent in manner and tone, and pointing to Senior-constable Skinner 
said, “ That man there .is not telling the truth.” I reminded Constable Quelch that he was not addressing Senior-constable 
Skinner as he ought to do; but he became so excited that I ordered him out of my office, as his conduct was such that he 
would not listen to any remarks that I had to offer. On leaving the office Constable Quelch stated that he would send an 
application for a transfer to the Metropolitan Police. I then called him back, and told him I would strongly recommend his 
application. On the 31st instant, finding that Constable Quelch did not send in his application fora transfer, I called on him 
for an explanation, when he told me he intended sending in an application to be transferred to the Detective Police. I told 
him I should not recommend him for that position, as I did not consider him fit for it. Constable Quelch then, as is usual in 
manner, became very excitable, and said in an insolent manner that he should send a report to the Inspector-Greneral about 
this matter, and refused to supply me with a report that night, although I told him he could be relieved from duty until he 
had done so. I find Constable Quelch is a most violent-tempered man, always disputing the orders he gets from the senior- 
constables. I consider it would be an advantage to this station if he were removed.

JOHN DONOHOE,
The Water Police Magistrate. Inspector.

244 APPENDIX. ‘

Sergeant Garrick states : I was present at the office on 29th January last, on the occasion when Constables Quelch and 
Anderson were brought in to explain the unnecessary delay in returning from Biioela to the station; Water Police Constable 
Quelch’s conduct and manner then were most excitable, and referred to Senior-constable Skinner, in his presence, as “that 
man,” making other unbecoming remarks ; his conduct was insubordinate in the extreme, and in consequence Mr. Donohoe 
had to order him out of his office; as he was leaving it, he said in an undertone, “ he would thank him if he would recommend 
his transfer .to the Metropolitan Police”; he repeated this a second time, and I drew Mr. Donohoe’s attention to it; Mr. 
Donohoe then called him back, and told him if he sent in the application he would strongly recommend it, which he agreed 
to, and then left the office ; with regard to the paddies and oars at the boat-shed, to which Constable Quelch refers in his first 
report, there is quite a sufficient supply on hand; there were three pairs or sets of paddles there at the time, 10 feet long, 
properly fitted for the skiffs, independently of two pairs of sculls then in a skiff doing duty at Quarantine Station; Water 
Police Constable Quelch left the Water Police Station for Biioela on 29th January at 9*30 a.m., to go to the “ Vernon,” and 
did not return till 10 minutes past 1; I have been in the Water Police force twenty-three years, and I consider that instead 
of the trip in question taking three and a half hours, the time should not have exceeded two hours ; at this time the launch 
was under repair, and the services of the skiff would he urgently required to see the mail-boat “ Iberia” away from Neutral 
Bay at 1 o’clock ; the general conduct of Water Police Constable Quelch, more especially of late, has been unsatisfactory, in 
never, after receiving an order, replying to it, so that I never knew rightly whether he understood that order or not, and have 
had very frequently to call him back to see if he correctly heard it or not; and the senior-constables, Martin, Skinner, and 
Mannion, have similarly complained of this indifference.

Senior-constable Skinner states : Water Police Constable Quelch has been under me for the last year, and during that 
time he has been very insolent to me, more than a dozen times, never replying when given an order; the other day (Saturday) 
I told him to go to the “ Vernon ” with Constable Anderson, and to make all the haste he could as the skiff would be wanted 
immediately after for other duty, to which Water Police Constable Quelch replied “ that he should take his time ” ; he left 
the station at 9’30 and returned about 1 o’clock (three hours and a half), whereas the time ought not to have exceeded two hours; 
on Mr. Inspector Donohoe speaking to Constable Quelch, I heard him say—pointing to me at same time—“ That man there 
is not speaking the truth,” and then turning to Mr. Donohoe, added “ I wish you to give me my transfer to the Metropolitan 
Police,” and this was said in a very insulting tone and manner towards Mr. Donohoe, so much so that Mr. Donohoe had to 
order him to leave his office at once.

Senior-constable Martin Bk&tes •. I have been in the Water Police Force thirty-two years on 26th July; I have been 
associated with Constable Quelch since his appointment, about a year ; I have reason to complain of his conduct generally; 
he docs not obey the orders given him cheerfully—doing everything, as it were, against his will on all occasions; his 
demeanour and disrespect towards those above him, especially to myself, renders it unpleasant to go on duty with him; I 
have cautioned him, on one or two occasions, if he did not alter his manner I should1 have to report him, and latterly he has 
done so ; he is the most disagreeable man I ever did duty with.

Senior-constable Mannion, who has been in Water Police Force for eight years, states : Water Police Constable Quelch 
has been something over a year in the Service ; I have had him on duty under me and have had to give him orders; he never 
obeys cheerfully, never replies when an order is given, and his demeanour is constantly insulting, ignoring my authority, and 
a most unpleasant comrade to be associated with ; I don’t feel comfortable when on duty with him ; I don’t like taking him 
with me unless I am compelled.

Exhibit No. 4.—Part b.
Water Police Station, 1 February, 1887.

Constable W. E. Quelch, No. 5,076, respectfully begs to report to J. M. Marsh, Esq., S.M., through Mr. Inspector Donohoe, 
on the conduct of Senior-constable Skinner, the senior-constable having accused the said constable of having said the following 
words, “That he would take his time.” The constable denies ever having said such words to the senior-constable, or to any 
senior or constable attached to the Water Police Station. The senior-constable has been known to pass the following remark 
at the Central Police Station, whilst waiting at the Superintendent’s office, to Constable Tinsley, “That if every man done his 
duty on our station the same as the above constable done his, there would be no growling between the men.” The constable 
begs to state :—That on Saturday, the 29th of January, the day of the accusation, he was told off in the kitchen by the senior- 
constable to go with Constable Anderson, his senior member, to take a boy to the “Vernon” in the skiff; the said constable 
proceed&d to the boatshed and launched the skifiybut found that there were no sculls belonging to our Department, and only 
some temporary oars that we could get; we were only able to use one of them, and witli a strong sluicing tide against them, 
were not able to do the journey in the hot sun as soon as it could be done if things had been favourable with them; the 
“ Vernon” being reached, and having the sail in the boat, Constable Anderson, in charge of the boat, decided to sail back, 
which meant that we were to beat back the whole of the distance, and being the wrong sort of boat, it meant time, having no 
keel or centreboard. The constables were back at the boatshed at a quarter to 1 p.m., which cohld not have been reached any 
sooner under the same circumstances and heat; had the constables had'the opportunity of getting a tow, they certainly would 
have done so, and would have been back much sooner. On returning to the station, at 1 p.m., the constable-in-chargc was 
remonstrated with as to the length of time we had taken ; nothing whatever was said to the constable, being present and in 
two separate parts of the station, and not one word with reference to the accused constable having said the words before 
leaving; but after dinner the constable was called in Mr. Inspector Donohoe’s office, and was told that he should say the 
words, “that I would take my time,” which the constable most positively denies. The constable begs to state that he has 
always been an honorable and upright man, which is known to the rest of his comrades; and if the constable had uttered such 
words he would have owned to it at once. This is the first time that the constable has ever been found fault with, with 
regard to his duty, having been attached to the Water Police Station thirteen months. The constable, knowing the feeling 
that the senior-constable has towards the constable, which the constable can prove, and give his reasons for the same, the 
constable has had to caution the senior-constable that he should keep his place, and ought to know better to mention such 
things before a young constable. The conduct the constable refers to would have come before J. M. Marsh, Esq., S.M., if the 
report had been gone into the last time the constable reported the senior-constable for threatening the constable; Con
stable M‘Lean would have satisfied His Worship, J. M. Marsh, Esq., S.M., Constable M‘Lean being a witness in the last case. 
The constable was on the station last Thursday when the senior constable came up to the constable and said, “Have you got a

uniform
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uniform jacket” in the most uncivil way. The constable, being in a uniform jumper, replied that he had. The senior constable 
replied, “ G-o and put one on then when you are on the station for duty.” Later on the constable was told off for duty on 
Circular Quay in company with the senior-constable and two other constables. All four left the station together. The 
constable was in the same uniform as the senior-constable, but one of the constables wore the same uniform as the constable 
when he was found fault with, nothing being said to the constable out of uniform the time the constable was found fault 
with. It was raining hard, but the time the constables went to Circular Quay it was line. The constable begs to state if he 
had used the word he has been accused of, the senior-constable would never had let the constable left the station on any 
account before he had acquainted his superior officer; neither would he have left the constable return without having 
mentioned the circumstance to the constable. The constable begs to state that since he gave evidence concerning the damage 
done to one of the skiffs, that the said senior-constable has done nothing else but have a great ill-feeling towards the constable, 
because the constable would not inform the senior-constable how the boat got broken and on whom the blame was attached ; 
but the constable, knowing the facts of the case, and knowing that the constable in fault was trying to screen himself and 

. place the blame on an innocent man’s shoulders, the constable would not inform only his superior, Mr. Inspector Donohoe, 
and the constable that vras innocently blamed with doing the damage to the boat. The constable in fault was doing duty in 
the same boat the same night with the senior-constable. The senior-constable asked the constable more than one occasion 
about the damage, but could not get a reply until the case was brought before His Worship J. M. Marsh, Esq., S.M., which 
proved to turn out as the constable has stated. The constable, being desirous that an investigation be made by his superior, 
Mr. Inspector Donohoe, but the constable seeing none forthcoming, deemed it advisable to report the circumstance to his 
Superintendent, J. M. Marsh, Esq., S M., through Mr. Inspector Donohoe, to the Inspector-General of Police. The constable 
begs to state that he was suspended from duty without cause, and told to resume his duty a quarter of an hour after. 
Twenty-four hours then elapses before the constable is spoken to, when the constable was asked whether he was going to band 
in an application for transfer to the Metropolitan Police Force. The constable replied that be bad no intentions of doing so, 
when the constable was told that if he did not make one and hand it in that his superior, Mr. Inspector Donohoe, would make 
one out and forward it for me. The constable replied that his intentions were to make out a report to the Inspector-General, 
when his (the constable’s) superior, Mr. Inspector Donohoe, replied, “You make out a report to the Inspector-General!” 
The constable was then told by his superior that he was the most saucy man that was ever known, and to go and make out 
my report and not leave the station until the constable had done so. The constable begs to state that he has been commented 
on by His Worship Mr. J. M. Marsh and also by Mr. Inspector Donohoe with reference to the manner in which the constable 
had performed his duty since he had been attached to the station. The constable begs to state that if he desired to be 
transferred he would hand in his transfer if the constable deemed it advisable. The constable begs that this report will have 
cause for inquiry, with the object of proving the constable’s innocence, and begs that the report will have every consideration 
from His Worship J. M. Marsh, Esq., S.M., and Mr. Inspector Donohoe. '

WILLIAM EDWARD QUELCH.

Exhibit No. 4—Part c.
Water Police Station, 2 February, 18S7.

Constable W. E. Quelch, No. 5,076, begs respectfully to state, in answer to the report of Mr. Inspector John Donohoe against 
the constable, of insubordination on the 29th January last:—(1) That he was ordered by S.-C. Skinner to go with Constable 
Anderson to take a boy to the “Vernon.” The constable proceeded with the constable in charge to the boatshed and launched 
the skiff, the wharf being left at 10 a.m., the constables pulling one oar each, and being a strong tide against them could not 
gain so much headway, if they had been supplied with the proper service sculls the same as every department under the 
Crown are supplied with. S.-C. Skinner never made use of the same words- before your Worship as he did to Mr. Donohoe. 
S.-C. Skinner informed Mr. Donohoe that he should say that he informed the constable that the skiff would he wanted for 
other duty ; that is quite correct, and the same words are down in Mr. Inspector’s report, but the s.-constable should say in 
his evidence that he informed the constable that the skiff would be required for to see the “Orient’s” boat away, which 
statement is untrue, and the constable denies the s.-constable may informed the constable in charge.

The constable begs to state the time actually taken was something under what has been stated to your Worship. The 
constables were away from the boatshed exactly two hours and three-quarters. A quarter of an hour of that the constables 
were alongside the “ Vernon”—making actual time under way two hours and a half, the principle part of which was taken in 
the return, owing to being under sail, which has been stated by the s.-constable meant two hours. If the constable had been 
the.senior in the boat no doubt he would have taken the other plan in returning. The constable in charge is the person that 
thought we making more headway than if were pulling against the wind. Mr. Inspector Donohoe has stated that the con
stables were called into his office and asked the reasons for the unnecessary delay, which the constable in charge was asked 
about before dinner. If the constable had been asked at the same time, the constable might bare given a good explanation 
as to the being so long ; bub the constable is not asked until after dinner when he taken before Mr. Inspector Donohoe, and 
the constable accused of the words before your Worship which the constable honestly denies ever coming out of his lips. 
The constable begs to state that he does nob consider that he was insolent to Mr. Inspector Donohoe in any way, but the 
constable owns to having pointed to the s.-constable when the s.-constable should accuse the constable of what was never used. 
The constable also owns to having addressed the s. constable as that man is not telling the truth, which the constable only hopes 
the s.-constable would do. The constable begs to state that he would listen to any remarks that Mr. Inspector Donohoe felt 
inclined to make, but when he was going to answer was not allowed to have the least opportunity of doing so, and told that he 
was suspended, which suspension lasted fifteen minutes. The constable did make the remarks that it would be better for a 
man to transfer to the Metropolitan Force, but the constable meant the detective force, and when the constable mentioned it 
to Mr. Inspector Donohoe the constable was told that he would not be recommended, as he was not thought a fit and proper 
person for the Detective Force. The constable was asked whether he was going to give Mr. Inspector Donohoe his transfer; 
the constable replied that he had no intention of doing so. The cons! able at the same time mentioned that his intentions were 
to hand a report in to the Inspector-General which the constable did, but was informed your Worship refused. The constable 
was called into Mr. Inspector Donohoe’s office and asked for an explanation why the constable did not send in the report. 
The constable never refused to furnish Mr. Inspector Donohoe with a report, but.the constable informed Mr. Inspector 
Donohoe that it would he ready by the next day. The constable was relieved from duty that night to furnish the report 
which the constable started, and was seen in his quarters at 12 p.m. that night by S.-constable Skinner, who came to the door 
and spoke to the constable. The constable was employed also the best part of the next day in the kitchen at the same report, 
which was handed to Mr. Inspector Donohoe as soon as finished. The constable begs to state that he is of a different 
principle to he of a violent and insolent manner to any one, more especially his superior officers, and trusts that if he is not 
to be believed that His Worship Mr. Marsh, Esq., 8.M., would recommend his transfer to the metropolitan police.

W. E. QUELCH.

Exhibit No. 4—Part d.
Water Police Station, 3 February, 1887.

Constable W. E. Quelch, No. 5,076, respectfully begs that the following statement through Mr. Inspector Donohoe to Mr. 
J. M. Marsh, Esq., S.M., will be excepted from the constable wished to clear himself of the manner his is accused of having 
performed his duty. If your Worship recollect that on the last occasion 'that he reported S.-constable Skinner, that your 
Worship gave the constable an excellent character as to the manner in which the constable performed his duty, and stated at 
the same time that your Worship had noticed the constable about the Courts. Your Worship also asked Mr. Inspector 
Donohoe as to the constable’s character. Y’our Worship received at that time a reply that the constable was of a very good 
character, and that the constable had never been found fault with, which conduct your Worship commended the senior- 
constable upon. The senior-constable cannot deny that he h&s not told the constable himself that the constable done his 
duty in a proper manner. The constable begs to state to your Worship to explain to what as been stated by the senior- 
constable’s referring to the matter on not answering them when being told off for duty. The constable having previously 
served twelve years in Her Majesty’s Imperial Service, where discipline and the law is so strict that every member are always 
instructed by his superior officer that when he is spoken to or ordered by his superior officer that he is on no account to 
make any reply or answer to his superior officer, in which case, if he does answer his superior officer, it is put down as 
insubordination at once. The constable begs that your Worship will look at the point that after the' constable having served 
twelve long years in Her Majesty’s Imperial Service under such discipline, and was never charged with being insubordinate 
to one single officer, does it not strike your Worship that it would take the constable some time before he could get out of

. such
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such discipline. The constable begs to state that ever since he has been attached that he has alway been ciyil to^ every one 
belonging to the station as well as outside, and has always gone wherever he has been sent in the most urgent way impossible, 
and begs to state that if he had been in charge of'the boat that he would have been the same; but owing to once being ask by 
the constable he was sent with wether he was in charge or not, considered it best to hold his tongue. If your Worship 
would ask the senior-constable wether the constable done his duty in the proper manner when sent with the senior-constable 
to the picnic given to William Beach, where the constables were under the eye of several gentlemen of the House of Parliament, 
which the constable can name, besides many other well-known gentlemen. If your Worship would only ask the senior- 
constable whether he performed his duty in a proper way, the same as the constable did, under the eyes of such gentlemen. 
The constable cannot refrain from keeping such truth after having been charged with not performing his duty in a proper 
way, for which he has never been found fault with by any one before tbe present time since he has been attached to this 
station. What the constable has stated to your Worship is gospel truth, and if it were not the truth the constable would 
never take the Holy Bible in his hand to enter the same church as your Worship enters as long has he lives. The constable 
considers that the conduct of S.-c. Skinner at the mentioned picnic, under the eye of three Members of the House of Parlia
ment and other gentlemen of the Crown, was unbecoming his position; and having mentioned the words to the constable 
that there was no duty wanted to be done here, the constable replied that it was just the place where duty ought to be 
performed in a proper manner. The constable never had his photo, taken along with the company; neither did he have any 
refreshments or eatables from the time the constable left the station untill he returned, but done his duty about the grounds 
from start to finish as any constable should do, and showing an example to the senior-constable that he ought to do his duty 
in the same manner. If your Worship does not believe the constable is telling the truth, your Worship will be punishing an
innocent man. w ^

E. QUELCH.
Exhibit No. 4—Part e. ^

Memo. ? February, 1887.
The insubordinate conduct of Water Police Constable Quelch, complained of by Mr. Inspector Donohoe, in his letter of the 
31st January, is in my opinion fully proved, and the evidence of the sergeant and three senior-constables is confirmatory of
the fact. 4 . ii-

The lengthy explanation offered in reply by Water Police Constable Quelch is not satisfactory, and does not in any 
way exculpate him from the charge. # .

It is, therefore, of the highest importance, as well for the discipline of the Service, as for the harmony of this Force, 
that Water Police Constable Quelch should be removed therefrom, or transferred to the Metropolitan or some other Force, and 
I would strongly recommend the adoption of such a course ; otherwise, I fear, the present ill feeling which too evidently 
exists on Water Police Quelch’s part towards all those in the Water Police under whose authority he may be placed will 
be the constant source of strife and dissension hereafter.

J. MILBOURNE MARSH,
Edmund Fosbery, Esq., Inspector-General of Police, Sydney. W.P.M.

It would be unfair to transfer a man with such a character as that given to Constable Quelch by his superior officers to 
the Metropolitan District. As he is generally complained of for disrespect and want of cheerful obedience of orders, as well as 
insubordination, he had better send in his resignation or be discharged.—E.F., B.C., 4/2/87. J. Milbourne Marsh, Esq., P.M.

Exhibit No. 4.—Part f.
Quelch—Insubordination—Water Police.

Water Police Station, 5 February, 1887.
Constable W. E. Quelch, No. 5,076, respectfully tenders his resignation to the Inspector-General as a police constable, and 
respectfully begs that his resignation may be accepted forthwith. __

^ ^ 6 ; r CONSTABLE W. E. QUELCH.
Forwarded to Inspector*General of Police.—J. Milbourne Marsh, P.M., 5th February, 1887. The Inspector- 

General of Police, Sydney. Resignation accepted and discharge approved.—Edmund Fosbery, I.-G.P., 5/2/87. 'Mr. 
Inspector Donohoe.

Exhibit No. 4—Part g. 1 ^
My dear Fosbery, _ < Saturday, 6 March, 1887.

Quelch’s case is a hard one, and I would like you to reinstate him in the Water or to put him in the Foot Police. 
He has explained to me that in tendering his resignation he did so looking upon your suggestion as orders.
I think he should have asked for an inquiry instead. Yours, &c.,

e GEORGE R. DIBBS.
E. Fosbery, Esq., Inspector-General of Police.

For Mr. Marsh’s information.—Edm. Fosbery, I.-G.P., B.C., 7/3/87. The Water Police Magistrate.

Exhibit No.4—Parth.
My dear Dibbs, Police Department, Inspector-General of Police Office, 7 March, 1887.

Ex-Water Police Constable Quelch has evidently misrepresented the facts of bis case to you.
The Water Police Magistrate (Mr. Marsh), submitted the case to me—one of insubordination, fully proved. The 

Inspector reported that Quelch was a most violent tempered man, always disputing his orders, and Mr. Marsh added that it 
was of the highest importance, as well for the discipline of the Service, as for the harmony of the Force that Quelch should be
removed therefrom.

How could I retain such a man. Yours, &c., '
EDM. FOSBERY.

G. R. Dibbs, Esq., M.P., Reform Club.

Exhibit No. 4—Part i.
My dear Fosbery, AVater Police Office, Sydney, / March, 1887.

I return Mr. Dibbs’s letter to you and your reply thereto. I thought that the inquiry I made into ex-Constable 
Quelch’s conduct was sufficient to show how inadvisable it was that he should remain in the Water Police Force any longer.

Ex-Constable Quelch has just called upon me, saying he was directed by you to ask for a character during his service 
in the Water Police, up to the time of his resignation. As I am somewhat doubtful of the matter, I should be glad to know 
from yourself if such be the case or not, as I am under the impression that characters are never given except from your office.

Yours, &c.,
J. MILBOURNE MARSH.

Exhibit No. 5—Part a.
Isaiah Chaseling, teacher, Superior Public School, George-street, Redfern.—Jde keyhole.

Dimensions of Do*or—How View Obtained. .
Thickness through door and lock combined, 2£ inches ; height from step to top of heyhole, 2 ft. 8£ in.; height from step to 
bottom of keyhole, 2 ft. 6f in.; depth of room from keyhole to hall-door, 15 feet; breadth of keyhole at top, ^ and in. ; 
breadth of keyhole at bottom, £ in. ; keyhole depth, If in. This, worked out, cannot be disputed.

Exhibit
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Exhibit No. 6—Part a.
Parliamentary Question—Quelch.

Question—Legislative Assembly, 3 Abril, 1897.
(18.) Senior-constable Quelch :—Mr. Fegan, for Mr. Black, asked the Colonial Secretary,—

(1.) Is it a fact that Senior-constable Quelch has succeeded in having some publicans fined under the Licensing Act by 
disguising himself as a fish-hawker, and obtaining liquor some minutes before the prescribed opening-hour P 
(2.) Is it a fact that this officer, having summoned the owner of a dog which tore his uniform, witndrew the charge on 
receiving compensation, which he pocketed, for the damage done ?
(3.) Is it a fact that this officer also brought a charge of drinking during prohibited hours against a fellow-constable, and 
that the case was dismissed by Mr. Smithers, after inspection of the premises, on the grounds that it was impossible for 
Quelch to have seen the offence committed ?
Sir George Dibbs answered,—The following information has been supplied by the Inspector-General of Police :—
(1.) No ; the senior-constable was in uniform.
(2.) The constable had his trousers torn by a dog, the owner of which paid 18s. 6d. for the damage. There was no 
summons.
(3.) The charge referred to was dismissed; the magistrate remarking that, as the senior-constable might possibly have 
made a mistake, he would give the defendant the benefit of the doubt.

Exhibit No. 6—Part b.
Sir, Redfern Station, 2 April, 1897.

Re attached memo, in reference to questions to be asked by G. Black, Esq., M.L.A., in the Legislative Assembly.
I have tbe honor to report that I have made inquiry, and, so far as I can ascertain, there is no foundation for the 

statement made in the first question, re the catching the publicans, the senior-constable being in uniform all the time.
As regards the second question, I interviewed Mr. O’Donnell, who corroborated the statement of Senior-constable 

Quelch, which is attached.
With reference to the case of the publican Briill, I was in court, having charge of the case. The magistrate, 

G. Smithers, Esq., S.M., did not state that it was impossible for Quelch to see Swan ; he merely said that he thought the 
senior-constable might possibly have made a mistake, and in consequence would give the defendant the benefit of the doubt.

I have, &c.,
George Read, Esq., Superintendent. EDMUND LAWLESS,

Inspector.
Eorwarded to the Inspector-General of Police. The senior-constable received 18s. fid. from Mr. O’Donnell as compen

sation for the destruction of his private trousers. He was off duty when it occurred. The detections w’ere made of the 
publicans referred to b^ the senior-constable when in night-duty uniform.—G. Read, Superintendent, 2/1/94.

Exhibit No. 6—Partc.
Redfern Station, 1 April, 1894.

Senior-constable William E. Quelch most respectfully begs .to report, for the information of his Superintendent, with 
reference to the questions to be asked by Mr. Black, a Member of the Legislative Assembly, in connection with the senior- 
constables’ duty:

That in November last, complaints being made of publicans committing a breach of the Licensing Act by early-morning 
trading, the senior-constable and constable were instructed to attend to the complaint. On Friday, the 3rd of November last, 
seeing a number of men walking in and out the side door of the “ Bellevue Hotel,” which was left open, the senior*constable and 
Constable Edwards entered and found the men in the bar drinking liquor, the licensee behind the bar supplying the liquors. 
He was spoken to by the senior-constable, and admitted that he was fairly caught breaking the law.

A summons was issued against the licensee for keeping his house open for the sale of liquor during prohibited hours at 
5’27 a.m. on the 3rd November, 1893, and he appeared before Whittingdale Johnson, Esq., S.M., on the 7th November, 1893, 
and pleaded guilty to the information, and was fined £3, with costs 5s. fid.

On Thursday, November 23rd, seeing men entering and leaving the “ Imperial Hotel,” the door, which was left open, as 
in last case, the senior-constable and Constable Edwards entered. The men were in the hotel; the licensee was supplying the 
liquors. He was spoken to by the senior-constable, and he admitted that it was a fair catch—that it was his fault for leaving 
the door open.

A summons was issued against the licensee for keeping his house open for the sale of liquor during prohibited hours at 
5*35 a.m. on the 23rd November, 1893, and he appeared before A. M. Fisher, Esq., S.M., on the 28th November, 1893, and 
pleaded guilty to the information, and was fined £2, with costs 5s. fid. in each of the cases. The senior-constable did not 
obtain liquor, but witnessed the public supplied ; neither did he disguise himself as a fish-hawker, but wore his uniform, $nd 
did his duty in each case in a straightforward, honest manner.

With reference to the second question : On the 5th of November, 1892, a dog tore a pair of the senior-constable’s own 
private trousers. The dog was afterwards claimed by an independent gentlemen, Mr. G. O’Donnell, of Bitt-street, Redfern, 
who replaced the trousers and destroyed the dog.

No summons was ever issued against Mr. O’Donnell, so it would be impossible for the senior-constable to withdraw a 
summons that was never issued. If such summons had been issued, the senior-constable thinks it would have been a persecu
tion, and not a prosecution, against such a respectable person.

With reference to the third question : A summons was issued against a publican for supplying liquor to others than 
bon& fide inmates, lodgers, or travellers, at 1*10 a.m. on the 7th of January last. A constable was called as a witness for the 
defence. Some unusual circumstances took place during the hearing of the case in connection with the defence, which was 
commented upon by the presiding magistrate. There was an inspection made by the magistrate, but not at the corresponding 
time the offence was committed, the inspection being in broad daylight, the offence being committed in the dark, quiet, early 
hours of the morning, which would give a different view. No such remarks were made by the Presiding Magistrate, Mr. 
Smithers, S.M., on the case being dismissed as those contained in the last portion of the question.

The senior-constable’s case was not closed when the case was dismissed, he having two sergeants and a constable to call 
to prove that the evidence given by the licensee and the constable that they saw the senior-constable outside the hotel at 
12T5 a.m. was not true, as the senior-constable was writing at the station at that time and did not leave the station till some 
minutes after. The information was laid in this case from instructions from his inspector, and as this case has been before his 
Department, he does not wish to state further than that he merely done his duty in the case in a honest, straightforward 
manner. *

WILLIAM E. QUELCH,
George Read, Esq., J.P., Superintendent. Senior-constable.

Exhibit No. 7—Part a.
To the Inspector-General of Police, New South Wales.—

Sir, 65, Elizabeth-street, Sydney, 16 July, 1897.
I have been instructed by Mrs. Norah Mclnerney, licensee of the “ Court House Hotel,” Redfern-street, Redfern, 

to bring under your notice the insulting and inexplicable conduct displayed towards her and the members of her family on 
Sunday last, the 11th instant. '

The facts are shortly as follows :—At about half-past 1 on Sunday, the 11th instant, just after the family had dined, 
Mrs. Mclnemey’s son, James, aged 17, went to the side door of the hotel. Constable Quelch was standing alone, near the 
door. On seeing the lad, Quelch shouted out, “ I am here, I am here 5 I will have you all out of here by the end ot the year; 
you can now go and tell your priest so.” Quelch was highly excited, and was gesticulating wildly.

Mrs. Mclnerney very keenly feels the insulting remarks so made, more especially as she has been the licensee of this 
hotel for over thirteen years, and never yet has she been before a Court charged with any offence.

I therefore trust, sir, that you will call for a report on this matter, and on the conduct of Constable Quelch 
g«nerally. * I am, &c.,

JOSEPH A. DOYLE.
Referred to Superintendent Read for inquiry and report.—E.F., I.-G.P., 16|7|97.

--------  Exhibit
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Exhibit No. 7—Part b.
Redfern Station, 18th July, 1897.

Senior-constable "VV. E. Quelch respectfully reports, for the information of the Superintendent, ■with reference to attached 
letter, written on behalf of Mrs. Mclnerney, licensee of the “ Court House Hotel,” George and Redfern Streets, Redfern.

A systematic Sunday trade is done at the above hotel. A strict watch is kept from both sides the hot.el by the 
daughters and a boarder, a relative, who sits on the balcony.

On Sunday, the 11th instant, the senior-constable saw seven men let in and out the side door in George-street by the 
son, who let in and out two ; these were also seen to leave hotel by Senior-constable Proctor. The son then let in and out three 
more, and then two more, the last two observations being made from inside the Police Court room. It is a most diabolical 
statement on the part of Mrs. Mclnerney to say the senior-constable was standing outside. On the senior-constable leaving 
the station, the son was then in the act of letting in two more men. On his observing the senior-constable some 50 yards 
away, he shut the door of the parlour. On going around into Redfern-street, the daughter was there watching. The senior- 
constable said, “ Your brother has just let in and out several men by your other side door. I shall recorded it at the 
station.” The daughter replied, t( What do you want to come and bother us for. If my father was alive, you would not 
come and bother us.” The senior-constable replied that he did not come there to bother them, but to do his duty, and that 
it would not trouble him if her father was alive, in the least; that I should still do my duty just the same, and that was the 
least I would do. If the daughter feels disposed to construe the word tc least” into that of priest ” she is quite at liberty to 
do so ; nevertheless, it’s false.

The licensee was not present; if she had been, the senior-constable would have spoken to her, and not the daughter. 
The observations were entered at the station at the time.

This hotel has been mentioned to Inspector Lawless about the Sunday trading by prominent gentleman, who has also 
mentioned the same facts to the senior-constable. #

Mr. Doyle asks for a report of the general conduct of the senior-constable, which the senior-constable thinks most 
impertinent. That gentleman has on several occasions had the opportunity of testing such, and has tried and signally failed, 
and has now been prompted by evil-disposed persons, who would try to make out the senior-constable a maniac and didn’t 
know what he was doing, by the statements in the letter. This letter, dated the 16th inst., was late news to the senior- 
constable, who knew what was working by a remark dropped at the Station, and conveyed to the senior-constable by Sergt. 
Yane on the 14th inst. by one that frequents the hotel. .

No doubt Mrs. Mclnerney wants the senior-constable to close his eyes on Sundays, or to follow in the foot-steps of 
some of my comrades, which will never happen as long as the senior-constable is entrusted to do his duty in an impartial, 
honest, and straightforward manner.

Mrs. Mclnerney has been the licensee of the hotel since the 6th June, 1893, and not for the past thirteen years. Her 
husband held the license previous, who alway made it his point to encourage the police, some of the men having boarded with 
them. WILLIAM E. QUELCH,
George Read, Esq., Superintendent. Senior-constable.

Forwarded to the Superintendent.—E. Lawless, Inspector, 19|7|97. G. Read, Esq. >
Forwarded to the Inspector-General of Police. Senior-constable Quelch appeals to me to have simply performed his 

duty in this matter. He denies that he used any insulting language, but the Mclnerneys can, if they think fit, make their 
complaint to a magistrate and ask for a summons against the senior-constable.—Geo. Read, Superintendent, 19/7(97.

Reply to Mr. Doyle that the senior-constable emphatically denies having used the expression attributed to him. The 
duty he was performing at the time was in obedience to his instructions, but should his client think proper, she can make her 
complaint to a magistrate, and apply for a summons against the senior-constable. Done.—A.B., 19/7/97. ^

Mr. Read will see within the tenor of my reply, but I cannot comprehend the object of this wandering, irrelevant 
report from Senior-constable Quelch. What does he mean by his charges against his comrades?—E.F., 19/7/97. Supt. Read.

Exhibit No. 7—Part c.
Mrs. Norah Mclnerney, “ Court House Hotel,” Eedfern, per Mr. Hoyle, Solicitor.—Complaint against

Senior-constable Quelch.
Redfern Station, 21st July, 1897.

Senior-constable W. E. Quelch respectfully reports, for thp information of the Superintendent, with reference to that 
portion of his report of the 18th instant:

The senior-constable’s meaning is : observing several of the police visiting this hotel, and knowing the amount of trade 
done on Sundays, it is hardly possible for them, in the ordinary execution of their duty, not to observe the same, and then fail 
to record such m the observation book at the Station for that purpose.

' ' WILLIAM E. QUELCH,
G-eorge Head, Esq., Superintendent. Senior-constable.

Eorwarded to the Superintendent.—E. Lawless, Inspector., 22)7(97. G. Head, Esq. Eorwarded to the Inspector- 
General.—G. Read, Superintendent, 22(7(97.

Exhibit No. 8.—Part a. .
(Reports by different Officers re Charges.

Memo.
Police Department, Inspector-General's Office, Sydney, 21 August, 1897. 

Supemntendent Read will please to peruse carefully the statements made in Parliament affecting Senior-constable Quelch.
He will cause to be extracted at length, and in the words made use of by Members, the accusations made against 

Senior-constable Quelch.
Any reports or papers bearing on the charges will be attached.
Also the articles from Truth referred to, which I have not seen, and inform me if any civil action is contemplated.
I may say that it is then my intention, after the formulated charges have been shown to Mr. Dacey, M.P., to ascertain 

if they correctly summarise his accusations, that a Royal Commission be opened to a Stipendiary Magistrate to inquire into 
the same on oath, and report to the Government. I would have caused Senior-constable Quelch to be proceeded against 
under the Police Regulation Act, but the charges could not be framed, I fear, definitely and completely to allow of investiga
tion in that manner.

I desire expedition. E.F.

Exhibit No. 8.—Part b.
Police Department, Superintendent’s Office,

Sir, Metropolitan District, Sydney, 23rd August, 1897.
I have the honor to forward a statement of accusations of misconduct made by Mr. Dacey, the Honorable Member 

for Botany, against Senior-constable Quelch in his place m Parliament on the 17th instant.
In formulating the charges, I have, in accordance with your instructions, adhered as nearly as possible to the Honorable 

Member's own language, omitting only such portions of his speech as were not required to fully express the alleged misconduct.
Senior-constable Quelch has not yet taken any steps to vindicate his character by civil action, but he informs me that 

he is considering the advisability of doing so.
The accompanying reports relate to charge Ho. 5, which was investigated and decided by myself without reference to 

the Inspector-General. I have, &c.,
GEO. READ,

The Inspector-General of Police. • Superintendent.
i Exhibit



APPENDIX. 249

Exhibit No. 8—Part c.
“ Tuuth,” Sunday, 8th August, 1897. ^

Police v. People—Quelch—Squelch Him—Constable Quelch, of Redfern—A Menace to the Reputation of the Force— 
Quelch a Bugbear in the Division—Why does Lawless stick to him—Quelch must go—Or there will be an Uprising in 
Restful Redfern.

This is not the first occasion upon which this paper has felt constrained to animadvert upon the conduct of the Redfern 
police. It is only a very short while back that Truth had the painful duty of showing how that illustrious Redfern policeman, 
alleged “ detective ” Dukes, with his unfortunate mate, Constable Hinds, deliberately arrested the Elliotts, father and son, on a 
charge of burglary under arms, when they well knew that the men they impudently gathered in and tried their damnedest to 
“ send up” were absolutely innocent.

This paper showed this at the time, and no one, let alone Dukes and Hinds, dare come forward and refute the bold 
charges then given utterance to. /

It might have been thought that such a glaring exposure of police crookedness in one division would have restrained 
other officers therein from overstepping the bounds of police prudence, at least for a while. But some of the men of the 
division feel so safe under the segis of their chief, that they do and dare anything, however outrageous.

In the Redfern Division, there is a little coterie of favoured confidants, to whose opinions, irrespective of their grade, 
the officers defer, to the extent of even ignoring immediate non-commissioned officers. If one of these favourites gets into 
trouble at head quarters, even though it may go so far as to cause his reduction in rank a couple of grades, he takes but scant 
notice, for he knows that he will soon get promoted again. Why, Dukes was degraded from Senior-constable to plain constable, 
and influence got him his two grades bach in about a fortnight.

But it is the conduct of Senior-constable Quelch that Truth now wishes to make public in the interests of the Force as 
well as for the protection of the people. That Quelch is totally unfit to wear “ the coat,” is a fact well-known to all his brother 
officers (even his superior, Lawless, must be aware of that fact), while there is not one inhabitant of the Redfern Division who 
would say a good word for this notorious man—most of them are bursting to say all that is bad of him.

One of Quelch’s most notable characteristics is his snaky jealousy of other officers, which carries him so far as to induce 
him to condone or remain blind to criminal conduct rather than they shall secure good cases, likely to lead to their promotion. 
Here are a few instances :

A short while back, as Constable Bruce was walking his rounds in the small hours in the eastern part of Redfern, he 
disturbed two men, who ran from him. Bruce chased them right into the hands of Quelch, who was roundsman. Bailed up, 
they told a whining tale about being on their way to the Farmers’ and Dairymen’s Milk Company for their supply to serve their 
customers. They gave names and addresses, one of them saying he lived in Pyrmont. And Quelch either would not or 
could not see any anomaly in a man coming round through East Redfern on his wray from Pyrmont to the Farmers’ and Dairy
men’s Milk Company! He let the men go, calmly ignoring a strong protest from Bruce. The angered constable immediately 
returned on their tracks, and found a sack full of pigeons in the lane from which the precious pair of “milkmen” had bolted 
when he disturbed them. Bruce thus lost an excellent case, while two night-hawks went free to continue their depredations, 
as it will be shown they did, and it will also be shown that Quelch was once more their saviour.

Constable Brennan was on duty at 5*45 a.m., a few weeks back, when he noticed three men standing outside Riddell’s 
boot store on Botany Road. Considering their actions suspicious, he crept quietly towards them, and had got within 60 yards 
of them when they saw him and bolted. Brennan is a “ colt,” and has not yet lost the rapid use of a remarkably smart pair 
of legs; so, finding he was fast overhauling them, with all their 60 yards, start, they turned into an alley-way, and stood 
snarling, at bay. Brennan pulled his gun and covered them, and being joined by a watchman, the three were soon at Redfern 
station, where Quelch was in charge. On the way they gave Brennan names and addresses. At the station, when questioned 
by Quelch, they gave different ones, one of them the same as that given a few days before by one of the pigeon-stealers he had 
so stupidly or maliciously allowed to escape.

Even that significant fact did not appear to arouse any interest in Quelch. The constable who had had such good 
reason to gather the trio in, asked him to detain them while he went back to investigate as to what they had been doing that 
caused them to flee when they saw a policeman. Nothing could have been more reasonable, and yet Quelch refused, contenting 
himself with taking down the fictitious names and addresses, and let them go free.

Lord! kowT they must have chuckled as they walked straight down into Liverpool-street, city, and sold the proceeds of 
the burglary they had committed at Riddell’s, and which they had upon their persons when Quelch refused to book a charge of 
being suspected persons, so as to allow of their being searched and detained. A few moments after they had gone away rejoicing 
and praising God for making constables of the Quelches of this world, young Brennan went back and found Riddell’s place 
broken open and large bundles of boots and shoes placed at the door ready for removal.

They were industrious gentlemen, too. That same night, or early next morning, Cohen’s jewellery shop, King-street, 
Newtown, was broken into and robbed. During the following day, Constables Macateney and Welsh arrested two noted 
characters in George-street on suspicion of their being the burglars. They didn’t have any Quelch to “ crab their pitch,” so 
the heavenly twins “ went in,” were searched, and the loot of the Cohen stronghold found upon them. They gave the same 
names as two of Brennan’s friends had done to him. Brennan noticed this, and went to interview the pair, with the result 
that he at once identified the two as being identical with two of the three Quelch had refused to take charge of.

What can have been Quelch’s motive in treating these same men twice with such exceptional leniency ? If it was lazy 
carelessness, it should be enough to prove him unfit for his position. If it was to prevent younger officers from securing 
creditable cases, then he ought to be given a flying start from the Force.

A report was made to the Inspector-General of Quelch’s attitude in the boot burglary, and evidence was taken at an 
inquiry. Under the regulations it was competent for the station constables who were present to have over-ridden his dictum, 
and either compelled him to accept Brennan’s charge or have called the sergeant from his bed, and submitted the case to him 
as senior station officer. They neglected their duty in not adopting either course, and though they were very wide-mouthed 
in their outside condemnation of Quelch’s conduct in the case, when they were called upon for their report, they stuck to 
Quelch, for their own interests. The consequence was that Quelch escaped the just consequences of this gross folly, or 
misdemeanour, and Brennan lost a splendid case, and one likely to advance him on the road to promotion; though the Inspector- 
General minuted in his favour, and he got his men eventually, for all three of them were convicted at last sessions, for the 
Riddell burglary.

The whole division grins broadly when Quelch goes into the box. He is notorious for the amazing strength of his 
evidence. Mr. Smithers, S.M.,can bear Truth out in this. The <{ Somerset Hotel” case to wit. In that instance Quelch swore 
to seeing a brother constable drinking at illegal hours, through the key-hole of a room. He swore most emphatically that be 
could see right into the bar, through the keyhole. A number of witnesses for the defense swore just as positively that this 
was impossible, so Mr. Smithers, strongly impressed with the very reasonable idea that there was flat perjury on one side or 
the other, left the bench and went and inspected the premises. His inspection was so interfered with by the now funky Quelch 
that he had to ask the sergeant to “ remove that man, and keep him quiet.” Also it perfectly satisfied him as to which side 
the flat perjury was on. He returned to the Court, and in dismissing the case said that Quelch’s conduct was such as to 
render him unfitfor his position, and a lot more besides. Yet Quelch is there to-day, a dangerous man placed in a position of 
authority and a certain degree of power which he grossly abuses.

On a Saturday evening in May last a young man, well known in Redfern, left the drapery establishment where he 
works, in company with one of the young ladies of the shop, with the intention of seeing her safely home, as she lived in a 
lonely part near Mount Carmel and it was after 11 o’clock. To reach her home they crossed Mount Carmel (or Waterloo) 
Park, and just as they emerged therefrom they were bailed up by Quelch, who was in uniform, and who made a most insulting 
suggestive remark, and then ordered the young man to clear out or he’d lock him up.

Being, luckily, a strong and hearty young fellow, who was quite capable of holding his own, man to man, with Quelch, 
he flatly refused to leave the young lady to the tender mercies of a crooked-minded cop, and as Quelch found he was deter
mined, he stated his intention of seeing where the girl lived anyway. So he accompanied the young couple until, within a few 
yards of, and in sight of her own gate, the young man bade her good night and remained to watch her safe within. But 
Quelch had another game to play. So he went at her side to the gate, where he detained her, using covert threats and 
cajolings alternately, as inducements to her to meet him on a date and at a place he defined. In desperate fear, and anxiety 
to get rid of her unwelcome wooer, the girl at last agreed to do so, but, of course, never intended to keep the appointment.

And this is a specimen senior-constable of the New South Wales police! A sample of the class of men who are 
supposed to protect our women and girls from violence or blackmailing ruffianism

* 2—2M
Quelch
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Quelcli was at; one time a Water Policeman, but after being sent back to the depot for some reason, he was appointed 
to the foot police. How, under the circumstances, he ever got into the street police is a question that demands an answer, as 
does the question as to what powerful influence it is that keeps such a character in the Force.

Quelch goes out of his way to make cases, and is notorious for most malignant spite. He has hounded one unfortunate 
publican out of the district, a ruined man. To gratify his malice he even went to the trouble of raking up a forgotten clause 
in the Pawnbroker’s Act, which provides that no pledge shall be taken before 8 a.m., and went the length of summoning a 
most respectable pawnbroker of many years’ standing in the district, for taking a pledge from a regular customer, at 7.30 a.m.

Three or four weeks ago, on a Sunday, the young son of Mrs. Mclnerney, who has for sixteen years, without a mark 
against her, kept the “ Court-house Hotel,” right under the Eedfern clock, and opposite the police station, was expecting a 
buggy to call for him. He had been laid up for a fortnight, and was going for a drive after his dinner.

Young MTnerney is shipping clerk at Toohey’s Brewery. Just before sitting down to his dinner he stepped to the side 
door to compare his watch with the town clock over his head. Just then Quelch swooped up with a‘c Ha-ha-a-a! I’m here, 
you see.” The lad, scared, slammed the door to, and went in to his dinner, white with the shock to his weak nerves. They 
had just sat down, mother, son, and other members of the family, when Quelch suddenly stuck his liead through the open 
window, close to the old lady’s side, with a wild shout, “ Ha-ha-a*a! I missed you that time, but, by Christ, I’ll have you yet. 
I’ll have you out of that before the year is out, and go and tell that to your priest.”

The suddenness of this ruffianly act caused Mrs. MTnerney to go into a hysterical fit, from which she has not yet fully 
recovered.

It would appear that Quelch has a deadly down on Homan Catholics. Belike he’s a Yellow Puppite, for he goes the 
length to frequently insult Mrs. MTnerney’s young daughter as she goes to Sunday Mass, with such remarks as, “ Yes, you 
ought to go to church, you ought.” And not one of the family can meet him withoutj being insulted. Yet, though so severe 
on publicans, Mr. Quelch is not himself a teetotaller.

There is not a senior-constable in the division who can work well with this extraordinary man. Indeed, it is not long 
since one very decent two-stripe man had to ask for a transfer elsewhere, and got it, as he flatly refused to work in the same 
division as Quelch.

Surely, in face of such an indictment as the above, this man will not be allowed longer to disgrace a fine force. Neither 
Truth nor the people ot the district will be satisfied with his “ removal.” Besides, fancy the feelings of the police of any 
district to which he might be transferred. What a treat for everybody, from sub to probationer, to have such an audacious 
incompetent sent among them, to crawl to his superiors and spy upon and bully and wrong his inferiors as he now does at 
Eedfern. By all or any means, Mr. Inspector-Greneral, cleanse the Force of the foul stain of this man’s presence therein. 
Once fired, as was Coutts when Truth made the Force too hot to hold him, Quelch could imitate that perjured pet’s example, 
and go into the beer trade himself, and find out how pleasant it is to be dogged and spied upon by other Quelches and Coultses 
who have not yet lost their coats.

Exhibit No. 8—Part d.
^Teittit,” Sunday, 22 August, 1897.

Police v. People—Quelch—Squelch him—Senior-constable Quelcli’s case before Parliament—A terrible array of damning 
accusations—Quelch stigmatised as Burglar and Perjurer—Dacey’s Diatribes endorsed by Levien.

On Tuesday evening, at ASO, Mr. J. E. Dacey, member for Botany, moved the adjournment of the House to consider the 
conduct of Senior-constable Quelch, of Eedfern, whose extraordinary vagaries, insolent, overbearing treatment of citizens, and 
suspicious acts, were pretty fully set forth in Truth of August 8. Of course Truth did not publish all it knew, but it was well 
posted, as was hinted in that article, and was merely keeping a reserve fire for close range.

However, the charges made in the Assembly on Tuesday, while in many cases a repetition of what this paper has 
already published, are in some instances new to the public, and they and their endorsement disclose a very terrible state of 
things.

Mr. Dacey said :—
The peculiar conduct of Senior-constable Quelch, one of the policemen in the Eedfern Division, has been of such a 

nature as to raise up a considerable amount of scandal of such proportions that I consider it my duty to bring the matter 
under the notice of this House. Week after week “ Truth]' one of the city papers, has brought very serious charges against 
this constable, and he has made no attempt to defend his character. Therefore, the public have no option but to believe the 
statements contained in that paper. Over and above that, there are other charges that have not been stated publicly, wThich I 
will bring before the notice of the House this evening. First, I think that I will be able to show that this senior-constable 
has been

GUILTY OF THE GROSSEST PEEJUEY,
and, further, I hope before I sit down to show that he is simply a burglar, police-constable and all as he is. Some time ago

he brought an action against the lessee of the “ Somerset Hotel,” Eedfern, for selling 
drink within prohibited hours. He also charged a brother policeman, named Swan, 
with being present in the hotel, and drinking within those prohibited hours. Quelch 
swore that he look:ed through the keyhole and saw Constable Swan drinking a glass 
of beer. The evidence was so conflicting that the magistrate decided to go and 
inspect the premises for himself, with the result that when he looked through the 
keyhole of the door he could only see a man’s legs in the position indicated by 
Quelch. The keyhole was too low to enable one to see a man’s body; therefore it 
was an absolute impossibility for Senior-constable Quelch to see what a man was 
doing inside. The case stands thus : Constable Swan was to meet a friend from the 
country, named Cook, an alderman, at 10 o’clock on this particular night. Cook 
did not turn up until half-past 11, and when he did, as a traveller he was entitled to 
get some drink. Swan refused to have anything but a cigar, and after chatting for 
a few moments he decided to go home. The landlady, when she opened the door, 
said she saw a constable on the opposite side of the street. Swan went on to the 
balcony to see who the constable was. When he did so he

SAW QUELCH LOOKING THROUGH THE KEYHOLE, 
and at that particular moment Quelch swore he saw Swan drinking a glass of beer, 
although Swan was looking over the balcony at Quelch. I sent a telephone message 
through to Swan the other day to ask him if this was the fact; but there is such a 
reign of terrorism in the Police Department that he was afraid to answer me. I 
think it is what the public might expect that when a senior-constable is proved to 
have committed such outrageous perjury some steps should he taken to punish, that 
officer. If it was a private person, if it was an unfortunate publican, he would 
have been prosecuted for perjury. In contravention of the strict instructions of the 
Inspector-G-eneral, who orders that no constable shall in any way try to trick a 
publican into supplying liquor within prohibited hours,

QUELCH DISGUISED A YOUNG NEW POLICEMAN
as a fisherman, and sent him into an hotel next the fish market before 6 o’clock in the morning to appeal to the publican for a 
drink. Quelch got a conviction by that, in my opinion, most contemptible action. Similarly he sent the same constable, 
disguised as a driver, into an hotel next McMahon’s stables. He was disguised as one of McMahon’s drivers. The result was 
that the lessee of that hotel was also fined. Some short time ago a constable named Bruce was on duty at the Baptist 
Estate, near Moore Park, when he saw three men prowling about in a suspicious manner. He went over to see what they 
were at, and they ran away. He chased the men, who actually

RAN
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BAN INTO THE ASMS OF QUELCH.
Quelch. heard their yarn, which was that they were dairymen going to the Farmers’ and Dairymen’s Milk Supply Company 
to get milk for their customers; but, strange to say, they said they lived at Pyrmont. How could they possibly be over at 
Moore Park if they were coming from Pyrmont to get milk from the company’s premises in Harris-street, Pyrmont ? Quelch 
did not see the absurdity of that; but he took down these men’s names and let them go. A few minutes after Bruce went 
back on their tracks and discovered a sack full of pigeons which these men had evidently stolen. Shortly after this there was 1

A EOBBEEY AT BOTANY BOAT),
at a boot store, kept by a man named Riedel. Constable Brennan saw three men in front of Riedel’s shop under rather 
suspicious circumstances, and he tried to get near them. 'When he got within about 60 yards of them they ran away. He 
went after them, and eventually arrested them, with the assistance of Special-constable Brewin. They gave their names and 
addresses, and he took them to the station, where Quelch was. They gave different names and addresses to Quelch, and one 
of them gave the self-same name that one of the pigeon-stealers gave a few nights previously. Notwithstanding that,

QUELCH BBLEASED THESE MEN.
While these men were standing in the presence of Quelch they actually had on their persons the stolen boots out of Riedel’s 
shop. The arresting constable appealed to Quelch to wait until he went back to see if a robbery had been committed ; but he 
refused to do so, because, as I think I will show, Quelch was in league with these men, whom he twice saved from the 
clutches of the law. These men were released, and afterwards tbe robbery was discovered. It was found that the window 
was cut open, and a quantity of goods taken away. Then they sought to arrest the men again; but, of course, the addresses 
were bogus, and they could not be found. A couple of nights afterwards'the same three men committed

A BUEGLAEY AT COHEN’S JEWELLEEY SHOP, '
King-street, Newtown, or rather two of them did. Seeing their names recorded, I suppose in the books which the police have, 
Brennan went there and found two of the burglars who had been concerned in the robbery of Riedel’s boot store ; but he had 
some difficulty in getting the third. If Quelch had arrested these men when they were caught in connection with stealing . 
pigeons, Riedel’s boot store would not have been broken into, nor would Cohen’s jeweller’s shop. They caught two men, and 
eventually arrested a third man. The third man swore in court that he never was with these burglars, and the burglars 
themselves swore that he was not. So through Quelch allowing the three men to escape, there is considerable doubt as to 
whether the police have the third man. That is one instance of the suspicious conduct of Senior-constable Quelch j

■ HEBE IS ANOTHEE INSTANCE :
In July, 1896, upon the advent of the Public Service Board, it was decided to remove the offices of the Director of Charitable 
Institutions from “ Myall House,” Redfern, to Richmond-terrace, in the Domain. Pursuant to this determination the front 
part of the building was vacated, a-nd all the things were removed. There was at the back of the premises a store, containing 
boots, shirts, and other articles. There was a clerk named Coghlan there in charge during the daytime, and he was asked by 
the Director .of Charitable Institutions to draw the attention of the police to the fact that the place was unprotected at night, 
and that it was necessary for them to keep an eye upon it. As far as I can ascertain the only man who received this 
information was Quelch. Coghlan showed him over the premises, and the amount of stock which the place contained, and, 
strange to say, about three nights afterwards

* THE BUILDING- WAS BBOKEN INTO
under circumstances of tbe most suspicious character. Coghlan had told Quelch that he left the store between 5 and 6 o’clock 
in the afternoon. ' On this particular night Coghlan returned in company with another clerk named Newcombe. They stood 
outside the store door, at the back of the main building, yarning, for about ten minutes. The place where they stood yarning 
is not more than about 12 feet away from the door behind which Quelch was hidden. One of the clerks finally went into 
the main building and lit the gas and called out, “ "What did you leave the middle door open for ?” The door had also been 
taken off its hinges. The other clerk had been to one of the out-houses, and when he came out of the out-house he put his 
knee against an empty case opposite an outside door broken off its hinges, and placed it in a line with some other cases. This 
so disturbed the burglar inside the door that he pushed the door open and rushed out. The man who rushed out of the 
building was, strange to say,

' SENIOR-CONSTABLE QUELCH. .
Coghlan said, “What is this?” whereupon Quelch said, ‘'Someone has been in, and has got away over the fence.” Now, if 
Quelch had gone into the store after the burglar, seeing that be went in in the dark, and did not know what might happen to 
him, it is not at all likely that he would have closed the door after him. It is not at all likely that he would have done that 
had he not been there with an unlawful intent. He would have left the door open as a means of escape in case of danger. 
On the place being examined inside, it was found that something like £20 worth of goods were prepared ready for removal. 
The two clerks, as I have pointed out, stood outside the building for about ten minutes yarning about the Charities Depart
ment work, the books, and other subjects, and Quelch was standing—I paced the distance to-day—at a point not more than 
12 feet away from them. Although he stood only that distance away from them, several minutes elapsed before he came out 
from his hiding place. I will now mention another case. Constable Lambert was on duty one night and heard a noise at 
Biron Pogson’s grocery shop. He came up to the place to see what it was. He found the door open and

SENIOB-CONSTABLE QUELCH INSIDE WITH A BAG- OF GROCERIES.
Quelch said, “ Someone has broken into the place.” What I wish to draw particular attention to is that this case of attempted 
robbery of tbe grocery store has not been reported at head-quarters. That is a significant fact. Quelch was the officer to 
have reported it, but he has not yet made his report.

An Hon. Member: What about the other constable ? '
Mr. Dacey : He was Quelch’s subordinate. It was the duty of the senior-constable to report the matter. I may 

mention, in passing, that I do not know Constable Lambert, and that I do not know Senior-constable Quelch. About six 
months ago Constable Hill, when on duty on the Botany Road, saw a man crossing the road in a slouch hat, and with a bag 
of something on his back. Hill approached the man, and was astonished to find that he

WAS HIS SENIOR OFFICER, QUELCH,
who said, “ It’s all right, Hill; I have been getting some sand for my canaries.” Now, I submit that when you connect these 
three cases together, the facts look extremely suspicious as against Senior-constable Quelch. Another point to which I would 
direct attention is this : Senior-constable Quelch receives 9s. a day, or £3 3s. a week. With that he pays principal and 
interest instalments on a house worth between £700 and £800. The house is elaborately furnished, and "

QUELCH DRESSES ON SUNDAY IN A SILK “ BELLTOPPEE,”
in broadcloth clothing, and kid gloves. Can anyone tell me how that is done on 9s.- a day ?

Mr. Levien : The hon. member bas evidently never been a policeman!
Mr. Dacey : I could not do it on four times 9s. a day.
Mr. Levien : The hon. member, has not been long enough in the Force.
Mr. Dacey : If I were long enough in the Force I should probably be able to have a house as good as Quelch’s, and as 

elaborately furnished as Quelch’s, and I should aleo be able to dress in the elaborate manner in which Quelch dresses. Some 
of these cases, I understand, have been inquired into by the Inspector-G-eneral of Police ; but what I would ask the hon. 
gentleman at tbe head of the department to do is to institute a Ministerial inquiry into the truth of tbe statements I make. 
Let him get his own officers in the Charities Department to make inquiry. I have given the names of the two clerks who 
were present at the attempted robbery at “Myall House.” These charges are too serious to be looked over. The public do not 
like to think that they are giving their property over to the protection of thieves and burglars. They do not like to think that 
they are appealing to burglars themselves to protect them against other burglars.

Mr. Hogue : Does the hon. member charge this man with being a burglar ? •
Mr. Dacey : I do. I also charge him with being a perjurer on the verdict of Mr. Smithers, the Stipendiary Magis

trate. Is it right that we should have a man who will perjure himself, as this man did. in such a responsible position in the 
Police Force of the Colony ? I desire the hon. gentleman to confine the inquiry solely to the conduct of Senior-constable

Quelch,
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Quelch, and I have worded my notice of motion accordingly. Let hon. members consider the suspicious circumstances 
attending the three cases I have mentioned, and I think they will then agree with me that, if the police authorities will not 
take action, it is the bounden duty of the hon. gentleman at the head of the G-overnment to cause inquiry to be made into the 
man’s character. He should be called upon either to defend his character by prosecuting the newspaper to which I have 
referred, or he should resign. Surely, if he is fit to occupy the position he does, he ought to defend his character from the 
charges levelled at him in certain newspapers in this city. If the Government will cause inquiry to be made, they will find 
that what I have stated with regard to the release of the burglars is abs6lutely correct. The same observation applies to the 
other cases I have mentioned. I feel sure that on inquiry the truth of my statements will be substantiated.

3Vfr. Levien said : This is not one of the kind of things I care to take part in. I do not believe in hitting a man below 
the belt. I have no doubt that the hon. member who has moved the adjournment is actuated by the highest motives in the 
interests of the public, and with no regard to the fact of an approaching election.

I AM NOT A BELIETER IN QUELCH.
I do not think he is a man that will altogether speak tbe truth ; but I think it would have been far better, in the interests of 
tbe Force, bad the hon. member put his charges in writing, and sent them to the Inspector-General. Without a doubt they 
are serious charges. There are four or five charges, any one of which, if proved, would send a man to gaol for the rest of his 
life. Tbe hon. gentleman takes no action after he hears these things. The persons whose places are broken into take no 
action, and nothing is done. The Inspector-General, according to the Colonial Secretary, hears nothing whatever about the 
charges, and until to-night we hear nothing about them. With reference to the evidence given by Quelcb, that he saw a 
publican through a key-hole, that is a notorious case. The hon. member for Camden, the hon. member for West Macquarie, 
and everyone else who was in Court heard Quelch swear that he saw a man through a key-hole, when such a thing was 
physically impossible. It should have been the duty of the presiding magistrate to recommend the man’s dismissal or have 
an inquiry. There is no doubt he told a lie.

I BELIETE HE IS A LIAR
beyond all doubt, and as far as I am concerned, I would not have him in the force ten minutes.

Mr. Crick : A policeman tell a lie!
Mr. Levien : A policeman would be rather a novelty who did not tell a lie. But according to the hon. member for 

Waterloo
THEY ARE ALL MODELS,

and the hon. gentleman speaks from experience. It was the bounden duty of the hon. member who made these serious 
accusations to compel the persons whose places were broken into to lay a charge against Quelch, to be brought before the 
Inspector-General of Police. I suppose the more numerous these cases became, the more suspicious they became, and not 
until they became suspicious did it occur to the minds of people that Quelch was an absolute burglar. As to his going from 
place to place committing burglaries, I believe that is rather a far-fetched story.

I BELIETE HE WOULD TELL A LIE,
but I cannot believe from my knowledge of tbe man that he is mixed up in all these burglaries—that he is going round aiding 
people to commit these crimes. I do not believe that his superior officer, Inspector Lawless, would allow him to he guilty of 
such a course of conduct. Inspector Lawless is a man whom everyone respects and esteems, and from my knowledge of him, 
I believe we can rely upon him. I suppose Inspector Lawless has made inquiries and satisfied himself beyond all doubt. 
The hon. gentleman lives in the electorate, why could he not go to Inspector Lawless and say to him, “Your officer is 
suspected of being concerned in certain robberies P ”

BUT NOTHING OF THE EIND IS DONE,

and a motion of adjournment is taken advantage of to bring before tbe House charges against this man’s character of 
dereliction of duty and of thieving. I think it is rather an unfair way of proceeding. [What a grand old “ kidder ” Harry 
Levien is? As if Ac didn’t know what a lot of satisfaction anybody who went to Lawless about Quelch’s misconduct would 
get. In Lawless’ eyes Quelch is a cock angel and a prize bencher at that.—Ed. Truth^ He should have been charged in the 
proper way before the Inspector-General of Police. I suppose the highest motives are moving the hon. member for Botany 
in the discharge of his important duties as a custodian of the people’s interests, and perhaps some advantage may be gained at 
the general election, because this man is, perhaps, one of the most distasteful men in the Police Force.

I KNOW SOMETHING OF HIM,
and only the other day I mentioned to the Inspector-General that he ought to be removed. At the same time I can hardly 
believe that he has been guilty of the serious charges brought against him. Now that the hon. member for Botany has taken 
on himself the responsibility of making those serious charges, and of naming the persons who he says can prove them, it will 
be the duty of the Colonial Secretary to make the necessary inquiries in the interests of the public, a course which I have no 
doubt the hon. member will take. •

It will also be the pleasing duty of Truth, next Sunday, to give the outline of the “speeches” of certain other 
members who addressed themselves to this theme, Solon Anderson’s and Dismal Jimmy M‘Gowen’s, for instance. They will 
make choice reading—with a running comment ?
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Exhibit No. 8.—Part e.
Redfern Station, 27 May, 1897.

Constable Patrick McEvoy Brennan begs respectfully to report the following circumstances to the Superintendent:—
That at 5.30 a.m. on the 26th instant, whilst the constable was standing at the corner of Raglan-street and Botany 

Road, Waterloo, he heard a grating sound. The constable went on tip-toe into the road, and saw three men standing up close 
to a shop window, and apparently tampering with it. One of them, on seeing the constable, cried out, “ Nit.” Tbe three 
men then ran away, followed by the constable, who threw away his macintosh in the chase. The constable came up with 
them at the rear of the “ Commercial Hotel,” when they turned at bay with the evident intention of showng fight; the constable 
then drew his revolver and threatened to blow out the brains of the first man who interfered with him. The constable, with 
the revolver still in his hand, marched them back to Botany Road, where he was joined by Special-constable Brewin, who, 
with drawn revolver also, assisted the constable to take them under arrest to tbe station. On arriving with the prisoners at 
the station the 6 o clock a.m. relief was parading, and the constable remained in the yard with the men until the relief had 
left, when he took them inside. Senior-constable Quelch (wbo was in charge of the constable) coming into the station, he 
explained the above circumstances to him, and said, “ It would be as well, senior, to detain them and see what they have done 
down the road.” The senior-constable asked them their names and addresses, when they gave him different ones to those 
they had already given to the constable previously when asked by him. This fact the constable especially pointed out to tbe 
senior-constable. Also on Constable Kidd entering their names down, one of them stated he lived in Liverpool-street, city, 
notwithstanding he had just told Senior-constable Quelch that he lived in Pyrmont. This fact the constable also pointed out 
to the senior-constable. The constable has since ascertained that all these names and addresses were fictitious. On the 
senior-constable having obtained their names and addresses in the above manner, he said, much to the constable’s surprise, 
“You can go now”j and, turning to the constable, he added, “You’ll know what to do if you see them again.” The constable 
thereupon remonstrated at such a decision, stating that they should certainly be detained, and Special-constable Brewin or 
somebody be sent down the road to see if anything was wrong, also to telephone to ascertain whether they had given correct 
addresses. In spite of all this, the senior-constable turned the men out of the station, and the constable went home dispirited 
at such treatment. The constable afterwards ascertained that the shop where these men were seen by him had been found at 
7 a.m. by Constable Hind with the front window broken and a quantity of boots stolen.

The constable also begs to draw the attention of the Superintendent to the facts of a similar case, which occurred in his 
relief a few days ago, viz., “ Constable Bruce came upon two men under suspicious circumstances about 4 a.m.; they, seeing 
the constable, ran away, and were chased by him through a lane and into the arms of Senior-constable Quelch, who was

passing.
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passing. The senior-constable took their names and addresses, and allowed them to go on the spot, although they gave most 
suspicious and unsatisfactory circumstances of themselves. Immediately after being allowed to go a bag of live pigeons was 
found in the lane through which they ran, and it was afterwards ascertained that a house had been robbed. The strangest 
circumstance of this case is that one of the men gave the same address as one of the three men found in Botany-Road on the 
26th instant.

Also, one of the three men referred to answers the description of a man who, at 6 a.m. the 25th instant, was seen by 
Senior-constable Quelch on the roof of a shop in Redfern-street, and who, on being disturbed by the senior-constable mounting 
a verandah after him, made off, after which a window adjoining the said roof, belonging to John Hunter’s boot shop, was 
found broken open.

Tbe constable feels it most unjust to him, that through the action of Senior-constable Quelch the ends of justice have 
been defeated, and a case which would have reflected some credit upon the constable has been lost. He also reports the* 
matter out of self-protection, as the whole of these circumstances are now public property in the district through the special 
constable. PATRICK M. BRENNAN,

Constable, No. 6,748.
Forwarded to the Superintendent. I was not previously made aware of these facts, no report having been made to me 

of the occurrence.—E. Lawless, Inspector. Q-. Read, Esq., Superintendent, 29/5/97.

Exhibit No. 8—Part f.
Redfern Station, 28 May, 1897.

Seniob-constablb Geoege H. Haebison respectfully reports, for the information of the Superintendent, with reference to 
the attached reports :—

That on the 26th instant, at 6 a.m., during the parading of the first relief by Senior-constable Bourte and the senior- 
constable, he saw Constable Brennan and Special-constable Brewin come into the station yard with three men, and on going out 
with the relief, Constable Brennan informed Senior-constable Bourke to the effect that he brought the three men, whom he had 
found under suspicious circumstances, running across Botany Road. Senior-constable Bourke told him to wake up Senior- 
constable Proctor, who was in charge of the station, and also to inform his Senior-constable (Quelch), who was then coming 
into the yard with the night duty relief. The senior-constables then went out to their respective sections, not knowing what 
transpired afterwards, leaving Senior-constable Quelch to deal with the matter, as it happened during his tour of duty and on 
the relief he had charge of, to which Constable Brennan was attached.

GEORGE H. HARRISON,
George Read, Esq., Superintendent. Senior-constable.

Exhibit No. 8.—Part g.
Redfern Police Station, 28 May, 1897.

Constable Aechibald Kidd respectfully reports for the information of his inspector that at 6 o’clock on the morning of 
the 26th instant the constable was on reserve duty, when Constable Brennan brought to the station three young men. The 

- 6 o’clock relief then marched in, and were dismissed by Senior-constable Quelch, who was in charge of them; and in answer 
to a question from the senior-constable, Constable Brennan said, “ These three young men were going up the Botany Road, 
and when they saw me they ran up Chaple-lane.” The constable said he followed them, and when he asked them what they 
ran for, one of them said he was taken short, and had to run up the lane to ease himself. Constable Brennan said he thought 
their actions rather suspicious, so he brought them to the station. The senior-constable then questioned them, when one of 
them said he was a dealer, and lived at Ultimo, and had been to Cooper-street, Waterloo, to call his mate, so as to get to 
the markets early. One of the men seemed to be known to Constable C. Willson, who was then going off dutv, and addressing 
him said, “You know me, Mr. Willson ; I live in Cooper-street, Waterloo.” Constable Willson said,-“ Yes, I know you ; 
you used to live in Cooper-street, but I have not seen you for some time.” The senior-constable asked Constable Brennan if 
he had looked round to see all was right where he saw them. He said, “ No ; I brought them straight to the station.”

The senior-constable then told the constable to enter the occurrence in the station Rough Book, which the constable 
did. The senior-constable then cautioned them about their actions, and let them go.

By what was said in the station the constable heard nothing more suspicious than the fact that they had run into the 
lane. They denied they saw the constable until he came up to them, when one of them was easing himself.

ARCHIBALD KIDD,
Edmund Lawless, Esq., Inspector. Constable, No. 5,754.

Exhibit No. 8.—Part h.
(Australian Star, Friday, 28th May, 1897.)

Robbery at Newtown.—A Pawnbroker’s Shop Entered.—Two Arrests in the City.
A FAWNBEOKING establishment at 107, King-street, Newtown, occupied by Mr. Isaac Cohen, was broken into early this morning, 
and a quantity of jewellery and other articles were stolen. Entrance was effected by breaking a window, and the orthodox 
ransacking process was accomplished without interruption. Two arrests were, however, made a few hours later in the city. 
Constable M'Atamney was informed about 8 o’clock that two men had been endeavouring to dispose of sundry articles at a 
second-hand dealer’s shop in Liverpool-street. The constable obtained accurate descriptions of the men, and was aware that 
sufficient time had not elapsed to enable them to leave the vicinity, even if they suspected that their movements had attracted 
notice. The constable, without much difficulty, located them at Mrs. Bailey’s “ Full and Plenty” restaurant, Pitt-street, and 
waited for the appearance of another officer to render help in the event of resistance. As no constable appeared he went 
across the road to the Central Police Station, and returned with Constable Welch. When tbe constables reached tbe 
restaurant they saw the two men standing in a right-of-way next the premises. As soon as they saw the police they made a 
hurried retreat to an outhouse, where they were captured. They were escorted to the Central, where portion of the stolen 
property was found upon each of them. They gave the names of William Murray, 30, a baker, and James Conlon, 26, a 
dealer. Conlon said to Constable M'Atamney that they received the goods in their possession from a man in the street.

The accused appeared before Mr. Addison, S.M., at the Central Police Court, and were remanded to Newtown to appear 
on Monday on a charge of, in company, burglariously breaking and entering the dwelling-house of Isaac Cohen, 107, King- 
street, Newtown, and stealing therein a box containing jewellery, spectacles, cutlery, and property in all valued at £6 10s., his 
property. Bail was not applied for.

Exhibit No. 8-—Part i.
Redfern Station, 28 May, 1097.

Senioe-constable W. E. Quelch respectfully reports for the information of the Superintendent with reference to the 
report of Constable Brennan of this station :—

That on Wednesday, the 26th instant, at 6 a.m., on parading the night relief at the Post Office to be marched into the 
station off duty, Constable Brennan was absent. On arriving into the station the senior-constable found Constable Brennan 
and three men in the charge-room. Senior-constables Bourke and Harrison and five constables had just marched out on duty, 
and were at the station when Constable Brennan took the men into the station, if the constable required any assistance.

On the senior-constable dismissing the relief, Constable Brennan reported the following:—“ As I was coming up 
Botany Road from Raglan-street I saw these three men on the footpath ; when they saw me they ran across the road to Chapel- 
lane ; I ran after them and caught ‘them, and asked them what was the matter; they replied that they ran into the lane to 
ease themselves, having taking short.” The senior-constable asked the constable if he had found anything wrong in the

locality
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locality he saw them. He replied, no j and also if he had seen them carrying anything. He again replied, no. The senior- 
constable then asked what he had against them. He replied, nothing; that he thought it very peculiar they should run 
away when they saw him, the constable, coming. One of the men, James Conlon, then said, “ You know me, Constable 
"Willson ;’5 who replied, “Yes; I know you right enough; who are these other two with you at this time.” They replied, 
“We have been to Conlon’s place.” As Constable Brennan had nothing further to report and the men not being known to 
be convicted of any offence, the report as stated by Constable Brennan was entered in the Rough Book at the station by 
Constable Kidd and the names and addresses also.

On taking the names and addresses, one of them, William Murray, gave Pyrmont in the first instance. After the 
other men’s names and addresses had been entered first, the senior-constable on asking Murray for his address again, he then 
gave at Mrs. Bayley’s Restaurant, Liverpool-street. The senior-constable then said, “You gave me Pyrmont just now.” 
He replied, “ Yesj that is my proper home, but I nm stopping at Mrs. Bayley’s just now.” The names and addresses given 
are—James Conlon, 111 Cooper-street, Waterloo; Harry Wilson, Bunn-street, Ultimo; and William Murray, at Mrs. Bayley’s 
Restaurant, Liverpool-street.

The constable clearly states in his report now, that he heard a grating sound and went towards the men, who ran away 
on seeing the constable. By so doing the constable had to pass the window, but saw nothing wrong. After he had passed 
and got these men and with the assistance he mentions, and having only to cross the road to the window, and still the 
constable does not go to ascertain if anything was wrong. Having stated he heard a noise, no boots were found on these men 
or in the locality they ran; and, according to the quantity of boots reported to be stolen, would make a good-sized parcel.

The constable refers to an instance that occurred on the morning of the 17th instant. On that date, at 4T5 a.m., 
Constable Bruce was passing along Zamia-street, and saw two young men passing at the corner of Marriott-street. A lamp is 
on that corner. They had nothing in their possession. Shortly after they passed through a lane to Young-street, and along 
to Redfern-street. As they seemed in a hurry, they were stopped at the corner of Redfern and Young streets, where the 
senior-constable was standing, and questioned by the senior-constable why they were hurrying. Whilst so doing Constable 
Bruce came round the corner from Telopia-street, and not the lane that Constable Brennan states they were chased by 
Constable Bruce. The men replied that they were going to the market and were late, and were running to keep themselves 
warm, which is a frequent thing to see at this period of the year. There was no charge against either of these men, as 
Constable Bruce clearly stated that he saw the men on the corner, and also before they got anywhere near the spot where the 
pigeons were found by the senior-constable, with nothing in their possession. A report wras made of pigeons being stolen some 
thirty-six hours after on that beat. One of the men gave bis address in this instance in the same street as one of the men 
brought to the station by Constable Brennan, but not the same house, as the constable appears to make out; neither does his 
description in any way resemble the man referred to.

The constable states that at 6 a.m., the 25th instant, that the senior-constable saw a man on a roof. At that time the 
senior-constable was with the constable and the whole of the relief at the station, and, after dismissing the relief, went home 
and put on a plain coat and hat, with the intention of going to the fish-market. On passing along Redfern-street, a man 
informed the senior-constable that he had a short time previously seen a man on Medcalf’s shop roof. The senior-constable got 
up from an adjoining place, and saw a man, about 80 feet away, clearing over the back, dressed in black, and disappear. It 
being dark at the time, and no assistance at hand, the man could not be found. A window at the hack of Mr. Hunter’s shop 
was shut down, but on examination was found to have been forced then or some time previous ; but nothing up to the present 
time has been reported stolen from those premises.

The senior-constable denies the wilful accusations made against him by the constable, and is of opinion that the 
constable’s report is made out by someone prejudiced to injure the senior-constable—the constable did not make his report out 
at the station in a manly may—and is certain it is not drafted out in the manner gifted to the constable’s ability. The 
constable’s report is a tissue of lies from beginning to end, and the senior-constable kindly asks the Superintendent to call 
upon Senior-constable Bourke, and constables Kidd, Willson, and Guthrie of this station, for a report, being present on the 
occasion when Constable Brennan gave the report of the occurrence, all of which is in the Rough Book at the station, and 
mentioned in the senior-constable’s report. Had the constable reported at the time what he now states, the senior-constables 
would most decidedly have gone down and seen for themselves what was wrong, whilst the men would have been detained. 
The route of the occurrence in the Occurrence Book states no person suspected.

WILLIAM E. QUELCH,
George Read, Esq., Superintendent. Senior-constable.

Exhibit No. 8—Part j.
Redfern Station, 29 May, 1897.

Constable Samuel Brown Guthrie reports for the information of Inspector Lawless, re men brought to the station on the 
morning of the 26th, by Constable Brennan, that on the morning of the 26th, when going off duty at 6 a.m., he saw three 
men in the station. He heard Senior-constable Quelch ask Constable Brennan what they were up to. Constable Brennan 
replied, “I saw them in the Botany Road, and when they saw me they ran up Chaple-lane. I ran after them, and caught 
them. I asked them what they ran away for. One of them replied that he only went up there to ease himself. I brought 
them to tbe Botany Road, and there met Bruin, the watchman, who assisted me to the station with them.” One of them 
turned to Constable Willson, and said, “ You know me, Mr. Willson.” The senior-constable then asked them their names :— 
James Conlon, 111 Cooper-street, Waterloo; William Murray and Harry Wilson, both of INo. 9 Bunn-street, Ultimo. The 
senior-constable'then asked Constable Brennan if he saw them carrying anything, and he replied, “Ho.” He then asked him 
if everything was all right in the locality. He replied, “ As far as I could see; but I thought it strange that they should run 
away on seeing me.” The senior-constable asked them where they lived again. Conlon and Wilson gave the same address ; 
but Murray gave that of Mrs. Bailey’s Restaurant, Liverpool-street. The senior-constable then said, “That is not the address 
you gave just now.” Murray then said that he was only staying at Mrs. Bailey’s, hut his home was in Bunn-street, Ultimo. 
Constable Kidd entered the names of the three men in the Rough Book, and they were allowed to go. This is all that passed 
in the constable’s hearing. SAMUEL B. GUTHRIE,

Constable.

Exhibit No. 8.—Part k. ,
Redfern Station, 29th May, 1897-

Constable Charles Willson reports for the information of Inspector Lawless re men brought to the station on the morning 
of 26th instant, by Constable Brennan :— *

. That on the morning of the 26th instant, when going- off duty at 6 a.m., he saw three men in the station. He heard 
Senior-constable Quelch ask Constable Brennan what they had been up to. Constable Brennan replied, “ I saw them in the 
Botany Road, and when they saw me they ran away up Chapel-lane. I ran after them and caught them. I asked them what 
they were doing there. One of them replied that they only came there to ease themselves. I brought them to the Botany 
Road and met the watchman, Bruin, who assisted me to bring them to the station.” One of them turned to the constable and 
said, “ You know me, Mr. Willson.” The senior-constable then asked them their names, and they gave the names of James 
Conlon, William Murray, and Harry Wilson. He then asked them where they lived. Murray and Wilson said they lived in 
Bunn-street, Ultimo. Conlon gave his address as 111, Cooper-street, Waterloo. The senior-constable then asked Constable 
Brennan whether he saw them carrying anything, and he replied “ Ho.” He asked him whether everything was all right in 
the locality, and the constable replied, as far as he could see ; but he said he thought it strange that they should run away on 
seeing him. The senior-constab'e asked them where they lived again. Conlon and Wilson gave the same address, but Murray 
gave another address—that of Mrs. Bailey’s restaurant, Liverpool-street. The senior-constable then said “That is not the 
address yon gave just now.” Murray explained that he was only staying at Bailey’s, but Bunn-street was his home. 
Constable Kidd entered the names and addresses, and the men were allowed to depart.

CHARLES WILLSOH,
Mr. Lawless, Inspector. ' Constable.

Exhibit
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Exhibit No. 8.—Part 1.
_ . Eedfern Station, 29 May, 1897.
-KEFEEBING to the prenous report of Constable Brennan, he begs to further state, for the information of the Superintendent, 
that two of the three men discharged by Senior-constable Quelch on the morning of the 26th instant are now in Darlinghurst 
G-aol, on remand, charged with burglary—the constable having seen them there and identified them.

George Read, Esq., Superintendent.
PATRICK M. BRENNAN,

Constable, No. 6,748.
Forwarded to the Superintendent, G. Read, Esq.—E. Lawless, Inspector, 31/5/97.

Exhibit No. 8.—Part m.
Memoeakdum.

Police Department, Superintendent’s Office, Metropolitan District, Sydney, 31 May, 1897.
Ie Constable Brennan informed Senior-constable Q.uelch of all the circumstances of the case, i.e., that he heard a grating 
sound close to a shop window, as if it were being tampered with ; that the three men ran away at such a speed that the 
constable was compelled to part with his cape to overtake them; and that they manifested an intention to resist arrest, 
inducing the constable to threaten to shoot them, it was undoubtedly the duty of the senior-constable to have detained them 
untd due inquiry had been made. But, according to the reports of the senior-constable and Constables Willson, Guthrie 
and Kidd none of the circumstances I have mentioned were communicated to the senior-constable, except that as soon as the 
men saw the constable in the Botany Road they ran away. All the reports should be shown to the constable, and he invited 
to make any further statement he may wish, after which I will decide the matter.

Inspector Lawless, Redfern. . Superintendent.

Exhibit No. 8.—Part n.
o c Trr t, ^ Redfern, 2 June, 1897.
Senioe-Coitstable W. E. Quelch respectfully reports Constable P. M. Brennan, No. 6,748, of this station, for maliciously 
trying to injure the senior-constable’s reputation. J

Th.e senior-constable begs to draw the Superintendent’s attention to the constable’s three statements, viz., the report in 
the first instance, entered at the station; secondly, the constable’s report against the senior-constable; and thirdly, the 
evidence of the constable, on oath, in the witness-box in support of a charge of burglary against the two men referred to in the 
constable’s report.

Before the constable had completed his evidence, his Worship (Mr. Deloherv) turned to Constable Bannan, conducting 
the case, and said, “ Is this all the evidence you have to put forward in support of this charge against these two men ” ? Oh 
his Worship being answered m the affirmative, turned to the constable in the witness-box, said, “ Did you see these men doing 
anything when you first saw them outside the shop” ? The constable replied, “ No.” His Worship then asked whether he 
“No ”m Carrylng anythmg> or lf 116 had found °r traced any of the property to their possession. The constable replied,

His Worship then heard and questioned the prosecutor as to all he knew in the case, and if he had any suspicion of 
or saw, these men on his premises. On the prosecutor replying “ No,” his Worship then said, “You have no evidence what
ever against these men to support this charge. You are discharged. It is only a case of mere suspicion.

The senior-constable asks the Superintendent if he would be good enough to have a copy of the depositions taken, with 
a copy of the entry in the Rough Book at the station, so as to compare the constable’s three statements with the reports of the 
senior-constable and those of Constables Kidd, Willson, and Guthrie. ' r

Tlie constable failed to give in his evidence on oath, the most vital parts which he had previously reported in writing 
to his Superintendent. ' r °

The constable was advised by Senior-constable Ingram at the station, he knowing the messages that had come through 
the telephones before the constable charged these men, that whatever he, the constable, done would he on his own responsibility 
word having come that this charge had been declined an entry in the charge-books at the other stations.
„ u , -c c . t , WILLIAM E. QUELCH,
George Read, Esq., Superintendent. . -------- Senior-constable.
Copy of entry in Rough Book at the Redfern Police Station, 26th May, 1897, re James Conlon, William Murray, and Henry 

Wilson, who were brought to the station by Constable Brennan. ’ J

t n i -,,i ^ ^ m Redfern Station, 3 June, 1897.
James Conlon, 111, Cooper-street, Waterloo; William Murray, Mrs. Bayley’s Restaurant, Liverpool-street, City • Harry 

Wilson, 9, Bunn-street, Ultimo. Brought to station by Constable Brennan at 6 a.m., 26th, who found them in Chapel-lane 
Alexandria, where they had run from Botany Road. They explained, “one of them had been taken short, and run into the 
lane to ease himself.” Allowed to go oy Senior-constable Quelch.

Entered m the Rough Book, in the presence of Senior-constable Quelch and Constable Brennan, by Constable Kidd 
„ 1on_ ARCHIBALD KIDD, '
6 a.m., 26th May, 1897. -------- Constable.

Exhibit No. 8.—Part o.
^ , „ Redfern Station, 2 January, 1897.
Con-stable Patrick M. Brennan begs jepectfully to report for the information of the Superintendent.

Senior-Constable Quelch states in his report that although the constable passed by the window which was broken onen 
it was not noticed by him. r

The constable begs to draw the Superintendent’s attention to that portion of the constable’s report where he states he 
went on tiptoe into the road and was seen by one of the men. The constable ran up the middle of the road after them, and 
thererore could not notice the window, as the road at that particular part was in darkness. After the men were turned out of 
the station, the constable was too disgusted at such a proceeding to make further inquiries, there was another constable then on 
the beat, so he went home.

The senior-constable further states that the constable’s report was framed by someone, other than the constable and 
strives to prejudice the constable’s report by stating his literary ability would not allow of him framing such a report. ’The 
constable begs to state that the only assistance he got was a few minor corrections made by his wife. The constable brought 
the prisoners to the station direct, as he thought men found under such circumstances as they were, should not have a chance 
to escape.

The two men (Wm Murray and James Conlon) .were brought before the Redfern Police Court on the 1st instant 
charged with burglary and discharged, 0. Delohery, Esq., 8.M., remarking it was most suspicious. In answer to his Worship 
the constable had to admit that the men were never searched at the station. The constable would undoubtedly have searched 
them and probably some of the stolen property would have been found on them, which would lead to further inquiries being 
made, and some of the property recovered when the men might have been found guilty of burglary, were it not that the 
constable was under the orders of his senior-constable.

The constable is at a less to know why it was the other constables made out their reports as they have done but 
believes they were m fear of the senior-constable. , r j ,
. L . Special-constable Brewin who assisted the constable to arrest the men, and will, I have no doubt, be available for 
interview. Sk

The constable in all other matters strongly adheres to his former report.
« -n ,i T7 o . . . , PATRICK M. BRENNAN,George Read, Esq., Superintendent. Constable, No. 6,748.

Exhibit
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Exhibit No. 8—Part p. .
[Memo.]

Eedfern Station, 3 June, 1897.
In forwarding the attached reply of Constable Brennan, after his perusal of the several statements of Senior-constable 
Quelch and Constables Willson, Kidd, and G-uthrie, I beg to state that I have read the depositions taken at the hearing of 
the case against these men; in it no mention is made of Brennan having heard a noise as of scratching or trying any window. 
Constable Brennan seems to be of nervous temperament, and being anxious to do his duty, “never having had a case of this 
kind before,” no doubt became excited, and neglected to tell the senior-constable the whole particulars, although he persists 
that he did. Attached is a copy of the entry made at the time by Constable Kidd at the station.

Senior-constable Quelch now forwards a report against Constable Brennan for maliciously trying to injure his 
reputation. I have, &c.,-

EDMUND LAWLESS,
George Eead, Esq., Superintendent, Metropolitan District. Inspector.

Exhibit No. 8.—Part q.
[Memo.]

Superintendent’s Office. Sydney, 4 June, 1897.
The statements of the constable with regard to the suspicious conduct of the three men referred to may be substantially 
correct, but the evidence is overwhelming that he only communicated a very unimportant portion of the particulars to his 
senior-constable, whose statement is supported by those of Constables Kidd, Willson, and Guthrie, whose reports agree with 
the entry in the Rough Book. . ...

Ihe constable, according to the statement of Mr. Lawless, is of an excitable temperament, and possibly imagined he 
had made a fuller report to his officer than he did, and there is the further fact that he had just previously been engaged 
with what to most men would be an exciting event. The discrepancy in his evidence at the Court and his written statement 
are unsatisfactory, and I am warranted in assuming that his deposition is the more reliable version of the matter. I trust, 
therefore, he will he more guarded in future. I think the circumstances scarcely warrant the belief that he had any 
deliberate purpsoe to injure his superior officer. I trust, therefore, Senior-constable Quelch will withdraw his complaint.

I notice the constable’s last report is dated in January.
G. EEAD,

Mr. Inspector Lawless, Redfern Station. --------- Superintendent.

Exhibit No. 8—Part r.
[Memo.]

Eedfern Station, 4 June, 1897.
The minutes of the Superintendent have been read and explained to Senior-constable Quelch and Constable Brennan.

Tbe senior-constable now states that he wishes to withdraw his report against Constable Brennan, who appeared to be 
satisfied with the decision of the Superintendent. I have, &c.,

' EDMUND LAWLESS,
George’Bead, Esq., Superintendent, Metropolitan District. Inspector.

Exhibit No. 9.
Copy of entry in Occurrence Book at the Redfern Police Station, 17th May, 1897.

Round, in a lane off Zamia-street, Eedfern, about 4'15 a.m., the 17th instant, by Senior-constable Quelch, and now at 
this station, an owner required,—a bag containing four pigeons.

* GEOEGE PROCTOR, S.-C.

Exhibit No. 10.
Copy of entry in Property Book, page 96, at Eedfern Police Station, 18th May, 1897.

Date, 18/5/97. Description of property, four pigeons. Round in a lane off Young-street on 16th instant, by Senior- 
constable Quelch. Stolen from J. Cussen, 42, Thurlow-street. Given to owner.

Exhibit No. 11.
This deponent, Patrick McJSvoy Prennan^ on his oath, states as follows:—I am a constable of police, stationed at 

Eedfern; about 3 p.m. yesterday I charged both accused while in custody on another charge with in company burglariously 
breaking and entering the dwelling-house of John Riddle, 29, Botany Road, Waterloo, on the 26th May, 1897, and stealing 
therein his property valued at about 30s.—three pairs of ladies’ shoes, and several pairs of boys’ hoots; each replied, “ not 
guilty ” ; I remember the 26th ultimo, about 5‘30 a.m.; I was standing near the corner of Botany Road and Raglan-street, 
Waterloo; I saw three men standing on the footpath under prosecutor’s verandah; I walked up the middle of the road 
towards them ; one of the men called out “Nit,” and the three of the men ran away ; they ran np Chapel-lane and into 
Spencer’s-lane ; I followed them ; I overtook them in Spencer’s-lane ; I drew my revolver and asked the men what was up 
now, how was it they ran away; the accused are two of the men; Conlon replied, “ I went up the lane to ease myself, I was 
suffering from diarrhoea” ; I said, “ It is curious that you hav’nt a button undone ” ; I then took them into custody under 
cover of my revolver, and marched them before me into Botany Road ; I there met Special-constable Brewin, who assisted 
me to take them to the station ; at the station the senior-constable took their names and addresses and they were let go.

To Bench : They were not searched ; Murray gave the name of William Murray, living in Pyrmont; he afterwards 
gave his address as care of Mrs. Bailey’s restaurant, Liverpool-street, Sydney; Conlon gave his name as James Conlon, 111, 
Cooper-street, Waterloo ; the third man gave the name of Wilson; I afterwards, about 8 p.m., found that the shop of Mr. 
John Riddell had been broken open; it was the shop under the verandah of which I found the three men ; I went off duty at 
6 a.m.; on the morning in question I passed the window of the shop about 4 o’clock, it was then intact; I identified the 
accused at Darlinghurst Gaol from amongst a number of others.

To Conlon : When I met you you were standing.
To Murray : When you went away I chased you; you ran up the lane; I pulled out a revolver; I saw no property on 

the men.
Taken and sworn at Redfern, this 1st day ^ PATRICK M. BRENNAN,

of June, 1897j before me,— )
C. Deloheby, S.M. 9

Exhibit
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Exhibit No. 12.
This deponent, Patrick Brennan, on his oath states as follows :—I am a constable of police, stationed at Redfernj 
about 5'30 a.m. on the 26th day of May, 1897, I was on duty at the corner of Botany-road and Raglan-street, Waterloo; I 
saw three men standing under the verandah of John Riddell’s shop, 29, Botany-street, Waterloo; both the accused were of 
the men ; there was another man; I walked into the middle of the road on tiptoe towards the accused to see what they were 
doing; one man saw me and cried out “Nit”; the three men then ran away across Botany-road into Chapple-lane; it was 
about 50 yards from the shop ; they ran up Chapple-lane ; I ran after them and they turned into Spence’s-lane; I came up 
with the men there; I then drew my revolver and asked them what their game was; one of them said, “ I was taken short and 
came up here to ease myself it was Conlon; I said, “It is a very curious thing you have not a button undone”; his 
clothes were in no way disarranged ; I marched the three of them into Botany-road, where I was joined by Special-constable 
Brewin, who assisted me to take the men to the Redfern Police Station ; when I got to the station I explained the circum
stances to Senior-constable Quelch in their presence; ho took their names and addresses and let them go; I have since found 
that none of the addresses were correct; the accused were not searched; at no time was a hand laid on them; before seeing 
the men, I heard a scraping noise in the direction of the shop window where they were standing; I had passed the shop 
window at 4T5 a.m.; the window was then intact; I told the senior-constable what had happened; I have since seen the 
window; the lower corner of one of the panes was sufficiently broken to allow of the property being removed.

To Conlon: I saw it the same day; as far as 1 remember it is the same evidence as I gave before ; 1 saw the accused at 

Darlinghurst Gaol amongst six others; I picked them out and put my hand on them and said, “ Those are the men.”
Taken and sworn at Redfern, this 10th day 1 PATRICK M. BRENNAN,

of June, 1897, before me,— )
G. H. Addison, S.M.

Exhibit No. 13.

This deponent, 'Patrick Brennan, on his oath, states as follows:—I am a constable of police, stationed at Redfern; 1 
remember the 26th day of May, 1897; about 5'30 a.m. I was on duty at the corner of Raglan-street and Botany road, 
•Waterloo ; I saw three men—accused, and Murray and Conran (Conlon)—standing under the verandah of a shop window, 
which I afterwards found to be John Riddle’s ; when I saw the men I walked out into the middle of the road to try and get 
as near as I could to them ; when I got a short way up the road one of the men cried out “ Nit,” and the three of them ran 
away across Botany-road and up Chapple-lane and into Spence’s-lane; when I got to the corner of Spence’s-lane and Chapple- 
lane the three men turned and faced me ; I drew my revolver and marched them down Botany-road; I asked them what 
their game was; Conlon replied, “ I was taken short and wanted to ease myself”- I said, “ It is a very strange thing that you 
have not got your dress undone ”; he had his dress in no way disarranged; I marched them down Botany-road ; I was joined 
by Special-constable Brewin, who assisted me to bring the men to the station; when there the men’s names and addresses 
were taken, and they were let go ; they were not searched; a hand was not put on them from first to last; I found all the 
given addresses were fictitious; I returned to the shop about 2'30 p.m.; I saw the front shop window broken ; I went there 
from something I heard ; I am sure accused is one of the three.

To Bench: I passed the window about 4'15 a.m. that day ; it was then intact; I first saw the three men right close to 
the window—so close as to touch it; I first heard a grating sound when I came to the corner.

To accused : I was about 130 yards from the shop at first; I then heard a grating sound ; I ran after you and had not 
time to look at the window; I swear you were one of the three men standing at the window ; I have since seen you at 
Belmore; I did not then arrest you as I had insufficient evidence at the time.
Taken and sworn at Redfern, this 15th day of 1 PATRICK M. BRENNAN.

July, 1897, before me,— )
C. Deloheby, S.M.

Exhibit No. 14.
Copy of entry in Rough Book at Redfern Police Station, 26th May, 1897.

James Conlon, 111, Cooper-street, Waterloo; William Murray, Mrs. Bayley’s Restaurant, Liverpool-street, City; 
Harry Wilson, 9 Bunn-street, Ultimo. Brought to station by Constable Brennan at 6 a m., 26th inst., who found them in 
Chapple-lane, Alexandria, where they had run from Botany-road. They explained one of them had been taken short and run 
into the lane to ease himself. Allowed to go by Senior-constable Quelcli.—6 a.m., 26/5/97.

Exhibit No. 15.
Copy of entry in Information Book at Redfern Police Station, 25th October, 1897.

James Siddons, 134, Botany-road, Alexandria, complains that young men about his shop at above residence annoy and 
threaten him, and throw stones at his premises. They, have broken three windows in his shop during the last three weeks 
from stone throwing. He desires police attention.

Exhibit No. 16.
Copy of entry in Rough Book at Redfern Police Station, 10th May, 1896.

. About 5 30 a.m., 10th instant (May, 1896), Senior-constable Quelch saw a man coming from Mr. Elynn’s, butcher, in 
McNamee’s-lane, Alexandria. On seeing the senior-constable he ran away. The senior-constable gave chase, and caught 
him at the corner of Margaret and Wyndham Streets, Redfern. He had a bag of meat and bread, a small bag of com, some 
sugar, and sundries in his possession. As he would not account for the things Senior-constable Quelch took him back to Mr. 
Elynn’s shop, and afterwards to Mr. Elynn’s house. He admitted stealing the articles. He was an engineer in Mr. Flynn’s 
employ, and he declined to prosecute. His name is Charles Russell, 59, George-street, Waterloo. *

*2—2N
Exhibit
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Exhibit No. 17.
Copt of entry in Rough. Book at Redfern Police Station, 16th March, 1894.

Round open by Brewin, the shop side door of Marshall's, chemist, 97, Regent-street, at 3’50 a.m., 16/3/94. Ro person 
resides on the premises; everything appeared correct. QUELCH.
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Exhibit No. 18. .
Copt of entry from Rough Book at Redfern Police Station, 17th May, 1897.

About 4'15 a.m., this date, as Constable Bruce was working Zamia-street he saw two young men Handing; seeing the 
constable coming they walked to St. Saviour’s-lane. and then ran through this lane to Young-street, to Redfern-street, where 
they were stopped by Senior-constable Q.uelch and questioned. Having nothing in their possession, and stating they were 
going to the markets and were running to keep themselves warm, their names and addresses were taken. 1st Frederick Page, 
3 Bunn-street, Ultimo (next [Senior-sergeant Roden), about 19 years old, 5 ft. 6 in., hair black,, fair complexion, very small 
black moustache, dressed in dirty light tweed trousers, no vest, white shirt, woollen singlet, outside dark sac. coat, black soft 
hat. 2nd—William Wilkinson,* at R. Robinson’s, 163 Albion-street, Pyrmont, about 19 years old, 5 feet, fair complexion, 
clean shaved, dressed in dirty brown mixture tweed sac suit and soft felt hat; wore sand shoes. A small bag was afterwards 
found in the lane, containing four pigeons, where they ran through. Pigeons now at the station ; an owner required.

Exhibit No. 19.
Attempt to Rob a G-ovebnment Store. ’

{Daily Telegraphy Saturday, 27 June, 1896.) .
As Senior-constable Quelch, of the Redfern police, was walking down Cleveland-streef, at about 7*30 last evening, he observed . 
a man acting in a suspicious manner in front of the building at 289 Cleveland-street, until lately used as a branch office of the 
Asylum Department. With the intention of watching his movements, Quelch crossed over into Prince Alfred Park, but the 
man made off towards Castlereagh-street, and when Quelch got there he had disappeared. Knowing the place tb be 
unoccupied, except at the rear, where a small out-building is used as a store for Asylum supplies, Q.uelcli proceeded through 
to the back which abuts on James-street; here he found that the door, which was padlocked, had been removed from its 
hinges, which were on the outside. Hearing someone approaching he hid in a dark coraer, and as the visitor entered the door 
he jumped out and grabbed him. It turned out, however, to be Mr. Coghlan, the clerk ih charge, who was returning to do 
some back work. A light being procured, it was found that an inner door had also been removed from its hinges, and access 
gained to the store. Samples of everything in the store had been heaped up ready to be carried away, a large sack being 
partly filled with a miscellaneous collection of goods. The thieves had decamped. Two screw-drivers were found on the floor, 
one of them bearing the stamped initials F.L.P. A constable was left in charge during the night.

Exhibit No- 20.
List of Articles, Mtall House.

HALF-bleached liolland, 46 yards; Russia crash, 14i yards; 5 pairs women’s leather boots, Ba.; 3 pairs women’s leather 
vamps, size 7 ; 4 pairs bath slippers, size 6; 2 pahs cloth vamps, size 7 ; 1 dozen braces D-E ; 1 dozen women’s single B.C.H. 
4 ; 1 dozen women’s single B.C.H.; 1 gross of pairs of laces ; 4 pairs of leggings (men’s) ; 3 dozen table-spoons, branded GhS.; 
3 dozen desert spoons, branded G".S.; 7 dozen Brooks’ cotton; 7 dozen Coates’ cotton ; 1 lb. black thread ; 1 lb. white 
thread; 2 water-proof sheets; 1 and 9-12 dozen of tape (white) ; 1 dozen fine-tooth combs ; 2 gross of white brace buttons ; 
1 set of draughtsmen; 2 gross of brace buttons (black); 9 pairs of specks; 2 cork-screws; 1 shoemaker’s emery board; 
1 pair of eyelet pliers.

Inventory of property packed ready for removal at Myall House, Cleveland-street.—26/6/96. 7’30 p.m.
Re Superintendent. 7 p.m. at corner of Cleveland and Baptist-streets.
Between 7T5 and 7*30 p.m., 26th instant; about 5 feet 8 inches, dressed in dark clothes; went into Park; saw me 

watching; cleared round Castlereagh-street; could not see him; returned; found door open; a man then came; pounced 
out on him; turned out to be tbe clerk. A-s^oon as light was struck it was found they had also taken the hinges off all 
doors inside and all sorts of goods heaped ready for removal. Branded with G-overnment Asylums’ brand. Two screw-drivers 
found in store. Clerk suspects the push next door, who, he says, were a bad lot. The next yard is Kimber’s yard.

Exhibit No. 21.
Copt of entry in the Rough Book at the Redfern Police Station, 16th March,, 1894.

Stolen during the night of 14/3/94, from an unoccupied house, Ko. 103, Pitt-street, Redfern, the property of Thomas 
Glover, 101 same street, three gas chandeliers, value 30s.; identifiable. Effected by getting through a fanlight. No person 
suspected.

5-50 p.m., 16/3/94.

Exhibit No. 22.
/ Copt of entry in the Rough Book at the Redfern Police Station, 5th April, 1894.

Stolen during the night of the 4th instant (April, 1894), from an unoccupied house, ^ 109 Pitt-street, Redfern, the 
property of ThomaS Glover, 105 Pitt-street, Redfern, a quantity of chandeliers and gas-fittings, value £4 ; damage done to 
the extent of £10. Effected by cutting a piece of glass out of the back window with a diamond. No person suspected.

9'45 a.m., 5th.

(For Exhibit 23 see plan.) Exhibit
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Exhibit No. 24. .
Copy of entry in Rough. Rook at Redfern Police Station, 26th Jane, 1896.

Between 7 and 7'30 p.m., 26th instant (June, 1896), Senior-constable Quelch, on passing the Government Asylum’s Store 
at the rear of “ Myall House,” Cleveland-street, Redfern, found that the back door had been forced open by unscrewing 
the hinges of the door. The place was ransacked, and a quantity of the stores were packed up in a sack ready for removal. 
Two screw-drivers were also found in the store. Nothing at present missing. ,

Exhibit No. 25.
Copy of paragraph published in Evening News, 19th January, 1891.
' ' The charge of Sunday selling at Redfern.

The case brought by Inspector Lawless against Joseph Briill for allowing liquor to be drunk upon bis premises at 1T0 a.m. 
on 7th inst., which was begun on Tuesday, was concluded at Redfern yesterday, before Mr. Smithers, D.S.M.

Mr. Carter Smith, solicitor for the defence, enlivened the proceedings somewhat by securing the depositions which were 
taken on Tuesday, and reading them in the yard at the back of the Court to his witnesses, who had not yet been examined. 
Inspector Lawless said ho considered it gross impertinence, and called the attention of the Magistrate to the fact. Mr. Smith 
was, therefore, called into Court, and ordered to deliver up the papers, being told he had no right to do such a thing. He 
explained that he considered he was perfectly in order in doing so, but would not have done it had he not left a full note of 
the proceedings which lie himself had taken at the time in another Court.

The case for the defence was then entered upon, and Mrs. Briill, Griffiths, and Constable Swan were examined. It was 
sworn that these persons, together with Mr. Cook, -were the only ones in the house at the time; that Swan had nothing to 
drink'after 11, and that Griffiths and Cook were lodgers.

Mr. Smithers dismissed the case, remarking that Senior-constable Quelch must have been mistaken when he thought 
he saw Swan drinking.

Exhibit No. 26.
Copy of entry in the Occurrence Book at Redfern Police Station, 2nd May, 1892.

Stolen, between 12, midnight, on the 31st ultimo, and 8 a.m., 8th instant, from “Myall House,” 289, Cleveland-street, 
Redfern, the property of the Government, a black marble clock, about 14 x 18 inches, temple entrance design, gold face, with 
two marble pillars each side of lace. Value, £5. Identifiable. Also, same time and place, the property of Mrs. Halloran, 
housekeeper, residing there, three common fowls—one black and two white ones. The whole house was ransacked. Nothing 
else missing at present. No person suspected.

G. PROCTOR,
----------------- Senior-constable.

Exhibit No. 27.
Copy of entry in Rough Book at Redfern Police Station, 28th July, 1895.

Found open, at 3 a.m., 26th instant (July, 1895), the shop door of Mr. Pogson’s shop, Botany-road, Alexandria. Called 
Mr. Pogson from his residence, who found all correct ■within. QUELCH.

Exhibit No. 28.
Copy of Entry in Rough Book, at Redfern Police Station, page 35.

Pogson’s grocery shop was found open at 12'40 a.m,, 6/6(95, by Senior-constable Bourke. Called Mr. Pogson, who examined 
the place ; all correct. BOURKE, S.-C.

' ' Exhibit No. 29.
Copy of Entry in Duty and Occurrence Book, at Redfern Police Station, 6th and 7th June, 1895.

Entry from Duty and Occurrence Book.—Senr.-const. Quelch’s Duty.
6th June, 1895, charge of relief, 6 a.m. to 10 a.m., and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.; 7th June, 1895, charge of relief, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 2 to 6 p.m. '

Exhibit No. 30.
Redfern Police Station, Friday, 20th August, 1897-

Constable Hill respectfully begs to report, for the information of his Superintendent, that about 5 p.m., tbe 18th instant, 
Senior-constable Quelch called at his residence and asked him, in the event of the constable being questioned regarding a 
certain matter which tbe senior-constable anticipated would be the subject of a future inquiry, to make certain false state
ments, to shield the senior-constable. The facts in question were as follows:—That about 4‘20 a.m., on February 16th, 
1897, the constable met Senior-constable Quelch, in plain clothes, coming from a vacant allotment on to the Botany-road, 
carrying a sack, which he said contained sand. The senior was in sole charge of tbe division at the time, and at 6 a.m. he 
was in uniform and took the relief ofE duty. Constable Whitehair, who was directly opposite, saw the constable stop 
Senior-constable Quelch. When the senior-constable called at the constable’s house, he asked him to say, if he was questioned 
about this matter, that he (Senior-constable Quelch) was off duty at the time, which would be telling a deliberate lie. And 
he added, “ If you will stick to me, I will stick to you. Say this for me, Ted.” Under the circumstances, the constable 
considers it his duty to acquaint his Superintendent of these facts.

EDMUND MASHAM HILL,
G. Read, Esq., Superintendent. Constable, No. 5426.

Forwarded to tbe Superintendent. I was not previously made aware of this matter.—E. Lawless, Inspector, 21/8/97. 
G. Read, Esq., Superintendent. Forwarded to Mr. Lawless for Senior-constable Quelch’s explanation, in writing.— 
G. Read, Superintendent, 21/8/97.

(For Exhibit No. 31 see plan.)

Exhibit No. 32.
Copy of entry from Rough Book at Redfern Police Station, 4th March, 1893.

Mb. Pogson’s place broken into on three occasions during the last three weeks—on tbe 22nd ultimo, 1st and 3rd instant, and 
on the first occasion 10/-worth of coppers stolen. Not identifiable. No person suspected. 3'45 p.m., 4/3/93. Attended to.

SUTHERLAND and MOORE.

Exhibit
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Exhibit No. 33.
Occurrence Book 31.—7th January, 1894; Const. Swan only booked from 10 to 2; his duty from 6 to 10 p.m. not booked 

at all.
Occurrence Books 37, 38.—28tli July, 1895; Const. Edwards booked off for police-court on Sunday morning.
Rough Book.— 12th May, 1896; Senior-const. Harrison; mistake in entry ; booked as 95 instead of 96.
Occurrence Book 42.—10th August, 1896; Const. Hill at court; went off for such ; not booked off. (J. Conner.)
Occurrence Book 42.—31st August, 1896 ; Senior-const. Quelch at court; went off; not booked off. (Hugh Williams.)
Occurrence Book 4i.—11th February, 1897 : Senior-const. Quelch at court; went off 20th ; not booked off. (J. Oldfield )
Occurrence Book 44.—15th February, 1897 ; Senior-const. Quelch at court; went off 23rd; not booked off. (William 

Edwards, William Mannerings.)
Occurrence Book 44.—16th February, 1897; Const. Walker at court; went off; not booked off. (Florence Ward.)
Occurrence Book 44.—16th February, 1897 ; no constables booked for beats 7 and 8 between 1 and 2 a.m.
Occurrence Book 44.—27th February, 1897 ; Senior-const. Proctor at inquest; went off early; not booked off. 17th May, 

1897; Senior-const. Quelch at court; time off extended. (Polo Ninet.)
Occurrence Book 46.—3rd August, 1897; Senior-constable Quelch at court; went off at 4; not booked off. (Mrs. Morphy).
Occurrence Book 46.—24th August, 1897 ; Senior-const. Quelch at court; went off at 4; not booked off. (John Heffcrnan.)
Occurrence Book 46.—27th August, 1897; Constable Walker at court; went off; not booked off. (Thomas Clune.)
Occurrence Book .—16th May, 1897; Senior-constable Quelch booked off at 3 a.m.; was the only senior-constable out, and 

was on duty to 6 a.m.

Exhibit No. 34, .
On the morning of the 16th February, 1897, Constable Hill stopped Senior-constable Quelch, dressed in an old water-police 
-jumper and a felt hat, carrying a bag, which he said contained sand for his canaries. Jones, the produce merchant’s man, also 
saw him coming out of Absalom’s paddock ; supposed he was a burglar.

FREDERICK: WHITEHAIR,
Constable.

Special-constable Brewin also near at hand.—Frederick Whitehair.

Exhibit No. 35.
• Copy of entry in Rough Book at Redfern Police-station, 30th July, 1895.

At 5'30 a.m. Senior-constable Quelch brought to the station a woman named Ann Brown, of Pitt-street, Waterloo, 
found in the parlor of the ‘‘Salutation Hotel,” where she had been detained by the licensee for an immoral purpose. The back 
of the hotel was open, and a light outside of the front door burning all night. Senior-constable entered with Constables 
Edward and Castle, and found the licensee having connection with the woman in the parlor.

SENIOR-CONSTABLE QUELCH.

Attended to. Constable Jackson for inquiry and report. This woman is married and living with her husband at above 
address.

Exhibit No. 36.—Part a.
Dear Sir, Balmain, 12 May.

The following case will, I think, be most fairly and best dealt with by you. Some want me to send it to Truths 
but I hare too much respect for the Police Department to do that. On Saturday night, the 1st of May, at quarter past 
11, a young man and most respectable girl had been in tbe Waterloo Park, 100 yards from the young lady’s residence, when 
a constable came up and made insulting remarks, took their names, and threatened to summon them for indecent behaviour. 
He tried to persuade the young lady to go for a walk with him and he would not summon her. Enquire fully into this 
matter and you will find most dastardly conduct by the constable. You doubtless know what constable would be on duty at 
that time. The name of tbe young man spoken of is Mr. L. Crosby, care of Kahla, draper, Regent-street, Redfern. He 
probably will give you particulars, though she does not want to be mixed in anything of tbe sort, for reasons easily understood.

Yours, &c.,
MARY WILLOUGHBY.

Referred to Mr. Lawless for inquiry and report.—G. Read, Superintendent, 18/5/97. Mr. Lawless.

Exhibit No. 36.—Part b.
Sir, Redfern Station, 21 May, 1897*

Tie attached letter of complaint: I have the honor to report that I have made inquiry, and ascertained that it 
was not the constable on the beat, as he was engaged with a charge before and after the time mentioned. I also interviewed 
Mr. Crosby, mentioned in the letter, who stated that he could not identify the constable; consequently it would be of no use 
his coming to the station, which I suggested. I subsequently saw him in Regent-street, when he stated that the writer of 
the letter had not given her proper name, and they had agreed not to proceed any further in the matter.

I have, &c.,
EDMUND LAWLESS,

George Read, Esq., Superintendent, Metropolitan District. Inspector.

Exhibit No. 37.
Copies of Duty Book at Redfern Police Station, February, 1897.

COPY of duty performed by Senior-constable Quelch from 16th to 18th February, 1897:—16th February, 1897, charge 
of relief, 12 to 6 a.m. and 10 to 12 p.m.; 17th, charge of relief, 12 to 6 a.m. and 10 to 12 p.m.; 18th February, 1897, charge 
of relief, 12 to 6 a.m. and 10 to 12 p.m.; 20tb, charge of relief, 12 to 4 a.m. and 10 to 12 p.m.

Copy of duty performed by Senior-constable Proctor from 19th to 20th February, 1897:—19th February, 1897, 
charge of relief, 12 to 5 a.m. (off for Court) and 10 to 12 p.m.; 20th February, 1897, charge of relief, 12 to 6 a.m. and 
10 to 12 p.m.

Exhibit



APPENDIX. 261'

Exhibit No. 38.
Copt of entry in Charge Book at Eedfern Police Station, 1st May, 1897.

Date
and hour of 
apprehen

sion.

Name of 
Prisoner. <v

tc
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n.

Ed
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n.

Offence.

Signa
ture of 
Watch- 
house
keeper.

Signature 
of appre
hending 

constable.

Signature 
of Prose

cutor.

How case 
disposed of, and 

Name of 
the Magistrate. D

at
e. Remarks.

1897.
1 May, 11-55 

p.m.
James Day 27

27

Dealer N.S.W. R.C. Read
and

write.

Drunk and disorderly 
in Wellington-street, 
Waterloo.

Unlawfully assaulting 
Frederick Robinson, a
constable of the New 
South Wales Force, 
whilst in the execution 
of his duty. '

Shaw.. Robinson

Robinson

20s., or seven 
days. F. S. 
Isaacs, S.M. 

40s., or twenty- 
one days.

3rd.. 25, Kel- 
lick-st., 
W.

»>

Exhibit No. 39.
Copt of entry in Information Book at Eedfern Police Station, 5th November, 1892.

George O’Donnell, 100, Pitt-street, Eedfern—Keeping a dog which did attack Constable W. E. Quelch, in Turner- 
street, Eedfern. ,

5'45 p.m. QUELCH.

Exhibit No. 40.
Application toe Summons. •

Constable William E. Q.uelch is directed to apply to the Magistrates at the Police Court at Eedfern for a summons 
against George O’Donnell, 100, Pitt-street, Eedfern. For that he on the 5th November, 1892, was owner of a dog that did 
then in Turner-street, Eedfern, attack one William E. Quelch, whereby his limbs were endangered.

{Signature of Officer)
Eedfern Station, 5th day of November, 1892. Sub-Inspector.

Exhibit No. 41.
Copt of entry in the Information Book at the Eedfern Police Station, 28th March, 1897.

Kate Jones, 60, Cooper-street, Waterloo. Obscene language within hearing of Cooper-street, Waterloo, at 1'30 a.m., 
28th March, 1897. To wit: “You sneaking bugger, you sucked all the money out of my sister, now you can suck her hole, 
you are a bloody sneaking bugger. I care as much for you and Chambers as I do for arseholes.”

. . EOBINSON.
Endorsed at side:—Constable Eobinson says not to send this information in on account of the time.

Exhibit No. 42.
Copt of entry in Information Book at the Eedfern Police Station, 22nd August, 1896.

Isaac Ashton, 151, Abercrombie-street, Eedfern. At 5T5 p.m., 22nd August, 1896, Keeping a ferocious dog that did 
attack in Abercrombie-street, Eedfern.

POLLAED.

Exhibit No. 43.—Part a.
Madigan—Illtreating a Horse.

Michael .Madigan, 26, cruelly illtreating a horse at Darlington, on the 18th August, 1891. 
till to-morrow. Bail allowed, self in £5 and one in £5.

Eedfern, 20th August, 1894. ---------

Pleads not guilty. Bemanded 

C. DELOHEBY, D.S.M.

Becognizance for the appearance of the Defendant, where the case is adjourned, or not at once proceeded with.
New South Wales,! 

to wit. I
Be it remembered that on the 20th day of August, in tbe year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety-four, 
Michael Madigan, of Shepherd-street, Darlington, in the Colony of New South Wales, blacksmith, and Owen Crilley, of 81, 
Darlington Eoad, Darlington, in the said Colony, carrier, personally came before the undersigned, one of Her Majesty’s 
Justices of the Peace in and for the said Colony, and severally acknowledged themselves to owe to our Sovereign Lady the 
Queen the several sums following (that is to say), the said Michael Madigan the sum of five pounds, and the said Owen 
Crilley the sum of five pounds, of good and lawful money of Great Britain, to be made and levied of their several goods and, 
chattels, lands and tenements, respectively, to the use of our said Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, if the said 
Michael Madigan shall fail in the condition indorsed.
Taken and acknowledged, the day and year first above-mentioned, 7 OWEN CEILLEY.

at the Police Office, Eedfern, in the said Colony, before me,— j MICHAEL MADIGAN.
Wm. Carson, J.P.

Condition.
The condition of tbe within recognizance is such that if the said Michael Madigan shall personally appear, on Tuesday, 

the 21st day of August, 1894, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, at the Police Office, Eedfern, in the Colony of New South 
Wales, before such Stipendiary Magistrate in and for the Metropolitan Police District, in the said Colony as may then be 
there, to answer further to the charge of cruelty to a horse exhibited against the said Michael Madigan, and to be further 
dealt with according to law, and there attend from day to day, until the charge shall be disposed of. Then the said 
recognizance to be void, or else to stand in full force and virtue.

Wm. Causon, J.P.
Exhibit
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Exhibit No. 43—Part b.
This deponent, William J5J. Quelcli, on oath, states as follows :—I am a senior-constable of police ; on 18th instant, at 

4 20 p.m., I was in Raglan-street, Darlington ; I saw a horse inside a blacksmith’s shop, which was shut up ; the horse was 
kicking; some children were looking through the fence saying, “Oh, the cruel man”; accused could have heard it; I went 
to a lane at the end of the shop where there is an opening intended for a window sash; I looked through that, and saw the 
accused with a red-hot iron burning the fetlock off one of (he animal’s hind legs; the foot was bleeding freely ; the accused’s 
left hand and 6 inches up his arm v%as smothered with blood; no new shoes were put on the horse; the shoe of the foot which 
was burnt was not touched; the only foot touched was a front foot that had some nails put in it; besides accused, two men 
were in the shop, one employed by the owner of the horse, he was holding the horse’s head, another gentleman, whom I have 
seen here to-day, wrho paid the farrier some money when they had finished; I went to the gate ; they opened the gate to bring 
the horse out; they saw me; the man at the horse’s head backed it in again and spoke to accused; while I was watching 1 
saw tbe horse kicking and limping and shaking ; I said to the man holding the animal, “ What is the matter with the horse,” 
he said, “ Nothing boss, only had a shoe put on” ; I asked accused the same question; he made the same reply; the other 
man attempted to take the bores away; I got it by the head ; I prevented him ; I said, “If there is nothing "wrong with the 
horse why are you burning it about the feet so, and causing it pain” ; Drake replied, “he only had a kick in the dray and • 
cut his foot” ; accused was present; I said, “ I can see no cut, the only thing visible is the burns” ; at that time some one 
brought tbe owner up ; he "wanted to take the horse away ; he came in the forge; he followed me to the station, and bailed 
accused out; I brought the horse to the station and accused; I charged him with cruelly illtreating the horse; accused 
muttered some reply; Crilley said, “ If anyone is in fault it is me ”; accused washed the blood off his hands at the forge.

To Mr. Mqffit: Accused never said, “ I didn’t do it” ; I never asked who did it; I said, “ What is the matter with the 
horse ” ; I know when a horse is being cruelly illtreated; I don’t know much about horses; it was never said, “No one here 
did it”; the horse was at once taken to the depot, and well kept and fed there; the horse was not clipped; I swear accused 
illtreated the horse.

To Police : I inquired who did it, to see was it necessary; they denied anything being the matter.
Taken iftid sworn at Redfern, this 21st day ^ WILLIAM E. QUELCH.

of August, 1894, before me,— )
C. Deloheby, S.M.

Exhibit No. 43—Part c.
This deponent, Thomas Vane, on oath, states as follows :—I am a sergeant of Police; about 4.45 p.m. on 18th instant, 

I saw the horse at the station ; I looked at it; the off hind leg, I think, was bleeding; the horse seemed very lame, and held 
his foot up, as if in great pain; I saw the horse go away.

To Mr. Mqffitt: I used to know a good deal about horses; the horse had the appearance of having a greasy heel; I 
have seen them fired by a hot iron ; a fungus growth may have been removed ; horses are fired for greasy heels.
Taken and sworn at Redfern, this 21st day! THOS. YANE.

of August, 1894, before me,— j
C. Deloheby, S.M.

Exhibit No. 43—Part d.
This deponent, Michael Madigan, on oath, states as follows :—I am a farrier ; on 18th instant I never operated on the 

horse ; he had greasy heels and a fungus growth called “ stones”; tbe proper process is searing ; I think it is less painful in 
the long run to operate ; the horse is working now; the blood on my hand got on through my fastening a loose shoe; I 
swear I never performed the operation; I am proprietor of the farriery; Crilley was the man who did the operation; he 
performed it carefully and skilfully.
Taken and sworn at Redfern, this 21st day ^ MICHAEL MADIGrAN.

of August, 1894, before me,— )
C. Deloheby, S.M.

Exhibit No. 43—Part e.
This deponent, Thomas Green, on oath, states as follows :—I am a Yeterinary Surgeon, and a Member of the College of 

Yeterinaries ; I have a diploma ; I remember the horse ; I saw it after 18th instant; it had been suffering from greasy heels, 
and had a fungus growth, which would be best removed by firing ; the result of the operation was successful, and relieved the 
horse from all pain ; before the operation he would be in pain ; cauterising the place was the right process.

To Police : Didn’t see the horse before tbe operation; an unskilful operation would cause unnecessary pain.
To Bench : The operation was a skilful one; my evidence was not believed once by a Magistrate; I do not admit the 

method of a red-hot sharp shovel to be the correct one ; burning the growth away would be correct
Taken and sworn at Redfern, this 21st day| THOS. G-REEN, M.R.C.Y.S.

of August, 1894, before me,— )
C. Deloheby, S.M.

Exhibit No. 43.—Part f.
This deponent, Tom Drake, on oath states as follows :—I am a labourer employed by Mr. Crilley ; accused didn’t 

operate on the horse, or touch it with a hot iron ; he only fastened a shoe ; accused had blood ou bis hands from lifting tbe 
foot to examine a shoe ; the foot was bleeding before the operation was performed ; the horse seems better now ; I told the 
constable that accused didn’t perform the operation ; I wasn’t drunk.

To Police : The horse hadn’t got a kick in the dray ; I admit saying it had ; I had hold of tbe horse ; I don’t know 
what Crilley paid the farrier; I saw he was well dressed, as he is to-day; 1 was stopped by the police ; I shoved the horse 
back into the shed.

To Bench : The operation was done at the forge; I don’t know what Crilley went away for ; he may have been away 
for ten minutes.
Taken and sworn at Redfern, this 21st day > THOMAS DRAKE.

of August, 1894, before me,— )
C. Deloheby, S.M.

* Exhibit No. 43—Part g.
This deponent, Oiven Crilley, on oath states as follows :—I am owner of the horse in question ; I operated upon the 

horse in the shed, with searing irons, for greasy heel; I tried a lotion; I then used the searing iron as the lotion was not 
successful; I have been amongst horses since 1871; I have performed the operation before in the presence of a veterinary 
surgeon ; I left the shed with the irons ; I saw the constable at the corner of Codrington-street and Darlington Road ; the 
horse kicked very little ; I went home to mix some oil; the growth used to bleed of its own aecord; it would be painful; the 
horse is a great deal better now than before.

To Police : I have a very good memory ; I saw Quelch at a quarter past 4 p.m.; I was dressed as I am now ; I had 
no blood on me ; I said to the police “ you have arrested tbe wrong man, you don’t know what you are doing ” ; I never said 
anything about sending the horse down to be operated on; I had no oil when I came down; I mentioned to the police about 
the oil; I asked for the horse to be taken home.
Taken and sworn at Eedfern, this 21st day ^ OWEN CRILLEY.

of August, 1894, before me,— )
C. Deloheby, S.M. •

Exhibit
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Exhibit No. 43.—Part h.
This deponent, William E. Quelch, on oath, stated as follows (re-called) :—X am 

Crilley said “ I am the man who sent the horse down to be done ” at the station; I swear 
yards of Codrington-street and Darlington Koad that day.

Taken and sworn at Eedfern, this 21st day )
of August, 1894, before me,— ) ‘

C. Deloheby, S.M.

a Senior-constable of Police; 
I was not within a hundred

WILLIAM E. QUELCH.

Case dismissed. ,

Eedfern, 21st October, 1894.
C. DELOHEBY, S.M.

Exhibit No. 44.
Copy of letter from Senior-constable W. E. Quelch to Superintendent G-eorge Eead.

Eedfern Station, 20 August, 1897.
Senioe-constable W. E. Q.uelch most respectfully makes application to the Superintendent for permission to prosecute 
Mr. Norton, the proprietor and editor of Truth newspaper, with reference to article published in that paper on Sunday, the 
8th instant.

The senior-constable brought the publication under the notice of his inspector, who advised tbe senior-constable to 
take no notice of it, but now that a Member of the Assembly has thought fit to bring the matter into Parliament behind the 
back of the senior-constable, the senior-constable’s reputation is assailed, having no means of defending himself, by the 
remarks used inside that Chamber being privileged.

The senior-constable has consulted Mr. Charles Bull, solicitor, in the matter, and that gentleman considers that a 
prosecution should take place in reference to the article published. In the interest of the Force the senior-constable, 
therefore, asks the Superintendent if he would be good enough to recommend the senior-constable’s application and assist 
the senior-constable as far as practicable.

W. E. QUELCH,
George Eead, Esq., Superintendent. ■ Senior-constable.

* Exhibit No. 45.
Copt of letter from Senior*constable Quelch to Superintendent Read.

Redfern Station, 1 September, 1897.
Senioe-constable W. E. Quelch respectfully applies to the Superintendent for permission to be allowed his testimonials 
of character, held by the Department, for the purpose of producing to the Court of Inquiry to be held with reference to the 
statements made by Mr. Dacey. The senior-constable also applies for permission to produce the books at the station having 
reference to any entry touching on the matter, and such of the Occurrence books having records of the duty performed.

WILLIAM E. QUELCH,
G-eo. Read, Esq., Superintendent. Senior-constable.

Exhibit No. 46.
Copt of entries in Duty-book at Redfern Police Station, June, 1895.

1 June, 1895—Charge of relief 12 to 3 a.m. and 2 to 6 p.m.
2 „ „ Plain clothes 8 a.m. to noon and 6 to 10 p.m.
3 „ ,, Charge of relief 6 to 10 a.m. and 2 to 6 p.m.
4 ,, „ Charge of relief 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 to 6 p.m,
5 ,, „ Charge of relief 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 6 to 10 p.m.
6 ,, ,, Charge of relief 6 to 10 a.m. and 2 to 6 p.m.
7 „ „ Charge of relief 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 to 0 p.m.
8 „ ,, Charge of relief 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 6 to 10 p.m.
9 „ „ Plain clothes 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 7 to 10 p.m.

10 ,, ,, Charge relief 6 to 10 a.m., Rosebery Park Races.
11 „ ,, Charge relief 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 to 6 p.m.
12 ,, „ Charge relief 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 6 to 10 p.m.
13 „ „ Charge relief 6 to 10 a.m., Court 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
14 „ „ On leave.
15 „ „ Charge relief 6 to 10 a.m. and 2 to 6 p.m.
16 ,, ,, Plain clothes 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 6 to 10 p m.
17 ,, ,, Charge relief 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 5 to 6 p.m., and Licensing Court.
18 ,, „ Charge relief 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 4 to 6 p.m., and Licensing Court.
19 „ ,, Charge relief 6 to 10 a.m. and 2 to 6 p.m.
20 „ Charge relief 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 to 6 p.m.
21 ,, „ Charge relief 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 6 to 10 p.m.
22 „ „ Charge relief 6 to 10 a.m. and 2 to 6 p.m.
23 ,, „ Plain clothes 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 7 to 10 p.m. •
24 ,, ,, Charge relief 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 6 to 10 p.m., and Licensing Court.
25 ,, ,, Charge relief 6 to 10 a.m. and 2 to 6 p.m., and Licensing Court.
26 „ „ Charge relief 6 to 10 a.m. and 2 to 6 p.m.
27 „ „ Charge of relief 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 to 6 p.m.
28 ,, ,, Charge of relief 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 6 to 10 p.m.
29 „ „ Charge relief 6 to 10 a.m. and 2 to 6 p.m.

. 30 ,, „ Plain clothes 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 6 to 10 p.m.

[4 Plans.]

Sydney: William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1898.
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Exhibit N?5, Part B,

Longitudinal section of door in Pitt-street, Redfern, 
of the “ Somerset Hotel.”

r e\,.

Keyhole.

was m it. K!Hr

Hence the question is : If a side of 2| in. gives 
a height of If in., what will a side of 
170^ in. (that is the width of the room 
and the thickness of the door and lock) 
give, and is expressed proportionally thus:

m. m.
91 • 341
*■2 •• a- 1A8 9 ft. 2 in.

Add the height of keyhole to floor, 2 ft. 6 in., 
and the eye has a range of vision of

11 ft. 8 in.
that Senior-Const. Quelch had at the 
“ Somerset Hotel.”

-<*>•

of room 14 ft, wide in a doorway of which, right in front of 
him, S. C. Quelch says he saw Const. Swan drinking.

PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHED AT THE GOVT. PRINTING OFFICE, 
SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES.
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Exhibit N° 5r Part C.

16642 SIG. 2K.

Plan showing horizontal space under S.-C. Quelch’s eye on the alleged ease of drinking after hours.

PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHED AT THE GOVT. PRINTING OFFICE, 
SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES.
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RAILWAY

PROPERTY

A Grocery Store kept by McBiron Popson.
B Residence of Senior Const W.E. Que/ch,
C Spot where S. C. W. E. Quetch rested on 

Absalom's vacant /and.
D Railway/ Property where S. C. W.E. Quetch 

alleges he obtained the sand which Mr 
Dacey M. L.A. alleges was sugar.

E Sand near S. C. W.E. Que/ch's residence.
Blue line drawn by S.C. W.E. Quetch indicates 

course taken by him with empty baysJoing 
from his house to Railway Property for sand.

Red line indicates route taken by the S. C. on 
the return journey with the sand.

SIG. 2 16642
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1898.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

PRISONS.
(REPORT ON, EOR THE YEAR 1897.)

Printed under No. 1 Report from Printing Committee, 30 June, 1898.

The Comptroller-General of Prisons to The Minister of Justice.

Slr> Comptroller-General’s Office, Sydney, 20th June, 1898.
I have the honor to present to you my Annual Report upon the Prisons 

Department of New South "Wales for the year 1897. The statistical tables have been 
rearranged and added to, and they exhibit the general operations of the twelve months.

2. The year has been a very busy one, and has been characterised by the initiation of 
many changes in procedure, the more important of which are described in a separate 
appendix. It has also been thought well to include therein particulars of some few altera
tions which were brought into operation after the close of the year, but which had been 
in course of preparation during the twelve months. Appendix I contains reports from the 
officers-in-charge of all the more important prisons. They describe the effects of the 
various changes recently introduced, and their experienced opinions are of considerable 
value. Appendix II deals with the industrial branch of the gaol system, and briefly 
describes the increase which has taken place in the industries, details being shown in the 
two summaries attached to Mr. Urquhart's report. Appendix III refers to medical and 
lunacy matters. Appendix IV is in two parts—A, containing various statistics in 
connection with prisoners ; and Part B, dealing with expenditure, and the number and 
distribution of the staff. The remaining appendix briefly explains the nature of certain 
changes which took place during the year, or shortly after its close ; and it also contains 
the new and amended Regulations which have been authorised by the Governor-in-Council 
during the same period.

3. The number of prisoners of all kinds on the 31st December last was 2,260, as 
compared with 2,357 on the same date of the preceding year. This showed a decrease 
of 97, while the general population increased from 1,297,640 to 1,323,460. Not since 
1883 has the prison population been so low in number at the close of any year. The 
ages of those confined showed that 307 were under 25 ; 545 between 25 and 30; 720 
between 30 and 40; 395 were between 40 and 50; while of the remainder 291 were 
upwards of 50, and the ages of 2 were not ascertainable. Just 56 per cent, were between 
25 and 40 years old. Omitting prisoners under sentence of imprisonment only and 
those awaiting trial or under remand, the remainder (1,852) were serving sentences as 
follows Over 2 years, 762 (11 females), and not exceeding that period, 1,090 (159 
females) ; the figures for the preceding year were 813 and 1,167 respectively. During 
the year 1897, exclusive of one life-sentenced prisoner, 193 persons were sentenced to 
penal servitude or hard labour for terms of 3 years and upwards, the, average sentence 
being between 4 and 5 years. ■

4.83—A
[875 copies—Approximate Cost of Printing S.L. (labour and material), £90 5s. Id.]
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4. The entries and discharges numbered 14,737 and 14,834, as compared with 
17,012 and 17,115 in 1896. These figures show a very gratifying drop in the number of 
persons committed to gaol during the past twelve months as compared with each of the 
two years before. In 1895 the committals were 18.552, or 27 more than in the preceding 
year. In 1896 they fell to 17,012, and in 1897 the number was reduced to 14,737—a 
decrease of 2,275 as compared with 1896, and of no less than 3,815 as compared with
1895. In two years the entries to gaol decreased 20 per cent., while the general popula
tion of the country increased from 1,277,870 to 1,323,460 during the same period. The 
decrease was principally among the vagrant and petty-offender class, who much dislike 
some alterations which have taken place in gaol routine. A chart has been prepared, 
and is included in this report, showing the number of entries to gaol and the increase of 
the general population year by year since 1879. In 1880 the proportion of entries to 
prison to the general population was 2'32 per cent. In 1897 the proportion wras only
111.

5. It must be observed that included in the total number 14,737 are persons 
who, having been convicted more than once during the year, are consequently counted 
more than once. Drunkards and habitual vagrants continue to come and go under 
existing prison conditions, from which they derive little or no benefit from a reformative 
point of view. Some practical change in present methods is urgently required. I have 
already outlined a plan for dealing with this class of persons, and you have sanctioned a 
sum being placed on the Estimates for the construction of a penitentiary for vagrants 
and casual drunkards, and of an inebriate asylum for the habitual drunkards. The 
sites proposed for these establishments are healthfully and conveniently situated, and it 
is earnestly to be hoped that nothing will occur to prevent the early realisation of a 
much-needed reform. To show the necessity for some alteration, it is pointed out that 
on the 1st May of the present year there were in Biloela Gaol 6 men whose convictions 
averaged 104 each, and 6 women who averaged 160 each. One unfortunate had been 
sent to prison on no less than 351 occasions.

6. One striking feature in connection with the number of gaol entries is that 
57 per cent, were imprisoned in default of payment of fines. Out of 14,737 persons 
sent to gaol no less than 8,342 were so dealt with. The experience of the English 
Commissioners for Prisons is similar, and in a Bill now before the Imperial Parliament 
it is proposed to allow "part-payment of fines where the full amount cannot be produced. 
It is explained that “ the detention of such persons in prison may be both harmful to 
themselves and injurious to their families, and it has long been the rule of the Home 
Office that every facility should be afforded them of obtaining their release. These 
facilities, it is proposed, should be extended by allowing, in those cases in which a portion 
only of the amount can be raised, a reduction of sentence to be made, bearing the same 
proportion to the full term as the portion of the fine paid bears to the full amount. 
The results of this proposal will be important from a financial point of view as well. 
81,439 persons, or more than half the total number of those received into prison during 
the year, were committed to prison in default of payment of a fine. If,*in the numerous 
cases in which the prisoners could have raised a portion of the fine, that portion could 
have been accepted in part satisfaction of their punishment, the Exchequer and Local 
Authorities would have received a large sum, and, at the same time, the State would 
have been relieved of the cost of their maintenance in prison.” With these views I 
thoroughly concur. The adoption of a similar plan in this country would be attended 
by beneficial results.

7. The total number of prisoners convicted at the Circuit Courts and Courts of 
Quarter Sessions during the year was 892. Of these 410, or 46 per cent., had not been 
previously convicted; 145 (16'2 per cent.) had 1 previous conviction; 86 (9 7) had 2; 
50 (5'6) had 3 ; 42 (4’7) had 4 ; 23 (2-6) had 5; 78 (8‘7) had from 6 to 10 ; while the 
remainder, 58 (6'5), had over 10, and in some cases over 20, previous convictions.

8. The conduct of the prisoners has been generally good, and the great bulk of 
them conformed to the Regulations. Some of the reforms introduced considerably 
interfered with customs of long standing, and naturally caused a certain restlessness ; 
but, notwithstanding the changes introduced, the year showed but comparatively little 
punishment. Eor the first time for many years no corporal punishment took place ;

2
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1.150,000

18,750 ...

14,750 ...

Prisoners counted once every time received. If J. Smith 'was received six times in year he would be counted 6.

Red line shows growth of general population.
Black line shows number of entries into gaol.
In 1880, the proportion of entries to gaol to the general population was 2'32 per cent.
In 1897, the proportion of gaol entries to the general population was I'll per cent.
If the gaol entries had increased in the same proportion as the general population, the entries for 1897 would have 

amounted to 30,791. Actually they were 16,054 below that number.
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3
and of the total number of prisoners received into gaol, over 95 per cent; received no 
punishment at all. Escapes (3 recaptured) were 4 in number, as compared with 13 
escapes, or attempted escapes, during the previous year.

9. The cases of sickness treated were fewer in number than in 1896, and the 
general health has been good. The deaths, exclusive of 3 executions and 1 suicide, 
•amounted to 21—a very small proportion to the total number of prisoners, when it is 
considered that the gaols are occasionally made use of for the reception of aged or 
diseased persons, who, for various reasons, cannot gain admission to public hospitals, 
and against whom therefore a charge of vagrancy is preferred in order that they may be 
sent to gaol for the purpose of receiving medical treatment. Table C gives particulars 
of the various deaths, several of which occurred a few days after reception. Two 
recent instances of this took place at Young, where some old- men, suffering from 
illness, none of whom had previous prison history, were committed to gaol for vagrancy. 
One died two days after admission, and the other on the day following his reception 
into prison. If the Charitable Institutions Department had small local centres estab
lished in various parts of the country for the reception of sick paupers who cannot 
obtain hospital treatment, the Prison establishment would be relieved of a task which 
it is unsuited to perform.

10. Table E gives particulars of each case of insanity occurring in prison. The 
total number treated was 156, of whom 110 showed symptoms of insanity on reception 
into gaol, and 15 within one month after admission. In addition, 365 persons were 
sent to prison charged with being of unsound mind or for protection, besides others 
who were received in a demented condition suffering from the effects of drink. 
Altogether, upwards of 500 persons were treated in prison for actual or supposed 
insanity. This entailed work of a character which could not be satisfactorily performed. 
The gaols were never intended to take the place of lunatic asylums, and the gaol 
officials were certainly not selected on account of any special knowledge they might 
possess in the treatment of the insane. There are few matters in connection with 
prison administration which need more immediate attention than the question of the 
treatment of insane prisoners, or of those strongly suspected of insanity. A Board 
has been appointed by you, composed of the Chief Medical Adviser, the Inspector- 
Gleneral of the Insane, and the Comptroller-General of Prisons, to deal with this 
important subject, with a view to bringing about a change in the existing system which 
is admittedly unsatisfactory.

11. No alteration took place in the number of prisons, although intimation has
been made that two new gaols are to be opened at "Wyalong and Narrandera respec
tively. The existing prisons, which seem numerous for such a country, comprise 8 
principal gaols, 11 minor gaols of the first class, 4 of the second class, and 36 police 
gaols—altogether 59. They contain 2,165 cells of various kinds, a number still insuffi
cient to admit of each prisoner having a separate cell. More accommodation is, 
however, being provided at Parramatta and at Tamworth ; and this, together with the 
construction of the new Penitentiary, will allow of the very desirable plan of giving 
each prisoner a separate cell being carried out, and of so preventing the association 
which now has to take place for lack of room. .

12. The Departmental reorganisation which was commenced upon my assuming 
office in June, 1896, was continued during the year; one effect being to still further 
reduce the expenditure for salaries in the principal gaols. Omitting the police gaols, 
the savings in this direction in 1896 amounted to £6,922. Eor the year now under 
review a further larger saving was effected to the extent of £7,651, making a total drop 
of £14,573. Table 9 shows details of this 'retrenchment, which was largely brought 
about by not filling up unnecessary positions as they became vacant, and by a 
rearrangement of duties. The daily average number of prisoners in the gaols referred 
to was 171 less than in 1895 ; but notwithstanding this, the cost per head decreased by 
£4 6s. lid. as compared with that year, and by 18s. 9d. as compared with the cost in
1896. The total amounts appropriated for the services of the Department for the three 
past years were £117,707 for 1895; £100,699 for 1896 ; and £98,514 (including 
£2,200 from Treasurer’s Advance Account) for 1897—a decrease of £19,000. Under 
present conditions, the yearly amount required for the future, should not exceed

• £98,000.
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£98,000. This amount might be reduced, however, if a number of expenses now 
unfairly borne by the Prisons’ establishment, were made chargeable to the proper 
votes, such as those for the Lunacy, the Charitable Institutions, and the Sheriff’s 
Departments. It is quite possible too, to lessen the cost without impairing efficiency 
by reducing the status of some of the minor gaols, and so reducing the staffs. Some 
of these places should never have been built. As it is, they have to be kept in order, 
but it is a waste of money and a waste of power to maintain them on the present scale. 
At one of these establishments the prisoners cost annually £100 per head; at another they 
cost £73. At each establishment there is a gaoler, a matron, a senior-warder, visiting- 
surgeon, two chaplains, and four warders, all receiving pay; and they have a daily 
average number of prisoners to look after of fourteen in one place, and of twenty in the 
other. Both gaols are connected by rail with one of the labour prisons, and it would be 
easy to transfer all but the very short-sentenced persons, and thus do away with the 
necessity for the comparatively large staff that is now maintained. A reduction such as 
has here been suggested was carried out recently in the cases of the gaols at Wollongong, 
Tass, Porbes, and Wagga Wagga, resulting in a saving of 53 per cent., the cost decreasing 
from £4,905 per annum to £2,326 ; while no inconvenience has arisen from the change 
in methods. A map has been prepared showing the position of each of the gaols and its 
status, the distance from the nearest railway stations, and the number of prisoners at the 
close of the year.

13. The report of the Director of Labour on the gaol industries shows that a 
large . increase'has taken place in the work turned out by prisoners. The new orders 
received, from various G-overnment departments for goods not hitherto made in the 
prisons, created much additional work of a remunerative character, and enabled the 
larger gaols to keep the inmates busily employed. The total value of the labour only, 
performed by prisoners (excluding domestic work, cleaning, cooking, and so forth), 
amounted to £19,000, computed at a reduction of 17 per cent, on the preceding years’ 
prices for articles made for other departments. The occupations comprised making

' clothing for the Hospitals for the Insane, clothing for the Charitable Institutions, 
clothing for the aboriginals, boots and leggings for the police, beds and bedding for 
hospitals, 2,500‘ pairs boots—in addition to manufacturing many other articles—for the 
State Children’s Belief Department, and a large amount of brush-making, book-binding, 
mat-making, tinsmithing, upholstering, &c., for various G-overnment departments. In 
addition, all the warders’ uniform clothing and boots were made by the prisoners, who 
also manufactured all of their own clothing and boots, as well as the various utensils and 
furniture used in the different gaols. . A large amount of building work has also been 
undertaken, especially at Parramatta, Tamworth, Young, Biloela, Bathurst, and 
Maitland. The marble industry at Bathurst has kept a number of men fully employed, 
and at Trial Bay substantial work has been done in the construction of the breakwater. 
Towards the close of last year a commencement was made to cultivate the waste lands 
surrounding the different gaols. This outdoor work is of a wholesome and remunerative 
character, and is beneficial in every way. It has been extended during the past year 
with excellent results, and provision is being made to still further enlarge its operations. 
No afflictive or penal labour, such as the crank, treadmill, shot drill, &c., is carried on in 
our gaols. 1

In connection with the industrial branch of the prison system, tasks have been 
instituted in all occupations, and are regulated by a fixed schedule. The prisoners 
employed are, on completing their tasks, given a small indulgence, and are also credited 
with their earnings, which vary according to their being in gaol for the first, second, or 
third time. On serving a fourth conviction, they receive the indulgence, but are not 
otherwise remunerated. They can, however, in common with prisoners of fewer convic
tions, work in excess of their task, and for all such extra labour they are credited with a 
share of the value of their work. The earnings paid to prisoners on discharge last year 
amounted to £1,804.

14. With regard to the treatment of prisoners, the most important changes 
effected were in the direction of abolishing the yarding system; the setting apart of 
Goulburn Gaol for first-convicted prisoners under sentences of twelve months and 
unwards ; and the reclassification of female prisoners. The first-mentioned alteration,

when

4



Salaries Chart.—Showing decrease in Salaries, month by month, from June, 1896, to December, 1897, 
caused by not filling up unnecessary positions as they became vacant.

In June, ]896, the amount paid for salaries was £6,794 7s. 2d:, or at the rate of £81,532 yearly.
In Dec., 1897, „ „ „ £5,603 Is. 9d., „ „ £67,237 „

A further saving has been effected since December, 1897. Rate of saving 
' effected (salaries only)..............................................................................  £14,295.

Amounts voted. Salaries and Contingencies.
1896- 97 ....£l' OO KQQ ^ Difference between 95-96 and 97-98, £21,393, but it is probable the vote for the
1897- 98 . 96 314 j latter year will be exceeded by £2,000, reducing the saving to £19,000.

SIS. 83
PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHED AT THE GOVT. PRINTING OFFICE,

SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES.
25598
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when completed, will be the largest measure of reform yetdntroduced into the gaols of 
the Colony. It will restrict the opportunities for contamination by abolishing the 
association of prisoners in yards and in cells, and it will undoubtedly add to the 
discipline and good order of the service. By setting apart Goulburn Gaol for the 
treatment of certain first-convicted persons, it is hoped to still further lessen the dangers 
arising from association ; while the same aim has influenced the reclassification by 
prisons, of the female inmates. The latter plan has not yet been completed, but, so far 
as it has been carried out, the new departure is likely to effect much good. Amongst 
other alterations in procedure, which are being carried out, are:—

The lighting of cells.
The general adoption of physical drill in connection with the treatment of young 

prisoners. .
Improvement in hygiene as regards the clothing, &c., of female prisoners.
The separation of trial prisoners who had been previously convicted from those who 

had not.
Improvements in the character and quantity of library books.
The use of books by short-sentenced prisoners.
The numbering of prisoners so as to lessen the chances of recognition by former 

fellow prisoners after discharge.
Improvements in various sanitary directions.
The introduction of boot-cleaning.
Improvement in cooking and dietary arrangements.
Introduction of a few simple drill movements in order to encourage order and 

regularity in moving about the gaols.
The extension of the remission system to prisoners serving sentences of twelve 

months and under (sanctioned since close of year 1897).
Most of these matte’rs are fully explained in Appendix Y, to which I beg to 

invite attention. The reports from the various oflicers-in-charge of gaols, contained in 
Appendix I, also supply information in connection with many of the changes above 
referred to.

15. The arduous and somewhat unthankful task of reorganising the internal 
working of the various gaols, which was commenced at the latter end of 1896, was 
continued during the year, and occasioned considerable alterations in discipline and 
routine. The detector-clock system and the change in the hours of night-duty were 
extended to all the principal gaols. The duties of many of the posts were altered ; 
greater attention was given to drill; and several other changes in routine were adopted 
with beneficial results. It was found that the staff could be largely reduced without 
impairing efficiency, and consequently, during the eighteen months ending in December 
last, no less than fifty-three warders’ situations were left unfilled, as from various causes 
they became vacant. The accompanying chart shows the operations of retrenchment, 
month by month, during the period named.

It was found possible to allow an annual holiday to all classes of warders, to 
extend Sunday leave, and to allow, for the first time, a general system of sick leave on 
pay. Since the close of the year, Begulations have been approved of by which the 
deductions from salaries for the use of quarters have been reduced 50 per cent.; and, 
in certain cases, extra allowances have been granted to warders stationed in remote 
districts. In addition, refreshments have been allowed to officers on night gua!rd; and 
those engaged in drilling 7th class prisoners have received extra pay. All of these 
advantages, which have been conferred with your approval, have created a large additional 
expenditure, hut this has been more than compensated for by the savings brought about 
by the abolition of unnecessary offices.

16. With a view to the gradual improvement of the status and morale of the 
subordinate staff some very important reforms were brought into operation, by which, 
amongst other things, an educational test was applied to applicants for employment. 
This will have the effect of preventing any further additions to the ranks of illiterate 
officers. It has also been provided that the lower ranks will not be eligible for promo
tion until they pass a qualifying examination in various subjects connected with the 
theory and practice of prison work. It is intended to institute small libraries containing

works



406

works on criminology and prison management at all the principal gaols for the use of 
the officers, and every inducement will be held out to warders to qualify themselves for 
examination and promotion. A minimum and maximum rate of pay has been established 
for each rank with regular yearly increments—-contingent on good behaviour—leading 
from one to the other, and it is hoped that all of these changes will, as time goes on, raise 
the standard of efficiency. Pull particulars of these regulations will be found in 
Appendix V.

17. Upon the whole, the warder’s staff has done good work. The majority are 
steady, intelligent, and interested in the discharge of their duties, and no less than eighty- 
eight officers were rewarded by promotion. But there are still some men whose want 
of education and other drawbacks should have prevented their admission to the service. 
It is to be regretted, too, that certain of the staff have been disloyal to their employment 
by trafficking with prisoners, by neglecting their work, and by otherwise breaking the 
regulations. The following list will show the number of retirements, promotions, punish
ments, &c., during the past three years :—• '

6

Year. Retired. Resigned. Dismissed. Fined. Reduced in 
rank. Promoted. Transferred. Exchanged.

1895 ...... 7 ii 7 22 3 21 41 9

1896 ...... 67 21 11 25 1 42 102 5

1897 ...... 10 23 7 38 12 88 109 14

18. Several important changes in the personnel of the higher grades of the service 
took place, and the head-quarters staff was reorganised. This latter arrangement led to 
the appointment of Mr. A. H. Collis, for many years Deputy-Comptroller, to the 
position of Governor of Darlinghurst Gaol, at which place he hg,s effected a great 
improvement in management. Mr. McCauley was promoted to the position of Deputy- 
Comptroller and Inspector of Prisons ; Mr. Willard received a well deserved promotion 
to the rank of first clerk, a position which he occupies with advantage to the department; 
the new office of statist and accountant was filled by the transfer of Mr. Windon from 
the Department of Justice; and several other promotions took place amongst the sub
ordinate clerical staff. Mr. Bloxham was appointed Governor of Goulburn Gaol; 
Mr. Urquhart was placed generally in charge of the industries as Director of Labour; 
and Mr. Jay was promoted to the charge of Armidale Gaol, vice Mr. Govers, deceased.

19. During the year I was enabled to visit all of the gaols other tha,n the police 
gaols. All of the prisoners were seen, and 456 were afforded the opportunity to prefer 
verbal requests on various subjects. In addition, the officers of all ranks were inter
viewed, and an estimate obtained, by personal observation, of their qualifications. A 
routine of duty was affixed to the various positions, and subsequently a framed copy of 
each person’s duties (apart from the General Begulations) was framed and hung up in 
the lodge of every prison for general information. In addition, the Deputy-Comptroller 
made a large number of inspectorial visits, which were the means of checking certain 
abuses and of bringing about an improvement in discipline. It may here be noted that, 
besides the 456 verbal requests made to me by the prisoners, 876 written applications 
were carefully considered and dealt with.

20. In Appendix Y, I have ventured to indicate some directions in which reform 
should take place in the future. All of these matters have received your consideration, 
and, by your direction and approval, initiatory steps have been taken to carry some of 
them out. The treatment of inebriates; the construction of a separate prison on modern 
lines for females; the establishment of a penitentiary for misdemeanants, casual 
drunkards, vagrants, and petty offenders; the treatment of lunatic criminals; the 
complete lighting of cells; the education of illiterate prisoners; the improvement of 
hygiene and of sanitary appliances generally; and the abolition of the yarding of 
prisoners, are all among many matters which it is hoped will receive practical attention 
in the future. Legislation is greatly needed to restrict the entrance into this Colony of 
the criminal class from elsewhere. At present, New South Wales is at a serious 
disadvantage in this respect, and, amongst other consequential disabilities, has to support

■ in
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in its prisons a large number of prisoners wbo have graduated in crime elsewhere, and 
who are allowed to enter this country after it has become dangerous for them to remain 
in their native states. At one of our prisons on the Victorian border, of the total 
admissions during twelve months, only 22 per cent, were native born. Of the remainder, 
25 per cent, were from Victoria, which colony has a very stringent enactment against 
the admission to its territory of discharged criminals from New South Wales and 
elsewhere.

21. In another direction, not connected with the'Prison administration, but which 
has much to do with the broad question of checking the growth of the criminal population, 
is the matter of the reformatory treatment of juvenile wrongdoers. It is satisfactory 
to observe that few children are now committed to prison. None should be. Legal 
technicalities occasionally hinder the dictates of common sense, and children are 
consequently sent to gaol. To put a stop to any chance of further foolish proceedings of 
this sort, legislation is required. Power should be given to the judiciary, as well as to the 
magistracy, to commit all persons under 17, whatever might be the offence charged 
against them, to reformatory institutions for the young. Exceptional cases might arise 
where some other course was advisable, but they would be few in number, and a special 
statement should in such cases be required from the sentencing authority to be made in 
open Court. The present dividing lines between the Reformatory and the Industrial 
School should be abolished, and all such establishments should form part of a common 
system under one management. At present, classification is attempted on imperfect 
lines, with the result that boys are. sent to the Industrial School who are fitter subjects 
for the Reformatory, and vice versa. There is no present power to correct such 
errors. The only possible chance to arrive at a proper classification is by personal 
and careful observation after sentence, assisted by the history and antecedents of each 
case. A receiving depot for observation, with other graded institutions differing 
in treatment and in discipline for the reception of the various classes, is what is needed ; 
and transfers from one to another as conduct and character improved or deteriorated 
should be allowed at the discretion of the controlling head. Accompanying the necessary 
legislation to make the foregoing treatment possible, should also be provision for the 
treatment of habitual truants who largely form the class from which the reformatory 
boys are recruited; the regulation of juvenile hawkers and newsboys ; and the preven
tion of street wandering, after certain hours at night, of young girls, unless accompanied 
by their parents or other responsible persons. The best way to reduce crime and to 
relieve the community of the intolerable expense and suffering which it now entails is to 
see that hoys and girls are exposed to contaminating influences as little as possible. 
If persons neglect their parental duties the State should intervene for the general good.

22. The thanks of the Department are due to the Howard Association, the 
Inspector-G-eneral of Victorian Prisons (Captain Evans, R.N.), the Manager of the 
Elmira Reformatory, United States, and to a large number of prison authorities in 
various parts of the world, for the assistance and valuable advice which have been 
afforded. I would also beg to place on record my high appreciation of the services and 
assistance rendered by the Deputy-Comptroller, Mr. S. M'Cauley, throughout a very 
trying and eventful year.

I have, &c.,
EREDK. W. NEITENSTEIN,

Comptroller-General of Prisons.

APPENDIX I,
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APPENDIX I.
Reports from officers iu charge of the following gaols : —

1. Darlinghurst Gaol.
2. Goulburn Gaol.
3. Parramatta Gaol.
4. Bathurst Gaol.
5. Berrima Gaol.
6. Biloela Gaol.
7. Maitland Gaol.
8. Trial Bay Prison.
9. Albury Gaol.

10. Armidale Gaol.
11. Broken Hill Gaol.
12. Deniliquin Gaol.

13. Dubbo Gaol.
14. Porbes Gaol.
15. Grafton Gaol.
16. Hay Gaol.
17. Mudgee Gaol.
18. Tamworth Gaol.
19. Wagga Wagga Gaol.
20. Wilcannia Gaol.
21. Wollongong Gaol.
22. Yass Gaol.
23. Young Gaol.

1.—DARLINGHURST GAOL.
Extract from the, Governor's Report.

I have the honor to submit the annual returns for the year 1897. There were 5,149 males, 1,563 
females, total 6,712 prisoners received, and 5,184 males, 1,614 females, total 6,798 discharged, during 
the year. ' Their conduct, on the whole, has been good ; they have been usefully and remuneratively 
employed on the various industries. The recent introduction of standard works of fiction has been 
conducive to good behaviour in the yards.

The physical drill has been kept up with advantage to the health and discipline of those under
going it; they lose the sullen dogged appearance frequently seen on seventh-class prisoners. There 
is no doubt that the seventh-class treatment is a vast improvement on the former practice of associating 
young offenders with each other and older criminals. It is certainly punitive, but I am of opinion 
that the system of drill is more advantageous than the monotonous exercise on the circle. It improves 
those undergoing it physically.

Extract from Report of Government Medical Officer as to the effect of Physical Drill on Seventh- 
class Prisoners.—“ The improvement in the. condition of seventh-class prisoners, who have been drilled, 
is plainly observable. In my opinion such prisoners on discharge* have a great advantage over the 
ordinary seventh-class prisoner. They are in good condition and fit to engage in hard manual work. 
With increased muscularity and physical well-being there is usually increased self-respect, and, con
sequently, less likelihood of their returning to their former ways.—Robt. T. Patch, Govt. Medical 
Officer.”

The system of night duty, inaugurated in 1896, has been carried out satisfactorily during the 
year, and is much appreciated by the officers. The alteration in the overseers’ hours has brought 
about an improvement in the management of the workshops. Better arrangements have been made 
for the storing of prisoners’ private clothing.

Prisoners awaiting trial for the first time have been separated from those previously convicted.
The ventilation of the wings has been greatly improved by the removal of the iron ceilings of the 

corridors. The major portion of the Gaol has been repainted; and minor repairs and alterations have 
been effected.

The rations supplied had in some instances to be rejected, but on each occasion the contractors 
sent in a fresh supply of good quality.

I took charge of the Gaol on the 10th qf August last. The personnel of the staff has been greatly 
changed during the year.

The number of female warders has been reduced by four on account of removal of prisoners to 
other Gaols.

The conduct of the officers has been good; they have worked well and accorded me loyal support.
The Regulations and orders have been strictly complied with, except such cases as have been 

reported.
The general health of the prisoners has been good.
There has been a decrease in salaries, as compared with the year 1896, to the amount of 

£961 8s. 7d. The decrease in the salaries of 1897 is caused by the reduction in the staff.
With reference to the cost of this Gaol for the year 1897, compared with 1896, the saving in 

salaries has been chiefly brought about by the reduction in same having been extended over the whole 
period of 1897, whereas the reduced rates of pay were only six months in force in 1896, viz., from 30th 
June. Towards the close of 1897, three female warders were transferred to Biloela Gaol, and another 
resigned, whose places were not filled, thus making a further saving. The contingent expenses have 
increased slightly over £1,409, chiefly through better clothing and new blankets being issued to 
prisoners, the extra clothing supplied to female prisoners, towels, and other necessary articles ; the 
increase under this heading being over £800. During the year 1896 no water-rates are shown as being 
paid, as at the time a dispute with the Water and Sewerage Board existed ; but in 1897 water-rates 
amounting to £432 2s. 5d. were paid, and alterations to the tank cost a further sum of £44 17s. 6d. 
The gas account in 1897 shows an increase of £41 15s. This is attributed mostly to the extra quantity 
used in the manufacture of goods, a material increase in this department having shown itself in 1897 
as compared with 1896.

Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

Description of Employment.

Daily Average Number of Prisoners.
Value of

Prisoners’ Labour.
Males. Females. Total.

M anufactures— £ s. d.
Blacksmiths......................................................... *8 *8 41 3 8
Bookbinders............................... ......................... 7*8 7*8 308 16 10

8-7 8*7 616 19 8
Carpenters ......................................................... *7 *7 42 15 3

45'1 45*1 820 4 10
30 T 30*1 338 16 6

1*2 1*2 28 17 10
131 13*1 452 0 5

Tailors ............................................ ................. 18*4 18*4 541 10 2
7*1 7*1 692 0 2

Turners................................................................. 2*8 2*8 104 18 6
*8 *8 79 8 11

45'I 36 6 0

Total......................................... 151-6 30-1 181-7 4,103 18 9
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Description of Employment.
Daily Average Number of Prisoners.

Females.

In Buildings—
■ Blacksmiths. 

‘"Carpenters ,
.Labourers.....

’"'Masons.........
“ Painters .....

Total.

Employed in Ordinary Prison Service—
Barbers...................................................
Blacksmiths (repairs)...........................

' Cooks and assistants...........................
Sweepers and cleaners ‘........................
Carpenters (repairs) ...........................
Hospital and observation attendants.

' Labourers............................................ ‘ _
_ Messengers and servants ...................
* Needlewomen (repairs) ...................
‘""Painters ...................... .’.......................

. /Shoemakers (repairs)...........................
' School and store...................................
’ Tailors (repairs) ...... !...........................
•‘Tinsmiths (repairs) ...........................

, Wash and garden ...............................
. .Writers...........................

3 4 
3-8 

11-2 
1-2 
3-3

22-9

• Total.....................................
N on-effectives—

Awaiting visiting justice ............................
Debtors....................................................

’ Exempt from work .....................................
Ineapables, and keeping themselves ..........
In hospital ................................................. ’"
Medical treatment.............................................
Received too late, and discharged too early

for work .................................................
Trial and remand ..........................................

_ Under punishment..........................................
Unemployed Sundays and holidays ..........

Total.

2-3
4-3

14-9
41-4

DO
8T

11-8
7'9

■4
1- 3 
6-5
2- 2 

•8
12-4
6-4

121-7

1- 3
2- 9 
2-0 
6-8

23-2
111

25-4
44-1

1-2
58-9

Grand Total.,
176-9

3-8

4- 8
5- 7

Total.

Value of
Prisoners’ Labour

3-4
3-8

11-2
1-2
3-3

22-9

5 6

27-6

•1
•2
T

1-2
6-2

•4

7-2
5-6

•4
13-6

35-0

473-1 92-7

1- 4 
3T
2- 1 
8-0

29-4
11-5

32-6
49-7

1-6
72-5

£ s. d. 
204 3 11 
179 10 0 
376 10 7 
111 0 11 
269 10 0

1,140 15 5

2-3 77 13 9
4-3 305 2 8

14-9 501 0 10
49 T 1,647 8 5
10 60 13 0

11-9 402 0 0
11-8 396 17 8
12-7 430 4 9
5-7 29 11 7

•4 34 17 4
1-3 50 4 5
6-5 219 5 1
2-2 68 14 1

•8 65 0 0
180 605 17 3

6-4 215 4 2

149-3 5,109 15 5

211-9

565-8 10,354 9 7

ARTHUR H.

2.—GOULBURN GAOL.

COLLIS,
Governor.

Extract from the Governor's Report.
on that^dltT*111'11*'-App°inted t0 this r)ePartment and Gaol> February 20th, 1897,1 duly took charge
and d;S?nbnetoTS^ff'rT^e con,d’?ofc of the staff generally has been, with few exceptions, satisfactory, 
the interests of cf ta“ cases. cautions, reprimands,’or fines have been found necessary in
The seme DePartm®nt- These have been tempered with advice and encouragement. Result:
The same officer has seldom been up a second time for dereliction of duty.
to Warder Scott promoted to Darlinghurst; Senior Warder Steele
to Berrima ; Ist-class Warder'M‘Kay to Bathurst; V. Codrington, juSior clerk, to Darlinghurst: 
Pmb't^ War^rs Armstrong to Albury, E. Irwm to Darlinghurst, G. B. Broadbent to Broken Hill;

t0 D»l^urst: Female Warder Miss Amor to
Rnthnr?tffic|f appwte^'—O0ll0*uins5ffi1cers,took UP duty ^-Governor, Chief Warder Bromley from 
Waite from Brok™aHdnr a?dls|;-olassTJWarder Tierney from Berrima ; 3rd-class Warders
Cl-frksnn WBt ^ HlU,aad Shepherd from Berrima ; Probationary. Warders Morris, Bailey, and

Mr’ Rich-dKex, appointed schoolmas/er and

Prisoners received, discharged, totals, &c.—Total number of prisoners received for year 378 •
one dayi 288> on 22nd March; wst’2i1’ °n 22nd

causes.”>eainSboth^cSesdiseaseewasSad*vanced>when receivecL"8 held' from natural

, Health of prisoners.—General health of prisoners very good, and, so far as local cases so the
patients for ^he11 ve^T^611' Difily act"ally ik hospital, 8-479, representing 101 prfsoner-
reWuterlfo J QThls, number would have been further reduced could certain cases have been 
relegated to asylums. Some have been inmates of either hospital or observation cells all, or nearly all 
their time, and others remanded for transfer by police to asylums. Scheming or malingering have 
h!Ilmfre'1T ’ tih0-Uf / so™e attemPts are occasionally made to get out of certain work. The hospital 
has been made as bright and cheerful as a few flowers, pictures, &e., can make it. ih genuine casesPthe 
prisoner is treated as a patient first, and prisoner after-hufoanity and economy combined.
defective^r^n, anltarJ-Cundlm0n’ g°'?d’ ’ Sev,eral very necessary additions and improvements effected; 
defectii e drainage remedied. Two galvanised air-vents to carry off sewer-gas have been erected bv
sorut°hn l0UrTbeeneTh m lan%at female 0n the north side, and lale, corner of wirkshops^
water nfoel of tL eSCaP’e f°r fewer‘fas Pr.10r to this appeared to be in upper floor (bath-room 
it was remedLdhatGnnne rd qUarters,- 0n, being pointed out to the Government Architect’s Officer 
ZZTi re“®dled at °ace’ and an unpleasant and dangerous matter removed. In several instances 
exact localities of drains do not appear to have been minutely recorded. -

,. y?nduct of prisoners.—Conduct of prisoners and general discipline have been sood and a
in1trodutrtfonr0nVfement 18 uotlcea1i1,e a11 r°und d.nring the latter half of the year. Notwithftanding the 
introduction of many new matters of detail—some practically removing cherished customs8 and 
practices there has been relatively no trouble m enforcing them, and punishments have been decreasing.

Nuisances
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Nuisances, known as “pushes ” and “ pebbles,” in the yards, or elsewhere, have become almost, 
if not quite, an unknown quantity. >

Liberal use of special yards, and strict application of the term “ indulgence, as applied to tea 
and tobacco, for only those deserving cases where it is earned, have been the main instruments used in 
bringing this about. .. ,.

Punishments.—Total punishments for year, 103; that for the last quarter, 18—a considerable 
reduction in number. - .

Record Reign.—In honor of Her Majesty’s “Record Reign,” extra remission m cases ol certain 
well-conducted prisoners was granted by the clemency of the Executive. ^ >

Uniform Appearance.—Uniformity in dress and geiieral appearance have been given attention 
to. Handkerchiefs of unbleached calico, "blacking for boots, and several minor items have been adjusted 
or supplied. . . .

Drill.—Drill of officers has been regular, and shows much improvement. The Morris aimmg- 
tubes asked for, and which have been approved by you, will, when they arrive, allow of full practice 
being indulged in without loss of time.

Night Duty.—Night-watch system works well, and has been faithfully carried out, as may be 
gathered from the fact that upon but very few occasions has any officer, senior-in-charge or sentry, 
been found fault with; and this though I have visited the posts, at all hours, between 600 and 700 
times since February. The Deputy-Governor, in addition, also visits them in the same way.

Staff.—The female warders’staff has been reduced from three to two.
Female Prisoners.—Six prisoners on 31st December, 1897, being two first-timers and four others. 

Conduct of female prisoners has been good, with few exceptions. Like the male prisoners, they have 
been kept employed at suitable work. . -i j * i-

Library.—Library stock of books has been increased to 1,375. They include standard nction 
by Dickens, Lytton, Thackeray, Scott, &e., and are welcomed by prisoners. Method of distribution 
improved. , _ ,

Principal visits.—Principal visits for the year:—Comptroller-General of Prisons, March 5th, oth, • 
and 7th, July 19th and 20th ; Deputy-Comptroller of Prisons and Inspector, January 28th and 29th, 
June 9th and 10th, September 27th and 28th, December 13th ; His Honor Judge Fitzhardinge, July 
29th; His Honor Judge Stephen, October 15th; Government Architect, February 2nd and November 
19th ; Acting Government Architect, September 18th ; Government Architect, Queensland, February 
2nd ; Swiss Consul, June 16th ; Mr. R. H. Reilly, Inspector Public Accounts, April 30th. Visitors to 
the gaol have been admitted according to new regulation 60. # ,

First-convicted Prisoners’ Gaol.—It having been decided to make this a first-convicted prisoners 
gaol, steps have been taken with that end in view, and a number of prisoners, old offenders, have been 
transferred during the last quarter to other gaols. In their places first-convicted men have been sent 
here. Total number, other than £t first-timers,” 69. Of those are a number of short-sentence men, 
from local courts, whose sentence will expire at such an early date as not to make it worth the expense 
of transit, escort, &c., to transfer them before discharge. These, and all such, are kept as nj^h; as 
possible apart from all first-convicted men. The latter number 135. (Females, 4 old hands and 2 first 
convicted, not included in these numbers.) I scarcely think many of the old hands look with favour 
upon the approaching restricted association system. This, the numbering, and several other matters 
of detail go against their grain, as they lose much that was valued by them in prison and in freedom. 
To the better-class prisoner these disadvantages will not be likely to appear.

Quality of Work.—The quality of work done in the shops is good, and shows marked improve
ment all round latterly. “ Indulgence” must be honestly won. Tasks have been raised.

Agricultural Work.—Agricultural work has been made one of the features of the year, and has 
been attended with successful results. Gangs of four prisoners under one armed warder have hee^ 
employed daily since I took this work in hand. Generally three or four gangs have been kept at 
trenching, manuring, and preparing land for vegetable growing. There have not been any attempts 
to escape during the year. There is now an area of 6 acres 3 roods 20 perches under cultivation—one 
garden on the north and one on the south side of the gaol. Half of the latter has been made up almost 
solely of soil carted out of the tip. The whole has been trenched from 18 in. to 2 ft. deep, as required.

Crops.—The potato crop here is, up to now, said to be looking better than any in the neigh
bourhood ; and with these, and the prospect of a large pumpkin supply, swedes, marrows, onions, 
parsnips, carrots, cabbage, &c., and succession crops in a fair condition, I hope to keep the gaol well 
supplied, and independent of contractor’s supplies. .

Effect on Prisoners.—Prisoners, with the exception of some to whom any kind ol work is 
objectionable, have welcomed the opportunity to assist in the labour of growing their own vegetables; 
and though of necessity the hours in the hot months are not the ones selected by the free farmer as 
most suitable for operations, still the work done has satisfied me under the circumstances, and results 
may be left to speak for themselves. It was fortunate that recently, when it became impossible here 
to obtain good potatoes, the gaol garden was able to supply the whole requirements in green vegetables. 
Since October 16th to date, 3,326 lb. have been supplied to prisoners, being principally cabbage, onions 
carrots, and turnips. .

In addition, it may be specially mentioned the valuable nature such work affords to prisoners. 
Practical and healthy, it has already afforded instances of weaning off a prisoner from the erroneous 
idea so many have, that there is only one place for him—the city. Several who have taken somewhat 
kindly to the work may be found to have followed it up when their freedom is regained ; at least, such 
is the intention of some. If they do, then perhaps a further good may result.

Meals inspected.—Every meal is inspected and reported to me.
Headings of employment.—Principal heads of work prisoners have been employed under:— 

Bricklaying, &c., blacksmithing, carpentering, painting, plumbing, bookbinding^ hatmaking, printing, 
shoemaking, tailoring, gardening, labouring (ordinary and farm), cooking, sweeping, washing, sanitary 
work, wood-cutting, stabling, hospital and observation cell work, pumping, police labour, &c.

Additions, alterations, repairs, &c.—Additions, extensions, and alterations have been made m 
various ways. Blacksmiths’ shop completed, coal and iron store attached ; store-room for Government 
Architect; shoemakers and bookbinders’ shops ; store and office, upper and lower floors. The former 
shoemakers’ shop is now used by hatmakers, and joins the tailors ; and the space before occupied by 
the bookbinders is thrown into the tailors. The bookbinders’ shop is removed to the extreme end> 
beyond bootmakers. With one further improvement in the arrangement of boot-cutting room and 
office, to be removed to the end, the whole shop will be so fixed as to permit of complete supervision 
from any point. Tell-tale tool boards are introduced all round—carpenters, bootmakers, tailors, &c. 
The old store, now vacated for the new, has been subdivided into three parts -one as a paint shop, one 
as chief overseer’s tool house, and the other for useful lumber, easy of access when required for use. 
On the upper floor the wall, formerly dividing bootmakers from hatmakers, has been removed, and two 
steel girders placed in to secure general stability of walls and Toof. A produce store has been erected 
at the end of special yards, and old sheds there demolished. Old sheds and unsightly places have been 
removed from outside grounds ; fences partially repaired (pending arrival of material); pipes connected 
with main drains ; sewer gas vent-pipes erected ; observation holes made for special yards ; six jiosts 
lettered, &c., for night duty ; hot-water pipes from heater erected in cook-house connecting “A and 
“D” Wings and hospital; iron check-gate and railings in lane from female quarters to wall; cell 
shutters removed from outside to inside cells, with light string attached ; improvements to Chapel, and 
extension of rails ; yards, &c., top-dressed ; lockers, &c., repaired and painted all round in yards; roofs 
and gutterings repaired ; and all other general repairs deemed necessary. A lumber yard, fenced m 
with old garden-fence material, and timber sheds, &c., made uniform in appearance, and enlarged for 
Government Architect’s material.

A saving of £754 19s. 3d. for the year has been made. Return
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Ristton of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897-

Description of Employment.

Manufactures—
Blacksmiths..................................
Bookbinders ..............................
Carpenters ..................................
Hatmakers ..................................

Do (separate treatment)
Knitting and needlework..........

Do (separate treatment)
Printers ......................................
Shoemakers..................................

Do (separate treatment)
Tailors ..........................................

Do (separate treatment)......
Tinsmiths ..................................

Total ...............................
In Buildings— ’

Blacksmiths................................................
Bricklayers ................................................
Carpenters ................................................
Painters ....................................................
Tinsmiths (plumbing and gasfitting) .....

Total................................

Employed working for Police Department— 
Labourers...................................................

Total .....................

Employed in ordinary Prison Service—
Barbers.............................................
Bathmen .........................................
Cooks and assistants......................
Closet cleaners ..............................
Gardeners (flower garden) ...........
Grooms .........................................
Hospital attendants ......................
Labourers, ordinary ......................

Do farm..............................
Do cartmen ......................

Lunatic keepers (observation) .......
Messengers .....................................
Pumping .........................................
Storeman (gaol store)......................
Servants .........................................
Sweepers and cleaners ..................
Washing .........................................
Wood-heap .....................................
Writers .........................................
Repairs—Bookbinders ...................

Do Carpenters......................
Do Blacksmiths ...................
Do Tinsmiths .......................
Do Tailors...................... :......
Do Shoemakers ...................

Total......................
Non-effectives—

Sick and incapable.........................
Under punishment (cell) ...............
Remand and examination...............
Awaiting trial ...........................
Keeping self .................................
Unemployed .................................
Received too late to be set to work

Total .....................

Grand Total...........

Daily Average Number of Prisoners.
Value of

Prisoners’ Labour.
Males. Females. Total.

£ S. d.
4 6 0 -

•8 ■8 64 17 8
•9 •9 46 11 6

14-0 140 43 7 6

12-7 12-7 10 0 2
36 36 14 12 10

6 6 66 5 2 11
. ‘8 •8 66 8 0

15-6 15-6 234 12 0

7'8 7-8 36 6 5
176 17-6 392 1 0

3-6 3-6 5 10 6
•6 •6 39 5 2

8U0 36 84-6 963 1 8

•3 •3 28 3 0
1-0 1-0 68 15 9
2-9 2-9 142 9 8

1-5 1-5 112 7 1

IT IT 68 10 4

6-8 6-8 420 O 10

L-5 1-5 44 3 11

1-5 1-5 44 3 11

1'5 1-5 52 19 4
•8 •8 27 17 5

8-3 . 8-3 278 9 5
3-3 3-3 111 11 1
1-6 1-6 55 14 10

* -8 •8 27 17 5
2-5 2-5 84 6 3

13-8 13-8 462 19 11
.11-2 11-2 377 0 3

•9 ■9 31 15 8
•2 ■2 6 17 2

1-6 1-6 55 14 10

•5 ■5 19 0 9
•8 •8 27 17 5

1-4 1-4 50 2 5
32-9 •7 33-6 1,127 12 11

5-4 1-0 6-4 216 0 1
1-6 1'6 54 18 2

2-7 2-7 92 2 2

•7 •7 41 5 3
2-6 2-6 125 15 10
1-2 1-2 111 19 3
1-0 10 63 13 2

2T 2T 75 4 4
•8 •8 50 0 3

98-8 3T 101-9 3,628 15 7

7-4 ■6 8 0
'6 *6
•8 T •9

T7 1-7
•1 1

42-6 1-8 44-4
‘8 •8

54-0 2-5 56-5

242 T 9-2 251-3 5,056 7 0

F. E. BLOXHAM,
Governor.

• 3.—PARRAMATTA GAOL.

Extract from the Governor's Report.
The industries of the gaol have advanced considerably during the year, and have been sufficient for 
the full employment of the prisoners.

Of these industries may be mentioned the manufacture of boots for the inmates of the Hospitals 
for the Insane, Gaols, Industrial School, and State children, etc. ; clothing for the Hospitals for the 
Insane, Prisons, Aborigines, etc. These boots and clothing include those for Officers of the Prisons 
generally.

Galvanised iron-ware for the Hospitals for the Insane, Government Stores and Prisons, and iron 
barrows for general Prisons, Police, and other services, and all iron work necessary for the Prisons, or 
required to be used in other manufactured articles.

Carpenter’s work-tables and stools for separate treatment, garden, stable, and. navvy barrows 
for different:ser,vices, .barrack tables, forms, stretchers, and Prison tables, stools, etc. * *

• Cabbage-tree
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■ Cabbage-tree hats for Gaols generally, the sennit for which is plaited by prisoners undergoing 

the reformatory treatment of 7th class.
Sample cabbage-tree hats have been furnished to the heads of Departments of Lunacy and 

Charities, and a small number as a trial supply forwarded.
No. 6 wing is being proceeded with, and will very soon be ready for the wood-work of the roof.
The dividing of the double cells in No’s. 1 and 2 wings has been completed, and is now being 

proceeded with in No. 3 wing ; this gives extra cell accommodation for twenty prisoners in each of 
these wings, or sixty cells in all additional, and the separation of the prisoners at night by confine
ment in single cells a most desirable work.

The carpenters’ shop in the main range of work-shop buildings has been converted into a School
room, and the School-room at the further end of the balcony of this range utilised as a tailors’ shop. 
The painters’ shop in this range has been removed to the new carpenters’ shop over the stone-cutters’ 
shed, and that shop utilised as a store for carpenters, ironmongery, etc.

The temporary building, formerly occupied as a tailors’ shop, and originally built and occupied 
as a mat shop, has been pulled down and removed, and an ornamental plot formed in its place.

The prisoners in separate treatment are employed shoe-making and tailoring, and full work is 
found for all.

The prisoners’ bedding and clothing are ample and of good quality, and the rations, as supplied 
daily by the contractor, are of the best of their various kinds. Baked dinners (roast beef and mutton) 
are now supplied three times weekly, instead of twice as heretofore. Bathing is ordered twice a 
week to the prisoners instead of once a week as formerly.

A large area of Prison land has been cultivated (about 3 acres) outside the walls by Prison 
labour, for the purpose of raising vegetables for Prison use, and has proved a great success ; from 
August 1st to December 31st, 7^ tons of vegetables were raised and supplied to the Gaol, and consisted 
of pumpkins, potatoes, -cabbages, parsnips, carrots, turnips, and onions. The area now tilled is only a 
portion of what will shortly be available, when I am hopeful of being able to raise vegetables and 
maize to supply other Gaols as well as this.

A great improvement in the gait and appearance of the prisoners has been brought about by 
the introduction of drill, of falling-m in line, and dressing and marching to and from the yards four 
times a day.

During the year several changes have taken place in the staff, Dr. O’Connor, Visiting Surgeon, 
having been transferred, and Dr. Violette resumed here, Mr. Wickham, Junior Clerk, promoted to 
the head office, and among the other Officers one retired, one resigned, and eleven were transferred.

A great improvement has been made in the class of works in the Gaol Library, by the intro
duction of a better class of light literature, such as Thackeray, Dickens, and other good authors’ 
works, a decided departure and improvement in any rule or practice hitherto obtaining.

The Lunacy and Observation Ward have been frequently visited by Dr. Manning, Inspector- 
General of the Insane, and he has always expressed his entire satisfaction with its management, and 
the care and attention exercised in dealing with its inmates, and so recorded in his journal on the 
occasion of these visits.

The Comptroller-General of Prisons visited the Gaol three times during the year, and the 
Deputy-Comptroller and Inspector of Prisons seven times.

Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

Description of Employment.

Daily Average Number of Prisoners.
Value of

Prisoners' Labour.
Males. females. Total.

Manufactures—
Shoemakers.......................................
Bookbinders.......................................
Tailors and separate treatment .... 
Hatmakers and separate treatment
Brushmakers ...................................
Tinsmiths...........................................

Total

17'2 
2-8 

35 0 
37'8 
OT 
2-2

17'2 
2-8 

35 0 
37'8 

OT 
2-2

£ s. d.
279 18 0

74 16 0

406 12 7
63 2 0

5 4 9
122 4 6

95 T 95 T 951 17 10
In Buildings—

Masons......
Labourers.. . 
Outside Men 
Carpenters . 
Blacksmiths. 
Painters __

Total..........................

Employed in ordinary Prison Service—
Writers...........................................
Bathmen .........................................

. Gardeners.........................................
Cooking .........................................
Barbers............................................
Lunatic-keepers ..............................
Washing .........................................
Hospital attendants ......................
Store assistants .............................
School and Library............ ;...........
Messenger and lamplighter ...........
Servants .........................................
Sweepers and cleaners ..................

Total..........................
Non-effectives—

Sick ................................................
Under punishment..........................
Unemployed .................................
Awaiting trial and remand ...........

Total..........................

Grand totals ...........

17-8
48-5

9-5
5'4
5'9
4-2

17-8 1,130 2

48-5 1,845 0

9-5 314 7
5-4 241 14
5-9 396 16
4-2 231 11

9U3 91'3 4,159 12

6-9 
1-7 
3 0 

15-9 
1-9 
3 0 
9 2 
3 0 
IT
1- 7 
1-0
2- 9 

38-6

6-9 193 11

L7 49 4
3-0 85 15

15-9 444 3
1-9 54 12

30 84 17
9-2 258 17
3 0 84 9
IT 32 12

1-7 48 18
1-0 30 3
2-9 81 5

38-6 1,076 4

89-9 89-9 2,524 17

24-0
3-4

24-0
3-4

13-4 13-4

2
0
8
5
9
1
1

9
3 
5

10
4 
7 
7

10
7 •
8 
0 
9 
9

4

33 3'3

44T 44T

320-4 320-4 7,636 7 3

THOS. BARNETT,
Governor.
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4. —BATHURST GAOL.

Extract from the Governor’s Report.
Improvements or Alterations.—The freestone coping of the main wall commenced in September, 

1896, was finished in November, but the final trimming of the joints of the work has yet to be com
pleted. In the mean time the wall is secure enough to prevent any moisture entering on the top, but 
a space of 5 or 6 feet from the top should be pointed as soon as the work can be undertaken. It was 
started, but had to be abandoned for other work. The cost of stone for the new coping was 
£224 16s. 8d., and the work was done by prison labour.

The large pond in the gaol reserve was partially cleaned during the dry early months of the 
year. This gave many tons of earth, but not of very good quality, for the sewage farms (gaol gardens).

The gutters of the wing roofs which had been injured by the 1896 snow-storm were repaired by 
free labour. 0

At your suggestion a dwarf wall and rails was placed across the passage between the back of 
female prisoners’ hospital and the main wall, thus saving a sentry at the corner of the wall near the 
exercise ring.

A machine for cutting marble has been placed in position, also an engine for driving the 
machine ; but no connection has been made pending instructions from the Government Architect’s 
Department. During this year, it is hoped, progress will be made with this work. A plan for a new 
shed, under which all the marble work can be carried on, is now under consideration.

^ State and Condition of Buildings.—All in good order, except some repairs required to roof 
slatings and gutters, which will be done as soon as possible.

The Contractor’s supplies of Rations have been good, and regularly delivered.
The new system of Night Duty was commenced on 18th February. It works very well. There 

is, of course, a great deal more vigilance at night. Calls are regularly delivered, and warders con
stantly on the alert.

In October a number was allotted to each male prisoner, and calling prisoners by name ceased. 
The cell doors of the “ A” division and 7th class now show each prisoner’s number, not his name, and 
the system is carried out in the overseers' books and in the various muster rolls. ’

I have had no trouble to get this done. Notices have been placed in the lane where the working 
musters are held, so that the men when in the ranks must see them, reading as follows :—“No talking 
permitted in the lane going to musters, at musters, or while dispersing to yards. Fall in quickly and 
without noise for all musters.” The general morning and evening musters are also properly conducted. 
Check-rolls are now in use at all musters.

Once a week a dozen prisoners are taken unawares from the works and searched in their cells.
The books have been withdrawn from the special yards during working hours, and going from 

yard to yard on holidays has ceased.
The bread is issued in the way you directed—two-thirds for breakfast and dinner, and the 

remainder in the afternoon. The yards are visited at the dinner-hour. There was a number of 
complaints at first, but they are now rarely made. The rations, as a rule, have been excellent in this 
gaol.

I am having frames made for holding the regulations in the yards, and a second lot of night-tubs 
is slowly being made. There is only one tinsmith now here, and he is almost a new hand at the work.

The shop and other work of prisoners goes on well, and the general conduct of the prisoners is 
fairly good. They have taken very well to the new discipline—better than I expected. This is very 
satisfactory.

Prisoners at exercise on the ring now keep step, and are more closely supervised by the warder 
on the platform there.

The wardsmen and assistant yardsmen, after they have finished their special work, go to other 
labour in the gaol instead of idling in their yards.

The available warders had morning drill until the 1st instant.
The overseers observe the new duty hours : 8‘30 a.m. to 4-30 p.m., and to 12'30 p.m. on 

Saturday.
The Warders of each class have had leave on Sundays as they could be spared. On the whole 

the warders are doing their duty better, they are more attentive, look after the prisoners better, and, 
on their part, I have no reason to suspect any disloyalty. The three new senior wardens are good 
officers, especially senior warders Cunningham and M’Kay. I have a very good opinion of the former.

The new routine is a decided improvement on the former system. It calls for more effectiveness 
and vigilance on the part of officers, and thereby ensures better discipline. Lapses will occur ; they 
must be noticed and checked at once, and the superior officers should constantly be on the alert to 
keep their subordinates and the prisoners up to the higher standard.

Blacking was issued to prisoners of several yards in order that their boots and shoes should be 
polished before evening muster.

Attention has been given to the system of mustering prisoners before and after their work. All 
men in the gaol have now to answer their numbers, and to comport themselves properly in the ranks, 
besides passing to their yards from the ranks in the lane and on the pentagon in single file. All this 
helps to make men feel that they are under a disciplinary system, and acts as an incentive to good 
conduct. . °

Conduct of staff and of prisoners.—During the year four warders were fined, and one of these 
was fined a second time. There were twelve] reprimands of officers, eight cautions and admonitions ; 
one warder was transferred to another gaol for misconduct. On the whole the conduct of the staff has 
been good, while the prisoners’ conduct may be reported as fairly good. There were two cases of 
assault on officers by prisoners. No prisoner was whipped.

The promotions have been :—Mr. Munsell, clerk, to Deniliquin Gaol; 3rd-class Warder Hughes 
as 2nd-class to Sydney Gaol ; Ist-class Warder Willats as Senior-warder to Broken Hill Gaol 
(probationary); 3rd-class Warder Connington as 2nd-class to Sydney Gaol (probationary); 3rd-class 
Warder McArthur as Ist-class to Biloela Gaol (probationary) ; Mr. Flynn, clerk, from head office to 
this gaol ; Ist-class Warder Cunningham as Senior-warder to this gaol ; Ist-class Warder M’Kay as 
Senior-warder to this gaol; Ist-class Warder Warren as Senior-warder to this gaol ; 2nd-class Warder 
Chapman as Ist-class warder to this gaol (probationary) ; 2nd-class Warder Soane as Ist-class warder 
(probationary) to this gaol; 2nd-class Warder Black as Ist-class warder (probationary) to this gaol, 
and Chief Warder Pynor as Deputy-Governor to this gaol.

Resignations.—3rd-class Warder Dineen ; 3rd-class Warder M'Gregor ; Rev. Father Riordan, 
succeeded by the Rev. Father M‘Gee ; 3rd-class Warder Stokes ; Chief-warder Doig, retired.

. Arrivals from other Gaols.—3rd-class Warder Dineen from Berrima Gaol; Ist-class Warder 
Ruane from Parramatta Gaol; Senior-warder Clinton from Sydney Gaol; 3rd-class Warder Lynch 
from Trial Bay ; 3rd-class Warder Grant from Broken Hill Gaol.

Appointed.—D. W. Graham as probationary warder.
Voluntary Reductions.—Ist-class Warder Ruane to 3rd-class ; Senior-warder Clinton to 

Ist-class, and then transferred to Maitland Gaol.
Exchange.—Senior-warder Lowry with Senior-warder Clinton of Sydney ; Ist-class warder 

Kelly with Ist-class Warder Ruane of Parramatta Gaol; 3rd-class Warder Wyllie with 3rd class 
, Warder Lynch of Trial Bay.

Transfers.—3rd-class Warder Rees to Dubbo Gaol; 3rd-class Warder Cowley to Sydney Gaol; 
Deputy-Governor Bromley to Goulburn Gaol as Chief Warder ; Ist-class Warder Clinton to Maitland 
Gaol. The
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The 1896-7 Autumn Crop of Potatoes.—The first of the kind planted in the Gaol Reserve in 
December, 1896, in connection with the employment of prisoners at this work, was dug in April, but, 
owing to the very dry weather, there was a poor return. It was sufficient only to supply 1 and 2 
rations, with other gaol-grown vegetables, for four months. The hospital patients were supplied with 
gaol-grown vegetables. The following are the weights taken of vegetables grown, and used in the 
cook-house since July, 1897, when the order came out to weigh all grown produce : Potatoes, 
1,315 lb. + 1,528 lb. = 2,843 lb. ; pumpkins, 2,070i lb. (224 lb. of this to Parramatta Gaol) ; celery, 
333 lb. ; cabbage, 191 lb. 10 oz. ; turnips, 302 lb. ; carrots, 60J lb. ; parsnips, 6| lb. I may mention 
that a very good strong plough and harrow were made in the blacksmiths’ shop. To further work 
and prepare the ground, I borrowed a set of disc harrows from the Model Farm.

During the year fifteen male and two female prisoners were released under the Jubilee Grant of 
remission of sentences.

The Gaol was visited by the Comptroller-General of Prisons on the 25th and 26th of February, 
and on the 22nd, 23rd, and 24th October, and by the Deputy-Comptroller of Prisons on the 18th, 19th, 
and 20th February, and on the 20th December.

Industries.—While there has been a decrease in the tailors’ value of labour of about £23, the 
Government stores have been supplied with various articles not made in 1896, such as :—131 buckskin 
coats, 8 aboriginals’ coats, 61 grey woollen coats, 187 jumpers, 92 pair coloured mole trousers, 254 pairs 
white mole more than in 1896, 31 pair buckskin tweed trousers. There has been, therefore, a useful 
extension of the business.

In shoemakers’ earnings there has been also a decrease—about £68 ; but 228 pair more Blucher 
boots for Gaol and Government stores were turned out in 1897 than in 1896, and 95 pairs elastic side 
females boots were made in 1897 ; none in 1896. There were also 208 pairs more prison shoes made 
last year than in 1896. _

The bookbinding business largely increased ; an average per day of one prisoner more was in 
the shop in 1897 than during the previous year.

Comparing the two years there has been only a decrease in 1897 of about £65 as regards the 
entire trades value of labour, while the number of prisoners received in 1896 was 512, and in 1897, 
443. The daily average number in 1896 was 268'0 ; in 1897, 239'0.

In December, 1897, there were 6 officers less employed than in the corresponding month of 1896, 
the salary for former month being £582 8s. 8d., as against £507 2s. lOd. for December, 1897.

Retukn of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

Description of Employment.

Manufactures—
Tailors ........................................

Do separate treatment .....
Shoemakers................................

Do separate treatment
Hatmakers ................................

Do separate treatment
Needlework (females) .............
Bookbinders................................
Tinsmiths....................................
Marble masons ........................
Labourers sawing marble.........

Total.................
n buildings—

Bricklayers and plasterers .....
Stonecutters and masons.........

Do assistants...............
Carpenters .................................

Do assistants.................
Blacksmiths................................

Do assistants.............
Plumbers....................................
Asphalters and tar paviors .....

Do assistants ..............
Painters ....................................

Total...........................

Employed in Ordinary Prison Service—
Cooks and assistants.......................
Sweepers and cleaners ....................
Hospital attendants ........................
Washing ..... .....................................
Gardening ......................................
Firemen for furnaces................. .....
Grooms...... .-.............. .......................
Lunatic keepers ...............................
Barbers..............................................
Messengers ......................................
Writers..............................................
Assistant schoolmaster....................
Yard labourers ...............................
Outside parties labouring................
Closet and drain cleaners................
Bathman ..........................................
Coalman ..........................................
Storeman..........................................
Sawing wood ...................................
Pumping ..........................................
Cleaning and jobbing.......................
Shoemaking repairs’ schedule .........
Tailoring do do .........
Repairing prison utensils’ schedule 
Light labour ............. .....................

Total

Daily Average Number of Prisoners.
Value of

Prisoners’ Labour.
Males. Females. Total.

£ S. d.
10-0 10-0 259 13 9
13-9 13-9 41 14 5
7'9 7'9 103 15 7
9-4 9-4 33 0 0

4-2 4-2 25 15 8

25-9 25-9 25 8 6
2-8 2-8 10 2 8

4-5 4-5 345 0 4
■4 •4 26 3 2

8-2 8-2 189 9 0

14-9 14-9 39 17 2

99-3 2-8 102T 1,100 0 3

2-4 2-4 152 2 10

3-6 3-6 215 5 0

2’6 2-6 164 18 2

1'2 1-2 46 9 10

2T 2T 182 9 6

•6 •6 42 14 3
•7 •7 38 19 10

2-0 2-0 80 1 2

2T 2T 60 17 4
5-2 5-2 285 8 0

22-5 22-5 1,269 5 11

9T 9T 254 14 0

17-1 6T 23-2 649 0 4
1-9 T 2 0 58 16 0

4-3 IT 5-4 152 14 2

IT IT 32 17 8

1-0 1'0 27 17 4
2-0 2-0 55 14 8

•9 •3 1-2 37 1 3
•9 •9 25 7 2

■9 •9 27 0 : 7
2-7 2-7 75 15 11

•7 •7 21 14 8

8T 8T 225 14 5
9T 9T 253 11 9
3-9 3'9 109 4 9
IT IT 32 17 8 '
1-0 10 27 17 4

•8 •8 ' 24 16 0

1-7 1-7 48 15 4
3'2 3 2 90 11 4

11-8 11-8 329 13 3
1-6 1-6 45 4 9
2-3 2-3 59 17 0

•8 •8 46 1 5
0 5 7

' 88'0 7’6' ; 95'6 ■ 2,713 4 4
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Daily Average Number of Prisoners.
Value of' 

Prisoners’ Labour.
Males. Females. Total.

£ s. d.
7'0 •7 7'7

2 0 •1 21
23 2*3

•8 •8
•3 •2 •5

1-6 •1 1-7
■3 *3

3-4 •8 4-2

17-7 1-9 19'6

227’o 12-3 239'8 5,082 10 6

Description of Employment.

Non-effectives- 
Sick ........

Justice ..........................
Awaiting trial and remand
Exempt..................................
Under observation..............
Certified lunatics ..............
Received too late ...............
On transit ..........................
Others omitted from above

Total.............

Grand Total..

G. H. STAGE,
Governor.

5. BERRIMA GAOL.
Extract from the Governor's Report.

During the year tenders were called for the erection of new quarters outside the walls for the 
Officer-in-charge of the Prison, the tender of Mr. A. Stephens, Bowral, being accepted. The building 
was commenced about the 1st of October last, and at the present time the roof is on and the floors 
laid, but will yet take a considerable time before being completed, and, when finished, will be a sub
stantial structure and an ornament to the outside portion of the Prison.

Other additions were also applied for and recommended by the Comptroller-General, namely, 
the erection of a new tower and platform on the south-east corner of the outer wall, and, in the event 
of it being erected, it is contemplated to withdraw the Warder from No. 2 post, at present in charge 
of the second entrance gates, and place him on the tower, making it an armed post (there being no 
armed posts in the Gaol for years past), and with the assistance of a lever and adjuncts to mechanically 
open and close the gates when required. Besides being stationed on the tower, he will have full view 
of three corners inside the walls, also full command of the prisoners employed on the wood-heap, 
which is the most dangerous post inside the walls.

Alterations.—The following was applied for and, I understand, approved of, namely, the iron 
flue from boiler in cook-house connecting with chimney stack, in consequence of so many sharp angles 
in the flue which cause a defective draught, and do not allow the smoke to get away quickly enough ; 
so far, nothing has been done towards carrying out this alteration.

Improvements.—In the early part of the year the yard in front of the office and school-room was 
tar-paved, thereby giving it a tidy appearance.

Some few months ago several of the pipes of the steam-cooking plant, which the steam and hot 
water passed through, became defective and dangerous ; all the defective pipes were taken out and 
replaced by new ones; this work was done by a prisoner, a mechanical engineer, who has now the 
plant in better order, or as good as when taken over from the contractor who erected it, thus saving 
the Government at least £10 if the work had to be done by free labour. Several minor improvements 
in connection with the electric-light were also carried out by this prisoner, and the lighting-plant is 
now in perfect working order.

The whole of the exterior wood and iron work of the prison has been painted, and necessary 
minor repairs have been attended to, both inside and outside the buildings, which are now in a good 
state of preservation.

Occurrences.—In the month of August last the new system of night duty was introduced, 
dividing it into watches, with a responsible Warder in charge of each watch ; at the same time two 
tell-tale clocks were received, one of which has been in use since 11th August last. The new arrange
ment is a decided improvement on the old system, and secures a constant vigilance throughout the 
night, which is strictly carried out. By this improved system or alteration of duty, Warders are 
allowed seven days annual leave, a day off duty each month, and an occasional Sunday in their turn. 
This, when added to the time they have off when on night duty for a month, after coming off first 
watch, gives them a considerable number of days off duty during the year. Refreshment, in the shape of 
tea or coffee, bread, butter, and cheese, was recommended by the Comptroller-General for those Warders 
performing the first watch, from 11 p.m. until 6'30 a.m. following morning.

A new departure in the system of restricting the association of prisoners on the works was 
initiated in this Gaol under the personal direction of the Comptroller-General on the 13th of October 
last; prisoners, instead of having their meals together in messes in their yards as formerly, now have 
them in their cells by themselves, and are only allowed to associate whilst at work, at church and 
school, and at present whilst washing themselves in the mornings and afternoons, on account of the 
cell furniture not being complete until the new tables and stools are made, and then it is intended that 
they shall wash in their cells.

The new departure is working very satisfactorily so far ; the better disposed class of prisoners 
prefer it to the old system. The language which before obtained at the mess tables, and which got so 
many of them into trouble, is now a thing of the past. This restriction is a step in the right direction— 
and when introduced into the larger prisons, and once in working order, will, I have no doubt, be 
productive of much good.

The concession of allowing prisoners on the works light in their cells in the evenings until 8*30 
p.m., as also a tri-weekly issue of books (102 new books being added to the library), is very much 
appreciated. #

The old system of calling prisoners by their names has also been discontinued, and they all 
now answer cheerfully to their numbers, which is conspicuous on their clothing and their cell doors.

Employment and Conduct of Prisoners.—The prisoners in “ A ” division, or those in separate 
treatment at present, and those who have passed out of separate during 1897, were kept steadily 
employed tailoring and shoemaking; knitting was carried out but discontinued, and the majority are 
now tailoring, which industry has advanced last year in consequence of the ’ Comptroller-General 
ordering that Berrima Gaol should have a fair share of the orders for making up clothing required by 
the Stores Department, and, so far, the work turned out in Berrima Gaol appears to give satisfaction 
to the Stores Department, and to the Institutions to which the clothing was supplied. .

The conduct of the prisoners in separate has been exceptionally good. Several prisoners received 
from other gaols for misconduct have been employed tailoring, and have conducted themselves 
satisfactorily. Prisoners on the works or in ordinary treatment—mechanics, tradesmen, cooks, 
labourers, sweepers, and cleaners—were all usefully employed-during last year; and, with a few minor 
exceptions (no punishment having exceeded four days), their conduct has been good. .

Agriculture.—
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# Agriculture.—A working party of four prisoners was almost daily employed at agricultural work
in gaol garden, which is only a small area, about an acre fit for cultivation. The prisoners employed 
gardening like the work, and prefer it to working inside the walls. The great drawback is there is 
not enough land to operate upon, and what there is is unsuitable for growing vegetables without plenty 
of stable manure, and rain every week. This industry, though on a small scale, is conducive to the 
health and morals of those employed, and when agriculture work can be carried out on a large scale it is a 
great factor towards reformation, which should be the principal obiect looked for in gaol discipline, not 
punishment.

The few industries carried out in this gaol—tailoring, * shoe-making, and carpentering—^are 
advancing.

. Officers, Visiting and Executive.—In the earlypart of the .year |C- L. Nicholson, Esq., J.P., was 
appointed Visiting Justice, on probation for six months, wee Caswell, relieved, and has since been 
appointed permanently. He has been very regular in his attendance. The Visiting Surgeon has 
attended almost daily throughout the past year. The Chaplains have,also been very attentive to their 
duties, and by their advice and counsel are a great help in maintaining .the discipline of the gaol.

A change of Deputy-Governors took place in the early part,of the year; Deputy-Governor 
Rowley transferred to Parramatta, vice Deputy-Governor Fitz-Gibbon, transferred to Berrima. The 
position of Clerk and Schoolmaster becoming vacant in December, 1896, in consequence of the transfer 
of Mr. M‘Namara to Trial Bay as Clerk and Storekeeper, Foreman Geo. Steele, from Darlinghurst 
Gaol, was appointed Acting Clerk and Schoolmaster tem. until a successor to Mr. M‘Namara was 
nominated ; Mr. Arkins, a teacher in the Department of Public Instruction, was appointed on 
probation for twelve months, and commenced his duties on the 13th February last; at the same time 
Foreman Geo. Steele was promoted Senior-warder to Goulburn Gaol.

Several changes have also taken place among the subordinate Staff in the shape of promotions, 
transfers, appointments, dismissals, and one death. One 3rd-class Warder, Shepherd, promoted to 
2nd-class in charge of cook-house and'electric-light, not satisfied with his position, asked to revert back 
to ordinary warder ; 3rd-class Warder Ritson being appointed 2nd-class, vice Shepherd ; one 2nd-class 
Warder, Orr, from Biloela Gaol, appointed Ist-class, wee Cahill, deceased; 3rd-class Warder Tierney 
promoted to Ist-class, on transfer to Goulburn Gaol, vice Donworth, promoted to Senior-warder, and 
transferred to Berrima Gaol; Senior Warder Smyth, transferred to Goulburn Gaol, vice Steele, 
transferred to Berrima and since transferred to Darlinghurst Gaol; 3rd-class Warder Clegg was 
transferred to Deniliquin Gaol.

. Five probationary warders were appointed, viz. :—Burgess, Cunningham, Ryan, Toohey, and 
Bailey. Two 3rd-class warders were dismissed for gross misconduct. The death of Ist-class Warder 
Cahill occurred in September last.

The conduct ol the subordinate officers, with exception of the two dismissed, was good ; and 
they have performed their duties in a satisfactory manner.

Clothing and Bedding :—The quantity of clothing and bedding in store was sufficient to meet 
all requirements.

The contractor’s supplies have been good, and punctually delivered.
Dates of Inspection of Officers from Head Office.—Comptroller-General, loth July, 12th, 13th, 

14th, and 15th October, 1897 ; Deputy-Comptroller, 11th June, and 29th September, 1897.
The Regulations and General Orders were strictly carried out.
There has been a saving in salaries for the year of £226 8s. 8d.

Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

Description of Employment.

Manufactures—
Tailors ......
Knitters ... 
Shoemakers

Total

In Buildings—
Carpenters ...........
Painters ..............

Do assistants 
Tinsmith ..............

Total............................

Employed in Ordinary Prison Service—
Cooks, &c............................................
Sweepers and cleaners ....................
Barbers................................................
Writers......... ......................................
Washing ............................................
Outside gang ..... ..............................
Wood gang ........................................
Messenger and lamplighter .............
Miscellaneous ....................................

Total............................

Daily Average Number of Prisoners.
Value of Prisoners’ 

Labour.
Males. Females. Total.

£ s. d.
22-2 22-2 103 6 6
130 130 9 2 8

1-4 1-4 23 14 n
36-6 36-6 136 4 i

■4 •4 29 o 8
•4 •4 32 5 8
•6 •6 21 13 4
•6 ■6 40 10 4

2-0 2-0 123 10 0

37 3-7 104 8 2
5-2 5-2 145 9 6

•1 1 4 15 3
10 10 27 17 4
1-5 1*5 42 7 0
3'4 3 4 96 5 0
2-6 2-6 74 8 8
10 10 27 17 4
5-7 5-7 159 15 6

24-2 1 ............. 24-2 i 683 3 9

Non-effecti ves—
Sick ................................
Under punishment.........
Unemployed .................
Debtors .........................
Awaiting trial.................

Total..........

Grand total

■2 *2
•1 •1

..............
91 9T

•2 *2

9-6 9-6

72-4 72-4 942 17 10

T. KEIRNAN,
Governor,
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6.—BILOELA GAOL.
Extract from the Governor's Report.

Visits of inspection—The Comptroller-General visited the gaol on the 3rd February, 22nd March, 
2nd July, 9th and 28th October ; the Deputy-Comptroller and Inspector of Prisons on the 5th May, 
12th August, 5th and 6th October.

Officers :—The conduct of the subordinate officers has been good, with the exception of that of 
five of the third-class warders who were reported to you and dealt with.

designations :—Two—First-class Warder Allen, Female Warder Robinson.
Promotions :—Mr. Phelan, to gaolership^at Hay, succeeded by acting-gaoler from Wollongong, 

Mr. M‘Kowne ; second-class Warder Orr, promoted to first-class rank and transferred to Berrima, 
succeeded by second-class Warder Cowley from Darlinghurst Gaol; first-class Warder Huer was 
transferred here from Darlinghurst on promotion, vice Allen, resigned.

Two additional female warders were added to the staff iu October on account of the increased 
number of prisoners.
^ Drill:—The drill for warders has been carried out in accordance with the instructions laid down 
in the handbook of drill compiled by you, and the discipline and bearing of the staff has been much 
improved thereby.
# The peg-clock system was started at this gaol by your instructions in July last, and has proved 
itself to be most effective in enforcing the warders to visit all .parts of their posts frequently during 
the night.

Prisoners :—The number of prisoners received and discharged during the year were :—Receptions, 
1,232 males, 1,162 females ; total, 2,394. .Discharges, 1,229 males; 1,094 females ; total, 2,323. In 
gaol on 31st December, 117 males, 138 females ; total, 255.

No deaths occurred during the year.
The conduct of the prisoners as a whole has been good.

. Employment of prisoners :—Male division : quarrying stone for new buildings, making prisoners’ 
clothing, picking oakum, shrinking cloth, &c., for Government Stores, keeping buildings in repair, and 
in the ordinary service of the prison. Female division : needle-work for Government Stores Depart
ment, laundry work, picking oakum, and in ordinary service of the prison.

Under your instructions in October last an alteration was made in the class of female prisoners 
located here. This necessitated a revision of the accommodation in the female department. It has now 
had three months’ trial, and is found to work well, with an average of 130 prisoners daily. The female 
department during the past year has been efficiently managed by the Superintendent, who was ably 
assisted in the sewing-room by Miss Kelly. '

t Buildings, &c. :—An increased water supply has been laid on during the year, and the fire engine 
put in order and fitted with new hose in case of fire.

The steam-cooker, which has been in course of erection in the new kitchen, is near completion, 
and will be an acquisition ; it was badly needed.

The sewing-room in the female, division has been enlarged in order to accommodate the increased 
number of prisoners.

A sufficient quantity of clothing is on stock to meet ordinary requirements.
The contractor’s supplies have been good, without the exception of the meat, which, on being 

referred to him, he has invariably rectified ; they have, with one or two exceptions been punctually 
delivered.

The Rules and Regulations, as laid down, have been observed during the past year.
House and grounds lately occupied by Mr. Cowper, the late SheriffThese grounds having 

been handed over at the end of August, an immediate start was made to clear and trench the ground, 
and in September about f of an acre was planted with potatoes, but, owing to the late planting and 
the dry season, only a medium return can be looked for ; but, it is hoped, when the grounds are fenced 
in, which, I understand, will shortly be done, that in their season, with judicious planting and a fair 
supply of manure, that sufficient vegetables will be obtained to meet the consumption in the prison.

Referring to the house situated in the grounds,—when it is repaired and divided, the single male 
warders and the female warders will be comfortably housed, and more accommodation will be available 
for the married warders living in the gaol.

Cost of Gaol.—The decrease in salaries of £466 18s. 2d. is caused by reduction of staff and 
. salaries, which took effect from 1st July, 1896 ; consequently, the total cost of salaries and contin

gencies is £220 9s. IJd. less than the previous year.
The male prisoners have been drilled as far as possible in accordance with the instructions laid 

down in the handbook of drill, which has caused a marked improvement in their discipline and bearing 
at all musters.

Return- of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

Description of Employment.

Manufactures—
Needlework.........................................
Picking Oakum .................................
Shrinking Cloth for Government

Department.................................
Sorting Gum .....................................

Total

In Buildings— .
Carpenters ......................................
Painters ..........................................

' Blacksmiths......................................
Masons and Stone-cutters................
Quarrymen ......... :..........................

Total........................

Employed in Ordinary Prison Service—
Cooking ..........................................
Sweepers and Cleaners....................
Washing for Resident Officers.........
Washing Blankets, &c......................
Gardening ......................................
Hospital Attendants........................
Messengers ........................... ...........
Barbers.............................................
Servants ........................... ..............
Shoemakers.....................................
Tailors .......................................... .
Tinsmiths..........................................

Total........................

Stores

Daily Average Number of Prisoners.
Value of

Prisoners’ Labour.
Males. Females. Total.

£ s. d.
31-5 31'5 256 6 11

22-6 9-6 32-2 6 5 0

•3 •3 61 10 3
•1 1 2 1 7

23'0 41-1 64'1 326 3 9

1-3 1-3 62 6 0
•7 •7 20 16 0

10 1-0 53 5 2
3-2 3-2 93 19 0

17-0 17-0 474 0 2
23-2 23'2 704 6 4

7'6 * 7-6 ’ 212 18 0
20-5 7 3 27-8 778 6 4

7-0 7-0 195 1 4
2-0 2-4 4-4 123 14 7
2-0 2-0 56 11 4
10 10 2-0 56 16 11
10 1-0 27 17 4

•9 •9 27 6 2
5-0 5-0 139 6 8

•4 •4 12 10 9
2-3 2-3 65 4 3

•7 •7 20 6 10
38-4 22-7 61 1 1,716 0 6

83—0
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Description of Employment.

Non-effectives—
Sick ...............................................
Under punishment.......... .............
Ineapables ...................................
Keceived too late to put to work 
Unemployed ...............................

Total.......... .

Grand Total.

Daily Average Number of Prisoners.
Value of

Prisoners’ Labour.
Males. Females. Total.

1 £ s. d.
2*2 4*7

•9 •1 1*0

7’0 1*4 8*4
4*9 3*4 8*3
7-6 ■ 5-2 12-8

22-9 12-3 35-2

107-5 76-1 183-6 2,746 10 7

EDWARD JACKSON,
Governor.

7.—MAITLAND GAOL.
Extract from the Governor's Eeport.

The conduct of the subordinate officers has been good.
The conduct of the prisoners, with a few exceptions, has been good.
Employment has been found for the prisoners at the following industries, viz. :—Bootmaking, 

tailoring, hatmaking, bookbinding, stone-cutting, lithography, blacksmithing, painting, plumbing, 
carpentering, gardening, washing, in addition to the ordinary service of the prison.

The condition of the buildings is good, with the exception of the stairs in “B ” wing.
The quantity of clothing and bedding has been found sufficient to meet all requirements.
The contractor’s supplies have been good and punctually delivered.
The regulations and orders have been complied with.
Changes of Staff.—Deputy-Governor Stumbles, retired, and the office abolished ; Senior Warder 

Thomas Blake, promoted to Chief Warder ; Trades-foreman Thomas Cole, promoted to Overseer at 
Darlinghurst; 3rd-class Warders Alexander M‘Bean and William O’Connor, promoted to Ist-class at 
Darlinghurst; 3rd-class Warder Benjamin Jeffries, transferred to Grafton.

Alteration in Routine Work.—The new routine of night duty was commenced in May last, and 
the check-clocks were first introduced in June. There has been ample time to form a sound judgment 
as to the effect of the new system, and it is in every way most satisfactory. Not only is the new 
system a great improvement on the old one as a system, but it also increases the vigilance of the 
warders, and renders their duties more satisfactory to themselves, as well as promoting the welfare of 
the service. The check-clocks work admirably. The officers are drilled every morning in saluting 
and squad drill, and a general drill, consisting of manual and firing exercises, is held every Monday 
evening. In consequence of this system and systematic drill a marked improvement is noticeable in 
the general smartness and efficiency of the men.

Inspections were made by the Comptroller-General of Prisons on the 21st of May, and by the 
Deputy-Comptroller of Prisons on the 10th of May and 23rd of June.

Alteration of Routine Work and its effect on Prisoners.—The prisoners are regularly and 
thoroughly drilled at “ standing at ease,” <£ dressing in the ranks,” and l£ saluting,” and I find that 
after a few instructions the good results are very marked ; better order is observable in the general 
demeanour of the prisoners, and good discipline is more easily maintained. In November a new 
system of mustering by numbers was introduced, and it is already working well. Under this system 
all prisoners are called by numbers only, except those serving sentences of less than one month. 
Prisoners serving sentences of six months and less have the distinguishing letter “ A,” in addition to 
a number as, ££ A 16,” “A 17,”&c. I have been unable to proceed with the next steps in the system, 
viz., the making of cell furniture, through want of material (timber).

In August last I placed under cultivation £ acre of land, and planted different kinds of vege
tables, with the result that I have obtained from it 737 lb. of potatoes ; and of cabbages, parsnips, and 
carrots, 387 lb. in all. The yield of potatoes and carrots is for the present exhausted, but I am still 
getting some parsnips and cabbages, and I am still supplying a small quantity of green vegetables three 
times a week. Besides the vegetables mentioned as being supplied, I have also onions and pumpkins 
growing ; from the former I anticipate 168 lb., and from the latter a yield of half a ton at the smallest 
computation. The work of preparing the land and of gardening is most excellent for the prisoners, 
and they like it and enter into it zealously. The work of trenching the remainder of the land is being 
carried on with all the despatch I am able to use, and next month I shall have another portion in a fit 
condition to sow and plant in.

The female warders' new quarters are complete as far as the masonry is concerned, and are now 
ready for roofing. A new slate staircase and landing leading to work-room and hospital, have been 
made, and also good progress in a considerable quantity of internal fittings.

A portion of the foundation for the dividing-wall (new female division) is finished, and the 
work is still being continued.

A new shelter-shed has been put up in No. 1 yard, and a stone sentry-box at the northern end 
of the yard.

Expenditure.—In consequence of the reorganising of the staff in this gaol, about £356 has been 
saved in salaries, as compared with 1896 return. Contingent expenses have been about £113 less 
than in 1896. •

Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

Description of Employment.

Daily Average Number of Prisoners.
Value of

Males. Females. Total.
Prisoners’ Labour.

Manufactures— *
3-3 3-3

£ s. d.. 
88 11 4

2-8 2-8 96 3 5
1*9 1-9 40 0 9
1-6 1-6 36 19 6

10-7 10-7 27 9 5
•2 •2 11 5 7

2-5 2-5 10 15 1
0 17 4

20-5 2-5 23 0 312
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description of Employment.
Daily Average Number of Prisoners.

Value of
Prisoners’ Labour.Males. Females. Total.

In Buildings—
Masons...................... ' 2-7

6 6
6'5 
3-4 
1-2 

' D7 
•4

2-7
6-6

6-5
3 4 
1-2 

D7 
•4

£ s. d. 
179 16 10 
337 6 11 
215 3 0 
192 9 5
52 11 4 

100 11 8
27 9 10

Stonecutters ..............
Labourers .................
Carpenters ............. ■.
Painters ..................
Blacksmiths ...............
Plumbers................

Total.......................... 22-5 22'5 1,105 9 0
Employment at other Institutions—

Gardening—Court-house reserve .. 2-9 2-9 82 6 4
3 3 4Carpenter’s work

Total................... 2-9 2-9 85 9 8

Employed in ordinary prison service—
Cooks and assistants...... 7‘9

20

29 0 
7-8

■6

4'1
4-6

7-9
4-7

30-1
9-4

•6

4-2
4-6

. 220 18 6 
136 0 4 
840 2 6 
265 12 6

35 13 0 
121 7 4 
128 15 11

Washing ............ 2-7
11
1-6

Sweepers and cleaners .....
Hospital attendants, servants. &o.
Repairing prison utensils.....
Repairing prison clothing...... •1Gardening ..................

Total.................. 56-0 5-5 61-5 1,748 10 1
Non-effective—

Sick and observation ... 2-2
•8

4- 6
5- 8

1
•1

•6
■2

2-3
•9

5-2
6 0

Punishment..........
Unemployed, awaiting Visiting Justice, and 

received too late for work
Awaiting trial and remand

. Total.................. 13-4 1-0 14-4
Grand Total............. 11K-Q 124-3 3,251 11 2J

TRIAL BAY PRISON.

CHAS. GRAHAM,
Governor.

ExtractfTOTH the Superintendent’s Report.
carriecUut hi?d«?L°wm,e ^ T*0!? beenJvery g°od- The Deputy-Superintendent has

redout his duties with zeal and tact. He is a steady, hard-working, officer.
himself to bf aaSeardVClrk/nd forekeePer> ^ho 3°“^ stafflate in December, 1896, has proved 
sa“sfactoryb dy’ hard'workmg> and zeaIous officer. Conduct of the other officers generally

I7th A(^rd1S,e)v/IRSta£R—T?eT?nV' C\?1' Thomas> Church of England chaplain, took up duties on
Mr Austral Verveev24th ^ T' H' 2™*’ FM-’ Visiti“g J^iCe’, was relieved by
Mr. Austral Verge, 24th July to 21st August; Mr. A. Verge by Mr F P Meares P QthSeptember to 4th October ; Mr A. Verge, from 16th October to 6th Novembe^ ; and Mr. C K' M‘Keif
Wt lacan^vUdV Wh Jeb^a^Va/rder ^ ^°moted to foreman of matmakers at DarUng!
oters^r EHis to GmRtnW?o H ^ R ^ay’ 7 re-ente,red the Service ; 28th February, Chiff
u erseer Ellis to Grafton, to H. and R, Department, vacancy filled on 6th May bv Mr W J Moxham •Rannon8! ardRr,Ctett *? A™idale' “ exchango with ariclass Warder ElehllrT 3rd-class Warto 
WST Wynie^MBaCBt8^’ 5,Ward^ ^ exchanged wth Srlclt"
Trial Bay y ’ “ Bathurst ’ 3rd-°lass Warder Bannon to Hay, Dice 3rd-class Warder Irvine to

GeneraL°whicli teiTd^o'greater efficletcy! made ™ r0utine’ with tke unction of the Comptroller-

On the 24th of January mounted an additional armed post on Sundays and holidavs outside 
boundary and two warilers on afternoons, in plain clothes and armedi^S^DK sornTZaidS 
9 H Fehr b,ey°nd \°^daTy,’ aDd 0n,the Mlls’ where they obtain a good all-rfuM vieT OnThe 
evt»Fdbd y addltl?na Post at head of quarry was posted, being necessary owing to works having 
extended considerably during previous twelve months. * S Having
admirably-116 °f September the tell-tale oloek system was introduced here, and has worked

supplie^and much^apprecSteffi ^ n^ht-Watch dutT’ from ™idnight to 6 a.m. following, were also 

Prisoners’ conduct as a body has been very good with a few exceptions, 
attacked both free^ndb^nd 156611 S00d’ ^ the excePtion of an ePide“io of influenza, which 

Employment. In addition to work on breakwater and quarry, prison artificers have heon
att6nding t00lS’ steam wi“ches- stea- drill,, blacksmithing,

floor inP^n°g‘a7dTd?n¥r0Uif^ inside Prison wall are still in a very unsatisfactory state ; the concrete 
ftand^hTs g‘ban rTlrf rePalrinug 1 a,so the r°ofs throughout require attention. l under
stand thw „ tobe taken in hand. I cannot therefore report prison blildingsln first-class condition 

VISITS irom Head Office.—On the 20th of August the Comptroller-General visited Trial

ass
held serrice'fofprisoners615 °f Graft°n ^ Armidale Visited 2nd Jamiary> als° ISth of September, and 

The HOonajCHhWa0T,?S a'S 0f Gr%ft°n vififce? .and held ,service & prisoners on 8th October.

The
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The number of modified servitude prisoners at Trial Bay on 1st January, 1897, 105 ; number 
received during the year, 99; number discharged (81 discharges, 11 transfers), 92; in gaol on 31st 
December, 1897, 112. - »

From 1st Jan. to 31st Dec., 1897 ................................................................. "’^"inlp. '

Daily average number of prisoners—breakwater .....................................
Employed at the above....................................................................................
Daily average number of prisoners—other work ...... ............................ o ‘OU
Employed in prison service (exclusive of above named) ................ .......... Jd
Amount paid to prisoners on discharge, earned while at other gaols...... £2/4 14s. 4d.
Amount paid as rewards to prisoners released from prison during the ^ ^ lgg 7d

Amount of salaries paid officers during 1897 ......................... ............ £4,070 2s. 9d.
Amount paid as contingencies (embracing all other expenses) during the

yScir ao«//1•••••• •  .................................................................................. rio tlirl

Cost per head per prisoner per annum ......................  ......... :......io/ us.
Number of officers on strength, excluding those not m receipt of salaries ■‘J: „
Number of prisoners to officers ..................................................................... '5

There is a saving in salaries of £111 14s. 8d„ and in contingencies £469, making a total of 
£580 148. 8d. during the year.___________ CECIL HOKNE,^^

9.—ALBUKY GAOL.
' • Extract from the Gaoler’s Report.

Warders —Two have been dismissed for breaches of gaol discipline, and one other fine*! for 
. carelessness by which a prisoner was allowed to escape With these exceptions the conduct of officers 
has been uniformly good, and their duties have been efficiently discharged.

Prisoners.—On the whole, their conduct and general demeanour have been very satisfactory. 
Drill. —Warders are exercised in a course of squad drill twice daily, with excellent disciplinary

results^^o^ —Prisoners have been employed at shoemaking, bookbinding, carpentering, hatmakmg, 
tailoring, woodcutting, gardening in the gaol reserve, work at police barracks, and in cleaning,
sweeping and^li^t^labour^This js speo;al feature of prison labour. We find that the 
it cheerfully and with interest; and I am of opinion that it has a distinctly salutary effect, irrespective 
of its being undoubtedly remunerative to the Department. The amount of vegetables consumed from 
the gaol garden during the last two months of the year was 13 cwt. 1 qr. 8 lb.

Buildings.—Condition good ; no alterations or improvements have been made.
Official Visits.—The Comptroller-General visited this gaol on 26th July and the 3rd September, 

and the Inspector of Prisons on the 2nd April. <
Clothing and Bedding.—Sufficient for all requirements.
Contractor’s Supplies.—Of good quality and punctually delivered.
Regulations and General Orders.—Have been faithfully carried out.
There has been a saving in salaries for the year amounting to 10s.

...I.T.i.f + V.c. Vnluo nf Prisoners Labour. 189/.

Daily Average Number of Prisoners.
Value of

Description of Employment.
Males. Females. Total.

Prisoners’ Labour.

Manufactures—
■9 •9

£ s. d.
12 16 6

1-2 1-2 73 15 1
■5 *0 17 10 4

0 3 0
Hatmakers ........................................................ 21 21 7 3 6

Total............................................. 4-7 4-7 111 8 5
In Buildings —

■1 . -1 6 9 1
3 14 2

■3 •3 19 5 4
Bricklayers ......................................................... 2 19 0

Total............................................. •4 •4 32 7 7

Working for Police ................................................ •2 •2 6 10

Total............................................. *2 •2 6 10

Employed in ordinary prison service—
3-8 38 108 3 0
2-0 2 0 55 14 8 

139 6 84-6 •3 49
10 1-0 27 17 4
4-4 •4 4-8 137 11 7

Total............................................. 15-8 •7 16-5 468 13 3
Non-effectives—

•1 ■1

23 •2 2-5
•5 •5

1-7 *1 1-8

•1 •1

•1 •1

4-8 •3 51

25-9 •1 26-9 618 10 3

JAS. THOMPSON,
Gaoler.



21

10.—ARMIDALE GAOL.

Extract from the Gaoler’s Report.

From the land now under cultivation within the gaol reserve, vegetables of excellent quality, 
to the value of £17 4s. 2d. (contract rate) have been grown and issued for gaol use since April last.

The cultivation suffered considerably the latter part of the year from the flow of water over'the 
land (which is on a slope), quantities of young plants and seeds having been washed from the ground 
during the rainy weather. Provision has now been made to prevent this in future, a trench having 
been dug across the higher part of the land, by means of which the water is carried to a reservoir, 
which has been dug for that purpose, and by the aid of which a constant supply of water will be 
available for purposes of irrigation.

The reservoir in question is now being fenced in so as to be within the area of the land under 
cultivation.

The conduct of the subordinate officers has been good.
The conduct of the prisoners has been good.
The labour at which prisoners have been employed at this gaol, viz., bookbinding, carpentering, 

shoemaking, tailoring, blacksmiths, tinsmiths, painters, agricultural and other work, has been well 
performed, and given satisfaction to all concerned.

The condition of the buildings is fair.
The police station and Visiting Surgeon’s quarters have been connected by telephone with the 

gaol, the result being satisfactory. '
The quantity of bedding and clothing in store has been sufficient for all requirements.
The contractor’s supplies have been good, and were punctually delivered.
The rules laid down by Regulations and General Orders for the government of the prison have 

been complied with. ■
There has been a saving in salaries for the year amounting to £120 11s. 6d. •

Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

Description of Employment.

Manufactures— 
Carpenters ..
Painters .....
Tinsmiths.....
Blacksmiths.. 
Shoemakers..
Tailors .........
Bookbinding

Daily Average Number of Prisoners.

Total.

Employed in ordinary prison service—.
Working outside...............................................
Cook and servants...........................................
Barber, lunatic keepers, and hospital attend

ant ....... ......................................................
Sweepers and cleaners ..................................
Wood-cutters .................................................
Closet-cleaners...........................................

Total.. .

Non-effectives—'
Sick .....................................
Under Punishment...............
Awaiting trial......................
Others, omitted from above .

Total...........

Grand Total.

Males.

•3
•8

■3
•S

21

4-3

2-6
2-8

1- 4
2- 8 
2-6 
2-0

14-2

T
■2

1- 3
2- 4

Females.

4 0

22-5

1-8

■6

2-4

£ s.
•3 24 13
•8 49 12

2 2
3 3

•3 6 14
•8 30 7

2T 74 9

4-3

2-6
36

1- 4 
3-8
2- 6 
2-0

16-0

T
•2

1- 5
2- 8

4-6

24-9

Value of
Prisoners’ Labour.

191 2 7

74 8 0 
103 18 10

41 10 5 
108 8 0 
72 9 0 
55 14 8

456 8 11

647 11 6

W. JAY,
Gaoler.

11.—BROKEN HILL GAOL.

Extract from the Gaoler’s Report.
A yard for the separate accommodation of prisoners for trial or remand has been made by 

enclosing a part of the men s exercise yard with a dwarf stone wall and 7-ft. upright rails spiked at top. 
Ihe yard is fitted with a shelter-shed, table and seats, lockers, and other conveniences.

A large gate has been removed from the wall of the exercise yard, as it had been found useless 
and had become in an insecure condition. The space has been built up with bricks and mortar, leav
ing a doorway 3 feet wide and i feet high, with an iron door fitted in, locked on outside and inside.

The offices of Gaoler and Matron, which had been vacant for many months, were filled from 
July by the appointment of Senior Warder M’Kenzie and Mrs. Regina M'Kenzie. 1st class 

V\ arder Willots, from Bathurst Gaol, was appointed senior warder here in October ; 3rd-class Warder 
Godfrey resigned at the end of January, and his place was filled by the appointment of probationary 
vvr j r Spalding ; 3rd-class Warder Waite was transferred to Goulburn Gaol, and replaced here by 
V arder Broadbent, who resigned in June; the vacancy was filled by the appointment of probationary 
\\ arder Jeffrey ; 3rd-class Warder George Grant was transferred to Bathurst G aol in October, and he 
was succeeded here by Warder Burns from Deniliquin. With two exceptions (Reilly and Olson) the 
whole staff of warders has been changed during the year.

. Jl1® gaol was visited by the Comptroller-General of Prisons in September, and by the Inspector of Prisons m March. * . r
■ 3 1“ ^®Pl®mberi various changes were effected in the routine of duty. A handbook of drill was
issued by the Department for the exercise of officers and prisoners, and drill of a suitable character 
is now daily practised. All the warders having been previously in drilled service fall into it readily.

The
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The prisoners are more orderly and obedient since drill was introduced. The drill-book also 
contains a section by which the rules of night-watch are regulated, so as to make them uniform in 
all Gaols, so far as is practicable. Stations have been established at different parts of the Gaol for 
checking the visits of the night-watch by means of tell-tale clocks ; the system is carried out here, 
and proves suitable. The system of designating prisoners by numbers instead of their names, is also 
carried out with success. Employment for female and 7th-elass prisoners has been provided by sending 
material from Darlinghurst for making almost all the prison clothing required for this Gaol. All prison 
clothing, except hats, boots, and socks, for the current summer has been made here.

Agriculture or gardening work is impracticable, but sufficient outside work can be found making 
roadways, trenching ground, and digging dams on the Gaol premises.

The buildings are in good order, with the exception of the two urinals in the exercise yard, 
which required renovation as reported.

The stores are sufficient for all requirement.
The supplies from the contractors have been very satisfactory, both as to quality and service.
The Regulations and General Orders have been very fairly complied with.
There has been a saving in salaries for the year amounting to £48 14s. 3d.

Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labor, 1897.

Description of Employment.

Daily Average Number of Prisoners.
Value of

Prisoners’ Labour.
Males. Females. Total.

Manufactures— ■ £ s. d.
Needlework.................................................. •4 •2 •6 21 9 7

•2 *2 9 10 8

Total....................................... •6 •2 •8 31 0 3

In Buildings—
*2 *2 22 7 11
*5 *5 17 9 3

Total........................................ *7 •7 39 17 2

For Police and Court-house.......................... 1-3 1-3 37 1 9

Total........................................ 1-3 1-3 37 1 9

Employed in ordinary Prison Service—
Working outside ........................................ 3-0 3*0 83 16 .5

1*6 1*6 46 7 11
Wood and water gang ................................. 2-3 2-3 65 17 6
Barbers......................................................... •1 •1 3 19 1
Yardsmen...................................................... •8 *8 23 4 3

•8 *8 23 4 3
Sweepers and cleaners ................................. 30 1-5 4-5 128 5 5

*3 •3 9 12 3
Washing ........................ .............................. *2 *2 10 13 5
Lunatic attendants .................................... •2 •2 •4 14 15 11

Total........................................ 11-8 2-2 14-0 409 16 5

Non-effectives—
3-2 *5 3*7
3*7 *7 4*4

*2 -1 *3
•1 *1

2-4 1*1 3*5

9*6 2*4 12*0

Grand Total............................. ■ 24-0 4-8 28’8 517 15 7

j. mckenzie,
Gaoler.

12.—DENILIQUIN GAOL.

Extract from the Gaoler’s Report..

During the year one warder was transferred for misbehaviour, and another fined for gross neglect of 
duty ; with these exceptions the conduct of the subordinate officers has been good.

The system of duty performed by warders has been rearranged so as to secure a more even 
distribution of the hours of attendance.

The conduct of the prisoners was good, with the exception of one man who was transferred to 
another gaol. vaso.

Prisoners were employed trenching, gardening, painting, bricklaying, sewing, and making 
cabbage-tree hats.

The buildings are in a fair state of repair.
The repairs and alterations carried out are :—Erection of shed at the rear of the Gaol; new 

picket-fence erected at the rear of the Gaol; entrance passage and a portion of labour yard paved 
with bricks ; water service laid on to cook-house, and an oven and sink erected therein ; well in 
confine yard filled in, and a rotary pump removed ; trees removed from the garden and the space- 
trenched ; wooden borders fixed all round the garden; the Gaol painted throughout.

The cabbage-tree hat-making was successfully initiated, and also the making of clothing required 
for prisoners’ use.

During the year visits were paid to the establishment by the Comptroller-General on-6th and: 
7th September, and by the Inspector of Prisons on 18th March.

Gardening operations have been carried out with vigour;, from 1st April, to 31st December 
13 cwt. 1 qr. 11 lb. of vegetables were supplied for prisoners’ use.,

The
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Th^ 6aol ro"t™® has been considerably altered during the past year, and a system of discipline 

introduced similar to that pursued m the large gaols J *
The system of designating prisoners by numbers instead of calling them by their names was 

introduced on 8th September, and has u orked very satisfactorily Several of the prisoners when 
questioned expressed themseives gratified at the change, which they legaid as a humane concession. 
It is undoubtedly a strong move in the direction of criminal reform Persons desirous of reforming 

‘?!fchtrse’ +Tffeued Under the, SBnous disability of risking recognition by unscrupulous 
criminals to whom they have become known by name while m prison , thanks to the new order of 
things this evil will be greatly minimised Personally, I have gieat hopes of beneficial results With 
reierence to the actual difference in calling prisoners by number oi name there is none For the fiist

aC—0datU1§ 0Ur“eUes a new system, but since then
creditabfe'to'tlm Department^ ^ haS been th0r0U§Wy Pamted> and now Plese“ts an appearance 

The contractor’s supphes have been good and punctually delivered 
been steotly ^mplfed mS.^ RegUlatl0nS and GenCral °lderS i01 the government of the prison have

Returk of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897

Dailj Average Number of Prisoners
Description of Employment

Males Females Total
Prisoners Labour

Manufactures—
Hat making 2 2 1 4 6

Total 2 2 14 6
In Buildings—

Carpenters . 1 1
1
6

11 13 4
10 5 4
29 11 0

Bricklayers 1
Painters 6

Total 8 8 51 9 8
Employed m ordinary prison service—

Cook and delegate 1 9 1 Q 55 3 7
75 15 11
0 3 4

78 0 6
93 9 7

Sweepers and cleanci s
Hospital attendant 1 7 i 2 6
Labourers
Making and repairing prison clothing 
Repairing prison shoes

G
O <M

O
l

5

G
O U

-
<M

1 2 4
5 11 6Barber

Wood cutters 2
1 9

' 2
1 9Gardeners 54 6 9

Servants 3
7
3

22 0 3
9 9 6

Total 9 4 1 7 ii i 324 16 3
Employment at other Institutions—

Police Barracks 7 7 19 10 1
Total 7 7 19 10 1

Non effectives—
Sick '
Awaiting trial 2

6
1 *3

Remanded
7th class
Exempt

6
1 0

6
1 0

Under punishment 2
Awaiting Visiting Justice i 1Unemployed
Keeping themselves 11 4 1 5
Separate treatment
Others omitted from above 6 6

Total .... 44 5 49
Grand Total 15 5 22 17 7 397 0 6

J H MANSELL,
Gaoler.

13 —DUBBO GAOL

Extract from the Gaoler’s Report.

performeilCelVe<^ eYery asslstanoe ^rom my subordinate officers, whose duties have been creditably

The prisoners have been orderly and mdustnous as a body They have shown willingness and 
intelligence in performing their allotted tasks ; the punishment therefore is a light one They have 
been employed making grey cloth jackets, vests, trousers, plaiting cabbage-tree sennet, and making 
hats, bookbinding, cutting firewood, and sharpening axes, &c , for private persons 6

One attempt at escape was made at the beginning of the year by a trial prisoner, who was, 
thm matterr°mptly Captured by myself> a warder having been dismissed through neglect of duty in

The prison buildings and premises are in the highest state of order and cleanliness The room 
formerly used by me as an office has been thrown into my quarters , a new and convenient office and 
guard-room have been erected on the opposite side of the gateway
,, . ®y prison labour the prison kitchen baa been refloored ; a new stove set m my private quarters,
tne old repainted, and all the paths, roadways, and drains about the prison are m good order

The
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The supplies upon the whole have been good and punctually delivered.
The clothing and bedding in stock have been found sufficient to meet requirements.
Under the direction of the Director of Labour new industries have been established, namely, 

the manufacture of hats and clothing by prisoners for prison wear.
The limited space here available for cultivation has been utilised to supply the prison hospital 

with green vegetables when ordered. .... ...
The system of numbering prisoners, instead of distinguishing them by name, is working very 

satisfactorily; and I am certain, from personal knowledge, that it is hailed with gratitude by the 
better class of prisoners. .

All rules laid down by Regulation and General Orders for the government of the prison have 
been, to the best of my belief, carried out.

Number of visits of officers during the year Comptroller-General Prisons. 9th December ; 
Deputy Comptroller-General Prisons, 21st January; Inspector of Prisons,. 3rd June, 8th July; 
Director of Labour, 3rd June.

There has been a saving in salaries for the year amounting to £120 Is. 4d.

Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

Description of Employment.

Manufactures—
Bookbinders...............
Shoemakers................
Tailors .......................
Carpenters (private) ..
Hatmakers ................
Woodcutters (private) 
Needlework................

Total

In Buildings— 
Labourers. 
Painters .

Total...........................

Employed in Ordinary Prison Service—
Seventh class (jobs and repairs) .....
Washing ..........................................
Labourers..........................................
Writers.............................................
Woodcutters (gaol) ......................
Messengers .....................................
Storeman............................ ............
Nightman..........................................
Water-gang.....................................
Sweepers .........................................
Cooks ............................................
Hospital attendants ......................
Barbers............................................
Lunatic keepers ..............................
Gardeners.........................................
Servants .........................................
Carpenters .....................................

Total

Non-effectives—
Sick ..................................
Punishment.......................
Unemployed ....................
Awaiting trial and remand 
Omitted ...........................

Total...........

Grand Total

Daily Average Number of Prisoners.
Value of

Prisoners’ Labour.
Males. Females. Total.

£ s. d.
•8 •8 33 1 6
•1 1 3 2 0
■8 •8 9 17 2
•2 ■2 6 11 2
*5 •5 4 4 0

*5 16 13 11
•i •i 15 6

2-9 •i 3 0 74 15 3

•1 •1. 6 0 6
2 14 10

•1 •1 8 15 4

•8 •8 23 16 6
•5 •i •6 20 4 7

2-7 2-7 77 18 4
*5 •5 14 5 11

3-8 3 8 108 8 8
•4 •4 11 16 4
•4 ■4 13 10 10

1-9 1-9 53 15 8
•9 •9 27 11 9

3-8 1-9 5-7 160 6 10
2*0 20 55 14 8
1*0 10 27 17 4

•9 •o 27 9 6
3 7 5

*8 ■8 23 14 3
1-0 10 28 4 8

•7 •7 19 14 0

21-1 3 0 241 697 17 3

*7 ■7
•2

67 1-3 8 0

2-1 •2 2-3

9-7 1-5 11-2

33-8 4-6 38-4 781 7 10

J. BOYDEN,
Gaoler.

14.—FORBES GAOL.

Extract from the Acting Gaoler's Report.

Night duty has been carried out since 31st January, 1897, with satisfactory results,
Discipline very good.
Gaol visited and inspected by Comptroller-General of Prisons, 2nd June, 1897.
The conduct of subordinate officers has been good.
The conduct of the prisoners has been very good. . , ,
The prisoners, who are all under short sentences, are employed in the following trades ana 

works :—Carpentering, painting, tinsmiths, shoe-making (repairs), tailors, sweeping and cleaning, 
servants, cooks, wood-cutting, and general labouring.

The condition of the prison buildings is good. . . .
Tower platform has been covered in, wrought-iron night cart has been received, and speaking 

tube erected from Acting Gaoler’s office to tower. .
The quantity of clothing and bedding in store is quite sufficient to meet all requirements.
The contractor’s supplies have been good and punctually delivered. _
The rules laid down for the government of the gaol have been complied with.
There has been a saving in salaries for the year amounting to £329 Os. 2d.° j a Return
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Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

Description of Employment.
Daily Average Number of Prisoners.

Value of
Prisoners’ Labour.

Males. Females. Total.

Manufactures— £ s. d.
2 2 8
1 10 0

3 12 8
In Buildings—

6 18 4
23 12 0
2 11 4

•3 •3

Total......................................... ..
Employed in ordinary Prison Service—

•3 •3 33 1 8

•9
1-

•9
1-

•4
D
1-6

' 25 18 11
27 17 4
11 4 7
27 17 4
45 7 11
0 8 4
7 3 0

27 17 4

•4
Sweepers and cleaners .................................... 1

1-6

■2
1-

•2
1-Otherwise employed .......................................

Total...........................................
Non-effectives—

5-7 •4 61 173 14 9

•8
1-8

•1 •9
1-8Awaiting trial and remand ............................

2-6 T 2-7

Grand Total................................ 8-6 •5 9T 210 9 1

J. THOMSON,
Acting Gaoler.

15.—GRAFTON GAOL.
'Extract from the G-aoler’s Report.

The labour return has been carefully and accurately prepared, and, comparing it with that for 1896, 
it will be seen that, although the daily average number of prisoners for the year was one-third less, the 
amount as shown by the actual earnings at remunerative work in the gaol was very much greater than 
in the previous year. The expense of repairs and additions to buildings is much less for the year.

The area of land under cultivation was about 4 acres. The result is shown on a separate 
balance-sheet; but, in consequence of the continued dry weather throughout the year, the produce did 
not come up to my anticipations or wish. •

Work has been found for the whole of the prisoners during the year.
Two most important events of the year have been the visits of the Inspector of Prisons, on the 

14th May, and the Comptioller-General of Prisons, on the 2nd and 3rd of August.
The previous visit of the late Comptroller-General was on the 31st December, 1895.
I attach very great importance to the two visits of this year, for through them my endeavours 

in the maintenance of discipline have been greatly strengthened. I do not mean that the discipline 
was so materially changed, but, by the visits of the Comptroller and Inspector the officers and 
prisoners saw that my endeavours to work the gaol closely to the written orders met their approva1 
and acquiescence.

The Comptroller-General’s visit was an extended one. He directed a new system of drill for 
both officers and prisoners, which has been continued since with very satisfactory results, both as 
regards efficiency and as bearing upon the discipline of the establishment.

The Comptroller-General also conducted the inauguration of a new system of night-duty in the 
gaol, and by dividing the night between two warders instead of one, has augmented the strength of 
supervision, and its completeness is assured b}' the warders being obliged to visit and mark different 
stations at stated periods throughout the night, with a peg or tell-tale clock. Subsequent to the 
Comptroller-General’s visit he gave directions for the numbering of prisoners instead of calling them by 
their names. No difficulty was experienced by the change, and I believe it is deservedly appreciated 
by the prisoners.

The contractor’s supplies have been good, and regularly supplied.
The stock of bedding and clothing has been found sufficient.
'The general discipline of the officers has been very good. One warder has been retired through 

failing eyesight. He was replaced by a warder from Maitland. One warder was withdrawn, and 
promoted to the position of Overseer of Trades at Darlinghurst, and he was succeeded by a warder 
irom Biloela.

The order and discipline of the prisoners have been satisfactory, if I except the slight disorderly 
conduct of a batch of prisoners received from Parramatta. The offenders were punished, and at the 
present time everything is quiet and orderly in the gaol.

Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

Description of Employment.

Daily Average Number of Prisoners.
Value of

Prisoners’ Labour.
Males. Females. Total.

Manufactures—
} 1'6 

1-8 
1-4

1-6
DS
1-4

£ s. d.

10 1 6

j. 16 2 0

4'8 4-8 26 3 6

83—D
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Description of Employment.
Daily Average Number of Prisoners.

Value of
Prisoners’ Labour.

Males. Females. Total.

Work for the Police— £ s. d.
Cutting firewood and grinding tools .............. •5 •5 15 0 4

Total........................................... -5 •5 15 0 4

In Buildings—
*2 •2 14 19 0
*2 •2 10 1 2

Total........................................... •4 •4 25 0 2

Employed in ordinary Prison Service—
2* 2- 55 14 8
3*2 3-2 89 14 8

•3 •3 10 7 3
Repairing prison shoes .................................... T T 4 8 0
Labourers, cutting firewood, pumping water, 62 6-2 174 12 4

and general work inside the gaol.
2-5 2-5 70 15 0

Servant.............................................................. •4 ■4 13 5 3

- Total........................................... 14-3 •4 14-7 418 17 2

Non-effectives—
Awaiting trial and remand ............................ ■6 •1 •7

•1 •1
*2 ■2

Underpunishment, orawaitingYisiting Justice •2 *2
Others omitted from above ............................ 1-2 T 1-3

2*3 *2 2-5

Grand total................................ 22-3 •6 22'9 485 1 2

AoRtcCLTURAi. Retcrn of the above Gaol, for the year ending 31st December, 1897.

By maize supplied to H. M. Goal, 
Darlinghurst.

,, maize supplied to H. M. Gaol, 
Biloela.

„ maize supplied to Trial Bay Prison
,, potatoes supplied to Trial Bay 

Prison, 3 tons at £3 per ton.
„ vegetables supplied to H. M. Gaol, 

Grafton—3,933 rations at id. per 
ration.

,, sale of refuse potatoes...............
„ „ maize ..................

£ s. d. £ s. d.
4 4 0
3 12 4
5 2 8

----------  12 19 0
9 0 0

---------- 9 0 0
4 1 11

----------  • 4 1 11
0 4 0 0 4 0
0 2 0 0 2 0

26 6 11

Dr. £ s. d. £ s. d.
Seed supplied by the 31st December, 0 10 0 

1896.
Seed since received......................... 5 15 0-------------- 6 5 0

Credit balance............................... 20 1 11
26 6 11

S. F. POLLACK,
Gaoler.

16.—HAY GAOL.
Extract from the Gaoler's Report.

Changes.—On 14th December, 1897, I was relieved, and the position of Gaoler was taken up 
Ly Mr. P. Phelan.

Buildings.—The only new building erected for the year was a wash-house for Gaoler’s quarters, 
which was built by contract (free labour). < .

Repairs.—All the drains inside the gaol, and the main sewer leading from gaol to the river, 
were opened up and the pipes taken out, cleaned, and relaid. A new system of drainage was adopted, 
•which was working very satisfactorily when I left. # .

Prisoners.—The prisoners were employed during the year on the different works set opposite 
their trades, viz. :—

Carpenters.—Making new furniture for lodge-room, office, cook-house, surgery, and general 
repairs to gaol.

Shoemakers.—Repairing officers’ and prisoners’ boots and shoes.
Painters.—Painting gaol generally. . 4 _
Bricklayers.—Pointing gaol walls, cementing around sinks in yards, repairing cell-floors, &c.
Tinsmiths.—Repairing tinware.
Tailors.—Making and repairing prisoners’ clothing.
Hatmakers.—Making cabbage-tree hats. <
Working outside.—Cutting firewood for gaol and police ; working in gaol garden.
Vegetable Garden.—The following vegetables were planted during the year :—Cabbages, 

turnips, carrots, onions, parsnips, and potatoes, all of which grew fairly well with the exception of 
potatoes. Cabbages can be grown in the winter, and turnips do fairly well for a couple of months in 
the year. # .

Officers.—The conduct of the officers during the year was good, with the exception of one 
warder, who was reported for neglect of duty. ....

Conduct.—The conduct of the prisoners was good; no serious breaches of prison discipline 
occurred during the year.

There has been a saving in salaries for the year amounting to £60 19s. 9d.
Return
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Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

Description of Employment.
Daily Average Number of Prisoners.

Males. Females. Total.

Value of
Prisoners’ Labour.

Manufactures— 
Carpenters ...
Tailors ..........
Hatmakers ...

Total.

In Buildings—
Bricklayers .... 
Painters .......

Total .....................

Working for Police ......................

Total..........................

Employed in ordinary Prison Service—
Cooking .........................................
Sweeping and cleaning....................
Servants ......................................... .
Wood-cutting..................................
Gardening ......................................
Repairing boots and shoes ............
Repairing prison utensils................
Repairing prison clothing ............

Total...........................

Non-effectives—
Sick ...................................
Unemployed ....................
Under punishment............
Awaiting trial....................
Others omitted from above

Total...... .....

Grand total ..

•3
•4

1-3

2-

•8

•8

1-
2-8

1-8
2-7

•1
8-4

1
1-3

•3
•4

1-3

£ s. d. 
23 4 0 
13 3 11 
36 6 0

2- 72 13 11

•8

•8

1 16 0 
3 0 0

4 16 0

24 3 9

24 3 9

1-
2-8

1-8
2-7

•1

8'4

28 5 8
80 0 1

1 19 0
50 8 3
76 18 3
2 0 10
0 19 1
3 2 0

243 13 2

•1
1-3

2-8

14-

•6
•8

2-8

14- 345 6 10

17.—MUDGEE GAOL.

BEN. SHAW,
Gaoler.

Extract from the Gaoler’s Report.
. The conduct of the subordinate officers has been generally good, with the exception of one third-class 

warder, who was reported for gross disobedience of orders, for which he was fined.
The conduct of the prisoners has been good.
The prisoners have been employed during the year at tailoring, making and repairing prison 

clothing for the gaol, and jobbing carpentering, blacksmithing, painting, repairing prison shoes, 
plastering, and white-washing walls and buildings, wood-cutting for police, Post and Telegraph Office, 
Court-house, and lock-up, and chopping wood for the gaol.

The prison buildings are in good order and condition.
The front entrance gate was made effective by the Government Architect’s Department.
The quantity of clothing and bedding is sufficient to meet all requirements.
The contractor’s supplies have been good and punctually delivered.
The Rules and General Orders for the government of the prison have been complied with.
No change or promotions have taken place in the staff during the past year.
The industries in connection with the gaol have advanced in manufacturing prison clothing, and 

starting agriculture for the purpose of growing vegetables for the use of the prison, which I have no 
.. doubt will prove successful.

The alteration in the routine of discipline, which has taken place, was the numbering of 
prisoners and their clothing, and calling them by such numbers on all occasions; this rule is found to 
work satisfactorily.

The gaol was visited during the year from the Head Office by the Comptroller-General on the 
7th December last, on inspection, and by the Inspector of Prisons on the 4th June.

There has been a slight increase in the expenditure, having to employ a special warder over the 
condemned prisoner, and the Church of England and Roman Catholic chaplains being allowed their 
former salaries of £20 per annum each.

Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

” i Description of Employment.
Daily Average Number of Prisoners.

Value of
Prisoners’ Labour.Males. Females. Total.

Manufactures—
Tailoring .......................................................... •3 •3

£ s. d., 
18 8 0

Total........................................... •3 : -3 18 8 0;
In Buildings—

Carpenters ....................................................... •i
* -3

•2
* -1

•1
v -S'
-,V2

•1

10 12 0 
: 23 0 0 
14- 0 0
5 4 6

Painters ................................. ..................
Plasterers......................................................  .

:' Whitewashers...............................................

Total................................. ......... - 'I ■ -7 .a52 16 6
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Description of Employment.

Daily Average Number of Prisoners.
Value of

Males. Females. Total.
Prisoners’ Labour.

Employment at other Institutions—
Wood-cutting for Police and other Govern

ment Departments.................................... •6 •6
£ s. d.
18 8 11

Total........................................... •6 •6 18 8 11

Employed in Ordinary Prison Service— 2- 2' 55 14 8
1' 1' 27 17 4

Cleaning and jobbing work in and about the 
prison (exclusive of building work of any

4- i- 5' 139 6 8
1* 1- 27 17 4
2' 2' 55 14 8

•9 •9 27 2 3
1- 1' 35 9 4

■5 •5 33 6 8
Do do utensils ................. •4 •4 24 3 4

Total........................................... 11-9 1-9 13'8 426 12 3

Non-effectives— ■4 •4
Under punishment.......................................... 2-6 ■1 2-7

1-3 1-3
■2 •2

Total.......................................... 4*5 T 4'6

18' 2' 20' 516 5 8

■ ” JOHN COTTER,
Gaoler.

18.—TAMWORTH GAOL.
Extract from the Gaoler’s Report.

No change in the duty of the-warden at this gaol has taken Jalde^were
noon of the tower sentries. No promotions have taken place amongst the staff. Two warders were 
removed ; one was allowed to exchange, and the other was transferred at his own request.

The buildins of 20 additional cells was commenced here m May last, and since then great care 
and precaution were found necessary to ensure the safe custody of the prisoners, but I am happy o
say, ^^0^0*the "additionalcells is nearly completed, and I trust that in a few months
time t^^g^oYwas^kited^y^h^Depaty-Comptroller and the Director of Labour on the 11th May 
and by the8 Comptroller-General on the 19th of same month. The Gomptroner-General and the 
Denutv-Comctroller gave many instructions and directions, which have been of great benefit in the management^ gaol ^natters generally, and amongst them were the better arranging of prisoners in 
rank^ifahiting andmarching to and f/om their various destinations. This is an improvement, and
conducw^to good ordered discipline. prisoners with regard to receiving library books is

sure to be a great benefit to prisoners after discharge. I attach the Senior Warder s report. The 
chithing.&c;81 of prisoners was branded in accordance with circular memo, ^ted ^October, and 
each nrisoner was told that in future he would be known by the number assigned to him The 
prisoners since received were told not to divulge their names to other prisoners, and that there would 
not be anv chance of their being known after leaving the prison if they kept their own counsel. All 
the prisoners since received seemed to fully appreciate this advantage, and many of the others <:xPress 
their gratitude"?!)/ the kindness and thoughtfulness of the Comptroller-General of 
providing them with the means of keeping their past a secret. The prisoners were quite taken with 
the system from the very onset, and never once has a warder or prisoner had to be reproved for call g 
by name I have no hesitation in pronouncing the new system an unqualified success, and which
mnqt nnnuestiouablv minimise the evils encountered under the old system. . , » ,must unquestionably mid preparing the gaol grounds for agricultural purposes has been mtroduced
during the year. An acreand a hllf of land has been prepared and sown with various vegetables, 
and although the extremely hot weather, which came in November, did great IP^ry to the cr p, 
still I believe we will have sufficient vegetables to supply the gaol for the year. I believe this kind 
of work is about the best a prisoner could be employed at to enable him to make an honest living after
discharge.^ ^ o£ ont.out clofching has also been introduced during the year, and works well,
as it helps to find employment for prisoners unable to perform hard labour.

The principal occupation of the hard-labour prisoners has been trenching and g™und
for growing vegetables, building 20 additional cells, pumping water, cutting up firewood for gaol and 
noliS uTe painting and repairing the gaol buildings, knitting socks, making and repairing clothing 
and boots’ and at the various other occupations incidental to all gaols ; and all sentenced prisoners, 
except those exempt by the Visiting Surgeon, have' been kept fully employed.

The conduct of the officers has been good and efficient. . , , , .
The conduct of prisoners has been good, with a few exceptions. Six were punished for minor

breaches of the Regulations. , .
No escape or attempt at escape took place during the year. . , , .The gaol buildings are now in a state of good preservation, having been all painted and repaired

recent y^ bedding, and stores have been found sufficient to meet all requirements.
The contractor’s supplies have been good and punctually delivered. i„,™i„,w or,/!
The Regulations and General Orders have been complied with to the best of my knowledge and 

abiUtyThere has been a saving in salaries for the year of £25.13s. . Retprk
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Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

Description of Employment. • 1
Daily Average Number of Prisoners.

Value of
Prisoners’ Labour.Males. Females. Total.

Manufactures—
Knitting socks .............................................. !•

•3
i-

•3

£ s. d.
1 16 0
3 12 6Needlework........................... .........................

Total....................................... 1-3 1-3 5 8 6
In’Biiildings—

Bricklayers...................................................... 2
1-

•3
•2

31

2
1-

•3
-2

31

100 15 0
50 0 0
16 0 0
2 3 9 

135 0 0

Carpenters ......................................................
Blacksmiths........................... ..........................
Masons .... .........................................................
Labourers..................................... ....................

Total....................................... 6-6 6-6 303 18 9
Working for police.................................................. •7 •7 20 1 2

Total....................................... •7 •7 20 1 2
Employed in ordinary Prison Service—

Tinsmiths, painters, and glaziers ....... ......... •8
3-

■2
5-3
2-4
2-8
2-5
1
1-

•8
3-

•2
5-3
2-4
2-8
3
1
1-

•8

39 9 1
83 12 0

8 1 ,8
147 13 11
66 17 6
78 0 6
84 19 11
27 17 4
27 17 4
23 2 7

Cooks and messengers ....................................
Repairing clothes and shoes............................
Working outside...............................................
Yardsman and tubman..................................
Wood-cutters ..................................................
Sweepers and barber........................................ •5
Delegate ..........................................................
Hospital attendant...........................................
Servants ......................................................... •8

Total........................................ 19- 1-3 20-3 587 11 10
Non-effectives—

Sick ................................................................. 1-3
T

24
2'

•7

1- 3
T

2- 4
2-

•9

Under punishment...........................................
Unemployed ...................................................
Awaiting trial...................................................
Omitted from above ........................................ ■2

Total........................................ 6*5 •2 67

Grand total............................. 34T 1-5 35-6 917 0 3

M. COONAN,
Gaoler.

19.—WAGGA WAGGA GAOL.

Extract from the Acting Gaoler's Report,

The general conduct of officers has been good. One married warder was transferred, and replaced 
by an unmarried warder who resides at the gaol.

The conduct of prisoners has been good.
The prisoners were employed sweeping and cleaning, cooking prisoners’ rations, cutting 

firewood, otherwise employed, and working for police. ,
Buildings in fair order.
Speaking tubes were fixed from tower to office, and from male wing to Acting Gaoler’s 

bedroom, which are very useful; a new trellis was placed in front of gaol, and bricks were laid as a 
border for flower-beds ; stores, &c., have been removed from cells formerly used, which allow two 
more for the accommodation of male prisoners.

Clothing and bedding were sufficient to meet requirements.
Contractor’s supplies good and punctually delivered.
Regulations and General Orders have been complied with. .
Decrease in expenditure of £362 9s. 5d., caused by reduction in staff.
Official inspection by Comptroller-General of Prisons on.27th July, 1897, and by the Inspector 

of Prisons on 27th May, 1897.

Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

Description of Employment.
Daily Average Number of Prisoners.

Value of
Prisoners’ Labour.Males. Females. Total.

In buildings—
Painters .......................................................... £ s. d.

1 12 0
Total............... ......................... 1 12 0

Employment at other Institutions—
Working for police...................... ....................

Total........................................

-4 ■4 13 6 11
•4 •4 13 6 11
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Description of Employment.

Daily Average Number of Prisoners.
Value of

Males. Females. Total.
Prisoners’ Labour.

Employed in ordinary Prison Service—
1*6 •5 2T

£ s. d.
61 10 7

1.4 1*4 39 3 0
1*4 1*4 39 18 2

•2 *2 1 18 0
IT •i 1-2 36 7 11

5-7 •6 6-3 178 17 8

Non-effectives—
4*9 •7 5'6
1*5 1*5

*5 T *6

6 9 -8 7'7

13- IT 14 T 193 16 7

E. D’ARCY,
---------------- Acting Gaoler.

20.—WILCANNIA GAOL.
Extract from the Gaoler’s Report.

The conduct of the subordinate officers has been good.
The prisoners have behaved well, and have been constantly employed at wood-cutting, painting, 

tailoring, repairing shoes, digging Court-house and gaol garden, and usual routine work of the gaol.
The buildings are now in good order, except one wall and arch that need repair. Tenders closed 

on the 8th ultimo for this work. Several small items still unfinished, which have received approval.
The alterations completed during the year are :—Brick walls in lieu of 10 feet iron fence at 

north-east and south-west corners of the gaol; new iron entrance gate ; new offices, surgery, balcony 
to quarters, bath-room, closet, and weather-shed in the female yard; parapet wall in trial yard, adding 
much to its security.

The chief repairs by gaol labour consist of raising levels of the yards and floors of sheds, 
repairing sheds and out-buildings, painting of gaoler’s quarters, &c.

The clothing and bedding quite sufficient.
The contractors have delivered good articles, and very punctually.

. All Regulations and General Orders have been complied with.
The gaol was visited by the Comptroller-General of Prisons on the 13th September, 1897 ; 

Inspector of Prisons on the 29th March, 1897 ; by Mr. Green, Inspector of Public Revenue, on 26th 
July, 1897.

The only change in the staff during the year was the Rev. J. Rawling being appointed Church 
of England Chaplain, vice Rev. H. Bradshaw, resigned.

The new system of numbers for prisoners in this gaol has been in operation for one complete 
month, with satisfactory results. At first a few slight difficulties had to be met, but now it is working 
well, and 1 feel convinced that the longer it is in force the better will be the results.

Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

Description of Employment.
Daily Average Number of Prisoners.

Value of
Prisoners’ Labour.

Males. Females. Total.

Manufactures—
Tailors ............................................................. •2 •2

£ s. d.
6 12 0

Total...................................... •2 ■2 6 12 0
In Buildings—

Carpenters ...................................................... T
•4

T
•4

10 10 0
49 0 0Painters .........................................................

•5 ■5 59 10 0
Employment at other Institutions—

Cleaning Court-house....................................... •6 •6 18 6 2

Total...................................... •6 •6 18 6 2
Employed in Ordinary Prison Service—

Repairs to prisoners5 shoes ............................ 0 12 10
27 17 4
27 17 4
94 15 6
34 11 2 

142 5 9
5 11 5

23 7 0 '

Washing .......................................................... 1
1
3-4
1-2
ST

■2

r
i-
3-4
1-2
ST

•2
•8

Cooking for prisoners.......................................
Sweepers and cleaners ....................................
Gardening .....................................................
Wood-cutters ...................................... ..........
Repairs (gaol-yard) .......................................
Needlewomen.................................................. •8

Total........................................... 11-9 •8 . 12-7 356 18 4
Non-effectives—

Sick ................................................................. •3
•2

1-3
1-2

-8

•3
•2

1-5
1-2

.........-d’

Under punishment...........................................
Awaiting trial................................................... •2
Unemployed .................................................
Others omitted'from above ............................ q •

• t Total1...'..................................... . • 3-8 -.3 4T

i Grand total..................... .......... IT IT 18T 441 6 6

.....ARTHUR G. LEER,
Gaoler.

21.
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.. . 21.—WOLLONGONG GAOL.
Extract from the Gaoler's Report.

Tub working of Wollongong Gaol during the past year has been very satisfactory. There was no 
unusual occurrence, and everything worked well.

. The prisoners were continuously employed at remunerative work, but I regret there was no land 
available for agricultural training. .

The conduct of the officers has been good. '
The conduct of the prisoners has been good.

' The labour at which the prisoners were employed is as follows Manufacturing hammocks • 
cabbage-tree hats ; shirts, Scotch twill; braces and clothes-bags. Also repairing boots and shoes • 
cutting firewood for gaol use ; painting, and keeping buildings in repair ; cleaning, gardening, &c. ’

Canvas hammocks have been erected in all the cells, to replace the bunks which’were in 
existence.

Telephone communication between the gaol and police station has been effected. This small 
outlay has proved very beneficial, and the value of the telephone cannot be too highly estimated in 
cases of emergency.

The quantity of clothing, &c., in store is sufficient for all requirements.
The Rules and Regulations have been complied with.
The contractor’s supplies have been good and punctually delivered.

• There has been a saving in salaries for the year amounting to £357 Is. 2d.

' Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

' ‘ Description of Employment.
Daily Average Number of Prisoners.

Value of
Prisoners’ Labour.

Males. Females. Total.

Manufactures—
Tailors ...................................................... •3

•9
•3
•9
•4

£ s. d.
2 16 0
3 2 4

15 15 4
.Hatmakers .......................................................
Needlewomen................................................. ■4

Total.......................................... 1-2 •4 1-6 21 13 8

In Buildings—
Painters .................................................... ... T T 14 9 4

Total.......................................... T T 14 9 4
Employed in ordinary Prison Service—

Cooks ................................................................ ■7
5T
1-

•7
5T
1-

22 4 2 
142 5 9
30 4 . 1

• Sweepers and cleaners ....................................
Otherwise employed .........................................

Total.......................................... 6-8 6-8 194 14 0
Non-effectives—

Sick .....................................................................
Under punishment............................................
Trial and remand ...................... ... ................... •4 T •5
Debtors............................................................
Others omitted from above .............................. 1-5

1-6
T
T

1-6
1-7Unemployed .....................................................

Total......................................... 3-5 •3 3-8

11-6 •7 12-3 230 17 0

J. McKOWNE,
Acting Gaoler..

22.—YASS GAOL.

Extract from the Acting Gaoler’s Report.
The conduct of the officers has been good.

The conduct of the prisoners also has been very good, there being only one punished during the 
year. 6

The buildings are all in very good repair.
The quantity of bedding and clothing in store is sufficient to meet all requirements.
The contractor’s supplies have been of good quality and punctually delivered.
The Regulations and General Orders have been complied with.
There has been no change in the staff, promotions, or alterations in the duty during the year.
The Comptroller-General of Prisons paid a visit of inspection to the gaol on the 15th June last.
There has been an all-round decrease in the expenditure as compared with 1896, the expenditure 

for that year being £869 6s. 2d., as against £398 2s. lOd. for 1897, making an all-round reduction of 
£471 3s. 4d., which was caused through reduction in the staff and less prisoners.

The prisoners were all kept fully employed during the year at sweeping, cleaning, painting, 
wood-cutting, and agricultural work. &

The new system of numbering prisoners was brought into operation at this gaol on the 10th 
October last, and has, up to date, worked very well.

The new industry, agricultural work, was commenced in August last, the season prior to then 
proving unsuitable owing to drought. This industry has, so far, turned out very satisfactorily, pro
viding an educational employment for prisoners, who appear to take a great interest in it. The 
product was not as good as it would have been had the season been at all favourable; as it was, the 
early potatoes planted in August were 1 cwt. of seed to 1J chain of land, and produced 3 cwt. 
2 qr. 8 lb. of potatoes, the best that were grown in the district. There is at present under cultivation 
a quarter of an acre of late potatoes and pumpkins, which look very well, and only need rain to ensure 
a good crop of each. The ground where the late potatoes were grown is now ready for sowing Swede 
turnips, this being the proper month for sowing here. There is not quite half an acre of spare land 
attached to the gaol altogether.

Return



Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 1897.

Description of Employment.
Daily Average Number of Prisoners

Value of
Prisoners’ Labour.

Male. Females. Total.

In Buildings—
T T

£ s. d. 
12 0 0

Total....................................
Employed in ordinary Prison Service —

T •1 12 0 0

•9
1-4

•3
•2

■9
1-4

•3
•2

26 15 7
41 4 4

8 13 10
7 17 2

Sweeping.........................................................
Agricultural work..........................................
Wood-cutters....................................................

Total......................................
Non-effeetives—

2-8 2-8 84 10 11

• 
qi 

; 
: oo

-2
•3

Under punishment ........................................

On remand ...................................................... T

Exempt.............................................................
Omitted from above..........................................

Total ..................................

Grand total ......................

.......-8

1-2 •1 1-3

4T T 4-2 96 10 11

23.—YOUNG GAOL.

G. CALVIN,
Acting Gaoler.

Extract from the Gaoler's Report.
Since the 4th January all the prisoners have been regularly drilled (elementary) at evening 

muster, and all musters and movements of prisoners conducted m a thorough disciplinary manner.
On the 9th October the latter part of clause 15, Regulation 35, as to numbering of prisoners, was 

given effect to, and it has worked satisfactorily. _ .
During the year the new and old cells were all completely furnished and fitted up with electric 

lightj one light of eight candle power being m each cell, and allowed to burn until 8*30 p.m.
All being in readiness, the Comptroller General of Prisons visited and initiated the new system 

on the 15th December (Regulation 35, clause 15) of non association of prisoners, under rather dis
advantageous circumstances, both as regards climatic conditions and the class of prisoners dealt with. 
The evil resulting from the association of prisoners in the yards has been for the first time abolished. 
Each prisoner is now fed in his own cell, where he is confined except when at labour, exercise, and 
religious instruction One hour’s walking exercise is allowed on Saturday afternoons, and one hour 
each m the forenoon and afternoon is allowed on Sundays and holidays. The exercise is earned out 
silently. _ . . ,

The Comptroller-General approved tentatively of “time tables,” routine, and disciplinary orders 
for the new system. j j • j

The drilling and the non-association of prisoners respectively have been inaugurated and carried 
into effect m their entirety without a single prisoner having been punished, or any hitch occurring m 
any of the arrangements

The Comptroller-General closely observed the working of the new system for four days, at ail 
hours, and it has worked remarkably well since its initiation

In consequence of the foregoing reforms, the discipline and conduct of the prisoners have 
improved very much, and the prisoners have now gi cater opportunities for reforming. The prisoners 
are now commencing to feel that they are being dealt with individually, instead of collectively

The staff can now be reduced by one waider without increasing the woik of the icmainder of 
the warders The waiders now enjoy seven days’ annual leaxe, and sick pay, and are allowed forty- 
five minutes clear for breakfast and dinner respectively. The conduct of the officers has been good, 
and they now take a more intelligent interest in their duty. \\ ith one or two exceptions they own 
their houses, and have their lives insured _ .

The nineteen additional cells wTeie entirely finished during the year, and they add to the 
usefulness and efficiency of the gaol. f ,

Many minor improvements and repairs were earned out by pnson labour, and mostly all oi the 
new cell furniture was made at the gaol ^

A telephone was elected, connecting the gaol with the Police and Visiting Surgeon.
The Visiting Surgeon, at request of the Comptroller-General, kindly ananged his visits to the 

gaol to suit the working of the new system . ■, r i
The*prison libiarv has been much impiovcd by the addition of a better class of literature.
The stock of clothing and bedding w'as found sufficient. The Comptroller-General granted one 

extra blanket to the prisoners for sleeping purposes.
Hammocks were substituted for bed boards and mats, which was a great improvement.
The prov isions have been good and regularly supplied.
The Regulations and several orders hai e been complied with to the best of my ability.
The Inspector visited 27th May. The Comptioller-General visited 14th June, and 15th to 18th 

December, inclusive.
Return of the Value of Prisoners’ Labour, 189/.

Dcscnption of Employment.
Daily Aveiage Number of Prisoners.

Value of
Prisoners’ Labour.

Males Females Total

Manufactures— ,
Boot repairing . ..................... •
Cabbage tree hat making .. .............
Hair picking . . .............
Tailors......................... .....................

Total...........................................

■4
•2
•3

1-7

•4
•2
•3

1-7

£ s. d.
7 17 8
0 17 6
1 17 11

10 9 4

26 2 6 j 21 2 5
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Description of Employment
Daib A\erage dumber of Prisoners

Value of
Prisoner!* Labour

Males Females Total

Buildings —Additional cells, and general repairs
and improvements—

Asphalters . 3 3 14 2 10
Blacksmiths, plumbers, &c. 3 3 76 4 6
Bricklayers 'O 0 22 11 0
Cai penters 1 4 1 4 126 4 0
Labourers and concietb layeis 3 5 5 5 155 5 o
Painters . 0 9 76 10 fa
Plasterers 8 S 7fa 7 6

Total u 7 9 7 547 5 9

Employed m ordinary prison sei vice—
Bath and baiber prisoner 1 0 1 0 27 17 4
Cooks . . 2 0 20 55 14 8
Labourers 2 0 2 5 71 7 11
Nursing and attending sick prisoners 7 7 20 18 0
Pumpjng water 2 0 20 55 14 8
Sweepers and cleaners 3 0 26 5 6 156 18 4
Wood cutters 1 9 1 9 54 1 3
Working outside 1 9 1 9 53 10 7

Total 15 0 2 6 17 6 496 2 9

Serv ices rendered to the Police Department—
Working outside for Police •3 •3 10 14 0

Total 3 3 10 14 0

Aw aitmg trial and remand . 7 7
Under punishment . •2 . , 2
Unemployed . 1 4 1 4
Sick 1 6 1 6
Others omitted from above •8 8

Total . ... 47 4 7

Grand Total .. 32 3 2 6 34 9 1,075 4 11

T G-. ADAMSON, 
Gaolei.

APPENDIX II.
Labour and Industry.

Eeport of Director of Labour
Summary (No 1) showing the value of work performed by prisoners at the different gaols in the 

Colony during the yeai 1897
Summary (No 2) showing the earnings of the \anous tradesat the established gaols, during the yeai 1897.

Extract from Director of Labour’s Keport on Gaol Industries for year 1897.
At the beginning of the year I had special instructions from the Comptroller General of Prisons to use 
all possible efforts to provide woik for the prisoners under sentence m the \anous gaols, and with that 
object m Mew to wait upon the officers m charge of departments m order to secure fiom them orders 
for as much of their supplies as could be made by prison labour

In accordance with these instructions I interviewed the Inspector General of Insane, Inspector* 
Geneial of Police, Director of Charitable Institutions, Controller of Railway Stores, Architect for 
Public Instruction Department, Officer m charge of Ordnance Stores, Officer in charge Post and 
Telegraph Stores ; and, as many of the public departments obtain their supplies through the Controller- 
General of Stores, I have been in almost constant communication with Mr Hopkins on the subject, 
explaining to him in the fiist instance the particular desire of the Comptioiler General, that all 
prisoners should have some useful employment provided for them.

Upon ascertaining the requnements of the departments mentioned, and selecting such lines as 
could be made in prison, I had samples of these articles prepared and submitted for inspection In most 
instances the officers concerned suggested some alterations These were attended to, and ultimately the 
samples were accepted, and the orders for these lines placed with us

In the past, frequent complaints were recened from the manufacturing gaols that there were no 
orders on hand upon which to employ the prisoners, and it was necessary to make up articles for stock 
in anticipation of orders being foithcoming, which frequent)}- led to large stocks of aiticles being on 
hand for a long time before they were required ; or it was necessary to take prisoners out of the work
shops and put them to some unproductnc work in order to prevent idleness I am glad to be able to 
report that this trouble has completely disappeared, and that there are orders now placed with the 
manufacturing gaols upon which all the pnsoners can be constantly employed

In addition to the articles usually made m the prisons we have received the following additional 
orders 1,200 d -b coats for Go\einment Asylums ; 1,100 tweed jumpers for Lunacy Department; 
2,000 pairs mole trousers for Lunac} and Asylums Department; 170 suits (coats and trousers) for 
aborigines (male) ; 112 costumes for aborigines (female), 112 skirts for aborigines (female), 232 shirts 
for aborigines (male), 250 pairs boots (woollen) for Lunacy and Asylums; 700 pairs leggings for Police; 
1,200 pairs bag leathei slippers foi Lunacy and Asylums; 2,500 pairs boots for State Chanties; 225 
pairs boots (water tight) for Lunac} ; 100 pairs magazine shoes for Ordnance , 200 pairs boots (con
stables) Police ; 300 pads (new pattern) foi G P O ; 140 mattresses (hair and kapok, with pillow's and 
bolsters) for Police, Hospitals, &c , 140 pans woollen and canvas slippers for Lunacy and Asylums ; 
362 fire buckets for Lunacy ; 600 boxes (o\al) for State Charities ; 1,000 demy boards for Income Tax , 
and numerous smaller lines, such as stable lanterns, cedar book-rests, pine boxes for weights and 
measures, &c

As the result of the action of the Board now dealing with the subject of Government contracts, 
upon which the Deputy Comptiollei and Inspector of Prisons represents our Department, the Public 
Works and the Mines Departments hue, during the latter half of the year, placed their orders for 
galvanized ironware and biushware with us These have also considerably increased our industries 
during the ponod mentioned The Woiks Department alone ordered 958 brooms and brushes, and 
441 huge buckets

Lhe whole of the articles named in the foiegoing list, with the exception of mole trousers, may 
be called new7 mdustnes. q;he

83—E
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The Government Pnntei has \ery kindly gnen us an old fashioned printing press We 
obtained a small supplv of punter’s requisites and commenced to print forms, general ordeis, and 
books for pnson use The Controller General of Stores has given us work m this branch also The 
introduction of bread baking is also under consideration It is thought that bread for Biloela, Parra 
matta, and Darlinghurst Gaols could be baked m Darlinghurst

Owing to the increase in our orders foi brushwaie it was found necessary to introduce brush 
making into Parramatta Gaol

The subject for providing employment for prisoners m the minor gaols, where there are no 
trades overseers, was considered, and it was decided to cut out prison clothing m the large gaols, and 
to have the garments sewn up m the small gaols , this was found to work very well, 500 pairs of 
trousers, besides other articles, being made during last season. The minor gaols aie now engaged m 
making up grey clothing for the approaching winter

During the year 30£ acres of land weie cultivated, and v egetables for prison use, weighing 
46,887 lb , were produced 111 bushels of mai7e were grown at Grafton The agricultural work has 
made satisfactory progress notwithstanding the severe drought prevailing

A separate return shows the value of prisoners’ labour in Dailmghurst Gaol for the year under 
the heading of manufactures

An additional boiler has been built m the engine house, and the brickwork of the old boiler 
repaired A new copper for dyeing yarn and bays for builders’ materials have been erected , hexagon 
blocks have been laid round the cook house, new accommodation has been provided for searching, 
clothing, and bathing prisoners upon then reception The landings of “ B 5 wing hav e been cemented 
Water has been laid on to the female division The iron ceilings have been removed from the wings 
m xhe male division , also the perforated non from the eaves, which has been replaced by galvanised 
iron network

WM URQUHART,
Director of Labour

Summaky (No 1) of the Value of Work performed by Pnsoneis at the different G-aols 
m the Colony during the year 1897 

Value of Prison

Prison
Labour employed 
in Manufactures 

for Gaols, 
Government

In Buildings
Working outside 

for Police and 
other Government 

Departments

Employment in 
the ordinary 

Prison Service
Total

Departments,

£ s d ±- s d £ s d £ s d £ s d
Dailmghurst 4,103 18 9 1,140 15 5 5,109 15 5 10,354 9 7
Parramatta 951 17 10 4,159 12 1 2,524 17 4 7,636 7 3
Bathurst 1,100 0 3 1,269 5 11 2,713 4 4 5,082 10 6
Goulburn 963 1 8 420 5 10 44 3 11 3,628 15 7 5,056 7 0
Maitland 312 2 5 1,105 9 0 85 9 8 1,748 10 1 

683 3 9
3,251 11

Beinma 116 4 1 123 10 0 942 17 10
Biloela 326 3 9 704 6 4 1,716 0 6 2,746 10 7
Albury 111 8 5 32 7 7 6 1 0 468 13 3 618 10 3
Arnndale 191 2 7 456 8 11 647 11 6
Broken Hill 31 0 3 39 17 2 37 1 9 409 16 5 517 15 7
Deniliquin 1 4 6 51 9 8 19 10 1 324 16 3 397 0 0
llubbo 74 15 3 8 15 4 697 17 3 781 7 10
Forbes 3 12 8 3 j 1 8 173 14 9 210 9 1
Grafton 26 3 6 25 0 2 15 0 4 418 17 2 485 1
Hay 72 11 11 4 16 0 24 3 9 241 13 2 345 6 10
Mudgee 
ri amworth

18 8 0 52 16 6 18 8 11 426 12 3 510 5 8
5 8 6 303 IS 9 20 1 2 587 11 10 917 0 3

AV agga Wagga 1 12 0 13 6 11 178 17 8 193 16 17
Wilcunma 6 12 0 59 10 0 18 6 2 356 18 4 441 0 0
AV ollongong 21 11 8 14 9 4 194 14 0 230 17 0
Ya«;s 12 0 0 84 10 11 96 10 11
Young 21 2 5 547 5 9 10 14 0 496 2 9 1,075 4 11
Bahanald 40 3 0 40 3 0
Bega 51 17 8 51 17 8
Bingera O 10 0 54 18 2 60 8 2
Bombala 4 17 2 4 17 2
Bourke 43 16 4 171 12 0 215 8 4
Braidwood 24 7 8 24 7 8
Burrowa 20 10 0 20 10 0
Campbell town 41 12 4 41 12 4
Casino 17 13 10 66 1 10 83 15 8
Cobar 74 16 0 74 16 0
Cooma 4 9 10 48 4 4 52 14
Coonabarabran 17 5 0 37 5 6
Coonamble 77 9 2 77 9 2
Cootamundra 1 ’1 10 10 123 16 10
Cowia SO 17 0 80 17 0
Glen Innes 17 8 4 70 o 4 93 13 8
Grenfell 15 0 8 15 0 8
Gundagai 65 16 0 65 16 0
Gunnedah 73 O 10 101 1i 4 174 16 2
Hills ton 15 7 8 35 7 8
Inverell 8 12 4 6b / 4 74 19 8
West Kempsey 29 19 6 29 19 0
Moree 17 15 8 111 14 10 129 10 6
Murruiundi 6 1 0 6 1 0
JSArrabn 106 5 0 106 5 0
Is ewcastle 1115 0 13 15 0
Orange 182 13 10 182 13 10
Port Macquane 18 19 6 18 19 6
Queanbeyan 0 11 0 13 2 2 n is 2
Singleton 1 2 0 1 2 0
Taree 30 14 2 30 14 2
Tenterfield 1 16 8 9 14 4 11 11 0
Walgett
W ellington

9 1 6 124 15 2 
76 5 4

133 16 
76 5

8
4

'1TenW orth 97 18 0 97 IS 6
Windsor 25 11 6 25 11 0

Totals 8,478 14 5 I 10,110 4 6 512 6 0 25,771 2 3 44,872 7 2

The value of prison labour is estimated at Is lOd per diem, with exception of the prison trades, 
which are fixed by Schedule rates.
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Sumhaey (No. 2) of Earnings of the various trades at the Established Gaols, 1897.*

Prison S.ervice.
Employment.

Bookbinders.........................
Bootmakers .........................
Barbers................................
Blacksmiths.........................
Carpenters .........................
Cooks....................................
Hospital attendants .........
Lunatic keepers .................
Messengers and Servants ..
Miscellaneous work .........
Needlework .......................

. Outside work .....................
Painters.............. ............... .
School and store assistants
Sweepers and cleaners .....
Tailors ...............................
Tinsmiths ...........................
Writers...............................
Washing and gardening .

Total

Prison Manufactory.

Bootmakers ................................................................
Brushmakers ............................................................
Blacksmiths................................................................
Bookbinders................................................................
Carpenters ................................................................
Hatmaking ................................................................
Knitters ....................................................................
Hatmakers ................................................................
Marbleworkers............................................................
Needleworkers ........................................................
Oakum pickers............................................................
Printers and lithographers ....................................
Shrinking cloth ........................................................
Tailors .......................................................................
Tinsmiths ...................................................................
Turners.......................................................................
Woodcutters...............................................................
Sorting gum................................................................
Painters........................................................................
Upholsterers................................................................

Total

Prison Buildings.
Asphalters ......................
Blacksmiths .......................
Bricklayers and plasterers
Carpenters..........................
Labourers...........................
Masons ...............................
Painters...............................
Plumbers ...........................
Tinsmiths ...........................

Total

£ s. d,
. 41 5 3
. 208 0 10
. 349 5 6
. 417 1 11
. 206 3 3
. 2,6G3 4 6
. 1,098 9 0
. 171 3 5
. 1,043 16 6
. 4,825 16 10
. 52 IS 7
. 805 19 7
. 48 0 4
. • 388 15 3
. 7,683 11 5
. 401 1 11
. 162 3 1
. 618 17 3
. 2,397 17 6

.£23,613 11 11

1,282 9 2
622 4 5

49 10 10
1,071 0 1

145 18 3
300 9 1

30 14 5
829 15 6
229 6 2
658 7 1

S 2 11
152 19 8

61 10 3
1,911 4 11

893 0 11
104 18 6

16 13 11
o 1 7

28 17 10
79 8 11

£8,478 14 5

loo 1 4
1,104 2 11

449 12 5
1,313 14 0
3,526 11 10
2,069 14 7
1,313 5 9

66 9 8
111 12 0

£10,110 4 6

* Exclusive of the value of work done at police gaols.

APPENDIX III.
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APPENDIX III.
Medical and Lunacy Statistics.

A. General medical statistics of prisons in New South Wales for the year ending 31 December, 1897.
B. Barticulars of prisoners released on medical grounds from the prisons of New South Wales

during the year ending 31 December, 1897.
C. Particulars of the death of each prisoner who died in the prisons of New South Wales during

the year ending 31 December, 1897.
D. Table showing the daily average prison population, with the number of deaths from natural

causes and from alcoholism during each of the past eleven years.
E. Particulars of each case of insanity occurring in the prisons of New South Wales during the

year ended 31 December, 1897.

Table A.
General Medical Statistics of Prisons in NTew South Wales for the year ended 31st

December, 1897.

Prison.

Daily 
Average 

number of 
Prisoners 

during the 
Year.

To
ta

l n
um

be
r o

f C
as

es
 of

 
sic

kn
es

s t
re

at
ed

 in
 H

os
pi

ta
l.

Darlinghurst...... 565-819 694

Parramatta......... 320-45 236

Bathurst............. 239-88 67

Berrima .............. 72-48 2

Biloela.................. 183-67 102

Goulburn ......... 251-396 101

Maitland............ 124-38 10

Trial Bay ......... 116-34 181

Albury .............. 26-9 21

Armiclale..,.......... 24-97 2

Broken Hill ...... 28-SI 6

Deniliquin .......... 17-789 1

Dubbo.................. 38-41 21

Forbes.................. 9-184

Grafton ............. 22-96 ...

Hay...................... 14-07 5

Mudgee ............. 20-00 16

Tamworth ...... . 35-65 38

Wagga W7agga ... 14-493

Wilcannia .......... 18-101

Wollongong ...... 12-376 5

Yass .................. 4-259 3

Young ................. 34-93 12

Balranald .......... 2-4 5

Bega.................... 1-96

Bingera ............. 3-723 S

2-08 1

11-83 4

Braidwood......... 1-34

Burrowa ............ 1-04 3

Campbelltown ... 1-408

Casino.................. 5-6 22

Cobar .................. 4-72 12
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Deaths from—

Daily 
Average 

number of 
Prisoners 

during the 
Year.

Prison.

Cooma.

Coonabarabran ...

Coonamble

Cootamundra.

Cowra

Glen Innes

Grenfell

Gundagai

Gunnedah

Hillston 1*838

Inverell

West Kempsey... 

Moree..................

Murrurundi

Narrabri

Newcastle

Orange ..............

Port Macquarie ..

Queanbeyan ......

Singleton ..........

Taree ..................

Tenterfield

Walgett.... 

Wellington 

Wentworth

Windsor.

Males ... 
Females 
Totals...

Grand
Totals 230*743

Table B.

Pakticulabs of Prisoners Released on Medical Grounds from the Prisons of New South 
_______________ Wales during the year ended 31st December, 1897.

Whether

Name of 
Prison.

Register No. 
and

Name of Prisoner.
Date of 

Reception. Sentence.
Date of 
Convic

tion.
Date of 
Release.

Disease on 
account of 

which released

disease 
originated 
before or 

after
Medical Officer). reception

into
m Prison.

Darlinghurst M. 609/96, P.MoD. 31/1/96 2 years’H. L. ... 17/2/96 29/7/97 Impaired Before.
Bathurst ... M. 351/95, E.H. ... 9/10/95 8 years’ P.S.... 15/10/91 17/2/97

eyesight.
Pulmonary Before.

Biloela ...... M. 20/97, J.C. .. 6/1/97 6 months’ H.L. 6/1/97 26/5/97
consumption 
Cancer of Before.

Trial Bay ... M. 68/96, H.T. ... 17/6/96 10 years’ P.S.... 9/10/90 7/7/97
tongue.

Typhoid
fever.

Insanity ...

After.
Broken Hill.. M. 84/97, T.B. ... 5/3/97 2 months’ H.L. 5/3/97 30/4/97 Before.
Young.......... M. 21(97; T.V. ... 513/97 6 months’ H.L. 5/3/97 26/6/97 Disease of Before.

lungs.
Notf,.—At. the remaining fifty-three gaols there were no prisoners released on medical grounds during the year
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Table C.

Paetictteaes of the Death of each Prisoner who died in the Prisons of New South Wales during the Tear ended
31st December, 1897.

Name of Pnson Sex,
Register 

Number and 
Name of 
Prisoner.

A
ge

 at
 D

ea
th

.

D
at

e o
f R

ec
ep

tio
n

in
to

 P
ris

on
.

Sentence
Date of 

Con- 
Mction.

Date of 
Death

Cause of Death 
(as returned by 

Visiting Surgeon)

Whether 
Disease 

originated 
before or 

after
Reception

into
Pnson

General Health 
on

Reception
into

Prison.

Number
of

former
Con

victions

Previous
Occupation.

Darlinghurst -. Male .. 3729/96 J.M 45 25/5/96 3 years’ hard labour 24/6/96 3/4/97 Heart disease Before Good 1 Labourer.
” • 1236/95

S ARP
58 11/12/94 5 years’ penal servit’de 24/1/95 7/r/97 ” » ,> • 14 Basket-

maker.
” * 2214/97 F.B 36 27/4/97 Death............... 16 6/97 16,7/97 Executed—dislo

cation of neck ............... 1 Seaman.
Parramatta .. ” • 844/96 S T 28 15/12/96 2 months’ hard labour 14/12/96 7/2/97 Nei\ous exhaus 

tion
Before Bad Lnknown Sawyer.

402/95 A.H. 
378 95 G 
(Aboriginal)

60
17

28/5/95 
14'5/95

15 years’ penal sevit’de 
ISjears’ ,,

15/10/82 
13 4/9o

13/7/97
30/8/97

Paralysis
Phthisis

Aftei Fair . ” Labourer.

Bathurst
,, . 172/97 T A Y 28 18/2/97 12 months’hard labour 4 2/97 26/9/97

Capillary bronchi 
tis and asthma 

Cerebral hemorr 
hage

Before Bad . Carpenter

» -

257/97 G B
324/97 J H

70
43

7/8/97
15/10/97

1 month, cells
Remanded . ...

7/8'97 10/8/97
15/10/97

Old and feeble
Dying

Nil
Nil

Labourer.
Gardener

,, 415/97 W C 64 6/12/97 21 days, cells . G 12/97 20/12/97 Heat apoplex\ After Old and feeble Nil Labourer
Berrima „ • 69/97 W.C L Go 14/8/97 2 months’ hard labom 13/8/97 21/3/97 Phlegmonous in

flammation of leg
Before Sick . Lnknown Herbalist.

Goulburn 433/96 J H 35 19/12/96 6 months’ ,, . 25/11/96 22/4/97 Phthisis .
After

Feeble 1 Labourer,, 88/97 J A 24 H/3'97 5 years’ penal servit’de 23'2 97 16'6'97 Haimoptisis Fair Nil Butcher.
Maitland » 1008/96 C H . 52 8/12/96 Death . 31/3'97 21/5/97 Executed—dislo

cation of neck
Good . Nil Farmer

Albury .. >> • 121/97 J P 68 18/7/97 Remanded 26/7/97 Disease of heart ?>cfoic Bad . . . Nil Labourer
„ - 153/97 C H 77 24/9/97 3 months’ hard laboui 22 9 97 21/10/97 Diarrhoea and old » .. • • Nil Woolclasser

Arnndale . . „ . 168/96 C S 48 23/10 96 6 months’ ,, 5/10/96 9/2/97 Bright’s disease 
and asthma ” - ........... 6 Tailor

Bioken Hill ” 207/97 JC . 26 7/6/97 3 da\ s, cells 7/0/97 S'6 97 Epilepsy caused 
by alcoholism ” ■. 2 Miner

Deniliquin . ” 70/97 W H P 57 27/4/97 Remanded .... 7/5 97 Premature dccaa 
of natuie ” Djmg .. Unknown Cab-driver.

Dubbo . . ” • 90/97 T M. 65 30/3/97 Death . . . 9/4/07 24/G/97 Executed—dislo 
cation of neck

Good . Nil _ Labourer
Mudgee .. »» • 102/97 M W.. 47 20/9/97 Remanded 1/10/97 Epilepsy, acute 

mama, and ex
haustion

Before Feeble Nil ”

Cobar . 978/97 M D 40 27/11/97 48 hours, cells 27/11/07 2711/97 Heart disease Fair . . Nil Miner.Narrabri Female 20/97 I B 38 19/2/97 Remanded . 22/2/97 Chronic minmyths Djingr Nil Mai ned
Orange .. Male 230/97 P.McD 63 31/12/96 ” 5/1/97 Fatty degenera

tion of heart.
Bad . . Nil Labourer.

Wellington ” • 54/97 J M. 36 18/9/97 ................... 19/9/97 Suicide . ... Good 2

Note —No prisoners died in the remaining fort>-three gaols during the year.

Table D.

Table showing the Daily Average Prison Population, with the number of Deaths from Natural Causes and
from Alcoholism, during

In Prison

Year. Daily Average Number 
of Prisoners of both

Sexes
Number of Deaths from Natural

Causes and from Alcoholism
Number of Deaths from 

Natural Causes and 
from Alcoholism, per 

1,000 per annum

Year ending 31st December—
1887 ......................................................................... 2,374-56 34* 14-31

1888 ....................................................................... 2,299-83
4 executions, 1 suicide.

29 12 6

1889......................................................................... 2,227-77
2 executions, 2 suicides.

33s 14 81

1890 ...................................................................... 2,261-18
3 executions.

28* 12 38

1891....................................................................... 2,458-74
1 execution.

37* 15 04

1892 ....................................................................... 2,550 69
3 executions.

39* 15 28

1893....................................................................... 2,540-47
1 execution.

30* 11-8

1894 ......................................................................... 2,443-8
5 executions. 1 suicide.

21* 8 59

1895 ....................................................................... 2,492-3
5 executions.

22* 8-82

1896 ......................................................................... 2,442-8
1 execution.

29 ^ 11-86

1897 ........................................................................ 2,324-91
1 execution, 1 suicide.

21" 9-03
3 executions, 1 suicide day after 

entering gaol.

* Exclusive of executions and suicides.



Table E.
%

Particulars of each case of Insanity occurring in the Prisons of New South Wales during the year ended 31st December, 1897.

Name of 
Pnson Sex

£>C
5
Xl-t<v
U
« A

ge
 o

n R
ec

ep
tio

n

D
eg

re
e o

f E
du

ca
tio

n

Occupation 
pi 101 to 

Reception
Offence or Charge

D
at

e o
f C

on
vi

ct
io

n
(if

 co
nu

ct
ed

)

Sentence 
(if convicted)

D
at

e o
f R

ec
ep

tio
n

in
to

 P
ris

on

Darlinghmst Male 56 31 Read and Labourei Indecent assault 2,2/97 3} eai s’ penal sei v itude 4/1/97v nte
,, 6j0?7 16 ,, ,, Forgeiy 6/11/96 6 months’ haid labour 011/96j, 150 3~i ,, Clerk False pietences 9/2 97 5 } ears pen il sei v itude 11/1 97Female 100 28 ,, Married Vigianc^ 12/1 97 3 months haid labour 12/1/97Male 182 oJ ,, Labom ei Assault 4/12 96 21da>s confinement 11 1/97,, no 41 ,, ,, Vagi ancj 17/11 96 3 months haid labour 20/1/97
** 3bG 20 ” »* Assault 14/10 96 0 „ „ 22/1/97
>} 442 66 Bakei Vagranej Remanded 20/1/97,, 552 26 ,, IBai nster Stealim, 4/2/97 2 months’ haid labour 1/2/97
» 594 37 »» Laboui ei Maliciously bieakirg 8/6/96 2 years’ ,, 2/2 97

Female CGI 25 Sei \ ant Attem])ted suicide Re nanded 6/2 97Male 819 20 Read Sailoi Refusingdut} onboard ,, 17/2/97
ship

830 30 Read and Laboui ei Vagiancj 17/2/97 3 months’ hard laboui 17/2/97w nte
,, 862 54 ,, Assault 12/2/Q7 5 months’ confinement 19 2 97,, 931 72 Mmei Stealing 12/2/97 3 ,, ,, 24/2/97,, 959 36 Labouicr Vagrancy Rema ided 26/2/97Female on 18 Servant Attempted suicide 26/2/97Male 971 17 Laboui ei Stealing 3/3 97

1,099 37 Vagrancy 28/1/97 3 months’ confinen ent 5 3/97,, 1,120 37 ,, ,, B. caking and enteiing 26 2/97 9 months’ hard labour 6 3/) 7Female 1,230 30 Sen ant A agianc} 13 11/96 6 ,, ,, 11/3/97Male 1,224 50 !) Ta iner Stealing 12/3/97 21 d u s’ confinement 12'/} 971,251 36 >) Labom ei Refusing to paj faie Remanded 13 3/97
,, 1,260 31

Sailor
Vagi ancj 15 3/97,, 6,910 23 ,, Stealing and bieakmg 1/2/97 2 } eaio’ hard labour 24/12 96

and enter ng,, 1,484 50 ,, Painter Attempted suicide Remanded 23/3,97,, 1,703 41 Bricklaj cr Stealing 3/4/97,, 1,727 21 >> Laboui ei Vagranej
Syears penal servitude

5/4/97,, 1,820 33 ,, Hoise stealing 17/2/97 8/4 97
,, 1,944 23 ,, ,, Found in a building 5/2/97 1 yeai s haid labour 14,4/97inth intent to com

mit a felony
,, 1,962 63 Read and „ (1) Bi caking and enter 27/7/96 (1) 5 } ears’ labour, (2) 14 4/97w i ite (F) irg and stealing, (2) 7/10/96 1 jeai’s laboui (ac

maliciously w ound cumulative)
,, 1,975 39 Read and Cleik Stealing 15/4/97 2 months’ hard labour 15/4/97\uitc
„ 2,161 29 ,, ,, Laiceny Remanded 24 4/97Female 2 297 32 ,, Diessmakei Assault 3/5/97Male 2,399 31 „ Barman Indecent exposme (tw o 10/11/96 (1) 6 months’ labour, 8 ci/97charges) 13/11/96 (2) 6 months’ labour

(accumulatu e)2,470 29 » Labourer Attempted suicide 5/5/97 6 weeks’ confinement 13/5/97
,, 2,522 31 C ibdnvei

Obscene language
15/5/97 1 month’s confinement 15/5/97,, 2,521 43 ,, Bnckmaker 15/5/97 14 da} s’ confinement 15/5 972,673 40 ” Painter Maliciously wounding 5 4/97 7} ears’penalservitude 18'5/87

,, 2,696 34 n Clerk Damaging propei tv 26/5/97 2 months’ confinement 26/5/97
”

2,717 65 Fruitgiovier Shooting with intent 17/5/97 Governor’s pleasure 27/5 97

Mental 
Condition on 

Reception into 
Prison
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er
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r O
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n

Appaicntly sane No
Malingenng
Melancholy
Demented
1 fleets of dn ik
Demented
Epileptic »
Effects of drink Yes
Apparent!} sane

No

Effects of dunk Yes
Apparently

insane
Effects of dunk No

Demented ”
Effects of dunk \es
McTanchol}
Appaientl}

insane
” No

Effects of dunk »
Melancholy Yes
Effects of dunk
Sane No
Effects of dunk Yes
Idiotic
Epileptic No
Appaientl} sane ”

Sane—suicidal ff

Apparently
insane

Effects of drink Yes
Apparently No

insane.
Insane >1
Effects of dunk >*
Apparently

insane.
Insane ”

Whether 
known to 
have been 
previously 

Insane

Length of 
Imprison

ment m the 
Prison pre- 

v ions to first 
S}mptomsof 

Insanity 
(in cases 
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Supposed 
Cause of 
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Not known On reception Supposed sane 3/2/97
2 months Mahngeung 11/7/97,, On leeeption Suicidal mama Not known

Yes 2 da}
Dementia

Alcohol
No

,, Alcoholism 30/1/97 Sentence expired, 30 1/97Not known On reception Dementia Not known No Sentence expned, 16 2/97.
>> ,, Epilepsy Epilepsy ,, 5/3/97 1 |

16/3/37,, ,, Alcoholism Alcohol No 3/2/97 1
,, >> •

Supposed sane
,, 3/4/97 Sentence expired, 3/4/97

>> • ” Not know n 2/6/97
• Alcoholism Alcohol No 8 2/97

” » Supposed sane Not known 19/2/97 19/2/97
.» » Alcoholism Alcohol 23/2/97
,, n

Dementia Not know n
7/4/97,, ,, 16 3/97

,, ,, Alcoholism Alcohol 5/3/97 5/3/97,, ,, Suicidal mama Not known 5/3/97 5/3/97Yes » Supposed sane » 12/3/97 12/3/97
Not known .. » 27 4/97 Sen ience exj •ned, 27/4/97

}}
Alcoholism ARohol

22/3/97,, ,, 15/3,97
» Del melancholia Not known No 22/3/97

3 months
Alcoholism Alcohol 20/3/97 20/3/97

„ • Supposed sane Not known 29/3/97
On reception Alcoholism Alcohol 30/3/97 30/3 97

,, ' »» Idiocy Hereditary
9/4/97 9/4/97,, ,, No 9/4/97,, „ Epilepsv Epilepsy 21/6/97

” ” Supposed sane Not known 4/10/97

•> Suicidal •mama - ' Yes

,, Supposed sane 17/4/97
Alcoholism Alcohol 28/4/97

,, ,,
Acute mania Not known

7/5/97 7/5,97,, No 2 6 97
9/6/97

Del insamt} No 11/6/97
15/6/97,, Alcoholism Alcohol 4/C/97>1 ,,

Delusional Not known
28/5/97 Sentence expired, 28/5'97

» • Yes
Supposed sane 10/6/97

,, ,, Del insanity No 14/7/97
31/7/97

05so
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Male 2,860 67 Read and Cook fU Obscene lamruare 29/12/96 6 months hard labour 4/6/97 Insane No Not known On reception Del niaamtj Not known No 11/6/97
w ite (2) destroy mg pro 20/6/97

2,101 47 Seaman . Manslaughter . . 1/6 97 »> » 20 4 97 Sane 1 month and Acute mclancho 14/7/97
17 daj s ha 28/7/97

2 501 52 Cook Stealing 20 5/97
Remanded

14/5/97
Effects of dunk Ves

25 dajs Supposed sane
Alcohol

21/6/97
3,003 Butcher \ agrancy 10/6/97 On reception Alcoholism 17/6/97 17/6/97

’ 3,080 60 Labourer , • 15 6 97 ,, u ,, ,, 18/6/97 18/6/97
3,347 36 5 yeais’penal servitude

29 6/97
Apparently IsO

,,
Supposed sane

,, 1/7/97
3,345 24 Blacksmith Robbery m companj 8 4/97 29/6 97 >> ,, Not know n 28/9 97

insane
3 324 5) Butchei Threatening language 28/6/97 1 month’s confinement 28/6/97 ,, u >> ,, ,, ,, 16/7/97
2,733 27 Tailor Vagrancy 28/5/97 3 months’ haid labom 28 5 97 Sane ,, 1 month and , ,, 27/8/97 Sentence expired, 27/8/97

9 daj s
3,469 29 Labourer Wounding with intent 5/10/95 Goi cinoi s pleasure 7/7/97 Apparentlj ,, On reception ,, ,, 14,7/07

insane
>) 3 463 50 ,, Shoemaker Uttenng counterfeit 7/7/97 7 j eai s’ penal sei vitude 7/7 97 » <* >» » >* 2/9 97

Female 3,067 27 Seivant Indecent language 17/6/97 3 months’confinement 16/7/97
8 daj s

16 9 97 Sen ;ence e\]>ired, 16/ 9 97
Male 3,554 22 Labourer Ha\ing house breaking 3/8 97 18 months hard labour 12/7/97 Sane jj ,, ,, 2o/8 97

implements m his
possession

3 642 23 Bootmaker Stealing 14/7/97 6 „ „ 14/7/97 ,, 7 dajs ,
Alcohol

28/9/97
3,888 30 Labouiu Vagranej 27/7 97 3 ,, „ 27/7/97 Effects of drink u On leeeption Alcoholism 30/7/97
3,903 48 ,, » Arson 21/7/97 18 t, „ 28 7/97 Insane >> » Del insanity Not know n No 18/8 97

3,930 28 Blacksmith ('ll Damage monerti. 29/7/97 (l) 21 dajs’ confine 29/7/97 Appaiently Supposed sane 9/8/97
(2) assault 5/8,97 ment, (2) 3 months insane

hard labour
3,954 29 Labourei Assaulting police Remanded 31/7/97 Epileptic Yes ,, Lpilepsj Epilepsy No 17,8/07
2, J87 37 >> • Assault and lobbery 5/8/97 3 jeais hard laboui 9/6 97 Sane No Yes 2 months and Supposed sane Not know n 1/12 97

2 dajs
880 18 Breaking and enteiing 9/3/97 12 months’ hard laboui 22/2 97 Not known 5 months and Mastuibator Masturba 7/9/97

16 dajs tion
2,011 50 j > Dealer Conspiracy 4/9/96 5 j eai s’ hard labour 17/4 97 4 months and Supposed sane Not known 30 9/97

4,299 46 Labourer Laiceny . 6/8/97 6 weeks’ confinement 20/8/97 General paialj On reception Geneial paialjsis No 18'8/97
sis of insanity of insanity 8/9/97

4,484 29 ,, Engineer Receiving 7/10/96 3 jeais’haid libour 31/8 97 Appaiently u ,, „ Supposed sane ,, 13,9/97
insane

4,243 40 Travellei Drunk and obscene 17/8 97 1 month s confinement 17/8/97 Apparently No Not known On reception Mania Not known No 18 S 97
language insane 8/9/97

Female 4,548 40 Servant Vagiancy Remanded 0 9 97 Insane Yes ,,
5 daj s

Del insamt > ,, 3/9/97 13 9 97
Male 4,559 28 Sail maker Assault 6 9 97 21 daj s’ confinement 6 9 97 Sane No ,, Supposed sane

Alcohol
1 10/97 Sentence expned, 1/10 97

4,787 36 Cleik Indecent language Remanded 20/9/97 Effects of dunk Yes On reception Alcoholism 24/9/97 24/9 97
4 82o 32 Labourer Stealing Awaiting tnd 20 9/97

Imbecile
No „

Hercditai \
28/9 97

4,104 50 „ Indecent assault 17/9/97 3jeais penal sei vitude 10/8/97 1 mo ith and Imbecilitj 6/10/97
12 daj s

4,891 36 ,, Vagrancy Remanded 24/9/97 Effects of drink Yes On icccption Alcoholism Alcohol 1/10/97 1/10 97
4,844 38 Sen ant Riotous beha\ lour 21/9/97 Insane

No
,, ,, Del nsamtj Not known No 27 9/97ty 4,927 40 ,, Labourer Foigeij and uttering 27/8 92 8 j ears penal sex \ itude 27/9 97 Appaiently ,, ,, Supposed sane „ 13 10 97

insane
5 145 37 Machinist Assault 4/10/97 1 month’s confinement 5/10 97 Effects of drink

Yes
Alcoholism Alcohol 11/10 97

5,174 34 Baker Vagrancy Remanded 8/10/97
Appaiently in

,, ,,
Supposed sane

, 18/10 97 18/10/97
5,191 24 Clerk Indecent assault » 9/10/97 >» Not known 12/10/97 12/10/97

3,637 33 Steward Stealing fiomadwelhng 4/8/97 4 j cars’ penal sei \ itude 16/7/97 Sane No Ves 2 months) and Mastuibator Masturba 23/11,97
24 daj s tion

5,202 52 Read Seaman Vagranej .. 11/10/97 3 months’ hard labom 11/10 97 Demented Not known On reception Dementia Not known Yes}) 5,215 53 Read and Labourer Remanded 11/10 97 Yes ,, ,, ,, No 25/10/97
write

5,191 24 Clerk Indecent assault 12/10/97 6 months’ hard labour 9/10 97 Sane No Yes
2 months 17

Supposed sane n 15 10/97
» 3,887 22 » Stonemason Bieakingand entering 28/9/97 7 j ears penal servitude 27/7/97 » Not known » ! ) 19/10 97

4,137 19 Bootmaker Maliciously wounding 11/8/97 9 months’ haid labour 11'8 97 J( 2 months and 19/10/97
2 dajs
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Dailinghmst Male 3,882 28 Read am Cook ........ Breaking, enteiing, 28/9/97 10 years’ penal servi 27/7/97 No Not known 2 mouths 1 
days.

3 months 2
r .Supposed sane . Not known 8/1J/97\vi ite.

Fcmal i 3,134 38 » • Sen ant Stealing .... 9/8/97 4} ears’penal sei vitud< 18/6 97 Apparently ,, . ,, 27/10/97
No ...j» • 5,270 32 . Threatening ... . Remanded . .. 14/10/97

insane.
Yes

days.
On receptior Mania........... 20/10/97M • tt

Male 4,974 62 M Traveller ... Indecent assault . . 4/11/97 12 months’ hard labom 28,9/97 General paraly No 21/10 97
Yes.
Yes.

5,599 32 „ • Bookbinder .. False pretences, for
geiy, and uttering.

24'2/96 8 j cars’ hard labour 1/11/97
sis of insanity 

Appaiently >» ■ >> .
of insanity'. 

Supposed sane .. a •
” • 5,076 30 Labourer Burglary . ... 4/3/95 5 years’ penal serv itude 3/11/97 Insane . „ H tt • Insanity __ >» • No . 30/11/97

Female 5,644
5,699

32
37 '* Servant . Vagrancy . ...

Obscene language . 6/11,97
Remanded...........
14 dajs* confinement..

2/11/97
5/11,97

Effects of dunk 
Melancholy .

Yes
No .

Alcoholism .
Melancholia ....

Alcohol
Not known

9/11/97
No . ..

9/12 97
17/11/07

9/11,97
Male .. 5,930 34 Nil ; deaf, dumb 

and blind.
Indecent assault . . Remanded .. . . 17/11/97 Apparently

insane.
Yes ,, . >» • Supposed sane .. ,, 25/11/97

18 11/97
25 11'97

» • 5,776 29 Read and 
write.

Labourer. . Damage property .... 9/11/97 4 months’ confinement 9/11/97 No n • M • Dementia ... . it • Yes.

■> _
5,456
6,212
5,675

17
67
32 ;• • Chemist . ..

Stealing...............
Attempted suicide . 
Conspnacy . ..

26,10/97
9/8/95

3 months’ haid labour 
Remanded . . .
7 } ears’ penal set v itude

23/10/97
4/12/97
3/11/97

Sane
Effects of dunk 
Sane

YeS ;> ■
29 days
On leeeption 
1 month 14

Malingenng 
Alcoholism ... 
Suicidal mama

Alcohol
Not known

10/12 97 10/12/97
Yes.
Yes.

6,303
6,377

••6
33 ”___ Tiavcllcr

Miner
Attempted suicide__

15/12/97
Remanded
1 month’s confinement

11/12/97 
15/12 97

Effects of diink Yes Yes .
Not known

days.
On reception Alcoholism . Alcohol 17/12 97 17/12 97

Female
3.0J4
6,513

47
45 Read

Bi udimaKer 
Seaman

\ agrancy
Attempted suicide

13/7/97 6 months’ haul labour 13,7/97
22/12/97
22/12/97

Sane
Yes 5m’tbs6days 

On reception
Del. insanity' . 
Alcoholism ... 
Melancholia .

Not known 
Alcohol
Not known

‘>4/12/97 
29/12 97

24'12 97 
29/12 97

Yes.
Yes.

6,501 35 Read and 
w ute.

Housemaid .. Vagiancy . Melancholy ”,
Male 6,595 60 ,, . Gioom . .

Default of sureties
27/12/97 14 days’ hard labour.. 27/12/97 Insane Del. insanity' . 

Supposed sane Yes.
Yes.*’ ' 6,618 47 „ - Basketmaker . Remanded .. 29/12/97 Apparently m Yes ,, ;; .

Parramatta. ” • 484 21 . „ . Labourer ... Suspected person.. . 8/12/96 3 months’ haid labour 11'12/96 Sane....... No ,, . 42 day s Del. melancholia Masturba- 6/3/J7
.. 485 33 „ .. •> • Obscene language . 10/11/96 6 „ „ 9/2/97 Melancholy ... ,, >> • On reception

tion
Not kdovvn 8,2/97,

M •

489
492
496
499
500

20
45
19
40
30

Nil.”. . 
Read and 

write.

Blacksmith . 
Jockey .... 
Gardener .. .. 
Bookbinder . .

Stealing . .
Vagiancy .
Assault ... ..
Stealing.. . ....
Unlawfully in posses

sion of housebreak-

16/12/96
15/3/97
23/3/97
11/1/97
4/10,95

6 „ „
14 days’ confinement..
3 months’ haid laboui
4 „ „
3 years’ penal sei \ itude

22/12/96
15/3/97
23/3/97
20/2/97
5/11/95

Sane..........
Doubtful .. .

Epilepsy . ...

>>
Yes
Not known

Yes . .

9 days
On reception 
2 days
40 day s
1 yeai, 4

Malingerer.......
Sane

Epileptic Mama.. Epilepsy .

H'4/97 
27 3/97 
21,6 97 
10/5/97 
14/4/97

22/2/07

503 40 ji • Cattle dealer ing implements. 
Vagrancy, ... . 23/4/97 7 daj's’ confinement . 23/4/97 Suffering fiom Yes Not known

12 day s.
On leeeption Del. melancholia Alcohol . 29/4 97

” * 505
506
507

31
40
46 ”

Labourer__
Plasterer 
Labourer. .

Assault........ ..
Stealing . .
Vagrancy .. .

29 4/97 
8/5 97

Trial .. . .
1 month’s haid labour 
1 „ „

9/3 97 
29/4 97
8'5,97

Sane . ..
Doubtful .

No
■

52 day s .. 
On reception

Suicidal mama 
Sane ... .

Not known 27/7/97 
28 5'97 
7/6 97 

31/7/97 
19,5/97■> '

509
510

31
46

Survey hand 
Labouier . ..

Stealing . .
False pietences . 
Breaking, entering, 

and stealing.

19/2/97
3/5/97
5 3/97

6 months’ ,,
18 „ ,,
6 „ „

20/2/97
23/4/97
4/5/97

Sane . ...
Doubtful........

No
•• ••

SO day s .... 
20 days ..
10 days ..

Epileptic mama
Sane................
Sub. ac. mama

Epilepsy
Not known

17/8/97
»» 511 48 • Miner ........ Obscene language ... 25/5 97 7 days’ imprisonment 25/5/97 Suffering from 

diink. >» • On reception Alcoholism........ Alcohol . 31/5,97
M • 514 30 ,, . Labourer .. Housebreaking . . 4,11/96 2 years’ hard labour 3,2/97 125 day's . Ac. mania . Masturba- Yes.
5 J ■ 515 23 Music teacher Indecent assault .... 8/4/97 5 years’ penal servi- 23/4/97 49 days . Malingerer........

tion.
Not knowm 9/8/27

516 31 Gasfitter . ..M • ,, . Vagrancy...................... 10/6/97
11/4/94

15/6/97
24/5/94

Melancholy:...
Sa c .........

^ 1 Melancholia .... », . .
„ , . 517 29 Nil......... Labourer .......... Murder .......................... 3 years 24

tion.
6/8 97

....
it • it • •

,, 518 53
super. . 
iead and

Miner ........... I faliciously avounding.. 
Forgery and uttering 4/4/97

24/2,96
31/8/97

3 years’ penal serv itude
8 „ „
3 months’ hard labour

31/4/97
25/8'97

days.
Delusions .......
Malingerer..........
Delusions ..........

” 627
529

32 1 
35 | Bookbinder. . 

Labouier.. . Doubtful....... n
i>0 duyS ...
On reception 31/8 97 Yes.

532 49
write.

7/9/97
>> .... t> M ** 0/11/97 ....

7/9 97 1 month’s hard labour Sub. ac. mania .
—

n •• » • 4/10/97,
5/10/97.

.... .... .... | ....

4^
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Parramatta Male 534 19 Read and Striker Stealing m a dwelling 30 3,97 12 months’haid labour 4,5/97 Epilepsy No Not known 140 days Epileptic mania Epilepsy 4/10/97

535 17 Bootmaker Housebreaking and 13/11/96 2 years’ haid laboui 11/2 97 Sane ,, >} 232 daj s Malingerer Isot known 12 10/97
5/10/97537 27 Shearer Breaking and stealing SOl/QB 4 3 ears penal servitude 13 9/97 »> - 17 dajs Melancholia Masturba

540 27 Labourei Breaking, entering, 5 8 96 4 » n 12/5 97 ,, 146 daj s Mama with delu Not known Yes
and stealing sions

512 34 Baker Vagrancy, and break 22/10/97 1 month s labour and 22/10 97 Doubtful „ ,, On reception Dementia ,, ,,
mg, entering, and 
stealing

Stealing

trial

,, 547 35 ,, Mechanic 28/11/97 1 month s hard labour 28/11/97 Suffenng from 
drink

Insane
,, Yes 2 dajs Suicidal mania Alcohol 17/12/97 •

„ 550 58 „ Labourei Vagiancj 31/&/97 1 „ „ 23/9/97 .. Not known On reception Melancholia Not known 4/9,97,
24/9/97

551 45 Indecent language 24/12/97 i .. 24/12 97 Melancbolj Yes
General paraljsis 
. of insamtj 
Religious mania

Yes
552 58 ,, » Vagranc) 29/12/97 3 months’ ,, 29/12 97 Demented No Yes ” *» »

Bathurst „ 11 45 ,, Fai mer No lawful means of Remanded 11/1/97 Religious mama Yes No » 18/1/97 ••

28 42 Nil Labouier Vagrancy 27/1/97 2 months’ confinement 28/1/97 Weak minded No
Yes

1 day V eak minded Alcol ol 19/2/97
24/2/9754 33 Boilermaker Remanded 16 2/97 ,, Yes On leeeption ,, Piobable

* congenital
Female 55 26 „ Servant Attempted suicide 21/1/97 3 months’ confinement 18 2 97 Melancholia No No » Me’ancholia Alcohol and 

opium 
Not known

20/4 97

„ 41 32 Read and 
write

Mamed Vagran C) 4/2/97 2 months „ 4/2/97 Sane •> ” 5 weeks Mama 22 3/97, 
31/3 97

Male 401 51 Cook Lai oeny 10/8 96 9 „ „ 8/10/96 ,, ,, 5 months and Melancholia Mental re 6 4 97
15 days

General paialj sis
pression

31/12,97Biloela 2,307 34 Whcelw light (1) Stealing, (2) In pos 17/12/97 21 days’ confine ■) 17/12/97 Suffering from jj ,, On leeeption Not known
session of supposed ment § delusions of insane
stolen property 1 month labour ) O Delusional No 27/1/97Goulburn „ 18 46 ,, Inspector of Laiceny Remanded 20/1/97 Restless Yes Not known -

Maitland .. 260 30 >. Labouier Expose pei son 25/3/D7 1 month s haid labour 26/3/97 Moiose No Yes ” Melancholia Mastuiba
tion ■■ Escaped from Gladesville and 

xeturned there 3 4/97
Female 615 40 Read Serv ant "V agrancy 4/9/97 3 months’ ,, 4/9/97 Weak .. No 23 davs Mama Not known ” 11/10/97,

23/10/97 1 •
Male 845 34 Read and 

w rite
Butchei ■> 15/12 97 3 M „ 15/12/97 1 mlent ” - On leeeption ” Dunk

Alcohol
”

14,12 97
22/12/97 •

Biokcn Hill 439 35 Labom er Laicenj as a bailee Remanded 29/11/97 Insane Yes
Not know n 40 daj s Delusiv e No 2.3/11/97,

2/12,97Foibcs >• 131 45 ■ .. Vagrancy 13/10/97 3 months hard laboui 13/10/97 Weak No Exposure

Grafton ,, 4,605 50 Nil >» 31/8/97 1 months ,, 31/8 97 Melancholy » >. On reception >• Not known ” 5/9/97,
22/9/97

Hiy 7 71 Read and Cook Remanded 5 2/97 Otherwise Yes No Nervousness Alcoholism Yes 15 2,97
w rite health) *

28/8 97„ 59 34 ,, M ,» • 21/8,97 »> Not known >> ** ” ”
Wollongong ,, 109 18 „ Labourei Attempted suicide 21/8/97 7 daj s’ imprisonment 27/8/97 Penitent of his No No » Self destruction Not known »»

125 47 \ agiancy Remanded 29 9 97 Supposed of Yes »> ,, „ No 11/10/97
Divine power

25/8/97Burrowa 10 62 BI icksmith Threatening language ,, 11/8/97 Suffenng fiom Yes ,, Delusional ,, 2o 8/97
drink

c07 28 Labouier Attempted suicide 28 4/97 14 dajs impnsonment 28,4/97 Effects of drink No Not known ,, Sane
Hereditaiy

Sentence ex pued H/o/97
Inverell 4 40 Remanded 30/1/97 Melancholj Yes No ,, Melancholia 13/2/97,

and method 
of life

24/2/97

Change 182 34 Obscene language (2 10/11 96 6 months’ impnson 10/11/96 Fanlv good No Not known 15 vv ceks Believed he was Not known 9/297, ....
charges) ment some other 

peison
9/2/97

Total, 156 Of this number, 110 showed sjmptoms of insanity on reception, and 15 within one month afcer admission
Exclusive of this number, 365 persons were remanded into the vanous gaols, charged with being of unsound mind or for protection, and 44 others were received suffenng from the effects of drink. 
Theie weie no cases of insamt) m the lemaming 44 gaols during the j ear

I V ^

4^



443

43

APPENDIX IY.

PART A.
Eeturns Concerning Prisoners.

1. Return of prisoners received into the Prisons of New South Wales, and of those disposed of, during
the year ended 31st December, 1897.

2. Return of the daily average, the greatest and the least number of prisoners in custody in each of
the Prisons of New South Wales, during the year ended 31st December, 1897.

3. Return showing the number and sentences of prisoners under each period of sentence of penal
servitude, hard labour, or imprisonment, in all Prisons, on the 31st December, 1897.

4. Return showing the population of New South Wales, with the number of prisoners sentenced to
death, to penal servitude for life, to penal servitude or hard labour for a term of years, to imprison
ment on indictment, and on summary conviction or want of sureties, in each year from 1890.

4a. Return showing the number of pnsoners sentenced to penal serv itude, or to hard labour, within 
each of the following period of sentences, during the year 1897.'

5. Number of prisoners convicted at Gaol Deliveries and Courts of Quarter Sessions during the year
ended 31st December, 1897, and the number of previous conv ictions recorded against such prisoners ; 
also the number of such prisoners who had not been previously convicted.

6. Statement of the restraints, punishments, and offences during the year ended 31st December, 1897,
in each of the Prisons of New South Wales.

7. Statement of accommodation for prisoners in the Prisons of New South Wales, during the year
ended 31st December, 1897, and the daily average, and the greatest number of prisoners.

8. Return of prisoners within each of the following periods of age remaining m each of the Prisons of
New South Wales, on the 31st December, 1897.

No. 1.
Retuen of Prisoners received into the Prisons of New South "Wales, and of those disposed of, during the year

ended 31st December, 1897.

Male. Female Total. Male. Female. Total.

Number of prisoners in gaol at the commencement of 2,140 217 2,357 Disposed of—
the } ear. Discharged on expiration of sentence or commitment 10,123 2,833 12,956

Eeceived— Discharged (fines paid) .................................... 815 173 988Under commitment, not haiing been in custody in Discharged on license. . ..................... 31 1 32
other gaols, viz. Discharged on pardon, remission, or commutation of 534 34 568Remanded and discharged.......... . ............ 1,625 254 1,879 sentence.

Remaining on remand at the end of the >ear........ 43 3 46 Removed to industrial schools and refonnatories__ 67 23 90
For trial at Assizes and Quarter Sessions, and the Removed to lunatic asylums ............................... 123 48 171result — Committed suicide .............................................. 1 1Male. Female. Total. Died ............... ....................................... 20 1 21

Tried and com icted . ... 477 27 504 Executed ............................................................ 3 3
Tried and acquitted . 169 16 185 Escaped . ............................................... 1 1
Remaining untried at the end 77 3 80 Escaped and recaptured........... ... ........ 3 3

of the year. Remaining in custod} at the end of the }ear....... 2,017 243 2,260
Otherwise disposed of .. 227 21 248

950 67 1,017
Convicted at Assizes and Sessions (not pieiiouslyin 277 11 288

prison).
ConMcted summarily............................................... 8,623 2,801 11,424
Want of sureties .. . .. 87 8 95
Debtors and ci\ il process .................. ... 52 1 53
Naval'offenders .. .......................... 100 100
Military offenders.......... ... .. . 4 4

13,901 3,362 17,263
Less:— Male. Female. Total.

Trial prisoners in gaol at end 134 G 140
of year 1896 (dealt with at
Court during 1897).

Gaol transfers (dealt with at 29 . 29
Court). --------------------------- 163 6 169

Total .. . . 13,738 3,356 17,094 Total .......... ..................... 13,738 3,356 17,094

Gaol transfeis—Males, 1,893 ; Females, 137.
Number of pnsoners actual!} recened during 1897, 14,737 ; discharged, 14,834.

No. 2.

Return of the Daily Average, the Greatest and the Least Number of Prisoners in 
Custody in each of the Prisons of New South Wales during the Year ended 31st 

December, 1897.

Prison.

Dail} Average 
Number of 

Prisonois in the Year.
Greatest Number 

of Prisoners in Custody 
at one time and date.

Least Number 
of Prisoners in Custody 
at one time and date.

Male. Female Total. Male. Female. Total. Date. Male. Female. Total. Date.

Darlinghurst 473 151 92-668 565-819 527 120 647 9/6/97 411 42 453 26/12'97
Parramatta .. 320 45 320-45 375 375 19/2/97 273 273 22/11/97
Bathurst .. 227 53 12 35 239-88 254 14 268 17/12/97 210 ii 221 15/8 97
Berrima . . . 72 48 72-48 87 87 2/5/97 53 53 10/3/97
Biloela . 107 52 76-15 183-67 140 129 269 3/12/97 68 45 113 11/7/97
Goulburn . 242 164 9 232 251-396 277 11 2S8 26/3/97 205 6 211 22/12/97
Maitland ... 115 32 9-06 124-38 142 10 152 16/2/97 90 12 102 11/10/97
Trial Bay. 116'34 116 34 126 126 21/5/97 104 104 8/2/97Albury . . 25 91 •99 26 9 n i 42 15/1/97 14 14 28/6/97
Arnndale . 22 57 24 24-97 31 3 34 , 4/3/97 16 2 18 1/8/97
Broken Hill .. 23 98 4 83 28 81 47 7 54 9/10/97 13 3 16 10/12/97
Deniliquin . 15 556 2 233 17 789 26 2 28 27/1/97 7 1 8 27, 29/10/97
Dubbo . . 33 73 4 68 38-41 44 6 50 24/4/97 22 6 28 1, 3/9/97Foi bes . 8 652 -532 9 184 18 1 19 8/4/97 5 5 S/10/97
Grafton . 22*31 •65 22-96 34 2 36 1/12/97 10 10 14/10/97
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Prison.

Daily Average 
Number of 

Prisoners m the Year
Greatest Number 

of Prisoners m Custody 
at one time and date.

Least Number 
of Pnsoneis in Custody 

at one time and date.

Male Female Total Male Female Total Date Male. Female Total Date.

Hay . 14- 0 07 14 07 21 21 19 3/17 9 9 28/9/97Mudg'ee .. . 18* 2- 20 28 2 30 2/7/97 12 12 25/10/97Tamworth . 34 18 1 47 35 65 41 4 45 IS 4'97 23 2 25 16/6/97Waff an, Waffffa 13 051 1 442 14 493 22 - 3 25 29/9/97 4 1 6/4 97Wilcannia 17 006 1 095 18 101 29 29 23/1/97 10 10 12/9/97
Wollongong . 11 635 •741 12 376 18 2 201 27/3/97

20/13/97 i 3 1 4 26/11/97
Yass 4 15 ■109 4 2o9 7 1 s 2/12/97 6/8/97Young .. 32 299 2 631 34 93 44 2 46 16/4/97 23 3 26 31/8/97
Balranald . . 24 2 4 C 6 27/4/97 12/13 ) IQ gp- 

19/20) AU/U/Bega ........ 1 95 •01 1 96 7 7 14/10/97 1 1 23/2/97Bingara . 3 715 •oos 3 723 9 9 1/1/97 11/12/97Bombala 2 05 ■08 2 08 8 8 5,14/6/97 1/11/97, 30/12/97Bouike ... 10 96 •87 11 83 16 1 17 21/0/97 7 7 12/10/97Braidwood . . 1 3 04 1 34 4 4 13/LO 97 20/1/97Burrowa 1 02 02 1 04 5 0 23,25/8/97 29/9/97, 1/11/97Campbelltown 1 104 304 1 408 4 1 5 2/2 97 6/1/97Casino . 5 35 25 5 6 11 11 13 o/97 1 1 14/7/97Cobar 4 48 •24 4 72 12 12 29/4/97 11/7/97Cooma 1 73 07 1 8 11 13 13/6/97 6/7/97Coonabarabian 1 5 1 0 5 5 25/2/97 11/9/97Coonamble 5 14 04 5 18 9 9 15 1/97 2 2 28/9'97Cootamundra 7 71 1 25 8 96 16 1 17 5/1 97 2 1 3 20/9/97Cow ra 3 728 072 3 S 13 13 23/2/37 1 1 1/9/97Glen Innes 3 36 07 3 43 6 1 7 7 5 97 1 1 25/10/97Grenfell . 8 3 3 3 15/11/97 1, 31/10/97Gundagai . . 3 7 1 3 8 11 11 15 6/97 1 1 19, 24/9/97Gunnedah 7 375 189 7 564 12 12 20/2/97 4 4 9/5/97
5 5/97, 10/7/97Hillston 1838 1 833 7 7 5/1/97 22/7/97, 7/9/97
17/9/97, 9/10/97

Im erell .. 2 08 23 2 31 8 1 9 17/4/97 14/5/97West Kempsey 1 87 1 87 7 7 12/8/97 1/4/97Moree 8 04 •01 8 Oo 21 21 28/1/97 1 1 9/10/97Murrurundi 65 002 652 7 7 7/11/97 1, 31/12/97Narrabri . 5 93 08 6 01 12 2 14 11/1/97 1 1 29/12/07Newcastle 2 23 •1 2 38 16 1 17 24/2/97 31/12/97Orange 8 18 82 9 24 1 25 23/4/97 2 1 3 1/10/97Port Macquarie 89 89 4 4 25/11/9/ 1, 31/1/97Queanbej an *6 005 ’605 3 3 28/10/97 1/9/97Singleton 05 05 3 3 21/9/97 1 1 2/10/97Taree 1 58 1 58 5 6 16/12/97 1 1 7/1/97Tenterfield 2 41 2 41 4 4 6/12/97 6/7/97, 10/9/97Walgett 5 94 34 6 28 13 2 15 13/7/97 14, 15/2/97Wellington 4 9 15 5 05 10 4 14 1/11 97 20/4/97Wentworth 4 4 4 4 9 9 29 3/97 22/12/97Windsor 118 11 1 29 5 5 21/12/97 1, 25 8/97

Totals 2094 174 230 743 2321 917

No. 3.
Retuen showing the Number and Sentences of Prisoners under each period of Sentence 

of Penal Servitude, Hard Labour, or Imprisonment in all Prisons on the 31st 

December, 1897.

Period of Sentence.

Number of Prisoners on the 31st December, 1897.

Sentenced to Penal Servitude 
or Hard Laboui.

Sentenced to Impnsonment 
only

Males. Females Total. Males Females Total.

Penal servitude and hard labour .............
Life.............................. ..................... 31 i 32 4 4
29 years ...............................................................
25 „ ................................................................
24 „ ... ....................................
23 „ ................................................................
22 ;; ...............................................................
21 „ .... ..................................
20 „ ................ ............ i 1
19 „............................. ....................
18 „ ...............................................................
17 „ .......................... ...
16 „ ...............................................................
15 „ .............................................................. 10 10 1 1
14 ........................................... .......... 15 15
13 „ • ..............................
12 ......................................................... 5 5
11 „ . ............
10 „ ........................................................ 49 49
9 ................................................................... 1 1 . . *
8 ................................................................. 31 31
7 „ .............................. 09 09
<>i „ .. .. . 4 4
6 .................................... 33 33
5 ,, . . . ... 154 i 155
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Period of Sentence.

Number of Pnsoners on the 31st December, 1897.

Sentenced to Penal Servitude 
or Hard Labour.

Sentenced to imprisonment 
only

Males. Females. Total. Males. Females. Total.

4| years . . i i
4i .................... 4 4
4 „ . . 114 5 119 . ..3i „ ............ , .................................... 1 1

„ .. 3 3 i i
3± „ . .
3 „ . . 187 4 191 i i

Over 2 years 38 38
24 months and over 23 months ............................ 130 4 140 i i 2
23 „ 22 „ . . .
22 „ 21 „ ..
21 „ 20 „ ... . 4 4
2d „ 1!) „ . . . . 1 1
19 „ 18 ........................................... 82 5 87
18 „ 17 „ .................................
17 „ 10 ...........................................
10 „ 15 ,, . ..................
15 ,, 14 „ ... 8 1 9
14 „ 13 „ ....
13 „ 12 ,, 1 1 2
12 „ 11 „ ............................ 117 3 120 6 6 12
11 ., 10 „ ..................... 0 6 1 1
10 „ 9 „ ................................. 4 4
9 s ;; ............................ 45 2 47 1 1
8 „ 7 „ .............................. 4 . 4
7 „ 6 „ ■ ... 8 8
6 „ 5 „ ....................... 100 50 210 2 8 10
5 ,, 4 ............................ 8 8 3 3
4 „ 3 „ ..................... 30 9 45 13 13
3 „ 2 „ ................................. 163 52 215 28 14 42
2 „ 1 month ........................ 72 12 84 41 7 48
4 weeks and over 3 weeks ..................... 49 12 61 20 14 34
3 „ 2 ,, .. .. 5 5 22 4 26
2 „ 1 week ... 12 4 10 15 4 19
7 days ............ 3 3 ii 9 20

4 „ ..........
3 ...................... 2 1 3
2 ............. 1 i n 11
1 day . . 4 4

No term specified ................................................. 4 4 25 1 26

Totals.......................................... 1,086 166 1,852 211 71 282

No. 4. ,
ErrTiRsr showing the Population of New South Wales, with the Number of Prisoners 

sentenced to Death, to Penal Servitude for life, to Penal Servitude or Hard Labour 
for a term of years, to Imprisonment on Indictment, and on Summary Conviction 
or want of Sureties in each Tear from 1S90.

Year.
Population of 

New South 
Wales

Number of Pnsoners Sentenced to

Death,
and

Death
Recorded

Penal 
Sen itude 

for
Life

Penal Semtude or 
Haid Labour. Imprison

ment 
onl> on 

Indictment. 
Quarter 

Sessions 
or Criminal 

Couits.

Imprison
ment

on Suinmaiy 
Com ictiou 
cr Want 

of
Sureties*

R\ Quarter 
Sessions 

oi Cnminal 
Courts 

Thiee j ears 
and upwards

By Quarter 
Sessions 

or Cnminal 
Couits 

Undei Three 
jears.

1890 .......................... 1,121,860 7 240 386 121 10,921
1891.......................... 1,165,300 7 2 254 439 109 12,309
1892 .......................... 1,197,650 5 4 207 427 78 12,474
1893 ........................... 1,223,370 10 244 477 84 12,764
1894 .......................... 1,251,450 10 211 556 79 12,360
1895 ................... 1,277,870 7 195 524 1-0io 12,082
1896 ........................... 1,297,640 4 179 535 103 12.SS0

1897 .................... 1,323,460 7 1 193 500 31 11,519
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No. 4a.

Eeturn' showing the Number of Prisoners sentenced to Penal Servitude, or to Hard 
Labour, within each of the following period of sentences during the year 1897.

By Quarter Sessions 01 Criminal Courts

10 Years 
and abov e

9 Years 
and under 10

8 Years 
and under 9

7 Years 
and undei 8

6 Years 
and under?

5 Years 
and under 6

4 Years 
and under 5

3 Years 
and under 4

Total

f8 13 3 47 33 89 193

* Exclusive of 1 prisoner sentenced to penal servitude for life

No. 5.

Number of Prisoners convicted at Graol Deliveries and Courts of Quarter Sessions 
during the year ended 31st December, 1897, and the number of previous convictions 
recorded against such Prisoners ; also the number of such Prisoners who had not 
been previously convicted.

Prison

Number w ho had been prev lously convicted
Number 

who had not 
been

pieviouslj 
com icted

Total
Once Twice Thuce Four

times
Five

times
Six to 
Ten 

times

Eleven
to

Twenty
times

Above
Twenty
times

M F M F M F M F M r M F M F M F M F M F

Dailinghurst ^5 5 41 2 28 25 14 52 G 27 6 13 1 111 13 366 33
Albui j 1 1 3 4 3

3 1 1
Bathuist 7 1 2 1 1 1 1 13 1 27 1

2
Bmg-eia 2 1 1 5 1 9 1
Bonibala 2
Bourke 3 2 2 1 7 15

2 21 23
Broken Hill 2 2 2 1 3 1 11 21 1
Burrowa 2
Campbelltown 1 1 1 1
Casino (Lismore) 1 2
Cobar 1 3
Cooma 3 10 13
Coonabarabran 1 1
Coonamble 1 2 2 5
Cootamundra 3 2 1 11 17
Cowi a 2 4 0
Demliquin 2 2 4 1 8 1
Dubbo 3 3 5 1 2 19 33
Forbes C 2 1 1 1 7 1 17 2
Glen Innes 1 1 2 1 4 1
Goulbui n 5 1 3 1 1 8 3 19 3
Grafton 1 1 1 3
Grenfell 1 1
Gundagai 1 1 1 2 4 1
Gunnedah 2 4 0
Hay 3 2 1 2 8
Hiliston 1 1
Inv erell 2 4
Kempsev 1 1 2
Maitland 2 2 2 12 18
Moree 2 3 1 5 1
Mudgee 2 1 9 12
Munurundi ... 2 4 G
Nan abri 1 1 1 2 1
New castle 2 1 1 2 1 1 18 25 1
Orange 1 1 3 5
Parramatta 3 4 1 1 3 1 18
Port Macquarie 1 1
Queanbej an
Singleton 1 <> 4
Tamworth 3 2 1 1 1 4 1 12 1
Taree 3 3
Tenterfield 1 1
Wagga Wagga 2 1 1 10 1 14 1
Walgett 1 2 3
Wellington 1 1 7 9
\\ entw orth
W ilcanma 3 1 5 1 9 1
Windsor
Wollongong 2 1 1 G
"V ass 3 3
\oung . 2 1 1 2 4 1 10 1

Grand Total 140 5 83 3 50 42 21 2 72 G 35 6 15 2 379 31 837 55

f



447

47-

No. 6.

Statement of the Restraints, Punishments, and Offences during the year ended 31st 
December, 1897, in each of the Prisons of New South Wales.

Prison.

Re
str

ai
nt

s—
 

|
Iro

ns
 or

 H
an

d-
cu

ffs
. 

|
Prison punishments 

for misconduct in 
Prison.

To
ta

l N
um

be
r o

f
Pr

iso
ne

rs
 P

un
ish

ed
.

Number of 
Prisoners 

not
Punished.

Total
Number of 
Prisoners 

during the 
Fear.

V
io

le
nc

e t
o O

ffi
ce

rs
.

Es
ca

pe
s a

nd
at

te
m

pt
s t

o 
es

ca
pe

.! ^ son Off*

w
aS
♦3 O

th
er

 B
re

ac
he

s o
f 

|
Re

gu
la

tio
ns

. 
*

To
ta

l O
ffe

nc
es

.

Co
rp

or
al

Pu
ni

sh
m

en
t.

. . . 
1

Pu
ni

sh
m

en
t,

Ce
lls

.

D
ie

ta
ry

Pu
ni

sh
m

en
t.

Darlinghurst ............. 302 4 223 7,028 7,251 8 21 321 350
Parramatta .............. 202 173 979 1,152 5 3 268 276
Bathurst .................. 139 8 112 587 699 5 6 192 203
Berrima ..................... 26 2 18 163 181 56 56
Biloela ...................... 123 8 105 2,473 2,578 1 8 122 131
Goulburn .................. 98 5 65 586 651 2 122 124
Maitland .................. 63 45' 888 933 2 2 133 137
Trial Bay .................. 8 3 11 193 204 4 34 38
Albury ...................... 15 10 214 224 1 14 15
Annidale .................. 29 15 136 151 2 27 29
Broken Hill ............. 25 22 408 430 7 27 34
Deniliquin.................. 18 5 17 166 183 3 34 37
Dubbo......................... 24 14 292 306 1 23 24
Forbes.......................... 157 157
Grafton ...................... \i 11 104 115 23 23
Hay .......................... i 1 85 86 1 1
Mudgee ...................... i 1 124 125 4 4
Tamworth.................. 8 6 281 287 2 13 15
Wagga Wagga.......... 219 219
Wilcannia ................. 13 6 108 114 1 i2 13
Wollongong .............. 1 1 163 164 1 1
Yass .......................... 2 l 56 57 2 2
Young.......................... 20 32 no 142 1 19 20
Balranald .................. 22 22
Bega .......................... 44 44
Bingera ...................... 3 3 42 45 3 3
Bombala...................... 34 34
Bourke ..................... 2 2 142 144 1 3 4
Braidwood.................. 27 27
Burrowa...................... 19 19
Campbelltown .......... 42 42
Casino ...................... 66 66
Oobar.......................... 121 121
Cooma........................ . .9 72 72
Coonabarabran.......... 23 23
Coonamble.................. i i 66 67 1 1
Cootamundra .......... 147 147
Cowra.......................... 84 84
Glen Innes.................. 7 4 47 51 7 7
Grenfell...................... 20 20
Gundagai .................. i 4 2 5 83 88 5 5
Gunnedah.................. 9 9 98 107 2 o
Hiliston...................... 1 1 23 24 1 1
Inverell...................... 60 60
West Kempsey.......... 35 35
M oree.......................... 2 2 2 220 222 2 o
Murrurundi .......... . 27 27
Narrabri...................... 3 2 131 133 3 3
Newcastle.................. 377 377
Orange ...................... io i 5 261 266 i 4 5 10
Port Macquarie ...... 28 28
Queanbeyan ............. 16 16
Singleton .................. 29 29
Taree.......................... 19 19
Tenterfield.................. 22 22
Walgett .................. 12 12 6 60 66 12 12
Wellington .............. 96 96
Wentworth .............. 35 35
Windsor...................... 37 37

Totals.............. i 1,185 56 929 18,195 19,124 23 68 1,492 :l,583

Notes.—No corporal punishment was inflicted during the year. Only 4*8 per cent, of the total number of prisoners 
' during the year were punished. The number of offences committed and the number of punishments awarded do not, of 

course, agree, it being the practice in most cases to award one form of punishment for several offences, while in others the 
offence is met by admonition without punishment. In consequence of transfers the same prisoner may be punished in more 
than one prison during the year, so that the totals do not exactly agree with the total prison population of Form No. 1. 4 
prisoners escaped during the year, 3 of whom were recaptured, and were committed to the Higher Courts, 2 received terms 
of imprisonment and the other was awaiting Trial at the end of the year.
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No. 7.

Statement of Accommodation for Prisoners in the Prisons of New South Wales during 
the year ended 31st December, 1897, and of the Daily Average and the Greatest 
Number of Prisoners.

Prison.
Number of Cells. Daily Average

Number of Prisoners.
Greatest Number of Prisoners 

Confined.

Male. Female. Total. Male. Female. Total. Male. Female. Total.

226 120 346 473-151 92-668 565-819 527 120 647
326 2 328 320-45 320-45 375 375
273 46 319 227-53 12-35 239-88 254 14 268

82 82 72-48 72-48 87 87

! ' 8
5 14 i 10 i 107-52 76-15 183-67 140 129 260

319 9 328 242-164 9-232 251-396 277 11 288
112 11 123 115-32 9-06 124-38 142 10 152
69
18

691
18/ 116-34 116-34 126 126

26 3 29 25-91 •99 26-9 41 1 42
22 4 26 22-57 2-4 24-97 31 3 34
19 2 21 23-98 4-83 28-81 47 7 54
15 3 18 15*556 2-233 17-789 26 2 28
15 2 17 33-73. 4-68 .38-41 44 6 50

6 1 7 8*652 •532 9-184 18 1 19
43 7 50 22-31 *65 22-96 34 2 36
11 2 13 14- •07 14-07 21 21
22 4 26 18- 2- 20- 28 2 30
13 2 15 34-18 1-47 35-65 41 4 45
10 2 12 13-051 1-442 14-493 22 3 25

7 1 8 17-006 1-095 18-101 29 29
11 2 13 11-635 ■741 1-2-376 18 2 20
14 3 17 4-15 •109 4-259 7 i 8
35 3 38 3-2-299 2-631 34-93 44 2 46

4 4 2-4 2-4 6 6
5 5 1-95 •01 1-96 7 7
4 4 3-715 ■ -008 3-723 9 9
3 1 4 2-05 •03 2-08 8 8

11 2 13 10-96 •87 11-83 16 ] 17
11 1 12 1-3 •04 1-34 4 4

3 3 1-02 •02 1-04 ■ 5 5
3 1 4 1-104 •304 1-408 4 1 5
5 1 6 5*35 •25 5*6 11 11
4 1 5 4'48 ■24 4-72 12 12

30 2 32 1-73 •07 1-8 13 13
4 1 5 1-5 1-5 5 5
5 1 6 5-14 •04 5-18 9 9
4 2 6 7-71 1-25 8-96 16 1 17
3 i 4 3-728 •072 3-8 13 13
5 5 3-36 •07 3-43 6 1 7
4 4 •8 •8 3 3
5 i 6 3-7 •1 3-8 11 11
4 i 5 7-375 •189 7-564 12 12
5 5 1-838 1-838 7 7
4 o 6 2-08 ■23 2-31 8 1 9
3 i 4 187 1-87 7 7
6 6 8-04 •01 8-05 21 21
o 2 4 •65 •002 •652 7 7
5 2 7 5-93 •08 6 01 12 2 14
7 3 10 2-28 •1 2-38 16 1 17
7 1 s S-18 •82 9- 24 1 25
8 1 9 •89 •89 4 4
5 1 6 •6 •005 •605 3 3
2 2 •05 •05 3 3
4 4 1-58 1-58 5 *" ' 5
4 2 6 2-41 2-41 4 4
4 2 6 5-94 •34 6-28 13 2 15
4 1 5 4-9 ■15 5-05 10 4 14

10 2 12 4-4 4-4 9 9
12 1 13 1-18 •11 1-29 5 5

1,891 274 2,165 2,094*174 230-743 2,324-917

Darlinghurst ......
Parramatta (a) ...
Bathurst ..............
Berrima .....
Biloela ..................

Do Dormitories
(»)

Goulburn..............
Maitland.............
Trial Bay..............

Do Huts (c).
Albury ..................
Armidale..............
Broken Hill..........
Deniliquin ..........
Dubbo ..................
Forbes .................
Grafton..................
Hay ......................
Mudgee.................
Tamworth .........
Wagga Wagga ...
Wilcannia ..........
Wollongong..........
Yass......................
Young (d) .............
Balranald..............
Bega......................
Bingera .................
Bombala ..............
Bourke..................
Braidwood ...........
Burrowa ..............
Campbelltown......
Casino ..................
Cobar ..................
Cooma (e)..............
Coonabarabran ...
Coonamble ..........
Cootamundra ......
Cowra ..................
Glen Innes ..........
Grenfell .......... .
Gundagai..............
Gunnedah .............
Hiliston ..............
Inverell..................
West Kempsey ...
Moree ..................
Murrurundi..........
Narrabri ..............
Newcastle ..........
Orange ..................
Port Macquarie ...
Queanbeyan..........
Singleton..............
Taree......................
Tenterfield ..........
Walgett ..............
Wellington ..........
Wentworth ..........
Windsor ..............

Totals

(a) Increase consequent upon division of associated cells during 1897.
(b) Are capable of accommodating 152 males, and 113 females.
(c) Are capable of accommodating 6 prisoners in each hut.
(d) Nineteen new cells brought into use during 1897 
(c) Increase consequent upon removal back to old gaol.
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No. 8.

Eetuen of Prisoners within each of the following Periods of Age remaining in each of 
the Prisons of New South Wales on the 31st December, 1897.

Name of Prison.
Under

12
Years.

12 Years 
and

under 16.
16 and 
under 

25.
25 and 
under 

30.
30 and 
under 

40.
40 and 
under 

50.
50 and 
under 

60.
60 and 

; above.
Age not 
ascer
tained.

Total.

Darlinghurst .......... i 83 126 134 71 30 16 i 462
Varramatta.............. i 57 79 83 38 23 14 295
Bathurst .................. i 37 53 86 43 22 11 i 254
Berrima .................. 8 18 29 14 6 1 76Biloela ...................... 21 49 97 49 27 12 255Goulburn.................. i 32 55 56 43 16 10 213Maitland ................. i 16 29 29 29 8 4 116Trial Bay.................. 9 17 58 18 8 2 112
Albury...................... 4 9 ' 7 7 3 6 36Armidale................. 3 4 9 7 1 3 27Broken Hill.............. 2 5 11 5 4 1 28Deniliquin .............. 4 5 4 3 3 19
Dubbo ...................... 3 14 13 8 1 3 42
Forbes ..................... 1 2 3 4 2 1 13Grafton...................... 3 9 12 5 2 1 32
Hay .......................... 3 4 4 1 12
Mudgee..................... 8 3 3 2 16Tamworth .............. 1 9 13 9 4 6 42
Wagga Wagga.......... 1 4 4 5 4 1 19
Wilcannia .............. 1 5 10 5 3 24
Wollongong ............. 2 3 1 2 8
Yass .......................... 2 1 3Young ...................... 3 6 17 4 3 1 34
Balranald.................. 1 1
Bega.......................... 1 1 2 1 5
Bingera...................... 1 1 1 3
Bombala .................. 1 1
Bourke ...................... 2 1 3 1 7
Braidwood .............. 1 1 9
Burrowa ................... 1 1
Campbelltown..........
Casino ...................... 1 3 1 1 6Cobar ...................... 1 2 3
Cooma ...................... 1 I 2
Coonabarabran ...... 1 1 2

2 4 1
Cootamundra .......... 2 5 5 122
Glen Innes .............. —1 2
Grenfell ..................
Gundagai.................. 2 1 1 4
Gunnedah .............. 1 9 1 11
Hiliston .................. 1 1 1 3
Inverell...................... 1 1 2
West Kempsey ...... o 2
Moree ...................... 2 3 2 2 9
Murrurundi .............
Narrabri .................. 1 1 2
Newcastle ..............
Orange ...................... 3 1 2 2 1 9
Port Macquarie ...... . 1 1
Queanbeyan............. ■ 1 1
Singleton..................
Taree.......................... 3 1 1 5
Tenterfield .............. 1 2 3
Walgett .................. 1 2 3 1 7
Wellington .............. 2 1 1 4
Wentworth ..............
W indsor .................. ... 1 1 2

Totals .............. 5 302 545 720 395 184 107 2 2,260

S3—G-
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.APPENDIX IY.

PART B.

Keturns relating to Staff and Expenditure. '
9. Comparative statement, showing daily average number of prisoners, and the cost of salaries and 

contingencies at established gaols, during the years 1895, 1896, 1897. Police gaols omitted.
10. Return showing cost of maintenance of established gaols, number of prisoners to each officer, 

&e., &c., during the years 1895, 1896, 1897. Police gaols omitted.
11. Detailed cost of established gaols during the year 1897.
12. Staff Board No. 1, showing the distribution of the principal officers on the 31st December, 

1897, and the gaols where stationed.
13. Staff Board No. 2, showing the number of warders, overseers, female warders, acting gaolers, and 

acting matrons employed at the different gaols in the Colony on 31st December, 1897.
14. Officers. Particulars as to retirements, resignations, &c.

No. 9.

CoMPAitATiVE Statement allowing Daily Average Number of Prisoners, and the Cost of 
Salaries and Contingencies at Established Gaols, during the years 1895, 1896, and
1897. Police Gaols omitted.

Prison.

Daily Average 
Number of 
Prisoners.

Salaries. Contingencies.

1895. 1896. 1897. 1895. 1896. 1897. 1895. 1896. 1897.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ S. d. - £ s. d. £ s. d. . £ s. d.

Darlinghurst..' 542 549 565 15,295 ' 4 10 12,923 15 10 11,962 7 3 8,270 8 3 7,558 14 8 8,959 6 7
Bathurst .... 295 268 239 8,440 5 5 7,850 13 11 6,523 8 8 3,945 3 3 4,241 9 10 3,606 14 4

72 74 72 3,847 17 1 3,605 15 8 3,379 7 0 1,022 6 8 950 3 8 1,107 18 3
195 190 183 3,971 16 0 3,058 3 9 2,591 5 7 2,224 15 8 2,188 0 2 2,433 17 6

Goulburn .... 306 284 251 7,805 18 2 7,264 3 10 6,509 4 7 3,681 3 3 3,751 3 2 3,881 17 1
150 138 124 4,676 14 5 4,519 5 9 4,132 19 2 2.004 10 6 2,059 7 9 1,945 10 11

Parramatta .. 324 328 320 9,539 8 0 8,912 3 1 7,672 10 1 4,969 14 0 5,093 17 2 4,948 8 2
91 103 116 3,724 14 0 4,115 15 1 4,004 0 5 3,951 0 9 2,740 13 6 2,584 19 9
32 31 26 1,470 19 6 1,318 6 8 1,119 16 8 631 4 11 501 16 1 461 6 2
27 25 25 1,419 14 7 1,309 7 0 1,188 15 6 418 7 8 381 9 2 518 19 1
34 37 28 1,277 12 9 1,194 5 5 1,145 11 2 690 2 6 612 4 7 588 11 2

Deniliquin .. 16 23 17 1,072 10 0 989 9 4 938 11 1 321 3 6 446 5 3 440 16 2
51 40 38 1,632 6 9 1,524 13 2 1,404 11 10 805 10 6 745 9 5 672 3 10
21 13 9 914 8 6 784 7 6 455 7 4 285 11 11 271 1 8 178 9 0
20 31 23 1,399 1 1 1,297 15 4 1,252 8 6 411 13 4 569 13 8- 465 8 11
25 17 14 1,262 10 6 1,146 7 1 1,085 7 4 339 0 9 362 19 8 315 6 9
23 19 20 1,213 12 7 1,130 16 0 1,101 2 9 393 13 2 388 17 1 372 8 11

Tamworth .. 35 34 35 1,393 5 2 1,292 8 0 1,266 15 0 489 15 10 454 15 3 565 16 11
Waffera Wacsra 18 14 14 944 3 3 809 13 9 447 4 4 275 7 6 240 18 5 201 9 7
Wilcannia .... 19 16 18 1,190 12 1 1,073 13 7 1,075 0 0 600 5 3 444 9 6 510 11 6
Wollongong .. 19 19 12 1,085 12 3 813 17 0 456 15 10 246 - 3 6 237 12 1 188 19 5

13 8 4 909 12 8 697 11 6 307 17 0 243 18 5 171 14 8 90 5 10
Young ........ 31 33 35 1,404 18 4 1,338 4 8 1,298 14 8 590 8 4 599 10 0 766 5 6

Totals .. 2,359 2,294 2,188 75,892 17 11 68,970 12 11 61,319 1 9 36,811 9 4 35,012 6 10 85,805 11 4

Expenditure per average number of prisoners, 1895 ...
» .. 1896...

„ „ „ 1897...

Saving effected per head for 1897 as compared with 1895 
.. .. „ „ 1896

Salaries. Contingencies. Total.
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
32 3 5 15 12 6 47 15 11
30 1 3 15 5 3 45 6 6
28 0 6 16 7 3 44 7 9

£3 8 2
0 18 9

No. 10.
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No. 10.

Kettibn slowing Cost of Maintenance of Established G-aols, number of Prisoners to each 
OfiBcer, &c., &c., during years 1895, 1896, and 1897. Police G-aols omitted.

Prison.
D

ai
ly

 A
ve

ra
ge

 
N

um
be

r o
f 

Pr
iso

ne
rs

.
N

um
be

r o
f 

Re
gu

la
r O

ffi
ce

rs
.*

N
um

be
r o

f
Pr

iso
ne

rs
 to

 ea
ch

Re
gu

la
r O

ffi
ce

r.

Expenditure. . .
Expenditure per 
Average Number 

of Prisoners.

Salaries. Contingencies. Total,

Sa
la

rie
s.

Co
nt

in


ge
nc

ie
s.

To
ta

l
Co

st.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ £ £
'1895 542 90 6-02 15,295 4 10 8,270 8 3 23,565 13 1 28-2 15-2 43-4

Darlinghurst - 1896 549 80 6-8 12,923 15 10 7,558 14 8 20,482 10 6 23 5 13-7 37-2
.1897 565 78 7-2 11,962 7 3 8,959 6 7 20,921 13 10 21-1 15-8 36-9
'1895 295 53 5-5 8,440 5 5 3,945 3 3 12,385 8 8 28-6 13-3 41-9

Bathurst .... - 1896 268 51 5-2 7,850 13 11 4,241 9 10 12,092 3 9 29-2 15-8 45 0
1,1897 239 44 5-4 6,523 8 8 3,606 14 4 10,130 3 0 27'2 15-1 42-3

1895 324 58 5-5 9,539 8 0 4,969 14 0 14,509 2 0 29-4 15-2 44-6
Parramatta.. 1896 328 54 6-07 8,912 3 1 5,093 17 2 14,006 0 3 27 T 15-5 42-6

1897 320 51 6-2 7,672 10 1 4,948 8 2 12,620 18 3 24-0 15-4 39-4.
, 1895 306 49 6-2 7,805 18 2 3,681 3 3 11,487 1 5 25-5 12 02 37-52

Goulburn ... 1896 284 46 6T 7,264 3 10 3,751 3 2 11,015 7 0 25-5 13-2 38-7
1 1897 251 44 5-7 6,509 4 7 3,881 17 1 10,391 1 8 25-9 15-4 41-3
; 1895 150 30 5- 4,676 14 5 2,004 10 5 6,681 4 10 311 13-3 44-4

Maitland ... 1896 138 30 4-6 4,519 5 9 2,059 7 9 6,578 13 6 32-7 14-9 47-6
1 1897 124 28 4-4 4,132 19 2 1,945 10 11 6,078 10 1 33 3 15-7 49-0
(isas 91 22 41 3,724 14 0 3,951 0 9 7,675 14 9 40-9 43-4 84-3

Trial Bay ...- 1896. 103 26 39 4,115 15 1 2,740 13 6 6,856 8 7 39-9 26-6 66-5
(1897 116 26 4-4 4,004 0 5 2,584 19 9 6,589 0 2 34-5 22-3 56-8
( 1895 72 22 3’2 3,847 17 1 1,022 6 8 4,870 3 9 53-4 14-2 67-6

Berrima ..... \ 1896 74 21 3 5 3,605 15 8 950 3 8 4,555 19 4 48-7 12-8 61-5
( 1897 72 21 3-4 3,379 7 0 1,107 18 3 4,487 5 3 46-9 15-4 62-3
. 1895 195 27 7-2 3,971 16 0 2,224 15 8 6,196 11 8 20-3 11-4 31-7

Biloela ....... 1896 190 25 7-6 3,058 3 9 2,188 0 2 5,246 3 11 16-09 11-5 27-59
1 1897 183 26 7 03 2,591 5 7 2,433 17 6 5,025 3 1 14-1 13-3 27-4
, 1895 32 11 2-9 1,470 19 6 631 4 11 2,102 4 5 45 9 19-7 65-6

Albury ...... 1896 31 8 3-8 1,318 6 8 501 16 1 1,820 2 9 4-2-5 16-1 58-6
1 1897 26 8 3-2 1,119 16 8 461 6 2 1,581 2 10 43-1 17-7 60-8
I 1895 27 9 3- 1,419 14 7 418 7 8 1,838 2 3 52-5 15’4 67-9

Armidale ... 1896 25 9 2-7 1,309 7 0 381 9 2 1,690 16 2 52-3 15-2 67-5
' 1897 25 9 2-7 1,188 15 6 518 19 i 1,707 14 7 47-5 20-8 68-3
(1895 34 8 4-2 1,277 12 9 690 2 6 1,967 15 3 37-5 20-2 57-7

Broken Hill.. 1896 37 8 4-6 1,194 5 5 612 4 7 1,806 10 0 32-2 16-5 48-7
(,1897 28 8 3-5 1,145 11 2 588 11 2 1,734 2 4 40-9 210 61-9
i 1895 16 7 2-2 1,072 10 0 321 3 6 1,393 13 6 67-0 20-06 87-06

Deniliquin ... \ 1896 23 7 3-2 989 9 4 446 5 3 1,435 14 7 43 0 19-4 62-4
[ 1897 17 7 2-4 938 11 1 440 16 2 1,379 7 3 55-2 25-9 81-1

1895 51 11 4-6 1,632 6 9 805 10 6 2,437 17 3 32-0 15-7 47-7
Dubbo.......... t 1896 40 10 4- 1,524 13 2 745 9 5 2,270 2 7 38-1 18-6 56-7

( 1897 38 10 3-8 1,404 11 10 672 3 10 2,076 15 8 36-9 17-7 54-6
1895 21 6 3 5 914 8 6 285 11 11 1,200 0 5 43-5 13-5 57-

h'orbes.......... t 1896 13 4 3 2 784 7 6 271 1 8 1,055 9 2 60-3 20-8 81-1
( 1897 9 4 2-2 455 7 4 178 9 0 633 16 4 50-6 19-8 70-4
l 1895 20 9 2-2 1,399 1 1 411 13 4 1,810 14 5 69-9 20-5 90-4

Grafton ...... 1896 31 9 3-4 1,297 15 4 569 13 8 1,867 9 0 41-8 18-3 60-1
1 1897 23 9 2-5 1,252 8 6 465 8 11 1,717 17 5 54-4 20-2 74-6
(1895 25 8 31 1,262 10 6 339 0 9 1,601 11 3 50-5 13-5 64 0

Hay.............. 1896 17 8 21 1,146 7 1 362 19 8 1,509 6 9 67-4 21-3 88-7
(1897 14 8 1-7 1,085 7 4 315 6 9 1,400 14 1 77-5 22-5 100-0
| 1895 23 8 2-8 1,213 12 7 393 13 2 1,607 5 9 52-7 17-08 69-78

Mudgee ...... 1896 19 8 2-3 1,130 16 0 388 17 1 1,519 13 1 59-5 20-4 79-9
1 1897 20 8 2-5 1,101 2 9 372 8 11 1,473 11 8 55* 18-6 73-6
. 1895 35 10 3'5 1,393 5 2 489 15 10 1,883 1 0 39-8 13-9 53-7

Tamworth ... 1896 34 9 3-7 1,292 8 0 454 15 3 1,747 3 3 38-0 13-3 51-3
1 1897 35 9 3-8 1,266 15 0 565 16 11 1,832 11 11 36-2 161 52-3
; 1895 18 6 3- 944 3 3 275 7 6 1,219 10 9 52-4 15-2 67-6

Wagga Wagga.. 1896 14 4 35 809 13 9 240 18 5 1,050 12 2 57-8 17-2 75-0
1 1897 14 4 3-5 447 4 4 201 9 7 648 13 11 31-9 14-4 46-3

1895 19 7 2-7 1,190 12 1 600 5 3 1,790 17 4 62-6 31-5 94 T
Wilcannia ... 1896 16 7 2-2 1,073 13 7 444 9 6 1,518 3 1 67 T 27-7 94-8

1897 18 7 2-5 1,075 0 0 510 11 6 1,585 11 6 59-7 28-3 88-
1895 19 7 2-7 1,085 12 3 246 3 6 1,331 15 9 57-1 12-9 70-

Wollongong.. 1896 19 4 4-7 813 17 0 237 12 1 1,051 9 1 42-8 12-5 55-3
1897 12 4 3- 456 15 10 188 19 5 645 15 3 38- 15-8 53-8

. 1895 13 6 2-1 909 12 8 243 18 5 1,153 11 1 69-9 18-6 88-5
Yass .......... 1896 8 3 2-6 697 11 6 171 14 8 869 6 2 87-1 21-4 108-5

1897 4 3 1-3 307 17 0 90 5 10 398 2 10 77- 22-5 99-5
: 1895 31 9 3-4 1,404 18 4 590 8 4 1,995 6 8 45-3 19 03 64-33

Young.......... 1896 33 9 3-6 1,338 4 8 599 10 5 1,937 15 1 40-5 18-1 58-6
1897 35 9 3-8 1,298 14 8 766 5 6 2,065 0 2 37-1 21-9 59-0

Visiting Officers omitted.
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Detailed Cost of Established Gaols during the year 1897

Gaol.
Pay and Allow
ances of Officers, 
including' Special 

Warders.
Clothing of 

Officers.
Victualling of 

Prisoners, includ
ing Medical 
Comforts.

Clothing of 
Prisoners, 
Bedding, 

Furniture, &c.

Medicines, 
Surgical Instru

ments, &c.
Gratuities and 

Bonuses paid to 
Prisoners.

Indulgences to 
Prisoners.

Fuel, Light, and 
Water; Soap, 
Scouring, and 

Cleaning 
Articles.

Sustenance
Allowance.

Removal 
Expenses of 

Officers 
transferred.

Stationery. Incidental
Expenses. Total.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ S. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £■ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
Darlinghurst ............. 11,962 7 3 337 0 0 3,204 1 8 2,970 19 10 144 1 6 370 13 10 155 8 0 1,304 7 11 91 19 8 37 0 1 167 15 9 175 18 4 20,921 13 10Bathurst...................... 6,523 8 8 117 5 3 1,521 2 4 658 0 5 65 13 3 167 9 6 225 8 10 562 13 o 14 9 0 33 18 10 18 5 10 222 17 11 10,130 3 0JSerrima ...................... 3,379 7 0 107 2 11 470 19 11 180 19 1 10 0 0 40 4 10 41 14 2 144 0 10 26 14 5 29 17 0 3 13 5 52 11 8 4,487 5 3Biloela.......................... 2,591 5 7 79 2 6 1,101 12 8 612 14 9 98 13 4 111 7 0 19 7 8 360 12 0 1 4 0 7 18 11 5 14 C 35 10 2 5,025 3 1Goulburn...................... 6,509 4 7 189 10 10 1,363 6 0 693 2 10 106 10 6 261 2 11 255 19 6 678 19 8 58 2 10 39 11 2 14 3 10 221 7 0 10,391 1 8Maitland...................... 4,132 19 2 140 6 7 765 9 6 342 3 1 13 19 4 116 17 0 82 3 4 368 14 11 21 5 0 17 4 7 7 15 8 69 11 11 6,078 10 1Parramatta.................. 7,672 10 1 199 9 7 1,864 1 1 1,141 15 3 129 3 2 221 2 11 230 11 0 832 7 0 15 6 3 26 6 5 39 19 8 248 5 10 12', 620 18 3Trial Bay...................... 4,004 0 5 94 18 0 1,345 7 11 326 17 5 51 6 3 247 14 4 0 1 10 210 18 6 19 19 9 17 1 2 3 10 9 267 3 10 6,589 0 2Albury ........................ 1,119 16 8 23 5 11 190 15 0 52 12 4 1 4 5 22 14 8 14 11 10 124 6 1 4 0 0 6 2 11 2 10 1 18 16 11 1,581 q 10Armidale..................... 1,188 15 6 34 9 7 172 1 1 67 H 7 4 13 8 15 5 9 18 4 4 112 16 9 11 16 0 46 12 11 0 13 2 34 11 3 1,707 14 7
Broken Hill .............. 1,115 11 2 . 27 9 2 270 4 8 104 7 9 8 12 11 10 3 3 9 1 1 89 16 9 1 10 0 20 4 3 0 10 4 46 11 0 1,734 2 4Deniliquin .................. 938 11 1 18 1 11 123 19 9 75 6 9 15 8 1 14 14 4 9 1 2 126 12 10 2 2 0 15 7 9 2 14 5 37 7 2 T379 ■ 7 3Dubbo .......................... 1,404 11 10 38 11 10 247 6 0 . 100 6 1 10 0 0 19 5 3 22 5 4 120 12 8 1 16 9 9 0 0 3 15 0 99 4 11 2,076 15 8Forbes'.......................... 7 4 12 12 9 76 5 8 26 1 10 4 2 3 3 12 2 6 2 1 20 d 17 d G o 19 5
Grafton ...................... 1,252 '8 6 41 14 0 198 9 10 70 11 5 10 17 7 24 19' n 24 6 9 62 4 5 3 6 0 13 10 5 0 10 3 14 18 4 1,717 17 5Hay............................. 1,085 7 4 39 10 8 102 12 6 8 7 6 5 5 9 9 4 1 8 8 8 131 7 o 1 d o IB 0 5
Mudgee ...................... 1,101 2 9 26 6 G 135 0 7 38 8 2 5 1 10 16 4 8 15 10 3 111 16 10 1 3 7 22 11 G
Tamworth .................. 1,266 15 0 26 2 G 256 16 1 98 9 9 9 14 9 30 10 21 19 1 67 4 5 R in o 5 Id o 43 io 4
Wagga Wagga .......... '447 4 4 10 4 7 72 3 0 21 19 8 2 8 0 6 0 10 5 3 10 56 ii 2 4 16 9 9 15 9 0 13 5 ii 12 7 648 13 11
Wilcannia .................. 1,075 0 0 27 14 3 263 17 1 59 10 2 3 9 9 13 3 2 18 16 3 106 2 4 1 1 o 16 17 G * 1 pa*)
Wollongong .............. 456 15 10 12 14 2 94 3 10 13 0 9 3 4 9 . 11 7 5 7 18 5 32 3 i 1 4 2 3 18 11 0 13 10 s 10 i ’645 15 3^ass ............................ 307 17 o 7 8 1 31 8 1 14 IS 2 2 6 9 5 15 10 16 7 11 0 4 G 8 15 3 1 10 o 1 11 3
Young.......................... 1,298 14 8 36 19 2 281 15 3 ISO 0 10 7 7 7 28 6 0 28 3 2 124 8 4 10 5 9 7 8 11 61 10 6 2,065 0 2

Total .............. 61,319 1 9 1,641 0 9 14,152 19 6 7,858 8 5 710 18 8 1,764 16 5 1,226 2 5 5,765 9 11 285 7 i 369 16 7 292 12 2 1,737 19 5 97,124 13 1

OLta



No. 12.

Staff Board No. 1, showing the Distribution of the Principal Officers on the 31st December, 1897, and the G-aols where stationed.
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JSTo. 13.
Staff Board No 2, showing the Number of Warders, Overseers, Female Warders, Acting G-aolers, and Acting Matrons, employed at the different Gaols in the Colony, on 31st Dec , 1897.

Gaol

Sydney
Bathurst
Berrima
Biloela
Goulburn
Maitland
Parramatta
Trial Bay
Albury
Armidale
Broken Hill
Deniliquin
Dubbo
Forbes
Grafton
Hay
Mudgee
Tamw orth
Wagga Wagga
Wilcannia
Wollongong
Yass
Young
Balranald
Bega
Bingera
Bonibala
Bourke
Braidw ood
Burrowa
Campbelltown
Casino
Cobar
Cooma *
Coonabarabran
Coonamble
Cootamundra
Cowra
Glen Innes
Grenfell
Gundagai
Gunnedah
Hiliston
Inverell
Kempsey (West)
Moree
Murrurundi
Nairabri
Newcastle
Orange
Port Macquarie
Queanbeyan
Singleton
Taree
Tenterfield
Walgett .
Wellington
Wentworth
Windsor
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By reorganisation since 31st December, 1896 a reduction of 15 has been made in the Staff, representing an annual saving in salaries at rate of £1 909 Expenditure for j ear 1897 —Salaries, £67 659 9s Id , Contingencies, £30,70o Os 3d , total, £98,364 9s 4d
Less, \alue of earnings of prisoners employed m puson manufactures, and at work for other Government Departments, £8,991 Os 5d Net expenditure, £89,373 8s lid 

Showing a decrease m salaries as compared Mith 1896 of £7,415 19s 2d , and Contingencies, £3,110 9s lOd Total, £10,526 9s
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No. 14.

Officers.—Particulars as to Eetirements, Eesignations, &c.

Year. Retired. Resigned. Dismissed. Fined. Reduced 
in rank. Promoted. Trans

ferred.
Ex

changed.

1895 7 u t 22 3 21 41 9
1896 67 21 ii 25 i 42 102 5

1897 10 23 7 38 12 88 109 14

APPENDIX Y.
Miscellaneous. .

A. Reformatory Treatment and Classification. '
B. Labour and Industry.
C. Discipline and Organisation.
D. Expenditure.
E. Proposed further steps in Prison Reform.
F. Regulations issued.
G. Letters explanatory of introduction of new system for restricting association.

Explanatory address to prisoners.
H. Circulars issued to various officers in connection with the reformatory treatment

of young prisoners. ‘

A.—Reformatory Treatment and Glassification.
. D -A new system is being gradually brought into general operation by which the contaminating 
influences arising from association will be greatly restricted. Up to the present the majority of the 
prisoners are assembled together during the periods allowed for meals and for leisure, in various large 
yards according to their classification ; and little or no restriction or supervision can be exercised over 
their companionship or conversation during such times. No doubt this system allows of contamination 
to take place. The new plan will lessen the chances of corruption by association, while, at the same 
time, it will carefully avoid treatment by solitude. Each one will have his own cell by night and will 
take his meals therein, while he will work, and exercise and attend religious instruction in company. 
The preliminary work of fitting each cell with a light for night use, and with suitable furniture, 
necessarily occupies much time and labour, but the work is getting well ahead, and by the close of the 
year 1898, most of the large gaols will be under the new plan, which has already been brought into 
suecessul operation at Berrima and Young.

2. The large gaol at Goulburn has been set aside for the special treatment of first offenders 
serving sentences of twelve months and upwards, and the officers have instructions to carefully watch 
and assist in every possible way to bring about the prisoners’ reformation.

3. Reformatory treatment of young prisoners between the ages of 16 and 25 serving sentences of 
twelve months and under, has been made to include physical drill. Two new Regulations, which 
explain themselves are as follows :—

Physical Drill for Seventh Class Prisoners.
Regulation 34.

Paragraph 24. Upon the completion of fourteen days of his sentence any prisoner may be 
selected by the Comptroller-General (unless there are medical reasons to the contrary) for special 
exercise in physical drill. This training may continue during the remainder of the sentence or may be 
determined at any time by the Comptroller-General or by the Visiting Surgeon. The exercise shall 
occupy at least one hour in the morning and one hour in the afternoon of every working day, and 
during the course of training, notwithstanding the foregoing rules, each prisoner shall wear a flannel 
undershirt, shall bathe daily unless there are medical reasons to the contrary, and shall receive the 
highest ration allotted to seventh class prisoners, viz.—No. 9.

Paragraph 25. In the cases of well-conducted prisoners who have served three months and 
upwards, the Comptroller-General may relax any of the foregoing rules during the seven days immedi
ately preceding the date when they become due for discharge, and may, where he thinks it desirable or 
necessary, communicate with the parents or guardians of such prisoners, notifying them of the date of 
discharge, and inviting them to take measures to obtain employment for such prisoners, and to meet 
them on discharge. Such discharges may take place in special cases at any time on the day preceding 
the date of discharge at the Comptroller-General’s discretion. He may also, during the last seven 
days of their sentences, allow such well-conducted prisoners to write a letter to their parents or 
guardians daily, and to receive letters from them, and he may further allow daily visits from such 
parents or guardians, being persons of good repute, the object being to arouse interest in the prisoners 
and to afford opportunity to their relatives to obtain employment for them prior to discharge.

It will be seen that very great alterations have been made in the existing treatment as regards 
exercise, diet, bathing, &c. A vigorous effort will be made to turn these young people out mentally 
and physically sound, and the Visiting Officers, including the Chaplains, have been specially and indi
vidually invited to assist’in aiding their reformation.

4. Classification of female prisoners.—Important alterations are now going on in Darlinghurst, 
Bathurst, and Biloela, in order to allow of a more complete separation of young from old offenders, and 
of first convicted from those who have been in gaol before. The prostitute class will be kept apart from 
others. To a great extent the classification has already been accomplished.

. 5. Two important Regulations dealing with prisoners awaiting trial were brought into operation 
at the commencement of the year. They provide—firstly, that “ Prisoners awaiting trial who have not 
been previously convicted shall be kept apart, wherever practicable, from prisoners awaiting trial who 
have been previously convicted ”; and secondly, that “Convicted prisoners awaiting trial on further 
charges are to be kept separate from other prisoners until such charges are dealt with, unless instruc
tions to the contrary are issued by the Comptroller-General.” Much good is hoped for from the 
operations of this new departure in procedure. -

■ 6. In order to stimulate habits of good order and of industry, a considerable concession has been
made to prisoners serving sentences of 12 months and under by the extension of the Scale of Remission. 
It will be observed that a distinction has been made between the privileges earnable by first, second, 
and third offenders. Probably, New South Wales is more liberal in this matter than any other 
country; but there can be no doubt about its being a step in the right direction.

7.
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7. Lights are being fixed in all cells for the first time, and the gaol libraries now contain the
works of Thackeray, Dickens, Scott, and other standard authors. A light will be allowed to 8'30 p.rn., 
and three issues of books granted weekly. Misconduct will cause a suspension of these privileges. In 
connection with the libraries, it may be pointed out that the Government has this year doubled the 
usual grant for the purchase of books. _ . , .

8. To minimise the risk of recognition by former fellow-prisoners after leaving gaol, a plan is 
being brought into operation whereby prisoners will be called by numbers instead of being named. 
This has already been attended by good results.

B.—Labour and Industry.
9. The industries have been, so far as possible, placed upon a business footing, and a strong 

effort has been made to secure work from the various Government departments. This has led to a 
large increase in work, and the gaol industries are busier than they have been for years. At present 
we have more orders in hand than we can possibly accomplish for some time.

10. The labour schedules have been revised in the direction of increasing the work allotted to 
each person. This has decreased idleness, while it has added to the good order of the gaols. The old 
offenders have, of course, not welcomed the change, which has been made more unpleasant to them by 
the reduction in the scale of labour gratuities. Every man has a weekly task to accomplish. Upon 
its completion there is placed to his credit a sum decreasing in value according to whether he is a first, 
second, or third time offender. If he has had more than three convictions, he receives nothing for his 
task, but is allowed (in common with all classes) to earn a small remuneration by working overtime. 
This, with deprivation of various dietary privileges for laziness, prompts the old offender to habits of

11. The waste grounds of the different gaols have, wherever practicable, been placed under 
cultivation with good results from both moral and economical points of view. It is hoped that in time 
nearly all prison-used vegetables will be prison-grown.

C.—Discipline and Organisation.
12. An entirely new system of night watch was brought into operation, ensuring the proper 

vigilance of the night guards. In connection with this the hours of night-duty were materially 
shortened, the old "system of twenty-four hours of continuous duty was abolished, and check clocks
were placed so as to provide for the various posts being frequently visited.

13. Possibly in no respect was reform more required than improving the procedure by which
admission to the subordinate ranks of officers was gained. A system of examination has been instituted 
which provides for the entrance to the service of only fairly educated men of good character, and the 
promotion of those really deserving advancement by reason of their educational attainments, their 
personal qualifications, and their knowledge of penological matters, including the routine of prison 
work and the humane treatment of prisoners. A regular system of holiday leave has been made 
applicable to all grades of warders, who have also been granted, when necessary, four weeks’ sick leave 
annually on pay. Formerly a warder absent sick had to pay for a substitute. In other directions, 
such as the provision for refreshments while on night watch, the pecuniary allowance to drill officers, 
Sunday leave, leave prior to the retirement of deserving members of the staff, &c., the officers have 
benefited. A Regulation will shortly be issued materially reducing the charge for quarters, which means 
an increase in pay to those warders occupying quarters. On the other hand, discipline has been tightened 
up, drill has been enforced, dirty uniforms, slovenly methods, and grumbling incapacity have been 
strictly dealt with, and anything like favouritism or harshness to prisoners has been discountenanced. 
Very naturally the old order of warders has not appreciated these changes. _

14. A handbook of Drill and Procedure has been specially compiled for the information and
instruction of all classes of gaol officers. '

15. Inspectorial visits from Head Office increased.—Last year every prison was inspected at 
least once by the Comptroller-General, while many were-visited more frequently. In addition, the 
Deputy-Comptroller and Inspector made numerous visits. These inspections were all made at uncertain 
periods, and occasionally (to test the night watch) between midnight and early morning.

16. Prisoners are drilled to move orderly and in rank when going to and from various parts of 
the prisons. Silence is required on these occasions.

17. Considerable reduction has been made in the number of sweepers, cleaners, and other
domestics about the gaols. Old hands have been disallowed the privilege of easy billets on re-entry 
into gaol. Indulgences are only allowed where earned and after strict inquiry. Attendances at bathing 
have been doubled, and untidiness, dirty boots, or uncleanliness have been rigorously dealt with. 
Loafing in lavatories has been effectually checked by the introduction of the check system. Greater 
cleanliness and order in the yards have been insisted upon. _

18. On the other hand, unnecessary discomforts have been put a stop to, in the shape of cold 
meals, the publicity in bathing, the non-setting apart of separate baths for diseased persons, insufficient 
towelling, bedding, and clothing (especially in the cases of the female prisoners who were most badly 
off in the latter relpect), and of other irritants. In this matter of towelling, bedding, and clothing, 
the expense in providing the extras last year amounted to over £1,000 in Darlinghurst alone. As 
pointed out before, the libraries have been considerably added to by the introduction of literature 
hitherto disallowed, but which is calculated to exert a wholesome influence.

19. All of these changes, with the prospect of many more to come, would very naturally tend
to irritate the prisoners, yet their conduct generally has been very satisfactory. The bulk of the 
prisoners conformed to law and order, and really appreciated the changes, which were plainly made in 
the cause of reform and good order. Over 95 percent, of those committed underwent no punishment; 
while for the first time for many years, not one single case of corporal punishment, for offences 
committed in prison, occurred. ’ .

20. Decrease in the number of committals to gaol.—During the past two years the committals 
have greatly decreased. In 1896 there were 1,540 less than in 1895, and 1896 showed a further drop 
of 2,275, making a total decrease of 3,815 in the two years. The committals during 1897 were 
considerably less than they have been for many years, while, on the other hand, the general population 
of the country has largely increased. Without claiming too much for the penal administration, the 
improved methods before referred to have no doubt had some share in checking the growth of the gaol 
population. Elsewhere a chart is attached showing the progress of crime as compared with the 
increase of the general population since 1880.

D.—Expenditure.
21. Since June 1896, a careful reorganisation of the different prisons has taken place. Inquiries 

were also directed as to the possibility of reducing the staff, and so decreasing the expenditure without 
lessening the efficiency. This occupied much time and careful inquiry, but the result has been to effect 
a large saving in cost, without in any way impairing security and good order. No dismissals took 
place for purposes of retrenchment, but, as situations became vacant from various causes, they were 
not refilled. The reduction being gradually brought about has not yet made itself entirely felt in the 
accounts for the yearly expenditure, the decrease month by month since June, 1896, being brought 
about by instalments of more or less importance. Up to the close of 1897, the regular staff was 
reduced by 56, the salaries thus saved representing a considerable sum. The rearrangement of the 
female prison; and possibly the abolition or reduction in status of some of the country gaols, will 
admit of a still further reduction in the future. But what has so far been done in the direction of

economy
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economy will be gathered by comparing the salaries for June, 1896 (£6,794), with those for March, 
1898 (£5,574), showing a saving on salaries at the rate of nearly £15,000 per annum. The Contingency 
Vote for the year ended June, 1896, was £35,400. As the financial year does not end until next June, 
our expenditure in this direction cannot be accurately put down, but it is not likely to exceed £30,500, 
which will, of course, show a further saving.

Notwithstanding the saving effected, certain of the changes made have not been carried into 
operation without a large expenditure. The numerous improvements in sanitary matters, provisions, 
lighting, &c., the increase in the number of prisoners transferred in order to carryout certain new 
methods of classification, have swelled the expenditure; while the concessions to the warders’ staff, in 
annual leave, sick leave, refreshments to night watch, and so forth, have caused a charge against the 
salaries vote at the rate of over £1,200 per annum.

JE.—Proposed further steps in Reform.
. In the *uture ifc is proposed to gradually carry out the following plans, amongst others, as 

circumstances permit:— •
• 1. Separate prison for females to be constructed on modern lines, so as to admit of the segrega

tion, within its walls, of the different classes who need to be kept apart; and of their special treatment 
aJjarefu”y selected staff on humane and up to date ideas. When this is done, a further saving will 

be effected by the withdrawal of the majority of the prisoners with their attendant staffs of warders, 
who are now scattered all over the country. This removal will afford more room for the classification 
of the male prisoners.

a- j ^enitentiary ^or misdemeanants, for the reception of the casual drunk, vagrant, and petty 
offender who now have to be housed imperfectly and dealt with more or less unsuitably at Biloela and 
Darlinghurst. The proposed plan for building the place shows that it would not be costly to construct; 
and its design -would be altogether different to that of the present prison buildings. By its establish
ment we should be able to do away with Biloela, which is only used now as a makeshift, and to relieve 
Darlinghurst from its overcrowded state, and its large expenditure ; and, at the same time, remove 

■ ^ro?1 Darlinghurst a large army of habitual misdemeanants who now seriously embarrass the discipline 
and administration in very many ways. - r
. . 3* Inebriate Asylum.—This will substitute more rational treatment for habitual drunkards than
is now the case. Prison life is no good for these people, as is generally admitted. The institution will 
be an asylum or hospital, rather than on prison lines, and it is suggested that the control be placed in 
the hands of a medical specialist, supervised by a Board of Visitors composed of the Comptroller- 
General of Prisons, the Chief Medical Officer, and the Inspector-General of Insane. Commitment should 

i j i? in<^e"ni^e term, but in no case would an inmate remain for more than three years. Penalties 
would be provided to punish persons illegally interfering, communicating, or otherwise molesting the 
inmates, or assisting or inducing them to escape, or harbouring them after escape ; and inmates impro
perly absent without leave would be liable to arrest and extra detention. After a sojourn of twelve 
months, the Board should have the power to liberate any inmate on license by finding of sureties, or 
on his own recognizance, or absolutely. Where not released absolutely, a relapse into drink 
would insure further institutional detention. The asylum should be a pleasant place, amidst pleasant 
surroundings, and should contain within its grounds ample opportunities for cheerful outdoor work, 
vegetable and floral gardening, various industrial occupations, gymnasia, swimming and other baths, 
library and recreation hall, church, refectory, and the necessary quarters, sleeping accommodation, and 
offices. Where the patients’ friends were persons of good repute, visits should be freely allowed, and 
there should be every facility for letter-writing. In some cases leave might be allowed, and there 
would be no reason why inmates might not be allowed to send a portion of their earnings'—derived 
from occupations in the asylum—to their families. Where persons were found to be able to contributej 
the committing magistrate would make an order on their estate for such payments, but no difference 
would be made in their treatment. Such latter persons might, however, be handed over to any 
private inebriate retreat which might be established for paying patients ; but all such patients would 
come under the provisions of the Act and the supervision and control of the Board of Visitors.
• v, now doling with the whole question of the treatment of lunatics in gaol, and it
is hoped that the result of their conference will be to remedy the present unsatisfactory system, and 
to remove from the prisons a class of unfortunates who cannot be treated properly therein, and who 
now cause the penal administration much embarrassment and expense without beneficial results.

. removal of the classes referred to in the preceding four paragraphs would clear the
prisons of great obstacles to successful work. It will also afford greater scope for reformative treat
ment of the more legitimate class of prisoners, and will bring about that most desirable result, the 
separate confinement of each prisoner at night. This is now impossible because of the lack of accommo
dation. Opportunity will also be afforded for the complete extension of the new .Restricted Association 
fey stem before alluded to.

Proposals have also been made to build on the gaol grounds, but without the walls, detached 
cottages for the accommodation of the prison officers and their families. These dwellings would be 
comfortable places fitted with baths and the most modern sanitary appliances ; and arrangements 
would be made by which a common hall, fitted up with books, papers, &c., would afford chances for 
recreation, self-improvement, and so on. The various classes of warders would be decently housed in 
close proximity to their work and they would be able to easily reach home for meals. The prison 
authorities would also derive advantage from the fact of having a reserve force close at hand, instead of 
as is now the case, scattered about in different parts of the towns where the prisons are situated.
. It is also proposed at an early date to bring about an improvement in the methods of instruct-
mg illiterate prisoners. There is no very clear principle pursued at present and women are not taught 
at all. It is a matter, however, which will require careful and delicate handling.

8. Considerable alterations will shortly be carried out at Darlinghurst Gaol in the direction of 
affording more space to the male division ; a readjustment of the female portion of the prison so as to 
allow of classification of those prisoners deemed suitable for detention there ; and the construction of 
bathing, reception, and attiring rooms, fitted with sanitary appliances enabling the proper cleansing 
and purification of prisoners on arrival to be undertaken. At present this cannot be done, and the 
cleanliness of the gaol naturally suffers.

• ^1^,ere are otl16!1 important matters which present themselves for future consideration—notably 
the introduction of a modified system of Bertillonage to bring about a more perfect system of identifica
tion of criminals but what has been stated will show that considerable progress has of late been made 
to introduce improved methods in our prison system, and that further progress is aimed at in the future.

t1* e flues^on of penal administration is a most trying one. It is fraught with tremendous 
difficulties, and is by no means to be solved in such an offhand way as is sometimes proposed. It is 
easy for irresponsible persons to condemn and criticise, but it is plainly not at all easy to propound 
remedies. As has well been said “ The vox populi is by no means necessarily the Vox Dei in penal 
matters any more than in general politics and there should exist an ever vigilant hesitation as to the 
acceptance of fashionable dogmas or popular conclusions.” •

Any step taken in prison procedure needs to be taken slowly and after great consideration. 
.Progress must necessarily proceed with caution. In this country a careful watch is kept upon the 
system pursued abroad with a view to introducing, if practicable, any points which prove successful 
elsewhere. But there are many disadvantages to contend against. Old buildings of unsuitable con
struction, want of accommodation, the scattered population rendering centralisation impossible, and 
other great disadvantages, all offer obstacles to complete success. Possibly, nearly as much is done as 
can be done, taking all the difficulties into consideration, and perfection is clearly one of those unattain
able things which cannot be looked for. w_
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^ F.—Regulations issued.
Department of Justice, Sydney, 16th June, 1897.

His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased, under the 
Acts 4 Victoria No. 29 and 37 Victoria No. 14, to approve of the following Regulations being 
substituted for Gaol Regulations Nos. 60 and 70. _S ALBERT J. GOULD.

Visitors to Gaols.
60. No persons shall visit the Gaols without an order from the Minister of Justice, the Comp

troller-General, or the Visiting Justice, except the Ministers of the Crown and the Judges (who may 
personally introduce visitors), and Magistrates of the Colony. .

Children under sixteen years of age shall not be admitted unless specially authorised by the 
Minister of Justice or the Comptroller-General.

Visitors shall not be allowed access to those parts of any prison where they are likely to meet 
with prisoners of the opposite sex, unless specially authorised by the Minister of Justice or the Comp- 
rtroller-General. . . -i j

Visitors wishing to inspect the Metropolitan Gaol at Darlinghurst will be admitted on Mondays 
and Fridays only, between the hours of 10 a.m. and 12 noon, and 1 and 3 p.m., if warders can 
conveniently be spared to accompany them, but not more than three full parties will be admitted at one 
time. .

Visitors wishing to inspect Country Gaols will be admitted at reasonable hours on any working 
day, at th‘e discretion of the Visiting Justice. #

Parties of persons visiting any gaol must not exceed six in number. No prisoner shall be allowed, 
under any circumstances, to speak to, or to hold any communication with, such visitors without the 
.authority of the officer-in-charge. ,

No officer of a prison or gaol shall at any time receive a fee, or gratuity of any kind, from 
visitors, or from any prisoner, on any pretext whatever.

Prisoners to be discharged. -
70. Prisoners will be discharged, as having completed their sentences, upon the following 

rules viz *
In sentences exceeding three days, at 6'30 o’clock a.m. ; days of admission and discharge each 

counting as one day. „„ , , .
In sentences of three days, at 5 o’clock p.m. on third day. When the sentence expires on a 

Sunday, the prisoner will be discharged, if his sentence exceed seven days, on the Saturday 
previous. <

In the lesser sentences, he will be detained until the Sunday. . . . . , ,
The Gaoler may, in his discretion, permit any prisoner, at his own desire, to remain m the gaol 

over the night, or until he shall have had his breakfast, or in the case of sickness, and by his own wish,
until he can be disposed of. . • , . 4. rr • i-n

In the cases of prisoners completing their sentences at the intermediate prison at Inal rsay, the 
Comptroller-General shall have power to order the release from custody of any prisoner at a time not 
•exceeding seven days previous to the date upon which he would otherwise become eligible tor discharge 
to enable him to travel by steamer, in the event of such steamer leaving Trial Bay during that time.

Department of Justice, Sydney, 28th September, 1897. 
His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased, under the 
Acts 4 Victoria No. 29 and 37 Victoria No. 14, to approve of the following Regulation being substituted
for Gaol Regulation No. 35. ALBERT J. GOULD.

General Rules eor Conduct.
35. Prisoners will strictly observe the following rules of conductmu u 

(L) They are required promptly to obey all orders they may receive from their omcers. Ihougn 
they should consider themselves aggrieved by such orders, they must nevertheless obey, but 
may afterwards complain to the Gaoler or the Comptroller-General. No complaint on any 
matter will be taken notice of unless made within one week after the occurrence to which it

(2.)

(3.)

(4.)

(5.)

(6.)

(7.)

has reference
Using improper language, quarrelling, making false statements or giving false replies to 
questions either verbally or in writing, gambling, disrespectful conduct or inattention at 
muster or at drill, smoking without authority, or in any but the place appointed, tratncking, 
damaging or defacing the wards, cells, books, fittings, or furniture of the prison, shaping the 
spoons as knives, cutting on the tables, walls, or forms, or tattooing the body or altering 
existing marks thereon, are strictly prohibited, and offenders will be liable to punishment 
for every such offence. No scratching or marking, however slight, on the walls or furniture 
will be overlooked. . . . ,, . .
Prisoners are never to light pieces of paper, rags, or other articles, either in their cells, airing 
yards, or any other part of the prison ; and they are strictly prohibited from having in tn®ir 
possession tobacco, money, sharp instruments, or any other article not issued to them by the 
prison authorities. ,, ........ , .
Prisoners are not allowed to alter their clothing. They are held responsible for its kept
in repair, properly marked, and clean. They are not to leave any article of their clothing on
the works. . . . . .
Should any prisoner be dissatisfied with the quantity or quality of his. rations, he must state 
his complaint as soon as the meal has been given to him. No complaint respecting quantity 
will be attended to afterwards. No rations are to be taken out of the mess-room. Refuse 
food is not to be thrown or left on the table or floors, but it is to be put into an empty plate 
or dish, which is to be placed in the centre of the table. No defect in the rations, either as 
to quantity or quality, will justify prisoners in refusing to go to their work, or in any other 
act of disobedience. ,
Prisoners are not to leave School or Divine Service before being regularly dismissed, nor are 
they to leave the ranks at muster, nor their places of work during labour hours, without 
permission of the officer in whose charge they may be at the time. ^
At all musters, prisoners are required to be in their places in the ranks immediately after the
oeii rings. • , . , _ .. . , .

(8.) Prisoners will preserve strict silence at all musters, at meals, in the dormitories and. cells at 
night, while undergoing solitary confinement, and while marching to and from their place of 
labour, which they will do in regular and orderly manner. tll

(9.) Prisoners will invariably touch their hats when passing or addressing an officer, and will 
always stand up (except when at meals) when any of the principal officers or visitors enter 
the messrooms or yards. . . ,

(10.) Prisoners are to be attentive and diligent in performing whatever description of labour may 
be assigned to them. They are on no account to be idle during the authorised hours of labour, 
but must continue to devote themselves actively to the work during the day. They will, 
when requisite, apply to the Overseer for instruction as to the manner of performing tnmr 
work. Any wilful or negligent mismanagement of work will subject the offender to 
punishment. ^
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(11.) Prisoners desirous of seeing the Comptroller-General or Visiting Justice must apply to the 
Officer under whose charge they may be to have their names placed on a list to be kept for 
the purpose. The same rule will apply in case of visits of Ministers of the Crown, or other 
gentlemen in a public position, visiting the Gaol. Prisoners are warned against making 
frivolous or groundless complaints. For making such complaints they are liable to be punished.

(12.) No prisoner shall, on any pretence, leave his work or allotted place of labour without the 
permission of the Officer.

(13.) All games, jumping, wrestling, singing, or conductor alike description are strictly prohibited.
(14.) Prisoners are prohibited from lounging on their beds, unless by permission, which will only 

be given in case of illness.
(15.) Notwithstanding anything in these Regulations or General Orders, prisoners of the 1st 

and 2nd classes serving sentences of over twelve mouths will only be associated for labour, 
exercise, and religious instruction, under close supervision, wherever the circumstances of the 
prison may render such treatment practicable. And to minimise, as far as possible, the risk 
of being recognised by former fellow-prisoners after leaving gaol, such prisoners may be 
designated by numbers in place of being called by their names. Seventh-class prisoners may 
also be subjected to the operations of the latter part of this Regulation.

Department of Justice, Sydney, 21 December, 1897. 
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased, 
under the Acts 4 Victoria No. 29 and 37 Victoria No. 14, to make the following additional Regulation, 

' to stand as No. 8a of the Gaol Regulations, viz. :—

8a.—Rules Governing the Appointment and Engagement op Warders.
' (A.)

, Candidates for employment.
1. No person willbe accepted as a candidate for employment as warder who is unable to produce 

satisfactory references, and who does not fulfil the following conditions, viz. :—Age, from 25 to 35 ; 
height, 5 feet 10 inches or upwards, of proportionate build, and physically sound. Possessed of a fair 
degree of education. Excepting in special cases, experience in some disciplinary service from which 
good references must be produced. Applicants with the foregoing qualifications must fill in (in their 
own handwriting) forms of application to be obtained at the office of the Comptroller-General.

(B.)
Probationary Warders.

_ 2. If selected for employment a period of twelve months will be served as probationary warders,
during which term their services may be dispensed with at any time, and no leave will be allowed. 
Warders are paid for every day, including Sundays and public holidays.

3. It must be distinctly understood by probationary, in common with all other classes of 
warders, that appointments are not to any particular gaol,.but to the service generally, and that 
transfers from one establishment to another may take place at any time. Implicit obedience must be 
given to the Rules, Regulations, and General Orders.

4. During the probationary service, it will be necessary to pass an examination to the satisfaction
of the Comptroller-General in the following subjects :— .

Pull mark
(a) Handwriting, j To be tested by writing from dictation, an extract from a newspaper) 50
(b) Spelling ......  j containing.not less than 50 words. / 50
(cj Arithmetic ... First four simple rules ....................................................................................  50
(d) Duties of a warder, including the writing of reports, the system of drill and night-

watch as laid down in the Handbook, and the general Rules and Regulations' ..........  100

Total...................................... 250
Not less than 125 will constitute a pass.
5. While the passing of such examination will be obligatory, no person will be placed on the 

permanent staff who does not show fitness in other respects.
• (C.)

First and Second Class Warders.

6. After three years’ service in the lower grade, warders will be eligible for promotion to the 
ranks of Second and First Class, but in selecting men for promotion, ability, special aptitude, and 
exemplary conduct will be considered as greater qualifications than seniority. Warders should there
fore endeavour to acquire a general knowledge of the Gaol requirements for the higher grades in order 
to obtain promotion. First-class Warders should possess a thorough knowledge of drill as laid down 
in the Handbook, and should be able to drill a squad of seventh class prisoners in the physical exercises.

(D.)
Senior Warders.

. 7. First-class warders of one year’s standing only are eligible for vacancies in this grade. No one
will be appointed until he has-satisfied the Comptroller-General of his ability to pass an examination 
m the following subjects :—

(a) Arithmetic to Simple Proportion............................................................................................ 50
(b) Handwriting and Dictation, tested by copying and correcting manuscript ............. ,...- 50
(c) Gaol Book-keeping—writing of reports and statements of evidence—the duties of

various posts—the General Regulations ......................................................................... 100

Extra subject.
Criminology—Du Cane’s Punishment and Prevention of Crime; Howard Association Peno

logical Principles ; N.S.W. Prison Report, 1896 ......................................................... 100
100‘will constitute a pass in the first three sections, 50 marks in the extra subject.

(E.)
First-class Warders.

8. ifirst-class warders must obtain the sanction of the Comptroller-General prior to undergoing 
examination as above, and such leave will be withheld where unsatisfactory conduct sheets or other 
disabilities present themselves.

(F.)
Chief Warders, Senior Warders (or Acting Gaolers) in charge of Minor Gaols.

,. . .?•■ Senior warders showing special ability in the humane management of prisoners, and in gaol 
discipline generally, are eligible for these posts without further educational examination, but it is 
expected that they should possess a fair knowledge of the theoretical as Well as of the practical 
principles of prison treatmedt and procedure.
^ 1®. Promotion beyond the foregoing ranks will be in accordance with :the conditions of'the
Public'Serttee Act. cn. \
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(G.)
General Rules applicable to all grades

11. While passing in the foregoing subjects will be considered obligatory, no one will be eligible 
for promotion who does not possess the necessary personal qualifications. Any expense m connection 
with the examination, &c., must be boine by the officer concerned. Examinations will be held at such 
times and places as may be convenient to the Department, and it will be the duty of the visiting and 
other superior officers of prisons to render the Comptroller-General such assistance in the conduct and 
holding of such examinations as he may require.

12. Refreshment.—All warders on night guard after midnight in gaols where the system of 
watch is m operation, as defined m section 5 of the Handbook, will be provided with refreshment, as 
laid down in the scale sanctioned by the Minister of Justice.

13. Second and third class -warders showing special proficiency in the management and drilling 
of prisoners are eligible for selection as mstiuctois in physical exeicise to seventh class prisoners, as 
laid down in the Handbook, section 2, for which they w ill receive extra pay at an authoused scale.

14. Sick lea\e.—After three j ears’ serwee, sick lea-\e may he granted by the Comptroller- 
General to a warder of any lank upon production of a certificate from the Visiting Surgeon or Govern
ment Medical Officer (where there is no regular Gaol Surgeon) that illness unfits him for duty, and that 
such illness has not been brought about by misconduct or fault. A recommendation must also be 
forwarded in such a case by the Go\ ernor. Such leave may be with full pay duung the first fortnight, 
and on half pay during the second fortnight. When s’ck leave beyond a week is allowed on pay m 
any one year the next annual lea\e maybe proportionately deducted. Sickness must be immediately 
reported, and where warders arepre\ented from attending the gaol at the opening thereof, a messenger 
must attend on his behalf to explain the reasons, otherwise a fine may be inflicted. In cases of 
extended absence, fresh medical certificates must be furnished whenever required, and m cases where 
no visiting surgeons are attached to the gaols, any expense attendant shall be paid by the peison 
concerned.

15. The foregoing Rules will come into operation on the 1st January, 1898, but probationary 
warders m the service prior to that date wull not be affected by the operations of clauses 4 and 5

ALBERT J. GOULD.

[]2xt?'act from Public Service Regulations ] 
Prisons Department.

166. (1.) The following shall be the rates of salary per annum, inclusive of pay for Sundays and 
Public Hobdays, of Acting Gaolers, Acting Matrons, Wardeis, Overseers, and other subordinate 
officers of the Prisons Department who ha\e been appointed or promoted to any of the positions men
tioned since the 31st October, 1897 :—

Position
Rate of Salary pei annum

Minimum Maximum

£ £
Chief Warders, after 3 years’ service................................... 192
Chief Warders . ................ • 184
Acting Gaolers, 1st Giade.. . .... 168 174
Senior Warders..................... .. ........................... 162 174
First-class Warders ............. . ... . 144 156
Second-class Warders ... .......................... •• 134 138
Third-class Wardeis ................................................... •• 117 129
Probationaiy Warders . . . . . ........... 110
Principal Female Warders ... • 132 150
Forewomen ................... 104 no
Female Warders ......... ... . 76 100
Probationers .................................. 70
Chief Overseeis ... ... ..................... • • 168 180
Overseers . *. . . ..................... • • 154 160
Foreman of Woiks .... .................... • • • 138 150
Acting Gaoleis, 2nd Grade ........ . ... . 20
Acting Gaolets, Bid Grade......................... ... • 15
Acting Matrons, 1st Grade ... ......................................... 10
Acting Matrons, 2nd Giade.................................. ................ 5

Yearly
Inclement

£

6
6
6
4
6

6
6
6

’ 6 
6 
6

The increments shall not be allowed unless the Comptroller-General is satisfied with the efficiency
or conduct of the officer concerned.

At Trial Bay Prison the Chief Overseer shall receive a salary of £210 per annum, the Overseers 
£186, and the Foremen £170 per annum, mthout deductions for quarters where such are 
allowed. .

Probationary Warders in the service prior to the 30th September last shall be eligible for promotion 
to the position of Third-class Warder on the full pay of that grade, m accordance with the 
old rules, subject to good conduct and ability.

(2 ) To meet the extra cost of living or other special eireumstances, all classes of warders 
stationed at the undei mentioned places shall receive extra payments’ at the following rates per
annum :— _

Wilcannia, Moree, Walgett ...
Trial Bay .... .
Broken Hill, Bourke, Hay, Cobar 

(3.) Warders and other persons mentioned in clause 1 of this Regulation who are provided 
with quarters, &c., shall be charged the following rates therefor:—

Married—Quarters, fuel, and light only, £1 8 per annum.
Single— do do £15 do.

Exceptions to this rule will be made m the cases of Th ird class Warders who are required for 
special leasons to sleep on the Gaol premises at Bathurst, Forbes, Maitland, and Wagga Wagga, and 
who will be charged at the rate of 10s. monthly for the quarters provided for them.

Acting Gaolers of all grades at present holding such positions shall not be charged for quarters. 
But all such officers of the 1st grade who may bo hereafter appointed will be charged for married 
quarters.

Where rations are provided a further charge of £15 per annum in addition to the above rates 
will be made. .

(4 ) The salaries specified in these Regulations, after making the deductions therein men
tioned, shall he taken in substitution for the salaries and allowances specified in page 4180 of the 
Gazette dated the 17th June, 1896. _____  Department

£20
£12
£10
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Department of Justice, Sydney, 10 January, 1898.
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased, 
under the Acts 4 Victoria No. 29 and 37 Victoria No. 14, to approve of the following Regulation 
being substituted for Gaol Regulation No. 31.

ALBERT J. GOULD.
Peisoneks of the 4th Class.

31. Prisoners awaiting trial shall have the privileges above defined for prisoners of the 3rd 
Class:—

(1.) They shall be permitted, at all reasonable times, to see their legal adviser, being a certified 
attorney or solicitor, or his clerk, authorised in writing, as also any relations or friends 
requiring to see them in reference to their trial. They may see other relations and friends 
twice in each week, or more frequently if there be special reason. The Governor of the Gaol 
may, if he see fit, decline to admit any such visitors, the persons refused admission having, 
however, the right of appeal to the Sheriff, and, if necessary, to the Minister of Justice.

(2.) They will be allowed sufficient air and exercise consistently with safe custody.
(3.) Prisoners under examination will be allowed no communication in the prison, nor with any 

persons except their legal advisers, unless specially sanctioned by the Justice conducting the 
examination.

(4.) The Gaoler will exercise a discretion to prevent any communication to or by prisoners under 
committal, whereby the ends of justice may be frustrated ; but he will, at the same time, see 

_ that such prisoners are not deprived of the fair and proper, means of organising their defence.
(5.) Prisoners awaiting trial w’ho have not been previously convicted shall be kept apart, whenever 

practicable, from prisoners awaiting trial who have been previously convicted.
(6.) Convicted prisoners awaiting trial on further charges are to be kept separate from other 

prisoners until such-charges are dealt with, unless instructions to the contrary are issued by 
the Comptroller-General.

Department of Justice, Sydney, 6 April, 1898.
His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased to approve 
of the following Regulations (2), with regard to the treatment of prisoners of the seventh-class, being 
made under the provisions of the “ Prisons Regulation Act,” 4 Victoria No. 29, and the “Prisons Act 
of 1874,” 37 Victoria No. 14, and of such Regulations standing as paragraphs 24 and 25 of Gaol Regu
lation No. 34. ALBERT J. GOULD.

(24.) Upon the completion of fourteen days of his sentence any prisoner may be selected by the 
Comptroller-General (unless there are medical reasons to the contrary) for special exercise in physical 
drill. This training may continue during the remainder of the sentence, or may be determined at any 
time by the Comptroller-General or by the Visiting Surgeon. . The exercise shall occupy at least one 
hour in the morning and one hour in the afternoon of every working day; and during the course of 
training, notwithstanding the foregoing rules, each prisoner shall wear a flannel undershirt, shall bathe 
daily unless there are medical reasons to the contrary, and shall receive the highest ration allotted to 
seventh-class prisoners, viz., No. 9.

(25.) In the cases of well-conducted prisoners who have served three months and upwards, the 
Comptroller-General may relax any of the foregoing rules during the seven days immediately preceding 
the date when they become due for discharge, and may, where he thinks it desirable or necessary, 
communicate with the parents or guardians of such prisoners, notifying them of the date of discharge, 
and inviting them to take measures to obtain employment for such prisoners and to meet them on 
discharge. Such discharges may take place in special cases at any time on the day preceding the date 
of discharge, at the Comptroller-General’s discretion. He may also, during the last seven days of their 
sentences, allow such well-conducted prisoners to write a letter to their parents or guardians daily, 
and to receive letters from them; and he may further allow daily visits from such parents or guardians, 
being persons of good repute, the object being to arouse interest in the prisoners, and to afford oppor
tunity to their relatives to obtain employment for them prior to discharge.

Department of Justice, Sydney, 25th April, 1898.
His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased, under the 
Acts 4 Victoria No. 29 and 37 Victoria No. 14, to approve of the following Regulation being substituted 
for Gaol Regulation No. 80.

His Excellency the Governor, with the like advice, has also been pleased to approve of the 
operation of the provisions Contained in paragraph 1 of this Regulation taking effect in the cases of 
prisoners who, at the time of the notification of this Regulation in the Government Gazette, may be 
undergoing sentences exceeding three months and not exceeding twelve months, only in respect of so 
much of those sentences as will be served after the date of such notification.

ALBERT J. GOULD.
Remission of Sentences. ■

80. Brisoners will, by continuous good conduct and industry, become eligible to a remission of 
sentence in proportion to the term served by them in accordance with the subjoined scale. In cases 
of cumulative sentences, the united period shall be deemed the term of sentence, but any sentence that 
may be imposed upon a prisoner for escaping or attempting to escape from lawful custody, or from any 
prison or place of detention, shall not be included in the period upon which the remission is to be 
calculated, but shall be added to the term a prisoner is required to serve under this Regulation.

. Scale.
(1.) Sentences exceeding twelve months, but not exceeding five years, a service of five-sixths.

Sentences beyond five, but not exceeding ten years, a service of four-fifths.
Sentences of more than ten years, a service of three-fourths of the term.
Prisoners in gaol for the first time, undergoing sentences of over six months and not exceeding 

twelve months, a remission of four days for each month.
Prisoners in gaol for the second time, undergoing sentences of over six months, and not exceeding 

twelve months, a remission of three days for each month.
Prisoners in gaol for the third or more times, undergoing sentences of over six months and not 

exceeding twelve months, a remission of two days for each month.
Prisoners in gaol for the first time, undergoing sentences of over three months and not exceeding 

six months, a remission of three days for each month.
(The definition of a “ First time imprisonment ” is any prisoner who has actually served a 

sentence of or exceeding forty-eight hours, whether in default of paying fine or otherwise.)
But this Regulation shall not be applied to sentences commuted from capital convictions. 

Prisoners under such sentences shall not, however, be debarred from having the circumstances of their 
case taken into consideration. This Regulation also shall not be applicable to prisoners serving 
sentences not exceeding three months.
(2.) By good conduct is meant not merely the prisoner’s obedience to all prison and penal rules, but a 

readiness to assist in maintaining order, and a willingness, as well as steady industry, in every 
employment of work which may be required of him.

(3.) Any prisoner who may be placed in the cells as a punishment for misbehaviour, shall forfeit from 
his prescribed period of remission three days for each' day he is in such punishment. For 
each disorderly mark recorded against him he will lose two days from his remission, and one 
day will be deducted from his remission for each idle mark recorded against him.

4.
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(4.) Before the tenth day of each month the Gaoler will forward to the Comptroller-General, in a form 
prescribed, a return of all prisoners in his custody becoming eligible by servitude for remission 
during the following month, with the necessary information in each case, for decision by the 
Governor ; and such information shall include the returns of orderly and industrious or idle 
and disorderly marks, as the case may be, earned or incurred by the prisoner, as also of his 
punishments and general conduct.

(5.) In dealing with the cases sent in for remission, when the conduct of the prisoner is returned as 
“ good,” and he has earned the whole number of ordinary and industrious marks obtainable, 
the full remission will be recommended.

(6.) Any prisoner will be allowed, at the commencement of each week, to be informed as to the marks 
allotted to him for the week preceding ; and the Gaoler will investigate any complaint that 
the prisoner may make upon the subject.

G.—Letters explanatory of introduction of new system for restricting association.—
- Explanatory address to prisoners.

Sir, Department of Prisons, Comptroller-General’s Office, Sydney, 7 August, 1897.
Adverting to the suggestions contained in Article 3 of the Appendix IY of the last Annual 

Beport of this Department, I have the honor to ask the Minister’s approval to initiate, wherever 
practicable, the principle of separation for meals and rest with limited association under all possible 
supervision for work and exercise. All the cells at Berrima can now be lighted and the system can at 
once be introduced there. The other gaols can be similarly dealt with as the Government Architect 
completes the arrangements for providing the prisoners with artificial light at night. The proposed 
alteration in system will—if approval be given—be brought about gradually, and this will enable me 
to personally supervise the operation at each prison where it may be considered desirable to introduce 
the new plan. Some trouble and disorder will probably occur for a time, but this will be confined to 
the old-timers and worst characters, as I am quite sure that the better-disposed men will welcome the 
change.

Attached are submitted photographs showing new furniture and arrangement of cell. It is 
proposed to widen the hammocks generally, the present article being too narrow. Each photograph 
has, at the foot, an explanatory note describing the use of the 'various utensils.

I have, &c.,
FREDK. W. NEITENSTE1N,

The Under-Secretary of Justice. Comptroller-General.
Approved by the Hon. A. J. Gould, Minister of Justice.

Minute Paper.

Copy. Subject: Berrima Gaol; new system of restricted association.
Department of Prisons, Comptroller-General’s Office, Sydney. 

The new system of restricted association was, with the approval of the Minister, personally initiated 
by me at Berrima Gaol on the 14th ultimo. At 5 p.m. of the date mentioned, the prisoners were 
assembled as they left the works and were addressed by me. The objects and intention of the new 
departure were explained to them, and a condensed summary of my remarks was afterwards exhibited 
for general information, together with a copy of revised Regulation 35, section 15. I spent a few days 
at Berrima watching matters, and was pleased to find that no trouble of any kind occurred. The men 
seemed to appreciate the change, and I hope that this will be the feeling in the other prisons as the 
system is extended. The works prisoners at Berrima do not amount to a large number—there are 
usually thirty or so—but the experience gained by their reception of the new treatment may be of 
value when the system is being extended to the more populous gaols. As the Government Architect 
lights up the cells of the different prisons the extension will be gradually carried out.

I directed Mr. Keirnan to report to me how the system was working after it had been a few 
weeks in operation, and his report is now submitted for the Minister’s information.

The grant of £100 for books will not be enough to supply the whole of the establishments. At 
Portland Prison the chaplain states that there are considerably over 10,000 volumes for 900 prisoners, 
and four issues of books are allowed weekly. The proportion of books to prisoners in our gaols is 
nothing like this, and it would be very desirable in the interests of the new reformatory treatment 
indicated by section 15 of Regulation 35 that a larger grant be made.

FREDK. W. NEITENSTEIN,
The Under Secretary of Justice, B.C., 3/llf97. Comptroller-General.

Minute Paper.

Copy. Subject : Inadequacy of Grant for Prison Libraries.
Department of Prisons, Comptroller-General’s Office, Sydney. 

On former occasions I have invited attention to the fact that £100 is not a sufficient yearly grant 
to maintain the gaol libraries in proper condition. That sum is not enough to repair the wear and tear 
of twelve months’ use of books by the prisoners, and the libraries will necessarily go from bad to 
worse. Moreover, under the new rules approved by the Minister, the class of prisoners eligible for 
books has been largely extended, and the restriction of association will cause a still further demand on 
the resources of the libraries. It will be absolutely impossible to work the new system laid down in 
clause 15 of Regulation 35 with much measure of success unless we have an ample supply of wholesome 
literature. A vital principle of the system is to take away from a prisoner as much as possible the 
contaminating companionship of his fellows, and to substitute for it the wholesome companionship of 
good books.

It is therefore respectfully urged upon the Minister that a further sum of £200 be placed upon 
the Supplementary or Additional Estimates for the current financial year, in order to put the libraries 
in fair condition. FREDK. W. NEITENSTEIN,
The Under Secretary of Justice, B.C., 15|U/97. Comptroller-General.

Application since granted by the Right Honorable the Premier at the request of the Minister of 
Justice.

' Copy of Remarks addressed to Prisoners by the Comptroller-General of Prisons at Berrima and at 
Young when initiating the new Restricted Association System.

General Notice.
It has been decided to alter ‘the system of associating prisoners in .yards. Such a system works 
badly in the interests of the prisoners generally. It associates well-meaning men-with some of the 
worst characters, and so.prevents reformation. It presents opportunities for quarrelling, bullying, 
and all sorts of tyranny. It forces men who have earned indulgences to share those rewards with 
undeserving prisoners, and in various other ways it contributes towards misconduct and discomfort. 
The prisoners, of course, know all these things quite well, and it is certain that only a very few, and 
those of the worst class, will regret the introduction of the new plan, which has for its object the 
reformation and protection of the well-disposed.

Cells



Cells will be lighted up at night so as to admit of men reading to a reasonable hour. Books will 
be provided of a.more interesting character than has hitherto been the case, and it is hoped that these 
privileges will, conduce to the comfort, instruction, and improvement of the prisoners. Misconduct 
will, of course,Jead to their withdrawal. The men will take their meals in.their cells, and will only • 
associate at work, religious instruction, and at exercise.

This is a modification of the system pursued in England, Victoria, and elsewhere, and it- has 
been thought right to bring the New South Wales prisons under similar treatment, with not quite 
such rigorous restrictions. A man who honestly desires to reform will now have fewer obstacles 
placed in his way, as he need not fear contamination by association. He will have the companionship 
of his fellows while at work, but he will secure a wholesome privacy at meals and at all other times.

I, have thought it well to take the prisoners into my confidence,, so- that they may clearly 
understand the reason for the new departures.

' FREDK. W. NEITENSTEIN,
Comptroller-General.

H.—-Circulars issued to various Officers in connection with the ^Reformatory Treatment of
young Prisoners.

Circular Letter.

Sir, Department of Prisons, Comptroller-General’s Office, Sydney, 6 April, 1898.
The officer-in-charge of Gaol has been instructed to hand to you a copy of a circular

memo, which I have issued relative to seventh-classiprisoners.
It will be observed that not only has a new departure been made in the treatment of. such: 

prisoners, but provision has been made for frequent intercourse between them and their parents or

fuardians (being persons of good repute) during the seven days immediately preceding the date of their 
ischarge. This is limited to well-conducted prisoners who have served three months and upwards ; 

the object being, as the regulation states, to arouse interest in them, and to afford opportunity to their 
relatives to obtain employment for them prior to liberation.

I shall be glad if you will be so good as to assist me by your hearty co-operation.
' I have, &c.,

FREDK. W. NEITENSTEIN,
The Visiting , H.M. Gaol, . Comptroller-General.

Circular Letter.

Rev. Sir, Department of Prisons, Comptroller-General’s Office, Sydney, 6 April, 1898.
I enclose for your information a copy of a circular memo, which I have issued to officers in 

charge of gaols, relative to seventh-class prisoners. It will be observed that not only has a new 
departure been made in the treatment of such prisoners, but provision has been made for frequent 
intercourse between them and their parents or guardians (being persons of good repute) during the 
seven days immediately preceding the date of their discharge. This is limited to well-conducted 
prisoners who have served three months and upwards, the object being, as the regulation states, to 
arouse interest in them, and to afford opportunity to their relatives to obtain employment for them 
prior to liberation. I feel sure that this provision will commend itself to your good judgment, and I 
shall be glad if during the last seven days of their sentences, you will be so good as to take a special 
interest in such prisoners, and to exercise over them those good and reformative influences appertaining 
to your sacred offices. It needs no words from me to convince you how essential such a step is to the 
reformation of the prisoners. I have, &c.,

_ FREDK. W. NEITENSTEIN,
The Chaplain, H.M. Gaol, . Comptroller-General.

Circular memo.
* Department of Prisons, Comptroller-General’s Office, Sydney, 6th April, 1898. 

The very careful attention of officers in charge of gaols is invited to the two proposed additional para
graphs to Regulation 34, which in all probability will come into operation on 1st May proximo. An 
intelligent interest, and a ready effort to carry out the terms of the regulation are expected from every 
officer. Much will depend on the tact and energy displayed, and the Comptroller-General hopes that 
these will be shown in a marked degree. On the entry of a seventh-class prisoner into gaol you should 
use every endeavour to ascertain the address of his parents or relatives, and in those cases where the 
addresses are not in the vicinity of the gaol, you should report the fact to this office, so that the 
prisoners may be transferred to the nearest gaol before liberation. ■

As regards paragraph 24, the physical exercises will be seen in the Handbook of Drill. Provision 
has been made for the granting of a monetary allowance not exceeding 9d. per diem to the drilling 
officers. Should, however, only one physical drill be given during the day, the rate will be 6d. per 
diem. Payment will only be made for the actual days when the routine of drill is carried out, and 
when at least six prisoners are exercised. The allowance will be restricted to such of the second and 
third class warders only as may be able to satisfy the Comptroller-General as to their ability in this 
direction, and who may be selected by him. In this connection, the officers in charge will submit, for 
the Comptroller-General’s approval, the names of the warders whom they consider best adapted for the 
work. They will also select the prisoners to undergo the physical drill, after having consulted with the 
visiting surgeon in reference to the matter. The names of the prisoners need not be furnished to this 
office unless any special cases comes under notice.

It is confidently hoped that the provisions of paragraph 25 will tend towards the reformation of 
those prisoners who come under its operation. It applies only to well-conducted seventh-class 
prisoners who have served three months and upwards. A sample of a suitable communication to be 
forwarded to the parents or guardians of such prisoners is attached, and some days (not less than 
seven) preceding the date when they become due for discharge, these memoranda should be sent. It 
will be observed from the terms of the regulation that only in those cases where the parents or 
guardians are of good repute is the privilege of letter-writing and daily visits during the last seven 
days of the sentence to be encouraged. In cases where such persons are known to be of ill-repute, such 
action must not be taken, as the object of the regulation would be defeated if such were allowed. A 
delicate responsibility is placed on the officers in charge in this matter, which they must be prepared 
to bear. It it not expected that any great difficulties will present themselves. Common sense 
and tact must, however, be exercised. In those cases where arrangements have been made for the 
prisoners to be met, they may be released on the day preceding the date of discharge, but in no instance 
must a prisoner be so liberated unless his parents or relatives are present to receive him. In their 
absence he must be detained until the following morning, and released at the usual hour.

A copy of this circular memo, should be given to the Visiting Justice and the Visiting Surgeon, 
whose hearty co-operation should be solicited in the matter.

FREDK. W. NEITENSTEIN,
The , H.M. Gaol, , Comptroller-General.

Sample
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r Sample communication.
Memorandum to

Permit me to bring under your notice that the sentence of [JVawie to be filled in'] will expire on 
. The Regulations of this Department provide that during the last seven days of his 

sentence he may write a letter to you daily and receive such letters as you may send. You may see 
him daily during that period during the usual visiting hours, and he may be released to your care on 
the day preceding the date of his discharge, should you be present to receive him. It will doubtless 
be to his interest if you should avail yourself of these privileges, and in the meantime endeavour to 
obtain employment for him prior to his discharge. I need hardly point out how such action will 
tend towards his reformation.
H.M. Gaol , {Date) Governor,

[Two Diagrams and One Map.]

Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, GoYcroment Prir.ter.—1898.
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COACH ROUTES
NOTE.—Figures in “red” denote number of prisoners confined at the respective Gaols on 31st December, 1897. 

Figures in “ black ” denote the distance by Coach from nearest Railway Station.

PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHED AT THE GOVT. PRINTING OFFICE, 
SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES.
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.
(ANNUAL STATEMENT—1896-7.)

Printed under No. 3 Report from Printing Committee, 6 July, 1898.

Tlie Under Secretary for Public Works and Commissioner for Eoads to 
The Hon. James Henry Young, M.P., Secretary for Public Works.

The Department of Public Works, 24 January, 1898. 
Sir,

I do myself the honour to submit, for your information, the Annual 
Statement relating to the operations of this Department during the year ended 
30th June, 1897.

The gross expenditure for the year amounted to £1,739,872 11s. lid., of 
which the sum of £883,203 6s. 9d. was provided from the Consolidated Itevenue, 
and £856,669 8s. 2d. from Loan Eunds. This expenditure was distributed as 
under:—

Summary oe Expenditure, 1896-7.

Head of Sendee. Revenue. Loan. Total.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
Establishment* ... ... ... ... ... 28,308 15 10 28,308 15 10
Railway Construction ... ... ... ... 9,910 2 4 175,426 12 7 185,366 14 11
Tramway Construction ... ... ... ... 10 11 9 12,129 9 7 12,140 1 4
Harbours and Rivers and Water Supply ... 57,687 8 7 267,462 16 6 325,150 5 1
Dredge Service ... ... ... ... ... 79,255 15 0 79,255 15 0
Country Towns Water Supply ... ... ... 21,930 9 10 21,930 9 10
Water Conservation and Irrigation ... ... 129 6 5 32,518 2 10 32,647 9 3
Government Architect ... ... ... ... 83,969 6 8 166,183 0 0 250,152 6 8
Roads and Bridges ... ... ... ... 621,948 17 3 54,261 1 11 676,209 19 2
Sewerage Construction ... ... ... ... 1,953 2 11 126,757 14 11 128,710 17 10

Totals ........................................ £ 883,203 6 9 856,669 8 2 1,739,872 14 11

* This includes Uie Ministerial Office and the Greneral, Clerical, and Accounts Staffs.

*14—A Oompaing
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Comparing these figures with the expenditure of the preceding year, there is 
a net decrease for this year of £32,612 17s. 7d. The year’s expenditure was spread 
over 34,492 vouchers, and the actual payments were made as follows :—•

_ £ s. d.
By the Department, direct ... ... ... ... 975,997 2 6
By the Treasury ... ... ... ... ... ... 763,875 12 5

Total....................................................... £1,739,872 14 11

2

The following tabulated statement is interesting as showing the distribution 
of the expenditure under the heads of Contracts, Wages, Salaries, Materials, &c.:—
SUMMARY” of Expenditure, showing Distribution under Contracts, "Wages, Salaries, and Materials, &c.

Head of Service. Contracts. Wages. Salaries.
Materials, 

Miscellaneous and 
Incidental.

Totals.

£ S. d. £ s. d. £ S. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

24,533 7 9 3,775 8 1 28,308 15 10

Railway Construction ....................... 78,228 1 5 10,778 13 1 17,147 5 1 79,212 15 4 185,366 14 11

Tramway Construction...................... 6,682 1 6 558 17 1 1,616 3 5 3,282 19 4 12,140 1 4

Harbours and Rivers ...................... 93,792 3 9 123,085 18 6 22,248 19 5 86,023 3 5 325,150 5 1

Dredge Service .................................. 86 17 2 54,670 5 1 3,488 0 0 21,010 12 9 79,255 15 0

Country Towns Water Supply.......... 4,705 8 6 7,873 16 6 665 19 1 8,685 5 9 21,930 9 10

Water Conservation and Irrigation... 11,451 12 1 7,902 8 5 4,642 4 1 8,651 4 8 32,647 9 3

CS-overmnent Architect ...................... 187,867 15 11 13,558 7 10 14,699 14 9 34,026 8 2 250,152 0 8

Roads and Bridges.............................. 340,385 3 10 146,410 1 3 4-0,246 2 3 *149,168 11 10 676,209 19 2

Sewerage Construction...................... 85,923 7 11 25,683 4 7 10,392 11 6 6,711 13 10 128,710 17 10

& 809,122 12 1 390,521 12 4 139,680 7 4 400,548 3 2 1,739,872 14 11

£ s. d.

* Includes—Issues to Municipalities.............................................. 77,389 10 3

,, Trustees ........................................................ 9,920 1 10

Equipment and Travelling Expenses (say).. 16,000 0 0

£103,309 12 1

The number of contracts entered into during the year was 3,587, of an 
estimated value of £892,172.

Bailway and Tramway Construction.

Hallways.
Prom the report of the Engineer-in-Chief (Mr. Deane), hereto appended, 

it will be seen that the following extension lines have been completed and opened 
for traffic during the year :—

Line. Length. Opened for Traffic. Cost to
30th June, 1897.

m. ch. £
Jerilderie to Berrigan ... ... ... ... 21 65 14 Nov., 1896 38,781
Parkes to Bogan Grate ... ... ... ... 23 38 15 Dec., 1896 50,396
Narrabri to Moree ... ... ... ... ... 63 72 1 April, 1897 131,850
Rookwood Cemetery Branch ... ... ... — 68 20 Feb., 1897 6,563
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With the exception of the Hookwood Cemetery Branch Line, all these 
extensions are of the “pioneer ” class, and are intended to afford railway communi
cation in those tracts of level country where the amount of traffic procurable is not 
sufficient to justify the heavy expenditure entailed by the construction of a 
thoroughly equipped railway. These pioneer lines have been designed and carried 
out in the most economical manner, with the result that the average cost per mile 
is only about £2,028, being some £1,700 per mile less than the cost of the cheapest 
“ light line ”—namely, Nyngan to Cobar—hitherto constructed in the Colony.

It is gratifying to be able to report that the benefits accruing to the country ' 
from these lines have surpassed all anticipations. In each case the estimate of traffic 
has been exceeded, while the cost of maintenance has been remarkably low. They 
have proved to be of great advantage to the development of those areas through which 
they run, and their success fully warrants your decision for the further extension of 
similar lines into all suitable districts.

Lines of a like description were in course of construction at 30th June, 1897, 
as follows :—

Bogan Gate to Condobolin—length, 39 m. 22^ ch.
' Nevertire to Warren—length, 12 m. 34 ch.

The first-mentioned is a continuation of the Parkes to Bogan Gate Extension, 
and its completion may he looked for at an early date.

The Never tire to Warren Line, which'has now (24th January, 1898) been 
completed and opened for traffic, is the first experiment on a comparatively large 
scale of the construction of a Eailway Line by the Department on the day-labour 
system without the intervention of a contractor. '

This work was besmn and carried on under somewhat adverse conditions.O

The weather for a considerable period was unfa'/curable, the ground at one time 
being so hard that the ploughs could not be used, and afterwards becoming so sodden 
in consequence of heavy rains that operations were brought to a standstill. There 
was also considerable difficulty experienced by the Department in procuring the 
skilled labour required for some portions of the work, owing, it is believed, to the 
exodus of the better class of railway men to the West Australian Goldfields.

These difficulties have delayed the completion of the line, and slightly added 
to its cost, but, notwithstanding these hindrances, the experiment has proved 
satisfactory. It has conclusively shown that the Department is not entirely 
dependent upon contractors, but that it is capable in itself not only to design, but 
also to execute, works of considerable magnitude.

It may be freely admitted that a contractor possesses several advantages over 
the Department, as, for instance, in the profitable employment of his working plant. 
A contractor has the chance of securing other contracts either in this or the neigh
bouring colonies, and so getting the best possible return from the continuous use of 
his plant, whereas the Department, after purchasing a costly plant and using it on 
one job, may have afterwards to allow it to lie idle for a lengthened period, when it 
becomes a dead loss. Again, the Department, having to work under hard and fast 
regulations, is not allowed equal facilities with a contractor as regards the supply of 
materials, and the engagement and dismissal of employees. _

On
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. On the other hand, under the day-labour system, the Department is saved 
from the many vexatious complications and claims which are so liable to crop up 
under the contract system. Once the work has been completed by day-labour, its 
exact cost is definitely known, and there is no possibility of demands for extra pay
ments being brought against the Department. This is a very important aspect of 
the question, as the Department has had, in the past, to face not a few very 
heavy claims on the part of contractors. Dor this reason alone, if for no other, 
the Engineer-in-Ohief is prepared to recommend that, wherever practicable, the 
day-labour system should he adopted in preference to giving the work out to 
contractors.

A short extension designed to connect Darling Island with the Darling 
Harbour Line was commenced towards the end of the year. In order to meet the 
ever-growing demand for wharf accommodation in the Port of Sydney, it was decided 
to utilise the extensive and valuable water frontage of Darling Island, and it thus 
became necessary to connect it with the Darling Harbour Line. The extension will 
consist of a double line of railway, and a contract for the formation of the first 
length of 21 chains is now in progress.

The construction of the undermentioned lines 
Parliament:—

Length
Berrigan to Einley ... 13 miles 62 chains ..
Tamworth to Manilla ... 29 miles 45 chains ..

has been authorised by

Estimated Cost.
.. £27,250
.. 73,170

The necessary plans and working drawings have been prepared for the 
Berrigan to Einley Extension, which it has been determined to construct on the 
day-labour system. The commencement of the work has, however, been delayed, 
pending compliance with certain conditions specified in the Act authorising its 
construction.

Influenced no doubt by the exorbitant claims frequently made on the Govern
ment by owners of lands resumed for railway purposes, Parliament deemed' it 
advisable to insert the following proviso in the Berrigan to Einley Railway Act:—

Provided that the said works shall not commence to be constructed unless the private lands 
required for the construction of the line (except town allotments) have been contracted, by instrument 
in writing, to be conveyed by deed of gift, transfer, or exchange from the owners to the Crown, or 
there has been paid to the Constructing Authority a sum equal to, or greater than, the amount 
estimated by the said Authority to be required for the resumption of land for the said -work, and the 
money so paid shall be applied for the purpose of the said resumption.

Similar provisos appear in the Jerilderie to Berrigan and the Nevertire to 
Warren Railway Acts.

The effect of this proviso has in each instance been to delay the commence
ment of operations. The work of obtaining the proper transfers from the owners 
and others interested in the lands required for the construction of the railway is 
intricate, and has occupied some considerable time, and inasmuch as the value of 
the private lands required for the above-mentioned lines has been insignificant, it is 
doubtful whether the savings effected by the operation of the proviso in question are 
not counterbalanced by the delay thus incurred in carrying through the works. So 
far there have been two refusals on the part of owners to transfer the required lands 
without compensation, and in each case the persons directly interested in the 
construction of the line have subscribed the amount of compensation asked for.

In
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< In the Tamworth to Manilla Railway Act, Parliament has provided that the
work shall not he commenced if the compensation to he paid for the land required 
to be resumed is estimated to exceed the sum of £2,000, unless there has been paid 
to the Constructing A uthority a sum equal to or greater than the amount estimated 
in excess of that sum.

• Proposed extension of the Railway into the City of Sydney.—The con
sideration of this important undertaking, which has been so frequently and urgently 
advocated by the Railway Commissioners, has engaged much of the time and 
attention of the Branch during the past year.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works having been 
appointed a Royal Commission to inquire into the whole question, the Railway 
Construction Branch was called upon to furnish voluminous plans and estimates of 
cost of the various proposals brought before the Commission. After a most 
exhaustive investigation, the Royal Commission reported, almost unanimously, in 
favour of the extension of the railway into the city by the route and according to 
the plan described as the St. James’ Road Scheme. At a later date the question 
was referred by Parliament to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works, who, after a second and thorough inquiry, endorsed the recommendation of 
the Royal Commission.

The services and assistance rendered to the Royal Commission and to the 
Public. Works Committee in this inquiry by Mr. Deane and his staff were most 
valuable and much appreciated.

Permanent-way Material.—In August, 1896, the Government invited tenders 
for the manufacture within the Colony of 150,000 tons of steel rails, hut no satis
factory tender was received. The offer made by Messrs. G. and C. Hoskins, of 
Sydney, afforded proof, however, that they were prepared to take in hand the risk 
of erecting the necessary plant for the manufacture of steel rails, hut the price asked 
for by them was so considerably beyond the cost of imported rails that the Govern
ment could not see its way to accept their tender.

Tramways.

Mosman’s Bay Extension.—During the year the extension from Spit-road to 
Mosman’s Bay of the Military Road Electric Tramway, a length of 1 mile 37 chains, 
has been completed and handed over to the R,ailway Commissioners. The heavy 
gradients on this extension afford a severe test off the suitability of electric traction 
to the more rugged and uneven districts met with in this portion of the Metropolitan 
Area, and although these have demanded the supply of extra power, the working of 
the line has so far proved satisfactory.

The total expenditure on this extension up to 30th June, 1897, was £6,484.

Willoughby Electric Tramway.—This further extension in the North Sydney 
district of electric traction on the overhead-wire system was authorised in December, 
1896, and its construction is being rapidly proceeded with. The extension starts 
from the present terminus of the cable tramway in Ealcon-street and ends at 
Yictoria Avenue, Chatswood, a length of 2 miles 45 chains.

In



472

In connection with this line, the -section of the existing cable tramway, 
between Ridge-street and the terminus in Ealcon-street will he converted into an 
electric line, the motive power for the whole distance from Ridge-street to Chatswood 
being supplied from generators placed in the Ridge-street engine-house. The total 
cost of this extension, including an additional generator and a necessary enlarge
ment of the car-house, is £19,600. The completion of this work may be expected 
about March, 1898.

Rose Bay Electric Tram.—Another extension on the same system as the 
preceding is the line which has been authorised to be constructed from the present 
cable tramway terminus at Ocean-street to Rose Bay—a distance of 1 mile 23 chains 
of single track. The motive power will be supplied from generators placed in the 
cable tramway engine-house at Rushcutters’ Bay. The same generators will be 
availed of to provide the power required to work the pumps in connection with the 
Double Bay Low-level Sewerage Scheme.

George-street and Harris-street Electric Tramway.—This tramway, the con
struction of which at an estimated cost of £130,500 was authorised by Parliament in 
September, 1896, will be the most prominent instance of electric traction in the Colony. 
The line will start from the eastern side of Circular Quay, run along George-street 
to the Redfern Railway Station, and then continue along Harris-street to the inter
section of John-street, Pyrmont. It will consist of a double track throughout its 
whole length of 3 miles 20 chains. Including cross-over roads and junctions, this 
is equal to a length of single track of about 7 miles.

The overhead-wire system lias been adopted for this tramway after a very 
careful examination into the merits of the various methods of electric traction in use 
throughout the world. It was found that the overhead-wire system was being almost 
everywhere adopted in preference to all others, inasmuch as it possesses the advantages 
of comparative lowness in initial cost with a proved efficiency and cheapness in 
working.

Contracts for most of the materials required for the construction and equip
ment of the line are now in course of execution. The contract for the steam-engines 
and generators has been placed with an American firm who have a world-wide 
reputation for the manufacture of this special class of machinery.

6

Harbours and Rivers, Water Supply, Bridge Construction, Water

Conservation.

As Mr. Barley’s report, as well as those of the several Assistant Engineers, 
furnish details of the various works completed and in progress during the year, I 
need only draw particular attention to a few of the larger undertakings.

Improvement of Northern Rivers Navigation.

The various schemes for the improvement of the entrances to the seven 
principal northern rivers, by means of the construction of guide-banks, training- 
walls, and breakwaters, have made good progress during the year. .

Tweed
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Tweed River.—The training-walls at the entrance to this river have now a 

total length of 28,700 feet, the additions made during the year being as follows :—-
No. 5 wall... ... ... ... ... ... ... 240feet. '
No. 2 wall... ... ... ... ... ... ... 2,520feet. . ■

The total expenditure for the year in connection with this river was £6,151.

Richmond River.—Steady progress continues to he made with the extension 
of the breakwaters, 460 feet having been added to the northern and 574 feet to the 
southern, during the year. The many tributaries of the Richmond River have also 
been the subjects of improvement works in the way of snagging operations and the 
construction of fascine hanks where necessary. The North Creek Canal, which has 
a length of 2J miles, was formally opened for traffic on 20th July, 1896, and that 
section of it lying between Tintenhar Road Bridge and North Creek is now being 
enlarged to a width of 60 feet. The amount expended on the Richmond and its 
tributaries during the year was £26,137.

Clarence River.—With the exception of extending the north training-wall a 
further distance of 60 feet, the work carried on at the entrance to the Clarence 
River has been principally of a preparatory nature. It has comprised the work of 
getting the plant, roads, &c., into proper order, making a new cutting into the 
quarry, and erecting a wharf on Preeburn Island for loading stone into the punts, 
together with a coal wharf and hunker. When these preparatory operations are 
completed, the work of extending the north training-wall will he continued, and a 
start made with the construction of the Goodwood Island guide-hank. The expendi
ture for the year in connection with the Clarence and its tributaries was £13,840.

Satisfactory progress was made in extending the various training-walls at 
the entrances to the Bellinger, Namhucca, Macleay, and Manning Rivers. The 
breakwater designed to form a harbour of refuge at Trial Bay has been extended a 
further distance of 60 feet, making the total length now constructed 600 feet, out of 
a proposed ultimate length of 2,000 feet. The average number of prisoners employed 
on this work was 116, and the year’s expenditure amounted to £4,331.

In the Appendix will be found plans of the entrances to all the above- 
mentioned rivers, showing the entire schemes as proposed- and the sections carried 
out up to 30th June, 1597. The total expenditure incurred in connection with 
these various works up to that date'has been £720,000.

It is scarcely necessary for me to point out here that the improvement of 
these rivers, by making them serviceable and convenient for purposes of navigation, 
is a matter of vital importance in the development of the Colony. They form the 
natural highways of some of the richest and most fertile portions of the Colony^ 
and for many years to come must constitute almost the sole outlets for the trade and 
commerce of the Northern districts. The moneys expended on their improvement 
may fairly be considered as analogous to the large amounts yearly spent on the 
construction and maintenance of roads in the other parts of the Colony.

Newcastle District.

The regular work of maintaining and improving the efficiency of Newcastle 
Harbour by removing reefs, dredging, reclamations, alterations and additions to the 
wharfage accommodation, &c., has been steadily pursued during the year. Exten
sive preparations have also been made for the construction of the Southern Break
water and guide-wall. A
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A long-felt want in the proper working of the port has been met by handing 
over to the local Marine Board the Government steamer “ Ajax,” which has been 
converted into a pilot-steamer of the first class, and will no doubt prove to he a 
valuable addition to the equipment of this important harbour. The work of 
conversion was wholly carried out at the Eitzroy Bock Workshops. A photograph 
of this handsome steamer is given as an illustration in the Appendix.

' Sydney Harbour.
A reference to Mr. Barley’s report will show that a very large amount of 

work has been accomplished during the year in connection with the various wharfs, 
jetties, berthing facilities, and reclamations in Sydney Harbour. A notable addition 
to the wharfage accommodation has been begun at Barling Island, in order to meet 
the constant demand for shipping-berths. The proposed new wharfs in Woolloo- 
mooloo Bay have already been bespoken, and it has, therefore, been found necessary 
to utilise the water frontage of Barling Island for wharf purposes. It has been 
decided to build a quay-wall, composed of monolithic blocks of concrete, round the 
island, a length of about 2,500 feet, and the construction of the first section of 450 
feet has been commenced. All the wharfs hitherto constructed have been formed 
of timber, hut the site round Darling Island is specially suitable for the building of 
a concrete wall, as the bottom is all sound rock at a depth of about 28 feet from low 
water. The initial cost of such a structure will be considerably greater than that of 
a timber wharf, but the permanency of the wall and the consequent saving in the 
matter of renewals and repairs will, it is thought, in the course of a few years more 
than compensate for any excess in the first cost of the work.

■ Proposed South Coast Harbour.
A scheme for the construction of a deep-water harbour at Port Kembla has 

occupied a good deal of Mr. Barley’s time and attention during the past year. The 
want of a sheltered coast harbour where vessels might safely load and unload in all 
states of the weather has long been held to he a serious obstacle to the development 
of the coal trade and commerce of the Illawarra district, and the general consensus 
of opinion pointed to Port Kembla as the most suitable and convenient site for the 
construction of such a harbour.

The scheme designed by the Bepartment provided for the construction of two 
breakwaters—one, the eastern, to be 2,800 feet in,length, and the second, or northern, 
to be 3,530 feet in length—which would enclose an area of 260 acres, having a 
depth of 24 feet and over at low water, and 30 feet over half the area when dredged 
out. The estimated total cost of the proposed works, exclusive of the purchase of 
land and private rights to existing jetties and Bailway lines, was £440,000.

The scheme was in due course referred to the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Public Works who, after an exhaustive inquiry, recommended the 
construction of the eastern breakwater only, as being sufficient for present require
ments, at an estimated cost of £200,000. The matter has now do come before 
Parliament for a final decision.

Dredge Service.
The total dredge plant possessed by the Bepartment at the present time 

comprises 14 ladder dredges, 8 sand-pump dredges, 7 grab and sand-pump dredges, 
12 grab dredges, 25 tugs, and 76 silt-punts. As will be seen from the tabulated 
statements attached to the report of the Superintendent, the work accomplished 
during the year has been of a highly satisfactory character. More especially has

mention

8
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mention to be made of the results achieved by the sand-pump dredges. Through 
their agency there is every year brought into existence a large area of reclaimed 
land principally in Sydney and Newcastle Harbours—which constitutes a most 
valuable asset m the public estate of the Colony.

In order to more expeditiously deal with the shallow bars existing at most of 
the Northern River entrances, the Department has now in course of construction on 
the Clyde, Scotland, a twin-screw dredge of 700 horse-power, designed to load herself 
when steaming slowly over bars, and to draw, when laden, not more than 5 feet, yet 
powerful enough to contend with heavy seas. This vessel will carry on the work 
of .deepening the river entrances by means of a suction pump worked while she is 
slowly steaming m or out over the bar; the spoil will then be deposited at sea or 
some other suitable place. Judging from American experience with a similar kind
of dredge, this new vessel should prove a valuable addition to our existing dredre
plant. & 3

Fitzi oy and Suthevland ID odes JEos tab lishmo nt.
In addition to the large amount of general repairs and renewals effected in 

connection with tlm dredge service and other divisions of the Harbours and Rivers 
Branch, as detailed m the report of the Principal Assistant Engineer, this establish
ment has during the past year satisfactorily carried out the work of converting the 
s.s. “Ajax” into a pilot steamer for service at Newcastle, and the grab dredges
“Delta,” “Eta,” “Theta,” and “Gumma” into combined grab and sand-pump 
dredges. x

The facilities here afforded for the docking of the war-ships and the huo-e 
merchant steamers that visit Sydney are yearly becoming more appreciated, and 
help considerably to bring trade to the port. During the year fifteen war-ships 
nineteen merchant steamers (some of them, such as the German mail-boats, being 
of immense size), and two sailing vessels,—the aggregate tonnage being 121,713 
tons,—made use of the Sutherland Dock for the purposes' of overhaul and repairs.

' Metropolitan TFater Supply Construction.
A new high-level covered reservoir, capable of holding 17,000,000 gallons of 

water, is being constructed on a site in Centennial Park. It is intended as a 
substitute for the existing Paddington reservoir, which has been found to be too 
small, and at an elevation too low to give a proper supply of water to the important 
and thickly-populated portions of the city and suburbs now fed by it The new 
reservoir will occupy an area of about 3* acres, will be oval in form, and a special 
feature m its design will be a groined coke-concrete roof. An intersecting wall will 
divide the reservoir into two compartments, so that at intervals the one can be 
cleaned while the other maintains the water supply. The reservoir is to be finished 
m April, 1898, and when all complete the top of the roof will be grassed over so as 
to form a promenade or be used for other recreation purposes. The total cost of 
the work, including the expenditure on the necessary new mains, valves, &c will 
be about £65,000, of which the sum of £22,941 had been spent up to 30th June 1897

Country Towns Water Supply.
. Durin- the year water suPPly works were completed for the towns of 

Armidale and Parkes, and the construction of water supply works for Tamworth 
was m progress. These are all gravitation schemes, and in each case the concrete ' 
dam for the storage reservoir has been carried out by day labour.

. At Tamworth the great fall available will be utilised for the purpose of 
furnishing power for the lighting of the town by electricity.

The
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The additional scheme now completed for the Parkes municipality was 
rendered necessary by the failure of the original drift-bed pumping scheme. Owing 
to a similar cause, additional sources of supply will require to be provided for 
Cootamundra and Bathurst, and in both cases it is proposed to adopt gravitation
schemes. 1

Plans and estimates have been prepared for gravitation schemes for Tenter-
field, Mudgee, Picton, Wollongong, and Wellington.

Bridge Construction. '
During the year, 124 new bridges (including 53 renewals) were completed 

and opened for traffic, aggregating 13,483 feet in length, and consisting of 35 / plain 
timber beam spans, 20 timber truss spans, one steel lift span, and 4 masonry and 
brick arch spans. With the exception of the steel lift span at Swan Hill and the 
three steel spans at Wallis Creek, Maitland, all' these bridges are constructed of 
timber, though in many cases iron or concrete piers and abutments have been used.

The most important of these new bridges were the following :—
Swan Hill Bridge over Biver Murray, which has been erected at the joint 

expense of this Colony and Victoria. At this point on the river thpre is a large 
amount of live-stock traffic, which hitherto was carried by a hand-power punt, and 
the want of a bridge has been long and severely felt. Counting from the river 
source, it is the tenth bridge spanning the Murray, and is the most westerly point 
on the river touched by the Victorian railway system. It has a total length of 381 
feet, and the cost of the structure, excluding incidental expenses, has been £7,626, • 
half of which is defrayed by the colony of Victoria.

Inverell Bridge over the M’Intyre Biver was completed and opened for traffic 
in July, 1896, replacing the old and very narrow bridge which formerly crossed the 
river at this town. Its total length is 440 feet 9 inches, with a 24 feet roadway, and 
its cost, excluding incidental charges, has been £8,939.

At 30th June, 1897, contracts were in progress for the erection of sixty-one 
new bridges, having an aggregate length of 10,970 feet, and the total estimated cost 
being £73,462. Chief amongst them may be mentioned the suspension bridge over 
the Kangaroo Biver at the point where the Moss Vale-Nowra coach road crosses the 
gorge in which the river flows. This is the first suspension bridge erected by the 
Department, the site being admirably suited for this description of bridge. The 
formation is of solid sandstone, offering an excellent anchorage for the cables as well 
as an unlimited supply of excellent stone for the masonry piers. The depth of the 
gorge, too, renders the suspension type of bridge the most economical. The work is 
■well advanced, and its completion may be expected in March, 1898; the estimated 
cost is £8,000. -

Another important bridge now in course of erection is the bridge over the 
Hunter Biver at Morpeth, which will take the place of the hand-power ferry at 
present carrying the traffic. It will have a total length of 815 feet 9 inches, with 
an 18-feet roadway., and is estimated*to cost £9,000.

Water Conservation and Irrigation.
The most important event in connection with this branch during the past year 

has been the passing of the Water Bights Act. Successive Governments have 
admitted the necessity for legislation dealing with water rights, as it was recognised 
that British enactments did not meet the requirements of this Colony, more especially

of
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of the Central and Western Divisions. The utility and importance of the Water 
Rights Act, which became law on 1st November, 1896, were strikingly exemplified 
by the fact that, before 1st February, 1897, 471 applications for licenses for dams, 
pumping engines, &c., had been received. In connection with these applications it 
is satisfactory to note that the security afforded by the Act is inducing landowners 
to construct a better class of work than they were formerly willing to undertake, as 
the circumstances now warrant a greater outlay on account of water conservation 
purposes.

The completion of the lock and weir in the River Darling, near Bourke, marks 
an important advance towards the better utilisation of our western rivers. Owing 
to the unstable character of the channel of the River Darling, and to the great 
diversity of conditions, ranging from an almost dry bed to high floods, it was a matter 
of considerable difficulty to decide on a design for lock and weir which would be 
sufficiently substantial to withstand the varying conditions, and yet keep within 
reasonable limits as regards cost. The class of weir constructed at Bourke is an 
entirely new departure in the Australian colonies, and may be regarded as partaking 
largely of the nature of an experiment. The reports received from time to time 
since the lock and weir were brought into operation tend to show that so far the 
works are a thorough success.

The investigation by Colonel Home, R.E., of the whole question of water 
conservation and irrigation throughout the Colony was completed by that gentleman 
within the year for which his services were specially engaged. Briefly stated, the 
effect of Colonel Home’s report is that there is only one large scheme of water 
conservation and irrigation which merits immediate attention. This is the proposal 
to divert the waters of the Murrumbidgee through the plains which extend between 
that river on the north and the Billabong Creek and Edwards River on the south. 
Colonel Home, however, was of opinion that irrigation settlements, such as are being 
created at Hay and Wentworth, gave fair prospects of proving successful. Such works 
would also help to popularise irrigation, and to introduce improved methods of 
cultivation. The development of irrigation is, in the opinion of Colonel Home, a 
comparatively slow process, and, being a new industry in the Colony, a little caution 
in expanding it can do no harm, and may save a good deal of money and trouble.

In regard to the irrigation scheme at Wentworth, the Trust created under the 
provisions of the Wentworth Irrigation Act has been dissolved, and the powers 
conferred by the Act assumed by the Government. The pumping plant has been 
erected, and the channels completed. It is intended that the administration and 
future extension' of the works shall he retained in the hands of the Government until 
satisfactory arrangements can be made for management by the settlers themselves.

Government Architect’s Branch.

It will he seen from the report of Mr. Yernon, attached, that the expenditure 
for the year in connection with this Branch reached the amount of £250,152 6s. 8d., 
the number of separate structures dealt with being 583.

The new buildings completed during the year comprised :—
4 Post and Telegraph Offices, costing ................  £6,362
3 District Lands Offices, costing ... ... ... 11,184
6 Court-houses, costing ... ........................... 34,833
5 Police Stations, costing ... . .•.. ... ... 7,897
6 Lock-ups, costing ... ... ... ... ... 10,165

Special
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Special mention may be made of the handsome and commodious court-houses 
erected at Parramatta and West Maitland. Both buildings have been carefully 
designed to meet all possible requirements as regards the accommodation and 
convenience of the Judges and others who have to transact business therein, and 
they may fairly be held to be in advance of previous efforts in this description of 
building. Photographs are given in the Appendix of the Parramatta court-house, 
the Dubbo and East Maitland lands offices, and of the Mount Yictoria post-office, 
the last named being recognised as a model type of building suitable for the Mountain 
districts.

Several extensive additions and improvements to existing buildings have been 
completed during the year. The Supreme Court has been enlarged by the addition 
of two fully-equipped court-rooms and a range of chambers and offices for the 
accommodation of the Judges and their Associates. Additions have also been made 
to the Chancery-square Court and the Custom House, the latter being required to 
accommodate the staff connected with the Land and Income Tax branch. A new 
and extensive hospital building, fitted with all modern appliances, has been added to 
the ftydalmere Hospital for Insane, and will greatly increase the efficiency of that 
large establishment. ,

12

The more important works in hand at 30th June, 1897, were the following —

Building. Description of Work. Expenditure to
30th June, 1897.

Kenmore Hospital for Insane ... ... ... New Building ... ... ... ..
£

88,940
Kedfern Court-house ... ... ... ... New Building ... . .. ... ... 7,300
Health Hoard Offices ... ... ... ... New Building ... ... ... ... 4,810
Art Gallery... ... ... ... ... ... Additions ... ... ... ... 9,1579
Gorernment Printing Office ... ... ... Additions and improvements ... ... 18,774
Koyal Mint... ... ... ... ... ... Additions and improvements ... ... 6,612
Treasury ... ... ............. ... ... Additions ... ... ... ... 2,642

The Kenmore Hospital for Insane, which was commenced in 1894, will be a 
very prominent addition to the public buildings of the Colony. The final completion 
of the whole scheme of buildings will not be accomplished for some considerable 
period. In the meantime, however, such divisions of the institution as are finished 
are at once utilised and occupied by patients.

The additions being made to the Government Printing Office, the lloyal 
Mint, and the Treasury are in each instance required to meet the urgent necessity for 
increased accommodation.

Mr. Yernon, in his report, reiterates his previous warnings as to the danger of 
allowing public buildings in the country districts to drift into a state of dilapidation 
through want of periodical attention. The Branch has now under its care close upon 
1,000 separate buildings and structures scattered all over the Colony, and Mr. Yemen’s 
observations with respect to the insufficiency of the sum taken on the annual 
Estimates to keep existing buildings in a proper state of repair are deserving of 
serious consideration.

The preparation of designs and plans for the proposed new Houses of Parlia
ment for the Colony has during the year occupied much of the time and close personal 
attention of Mr. Vernon and of a special staff of assistants.

The inadequacy of the present building in respect of accommodation and 
convenience has long been admitted. So far back as 1860 competitive designs for 
new Houses of Parliament were invited by the Government of the day, but, beyond

receiving
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receiving the designs and awarding the premiums, no further action was taken in 
the matter. A portion of the present building was brought into use as a Legislative 
Chamber in the year 1829, and since that date it has continued to be repaired and 
added to as circumstances demanded. Some of the more recent additions are in 
every respect satisfactory; hut, taken as a whole, the building is unsuitable for 
present requirements, is a constant source of heavy expense for repairs, and, owing 
to the greater portion of it being constructed of wood, is subject every day to the 
imminent risk of destruction by fire.

The designs and plans submitted by Mr. Vernon for consideration by the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works provided for a Council 
Chamber with accommodation for eighty members or more, and an Assembly 
Chamber for 182 members, with a capacity for increase of accommodation suitable 
for 294 members. They also provided for additional special accommodation for 
His Excellency the Governor, the President, the Speaker, the Ministry, and the 
members of both Houses. Much improved accommodation was also made for the 
Hansard staff, reporters of the Press, Parliamentary officials, and the general public. 
Compared with the existing building, Mr. Vernon’s scheme showed an increase of 
thirty-three in the number of rooms and of 32,648 feet in the superficial area.

At the request of the Committee, Mr. Vernon prepared two additional designs, 
one for altering and improving the accommodation in'the present building, at a cost 
of from £10,000 to £15,000, and the other for a new building which could be 
erected for about £250,000. Since the close of the year under review the Committee 
has completed its inquiry, and has recommended the adoption of the scheme 
submitted by Mr. Vernon providing for alterations to the present building at a cost 
not exceeding £15,000. In the opinion of the Committee, the existing building, 
with the proposed alterations, should suffice for the business of Parliament for many, 
years to come, and, therefore, the erection of new Houses of Parliament may be 
deferred.

Roads and Bridges.

The Principal Assistant Engineer for Roads (Mr. Scarr),-in his report, 
attached, gives a succinct statement of the ever-growing volume of operations carried 
on by his branch. He also furnishes a large amount of statistical information 
respecting the roads mileage, the number of bridges of different kinds, culverts, &c., 
under the charge of the Department, together with details of the expenditure incurred 
thereon during the year.

. 13 ' '

• The following statement summarises, in tabulated form, the roads mileage, 
the number and length of bridges and culverts, and the year’s expenditure at 30th 
June, 1897 and 1896, respectively :—

Date. Roads.
Bridges. Culverts. Total*

Branch
. Mileage.

No. Length in feet. No. Length in feet.
Expenditure 

for year.

1897—30th June ... ... 39,874 2,842 267,961 32,671 486,907
£

676,210
1896—30th June -... ... 38,952 2,771 260,519 31,073 461,578 776,400

Increases during past year ... 922 71 7,445 1,598 25,329 £100,190
(Decrease.)

* Includes expenditure on new bridges completed and in progress.
it



480

It will be seen from this table that, while tbe roads mileage and tbe number 
of bridges and culverts sbow a very considerable increase over the preceding year, 
the total expenditure of the branch for the year has decreased to the extent of 
£100,190. On this point, Mr. Scarr remarks that expenditure has been strictly con
fined to the most urgent requirements, and the cost of maintenance reduced to the 
lowest possible limits, compatible with, efficiency.

Notwithstanding this diminished expenditure, the state of the roads generally 
is fairly good, due, in a great measure, to the fair weather conditions prevailing 
during the year.

The serious injury done to our roads by the carriage of heavy loads on waggons 
with narrow tyres, shows that legislation in connection with the regulation of the 
width of tyres is urgently required. The expenditure upon repairs rendered necessary 
from this cause is a heavy burden on the resources of the Department, and deserves 
prompt attention. -

During the year, 1,038 miles of roads were cleared, and 666 miles wholly or 
partially constructed; also, about 5 miles of culverts and 6 miles of causeway were 
constructed, and 5,008 rods of fencing erected. Pour hundred bridges were repaired, 
and 53 wholly renewed at a cost, respectively, of £29,298 and £36,850.

There were also under the charge of the branch 97 punts, 1 steam-launch, 4 
.horse-boats, 69 flood-boats, and 120 other boats, generally used for ferry purposes.

The monthly average number of men directly employed by the branch was 
1,504, while contractors and their men averaged 5,200, making a total of 6,704 men 
constantly employed in connection with the roads and bridges of the Colony.

The system hitherto in force in connection with the collection of tolls 
upon the ferries worked directly by the Department has, for some time past, 
been regarded as unsatisfactory. A method of registering the number of ferry 
passengers, by means of tickets, was therefore brought into operation during the 
year, and it is anticipated that the new system will tend to stop the leakage in 
revenue, and thus help to mitigate the considerable yearly loss incurred in the 
working of the ferries.

In the report of the Assistant Engineer for Bridges, reference is again made 
to the desirability of more freely using stone and iron in the construction of bridges, 
with a view of diminishing the frequency and, as a consequence, the cost of repairs. 
I am still of opinion, however, that, although in some cases it may be advisable to 
build masonry or iron piers, it is on the whole more economical to make use of the 
unrivalled native timbers at our disposal in the erection of bridge structures.

14 ■ .

Sewerage Construction.
The very complete report furnished by the Engineer for Sewerage Construction, 

which will be found in the Appendix, renders it unnecessary for me to refer in detail 
to the many important works which have been in progress during the year now 
under review. .

This Branch was placed under the direction of Mr. J. Davis, M. Inst. C.E., 
formerly Principal Assistant Engineer’, on 1st July, 1896, and since that date it has 
been carefully reorganised, a number of competent officers added to the staff, and 
energetic efforts made to grapple with the urgent requirements of the metropolis

and
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and some of the larger country towns. During the year thirty-two contracts were 
got out, the value of the work designed amounting to £829,015, while, in addition, 
the plans and drawings for works valued at £70,560 were in course of preparation.

The result of the year’s efforts has been to bring within measurable distance 
the completion of the scheme for sewering the Metropolitan area. The works as 
authorised by Parliament in the year 1888, subject to some slight modification in the 
original plans, may now with some confidence be reckoned upon to be completed in 
about three to four years from this date.

Included in the appendix will be found a map of Sydney and Suburbs show
ing all the main sewers constructed and in progress, and also the proposed sewers 
which are required to complete the general scheme.

The total expenditure incurred in connection with sewerage works during the 
year amounted to £128,710 17s. lOd. *

Among the works undertaken during the year calling for special mention are 
those in course of construction for the treatment of sewage at the main outfall of 
the North Shore sewerage system. They are situated at Willoughby Bay, an arm of 
Middle Harbour, and are the first of their kind attempted in the colonies. They 
embrace screening and mixing chambers, settling tanks, sewage filter presses, 
refuse destructors, and 'sand filters. They have been designed on the most modern 
system, and it is anticipated that when finished they will be the means of treating 
the sewage most completely.

Recent experiments on a large scale have been very successfully carried out 
in the city of Exeter during the year, which will probably be the means of 
simplifying the treatment of sewage.

Briefly stated, the system is as follows :—
, •

The sewage is run into large covered tanks called “ Septic tanks,” and then
is allowed to decompose. This decomposition is carried on, as all other fermentation 
or decomposition is, by the aid of micro-organisms which break up the sewage from 
complicated organic matter to more simple forms, which are readily acted upon and 
further decomposed whilst passing through the filters forming the second portion of 
the process. The effluent, after passing through the tank and filters, is stated to he 
sufficiently purified to be allowed to flow away without the slightest danger of any 
nuisance being created.

It will thus be seen that one of the greatest difficulties encountered hitherto 
(except in such cases as where sufficient area of land for broad irrigation is available) 
namely, the disposal or destruction of the sludge, has apparently been overcome, as 
in the “ Septic ” system, there is practically no sludge, all solids being so finely 
broken up that the filter can readily deal with them. Therefore it becomes no 
longer necessary to deposit the sludge in settling tanks, with all the after trouble 
attending its final disposal. The experiments have been followed ‘with much 
interest, and so impressed is the Department with their importance that the 
construction of similar works is now under serious consideration.

During the year the question of how best to deal with the sewage from the 
low-level areas on the foreshores of the harbour has been considered; and, after 
having been very carefully investigated, it was decided to lift this sewage by means 
of sewage-pumps, driven by electrical motors.

Comparative
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Comparative estimates were made, taking compressed air, hydraulic, and 
electrical power, respectively, throughout the system. These were fully reported 
upon by the Engineer for Sewerage Construction, and the matter was then placed 
before the Board of Beference, who concurred with the Engineer for Sewerage 
Construction, and finally decided that electrical power would he the cheapest and 
most satisfactory.

Twenty-four collecting stations will be required to deal with the foreshores 
from Balmain to Woolloomooloo, and these stations will be electrically controlled 
from one central station at Darling Harbour, where a very extensive generating 
plant is being erected to provide motive power for the tramways. It is on account 
of the large nature of the •works from •which power for sewerage purposes will he 
procured, that this method can he introduced, it is believed, more economically 
than any other; New South Wales being the first country in the world to undertake 
such a system.

The power -will be supplied by the Railway Commissioners to the Sewrcrage 
Department at Id. per electrical Board of Trade unit; and it is calculated, after 
taking into consideration the more or less intermittent nature of the work, that -we 
could not procure compressed air or hydraulic power more cheaply.

More than ordinary interest has been attached to the aqueducts carrying the 
sewage across White and Johnston’s Creeks; these structures being built on the 
“ Monier ” system, and being the first works of an extensive nature to be carried out 
on tnis system in the colonies. They are a pronounced success, and in every way 
have fulfilled the expectations of the Department.

A special class of work which has been carried on by the branch during the 
year is the detail survey of the Metropolitan area, Newcastle and suburbs, and other 
large centres of population, where it is likely that sewerage works will in course of 
time have to he constructed.

This extensive undertaking was originally commenced in the year 1877 on 
the recommendation of Mr. William Clark, C.E., who pointed out its absolute 
necessity as regarded the correct and economical carrying out of sewerage works. 
Its execution was placed under the administration of the Minister for Lands, who 
continued to control the same up to 1st July, 1896, on which date it was transferred 
to this Department. At the same time a number of officers—namely, four surveyors 
and four draftsmen—who had been employed on this particular duty, were taken 
over from the Lands Department. Although, owing to the pressure of other urgent 
demands for their services, these officers are not continuously employed on the detail 
survey, the branch has been able to keep the work in advance of requirements. The 
results of their labours, though primarily intended for sewerage purposes, are avail
able for, and utilised by, other Departments of the Government.

Before concluding this review of the year’s work of the Sewerage Con
struction Branch, I deem it a duty owed to the Department generally, and to this 
branch in particular, to draw attention to the report, dated 21st November, 1896, of 
the Royal Commission appointed by the Governor-in-Council to investigate certain 
charges made in the Legislative Assembly affecting officers of the Department, in 
their dealing with and control of the sewerage contracts held by Carter & Co., and 
certain other persons.

The charges to he investigated were of serious moment to all concerned, inas
much as they alleged acts of collusion between officers of the Department and the

above-mentioned
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above-mentioned contractors with a view to defraud the public Treasury—such as 
advancing to the said contractors sums of money improperly, without sufficient 
security, and in violation of the terms of the contract; incompetency in carrying 
out and administering the contracts ; placing documents on the Table of the House 
in a foim calculated'to mislead Members of the Assembly; and allowing defective 
work to he put in the contracts.

The Commission was appointed on 21st May, 1896 (His Honor Judge Murray 
being sole Commissioner), “ to make a full and diligent inquiry touching all questions 
in any way raised in the Legislative Assembly of the Colony of New South. Wales, 
whether specifically or in course of debate, as to any improper conduct in connection 
with the contracts, past and present, of Messrs. Carter, Gummow, & Co.; John 
Carter, D. G. Snodgrass, George Maddison, Peter Ewing, E. M. Gummow, George 
Foxiest, and James Gillan, with the Depai’tment of Public Wbrks, and touching the 
truth of any chai’ges so, as afoi’esaid, made in connection with the perfoi’mance or 
variation (if any) of such contracts, or the conduct of any public officer, or of the 
said contractors, their agents, or workmen, in relatioii thereto; and to make the 
fullest investigation into any charge oi’ matter’ in relation to the said persons or 
contracts.”

The Commissioner, after a patient and exhaustive investigation which 
occupied 66 sittings and included the examination of 114 witnesses, furnished a very 
careful and elaborate report, summing up in these words :—

Finally, in your Commissioner’s opinion, none of the charges brought against 
Mr. Hickson have been proved by the evidence that has been produced. 
Xour Commissioner has failed to discover in that evidence any grounds for 
further inquiry; and, in your Commissioner’s opinion, Mr. Hickson and 
the other responsible officers of the Works Department stand exonerated 
from all suspicion of improper conduct in relation to the matter into which 
your Commissioner has been instructed to inquire.” •

It cannot but be gratifying to you as Administrator of this large and im
portant Department, and to the public generally, to find that, after undergoing the 
most searching scrutiny, the officers of the Department have achieved such an 
effective vindication from the grave and serious charges brought against them.

. Land Valuation.
An important change took place in the administration of this Branch, in 

November, 1896, Mr. J. B. Thompson, formerly valuator, having retired in accordance 
with Section 68 of the Public Service Act, after thirty-four years’ faithful and 
efficient service. Mr. E. J. Sievers, the present valuator, was appointed to take his 
place from 15th November, 1896. •

Mr. Sievers report, attached, gives a resume of the numerous resumptions, 
valuations, and claims that have been dealt with during the year, the total amount 
expended in connection therewith being £38,861 3s. 3d.

Water Supply and Sewerage Boards.
The Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage has already 

presented to you its Report for the year, and has therein furnished a full and 
detailed statement of its operations and financial position. It is accordingly 
unnecessary for me to do more than draw attention to one or two of the more 
notable items, which serve to show the magnitude of the interests entrusted by the 
Government to the Board.

14—C The
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The total capital cost of the Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Works 
stood, at 30th June, 1897, at £6,262,670. In addition to the head works and trunk 
mains, the Board has under its jurisdiction 946f miles of reticulation mains, 
supplying water to a population numbering some 418,000; 256 miles of sewers, 
and 18^ miles of stormwater drains. The extensions carried out by the Board 
during the year comprised 55-| miles of new water mains, and 25| miles of sewers, 
while existing works received every care and attention, and are reported as being 
maintained in a thoroughly efficient condition.

In the Appendix will be found a brief report from the President of the 
Hunter District Water and Sewerage Board of its operations during the year. New 
water-mains to the extent - of 6 miles 517 yards were laid down by the Board, 
bringing the total length of reticulation mains up to 134 miles 1,088 yards, the 
estimated population supplied with water being 31,655. The Board also carried out 
some important improvements and additions to the machinery and buildings at 
Walka Pumping Station, and these, it is anticipated, will enable the Board to 
meet the increasing consumption of water. The whole of the works were main
tained in good order throughout the year.

General.

In conclusion I desire to bear testimony to the zeal and efficiency which have 
been displayed by the staff in every branch, and to express -my obligation to all the 
officers for their willing co-operation in dealing with the diversified and complicated 
business of this large Department.

EOBT. HICKSON, M. INST. C.E.,
Under Secretary for Public Works and Commissioner for Eoads.

18
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Railways and Tramways.
(i.)

Report of the Engineer-in-Chief for Railway Construction.
Department of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch,

Sydney, 8 October, 1897.
I hate the honor to make the following report on the work carried out in the Railway Construction 
Branch during the year ending 30th June, 1897 :—

RAILWAY SURVEYS.
The following work was carried out by the Railway Survey Staff, between the 1st July, 1896, and 

30th June, 1897. .
Explorations over projected railway routes have been made, and reports furnished thereon, as 

under:—
Armidale to Trial Bay.
Armidale to Macleay River Heads, via Taylor’s South Arm.
Bogan Gate to Trundle and Bullock Creek.
Condobolin to Cudgellico. _
Glen Lines to South Grafton, via The Henry, the Little, and Nymboi River. 
Hillston to Mossgiel.
Koorawatha to Grenfell and Wyalong.
Narrandera to Colinroobie and Barrellan.
Tenterfield to Casino, via Acacia Creek and Richmond River Valley.

During the year ten trial and seven permanent surveys were completed. Pour trial surveys and 
one permanent survey were in hand, but not finished at the close of the year. Particulars in detail are 
shown in the Table below.

In order to comply with the instructions of the Minister and the requirements of Parliament, plans 
and sections of the following lines have been under review, and in many cases entirely new estimates 
prepared, others being revised where found desirable :—

Belmore to Liverpool.
Belmore to Cabramatta.
Braemar to Mittagong.
Byrock to Brewarrina. .
Casino to Lismore.
Colo Vale to Braemar.
Coolamon to Ariah.
Condobolin to Euabalong.
Condobolin to Cudgellico.
Dubbo to Coonamble.
Galong to Burrowa.
Glen Innes to South Grafton.
Grong Grong to Ariah.
Guyra to South Grafton.
Hill Top to Colo Vale.
Mount Kembla Coal Company’s Railway, in connection with the proposed Port 

Kembla Harbour Scheme.
Moree to Inverell.
Mudgee to Coonamble.
Harrabri to Pilliga.
Necropolis Railway, Loop at Rookwood Station.

- Pearce’s Creek to Ballina.
Singleton to Jerry’s Plains.
Tenterfield to Casino.
The Rock to Green’s Gunyah.
Warren to Coonamble.
Wollongong to Port Kembla. .
Woolabra to Collarendabri.

The proposed railways, Berrigan to Finley and Moree to Inverell, have been under consideration 
by the Public Works Committee; a large number of wall maps, plans, books of reference, sections and 
compilations of lithographs have been furnished for their use. Similar information was supplied to the 
Royal Commission on the projected Railway Extension into the City of Sydney. Plans, &c., have been 
partly prepared in connection with the following railway proposals, which have since been referred to the 
Public Works Committee :—

. Byrock to Brewarrina.
Condobolin to Euabalong.

' Coolamon to Ariah.
Narrabri to Pilliga.
The Rock to Green’s Gunyah (now Lockhart). In
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In anticipation of reference to the same Committee, some drafting work has been done in regard 
to the following lines:—

Gundagai to Tumut.
Jtosehill to Dural.
Singleton to Jerry’s Plains.
Warren to Coonamble.

The following drawings in connection with the undermentioned authorised lines have been pre
pared, viz. :—Working plans and sections, proclaimed plans, police district plans and notice tracings, 
as well, as heliographic copies of latter, to accompany notifications of resumptions of land for railway 
purposes. The photo-lithographic copies of the working plans and sections of the greater number of 
these lines have been completed :—•
, • Berrigan to Tinley.

Braemar to Mittagong.
Colo Yale to Braemar.
Hill Top to Colo Yale. ,
Darling Island Connection.
Nevertire to Warren.
Tamworth to Manilla.

The usual quantity of work, which is always very large, has been done in calculating the bearings 
and distances for descriptive purposes of the boundaries of land resumptions and connections to same, 
many of the former being very irregular.

The customary amount of office work, including plans, &c , for the use of the Bailway Com
missioners, when reporting on proposed lines, deciding on station sites, &c., for the use of the Minister 
when replying to deputations and Parliamentary questions, and inquiries from the Lands and other 
Departments, has been carried out.

The office staff has been during the time under review barely sufficient for the current drafting 
and clerical work, and, consequently', the arrears of drafting work have been very slightly diminished.

The staff employed in connection with the Railway Surveys consisted on an average of 30 officers, 
divided as follows:—1 Supervising Engineer, If surveyors, and 15 draftsmen.

The following tables show the trial and permanent field operations carried out during the year:—

SuMHABY OP TbIAL SlIBYEYS.

^Preliminary
Exploration.

Preliminary
Traverse.

Preliminary
Levels. Staking. Levels. Check Levels. Cross Levels. Details.

m. m. c. m. c. m. C. m. c. m. C. m. c. m. c.
1783 781 37 572 64 580 44 389 47 177 0 538 56 322 0

Summaby op Permanent Sueyeys.

Staking. Levels. Check Levels. Cross Levels. Details.

m. c. m. c. m. c. m. c. in. C.
90 10 69 35 70 35 29 56 143 18

Details op Trial Sueyeys.

Title of Line.

Belmore to Liverpool ..................
Belmore to Cabramatta .............
Condobolin to Broken Hill, via 

Mossgiel.
Coolamon to Ariah ......................
Galong to Burrowa .....................
Glen Innes to South Grafton, via 

the Henry, the Little, and 
Nymboi Rivers.

Grong Grong to Ariah..................
Koorawatha to Grenfell and Wya

long.

Liverpool to Mulgoa......................

Moree to Inverell—Alternative 
line, south of the Gwydir 
River and via Ezzy’s Crossing.

Rosehill to Dural ..........................
Singleton to Jerry’s Plains..........
Wollongong to Port Kembla......

• Woolabra to Collarendabri..........

Total
Length.

Date of
Commencement.

Date of 
Completion. N

o.
 of

 
Su

rv
ey

or
s. Length
Surveyed
during
year.

Total
length
Com

pleted.

m. c.
9 60 11 Aug., 1896 24 Get., 1896 i

m. c.
9 60

m. c.
9 60

4 36 26 Oct., 1896 15 Jan., 1897 i 4 36 4 36
366 40 3 Mar., 1896 16 Nov., 1896 5 225 40 366 40

41 63 11 May, 1896 30 Sept., 1896 1 32 23 41 63
17 64 15 Oct., 1896 15 Feb., 1897 1 17 64 17 64
76 0 21 Aug., 1896 2 70 0 70 0

32 25 14 July, 1896 20 Oct., 1896 1 32 25 32 25
150 0 1 Feb., 1897 ............. . • 2 61 40 61 40

34 0 1 Nov., 1896 i 19 47 19 47

44 65 23 Mar., 1896 14 Aug., 1896 2 17 65 44 65

9 6 14 June, 1897 3 6 60 6 60
22 76 1 May, 1896 5 Oct., 1896 1 12 76 22 76
0 77 4 Jan., 1897 6 Jam, 1897 1 0 77 0 77

80 56 16 May, 1896 6 Mar., 1897 2 64 16 80 56

891 8 575 69 779 69

Remarks.

Total length of line ap
proximately, 126 miles 
40 chains.

Includes alternative line 
via Bimbi, approxi
mately 60 miles.

Includes alternative line 
r;ia Cecil-park, approxi
mately 9 miles.

Total length of line, 96 
miles and 35 chains.

Total
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Details of Permanent Surteis.

Title of Line. Total
Length.

Date of
Commencement.

Date of 
Completion.

' No. of Su
rv

ey
or

s.

Length 
Surveyed 
during 

the year.

Total
Length
Com

pleted.

Remarks.

m. c. m. c. m. c.
Berrigan to Finley ...................... 13 71 27 Nov., 1896 16 Feb., 1897 i 13 71 13 71
Braemar to Mittagong.................. 1 72 12 June, 1896 9 Sep., 1896 i 1 72 1 72
Colo Vale to Braemar .................. 1 76 17 June, 1896 29 Aug., 1896 i 1 76 1 76
Darling Island—Connection with 1 0 24 Nov., 1896 8 Jan., 1897 i 1 0 1 0 Includes alternative line

49 chains in length.
Hill Top-to Colo Vale.................. 3 38 6 July, 1896 30 July, 1896 i 3 38 3 38

1 Defining boundaries of
Kiama to Nowra .......................... 30 53 26 Get., 1896 28 Nov., 1896 i 30 53 30 53 ) portions and railway

Do .......................... 34 49 5 Mar., 1897 12 May, 1897 i 34 49 34 49 1 resumptions from
( Berry Estate.

96 35 ’ 2 June, 1897 4 14 0 14 0
onlyt 1 ^

.Nevertire to Warren .................. 12 33 10 July, 1896 2 Oct., 1896 i 12 33 12 33
Tamworth to Manilla .................. 29 45 1 Dec., 1896 10 Apl., 1897 2 29 45 29 45

Total .............................. 225 72 143 37 143 37

BAILWAY CONSTRUCTION.

The following works have been in progress during the year ended 30th June, 1897:—

Narrabri to Moree Railway.
This line is an extension of the north-west branch of the Great Northern Railway from Narrabri 

in a northerly direction to Moree. The extension commences at Narrabri "West Station, crosses the 
Namoi River and Narrabri Creek on timber bridges, and skirts the northern side of the town of Narrabri, 
a new station being located at 2 miles 25 chains from the commencement of the extension. The line 
terminates at Alice-street, Moree, 315 miles ISJ chains from Newcastle.

The length of this extension is 63 miles 72 chains 20 links.
The principal contract was let to Messrs. Smith, Pinlayson, and Timms, on 10th July, 1895, the 

time given for completion was eighteen months, but the opening for traffic did not take place until 
1st April, 1897.

The works have all been designed and carried out in the most economical manner. The bridge 
over the Namoi River comprises three timber trussed spans of 60 feet, with fifty-two additional timber 
flood-openings of 14 feet each in the approaches. The Narrabri Creek bridge has one span of 60 feet, 
with twenty-three additional flood-openings of 24 feet span and twenty-seven of 14 feet span each. The 
piers of both bridges are of timber piles.

The permanent-way of the main line is laid with 60-lb. steel flat-bottomed rails spiked to ironbark 
sleepers. In the sidings old iron rails have been used. All the sleepers for this line were supplied and 
delivered at Narrabri before the works were commenced, under contract with the Sleeper-getters’ 
Association.

Pencing has for the most part been dispensed with, being used only in the immediate neighbour
hood of the stations. .

Straying and trespass by stock is controlled by cattle-stops at intersections of roads and boundary 
lines of fencing.

The level crossings have no gates, but are provided with warning-boards.
The formation of the line is taken as near as possible to the surface in most places, giving a few 

inches only of embankment, but there are lengths aggregating about 5 miles where the undulations 
of the surface are too great for the adoption of this method, and the line is carried through a succession 
of low cuttings and banks.

Station and siding accommodation have been provided at Narrabri North, Edgeroi, Woolabra, 
Gurley, Tycannah and Moree. Trucking-yards have been provided at Edgeroi, Woolabra and Moree.

Water supply has been obtained from the artesian bores at Woolabra and Moree, which automati
cally fill the 10,000-gallon wrought-iron tanks that have been erected on brick towers at these places, 
but the artesian water, which contains from 30 to 40 grains per gallon of sodium carbonate, is not 
satisfactory, as it causes priming.

The works have been carried out in six contracts.
The expenditure in connection with this line has been as follows:— 

Construction of line, including earthworks, bridges, and 
culverts, permanent-way, and Station Yards ...

Water Supply at Woolabra and Moree ... ... ...
Station Buildings and Station Appliances... ... ...
Trucking Yards ... ... ... ... ... ...
Land Resumption ... ... ... ... ... ...

£126,064 1 3 
925 3 6 

3,644 7 1 
1,036 14 10 

180 2 9

Total cost to date £131,850 9 5

Parkes
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Parkes to Condobolin Bailway.
The first section, from Parkes to Bogan Grate, was opened for traflic, 15th December, 1896. The 

second section, from Bogan Grate to Condobolin, is under construction.
The line passes through country in which the average annual rainfall is about 22 inches. The 

surface is for the most part flat, and the undulations of the ground are of such a character as to admit of 
a ruling gradient of 1 in 100 throughout.

The works are of an inexpensive character, and the formation has been kept as near the surface of 
the ground as possible.

There are no works of any magnitude on the line, the principal difficulty met with having been in 
the provision of a supply of water for the locomotives.

_ The permanent-way has been laid with 60-lb. flat-bottomed steel rails, spiked to ironbark sleepers, 
which were provided by the contractor for the construction of the line. In the sidings old iron rails have 
been used.

Fencing has been erected only in the immediate neighbourhood of stations. Cattle-stops have 
been placed at intersections of roads and boundary fences to prevent straying and trespass by stock.

The level crossings have no gates, but are provided with warning-boards.
The first section—Parkes to Bogan Grate—has a length of 23 miles 38 chains.
The contract for its construction was let to Messrs. Smith, Finlayson and Timms on 18th February, 

1896, for completion within nine months, or by 18th November, 1896, but it was not opened for traflic 
until the 15th December, 1896.

■ _ Station and siding accommodation have been provided at four points, viz., at Brolgan, Nelungaloo,
Gunningbland and Bogan Gate.

Trucking-yards for sheep have been erected at Bogan Gate.
The works were carried out in two contracts, viz., one for the construction of the line, and one 

for the Station Buildings.
The following is the expenditure to date :—

Construction of the line ... ... ... ... ... £49,113 14 6
Station Buildings ... ... ... ... ... ... 979 9 1
Land Besumption .......................................................... 2 10 4

Total cost ... .................................... £50,395 13 11
The second section—Bogan Gate to Condobolin—has a length of 39 miles 22i chains.
The contract for its construction was let to Mr. John Falkingham,. on 20th July, 1896, for 

completion within fourteen months, or by the 20th September, 1897, but the opening for traffic will 
probably be delayed till a few weeks later.

The terminal point at Condobolin will be 329 miles 62| chains from Sydney.
Station and siding accommodation are being provided at three points, viz. -.—At Burrawang, Derri- 

wong and Condobolin.
Trucking-yards for stock are being built at Burrawang and at Condobolin.
On this length provision is being made for a supply of water at two points, viz.:—At Gunning

bland Creek—one of the few suitable places for such work—at a point 271 miles from Parkes, and 357 
miles from Condobolin. A tank has been excavated near the creek which will contain a supply of
2,800,000 gallons of water when full—sufficient for a two years’ supply. A pumping plant and a 
20,000-gallon wrought-iron tank, supported on a brick tower, will also be provided.

At Condobolin it is proposed to obtain water from the town supply, arrangements for the carrying 
out of which have been made. A brick tower supporting a 20,000-gallon wrought-iron tank will be 
erected on the station ground.

The following are the contracts that have been let for, construction of works on this length :—
Contract No. and Work. Contractor.

No. 2.—Construction of line....................................
No. 5.—Excavation of tank ....................................
No. 6.—Brick tower, Gunningbland Creek............
No. 7.—Wrought-iron tank, Gunningbland Creek
No. 9.—Station buildings ........................................
No. 10.—Brick tower, Condobolin ........................
No. 11.—Wrought-iron tank, Condobolin.............

J. Falkingham 
Thomas Lees .
C. Baker ........
G. Norman .... 
J. Allibone .... 
C. W. Muller . 
G. Norman ....

Amount of Contract. Expenditure to Date.

£ s. d. 
33,819 16 1 

1,066 11 8 
205 0 0 
230 0 0 

3,276 0 0 
136 10 0 
270 0 0

£ s. d. 
25,171 18 2 

637 6 9 
206 3 3

250 0 0 
37 IS 0

The total expenditure on this section to date has been £54,337 12s. 4d.

Jerilderie to Berrigan Bailway. .
_ This line is an extension of the Narrandera-Jerilderie branch of the South-Western Eailway. A 

description was given in last year’s report.
A triangle has been laid down at Berrigan for turning locomotives, instead of a turntable.

. Water for locomotives is obtained from the existing supply at Jerilderie.
A contract was let to Messrs. Smith, Finlayson, and Timms, on 25th January, 1896, for the 

construction of the line; the time for completion was six months, but considerable delay occurred in 
carrying out the works, and the opening for traflic did not take place until 14th November, 1896. Length 
of the line, 21 miles 65 chains.

The total cost to date is as follows :—
Construction of line ... ...
Station buildings and trucking yards 
Land and compensation ... ...

Total ..,

...£37,420 2 6 

... 1,138 7 8

... 222 11 10

...£38,781 2 0
Berrigan
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Berrigan to Einley Bailway.
This is an extension in a westerly direction of the Berrigan Bailway; it has been authorised 

by Act of Parliament, and a sum of £27,250 has been voted for its construction.
Plans have been prepared and arrangements are being made for putting the works in hand as soon 

as the conditions as to transfer of the land required by the Act—which is to be without cost to the 
Government, except in the case of town allotments—have been complied with by the persons interested.

The length of the extension will be 13 miles 62 chains.
The terminal point at Einley will be 417 miles 69| chains from Sydney. _
Einley is situated on the travelling stock route between Jerilderie and Tocumwal, and is 

surrounded by a tract of country very suitable for cereals, so that the traffic is expected to be of importance.
Station and siding accommodation is proposed for three points on the 1 ne, including the terminal 

station at Finley.
Contracts have been let for the supply of about 40,000 sleepers of ironbark and redgum.
The permanent-way will be laid with GO-lb. steel rails, spiked to the sleepers.

' Nevertire to Warren Bailway.
This branch line leaves the Great Western Bailway at 311 miles 20 chains and terminates at 353 

miles 51 chains from Sydney, a length of 12 miles 31 chains.
The direction of the line from Nevertire is north-easterly, and it chiefly follows the Warren road.
A very large traffic is anticipated from and to the extensive country on the north-east. The 

construction of this line was strongly advocated by the Bailway Commissioners.
The works are being carried out by day labour, under the supervision of an officer of. this Branch.
The sleepers have been provided partly under a contract with Mr. Thomas Border, of Dubbo, and 

partly bv purchase from the Bailway Commissioners.
The works are of a light and inexpensive character, as the country is level, but, as after heavy 

rains water lies over the greater part of the surface, the formation has been raised higher than is the 
practice with the other country lines of the same class. There are but two timber bridges of any 
magnitude on the line, viz., those over Beleringar and Gunningbar Creeks. .

The permanent-way is to be laid with 60-lb. flat-bottomed rails, spiked to ironbark sleepers. Old 
iron rails will be used in the sidings, _

Fencing will not be used except in the immediate neighbourhood of stations. . .
To prevent straying and trespass of stock cattle-stops will be provided at the intersection of 

boundary fences. ,
Water for locomotives will be provided at Warren by pumping from the Gunningbar Creek, where 

permanent water exists. A line of pipes will be laid from the creek to Warren fetation, a distance of 
40 chains, and a brick tower, carrying a 20,000-gallon tank, will be erected in the yard.

Station accommodation will be provided at Warren only, and, as this may not remain a terminal 
station for any great length of time, a triangle for turning the engines will be laid down instead of a 
turntable. .

The estimated cost of this extension is £32,730.
The total expenditure charged to date has been £3,180 16s. lOd. .
It is anticipated that the line will be completed and opened for traffic about Christmas.

Tamworth to Manilla Bailway.
The construction of this line, which branches off the Great Northern Line at West Tamworth) 

has been authorised by Parliament, and working drawings are in course of preparation. #
The country traversed is of undulating character, and the Peel Biver is crossed at 12 miles 73 chains 

from the junction with the main line.
The length of the line will be 20 miles 45 chains, and the estimated cost is £73,170.
The works on the line will be of a light character, as the surface of the ground will be followed as 

nearly as the exigencies of the grade and other circumstances will admit.
The most important work on the line will be the Peel Biver Bridge, which will consist of. steel 

girders in three spans of 66 feet each, supported on concrete piers, in addition to which there will be 
seven timber spans of 24 feet each in the approaches. ... .

Station and siding accommodation will be provided at four points on the line, including the terminal 
station at Manilla. . ,

The permanent-way will be laid with 60-lb. steel flat-bottomed rails spiked to ironbark sleepers. 
The line will, for the greater part of its length, remain unfenced.
It is anticipated that the works will be completed in about eighteen months from the date of their 

commencement. -

Bailway connection with Darling Island.
As it has been decided to utilise the large valuable water frontage of Bailing Island, steps have 

been taken to extend the Darling Harbour line in that direction.
A contract was let to Messrs. Bromley and Holloway on 29th May, 1897, amounting to £4,348 5s., 

for the construction of the first portion of this extension which commences at a point 1 mile 17 chains 
9 links from Bedfern tunnel, and is 21 chains in length.

This contract provides for excavation and formation of a double line as far as Edward-street, for a, 
permanent steel bridge with concrete jack arches to carry Union-street over the railway the full width of 
the street, and for a timber bridge of a temporary character to provide for the traffic along Murray-street.

The time provided in the contract for completion of these works is twenty-six weeks.
The works are now in progress.

Extension •
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. Extension of Rookwood Cemetery Branch.
This is an extension of the branch line for about 68 chains beyond tbe original receiving-house, 

and it has been constructed in compliance with the wishes of the Trustees.
The end of the original receiving-house has been altered to allow of the line being extended 

beyond it, and the platform accommodation has been considerably added to.
A second receiving-house and platform have been built at the far end of the extension.
The general work has been carried out by day labour, but the buildings by contract.
The full cost of the works has been

Works carried out by day work ... ... ... £4,810 0 9
Works carried out by day contract ... ... ... 1,752 19 9

Total cost ... ... ... £6,503 0 6

The sum voted for this work was £6,700. The balance remaining after completion of the works, 
viz., £136 19s. 6d., will be utilised for the purpose of improving the water supply.

The works were completed and handed over to the Eailway Commissioners on 20th ^February, 1897.

' Water Supply at Mowra, on the Orange to Eorhes Bailway.
This work was decided on, as was pointed out in last year’s report, to supplement the supply of 

water for locomotive purposes, as the town supply at Parkes had proved unreliable.
. The works comprised the excavation of a tank and the formation of a dam, which will impound, 

when full, 893,000 gallons of water ; also a brick tower carrying a wrought-iron tank of 20,000-gallons 
capacity. '

The pumping plant has been provided and fixed complete by the Eailway Commissioners.
_ The works (excepting the pumping plant) were carried out in three contracts, particulars of which

are given below :—
No. 1..—Excavation of tank ... ... ...............£236 1 4
No. 2.,—Wrought iron tank ... ... ............... 278 0 0
No. 3.—Brick tower ... ... ... ............... 77 0 0

The total cost, as charged to date, has been £645 12s.
Considerable delay took place before this supply could be made use of by locomotives, as the weather 

continued dry during the whole summer ; they were, however, practically' completed by August of 1896.

Proposed Bailway Extension into the City of Sydney.
The plans and estimates for the proposed extension of the railway from Bedfern to Park-street, 

as recommended by the Eailway Commissioners, and urged in their letter dated 28th April, 1896, 
were prepared and submitted to a Eoyal Commission appointed on 22nd December, 1896, to inquire into 
and report on the whole subject.

The Eoyal Commission commenced their duties on the 16th Pebruary, and made their report on 
1st June, 1897, recommending the adoption of a modification of the Eailway Commissioners’ scheme, by 
which the Eailway would be extended to St. James’ Eoad.

This proposal has been submitted to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works 

for report, and is very shortly to be dealt with by that body.

Manufacture and Supply of 250 tons of Iron Spikes for 60 lb. Rails.
A contract was let to Mr. William Sandford, of the Eskbank Ironworks, on 9th January, 1897, 

for the manufacture and supply of 250 tons of iron spikes for 60 lb. rails to meet the requirements of 
lines in progress, and for others authorised.

The contract rate is £12 9s. per ton ; the full supply to be completed in sixty-six weeks.

Manufacture and Supply of 12 Jib Water Cranes.
A contract has been let for the manufacture and supply of twelve Jib Water Cranes, to meet 

the requirements of lines in progress, and for stock.
The contract was let to Messrs. Pope, Maher, & Co. on 25th May, 1897, for completion in 

thirteen weeks, for the sum of £636.

Tenders for Permanent-way Material.
In August,’ 1896, an advertisement appeared in the Government Gazette inviting tenders for the 

manufacture within the Colony of 150,000 tons of steel rails. The tenders to be received by the 
Secretary for Public Works in Sydney, and the Agent-General for New South Wales in London, on 30th 
December, 1896.

No satisfactory tender was received. .

Staff.
The field staff employed in the supervision of the above works during the year under review has 

consisted of the following :—Three supervising engineers, four field assistants, two cadets.
Eor the construction of the Bookwood Extension the services of the Supervising Engineer of the 

Eailway Survey Branch were utilised.
One engineer has been employed during the whole of the year on the case of M'Sharry v. the 

Eailway Commissioners, now under arbitration.
Inspectors and sub-inspectors for the various classes of work carried out have been employed as 

required during the progress of the work.
The office staff has consisted of one Supervising Engineer, one Chief Draftsman, and ten 

Draftsmen. TEAMWAYS.
14—B
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TEAMWAYS.
Works in connection with the following are m progress

Willoughby Electric Tramway ... ... ...
George-street and Harris-street Electric Tramway ... 
Eose Bay Electric Tramway ... ... ... ...

Trial surveys with report and estimate have been ma

Tighe’s Hill to Waratah... ............... ...
Extension to St. Leonards Eailway Station ... 
Ocean-street Cable—Extension to Double Bay ... 
Newcastle to Cockle Creek, and Lake Macquarie 
Bridge-street to Circular Quay ... ... ...

Miles.
2

Chains.
45 Single track.

3 20 Double track.
1 23 Single track.

following tramway proposals
Miles.
i

Chains.
5 Single track.

0 50 Single track.
0 52 Double track.
6 40 Single track.
0 37 Single track.

Willoughby Electric Tramway.
The construction of this tramway was authorised in December, 1S96. The starting point is the 

terminus of the existing cable tramway in Palcon-street, thence the line runs along the IS orth Sydney 
Eoad, Mowbray-road, and Penshurst-street to the intersection of Victoria-avenue, Chatswood, a distance 
of 2 miles 45 chains from the point of commencement. _ _ . • ,

This being an electric tramway it has been decided to substitute electric traction for cable on the 
cable tramway between the power-house and the terminus in Ealcon-street, a distance of 60 chains. _ 

An additional generator for the Willoughby tramway, together with the necessary driving gear, is 
being erected in the power-house at Eidge-street, and will be driven by belts ofE the main cable engines.

The overhead construction will be similar to that used on the Mosman s Bay Electric Tramway ; an 
accumulator house will he erected on a Government Eeserve at Park-street, Willoughby, and will contain 
215 cells and a motor-booster. The estimated cost of this tramway is £16,978. _

Owing to tbe additional rolling stock required for this tramway, it became necessary to increase 
the accommodation in the car-house at Eidge-street. The necessary alterations are being carried out by 
day-labour, the switches and crossings for the entrance being manufactured at Cockatoo Island. Ihe 
estimated cost of the alterations to the car-house and necessary track work is £2,600.

The following list shows the number and particulars of contracts in connection with the construc
tion of this tramway :—

Contract No. 1.—Plastic bond contract completed. Material at power-house, North Sydney.
Contract No. 2.—Poles and brackets. Contract let, work in hand.
Contract No. 3.--Generator, &c. Contract let, work in hand.
Contract No. 4.—Accumulators. Contract let, work in hand. .
Contract No. 5.—Overhead wiring. Tenders under consideration.
Contract No. 6.—Permanent-way, &c. Tenders invited—due 19tb July, and since let to Mr. A.

Johnston. r j.
Contract No. 7.—Motor-booster and switchboard. Tenders recommended tor acceptance.

George-street and Harris-street Electric Tramway.
The construction of this tramway was sanctioned by Act of Parliament assented to 14th September,

1896 The tramway commences at the eastern side of the Circular Quay and following the curvature of the 
Quay passes the wharves of the various ferry companies ; thence by way of Queen s wharf to George-street, 
and along that street to its junction with the existing tramway opposite the Benevolent Asylum, running 
parallel with the existing steam lines to a point opposite Terminus-street ; iollowmg the existing s eam 
lines for a few chains it branches off at Harris-street, on which street the line will run until John-stree 
is reached, where it terminates. A junction is provided for with the existing steam tramways running to 
the Bedfern Eailway Station. The 'distance from Circular Quay to John-street is 3 miles 20 chains and 
is double track all the way—the length of single track, including cross-over roads and junctions, to be 
constructed being about 7 miles. Estimated cost, £130,500. _ ■

The following list shows the number and particulars of contracts m connection with the construction
of this trauway :—

Contract No. 1—Plastic bond. Contract completed ; material in Government store. _
Contract No. 2.—Mannesman Poles. Tender accepted ; poles should he here m about six weeks. 
Contract No. 3.—Steam engines and generators. Tender accepted. ,
Contract No. 4.—Permanent-way, George-street 1 Specification practically completed , tenders to be 
Contract No. 5.—Permanent-way, Harris-street) _ invited shortly.
Contract No. 6.—Points and crossings. Under consideration. ^
Contract No. 7.—Boilers. Tenders close on 12th July. Since let to Messrs. G. and C. Hoskins. 
Contract No. 8.—Boiler settings and mountings. Not yet decided. _ _
Contract No. 9.—Swdtchboard, station wiring and lighting. Under consideration.
Contract No. 10.—Accumulators. Under consideration.
Contract No. 11.—Overhead wiring. Plans now ready.
Contract No. 12.—Power-house. Under consideration.
Contract No. 13.—Brackets and poles, mountings. Drawings being prepared.
Contract No. 14.—Car-house. Sketch plan approved by Eailway Commissioners.

Contract No. 15.—Travelling Cranes. Drawing in hand. _
Contract No. 16.—Boeder cables and junction boxes. Tenders invited. _
Contract No. 17.—Circulating and feed pumps, piping, &e. Not yet decided.
Contract No. 18.—Sea-water supply for condensers. Under consideration.
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Of the contracts let up to date, the most important is that for the Steam engines and Generators’ 

contract No. 3, for which Messrs. H. H. Kingsbury and Co.’s tender has been accepted. Now that this 
tender has been accepted the contracts for buildings will be pushed on, the. sketch plans for the 
arrangement of power-house and offices being well advanced. The contracts let for boilers, engines, 
and generators include provision for future conversion to electric traction of existing tramways. The 
Mannesman poles, which it has been decided to use for carrying the overhead work, will be ornamented 
m neat design of wrought and cast iron work. The steam-boilers, for which tenders have been invited, 
are of the same type as those in use at Kushcutters’ Bay, which have proved to be so satisfactory in 

an^ economical in consumption of fuel. Land has been resumed between Mary Ann Street and 
u 1 n m ®‘enrJr Street, Ultimo, for the erection of the power-house and car-house required for not only 

the George and Harris Streets Tramway, but also for the conversion of the whole existing system.

Rose Bay Electric Tramway.
The construction of this tramway was authorised during January, 1897, the point of commence

ment being the terminus of the King-street to Ocean-street cable tramway at Ocean-street, thence alono' 
i6- Head Koad to Kose Bay, a distance of 1 mile 23 chains single track. The generators, of

which tnere are two, together with the necessary driving gear, will be placed in the cable tramway power
house at Kushcutters Bay, being driven by belts off the main cable engines, the current being carried by 
armoured cables lo the terminus of the cable tramway. -

. Provision has also been made for working the pumps in connection with the Double Bay sewerage 
pumping station the current being carried by an overhead wire attached to the bracket poles from the 
leeder-pillar at the Ocean-street terminus.
_ _ The overhead construction will be similar to that intended to be used for the George-street and
Harris-street electric tramway, the poles, however, being of wood similar to those used for the Mosman’s 
Bay and Willoughby electric tramways.

. (.T,h.e following list shows the number and particulars of contracts in connection with the construe-
tion oi this tramway :—

Contract No. 1. Plastic bond. Material ordered.
,, 2. Generators. Delivered at power-house.
„ 3. Driving gear. Now being manufactured at Hudson’s Bros.
„ 4. Accumulators. Tender accepted.
„ 5. Overhead wiring. Drawing prepared.
,, 6. Poles and brackets. Tender accepted.
„ 7. Permanent-way. Survey in hand.
„ 8. Switchboard and connections. Tenders under consideration.
„ 9. Accumulator-room and benches. Tenders invited.
,, 10. Peeder cables and junction-boxes..

Office Staff.
The staff employed during the year under review on tramway construction, inclusive of the office 

work, comprised one_ assistant engineer, one surveyor, one engineering assistant, and three draftsmen. 
Arrangements are being made for increasing the staff, which is at present very insufficient, to cope with 
the work. J ’ 1

H. DEANE,
Engineer-in-Chief for Bailway Construction.

(II.)
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(II.)

Return of Expenditure on Public "Works carried on by Railway Construction Branch from 1st July, 1896,
to 30th June, 1807.

Woik, and where situated.

Berrigan to Jerilderie..............................
Berrigan to Finley ............................. .
Cootamundra to Chmdagai.......................
Cootamundra to Temora.........................
Culcairn to Corowa..................................
City Extension..........................................
GJ-oulburn to Crookwell .........................
Gundagai to Tumut.................................
Goulburn to Cooma .............................
Goulburn to Wagga..................................
Galong to Burrowa . .................
Homebush to Waratah ...........................
Inverell to Glen Innes..............................
Kiama to Nowra ......................................
Land Claims, Old Lines ......................
Lismore to The Tweed..............................
Land Resumptions ................................
Marrickville to Burwood Road ...............
Molong to Parkes and Forbes ......... ..
Murrumburrah to Blayney........................
Nevertire to Warren ................................
Narrabri to Moree ...................................
Nyngan to Cobar...................... ...............
Orange to Dubbo.......................................
Parkes to Condobolin .............................
Rookwood Cemetery Extension ..............
Sydney to Wollongong and Kiama ... ..
South Grafton to Glen Innes ...............
St. Leonards to Milson’s Point ...............
Tamworth to Tenterfield.........................
Tamworth to Manilla ........ .......
Tarago to Braidwood ..............................
Trial Surveys .... .. ...
Wallerawang to Mudgee...........................
Wagga to Tumberumba .....................
Gratuities to Retrenched Officers...........
Establishment Salaries .........................
Work done tor other Departments ...

When
com

menced.

If finished, 
actual amount of 

expcndituie

If unfinished, 
amount of 

expenditure to
30 June, 1897

Amount expended 
from 1 Julj, 1896, to 

30 June, 1897.

£ s. d £ s. d. £ s. d.

1895 39,°49 9 6 18,411 14 I

1897 614 5 9 614 5 9

1881 257,912 l9 O 17,475 8 O
1890 166,558 10 9 .................... I 12 5
1890 140,2 70 15 O 31 5 6

1883 4,872 8 IO 996 2 0
iss3 6,828 1 IO Nil

1883 36,848 11 2 4 14 10
1881 i,374,6io 14 8 • .. Nil

1879 99,573 I 4 Nil

1884 400 12 s 400 12 8
1881 2,145,454 18 IO 207 15 7
1883 12,070 3 3 115 b 3
1883 361,371 10 9 407 7 7
1896 31 5 0 31 5 0
1883 QOI,Q64. 2 II 1,225 10 10
1896 ... 3,768 9 7 3,768 9 7

1890 182,676 17 2 4,084 9 7
1883 382,037 8 IO 819 13 11
1881 1,043,960 IO 5 Nil

1897 2,347 10 7
18S3 121,130 14 3 ' 29,073 I 1
1883 296,273 I 2 Nil

1880 26,420 I 1 Nil

1895 ...... 9,777 2 6 72,639 7 5
1895 6,693 9 O 4,626 I 8

1881 1,048,899 8 8 117 II IO
1883 10,809 I5 I I 1,252 3 0
1890 330,308 7 7 2,976 7 7

1886 232,888 I 5 I 4 4

1897 1,39317 i,393 17 I
1883 3,365 8 IO Nil

* 12,403 14 5
1879 026,663 9 3 Nil

1883 5)353 ^ 2 Nil
62 7 IO

M54 I I

...................... 8,423 13 5

Total £ 8,280, 732 3 7 1,988,124 16 7 185,3661411

* Sec Statement attached.

Summary.
£ s. d.

Loans ...................................................... ... . 175,426 12 7

Bevenue .......................................................................... 1,516 8 11

Serfices of other Departments...................................... 8,423 13 5

£185,366 14 11

Return of Expenditure on Public Works carried on by Tramway Construction Branch from 1st July,
1896, to 30th June, 1897.

Work, and \\ hei e situated

Alterations and additions—Car-house, North
Sydney ......................................................

Bondi to the Beach ......................................
Balmain-Forest Lodge......................................
Conversion Scheme ........................................
George-street Electric ......................................
Eing-street to Ocean-street.............................
Military-road, North Sydney..........................

Amount expended 
from 1 July, 1896, 
to 30 Ju^e, 1897.

Work, and where situated.
Amount expended 
fiom 1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

£ s. d.
Military-road, Mossman’s Bay .....................

£ s. d.
6,484 1 0

93 9 1 Newcastle, Tighe’s Hill.................................. 19 0

100 Rose Bay.......................................................... 2,216 0 8

34 10 10 Willoughby Extension ................................ 919 7 8

no 0 4 
2,222 15 10

Services of other Departments......... ............ 10 ii 9

27 5 2
19 10 0

Total.........................................£ 12,140 1 4

Summary.
£ s. d.

Loans...................................................................... ........... 12,129 9 7

Services other Depaitments ............. ............ ............... 10 11 9

£12,140 1 4
Return
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Eetuen of Public Works carried on by Railway Construction Branch from 1st July, 1896, to
30th June, 1897. '

Tkial ScEvrys.

W ork.
Amount expended 
from 1 Julj, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897

Work.
Amount expended 
from 1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

£ s. d • £ s. d.
Armidale to the Coast................................... 106 6 Inyerell to Moree ................................ 805 II
Borings for proposed Bridge to North Koorawatha to Wyalong ........ .. 026 12 3

Sydney from Dawes Point............... . 325 19 3 Liverpool to Mulgoa ............ .. 75° 14 7
Belmore to Liverpool ...................................... 642 6 O Locksley Deviation..................... . . 68 15 8
Berngan to Finley ............................................ 56 2 4 Mudgee to Gulgong .......................... . 4 3 4
Bowral to Robertson ... .............. 20 9 2 Mudgee to Coonamble .................... J9 11 2
Barmedman to Hillston.................................. O O Mos-s Yale to Robertson .. ... 1 1 3
Braemar to Mittagong .................. 7 12 4 Mudgee to Walgett ............ 1 15 6
Bogan G-ate to Bullock Wharf . . . 5 O Miscellaneous . . .......................... 203 15 9
Byrock to Brewarnna ................................ 52 9 2 Nairandera to Bare! Ian (Explorations) . 5 10 3
Coolamon to Anah ........ ............. 617 1 5 Nevertire to Warren ................................... 813 6 3
Cowra to Grenfell............... 37 0 6 Narrahn to Pilhga ...................... 68 15 8
Condobohn to Broken Bill .. .............. 2,231 12 1 Pearce’s Creek to Balhua ............ . I 6 O
Cudgelhco to Hillston ........... ......... II 4 6 Picton to Mutagong ...................... . C62 12 7
Condobohn to Cudgelhco.............................. 38 H O Bock t') Brookong, at Green’s Gunyah 80 12 9
Condobohn to Euabalong .............................. 73 8 2 Rose Hill to Dural ................ ... . 76 I? 10
Dargan’s Creek Deviation................................. 63 5 2 Singleton to JVrrv’s Plains . 622 11 4
Dubbo to Coonamble.......................................... IO 5 4 Tdmworth to M^nil'a .. . 155 9 9
Darling Island ........... ...................... a
Dubbo to Parkes ......................................... I 6 0 Temora to Hillston .................... . I I 1 0
Grong Grong to Anah.............................. 3I7 2 Warren to C oonamble .. ... 34 5 6
Gulgong to Walgett .................................... I 8 4 Woolabra to Collarendabri ................... 1,512 8 4
Guvra to South Grafton.......................... 101 18 0 Wollongong to Port Kembla .. . 52 8 I I
Gregra to Cudal .......................................... 3 O 0 —
Hill Top Deviation ..................................... 1 l6 0 £ 12,403 H 5

Total Expenditure on Railway and Tramway Construction. * 2 3 4 * 6

Year. Radwaj s

£ s.
1857-8 .................................. 51,467 6
1859 ........................................ 73.659 7
i860 ....................................... 210,687 0
1861 ......................................... 250,017 12
1862 ....................................... 248,245 7
1863 ....................................... 311,787 8
1864 ......................................... 348,707 11
1865 ......................................... 356,234 7
1866 ..................................... 494,i65 7
1867 ........................................ 536,327 1
1868 ....................................... 538,480 16
1869 ......................................... 444,36i 2
1870 ......................................... 436,756 12
1871 ........................................ 282,215 I7
1872 ......................... .............. 134,014 8
1873 ........................................ 81,063 6
1874 ....................................... 348,18018
1875....................................... 471,895 4
1876 ....................................... 647,272 5
1877 ......................................... 589,43919
1878 ....................................... 793,351 4
1879 ......................................... 946,380 2

Tramw aj s.

d.
0 

ii
2

710
5
8

11 
8 
5
5 

ii 
ii

7
3
8
4 

io
31
7
6 15,227 10 8

Year. Railways Tramw aj s

1880...............................................
£ s. d 

1,430,042 15 0

£ s. d.
■ 29,008 19

1881................................................. 1,652,978 16 6 108,02614
1882............................................... 1,695,07013 3 190,979 0
1883............................................... 2,111,057 9 2 200,83518
1884........................................... 2,871,684 6 10 105,308181
1885......................................... 2,489,776 12 7 64,657 r7
1886 ........................................ 2,048,706 13 5 88,509 l8
1887........................................... 1,275,118 15 11 49,509 4 1
1888......................................... 660,885 O
1S89............................................... 257,022 14 I 5,546 12
1890.................................... 151,788 11 10 25,453 J4
1891............................................. 601,507 17 8 82,808 I9 

83,260 111892................................................. 970,ojo 10 0
1893 ....................................... 849,!84 13 4 I33,°94 12
1st dan, 1894, to 30th 

June, 1895............... 474,763 6 10 116,357 11
1st July, 1895, to 30th 

June, 1896 ................. 208,154 8 5 6,562 2
1st July, 1896, to 30th 

Jun°, 1897 ............... 185,366 14 11 12,140 I

Totals............... £ 28,527,850 16 8 1,317,288 8

O 'O
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(HI.) ,

Report of the Eng'i n eer-in-Chief for Public Works.

Sir, , Department of Public Works, Sydney, 22 October, 1897.
I forward herewith reports of the Principal Assistant Engineers and Superintendent of 

Dredges on the various works under control of this Branch of the Public Works Department for year 
ending 30th June, 1897.

The following are the heads of the reports which are attached :—
1. Harbours and Eivers Navigation.
2. Metropolitan Water Supply Construction.
3. Country Towns Water Supply.

' 4. Bridge Construction and Renewals.
5. Water Conservation and Irrigation.
6. Dredge Service.
7. Surveys, Soundings, and Borings.

Harbours and Hirers Navigation.
Mr. H. R. Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer for Harbours and Eivers, in his report gives full 

particulars of the progress of the various works during the last twelve months.
Satisfactory progress has been made with most of the Harbour works ; in some cases, as at the 

Clarence Eiver and Newcastle, the works are more of a preparatory nature, so that there is not much to 
show for the year’s operations. At the former entrance the south training wall was completed under 
contract, and it has proved most successful in fixing and maintaining a deep water entrance to the river. 
Such a thing as a steamer being bar bound at the Clarence Eiver never occurs now,—indeed, the steamer 
can enter day and night at all states of the tide. Preparations were being made for starting the 
Q-oodwood Island training bank.

At Newcastle no actual progress was made with the breakwater, but the new quarry was being 
opened up, the various railways and tramways constructed for carrying stone to the breakwater, cranes 
and gantries erected for lifting the stone to and from punts, and special punts were being constructed for 
carrying the stone across the harbour. All these preparations being now in a forward state, the actual 
work of construction will be commenced immediately.

Authority has been given to commence the construction of a quay wall round Darling Island in 
Sydney Harbour, with monolithic blocks of concrete, instead of a timber wharf as has hitherto been our 
universal practice. The site is specially suitable for such a structure, as the bottom is all sound rock at 
a depth of about 28 feet from low water. The necessary plant is being prepared, and the actual work of 
constructing the 30-ton blocks has been commenced. A large punt to carry a 30-ton steam crane is being 
built at Cockatoo Island, so that it will not be long before block-setting can be commenced.

The total expenditure connected with Harbours and Eivers Navigation ’Works along the coast 
during the year was as follows :—

£ s. d.
1. Tweed Eiver Improvements... ... ... ... ... ... 6,151 0 3
2. Eichmond Eiver Improvements ... ' ... ... ... ... 26,137 5 8
3. Clarence River Improvements ... ... ... ... ... 13,839 17 8
4. Bellinger Eiver Improvements ... ... ... ... ... 5,546 0 2
5. Nambucca Eiver Improvements ... ... ... ... ... 3,214 14 0
0. Macleay Eiver and Trial Bay ... ... ... ... ... 13,564 4 0
7. Manning Eiver Improvements ... ... ... ... ... 10,812 18 1
8. Hunter Eiver and Newcastle Harbour ... ... ... ... 40,486 6 8
9. Sydney Harbour ..................................................................... 46,622 16 5

10. Reclamation Works, Cook’s Eiver and Shea’s Creek ... ... 37,943 6 5
11. Darling Eiver Improvements ... ... ... ... ... 642 12 9
12. Camden Haven Improvements ... ... ... ... ... 97 6 8
13. Micellaneous Works at various Ports and Eivers, and for other

Departments ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 87,668 12 5
' 292,727 1 2

Expenditure on account of Dredge Service ... ... 79,255 15 0

Total expenditure on Harbours and Eivers ... ... £371,982 16 2
The Government workshops at Eitzroy Dock were busily employed throughout the year at new 

work and repairs and alterations to dredge plant, steamers, harbour works plant, and sundry work for 
other Departments.

The most important work of alteration undertaken was the conversion of the tug “Ajax” into 
a suitable pilot steamer for Newcastle Harbour. This boat has been fitted with a "hurricane deck 
throughout, the old main deck fitted up with cabins for the crew and pilots, electric light laid on all over 
the vessel, steam steering gear supplied, and the fittings generally made suitable for a first-class pilot boat.

The total expenditure at the Dock, most of which is for wages, amounted to £57,479 Is. lOd.
* Metropolitan
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Metropolitan Water Supply.
The Centennial Park Eeservoir—a covered reservoir, designed to hold 20,000,000 gallons, in 

connection with the Metropolitan Water Supply—is in course of construction. The walls are nearly 
finished, and a commencement has been made with the groined coke-concrete roof, which is a special 
feature in the design of this reservoir. When all complete, the top surface will be grassed over to a 
nearly true level, affording an area of about 2| acres, which, being part of the City Park, can be used 
for tennis grounds or other such purposes.

• Country Towns Water Supply.
Concrete storage reservoir dams were in course of construction at Armidale, Tamworth, and 

Parkes, all by day labour, this system being found cheaper and in every wa)' more desirable than by 
contract for important works of this class. Surveys aud plans were in progress for a number of other 
water supplies, all of which are detailed in Mr. Price’s report.

The total expenditure on Water Supply Works during the year amounted to £54,353 13s. 9d.

Bridge Construction and Renewals.
Mr. E. M. de Burgh, Assistant Engineer for Bridge Construction, gives a full report on progress 

of bridge construction.
One hundred and twenty-four new bridges, with a total length of 13,483 feet, were completed and 

opened to traffic during the year, while contracts were still in progress for sixty-one others, with an 
aggregate length of 10,970 feet. ‘

The principal bridges in course of construction were those over the Hunter Eiver at Morpeth, 
Kangaroo Valley Suspension Bridge, Murray Eiver at Albury, and timber approaches to Gundagai 
Bridge.

The total expenditure in bridge construction during the year amounted to £158,704 15s. 9d.

Water Conservation and Irrigation.
Mr. H. G. M'Kinney, Principal A ssistant Engineer for Water Conservation and Irrigation, reports 

on works under his charge. Mr. M‘Kinney’s time has been fully occupied with Colonel Home, E.E., who 
had been appointed by the Government to examine and report on the various schemes that have been 
proposed from time to time, and to deal with the question generally. Pending completion of h;s report, 
no important work was undertaken, but the contracts in hand were completed.

The total expenditure connected with water conservation works for the year amounted to £32,647 
9s. 3d. .

. Dredging Work.
Mr. A. B. Portus, Superintending Engineer of the Dredge Service, gives a complete report of the 

Dredging operations.
The sand-pump dredges, of which we now have fifteen at work, continue to give every satisfaction, 

as an economical and effective class of dredge for dealing with the sand which obstructs most of our 
harbour and river entrances.

An attempt was made during the year to make a cutting into the Macleay Eiver from the sea 
where the new entrance is being formed, and the self-propelling sand-pump “ Jupiter” was sent to under
take the work. Owing to a long continuance of very bad weather, during which time the dredge had to 
stand out to sea and ride out two heavy gales, the experiment was only partially successful. Some very 
useful work was, however, accomplished; but it demonstrated clearly that a dredge, to be suitable for 
work of this nature, must have wholly independent propelling and pumping engines, and must be a light 
draft handy vessel with twin screws. Such a vessel has been designed, and a contract entered into for its 
construction. Some of our ladder-dredges lay idle through the year, the sum available for dredging not 
being sufficient to keep all the plant at work ; the most efficient portion was retained in commission.

Surveys, Soundings, and Borings.
, Shortly after the beginning of the year under review the whole of the survey work of the Depart

ment, with the exception of the detail work of the Sewerage Construction Branch, was combined and 
placed under the control of Mr. G. H. Halligan as Chief Surveyor. The change has proved satisfactory, 
and full details of the surveys, &c., carried out during the year will be found in Mr. Halligan’s report.

General.
The whole staff of officers employed under my direction worked most zealously and efficiently 

throughout the year; without their hearty co-operation the amount of work passed through this Branch 
could not have been accomplished.

I have, &c., .
C. W. DAELET, M. Inst. C.E.,

Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works.

(IV.)
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(IV.)

Report of the Principal Assistant Engineer for Harbours and Rivers.

I forward herewith for the information of the Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works my report on the 
principal works carried out by this branch of the Works Department during the year 1st July, 1896, to 
80th June, 1897, classified as follows :—■ .

Works for the Improvement, Maintenance, and convenience of Navigation.
Miscellaneous Works.

North Coast District.
Tweed River.

Training-walls at Entrance.—The total length of these walls is now 28,700 feet with an output of 
239,808 tons of stone, at a cost of £20,353, or 26'37d. per ton, The length constructed during the year 
was 2,700 feet, with 47,338 tons of stone costing £4,352, or 22'OOd. per ton. _

No. 5 Wall was extended 240 feet to 10,890 feet from Cave Point seawards, its total length, 
including portion above Cave Point, being 19,010 feet. The total stone used has been 180,154 tons, 
costing £19,007, or 25'32d. per ton. This has, therefore, taken 9'47 tons of stone and cost £1 per 
lineal foot.

No. 2 Wall.—This wall was extended 2,520 feet, a total length of 0,320 feet, The total stone 
used has been 30,097 tons, costing £4,545 or 30'23d. per ton. This wall has taken 5'71 tons of stone and 
cost 14s. 41d. per lineal foot. _

No. 3 Wall.—1,120 tons of stone was placed on this wall to make up for subsidence, but no 
additional length was built. The length of this wall is 3,370 feet, having taken 23,557 tons at a cost of 
£2,701, or 27'53d. per ton, or an average of 7 tons of stone at a cost of 16s. per lineal foot.

The s.s. “ Chindera” was wrecked on the bar on 9th September. On 5th October the wreck was 
blown up with dynamite, only a small portion being left, and up to the present this has not proved an 
obstruction to navigation. _ _

A small wharf was constructed at Boyd’s Bay, six piles for mooring were driven at the Spit, near 
G-overnment wharf, and sundry small repairs were done to Murwillumbah and Tumbulgum wharfs at a 
cost of £55.

Byrun Bay.
A contract was let for repairs to jetty and fair progress has been made. £1,200 having been paid 

to date. .
One of the mooring buoys having carried away it was replaced, and all anchors, chains, &c., were 

overhauled and put in good order.
Richmond River.

Northern Breakwater.—This breakwater has been extended 400 feet, being now 2,590 feet from 
high-water mark. The stone used was 48,983 tons, costing £8,997, or 44’08d. per ton. _

Southern Breakwater.—This wail was extended 574 feet with 51,776 tons of stone, costing £8,899, 
or 4l'25d. per ton. The total length is now 5,926 feet from high-water mark.

Biley’s Hill Quarry.—100,759 tons of stone was quarried and loaded into punts, at a cost of 
£9,325, or 22'21d. per ton, for use on the above breakwaters.

North Creek Canal.—This canal was formally opened for traffic on July 20th, 1896. The grab 
dredge “Zeta” has been employed widening the waterway between the Tintenbar-road Bridge and North 
Creek, and has completed 2,740 feet from the bridge to a width of 66 feet. _

Two New Punts for Harbour Works.—These punts, which are being constructed for conveying 
stone from the Biley’s Hill Quarry to the breakwaters, are of wood, and are to carry 200 tons each. One 
is almost completed and the other should be in a month’s time.

South-arm Improvements.—A ti-tri wall, composed of old rails driven 5 feet apart and interlaced 
with ti-tri, has been built on the left bank of the river, opposite Oakey Creek. The length completed 
is 360 feet. A small groin of ti-tri saplings driven close together has been put in on the right bank of 
the river at Oakey Creek, to direct the water from the creek down stream, and another of ti-tri and rails 
has been put in on the same bank about 100 yards higher up to direct the water on the first-mentioned wall.

At Irvington 235 feet of ti-tri and rails has been put in above the wharf, and a continuation of 
565 feet on the same line is now being constructed below the wharf. _

Snagging Bichmond Biver and Tributaries.—Work has been done at the following places to the 
amount set opposite them :—

South Arm...
North Arm 
Leycesfer Creek 
Wilson’s Creek 

, Emigrant Creek
Teven Creek 
Sandy Creek 
Bungawalbyn Wharf

£ s. d.
1,737 13 6

313 3 7
135 11 8
330 6 5
342 12 11
311 7 6
43 • 2 3
67 5 5

£3,281 3 3
A jetty has been in course of construction at East Wardeii and is now nearly completed.

Clarence
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* Clarence River District.
South Training-wall.—The contract for this wall was finally completed in November, 1890. 

There was, however, no advance made, as the stone was all used for strengthening the tip head, and other 
parts, where found necessary. The total length of wall is 12,177 feet, for which 330,768 tons of stone was 
used, costing, including staging, £69,852, or £5 14s. 9d. per lineal foot of wall. The result of this work 
has been very satisfactory, there being over 30 feet of water along a good portion of the wall, the bar 
carrying very seldom less than 12 feet at low water. ’
. North Training-wall—The work of removing the old wall to low water, and depositing the stone 
m the new wall, was again carried on by day labour, and a further quantity of 14,305 tons removed 
extending the wall 60 feet, making the total length 2,607 feet, with 72,078 tons, costing 23-73d. per ton! 
The available stone was all used up in November, 1896. ° 1 ’
. Goodwood Island Training-wall—The work of getting the plant, roads, &c., into proper order 
for carrying out this work, which it was decided should be none by day labour, was commenced in 
February. A new cutting into the quarry was made to improve the grade, locomotive shed removed, 
hue at weighbridge lifted ; wharf at I’reeburn Island for loading stone into punts, and a coal wharf and 
bunker, are being built, and it is expected that the output of stone will begin very shortly.

Eemoval of Court House Kocks, Maclean—The work of blasting and removing this rock w-as 
continued, and the total quantity removed to 30th June was 11,740 tons, leaving 13 feet at low water.

South Arm Eocks.—This reef is about three-quarters of a mile from the main river, near Maclean, 
and a hundred feet channel is being cut through it to a depth of 8 feet at low water. The stone removed 
was 4,775 tons.

Eepairs to Wharfs.—ITlmarra Wharf was repaired, and the approach to Upper Southgate Wharf 
was protected by ballast, at a cost of £98. D

Macleay River District.

Bellinger Biver Improvements.

No. 1 wall was extended 204 feet, making its total length to date 3,014 feet; the stone used was 
24,216 tons. No. 2 wall was extended 214 feet, to a length of 1,384 feet, with 638 tons of stone. No. 5 
wall was commenced, and 1,600 feet of it constructed, with an output of 2,957 tons.

. The total length of these walls is now 5,998 feet, and stone used 109,002 tons, or about 18 tons 
per lineal foot, costing at contract rate £3 7s. 6d.
, The result of these works has been very satisfactory, considering their unfinished state, the channel 
being now straight out from end of No. 1 wall, with 7 feet at low water on the bar. ’

Nambucca Biver Improvements.

North Training-wall—This wall has been extended 634 feet, with 22,047 tons of stone ; the total 
length is now 968 feet, for 25,025 tons of stone, or about 26 tons, costing £3 10s. per lineal foot of wall. 
This work is not yet advanced sufficiently to cause any improvement in the depth of water in channel or 
on the bar.,

A new wharf at Bowra was erected at a cost of £507.

. Macleay Biver, New Entrance.

The new channel was dredged to a depth of 10 feet at low water, or an average of about 14 feet 
depth of excavation, over an area of 10'7 acres ; length of channel, 2,000 feet, by 250 feet wide.

South "Wall—447 feet of this wall was made with 15,587 tons of stone.
. North Wall.—457 feet was constructed, and 1,980 feet of facing was completed, on north bank.

This, with the stone deposited on north side for future use, took 41,625 tons of stone. ’
The expenditure to date was £9,452, or 3s. 075d. per ton on the 57,212 tons deposited.
Twenty-five tip trucks were built, locomotive got ready for work, and a shed erected for it.
The bar has not improved much yet, but all the steamers use this entrance, portion of their carm) 

being however transhipped into droghers under the shelter of the Trial Bay Breakwater. The average 
depth on the bar atjlow water has been 3 feet 9 inches. °
_ _ A wharf is in course of construction at the end of South Training-wall, and is nearly completed •
its dimensions are 50 feet by 15 feet. ’

A new wharf was erected at Summer Island on the Macleay Eiver at a cost of £216.

Trial Bay Harbour Works.

17,751 tons of stone were deposited in the breakwater, which was extended from 537 feet to 
600 feet, or 63 feet, which included making a washback of 55 feet, which took place during the gale of 
5th November, 1896; the depth of water at end at low water is 28 feet. The cost for the year was £3,908, 
or 4s. 4'85d. per ton. The 600 feet of breakwater has taken 191,303 tons, costing £19,610, being 5s. 2-23d! 
per ton, or £82 13s. 8d. per foot of breakwater. This price includes running over 29,000 tons of stone 
under 4 tons in weight to spoil, and also removing nearly 109,000 cubic yards of stripping.

The average number of prisoners has been 116. In addition to the actual work on breakwater, two 
new quarries have been opened up ready for work when required, and all plaut, gaol, quarters, &c., kept 
in repair. ^

Bepairs to District Wharfs.

Greenhills, Belmore, Gladstone, Maxville, and Long Eeach Wharfs were repaired at a cost of £190.
14—E Newcastle



34

DUO

Newcastle District.
Hastings River.

A now wharf 4G feet by 20 feet with landing-stage and shoot from cargo-shed was completed at a
cost of £432. .

A wharf was erected near the entrance to Morton Creek costing £322.
A wharf at Eawdon Island was commenced.

Camden Haven.

A wharf was erected at Kendall costing £259.
Some rock was removed from the channel near the heads at a cost of £90.

Manning River.
North Training-wall.—This wall was extended 587 feet, with 30,833 tons of stone, costing £5.652 ; 

total length of wall is now 1,162 feet. The coating in front of wall was completed m October; stone 
deposited"6,887 tons; expenditure £1,550. The wall has therefore cost, altogether, £11,685 to date, or
£10 Is. per lineal foot, and taken 62-169 tons, or 53| tons per lineal foot. _

Eiver Training-wall, North Side.—This wall w'as extended 414 feet, with 23,000 tons M stone, 
costing £2,799, and is now 834 feet long, for 32,689 tons, or 39'2 tons, costing £4 10s. 3d. per lineal foot 
of wall.

Ghinni Ghinni Wharf was repaired at a cost of £206.
Small repairs were done to Taree Wharf.

Cape Haivke and Wallamba River.
Eepairs were done to Tuncurry and Eorster Wharfs, and a small wharf was constructed at 

AVallamba.
Myall River.

A wharf was constructed at Tea Gardens at a cost of £158. .

Newcastle Harbour.
The Eock-breaker “ Poseidon” removed a portion of the 12-^oot rock near Stony Point, excavating

1,400 tons, at a cost of £1,592, or 7s. 3d. per ton. , , . e
The Eock-drill “ Cliona ” was engaged removing rock at the entrance to the new basin, an area ot 

1,285 feet by 25 feet was blasted to a depth of 4 feet, but none of it was lifted as no dredge was available.

Newcastle Wharfs.
General repairs to the wharfs, which are 11,800 feet long, were done at a cost of £642.
Extensive alterations and repairs to a portion of the Queen’s Wharf were carried out, /60 feet 

being reconstructed and widened 10 feet, making two commodious berths for vessels to load wool and 
irozen meat, with a depth of 24 feet at low water : cost £5,094. , J A , ,.

Two ballast jetties and seven mooring dolphins were constructed at Stockton on the reclamation
lino above Callen’s Slip.

Rrealcwaters and Guide-wall.
The railway line from quarry to Wallseud Junction was completed, the quarry was opened up, a 

40-ton w^emh-bridge erected, shear-legs and other lifting gear fixed, quarry reserve fenced, gantry and 
sidino-s in connection with the southern breakwater and guide-wall constructed, railway line from the 
harbour across Stockton to the northern breakwater partly laid ; 17 old waggons were fitted with new 
wheels axles, &c., to bring them up to the Eailway Commissioners’ standard; 20 new tip-trucks were 
built; a wharf for gantry at Stockton was being constructed; 2 locomotives, 2 30-ton cranes, and other 
plant were purchased; expenditure, £30,943.

Hunter River.
A new' wharf was built at Tomago for the convenience of settlers, at a cost of £443. 
The "Waratah Wharf was repaired, costing £130.

Paterson River.
A small wharf w'as erected atWoodville, costing £97.

Lake Macquarie.
A small jetty was erected near the Eailway Station at Dora Creek for the convenience of fishermen

and others, at a cost of £62. „ , , , j. n r i coCoal for Northern Eivers.—Arrangements were made for the purchase and despatch oi lb- 
cargoes of coal, weighing 9,538 tons, for the use of dredges, tugs, harbour works, &c., on the northern
xi/vcrs •

' Eepairs Shop, Bullock Island.—A large amount of work was done in connection with repairs to
dredges, tugs, punts, and other plant at the workshop at Bullock Island. Sydney
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Sydney and South Coast District.
Uroken Say and Haivlcesbury Siver. "

A boat channel was cut between Eiley’s and St. Hubert’s Islands, Woy Wot. Small repairs were 
done to wharfs at junction of Mangrove Creek, Wiseman’s Ferry, Wiseman’s Ferry Passenger Landing, 
junction of Colo Eiver, Sackville Eeach, and Careel Eay, Pittwater. Snagging was done at Mangrove 
Creek and the Macdonald Eiver. Two wooden punts to carry 200 tons each were constructed at Woy 
Woy for conveying stone across the Harbour at Newcastle to the Northern Breakwater.

' Port Jackson.
Wharfs and Sheds.—No. 2 Berth, Circular Quay, west side.—The masonry retaining wall, and 

ballast filling at the back of this wharf were completed, 1,026 cubic yards of masonry arid 16,400 tons of 
ballast being used. A cargo shed of timber, with a tiled roof, was erected, at a cost of £1,619. Its 
dimensions are 200 feet by 40 feet. An office was also erected, costing £223.

Altering No. 3 Berth and Construction of No. 1 Jetty.—This contract, which is for replacing one 
of the old A.S.N. Co.’s jetties, was commenced in May, and is expected to be completed ready for the 
wool season.

No., 3 Berth.—A cargo shed was erected, length 100 feet, width 30 feet, costing £308, and a 
wharfinger’s office for £50. 1,140 tons of material were excavated from the front of this berth, giving
26 feet at low water.

, Prince’s Stairs.—The necessary alterations to this jetty to fit it for receiving a pontoon were 
carried out, and pontoon placed in position.

Woolloomooloo Say.
Alterations and Additions to Cowper Wharf.—This work was finished in August, 1896, and the 

cargo shed, 175 feet long by 35 feet wide, was also finished during the year.
, East Side.—The work of levelling off the resumed land and reclaiming at back of wharf was 

continued. 8,190 tons of rock was excavaterl, and disposed of at Eushcutters’ Bay, Circular Quaj^, and 
other places, as well as 3.850 tons put into the local reclamation, and 2,289 cubic vards of masonry in 
retaining wall at back of wharf. ‘

, Ehe work of completing Nos. 1 and 2 berths, portion of which had previously been erected, was 
finished in May. The decking of No. 1 berth has been extended on a pile foundation as a floor for the 
cargo shed, and the shed of timber with a tiled roof, is now being erected. A similar shed is also being 
constructed on Berth No. 2. A road is also being formed and metalled along the back of these berths.

The Victoria-street Steps were finished during the year, and an iron railing put up.
Darling Island Wharfage.—A contract was let for a new ferry landing to replace one which has to 

be removed owing to the erection of the new concrete wharf round the Island, which is just being 
commenced.

Deepening at Pyrmont Wharfs.—The work of deepening the eastern berth of these wharfs, north 
from Pyrmont Bridge, was continued, and 1,980 tons of hard material was removed. 

t Deepening at Messrs. Geddes and Co.’s Berth, south of Pyrmont Bridge.—This was commenced in 
November, and during four months 2,990 tons of rock were blasted and lifted; a considerable quantity 
still remains to be lifted, but no dredge has been available.

Erskine-street Ferry Wharfs.—An awning was erected over the pontoon at this wharf.
Painting and Eepairing all Passenger and Cargo Sheds at Circular Quay, Woolloomooloo Bay, 

and Erskine-street.—This work was carried out at a cost of £721. ’
Latrines on Circular Quay and Woolloomooloo Wharfs.—Four blocks of latrines were erected 

on these wharfs at a cost of £230.
Pontoon for 6-ton Crane.—A wooden pontoon, 54 feet long, 35 feet wide, and 4| feet deep, is being 

built for carrying a 6-ton crane for general use in Sydney Harbour.
Fort Macquarie.—A small wharf was built, which is to be used by the Mercantile Explosives 

Department.
Wharf Eepairs.—The following wharfs have been repaired:—Orient and Messageries Berths ; 

Pyrmont; pontoon, Erskine-street Ferry; Cove-street, Balmain; Blackwattle Bay, Cockatoo Boat Landing, 
Eodd Island, Cabarita, Mortlake, Admiralty Wharf, Garden Island, Manly Old Wharf, Watson’s Bay, 
and Long Wharf, Botany.

■ Sotany Say. ■
Two dolphins were constructed at the Long Wharf, Botany, for the convenience of vessels using 

that wharf. '
Shea's Greek.

. The excavation of the lower section above Eickety-street, which started in March, 1896, was 
finished ; 110,777 cubic yards were taken out dry in trucks, and 'used for levelling the Government pro
perty. The pitching of the sides of the canal was continued, 9,300 lin. feet by 20 feet of stone work 
having been done. The Munni-street sewer was continued to the canal, according to the plans of tne 
Sewerage Construction Branch. A concrete bed was put in at the head of the canal to conduct the 
waters of Shea’s Creek into it. 180 trees received from the Botanic Gardens were planted.

Cook's Siver.
The banks have been repaired and faced with fascines for a length of 32,648 feet wherever it was 

found necessary. ~
Muddy Greek.

This reclamation was carried on by grab dredge, 68,915 cubic yards of material having been spread 
to formation level. A new bridge was constructed across Bestic-street to replace one damaged by flood 
water. The banks were repaired with fascines where necessary. '

Wollongong
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Wollongong Harbour.
Portion of the breakwater which had been damaged by heavy gales was repaired. General repairs 

to wharfs, coal staiths, cranes, &"c., were done.

. Kiam a.
Wharfs, &c., kept in order.
Ulladulla Breakwater.—Retaining wall to protect the eastern side of breakwater has been con

structed, and repairs done to breakwater.
Port Kembla.—Shafts were sunk to prove the existence of the necessary stone for constructing 

the proposed harbour works.
Dredge Dock, Shoalhaven.—Bepairs to this dock and a small extension were carried out during the

year.
Greenwell Point Wharf.—A contract was let for this work, but such slow progress was made that 

it was taken out of the contractor’s hands and finished by the Department.
Moruya Wharf.—This wharf was extended, and a derrick crane erected on it.
Eden Jetty.— Stockyards, 5-ton crane, and latrines, were erected on this wharf.
Narooma, Bermagui, Tathra, and Bateman’s Bay wharfs were repaired.

■ TPitzroy Dock Establishment. 
Work carried out from 1st July, 1890, to 30th June, 1897 

Dredge Service—
Docking and General Bepairs to Ladder Dredges ...

„ „ Suction and Grab Dredges
Docking and Bepairs to Tugs ... ...

„ „ Barges and Punts
Sand Pump Machinery Castings, &c. ...
Inspecting Stores, &c. ... ... ...
New Engines and Boiler ... ... ...

Dredge
>)

“ Delta ”—Alterations 
“Eta” „
“ Gamma ” „
“ Tau ” „
“ Theta ” „

Tug “ Dayspring ”—
Docking and General Overhaul 
New Engine ... ... ...

„ Boiler ... ... ...

Tug “ Ceres ”—Docking and General Overhaul 
„ “Dawn” „ „
„ “Europa” „ „
,, “Mikado” ,, „
„ „ Old Boiler ...
,, ,, Boiler Tubes ...
,, “ Thetis ”—Docking and General Ovorhau’
,, ,, New Steering Gear .
,, “ Orestes ”—Docking and Overhaul

Manning Biver Dock ... ... .

“ Pholas ”—Docking and Bepairs...
5-ton Crane ,, ,, ...

Io ,, ,, ,, . ...
30-ton Crane Punt-Construction ... 
Special Service Boat, &c. ... ...
“ Leila ”—Stores and Bepairs to Hull

„ Wages.........................
,, Water, Coal, &c. ...

£ S. d.
.. 3,055 16 1
.. 5,811 9 3
.. 1,100 4 6
.. 2,010 3 5
.. 44 18 10
.. 36 15 O
.. 1,040 0 0

.. 1,019 2 8

.. 2,584 1 2

.. 737 5 8

.. 2,833 1 10

.. 3,968 19 4

. 902 6 9
. 470 18 9
. 380 0 0

. 667 0 1

. 407 17 8

. 220 18 8

. 208 6 1

. 192 18 4
12 0 0

. 340 9 4

. 105 0 0

. 529 0 3

. 24 5 8

205 9 8 
300 0 8 
118 2 4

Bepairs to Wharfs, Sydney ...
,, „ in Country ...

Byron Bay Jetty Moorings ...
Testing Iron, Steel, &c. ... ...
Floating Stage, Prince’s Stairs ...
Shea’s Creek, &c. ... ... ...
Reclamation Works, Pipes, &c. ...
Darling Biver—Snagging Plant, &c.
Bichmond Biver Improvements—Snagging, &c 
Sundry Work for Head Office ...

,, Garden Island ...
Trial Bay Steam Winch, Trucks, &c.
Macleay Biver—New Entrance, Trucks, &c.
Harbour and other Surveys, Boring Gear, &c.
South Solitary Lighthouse, Crane and Bepairs to Revolving Gear 
Steam-barge “ Powerful ”—Machinery 
Newcastle Harbour Improvements—Gantries, Tip Trucks, Winch, Ac

£ s. d.

13,129 7 1

11,142 10 8

1,753 5 6

2,707 16 1 
67 O 11 

218 17 10 
126 7 6 
783 7 2 

8 0 3

623 12 8 
709 8 8 
61 16 2 
22 5 4 

151 12 7 
54 9 3 

236 17 2 
1,133 17 3 

59 17 3 
147 15 3 

71 3 4 
130 1 7 
110 15 6 

1,081 3 6 
224 4 2 
344 6 11 
118 0 1 

1,836 7 5 
Eitzroy



503

37
Fitzroy Dock Establishment—

Excavating Eock ... ... ...
General Work—Pumps, Cranes, &c.
S.S. “ Svift ”—New Engines, &c. 
Boiler, Machine, and other Shops 

Sutherland Dock—
Eepairs, Machinery... ... ...

,, ,, Electric Light

Eepairs and Docking War Vessels 
,, „ Merchant Vessels

Eepairs to, and new Cutter for, Eock Breaker, “ Poseidon ”
Water Supplies—

Test of Arch, Centennial Park Eeservoir ... ...
Model,&c., ,, ,, ,, ,, ... ...
Pipes for various supplies... ... ... ... ...

.Water Conservation—
Punt for Bourke, &c. ... ... ... ... ...

Sundry Departments—
S.S. “ Ajax ”—Altering to Pilot Steamer 

„ “ Golden Eleece ”—Eepairs ...
Marine Board, Sheds and Boats Eepairs
S.S. “ Carrington ”—Eepairs 

„ “Sol” „
,, “Premier” „
„ “Biloela” „
„ “ CaptainCook” ,,

Health Department’s Launch
S.S. “ Kate ” ..............
Quarantine Steam Launch
S.S. “Mabel”,, „ ...
Customs Launch—Eepairs 
Powder Hulk „
S.S. “ Nemesis ” ,,

„ “ Nea ” „
,, “ Lilian ” ,,
„ “ Gladys ” „

Water and Sewerage Board’s Punt, &c.
Eailway Commissioners—Eepairs to Darling Harbour Cranes 
Marine Board Buoys for Macquarie Point, Shark Point, Wollongong,& 
Eailways and Tramways—Eail-cutting Machine, &c.
Eecord Eeign Illuminations ...
Clark Island—Asphalting, &c. ...
Sewerage Survey—Boring Gear, &c.
Eodd Island... ... ... ...
Biloela Gaol Pence ... ...
Cockatoo School ... ... ...
“ Sobraon ”—General Eepairs ...
Eoads and Bridges—Cranes, Bolts, &c., &c.

„ „ Timber Storage at Dock
Middle Harbour Punt—Eepairs ... ...

Cement issued to various works ... ...
Sundry small works ... ... ...
Watchman, Darling Island ... ...

£ g. d.
1,439 19 9
1,564 5 2

467 2 1
632 3 8

777 7 0
198 0 4

713 9 7
369 13 1

43 11 4
21 13 7

784 17 11

6,805 19 8
110 4 4
145 2 8

96 10 3
42 11 8
79 18 4
69 3 5

715 0 10
168 19 10
241 0 10

1 1 11
68 5 5

380 0 11
26 3 0
4 12 3
4 0 11

68 3 1
78 16 5
39 19 3

164 0 9
c. 125 1 0

119 18 10
85 17 0

7 12 1
22 8 7

]. 14 0
90 18 3
16 6 7

529 3 7
833 14 10
502 17 1
113 5 6

£ s. d.

4,103 10 8

975 7 4

1,083 2 8 
766 19 3

850 2 10 

85 4 0

11,758 13 1 
594 18 2 
47 4 9 

159 12 0

Total. 57,479 1 10
Conversion of s.s. “Ajax” into a Pilot Steamer for Service at Newcastle.—This vessel, which, owing 

to the increased use of sand pump dredges, and consequent depositing of silt on shore, and diminution of 
quantity towed to sea, was not further required for the dredge service, has been converted into a pilot 
steamer for use of the local Marine Board at Newcastle. She has been covered over with a flush deck, 
and fitted with commodious cabins for the pilot officers and crew, and with all the latest improvements 
in electric lighting, steam steering gear, &c. The vessel is now nearly finished, and will probably be 
handed over to the Newcastle Marine Board about the 1st September. The work was done by day labour 
at the dock.

Pontoon for 30-ton Crane.—A wooden pontoon, 80 feet long, by 42 feet wide, by 7 feet deep, to 
carry the 30-ton crane, for lifting the blocks proposed to be used in constructing the new concrete wharf 
at Darling Island, is being built.

Additional Boiler-house Accommodation at the Sutherland Docks.—The boiler house was extended 
for the accommodation of two extra boilers. The new portion is 30 feet by 24 feet, built of brickwork in 
cement, with pressed-brick facings, white brick and freestone dressings, and trachyte basecourse. The 
cost was £338.

Grab Dredges “ Delta,” “ Eta,” “ Theta,” and “ Gamma.”—These vessels have been lengthened 
about one-third of their original length, by being cut in two amidships and the new portion introduced, 
and converted into combined grab and suction dredges, to enable them to deal with the various materials 
met with in the different rivers. The “ Delta” and “ Eta” aj-e now at work, but the other two are not 
yet Snisaed. ' ’ Lighthouses
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Lighthouses, Beacons, Leading Lights, S[c.

The annual inspection of the lighthouses of the Colony was made by an officer of the Department 
accompanying the members of the Marine Board on their usual tour, and a report made on the condition 
of the various buildings. _

South Solitary Island.—A crane was made at the Bitzroy Dock and erected on the Island for landing 
stores, &c. The revolving gear of lantern was overhauled and repaired.

Tacking Point.—Repairs were done to the light-keepers’ quarters at a cost of £60.
Newcastle.—Repairs to quarters were carried out, costing £118. The leading light towers were 

painted and repaired; cost, £106. A pile beacon to replace the lightship near the pilot boat harbour was 
erected at a cost of £450. A new tide-gauge house was erected at the pilot station, costing £49.

Macquarie Lighthouse, South Head.—General repairs and painting were done to quarters and 
lighthouse at a cost of £203. _

Hornby Light.—Water was laid on from the city mains, vane and ventilator on lantern, electric 
bells, and keeper’s quarters were repaired, costing £40.

New Lighthouse, Point Perpendicular, Jervis Bay.-—The light on George’s Head having been found 
not to be in the most suitable position, it was determined by the Marine Board to have a new lighthouse 
erected, and Point Perpendicular was selected as the best site. A contract was let at the close of the 
year for the erection of the lighthouse, lantern, three keepers’ houses, stables, and a jetty. The walls of 
buildings are to be of concrete. Contract price is about £tl,000. The lantern and revolving apparatus—a 
first order dioptric—was manufactured in England by Messrs. Chance Bros., at a cost of about £4,000, and 
is now in Sydney ready for erection.

(<?) North Coast District.
. Bichmond Biver.

Tuckombil Flood Escape.—This work having been abandoned by the contractor was completed by 
the Department at a total cost of £5,213.

Newcastle District.
Reclamation at Stockton.—The retaining walls were extended 420 feet with 6,225 tons of ballast; 

total length of wall is now 2,570 feet. Seven acres of reclaimed land were covered with 20,531 tons of 
ballast from ships.

Reclamation at Bullock Island.—Retaining walls on Throsby’s Creek were constructed—one from 
Hargrave-street south 644 feet, and one from the railway bridge north 706 feet, partially finished. 
104,312 tons of ballast was discharged from 210 vessels at the ballast jetties, averaging 519 tons per ship. 
It was used for reclaiming Crown lands at the north end of Carington. Reclamation was also carried on 
by sand-pump dredge, north of Cowper-street, where a valuable area is being reclaimed.

Sydney and South Coast District.
Rushcutter’s Bay Sea-wall and Reclamation.—The wall, which is 2,510 feet long, was completed 

with the exception of the parapet, a boat-slip was constructed, the space behind wall reclaimed, and all 
drains extended to the water. _

Long Cove Reclamation.—The ground has been levelled where reclaimed by the “ Groper,” and 
grass planted. The driving of piles along the sides of canal has been completed, 1,230 feet of piles having 
been driven, making a total of 21,068 feet. ,

Rozelle Bay.—Ground has been levelled and grassed as filling was completed.
White’s Creek.—Banks have been formed to protect private property from overflow of water, tram 

embankment strengthened, drain-pipes laid along Gordon-street, and drains cut to carry off water from 
dredge’s pipes.

Coogee Bay Sea-wall.—The roadway and footpath at back of this wall were completed.

Naval Station, Garden Island.
The contract for the erection of the boat-repairing shop was completed in September.
The electric lighting of the island, shops, and different houses, which was let by contract and 

included the supply and erection of three high-speed Beilis engines, coupled direct to Siemen’s dynamos, 
24 arc lamps of 2,000 candle power, and 628 16 candle power incandescent lamps. The installation was 
successfully completed on May 18th, at a cost of £4,193. A tile floor was placed in dynamo room at a 
cost of £101.

Spectacle Island.—A contract was let for the construction of a swimming-bath, the erection of a 
dressing-shed and recreation-room, the alteration of the sanitary arrangements, including a windmill for 
pumping saltwrater. Total cost was £472.

• H. R. CARLETON,
Principal Assistant Engineer for Harbours and Rivers.

Dredge
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. Dredge 'Service.
(v.)

Report of the Superintendent of Dredges.
Sir, Department of Public Works, Sydney, SO September, 1897.

As it has been decided that the annual reports of dredging operations shall be submitted at 
the middle instead of the close of each year, I have had a six months’ statement compiled, covering the 
period from 1st January to 30th June of the present year, and also, for the purpose of comparison, a 
table showing the cost of work from 1st January, 1896, to 30th June, 1897. Pho reason for showing in 
one statement eighteen months’ work is, that it would be somewhat misleading if the cost of the first . 
six months of a year were compared with that of the whole of the preceding year, as extensive repairs 
are generally effected during the first months of each year. As future returns will be from the middle of 
one year to the middle of the following one, the usual comparisons of consecutive years’ dredging can, 
after 1897, be made as heretofore.

Since my report of April last but few changes have taken place in the working localities of the 
dredges. The double-ladder dredge “Hunter” was again put in commission in May last and sent to 
Newcastle to take the place of the sand pump “ Jupiter,” it having been determined to send the latter 
vessel to the Macleay Bar to try if it was practicable to work inwards from the sea. An attempt to do 
this would have been made before had there been any port, within reasonable distance, at which coaling 
could be effected and shelter obtained during easterly gales. Sufficient progress it was thought had been 
made with the Trial Bay Breakwater to effect these objects, and the “ Jupiter ” left for Trial Bay on 
23rd June. A start was made with pumping at sea outside the bar at the new entrance, and while 
reasonably fine weather lasted most satisfactory progress was made; but on 25th July a furious easterly 
gale arose which swept away part of the breakwater, and the “Jupiter” had to go to sea and to 
encounter the full force of the storm, returning afterwards to the bay. The tender “Mikado” unable 
either to cope with the gale or cross the bar sought shelter behind the breakwater, and foundered soon 
after the outer part of the structure carried away. The boiler and engines of the little vessel have been 

• recovered and a new hull for them has been recommended. Continuous rough weather and the early 
setting in of north-east winds caused the temporary withdrawal of the “ Jupiter ” and resumption by that 
dredge of pumping work at Sydney. "

Much difficulty has been met with in arranging for a suitable sand-pump for dealing with very 
shallow bars, the chief obstacle being the designing of a vessel powerful enough to contend with heavy 
seas and of light enough draft to carry a cargo of sand over a shallow bar. Self-loading and self
propelling bar sand-pumps have for some time been working in the United States, but there 9 feet is 
considered a shallow bar. Here only 5 feet is available, but by taking advantage of the latest improve
ments for lessening weight in boilers, engines, and pumps, the Department has succeded in obtaining a 
tender in Scotland for a twin-screw dredge of 700 horse-power, designed to load herself while steaming 
slowly over bars and to draw when laden not more than 5 feet. At such bars as those at the entrances 
to the Bichmond, Bellinger, Nambucca, Macleay, Hastings, Manning, Moruya, &c., this vessel will carry 
on the work of deepening by steaming slowly in, turning inside, and crossing out to dump her hopper
load at sea. The two sand-pumps on board, with suction pipes trailing on the bottom, are driven by 
special engines, so that propelling and pumping go on simultaneously. The new dredge will steam out 
by way of the Suez Canal, and should be here by August next year. •

.Reclaiming work at Rozelle Bay, referred to in my last report, has been temporarily suspended to 
permit of storm-water channels being constructed, and the suction-dredge “ Groper ” has been employed 
reclaiming about 9 acres of land at Polly Point, Middle Harbour, in connection with sewage disposal for 
ISiorth Sydney. The “ Groper ” is now reclaiming land at Eushcutters Bay, and before returning to 
Rozelle Bay will undertake similar work at the entrance to Tarban Creek.

The “ Castor” is being fitted with a very large centrifugal pump, suited for 800 horse-power, to be 
used for pumping on to reclamation areas at Newcastle the silt lifted by the ladder-dredges which is now 
deposited at sea. The sand-pump “Theta,” recently sent to the Bellinger, is working near the river 
heads satisfactorily, and a similar dredge, the “Eta,” just completed at Eitzroy Dock, will be towed in a 
few days to Port Macquarie. It is contemplated recommending that two ladder-dredges of the “ Minos ” 
type be fitted with sand-pumps, so that they may be used with buckets and shore-delivery pump working 
at the same time or separately as either a ladder-dredge discharging into punts or as sand-pump only 
delivering sand on to reclamations.

The whole of the plant is being kept in good working condition.
I have, &c.,

The Engineer-in-Chief, Public Works. A. B. PORTUS.

Statement



Statement of Ladder Dredge Expenditure and "Work, 1st January to 30tli June, 1897.

Ladder Dredge. Where dredging.

“ Samson ” . 
“ Sydney ” . 
“ Newcastle 
“ Hunter ” .

Newcastle 
Sydney ... 
Newcastle 
Sydney ...

“Vulcan” .....
“ Fitzroy ”.....
“ Ulysses ” .....
“ Minos ” .....
“Pluto ”.........
“ Ai’chimedes ”

Hunter River .... 
Macleay River .... 
Manning River . 
Clarence River.... 
Shoalhaven River. 
Sjdney.............. .

Averages

Material lifted.

Ballast and sand 
Clay, sewage, &c.
Mud ..................
Sewer matter ...

Sand and mud ...
Sand..................
Clay and mud ... 
Shingle and sand 
Sand and mud ... 
Sewage and sand

Tons
dredged.

Hours
dredging.

,Working 
hours. Expenditure. Cost 

per ton.
Cost per 

hour 
dredging.

Cost
per working 

hour.

Percentage of working hours.
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£ s. a. a. £ S. a. £ s. a.
164,400 880 I,357 1,59° 6 2 2-32 1 l6 2 I 3 5 64 2 2
107,990 749 ',316 2,207 0 O 490 2 19 0 I 13 6 57 I 9
239,600 1,001 i,376 2,090 17 5 2*09 2 I 9 1 IO 5 73 I 7

6,090 92 392 664 4 3 26*18 7 4 5 1 13 II 23 32

77,360 727 I,297 2,Co8 14 IO 6-23 2 15 3 I II O 56 6
14.150 245 420 604 18 6 I0'26 2 9 5 I 8 IO 59 3 19

123,760 1,076 1,349 1,153 O 6 224 I I 5 O 17 82 2 6
82,600 716 MPS 1,151 5 3 31 I 12 1 O 17 9 56 3 11
76,780 483 1,336 1,215 14 O 3'8o 2 IO 4 O 18 3 36 5 6

93.55° 801 1,024 939 I I 4 2-41 I 3 6 O 18 4 78 I 6

986,280 6,770 II,l62 13,625 12 I

3'32 5 58 I 1O

13
14

Remarks.

Repaired after being laid up 
several months.

Laid up since February.

Statement of Sand Pump Expenditure and Work for six monllis ending 30th June, 1897.

Cost 
per ton 
pump
ing.

Percentage of working hours.

Sand-pump Dredge. Where pumping. Material lifted. Estimated 
tons lifted.

Hours
pumping.

Working
hours. Expenditure.

Cost per 
hour 

pumping.
Cost

per working 
hour.
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. Remarks.

“Neptune” ........... 162,900
130,880
139,200
194,175
180,000

905 1,340
1,359
1,259

£ s. a.
1,742 14 IO 
1,454 1 7 
2,617 I2 9 
1,694 17 11 
1,224 4 8 
2,519 2 2
1,310 10 7 
1,894 1 11

a.
2'57
267
4'5i
209
i'63
2'89
i'g6
227

£ 8. d.
I 18 6

£ s. a.
63 4

3
4

16 9T ^ 0- Includes depositing at sea. 
Extensive overhaul and re-“ Jupiter ” ................ 435

863
2 17
1 5 6
0 18 5

O *
12 4 45“Actor ”.................... 65

68“Alesus” ................ 000 1,334 172 16 14

“Dictys” ............... 160,560
i99j955

892
804

I«34I
L338

1 9 5 
271

OI97
I84

67
60

12
9

o3

“Groper” .............. 2D

1,376,785 6,391 n,589 14,457 6 5

Averages........ . 2-52 i 4 ii 56 5



Statement of Combined Grab and Sand-pump Dredge Expenditure and "Work for six months ending 30th June, 1897.

Grab and Sand-pump 
Dredge.

*f* “ Delta” 
M “ Sigma’ 

“ Bho”
“ Tau”
“ Theta ’

Where pumping.

Camden Hayen ................
Myall Biver........................
Cape Hawke.......................
Port Hacking and Moruya 
Bellinger Biver ................

Averages.,

Material lifted. Estimated 
tons lifted.

Hours
pumping.

Working
hours.

Sand ............................ 140,360 1,170 1,371
do .......................................... 67>45° 1,030 1,359
do .......................................... 174,000 988 I,339
do ............................ 109,240 720 i,5l6
do .......................................... 51,469 406 684

542>5I9 4,314 6,269

Expenditure. Cost 
per ton.

£ s. d. 
629 o 8 
682 15 o 

■729 9 5 
1,082 5 11

674 8 3

3,798 3

d.
i'o8 
2'43rot
2-38
3'H

r68

Cost per 
hour 

pumping.

Cost
per working 

hour.

o 17 7

s. d. 
9 2

10 1
IO IO
14 4. 
19 9

Percentage of working hours.
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86 I 6 7
76 2 14 6
74 2 12 I ... 9 2
48 2 27 3 ... 17 3
59 3 37 I

69 2 19 ... 7 3

Commissioned in April, 1897.

Statement of Grab Dredge Expenditure and Work for six months ending 30th June, 1S97.

Grab Dredge. Where dredging. Material lifted.

“Alpha” ..
“ Beta ” ......
“ Gramma”
“ Zeta ” ......
“ Iota ” ......
“Kappa” ..

“ Lambda”..
“ Mu”.........
“ Nu”.......
u Omicron ”
“Pi” ..........
“Chi” ......
“Omega” ..

Tweed B»iver ....................
Sydney ................................
Hastings Biver....................
Richmond Biver................
Nambucca Biver...............
Hunter Biver and Lake 

Macquarie.
Clarence River..................
Richmond River................
Newcastle ..........................
Cook’s River ....................
Sydney .................................
Bellinger River ................
Clarence River....................

Sand and mud...........
Sewage, clay, and rock
Shingle........................
Hard sand ...............
Gravel ......................
Sand, stone, silt .......

Gravel, clay................
Sand, clay....................
Rock, mud, sand.......
Sand, clay....................
Sand ............................
Sand, gravel...............
Rock.............................

Averages

Tons
dredged.

Hours
dredging.

Working
hours. Expenditure.

Cost
per
ton.

Cost per 
hour 

dredging.

Cost per ‘ 
working 

hour.

Percentage of working hours.

D
re

dg
in

g. fee
c

*30
O Re

m
ov

al
s.

Ba
d

w
ea

th
er

.
1 W

ai
tin

g
pu

nt
s.

Re
pa

irs
.

O
th

er
ca

us
es

.

£ s. a. •d. £ , s*' d. £ s. d.
7,”5 204 1,207 363 14 6 12*27 I 15 8 0 6 O 17 7 3 I 72

h,965 921 1,099 387 IO 8 777 0 8 5 0 7 I 84 I 7 I 6 I

3'3°° 174 525 209 II 7 I5'24 I 4 I 0 8 O 33 38 3 26
32,220 1,179 1,357 310 17 4 2-32 0 5 3 0 4 7 87 3 IO
25,8i5 823 1,314 286 9 2 2*66 0 6 II 0 4 4 63 I 4 ... 16 16
13,806 637 1,158 308 6 9 5'36 0 9 9 0 5 4 55 4 25 I 4 7 4

8,925 1,122 1,370 228 6 2 6-13 0 4 I 0 3 4 75 I 8 7 9
28,222 840 1,297 338 IO O 2-88 0 8 I 0 5 3 65 3 2 2 24 4
12,484 663 1,298 485 13 4 9'34 0 i4 8 0 7 6 59 7 5 II 17 I
32,726 866 I,324 334 7 5 2'45 0 7 9 0 5 I 66 , z 9 23- I

i3,54o 892 1,243 742 9 4 1316 0 l6 8 0 11 II 72 5 3 19 I
15,090 483 948 719 12 6 11-44 I 9 9 015 2 51 I 40 1 7
2,435 37i 1,287 357 15 4 35'26 0 19 3 0 5 7 29 I 5 ... ... 2 63

207,643 9,G7 I5,427 5,073 4 I

5-86 0 II I 0 6 O 58 2 12 ... 2 ■ 18 8

Remarks.

Long delay through breakdown. 
Dredged blasted material, &c. 
Laid up for alteration.

Dredging blasted material, &c.

Extensive repairs.
do and removal.

Dredging rock. •
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Statement of Tag Expenditure and Work for six months ending 30th June, 1897.

Tug. Where cmploj ed

“Thetis” ...
“ Ceres” ..
“ Oie«tes” . .
“ Dicme” ..............
“ Da^n ’ • ...
“Achillea” . .
“ Little Nell”
“ Cyclops” .
“ Ganymede” ......
t{ Day spring”..........
“Mikado” . ...
“ Scylla” .............
“ Callisto *.........
u Ariel” .............
“Vesta” ...
“ Oberon” .............
“ Europa” .
“Aurora” . ..
“ Galatea” ........
“ Octopus” ... .

Sydney ...........................
Newcastle.........................

do ..........................
Manning Eiver ............
Sydney .....................

do .............................
do ........................

Shoalhaven......................
Newcastle..........................
Sydney .............................
Shoalhaven .................
Lake Macquarie .............
Bellinger Eiver .....
Newcastle .....
Clarence Eiver................
Hastings Eiver................
Sydney..............................

do .........................
Hunter Eiver ...............
Sydney ..........................

Averages

Tons towed Miles r«n 
tow ing

Miles run 
special 

sen ices

Total
working
hours

Hours
attending Cost of towing Cost of special 

services
Cost 

per ton

Cost 
per mile 
towing

Cost 
per mile 
special 
sei /ice

Cost
per

working
hour

Cost
per

hour
attend

mg

Percentage of time

toa
§
(3
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al
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g
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irs
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d w
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th

er
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th
er

1 caus
es

 ;

£ S. d £ s. a. pence pence pence 9. a S. a

10,690 575 s.ig1 1,533 1,334 114 12 I 1,300 19 2 2 57 47 83 60-15 18 6 21 3 57 I 13 16 13
164,300 4,426 1,326 1,275 569 13 9 .. 083 30 89 8 7 8 11 69 4 4 II 12
240,100 4,386 60 1,354 1,351 598 4 2 5 7 3 0 60 32 73 2145 8 II 8 11 83 3 ... 11 3
123,520 4,014 94 1,297 1,242 407 2 8 7 6 10 079 2434 18 74 6 5 t> 8 75 I 4 20
81,2^0 3,208 1,963 1,377 1,067 500 15 II 312 10 4 148 3747 38 21 11 9 15 3 65 I 23 II

99,+3° 2,231 140 1,046 1,021 343 18 10 10 15 5 083 36 99 18-46 6 9 0 II 63 3 2 32
22,230 710 124 316 243 126 I 2 25 11 7 136 42 61 49 5° 9 7 12 6 57 3 23 2 15

6,300 5°5 ..... J73 M4 155 I 8 591 73 7° 17 II 21 6 67 3 17 13
12,300 478 3,053 1,268 1,236 39 6 10 346 11 0 077 1975 27 24 6 I 6 3 88 3 9
IS)925 892 3,567 1,367 1,193 84 9 2 4H 6 II 127 22 72 27 88 7 4 8 4 65 2 13 19
70,240 4,246 600 1477 1,334 43i I 5 81 18 0 i’47 2436 3276 6 II 7 8 71 3 9 4 13
i3.5o5 1,763 1,218 1,045 176 13 I ..... 3 12 2405 2 ZO 3 5 65 3 14 18,

5,i°o 633 . . 679 339 236 17 3 ... . I I 14 89 80 ... 7 O 14 O 29 2 51 18
3,531 1,152 1,072 162 9 5 11 03 2 9 3 O 57 7 36

82,600 1 793 1,298 1,104 152 3 9 .. .. 044 20 37 2 4 2 9 66 5 15 14
3.3°° 901 1,183 834 87 3 8 75 2 4 6'34 40 55 20 00 2 9 3 II 29 4 29 38

2,289 1,205 1,168 i33 11 IO 14 OO 2 2 2 3 71 2 3 24
io,57° 1,606 1,485 1,005 916 l64 I 3 124 18 10 373 2452 20 I9 5 9 6 4 62 3 9 26
78,15° 5-497 125 1,352 1,045 710 I I II 23 3 6 2 l8 31 02 44 49 10 IO i4 O 69 3 23 5
8,640 1,099 2,145 i,37i 1,273 76 14 9 145 15 9 213 16 76 1631 3 3 3 6 90 7 3

1,048,250 38,578 25,271 22,997 20,236 4,974 13 4 * 3,170 8 2

114 3095 30 I I 7 I 8 1 6S 2 14 2 17'

Statement of comparative quantity and cost of work done by Ladder Dredges (with towing), 1895 and 1896 to 30th June, 1897.

Ladder Dredge

1st January to 31st December, 1895. 
Dredging, tow mg, and repairing

1st January, 1896, to 30th June, 1897 
Dredging, towing, and repairing

Remarks

Tons. Expenditure. Pence 
per ton Tons Expenditure Pence * 

per ton

1 £ s. d ' £ * s d
“ Samson,” at Newcastle............................ ............... 545,625 8,852 9 IO 389 711,985 9,115 15 4 3 °7 Pence
“ Sydney,” at Sydney ....................................................... 363,29° 4,421 4 IO 2 92 471,060 7,56s 18 7 386 1896 Tons. £ a. d. perton

“ Charon,” at Hawkesbury Biver and Port Hacking .. 170,340 2,6x2 9 9 368 145,370 2,785 15 II 4 59 Hawkesbury Biver .. 11,390 214 1 4 4 5i
Port Hacking ....... • • 133,980 2,57i 14 7 5 4i

“Newcastle,” at Newcastle ......................................... 1,312,430 11,586 18 2 2 12 1,202,850 12,369 10 7 247
“ Hunter,” at Sydney ................................... 403,840 6,764 3 5 4 02 211,040 4,760 0 7 5 4i

“ Vulcan,” at Hunter Eiver .............. . ... ... 229,480 5,238 18 4 548 289,490 6,629 15 9 5 5°
“Alcides,” at Eichmond Eiver ........................... .... 215,50° 3,239 11 10 361 104,900 2,337 12 8 534
“ Fitzroy, ’ at Macleay Bn er . .......................... 186,590 3,383 18 II 435 197,696 4,040 0 8 4 9°
“Ulysses,” at Manning Eiver ........................... ... . . 186,040 3,267 10 I 4 21 344,390 4,924 8 2 3 43
“ Minos,” at Clarence Eiver ... .............................. ...... 239,03° 2,623 17 4 2 63 235,96° 3,637 18 6 3 7°
“ Pluto,” at Shoalhaven .................................................. 92,400 1,887 4 4 490 205,060 4,461 16 10 522
“ Archimedes,” at Sjdney ................................................. 35,560 1,346 8 I 909 169,720 2,700 11 XI 382



Statement of comparative quantity and cost of work done by Sand-pumps (with towing), 1895, and from 1st January, 1896, to 30th June, 1897.

Sand .Pump Dredge.

1st January to 31st December, 1895. 
Dredging, Depositing, and Repairing.

1st January, 1896, to 30th June, 1897. 
Dredging, Depositing, and Eepairing.

>
Tons. Expenditure. Pence 

per ton. Tons. Expenditure. Pence 
per ton.

“ Neptune,” at Sydney, Bateman’s and Twofold Bays, and Cook’s Eiver

“Juno,” at Newcastle ..................................................

“Jupiter,” at Newcastle ................................. ..........................

“ Actor,” at Tweed Eiver.................................................

“Alesus,” at Nambucca Eiver.............................................

“Dorus,” at Macleav Eiver......................................................

“Dictys,” at Eichmond Eiver..................................... .......

“ Groper,” at Sydney ......................................................

309,670

295,410

197,890

331,812

461,137

312,800

301,575

343,37°

£ s. d.

3,396 3 11

2,585 13 11

2,792 4 5

1,969 ■ 4 3

4,°9I 1 4

2,332 11 0

2,549 4 5

3,839 12 0

d.

2-63

2*10

3'39

1*42

2-13

i'79

2*03

274

338,160

473,180

685,500

580,425

474,400

653,115

481,920

782,970

£ s. d.

4,285 19 11

4,180 7 1

5,535 12 .1

3,972 7 1

4,046 3 4

6,249 12 0

3,398 9 6

5,o88 3 7

d.
3-04 |

2*12

1'94

1'64

2-05

2-30

169

1'56

„ , 1896-7- ' Tons. £ s. d. p^rS.
Sydney   23,800 329 9 9 3-32
Batemans Bay .................... 134,800 1,21214 4 2-15
Tn-ofold Bay........................ 16,600 9=15 4 6 13-81
Cook’s Eiver........................ 162,900 1,788 11 4 2-64

Statement of comparative quantity and cost of work done by Grab and Sand-pumps (with towing), 1895, and from 1st January, 1896, to 30th June, 1897.

Grab and Sand Pump Dredge.
Tons. Expenditure. Pence 

per ton.

*'Delta” at Camden Haven...............

“Sigma,” at Myall Eiver....................

“ Bho,” at Cape Hnwte ....................

“ Tau,” at Port Hacking and Moruya 

“ Theta,” at Bellinger Eiver ............

Nil. Nil. Nil.

1st January, 1896, to 30th June, 1897.

210,820

217,05°

3to.790

128,220

5 >.469

Expenditure.

£ s. d.
1,506 8 9

2,230 o 1 

2,154 o 1 

2,271 15 11 

677 12 o

Pence 
per ton.

d.
171

2'47

1 52

4'25 { 

316

1896 7. Tons. £ a. d. per ton.
Port Hacking .................. 83,280 1,713 1 o 4-94
Moruya .............................. 44,94° 558 14 n 2-98
Starled as combined grab and sand-pump, April 4th, 1897.
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Statement of comparative quantity and cost of work done by Grab Dredges (with towing), 1895, and from 1st January, 1896, to 30th June, 1897.

Grab Dredge.

1895. 1st January, 1836, to 30th June, 1897.

Tons. Expenditure. Pence 
per ton. Tons. Expenditure. Pence 

per ton.

‘ Alpha,” at Tweed Elver ...............................................................................

“ Gamma,” at Hastings Eiver...........................................................................
<( Zeta,” at Richmond River ...........................................................................

“ Theta,” at Clarence Biver...............................................................................

Kappa,” at Hunter River aiid Lake Macquarie .........................................
“ Lambda,” at Clarence Eiver...........................................................................

“ Omega,” at Clarence Eiver ...........................................................................

<5i,535
30,200
43.950
74.534
46,650

9.585
52>902
71,080

23>°3°
18,935
61,194
58,170

102,880
56.175

£ s. d. 
688 13 0 

1,186 13 4 
1,092 8 1
1,091 18 xo
Ii°3I 5 4 

710 7 0 
810 10 1

1,527 5 6

1,226 9 6
807 9 4 
507 18 4 
816 19 11 

2,075 6 7
£65 0 4

d.
2'6g
9'43
5'97
3'52
5'3i

1779
3- 68 
5'16

1278
10-23

2'99
3'37
4- 84
3'7°

48.538
41;59°
53.15° 
96,170 
46,220 

2,025 
71,806 
89,256 
15,920
79M*
21,624
98,874
61,215
99.458
22,006

£ a. d. 
1,179 *5 11 
2,490 19 11 
i,393 i5 2 
1,376 7 3 

955 16 10 
660 7 4

1,236 19 6
2,216 17 1

505 1 0
1,318 19 11 
i,i55 11 5 

841 1 3
2,158 10 5 
2,854 2 3 
1,077 4 7

d.
5- 83 

I4'37
6- 29
3'43
4-96

yS'26

4'13
5’96
7*61
4'oo

12-83
2-04
8-46
6-89

1175

Laid up for alterations on June 7, 1896. Pence
1896-7. tons. £ s. d. perton.

Late Macquarie ................ Ii,495 T419 3 10 8-75
Hunter Eiver .................... 77,761 1,797 13 3 5-55

Avekage Cost of Dredging and Conveying, 1895, and from 1st January, 1896, to 30th June, 1897.

Class of Dredge.

xst January to 31st December, 1895.

wing.

1st January, 1896, to 30th June, 1897.

Tons
dredged.

Hours
dredging.

Dredging only. . Dredging and To

Tons
dredged.

Hours
dredging.

Dredgr- g only. Dredging and Towing.

Expenditure.
Average

cost
per ton.

Average
cost

per hour.
Expenditure.

Average
cost

per ton.
Expenditure.

Average
cost

per ton.

Average
cost

per hour.
Expenditure.

Average 
cost 

per ton.

3,980,r25 
2,553,664

21,698
II)7°5

£ s. d.
38,685 2 4
23,169 13 6

d.
2'33
2-17

4'15

£ a. d.
1 15 8
1 19 7

£ s. d.
55,224 14 11
23,555 i4 3

d.
3'33 
2'21

4-87

4,289,521
4,469,610

948,349
847,024

26,712
18,656
7,729

32,425

£ s. d.
47,775 8 4
36314 2 8

8,124 17 2
16,874 18 3

d.
2-67
1'95 
2'o6

'478

£ a. d.
1 15 9
1 18 11
1 1 0
0 10 5

£ s. d.
65,332 5 6 
36,756 14 7 

8,839 *6 10 
21,421 9 0

d.
3-66
i'-97
2*24
6- 7Grab and Sand-pump Dredges ............................................

Grab Dredges......................................................................... 359,592 30,209 14,880 14 8 0 9 xo 17,497 5 2

• 7-393,381 63,612 76,735 i° 6 249 1 4 9 96,277 14 4 3'12 io>554.5°4 85,522 109,o99 6 5 2-48 1 5 6 132,350 511 3-01
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Country Towns Water Supply.
■ (vi.) .

Report of the Assistant Engineer, Public Works Department.
Sir, Department of Public Works, Sydney, 12 October, 1897.

I have the honor to furnish the following particulars of the works completed or commenced, 
and schemes investigated and reported on, during the year ending 30th June, 1897.

Owing to the re-arrangement of duties, I have, during the latter six months, been relieved by 
Mr. Wade, of the supervision of water-works in progress which, in future, will be described by him.

Water Supplies in progress or completed.
Armidale.

These works were finally completed and have since been handed over in full working. The storage 
reservoir on Dumaresq Greek, about 8 miles from the town, is formed by a concrete and rubble dam of 
the usual gravity type, 37 feet high, the capacity being about 110,000,009 gallons, and catchment area 
8| square miles. The supply main is of riveted steel, 9|-" diameter, thick, and conveys the water by 
gravitation to a concrete service reservoir on the highest hill in Armidale. The streets are reticulated 
with about 16 miles of cast-iron pipes. Owing to difficulties with the contractor the dam had to be built 
by day labour.

The water is soft and of an excellent quality, and in every way the works have justified the 
substitution of this for the Duval Creek scheme originally passed by the Public Works Committee.

Junee.
These works, though actually completed during the previous year, could not, owing to the 

prolonged drought, be made use of to any extent, and it was not till January, 1897, that sufficient rain 
fell on the water-shed to cause the dam to partially fill and allow the town and railway to be supplied. 
It is hoped that heavy rain will soon fall and fill the reservoir, as there is now a severe drain on the 
comparatively small quantity stored. With a view of adding to the efficiency of the scheme, plans were 
prepared for bringing in an additional watershed area of 3 square miles. The works as now handed over 
to the Municipal Council comprise a very large storage reservoir on the main branch of Ulandrie Creek, 
near Bethungra, formed by a concrete and rubble dam 42 feet high, of the usual gravity type, the 
capacity being 137,000,000 gallons, and catchment area 5i square miles ; ISi miles of 7f" steel and iron 
riveted main leading to a service reservoir of concrete 2i miles from Junee ; and about 7 miles of wrought 
and cast iron supply and reticulation pipes. The scheme is a gravitation one, and was selected in 
preference to the proposal to pump from the Murrumbidgee.

Owing to its unfavourable situation, Junee is a most difficult town to supply with water, and the 
cost could not be borne by the ratepayers except for the assistance of the Eailway Commissioners who 
use the water not only at Junee but also at Bethungra, and guarantee a minimum contribution of 
£1,500 per annum.

. Tamworth.
Further investigations were made during the year of sites for dams on Moore Creek, in order to 

increase the storage capacity to 50,000,000 gallons, with the result that the first proposed site was reverted 
to, and an arch dam designed. The works, which are now being carried out by day labour at the special 
request of the Council, will in other respects be in accordance with the details submitted to the Public 
Works Committee. These comprise a storage reservoir on Moore Creek in the Moonbi Ranges, about 
11 miles from the town; a steel supply main, of 7J in. diameter; a concrete service reservoir of 500,000 
gallons capacity, near the hospital in Tamworth, and about 19 miles of reticulation. The supply is by 
gravitation, and owing to the great fall available it will furnish power for electric lighting, and in this and 
other respects should prove a great improvement on the originally proposed pumping scheme.

. Parhes.
Owing to the continued drought, and the consequent failure of the existing drift-bed pumping 

scheme, it becariie necessary to provide a gravitation supply. The additional works just completed consist 
of a concrete and rubble arched dam, of 250 feet radius, and 25 feet high, built across the Billabong 
Creek, about 11 miles from the pumping station, and connected with the town mains by a steel riveted 
pipe, 7j inch in diameter. The storage capacity is 63,000,000 gallons, and provision has been made for 
raising the dam when required. The catchment area is 50 square miles, and the quality of the water is 
everything that could be desired.

Moss Vale.
Alterations were made to the pumping engines, and an additional boiler provided.

The following schemes were investigated, surveys made, and plans and estimates
prepared.

Cootamundra.
This scheme, work on which is about to be commenced, has been rendered necessary by the late 

drought, which caused the water stored in the drift bed to fail. It will consist of a large storage reservoir 
on Hardy’s Creek, about 2^- miles from the present pumping station. The dam will be arched, 200 feet 
radius, and 30 feet high, and will conserve 136,000,000 gallons. The water will gravitate into the existing 
service reservoir, through 71 inch steel pipe. By means of branch mains and small “ pipe-head ” dams, 
the flow of Coghlan’s and Rocky Creeks will he conveyed to the storage reservoir, thereby increasing the 
catchment area to 4 square miles, which, with the immense storage provided, should be sufficient to keep 
the town permanently supplied. The estimated cost is £9,130.

45

Tenterfield
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Tenterfield. '
This will be a gravitation supply from Curry’s G-ap Creek, which rises in Mount Mackenzie, close 

to the town. The dam will be a concrete and rubble arch of small radius, and the storage capacity
47,000,000 gallons. The catchment area is 6 square miles, and the creek a permanent one. The scheme 
will also provide power to light the town by electricity. Estimated cost, £7,900.

Mudgee.
This work, which is about to be commenced, will also be a gravitation supply, and will be obtained 

from a storage reservoir formed by a large arched dam on Bedbank Creek, close to the town. The total 
catchment area which it is at present proposed to make use of is 2-f square miles in extent; but as it is 
very steep it should prove sufficient, in conjunction with the proposed storage of 42,000,000 gallons. 
Estimated cost, £14,190.

Picton.
This town will be supplied by gravitation from the Bargo Biver, the storage dam being below the 

junction of Horne’s Creek, about 8 miles away. It has been necessary to go this distance to gain 
sufficient head to cross the intervening high hills. The dam will be a concrete and rubble arch of small 
radius, and will store sufficient water to not only supply the town and railway, but also to provide power 
for electric lighting. Estimated cost, £13,860.

46 _

Wollongong.
This scheme, “The Cordeaux," was again modified, in order to bring it within the means of the 

ratepayers, and, having been approved, will shortly be commenced. The works, which are at present 
intended to supply Wollongong alone, will comprise an arched dam across the Cordeaux Biver, forming a 
storage reservoir of over 60,000,000 gallons capacity ; a tunnel, nearly half a mile long, through the range, 
to “ Andrews’ Lookout”; a 5-ineh steel main to Wollongong, with a relief tank on Garden Hill, and the 
usual reticulation. Estimated cost, £19,470.

Wellington.
This question was further investigated, and a new gravitation supply surveyed and designed from 

Bushranger’s Creek, where an arched concrete and rubble dam will be constructed, to hold a year’s 
supply. The water will gravitate to the town through 2i miles of 7-inch pipe, and be distributed through 
the usual reticulation pipes. Estimated cost, £8,700.

■ Temora.
Investigations were made, and a scheme recommended which comprises the improvement of the 

existing Government dam, 3 miles from Temora, and the conveyance of the water, through an earthenware 
pipe to a service reservoir, whence it will be distributed through reticulation pipes.

The following schemes were investigated and preliminary reports furnished:—
Inverell.

Further investigations were made, and a new site for a dam selected higher up Middle Creek, from 
W'hich the water will gravitate to the town. The scheme is now about to be surveyed.

Bathurst. ■
Owing to the exhaustion of the Macquarie drift-beds during the late drought, it was necessary to 

look for a new source of supply. On investigation a promising source was discovered on Foster’s Valley 
Creek, near Bockley, at sufficient elevation to gravitate over the intervening hills. The Gulf country was 
also investigated, and a possible source found. Surveys are about to be made of both schemes.

Tumut.
A further examination was made at the request of the Council, and the scheme from "Waterfall 

Creek again recommended. Surveys are about to be made so that accurate estimates can be furnished.
Kiama.

After a careful examination of the country a report was furnished recommending the Fountaindale 
Creek as the best source of supply. No surveys were however made.

Works not connected with Water Supply. '
Hunter Biver Flood Prevention.

A scheme for the mitigation of floods on the Lower Hunter was devised, and a report presented 
with plans and estimates. This scheme will consist of a large dam across the Hunter, 10 miles below the 
junction of the Goulburn, whereby 40,000,000,000 cubic feet of water can be held back till the lower river 
has time to fall. A geological examination was afterwards made with favourable results, and additional 
surveys are shortly to be commenced.

_ EDWD. B. PBICE,
Assistant Engineer, Public Works Department.

BBIDGE



Bridge Construction and Renewals.
(VII.)

Report of the Assistant Engineer for Bridges.
I have the honor to report that during the year ended June 30, 1897; 124 new bridges were completed 
and opened for traffic, the details as to length, &c. of each being given in Appendix “A.” With 
the exception of the lifting span at Swan Hill and the three steel spans at Wallis Creek, the whole of 
these new bridges are constructed of timber, though in many cases iron or concrete piers and abutments 
have been used.

_ The total length of these bridges is 13,483 feet, consisting of 357 plain timber beam spans, 20 
timber truss spans, 4 steel spans, 1 steel lift span, and 4 masonry and brick arch spans, the total cost 
being £85,243 4s. In my last report I referred to the S.wan Hill and .Inverell Bridges as being in 
progress, and they are perhaps the most important of those opened for traffic during the year.

Swan Hill Bridge over River Murray has a total length of 381 feet, consisting of four spans of 
35 feet each, 2 spans of 91 ft. 6 in., and one steel lifting span (to admit of passage of steamers in 
flood-time), of 58 ft. 4 in. The cost of this work was £7,625 18s. lid. (half of which is.defrayed by the 
colony of Victoria), and the bridge is, from a traffic point of view, a very important one, Swan Hill being 
the most westerly point on the'Murray touched by the Victorian railway system.

Prior to the erection of the bridge the traffic was carried by a hand-power punt, owned by a private 
individual; and, when we consider that upwards of 105,000 sheep and cattle a year crossed at this place, 
it will be seen how necessary the bridge was. It may be of interest to remark that Swan Hill Bridge is 
the tenth spanning the Murray, counting from the source. It was opened for traffic in November, 1896.

Inverell Bridge, over the McIntyre River, three timber truss spans of 110 ft. 3 in. each, on iron 
•cylinders, with four timber beam approach spans, the total length being 440 ft. 9 in., with a 24 feet 
roadway. It is of the type built in the previous year at Wagga Wagga, and replaces the old and very 
narrow bridge which carried the traffic at this place. The cost of the bridge was £9,938 18s. lid., and it 
was opened for traffic in July, 1896.

In addition to the bridges referred to as completed, contracts were in progress during the year for 
the erection of sixty-one new bridges, which are not yet completed, particulars of which are given in 
Appendix “ B.”

The total length of these bridges is 10,970 feet, and they are made up of 265 plain timber beam 
spans, twenty-three timber truss spans, and one suspension span, the total completed cost being estimated 
at £73,461 11s. 9d. ’

Of these uncompleted bridges the most important are :—
_ Bridge over Kangaroo River aA, Kangaroo Valley, consists of one suspended span of 252 feet 9 
inches, having a roadway of 18 feet.

The bridge has very fine towers of sandstone, and the span is carried by fourteen steel wire ropes 
on each side of the bridge, formed into two cables of seven ropes each. The ropes are 4y inches in 
circumference, made of plough steel, galvanised, and are each capable of sustaining a tensile strain of 78 
tons without fracture.

The work is well in hand, the towers being complete and the ropes in position.
The site is admirably suited for a suspension bridge, for here, where the Moss Vale-Nowra coach 

road crosses the Kangaroo River, the formation is solid sandstone, oflering an excellent anchorage for the 
cables of the bridge, as well as an unlimited supply of fine stone for the masonry towers. The depth of 
the gorge in which the river flows also renders the suspension type most economical. The road here is at 
present carried by a timber truss bridge of considerable age, and now decayed. The new bridge is 
estimated to cost £8,000.

'Bridge over Hunter River at Morpeth consists of three timber truss spans of 110 feet 3 inches 
each, on iron cylinder piers, thirteen timber beam spans of 35 feet each, and one of 30 feet, making a 
total length of 815 feet 9 inches, with a roadway of 18 feet. The trusses in this bridge are of a similar 
type to those at Inverell, but lighter, on account of the comparatively narrow roadway.

The bridge, when completed, will take the place of the hand-power ferry at present carrying the 
traffic, and is estimated to cost £9,000.

Miscellaneous.
A work of some importance carried out during the year was the protection of the right bank of 

the Macquarie River at Bathurst above the Denison Bridge, where the river made such inroads as to 
threaten the line of the Main Western Road. A bank of ti-tri fascines has been completed here, 1,700 
feet in length, at a cost of £1,591, and with most satisfactory results.

A new and powerful steam ferry punt for the George’s River (Tom TJgly’s) is in hand, and will be 
launched shortly. The principal dimensions are 64 feet long and 32 feet 6 inches in width, and many 
improvements have been effected in the general arrangements, which will add to the safe and speedy 
working of the ferry. This punt is estimated to cost £2,366 10s. •

Hand-geared" punts were also constructed for the Hawkesbury River, Windsor, Tweed River, and 
approaches, and caretaker’s cottage for the Raymond Terrace punt, at a total cost of £1,829.
_ It will be seen, then, that taking the number of works completed, and adding the number of those 
in progress, the total contracts dealt with was 188, representing an expenditure of £163,328 5s. Id.

Comparing
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Comparing the year’s work with that of 1895-6, we find the following

Bridges, completed, cost.. 
Number ... ... ..
Length . ... ..
Truss spans ... ..
Beam spans ... ..
Iron or steel spans .. 
Masonry and brick arches 
Bridges, in progress, cost 
Number ... ... ..
Length ... ... ..
Truss spans ... ..
Beam spans ... ..
Iron or steel spans ..

1895-6.
£64,287 19s. lOd. 

125
10,218 feet 

7
296

4

£71,201 3s. Od. 
81

9,191 feet 
14 

234
5

1896-7.
£85,243 4s. Od. 

124
13,483 feet 

20 
357 

5 
4

£73,461 11s. 9d. 
61

10,970 feet 
23 

205 
1

Prom these figures it will he seen that the paymenis for completed works, and estimated cost of 
those in progress this vear exceed that in 1895-6 by £23,215 12s. lid , while the length of bridge-work 
exceeds that of the former year by 5,014 feet Generally it is difficult to make any comparison of cost 
from one year to another, owing to the great variety of structures dealt with, but m the two years under 
consideration practically all the bridges are of timber, and a rough comparison of cost may be made, 
which shows the average cost per foot run in 1895-6 to be £6 19s. 7d as against £6 6s. 6d. per foot run 
in 1896-7, a difference probably due to the large number of beam spans (78) in the Gundagai Viaduct.

E. M. DE BUEGH,
Assistant Engineer for Bridges.

Note - The fisuics gncn in the aboie Report, as also in the Returns attached, repiesent the cost of bridge structures without engineering 
and incidental expenses

(VIII.)
Bridges completed during the year ending June 30, 1897.

Name of Bridge.

Spans erall
Length in 

feet
Cost.

Stone lion Truss Beam

Tantawanglo .......................................................................... I 2 151

£ s. d. 
1,145 11 2

Wyong Creek........................ ................................ I 5 240 i!294 19 9
Molon^lo River, Foxlow .................................. .. I 4 235 1,602 17 2

Numrock Creek ........................................................ I 2 123 823 19 IO
Ellen borough River ............................. ............................. 2 2 253 1,660 3 2

Charity Creek ..................................................................... I 2 143 79t I5 9
Mabhagarmah ............... ............................................... I 2 I63 1,083 19 7

Myrtle Creek............................... ....... . I 4 22S 1,125 19 7

Cudgegong Creek . .. . . I 93 970 2 II

Inverell ... ..................... 3 4 440 10,058 18 11

Swan Hill............................................................................. I 2 4 37s 7>588 9 7
Walgett ............................................. • ....... I 9 395 3.053 19 10
Uouble Creek .. . ........... ......... I 4 215 1.499 8 5
Eish Ri\er at O’Connell ... ... ....... .. 2 1S5 i,34o 15 10

Cooradigbee River............................................................. I 3 216 1,604 2 I
Wallis Creek ....................................................................... 3 95 3,223 19 9
Hutclnng’s Gully . .............................................. I 3° 329 2 2

Little Dark Ci eek ........................ ......................... I IO 129 3 2
Tyndale’s Grully.........................................................................................
Vogt's Gully ........................... ...............................

I 25 385 17 0
I 15 212 4 II

Kmgsu ood Culvert........... ............................................ I 5 106 13 5

Beam Bridges.

10S 43° 6 5
Adelong Cieek, Moore’s Crossing........................................... ... . 4 135 741 19 2
Aston Creek.......... ......................................................... 1 38 163 9 9

1 3s 9° 3 5
Black Bols Creek ............................. ... . 1 30 460 15 0
BaronnaCrptk ... . .. . ............... ..... 1 31 254 17 8
Black Gully ................................... .......... . 1 ^8 345 10 9
Broken Back Creek .. ...................................... ..... 3 63 168 i 9
Hnl Bril Cieek ....................... ................ 2 53 249 2 0
Beardv River, Red Rsnge .................. . .. t 125 s8^ 17 3
Bega River, al Aucl»land-street . . ......... s 243 96 9 0
Brewer’s Creek ... ............................... . 2 55 162 0 0
Broadwater Creek .............. 3 108 840 15 8
Badgery Creek................ ... ............................. I 38 148 8 4
Black Creek....................... ............................................... 4 143 545 12 1
Bogan Rvv er, at Monkey.......................................................... 5 168 1,078 I 11
Baker’s Creek .. . .............................................. I 38 171 II 2
Cairore Cieek.............................................. ... 4 US 695 3 3
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Name of Bridge.
Spans. Overall 

length in Cost.
Stone. Iron. Truss. Beam. feet

Cafcfai Creek. Manouta.................... 108
283
63
98

• £ s. d.
546 7 6Cedar Party Creek................................. 8

Croakers’ Water-holes ........... .. I45I 12 3 
226 9 9Cattai Creek, Dural ........... 3

10CuHaburra Creek, No. I. 2. anil 3 399 10 9
2,106 6 6 

161 13 11 
206 0 8 
539 8 10

Cedar Creek..................... w 3°9
38
80Catherine Hill Bay............................ . 1

Colombo Creek ................ 3
Carr’s Godly ........................... *

I3I
35Cungegong Creek ................ 195 12 0

Cbittaway Creek........................... 180 3 6
i2S 14 3 
228 17 2
537 ” 0 
242 14 3
24° 9 5 
589 13 4 
534 14 1 
308 8 6 
tS1 0 5 
784 11 7
466 6 1 
434 12 10 
516 1 10
141 5 3 
344 13 4 
418 15 9 
379 15 6 
318 it 5 
227 8 5
261 4 5
194 8 2

* 9I4 3 11
1,423 12 1

101 13 3 
324 i5 7 
130 16 0

Cosgrove’s Creek....................... °3
33Cabramatt-i Creek ................

Dingo Creek.....................................
*

73
Daren’s Cre“k................................. 75
Deepwater Eiver.................... 106

182
I23
63

Deep and Black Creek ....... ... 6
Doctor’s Creek ...........
Eleven-mile Creek ...............
Fox under the Hill................
Pali’s Creek........... ........ 53
Ford’s Bridge, Warrego Rivt-r....... . ... 9 275
Giant’s Creek ........................... . 53

^3
108
28
76

no
108
30
78
65
38

Gundarv Creek ...........
G-uilfovle’s Creek ....................
Hoile’s portions. Bridges 1 and 2................
Hyndman’s Creek ........... ..
Jerrabatgulla .....................................
Ironworks Creek .................... 3
Korea Creek ....................
Kellyvill. Brian's Bridee ...........
Kelaher’s Creek, at Wee Waa ... .
Lachlan River, at Inglewood ....... . 5

6Lachlan River, at Nanawa .......... 2I5
73
25
6S
38
38

168

Lett River. Foot Bridoft . .
Little Hartley Creek................. .
Little Malabar ....... ............
Lang’s Creek ................
M'Leod’s Creek .................... .............

229 9 9
142 4 8

1.054 17 4
311 19 6 
223 13 9 
819 9 0 
569 3 11
320 5 2

1,014 19 6
1,878 15 3

342 18 0

Manners-street, Tenterfield ............................. : SMarom Creek ................
Molle’s Main .............................................. 93
Mehi River............................ 4

33
123

Mooki Hirer ...................................
Muckerawa Creek ....... ......................... I3I

57Marra Creek ........................................... 7Murrumbidgee Road at Gobarralong............................ 333
123
25

203

Narrawalla Creek .............................. ”
Noyeau Creek..........................................
Nepean River—Blaxland’s Crossing ........................ ‘ 8 1,657 17 O
Old Man Creek .............................. ~
Colons Creek .................................................. I25

108
I25
83
73
78
73

108
38
33
33
33

U3
=85
100
55
95
80

471 4 0 
621 2 10

326 12 0
428 13 4

Pambula River, at Pambula.................
Page’s River at Blandford............................ ...............
Pearce’s Creek at Alstonville .....
Pitt Town, No. 1..................................... . .. 241 4 5

63 11 6
206 7 6

4i3 3 4 
145 16 8 
160 6 6
103 14 8 
178 5 5
421 l8 O
786 0 8 
SS2 1 6 
203 4 3

0,uirindi Creek Foot-bridge................ ....................
Klione’s Creek.................. ~.................................
Hope’s Creek .......................................... . •
Roberts’ Creek ........................
Six-mile Creek, Bombala ....................
Spickett’s Creek ............................ . .
Sandy Creek, Tumut.................................
Sandy Creek (near Dora Creek) ..........................................
Saucy Creek..................................... 6
Saltwater Creek ....................
Sngarloaf Creek.................................
Snakes Creek .............................................. ...
Seven Hills Swamp, No. 1 ...................................................... 302 4 6 

202 5 8 
410 l8 II 
626 3 9
210 19 g
196 5 7 
58 15 0 

154 18 5
450 IO 2

Do do No. 2 ...................................................... 0
55

*53
133
38
38

108

Taylor’s Creek.................................................. .
Thalaba Creek............................. • 0

Two-mile Crei k, at Bigga..................................................
Tucki Creek................. ....................................
Waring Creek.............................
Woneiwomble............................................. . 33

178Wakool River......................................... ......... . 7Warrambooli, Walgett, No. 1')

Do do No. 2 >................................................ 2I5 1,163 5 10
Do do No. 3)

Wilber Creek ................................................................................ 63
t43
io5
87
23

306 3 4
1,272 17 II

792 I IO 
240 2 9
Il6 l8 2

Woolwav Creek ................................. ........
Weiltnoringle.................................................. ......................... 0
Yarrakool.................................
Yardley’s Creek ...........................................................................

Complete Total ............................................. 20 13.483 85,243 4 00 0 <

14-G
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Bbidges in progress on June 30th, 1897.

Name of Bridge.
Spans. Overall 

length in 
feet.

Contract Cost.
Stone. Iron. Truss. Beam.

£ s. d.
3 89 469 11 3
5 128 500 O 0
3 108 397 0 0
0 203 69714 3
1 38 X99 19 6
1 38 28812 2
1 28 140 3 O
3 93 216 0 O
5 158 449 13 IO

78 469 4 X
2 73 348 8 9
2 73 284 18 11
2 93 4H 5 0
2 63 338 6 0
2 63 284 0 0
1 38 07 IO 0
3 98 396 I 8
5 128 89S 10 6
1 38 182 14 O
2 73 398 0 O
1 33 116 0 6
5 16s 696 14 6
2 73 296 IO O
1 165 0 O2 73 299 9 9
2 59 331 2 6
3 93 • 410 0. O
2 53 331 9 I I
5 128 847 1 O
4 I43 759 r5 7
2 * 53 230 O 0
4 143 469 4 5

63 472 14 0
4 123 621 1 0

78 2,720 12,591 15 6

4 3 43 479 4 II
5 J53 I;372 14 O
5 H5 552 O O

. 7 248 782 17 O
4 123 I97 0 O
7 212 612 1 2
7 203 852 1 6

53 199 4 O
1 23 191 6 3
2 53 200 O O
2 59 184 16 IO
2 53 377 ° 0
4 123 450 0 0

Albury Bridge................................................................................ 2 3 360 6,668 10 2
1 73 743 6

6 265 1,396 2 6
6 275 1,907 O 0

185 1,75^ 3 II
4 210 i,375 17 9

1S5 1,013 7
1,694 17

2
X 215 5

Morpeth Bridge........................................................................... .... .• 3 1+ 820 7,764 0 0
2 255 1,900 0 0

275 3.600 I5 8
3 3 353 4,097 0 O

ft.
Kangaroo Eiver, Suspension Bridge........................................ I 252 252 6,985 0 O

I 23 265 10,970 32.558 17 8
40,902 14 I

l
£73,461 11 9
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Water Conservation and Irrigation.
(IX.)

Report of the Principal Assistant Engineer.
The Water Rights Act. -

About the beginning of tbe official year under review tie "Water Conservation Branch was 
transferred from the Department of Mines to the Department of Works. By far the most important 
matter connected with this branch which was then being dealt with was the Water Bights Bill. This 
Bill was then being considered in Parliament and it was subsequently passed, the date on which it came 
into operation being 1st November, 1896. In regard to the importance and utility of the Water Bights 
Act, it may be mentioned that a return specially prepared , by the Stock Department showed that the 
total outlay by private enterprise on dams in creeks and rivers throughout the colony has been 
considerably over six and a half millions sterling. Previous to the passing of the Act these dams existed 
on sufferance only, but the charge of all rivers and creeks is now vested in the Minister, who has power 
under the Act to license dams and other works after due'inquiry, or to order their removal if their 
existence is objectionable. Persons who object to works in creeks or rivers cannot now take the law into 
their own hands and destroy the works as has frequently been done hitherto, but must appeal to the 

-Minister or state their objections at the inquiries regarding applications for licenses.
The number of applications for licenses under the Water Bights Act which have been received, 

examined, and registered is 471, but in addition to these, 47 applications for licenses for existing works 
were received too late to be dealt with. The Act specified that applications for such licenses should be 
submitted to the Minister before 1st Pebruary, 1897. This limit proved too. short for applicants in 
distant localities, and it had the effect of causing a temporary block in the office, as the applications had 
all to be examined and noted on the maps before being forwarded for inquiry.

A considerable number of the applications received relate to pumping engines. In the Hay Land 
Board District, the total number of applications received within the prescribed time was 136, of which 
11 were for pumping plants. The corresponding numbers for the Bourke District are 94 and 5 ; for the 
Dubbo District, 65 and 1; for the Forbes District, 45 and 3 ; and for the Wagga Wagga District, 56 
and 5. In addition to applications relating to existing works, several have been received for proposed 
works of considerable importance.

Inquiry by Colonel Home, R.E.
During the greater part of the year under review my time has been almost entirely taken up with 

the administration of the Water Bights Act and attending on Colonel P. J. Home, B.E., who, as 
mentioned in the official report of the Public Works Department of last year was specially engaged by 
the Government to inquire into and report on water conservation and irrigation throughout New South 
Wales. The value of the comprehensive surveys which were made in connection with possible schemes 
for water conservation has been strongly in evidence in the course of Colonel Home’s inquiry. All 
the rivers in the western river system, and all the important lakes have been included in the great 
network of levels, and a series of gaugings have been made to show the discharge of the principal rivers. 

. Colonel Home has visited all the places of special interest in regard to his inquiry, and it is probable that 
these inspections, and his examination of the results of the surveys, will enable him to complete his 
report within the twelve months for which he was specially engaged. Only a few surveys and investiga
tions had to be specially made for Colonel Home, among the more important being the detail survey and 
plan of tbe Tantangara Eeservoir site on the Upper Murrumbidgee, the completion of the detail survey 
and plan of the Lake Coolacumpama Eeservoir site on the Lower Murrumbidgee, the detail survey for a 
new offtake for the proposed Murrumbidgee Southern Canal, and approximate surveys of proposed sites 
for storage reservoirs on the Murray, Murrumbidgee, Lachlan, and Macquarie Eivers.

Miscellaneous Works.
As the consideration of all important projects had to stand over till after Colonel Home’s inspec

tion, no large works were entered on during the year. My time being almost entirely divided between 
attending on Colonel Home and dealing with questions under the Water Bights Act, Mr. Wade was 
entrusted with the chief supervision of works under construction, the principal of which were the Bourke 
Lock and Weir, the Middle Billabong Weir, and the Wentworth Irrigation Works. The first of these 
works, of which a photograph is appended, has been completed, and acts very satisfactorily. The 
completion of the works at the Middle Billabong Weir, as at the Gin Gin Weir on the Macquarie, has 
been delayed owing to the desirability of bringing them under the provisions of the Water Bights Act. 
The Wentworth Irrigation Works are the first of their kind carried out by the Government in this colony. 
On their completion the irrigable area will be let in suitable blocks, and there is good reason to anticipate 
that the work will be remunerative.

The minor works completed in the year under review were the tanks for the water supply to the 
mining settlements at Bifield and Gilgunnia, the weir and crossing at Angledool, the improvements of the 
channel of the Middle Billabong, and the cutting for conducting the water diverted by the Warren Weir 
into the Gunningbar and Cookamurra Creeks.

Among matters investigated and reported on were proposals for irrigation works at Narromine, 
the practicability of irrigation from Lake Cudgelhco, the drainage of the Araluen Valley, a proposed weir 
at Hillston, the modified scheme for irrigation at Hay, the improvement of effluent creeks below Warren, 
and the drainage of the Tuekian Swamp, Bichmond Eiver. Staff
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Staff Employed.
The regular field staff in connection with the branch includes, in addition to Mr. Wade, Mr. 

Blomfield, Assistant Engineer, and Mr. G-ranter, surveyor. Two of the office staff have been employed on 
field duty for some time—Mr. Seaver in connection with information required by Colonel Home, and Mr. 
Amphlett in assisting Mr. Wade and in taking river discharges.

During the greater part of the official year, Mr. Marshall, the chief draftsman, had eight drafts
men under him, including Mr. Seaver and Mr. Amphlett; but at the end of April an additional draftsman 
was appointed. The preparation of plans and marking on levels in connection with Colonel Home’s 
inspections, and the noting of sites of works for which applications for licenses were received, involved a 
large amount of work for.the office staff. In addition to the plans of works already referred to, the staff 
have had during the year the preparation of plans relating to a number of works and proposals for water 
supply and drainage, including subdivision for the Wentworth irrigation area, lands which will be affected 
by the Middle Billabong weir, drainage of the G wydir District, lands required for resumption in connection 
with various water supply works, diagrams showing heights and discharges of rivers, &c.

Expenditure.
The amount expended from the Water Conservation Tote during the year under review was 

£32,647 9s. 3d., the two most important items being the Bourke lock and weir and the Middle Billabong 
weir.

h. Gr. McKinney,
Principal Assistant Engineer, Water Conservation Branch.

SURVEYS,
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Surveys, Soundings, and Borings. .
(X.)

The work of the surveying staff of the Public Works Department during the financial year 1896-97 
has been to a large extent interfered with by the alterations necessitated by the reorganisation of the 
Service, but towards the end of the term matters began to settle down to their normal condition, 
and work is now progressing satisfactorily. This desirable state of affairs is largely due to the energy 
and ability shown by the whole of the staff, who have succeeded in keeping pace with the work of the 
Department under exceptional difficulties.
_ The opportunity was taken, while the reorganisation proceeded, to introduce some radical changes 
in the methods of carrying out the surveying work and recording the results, and, so far as it is possible 
to judge, the new system works satisfactorily. In August,. 1896, the whole of the survey work of the 
Department, with the exception of the detail work of the Sewerage Construction Branch, was placed under 
the control of the present Chief Surveyor, and it has thus become possible to introduce a more complete 
and harmonious system of working. The nature of the duties pertaining to this branch has prevented my 
devoting much time to the more scientific questions demanding attention, but one or two important matters 
have been commenced and carried to a successful issue. The most important of these was the conference 
of representatives of the Government departments to determine upon a standard datum for levels in New 
South Wales, which was called by the Minister for Public Works in December, 1896. A report of this 
conference has already been printed, and it is perhaps sufficient to say that, as a result, all levels in future 
taken by Government officers will be referred to one common datum. The advantages of this reform will 
be more apparent as years roll on.

A sum of £400 has been placed on the Estimates for 1897-8 to provide and fix a number of tide- 
gauges at various places on the coast. This fulfils a long-standing want, not only from a hydrographical 
standpoint, but the data provided will be of material assistance to the engineer in the designing of new 
harbours and improving the entrance to our rivers. -

In November, 1896, the sum of £50 was appropriated for the purpose of fixing standard bench
marks in Sydney Harbour to facilitate the work of surveyors in defining mean high-water, which, by the 
common law, is the boundary of all land having a frontage to tidal water. This work is being carried 
out as opportunity offers, but progress has necessarily been slow on account of the limited time at our 
disposal. "

During the year the following'surveys have been carried out:—
Harbour Surveys.

Darling Island soundings and borings. 
Newcastle, from entrance to Eullerton Cove 

(plan drawn).
Spectacle Island (plan drawn).

Clarence Biver entrance (plan drawn). 
Moruya Biver, from Malabar Creek to Moruya. 
Camden Haven Inlet, from entrance to 

Laurieton.

Tuggarah Lake.
Wharf Surveyi 

Bourke. Brooklyn.
Water Supplies.

Wollongong. Tenterfield.
Parkes. Junee (supplementary supply).
Tamworth. Picton.
Cootamundra. . Temora.
Mudgee.

^Bridges.
North Shore (Dawes’ Point to McMahon’s 

Point).
Tom Thum Lagoon.
Wheeney Creek.
Blaxland’s Crossing (Nepean Biver).
Wyong Creek.
Stone Quarry Creek, Picton.
Parramatta Biver at Newington.
Patterson Biver at Dunmore.

Water Conservation.
Tuekian Swamp, Gin Gin Weir.

General Surveys.
Boselle Bay resumptions. •
Pyrmont „
Bourke flood prevention.
Parramatta Boad (levels for wood-blocking).
Shea’s Creek resumptions.
Byde to Concord Punt. *
Tom Hgly’s Point Punt.

^Reclamation Limit Line Lnspection.
One hundred and two cases have been inspected and reports sent in.

Eitzroy Dock.
Admiralty House grounds. 
Port Macquarie.
Cook’s Biver improvements. 
Berry’s Bay.
Port Macquarie—quarry site.

Patterson Biver at Hinton.
» . » Xacy.

Narromine.
Borambil Creek.
South Creek.
Moruya Biver at Moruya. 
Patterson Biver at Murwillumbah. 
Queanbeyan Biver at Queanbeyan.

The Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works.
GEBALD H. HALLIGAN,

Chief Surveyor,
Public Works Department.

30-November, 1897.
Betuen
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(XL)
Ketuex of Expenditure on Public Works carried on by Harbours and Eivers Branch from 1st July, 1896, to

30th June, 1897.

Work, and w here situated.

’Watch Supply—
Providing Country Towns ....................................
Duplicate rising Mam, Walka to Buttai . ...
Reservoir, Potts* Hill .............................................
Laying Second Pipe Line between Potts’ Hill

and Crown-street ............................................
Sydney ....... . . .................
Centennial Park Reservoir ....................................

Dbed&e Sebvice—
Excavation of Silt by Dredges................................

JJ >> ........................................... * *
Tugs and Punts for Dredge Service . ...

>> }) 55 •' **
Dredge Plant for Richmond and other Northern

Rivers ...................................................................
Dredge and Punts for Myall River ..... ...
Appliances for Reclaiming Land by Sand Dredges 
Dredge and Plant for service first at Nambucoa. 
Landing Silt and forming Ground ... ..

3 ) 53 33 ......... *
Reclamation and Dredging, including cost of

resumption of Land . ............................
Self propelling Steam Sand-pump Dredges foi

deepening shallow Bars ................................
Towards fitting Steam-steering G ear and Electric

Light on Dredges and “ Thetis”....................
Conversion of Grab Dredge into a Sand-pump

Dredge....................... ..........................
Repairs plant used in connection with Recla

mation Works, &c.............................................
Sydney District—

Extension of Darling Harbour Wharf, including
cost of Compensation for Land, &c.................

White Bay Reclamation ...........................
Circular Quay Improvements .......................
Woolloomooloo Bay Implements ...................
Cook’s River and Shea’s Creek Reclamation and

Dredging ................................................................
Admiralty Whaif, Woolloomooloo................
Long Co\ e Reclamation .........................
Naval Stations, Garden Island, &c.........................
Sea Wall, Coogee Bay .. ... ..........
Rebuilding Stone Dyke-wall, Rushcutters’ Bay 
Reclamation, Careening Cove and Neutral Bay.. 
Improvements, Cow per Wharf, Woolloomooloo

Eay .................................................................
Cargo Shed, Woolloomooloo Bay .. .............
Construction of Jetties, foot of Erskme-street 
New Jetty and Shed, Circular Quay, and extend

ing old A S N Co.’s berth ........................
Wharf, White Bay ...............................................
Goods Shed, eastern side Circular Quay ......
Rushcutter’s Bay, northern extension of reclam

ation ..................................... .......................
Rushcutter’s Bay, Completion, Sea-wall ............
Straightening Wharf, Woolloomooloo Bay, &c ..
Newr Wharf, Manly Beach ...............................
Painting, &c , Passenger and Cargo Sheds, Syd

ney Harbour...........................................................
Wharf, foot of Augustus-strect, Leichhardt .... 
Extension, Covering over Pontoon Wharf, Erskme-

street ....................................................................
Improvements to Cook’s River, near Tempe,

1 providing for discharge of Elood Waters ......
Hunter River and Newcastle District— 

Wharf and Shipping Appliances, Newcastle, 
including steam Cranes, Newcastle Wharf. 

Protection of Banks, Hunter River, at West Mait
land .............. ..............................

Expenses, Rocket Apparatus, Newcastle .......

Removal of Rocks, Newcastle Harbour ............
Repairs, Newcastle Wharfs.................... ..

„ Northern Breakwater, Newcastle.......
Reclamation, North Harbour, Newcastle .........
Expenses, Special Service^, Tugs unconnected with 

Dredging, and for Rocket Apparatus, Newcastle
New Lighter for Newcastle Harbour ..............
Maintenance, Newcastle Harbour Works ...........

Extension and Reconstruction, Queen’s Wharf... 
Pile Beacon, to replace Lightship, Newcastle ... 

Lake Macquarie District—
Improvements at Entrance.....................................

Clarence River District—
Improvements at Heads ... ...................

Whether 
Constructing or 
under Repair

Fund
from which 

the Expense is 
defray ed

When
Com

menced
If Finished, 

actual amount of 
Expenditure

£ s. d.
Constructing... Loans ......... !879

,, ... I896 ....................
} 3 33 ...... . * • * 1888 106,996 7 8

tf • 33 •• • *
1880

160,18213 3
a >3 ....... 2,277,50219 7

33 ............ 1895

Annual Service Con. Rev. ... 3) 96>l59 5 5
3) •* 3, ... 1896
„ 53 ••• i895 2,009 15 3

33 ••• I896

Constructing . Loans ... 1883 24,998 7 10
1888 8,002 II Q

33 33 ....... 1889
)» 33 • • •

Con Rev.
1S90 7,991 18 7

Annual Service 1895 6,314 1 7
Improi mg Loans.......... 1896

33 • 33 ••• • 1893

Constructing .. ” .......... 1897

>3 • 53 ...........

33 ............ 1895

Annual Service Con. Rev.... 1896 ....................

Constructing .. Loans .......... 1881
Improving .. Loans & Con Ret 1886 ...........
Constructing...

33
Loans...........

,, ........
1888

33

Improving Loans & Con. Rev 18S7
Constructing .. Loans... 1889 1,490 15 1
Improving .. Loans & Con Rev 1890

,, ... Loans ......... 1884
Constructing... Con. Rev. 1890 4,893 1 11

33 „ 1889 3.799 19 9
Improving .. .. Loans ......... 189O

33 ■ ♦ •
Constructing...

33 ••• • 1889 6,949 12 3
Con. Rev. . 1891 2.9°3 4 3

33 •• Loans........... 33 8,217 6 9

33 S3 .......... 1892
33 • 33 ••• 1894 L585 3 4
>3 • 33 •

Improving >3 ..... .
1896,, ... 33 • •••

Constructing .. ,, .. . 1895
33 • • 33 3,006 15 1

Improving . Con. Rev. . 1896
Constructing 33 ••• 1895 4r3 2 IO

„ ... 33 • 1896 O00

Constructing 1838& improving J

Constructing Con. Rev. ... 1866 41,331 16 1
Annual Service 1895 300 0 O

33 33 • 1896
Improving .. .. Loans .. .. 1858 18,57610 4
Repairs. Con. Rev. .. 1887 12,96613 5

Improving ....
Loans & Con Ret 1883 9.69515 9
Loans........ 1894

Annual Service Con. Rev. 189s 800 0 0
Constructing Loans ........ 1896 ....................
Maintenance .. Con. Rev. ... » 519 18 2

33
Constructing ..

33
Loans ... 4,700 O 0

,, ... Con. Rev. ... 1897 447 18 4

Improving .... Loans & Con Rev 00 ->
4 92,634 6 7

Constructing 3) ••• 1862

If Unfinished,
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897

Amount
expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

£ s. d. £ s. d.
975,o65 16 3 21,930 9 10

20,386 2 O 20,33317 3

22,941 1 4 12,089 ^ 8

79,255 15 0 79,25515 °

391 1 0 391 1 0

55,213 0 0 13 “ 5

6,968 2 6 6,968 2 6

95,998 O 2 a...............

390 390

116 II 0 116 11 0

25,229 12 6 15,407 3 3

So 13 0 8013 0

484,007 15 9 6,672 19 8
12,250 16 8 1 2 3
92,721 IT 6 4,910 5 10
26,70211 5 13,743 0 3

175,237 .8 2 37,942 5 5

46,140 3 4 2,407 6 4
306,194 14 8 5,732 3 1

12,011 17 6 9 16 0

27,591 i 8 6,15113 0

M” 2 5

3,99° 1 4 2,123 19 6
2,093 12 IO 2,093 12 I(J
4.991 18 4 L749 17 4

723 10 0 606 I IO

150 0 0

I I O I I 0

361,261 18 3 30,872 17 4

214 I9 O 214 19 0

......................

4,742 17 11 1,364 12 7

584 6 8 564 10 9

2,536 7 8 2,536 7 8
4,700 O O

................................. 447 18 4

301,431 16 4 12,370 0 8

(a) Unclei Tote foi Cookte River and Shea’s Creek Reclamation. £73,769 xos. $fd. expended from Vote for Reclamation and Dredging,
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Public Works carried on by Harbours and Eivers Branch—continued.

Work, and wheie situate
Whether 

Constructing’ or 
under Repan.

Fund
from w hich 

the Expense is 
defrayed

"When
Com

menced

If Finished, 
actual amount of 

Expendituie.

It Unfinished,
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount, 
expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897 •

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
Constructing . Loans ........... 1889

33

13,487 16 IO
» •* ,, ... 12,496 12 8

Improving......... ft • • 1896 869 17 0 869 17 0
Con. Rev.

1897
6co 0 0 600 O O

Constructing... Loans............... 983 983

Constructing... Con. Eev. 1896 *3° 7 3 ^129 7 9

Improving... Loans .. . 1895 17,332 10 4 10,812 18 1

Constructing... Loans & Con Rev 1874 124,882 7 11 4,331 IO II

Loans ... 1870 5,68o 17 5
Maintenance.. Con. Eev. ... 1895 136 1 0

a ••• ft • * 1896 475 0 6 475 0 6

Improving......... Loans & Con Re\ 1878 i93,35o 8 6 20,146 12 3
Constructing .. Loans .... 1884 16,202 14 6 789 5 11
Annual service Con. Eev. 1895 1,840 13 0

)> }J ••• 1896 2,046 18 9 2,046 18 9

Improving .. Loans......... 1895 ... . •• . 7,655 19 3 2,629 19 IO
>> • „ ... 1894 3>592 2 3 1,313 14 1°

Constructing Con. Eev. . 1895 320 IO II
,, 33 341 II II
„ • Loans ........... 1897 3 5 § 3 5 8

Improving . . Con. Rev. 1879 3,388 9 9
Constructing 33 • 1895 588 15 8 559 i4 11
Improving ... Loans ........... 33 3,502 2 2 3,214 14 0

33 1889 1,168 4 7
t) 1890 30,363 1 2 6,086 6 2

Con. Rev. .. 1896 158 0 10
,, ... >3 >t 64 14 I 64 14 1

» •• Loans & Con Ro\ 31 10,995 0 1 923213 1

Cii&bence River—continued.
Woolgoolga Jetty .......................
Coff’s Harbour Jetty....................
Removal of Reefs, Maclean..........
Removal of Rocks, South Arm
Dredge Dock...................................

Hastings River—
Wharf, Wauchope...........................

Manning River—
Improvements of River..................

Trial Bat District—
Harbour of Refuge .......................

Wollongong District—
Deepening Harbour ..............
Maintenance of Harbour Works..

Arbitration case, T. W. Hungerford v. Minister
for Works ...................................................

Richmond River—

Improving River...................................... .
Byron Bay Jetty.................. ................
Improving Richmond River and Tributaries 

>> •>
Blood Relief Works, Richmond River, via Evans

River ..........................................................
Snagging Tributaries Richmond River..........
Wharf at Wyrallah ......................................

,, Broadwater ...................... .............. .
Dock ..................................................................

Nambucca River— '

Clearing Obstructions ..............................  ,
Wharf at Bowra .......................................
Improving Entrance.........................................

Tweed River— ,

Improving Navigation, Brunswick River ..... .
Improvements, Tweed River ....................
Snagging Tributaries.........................................

Macleay River— >
Improving Entrance............................................

,, Bellinger River ..................................
Moruya River—

Improving Entrance, Fascine Banks, Ac............ .
Murray, Murrumbidgee,and Darling Rivers

Improving ........................................................
Cockatoo Island—

Fitzroy Dock ................................ .
Dock Establishment, Contingencies ..........

,, Salaries............................. .
„ Contingencies .................

Machinery..........................................................
New Dock, Biloela .............................. %..........
Boiler Shop and Store, Fitzroy Dock................. .

Maintenance, Electric Light
ft »

Miscellaneous.
Harbour and River Surveys

Incidental Expenses to Wharfs, Bridges, &c. .
>> tt .

Improving Navigation of Hawkesbury River .
Lighthouse, Point Perpendicular ....................
Wharf, Kendall, Camden Haven ....................
Improvements to Entrance, Camden Haven...

„ „ Cape Hawke........
Wharf and Crane at Bourke ............. ............
Jetty, Eastern Side, Fort Macquarie................
Tuggerah Lakes Jetty ........................................
Establishment Salaries................... ............
Salaries, Equipment, Allowances, Travelling 

Expenses, Rents, Cleaning, Incidental, &c.
Repairs, Kiama Harbour Works........................
Tug, “ Q■anymede,5, Master and Driver............
Compensation to the Widows of the late James 

Tham, Captain Alexander, Martin Ghmncr, and
George Thorpe .................................................

Expenses of Tugs on Special Service..................
Wharfs, Erection, Repairs, and Renewals...........
Work done for other Departments.......................
Rushcutters’ Bay Park Trustees.........................
Gratuities to Retrenched Officers .......................

Constructing & in use
Annual Service

Constructing...
t) •

Maintenance .
» • •

Annual Service
jf ••
ft •
tf • •

Improving
Constructing

Improving ..
3)

Constructing
,, ... 
,, ...

Annual Service

Compensation, 
Annual Service

Con. Rev. .

Loans ... 
Con. Rev 
Loans ... 
Con. Rev.

Loans

Con. Rev. 
Loans

Con. Rev.

Con. Rev. 

Total............

1890

1888

1848
1895

1896 
1883 
1881
1895
1896
1895
1896

1895
1896 
iSge, 
1896
1889
1890 
1894
1896 
1894
1897 
1896

1S96

33oS° 5 3
4,691 12 5

800 o o

12,314 o o 
282,270 10 8 

782 1 8

381 6 10

1,868 9 4 

11,719 16 1

281 13 8

22,222 19 10 

14.783 8 S 

204,134 2 o

5,°79 I2 6

J.SSQ 9 4

225 o 7

557 16 o

12,298 13 2 
891 14 4 

4,381 18 1

£3,287,098 g 4

97 6 8 
32 1 5 
506 

270 18 6 
o 10 3 

2,805 0 0

4 7
185 7 1
316 3 10

366 18 o 
559 7 7 

I>97° 9 5

5,546 0 2

642 12 9

5,079 12 6

3,858,897 13 7

.. .

1,530 9 4

225 O 7

557 l6 0

12,298 13 2

3,894 i4 4
252 6 5

97 6 8
21 7 .5

5 0 6
t27° 18 6

O IO 3
2,805 0 O

10,715 4 7
i«5 7 I
316 3 IO

366 18 0
559 7 7

1,970 9 5
13,595 3 IO

9 19 II
65 19 I

^6,336 9 II
Total Expendituee poe the Teae. £ s. d.

Harbours and Hivers Kevenue.................................................. 44,092 4 9
Dredge Service Envenue............................................................... 79i255 15 0
Harbours and Eivers Doans .................................................... 289,393 6 4
Services of other Departments .................................................. I3>595 3 10

£426,336 9 11
* Paid from Incidental Expenses, f £133 is. 3d. paid from Incidental Expenses.

/
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Hauboues and Eivers Expenditure.

Yeai. Loan. Revenue. Other
Departments. Total.

Previous to 1859 ,
1859 ...........1860 .............. .
1861 ..............
1862 ...........
1863 ...............
1864 ..............
1865 ..............
1866 ........
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872 
i8?3 
1874
187s
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882 ........................................................
1883 .......................................................
1884 ........................................................
1885 .....................................................
1886 ........................................................
1887 ..................................................
1888 ........................................................
1889 ........................................................
1890 ........................................................
1891 ......................................................
1892 ........................................................
!893 ..........................................
isb January, 1894, to 30th. June, 1895 . 
1st July, 1895, to 30th June, 1896 .... 
1st July, 1896, to 30th June, 1897 .. .

295,962 14 7
554,521 13 10 
397,9s1 11 5
449,527 18 1
304,807 17 11
235,614 11 
372,698 12 
231,789 o 
289,393 6

139,695 IO II 
148,676 16 I
175,837 18 7
211,206 19 3
237,147 13 6
169,168 I9 II
229,205 2 I

152,120 8 5
123347 *9 9 13,595 3 10

£
95,765
16,183
31,134
52,3'4 
84,280 
53,3'8 
80,830 
58,347 
53,678 
70,840 
83,204 
81,279 
6=,675 
67,425 
67,121 

111,160 
!37,749
222.QI I
I75A89
156,916
2l8,OOI
247,110
279»9I3S^^i;
596,332
733,620
698,458
689,171
817,631
596,743
435,658
703,198
573,789
660,734
541,955
404,783
601,903
383,909
426,336

s. d.
10 8 
19 4
in
4 9 

19 5
16 11
9 5 
6 8

*5 °
7 10

11 10
12 9
'4 5

7 i!
3 9

12 6
17 1 
19 6
8 4

18 o
4 ”
1 10

18 7
O I
7 4

14 10 
16 11 
8 8 
5 6 
9 11 

10 o

9 11

£11,717,801 16 o
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Returk of Expenditure on Public Works carried on by Water Conservation Branch, from 1st August, 1896, to
30th June, 1897.

Work, and where situated
"Whether 

Constructing 01 
under Repair

Fund
from which 

the Expenses is 
defrayed

When
Com

menced
If Finished, 

actual amount of 
Expenditure

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to 
30th June, 1897

Amount
Expended

£ s d £ s d £ s d.
Angledoon Weir, Marian Kiver . Constructing Loans ... ... 288 IO 5
Araluen Drainage Works . .. Survey „ ... 84 0 7
Bourke Lock and Weir ... .......... Consti noting >} 12,490 II 0
Bathurst .Experimental Irrigation Barm Survey . 6 14 2
Colonel F. J Home, Fees and Expenses ... ... )> •• *•* i,334 15 3
Coopernook Beport on Big Swamp . .. „ . •• 4 16 9
Duck Creek, Improvement .. . Survey ... )) • ... ............ 8 16 0
Erection of Pump, Oxley....... .. . Construction >> •• ... 7 I9 9
Darling Bivei Survey ... ... ... 31 I? 5
Eifield Water Supply . ................ Constructing . ... 53 10 2
Gin Gin Weir ... ............ , 1,823 4 1
Gilgunma Water Supply . , ... 426 7 2
Gunmngbar to Cookamurra and Crooked Creeks,

Water Supply
Survey

t 723 4 4
Gwydir River Drainage V .. 503 15 11
Incidental Expenses ., . ,,, . . Con Rev & Loan" ... • .. 452 4 1
Island Creek Weir . . . Repairs Loans . 15 6 0
Irrigation, Macquarie, at Narromine ... Survey ,, ... ... ... 0 6 9
Locking of the Darling ... „ ... 9 6 8
Middle Billahong, Weir and Coannels ... Constructing » * . . S^S0 4 4
Land Fees and Costs .. . . 7 3
Lake (Judgeihco Flood gates Repairs 6
Ma^jor’s Creek Water Supply . . Survev )i * •• ... 0 4 6
Mulgoa Irrigation Works . Report, &c4 » ................. 27 13 6
Reservoir Sites on Lachlan and Macquarie Bepoit }5 ... .. ........ 2 8 6
Biver Gauging ... . „ . J) ... 182 11 7
Salaries . . ... 1) 4 562 15 II
Surveys m connection with Colonel Homes’ Tours Repoifc ... . }} •• 52 17 7
South Bermagui Lagoon Embankment—Bermagui

Water Supply Constructing }> ... ,, *53 4 3
South Murrumbidgee Canal . .. Survey )) 14 9 7
Tuckian Swamp Drainage ...... » )) • * 86 16 7
Tantangara Basin, Upper Murrumbidgee ... )> ,, . ... .............. 199 18 3
Tathra Water Supply Construct mg 39 3 7
Warren Weir 5J 1,61s 3 11
Wentworth Iirigation Works . „ * ,, ••• 1,71419 1
Wyalong Water Supply ... ... >> 42 18 3
Willandra Weir, Eaismg Crest . ..

Survey
>> 35s 4 11

Yanko Creek .. it O 12 6
Services for other Departments a • 117 6 5

Total ............ .........................£ 32>647 9 3

Summary or Expenditure
& s. d

Loans . . ....... ........ -............................................. 32)5i8 2 io
Bevenue ......................................................................... ................ 12 o o
Services for oilier Departments . . .................... 117 6 5

£32,647 9 3

14—H
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Government Architect.

Report of the Government Architect.
Department of Public Works, Government Architect’s Branch,

Sydney, 17 November, 1897.
I have the honor to present the following report on the work carried out in this branch during the twelve 
months ending 30th June, 1897.

The sum voted on Revenue for expenditure in connection with repairing, furnishing, £ s. d. 
and improving existing buildings, and fulfilling the many services rendered by 
this Branch amounted to £61,780.

The expenditure for the same period, including liabilities brought forward from the
previous year, amounted to ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 60,249 2 10

And expenditure, the means for which were provided for by other departments,
amounted to ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 23,720 3 10

The expenditure from the Loan Account upon sites, new buildings, and additions
to existing buildings amounted to ... ... ... ... ' ... ... ... 166,183 0 0

‘ (XII.)

Making a total expenditure for the year of ... ... ... ... ... ...£250,152 6 8

The unexpended balance at the end of the financial year on Loan Account, granted under the 
several Acts, is estimated amounted to about £400,000.

The expenditure already mentioned has been incurred in connection with 583 buildings, of which 
the following list comprises the most important completed within the year

Chancery Square Court—Additions ...
Custom-house—Additions ... ...
Darlinghurst Police Station—Erection ...
Museum—New roof ... ... ...
Supreme Court—Additions ... ...
Callan Park Hospital for Insane—Attendants’ Quarters 
Five Dock Post Office—Erection... ...
Parramatta Court-house—Erection ...
Parramatta Post Office—Additions ...
Rydalmere Hospital for Insane—Additions 
Surry Hills Lock-up—Erection ... ...
Broken Hill Police Barracks—Erection...
Dubbo Lands Office—Erection ... ...
Forbes Police Barracks—Erection ...
Glen Innes Post Office—Erection ...
Greta Court-house—Erection ... ...
Hay Lands Office—Erection ... ...
Junee Police Station—Erection ... ...
Katoomba Court-house—Erection ...
East Maitland Lands Office—Erection ...
West Maitland Court-house—Erection ..4 
Mudgee Gaol—Additions... ... ...
Murrumburrah Police Buildings—Additions 
Maclean Lock-up—Erection ... ...
Mount Victoria Post Office—Erection ...
Minmi Post Office—Erection ... ...
Newcastle Hospital for Insane—Additions 
Nowra Court-house—Erection ... ...
Milton Court-house—Erection ... ...
Parkes Court-house—Additions ... ...
Rylstone Lock-up—Erection ... ...
Singleton Lock-up Gaol—Erection ...
Sofala Lock-up—Erection ... ...
Tumut Lock-up—Erection ... ...
Walgett Public Buildings—Improvements 

The Chancery Square additions consist of additional offices to meet the increasing legal business there 
conducted. As the whole of the Chancery Square building is of an obsolete character, and should sooner or 
later be demolished to form a portion of the site of the new Law Courts, the expenditure upon the additions 
has been confined to the barest necessities, and the buildings must be considered as of a temporary character 
oidy. _ _

The addition to the Custom House was necessitated by the adoption of land and income taxes as a 
new source of revenue, this Department requiring the, accommodation for a very considerable new staff 
of officers.

The Museum roof—that is, the portion over the central building—owing to the ravages of white ants, 
which found their way from the streets up through the interstices of the stone wall to the roof and rendered 
it unsafe, has been entirely reconstructed, mostly in iron with copper covering, while every effort has been 
made to eradicate this expensive and dangerous pest.

The expenditure at the Supreme Court has provided two additional fully equipped court-rooms, 
fitted in the most modern style with all the accommodation necessary for the proper discharge of the duties 
of the higher Courts of justice. They are lighted from the top and ventilated by mechanical means, and

present

£ s. d.
1,671 15 5
2,209 18 10
1,119 0 8
1,277 6 10

13,244 19 2
3,225 1 3
1,009 14 2

13,985 9 5
1,179 10 0
7,480 9 9
3,045 17 1
2,704 0 0
3,573 12 11
1,549 8 0

' 2,661 9 6
1,221 14 3
2,859 11 3
1,521 2 5
2,350 10 3
4,750 18 10

12,157 12 2
1,174 2 6
1,003 1 0
1,666 11 0
1,603 18 5
1,086 18 7
2,069 0 0
3,792 19 4
1,324 10 1
2,127 0 2
1,473 13 0
1,262 18 10
1,198 15 3
1,516 15 0
2,563 5 6
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present a handsome and substantial appearance. The accommodation for the public, as distinct from that 
of the legal profession, is purposely limited to seating for about fifty persons in each court Attached is 
a range of chambers and offices in which His Honor the Chief Justice and the Judges of the Supreme 
Court and their Associates are accommodated, in lieu of the old and inconvenient rooms which for many 
years did duty for the same purpose. J

exPenditure at Callan Park Hospital for the Insane covers new buildings erected to accommo
date the increased stafi of attendants. * •
tj- (^our*;'^ouse Parramatta is one of the most important works carried out during the year.
Its erection had long been delayed owing to a variety of reasons, one of which was the difficulty in deter
mining as to its site. This, however, being got over, the new buildings have been erected in brick with 
stone dressings, with an elaborate and handsome stone portico. The court-house proper contains full 
accommodation for all the legal business likely to be transacted at Parramatta, and extensive ranges of 
police buddings are attached m the rear. These comprise general lock-up, Inspector and Sergeant’s 
quarters, barracks for constables, and a range of stabling for mounted troopers ; the whole forming, probably 
the most complete establishment of the kind in the Colony. The design, both externally and internally 
is based on less stereotyped lines than is usually the case, and may he considered successful

i. exPense has ,been incurred in the erection of a Court-house and extensive police
establishment at West Maitland, and m this case also the building was delayed until the site was finally 
settled upon. It is roomy and convenient, carefully designed, and has an imposing clock tower at the 
corner of the two public streets against which it stands. The lock-up and police buildings are very 
complete m all respects ; stabling has yet to be provided. J

■ ■ i "P1/ bT* at ^>arramatta has been considerably improved, much needed accommodation being
provided for the public, and better quarters for the Postmaster. °

. The expenditure at Rydalmere covers the erection of an extensive hospital, partly by the conversion 
of existing buildings, but principally by the erection of new ones. The buildings have been designed with 
all modern appliances in order to provide for the efficient working of this large establishment, 
c- u1!!3 n®w buildings erected for the Police Department are mainly represented by the following 
burry Hills, Broken Hill, Pernmount, Forbes,'Junee, Murrumburrah, Maclean, Rylstone, Singleton, Sofala, 
and lumut; those for the Postal Department, by Five Dock, Summer Hill, Mount Victoria, Minmi, and 
Kobertson Post Offices. > > ^

New offices have been erected for the Lands Department at Dnbbo, Hay, and East Maitland.
Ike works carried out for the Justice Department are mainly represented by the erection of the 

Houses at Greta, Katoomba, and Nowra, and the additions to the existing buildings at Parkes

,, ^ considerable expenditure has been incurred on buildings in progress hut not completed during
■Pro":lmeil-t amongst these is the Kenmore Hospital for the Insane, on which no less than 

. L do have been expended during the year, in accordance with the general scheme adopted in the first 
instance, and for which an annual vote is taken until such time as the accommodation meets the require
ments of the Inspector-General of Insane.

Amongst other buildings of an important character in course of erection during the year were the
following:—•

Year’s Expenditure. 
£ ' 

7,299 
4,684 
8,213 
8,258 
3,563 
2,489

Redfern Court House ... ... ... ...
Health Board Offices ............... ... ...
Art Gallery (additions to)... ... ... ... .
Government Printing Office (additions and alterations)
Royal Mint (additions to)... ... ... ...
The Treasury (additions to) ... *. ...

It is again my urgent duty to draw attention to the state of dilapidation into which a large 
number of country buildings have necessarily fallen, owing to the want of periodical attention. Since 1893 
the V ote tor repairs has been very seriously diminished, so much so as to he below the degree of efficiency. 
Hie V otes are not only lower m amount, but have been, to a considerable extent, owing to the annual increase 
in the business carried on m the several buildings, and to the latter becoming in many instances somewhat 
obsolete, absorbed m expenditure undertaken for improvements and additions, as distinct from repairs 
making the V ote itself still more inadequate. The average annual sum available since 1893 for this purpose' 
has been about £30,000, whereas it should be at least £50,000. If the latter sum were granted for four 
succeeding years, I believe it would be possible to place every building in a fair state of repair, and to 
arrange future periodical works according to a table, giving attention by rotation to all the buildings. 
e imr 1 am aWare that tlle Branch has been undeservedly criticised by other Departments for the delay in 
fulfilling requisitions for repairs and improvements, but when it is pointed out that no sooner is a year’s 
Vote available, than nearly the whole of it is at once ajipropriated for requisitions brought on from 
previous years, the reason of the delay as regards newer requisitions will be at once apparent.
, ,, . the year I was instructed to prepare preliminary sketches for an Exhibition proposed to be
field m 1899, and I accordingly prepared some for submission, applicable to the outer Domain as a site 
and at an estimated cost of about £183,000. The matter was brought under consideration, but for various 
important reasons it has been indefinitely postponed.
n-nn nbWaS *’urther instructed to prepare designs for a new House of Parliament at an estimated cost of 
£000 000, and to provide accommodation that would be suitable and ample for all future eventualities. I 
accordingly organised a staff of able assistants, and, with close personal attention, prepared plans and 
designs, including a plaster model of the design. These were subsequently brought before the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Public Works for investigation, but the labours of the Committee in this matter
were not completed by the end of the current year.

considerable part was taken by this Branch in the decoration and illumination of the Public 
buildings of Sydney, commemorative of the Jubilee of Her Majesty. '

A Schedule of the expenditure on the various buildings and services is hereto attached.
W. L. VERNON,

. . . . ' Government Architect.
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(X1II) . „
Eeturs of Expenditure on Public Works carried on by Government Architect from 1st July, 1896, to

30th June, 1897 

\\ ork, and where situated

SYDNEY
Audit Office
Attorney Geneial s Office 
Agriculture, Department of 
Admiral s Residence 
Art Gallery

Aigjle street Police Station
Botanic Gardens—Director s Residence

,, Refreshment Room, Ac

Belmore Police Barracks

Chancery Square Courts 

Custom House

Coroner’s Office
Clerk of the Peace Office /
Crown Law Office 
Central Police Court 
Centennial Park—Cycle Pavilion 

Fountains
Cottage, Latrines, &c 
Roadway 
Gate and Piers 

, _ Furniture
Colonial Secretary s Office

„ ,, Lifts
Darlinghurst Gaol

,, ,, Multitubular Boilei
,, Police Station
,, ,, Furniture
,, Couit house, Repairs, Alteration

Electric Light, &c
,, Receiving house

District Court 
Domain—Cottage, &c 
Exhibition Building (new)
Electoral Office 
Free Public Library

,, Lending Branch
Fisheries, Department of 
Governor Duff s Memonal—Kerbmg, &c 
Government House

,, Stonework
,, Heating apparatus hot houses
,, Saltwater Baths
,, Stables

Government Printing Office
,, Lifts

General Post Office
Government Statists Office 
Governor Phillip’s Statue—Foundations, Ac
George street North Police Station 
Garden Palace Giounds Shelter Pav ihon 
Health Board Office (Old)

,, (New)
Inspector General of Police Office 
Insolvency Court

,, Strong Room
Justice Department
Lands Office .

„ Lifts
,, Additions

Land Valuation Office 
Lunacy Department 
Labour Bureau 
Land Tax Office 
Mines Department
Museum

,, New Roof 
, Woikshops

Mint, Royal—Additions and Repairs
, Machineiy

Marine Board Office 
Master m Equity s Office 
Mihtaiy Offices 
Morgue, Circular Quay 

,, South Sjdney 
Martin Place Fencing 
Naval Dep6t 
Ormonde House 
Observatorj 
Ordnance Department
Public Woiks Department

” ”> Lifts
Public Instruction Department 
Parliamentary Buildings
Parliament, New Houses of 
Parliamentary Draftsman’s Office 
Public Works Committee Office 
Pharmacy Boaid Office

Whether Con 
structing or under 

Repair

Fund from 
which the 
Expense is 
defray ed W

he
n

Co
m

m
en

ce
d If Finished, 

actual amount 
of Expend! 

ture

If Unfinished 
amount of 

Expendituie 
to

30th June, 
1397

| £ s d £ s d

Amount 
expended fiom 

1st July, 
1896 to 

30th June, 
1897

Repairs, &c

Additions
Repairs, Ac
Additions, &c 
Repairs, Ac

Furniture
Repairs
Furniture
Additions
Repairs
Additions
Repairs, Ac

Erection 
Additions 
Repairs, Ac 
Construction 
Erection
Repairs, Ac

Erection, Ac 
Erection

Repairs, Ac

Incidental 
Repairs, Ac

Erection 
Repairs, Ac
Erection 
Repairs, Ac

Additions, Ac 
Repans, Ac

Construction, &c
Repairs, Ac 
Election 
Repairs, Ac.
Frection 
Repairs, Ac

Erection 
Repairs, Ac

Additions 
Furniture 
Repairs, Ac 
Furniture 
Repairs, Ac
Additions 
Repairs, Ac 
Erection
Additions, Ac
Erection, Ac 
Furniture

1 Con f
Con 
Rev

}
Loans 

Con 
Rev A 
Loans 

) Con f 
j Rev 1 
) Con ( 
y Rev A •l 
) Loans
Con Rev 
| Loans j 
Con Rev 
( Con •) 

■t Rev A > 
( Loans ) 
\ '

Con
Rev

( Con 
Rev A ■

( Loans
j- Loans 
Con Rev 
( Con 

•j Rev A > 
(. Loans ) 
Loans

A

Con
Rev

vLoans 
Con Rev 

and Loans 
Con Rev 
Con Rev 
and Loans 

\ Con y 
j Rev (. 
Con Rev 
and Loans 
Loans 
Con Rev 
Con Rev 
and Loans 

Loans
1 Con j 
| Rev |....

Con
Rev

V

Repans, Ac

Erection 
Repairs, Ac

Furniture 
Repairs, Ac 
Additions Ac 
Repairs, Ac

Attending to gas, Ac 
Erection 
Repairs, Ac

Loan 
Con Rev 
Loans 
Loan 
Con Rev 
and Loans 
Loan

f

Con
Rev

) Con J
j* Rev |
Loan

) Con. f
\ Rev |

1896

1895
1896

1895
1896
1895
1896

1895
1896

1895
1896

1895
1896
1893

1895
1896

1895
1896

71 17 6 
50 5 9 

1 17 10 
132 18 0 

0 19 4

444 o 7 
124 3 4

98 16 10 111 18 6 
1 11 2 

1,671 15 5 
42 15 1

2,209 18 10
27 3 7 
9 2 9 

100 9 3 
105 7 10 
566 15 3 
177 6 9 

39 2 8 
173 14 6 
121 1 8 
33 5 11 

104 7 9 
13 2 0

695 8 2

1,119 0 8 
5 15 4

690 3 9
0 5 10 
2 8 3 

48 18 9 
4 5 10

12 14 
109 19

5 10 
0 12

221 10 
658 9
113 17 
247 1 
204 14 

97 12
6 3

867 19 7

2 19 2 
57 11 2

1 13 5 
38 19 9

330 0 9 
281 0 9 
250 9 2 
382 10 3 
116 15 10 

3 8 
5 12 
3 3 

78 8 
210 2 
46 10 

362 10

2 0 
3 1 0 
6

1,277 6 10

5 11 
649 17 
45 1 

524 10 
108 15

7 2 
69 11 
0 14

1 15 
1 12 
1 4 

10 16 
12 16 
90 10 
10 14 10 
96 9 0 
37 0 4 
5 2 0

992 13 1

215 0 0

1,316 0 0

18,773 17 9

6,455 13 5 

265 0 0 

4,809 19 4

3 048 11 7 
3,563 10 5

£ s d £ s d
66 6 7 5 io n
30 6 11 19 18 10

1 17 10
114 12 4 18 5 8

0 19 4
8,213 2 2

2 0 0
444 5 7

86 2 7 38 0 9

128 4 8
98 16 10

108 1 0 3 17 6

l,o44 12 11 1 11 2
42 9 7 0 5 6

1,461 2 10
27 3 7
9 2 9
0 18 7 99 10 8

93 12 7 11 15 3
482 15 3

39 2 8
173 14 6
121 1 8

33 5 11
38 3 6 66 4 3
13 2 6

680 9 1 14 19 1

215 0 0
53 0 8

5 15 4

690 3 9
0 5 10
1 13 6 0 14 9

30 3 9 18 15 0
4 5 10
S 12 7 4 2 0

102 7 5 7 12 0
5 0 0 0 10 0
0 8 7 0 4 0

221 10 9
324 8 5 334 1 3

1,316 0 0
113 17 3
247 1 6
183 14 1 21 0 4
86 6 4 11 6 0

6 3 9
8,258 18 7

712 18 8 6o 0 11

3 3 10 25 17 5
473 12 2

2 19 2
265 0 0

0 13 2 56 18 0

4,684 19 6
1 13 6

32 19 9 6 0 0

330 0 9
69 9 8 211 11 1

220 12 0 29 17 2
382 10 3
116 lo 10

3 8 3
0 11 4 5 0 10

3 3 0
6 4 9 72 3 6

73 19 9 136 2 4
46 10 0

362 10 6
642 6 10

3 048 11 7
3 563 10 5

200 0 0
1 15 0
1 12 4

1 4 0
10 16 7
10 11 8 2 o 0
90 10 0
10 14 10
96 9 0
37 0 4

5 2 0
696 10 0 296 3 1

5 11 3
649 17 1

4o 1 6
391 6 6 133 3 11
108 15 5
297 12 3

7 2 3 V,
69 1 4 0 10 0

0 14 3
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Ketttbit of Expendituee on Public Works, &c.—continued.

Work, and where situated.
Whether Con

structing or under 
Repair.

Fund from 
which the 
Expense is 
defrayed. W

he
n

Co
m

m
en

ce
d.

If Finished, 
ictual amount 
of Expendi

ture.

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure 
to

30th June, 
1897.

Amount 
expended from 

1st July, 
1895, to

30th June, 
1897.

Furniture.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d £ s. d.
1896 157 3 2 59 10 5 97 12 9

0 15 0 0 5 0 0 10 0,, 28 17 9 28 17 9,, 1 10 0 1 10 0, 76 3 6 75 13 6 0 10 0, 1 11 8 1 11 8
39 6 G 22 19 0 16 7 6

,, 663 14 6 193 0 5 470 14 1
1894 13,244 19 2 1,948 19 9
1896 2 0 9 2 0 9

10 0 4 10 0 4
25 0 0 24 10 0 0 10 0
4 0 1 4 0 1

1896 1,397 6 4 1,397 6 4
„ 287 4 6 287 4 6
,, 106 10 11 57 5 10 49 5 1

1895 2,642 5 3 2,489 7 6
1896 28 4 0 28 4 0, 16 15 *6 15 17 6 0 18 0

» 135 15 0 135 15 0

n 11 3 11 11 3 11
91 12 0 91 12 0

, 9 12 6 9 12 6
,, 352 8 0 352 8 0
,, 855 9 4 851 4 9 4 4 7

17 9 0 17 D 0
76 11 4 76 11 4
21 11 10 1 15 3 19 16 7

» 0 7 0 0 7 0
27 14 0 27 14 0

125 3 0 125 3 0
11 10 0 11 10 0
22 9 0 22 9 0,, 263 2 5 241 7 5 21 15 0

» 162 18 8 146 18 8 10 0 0
82 6 1 82 6 1

1895 3,225 1 3 1,609 8 3
1896 80 14 3 ............. - 80 14 3

5 10 0 5 10 0
„ 500 0 0 500 0 0

3 0 0 3 0 0

„ 151 19 8 151 19 8
, 1895 1,009 14 2 429 14 2
' 1896 23 12 3 23 12 3

1895 238 7 10 23 7 10
1896 584 7 11 584 7 11

8 11 6 8 11 G
41 0 0 41 0 0

7 10 0 7 10 0
» 384 C 4 3S4 G 4

,, 41 19 6 41 19 G
72 10 0 72 10 0

116 1 6 116' 1 6
s

22 1 3 11 12 9 10 8 6
81 14 10 81 14 10

» 1,041 7 9 1,041 7 9

,, 55 9 0 55 9 0
39 17 6 39 17 6

5 10 2 4 6 4 1 3 10
0 7 7 0 7 7

„ 1,900 0 0 1,900 0 0

1 ” 789 2 11 778 5 5 10 17 6
* 1895 13,985 9 5 4,887 16 3

1896 7 4 1 7 4 1
» 101 6 7 l6i 6 7

* 1895 1,179 10 0 569 10 0
1896 260 10 2 260 10 2

602 6 2 602 6 •2
57 15 10 50 5 10 7 10 0
3 12 2 3 12 2

17 16 10 9 18 6 7 18 4
203 16 10 45 1 7

.» 125 0 0 125 0 0
176 3 11 168 2 1J 8 1 0! n 00 0 0 50 0 0

1 » 418 9 1 418 9 1

t •> 175 0 0 175 0 0

SYDNEY—continued. 
Public Service Board Office . .
Prisons Department ...
Patents Office ..................
Registrar of Friendly Societies . 
Registrar-General’s Department . 
Railway Department . ... .
Richmond Terrace .. .. ..
Supreme Court . .. . .

Stamp Office .. ........................
Sheriffs Office . ...............................
Stores Department . . .....................
“ Sobraon,” N.S. Ship ............... .
Sydney Hospital, South Wing, &c. ..

,, ,, Pathological Department
Treasury . .....................

Tramway Construction Branch 
University ...............................

Water Police Court .

SUBURBS.
Annandale.

Post and Telegraph Office . 
Arncliffe.

Post and Telegraph Office . 
Biloela.

Gaol...............................
Burwood.

Post and Telegraph Office 
Balmain.

Post and Telegraph Office
Court-house .....................................
Town Hall.........................................

Botany.
Lock-up ..........................................

Brush Farm Reformatory.
Tanks ............................................

Brush Farm Reformatory ...........................
Cockatoo Island.

Wall, “ Sobraon ” Recreation Ground
Coast Hospital............................................................

Leper Lazaret ... .
Callan Park.

Hospital for Insane............................

Camperdown.
Post and Telegraph Office . 

Drummo^ne
Post and Telegraph Office . 

Enmore.
Post and Telegraph Office . 

Edgecliffe (Woollahra).
Post and Telegraph Office . 

Fivedock.
Post and Telegraph Office .

Gladesvillk ”

Hospital for Insane .. ..
Glebe Point.

Post and Telegraph Office.
Court-house ...” ..

Goat Island Buildings............
Kogaraii.

Post and Telegraph Office . 
Leichhardt.

Post and Telegraph Office . 
Marrickville.

Post and Telegraph Office
Lock-up..............

Newington.
Asylum ...................

,, (new Ward) . . 
North Sydney.

Post and Telegraph Office
Court-house ....................

Newtown.
Court-house ................
Police Station ..........

Petersham.
Post and Telegraph Office 

Parramatta.
Gaol ..........................
Court-house

Post and Telegraph Office __ . .
Hospital for Insane ... ..........
Benevolent Asylum (George-street) ..

,, (Macquarie-street)
North Post and Telegraph Office .. .
Old Court-house . 

Rookwood.
Benevolent Asylum .

Repairs, &c. 
Furniture . 
Repairs, &c..

Additions, &c. 
Repairs, &c. .
Furniture . 
Repans, &c. .
Erection .

Repairs, &c. . .
Additions..........
Repairs, &c.
Lighting lamps, 
Repairs, &c. .
Additions ..

Repairs, &c............
Purchase of land . 
Repairs & additions 
Repairs, &c...........

Alterations
Erection, &c. 
Repairs, &c. ..
Repairs . 
Repairs, &c..

i
Additions, &c.. 
Furniture ... . 
Alterations . . 
Cost of land . , 
Repairs, &c. ..,

Erection__
Furniture ..
Additions .. 
Repairs, &c..

Cost of land 
Repairs, &c. 
Additions ...

Repairs .. 
Repairs, &c.

Repairs . 
Additions
Repairs, &c.

Repairs

Randm ick.
Post and Telegraph Office

Erection .
Repairs, &c. ...
Erection and land
Repairs ...........
Furniture ........
Additions.......
Repairs .. 
Additions . .
Repairs, &c.

Land ...............
Repairs
Repairs, &c. . 
Additions 
Irrigation .
Erection . ..

Con.
Rev.

) Loan 
]■ Con.
) Rev 
Loan .
\ Con. _f 

* Rev. i

) Con. f 
I Rev. ( 
Loan .

Con.
Rev.

^ Con.
\ Rev. < 
; & Loan ( 
Loan

Con. Rev. 
and Loan.

Con. Rev. 
and Loan. 

Con. 
Rev.

) Con. j 
\ Rev. I
Loan

Con.
Rev.

Con. Rev. 
and Loan.

Con. ( 
Rev. ’)

Loan

{ Con. 
{ Rev.

Loan ., 
^ Con.
) Rev.
Loan. .

( Con. j 
j Rev. j 
Con. Rev.
and Loan 

Con. Rev. 
Loan .
Loan and

Con.
Rev.

Loan .
Loan and 

Con. Re^ 
Loan . .
Con. Rev. 
Loan and 

Con. Rev 
Loan 
Con. Rev 
Loan .

I 
)
Loan..

Con.
Rev.

f Con. 1 
} Kev. - 
Loan 
Con. Rev
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Rettten op Expendituee on Public Works, &c.—continued.

Work, and where situated
Whether Con* 

structing or under 
Repair

Fund from 
which the 
Expense is 
defrayed

•u
gS 

■c a^1oO

If Finished, 
actual amount 

of Expendi 
ture

SUBURBS—continued
R^df

Court house, &c Additions Loan and 1896
Rockdale Con Rev

Post and Telegraph Office ,, Con Rev ,,

Rozelle
Post and Telegraph Office Fencing i ( ..

Redfern > Loan <
Court house Erection j ( 1895
Post and Telegraph Ofifice Repairs Con Rev 1896

Rydalmer?
Hospital for Insane Erection and addi Loan and 1895

tions Con Rei
>> »j * Repairs i ( 1896

Furniture u
South Head (S\d\m)

Shaftesbui y Refoi matory . Repairs i Kev i ,,

Macquane Lighthouse Furniture j ,,
Surry Hills

Lock up Erection Loan 189o
Repairs, &c Con Rev 1896

Simmfr Hill and Loan
Post and Telegraph Office Land 'i r jj

Stanmore i i
Police Station Diamage y Loan •{ j,

St Pfters i i
Post and Telegiaph Office Addition j l ,,

WAt ERLEY
Post and Telegiaph Office Stove Con Rev ,,
Police Station Repairs Loan and ,,

Woolloomooloo Con Rev
Police Station ” Con Re\ »

COL Is TRY
Alblry

Post and Telegraph Office ,, >>
Gaol
Police Station

IncidentalClerk of Works Office
Armidalf

Post and Telegraph Office Repairs
Gaol ,,
Court house Repans and altera- I can and

tion-a Con Rev
Lock up Repans, &c Con Rev
Police Station and Quaiters Repairs and addi Loan and

tions Con Re\
Furmtuie

Cleik of VVorKS Office Incidental t Con J
Adelong f Rev >

Post and Telegraph Office Repairs ) (
Araluen

Post and Telegraph Office Additions l
Anglfdool, New

Post and Telegiaph Office Land
1

Adamstow X
Post and Telegraph Office Additions 1 I

>> Furniture V
Alectowx

Police Station Stove Con Rev
Aberdeen

Police Buildings Repans, &c Loan and
Con Rev

Com t house Furniture Con Rev
Bathurst

Gaol Repairs, &c Loan and
Con Rev

Furniture Con Rev
Post and Telegraph Office Repairs Loan
Court house Loan and

Con Rev
Cleik of Works Office Incidental Con Rev
Lock up Repairs Loan
Police Station Loan and

Bourke Con Rev
Gaol l Con J
Court house Furniture j Rev \

Broken Hill
Gaol Additions Con Rev 1895

and Loan
Repairs, <5Lc Con Rev 1896

Post and Telegraph Office Additions Loan and
Con Rev

Court house Repairs, &c
LoansPolice Barracks Erection 1895

Clerk of Woik* Office Incidental 1896
Bombala

Court house Repairs, &c
Post and Telegiaph Office Additions Loan jj

Gaol Furniture jj

Braidwood
Court house jj

Police Station Additions Loan and u
Con Re\

Lock up Gaol Repans, &,c Con Rev ,,

Bogg^bri
Court hou'se }J Lo"n and 1S9d

Con Rev
Furniture 1896

Berrima
Gaol Repairs i Eo' ( ,,

B\lran \ld
Court house Loan ..

Bingara
Post and Telegraph Office Additions Con Rev 189o

and LoanJ} Furniture ) Con J 1896
Comt house Repans, Ac j Rev \

Brewarrin V
Post and Telegiaph Office Additions, &c I can and

Bega
Lock up Gaol Repairs, &c Con Rev ”

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure 
to

30th June, 
1897

Amount 
expended from 

1st Julj, 
1896, to 30th 
June, 1897

£ s d 
4 15 0 

40 6 6
14 10 0

10 0 0 

7,480 9 9

135 19 8
19 0 0 
2 14 2

3,045 17 1
15 13 9

720 0 0
37 19 1

2 6 0

8 10 0 
2 8 3

3 15 0 
109 5 5 
32 10 3 
2 18 5
10 0 

21 6 9 
40 11 6
10 0 0

9 3 4 
10 2 7
10 0 0

69 10 0 
1 15 0
6 0 11

12 Id 0

26 3 9
976 2 0

10 12 4
74 2 6
2 3 6 

36 11 0 
11 14 10
14 1 11 

2 12 11

943 17 8
35 8 9 
69 7 6
10 6 9 

2,704 0 0 
1 2 10

3 6 3 
171 19 2

1 10 1

16 6 
44 5 0
20 10 6

105 8 4
7 9 7

102 16 1
10 0

382 19 0
0 19 6 

Id 2 9

i 0 8

£ s d

7,305 lo 6

43 5 0

57 2 6

£ s d
4 15 0

40 6 6
14 10 0

7,299 9 6 
10 0 0

3,446 0 0
43 5 0

47 3 2 
4 18 9

720 0 0
37 19 1

2 6 0

8 10 0 
2 8 3

3 15 0 
104 8 5 
32 10 3 

2 18 5
10 0 

19 11 0 
40 11 6
10 0 0 

128-15 4

16 2 7 
10 0 0 

57 2 6 
45 0 0 
69 10 0

6 0 11 

12 15 0

976 2 0

69 16 6 
74 2 6

36 U 0 
2 19 9

547 19 1
28 15 0 
69 7 6

8 14 11 
1,899 a 0 

0 14 1

3 6 
171 19

44 5 0 
15 14 3 
52 10 0

102 16 1 
10 0 
5 0 0

0 10 0 

179 0 0

£ s d

135 19 8 

2 14 2

10 lo 0

4 17 0

1 Id 0

26 3 9

10 12 4

8 15 1

2 12 11

6 13 9

1 11 10

0 8 9

1 10 1 

16 6
4 16 3

7 9 7

0 19 6 
14 12 9
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Rettjbn or Expendituee on Public Woeks, &c.—continued,.

Woik, and wheie situated
Whether Con 

structing or undei 
Repair

Fund from 
i\hich the 
Expense is 
defraj ed W

he
n

Co
m

m
en

ce
d

If Finished, 
actual amoun 

of Expendi 
tuie

If Unfinished 
amount of 

b Expenditure 
to

30th June, 
1897

Amount 
expended frou 

1st July, 
1896 to 30th 
June, 1897

Furniture

COUNTRY—continued £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d
Ballina

Court house Repairs, &c Con Re\ 1896 11 7 6 11 7 6
Police Station Stoie Loan 4 17 6 4 17 6

Bowral
Court house Additions, &c Loan and 79 lo 3 64 10 0 15 5 3

Barraba Con Rev
Police Station Furniture, &c Con Res 5 15 6 0 15 0 5 0 6
Court house

Fencing Loan ,, 57 5 0 57 5 0
Repairs, &c Con Rev jj 10 4 7 2 5 0 7 19 7

Blrrowa
Police Station Loan 3 10 0 3 10 0

Bulli
Post and Telegraph Office Legal charges Con Res Sj 16 3 16 3

Bipon Bay
Post and Telegraph Office Erection Loan u 125 12 7 125 12 7

Berry
Court house Fencing Con Rev 51 9 9 51 9 9
Post and Telegiaph Office ftepan s / 13 12 6 13 12 6

Batfman s Bay
Post and Telegraph Office Additions jj 109 14 0 109 14 0

Bongendore
Post and Telegraph Office Erection 189o 562 18 0 262 18 0

Buckley s Crossilg '-Loan
Court an-1 Watch house Additions 1896 516 17 6 516 17 6

Blrraga
Police Station Repairs 43 0 0 43 0 0

Boqgabilla
Court and Watch house Erection V 1895 545 15 8 230 5 8

j> >> Repairs 1896 4 10 0 4 10 0
Bows A |

Police Station 6 2 0 6 2 0
Bfndpmeer

Court house 0 16 1 0 16 1
Booligal

J
Police Station Addition 8 5 0 8 5 0
Post and Telegraph Office Loan 305 18 1 303 9 9 2 8 4

Bfrridalf
Police Station » Con Rei 33 0 0 33 0 0

Black\ ille
Police Station Sto\e Loan j, 5 lo 2 5 15 2

Bl LLI\GE\
Court house Additions Loan anc 1895 518 8 0 93 S 0

Con Rev
Lock up , Loan 1896 7 0 0 7 0 0

Buimedmak
Couit house Erection Con Rev 1895 4S7*8 6 291 8 6
Police Buildings Fencing and gale Loan 1896 27 0 6 27 0 6

Byerock
Post and Telegraph Office Repans Con Rev jj 11 10 0 11 10 0

Barrtngln
Post and Telegraph Office Land Loan and oO 2 3 50 2 3

Biadarra Con Rev
Court house Repairs Con Res j 8 10 0 8 10 0
Post and Telegraph Office Loan jj 38 0 0 38 0 0

Brokj-n Bay
Custom house Fencing Con Rev S3 1 6 83 1 6

Branxton
Police Station Repairs Loan 99 0 0 99 0 0
Court house ,, } 59 0 0 59 0 0

C A.MPBELLT0VA
Couit house Furniture ( j 1 18 1 1 18 1
State Nurserj Additions 1 Con 1 j 100 0 0 ICO 0 0

COONAMBLE r Rev )
Lock up Gaol Repairs ) ( 2 0 0 2 0 0
Police Station Laying on watei Loan jj 10 1 8 10 1 8

Corowa
Police quarters Stole Loan and S 8 4 8 8 4

Con Rev
Custom Housi Repairs,r&c Con Rev 50 13 8 50 13 8

Cooma
Court house Loan and jj 0 15 2 0 5 0 0 10 2

Con Res
Police Station . Loan jj 150 10 0 150 10 0
Lands Office Con Res 2 0 0 2 0 0
Post and Telegraph Office j, Loan jj 36G 0 0 366 0 0
Gaol f 0 12 2 0 12 2

Clarence Toysn iLock up , Con 1 4 18 6 4 18 6
Camden r Ke\ 1

Court house
Kerbing road\ ay

[ | jj 0 12 6 0 12
Police Station j 12 9 0 12 9 0

COOTAMUNDRA
Post and Telegraph Office Repairs Loan jj 65 0 0 65 0 0
Lock up Gaol Alterations, &c \ r 138 2 9 138 2 9

COONABARABRAN 1
Court and Watch house Repairs, &c 22 14 3 5 0 0 17 14 3
Post and Telegraph Office

Additions
Con 52 14 4 52 14 4

Lock up Gaol Rev ^ 1895 239 0 0 217 0 0
Fuimtuie i 1896 0 9 6 0 9 6

Casino
Police Station Tank 5 0 0 5 0 0
Post and Telegraph Office Repairs \ T n ,, 21 9 6 21 9 6
Lock up Gaol ; •LvAii jj 20 0 0 20 0 0

Cobar
Court house Res 189o 75 0 0
Police Station }> Loan 63 12 6 63 12 6
Lock up Gaol ,, i Con jj 10 0 0 10 0 0
Post and Telegraph Office ; Res » 60 0 0 60 0 0
Gaol Loan 34 5 0 34 5 0 .
Lands Office , Con Rev jj 4 13 0 4 13 0

Carr ytiiool
Post and Telegraph Office Fencing Loan 1896 8 0 0 8 0 0
Court house Repairs N c 42 0 0 42 0 0
Post and Telegraph Office , 2 0 0 2 0 0

Carrolt
Police Station Con 17 9 17 9

Cal Lal ( Rev ^
Police Station _ Pump 7 10 0 # 7 10 0 ,

COPFLAND
Court house Repairs > < ” 63 0 0 • 63 0 0
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Betubn op Ekpenditube o_\t Public Wouks, &c — continued.

If Unfinished, Amount
Fund from - o If Finished, amount of expended from

Woik, and where situated structing or under 
Repan

which the 
Expense is 
defrayed ?!

actual amount 
of Expendi 

ture
Expenditure

to
30th June,

1st Julj, 
1896, to 

30th June,
Furmtuie

o 1897 1897

COUNTRY—conh;«tec? £ s d £ s d £ 8 d £ 3 1COR \KT
Police Station Tank Loan 1896 8 15 0 8 15 0COPM WHURST
Police Station Repaid, &c 7 Con 

| Rev
r 6 11 8 6 11 8Croorwell

Police Buildings Furniture i 2 16 11 2 16 11Court house Repairs I ” 2 15 0 2 15 0Cooloov (Tweed Heads) > Loan <Police Buildings Election ) 1 ISO1) 767 16 6 221 10 0Candflo
Post and Telegraph Offi'' e Additions, &c \ r 1896 340 6 10 337 0 6 3 6 4

Cargo
Police Station

Camden Hama
Stable i Con

1 Rev
i

•<
i

■ 107 0 0 107 0 0
Couit house Furmtuie j .. 6 4 5 6 4 5Cooiawon
Post and Telegiaph Office Election Loan j 502 0 0 502 0 0Ce«snock
Court house Repairs ) Con 

j Rev
( 34 10 0 34 10 0

Cobargo
(Post and Telegiaph Office 59 3 0 5D 3 0Ciiatswortii Island

Police Station Addition Loan 5 15 0 5 15 0
Police Barracks Land Loan and 3d2 10 0 352 10 0Demliquiv Con Rev
Police Station Furniture 1 Con ( 4 14 0 4 14 0
Gaol Repairs ) Rev 1895 13d 16 6 52 9 7

Additions Loan 1896 259 19 0 2q9 19 0
Court house

Furniture ) Con ( 1 7 1 1 7 1
Repairs, &c I Rev 16 7 4 5 0 0 11 7 4j» jj Alterations, &c Loan 78 7 6 78 7 6Dubbo

Gaol Repans Con Rev 30 5 L0 30 5 10
,, Cooking Plant V r ,, 177 11 6 177 11 6
,, Additions | Loan, & 1 1895 1,008 11 6 200 0 0

Court house Repairs ■{ Con < 1896 3 13 0 3 13 0
Police Station Furmtuie | Rev i

189o
1 4 0 1 4 0

Lands Office Election >
\

v 3 573 1° 11 192 10 10
Furniture 1896 18o 8 6 185 8 6

Dlngog ( Con J
Post and Telegraph Office Repairs f Rev 1 J} 5 0 0 5 0 0
Court house and Lock up Alteiations j { 23 0 0 23 0 0

Dr\ke
Court-house and Lock up Election Loan, and 1895 976 15 3 379 10 3

Daysdale Con Rev
Police Station Loan 1896 8S9 9 7 839 9 7

Datiesn ille
Police Buildings Loan, and .. 3d6 6 0 3)6 0 0

Emma\ ille Con Rev
Couit house . Repans Loan, and ,, 55 14 0 55 14 0

Con Rev
Post and Telegraph Office j, ) Con s 28 12 0 28 12 0
Police Station j Rev l j, 8 1 4 8 1 4

Eustov
Post and Telegiaph Office Loan 6 0 0 6 0 0

Eugonia
Police Buildings Tank Con Rev 5 5 0 5 5 0

Enngonia
Post and Telegraph Office Additions, &c Loan jj 29 7 1 23 0 0 6 7 1

Eugowra
Police Buildings Repairs c „ 1‘ 13 9 1 13 9

Euabaloi^g j Rev ■jPolice Station t 3 11 4 3 11 4
Forbes

Court house Repairs, &c Con Rev j 3 3 4 1 8 6 1 14 10
Police Station Loan jj 142 9 6 142 9 6
Post and Telegraph Office Alteiations ■) Con 1895 494 7 6 344 7 6
Gaol Repairs, j Rev 1896 13 3 1 13 0 7 0 2 6

Fencing (Loan & 
\ Con \ 140 13 10 140 13 10

,, Additions j ,, 61 5 0 61 5 0
Survev Office Furniture Con Rev n 0 11 2 0 11 2
Poll e Barracks Erection Loan 1,549 8 0 1,549 8 0

Foster
Police Station Repan s Con Rev .. 87 10 0 87 10 0

Fernmount
Police Buildings

Gosford
Court house and Police Buildings

Erection Loan » 1,454 14 7 683 18 11
Repairs Loan 48 1 0 48 1 0

Gollburn
Gaol ... Repairs, Ac ) Loan & c j} 333 14 3 333 14 3
Court house ]■ Con •j jj 4 19 6 4 19 6
Post and Telegraph Office ) Rev l 1 1 0 0 13 6 0 7 6
Police Barracks Loan 7 0 0 7 0 0
Clerk of Works Office Incidental 2 6 6 2 6 6
Land and Survey Office Repairs, &c 1 ,, 89 15 0 89 Id 0

jj jj Furniture t Rev 0 13 2 0 13 2
Grafton iGaol Repairs, Ac ) V 9 13 2 9 13 2

Post and Telegraph Office Loan 80 8 6 80 8 6
Police Barracks Con Rev jj 10 12 5 10 12 5

,, Pump j Loan ( ,, 3 2 0 3 2 0
,, 1 encing ,, 69 3 0 69 3 0

Lock up Addition v 6 4 6 6 4 6
Lands Office, &c Alteiations Ac ! Con 

f Rev
89 1 9 76 15 4 12 6 5

Clerk of Works Office
Gundagai

Incidental *v
1 ” 5 0 11 5 0 11

Court house Repairs J V 22 6 0 22 6 0
Police Station, &c Addition Loan jj 6 13 0 6 13 0

Gunnedah
Post and Telegraph Office Alteiations ( Loan & > 62 15 0 62 15 0
Court house Repairs, &c Con j 62 18 6 62 18 6Lock up Gaol ( Rev J jj 6 11 10 6 11 10

Glen Innes
Post and Telegiaph Office
Lock up and Police Station

Erection Loan 1895 2,661 9 6 1,292 15 3
Furniture Con Rev 1896 0 6 6 0 6 6
Tanks Loan 7 15 0 7 15 0

Gaol Addition 7 Con
J Rev

( 10 15 3 10 15 3
Grenfell

Court house Furniture ( jj 2 12 2 2 12 2
Lock up . Pump Loan j} 2 8 0 2 8 0
Post and Telegraph Office Addition Con Rev ” 63 18 6 63 18 6
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Eetueit of Expenoifueb on Public Woeks, &c.—continued.

'O If Unfinished, Amount
!und from a § If Finished, amount of expended from

Work, and where situated structing or under 
Repair

Mhich the 
Expense is

actual amount 
of Expendi

Expendituie
to

1st July,
1896 to

deflated ; * s ture 30th Tune, 30th June,
6 1897 1897

COUNTRY —continued £ s d £ s d £ s d
RETA ( Loan & N

Court house Erection J Con } 
L Rev ;

1896 1,221 14 3 248 14 3

Furniture Con Rev lo 4 1
Gu\ra

Police Station Additions ( 101 15 0 101 15 0
Gresford l

Police Station Repans 3 0 0 3 0 0
GtTNDAROO RevPolice Station ,, J V. 58 11 0 58 11 0
Gladstone

Court house Loan 8 10 0 8 10 0
Glolcfster

Police Buildings and Lock up Erection Loan and 472 1 8 472 1 8
Grong Grong Con Rev

Police Station Additions ( 23 8 0 23 8 0
Gongodgon

Police Station Tank u 11 10 0 11 10 0
Gilguwu

Police Station
Hay

Post and Telegraph Office

Furniture

Repairs, &c
V- Con - 

Rev
- 39 15 1

10 0 6 10 0 6
Court-house Furniture n 20 19 3
Police Banacks Repairs .. 0 15 9 0 15 9
Gaol j jj 21 11 10 21 11 10
Land and Survey Office Erection Loan 1895 2,8o9 11 3 1,358 17 0

Hamilton
Post and Telegraph Office Repans Loan and 1896 62 15 0 62 15 0

Hill End Con Rev
Post and Telegraph Office Loan ,j 190 16 0 190 16 0

Hillstov
Police Station Loan and 1895 339 3 0 51 3 0

Con Rev
Coui t house Furniture 1896 1 18 10
Gaol Repairs, &c ( Con J j 2 16 10 2 16 10

Howlong i Re' i
Court house Furniture » 11 2 7

Harden
Police Station Repairs ■) f jj 50 15 3 50 15 3

Hinton *
Police Buildings ) l jj a o o 51 0 0

Hillgrove
Police Station and Quaiters ,, ,, 5 7 10 5 7 10
Court house ,, [ Rev ,, 4 0 0 4 0 0
Post and Telegraph Office » 9 14 8 9 14 8

Hlmt la
Police Station Erection ) c 329 IS 10 329 18 10

Imfrell
Post and Telegraph Office Repans i ( ,, 75 0 0 7> 0 0
Court house ,, Con Rev ,, 20 0 0 20 0 0
Police Barracks J} ) ( j. 3 18 6 3 18 6

I\ ANIIOK >■ Loan <
Post and Telegraph Office Land ) ( „ 16 0 0 16 0 0

Jerilderie
Lock up Gaol Repairs r Loan & ) 5 5 3 5 5 3
Couit house C Kev j 

) Con f
i R- 1

,, 7 6 7 5 14 3
Police Station .

Junee
Court house

Furniture

Repans

0 2 6

2 10 0 2 10 0
Police Station Erection Loan jj l,o21 2 5 1,521 2 5

JlNDABYNE
Court house Furniture Con Rev jj 2 19 10

JlNDERA
Police Buildings Erection Loan 1895 923 0 8 3o5 0 8

Jenolan Ca\es
Accommodation House . Loan and 1896 1^18 7 9 1,518 7 9

Kiama Con Rev
Post and Telegranh Furniture jj 2 8 0

Kempsey ( Con )
Post and Telegraph Office Repairs f Rev ) ,, 0 5 0 0 5 0
Police Station Tank ) t jj 2 19 6 2 19 6

Kemisey, West
Lock up Sto\e Loan anc j. 5 2 6 5 2 6

Con Rev
Court house Erection Loan j. 1,255 9 8 l,2o5 9 8

Katoomba
Court house

Repairs, &c

( Loan &
■< Con 
( Rev

l 1895 2,350 10 3 130 19 5

Kenmore
f 1896 21 10 3 15 19 6

Hospital for Insane Erection | Loan i 1894 86 895 8 4 44,986 0 4
Furniture ! 1895 2,045 2 8

l Con C 1896 18 5 0
„ >, » J Rev ( 54 6 4

Ln erpool
Benevolent Asylum Repairs, &c Con Rev ,, 322 13 0 315 19 2
Post and Telegraph Office ,, ] Loan f ,, 148 12 8 148 12 8

Lismore
Court house Additions j ( ,j lo2 0 0 152 0 0
Police Station Furniture Con Rev jj 10 6
Police Buildings Erection Loan and 2,040 18 0 2,040 1 8 0

Lambton Con Rev
Police Bai racks Incidental > Con f jj 0 7 6 0 7 6
Couit and Watch House Furmtuie 1 Ee% t 11 17 1
Post and Telegiaph Office Repairs 1 I ,, 39 10 1 39 10 1
Police Station fencing >-Loan )» 29 0 0 29 0 0

Lawrence
Post and Telegraph Office Erection 1895 4 12 9 224 12 9

Lithgow
Post and Telegraph Office Incidental V ( 1896 10 0 10 0

Lord Howe Island ConMagistrate s Office Repairs, &c ,, 52 2 7 3 7 3
Locm\ ar

Police Station 1 ,, 10 10 0 10 10 0
Maitland 1 I

Gaol Repairs, &c ) V ,, 435 12 3 435 12 3

Clerk of Works
Additions Loan 1894 2,542 14 0 360 2 1
Incidental Con Rev 1896 0 16 0 16

Furmtuie

£ s d

15 4 1

39 15 1

20 19 3

1 18 10 

11 2 7

1 12 4 
0 2 6

2 19 10

2 8 0

5 10 9

2,045 2 8 
18 5 0 
54 6 4

6 13 10

10 6

11 17 1

48 15 4

14—1
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Retukn of Expendituee on Public Woeks, &c.—continued.

Work and wheie situated.
Whether Con 

structing or under 
Repair

Fund from 
which the 
Expense is 
defray ed W

he
n

Co
m

m
en

ce
d

If Finished, 
actual amount 

of Expendi 
ture

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expendituie 
to

30th June, 
1897

Amount 
expended fiom 

1st July, 
1896, to 

30th June, 
189/

Furmtuie

COL) NTRY—continued £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d
JlAnEAM) East

Court house Repairs, &,c Loan and 1896 36 0 1 30 14 6 5 5 7
Con Re\

Post and Telegiaph Office - Con Rei ,, 5 0 0 5 0 0
Police Station t Loan ,, 223 9 11 223 9 11
Lands and Smvey Office Erection Loan and 189o 4,750 18 10 2,942 18 10

Con Rev
>> j Furniture Con Rev 1896 11 9 4 11 9 4

Maitland West
Couit house Erection ■) Loan ( 1894 12,157 12 2 4,211 9 0

Fui mtme & Con 1896 279 13 1 279 13 1
Post and Telegraph Office Additions j Re\ ( 189o 89 8 0 19 8 0

Mldgle
Gaol . Additions Loan 1896 1,174 2 6 1,174 2 6

Repans, &c > Con { 16 16 11 10 13 3 6 3 8
Court house Alterations S Rei ( , 110 0 0 ♦ 5 0 0
Lock up Pump Loan » 1 11 6 1 11 6

Moref
Court house Repans ) Con f .. 20 12 10 20 12 10
Police Station 1 Rei 1 ,, 12 3 7 12 3 7
Post and Tel ’gi aph Office Erection Loan and 1895 1,589 9 0 847 13 5

Con Rev
>> »> Fencing Loan 1896 160 0 0 160 0 0

Furniture 'i t ,, 2 7 8 2 7 8
Gaol Repairs 8 0 5 8 0 5
Lands Office . Repairs, &c ! Hnn 1 ,, 16 12 8 6 9 2 10 3 6

MUSW FI LBROOk
Couit house Furniture ,, 1 IS 2 1 18 2
Police Station, be Additions

1 ,, 22 10 0 22 10 0
Post and Telegraph Office Repans J V » 5 0 0 5 0 0

Milpapinka
Couit house Erection Loan 1895 1,048 0 0 924 0 O

Furniture . "i r 1S9G 78 17 8 78 17 8
Moss \alf

Post and Telegraph Office Kerbing roaduaj ,, 30 5 6 30 5 6
Furniture

1895
0 9 4 0 9 4

Court house Repairs J l 46 12 6

MORRL HBLRRAir
Police Buildings . . Erection Loan 1896 1,003 1 0 1,003 1 0
Post and Telegiaph Office Addition Loan and ,, 52 10 0 52 10 0

Con Rei
Lock up Election Loan 3SS 6 1 215 IS 11

Memndik
Post and Telegraph Office Repairs, &c Loan and ,, 279 14 0 279 14 0

Merriw a Con Rev
Post and Telegraph Office 1895 57 3 6 32 3 G
Couit and Watch house 1896 5 0 0 5 0 0
Police Buildings » >* 34 3 6 34 3 6

Morpftii
Post and Telegraph Office Loan ,, 101 19 8 96 0 0 5 19 8
Couit house Loan and 130 19 6 130 19 6

Con Rev
Police Barracks j, Loan j j 85 0 0 85 0 0

Murpurundi
Court house Loan and 33 3 0 27 13 0 5 10 0

Con Rev
Police Station Addition 'i f 5 10 7 5 10 7

Mcliv i Con 1
Couit house Fuimtuie y Re^ < ,, 6 2 G G 2 G

Mo AM A 1 1
Post and Telegraph Office Additions J l ,, 107 0 0 107 0 0

Maclf an
Lock up Erection Loan 1895 1,606 11 0 14 10 0

Murivillumbah
Couit house Additions Loan and n 685 15 8 571 15 8

Con Rev
* Furniture Con Re\ 1896 52 2 7 52 2 7

Mulllmbimbi
Police Station Erection Loan ,, 160 0 0 160 0 0

Morua V
Police Station Furniture Con Rev jj 8 19 6 8 19 6

Mount Victoria
Post and Telegiaph Office Erection Loan and 1895 1,603 18 5 1,424 18 5

Con Rex
j> j> Furniture ) ( 1896 24 1 9 24 1 9

Ma' III A > Loan <
Police Station Repairs i l ,, 2 10 0 2 10 0

Milton
Court house Election Loan and 1895 1,324 10 1 70 19 0

Con Rex

post and Telegiaph Office
Furniture ■> Con ( 1896 1 12 0 1 12 0
Repairs S Rev \ „ 0 5 0 0 5 0

Maude
Police Station Addition ) f jj 7 0 0 7 0 0

Minmi
Post and Telegraph Office . Erection J l 1895 1,086 IS 7 907 4 5
Lock up Repairs Con Rex 1896 28 2 0 28 2 0

Land Loan 119 19 0 119 19 0
Court house Furniture . Con Rev 18 17 5 18 17 5

Miltiiorpf
Post and Telegraph Office Drain Loan 8 0 0 8 0 0

Matholra .
Couit house and Lock up Repans, &c 'i r ,j 21 0 4 0 10 6 20 9 10

Mossgikl i 1
Police Station Stoae ! Con j jj 5 16 1 5 16 1
Court house Furniture ! Re' 1 jj 10 5 4 10 5 4

Mulbrino
Police Station Repans J { 1895 75 3 0 25 3 0

Muvdooran
Police Station and Lock up Additions, Ac Lean and 1896 43 6 2 43 6 2

Merool Con Rex
Police Buildings Repans, &c Con Rev ,, 4 13 n 4 13 11

Mandurama
Police Station Addition Loan and jj C2 0 0 62 0 0

Marsden Con Rex
Court house and Lock up Eiect on . . Loan ” 678 19 9 678 19 9
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Retttbn op Expendituee on Public 'Woeks, &c—continued.

Work, and where situated
Whether Con 

structing or under 
Repair

Fund from 
which the 
Expense is 
defraj ed

COUNTRY —continued
Newcastle

Asj lum foi Imbeciles 
Court house, &c
Post and Telegraph Office 
Clerk of orks Office 
W ater police Banacks 
Custom House 
Boatmen s Quarters 
Seamen s Shed 
Lock up Gaol 
Examiner of Coal fields 
Pilots Quarters 
Lock up (Lake Road)
Police Barracks (V* all stieet)
Hospital 

Narrandera 
Lock up
Court house 
Police Buildings 

Narrabpi 
Gaol
Court house
Post and Telegiaph Office

Now RA
Court house

N\\ga\
Lock up 
Court house 
Crown Lands Office 

Nuvdle
Lock up, &c
Court house 

Nowendoc
Police Station

Oraage
Court house 
Gaol
Post and TeVgraph Office 
School of Arts 

Oberov
Police Station 

Oxley
Police Station 

PrNRITII
Police Station 
Court house

Post and Telegraph Office 
Pictov

Post and Telegraph Office 
Port Macquari*

Police Station and Officeis Quarters 
Gaol 

Parivfs
Post and Telegraph Office 
Court house
Water Supply 

Patfrsox
Couit house and Police Station 

Pn LTGX
Post and Telegraph Office 
Court and Watch house 

Pooncarif
Police Station 

Pambui a
Police Station 

Palmers Island 
Police Station 

Pfvts Ffrri 
Police Office 

Qliriadi
Police Station
Court house and Lock up 

Qufa\bf\ax 
Gaol
Couit house
Post and Telegraph Office 

Qlambone 
v Com t house 
Raymond Tfrracf

Post and Telegraph Office 
Rylstoxe

Court house 
Police Station 
Lock up 

Robertson
Court and Watch house 
Post and Telegraph Office

Ri( iimond
Post and Telegrauh Office 
Agricultural College

~ >» ”Rocklfi
Comt and Watch house 

Rugby
Police Station 

Sutton 1 orfst
Goicrnors Residence, ‘ Hill'N lew *

Additions & Repairs 
Repairs

Incidental 
Repairs 
Repairs &c 
Erection 
Repans
Furniture 
Repairs, Lo,

Additions

Con Rea 
Loans and 

Con Re\
I oans
1 Con f 
| Rea 1
Loans 

l Con J
f Ru 1

J i
Loans and 

Con Re\ 
Loans

Repans

Erection
Furniture.
Addition 
Repairs &c 
Furniture
Additions

Erection
Furniture

Repairs

>>
Furmtuie
Repairs
Furniture 
Repairs, &c
Repans
Repans

Repairs, &c l >>
Incidental

Loans and 
Con Rev 

) Con j 
i Eei X

Loans 
\ Con j 
) Rei (

Loans

) Con 
j Re;

i
i

Loans and 
Con Rev 

Con Rev

Loans

Con
Re;

j- Loan's

Con Rea 
Loans and 

Con Rev 
) Con f 
f Rev 1
Loans

Con
Re;

Loans and 
Con Rev 

Con Re;
Repairs
Additions 
Repairs, &c

Loans

Con
Re;

Incidental 
Repairs, &c

>>
Furmtuie
Repairs
Furniture
Additions
Alteiations 
Fencing 
Ei ection
Additions
Erection
Fuimtuie
Repairs
Irrigation
Furniture
Tank
Additions
Repans
Fuimtuie

Loans
Loans and 
Con Re; 

Con Re;
Loans and 
Con Re; 

Con Re;
Loans and 
Con Rev

1 Con f 
( Rev *)

■) Loans & ( 
> Con \
) Re; (
Loans
) Con (
V Rev & 
l Loans J

1 '
I Con
j Re; "

) .
Loans
I cans and 
Con Re;

) Con f
\ Rc; (

c sa> <dga ^ a

1895
1896

I89n
1896
1895
1896

1895
1896

189a
1896
189o

1890

If Finished, 
actual amount 

cf Expendi 
ture

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure 
to

30th June, 
1897

Amount 
expended from 

1st July, 
1896, to 

30ch June, 
1897

Furniture

£ s d £ s d £ S d £ s d
973 16 4 722 6 0

26 12 2 22 10 2 4 2 0
0 2 6 0 2 6

15 14 6 15 L4 6
0 12 6 0 12 6

21 7 5 18 4 9 3 2 8
1 123 0 0 1 123 0 0

0 7 6 0 7 6
11 5 0 11 5 0

1 15 0 1 15 0
2o3 5 0 253 5 0
117 9 0 117 9 0
132 2 2 132 2 2

2 069 0 0 2 069 0 0
268 0 0 263 0 0

182 0 0 182 0 0
42 9 7 42 9 7
28 7 6 28 7 C

262 15 6 84 0 6
1 7 0 1 7 0

3 792 29 4 49 17 11
20 19 5 20 19 5
11 5 6 11 5 6
45 8 8 44 17 2 0 11 6

0 2 6 0 2 6
79 9 10 79 9 10
1G 19 0 16 19 0

48? 4 1 482 4 1
5 18 4 5 18 4
3 5 6 3 5 6
6 17 9 6 17 9

23 19 0 23 19 0
2 10 0 2 10 0
6 13 0 6 13 0
4 3 10 4 3 10
4 15 6 4 15 6

63 18 11 63 18 11
41 12 7 41 12 7
68 19 6 68 4 6 0 15 0

0 10 0 0 10 0
7 18 0 7 18 0
0 13 11 0 13 11
7 15 0 7 15 0

2 1*7 0 2 1,287 0 2
0 5 0 0 5 0

17 17 0 17 17 0
140 0 0 140 0 0
116 0 0 116 5 0

5 10 0 5 10 0
3 11 0 3 11 0
6 IS G G IS 6
0 5 0 0 5 0

7o 19 8 75 19 8
50 5 0 50 5 0
02 3 7 52 16 0 9 7 7

4 18 0 4 18 0
5 0 0 ✓ 5 0 0

14 19 4 14 19 4
527 0 1 432 0 1

11 4 6 8 0 0 3 4 6
18 18 0 18 18 0

1 473 13 0
19 lo 0 19 lo 0

1 007 12 6 122 12 6
7 0 10 7 0 10

55 15 0 5o 15 0
7 17 6 7 17 0

284 17 6 284 17 6
G 33 6 G 13 G
4 10 0 4 10 0

SCO 0 2 860 0 2
181 13 i) 181 13 5
217 17 1 217 17 1
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-Return of Expenditure on Public Works, &c.—continued.

Work and where situated.
Whether Con- 

stiucting or under 
Repair.

Fund fron 
which the 
Expense is 
defray ed. W

he
n

Co
m

m
en

ce
d. | If Finished, 

actual amoun
1 of Expendi- 1 ture.
1

If Unfinished 
amount of 

t Expenditure 
to

30th June, 
1897.

| Amount 
expended froi 

1st July, 
1896, to 

30th June, 
1897.

i
Furniture.

COUNTRY—coniimted. £ s. d £ s. d £ s. d £ s. d.
Singleton.

Court-house . . ... Repairs, <£c. Loans anc . 1896 10 9 9 10 9 9
Con. Rev

Lock-up Gaol ... .. Erection Loans 1,262 18 10 571 18 10
,, .... . Repairs................. Loans anc ,, 5 10 3 5 10 3

Con. Rev
Scone.

Court-house ...................................... Furniture . .. Con. Rev ,, 8 16 1 8 16 1
Police Station .. ................................ Repairs . , 78 0 0 7b 0 0

SOFAL
Lock up ............................................. Erection ............... >• Loans -J 1895 1,198 15 3 1,118 15 3

,, ... ..................... ............... Additions . ) ( 1896 150 0 0 150 0 0
Springs ood.

Lock-up........................... . ............. Repairs . . ) ( 17 6 ................. 17 6
Sunny Corner. ( Con. J

( Rev. 1 1895 342 18 6 188 15 0
Repairs . ) ( 5 0 0

Police Station .......................................... Loans .. 1896 35 0 0 35 0 0
St. Albans.

Court-house ... u 2 3 9 2 3 9
SlLVERTON.

Court-house ................................................... „ ........... j Eev. | 12 6 1 12 6
Stewart Town.

Lock-up .... ............................ „ .. Loans 5> 66 0 0 66 0 0
Stroud.

Police Station ............................ .......... n • • 6 9 5 6 9 5
Post and Telegraph Office .... .. „ • ( Con. ) 41 15 0 41 15 0

Tamworth ( Rev. I
) ( 28 1 7 28 1 7

17 16 0 17 16 0
Con. Rev.

Post and Telegraph Office ........................... Repairs................... ) Con. f 1 15 0 1 15 0
j Rev. \ 4 16 6 4 16 6

Additions . Loans ..' n 853 11 5 853 11 5
Water Supply ................................................. Incidental . Con. Rev.. M 15 4 15 4

Tenterfield.
Post and Telegraph Office............................ Repairs................. }t 160 8 0 160 8 0
Police Station.. .... . ,, ... 50 0 0 50 0 0
Court-house . .... . . >> ... Con. Rev 40 3 6 40 3 6

Tumut
Lock-up .............................................................. Erection . . Loans 1895 1,516 15 0 343 15 0

Temor\.
1896 2 18 6

Tibooburra.
Court-house ....................................................... Erection ........... ) f 13 0 0 13 0 0

Tinonee. y Loans -,
Repairs................. j ( 58 17 0 58 17 0

Terrawangee. w " ”
l r 17 6 9 17 0 9

Trangie. 0 2 0 0 2 0
Tingha. h Eev. 1

57 3 6
Police Buildings .... ......................... Repairs . . . J l 12 8 0 12 8 0

Tarcutta.
I , ( 18 6 18 6

Post and Telegraph Office................................ Repairs . .. ^ Loans 84 12 0 84 12 0
Trul Bay.

Prison................................................................ >> • • Con Rev 52 12 2 52 12 2
The Rock.

Police Station . ......................... Tank . Loans 3 10 0 3 10 0
Taree

Lock-up and Court house ..................... Additions .. Loans 410 9 2 410 9 2
Post and Telegraph Office .. ... Repairs ........... 1 r 22 18 6 22 18 6

Uralla.
Court-house ..................... ............... Additions 13 5 6 13 5 6

Ur\xa. ( Rev. 1 165 3 9 165 3 9
Ull vdulla.

Post and Telegraph Office .. . . Fencing... ........ J l 1895 61 15 10
Wollongong.

Gaol...................................................................... Repairs, &c. ... ("Loans 120 13 3 120 13 3
- Con. V
( Rev. J 12 18 6 12 IS 6

Wagga Wagga. ”
Gaol . . ... ... Repairs ............. 1896 5 11 0 5 11 0

,, ...................................... Additions ... f Con. ) 1895 67 0 6 22 0 6
Post and Telegraph Office............................ >> ... f Rev. ) 1896 338 14 8 338 14 S
Court house ......... ................................. Repairs, &c. .. 1895 118 1 6 33 1 6
Police Station and Officers’ Quarters Additions Loans and 1896 375 12 6 375 12 6

Con. Rev.
Public’Buildmgs . \ .. . . Repairs, &c.......... 9 14 5 6 8 11 3 5 6

Incidental........... ( Con. J 0 0 0 6 0 0
Experimental Farm ... . .. Furniture . f Rev. 1 n 5 3 5 5 3 5
Lands and Suivey Office .. . ___ Repairs, &c.......... • ( 1 14 9 1 11 9 0 3 0

Windsor.
Gaol .................................................................. Repairs ............. 38 1 3 38 1 3

Con. Rev.
Wariald\.

78 10 0
13 14 3 13 14 3

Con. Rev.
Wilcanma.

Repairs, &c ___ 1 Con. ( 26 11 0
Cleik of Works’ Office.................................. f Rev. X 0 2 9 0 2 9
Lock up Gaol . . ... ............ >> • Loans and 15 13 11 15 13 11

Con. Rev.
1894 1,640 5 3 611 0 0

Wingiiam. ”
Post and Telegraph Office............................ Repairs, &e. . . Con. Rev 1896 9 8 1 8 10 4 0 17 9
Court-house . . . ................. Loans and 92 0 0 92 0 0

Con Rev.
Wattle Flat

30 0 0 30 0 0
Walgett. *

r 5 10 2 5 10 2
Gaol w ‘ .................................... Repairs,'foe. .. 32 18 3 22 6 7 10 11 8
Public Buildings............................................... Additions, &c........... 2,563 5 6 1,367 5 6

Wellington. itev. j
Post and Telegraph Office ......................... Additions . , 1895 232 12 6 122 12 6
Court-house .. ......................... ” ................. Loans . 1896 3 10 0 3 10 0
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Return op Expenditure on Public Works, Ac —continued.

Work, and where situated

COUNTRY —continued
Wentworth

Gaol
Wee Waa

Post and Telegraph Office 
Court house, &,c 
Lock up 

Wanaaring
Police Station 

Warataii
Post and Telegraph Office 
Court and Watch house 

Walch \
Court house 

Wl AT ONG
Court house
Lock up
Post and Telegiaph Office

Wi along West 
Police Station 

Wilson’s Downi-all 
Police Station 
Comt house

W \LBLNDRIF
Police Station 
Couit house 

Wickham
Police Station 

Wai lsend
Court house 

WlAGDON
Police Buildings 

White Clh-ks 
Police Station 
Court house

Woodstock
Police Station

WOLl OMBI
Post and Telegraph Office 
Police Station 

Walla Waila (Oeiogery)
Police Station 

WOODENBONG
Police Station 

Yass
Post and Telegraph Office 
Court house 

Young 
Gaol
Court house
Post and Telegiaph Office 

■Vantabulla
Police Station 

Yfiman
Police Station 

Hbclllam-ol's 
Ballot boxes
Government Architect’s Branch—Salaries 
Establishment—Salaries 
Travelling Expenses 
Incidental and unforeseen 
Lighting Government Lamps 
Photographing Public Buildings 
Public Buildings generally

,, Wages and Materials
Wrork done for other Departments

Whether Con 
structing oi under 

Repair

Repans

Election
Repans

Furmtuie
Repairs
Additions
Election

\lteiations
Repans

Repairs
Furniture
Repairs

Furmtuie
Erection
Furmtuie
Temporal y cell
Additions
Repairs
Election
Furniture
Repairs

Additions 
Repans 
Repairs, <Lc

Repans
Stove

Fund fi om 
w hich the 
Expense is 
deflated

Con
Rei

> Loans

Con f 
/ ^e' (

Loans and 
Con Rev 

Loans 
Loans and 

Con Rev

f Con ) 
j" Rti |

Loans 
Con Rev
I oans
Loans and 
Con Rev

) Con j 
( Rev 1

Con
Her

> Loansi (

Loans 
Con Rev
Loans 
Con R<. v 
Con Rev 
and Loans

i r
^ Loans

Con , 
Rev 1

03 If Unfinished, Amount
r- § If Finished, amount of expended from
ft) Q
iSg

actual amount 
of Expendi

Expenditure
to

1st Julv, 
1896, to Furniture.

ture 30th June, 30th June,
6 1897 1897

£ s d £ s d £ s a £ s d
18CG 1 10 0 1 10 0

46 3 0 46 3 0
,, 8 10 0 8 10 0
*> 1,308 5 11 1,308 5 11

2o 5 0 25 5 0
93 0 0 93 0 0

» 4 0 0 4 0 0

0 lo 0 0 15 0
» 35 18 6 31 4 0 4 14 6

1,272 13 4 1,272 13 4
” 5o0 7 6 5o0 7 6

,, 22 17 6 22 17 6

C 14 2 6 14 2
60 0 0 60 0 0

4 1 9 4 1 9
» 0 7 3 0 7 3

41 9 10 41 9 10
12o 13 7 125 7 0 0 6 7

1395 129 2 0 10 0 0
1896 5 0 0

597 0 0 597 0 0 5 0 0
■» 9 13 5 9 13 5

62 0 0 62 0 0
5 10 0 5 10 0

» 47 12 6 47 12 6
» 342 4 3 342 4 3

0 6 0 0 6 6

189o
7 0 0 7 0 0

124 0 0
1,619 5 7 1,490 5 71896 57 19 2 57 19 2

» 69 12 0 68 12 0 1 0 0

n 2 11 6 2 11 6
M 85 0 0 85 0 0

4 5 0 4 5 0
0 17 0 0 17 0

7 671 8 6 7 671 8 6,, G 890 14 6 6 800 14 6
,, 2,053 5 4 2,0d3 5 4
,, 310 2 o 30o 2 LI 4 19 6
,, 1,031 17 3 1,031 17 3
„ 344 13 9 344 13 9
,, 2,106 1 6 2,024 8 2 81 13 4
,, 3,462 8 0 3 352 0 3 110 7 9
» 23,720 3 10 23,720 3 10

212,917 19 4 176,384 18 10 243 292 3 4 6,860 3 4

Summary oi Expenditlrl £ s d

£oans 166,183 0 0Ke\enue <50249 2 10
beivices for other Departments . 23,720 3 10

otal £250,152 6 8
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Expendituee, G-overnment Architect’s Branch.

Year. Loans Revenue Services foi other 
Departments Total

£ 8. d £ s. d £ s. J. £ s d
1863......................................................... .................... ...................... 95,052 10 2
1864 ................................................. ..................... 81,792 0 II

31,062 TO 8
52,118 4 4
73,202 6 4

1868 .................................................... 85,903 I 10
1869......................................................... ... 96,313 9 0
1870 ............ .................... . ..... . . . ... ... .. 65,304 3 2
1871 ................................................... ...................... 67,651 6 5

<4..320 17 7
18*70 ____ _____ _______

.................. 96,875 11 9
148,650 O

1875............................ . . ... 199,982 6 7
1876 ................................. ... .. 129,803 3 6

1877................................................... .................. ................ 164,889 i7 II
1878................................................... ... . 208,394 14 9
1879 .......................... .................. .................... 457,317 I 5
1880...................... ... ................. ................ 633 274 8 8
i88r ......................................................... , , 421,896 13 7
1882................................................... 355,552 15 8

1883 .............................................. .... • ,, ,, 367,377 18 5
1884 ... , . .. 408,436 4 6
1883 ... ............................ ,, 428,881 5 8

1886 .............................. 376,521 18 8

1887 ..................................................... 281,033 12 II
1888................................................... ... 259,■sS *3 6

I889 ........................................................ . .. 225,574 ib 9
1890 ................................................... .. . 267,801 6 6
iSpr ......................................................... 334,253 7 6

1892 ............................................. ... , .. 30°,587 6 1
1893 ...................................................... ... . . . . 222 I47 l6 5
1st January, 1894, to wth June, i8q3 . . . 113,928 13 8 93.°59 2 8 206,987 l6 4
isfc July, i8q^, to qotli June, 1896 ... 141,672 13 IO 65,508 7 3 ............ ......... 207,181 I 1
1st July, 1896, to 30th June, 1897 166,183 0 0 60,249 2 IO 23,720 3 10 250,I52 6 8

Totals .. 42!,784 7 6 218,816 12 9 23,720 3 10 7,675,44! 4 8
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n

Roads and Bridges, 

(xiv.)

Report of the Principal Assistant Engineer for Roads.
30 November, 1S97.

I have the honor to present, for the Minister’s information, a report upon the work carried out by this 
branch, during the year ended 30th June, 1897, together with tabulated statements of the expenditure 
for the year, the lengths of roads and bridges of various classes directly or indirectly under the charge of 
the branch, and other statistical information.

Prom these returns it will he seen that the expenditure for the year, on roads and bridges, was 
£676,209 19s. 2d.# Of this sum £621,918 17s. 3d. was derived from Revenue, and £54,261 Is. lid. 
from Loan Punds. Expenditure was, with a view to economy, restricted to the most urgent require
ments, and the cost of maintenance reduced to the lowest possible limit, compatible with efficiency. The 
expenditure on roads, &c., from Revenue only, fell £1,794 7s. 4d. short of the sum made available by 
Parliament; this amount lapsed. Seeing that authority to proceed with the full expenditure was not 
given to the local officers until December, and that, consequently, they had only seven months in which to 
expend the full years vote, this result may be considered satisfactory. A sum of £226,249 Os. lid. 
remained unexpended from Loan Yotes, and was carried forward.

To give some idea of the work involved in administration at head office, it may be stated that 
23,293 papers were registered and dealt with ; 17,078 vouchers received and examined ; and 3,139 
contracts let, amounting to £322,022. ■ _

Rents of district offices, ferrymen’s quarters, &c., amounted to £1,620, and cost of cleaning to £347. 
The ferries leased were 45 in number. Porty-three others were subsidised, and nine worked by the 
Department. The total revenue from all sources under this head was £5,112 6s. Id., while the cost of 
working, &c , was £10,162 3s. lOd.

Since last year’s report was made, an entirely new system has been adopted in connection with the 
collection of tolls upon the ferries worked directly by the Department. Upon these ferries a system is 
now in force whereby every passenger receives a ticket showing the value of the fare paid, the date of 
issue, and the progressive number. It forms a check, first upon the collectors, and (as all tickets entitle 
the holder to return free within two days), upon the passengers as to the time of their return. This 
system has, so far, proved satisfactory, and it is anticipated that a substantial increase in the collections 
will result, by preventing passengers returning free after the two days allowed has elapsed.

Summarising the figures given in the tabulated statement attached, it will bp seen that there are 
39,874 miles of roads under the direct or indirect charge of the Department. Of that length, 27,404 
miles are on schedule, 1,099 miles of municipal roads are subsidised by the Department, and 11,371 miles 
are unclassified. Of the total length, 12,631 miles are bush tracks, practically untouched, leaving 27,243 
miles of cleared, formed, or metalled roads.

_ There are 2,842 bridges in the Colony, having 7,878 -spans, with a total length of 267,964 feet, dr 
50 miles 60 chains. The culverts number 32,671, and have a total length of 486,907 feet, or 92 miles 17 
chains; and there are 15,534 causeways, measuring 377,298 feet, or 71 miles 36-| chains.

There are 97 punts, 1.steam launch, 4 horse-boats, 69 flood-boats, and 120 other boats in use; also 
10 punt-slips for execution of repairs. Ferrymen’s, bridge caretakers’, and other houses and buildings, 
the property of the Department, number 51.

During the year, 1,038 miles of new roads were cleared, and 666 miles wholly or partially con
structed. Four miles 631 chains of culverts and 5 miles 77J chains of causeways were also constructed, 
and 5,008 rods of fencing erected. '

The repairs and renewals of bridges are referred to in the report of the Assistant Engineer for 
Bridges appended.

Eight new punts and 9 boats were built during the year, and 60 punts and 56 boats overhauled 
and repaired. ”

The average number of men employed was 6,701, of whom 1,504 were employed directly by the 
Department, and 5,200 were contractors and their workmen. "

The distance travelled by the district officers and their assistants, overseers, &c., in the execution 
of their duties, was 507,316 miles, 405,948 miles being by road, and 101,368 miles by rail; the total cost 
under this head being £6,820 14s. lid.

With regard to repairs to bridges, the ASSISTANT ENGINEER FOR BRIDGES reports as 
follows:—

“ During the year, continued attention has been paid to repairs, a sum of £29,297 19s. lid. being 
expended for that purpose on 410 structures.

It must be understood that these repairs are independent of renewals, where, owing to decay, it 
becomes necessary to entirely replace an old bridge. These renewals have been dealt with in my report 
on bridge construction, but it is not out of place to mention here that 53 bridges were totally renewed 
during the year at a cost of £36,850 4s. 7d.

“ Occasion was taken in my last year’s report to draw attention to the advantages which might be 
gained by the adoption of permanent substructures of stone, steel, or iron, when practicable, and the 
Under Secretary and Commissioner for Roads touched upon the matter in his report, pointing out that 
the great strength and durability of our timbers rendered their use the more economical in a majority of

cases. *
* This amount includes the expenditure, at 30th June, incurred in respect of new bridges completed and in progress.
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cases. This is undoubtedly the case, but I think we should not lose sight of the fact that timber for 
bridge purposes is every year becoming more costly, while cement and labour, the two chief factors in the 
price of masonry, are cheaper than heretofore, and steel and iron are obtainable in a greater variety of 
forms, and at rates in marked conlrast to those ruling twenty years ago. Although the better classes of 
timbers are well distributed upon the coast north from Sydnejr, there are large areas inland where bridge 
timber is impossible to be obtained, and to which it must be carried at great cost.

“ It is surprising how few masonry piers are to be found in bridges throughout the Colony, situated 
as some of them are in districts where limber is exceedingly difficult to obtain, while stone is often 
plentiful; presumedly this is due to timber having been more plentiful formerly, when skilled labour 
was more costly.

“In the case of the renewal of the Tish Biver Bridge at O’Connell, and in the repairs to the Aber
crombie bridge, we have had this year, however, the advantage of admirably constructed masonry piers 
and abutments, which will outlive the superstructures now placed upon them, and doubtless others again, 
after these are decayed.

“At Berrima, also, masonry piers built thirty-seven years ago are receiving a new superstructure, 
and also being raised 8 feet.

“It is, of course, difficult to lay down any definite rule, but I think it may be taken that on an 
established route likely to remain permanent, and when timber is not available locally, given a good 
foundation and stone adjacent to tbe site, an additional expenditure of at least 25 per cent, in the first 
cost of tbe bridge would be fully justified, with the object of gaining a permanent substructure.

“ The increasing use of truss spans, and the increasing length of those spans, now being built up 
to 154 feet each, are naturally increasing the demand for ironbark timber of a special class, viz., sawn 
flitches free of heart, of considerable size and length, and necessarily of tbe highest quality. These flitches 
are becoming difficult to obtain outside certain comparatively small areas on the coast, and it may become 
more economical, at no distant date, to substitute steel for such as are used iu tension. These large spans, 
also, have a bearing upon the question of permanent substructures, as the piers used in connection with 
them being fewer, require greater strength, while the reduction in their number also reduces the propor
tion of their cost, as compared w'ith the total cost of the bridge.

“ Allusion has been made to the unequal distribution of timber in the Colony, and in that connection
I may refer to the system of storing a quantity of timber in Sydney for use for repairs. The advantages 
claimed for that system in tbe ^ist report are still evident, and upwards of 408,000 super, feet of timber 
have passed through the yard at Cockatoo Island during the year. The cost of this timber, though, as 
already stated, prices have advanced, still compares favourably with that obtaining under the old system, 
when timber was procured from the annual contractor as required, a system causing great delay.

“It is natural that out of the sum of £29,297 expended on repairs, a large proportion should have 
been spent on the decks of bridges, where actual w'ear reduces the life of the planking more than does decay. 
It is to be regretted that while we obtain such excellent results in wood-paving by placing the grain of 
the timber vertical, it has not yet been found feasible to lay tbe timber decks of bridges otherwise than 
with the grain horizontal. Doubtless to do so necessitates a double deck, the lower to carry the load, and 
the upper as a wearing surface only; still ultimate economy may yet be gained in this direction when 
heavy traffic has to be dealt with.

“ Pew of the repairs undertaken during the year need to be particularised ; perhaps tbe most 
important is tbe repair and raising of the low-level bridge over the Hawkesbury Biver at Windsor. This 
is a timber-beam bridge on iron cylinders, having a total length of 403 feet. It wras placed at a height of
II feet above ordinary water level, and was frequently submerged. While repairing the superstructure, 
which was much decayed, occasion was taken to raise the bridge 8 feet, a course which was decided on 
after some hesitation, as it was feared that the additional leverage afforded to the flood-waters might cause 
the destruction of the bridge. The work was, however, accomplished at a cost of £4,409 3s. 3d., and a 
flood which has since passed over the deck caused no damage.

“ The conversion of the Belabula Biver bridge at Carcoar from a truss to a beam bridge, a work 
which was finished early in the year, is of interest as showing an economical method of dealing with a 
bridge the trusses of which were decayed, while the deck system was owing to previous repairs in good 
order.

“ At Brewarrina the machinery for lifting the span was removed and replaced by gear similar to 
that erected last year at Bourke, the result being that one man can easily lift the span, instead of two 
being required as heretofore. Arrangements have been made to carry out a similar alteration to the 
gear at Balranald.

“ The system of carrying out repairs by means of skilled gangs was continued during the year with 
success, and on the whole I feel justified in stating that the improvement in the general condition of the 
bridges referred to in the last report has been sustained. .

“ Before closing this report I think it necessary to draw special attention to the operation of the 
regulation which makes municipalities responsible for the maintenance of the superstructures of bridges 
within municipal limits. In the case of large structures the Councils do not appear to be in a financial 
position to keep up the repairs, which are allowed to stand over while the Department is approached for 
a special grant. Ultimately it often becomes necessary for the Department to carry out the work under 
conditions much more unfavourable than would have been the case had the bridge been solely under tbe 
Department.”

With respect to the remarks of the Assistant Engineer for Bridges in the above quoted report:—
(1.) As to the use, under certain conditions, of stone for the substructure of bridges, I quite 

concur. There can be no doubt that under certain circumstances where stone is cheap and timber scarce, 
and only procurable from distant places, it would he true economy to use the more lasting material at 
even a considerable increase in first cost. There is room for the exercise of discretion as each case 
crops up.

(2.) As to the increasing use of truss bridges of extreme spans. This tendency is one to be 
watched, and for several reasons to be restricted : The cost per foot run of bridge is, in ordinary cases, 
much in excess of the beam or smaller truss span ; the ordinary maintenance is more costly ; repairs are 
more costly and difficult in execution; the difficulty of getting the special lengths of first-class timber 
referred to by Mr. De Burgh is increasing, and will, in the future, more rapidly increase.

Accordingly,
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Accordingly, not only does the necessity of obtaining these special pieces for the larger trusses add 
very materially to their cost at the present day; hut, as time goes on, this cost will become still greater, 
and when the day comes for the renewal of these special pieces in the trusses, the cost of repairs will be 
immensely greater than they would be to-day. It might almost be predicted that, when that day arrivee, 
it may be found impossible, or almost impossible, to obtain the necessary pieces in quantities sufScient to 
meet the requirements of the Department. Dor although the area of the Colony .from which the supply 
of hardwood timber for bridge building and other wurks appears at the present day to be very large, this 
area exists on paper only. The localities from -which really first-class hardwood of special class or 
character can be now obtained may almost be counted upon the fingers of one hand, and, when these 
places have been denuded of this kind of timber, it is difficult to see where it is to be procured from.

In the matter of the hardwood timber supply, it may be remarked, the Colony is burning the candle 
at both ends; increasing the consumption of the natural supply, and providing nothing in its place by 
plantation.

(3.) The life of truss bridges has been proved to be shorter than that of substantially constructed 
beam span structures.

(4.) It may also be kept in view that in the event of a comprehensive system of Local Government 
being adopted throughout the Colony, whereby each locality will be charged with the control of its own 
works, the maintenance of these bridges will fall to the respective municipal bodies. The result of past 
experience in this direction does not encourage the hope that this duty will be efficiently performed by 
these local bodies, where large or intricately constructed works, such as these larger truss bridges, are 
concerned.

Under all these circumstances the conclusion is, I think, a fair one that, where possible, and all 
other things being equal, it is desirable as a rule to adopt either beam span or the smaller truss span 
bridges, the exception being where the foundations are so bad or difficult (for instance, where the piers 
would be high) as to make piers more costly in proportion than the increased length of span.

PERCY SCARE,
Principal Assistant Engineer, Roads.

■ 73 •
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(XV.)
EETUEN of Expenditure on Public Works carried on by Eoads and Bridges Branch, from 1st July, 1896, lo

30th June, 1897.

Work and wKeie situated.
Whether 

Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defraj ed.

When
Com

menced

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from

1 July, 1856, 
to 30 June, 1897.

EOADS AND BEIDGES. £ 8. d £ s. d.
Aberdeen, up Narrow Passage and Scrumlow ............................. r 1882 4 5I3 1 IO 430 17 3
Attunga to Somcrton .............................................................................. 1887 924 3 7 60 O O
Attunga to Hall’s Creek .......................................................................... I®95 I56 9 6 70 16 6
Amosfield towards Stanthope ........ . . ................... i894 2,1517 11 IO 26 12 O
Amosfield to Acacia Creek . ... ...................... 1890 3,990 0 4 435 11 II
Acacia Creek to Tooloom .................................................................... 189s 455 4 IO 35 7 O
Acacia Creek, via Korelah, to White Swamt) ................................... 1888 2,675 7 3 199 16 6
Alumny Creek, at Leonard’s, to Grafton-Broadw ater Eoad ............. 1895 91 5 4 11 5 4
Armidale to Long Swamp..................................................................... 1887 794 15 7 76 16 O

Arrmdale to Grafton, via Hillgrove, to Perrett’s................................. 1864 92,7s1 u 6 6l6 2 9
Armidale to Yarrow ick ............................................................................ 1884 2,611 3 7 146 15 I
Armidale and Eastern Plains Road to Trevanna................................ 1895 25 10 2 17 17 2
Armidale Road to Tajlor’s Arm...................... ..................................... 1894 1,970 5 9 323 5 2
Armidale Road to Wabra Creek..................................... ... . 1890 242 IO IO 69 6 3
Armidale to Pint Pot .............. .................... ................................ 1886 4,I>2 3 I 16216 2
Armidale to Head of Hickej’s Creek...................... ................ 1894 1,474 11 0 119 10 2
Armidale to Eastern Plains .................................................................... 1888 2,750 0 2 183 9 6
Armidale to Gostwjck ............. ................................................. 1884 2,017 7 4 101 0 8
Armidale to Duval . ......................................................... 1890 455 3 6 44 12 6
Armidale, via Rellj’s Plains, to Raid iknob ............. ........................ 1894 261 6 I 84 12 4
Armidale to Castle Doyle ....................................................................... 1886 1,130 6 2 48 6 O
Armidale to Timagog ............................................................................ I895 20713 6 101 9 .3
Armidale Eoad to Upper Eire Day Creek............................................. )J 18914 8 13919 8
AsR Island Road .................................................................................. . 1896 35 3 O 35 3 O
Ashlea, ma Marlee, to Upper Dingo Creek .......................................... 1892 1,250 7 O 236 7 9
Adamstown to Lake Macquarie .............................................................. 1885 5,965 2 9 385 9 6
Arnold’s to Appletree Plat ...................................................................... 1874 19,324 0 2 594 5 II
Anderson’s to Macleay Heads.................................................................. 1892 1,25015 9 192 2 5
Anderson’s to Unkyra Road .............................................................. 189S 94 0 O 41 12 O
Alstonville to Pearce’s Creek ................................................................. JJ 568 8 25912 3
Approach to Meadow bank Station......... ............................................ JJ 563 13 11 189 18 3
Approach to Ulmarra Ferry ................................................. ............... 1896 25 8 7 25 8 7
Approach to Brook’s Ferry ................................................................... JJ 197 3 6 197 3 6
Approach to Eagleton Punt................ . ............................................... JJ 49 17 0 49 17 O
Armidale up Mungay Creek .............................................................. JJ 79 17 3 79 i? 3
Aberglassyn, ma Lowry’s, to the River....... . .. ................... JJ 14 O 0 14 O O
Appm to Brook’s Point ......................................................................... JJ 58 4 10 58 4 IO
Appm to Broughton Pass......... ......................... . ........................ i JJ 12 9 0 12 9 0
Appm to Macquarie Dale ...................................................... ............... | JJ 19 19 0 19 19 0
Araluen and Moruya Road, via Ejora, to Moruya ............................. Maintenance, Consoli- 1 JJ 22 5 6 22 5 6
Araluen, via Bettowynd, to Black Creek .............................................. }■ repair, and dated „ 40 O IO 40 O IO
Adelong to Hillas Creek ......................................................................... construction. Re^ enue. I89S 352 9 0 127 6 6
Adelong Crossing to Bago ..................................................................... 1892 2 687 13 2 447 11 IO
Adamiuaby, via Eaglehawl, to Jmdabyne............................................. 1888 941 4 4 247 2 9
Adaminaby to Dry Plains .................................................................... 1895 1 '9 15 9 44 16 O
Albury to Urana ...................................................................................... 1872 28,128 4 2 717 12 I
Albury and Corowa Road to Urana ............................................. .......... 1874 21,217 5 0 726 13 IO
Albury to Roomanoomana ...................................................... . 1864 75-543 6 II ma 1 9
Albury to Cookardma ............................. ...................... 1892 2,090 6 6 172 12 3
Albury to Roomanoomana Road, at 35£-imle in approach to Murray

Biver Bridge ... . .................................................................. I896 70 0 0 70 0 O
Ahck’s Creek to Bloom Hill ............. ................................................ . I892 17416 9 45 3 I
Ahck’s Swamp Creek Embankment ..................................................... jSgs 101 15 9 99 5 I
Awaba to Freeman’s Waterholes .........................................................

1896
528 2 3 285 4 2

Armidale and Kangaroo Hills Road to Donald Public School ........... 23 18 0 23 18 O
Armidale and Kangaroo Hills Eoad to Pint Pot, Chandler Elver .... »J 23 19 0 23 19 O
Armidale Road, up Nulla Nulla Creek .................................................. 3 0 0 3 0 O
Ashford, via Severn Bn er, to Dunean,*Marome Creek ...................... JJ 29 8 0 29 8 O
Aberfoyle Elver, Wire Eope Crossing .................................................. JJ 9 13 5 9 13 5
Amaroo Railway Station to Keenan’s Bridge ..................................... )) 25 0 O 25 0 O
Atkins’ Road, Pennant Hills .......................................................... JJ 5 0 O 5 0 O
Abbott’s Road, Seven Hills ................................................................... JJ 30 0 O 30 0 0
Byangum up Middle Arm ................................................................................ 1894 459 12 II i44 14 I
Byangum to Dunbible Creek ................................................................. . 1892 250 17 I 44 10 4
Burnngbar to Moball ............... .. ......................................... 1888 1,3°6 7 IO 1 8 14 IO
Burrmgbar to LTpper Burnngbar .................................................................... 1894 266 4 3 79 18 0
Buningbar to Cudgera ............................................................................... 1895 410 2 IO 357 i4 0
Bexlnll to Woodlawn ...................................................................... 1891 278 1 7 28 9 9
Bexlull to Monticollum . ............................. 1884 7,589 4 2 547 i4 IO
Bexhill to Monticollum Eoad lo Eoads Clunes to Staggs ................... 1896 42 15 II 42 15 II
Bexlull to Numulgi School and Cross Selections.................................. 1890 603 1 6 67 19 2
Ballina to Cooper s Shoot ........................................................................ 1883 16,894 IX '2 621 13 3
Ballma, via North Creek, to Bj'ron Bay ...................... ............. 1SS7 4,o55 5 8 3i4 1 I
Beechwood to Bolland’s Plains .............................................................. 1885 L549 >5 9 i99 3 6
Boggy Creek to Cottee’s ...................... ........................................... 1892 289 2 I 45 15 6
Blakebrook to Dunoon ......... .................................................... 189O 593 3 9 38 0 2
Blakebrook to Petersen’s .... ........... .................................... 1894 479 3 9 194 14 O
Blakebrook to Foxeround........................................................................ 1896 266 4 I 266 4 I
Bogaldie towards Pilliga ........................................................................ 1893 331 9 5 84 0 2
Brush Grove, ma Bluff Point, to Maclean.......................................... 1887 2,353 IO 7 31716 5
Brush Grove, via ^yndale, to Maclean ................................................. 1890 D354 16 5 15019 3
Barney Downs to Miilera ..................................... ............... J 1883 3,278 10 4 151 4 6
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Keturn or Expesrituee ok Public Works—continued.

Work and where situated.
Whether 

Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defrayed.

When
Com

menced.

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
Expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

ROADS AND BRIDGES—continued. £ S d. £ s. d.
Bingera to Top Bingera .......................................................................... ^ i895 94 O 0 4 2 O
Bingera, Narrabri Road, to Diamond Mines'.......................................... 1896 44 18 0 44 18 O
Bingera to Warialda ................................................................. ............ 1884 9>937 !3 II 792 12 3
Bingera to Bora......................................................................................... 1895 5° O 0 38 1 O
Bingera to Bundarra .............................................................................. 1878 5.74o I 9 29I 13 9
Bingera to Barraba .................................................................................. 1891 8,407 II 4 1,068 13 8
Bingera, via Fallal, to Eulowrie .............................................................. 1888 1,214 12 8 99 19 6
Bingera, via Gineroi, to Yagobie.............................................................. i895 464 2 5 232 6 IO
Black Creek, via Pretty Gully, to Tooloom .......................................... I89I 2,249 9 IO 439 8 0
Barraba to Crow Mountain...................................................................... i895 60 O 0 10 0 0
Barraba to Bundarra.................................................................................. 1894 2,852 2 5 18314 8
Barraba,the Gap, to Horton River ............................................. i893 874 I 3 597 1 9
Barraba to Burindi .................................................................................. 1896 79 O 0 79 0 O
Bendemeer to Hall’s Creek .V................................................................................... i895 205 8 I 136 12 IO
Bow to Idaville.......................................................................................... i893 261 13 7 “ 5 7
Bobbiwoa Creek to Rocky Creek............................................................ 802 15 7 99 3 O
Booralong towards Aberfoyle .................................................................. 18S8 1,317 18 3 122 2 I
Branxton to Dalwood Bridge .................................................................. i895 135 O O 107 0 O
Branxton, via Elderslie, to Singleton and Gresford Eoad ..................

i894
260 O O 160 0 O

Barlow’s Mill to Howard’s ...................................................................... 142 5 4 37 4
Blaxland’s Flat Roads ...................................................................... ....... 308 10 10 14 12 O
Btaxland’s Creek Crossing Approaches .................................................. 1896 22 0 0 22 0 O
Balalla to Bundarr* .................................................................................. 1890 1,171 5 5 166 18 3
Ben Lomond, via Hockey’s and Tarrant’s, to Guyra, Inverell Eoad .. i895 71 O I l 19 12 O
Bcllingen Road up Missabotti Creek .................................................. 1 1882 8,'5i 3 I 22015 9
Bellingcn, via Bowraville, to Congarini.................................................. . i895 688 5 6 ^45 13 6
Boat Harbour to Cowlong ........................;............................................. 1887 1,968 18 5 i94 4 O
Baker’s Creek to West Hillgrove .......................................................... i895 I25 17 9 85 17 9
BowraYille to Upper South Arm.............................................................. 1890 927 6 3 152 16 6
Bowrayille to Upper North Arm.............................................................. 1879 5,245 10 II 230 11 4
Burril Creek to Kriinbriki ............. ........................................................ i I89O I, I I I 2 O i53 9 I I
Bulladelah down the Myall...................................................................... ! I89I 481 4 II i°7 3 I
Bulladelah to Bungwall ......................................................................... j 1878 9,862 r5 466 9 4
Bulladelah to Larry’s Flat ...................................................................... 1 I892 3.°23 15 4 446 8 2
Bulladelah to Coolongoolook ..................................................... ............. i895 1,841 8 10 1,77414 IO
Booral to Bulladelah .............................................................................. 1 I876 I 1,090 J9 2 707 2 6
Bendolba to Wangat............................. ;...................................................

i894
5,227 0 6 314 8 O

Bullock Wharf to Coolongoolook ,.r...................................................... 854 5 O 297 12 IO
Blandford to Isis Elver .......................................................................■ 1882 2,676 9 IO 100 9 0
Blandford, via Box Tree, to Timor.......................................................... 1 i895 258 12 9 100 12 3
Barrington to Cobark Eoad...................................................................... I 1892 305 l6 6 3°5 16 6
Brandy Creek, via Goorangoola, to Dry Creek...................................... 1 Maintenance, Consoli- i895 118 9 6 67 0 O
Barker’s Lodge to Oakdale ...................................................................... 1 - repair, and dated ^

I896
177 6 7 114 7 O

Berowra to Cowan Creek Belief Works.................................................. : construction. Revenue. 7 12 2 7 12 2
Balgowlah, via French’s Forest, to Gordon .......................................... l895 214 4 '6 14711 2

Belltrees to Stewart’s Brook .................................................................. 1889 2,789 17 II 13611 4
Barrenioey to M’Garr’s Creek.................................................................. l895 244 10 2 112 0 O
Bald Knob, via Dundee, to Emmaville.................................................. 336 7 O 13116 5
Boolooroo Bridge to Goondiwindi ......................... ................................ I,c86 4 4 192 7 I
Belah to Tannabah .................................................. ............................... t 242 1 0 100 0 O
Baulkham Hills Toongabhie Road to Wharf at Baxter’s .................. « 1896 IO 0 0 10 0 O

IO 0 0 10 0 O
Black Mountain to Guyra :......................................................... ............ 1895 1*3 8 8 58 6 4
Broken Back Bridge Eoad at Purser’s to Baulkham Hills................... I896 IO O O 10 0 O
Boyce’s to Penshurst.................................................................................. i895 200 O 0 100 0 O
Brookstead to Gara .................................................................................. i89l3 55 19 8 36 13 O
Burns Bay Eoad ...................................................................................... 180 0 O 106 17 5
Blackman’s Point to Ennis Ferry .......................................................... | 119 7 9 104 5 O
Blackman's Point and Ennis Road to Walcha Road .......................... j 54 l6 O 30 0 O
Berrigan to Mulwalla .............................................................................. ! 1891 643 O 2 129 17 4
Berrigan to Momalong.............................................................................. 1896 55 O O 55 0 O
Berrigan to Saranakc ................................................ .............................. i895 139 15 6 104 8 O
Berrigan and Savanake Eoad to Warmatta ...................... ................... 1896 39 18 O 39 18 O
Berrigan to Finlay ................................................................"................. 1 1892 463 !5 I 127 17 9
Berrigan to Tocumwall ..................... :...................................................... i l895 444 5 2 192 l8 O
Bowral to the Briars................................................................................ 1892 637 16 IO 75 I2 6
Bowral to Robertson................................................. ................................ 1874 i8.37i 16 9 53i 15 11
Bundanoon to Wingello Eoad.................................................................. 1888 1,344 0 2 75 10 2
Bundanoon to Captain’s Flat .................................................................. 1896 221 13 5 221 13 5
Bundanoon to Korela ...... r..................................................................... i895 382 13 5 201 17 9
Bundanoon to the Gullies (compensation).............. ............................... 1896 l6 0 7 16 0 7

Bulb, via Coal Cliff, to Blue Gum Forest............................ ................. i 1882 4,494 0 8 392 7 7

Bull! Pass to Cataract River ................................................................... 1880 1,569 8 117 10 2
Burrawang to Eobertson •.......................................................................... 1884 1,308 H IO 49 i° 4
Berrima to Bowral...................................................................................... 1882 2,338 8 10 115 16 0
Berrima, via Soapy Flat, to Joadja .Creek.............................................. 1890 1,012 9 11 159 i4 lo
Blenkinsopp’s to Myra Vale...................................................................... ,, 997 3 6 91 10 6
Binalong to Burrowa................................................................................. 1887 14,304 2 3 353 3 5
Bungendore to Captain’s Flat.................................................................. t 1889 10,312 12 6 1,184 14 2
Bungendore to Doughboy Hill.................................................................. 1888 4,5t4 2 II 63 18 4
Bungendore to Black Eange .................................................................. 1881 I,°79 19 10 41 17 6

Bungendore to Gundaroo.......................................................................... i893 521 5 5 120 15 8
Bungendore, Gundaroo Eoad, at Eaceeourse, to the Common ........... 1896 52 2 3 52 2 3
Bookham to Illalong................................................................................... 1884 830 18 5 (7 14 O
Bookham to Cbidowla .............................................................................. 1885 973 !5 9 73 6 0
Bookham to Cooradigbee ............................................. ............................. „ 1881 I,756 6 4 123 5 7
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Kettjen op Expenditure on Public Works—continued.

Work, and where situated.
Whether 

Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defrayed.

When
Com

menced

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
Expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 2897.

EOADS AND BRIDGES—continued. £ 6. d. £ s. d.
Burrowa to Breakfast Creek .................................................................. 1892 972 13 7 165 11 6
Burrowa to Narrawa.................................................. ............................... 1,469 19 6 231 16 9
Burrowa to Kenya..................................................................................... 1885 2,196 3 II 83 8 6
Burrowa to Cunningrah .......................................................................... 1892 I>555 7 9 249 3 7
Burrowa, Narrawa Eoad, near Rugby, via Gardens to Burrowa ...... 1896 17 7 I 17 7 I
Bredbo Station to Nimbo.......................................................................... 1890 20,952 19 0 262 0 2
Braidwood to Animbo .............................................................................. 1893 L393 12 10 279 12 4
Braidwood to Elrington.............................................................................. 1872 5.494 17 3 208 4 O
Braidwood to Nerriga .............................................................................. » 2,988 9 6 273 4 9
Braidwood to Queanbeyan .................................................................. . 1890 3,859 8 3 212 12 O
Braidwood and Tarago Eoad, via Larbert, to Lower Boro and Tarago 1881 2,466 O I 199 19 5
Braidwood to Sergeant’s Point .............................................................. 3,088 8 II 145 16 6
Braidwood, via Eeidsdale, to Bell’s Creek.............................................. 1873 3,223 0 2 108 9 2
Braidwood, via Bell’s Creek, to Araluen .............................................. 1864 20,697 5 2 497 11 8
Braidwood to Nelligen (Clyde Eoad)....................................:................. 1863 3°,321 9 6 . t,°44 7 O
Bodalla, via Eurobodalla, to Dignam’s Creek ....................................... !893 1,703 7 7 392 14 0
Bodalla to Wagonga Heads...................................................................... 5} 1,019 O I no 15 ,10
Bega, via Wapengui and Murrah, to Bermagui ..................... ............ 1877 8,687 18 8 269 17 3
Bega, via Jellat Jellat, to Tathra .......................................................... 1873 12,487 19 6 480 0 O
Bega to Brogo (Old Eoad) ......... ............................................................ 1890 996 9 0 101 6 O
Bega to Pambula ...................................................................................... 1895 343 i7 7 223 14 3
Bega to Brianderry ..... ............................................................................ » 53 8 O 32 0 O
Bega to Nimitybelle ................................................................................. >> 879 3 8 588 6 3
Bega to Nimitybelle, at Bembooka, to Sam’s Corner .......................... 1896 122 O O 122 O O
Bombala to Delegate.................................................................................. 1871 13,73° 12 II 636 7 2
Bombala to Delegate Road, at Saucy Creek, to Cambalong .............. 1896 26 4 2 26 4 2
Bombala, via Buekalong and G-unningrath, to Bobundarah .............. 1 1881 2,420 5 6 163 4 2
Bombala, via Mabratta and Mila, to Cragie .......................................... 1892 721 6 I 146 7 9
Bombala to Buckley’s Springs............................................. .................... 1889 274 2 9 8 15 9
Bombala to Nimitybelle .......................................................................... 1892 6,355 J9 3 1,159 1 II
Bombala to Merimbula.................................. ........................................... 1864 94,890 19 7 >,523 10 I
Bombala-Merimbula, &c., to Bombala Common .................................. 1895 40 IO 0 24 16 0
Bombala-Delegate Road to Burrumbooka..............................................

1896
36 12 5 13 2 0

Bombala to Delegate Eoad, at One-mile Post, to Burrumbooka ...... 19 14 9 19 14 9
Bobundarah to Adaminaby...................................................................... 1880 3,9t5 1° 8 192 16 II
Surrogate to Honeysuckle ...................................................................... 1882 1,187 11 7 18 4 O
Buckley’s Crossing to Jinenbuen.............................................................. 1889 333 14 II 7° 3 4
Buckley’s Crossing to Maffra .................................................................. * if 286 17 4 58 15 0
Buckley’s Crossing, via Bolocco, to Jindabyne...................................... 1883 2,657 12 II 148 17 0
Berridale to Buckley’s Crossing .............................................................. 1891 4°3 9 II 63 11 3
Billylingra, via the Gap, to Adaminaby.................................................. 1890 2,059 r5 O 200 13 5
Brungle Bridge to Gobarralong Ford...................................................... Maintenance, Consoli- 1888 1,864 r3 8 172 6 O
Brungle, via Wyangle, to Toomoroma Road.......................................... }- repair, and dated 5 1889 i,444 7 4 262 1 9
Balranald to Swan Hill Ferry................................................................. construction. Revenue. 1887 2,287 6 7 79 15 3
Booligal to Hillston ............................................................. ....... ........ . 1880 3,838 18 9 46 12 II
Booligal to Ivanhoe .......................................... ....................................... 1892 1,918 1 II 220 II 9
Booligal to Ivanhoe Deviation at 5-mile Gate ...................................... 1896 IOO 0 0 IOO 0 O
Bogalong to Marsden ..................................................... ........................ 1883 6,445 i3 I 170 O O
Berry to Barrengarry ......................... .................................................... 1893 2,438 10 II 534 7 6
Brooman to Nellegen.................................................................................. » 1,218 1 6 229 4 0
Bolocco to Popong.........................................•.......................................... 1895 67 9 4 24 5 0
Bermagui to Quaama .............................................................................. 1890 849 i7 I 71 16 8
Bermagui to Cobargo .............................................................................. 1895 1,112 3 7 •364 4 4
Bermagui to Tilba Tilba .................................................................... . M S1® 5 6 200 O 0
Bow’s Lane, Corowa..................... ............................................................ 149 18 8 17 13 0
Baulkham Hills to Dural...................... .................................................. 1894 968 11 IO 183 6 II
Blacktown, via Riverstone, to Box Hill.................................................. 1873 4,051 1 2 140 3 7
Blacktown, via Seven Hills, to Windsor Road....................................... 1895 422 10 II 243 1 3
Blacktown Eoad, via Digbt’s Hill, towards Richmond Bridge .......... 1896 34 12 O 34 12 O
Bulga Eoad to West Portland.................................................................. f) 5i 6 0 S' 6 O
Barham to Newrer’s Bridge..................................................................... 1895 237 13 IO 121 3 10
Bell Station to Mount Wilson............................................. .................... 1896 167 0 O 167 0 0
Bingie to Dwyer’s Creek .......................................................................... 1895 * 68 8 0 41 18 0
Barrengarry to Nowra .............................................................................. ft 767 8 3 385 5 0
Barrengarry and Nowra Road to Lumsden’s Corner .......................... ' *t 170 2 8 103 1 II
Bunters to Myra Yale .......................................... ................................... •JJ 337 6 7 147 14 7
Binda, via Junction Point, to Tuena................................. .................... J> 288 8 5 103 19 9
Bannister’s to Gorman’s, near Gullen ................................................... 105 17 9 15 18 0
Belmont Eoad, via Box Hill, to Bell’s Line.......................................... 1896 74 15 2 74 i5 2
Bell’s Line to Putty .................................................................................. 1871 14,001 19 3 773 3 II
Blaxland’s Ridee, via Moran’s Rock, to Upper Colo .......................... 1888 1,274 16 2 300 2 6
Bowenfels to Lidsdale ................................................................. ............ 1890 l,388 15 O 239 II 2

Bowenfels to Stony Point.......................................................................... *895 328 13 10 143 9 6

Bowenfels to Parana................................................................................. 1896 136 16 9 136 16 9
Blackheath to Hat Hill .......................................................................... 1895 171 17 9 118 15 O
Blackheath to Megalong ............................................. ............................ 602 11 O 209 IO 3
Bathurst to Icely ...................................................................................... 1893 696 11 9 168 6 3
Bathurst, via Blayney and Cowra,to Grenfell...................................... 1870 118,517 1 4 2,013 11 9
Bathurst, via George’s Plains, to Burraga............................................ 1895 4,167 13 II 1,665 11 2
Bathurst to Bellview.................................................................................. » 237 0 5 90 18 9
Bathurst and Monkev Hill Eoad to Elrington Public School .......... 1896 19 13 4 19 13 4
Blayney, via Grahamstown, to Millthorpe .......................................... 1883 3,526 13 I 292 18 9
Blayney to Neville................................................................................................................... 1877 11,263 13 5 280 15 3
Biayney to Forest Reefs .......................................................................... 1880 4>7I4 10 I 204 2 8
Blayney to Guyong ........ ......................................................................... 1881 3,068 7 6 117 5 O
Blayney to Barry ..........................  .......................................................... 1883 1,768 0 4 141 19 9
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Eettjbk op Expenditure on Public Works—continued.

Work, and where situated.
Whether 

Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defrayed

When
Com

menced.

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1857.

Amount 
expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897,

HOADS AND BRIDGES—continued. & s. d. £ s. cL
Blayney to Hockley ............................................................................... r 1895 887 5 8 374 14 7
Blayney to Brown’s Creek ..................................................................... 1896 276 I 9 276 1 9
Bull Ridge to Isabella River ................................................................. i895 251 17 3 42 0 O
Brundah towards Marengo .................................................................... 1890 957 4 7 97 7 2
Boree to Manildra ........................................................................ 1895 179 4 O 90 O O
Bourke to Barringun............................................................................... 1888 3.878 2 4 215 5 3
Bourke to Hungerford .......................................................................... i 1885 7.530 r9 2 601 IO 3
Bourke to Wanaaring .................................................................... 3 ) 7.603 45 4 787 2 II
Bourke to Wilcanma Crossing, near Woodlands ................................ IS96 I 8 O I 8 O
Bogan Gate to Dandaloo......................... ............................................ 1 i89S 192 O O 92 4 O
Broken Hill to Menmdie ....................................................................... 1892 957 12 4 104 6 0
Broken Hill to Cobham .......................................................................... 1887 2,67^ 5 IO 215 9 6
Broken Back Bridge to Bennant Hills ................................................. 1891 1,097 16 6 120 H 5
Brolgan Tank to Condobolin .................................................. t............ 1894 661 XI 7 141 II O
Bridgewater to IJlundrv ...................................................................... 1895 7°4 18 10 3° 5 T4 I
Balmain, over Iron Cove and Jfarramatta River Bridges, to Kjde .. . 1893 S.^o 15 5 656 13 6
Bankstown to Rookwood Station............................................................. 1886 2,678 I 0 10 19 4
Bettmgton’s Lane, Dundas ................................................................. 1891 201 3 4 26 *3 4
Black's Road, from Eagan's Road to Calabash Road . .. . 1896 5 O 0 5 0 O
Bav Road, from Calabash Road towards Lloyds ............................ 15 O 0 15 0 O
Beran’s Bold, from Berowra Creek to Bayfie'd .................................

1895
25 O 0 25 0 O

Brewarrina to Eugowra .................. ............................................ 79 15 7 4 4 O
Brewarrina to Engoma Embankment, Biree River Bridge................ 1896 47 4 4 47 4 4
Brewarrina to Barrawin Road............................. . ........... .................... i895 45 17 H h 6
Belmore Road ....................................................................................... 1856 S2 IO 0 32 10 0
Bottle Forest Road ................................................................................. J9 !9 7 19 19 7
Barrington to Junction of Barnett and Little Manning Bivers.......... 33 89 I 0 89 1 O
Baker’s Creek, via Herbert Park, to Lockaher ................................... 72 II 2 72 11 2
Bingera to Rockley Creek ........ ...................................................... 33 •S8 4 10 138 4 IO
Budgeon to Gilgandra .............................................. ........................... >3 56 12 10 S® 12 IO
Bmna Burra to Byron Bay...................................................................... 321 9 5 321 9 5
Bexiull to Pearce’s Creek.......................................................................... JJ 224 l6 0 224 16 O
Broughton Pass to Wilton Post Office .................................................. 33 34 5 3 34 5 3
Ballma, Tenterfield Road, to Savilles .. ....................................... ,, 76 r9 10 76 19 IO
Blaxland’s Crossing to Werombi Post Office ................................ 36 2 0 56 2 0
Blanchett to Burn’s Point Ferry.............................................................. 33 383 19 5 383 19 5
Bargo River to West Bargo............................................. ................... 33 73 14 7 73 14 7
Bra wstone to Coutt’s Crossing .... ............................................... 33 55 9 1 55 9 I
Bargo Biver to Hill Top, with branch to Buxton............................. 102 10 8 102 10 8
Bellengen Road up South Arm ............................................................. 162 19 O 162 IQ O
Barrengarry to Yarra Yarra ................................................................... ,, 39 8 6 39 8 6

O
Barrengarry to Parish’s Farm................... ................... ............... f repair, and dated + 6l 14 6 6e 14 6
Branxton to Pokoibin Hills and Cessnock Road ................................ construction. Revenue. 74 O 0 74 O O
Bendula Road to Jack’s Corner .............................................................. 63 O 0 63 O O
Branxton to Hunter River at McMullan’s................... ....................... 27 O 0 27 O O
Baulkham Hills School to Toongabhie ................................................. 5° O 0 50 O O
Bullock Wharf down right bank, Mangrore Creek ............................. 33 65 7 8 65 7 8
Blackheath to G-ovett’s Leap .................................................................. 33 9 5 0 9 5 O
B ullock Wharf to head of Poprau Creek .............................................. 33 75 14 0 75 14 O
Beaconsfield to Little Rrver .................................................................. 7‘ 10 2 71 IO 2
Bullock Wharf to Great North Road at Buckley............................... 56 4 2 56 4 2
Bumble Bill to Mangrove Creek.............................................................. 78 14 8 78 i4 8

86 6 O 86 6 O
Broke, via Nine Mile Creek, to Munimbah and Singleton Road .. . 37 O 2 37 0 2
Broke Road, via Warkworth Road, to Jerry’s Plains Road ............. 34 0 O 34 0 O
Bendemeer to Retreat Station................................................................. 18 4 O 18 4 O
Barber’s Creek to Barrengarry ...... ..................................... 33 538 7 O 538 7 O
Burradoo to Kangaloon Road................................................................. 31 72 18 8 72 18 8
Bowmng to Binalong ............................................................................. 3 3 170 15 5 170 15 5
Boxtree Road to Sandy Creek................................................................. 33 28 7 O 28 7 O
Bulga Ellenborougb Road .............................................. ...................... 3 3 2 6 6 2 6 6
Bawden’s Bridge to Jacky’s Creek.......................................................... 33 5 O O 5 O O
Back Creek to Riycr Bank ..................................................... . ............. i ,, 29 19 9 29 19 9
Bilumbil Creek to Cowan’s................................................................. . | 3) 238 18 4 238 18 4
Burke’s Grant Road through......................................... ......................... 33 240 6 5 240 6 5
Ballma to Byron Bay Road to tbe Beach............................................... 3) 90 16 IO 90 l6 IO
Belmont Road to Dudley Road .............................................................. 33 27 5 6 27 5 6
Blaxland’s Ridge Deviation..................................................................... 33 14 15 O 14 15 O
Bevondale to Narrawa ..................... ........................................................ 17 10 O 17 10 O
Bermagui to Cooma and Eurobodalla (Exploration) .......................... 161 II IO l6l II IO
Bywong to Road Gminderra towards Bungendore .............................. >3 14 18 0 14 18 0
Bonnie Doon to Goulburn-Windellema Road ............. ...................... )J 5i 6 2 51 6 2
Burke’s Paddock to Demondrill Butter Factory ............................... 31 7 9 31 7 9
Bomaderry Railway Station to Nowra Bridge .................................... S3 55 9 O 55 9 O
Bombala to Delegate Road near Ten-Mile to Nelbothera .................. 33 22 4 5 22 4 5
Bullenbong Creek Crossing...................................................................... r 33 30 O 5 3° 0 5
Black Range Public School to Chinese Gardens .................................. 33 17 9 0 17 9 0
Bungowannah Cemetery to Moorwatha................................................. 33 106 19 3 106 !9 3
Bongongolong to Coolac Railway Station .............................................. 33

i894
46 I I 6 46 II 0

Crabb’s to Lloyd’s..................................................................................... 3H O 3 66 4 8
Cowlong to Marom Creek . .................................................... 1890 1,819 18 6 237 2 9
Clunes to Stagg’s .................................................................................. 1887 1 475 II O 152 15 3
Clunes to McKenzie’s .......................................................................... 1890 937 2 9 91 9 O
Clunes lo Gibson’s ... ..................................................................... i895 60 0 O 26 18 7
Clunes to Beardow’s.................... ............................................................ 1896 154 7 5 154 7 5
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Return of Expenditure on Public Woeks—continued.

Woik, and where situated.

HO IDS AND BRIDGrES—continued.
Clunes to Binna Btrra . .........................................................
Casino to Mount Lindsay Koad at Reynold’s.......................................
Casino to Mount Lindsay . . . .. ................... .....
Casino to Coraki ..... . . . ..
Ca-mo to Ellangowan . . . ........................ ...
Casino to North Codrmgton Road to Tomki Public School.............
Casino to North Codrmgton . .................... .
Casino to Myall Creek........... ...............................
Coraki to Broadwater ........................................................................
Coraki to Wyrallah ..................... ................................
Coraki to Tuckunmbal .........................................................................
Coraki to Tuckunmbal Road at N E. corner of portion 26 to River 

Bank.
Coraki to Myall Creek ........................................................................
Coraki to Swan Bay ...................... ........................................
Coraki-Wyrallah Road to North Codrmgton Wharf ..................
Chatsworth to Woodburn ....................................................................
Calabash Ridge to Calabash Bay..........................................................
Copmanhurst, via Morrison’s, to Smith’s Creek .......................... .
Carramana to Soeland’s ......... . ...............................
Carramana to Eatonsw ill ... . .........................................
Coff’s Harbour to Sharp’s ..... ..........................................
Coolatai to Wallangra ................ ...............
Cobbedah to Rocky Creek .... ................................
Cregan’s, via Rosehill, to Rocky River ..........................................
Collarendabn to Narrabri ...............................................
Collarendabn to Angledool . ..............................................
Coonamble to Tundabrme Creek........................................................
Coonamble to Combogolong ......................................................
Coonamble to Gilgandra ................................................................
Coonamble towards Baradme . . .... ...
Coonamble to Warren ... . . . ............................
Coonamble towards Billaroy ...............................................
Congarini, up Tayloi’s Arm .. ..................................... . .
Congarmi to Rolland’s Plains . ............................................
Congarini Road, at L'nkya Public School, to Tamban Road . .. .
Coast Road to Rolland’s Plains ..... .........................................
Coast Road to Campbell’s.....  ....................................................
Coast Road to Perrett’s . . .......................................................
Coast Road to Sullivan’s ................... ......................................
Coopernook, via Cattai Creek, to Harrington .................................
Cedar Party Road to Taree and Wingham Road .. ................
Cedar Party Road to Nambucca Heads ...........................
Cedar Party Road to Dimond’s ..........................................................
Cedar Party Creek up Killabakh Creek .........................................
Cameron’s Crossing to Monll Creek ........................ ..............
Cessnock, via Mount View, to Millfield ............... .................
Cessnock to Allandale Station ..................................... ..........
Cessnock to South Boundary of Josephson’s ................................
Cooranbong to Mandalong .... .............................................
Cooranbong to Dora Cieek Platform .......................... .
Cooranbong to Freeman’s Waterholes .. ........................
Cooranbong and Humphries’ C.P. to top of Watagan Mountain . .
Charlestown to Dudley.....................................................................
Charlestown to Lake Mscquane at Warner’s Estate ..................... .
Clarencetown, via Glen William, to Brookfield . .................... .
Clarencetown to Dungog ................. ................................
Clarencetown to Limeburner’s Creek....................... ................ .
Clarencetown to Thalaba . . ..........................................
Coonabarrabran to Bomera.................................. .....................
Coonabarrabran to Timor Rock.........................................................
Coonabairabran to Mundooran ..................... ............ .
Coonabarrabran to Malally............. .........................................
Coonabarrabian to Black Slump ........................ ...........
Coonabarrabran, vu Madderty’s, to TJlamamba .............................
Coonabarrabrao to Tenandra ............................. ..........................
Currabubula to Pilkrway .. .. ...........................................
Chandler Bridge to foot of Jeogla Mcmlain ..... ...................
Copeland-street, Beecroft, to Terry s Creek ......................... ........
Commandant Hill to Port Macquarie ... .....................
Copeland-street, Beeeroff, to Pennant Hills..............................
Coolah to Cassihs .. .. ........ ..................... ......................
Cooper’s Elat Road, up Karakooia Creek ... ...................................
Chatham to Taree and Wingham . ....................................
Copmanhurst to Upper Smith’s Creek ..........................................
Croki to Mam Road ............ .....................................................
Cochran’s to Duncan’s ..................................................................
Cheer’s Hill to Algomera Junction ....................................................
Cundle, via Savilles, to Coopernook............. .....................................
Cowan Creek Road .............................................................................
Cooney to West Hillgrove .................................................................
Corinda to Quambone ......................................... ............... ...............
Condong to Dm enbar ........................................................................
Cudgeon to Nome’s Head ...............................................
Coraki to Buckendoon .......................................................................
Cowan Creek to Waterview .............................................................

Whether 
Constructing or 

under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defrayed

r

\
\

\

Maintenance, 
- repair, and 

construction.

Consoli
dated - 

Revenue.

J

When
Com

menced

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to 
30 June, 1897

Amount 
expended from 

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1S97.

1887 
1896 
1876 
1886 
1890

1892
1873
1889
1888 
1892 
1896

£ s. d. 
7,078 5 11

36 1 o
16,120 19 11 
6.373 0 3 
2,071 7

268 6 8
2,442 4 10

28,131 5 11
1,447 18 8 
2.,55 ° 5 

53° 3 4 
12 5 10

£ s. d. 
232 17 5

36 1 o
851 8 4
611 14 10 
i57 7 ° 
147 6 3 
470 3 11 

1,068 12 4 
161 11 7 
293 4 o 
103 o 6 

12 5 10

1892
1893
1896
1890
1894 
1896 
1890

1884 
1874
1886
1893 1
1892
18951892 
189I
1894 
1S92
1895
1885 
1894
1896 
1894
1889
1894
1895
1884
1891
1893
1891
1890
1891

1895
1884
1896
1887
1892
1893
1889
1895
1896 
1877 
1884 
1896 
1891
jSgs
1891 
1887
1892
1895 

>»
1891
1893
1896

1894 
1896
189s
1896
1891 
1896 
1894
1892
1890

l ,,

1 3)2 17 8
4°3 12 6

59 19 3
5 552 19 z

no 0 0
25 7 0

225 16 11
546 IO 5

9.257 13 1
653 6 7

I3.5I5 19 5
710 0 4
644 6 6
976 3 11
275 8 1

1,207 5 5
2,821 4 1

3'4 9 0
2,050 7 1

123 0 9
4 78/ 14 4
5.938 5 9

29 3 0
303 12 7

1.542 12 IO

4.105 15 3
419 0 4

1,988 14 10
897 4 5
376 2 4
206 19 6
939 9 5
2 0 6 1

1,864 11 7
432 14 1

2,311 14 11
124 12 6
864 14 4

1,103 l6 5
885 15 2

2,066 14 11
135 II 2
180 O 0

21,379 7 8
3,960 9 9

163 9 2
2,437 15 9

95 0 0
6,096 12 11

5,782 0 0

2,581 2 0
150 0 0
727 12 0

573 H 0

i,i79 2 10
86 18 2

139 H 2
10 12 0

319 2 0

34 0 0
209 8

75 0 0
82 6 9

172 1 IO

1,653 16 10

557 18 1
86 1 IO

128 is II

334 17 7
553 13 4
119 19 8
169 8 2
5i 6 0

118 11 9

77 iS ° 
59 19 3 

i,i32 ” 5 
15 o o 
26 7 o 
43 8 6 
75 10 9 

810 15 8 
2210 o

179 7 o
42 16 2

164 11 o 
187 1 6
no 1 o 
216 6 7
499 19 3

74 12 8
548 17 6

29 19 11 
691 17 1

1,256 8
29 3 
67 7 o
59 3 5 

1,013 7 o 
164 7 6 
118 2 7
97 r4 9
91 17 6 
ic o o

246 9 11 
13 1 6

232 1 o
360 14 1
100 I 7 
124 12 0
98 1 1

128 3 10 
318 o 7

66 1 7
71 11 2

180 o o
879 13 2 
232 2 3
163 9 2 
185 6 10
50 o o 

708 1 2
565 I2 I 
300 o o

5° 0 0 
327 12 o 

80 o o 
283 I 9 
86 18 2
39 14 9 
10 12 o

150 o o 
34 o o 
70 14 6

75 0 0 
976

21 8 0 
126 12 O 
271 9 II
40 o o
52 9 II

158 17 7
207 19 6
7517 8
92 2 4
694

O
n O
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Return of Expenditure on Public "Works—continued.

Work, and where situated.
Whether 

Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defrayed.

When
Com

menced

If Unfiniished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended fiom

1 July, i8c6, 
to 30 June, 1897.

£ s. d. £ 8. d.r i895 782 12 6 2 QO IO 5
1892 749 4 7 5110 6
18S9 779 r9 0 4r4 0 8
i893 2,427 5 11 368 17 5
i?95 629 15 3 52 12 O
1890 3,897 2 7 70 5 4
l882 5,339 2 10 i87 9 10
1881 2,707 T9 6 184 15 5
1892 541 15 IO roy 6 II
1896 272 8 9 272 8 9
1892 3,800 3 9 550 4 5
188.1 1,071 4 4 60 19 7
1S82 4,289 12 O 396 7 0
1874 11,210 6 I 351 14 7
1896 JS 8 O 15 8 O

390 9 3 300 9 3
1896 32 7 6 S2 7 6
I892 675 2 5 27 10 O
l893 682 2 1 163 II 5
1891 172 3 7 47 15 2
1888 410 2 9 35 3 7
1896 300 3 6 300 3 6

• I89O 378 I I 7 59 J9 7
1896 36 8 0 36 8 O
1888 ■ 3,27i 8 11 82 13 II
1882 4>329 I 123 0 IO
1887 1,13° 3 8 118 17 6
1880 4,734 15 3 3” 7
1881 10,072 8 IO 955 1 3
1889 877 I I 2 120 17 6
i89S 383 l6 9 68 14 3
1892 4,879 14 II 834 16 5
i879 18,742 8 9 991 I 2 8
1887 2,495 9 2 251 1 O
i879 4, >65 !7 I 227 5 8
i895 324 9 6 186 15 6
1896 5 12 O 5 12 O

• >> 168 8 3 168 8 3
1885 1,941 15 8 1 14 II 9

■ i895 227 3 7 40 17 I
1892 1,003 14 3 205 6 IO

Maintenance, Coneoii- 1,987 12 2 433 16 8
^ repair, and dated - 1882 l6,692 0 0 288 14 O

construction. Revenue. 1892 767 19 10 72 19 7
1891 1,103 10 6 140 1 6
i875 7,240 !7 II 05 7 5
1891 £5° 0 0 74 2 4
1896 29 5 6 29 5 6

,, 50 l6 10 50 16 IO
1887 2,050 5 0 389 3 7
1892 1,521 4 5 360 6 2
1896 352 19 3 352 19 3

1880
234 18 9 234 18 9

4,708 4 O 78 1 O
1892 676 2 2 183 2 6
1882 12,416 6 6 226 11 8
1896 no I 7 no 1 7
i893 412 4 5 164 6 8
188 3 4,907 I 7 394 11 7
I892 2,790 I 9 385 9 2
1896 158 2 6 158 2 6
188s 6.822 12 8 1,092 13 2
1881 7,957 18 O 464 14 4
i895 IOO 19 7 15 7 O

r39 7 I I 73 4 4
,, 308 l6 10 122 2 O

i) 138 0 6 31 1 O

1896
I08 6 0 41 13 O
90 0 0 90 O O

i895 34 11 0 18 3 O

i894
1,084 7 2 381 10 5

84 0 O 22 1 O

)> I69 5 9 49 19 3
1884 788 8 8 32 0 4
i895 133 15 4 62 2 O
1894 163 12 IO 27 6 O
1878 2,2QQ 8 II 87 4 9

1 i893 2,622 13 6 629 0 2
I896 83 I I 2 S 83 II 2
i895 232 I7 IO 81 8 I
1896 S6 8 6 56 8 6
1895 508 5 0 199 12 8
1879 2,122 12 5 166 14 3
1894 559 '3 I 204 17 8

I896 207 O O 207 O O

. t. 1891 I,9°3 8 O 329 10 9

ROADS AND BRIDOES—continued.
Game’s Hill, via Bringelly, to Greendale ............................................
Campbelltown to Narellan ...................................................................
Camden Municipality to Weroinbi........................................................
Camden to Oaks.......................................................................................
Collector to Gundaroo ...........................................................................
Collector to Gunning ...........................................................................
Collector, via Currawang, to Xiranna,.*............................. ..................
Collector to Bredalbane ..................................................... ..................
Cotta Walla to Roslyn...........................................................................
Crookwell to Bigga ................. ........................................................
Crookwell to Mount Wayo ....................................................................
Crookwell to Laggan and Binda Road ................................................
Crookwell, via Grabben Gullen, to Gunning........................................
Crookwell, via Gullen and Laggan, to Taralga....................................
Crookwell, via Lagsan to Taralga, to Scabbing Flat............................
Crookwell to Gunning ...........................................................................
Carter’s to Pomeroy ................................................................................
Captain’s Flat to Norongo ......................... ........................................
Captain’s Flat and Cooma Road to 24-iniIe post .................. *......... .
Cowra Road, near Rosebrook, towards Bredbo....................................
Cathcart to Bibbenluke Junction ........................................................
Cathcart to New Buildings ..................................................................
Cragie to Delegate...................................................................................
Craigie, via Quinburra, to Border .......................................................
Cobargo to Waibilliga ...........................................................................
Candelo to Wyndham ................................. ........................................
Cooma to Green Hills ...........................................................................
Cooma to Bobundarah ............................................................................
Cooma to Jindabyne...............................................................................
Cooma, via Rosebrook, to Cowra...........................................................
Cooma, via Mitfcagong, to Murrumbucca ............................................
Cooma to Nimitybelle .............................. ...........................................
Cooma, via Jiudabyne, to Kiandra................................. ......................
Cooma, via The Peak, to Dry Plain.............................................. .........
Cooma to Count*a-guinea, via Big Badger............................................
Cooma, via Dandalong, to Kydra ............. ..........................................
Cooma, via Mawson’s Mill, to Murrumbucca........................................
Coolringdoo to Buckley’s Crossing ........................................................
Cootamundra to Stockinbingal Bridge ................................................
Cootamundra to West Jindalee ............................................................
Cootamundra to Junee............................................................................
Cootamundra to Binalong.......................... ;...........................................
Cootamundra to Temora .......................................................................
Cootamundra, via EilrusU, to Wallendbeen .......................................
Cootamundra, via Ironbong, to Bethungra ........................................
Cootamundra to Coolac...........................................................................
C X)tamundra to Berthong ....................................................................
Cootamundra, via Gregory’s, to Jugiong ............................................
Cootamundra to Suburban Areas ........................................................
Coolac to Gobarralong ...................... ................................................. .
Coolamon to Cowabee ...........................................................................
Coolamon, via Springwood, to Mimosa ............................................. .
Coolamon to Berry Jerry.......................................................................
Carabost to Kyambal............................................. '.............................
Conargo to Old Goree Bridge................................................................
Culcairn to Germanton...........................................................................
Culcairn to Yerong Creek......................................................................
Culcairn to Walbundrie...........................................................................
Corowa to Pincy Range ..................................................................
Corowa to Coreen and Jerilderie Road at Momalong .... ...................
Corowa, via Merton, to Mulwala ..........................................................
Coonong towards Urana ........................................................................
Carrathool to Hillston ............................................................................
Camberwell to Goorangoola Road at Kermode’s ................................
Courabyra to Oberne................................................................................
Candelo to Bembooka ......................................................................
Condong to Palfrey’s................................................................................
Cadgangarry to Bpper Brogo ...............................................................
Carathoul to the Grazier’s Meat Export Co’s. Works........................
Camberra Post Office to 7-mile post on Uriara Road ........................
Carragabal, via Bimbi and Thuddungra, to Clifton............................
Cawdor to Westbrook ............................................................................
Charleyong to Mayfield Junctim ........................................................
Clarendon to Cornwallis ........................................................................
Clarehill’s Wharf, via Sackrille Post Office, to Page’s Ferry............
Caloola to Trunkey ................................................................................
Caloola Road to Newbridge....................................................................
Cobborah to Gilgandra...........................................................................
Cobborah to Denison Town, at Dunedoo to Stills.................................
Cobborah to Denison Town.......................................................... ;........
Carcoar to Felltimber Creek ................................. ...............................
Carcoar to Millthorpe and Cadia Road ............................................... .
Carcoar to Flyer’s Creek ........................................................................
Carcoar to Hobbj’s Yards .............................................................. .
Carcoar to Hobby’s Yards Road to Road Newbridge to Abercrombie., 
Cudgegong to Wollar ............................................................................
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Return of Expenditure on Public "Works—continued.

Work, and where situated.
Whether 

Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defrayed.

When
Com

menced.

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

ROADS AND BRIDGES—continued.
<

& S. d. £ s. d.
Cudgegong to Wollar, near 13-mile Post to Mungliorn Range ......... r 1896 58 9 9 58 9 9
Cudgegong to Piambong .......................................................................... 1S95 134 IO 8 59 IO 8
Cudgegong to Reedy Creek...................................................................... 1873 2,215 IO 0 363 6 7
Cud gegon g to Merendee .......................................................................... 1896 107 7 6 107 7 6

Cudgegong to Hill End ................................................................ ........... 1873 27,729 4 9 43° i4 6
Cudgegong to Rjlstone.............................................................................. 1883 4.597 12 9 315 H 4
Cudgegong Village to Rylstone................................................................ 1885 3.463 0 9 215 IO 3
Cudgegong to Home Rule .................................................................. . 1881 1,692 3 IO 76 18 0

Cudgegong to Denison Town .................................................................. 1893 5.7r9 H 9 1,176 9 8
Camboon, via Pyangle to Dungaree ...................................................... 1896 38 18 2 38 18 2

Cowra to North. Logan.............................................................................. 1890 322 12 3 71 9 7
Cowra to Koorawatha .................................................... .......................... 1875 6,851 15 7 59 9 0
Cowra, via Darby’s Falls to Hovell’s Creek .......................................... 1883 2,969 l3 1 206 11 0
Cowra, via Binni Creek, to Walli .......................................................... 1886 2.373 2 3 142 19 2
Cowra, via Goolagong, to Forbes ............................................................ 1878 5.359 *3 1 553 17 8
Cowra to Canowindra .............................................................................. 1880 S-SH 3 1 635 6 6
Cowra to Breakfast Creek.......................................................................... 1888 2,918 2 3 302 1 4
Capertee to Glen Alice............. ................................................................ 1896 149 9 2 149 9 2
Cargo to Canowindra.................................................................................. 1882 3,483 2 11 229 14 4
Cargo to Cudal .......................................................................................... 1883 3,247 3 4 159 18 11
Canowindra to Eugowra .......................................................................... 1876 6,431 9 9 196 13 9
Canowindra to Goolagong ..................................................................... 1890 827 3 8 94 12 11
Cumnock to Balderogery .......................................................................... 1888 1,524 IO 5 120 3 1
Cumnock to Eurimbula.............................................................................. 1896 28 12 O 28 12 0
Cullenbone to Cobborah ........ ................................................................. 1890 9,770 s 8 1,094 1 10
Cummin’s to Four-mile Creek.................................................................. 1896 IOO O 0 IOO 0 0

Cobar to Wilcannia .................................................................................. 1895 949 19 6 404 8 4
Cobar to Nyngan ...................................................................................... 1887 2,075 18 4 70 II 0

Cobar to Hillston ...................................................................................... 1889 2,458 4 IO 289 19 8
Cobar to Louth .......................................................................................... 1893 403 7 6 120 O O

Cobar to Bourke.......................................................................................... 1895 3,563 15 3 123 11 O

Cobar to Balarabon .................................................................................. 1896 ”5 O 0 115 0 O

Curra Creek to Balderogery.............................................................. ....... 1880 9,993 6 3 !94 19 O

Curra Creek to Arthurville ...................................................................... j? o-m 17 9 III O .6

Cudal to Barrigan Hall.............................................................................. ! 1895 249 10 9 59 i3 10

Centennial Park Roads.............................................................................. J 1887 62,876 17 7 i,577 8 0

Comleroy to Sackville Eerrv...................................................................... j 189s 271 2 9 169 14 3
Cox’s to Rydal Road................................. ................................................ „ 269 5 6 214 7 6
Catholic Chapel, Baulkham Hills, to Seven Hills Road .......................1 }> 3r 12 2 IO IO 11

Cullen Bullen to Carson’s Siding.............................................................. ; >» 139 17 6 29 13 6
Castle Hill to Windsor Road ..................................................................

1896
45 0 11 25 0 1

Cattai Creek, at Clarke’s, to Fisher’s ...................................................... 34 0 0 34 0 0
Cattai Creek, at Pearce’s, to Great North Road, at Black’s .............. 5) 50 0 0 50 0 0
Cattai to Rous Hill ................................................................................. JJ ’ 4o 5 0 4° 5 0
Carberry’s to Chrystal Creek .................................................................. 3) 29 0 0 29 O 0
Crabb’s Creek Railway Station to tbe Coast..................... .................... ,, 103 0 0 103 0 0
Converting Cvlinders into Rollers .......................................................... 33 88 19 0 88 19 0
Cucumbark School to Kramback Road, via Champion Creek to the

Cemetery.............................................................................................. 31 l6 0 0 l6 O 0
Corinda towards the Barwon .................................................................. ,, 98 8 4 98 8 4
Cameron’s Falls Ford, Wauchope to Beechwood .................................. 33 84 O 0 84 0 0
Coolongolook, near Worth’s, to Curreki Gold Fields .......................... » 29 IO 0 29 IO 0
Chinbible to Davidson’s ......................................................................... 33 S2 II 0 32 II 0
Cooranbong, along west boundary of Cooper’s land .......................... 3) 42 II 8 42 II 8
Crossing over Deep Creek, at Lasseoek’s .....  ....................................... 33 23 16 6 23 16 6
Coif’s Harbour, Coramba, main Road to upper Bueca Creek Gold

Fields .................. .............................................................................. 286 2 7 286 2 7
Camboon to Pvangle.................................. ............................................... 33 O l6 8 0 16 8
Condobolin to Wyalong .......................................................................... !> 23 14 0 23 H O

Condobolin to Euabalong.......................................................................... 33 74 ,8 3 74 18 3
Cowpasture to Water Channel............................................. ................... 33 l6 II O 16 11 O
Camboon to Rvlstone Deviation .............................................................. ,, IO 8 9 10 8 9
Cross Roads on South boundary of Bega Municipality ...................... 33 IO O O IO 0 O
Coodradigbee to Nottingham .................................................................. 33 25 O 0 25 0 O
Carwoola to tbe Tinderils.......................................................................... ,, 130 9 0 130 9 O
Collector to Tirannia Road to Run of Water to Windellama Road ... 35 l6 0 35 16 O
Calabash Public School to Young, Burrowa Road .............................. 9 7 0 9 7 O

15 0 1^ O O
Calabash Road, from Fagan’s Road to Calabash Hill.......................... >3 30 O 0 30 O O
Calabash Hill to Calabash Bay .............................................................. 3> i5 O 0 15 0 O
Cattai Creek at Glenerie towards Wigginton’s ......................................

!S93
I5 O 0 15 0 O

Dungowan, via Port Stevens Spuf to Swamp Oak .............................. 1,070 I 6 276 11 9
Dungowan Creek, south hank of river, to Cadell’s Station.................. 1892 97i 6 O 30 0 O
Dungog to Thalaba .................................................................................. 1896 85 13 6 8S 13 6
Dutton’s to Marone Creek ...................................................................... 1890 1,12 I 7 3 123 IO 11
Deepwater to Torrington .......................................................................... 1888 3,i67 4 O 348 18 3
Drinan’s Gate to Gresford ...................................................................... 1896 67 O O 67 0 0
Darkwater Bridge up left bank Belmore River.......... ........................... 1888 1,421 7 3 75 12 6
Darkwater Bridge up right bank Belmore River and Branch Road .. l892 830 9 0 15 4
Dungog to Weismantles .......................................................................... 1883 18,320 6 4 402 7 7
Dungog to Forsterton .......................................................................... 1877 2,753 r9 IO 128 1 8
Dungog to Underbank .............................................................................. 1892 7,263 5 8 437 17 8
Danger’s Creek, via Glendon Fost Office to Drinan;s Gate.................. 1896 75 O O 75 0 0
Dunmore to Clareneetown.......................................................................... 1887 8,637 18 4 359 14 7
Dunmore and Clareneetown Road to Seahatn Punt............................. 1896 i34 3 8 !34 3 8
Dunmore ti Paterson Bridge .................................................................. J _ 1880 3,328 4 3 152 0 I
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Uetukn of Expenmtuke on Public Works—continued.

Work, and where situated

HOADS AND BRIDGES—continued.
Dunmore to Pilla-nay ........................................................................
Dunmore and Seaham Road, via Butterwick’s, to Dunn’s Creek ...
Dumaresq Island Roads .....................................................................
Dun, via Colly Blue, to Bomera............................................................
Deep Creek to Busby’s Flat..................................................................
Duval to Pearson’s ................................................................................
Doran’s up Mullumbimby Creek.........................................................
Dungay to Skinner’s.................................................................................
Deegan’s to Irving’s .............................................................................
Dalmorton to Chandler’s Creek ...........................................................
Doran’s to Reisley’s ............................................-..................................
Darke’s Forest to Heatlicote Road ................................................
Dalton to Narrawa .............................................................................
Delegate to the Border, near Bendock .. ., ...........................
Delegate, near Currawang, to Wollonddly... , , . ..........
Delegate, via Currawang, to Wollondilly, at Stringy Bark Range ..
Delegate to the Border, near Kirkanong .............................................
Demliqum to Urana .......................................................... ...........
Denihquin to Colimo .......................................................................
Denihqum to Wakool Bridge ....................................................
Deniliqum to Wanganella.........................................................................
Denihqum to Mbama .............................................................................
Demliqum Municipal Boundary to Wendook .....................................
Demliqum, via Aratula, to Tocumwal ............................. . ...
Demliqum to Boomanoomar.a.................................................................
Demliquin. via Moonee Swamp, to Finlay ...................................
Doughboy Hill to Bungendore ... ...........................................
Dangalong Road to Tom Grogan’s Creek ............................................
Douglas Park to 13-mile peg on Mount Keora Road .........................
Diamond S wamp to Tarana......................................................................
Dubbo to Obley.................................................................. !....!.
Dubbo to Cobborah ...........................................................
Dubbo-Gilgandra Road at Brocklehurst to Burrawang ....................
Dubbo to Peak Hill .................................. .................................
Dubbo-Gilgandra Road at Medway to Collie ...............................j’., .
Dubbo to Gilgandra ..........................................................................
Dubbo - Gilgandra Road at Brocklehurst to Gonoo Dam.....................
Dairy Creek to Galley Swamp .................................................... ......
Defence Road to Pittwater Road ............................. ...........
Dog Trap Road to Pheasant’s Nest ............................................. ",.......
Dripstone to Newrea Bridge ...................................................
Duramana, via Peel, to Lime Kilns Road.............................................
Dingo Creek Road to Marchfield ...........................................................
Dr. Forbes’ Farm to River Bank at Pimlico ........ ....................
Dondmgalong to Cos’s Bridge ..................................................... . '
Deep Gully Road to Coral Lane ......... ... ..........'..............
Drain through J. Manuel’s property, Watson’s Bay ....! ..... ".
Deep Creek Crossing, Cootamundra to Temora.....................................
Dignam’s Creek to Bermagui ...............................................................
Dural-Windsor Road, towards Smith’s...............................................
Dural-Galston Road, at Public School ................................................
Eureka to Duraby .................................................................. _
Eureka to Gay’s .. . ..................................................
Emmaville through Rose Valley..................................... .........................
Emmaville to Deepwater ..........................................................................
Emmaville to Strathbogie ............ .........................................
East Kempsey to Spencer’s Creek and Branch Road ...................."
East Kempsey to Spencer’s Creek at Ball’s River (bank protection)
East Kempsey to Verge’s Swamp .........................................................
East Kempsey, via Dungay Bridge, to Sherwmod.............. ...
East Kempsey to Coast at Crescent Heads..................... . ..
Erma, via Kmcumber, to Terrigal ..................................... ...
Ennis and Gowne Road to Carney’s and Branch to Somerville’s Gate
Ellenborough Bridge towards lackey’s Bulga ............................
East Maitland to Freeman’s Waterholes.................... .
Ennis Road to Glen Esk Upper Plains.................................................
Elrington to Araluen ................................................................................
Eurobodalla to Nerngundah .......................r..........................................
Eden, via Kiah River, to Timbillica ...............................................
Eden to Sturt ..................................................... ................
Eden-Pambula Road in approach to Pambula River Bridge .........
Eden to Pambula ....................................................................................
Eden-Pambula Road, near Pambula Lake, to Day’s Selection ......
Eden, Pambula Road, to Mount Gahan...............................................
Exeter to Mam South Road.....................................................................
Exeter towards Mery la ..........................................................................
E. McGuire’s to Pitt Town Bottoms ... .....................................
E. McGuire’s, via Cattai Creek, to Clarke’s ........................................
Essex Road, East Carlingford ... ...................................................
Eastern Plains to Tenterden ..........................................................
Evan’s Plains to Perth.............. ...................................................
Eslie’s to Four-mile Creek ...............................................................
Eatonswill to Copmanhurst ............................................
Eastwood Road ................................................... ...............................
Ellalong to Wallaby Gully...................................................................
Emigrant Creek at Bishop’s to Reserve 1,036 .......................................

Whether 
Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from w hich 
the Expens 
is defrayed

When 
, Com
' menced

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expendituie to
30 June, 1897

Amount 
expended from 

z July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

£ s. d £ S. d.
r 1896 15 0 0 15 0 0

>> 40 0 0 40 0 0
1891 483 2 5 5919 0
i89t 2,08314 0 575 18 IO
1890 1,446 IO II 189 13 7
i895 33 6 1 22 17 4

>> 382 12 9 !34 9 7
399 5 7 106 14 7

1896 42 16 0 42 16 0
i89S 40 7 0 4 14 0

Jf 5°4 5 11 304 3 0
1892 481 15 3 78 7 10
l8§2

4475 3 4 288 7 0
1 'f87 £66 16 2 27 I O

1891
993 >7 3 Il6 9 9

1 1896
2315 0 23 15 0

i89S 90 10 0 10 0
1874 21,751 4 IO 390 6 10
1895 524 18 I 324 18 1
1892 1,519 2 8 248 9 0

1,787 11 9 392 19 0
1891 1,183 0 2

197 15 61896 19 O O 19 0 0
1893 942 11 9 149 4 2
1895 1,131 8 7 596 14 2

)> 525 4 0 124 4 0
j j 178 10 8 80 17 6

1896 42 9 2 42 9 2
26 16 1 26 16 1

1894 412 1 8 148 9 1
1S78 6,607 14 5 133 18 0
189O 4,067 16 5 463 0 1
1896 27 6 0 27 6 0
1895 SOO I.J. 2 506 15 9
1896 no 0 0 110 0 0
1891 6,814 5 IO 1,210 3 5
1896 15° 10 6 150 10 C
1895 jys 9 7 87 10 9
1888 2,378 2 2 232 8 1
1895 117 12 6 27 12 6

ty 401 6 5 3°5 5 5
189 17 8 51 !7 8

Maintenance, Consoli- 1896 40 0 0 40 O O
repair, and dated -( „ 92 6 2 92 6 2
construction Revenue. „ 137 0 0 137 0 0

47 8 0 47 8 0

>> 7 14 1 7 i4 1
}> 8 0 0 SOO

» 50 0 0 50 0 0
j) 20 O 0 20 O O
jj 500 500

1888 1,113 19 8 257 6 8
1891 215 18 10 27 2 II
1896 3° 10 0 30 10 0
J89S i,339 6 5 409 6 1
1885 2j392 2 ii 157 6 8
1877 7,06314 0 644 10 2
1896 3°4 14 6 304 14 6
1895 123 16 7 40 0 3
l880 3,275 16 10 170 8 0
1889 i 842 6 7 252 15 0
i893 1,26416 9 383 2 9
i895 389 3 11 248 19 11
1896 88 6 0 88 6 0
1891 5,7i3 6 9 600 5 4
1895 387 9 11 235 12 II
1870 3,241 1 7 94 0 3
1889 1,237 7 9 57 5 3
1896 30 11 6 30 11 6
1879 8,oo6 7 2 376 4 8
1896 153 16 9 153 16 9
1881 8,037 8 9 300 16 0
1896 18 4 6 18 4 6
1895 15 7 7 612 7

iJ 4i5 16 3 204 5 3
1896 49 15 2 4915 2
1893 252 8 3 79 2 0
1896 53 8 7 53 8 7
1895 58 0 0 1800

yy I29 12 II 44 13 9
yy 160 10 6 52 7 10
yy 119 12 4 79 i4 8
„ 18 12 0 8 16 0

1896 98 0 0 98 0 0
1895 55 4 9 3 0 0

yy 66 4 2 36 5 9

14—L
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Ketubn of Expendituhe on Public "Woeks—continued.

Work, and 'where situated.
Whether 

Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from w hich 
the Expense 
is defiayed.

When
Com

menced

KOADS AND BRIDGES—continued.
Ei^ht-imle to Puddle Dock ... ................................................
Elsmore to Kangaroo Camp . ......................................................
Eugowra to Bendogundra Railway Platform ................................
Eastern Road, Turrumurra ................................. ...........
Eastern Road, Gordon to Lane Gyve to Cowan Creek at Bobbin Head
Eccleston to Upper Aleyn River .. ................................................
Enfield Road to Reiby’s Grant ..................................... •
Embankment m approach to Yanko Ciejk Budge ...........................
Embankment in approach to Tocumwal Bridge ..............................
Fox’s to McCormack’s..........................................................................
Eidden’s Wharf Road ..........................................................................
Eernmount to Tysons .... .. . .. ...................
Flanagan’s Swamp to Upper St. Leonards and Orandumby.........
Flyer’s Creek to Dorneys ....................................................................
Flyer’s Creek to Forest Reefs .............................................................
Foot of Burrogorang Mountain up the Wollondilly River...............
Fitzroy Fall**, via Belmore Falls, to Rosegall Road ......................
Foxlow, ma Carwoola, to Seven mile post.....................................
Fountamdale Estate Road on..............................................................
Four-mile Tree to Char’ton ................................ ......................
Forbes to Gunmngbland Junction......................................................
Forbes to South Condobolin ..............................................................
Forbes to Condobolin .....................................................................
Forbes to Goolagong......................................... ...................................
Forbes to Grenfell..................................... .................................
Forbes, via Parkes and Alectown, to Peak Hill ..............................
Forbes to Parkes Deviation .................................................................
Favell’s to Byng ..................................................................................
French’s Forest to Pittwater Road, Greendale and D.Y...................
Fleck’s to the Quany .......................................................................
Fall’s Creek to Jervis Bay .................................................................
Forster’s Gate to Barber’s Creek ....................... .............
Forster’s Gate to Well’s Creek ......................................................
Flemming’s Hill to Grono’s Farm .................................. ...................
Flagg’s Road into Mernvva..................................................................
Footpath m Approach to Bullock Island Railway Bridge ..... .
Floodgates, Saltwater Creek, Jones’ Island ......................... .............
Fernbank C eek to Glen Ewan .................................................
Frenchman’s Lane, Deviation at . ..........................................
Foot of Gornck’s Hill to Wilberforce..............................................
Forest Hill towards Gumly Gumly .........................................
Fiogmore to Reed’s Flat, via Short’s and Dowms’ Selections ........
Granuaile to Bangalow .............................................................
Gunduumbah to Marshall's .............................................................
Goonellabah to Rous ......................................................... ..................
Grafton, via Glen Innes, to Inverell ........................
Grafton, via Southgate to Broadwater Road, to Gears......
Grafton, via Southgate, to Broadwater ... ’ i
Grafton, via Southgate, to Broadwrater, towards High Ground and

Flood Reserve ......................................................................
Grafton to Flying Horse ..................................................................
Grafton and Inverell Road to Glen Elgin Mines ................. ....
Grebert’s to Solfenno . ... ..........................................
Grafton, Corinda Road, at Genugil, to the Ulmarra-Corinda Road
Glynn’s to Nymboida . . ................................. ............... . . ...
Glen Innes to Red Range and Bear Hill ..........................................
Glen Innes, via Wellmgrove, to King’s Plains ..............................
Glen Innes to Shannon Yale..... ..........................................................
Glen Innes to Mount Mitchell ....................................................
Glen Innes, Red Range Road, at Green House, towards Kookabookra
Glen Innes to Emmaville .. ...........................
Glencoe Station to Mount Mitchell .......................... ....
Guyra to Glencoe ............................................................................
Guyra to Sandy Creek ........................... .......
Guyra to Kangaroo Camp . ........................................................
Guyra to Kangaroo Camp Road to Tapps.........................................
Guyra to Oban and Kookarbookra . . . .....
Gundy to Timor ...... ...................... ........................
Great North Road up Dry Creek ............................................
Great North Boad to Tubbamurra ......................................... .<
Green Hill Ferry to East Kempsey and Sherwood
Gostwycke to New Park ................................................. .......
Gostwvcke to Yogel’s Selections .....................................................
Gosford to the Blood Tree .............. ..................... .
Glennie’s, via Chillcott’s Flat, to Camberwell and Goorangoola Road .
Gunnedah to MaUlly ......................................................................
Gunnedah to Wandobah ..................................................................
Gunnedah to Carroll, north bank Namoi ......................................
Gunnedah to Burbmgate ................... ..............................
Gunnedah to Somerton .. .. ...................................................
Gunnedah to Boggabn ......................................................................
Gloucester to Copeland .....................................................................
Gloucester to Cobark ......................................................................  .
Green’s Lane to Hartford Gully.....................................................
Geraghty’s to Bryant’s.......................................................................
Great North Road, near Uralla, to Big Ridge ................................

Maintenance, 
» repair, and 

construction

Consoli
dated

Revenue.

1890
'895
1896

1889
1892
1895 
1866
1896
1894

1896
1890
1895
1886
1896
1890
189s

1875
1891
1888 
1896 
1881 
1890
1895
1890
1893
1896
1889 
1898

189s
1882
1896
1890
1891
1888
1889 
1893 
1896
1890 
1S94 
1880
i88S
1S91

1896

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to 
30 June, 1897.

& s. d £ S. d.
1895 73 6 6 34 l6 O

208 17 6 124 3 10
>1 265 18 4 185 4 4

1896 276 9 1 276 9 I
>) 33 14 6 33 14 6
>) 54 O O 54 0 0
)> 102 5 O 102 5 0
>> 249 12 9 249 12 9
„ 333 O 0 333 O 0

1892 984 4 0 131 12 2
1893 I08 3 0 48 2 0
1894 164 4 8 33 ■ 7 6
1891 582 18 6 175 O O
1884 3,927 7 8 359 J3 10
1895 99 18 3 8 II 3
1882 1,807 13 II 270 8 5
1890 3,335 it> I 411 5 3
„ 1,597 1 7 311 14 9

1896 3° 0 O 3° O O
1890 893 !5 4 “3 l6 II
1883 5,244 8 O 490 7 O
1882 12,492 12 9 1,097 8 6
1879 11,804 5 II 325 12 0
1896 SH 19 4 3'4 !9 4
1895 81 3 10 79 0 0
1878 9,098 II 3 78 7 1
1896 12 4 O 12 4 0
1884 i,7'3 10 I 171 18 0

I >245 
124

22 
8

18

23

23 
8

27
24 
23
16 
60
17 

2,620
597 
296 

288,191 
S® 

3.o; 9

9 10
6
6
6

19
I?
15

1
5
1
o

19
14

Amount 
expended from 

1 Julj, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

12 6

159
47
22 

8
18
23 
25

8
27
24
23
16
60

54 
129 
271 

5 924 
38

2 o 
2 10 
9 IO 
6 8 
6 8 
6 6

!9
17
i5 

1 
5
1
5
2
8 4 

17 10 
10 2

9 ”

11 0 O 11 0 0
10,088 16 5 525 14 3

46 5 0 13 J7 0
6,287 15 2 429 18 10

56 0 0 56 0 0
401 3 3 33 5 6
272 15 4 15317 5

9,577 4 6 21811 4
561 10 3 79 9 9

1,577 7 7 8318 0
21 8 3 21 8 3

8,212 13 2 230 *9 5
i,3J5 4 1 48 15 0

811 7 7 323 r4 0
493 5 7 10 6 0

3,078 i4 1 456 17 10
9 9 0 9 9 0

2,553 3 6 113 2 4
55 13 0 55 13 0
30 11 0 30 11 0
28 6 0 28 6 0

327 4 3 268 6 9
7,5oi 17 11 275 0 10

27 0 0 27 0 0
3,369 9 2 204 13 2

l86 13 11 34 0 *0
7,270 1 4 464 13 3

3o° 9 5 38 9 0
277 5 8 71 1 0

7
i,97i

325

5,540
3,335

248
7°4

22

19 o 
18 1 
14 6 
10 3

2 9
3
8 10 

14 11

7 19 
230 1

75 18 
487 12 
298 19

26 l8
76 4
22 14 II
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Return op Expenditure on Public Wokks—continued.

Work, and where situated.

KOADS AND BRIDG-ES—con^wwe^.
Goorangoola Road to Carrow Brook .....................................................
Goorangoola, Bowman’s Creek Road, at Ritter’s, &c.,to Rosis Selection
Goorangoola Road to Bowman’s Creek......... ........................................
Goondiwindi towards Moree ..................................................................
Gresford to Eccleston ............. ...............................................................
Gresford to Lostock ..................................................................................
Gresford and Eccleston Road, via Parkes Creek, to Dungog..............
Gara to Kunopia ................................................................................. .
Gosford to Cooranbong..............................................................................
Gosford and Cooranbong Road to Tuggerab Lakes (Cobb’s Road) ...
Gosford,and Cooranbong Road to Swansea ............ ........................... .
Gosford to Madens Brush ......................................................................
Gosford to the Blood Tree Road to Somersby Waterfalls .................
Gosford and Terrigal, Haven Road to Davis Town ..............................
Gosford and Cooranbong Road, via Jilliby and Mandalong, to Gosford

and Cooranbong Road ...................................... . ...........................
Gosford to Wallabadah ............................ ..............................................
Gosford to Tuggerah Beach......................... ............................................
Gosford and Blood Tree Road to Narara Station..............................  .
Gosford and Cooranbong Road to Carrington Apiary..........................
Gordonville to McEadden’s............................. ............................... ........
Green Ridge to Knight’s Farm ..............................................................
Goulburn to Cooma .................................................................. ...............
Goulburn to Pomeroy ..............................................................................
Goulburn to Roslyn ..................................................................................
Goulburn to Mount Wayo .......................*.................. ...........................
Goulburn Municipal Roads.....................................................................
Goulburn to Mummel Bridge..................................................................
Goulburn to Bungonia......................... ....................................................
Goulburn to Taralga..... ............................................................................
Goulburn to Windellima ..........................................................................
Goulburn to Windellima Road towards Bungonia ...............................
Goulburn, Cooma Road, near 23 Mile post to Currawang ..................
Gunning to Berrybanglo ..........................................................................
Gunning to Gundaroo ................................................................. ............
Gunning and Dalton Road to Burrowa ..................................................
Gunning, via Dalton, to Burrowa, towards Douglas..............................
Gininderra to Gundaroo ............. ........ :..................................................
Gininderra to Bungendore ......................................................................
Galong, via Kalangan, towards Marengo .........................................  ...
Galong to Burrowa ..................................................................................
Gundagai to Bongongolong.....................................................................
Gundagai to Wantabadgery......................................................................
Gilmore Creek to Reilley’s Crossing ......................................................
Glenroy to Mundaroo ..............................................................................
Glenroy to Coppabella..............................................................................
Germanton to Jingellic..............................................................................
Germsnton to Cookardina ............. ........................... ............................
Gerogery to Howlong ............................................. ................................
Gerogery, via Jindera, to Bungowannah ..............................................
Glenquarry to Yarrunga..........................................................................
Gerogery Station to Walla Walla ......................................................
Germanton to Bowler’s Gap .................................................................
Grattai to Sally’s Flat .................................. ........... ...............................
Grenfell to Forbes......................................... ............................................
Grenfell, via Weddin Gap, to Bimbi ......................................................
Grenfell to Goolagong..............................................................................
Grenfell to Quondong...............................................................................
Grenfell, via Bimbi, to William’s Crossing ..........................................
Guntawang, via Wellington, to Goolma..................................................
George’s Plains to Caloola ......................................................................
Goodooga to Brewarrina ..........................................................................
Glasson’s Woolshed to Moorilda........ .....................................................
Gulgong to Martin’s Crossing..................................................................
Gulgong to Jackson’s Crossing ..............................................................
Gladesville, via Gordon to Pittwater .................................................. .
Granville to Main South Road (Woodville Road) ..............................
Girilambone to Cannonbar ......................................................................
Galston Road to Bcrowra Creek..................................................... ........
Grong Grong to Devlin’s Siding .......................... ...................................
Grong Grong to Warri..............................................................................
Grong Grong to Narrandera...................................... .......... ....................
Graman to Ottley’s Creek .................................................. ...................
Galston to Dural .......................................................... ...........................
Galston to Fagan’s ..................................................................................
German’s Hill to Boro..............................................................................
German Hill to Kite’s Swamp ..............................................................
Gobondry to Bogan Gate Railway Platform ......................................
Great West Road to Wentworth Falls Reserve ..................................
Gladstone along Boundary Race Course..................................................
Gilgandra Biddin towards Tinderbrine .......*..................................
Gori Gate to Duri Platform ..................................................................
Goondiwindi Road towards Kunopia ......................................................
Glen Ora, down the River ..... ................................................................
Green Yalley to Kentucky Platform Crossing Main North Road......
Green Bills to East Kempsey to Sherwood Road at Euroka...............

Whether 
Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defrayed.

When
Com

menced.

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

£ s. a. £ B. d.r 189s 278 15 7 54 *4 O
1896 12 10 O 12 IO O
l895 IOO 0 O 80 0 O
1896 73 8 O 73 8 O

» 227 O 0 ' 227 O 0
280 O 0 280 0 0

„ 5° O O 5° 0 0
79 3 6 24 2 ■9

1892 3.965 *3 8 6-64 9 6
1895 186 3 II 45 *9 3

1896
704 *4 9 294 *7 11
36 O O 36 0 O

i895 s? *5 O 57 *5 O
1896 9518 9 96 18 9

i895 . 92816 3 561 4 5
1896 . 10 I O IO I O
*895 833 10 8 329 *7 4
1896 78 6 I I 78 6 II

I23 *9 6 123 19 6
1895 4°5 9 4 *45 2 9

I69 O 6 122 IO 6
1874 129,860 l6 IO *,243 9 6
1880 5,399 3 3 202 17 O
1878 8,712 I I IO 269 3 8
1892 i,755 II 3 *75 0 O
1896 75 O 0 75 0 O
1892 ',525 *3 9 222 12 8
1874 7,472 IO 2 169 16 9
1888 9,598 18 IO 3£o 0 O
1876 9,75i 2 O 242 0 8
1896 35 IO O 35 *0 O

>> III 18 4 III 18 4
1891 652 *9 0 107 I 2
1893 1,266 7 5 304 *4 2
1892 i,654 6 6 599 *9 4
1896 19 O 10 19 O IO
1892 2C,0 IO 10 44 9 5
189O i,473 16 5 120 5 2
1892 915 16 2 211 O O
1890 1,173 18 3 94 *6 6

Maintenance, Consoli- 1883 3,166 II 2 98 4 2
}> repair, and dated < 1892 891 8 O 140 O O

construction. Revenue. l872 3,9*0 IO 7 104 7 3
1890 836 3 5 20 O O
1896 57 7 9 57 7 9
1886 5,022 5 6 l6o 7 O
1883 2,i57 4 6 66 14 O

- 1881 12,108 IO O 304 *7 4
1876 6,450 *5 7 • 161 13 5
1896 258 16 6 258 16 6
1876 6,975 l6 6 115 6 O
1895 362 12 O 53 ** O
1888 4,o'3 4 I 399 3 IO
1887 3,478 10 92 4 II
189O 1.015 7 IO 75 0 0
1885 3-544 l6 122 12 5
1890 567 6 11 4 6
l882 5,343 *4 8 115 10 O
1878 12,566 5 2 231 14 7
1894 509 *9 5 103 6 IO
1895 4l6 *4 7 116 7 0

» *43 I 6 71 II 0
1896 l6 *5 10 16 15 10

>> 37 8 9 37 8 9
189O 1,746 5 4 456 10 O
1889 1,817 *4 4 73 7 O
1896 48 I 1 48 i I

1895
63 O 0 63 0 O
9816 10 39 *9 6

525 *5 7 146 18 II
>> 101 *3 5 43 *3 55J 99 *5 0 7 0 O

I896 43 IO 0 43 10 O
5) 75 0 0 75 0 O
i> *39 *9 2 *39 *9 2

120 I 0 120 I Ol86 *5 0 186 15 O
„ *7 *5 0 *7 *5 O15 18 O 0 18 0 O
>j 49 7 0 49 7 O
jj 23 IO 0 23 10 O
jj 39 8 1 ■ 39 8 I
jj 141 *9 8 *4* *9 8
n 23 18 0 23 18 O
,j 4* 3 8 4* 3 8
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Rktubn of ExPENDiTrEE on Public Wobes—continued.

ork, and wheie situated
1

Whether 
Constructing 01 
under Repairs

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defiayed

When
com

nenced

If Lmtimshed, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 18^7

Amount 
expended from

1 Julv, 1896
Jo 30 June, 1S97

BO ADS AjSD BBIDG-ES—continued £ s d £ s. d
Glendon Milk Factory to Lower Mitchells Flat . 1 r 1896 49 12 0 49 12 O
Ginkm to Edith . 14 8 0 14 8 O
Great West Bead ti Silver Water Whaif . . . 25 0 0 25 0 O
Grabme to Woolbiook ....... it 139 IO 0 139 10 O
Glenbiook S ation to Mam West Bosd . ... „ 25 5 3 25 5 3
Grogan, iia Dinga Dingi, to Stoekmbmgal ........... 3214 2 S2 14 2
Gibb’s to Coggm s (Old Pegai Road) ................ )» 50 0 0 50 0 0
Glen Murray Road ... .. „ 256 11 6 256 11 6
Gallop’s Creek to Bowmng and Tass ... . ... . it 17 12 O 17 12 0
Green’s Gunyah towards Bond’s . . ... ,, 25 JS 0 25 !5 0
Gilmore Boad, from Fagan’s Bead, to Mumoe’s ... ........... ti 15 0 0 15 0 0
Glenhaven Boad, from Great Noitli Boad, towards Kellyville .. ,, 15 0 0 15 0 0
Galston to Middle Duval ..................... ............... >1 20 O O 20 O 0
Galston, Fagan’s Boad, to Thomas’ Selections . .. . i895 I29 O O 5 0 0
Howlong to Tocumwal ..... . 1896 78 8 1 78 8 I
Howlong to Walbundry ... . . 1892 4 728 16 0 59 17 6
Howlong to Goombargona . . ... 1896 98 9 3 98 9 3
Hay to Boohgal .. . ... ... .. . 1883 12,298 4 9 450 8 4
Hay to Gunbar................... ... .. .. 1879 7,072 8 0 143 6 10
Hay to Darlington Point .. ... . 1896 75 0 0 75 0 0
Hay to Wanganella .. . 1881 863 9 ' 1 127 4 1
Holt’s Flat to Tantawanglo .. . ................ 1892 140 19 4 109 19 4
Hartley to Jenolan . .... 1890 8,352 6 5 788 2 8
Hill End to Duramana . 1887 i,3x3 16 9 J39 12 11
Halfway House, via Abattoirs, to “ White Bay Hotel ” ...... 1885 3.935 4 4 292 I 4
Hornsby to Galston ....... .... . i893 7,214 2 7 615 9 6
Head of Popran Creek to Wharf, Hawkesbury Biver ............. 1896 32 4 0 32 4 0
Hill Top to Mam South Boad ................... ........ . >} 69 0 9 69 0 9
Haydonton Bailw ay Station to Dwyer’s ... ... >1 12 00 12 0 0
Hewitt’s Hill to Petersen’s . ................ ,, 93 16 6 93 16 6
Hobby’s Yards to Long Swamp ... . ....................... . tt 10 0 0 IO 0 0
Henty to Pleasant Hills . . . tt 53 I 5 53 1 5
Hairfield Boad, from Calabash Eidge, to Armitage ... ...

1883
lo 0 0 10 0 0

Harwood to Chatsworth ... ................ I i 525 16 lo 43 1 2
Harwood, ma Serpentine, to Chatsworth ,.. ................ I89O 1,207 15 9 142 7 9
Holey Flat to Stewart’s Biver .................... . . I889 1.323 9 1 272 14 3
Harper’s Hill to Allandale Bailway Station ... ... 1879 777 9 64 l8 11
Hillgrove to Perrett’s . ............................................ 1895 1,202 4 6 621 l6 1
Hayden’s to Watson’s (West Nimbin Boad) .. ............................ 1891 1,710 i 9 l88 2 4
Hamsville, via Mullimbimbi, to Byron Bay......................................... i8?4 2,373 H 7 686 15 11
Hartigan’s, up North Arm ......... . . ... iS95 461 13 1 203 15 4
Hexham to Williamstown ............ ............... ...........

1887
512 0 1 239 8 7

Hinton to Mount Kanwary ... ... . ............... 1,712 I3 O 115 2 8
Hexham, ma Baymond Terrace, to Limeburner’s Creek ... . 1884 6,716 5 0 570 10 7
Henty Station to Munyab'a ..... . 1892 911 11 s III I9 3
Humula to Kyamba . .. .. ... . 1896 50 0 0 50 0 O
Hay to Balrarald ..................................................... . ... 1887 10,526 10 10 126 2 IO
Hillston to Boto ... . . i895 S18 5 9 138 2 6
Hillston to Cudgelhco . . . . ...*................... it 462 16 2 i47 7 6
Helensborough West to Heathcote, Bulb Pass Boad ......................... „ 4>6 5 3 390 19 1
Heatheote to top of Bulb Pass ... .

OO
N

CO i.443 7 0 120 l6 5
Hoskmgtown to Harold’s Cross .. . ... 520 16 8 S8 4 3
Humula, via Umbango, to Tarcutta ........................................ 1892 590 11 2 99 18 6
Inverell to Gum Flat . .... 1889 2,015 II 2 132 II 8
Inverell, via Elsmore to, Glen Innes Boad .................. 1884 7,co8 4 8 290 IO 8
Inverell to Bundan a ............. . . 1892 891 90 233 12 IO
Inverell, ma Tmgha, to Kangaroo Camp . 1893 1,785 2 0 312 15 2
Inverell via Middle Creek, to Kangaroo Camp ... . . .. 1896 24 17 0 24 17 O
Inverell, to Dmton Yale . . .... ........................... 1885 1,769 5 8 148 14 IO
Inverell to King’s Plains .. . ... . » 3,829 6 8 369 7 3
Inverell to Wallangara ...... . .. 1878 19,463 17 6 1,070 10 2
Inverell to Wanalda . . . .. 1877 23,680 6 1 1,240 10 10
Inverell to Strathbogie . . ... 1894 2,353 14 9 501 19 7
Inverell to Texas ...................... ... ............................................ 1878 13,985 !5 8 579 16 7
Inverell Bmgera Road to Bobby Whitlow Creek . 1896 49 18 6 49 18 6
Inverell Boad, at 23 mile post, to Yetman Boad, at 10-mile post .. 45 '2 0 45 12 0
Inshtown to Wollum Platform ... 145 8 6 S8 19 6
Ironbarks to Boolcarrol . . .... ... 1888 2,829 16 0 S02 15 O
Illawarra Boad from Lugarno Ferry to Little Forest . .. . 1896 20 O O 20 O O
Illaboo Bailway Station to Eurongilly ................ ......................... i895 98 19 3 48 19 3
Illaroo Boad to Brown Mountain .. .. . I896 73 18 6 73 18 6
Junee to Cooba Creek Bridge ................... . ... . 1891 662 10 4 1I7 3 7
Jesswolgan to Uralba .. ... ... ,. 189I 595 16 ° 81 19 5
Jericho, over Big Swamp ... . 1890 1,04017 4 220 O 0
John’s Biver Whaif to Upper Stewart’s Biver .... ... 1,298 9 4 198 10 6
Jerry’s Plains to Denman ................. 1884 2,260 2 9 88 3 4
Jeiry’s Plains to Oakhollow ...... . .................... . 1896 4712 9 47 12 9
Johnson’s Bridge to Moonbi Station ....... . ... l892 339 7 6 50 0 O

Jilhby Jilhby to Little Jilhby ................. . .......... 1895 414 15 6 86 18 10
Jugiong to Murrumbuirah ... . ... ................ 1887 2,736 2 8 107 19 3
Jindabyne to Ingebyia ....................... 1892 387 II 9 106 3 10
Jingellic to Kancoban .. . . ....... . .. ,, 1 937 16 1 244 5 9
Jerilderie, ma Yanko, to Goolgumbla . . .. 1891 1,019 6 10 106 8 O
Jerilderie to Tocumwal ... . ............ 1884 4031 13 1 217 5 3
Jerilderie to Berngan . ... ............... . 1890 3,020 1 8 91 4 10
Jerilderie to Clear Hills „ ....................................... 1894 631 2 3 66 15 0
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Eetthot of Exfendittjke on Public 'Wo-rx.s—continued.

Woik, and where situated.
Whether 

Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defrayed.

When
Com

menced

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897

Amount 
expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

•
£ s d £ s d

r
I 1895 i,285

i,7°6
II I 237 .1 6

i 1888 11 6 105 9 6
1895 58 3 26 12 O
1896 250 8 O 250 8 O
1895 296 IS 7 143 12 4
1896 32 12 8 32 12 8

„ 93 O O 93 0 O
24 13 4 24 !3 4

1889 3.297 0 II 232 14 2
1890 7.907 11 I i,59z 10 II
i894 6,847 7 5 1,808 0 I

)) 114 IO 9 82 8 O
1893 236 15 7 67 O O

t) 7.4'2 14 5 i,34i 15 O
1895 i’2S5 16 5 700 O O
1890 239 16 I I 34 9 8
1894 374 14 8 139 *9 2
1896 20 15 O 20 15 O
JSqS 2,513 14 3 1,348 4 7
1896 99 6 3 99 6 3
i895 67 5 9 27 13 O
l882 2,148 8 2 99 z5 0
1896 45 IO 0 45 10 0
1888 2,089 0 6 193 1 5
1887 676 17 4 30 6 O
1888 1,219 4 I 137 2 4
I896 Il6 3 9 116 3 9
i895 121 17 8 22 13 I
1894 no 8 O 26 1 O
^95 241 9 5 142 IO O

J) 172 9 3 17 17 O
1890 I,°57 5 2 iS5 19 2
1887 11,240 I 381 13 O
1876 9,878 7 0 *77 4 9
1896 45 8 O 45 8 O
i89S O 5 18 15 4

,, 2,758 0 10 979 16 9
1878 7.773 15 6 281 2 II
1896 34 3 8 34 3 8

„ 4b i4 6 46 14 6
Maintenance, Consoli- 5* 25 O O 25 0 O

^ repair, and 
‘ construction.

dated < 
Revenue.

}>
JJ

54
100

5
10

O
8

54 5 
100 10

O
8

JJ 29 18 8 2918 8
JJ 20 9 6 20 9 6

♦ ,, 10 0 O 10 0 0
JJ 25 0 O 25 0 0

15 0 0 15 0 0
1891 493 8 5 55 H 8
1896 538 IO 53818 10
1883 21,252 I 7 788 10 0
1895 831 2 IO 415 7 10
i893 10,760 4 4 233 2 0
1896 38 2 4 38 2 4
i894 580 II 9 16416 9
1894 268 15 5 9117 O
1864 1:38,696 5 9 698 17 4
1887 3,106 9 10 39716 6
1890 1,069 18 7 135 1 6
1886 3,203 3 O 183 0 3
1890 44° l6 2 3410 O
1891 304 !3 3 3412 6
1892 1,768 2 II 462 12 9
1883 2,915 I IO 5412 6
i894 176 3 5 71 6 4
1895 470 J7 9 170 I9 3
1885 523 13 6 32 10 0
i894 6,882 17 5 1,776 11 8

1896
2,544 16 3 662 I3 2

120 O 0 120 O O
1894 340 !9 0 139 2 O
1896 30 0 0 30 0 O
'895 427 10 10 177 5 IO
1896 IOO 0 0 IOO 0 O
1890 3,393 8 11 232 3 4

7° 17 3 13 6 8
1894 2X1 l6 4 91 16 4
1896 61 2 8 6l 2 8
1887 834 7 4 82 6 4
1896 I I O O II O O
187s 3,086 7 4 81 14 5
i895 77 *7 9 27 12 O
1892 462 8 8 76 3 10

,, 1,755 16 9 255 11 2
1S93 158 4 IO 50 0 O

JJ 155 l6 3 19 18 O

EOADS AND BRIDGrES—continued.

Jerilderie to Careen . . '........... .............................................
Jmdera to Walla Walla ................................................. ................
Jindabyne to Wollondilly . . ..........................................
Jindabyne to Kosciusko (Exp1 oration) .... ................
Jones’ Bridge to West Blowermg.................................................
Jerry’s Plains to Doyle’s Creek ......................................................
Junction, Barnett and Little Manning Rivers, to Nowendoc......
Jacob’s Hill Deviation ....................................................................
Kynumboon to Nobby’s Creek ................................................. .
Kelly’s, via Sharpe’s, to Moonee......................................... ..
Kemp«ey to foot of Jeogla Mountain.....................................
Kmcumber to Lloyd’s WTiarf ................. .....................
Kmcumber to Little Beach .. ........................................
Krambach to Kew (North Coast Road) . . ..................................
Krambach to Tuncurry.....................................................................
Koree Island Roads . ... ....
Kayuga, via Baxter’s, to Aberdeen .. ................................
Kew, Rolland’s Flams Road, to Ctdar Creek ..............................
Kew to Rolland’s Plains......................... ........................
Kew, Rolland’s Plains Road, near 37-nule Post, to Heron’s Creek Wharf
Katoomba to Jenolan Caves . ..................................................
Kangaroo Valley, ma Brogher’s Creek, to Kangaroo Mountain........
Kangaroo Elat Road, at Junction to Woodton.................................... .
Kippielaw to Bialta . . .............................................................
Kippielaw, via Parkesbourne, to Bredalbane........................................
Kitty’s Creek to Dog Trap Ford .......................................................
Kiandra Read to Yarrangobilly Caves ..............................................
Kialla Post Office to Middle Creek........... ...............
Kiaila to Pejar .................................................................................
Kanoona to Candelo ..........................................................................
Kameruka to Bembooka ..............................................................
Kirkconnell to Sunny Corner..........................................................
Kelso and Palmer’s Oakey, to River Turon .....................................
Kelso to O’Connell ..............................................................................
Kelso to White Rock......................................... .........................
Kelso to Kel’oshiel ........................ ......................
Kelso to Monkey Hill .........................................................................
Kelloshiel to Gowan ............................................................................
Kayuga Road to Castle Rock ..... .......................................
Kangaloon to Waratab Factory ................. .... ...........
Kenthurst Post Office to Porter’s . . ...........................................
Katoomba to the Caves ....... ...............................................
Kelman’s Gate to Kirkton ....................................................................
Keera Crossing ...................................................................................
Koorawatha towards Grenfell........................... .......................
Knight’s Road from Bevan’s Road .....................................................
Kenthurst, Windsor Road near McClymont’s, towards Clarke’s ....
Kenthurst, via Cusbert’s, to Annan Grove..................... ...........
Lismore to Gundanmba ........................................................................
Lismore to Reisley .................................................................................
Lismore to Blue Knob (Nimbin Road) ................................................

, Lismore towards Nightcap ....................................................................
Lismore to Tucki ............................ ....................................
Lismore, Nightcap Road, to Dunoon and Arthur’s............................
Lismore to Beardow’s ................... ............................................
Little Plain to Reedy Creek...................................................................
Lawrence to Myall Creek ................. .................................................
Lycester Creek Bridge to Campbell’s .................................................

^ Levenstrath, via Kangaroo Creek, to Green’s ..................... .
Laris to Toohey’s Mill ........ .................................................................
Long Reach to Clybucca .....................................................................
Long Reach to Rainbow Reach ....................................*......................
Laurieton to Upper Camden Haven ................ ..............................
Lamb ton to Charlestown .. .. ................................
Lambton and Charlestown Road to Cardiff Road.........  ..............
Laguna to top Wattagan Mountain ................................... ..
Lochmvar to Railway Station .............................................................
Limeburners’Creek to Krambach .......................................... ....
Little Plain to Bmgera............. ..........................................................
Largs to Tocal ......................................................................................
Lochmvar, via Luskintyre, to Dalwood...............................................
Lochmvar to South of Boyces ........................ ............................
Limestone Hill to Newell’s Crossing ...................................... ...
Lostock to Carraboler ................................. ...............................
Little Bumble, via Millie to Meroe.......................................... ............
Long’s Corner to Canowindra .............................................................
Liverpool, via Holdsworthy’s, to Eckersley’s.......................................
Liverpool via Penrith, to Bringelly Road..........................................
Leighwood, via Golspie, to Stone^Quarry ........................... ...
Leighwood to Bolong River............................. ...................................
Laggan to Binda • . .. . . ....................
Laggan Road, via Strathaird, to Goulburn Road............ ...................
Laggan to Golspie ... . .. .... ...........................
Lower Tarcutta to Alfied Town ................ .........................
Loclnel to Back Creek .... ............. ...............
Larbert, via Reedy Creek, to Braid wood and Boro Road, to Hallett’s

1
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Return of Expenditure on Pubric WonKS—continued.

Work, and where situated.
Whether 

Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defraj ed.

When
Com

menced

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

ROADS AND BRIDGrES—continued. £ s. d. £ s. d.
Little -Forest to Canyonleigh .................................................... 1 r 1894 2.155 13 8 890 8 O
Loffcus Junction to Heathcote...................................................... 1896 52 10 9 52 10 9
Lithgow Municipality to Middle Hartley.................................. 146 9 2 146 9 2
Lidsdale to Wolgan ............ .......................................... 189.3 480 8 9 69 II O
Little Hartley to Hartley Vale Platform .................................... 1885 3.25° 6 5 181 9 O
Lowther to Gtambenang ............................................ ... 1890 1 10 36 ‘5 7
Lyndhurst, ma Abercrombie, to Bigga ............ ............. 1879 8,93° 13 0 385 5 2
Leeholme to Tarana and O’Connell ............................................ 1872 4,045 4 3 ”9 8 IO
Lucknow to Huntley ....................................................................... i895 210 2 7 ir6 IO O
Little Hartley to Low ther ...........................................................

1S96
198 9 7 12 I ‘3 7

Lucknow to Worboy’s Junction................................................... 469 10 8 469 IO 8
Lane Cove to Cowan Creek, at Bobbin Head ......................... 1884 1,166 10 5 90 2 4
Lane Cove Road, Turramurra, to Bobbin Head ....... ... 1896 25 0 0 25 O O
Lane Cove Road to Gordon Estate (Peat’s Road) .................... ,, 42 0 0 42 O O
La Perouse to Little Bay (Sanatorium Road) ........................... 1804 1,090 4 6 94 2 11
Lugano to Como................................................................................. 189s 428 w 3 I O 0
Loop Road, Glen Dural, to Brownlow Hill .............................. 1896 17 17 0 17 ‘7 0
Ludkie’s, ma Pee Dee, to Main Arundal Road........................... » 158 10 9 158 IO 9
liavadia to Ulmarra...................................................................... J) 40 0 0 4° 0 O
Lower Ash Island Punt to Maitland Road ... ................... >3 21 5 0 21 5 O
Lithgow to the Hermitage (Compensation) ......................... ,, 89 1 9 89 I 9
Latesland to Cedar Creek .......................................................... 33 4' 5 0 41 5 O
Murwillumbah to Blue Knob...................................................... 1894 2,776 8 11 732 2 I
Murwillumbali, ma Risley’s, to ’Possum Shoot ....................... !3 4,580 18 5 1,113 18 I
Murwillumbah to Oudgen Wharf ................................................ 1892 2,167 IO 0 435 l6 11
Murwillumbah to Queensland Border ........................................ 1891 2,628 12 5 307 IO 8
Murwillumbah to Brown’s Farm .................... ...................... 1896 32 2 S2 2 I
Murwillumbah, via Tumbulgum, to Terranora.......................... 1880 3,680 I 1 3°9 4 10
Murwillumbah, ’Possum Shoot Road, to Caden’s...................... 1896 Ir3 I t 0 ”3 II 0
Minmi to Thornton ...................................................................... 1878 4,864 6 5 204 II II
Mullumbimby, up Main Arm, BrunsuicK . ................. 1890 1,414 8 10 82 3 6
Maclean to Palmer’s Channel ............ .......................... 3} 936 l6 4 9i 6 0
M’Lean’s to Model Farm ....................................................... I896 74 6 0 74 6 0
Mcrriwa to Oassihs .................................................................... 1891 5,902 15 3 422 l6 8
Merrnva to Bunnan .................................................................... 1896 37 6 0 37 6 O
Mernwa to Ringwood ............................................................... lS95 27 J9 9 IO 8 3
Melville to Stockyard Creek .................................. 1S89 553 II 9 16 ‘4 0
Maybole to Ben Lomond Railway Station................................... . ... lS>2 273 I I 0 24 ’4 8
Moree, via Goonal, to Mogil Mogd . ................... 1887 5,963 I 10 19s ‘3 8
Moree Road, via Reeves, to Pallal Road, at Bangheet ......... 1894 191 O 6 43 4 0
Moree to Terry Hie Hie.......................................................... I892 L35i IO 8 167 8 8
Moree to Mungimdi ... ................................................. Maintenance, Consoli- I894 2,762 19 7 851 3 S
Moree to Bogamildi ... ....................................................... • repair, and dated -{ ^95 765 8 3 252 0 O
Moree towards Bmgera and Ezzie’s ............................................ construction. Revenue.

1894
1,234 9 2 529 10 8

Moonee to Conganni (Coast Road)................................................ 5,389 O IO 1,432 ‘9 0
Marx Hill to South Arm........... ........................................... 1896 147 r4 3 147 ‘4 3
Mosquito Island Road ...................................... .......................... 1894 163 14 2 33 ‘5 0
Mundooran to Timdabrme Creek ................................................ 189^ 995 W 4 305 4 6
Myers’ C P. to Never Never Plains .............................................. l884 2,i87 3 O ib8 IO 1
Marlee Road to Minns’ and Gillogley’s ..................................... 1892 88 IO 3 10 0 0
Moyocum to T} agarah ................................................................. ,, 7r3 6 8 155 11 4
Mitchell’s Island Roads .............................................................. 1887 2 06l 5 IO 179 16 9
Mornssett to mou‘h of Dora Creek ............................................ 1896 44 14 6 44 14 0
Maitland and Paterson Road to Dalwood ................................... , . I887 2,604 9 0 432 7 5
Maitland Road to Earl’s C.P........................................................... 1894 196 5 8 ‘23 8 0
Maitland and Dagworth Road along Wallis Creek . . . . . 1887 806 6 7 68 ‘3 5
Maitland Road to Broomfield Hill.............................................. 1896 67 O 0 67 O 0
Maitland and Dagworth Road, ma Stanhope, to Eldershe ........ 33 102 10 4 102 IO 4
Morpeth and Largs Roads, Ac., to M'Clymont’s Swamp..... ... . i895 90 0 0 40 0 0
Morpeth to Four-mile Creek ......... .............................

iSpS
150 0 0 ICO 0 0

Morpeth Road, through Phoenix Park, to Largs....................... 54 0 0 54 0 0
Morpeth, via Hinton, to Dunmore and Clareneetown............... 1S92 8l2 5 9 ‘52 6 4
Morpeth to Largs . . ............................................... . . 1896 3° O 0 3° 0 0
MusweUbrook Bridge to Sandy Hollow...................................... , . 1888 4,922 7 11 269 16 11
Muswellbrook to Mernwa............................................................. i893 5,216 18 7 1,036 19 1
Muscle Creek Road .......... ........... ............................. 1896 76 15 8 76 15 8
Moonan Brook to Glenrock.................. ................................ 1895 209 6 O ‘39 6 O
Malally to Denison Town............................................................ l802 SG17 3 II 789 ‘9 4
Mail Station to Llangothlm Railway Station ......................... 1890 404 H 9 14 ‘9 9
McIntosh’s to Nymboida .................................................... ,, 2,276 4 I I 3‘3 3 2
McIntyre’s Flat to Puddledock .............................................. 1880 773 W 4 55 ‘7 IO
Macksville to Upper Warrell Creek ................. ....... 1886 574 7 IO 30 9 3
Macksville to Macleay Heads .................................................... 1885 1,267 8 II 76 5 0
Meehan’s Crossing, via Limestone, to Maloney’s........................ 1895 322 I I 4 ‘47 5 6
Manilla to Somerton...................................................................... I89I 364 5 0 49 O 0
Manilla to Crow Mountain ............................................................ 1896 24 !7 0 24 ‘7 0
Manilla to Hall’s Creek ............................................................. 15 O 0 - ‘5 O 0
McIntosh’s to Levenstrath ......................................................... 74 3 9 S2 ‘5 3
Mobbs’ Hill to Rogan’s Hill ..................................................... 33 647 8 10 454 18 4
McDonald’s Rner up Webb’s Creek ...................................... m 1893 3r7 4 6 Il6 I 4
McDonald’s River up Gorrick’s Run............................................ 1896 25 O O 25 O 0
Muswellbrook, via Dartbrook to Scone................................ 189S 26l 6 8 129 18 10
Moonan Brook to Glen Rock Deviation, at Campbell’s Pinch 3J 159 J9 7 1.9 ‘9 7
Moylan’s to the Beach .......................................................

I896
101 4 8 9 2 0

Murray’s Run to Bumble Hill...................................................... J i 153 I I O ‘53 II 0
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Work, and where situated.

HOADS AND BRIDGrES—continued.
Main South Coast Road, Jamberoo to Albion Park, Deviation at

Turpentine Hill.........................................................................................
Main South Coast Road, Jamberoo to Albion. Park, Deviation at

Gray’s Hill.................................................................................................
Menangle to Great Southern Road............................ .................................
Main South Road to Cobbity ........................................ ...............................
Main South Road to Bullio...,......................................................................
Main South Road to Jellore............................................................................
Main South Road to Picton Lakes ...............................................................
Main South Coast Road at Bateman’s Bay to Runnymede....................
Main South Coast Road ................................................................................
Main South Coast Road, near Campbelltown, to Wedderburn ...........
Mittagong to Argyle Road ...........................................................................
Mittagong to Glenquarry................................................................................
Moss Vale towards Jamberoo ........................................................................
Moss "Vale towards Kiama, Jamberoo Mountain Road............................
Moss Vale to Mery la.........................................................................................
Moss Vale to Barrengarry ............................................................................
Moss Vale, Barrengarry Road to Red Hill .............................................
Moss Vale, via Berrima, to Mandemar .......................... ..........................
Menangle to Stoney Creek ............................................................................
Mount Wayo, via Tuena, to The Abercrombie.........................................
Mummel Bridge, via Wheeo, to Narrawa..................................................
Mulwalla to Savernake....................................................................................
Mulwala to Berrigan, at Tanner’s Lane........................... ..........................
Marulan Taralga Road, at Bannaby, to Bullio.........................................
Marulan, via Long Reach, to Bannaby and Taralga .............................
Murrumburrah, via Currawang, to Eingsvale .........................................
Monga to Major’s Creek, Elrington ...........................................................
Major’s Creek to Snowball ........................... ................ ..............................
Mogo to Tomakin .............................................................................................
Mogo to Ryan’s Creek Bridge.......................................................................
Mortlock’s to Cowra Reefs ............................................................................
Merimbula to Jellat Jellat ............................................................................
Moruya to Araluen .........................................................................................
Mathoura to Bunaloo ........................ ......................... .................................
Moruya to Womban Road ............................................................................
Moulamein to Yanga........................................................................................
Moruya to Broulce .................................................................. ......................
Moama to Moulamein ....................................................................................
Moama to Thyra .........................................................................................•
Murrumbateman to Gininderra ...................................................................
Mittagang to Billyrumbuck................................. ..........................................
Monteagle to Monteagle Platform ........................ .......... ..........................
Main South Road to Burrowa ......................................................................
Main West Road to Chatsworth, via Mt. Capicure (Wallgrove Road)
Main West Road to Lapstone Range...........................................................
Main West Road to Cross Roads, Cabramatta........................................
Main West Road, Glebe, to Rookwood ......................................................
Main West Road at Eox under Hill to Seven Hill’s Road....................
Main West Road to Blacktown Road...........................................................
Main West Road at Castle Hill to Government Reserve ....................
Main West Road, Diamond Swamp to Road Meadow Flat, to Tarana
Main West Rmd, Katoomba ........................................................................
Mount Victoria to Bell’s Platform...............................................................
Mutton’s Falls to O’Connell............................................ .............................
Marangavoo to Meadow Elat ........................................................................
Meadow Flat, via Sunny Corner, to Palmer’s Oakey ....................... .
Mitchell’s Creek to Palmer’s Oakey ..........................................................
Millthorpe to Cadia ........................... .............................................................
Millthorpe to Lewis* Ponds............................................................................
Millthorpe, via Guyong, to Byng ..............................................................
Monkey Hill to Hill End...............................................................................
Millthorpe to Spiing Hill................................................................ ...............
Mandurama to Burnt Yards............................................................................
Mandurama to Canowindra............................................................................
Mandurama to Neville...................................................................................
Mount McDonald to Grabine ........................................................................
Matthew’s to Brown’s Creek ........................................................................
Matthe'w’s to Forest Reefs .................................................. .........................
Mullion Railway Station to Belgravia .......................................................
Molong to Norali Creek..................................................... ..............................
Molong to Manildra Road to Gregra Railway Station.............. .............
Molong, via Boree and Big Flat, to Cargo..................................................
Molong to Warne Station................................................................................
Molong, via Redbank, to Gumble ...............................................................
Murphy’s Hut to Cudal ................................................................................
Mumbil Railway Station to Burrendong..,..................................................
Mullion to Long Point.....................................................................................
Moorilda to Neville .........................................................................................
McGrath’s Hill to Maroota.................................... .......................................
Maryrele to Cobborah Road ................. ......................................................
Main West Road to Rooty Hill Station......................................................
Main Windsor Road to Toongabbie Road, over Hammer’s Bridge ...
Molong to Manildra .........................................................................................
Manildra to Toogong ....................................................................................

Whether 
Constructing- or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defrayed.

When
Com

menced.

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

A s. d. £ s. d.

1896 560 13 6 560 13 6

jj 169 15 0 169 15 O
189s 115 14 II 77 13 II
1896 69 18 6 69 18 6
1890 1,624 3 3 199 9 O
1896 IS 0 0 15 0 O
1894 2 68 19 1 16S 7 O
1896 22 13 0 22 13 O
1879 132,106 19 5 7,388 2 5
1896 148 IO 6 148 10 6
1879 1,810 IO 2 29 17 O
1896 118 6 0 118 6 O
1890 6,276 4 I 597 15 2
1896 113 O 0 113 0 O

1890
337 I 8 337 1 8

7.7-83 2 lo 634 2 4
- 1896 13 O 0 15 0 O

1890 L901 13 7 3S7 4 4
1892 459 2 I 63 10 3
1881 32.913 18 II 566 8 8

1892 2.545 12 5 3” 4 2
1895 230 l6 0 42 19 O
1896 198 0 0 198 0 O

14 18 0 14 18 O
1892 2,562 I I 360 l8 IO

1871
364 I I 56 8 7

6,681 3' 0 87 IO IO
1880 5.550 14 I 324 15 I
1887 841 18 II 26 17 II
1896 84 7 0 84 7 0

81 19 0 8t 19 0
1874 3,028 17 I 60 11 6
1865 32,432 6 5 528 6 4
1888 1,657 15 3 43 0 O
1896 22 5 3 22 5 3
1892 1,092 IO X 79 i9 O
1896 70 17 0 70 17 O
i875 14,218 0 0 337 i7 4
1892 814 0 5 214 Ip O
1893 656 8 8 . 230 IO 2

Maintenance, Consoli- 189I 145 33 2 36 9 6

* repairs, and da1 ed < 1895 219 3 9 40 0 0
construction. Revenue. „ 506 14 4 229 15 9

5> 145 3 5 40 19 0
„ 111 6 6 40 II 8

1893 5°5 5 lo 77 12 I I
1896 34 14 . 7 34 i4 7
1895 90 0 O 50 O O
1896 75 0 0 75 0 O
1895 102 19 5 16 0 O
„ 40 19 5 31 4 I

1896 139 5 lo 139 5 IO
1885 2,524 12 4 64 1 0
1890 611 9 I 126 6 6

5) 1,698 19 3 18618 0
1891 1,540 O I 320 3 7
1879 4,261 3 8 8 15 0
1878 8,651 13 0 MG

OCl 4
1890 1,461 IO IO 140 9 5
lS82 3.140 13 5 151 11 10
1876 10,594 14 3 242 13 11
I896 69 4 3 69 4 3
1889 . 786 13 3 72 O 0
1873 16,436 IO 5 182 4 3
189S 437 18' 11 199 9 IO
I889 1,038 13 4 3919 0
i88S 2,228 5 0 53 2 3
1896 82 l6 3 8216 3
1891 434 2 11 48 7 0
1890 658 18 3 7714 0
1896 74 8 0 74 8 0
1889 1,700 l6 4 129 15 0
1882 3,855 3 0 157 19 2

1896 46 O 0 46 0 0
112 IO 0 I 12 IO 0

1880 1,093 16 6 93 5 0

1896 73 19 O 73 19 0
i893 1,674 9 IO 548 0 0
1890 3,-339 13 6 399 10 11
1896 IOO O 0 ICO 0 0
1893 9° 18 0 0 2 3

37 O 8 28 O 8
» 484 9 198 4 6
JJ 15s 16 3 79 6 O
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Eettjen op Expenditure on Public 'Woeks—continued.

Woik, and where situated.
Whether 

Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defraj ed

When
Com

menced

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

EOADS AND BRIDGrES— & s. d £ s d.
Moronglo Creek towards Burrowa .................................................... 'i r 595 0 3 273 16 I
Milson’s Point, via Lane Cove Road, to Peat’s Ferry........................... . i875 53.885 0 4 I qIe 12 7
Manly, ma Pittwater, to Barrenjocy ................................................... 1879 16,087 12 0 7°6 5 S
Military Road, St. Leonards ..................................................................... 1885 10,132 6 2 361 7 3
Military Road, Bondi (Land Compen ation)........................................... 1896 377 9 11 377 9 11
Military Road, Randvuck ...................................................................... i895 449 O 0 225 O 0
Mayfield Road .................................................................................... 107 3 5 55 14 1
Mount Mooby Road to Daitbrook Bridge .... ............................. 1896 9 11 0 9 11 0
Mount Victoria to Mount York Reserve .... .......................... 37 14 0 3714 0
Mangleson’s Cutting ....... . ... ......................... 15 1 5 I5 1 5
Martinsville Public School to Wilkin'on’s C.P.......................................... 78 2 6 78 2 6
Mona Vale Hill Cuttings . .......... ......................... 7° 4 7° 3 4
Mulbring to Ellalong ....................... . ... .......................... 25 0 0 25 0 0
Mandalong to Roonev’s Vann ... ....... ............... . 67 19 0 6719 0
Mam Noith Road at Branxton to Railway fetation . ......... 17 0 75 17 0
Miller’s Forest Drainage ......................................................... ....... 67 10 0 6710 0
M‘Leod’s towards Comboyna Reserve ........ .............................. 118 9 3 118 9
Meadowbank Railway Station Approach . ......................... . . 773 7 3 773 7 3
Moonbi to Mulla Creek .... .. ........................... 3° 0 0 30 0 0
Maryland Creek across the Border, Cullenbone ...* ............ 39 18 0 3918 0
Mam Beechwood Roid, up left bank Moreton’s Creek .. . 78 11 4 7811 4
Muscle Creek Road to Groorangoola, Bowman’s Creek Road . . 20 0 c 20 0 0
Moonbi, via New England Gully, to Tamworth Water Works .. IO 0 0 10 0 0
Mam West Road, 5 mile west of Ponto, to Geurie .......... *................... 112 15 0 122 15 0
Murrumbidgerie to Dubbo ........................................................................ }J 65 16 8 6516 8
Main West Road, Glebe to Ashfield ......................................... 254 12 O 254 12 0
Mudgee, via Wilbertree, to Home Rule.................................................... 44 2 4 44 2 4
Meadow Flat to Sunny Corner Mines.......................................................... 29 11 1 2911 I
March to Belgravia . ................................................................. . IOO 14 0 100 14 O
Merrendee to Yamble Bridge ................. ...................................... 46 11 0 46 11 O
Mewburn to Rye Park ....................... ......................................... J3 8 1 6 8 1 6
Mimosa to Temora, between Bagdad Church and Wallace’s .............. 144 J4 9 144 14 9
Mam West Road to Blacktown Road (Church Road)........................... IO 0 0 10 0 0
Mount Druitt to Rooty Hill Station, north side ..................................... IO 0 0 10 0 0
Northern Road—Mam................. ................................................................. i857 629,480 9 4 5,934 3 7
Newrybar to Bangalow................................................................................... 1891 694 4 2 386 9 8
Narrabn to Little Mountain .......................................•.............................. 1,040 16 9 10 16 2
Narrabn to Eulab and Bullawa Creeks ....... ......................... 1888 2,784 13 4 139 1 0
Narrabn to Moree ............................................................................................ 1876 24,322 10 5 393 13 2
Narrabri to Pilliga................... ....................................................... i893 2,572 19 9 489 18 IO
Narrabn West, towards Coonabarabran ................................................. 1896 12 5 0 12 5 O
Narrabri to Boggabn, ma Terriaro .......................................................... Maintenance, Consoli- 188S 3,°70 19 5 203 3 8
Narrabri to Terry Hie Hie ........................................................................ [> repair, and dated 3>249 15 6 335 !? IO
North Sumarez Bridge to Uralla.................................................................... construction Revenue. 1896 23 17 3 23 !7 3
JNorth Arm Road, at McKay's, up Buckra, Readme Creek, to Smith’s

Selections . . .... ...... ................................... 1891 348 8 3 89 13 6
North Arm to Beach....................................................................................... 1896 432 6 7 432 6 7
Newcastle, vm Hamilton and Plattsburg, to Minmi........................... 1884 Ifi1! 14 0 56O l6 3
Newcastle, via Islington, to West Boundary Waratah Municipality .. 1896 i74 O 0 174 0 O
Nowendoc Road to Dolly’s Plat .............................................................. 14 O 0 14 O O
Nowendoc Road to Upper Manning .................................................. . . 70 O 0 70 0 O
Nundle to Crawney ...................................................................................... i895 174 8 3 37 14 0
Noble’s Crossing, Karuah River ...................... .......................... -63 18 0 13 18 0
Narellan to Luddenham ............................ t ............................. 1892 2,304 19 8 476 19 2
Narellan to Eldershe.................................................................... .... 1896 32 6 6 32 6 6
Nowra to Yalwal ......................................................................................... 1881 5,'03 3 II 295 15 3
Nowra to Nerriga . ...................... ... . 1882 10,263 4 8 671 13 9
Nowra to Burner .......................................................................................... 1896 18 2 O 18 2 O
Nowra, ma Nerriga, to the Jumps............................................................... 1895 39 19 O 37 16 O
Nowra Bridge to Lower Budgong.............................................................. 1896 276 13 2 276 13 2
Narrawra Road, near Roche’s, to Pudman Road ................................. 1885 1,269 4 O 88 4 O
Nerriga to Oallen Ford ................................................ . 1896 47 0 2 47 0 2
Numby, via Graham and Frogmore, to Goulburn Road....................... 1892 1,273 10 5 123 18 6
Nelligen to Bateman’s Bav ....................... ... 1884 97° 16 7 24 10 5
Nelligen to Milton Road, at M'Millan’s .. ..................................... 1874 1,959 I 10 48 4 6
Narooma to Tilba ...................... ........................................ .. *893 1,113 !9 6 100 19 O
Nimitybelle to top of Brown Mountain.......................... ... 1892 2,687 7 I 556 9 II
Nimitybelle down Tom Grogan’s Creek ....................................... 1894 166 15 2 30 0 O
Nimitybelle to Count a Guinea ............................ ................ I896 *3? I 2 139 1 2
Nimitybelle to Bobundarah ..................................... .. 20 I3 6 20 13 6
Narrandera to Collinroobie ... ........................... i895 234 12 9 94 15 II
Narrandera to Midgeon Gates . .... .... . 1896 41 4 7 41 4 7
Narrandera to Old Goree Bridge......................................................... 1892 869 0 3 Il8 O 0
Narrandera to Mumbledool and Yalgogrm............................. . 1896 164 18 11 164 18 11
Narrandeia to Yalgogrm ......................................................................... i895 280 8 10 224 9 1
Narrandera to Hay ............................................................................ . 1896 I89 17 9 189 17 9
Nimitybelle to Fiery Creek . ... .............. .................

1887
69 18 0 69 18 0

Newbridge to Arthurtown and Abercrombie River ............................... 16,589 IO 2 506 15 4
Nymagee to Melrose....................................................... ....... 1894 473 12 3 173 0 0
Nymagee to Hermidale.............................................................. . iSgO 2,150 3 4 579 10 3
Nymagee to Mount Boppy ......................... ................................... 1895 172 2 9 79 13 9
Never tire to Warren .... ............................................................................ 1892 1,603 5 10 96 6 5
Nymbodia to Tyringbam Post Office ........................................................... 1895 l62 19 1 64 1 6
Narromme to the Boaran ............... ........................ 438 4 3 35 ° O
Newtown Bridge to Undercliff Bridge ...................................................... 1,300 12 6 2 10 4 6
Nicholl’s Corner to Enfield Road ............................................................... J 1 1896 47 O O 47 0 O
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Eettjrn of Expenditure on Public Works—continued.

Work, and wheie situated.
Whether 

Constructing or 
under Repair.

EOADS AND BRIDGrES—continued.
Nelson to Eons Hill .........................................................................
New England Road to Bowman Gold Fields ... ....
North West Corner of M'Donald’s to Allandale, Cessnoch Road
Nyngan to Buddabadah ......................................................................
North Berry Jerry to Coolomon .......................... ..........
Narraburra to Temora..........................................................................
Numby, via Taylor’s Flats and Branch Creek, to Junction, with 

Burrowa and Nanawa Road, near Johnson’s
Old Balhna Road .................................................
Oxley Island Roads ............................................
Old Inn to Booral Road ........... ......
Owen’s Wharf, up Left Bank Xmchela Creek ....
Outlet Road to Dungay Creek...................................
Old Bar Road to Redbank Ferry ......................
Old Condong Road ....... ... ....................
Old North Road to St Albans................... ..
Ourimbah to Chittaway . ... ............
Oumnbah up Ounml ah Cieek ..............................
Oakes’ to Cox’s Ewer ...............................................
Old Burra Road to Micbelago .............................
Old Burra Ro^d at Moore’s to Naylor’s................
Old Marulan to Oallen Ford .............................
Oberon to Caves Road...........  ................
Oberjn to Jenolan . . ............................
Oberon to Shooter’s Hill..........................................
Oberon to Swatchfield .................................. .
O’Connell to Beaconsfield .......................................
O’Connell to South Apsley .......... ..........
O’Connell to Oberon..................................................
O’Connell Road to Cooper’s Overbridge .............
Orange to Pinnacle ................ ..........................
Orange to Opbir .. ... ...........................
Orange to Warne .................... .................
Orange to Canoblas ................. .
Oiange to Forbes .. .. ............... . .
Orange and Cargo Road to Kite’s Swamp to Amaroo Railway Station
Orange to Carcoar ......................................................................................
Orange to Icely................ ... . ...........................................
Orange to Cargo Road to German’s Hill to Canoblas...........................
Orange to Cargo... ................................................................................
Old Canterbury Road, Petersham, to Ashfield .......................................
Old Castle Hill to Government Reserve ......................... .......
Old Windsor Road, via Pearce’s, to Blacktown Road...........................
Old Gap Road, near Mundooran............. ........................................
Old Warn Road, via Manar, to Mulloon .................................................
Old Mila towards Forest Reserve ............................................................
Old Junee to Merrulebale ...........................................................................
O’Keefe’s Lane to Ettawiongla Railway Station ........................
Possum Shoot to Cooper’s Shoot .. ................ ...................
Possum Brush to Forsfer Road ............................................................
Possum Shoot to Bmnabuira ......................................................................
Pearson’s to Trimble’s ............................................................ .....................
Pimlico to Wardell and Ballina Road ....................................................
Pimlico Road to Emigrant Creek Point ................. .......................
Pokolbm Hills to Cessnock Road ................ ........................
Pokolbm Hills and Cessnock Road to Cessnock and Annandale Road .
Palmer’s Island Roads ...............................................................................
Palmer’s Plain to South Gundurimbah ...............................................
Pilhga to Walgett ......................................................................................
Pilliga, via Buglebone, to Eune................... ...................... ..
Peterkin’s to Warrell Creek Ferry ....................................
Punt Bridge, via Wamberal, to Tuggerah Lakes................................
Port Macquarie to Tackmg Point ..........................................
Port Macquarie to Walcha .........................................................................
Pappenburra Creek to Cowral ............................................................ .,
Pint-pot Creek to Chandler River .......................................................
Pmt-pot to Kangaroo Hills ......................................................................... .
Pocket to Blindmouth ......................................... ...........................
Pearce’s, via Behan’s, to Eatonsville .....................................................
Pearce’s Creek to Boo^ong Railway Station .............. ........................
Paterson to Vacey ........................................... ........................
Pitnacree Bridge to Dunmore Bridge...... ........................................
Punkalla to Narooma ...............................................................................
Pambula to Bald Hills.................................. ...............................................
Pambula to New Buildings ..............................................................
Pambula to Merimbula Junction................. ......................
Pambula to Back Creek........................................... ............................. ........
Picton, via Oakes, to Weroinbi . .................................................
Picton Lakes Railway Station to Bargo River .......................................
Penco to Wog Wog ........... ............................................. .
Prahran to Snowy Plain ...............................................................................
Perth to Mount Evenden .................................................................
Perth, via Charlton, to Rockley .................................................................
Phillips’ to Solfenno ...............................................................................
Parkes to Coradgery . /................................. .................. . .
Parkes to Balderogery................................................................................... J

Fund
from w hich 
the Expense 
is defrayed

When
Com

menced

If Unfinished, 
Amount of 

Expenditure to 
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from 

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

Maintenance, 
repair, and 

construction.

Consoli
dated

Revenue.

£ S. d. £ s. d.
i?96 17 O O 17 O O

JJ 25 O O 25 O O
35 4 18 O 4 18 O
„ 67 10 O 67 10 O
55 48 17 3 48 17 3
J5 “S 19 O 125 O

„ 62 0 9 62 O 9
I 889 5i7 0 IO 89 8 6
1887 3.544 I O 127 O O
1889 I>755 4 II 139 O O
1889 771 O 6 27 II 6
1894 14 4 29 18 6
1896 20 O O 20 O O
i895 246 7 9 77 6 O
i893 995 6 5 242 l6 9
1895 329 18 4 us 15 IO
1896 328 IO 4 328 10 4
1893 1,682 I 2 7r3 8 IO
1886 1.585 II 9 92 7 II
1896 25 0 O 25 O 0
1895 470 4 4 201 I 5
1888 3,3i8 '7 9 144 15 7
1877 5,742 IO 4 3(2 15 3

55 4,738 15 8 107 6 IO
450 7 8 140 8 7

i879 5,243 l6 I 214 15 IO
1885 2,694 17 3 124 3 2
1879 8,166 3 6 392 US 2
1896 18 18 6 18 18 6
1884 1,627 9 O 1 r3 18 IO
1864 5,243 16 9 159 17 6
1896 l80 O O l80 O O
1881 4,363 2 5 258 4 4
1886 99,188 12 4 1,744 IO 2
1896 99 18 7 98 18 7

5* 249 9 IO 249 9 IO
1881 3,646 J9 4 200 I 8
1896 39 O 0 39 O O
1888 3,613 r4 10 185 O 3
1889 1,609 l6 7 116 3 O
1896 !7 O 0 *7 O O

55 38 3 6 38 3 6
55 38 O O 38 O O
>5 44 6 8 44 6 8
„ 8 O O 8 O O

IOO O O IOO O O
J5 21 6 6 21 6 6

1887 10,082 2 2 92 12 6
1891 762 13 7 21 4 O
1896 I92 r3 10 I92 13 IO

,, 19 12 8 !9 12 8
1889 479 l6 IO 54 17 6
:89c) 327 14 8 9i 13 O
1895 381 !3 2 140 O O

J J 104 0 O 74 O O
1890 1,582 7 I 284 18 9
1894 804 5 9 107 18 7
1893 1,517 18 3 274 II 8
1894 6lO r9 6 ”5 O O

1889 1,196 5 6 120 O 6
1893 MSS 12 .7 29 19 IO
1886 7°5 18 IO 34 7 0
l872 49,492 3 9 850 IO 6
1888 2,146 19 5 173 10 9
1893 404 13 O 106 13 9
1896 IO9 6 4 IO9 6 4
1894 854 15 8 184 15 8
1895 260 2 6 123 2 6
I896 37 5 6 37 5 6

55 196 13 8 196 !3 8
1895 26l 5 O r34 O O
I896 37 10 0 37 IO O
1890 174 18 0 9 9 O
1896 439 7 10 439 7 IO
1867- 4,698 J9 0 309 !7 0
1896 128 J9 II 128 19 II
1874 17,557 10 9 356 9 7
I896 94 15 4 S4 15 4
1889 1,114 I 8 95 II 4
1890 1,57° 2 9 244 9 3
1895 294 1$ 2 13' 18 6

53 1,029 
SS8

15 3 338 19 6

1888
O 0 233 O O

2,012 12 II 179 13 IO
1887 1,763 16 O 47 5 6

14—M
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Eettjen op Expenbitcee on Public "Woeks—continues,.

Work, and where situated.

KOADS AND BRIDGES—eoH/jiiMcd.
Parkes, via Alice Town, to Peak Mill......................................................
Parkes, via Trundle, to Condobolin........  .....................................
Parkes to Condobolin Hallway Koads m approach ...............................
Parkes to Manildra ......................................................................
Pemitli, via Castlereagh, to Blacktown Koad, at Larras Giant .
Poitland Ferry, via Mitchell’s, to Wiseman’s Ferry .........................
Portland Ferry, via Hall’s, to Sackville Ferry Road ...................
Poitland Ferry to Leets Vale Road ......................................................
Parramatta to Pennant Hills .............................................................
Parramatta Park to Toongabbee Creek .............................................
Parramatta, at East end of Broken Back Bridge, via Windsor and Rich

mond, to Richmond Bridge..............................................................
Pearce’s Corner to Pennant Hills .........................................................
Pearce’s Corner to Brooklyn Railway Station ....................................
Pearce’s Corner to Berowra Creek ... ............................................
Pennant Hills Road to Mould’s Corner .... .............................
Pennant Hills to Hornsby Cutting Down Hill......................................
Pennant Hills to Carlmgtord .., ............ ...........................................
Pennant Hills Rond to Thornlcigh Quarry .....................................
Pennant Hills Road to Beecroft Station ......................................
Pipei’s Flat to Sunny Corner ...... .... .....................
Prospect to Richmond ..............................................................................
Petersham to Abattoirs ...................................................................... ....
Park Road ..................................................................................................
Page’s Ferry to Wheeney ..................................................................
Penshurst to Alleyn River . ... .....................................................
Pokolbm Village Reserve to M'Donald’s ...............................................
Paynes Bridge up Stockyard and Bagnell’s Creeks..............................
Pretty Pine to Moulamein ......................................................................
Public School at Kendall to Logan’s Crossing .................................... .
Parsonage at Castle Hill to Windsor Road ........................................
Pennant Hills Road towards Tunks ......................................................
Quinndi to Gunnedah ........................ ............
Quirmdi, via Bundella, to Bomera ......................................................
Quinndi, up Jacob and Joseph Creeks .................................. .....
Quinndi to Werns Creek ................................................ .........
Quirindi to Warrali Ridge.....................................................................
Quinndi, towards Borah Creek ....... ........ .........................
Quinndi to Willow-tree ..........................................................................
Quilkie’s, down Taylor’s Arm, South Side ......................................
Quipolly Platform to Lowe’s Creek......................... ..... . . .
Quambone to Warren .. . ............................................................
Queanbeyan to TJnarra and Teamas Road .....................................
Queanbeyan to Gundaroo .................................................... ....
Queanbeyan to Gudgenby ..................................................................
Queanbeyan to Gininderra Road to Road Queanbeyan to Unarra

Post Office..................................... .. ............................ .......
Queanbeyan to Ginnmderra....................................................................
Queanbeyan to Braidwood ...................................................................
Reddaohffe’s to Brunswick River ......................................................
Red Range Road to Bear Hill .............................................................
Rous Factory, via Beeson’s, to Wardell Road .................................
Road up Left Bank, Wilson’s Rner ...................................... .. .......
Red Hill to Kerr’s ........................................ ....................
Road up Forbes River .......................................................................
Rockvale to Kookabookra........................................................................
Rocky Creek to Terry Hie Hie ... .......................................
Rotlibury Public School, Allandale, road to ..................... .........
Road from West Corner of M'Donald’s to Cessnock............................
Rolland’s Plains to Dungay Creek . .............................
Rolland’s Plains to Ballmgarra Wharf.................................................
Rawden Island Roads ...... ............. . ....... .......................
Raymond Terrace and Stroud Road to Saltash .............. ...
Raymond Terrace and Morpeth Road to Martin’s Wharf ..............
Raymond Terrace and Stroud Road to Raymond Terrace and Seaham

Road (Miskell’s Road) .. .. . .. .... .........
Raymond Terrace and Stroud Road to Raymond Terrace and Clarence-

town Road (Caswell’s Road) .............................. ................
Raymond Terrace by East side Williams River to Seaham .............
Raymond Terrace to Morpeth ......................................................
Raymond Terrace and Bmton Road to Seaham ..................................
Raymond Terrace and Morpeth Road to East Maitland.....................
Raymond Terraco to Mount Kanwary .......................................
Ra-ymond Terrace to Williamstown ......................... ............
Raymond Terraco and Morpeth Road to Tarro......................................
Redbank to Merregoen .................... .............................................
Roads on left bank, Maeleay, Skillion Flat to Five-day Creek ...........
Rutherford to Sooteli Corner ..................................................................
Ruthcford to Scotch Corner, Road via Hdlsborough and Luskintyre

Road ............... .........................................................................
Rutberiord and Tclara to Fishery Creek and Teggs ......................
Road to Thone Creek................................................................................
Ridgeway’s, via Monkerai, up Karuah River.....................................
Road thiough Warren to Saveli’s .........................................................
Road through Pa'“'•son’s .......................................................................
Rial through Harbord Estate ......................................................

Whether 
Constructing" or 
under Repair

Fund
from which 
the Expense 

defraj ed

When
Com

menced

If Unfinished, 
Amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

£ s. d. £ s. d.
1895 2>°S7 15 II 952 18 o'
1884 10,034 5 II 487 17 6
1896 427 13 6 427 13 6
i895 651 3 I 270 17 6
1894 S35 IO I 185 4 0
1895 192 r9 3 73 6 0

1896
227 II 2 91 7 6

5° O O 50 0 0
1885 AS?8 12 9 93 5 0
1896 125 0 O 125 O O

1889 6,675 4 3 893 16 11
1884 2,885 8 I 155 !7 2
1894 1,016 5 6 240 4 3
1885 634 8 I 22 I O
1892 666 7 II 97 19 0
1896 125 II 3 125 ” 3
1895 136 O O I06 O O

48 8 10 27 15 8
68 2 0 l8 2 O

1896
299 0 9 252 14 3
254 8 0 254 8 0

1886 5.432 IO 7 385 r9 7
1895 200 0 O 100 0 0

1S96 26 12 O 26 12 O
JJ 80 O O 80 O 0
JJ 100 O O IOO 0 0

J) 15 O O 15 0 0
JJ 254 9 O 254 9 0
J) 24 10 6 24 10 6„ IO 0 0 10 0 0

JJ 10 0 0 10 0 0

1894 573 3 3 143 I 10
.. 5,861 5 2 813 8 4

1879 L4°7 8 2 142 12 3
1891 192 19 6 40 2 6
1896 33 18 8 33 18 8
1894 275 4 136 15 5

JJ 5I3 15 4 132 14 7
372 3 I I 108 9 0

189S t3 17 O 5 19 0
1894 346 2 7 73 5 8

^Maintenance, Consoli- 1881 3.052 3 3 162 18 11
• repair, and dated *< 1874 2.551 6 0 170 0 8

construction. Revenue. 1891 880 3 0 1S1 2 1

1896 27 l6 10 27 16 10
1878 10,028 6 I 168 19 8
1896 279 8 0 279 8 0
1892 1,827 2 II 116 9 3
1894 565 18 6 153 18 7
1890 1,767 I 6 27 13 0
189) 372 O 4 91 O O
1892 1,23? IO II 236 in
1896 6l 6 3 61 6 3
1890 750 2 I 99 JS 6.
1892 752 3 10 26 9 5
1894 130 O 0 40 0 0
1895 46 15 8 16 10 0
1892 2,990 6 I I 144 4 0
1895 I48 9 9 74 5 6

1885 1,108 9 I 103 18 0
1893 811 6 6 184 13 0
1891 553 O 9 56 17 0

1890 i94 4 10 36 15 0

1891 328 9 2 67 9 0
1884 3>r34 II I 380 9 1
1891 4,119 >9 4 324 6 9
I896 65 5 6

65 5 6
1894 4,119 19 4 314 0 1
1896 94 l6 6 04 16 6
1894 401 19 5 62 15 6
1896 120 O O 120 0 0
1894 164 I O 50 0 0„ 802 13 2 230 4 7
^95 238 7 4 ns 7 4

JJ 137 IO 9 4910 9

1896 40 0 0 40 0 0
1805 430 4 8 228 11 0

JJ 503 5 6 91 14 0„ 90 6 I 2515 <5

JJ 268 13 3 131 5 0i
j i » 68 O 4 29 8 0
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Eetubn of Expenditube ob Public Woeks—continued.

Woik, and wheie situated.
Whether 

Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from v hich 
the Expense 
is defraj ed

When
Com

menced.

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from

1 Julj, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

EOADS AND BRIDGES—continued. £ s. d £ 8. a.
Eay’s Boad Carlingford .................................................... .......... 1896 38 5 8 38 5 8
Bound Corner at Dural to Bouse Hill .............................. ........... 1894 149 0 0 84 O 0
Bound Corner at Dural to Wiseman’s Ferry...................................... 1S95 55° I 3 329 5 5
Byan’s to the Border .. ..................................................... •5 186 10 0 40 17 8
Bedbournberry Bridge to Dyrrmg ............................... ............ 1896 5° 0 0 5° O 0

Bouchel P S , up Back Creek, from Boad Aberdeen to Scrumlow ... 1806 26 23 9 26 r3 9
Rob Eoy to Reedy Creek . .......................................................... 1855 449 19 6 269 19 6
Road up South Branch, Orara River ...................................................... l6l 3 O 50 3 O
Boad up Bight Bank, German Creek..................................................... 69 2 O 9 2 O
Boad between Nimbea Boad and Goolmangor Creek .......................... 1896 53 3 II 53 3 II
Robertson, via Macquarie Pass, to Glenquarry ................................. 1890 2,844 0 I 464 r9 9
Robertson to the Cemetery ........................................ ......................... i895 103 19 3 57 3
Robertson to Fountamdale ................................................................ 1896 82 3 8 82 3 8
Richlands to Wombeyan Caves ........................................................ 1887 1,1-12 17 9 95 12 O
Bock Station, via French’s Park, to Green’s Gunwah......................... 1894 499 12 O 12 8
Bilej’s Crossing, via Batlow, to Bago..................................................... 1892 640 8 8 93 18 O
Runnvmede to Buckenboura .................................................... 1894 i63 I 2 9 32 11 9
Bock Station to Urana ........................................ ................... 1883 i',°43 19 5 233 7 4
Bosewood to Humula ....................................................................... 1891 1,232 O I I 39 8 O
B-un of Water to Wmdcrradean ... .............................................. i895 342 19 9 1S9 7 4
Bun of Water to Parkesbourne .................. ... ......... 1887 5‘7 7 2 24 18 8
Bous Hill and Dural Boad to Kenthurst to Fisher’s ... . ... 1896 75 O 0 75 0 O
BoU'G Hill to Schofield’s Platform ................................................ 1888 958 2 5 89 3
Bichmond towards Dr. Clarke’s Bridge .................... . ........... 1896 29 3 8 29 3 8
Bichmond Bridge to King’s Boad ...................................................... 1888 8,715 2 8 829 15 4
Bichmond to Cornwallis ..................... ............................................. 1896 23 H 8 23 !4 8
Rooty Hill Station to Blacktoun Road................................................. i895 200 0 O IOO 0 O
Beservoirto Cadia............................ ........................................................ 1896 266 15 8 266 15 8
Bydal to Hampton................................................................................. 1894 2,302 I II 198 5 II
Bankm’s Bridge to Monkey Hill ........................................................ I896 'S6 18 6 156 18 6
Bockley to Trunkey ................. ..... ....................................... 1S74 5,599 I I II 141 15 O
Bockley to Swallow Nest ......................................................................... 1880 2,672 9 5 60 8 O
Rylstone to Bylong................................................................................. 1886 3,106 I 9 228 l6 O
Rylstone to Norongo ......................................................... . ... i895 88 I I 10 79 9 10
Bylstone, via Bogie, to Capertee.......................................... ............. J) 302 !9 9 84 9 4
Boad past Callan Park Asylum ............................................................ ,, 140 0 O 35 O O
Randwiek Toll-gate to La Perouse .. ......................................... 1893 1 973 8 5 3°9 7 8
Randwiek and Coogee Roads .................................................

1894
3,75° O O 1,000 O O

Roads 111111111 limits of Hurstville, Rockdale, Canterbury, &c............... 4,827 13 4 1,156 13 4
Reedy Flat to Orange and Cadia Road.............................................. 1893 68 7 O 18 4 O
Roslyn Road to Chain of Ponds ........ '................... ....... I l6 19 73 O 5
Re'dsdale to Warrumbucca ............ .................. ....... ,, 56 10 10 43 '‘S IO
Baby to Minto................. . . ........................................ Maintenance, Consoli- 1896 IO 2 6 IO 2 6
Blune Falls to Bolaro ................. ........................................... }- repair, and dated ■{ i89S 159 2 O IOO O O
Bedbournebcrry Bridge to Scott’s Flat ......... ............................. construction. Kevenue 97 *7 4 65 I7 4
Beedy Cieek to Caseihs ........ . . ............... 1S96 402 IO II 402 IO II
Boad to Wallamba Church and School................................................. J} I I 0 O II 0 O
Boads m vicinity of Whiteman’s Creamery ................................ ,, 23 0 O 23 0 O
Bound Mountain Boad.......................................................................... 29 16 6 29 16 6
Boad along Byron Bay Baceconrse Beserve towards Tmtenbar ... 15 0 O 15 0 O
3ioad fiom Municipal Boundary m Kemp-street, Kempsey, to

Frcdcnckton Boad......... .................................................... 36 18 8 36 18 8
Riad fr m Selection 152, parish Castlereagh, to Nepean Road....... 75 0 O 0 O
Biverslea to Wyaugala .................................................... 100 0 0 IOO 0 O
Boad fiom south-east corner of poition 108, Bous towards Henty ... 39 7 6 39 7 6

Boad from junction with road, Urana to junction with Henty,
Munyabla Boad .. .. ......... ............................. ,, 19 IO O J9 10 O

Koad between Camden to Oaks Koad and Cawdor to Westbrook Koad 9 0 0 9 0 O

Boad running east of Walla Walla Bailway Station .......................... 21 15 0 21 15 O

Boad off Tunks Boad towards Shields ................................................. 5 0 0 5 0 O
Bocty Hill, Blicktown Koad towards South Creek ................. 10 0 0 10 0 O
Boad off Haven Boad towards Wurks..................................................... 10 0 0 10 0 O
Boad from Oaks to Old Windsor Boad ........................... 1S 0 0 r5 0 O
Boad fiom Toongabbie Public School towards Bailwav Station......... *5 0 0 15 0 O
South Lismore to Wvrallah . .. ............................................. 1887 2,811 I 10 425 14 6

South Lismore, Coraki Road ta Nixon’s ......................................... 1896 39 12 10 39 12 IO
Swan Bay to New Italy .. ..................................... . 1890 L597 6 5 170 8 6
Swan Bay to New Italy liiad to farms in New Italy ...................... 1896 35 O 0 O O
Southgate lo Flood Reserve............ ..................... 1894 120 2 6 19 15 IO
Shark Creek, at M'Naughton’s, and Broom’s Head............................ 1896 34 6 3 34 6 3
South Grafton to Ulmarra ... . ..................................................... 1886 Q,1I4 18 O I93 IO O
South Grafton to Perrett’s . ., .......................................... 1S90 13,845 14 3 L491 •5 8
South Grafton to Perrelt’s, alteration at Glougher’s Creek................ 1896 2 2-6 12 7 226 12 7
South Grafton to Busliforth . ..................................... .... 1888 843 19 6 107 7 11
South Grafton to Moonee....... . ................................... 1892 q,86q 18 I LS'S 11 1
Stoney Pmck up Stockyard Creek .......... ................................... 1894 439 19 9 102 17 10
Stoney Pinch to Smith’s Creek ............... ........................ 1890 281 I 9 25 I3 0
Stony Creek to Lane Cove Koad (Telegraph Koad)......... . .............. IS96 41 12 O 41 12 0
Stoney Crock to Murray’s Fiat ... ................................... 1895 37 l6 O 25 7 0
Stoney Cicek to Morton’s Cieek ... ................. . .. . 1892 297 14 II 80 13 0
Salisbory Plains to Kentucky .. . ................................ 1S87 108 iS 5 69 3 3
St0\\ait’s Brook to Top Camp .. . ... . .. . ................... 1896 78 0 78 5 0
Seaham Punt b) East side Williams Bi?cr, to Clarence town ......... 1896 86 0 86 3 0
Stroud to Dungog.................................... ......................... 1876 7,333 9 8 LI93 19 0
Stroud Road to New “Wharf........................... ............................. 1891 435 15 6 25 8 0
Stewart Town to Monkerawa Road .. ...................................... i895 IOO O 0 4° O 0
Stockton to Saltash................................................... ..................... i 1894 2,671; 9 9 581 1 4 3
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Retttkh’ of Expendituhe on Public Woeks—continued.

Work, and vs here situated.
Whether 

Constructing 01 
under Repau

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defray ed

When
Com

menced

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 Juno, 1897.

Amount 
expended from

1 Julj, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

EOADS AND BRIDGES—continued. £ s. d £ e. d
Seven Oaks to Trial Bay .................................................................. r 1882 I4i273 11 I 658 9 I I
Saltask to Nelson’s Bay .................................................................. 1894 523 4 8 267 17 8
Sandy Creek to Mount Vincent ................................................. 1892 1,092 >9 I 395 9 5
Sandy Creek to Millfield ......... ......................... ..................... 1893 477 IO 8 l66 3 2
Sandy Hollow to Weddin Creek..................................................... 1894 102 3 O 24 14 O
Scone, Merrma Boad, up Middle Creek ...................................... 1893 420 2 IO 130 16 IO
Scone to Denison Diggings ..................... . ... 1879 7.763 IO 0 24 9 6
Scone to Moonan Brook ............................................................... 1896 332 19 0 332 19 3
Scone to Bunnan ... .......................................................... 1877 7,820 I 2 I93 3 4
Scotcli Creek Boad ...................... .......................... .. 1891 564 8 5 3° 0 0
Singleton and Jerry’s Plains B-oad to Warkworth..................... 1896 29 0 O 29 0 0
Singleton via Warkworth, to Jerry’s Plains.................................. 1890 1.851 IO 4 124 1 0
Singleton to Brandy Creek .............................................................. i 1896 5° 0 O 50 0 0
Singleton to Cooper’s Flat ............................................................ 1884 5,660 5 I 365 11 0
Singleton via Maison Dieu, to Jerry’s Plains .............................. 1896 132 5 6 132 5 6
Singleton via Wlnttingham Eesene to Broke .................. >j IO9 I I 1 IO9 ir 1
STierbrook to Wabro Creek and Willi Willi ............................. 1894 598 iS 10 164 13 9
Stonehenge to Graham’s Yalley ................................................ jj 128 11 4 25 7 6
Synnot’s to Funnell’s (Jiggi Creek Road)........................................ 1 1888 2,993 14 7 286 18 Q
Sedgefield, via Glendon Bridge, to Gresford Road ........................ 11S94 66 5 0 28 2 O
Sharp’s, up East Bank Orara River .................................. ... 1 » 680 17 7 257 2 2
Saddler’s Creek Road ....................................................................... 1893 127 3 4 48 3 6
Solway’s to Gineroi..................................................... ........... >} 105 19 6 26 0 0
Stockinbingal to Grogan ... ..................................................... ,, 45 0 O “9 14 0
Sutton Forest to Main South Boad ............................................ 1887 830 0 I 58 11 11
Sutton Forest via Exeter to Foster’s Gate....................................... 1896 326 10 7 326 10 7
Sutton Forest to Bundanoon ............................................................ 1882 2,852 0 8 63 1 9
Sergeant’s Point, via Charley’s Forest, to Wog Wog ................... 1894 482 15 9 129 2 7
Sergeant’s Point to Clyde Road..................... ................................ 791 9 9 26 H 4
Sergeant’s Point to Clyde Road at Mongarlom, to Budawang .. 1896 IO 0 0 IO O 0
Southern Road, Main ....................................................................... 1857 701,406 7 2 5,549 5 11
South Creek to Luddenham ............................................................. 1894 543 4 6 78 l6 6
Saunders’ Corner to Kenthurst ............ ............................. 189s 92 15 9 67 J3 9
Sofala to Rylstone, at Moore’s, to Warrangania ............................ 1896 37 0 0 37 O 0
Sofala to Rylstone ........................................................................ 1878 8,871 !7 2 201 3 7
Sofala to Palmer’s Oakey ................................................................. 1896 70 14 8 70 14 8
Spring Terrace to Long Swamp ...................................................... 1887 i,744 18 I 69 9 O
Spring Hill Station to Orange and Cadia Road............................... 1879 2,575 12 3 8l l8 5
South Head Boads ................................................................ 1888 35,602 IO 0 2,500 O 0
Sydney to Bank’s Meadow ............................................................. 1894 2,277 5 5 1,989 8 2
Sydney, via Dam at Cook’s River, to “ Half-way House” .. .. 1876 90,018 4 3 2,963 0 I
Stanmore Boad from Enmore Boad to Canterbury Trust Boad . . Maintenance, Consoli- 1894 i,393 19 0 118 19 O
St Mary’s to Blacktown Road via Llandilo ................................... S* repair, and dated <{ 189s 269 IO 7 89 13 O
St. Mary’s to Orphan School Road............................. ............ construction. Revenue.

1896
119 18 O !9 18 O

Shadforth to Wiley’s Junction ......................................................... 104 5 4 104 5 4
Sewer Boad, Botany .. . ........................................................... 1895 580 6 IO 350 8 11
South Head Road, at Watson’s Bay, to Military Reserve Gates }) 101 l6 8 35 l6 8
Stewart Town to Golden Gully .................................................. ft 60 19 5 O IO 9
Stanthorpe Boad, via Tangona, to Singleton and Gresford Boad . 1896 54 O O 54 0 O
St. Albans to Mount Manning.......................................................... )> ib8 8 O 168 8 O
St Albans Common to “ Broad and Harrington Arms ” ............... 21 O O 2 r 0 O
St Albans, via Sheen’s and Wright’s Creek, to Book’s Ferry........ >> 84 O O 84 0 O
St. Alban’s, up McDonald Biver....................................................... 55 167 O O 167 0 O
Sternbeck to Wiseman’s Ferry ........ .............................................. >3 21 O O 21 0 O
Slack’s Creek to Middhngbank ...................................................... ,, 208 4 8 208 4 8
Stoney Creek to Picton Municipality ............................................ a 70 O O 70 0 O
Sylvania to Loftus Junction................................................................ ,, 52 IO 9 52 10 9
Sylvania to Port Hacking ............................................................. •> 175 14 II i75 14 II
Seven Hills Road to Vardy’s Grant................................................. .... „ 25 0 0 25 0 O
Springwood to the Hawkesbury ....................................................... ij 150 0 0 150 0 O
Sackville Road, near Ebenezer and Page’s Ferry, to Maroota... , „ 42 12 2 42 12 2
South-west end of Narara Bailway Platform to Old Mangrove Creek 33 35 O O 35 0 O
Shark Island to Highlands, through J. Loughnan’s.................... j, 40 O O 40 0 0
Sixteen-mile Tank to Wyalong.......................................................... 33 394 IO 4 394 IO 4
Sutton Forest Road to Stone-quarry Creek .................................... 33 97 7 8 97 7 8
Stone-quarry Creek Road, &e , towards Mery la............................. „ 47 3 2 47 3 2
Toohey’s Mill to Hogan’s.................................................................. , 1*92 955 17 7 147 iQ O
Trial Bay, towards Smoky Cape...................................................... 1893 86 8 4 26 18 O
Trial Bay to South West Kocks........................................................ . . . 1895 92 5 6 23 *7 6
Two-mile Creek to Newrybar ... ............................................ ... 1889 4i3 0 4 79 2 6
Tumbulgum to Tweed Heads .......................................................... 1894 663 18 4 205 IO 3
Telegraph Point to Hack’s ................................................................ 1S96 8 0 0 8 O 0
^abulam to Myall Creek ............. ...................................... 1892 3,'89 8 10 557 w 7
Tliorburn to English’s ....... ..................................................... 33 452 19 1 104 2 0
Thorburn to Kelly’s ................................................................. 1891 437 15 3 89 8 3
Tucki to Munro’s Whaif.............................................................. !894 288 18 5 138 4 5
Tucki to Rous . ... ............................................................ .... I89I 1,263 l6 0 259 I3 10
Tuckombil to Rous ... . ................................................... 1894 394 IO 6 220 8 6
Tmtenbar to Pearce’s Creek ......................................................... 1896 96 8 4 96 8 4
Tmtenbar to Birma Burra ............... ................................. >J 300 13 IO 300 !3 10
Tmtenbar to Alstonville ............. ........................... . 1883 5,258 14 8 328 4 9
Tmtenbar to Toohey’s Mill . ......................... 1884 2,488 18 II 147 9 7
Tenterfield to Scrub .............................. ....................... 1883 1,721 I 9 149 2 9
Tenterfield to Wallangra ........... ...................................... 1888 2,073 17 O 108 IO 0
Tenferfield to Bonshaw.................... ............................... .. 1878 l6,862 5 5 639 18 9
Tenterfield to Swamp Oak Creek...................................................... > 1894 289 IO 5 166 I 6
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Ektukn of Expendituhe on Public "Woeks—continued.

Work, and where situated.
\\ hether 

Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defrayed

When
Com

menced

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897

Amount 
expended from,

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

ROA.DS AND BRIDGES—continued. £ s d £ s. d.
Tenterfield to Ballina . .. ........................................... 1 1891 40,069 6 I 4,465 11 7
Tent Hill to Table-land......................................................................... 1^88 1,644 4 I 108 17 0
Thompson’s, up Dairy Ann................................................................... 1896 38 0 O 38 0 0
Tmgha to Elsinoic .................... ... ........ ,, 26| 11 3 264 I I 3Tweed River at Kale’s, to Noitli Arm at Quain’s............................. 0 O 25 O 0
Tmonce Road to Failford .................................................................. 1894 607 16 O 201 O 0
Tmonee to Old Bar Reserve . .................................................... 1895 128 16 0 up 14 0
Tuionee to 'Wingliam Ferry .................................................................. I876 2,981 11 5 129 16 11
Tmonee to Killauarra ................. .................... ................... 1892 402 i4 IO 50 O 0
Tmonee to Bootawah........................ ......................................... i895 178 II 54 5 6
Taree Feiry to Glenthorne Wharf..................................................... I896 17 17 8 I? I7 8
Taree towards Toncuny ........... ............................................ 188,4 3>693 4 10 320 O 6
Taree to Wingham ... . ................ . ... 1892 iji72 15 10 !37 18 6
Trangie to Collie .................... .................... .................. i895 341 1 2 199 1 2
Ten-mile Hollow to Mangrove Creek . ........................................... 1896 0 3 4 0 3 4
Trangie to Nevertire .... ............................................................. 1895 437 7 9 385 7 9Twelve-mile, Stroud Road, to Sawyer’s Point ..................................... 1892 788 7 I 119 11 1
Timor to foot of Crawney......... ............................................ 1896 66 18 6 66 18 6
Top Bmgera Road ................. ..................................... :895 78 4 9 41 12 9Toralba to Cockle Creek ................. ............................... 127 5 88 3 2
Tuggerah Beach Road to Selections east of Matcham’s ................ I896 34 0 O 34 0 0
Tamworth to Nundle .......................................................................... 1878 23.f94 9 618 18 3
Tamworth to the Forest ..................................................... . ....... 1883 592 *9 II 28 6 8
Tamworth to Barraba ................................ ...................................... 1891 14,079 13 7 1,908 18 2
Tamworth to Werns Creek .................................................... 1896 149 ■9 7 149 19 7
Tamworth, via Moore Creek, to Attunga .......................... ... 1878 2,123 16 IO 180 0 0
Tamworth to Somerton..................................................................... 1891 2 702 0 295 9 0
Teven to Ferry, south side ..................................... ....... 1894 333 2 7 10913 0
Tatham to Myrtle Creek......................................................................... 1891 7o8 18 4 187 is 9
Tallaganda Crossing up Jerrabut Gully ............................................. j894 190 5 10 56 8 5Tyagarah to Boyle’s ........................ . ........................................ 1895 386 13 0 III II 6
Topfier’s to Dufficey’s ....................................................•..................... 51 15 0 27 O O
Turramurra to Bobbin Head ................................................................. 34-7 18 8 112 II 8
Tea Gardens to Ahcetown....................................................... ................ 160 11 IO 120 II IO
Thirlmere to Bargo River ..................................................................... 1892 457 5 4 75 5 0
Towrang, iza Greenwich Park, to Long Reach.................................... 5l 2)947 15 6 220 18 4
Towrang to Arthursloigh.................. ................... ................. 1896 77 9 6 77 9 6
Taralga to Rockwell ..................................................................... .. 1891 2,37I 0 6 210 II
Taralga, Rockwell Road, to the Cemetery............................................ 1896 43 :7 3 43 17 3Taralga to Bummaroo Ford ............................ ................. ..... 1895 98 I7 2 87 1 2
Taemas Bridge to Brmdabella ........... . . ............... 1891 2,122 J3 9 216 6 11
Turlmgah to Nerngundah ............... ......................................... i895 55 12 0 24 10 0
Turlingah to Tuross Heads ................................................................... j Maintenance, Consoli- 86 1 10 69 1 10
Tarago to Braidwood ............................................................................. repair, and dated « l866 88 181 15 0 864 4 10
Termeil Post-office to Milton .............................................................. construction. Revenue. I iSpi I>174 13 2 122 12 3
Towamba to Bondi Road to the Cemetery ... .................................... 1896 32 19 0 32 29 0
Towamba to New Buildings............................. ........................ 1894 1,198 2 4 122 17 0
Towamba to New Buddings Road to Towamba to Bondi Road......... 1896 48 0 1 48 0 1
Towamba to Bondi .............................................................................. 1887 2,001 18 6 129 0 1
Turner’s Store, via Lmburn, to Blackman’s ......................................... 1896 30 0 O 30 O 0
Tocal to Paterson .................................................................................... 62 14 6 62 14 6
Tharwa to Tidbinbilty ......................... ................... 189O 399 7 9 54 9 5Town’s Road from Black’s towards Town’s......................................... 1896 5 0 0 5 0 0
Thirroul to Public School ............................................................ i895 37 7 6 1916 0
Tourist’s Road to Parish’s Farm ......................................................... 1896 14 10 O 14 10 0
Tumut, ma the Plains, to Jones’ Bridge ............................................. iSpi 993 18 0 124 1 8
Tumut up the Goobargandra Kh er ................................................ * 1896 39 18 O 3918 O
Tumut. via Piper’s, up Bembowlie Creek ........ ....................... 1894 229 b 8 57 I2 O
Tumut to Kiandra ................................................................................... 1873 13373 6 5 597 13 5Tumut, ua Brungle, to Gundagai ...................................................... 1870 6,707 3 3 497 12 4Tumut to Adelong .................... ................................................. 1868 14,487 17 253 3 5Tumut to Tomorroma ................................................................ iSpi 1,162 7 6 3)3 12 7
Tumut to Lac-ma-lac ............................................................................. 1871 SGSS 12 II 277 15 9Tumut to Gundagai ................................................................................. 1864 28,308 5 II LOPS 7 1
Temora to Wyalong ... . ... . ................................ 1887 11,461 2 8 1,346 19 4Temora to "Wyalong “ Relief Works ” ................................................. 1896 28 0 O 28 O 0
Temora to Junee Junction ........... ................................................. 1888 2,525 16 2 354 4 11
Temora to Junee Junction, near Cooney, to Merulebale..................... 1896 49 8 I 49 8 1
Temora to Mandamar.................... ............................................. 1894 839 14 2 210 8 6
Temora to Trungley.............................. "..................................... I896 160 15 0 160 1.5 O
Tumbarumba to Courabyra .................................................................. 1893 401 i5 5 35 14 6
Tumbarumba, vta Tooma, to Walaregang ..................................... I878 17,840 l6 I 368 17 4
Tumbarumba to Bago .......................................... ........................ 1890 2,167 14 8 249 2 3
Tumbarumba to Tipper Burra............................................................. 1894 140 14 O 16 15 0
Tumbarumba to Jmgelhc.......... .................................................... l8S2 I4)254 3 8 241 I 7Tumbarumba to Little Billabong ...................................................... 1876 24 6lO IO I 656 16 4
Tooma to Welaregang ......................................................................... 1896 201 O 2 201 O 2
Thompson’s Creek to Portland . ................................................ 1894 349 2 2 149 0 2
Tuena Road to Sberwood . ............................................................. 1893 256 17 6 38 1 4
Tarana to Oberon ................................................................................. 1888 3)731 !3 O 359 0 3
Tarana towards Rydal ..... ........................................................ 1895 206 I? 8 44 6 10
Tarana to Rydal Road to the Meadows, ma Honeysuckle Falls........ 1896 12 9 0 12 9 0
Tallawang Road to “ Goodiman Inn ” ............................................ 1893 403 3 5 77 r3 6
Treweek’s to Lewis Ponds . .. ......................................................... i895 257 19 4 128 5 4
Tallywalka Embankment Fencing............. .................................. 1896 44 IO O 44 10 0
Tabrabueea to Hamond’s.......................................................................... j l 78 4 10 78 4 10
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Return of Expenditure on Public Works—continued.

Work, and where situated.

ROADS AND BRIDGES—continued. 
Tomki Estate Road, through from Tatham, Lismore Road., 
Thalaba, via Major’s Creek, to Stroud

road up Black’s Creek to

Taylor’s Flats, via Bolong and Phillis Creek, to junction with
Burrowa, Narrawa Road ..................................................................

Tarraganda to Reedy Swamp ................. ................................................
Thirlmere, via Westbourne Avenue, across Noonan’s Bridge, to 

Howarth’s Farm ....................
Toongabbie Post Office and Public School and Church towards

Railway .............................................................
Uralla to Bundarra ......................................... .......
Ulmarra to Yamba............................................. .......
Ulmarra to Corindi .................................................
Uralla, via Balala, to Kingstown............................
Uralla, via Gostwycke, to Rockwood .....................
“ Union Inn,” Rutherford, to Melville Ford.........
Union Church to Southgate Wharf.........................
Underbank to Upper Chichester,...................... .
Underbank to Upper Williams.................................
Umbango, via Oberne, to Tarcutta.........................
Ulundry to Obley ............ ........................................
Urana to Boree Creek ................ ........ ...................
Urana to Brookong Diggings .................................
Upper Dartbrook and Sparke’s Creek Road.........
Upper Dartbrook to Upper Wybong .....................
Upper Lansdowne Roads.........................................
Upper Road to Eastwood.........................................
Upper Picton to Windmill Hill .............................
Upper Karaah Flat to Wingham-Nowendoc Road 
Upper North Creek to Byron Bay Road 
Upper Camden Haven to Laurieton,

Perrott’s C.P...................................................................
Upper Boggy Creek Road.....................................................
Violet Dale up Dumaresq Creek.........................................
Vacey to Gresford...... .........................................................
Vacey to Summer Hill .........................................................
Vineyard School to Pitt Town Common.............................
Woodfordleigh to Tynedale............. ...................................
Wyrallah to Rous .................................................................
Webster’s to Flood’s................. ...........................................
W'ce Talaba, via Angledool, to Goodooga ........................ .
Wardell, Rous Road, to Alstonville....................................
Wardell to Rous.....................................................................
Wardell to Emigrant Creek Bridge .................................
Wardell to the Beach .........................................................
Woodburn to Bungawalbyn Ferry.....................................
Woodburn to Evan’s River Heads................. ...................
Woodburn to Tucki .............................................................
Woodburn, Wardell Road, to the Beach .........................
Woodburn to Boundary Creek............................................
Woodburn to Boundary Creek at Blanche’s .....................
Woodburn to Dungarubba ................................. ...............
Woodburn to the Gap (IlukaRoad) .................................
Waterview to Ramornic ................. ...................................
Walla Walla Roads .............................................................
West Branch, Orara River, to Buchanan’s .....................
Whiteman’s Creamery to Whiteman’s Bridge'................ .
Warialda to Bogamildi....................................................;...
Warialda to Inverell......................................................... .
Warialda to Yetman.............................................................
Warialda to Gunyerwarialdi .............................................
Warialda, via Gragin, to Reedy Creek ............................
Warialda, via Ezzie’s, to Moree .........................................
Wilson’s Downfall to Rivertree .........................................
Wilson’s to Sneath’s.............................................................
Wellingrove to Strathbogie and Bonshaw.........................
Wandsworth to “Old Ben Lomond Inn” ........................ .
Wallangra to Strathbogie.....................................................
Wallangra to Boggabilla .....................................................
Walgett to Covubogolong ....................................................
Walgett to Goondabloui .....................................................
Walgett Road, to Wee Waa, to Pian Creek .....................
Walgett, via the Springs to Brewarrina, Goodooga Road
Walgett, via Goodooga, to Brenda................. ...................
Walgett to Corinda ............................................................
Walgett towards Brewarrina ........................................... .
Walcha Road to Walcha.....................................................
Walcha Road to Niangla....................................................
Walcha to Emu Creek........................................................
Walcha to Eulo....................................................................
Walcha to Aberbaldie ........................................................ .
Wingham, up Cedar Party Creek........................................
Wingham and Nowendoc Road to Karaak Flat ............
Wingham, via Brimbin, to Lansdown................................
Wingham to Nowendoc .....................................................
Wingham, via Ashlea, to Kelvin Grove............................
Wingham,-?;?« Bungay, to Bo Bo Creek............. ....... .

i

Whether 
Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defrayed.

When
com

menced.

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

£ 8. d. £ S. d.
r 1896 7 8 9 7 8 9

>5 33 b O 33 6 O

20 12 6 20 12 6

)i 108 0 O 108 O O

jj 14 10 O 14 10 0

1879
3° 0 O 3° O 0

21,140 5 I 274 II 6

I893 3.9l8 17 7 838 IO 2

1887 i,6ii 9 IO 171 5 9
1881 3.471 2 0 129 12 3
1894 245 16 2 75 13 10
1885 811 7 6 5° 15 4
1889 2,426 15 10 68 5 8

1896 107 I3 0 107 13 0

i893 355 5 7 I34 II 7
}> 777 9 10 79 I O

1894 178 7 0 96 7 O
JJ 85 I 4 42 0 O

1896 9 O 0 9 0 O
1893 242 17 4 54 2 10

1896 13 8 0 r3 8 0
„ 3^5 5 0 365 5 0

1892 1,041 0 0 175 O 0
!895 26 8 0 r4 O 0

1896
60 0 0 3° O 0
24 J9 1 24 19 I

J> 36 O 8 36 O 8

* >J 14 2 2 H 2 2

1894 243 9 3 81 4 4
I896 283 13 2 283 13 2

JJ 67 0 O 67 O O

J) 37 8 4 37 8 4

‘89s 794 4 2 67 I 5
1888 8,934 6 4 271 6 6

1896 80 O O 80 O O
1893 326 6 4 87 O I

1891 9-4 I 5 60 H 3
Maintenance, Consoli- i895 1,060 O 3 479 7 0

repair, and dated «{ 1890 i,394 IO 2 206 O 10

construction. Revenue. 1891 5i4 14 2 6 IO 0

1892 I,III I 5 151 0 0

189S 72 18 9 23 16 9
1891 2,915 I 2 461 19 3
1896 18 10 3 18 10 3

JJ 3°2 9 0 302 9 O

>> 17 6 O 17 6 O
1891 i,4°4 3 6 160 14 0

i893 429 I 9 92 16 4

1891 284 2 9 79 !9 6

1895 rl3 O O 40 0 0
1891 974 12 2 H5 10 0

1896 S2 IO 0 S2 10 0

1894 595 8 I 211 4 8

1896 9°3 12 II 9°3 12 II
1876 9,420 5 8 210 19 O
1879 5,590 II IO 282 II 8

1886 1,038 3 2 71
8 8

1876 25,492 9 4 124 I O

1887 4,850 3 3 171 5 8

1896 71 O O 7i 0 O
1889 2,017 18 5 36 7 O

1888 1,193 5 2 5° I O
1894 363 18 2 190 4 2
1895 l,3[2 12 I 1,068 13 8
i8Q2 639 IO I 84 18 2
1896 300 0 O 300 O O
1894 3i5 7 3 22 14 6

1896 19S 5 9 198 5 9
1893 1,772 II 10 369 12 10

I8Q6 121 16 121 l6

1894 269 8 O IO9 O 0

1896
919 18 II 199 I 6

200 0 O 200 O 0
^93 226 19 7 37 l6 3
1892 941

8 7 200 O 0
,, 327 6 5 9° O 0

1882 2,710 16 5 2 12 3 3
1884 708 4 8 39 II 4
is«5 778 10 6 34 19 6

1883I i7,5u 9 5 965 17 6

1876 3,74o 14 2 201 l6 O
^95 86 7 6 48 O O
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Eettjrn or Expenditure on Public Works—continue!,.

Work, and where situated. Whether 
Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from w hich 
the Expense 
is defrayed

When
Com

menced

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897

Amount 
expended from

1 Julj, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897

EOADS AND BBIDG-ES—continued. £ £L a. £ s. d.
Wilson’s Biver, Bar Scrub, to Walcha ........ ........................ r 1877 3.537 II 4 I08 1 9
Wauchope to Beechwood ................................. ......................... 1890 406 l6 2 78 6 9Wauchope to Heron’s Creek ............................................................. 1892 L794 3 9 259 J9 7Wyong, via Tuggerah. Takes Jflatfoim, to Water Keserve .No. 76 828 I O 78 13 10
Woodbury’s to Yarramalong ........... . .. 1896 345 19 5 345 J9 5Wyong to Allison’s . . .........................................................................

1879
i5° O O 15° O 0

Warkworth to Putty ... .................................................................. ii,543 I 3 675 O 0
Warkworth, via Bulga to Holmes Creek ........................................... 1896 43 14 3 43 14 3
Wollombi to Cessnock ............................................................................ 1893 3 21 rt I 4 530 I 10
Wollombi and Wyong Boad to Olney Beserve ................................... 1896 105 14 3 io5 H 3
Woy Woy to Blackwall ............................ ................................ 1894 130 7 1 67 iS 7
Wollombi Koad to Ellalong..................................................................... 1895 167 3 8 7i l6 8
AYollombi to Congewar ..................................................................... 1890 L779 T7 II 228 8 2
Wollombi Boad to Home’s Yalley ......................................................... 1896 36 5 3 36 5 3
Wobombi up Yango Creek .................................................................. 1892 646 9 6 51 15 0
'Wollombi up Narone Creek ... ....... ................................ 1896 3r I O 31 I 0
Wiseman's Ferry to Broke .............................................. . ................ 848 7 7 848 7 7Wiseman’s Ferry lo Mouth Mangrove Creek ... ............................... i56 6 O I56 6 0
Wallsend to Gosfoid Boad, at Cooranbong .................................... 1878 12,024 2 4 464 l6 7
Wallsend to Sandgate Cemetery.......................................................... 1884 356 I O 76 4 9Wallsend to Lake Macquarie ............ ................................. 773 15 8 125 r7 1
West Wallsend Belief.Works ................................. .................. i89S 320 7 6 58 0 0
West Maitland to Dunmore................................................................ 1883 4,044 2 IO 237 9 4West Maitland to Malbermg Creek ................... ........................... 1894 250 O 0 150 0 0
West Maitland to Cessnock ................................................................ 1892 3»271 17 10 1,043 7 s
West Maitland, ria Louth Park, to East Maitland .... ... . 1894 250 O 0 IOO 0 0
Waratah towards Maitland....................................... ........ 1882 I4,5I5 I 3 761 4 9
Woodtown towards Quinndi ............................................................... 1896 45 9 0 45 9 0
W allabadali to Quirmdi .. ............................................. 1878 5,®I9 12 5 241 16 2
Wallabadah to Nundle and Swamp Creek............................................ 1S82 6,483 2 0 216 13 2
Woolamon to Cadells............................................................................. 1802 144 0 1 20 I7 0
Werns Creek G-ap to Railway Station ................................................. J} 120 5 7 20 0 0
Walcha to Nowendoc ......................................................................... 1879 5,460 7 9 397 14 10
Walcha to Uralla ..................................................................................... 1877 4,866 5 2 43 I4 9
Walcha to Port Macquarie ..................................................................... jSps 445 7 4 445 7 4Waterfall to Otford Hill ............. ......................................... 1890 1,500 IS 2 246 7 11
Waterfall to Otford Hill Deviation at Helensburgh Railway Station.,. 1896 202 13 0 202 13 0
Wheeo towards Crookwell . ....................................................... 1884 4,543 19 5 95 10 1
Wheeo to Binda .. ........................................... 1877 2,508 10 n 54 19 6
Wheeo to Bexd’s Elat ............................................................................. 1896 81 15 0 81 15 O
Wheeo Post Office to Gunning ....................................................... 1888 i-557 6 3 III 10 3
Wallen’s Gap, via Ballalaba, to Oranmer.................................. Maintenance, Consoli* i875 1 927 I 3 8 r 10 u
Waroo, via Boambolo, to Cavan Gap . ........................................ * repair, and dated * 1891 766 7 5 90 14 6
Wyndham to Burrogate ................................................... construction. Ke'v enue. 1892 243 IO 0 44 18 O
Wellesley’s, via Craigie, to the Border ................................................. 1896 74 7 0 74 7 O
Wilton Post Office to Maldon .............................................................. 7 15 0 7 15 O
Wendowie, up east bank Gilmore Creek ............................................. 1891 668 O 4 83 10 6
Wendomie School, up west bank Gilmore Creek .................................. 1894 206 9 8 52 9 O
Wagga Wagga, via Bailway Line, to Narrandera Crossing, Cowabee

Creek ........... .......... .............................................................. 1896 12 18 7 12 18 7
Wagga Wagga to Gillenbah .................................. .................. 1892 2,769 18 2 379 13 6
Wagga Wagga to Gregadoo ................................................................ 189I 1,078 13 0 128 12 5
Wagga Wagga to Gregadoo Boad, along west side Lake Albert......... 1896 0 0 35 0 O
Wagga Wagga to Coolamon . . .. .... .................. 1892 871 4 3 102 8 I
Wagga Wagga and Coolamon Boad, near Coolamon, to Xooyal........ 1896 15 16 0 15 l6 O
Wagga Wagga to Wantabadgery ......................................................... l892 963 13 8 199 6 I
Wagga Wagga to Cookardma ............................................................ 1,334 J9 10 80 IO O
Wagga Wagga, via Sandy Creek, to Bock Station ............................. 1893 559 II 8 86 6 2
Wagga Wagga to Kyamba ................. . ............................................. 1881 12,536 17 O 378 15 5Wagga Wagga to Narrandera................................................................. 1864 16,377 8 9 149 7 O
Wagga Wagga to Junee .. ..................................................... 1892 507 12 2 89 9 9Wagga Wagga-Narrandera Road, at h R , 1,421 to Devlin’s Siding .. 1896 15 O O 15 0 0
Wagga Wagga, via Railway Lice, to Narrandera................................

i895
108 5 O 108 5 0

Walla Walla to Henty ............................................................................ 29 l6 O 14 16 0
Widdm Creek to Walla ................................................................ 1894 119 13 9 44 13 9
Whitton Station to Cudgelhco ............................... ............................... 1892 7,i4i 7 9 624 17 4
Wilgoa to Wandello....................................................... ................. * 1896 40 O 0 40 0 0
Wombat, via Kmgsrale, to Young Municipal Boundary..................... 1894 237 12 8 82 10 8
Wombat to Wallendbeen .................................................................. 136 13 4 39 4 O
Wallendbeen to Stockinbingal............................................................. 533 18 IO 210 18 IO
Welaregang to lintaldra ...................................................................... 160 13 9 48 0 3
Wentworth to South Australian Border................................................ 1885 i,377 13 6 4 0 0
Wentworth to Euston . ................................................ . .. 1896 41 O 9 4* 0 9
Wolumla to Yurammie ........................................................................ 83 7 0 36 1 0
Wentworth Falls to Burragorang ...................................................... 1,428 8 9 591 9 4
Wimbledon lo Fitzgerald Yalley .......................................................... 1896 35 0 0 35 0 0
Worboys to Spring Terrace...................................................................... 67 6 0 67 6 0
West Portland to Comleroy Road . , ............. 1888 820 5 9 78 I 9
Windsor, via Cornwallis, to Richmond................................................. I896 72 9 10 72 9 10
Windsor to Bull Ridge ........................................................................ 1895 3° 5 *9 11 169 !9 11
Windsor, via Sackville, to Wiseman’s Ferry . . . ... 1883 io,548 12 6 5°9 4 1
Windsor Road, to Model Farm ......................................................... 1896 22 8 O 22 8 0
Windsor to Blacktown Road ... .................................................... 1896 21 14 9 21 14 9
Windsor to North Dural, between Pitt Town and Cattai..... ............... i895 III 12 10 8 T9 8
Windsor Koad to Mulgrave Statioa .................................................... 1896 23 5 0 23 5 O
Wiseman’s Ferry to Singleton Mill......................................................... J 1889 603 5 1 82 18 8
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Rkitten of Expenditure on Public Woeks—continued.

Woik, and where situated.

ROADS AND BRIDGKES—continued.

Wiseman’s Derry, through Leet’s Yale to Dargle’s Farm ..................
Windeyer to Queen’s Pinch......  ...................................................
Wmdeyer to Queen’s Pinch, at Campbell’s Crossing .........................
Wallerawang to Mudgee .......................................................................
Wallerawang to Rydal .. .. ..............................................................
Wallerawang to Henderson’s Q-ate.........................................................
Walli to Woodstock..................................................................................
Woodstock to Canowindra .....................................................................
Woodstock to Mt. McDonald.................................................................
Woodstock to Kangaroo Flat . ................................................
Wall’s Junction to Botobolar..............................................................
Wellington to Ulundry................................................................ . ... .
Wellington to Woolamon ... ........................................................
Wellington to Cobborah . . . .........................................................
Wellington to Cobborah, at Comobella towards Wellington ........
Wellington to Mumbil and Burrendong Road .....................................
Wilcannia to Ivanhoe . ........ ....................................
Wilcannia to Wentworth .........................................................................
Wilcannia to Wompah ............................ ..................................
Wilcannia to Wompah (Coally Flat Embankment).........................
Wilcannia to Cockburn ........................................................ ...
Wilcannia to Bourke—Repairs to Crossings ........................................
Western Roid—Mam ... ....................................................
Wellington to Ponto .. ................. ............................
Wilber torce to Pitt Town .. ........................... ...............
Wellington to Groolma.......................... ........................................
Wilcannia to Wanaanng......................................................... ...
AVall’s to Bowning .................................................................................
AVarne to Mumble....................................................................................
Warne Road to Kerr’s Creek .................................................................
Wilberforce to Argyle Reach ..............................................................
Wybong to Brogheda Road ...............................................................  1
Wallarobba lo Brookfield and Brancli, via German Bridget© Clarence

town and Dungog Road ............................................................ !
AVallarobba and Dungog Road to Cox’s Cieek......................................
Webber’s Creek to Paterson and Maitland Roid.................................
West Maitland up right bank Hunter River (Oakhampton Road) .. 
West Maitland, ma Glenarvon to East Maitland and Paterson Road .
Woolong to head of Sandy Creek .........................................................
Waddell’s Orchard, via White’s Falls to Great North Road..........
Woodville Road to Fairfield Station .....................................................
Woolgoolga to the Bay ...................................................................... *
Wahroongah, eastward to Burn’s Road ... ....................................
Williamstown to Medowie .....................................................................
Wollir to Ulan .....................................................................................
Wollar to Barragan ......................................................
Wallace to Harefi-ld Railway Station ..................................................
Windellama to the Spa and Jessep Mines .............................................
Whgley’s Road from Cobar Road to Wiglev’s .............................
Windsor Road, at Death’s towards Kellyville ......................... ...........
Windsor Roid, at Rous Hill to Rook’s Farm ..................................
Yarrow ford to Ranger’s Yalley .......................................................
Young A\Tallsend to Minmi ............................................................
Yarraman to Back Creek .................................................. ........
Yass to Fairfield Bridge ...................................................................
Yass, via Wee Jasper to Tumut.....  .............................................
Yass, via Jerriwa to Dalton...................................................................
Yass to Woolgarlo .........................................................................
Yass to Dalton and Burrowa Road ......................................................
Yass to Black Range....... ................................................................
Yass to Wargelia ......................................................................................
Yass to Near Gundaroo ..........................................................................
Yass to Near Gundaroo Road to Road Murrumbateman to Gmninderra
Yass Road to Cullmga................... ..........................................
Young to Koorawatha.............................................................................
Young, via Moppity to Burrowa and Cunmngrah Road.....................
Young to Murrumburrah ...................... ;..............................................
Young to Jerrybang and Bumbaldry .................................................
Young, via Morangareli to Marsden ...................................................
Young to Burrowa.................................................................................
Young to Temora ...................................................................................
Young to Grenfell..................................................................................
Yambla Station to Jmgelhc ................................................................
Yerong Station to Urangehne..................................................................
Yerong Creek to Mangoplah ...................... .............................
Yerong Station to Urangehne, at Young Cemetery to Mittagong . ...
Yarramundi, via Enfield +o Wilberforce and Pitt Town Road ........
Yarramundi to Richmond ..............................................................

Whether 
Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defraj ed.

When
com

menced

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expendituie to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from

1 Julj, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

£ 8. d. £ S. d.
r 1896 20 7 4 20 7 4

1892 898 2 5 164 17 6
1896 40 I O 40 I O
1857 --1 bo X. O 17 3 904 O O
1893 367 7 2 75 7 3
1896 20 9 8 20 9 8

1888 CSS1 17 IO r59 13 O
1891 2,390 17 2 472 ib 7
1883 5.97S I 11 3'4 11 6
1896 53 9 3 53 9 3
1884 1,665 O 0 8 [ 18 I
1894 945 2 6 2-4 T9 10

1890 2,'55 7 3 291 15 8
1882 6,264 '4 6 663 6 I
1896 40 O 0 40 O O
1880 5,774 J3 II 54 8 O

2,049 18 0 208 i5 9
1888 2,)S5 3 5 275 4 IO

1 1892 2,917 5 7 573 i5 6
1896 I9O 18 0 190 18 O
1890 3,280 4 10 223 4 O
1896 14 6 0 i4 6 O
1857 618,043 15 9 9,630 II 8
1891 1.534 2 5 252 3 9
'895 104 5 6 83 15 3

»} 1,018 7 5 544 l6 2
104 5 0 29 0 3

„ 34 4 6 •l7 17 O

1896
I 2 I 12 10 80 0 O
55 19 0 55 19 0

189s ICO O 0 5° 0 O
1896 34 17 9 34 17 9

120 0 0 120 0 O
,, 27 0 0 27 0 O

1 3° O 0 3° 0 O
1 180 3 8 180 3 8

ii 42 0 0 42 O O
25 0 0 25 O O

1 67 0 0 67 0 O
j ,, 37 15 4 37 15 4

248 0 0 248 0 O
Maintenance, Consoli- 1 227 10 0 227 10 O

>- repair, and dated <! 31 0 0 3r 0 O
construction. Rei enue. 3; 55 7 4 55 7 4

3 i 38 7 4 38 7 4
a 74 H 5 74 H 5
if 39 I I 6 39 I I 6

i' 5 O 0 5 O 0

10 O 0 IO O 0

10 O 0 IO O 0
18S1 2,365 15 11 40 18 11
189O 2,008 l6 1 169 O 8
1891 244 13 7 i4 l6 5
J895 6,134 3 3 230 O 0

I892 3,r47 I 7 1,490 3 3
189, 528 iS 0 105 r3 0

i875 4,167 3 3 158 17 0
189O 510 II 0 87 8 1
1S85 329 I 4 S6 8 0

1896 78 l6 0 78 l6 0

)SS2 9,59° I s 285 I 7
1896 67 19 0 67 T9 0

1892
35 8 4 35 8 4

335 15 9 87 H 4
j88o 1,858 II IO 180 8 0
1889 2,118 4 3 84 I 6

1892 6oo 0 9 156 I 8
1887 6483 *3 4 392 6 7
1876 13,764 15 5 198 17 4
1883 9,009 6 6 300 O 0
1888 7875 18 2 634 13 II
1892 4,691 r3 0 835 IO 0
i8ss 2,874 5 11 354 12 I
1894 114 5 10 45 O 0

1S96 22 11 0 22 II 0

iS83 2,308 8 2 242 7 II
1896 71 9 I 71 9 I

j> IO O 0

,, 12 !5 0

3} 15 0 0

33 9 9 0

„ 34 O 0
33 272 4 0

STREETS.
Narrari-stweet, Bermagui.........................................................
Geddes-street, Warialda ........................................................
Hope-street, Warialda ............................................................
Copeland street East, Beecroft................................................
Helensburgh West—Clearing.................................................
M)ers-street, Wilcannia, in approach to AVilcannia Bridge
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Eeturn of Expenditure on Public Works—continued.

Work, ndvhere uated

STREETS—continued,
Russarfc-street, Lyndhurst.............................................
Mande-street, Barraba ............................................
Young-street, Brewarrina................ ............................
High-street, Lawrence, Clearing ...................................
Hillgrove Hospital, Street leading to ........................
Primrose-street, Wingham ..........................................
Rifle-street, Clareneetown..........................................
Eop-street, Walgett.............................. ......................
Neild-street, Wyalong .................................................
Louee-street, Rylstone .................................................

SUNDRIES.
Compensation to A. J. Single ...................................... ..........................
Centennial Park Relief Works.................................................................
Church and School Lands, Randwiek Trust Eund ..... . .
Expenses of Punts.................................................................................
Incidental Expenses.................................................. .............................
Lighting Belmore Bridge.........................................................................
Gratuity, Retrenched Officers..................................................  ...........
Establishment, Salaries......................... ... ......................... .......
Salaries, Equipment, and Travelling Allowances .................................
Compensation to Mrs. J. H. Gordon ................. ... ..........
Compensation to Dennis Hall . .. .. ....................
Special Grants to Country and Suburban Municipalities (as per 

Statement.)'
Clearing Scrub, Rifle Range, Randwiek..................................................
Bridge Material .......................................................................................
Boring Supplies .............................. .......... ................
Boiler and Steam Winch—Repairs .. . . ................... ..
Bridge Store Account .............................................................. . .
Testing Timber Joints ............................ .................................
Weather ng Gear for Bridges.................................. .....................
Purchase of Metal from Railway Commissioners .............................

Amounts issued to Municipalities for Maintenance of Minor Roads 
within their Limits.

As per Statement* .... ....... ................ ....................
Armidale Council..............................................................................
Ballina..................... . ...................................................
Cobar ...............................................................................................
Cabramatta and Canley Yale .........................................................
Demliqum ..........................................................................................
Liverpool ............................................ ....................................
Morpeth................. .................................................................
Moama.................................................................................................
Penrith ...................................................................................
St. Mary’s ... .. ... .. ....................
Wentworth........................................................................................
Work done for other Departments ..............................................

PUNTS.
Ryde Punt—Approaches..........................................................................
Macksville Punt and Approaches ..................................................
Boat at Mookerawa Creek, Macquarie River ....................................
Punt, Hawkesbury River, at Windsor ..................................................
Teven Ferry—Approaches ......................................................................
Port Hacking Punt—Repairs............. ................ . ...............
Murwillumbah—New Punt ... ....................................... .
Boat at Keepit ......................... ............................................
George’s River Ferry—Approaches .. ............ .......................
Byrnes’ Point Ferry—Waiting-shed . . ......................................
Tynedale Punt—Approaches..................................... . . ............
Wyong Ferry—Approaches........................................ .................
Tmonee Punt—Approaches......................... ........................
Raymond Terrace Ferry—Approaches, Miller’s Fore it Side .............

,, ,, Fresh Water Supply ..........................
Ferry-house, Raymond Terrace—Alterations ....................... .
Slip and Shed, Woodburn Punts . ... ..............................

CAUSEWAYS
Baerami Creek—Causeway.............................. .4 .. . ..
Mulga Creek, Byrock to Bourke Cobar Road ... . .............
Causeway, Wallamandara towards Warrangong . ...............
Causeway, Kean’s Gully, Mam South Road . . « ...
Causeway, McLaughlin’s Creek, at Sutton ..............................
Boggabn in Approach............. .......................................................

CULVERTS.
Culvert, Alcorn’s Creek............................................. .

,, Bjragoot Lake Crossing, Bega to Bermagui ..
,, Brady’s Cowal Metalling Approaches.........
„ Blacktown Road..............................................
,, Berrigan Creek, Shands to Bemgan ....
,, Botany Road, Waterloo.................................
„ Hamilton’s, Main South Coast Road...............
„ Hinton, Mount Kanw’ary, on road...............

Whether 
Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defraj ed

When
com

menced

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expendituie to
30 June, 1S97

Amount 
expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

£ s. d. £ s. d.
1S96 6 6 6

,, .................... 29 O O

>> 143 9 9
35 ......... 3 19 8

>3 20 3 3
33 IO 11 6

33 ................ 75 17 0
,, 400 0 0

300 9 0
33 53 0 0

„ 400 0 0
„ 459 0 11
33 3.634 2 0

>3 IO,l64 12 10

>3 3.596 5 7
5° 0 0

33 ................. 243 19 5
j) 12,396 3 4
>j 43,625 8 0

33 .... .. 500 0 0
126 0 0

J3 6i,i45 19 1

3» I4[ 17 9

33 8 13 4
33 3 5 8

33 17 75 17
,, 273 12 7

33 5 i 4
,, ............................ 31 5 6

”
1,000 O O

7,926
•

13 i
33 44 0 0
.. 22 0 0
,, 38 0 0

33 43 10 0

Maintenance, Consoli- 33 38 10 0

- repair, and dated ^ 33
eonstiuction. Revenue. 33 34

3° 10 0

33 15 0 0

33 .................... 16 5 0
3 O O

33 .................... 1,768 14 5

3) 17 17 6

33 119 14 6
,, 2 73 2

3) 323 12 9

33 71 75 0
3» 3 0 0

237 0 2
.. 8 8 0

I I O
......... 12 9 6

l6 l6 O
I 12 2

385 77 2
768 IO I
87 8 0

146 5 0

» 98 0 3

25 12 O

33 59 19 O
„ 79 Ip O

73 79 3
64 2 6

35 6 0

3* 80 3 0
,, 200 0 0

33 44 0 0

3) 25 0 0
25 0 0

3 3 .......... . ...... 146 16 10

24 5 °
1

”
81 19 2

14—N
* Statement herewith
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Return op Expenditure on Public "Works—continued.

Work, and where situated.
Whether 

Constructing or 
under Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defrayed.

When
com

menced

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to 
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from 

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

COL VERTS—continued.
Culvert in Lane, near Trangie Railway Station .................................

Llandilo to Blacktown, on road ..............................................
Middle Creek, Cannonbar to Pine Range ...............................
Morpeth, on railway line ................................ ..........................
near Aberfoil, Road Guyra to Oban ............. ........................
near Ringswood, Main West Road..........................................
North Creek, Braidwood to Nerriga .....................................
on road, Tenterfield, via Griffith’s and Rigney’s farms towards

the Mole..............................................................................
over Cowal, at Gordie’s Gate, Grangee to Collie ..................
on road, Milson’s Point, via Lane Cove to Peat’s Ferry ......
Pay ling Yard Creek ..................................................................
Sheep Station Creek, Cootamundra to Gundagai .............. .
Hutching’s Gully .................................................................. .
Hinton to Mount Kanwary ................ .................................. ^
Slaughter House Creek..........................................................

FOOTBRIDGES.
Footbridge, Burrangong Creek ..............................................................

„ Karuah River, Gorton’s Crossing.......................................
„ Jembaicumbene Creek ......................................................
„ Back Creek ..........................................................................
„ Yetman..................................................................................
,, Lett’s Creek, Hartley Vale to Lithgow..............................
„ Rocky River, Glen Elgin ..................................... .............
,, Bega River, Auckland ......................................................
,, Bargo River..........................................................................
„ Meadow Creek.............................................. ............
„ Quirindi Creek, at Wallabadah ..........................................

CONSTRUCTION AND REPAIR OF BRIDGES.
Albury

s. d.

Armidale............
Bourke................
Blayney ............
Bega....................
Ballina............. .
Bombala............
Braidwood ........
Bathurst............
Bellingen............
Campbelltown...,
Cowra ................
Casino................
Crookwell ........
Cootamundra ....
Cooma................
Dubbo................
Deniliquin ...... .
Forbes................
Grafton ............
Gosford ............ .
Goulburn .........
Glen Innes ........
Hay....................
Inverell ...........
Kiama ..............
Kempsey...........
Lismore .......... .
Maclean ..........

' Murwillumbali ,
Maitland .........
Muswellbrook....
Moree................
Mudgee ............
Moss Vale ........
Metropolitan ....
Narrabri............
Newcastle ........
Orange................
Parramatta........
Port Macquarie . 
Queanbeyan ....
Quirindi ............
Richmond ........
Stroud................
Tumut...............
Taree ................
Tamworth ........
Tenterfield ........
Xumberumba ...
Wollombi ........
Walgett............
Warialda............
Wagga Wagga ,
Yass..................
Young...............

Maintenance, 
repair, and 

construction,

Consoli' 
dated ^ 

Revenue.

£ s. d.
123 18 0

4 12 0
212 l6 6

31 2 6
41 r9 4

116 14 7
5° 0 0

44 19 0
74 19 0

5 2 0
47 2 0
3° 0 0

118 18 4
81 19 2
28 0 0

44 0 0
14 10 0
71 4 5
20 0 0
84 5 8

101 13 3
!7 6 0
96 9 0
25 0 0
10 0 0
63 11 6

339 i4 ir
408 6 7
639 9 0

44 4 4
235 !3 4

5 0 0
69 iS 11
23 15 0

291 10 1
33 15 9
38 0 0

247 14 3
392 15 1

3° 11 5
494 19 10

35 10 0
271 10 8
118 7 5
911 6 8

80 19 4
3° 8 1

120 12 11
140 5 2
383 5 0

9 7 2
74i 11 5
5°5 4 4
273 H 11
68 18 8

330 0 1
1,127 15 6

202 10 10
363 1 4

79 1 2
195 1 3
526 11 4
182 5 6
201 12 5
506 1 1
213 16 9
336 4 5
289 18 0

. 415 8 6
401 19 0
420 18 7
280 1 5
182 12 8
613 4 2
124 11 11

19 8 3
86 1 10

5i7 10 1
95 3 6

145 16 10
288 2 5
3?4 1 2
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Retuhn of Expendituhe on Public Woeks—continued.

Work, and where situated.
Whether 

Constructing 
or under 
Repair

BRIDGES—continued.

Bridge, Aston’s Cr^eV, Delegate to Bombala ........ . .. .
„ Brushy Creek .................... . .............
,, Broken Back Creek, Conganni to Port Macquine. 
„ Black and Deep Creeks, Cessnock to Allandale 

Bega River, at Bega—Repairs ... ...
„ Black Gully Creek, Moree, via Goonal to Mogil

Mogil ................. .................
„ Broadwater ........................................
„ Baronne Creek, Coonamble to Gilgandra 
„ Bril Bril Creek, Ennis to Glen Esk, Upper Plains 
,, Brown’s Creek, Carcoar to Miltliorpe and Cadia .
,, Beckett’s Creek and Approach .......
,, Brian’s Bridge 01 er Cuddle’s Creek .
„ Black Bob’s Creek ..........................................
,, Belford Creek ..... .... . . ........
„ Brewer’s Creek, Wilcannia to Weutwoith Falls .
„ Belongil Creek .............................. ............
,, Black Creek, Tenterfield to Tabulam...................
„ Boomerang Creek...................................... .
„ Cattai or Murphy’s Creek, Rous Hill to Dural ..
,, Carore Creek ............ .................................
,, Cattai Creek, McGrath’s Hill to Maroota......
„ Croaker’s Waterholes, Dunmore to Clareneetown
„ Chittaway ........................................ ............
„ Curban Creek ........ . .. .......................

Catherine Hill Bay .............................................
„ Cuttaburra Creek .................................................
„ Cooper’s Creek, Bega to Bembooka ....................
„ Cooper’s Creek, Clunes to Staggs ........................
,, Cowra—Maintenance .............................................
,, Cungegong Creek ...............................................
„ Cudgegong Creek....................................................
„ Chanty Creek, Taree ......... .......................
„ Cedar Party Creek, at Barnes’ Crossing .............
,, Cedar Creek, Thirlmeie to Bakesland .............
„ Cabramatta Creek .. ............................................
„ Dingo Creek, at Rocky Crossing .......................
,, Double Creek, Mam South Coast Road ...........
,, Duren’s Creek, Gosford to Cooranbong...............
„ Doctor’s Creek .............. ?....................................
„ Eleven-mile Cieek, Tenterfield to Ballina............
„ Fiat Rock Gully ....................................................
„ Fos under the Hill ................ ..................
„ Gullies in Hoile’s portion 1 and 2, Colo River
„ Gundary Creek, near Goulburn..........................
,, Guilfoyle’s Creek ....................................................
„ Hyndman’s Creek .................................................
„ Hay, Footway ........................ ...............................
„ Herriott’s Creek...................... ........................
,, Ironworks Creek, Great South Road ...................
„ Jerrabat Gulla ... .....................................
,, Korea Creek, Main South Coast Road ...........
,, Kangaroo River, Old Bridge .............................
,, Kelaher’s Creek, Walgett to Plan Creek............
,, Laing’s Creek.........................................................
„ Jjachlan River, at Narrawa..................................
„ Limb’s Creek...........................................................
,, Little Dark Creek, Newcastle to Minmi.............
„ Lachlan River, at Inglewood . .
,, Mann River .................................
„ Moore’s Creek ....................
„ Muckerawa Creek.........................
„ Myrtle Creek, Casino to Lawrence .
„ Mooki River, Walballow ........
„ Mattaganah Creek ....................... .......
„ McLeod’s Creek, Murwillumbah to Cudgen
„ Mehi River.................. ........
„ Marone Creek, Tucki to Rous
,, Middle Arm..................................
„ Moule’s Main Flat ... ........
„ Nunnock Creek ... ...............
,, Nepean River, at Menangle......
„ Narrawalla ..............................
,, Nowra—Repairs ..........................
„ Norths..........................................
,, Old Walgett—Repairs . .
„ Old Man Creek, Wagga to Gillenbah
,, Orara River, neir Keranghi ............
,, Orara River, at Coutts’ Crossing .. .
,, Oakey Creek, Chandler’s Bridge to Kempsey
,, Oolong Creek, Dalton .....................................
,, Pitt Town, No. i ............... ........ > ..
„ Pearce’s Creek .................................................

Main
tenance, 

^ repair, 
and

construc
tion.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defraj ed

When
com

menced.

If Finished, 
actual amount of 

Expenditure

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expendituie to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from

1 July, 1B96, 
to 30 June, 1897.

£ 8. d. £ s. a. £ s. d.

r 1896 163 9 9 • •• • 163 9 9
52 10 O 5210 O

jj 168 I 9 ... 168 1 9
jj 511 13 4 .............. 51113 4
” 7 3 156 7 3

,, 325 10 9 32510 9xnO
N

CO 853 3 2 74219 IO
,, 244 8 ........................... 172 17 8

1896 249 2 O 249 2 O
JJ >93 6 2 193 6 2

1895 :5r 2 5 147 14 8
1896 274 6 7 ........................... 274 6 7
i895 541 17 2 33i 12 8

JJ 225 2 0 30 2 O
1896 l62 O 0 162 0 O
1895 144 O 0 109 O O

JJ 649 O 1 ... . ... 537 ” I

1896
Il8 1 I 5 68 17 5
458 2 1 458 2 I

i895 695 3 3 560 18 3
1896 653 7 7 653 7 7

J» 255 16 u 255 '6 II
i895 147 11 0 147 11 O

1896
78 12 2 50 12 2

269 8 8 269 8 8
1894 4 723 12 7 963 8 5
i895 636 O 6 351 1 6
1896 33 O 0 33 0 O
1895 172 IO 4 118 5 4

JJ 186 10 4 133 4 4
J> I.C73 9 9 673 r7 8

JJ 887 4 10 ........................ 73° 4 IO

JJ 1.565 H 3 1,466 14 3
I896 154 17 6 154 17 6
i895 278 i7 O 220 5 O
1896 547 9 7 547 9 7
i895 1.547 14 7 302 12 8
1896 262 IO 3 262 10 3
1895 548 3 I ......................... 546 18 I
1896 3°S 8 6 308 8 6

Revenue. 1895 256 9 8 158 9 8

JJ IS* 2 7 151 0 5
1896 397 I 4 397 i 4

JJ 598 12 X 598 12 1

JJ 141 5 3 141 5 3
1895

CO

15 9 353 15 9
1896 10 l6 O 10 16 0
i89S 623 18 4 580 13 9
I896 3H 12 4 ... 3H 12 4
i895 548 !9 O 348 2 8
1896 257 4 5 257 4 5

20 l6 IO 20 16 IO

JJ 194 8 2 194 8 2

JJ 219 9 9 219 9 9
JJ 1,531 IO 6 i,53i to 6

i895 284 12 3 23 17 6
1896 142 18 8 142 18 8

JJ 997 5 2 997 5 2
„ 1.567 5 O 1,567 5 O

JJ 33° O O 33° 0 O

» 355 12 2 355 12 2

JJ I.I94 10 7 1,194 10 7
JJ 586 II 3 442 II 3

1895 1.145 8 7 849 12 7
I896 198 19 4 I98 Ip 4
1895 907 13 I 893 to I
1896 33r II 2 331 ” 2

80 O O 8o 0 O

JJ 238. 13 9 238 13 9
„ 901 9 8 901 9 8

JJ 18 13 O 18 13 O
i895 447 2 I 390 8 I
1896 H7 II 6 147 11 6

1895
82 17 4 82 17 4
32 O O 13 0 O

,, 47i 4 O 60 4 O

JJ 604 17 II ........................... 85 H 3
1896 29 O O 29 0 O

JJ 39 IO O 3910 O

1895 621 2 IO 271 2 IO
1896 282 I 4 282 1 4

1 1893 265 J7 6 247 5 6
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Return of Expenditure on Public "Works—continued.

Work, and where situated.
Whether 

Constructing 
or under 
Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defrayed

BRIDGES—continued.

Bridge, Pambula River, at Pambula..................... ..............
„ Pelican Creek, Coraki to Wyrallali........................
„ Roberts’ or Boggy Creek............................. ..........
,, Rhones’ Creek ...... ................................................
,, Ropes’ Creek ............................................................
„ Snake’s Creek, Tenterfield to Ballina....................
,, Sandy Creek, Cooranbong to Newport ................
„ Sandy Creek, Tumut to Adelong............................
„ Sugarloaf Creek, Wollombi to Yango....................
„ Saucy Creek, Bombala to Delegate........................
„ Saltwater Creek, Mullimbimby to Byron Bay ....
„ Spickett’s Creek.............................. ........................
„ Southgate ................................................................
„ Tyndall’s Gully, Great West Road........................
„ Tyndall’s Gully, No. 3............................................
„ Thalaba Creek ........................................................
„ Taylor’s Creek ........................................................
„ Tucki Creek, Tucki to Rous....................................
„ Two-mile Creek, at Bigga........................................
„ Yogt’s Gully, Kelloshiel to Little Forest ......... .
„ Wilber Creek............................................................ .
,, Wongewomhle Creek.................................................
,, Waning Creek, at Home Yalley........ ................... .
,, Wakool .................................................................... .
„ Woolway Creek, Cooma to Buckley’s Crossing
„ Whiskin’s Gully ................ ...................................
„ Wyong Creek, Gosford to Cooranbong ................ .
„ Wickham and Approach ......................... .............. .
„ Windsor—Repairs......................................................
„ Yardley’s Creek, Kangaroo Yalley to Nowra .....
„ Apsley River, Fitzroy-street, Walcha.....................
„ Adelong, Lithgow.....................................................
„ Abercrombie .............................................................
„ Barwon, Brewarrina—Repairs ............................. .
„ Baker’s Creek, Limeburner’s Creek to Krambach.
,, Balranald ............ ....................................................
,, Barnes’ Gully......................... ...................................
„ Bundarra ................................ ..........................
,, Beardy River, Glen Innes to Red Range .............
„ Berrima River, Wingecarribco ......... .....................
,, Borambil Creek, Muswellbrook ..............................
„ Borambil Creek, Quirindi .................................... .
„ Ballacodyn Creek ....................................................
„ Belabula River, Carcoar ........................................ .
„ Beardy River, West Approach .............................
„ Barrington ......... .......................................................
„ Collarendabri............................................................
,, Camden Haven......................................... ...........
„ Cato Creek............................................................... .
„ Carr’s Gully .............................................................
„ Cosgrove Creek.......................................................
,, Coopernook—Maintenance ..................................... .
,, Campbell River—Approach....................................
„ Dingo Creek, at Tetsell’s........................................
,, Dunmore.............. ......................................... ..........
,, Deniliquin ......................... ......................................
„ Dalgetty....................................................................
„ Erina Creek—Repairs .............................................
,, Flanagan’s Creek, Main South Coast Road ........ .
„ Farmer’s Creek, Lithgow...........................*...........
,, Fitzroy, Windsor .................................................... .
„ Grattai Creek—Approach compensation .............
,, Gundagai ......... ......................................................
„ Glebe Island—Repairs.........................................
,, Gum Creek, Hay to Darlington Point ................
„ Governor’s Hill, Goulburn—Repairs....................
,, Hammer’s Creek ....................................................
,, Hampden River, Wagga—Approach.....................
,, Hay—Repairs ............................ ....................... .
,, Howlong ....................................................... ........
,3 Hawksview—Repairs .............................................
„ Iron Cove—Repairs................................................
,, Inverell ...........................................i..................
„ Irving, Casino ..... .................................................
3, Jones ............. ........................... ..............................
„ Kingswood..................... ..........................................
„ Limestone Creek ...................................................
„ Lane Cove and Parramatta—Repairs....................
„ Little Hartley Creek, Great West Road ............
„ Lanes ......... ............... ..............................................
„ Little Malabah ......................................... ..............
,, Mulwala.................. ...................................... ........
„ Marengo Creek .......................................................

Main
tenance,
repair,

and
construc

tion.

Consoli 
dated ^ 

Revenue.

When
com

menced.

If Finished, 
actual amount of 

Expenditure.

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

£ s. a. £ S. a. £ s. a.

1896 332 I2 0 332 12 0
14 IO O 14 10 O

,, 146 6 8 146 6 8
: 1895 408 15 6 66 *3 6

1896 429 IO 4 429 IO 4l j> 416 I IO 4l6 I 10

3 > 484 17 IO 484 17 10

33 235 7 9 235 7 9
203 4 3 203 4 3

1895
803 10 8 803 IO 8
3°S 6 6 54 r3 10

1896 142 6 4 46 0 4
1895 489 4 I 477 10 I
1896 108 IO O IO8 10 O

418 12 8 4l8 12 8
674 IS 5 674 15 5

1895 410 18 I I l8l 18 II
1896 223 3 7 223 3 7

„ 210 19 3 210 19 3
112 2 2 112 2 2
208 5 4 20S 5 4

j, 154 18 5 154 18 5
33 58 15 O 58 I5 O

1895 482 5 2 379 IO 2
I896 1,338 5 I 1,338 5 I
1895 i75 4 8 174 S 8
1896 1,387 is IO 1,387 15 IO
1894 392 7 2 59 14 b

33 2,189 3 3 1,691 :7 7
1896 137 i4 2 r37 14 2

3) 98 9 II 98 9 11
I 2 -6 I 2 9

1892
i34 18 2 134 18 2

1,309 IO 581 8 11
1896 128 3 O 128 3 0
1893 I,398 IO 6 487 8 4
1896 O 4 O O 4 0
1895 426 I II 292 II 11
I896 364 I I O 364 II 0

3) . * 1,187 14 2 1,187 14 2

33 45 19 0 45 r9 0
„ 47 19 6 47 !9 6

127 IO 0 127 10 O
>895 756 6 5 525 3 I
1896 60 O O 60 0 O
1895 3 8 9 O 5 O

22 19 4 12 1 O
1896 139 8 IO 139 8 10

3 3 306 IO 4 306 IO 4
3 3 93 I 0 93 1 O

1895 150 9 9 2 II O
288 I 7 196 I 9
195 O 8 93 r3 O

>> 163 O 5”1 48 3 3
1896 59 7 IO 59 7 10

2 l6 0 2 l6 0
2 12 0 2 12 0

3892 460 12 5 52 II 8
1896 III IO 4 III 10 4
1895 2 11 17 6 157 7 6
1896 17 12 7 17 12 7

IO 17 6 10 r7 6
1895 55 I 9 3 I 9
I896 45° I 3 45° I 3

9 13 0 9 I3 0
4 I 10 4 I 10

1895 454 II 6 453 9 8
1896 130 O 0 I30 O 0
1891 2,361 2 0 114 O 0
1896 197 7 3 197 7 3
1895 18 IO 8 15 19 II

103 18 3 55 '5 4
18 8 9 8 4 0

1896 62 4 II 62 4 II
33 52 O O 52 O 0
>3 31 I 2 31 I 2

33 4 IO 33 4 10
!895 1,859 4 0 I 5 9
1896 324 15 7 324 15 7

33 35 2 2 35 2 2
122 7 4 122 7 4

1894 84 6 7 21 18 7
1895 468 8 5 8 2 10
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Eetuen of Expenditure on Public Woeks—continued.

\York, and where situated.
Whether 

Constructing 
or under 
Repair.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defrayed.

BRIDGrES—continued.

Bridge, MacDonald River, 1 and 2 ..............................
„ Macqtiarie River ..............................................
,, Mountain Creek ..... .........................................
„ Muscle Creek, Great Noith Road ...................
„ Moruya Borings......................  .......................
„ on Main South Coast Road ..............................
,, Murray River, Mulwala (Approach) ..............
„ North Bourke.................................................... .
„ Nimboy River................ ....................................
,, Nojeau River ...................................................
,, Nepean River, Penrith—Repairs......................
„ Oyster Lake ......................................................
,, Oakey Creek, Narrabri to Pilliga ...................
„ opposite Sea wall, Coogce Bay—Repairs ......
„ Old Inverell—Repairs ........................................
„ Pyrmont—Repairs...............................................
„ Paynes ..............................................................
,, Parramatta—Repairs .......................................
j, Paterson River, at Yacey....................................
,, Parramatta River, at Rj’dalmere (Borings) ...
„ Peterkin’s Creek...................................................
„ Pitnacree ..........................................................
„ Paterson River, at Hinton ................................

Price’s, Main South Coast Road......................
,, Reedy Creek, Great North Road........................
,, Rankin’s, Bathurst—Repairs ............................
„ Swansea ............ ......................................... ........
,, Smith’s Creek........................................................
„ Six-mile Creek ....................................................
„ Saltwater Creek, Wilson’s River, via Bar Scrub to

Walcha..........................................................
„ South Creek ........................................................
„ Singleton—Repairs ............................................
,, Tocumwal ...........................................................
„ Tamworth—Repairs............................................
„ Tumbledown Creek—Land compensation ........
„ Tom Thumb Lagoon ........................................

• ,, Timber for bridges ............................................
,, Tclegherry Creek ................................................
„ Tuena—Repairs....................................................
,, Wentworth—Repairs ........................................
,, W ilcanni:—Maintenance................................... .
„ Waterworks, Botany............................................
„ Warren, Macquarie River ...............................
„ Adelong Creek, at Moore’s Crossing ...............
„ Bogan River, at Monkey .................... ..............
,, Blaxland’s Crossing, Nepean River................... .
,, Cuttaburra Creek (3) ............. *...................... .
,, Colombo Creek ...................................................
„ Cooradigbee Creek................................... ...........
,, Culgoa River, at Weilmoringle ....................... .
„ Denison Bridge, Bathurst—Protection of river bank
,, Edwards’ River, Deniliquin..................... ................
„ Ellenborough River ..................................................
„ Pali’s Creek .......................................... ...................
„ Fish River, at O’Connell.........................................
„ Gobarralong, Murrumbidgee River..... ....................
„ Giant’s Creek..............................................................
„ Marra Creek, near Butterbone, Warren to Mount

Harris ................................................ .................
„ Molonglo River, at Foxlow ...................... ..............
„ McIntyre River, at Inverell......................................
„ Namoi River, at Walgett..........................................
,, Swan Hill ..................................................................
,, Swan Hill—Caretaker’s cottage ...............................
„ Seven Hills—No. i, near Station...............................
„ Seven Hills—No. 2, near Station...............................
,, Tantawanglo River ..................................................
„ Tenterfield Creek, Manners-street, Tenterfield......
,, Victoria, East Maitland, Wallis Creek ..................
,, Warrambool (3), Walget towards Brewarrina......
„ Windsor—Raising.....................................................
„ Bargo River, Main South Road ..............................
„ Borow Bridge, Main South Road ..........................
„ Byron Creek, ’Possum Shoot to Brooklett......... .
j, Coalbaggie Creek, Dubbo, Coonamble to Collie ...
j, Deep Creek, Moonee to Congarini ..........................
„ Dunmore, Paterson River ......................................
„ Gundagai—Reconstruction.......................................
„ Kangaroo River, Moss Yale......................................
„ Kempsey, Macleay River..........................................
„ Morpeth, Hunter River .............. ..........................
„ Melville Ford..............................................................

1

Main
tenance,
repair,

and
construc

tion.

Consoli- .
dated - 

Revenue.

When
Com

menced.

If Finished, 
actual amount of 

Expenditure.

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from

1 July, 1896, 
to 30 June, 1897.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

1896 114 2 6 114 2 6
,, 86 6 0 86 6 O
» 163 2 0 163 2 O

246 8 0 246 8 O
0 2 7 0 2 7

103 15 11 '03 15 I I
122 2 6 122 2 6

>5 io5 7 7 J05 7 7
„ 148 7 3 148 7 3

153 0 8 153 0 8
)J 12 14 2 12 14 2

1895 705 0 6 6 13 2
482 8 0 10 8 O

l806 17 12 2 17 12 2
38 0 0 38 0 O

» 1,276 3 9 1,276 3 9
» 31 5 10 31 5 IO
,, 55° i4 5 550 a 5
>» ic 8 0 10 8 O

29 13 1 29 13 I
i895 i67 9 3 48 12 O

53 70 O O 42 O O
1S96 9 17 8 9 17 8

3> 58 14 5 58 14 5
>3 66 4 0 66 4 O
It 422 2 8 422 2 8

3> 56 16 7 5616 7
,, 239 3 4 239 3 4
” 5 19 0 519 O

>» 539 0 0 539 0 0
3) 391 3 9 391 3 9
33 10 13 II 1013 II
„ 27 5 4 ■ 27 5 4
3) 5 14 5 5 h 5
J) 18 11 7 1811 7
t) 7 13 3 713 3
>3 2,559 H 3 2,55914 3

124 0 0 124 0 O
64 18 3 6418 3

„ 37 17 4 3717 4
1895 523 0 5 55 0 4
1896 0 14 0 0 14 O

33 36 8 0 36 8 O
821 19 5 821 19 5

^95 M73 9 3 949 2 8
1896 1.332 18 1 1,332 18 I

„ 2,064 13 7 2,064 !3 7

1895
576 2 10 576 2 IO

1 624 15 599 19 0
1896 822 4 11 822 4 11
189s 1,591 O 0 i,i75 5 10

3) ' 3.845 6 2 11 18 2
3) 1,796 4 10 1,660 8 5

1896 866 2 8 866 2 8
33 1463 17 II 1,463 17 I I

>3 1,877 9 7 1,877 9 7
ti 652 2 II 652 2 II

'895 1,125 H 9 1,105 11 9
1896 9 8 1,695 9 8
1891 io,354 5 8 884 18 I I
i895 3,239 4 O 2,145 19 10
I892 8,720 3 6 2,458 9 10
1896 159 IO O 159 10 0

33 315 4 6 .................................. 315 4 6

>3 215 5 8 215 5 8
33 1,240 9 0 1,240 9 O

i894
I,I IO 12 8 1,no 12 8
3,915 !3 II 438 6 O

i8q6 » 1,190 II IO 1,190 11 IO
189s 2,220 0 0 1,630 10 8
1896 !9 5 0 19 5 O

>3 117 7 8 11? 7 8
>3 10 8 0 10 8 O

33 114 0 0 I 14 O O
33 O76 0 7 6

)> 81 5 4 81 5 4
3) 6,148 0 3 6,148 0 3

189S 5,956 5 1 4,966 5 4
1896 076 0 7 6
1895 3,936 8 6 3,898 19 3
1896 650 15 7 650 15 7
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Retuen op Expendittjee on Public Works—continued.

Work, and where situated.
Whether 

Constructing 
or under 
Repair.

BRIDGrES—continved.

Bridge, Molongo River, at Burbong..........................
,, Narran River at Angledool or Yeramlah...
,, Narroniine ......................................................
,, Page’s Kiver, near BJanoford Station..........
„ Queanbeyan River, at Queaateyan............
„ Stonequarry Creek, Picton ..........................
„ Sandy Creek, Tenterfield to Ball na ..........
„ Turon River, at Wallaby Rxks......... 5......
,, Tweed River, Murwillumbah ......................
„ Tur ss Estuary, Tronkatabella Bridge .......
„ Wolh ndilly, at Rossi’s..................................
„ Warrana Creek, CeonamMe to Tunderbrine
„ Wheeney Creek, at B'axland’s Ridge...........
,, Wnitton, over Lagoon ..................................

ROADS. .
Road, Albion Park, via Macquarie Pass, to Robertson.......

,, Fitzroy Falls, via Belmore Falls, to Robeitson .......
„ Grand Arch, Jenolan Caves, Road through...............
,, Main South Road, near Bowral, to Wombeyan Caves 
„ Main West Road, Wood-blocking, between City 

boundary and Glebe.
„ Re-laying wood-blocks, King-stree1', Newtown ..... . ^

Totals......................

Main
tenance,
repair,

and
construc

tion.

Fund
from which 
the Expense 
is defrayed.

When
Com

menced

If Finished, 
actual amount of 

Expenditure.

If Unfinished, 
amount of 

Expenditure to
30 June, 1897.

Amount 
expended from
1 July, 1856, to 
30 June, 1897.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

( 1896 S 4 5 5 4 5
,, 776 12 9 776 12 9

27 19 9 27 19 9
,, 151 8 5 iS1 8 5
,, 22 II II 22 II II

1891 2,167 12 5 2,06l 3 9
, 1896 ...................... 398 l6 9 398 16 9

9, 3.070 4 8 3070 4 8
n ”3 18 O 123 18 0

Loans 6 IO O 6 10 0
and »> I 7 IO i 7 10
Con- -j j, 251 2 4 251 2 4

folidated 2 6 IO 2 6 10
Revenue. 12 2 0 12 2 O

86 9 7 86 9 7

44i 5 O 44i 5 0
i895 2,766 12 7 1,073 12 3
1890 1,920 s 9 120 l8 10
1896 2,37° 6 9 2,370 6 9

L ,) 3 IO O 3 10 0

107,762 18 8 7,102,688 19 II 676,209 19 2

Summary of Expenditure from ist July, 1896, to 30TH June, 1897.
£ s. d.

Loans...................................................................................................................................................................................................... 54>26i 1 11

Revenue ................................................................. ...................................................................... 620,180 2 io
Services for other Departments......................................................................................... 1,768 14 5

Total................................................................... ......................... £676,209 19 2
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Roads and Bridges Expenditure.

Year.

. 185? ••••;...................................................
1858 :....................... ..................... ...........
1859 ................ .........................................
1860 ....................................................
1861 .........................................................
1862 ............................................ :...........
1863 .......................................:.................
1864 ..:.....................................................
1865 ................:............... .......................
1866 ..................................................
1867 .........................................................
1868 ........................... ..............................
1869 .....................;............... ............
1870 ..........................................................
1871 .........................................................
1872 ..............................:.................. .
1873 .......... ............... n............:....
1874 •:.......................................................
1875 .............................. ......................... .
1876 ............................................;......... :
1877 ........................................ :...........
1878 ..........................................................
1879 —.....................................................
1880 ................................. :.......................
1881 ..................■........... .....................
1882 ...................................................
1883 ...................;.....................................
1884 ...................;.....................................
1883 ....;.................... ..............................
1886 ..;........................... :........................
1887 .......................:........ ::.....................
1888 .........................................................
1889 .;.............................. ........................
1890 ................. ...................................
1891 .........................................................
1892 .............................. ...........................
1893 ..........................................................
1894 to 30th June, 1895 (18 months)
1895- 6 ...........................................;.........
1896- 7 ..........;............... .........................

Grand total.

Expenditure
by

Officers of 
Department.

Expenditure
by

Trustees.

Expenditure
by .

Municipalities.
Total.

£ 8. d. £ - 8. d. £ s. d. £ s; d.

0*

IO
l8 18 5
6 6 10

85,641 4 O 50,000 O 0 135,641 4 0

154,497 7 4 70,000 O 0 224,497 7 4
185,248 3 II 70,000 O 0 255,248 3 11
122,867 4 O 30,822 b 0 154,689 4 0
109,075 12 8 39-731 0 0 148,806 12 8

147,750 H 6 38,667 0 0 186,417 H 6
140,086 IO 4 36,923 6 0 177,009 IO 4
I52>323 5 O 40,802 0 0 193,125 5 0
141,863 2 4 40,336 0 0 182,199 2 4
182,726 II O 4°,5° 1 0 0 223,227 II 0

I44>257 5 6 34,728 0 0 178,985 5 6
247,858 9 O 36*098 0 0 283,956 9 0
257,366 5 8 46524 0 0 298,890 5 8
356,002 IO O 45,564 0 0 401,566 IO O
366,802 14 O 37,I53 0 0 403,955 14 O
413.625 4 8 5655° 0 0 465,175 4 8

497,°32 17 5 24,280 0 0 52I,312 17 5
649,773 II 5 25,428 0 0 675,201 II 5
614,708 II 3 28,800 0 0 643,5°8 II 3
484,567 2 8 23,l86 0 0 507,753 2 8
577,212 4 I 24,722 0 0 . 601,934 4 I

613,847 I 6 2-1,938 0 0 638,785 X 6
750,584 I IO 27,722 0 0, 778,306 I 10
800,962 5 II 24,404 0 0 825,366 5 11
628,379 4 5 28,414 0 4 ............... 656,793 4 9
7 2 6993 l6 6 45,433 1 3 767,426 17 9
663,928 14 IO 365°3 0 0 695,431 14 10

632>397 IO II 3 636i 0 0 663,758 IO 11
770,808 18 IO 34,5°° 0 0 805,308 18 IO

965,687 14 II. 36 99° 0 0 997,677 14 II
859,027 13 II 30,605 •0 0 889,632 !3 II

676,233 I 8 3°,33° 0 0 706,563 I 8
800,620 2 9 30,034 0 0 830,654 2 9
729,544 15 IO 19,285 0 0 27,570 II II 776,400 7 9
588,910 7 I 9,910 1 10 77,389 10 3 676,209 J9 2

16,695,628 3 9 1,231,244 3 5 104,960 2 2 18,031.832 9 4

* Approximate.

Statement of Lords and Revenue Expenditure from year 1888.

Year.

1888 ...;................................................
1889 .:..................................................
1890 ................ ............... .;....... ;.........
1891 ..... ........................ ..:.................:
1892 ...:........................ :...:................
1893 ................................. .-.........................
1894 to 30th June, 1895 (18 months)
1895- 6 .;............ ..............................
1896- 7 ......................... :..................

Loans. ' Revenue.
Services for 

other
Departments.

Total.

£ 8. d. £ s. d. £ . s. d. £ s. d.
8,656 4 10 686,775 10 0 695,43! 14 10
5,597 9 11 658,161 I O 663,758 IO II

21,970 IO IO 783,338 8 0 805,308 18 IO
67,349 4 n 030,328 10 0 997,677 14 II
82,327 5 8 807,305 8 3 889,632 13 It
56,266 19 9 650,296 1 11 706,563 i 8
33,06113 3 797,592 9 6 830,654 2 9
38,575 9 2 737,824 18 7 776,400 7 9
54,261 111 620,180 2 10 1,768 14 5 676,209 19 2

368,066 0 3 6,671,802 10 1 1,768 14 5 7,041,637 4 9
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Retckn of Expenditure on Municipal RoadsJ and of Special Subsidies granted to Municipalities.

Municipality. Mam and other 
Roads.

Extension of Minoi 
Roads.

Unclassified
Roads

Special Subsidy — 
5s in £

on General Rates
Totals.

£ s d £ s d £ s d £ s. d. £ 8 d.
Armidale............... .. . to o 0 46 0 0 .. . . . 88 IO O

607 13 6 607 15 6
Ashfleld . . .. . ... , 1,691 IS 0 1,691 15 0 *

47 480 0 0 327 O 0
Alexandria ....... . ... . . . . . ..< 719 2 6 719 2 6
Auburn ........ 330 IO 6 33° 10 6

7 0 0 02 It 3 99 15 3
Aberdeen............... . .. 24 16 6 13 0 0 76 1 9 113 18 3

OIO *7 0 QIO *7 0
77 8 6 77 8 6

Bathurst . 36 0 0 ...... 641 3 6 677 3 6
2,428 13 9 2,428 15 9

Blayney . .. , . 50 18 4 66 0 0 104 O 0 220 18 4
208 18 6 208 l8 6

Berry ............. .. . , , ............ 3i 0 0 ........... 221 7 0 252 7 0
Broughton Yale ... . 41 7 6 41 7 6
Balranald... ........ ...... 15 0 0 74 O 0 89 O 0
Ballma............... 101 I 6 148 0 0 0514 9 334 l6 3
Bourke . . . 18 0 0 .. 338 I 6 356 I 6

1,420 It O 1,420 15 0
48 12 O 48 12 0

38 9° H 3 128 14 3
Bega ................... 33 0 IO 66 0 0 10 0 O 173 12 6 282 13 4
Bowral ............... ....... 60 0 0 200 18 9 260 18 9
Braid^vood .......... 70 r5 10 118 16 10 189 12 8
Bombala ... 37 O 0 54 13 0 91 13 0
Botany ... . .. • 212 6 3 212 6 3

9° O 0 Q 0 O J15 0 O 214 0 0
2^6 O 0 75 0 0 3° 13 341 13 3

Cudgegong ... . 136 18 8 500 O 0 182 11 6 819 10 2
299 I4 O 299 *4 0

Cooma ................ 5° 9 2 228 O 0 107 s 6 385 14 8
Carcoar ................ .. .. ... 33 1 O 33 1 O
Campbelltown 63 O 0 ... 81 !3 3 144 r3 3
Canterbury......... . ... .. . 2 40 O O 261 12 3 501 12 3

500 II 6 500 II 6
Casino ............. 182 0 IO 269 O 0 in 18 9 562 19 7
Cobar ................... ........... 35 O 0 127 3 0 162 3 0
Coonamble ... ....... ... ... 52 O 0 139 12 s 191 12 s

56 1 I l6 O 198 9 2 370 IO 5
100 0 83 1 0 183 I 0

Cootamundra ....... ............. 40 0 0 251 12 6 29I 12 6
0 53 8 6 99 3 6

Cabramatta and Canley Yale... 39 0 O 28 0 0 .. 60 I O 127 I 0
Carrington ........... ........... ... ... 219 IO 9 219 IO 9
Cudal .................. .. . . • • 93 0 0 41 I 6 134 I 6
Pubbo ................. 7 iS I 26 0 0 • •• 281 13 6 315 8 7
Drummoyne.......... 298 6 O 298 6 0

291 8 Q 291 8 9
Dundas ............... .. .. 86 13 4 95 10 9 182 4 1
Demliqum . . , , 140 0 0 225 6 6 365 6 6
Dungog................. ... . ..... .. 82 19 6 74 6 3 157 s 9
Enfield ............. ......... . . . .......... ,, 200 5 9 200 s 9
Ershmeville ......... .... .. ... . . . . ......... . 435 7 6 435 7 6
Ermington and Rydalmere .. ,, . . 67 7 6 67 7 6

175 0 140 0 0 272 15 s8? IS 3
99 I3 0 99 13 0

Eive Dock .............. 88 6 6 88 6 6
G-len Innes .. . . ... ..... . 346 19 I 55 0 0 DO 0 0 240 17 3 702 l6 4
Glebe .................. . .. . i,9i3 7 3 i,9i3 7 3
Goulburn ............. I25 JS O 70 0 0 786 l8 0 982 13 O
Grafton ................ 62 8 7 68 0 0 414 2 0 544 10 7
Grenfell ............. . . .. ..... 10 0 0 13 0 0 76 is 0 99 iS O
Gerrmgong ... 280 18 4 120 6 6 401 4 10

274 12 6 III 4 9 385 r7 3
Granville . . 41 13 4 43 O 0 S97 3 3 681 l6 7

155 18 3 i85 l8
Greta ..... 49 13 2 12 O 0 88 r9 0 150 12 2
Gosford .... . 65 O 0 4i 16 6 106 l6 6
Hurst ville .... 437 10 O ... 48S 16 6 923 6 6
Hunter’s Hill ....... _ .. . 361 9 7 361 9 7
Hillston ......... . .. . ... ......... 52 O 0 62 11 0 114 11 0
Hamilton............... 395 7 0 395 7 0
Hay ..................... ...... . ••• 44 O 0 292 14 3 336 14 3
Hill End .............. 14 8 3 34 8 0 48 16 3

2 6 219 2 6 586 s 0
Illawana North ... !7 O 0 139 II 9 IS6 11 9
Illaw arra Central 342 2 9 342 2 9
Jenldene ... ......... _ . ”3 H 6 96 12 O 210 6 6

30 O 0 256 3 6 286 3 6
Jamberoo .. . . 213 O 0 113 0 0 179 15 O 505 IS 0
Katoomba ., .. 88 0 8 ......... ... 211 19 4 148 s 6 448 s 6

149 14 6 149 14 6
Kogarab ............... 208 6 8 450 7 9 658 14 5

O 0 129 3 0 282 s 0
Liverpool . .. ........ 17 O 0 IO 0 0 222 6 6 249 6 6

261 II 0 261 I I 0
Lithgow ... .......... 109 0 0 ....... ... •• 246 IS 6 355 IS 6
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Retuhn of Expenditure on Municipal continued.

Municipality.

Ltsmore.......................................................
Leichhardt...........................................
Lambton ........ ...................
Lambton, New.........  ............ ..
Muswellbrook ............................. .
Marsfield.....................................................
Morpeth .. . ....................
Maitland List.....................................
Maitland West ......................
Mittagong................................. .. ,
Molong ......................................................
Mudgee ......................................................
Marnckville................................................
Manly .......................................
Maclean....................................................
Moray a........... .................... ...
Morec .................................... . .
Murrumburrah .............. .
Moss Yale...................................................
Moama... ........... .. .. .
Mnrrurrundi ..........................................
Mcrewether ... ........................ ,
Molgoa................. .
Mosman ..................................................
Nowra ......................................................
Newcastle .................................................
North Sydney .................. ....... .
Newtown ............................. ............
Narrandera ................................................
Narrabri ....................................................
Narrabri West............. ........ . ...
Nyngan.................. ............................
Orange East .....................................
Orange......................................................
Penrith ....................................................
Picton .........................................................
Prospect and Sherwood ....................
Parramatta .................................. . ,
Port Macquarie ......................
Parkes ............................. .........
Plattsburg.................................................
Paddington ..............................................
Petersham ................................................
Peak Hill....................................................
Queanbeyan..........................................
Quirindi ....................................................
Rockdale ..................................................
Ryde............................................................
Redfern ..................................................
Richmond ............ ...............
Raymond Terrace ..............................
Rook^ood...................................................
Randwick ...................................................
Singleton South .........................................
Singleton ..................................................
St. Peters.................................................
Scone .........................................................
Strathfield.................................................
Shellharbour .............................................
St. Marys .................................................... .
Stockton ..................................................
Tamworth..................................................
Tenterfield .................................................
Taree...........................................................
Tumut ........................................................
Temora ......... ....................................
TJralla ...................................... . . ....
TJlladulla......... ........ ..................
Ulmayra ...................................................
Yaucluse .................................................. ..
Wellington . .. .
Warren ................ .................................
Wollongong.............................. ...
Waverley .......... ...................
Willoughby ............... ........................
Wilcanma .. . ................................. .
Waterloo ...............................................
WaggaWagga.......................... .
Wingham..................................................
Walcha......................................................
Windsor ........................................ .
Wickham ............................ ....
Waratah ..................... ..............
Wentworth ................................................
Wallsend..............................................
Wallendbeen ............................................
Woollahra..................................................
Yass ...........................................................
Young ...................................... ................

Totals

Main and othei 
Hoads

£ s d 
l6i 2 i 
35 o o

29 15 10

2 !2 K K
219 13 6
298 1 1

43 14 10 
86 11 5
21 80

195 o o

38 6 *8

139 12 4 

88 o 10

20 19 2
25 i9 9 
4o 13 3

58 17 6

104 3 4 
77 o o 
50 o o

1,225 ° °
7 18 4 

23 4 10

r7 9 7 

133 16 6

70 2 4
310 2 2

IOOO 
396 10 8

35 16 8 
Si 15 5

7° 4 5

7,177 16 2

Extension of Minor 
Roads

£ s d
385 0 0

IO 0 0
25 0 0
IO 0 0

3° 0 0
«3 0 0
45 0 0
47 0 0
60 0 0

9 0 0

7° 0 0
13 0 0
38 0 0
35 0 0

295 0 0
40 0 0

s’ 0 0

78" 0 0

.... 8-
0 0

20 0 0

I7 0 0
23 0 0

25 0 0

35 0 0
«5 0 0

35 0 0

"76 0 0
27 0 0
43 0 0

.................

IO 0 0
32 0 0

....
0 0

7 0 0

12 0 0

75 0 0

I06 0 0
84 0 0

46 0 0
80 0 0
28 0 0

379 0 0

33 0 0
2 0 0

15 0 0

37 0 0
5° 0 0

123 0 0
20 0 0

15 0 0
7 0 0

24 0 0
133 0 0

128 0 0
48 0 0

7,926 r3 I

Unclassified
Roads.

£ s. d

141 11 9

98 o o

185 19 4

10 i r 6

174 o o 

40 o o

1,139 1 11

Special Subsidy*- 
5s. in £

on General Rates

£ 8. d.
229 11 6

1,138 4 O
72 4 3
84 3 9

153 '5 3
61 M O

102 12 0
216 I 0
846 9 0

88 8 6

77 '3 O

MS 7 9
1,768 16 3

678 '7 6
87 9 O
63 '3 O

118 2 3
77 18 9

124 5 6
8s 16 O

55 12 6
209 2 9

56 9 O
450 9 9
163 19 O

1,652 6 5
2,709 8 5
2,047 II O

208 '9 3
122 '3 9
31 2 6

116 2 6
130 O 6
292 l6 2
196 7 6
117 '4 3
253 l6 9
788 I 9

57 12 6
166 9 0
218 I 0

2,276 '9 0

1,433 5 0
36 '7 3
72 l6 0

104 II 6
690 8 9
36S O 3

2,040 II 10
102 3 3
60 6 3

24I l6 9
i,348 '9 0

51 18 3
184 2 6
436 '4 6

58 II O
474 '4 3
154 12 6

57 IO 2
163 9 9
365 IO 3
I52 14 9
55 13 9

119 9 0
109 '5 3

159 6 O

95 8 3
7« '5 O

124 l6 O

'OS 8 6
29I 12 9

',318 '9 6
769 '7 6

“869
'9 O

464 l6 O

'7 '3 O
85 4 6

'57 12 6

433 7 6
25' 3 O

63 6 6
206 I O
"3 '3 9

1,907 '3 O
166 II 9
237 6 3

6i,i45 '9 I

Totals.

£ s d.
777 '3 7

','73 4 O
82 4 3

109 3 9
'93 II I
6l '4 O

344 '7 5
5'« '4 6

',189 10 I

'79 3 4
224 4 5
'75 '5 9

',963 l6 3
678 '7 6
'57 9 O
76 '3 O

'56 2 3
112 18 9
4'9 5 6
'25 16 O
93 '9 2

217 2 9
56 9 O

450 9 9
381 II 4

1,652 6 5
2,939 I O
2,047 II O

2 l6 '9 3
142 '3 9
3' 2 6

Il6 2 6
167 '9 8
346 '5 II

237 0 9
142 m 3
253 l6 9
823 I 9
142 12 6
166 9 O
253 I O

2,276 '9 O

',433 5 O
112 '7 3
'58 '3 6
M7 II 6
794 12 I

543 O 3
2,090 II IO

11 2 3 3
92 6 3

427 l6 I

2,573 IQ O
67 l6 7

214 7 4
436 '4 6

88 c» 7
474 '4 3
288 9 O
132 10 2
163 9 9
54' 12 7
546 l6 II

55 '3 9
'65 9 O
189 '5 3

IO O O
583 l6 8
474 8 3
"4 II 8
176 I I 5
138 8 6
363 '7 2

',3'8 '9 6
769 '7 6
'5 O O

869 '9 O
Soi 16 O

78 4 6
208 4 6
'77 12 6
607 7 6
266 3 O
I IO 6 6
230 I O
246 '3 9

1,907 '3 O
294 II 9
285 6 3

77,389 IO 3

14—0
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(XVI.) '

Roads and Bridges Yearly Statistical Report, from'1st July, 1896, to
30th June, 1897,

Table A.—Extent of Disteict.

Classification. Number. Mileage.

Koads. .
1. Scheduled Roads under Road Superintendent.................  ....
2. Unclassified Roads under Road Superintendent....................
3. Scheduled Roads under Trustees ...........................................
4. Unclassified Roads under Trustees .................................. .
5. Roads subsidised by Department under Municipal Councils

Totals...... .

miles. chains.
1,446 26,779 32
1,030 11,177 53

86 624 40
33 193 40

433 1,098 7ii-

3.033 39.874 i£

Bkidges. _ _
6. Bridges (20Tt. span and oyer), under care of Road Superintendent or 

Trustees, or built at cost of Government, on all classes of Roads, rvithin 
or outside Municipal limits.

Number, 2,842.
Total length overall, 267,964 feet.

Heebies. -
7. Ferries, subsidised, leased, or worked by Department or Trustees, including 

emergency Punts and Boats. .

No. of Punt Ferries, 100. 
No. of Boat Ferries, 42. 
Total No. of Punts, 108. 
Total No. of Boats, 197.

Municipalities. _ _
8. Municipalities within limits of district in receipt of subsidies, for which 

Road Superintendent is required to give Certificates.
Number, 177.

Table B.—Contracts.

Classification. Number. Amount.

2. Contracts as let by head office, but carried out by Local Officers..................................................... • ) 3.139
3. ^9

£

322,022
322,022

3
2,167

76/18/.
295,264

45,735
7. Contracts as completed during 1896-7, including those let prior to 1896-7, Number and Yalue....... 3.341

695

Table C.—Analysis of Expenbituee.
Inclusive of all Vouchers rendered during 1896-7, and Progress Payments on Contracts incomplete on

30th June, 1897.

Roads .................... .............................................
Bridges................................................................

Wages. Contracts.
Stores,

Materials, and 
Sundries.*

Supervision.!
Municipal 

Expenditure, t Total.

£

120,799
16,388
5,620
3.603

£

242,381
95.757

1,729

£

38,838
8,557
2,809
2,203

£

13,545 
2,644 

f 43,42i
l 8

£

77,389
£

492,952
123,346
43,42i
10,166
6,324Other Works ......................................................

Total Yalue of Vouchers, as per Voucher) 
Register, ist July, 1896, to 30th June, 1897. ) 146,410 340,385 52,407 59,618 77,389 6j6,2og

Touchers submitted for payment.
No.
i7j°78

* Include goods obtained under annual contracts or locally, freight, compensation, &c. 
t Include engineering and travelling expenses, office and store rent, cleaning, lighting, fuel, wages, 

cf working foremen or gangers. . .
J The amount of certificates given on account of municipal subsidies.

and expenses of overseers, but not wages

Table D.
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Table D.—Peopobtion op Classified Eipendituee to Total Expenbituee.

Classified Expenditure. Amount. Percentage on Total 
Expenditure.

i. Wages........................................... ..................................... ...............................
£

146,410
34°.385

S2,4o7
59,618
77,389

5°'34
774
8-82

3. Stores, Materials, and Sundries .................................................. ...................

5. Municipal ......................................................................................................... 11-44

Total Expenditure ............................................... £ 676,209 ioo’oo

* The amount will be that quoted in Table C, plus the salaries and equipment allowances paid by head office to the officers and assistants who 
were employed in the district during the year.

Table E.—Teavelling and Cost theeeof, 1896-7.

Officer.
Miles travelled. . Total Amount of 

Travelling
Road. Rail. Total.

Expenses Vouchers 
for above period.

i# Eoad Superintendents ........................................... ................... 262.223
100,281
43,444

73,694
£ s. d. 

V
> 6,?20 14 11

3. Foremen, Overseers...................................................................... 2,754 '46,198

405,948 101,368 507,316 6,820 14 II

Table E.—Laboue Statistics. (Monthly Average.)

Classification of Labour. Permanent. Temporary Total.

By Department.
37

9H - 
99

29
179
246

66

All others (Ferrymen, &c.) ........... ....................................................................... 345

1,050 454 1,504

5,200
, -

Table G-.—Repoets, Minutes, Retuens, &c. '
Official Papers, including Reports, Minutes, and Returns (oilier than Vouchers) registered from 1st July, 1896, to 30tll June,

, 1897, number 25.347.

Table H.—Suhmabt oe Wobk Executed.
Showing Work completed (inclusive of Contracts in progress on 1st July, 1896, hut not including 

Contracts in progress on 30th June, 1897) on Roads under Road Superintendents during the year 
1st July, 1896, to 30th June, 1897, and carried out under Contract or hy day-lahour. Ordinary 
maintenance not to he included.

Class of Work. Unit.
Scheduled

Roads
outside

Municipality.

Scheduled
Roads
within

Municipality.

Unclassified
Roads
outside

Municipality.

Unclassified
Roads
within

Municipality.
Totals.

1. Road construction, including formation, metal-
ling, gravelling, ballasting, or corduroying.
exclusive of clearing or draining ...... .................. chains 22,808 754 1,317 IO 24,880

2. formation, including cuttings, embankments,
not metalled, gravelled, &c., exclusive of clear-
ing or draining ............... ................................ chains 23,751 262 4,328 48 28,389

3. Clearing, any width................................................ chains 59,715 121 23,180 15 83.031

4. Draining ............................................................... chains 22,325 235 5,762 25 28,347

5. Maintenance metal, gravel, or ballast obtained...... cub. yds. 260,247 35,819 5,200 1,857 3°3,I23
Kb.
No. 4

8. Other timber culverts............................................ No. 1,056 6 135 I 1,198

9. Pipe culverts........................................ .................. ]STo.
10. Causeways, any class ............................................ No. 4

<3 j
104

No.
O *

No.
No.

14. Fencing, split ....................................................... . rods 4,032 .. 75
88 289 4,484

15. Ordnance fencing.................................................... 31 85

16. Punts built ................................................ ........ No. ' 6 8

No.
No. 4

19. Boats „ „ ............................. No. 52 4 56
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Table H.—continued.
Bridges Constructed (20-ft. Span and over). Under the Superintendence of Departmental Officers.

Totals. Details of Spans. No. Total Length.

Number of Bridges built—
New Bridges ....... 711 j .S

With iron or steel superstructure, and timber or
iron deck..................................................................  >

Stone, brick, or concrete arched bridges ...................J
9 238

Number of Spans of all kinds— ,
New Bridges ....... 227) j
Renewals ............... IS9i '* ;

Overall length of Bridges built—
New Bridges ......  7.588'! j. -g-ft.
Renewals ............... 5,895]

Timber truss approach spans to iron or steel bridges')

Timber beam approach spans (0 truss bridges.......... (
Timber beam spans...................................................... )

377 13.245

386 13.483

Table I.—General Summary of AVork Executed to 30tii June, 1897.

, Irrespective of time or date of effecting same.

EOADS.

Classification.
Metalled, Gra

velled, Ballasted 
or

Corduroyed.
Formed.

Cleared
and

Drained.
Cleared only.

Bush or 
Untouched 

Road.

Total Mileage 
(of all the 
preceding 
columns).

Under Road Superintendent.
1. Scheduled; outside Municipalities
2. Scheduled; within Municipalities
3. Unclassified; outside Municipalities
4. Unclassified; within Municipalities

Totals .....................

5. Works superseded by delations ...

Miles.
6,490

454

255

75

Chains.
61

5°
47

69

Miles.
4,724

81

543

*7

Chains.
37

36
47
II

Miles.
4,532

20
823

Chains.
21

8
7
5

Miles.
6,379

66
I,772

12

Chains.

3°
64

43

15

Miles.
4,728

8

7,885

8

Chains.
49

41

70

Miles.
26,855

630

11,280

114

Chains.
38

78

25

10

7,276 67 5,366 5i 5>375 41 8,230 72 12,631 38,880 71

4 78 14 74 2 53 20 23 40 43 28

CULVERTS (under 20-ft. Span). BRIDGES (20-ft. Span and over).

Classification. Number. Total Length 
in feet.* Classification of Spans. No. of 

Spans.
Total Length 

in feet.

Iron Decked ............................................
Stone, Brick, or Concrete Arched ..........
Stone, Brick, or Concrete Walls, with

Timber Beck ....................................
Timber, all classes....................................

1

90
677

200
21,073

10,031

1.255
5.046

2,112
203,688

274,806

Iron or S 
Stone, Bi 
Timber T 
Timber B

T

beel, with Iron Deck ........... I
ick, or Concrete Arched....... /
russes or Arches...................)
earn Spans .......................... j

305
7,573

7,878

| 267,964

267,964

32,671 486,907

* Length of deck, measured alcng line of traffic, except in case of 
pipe culverts, which shall represent length between inlet and outlet. Total No. of Bridges.................. 2,842

CAUSEWAYS. PUNTS, BOATS, FERRIES.

Number.
Total Length 

in feet 
along line of 

traffic.
Classification.

How Worked.

Oars
only.

Wire
Rope

without
Gear
ing.

Hand 
Gear

ing and 
Wire 
Rope.

Steam 
Gear

ing and 
Wire 
Rope.

Total
No.

Total
Width

between
Mooring
Posts,

15,534 377,298

9
59

120

16

3

3
78

1
1

7 IO
94

1

4
10

59
120

10

feet.
io,774
55,457

BUILDINGS.
Horse Boats .......................................................................... 2,492

35°
1,300

600
Ferrymen’s, Bridge 
Caretakers’ or other 
houses, or build
ings, the property 
of the Department, 
Number, 51.

Flood Boats, iron ............................................................... .
Ditto timber ..... ..................................................... .

Punt slips, for execution of repairs......................................

Totals .................................. ....................... 188 19 83 7 308 70,973
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Sewerage Construction.
(XVII.)

Keport of the Engineer for Sewerage Construction.
. Department of Public Works, Sewerage Construction Branch, Sydney, 1 September, 1897.
Sir,

I have tbe honor to submit the following report of the operations of this Branch during the 
year ending 30th June, 1897.

I have classified my report as follows:—
1. High-level Sewers.
2. Low-level Sewerage.
3. Eastern Suburbs Sewerage.
4. Double Bay Low-level Sewerage.
5. North Sydney and Mosman Sewerage.
0. Storm-water Channels.
7. Drainage of Country Towns.
8. Detail Survey of Cities, Towns, and Suburbs.
9. Summary of work executed in the drawing offices.

1. Western Suburbs Sewerage.
Outfall Sewer and Sewage Farm.

The main carrier on the sewage farm at Botany is now completed. This work, constructed at a 
cost of £19,000, is an open concrete channel 8 ft. 8 in. wide by 5 ft. 3 in. deep, extending from the outlet 
end of tbe triplicate outfall sewer, for about 40 chains across the Botany sewage farm, on a series of 
concrete arches of 50 feet span. The passage over Muddy Creek is effected by a wrought-iron trough 
bridge, and a straining chamber is introduced at each end of the line.

The preparation of filtration areas for dealing with the discharge from the western suburbs has 
been pushed forward. When these areas are completed, which will he in a few months, the disposal of 
the sewage can be commenced, and the whole system put into operation. This work is being performed 
by day-labour.

Main Eastern Sranch.

This sewer, extending from Premier-street, Marrickville, passing along the Illawarra-road to the 
Parramatta-road, near Stanmore station, is now ready for the reticulation connections, the last section to 
.Annandale, 1 mile 15 chains in length, consisting of an oval sewer varying in size from 4 ft. 3 in. x 3 ft. 
3 in. to 3 ft. 3 in. x 2 ft. 2 in., and subsidiary pipe lines, having just been completed. An outlet has thus 
been provided for the sewage of an extensive portion of the Boroughs of Annandale, Leichhardt, 
Petersham, and Marrickville.

Main Northern Branch.

This sewer, from the Illawarra-road, Marrickville, to the northern end of Leichhardt, is in course 
of construction. Contracts have been let for the three sections of the main line, consisting of an oval 
sewer of brick and concrete, length 3 miles 35 chains, decreasing in size from 5 ft. 6 in. x 4 ft. G in. at the 
Illawarra-road, to 3 ft. 3 in. x 2 ft. 2 in. at its head near the Leichhardt Park. This sewer will drain 
the higher portion of Marrickville, Petersham, and the western side of Leichhardt. A tender has been 
accepted for the construction of the Dobroyd Branch, -which leaves the main branch at Eraser-street, 
Petersham, a few chains south of the suburban railway line, and extends to Sloane-street, Summerhill, 
passing under the railway embankment on the Sydney side of the Lewisham railway viaduct, and over the 
Long Cove Creek Storm-water Channel by means of steel tubing supported hy stone piers, the aqueduct 
being 280 feet long. The size of the sewer is 4 ft. 6 in. x 3 ft. 6 in. at the junction with the main branch, 
and 3 ft. 6 in. x 2 ft. 4 in. at Sloane-street, and the length is about 58 chains. A line of sewer has been 
set out leaving the Dobroyd Branch near the aqueduct over Long Cove Creek, and running up the valley 
almost parallel to the storm-water channel as far as Pigott-street. This sewer will be partly in 3 ft. 3 in. 
x 2 ft. 2 in. concrete, and partly in 21-inch pipe. These two sewers are designed to drain the whole of 
Summerhill and portions of Ashfleld and Petersham.

Main Western Branch.

This sewer is now in course of construction from the Ilia-warra-road, Marrickville, to Arthur- 
street, Ashfleld, the work comprising a length of 2 miles 51 chains, being let in two contracts.

The sewer ranges in size from 7 ft. 8 in. x G ft. 8 in. to 6 ft. 6 in. x 5 ft. G in., and is constructed 
of brick and concrete, the lining varying considerably in thickness with the different strata passed through. 
It is chiefly in tunnel through sandstone rock and shale, most of the latter having to he timbered. 
Immediately west of the Illawarra-road, owing to low ground being met with, land had to be resumed for 
the purpose of carrying the sewer through in embankment. Tenders are invited for an extension from 
Arthur-street to Brand-street (a point about half-way between Croydon and Burwood railway stations), 
with branches extending north and south along the Iron Cove Creek valley. When this sewer is 
constructed, provision will have been made for the sewerage of portions of Ashfield, Enfield, Croydon, and 
Burwrood. When extended the sewer will drain Strathfield, Homebush, and a portion of Concord. Eive 
Dock and Drummoyne will also eventually he connected with it. Owing to the large number of sewers 
in course of construction, the contractors have experienced a difficulty in obtaining experienced miners, 
and if further works of this character are placed on the market, the cost must necessarily be excessive ;

in
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no
in the interest, therefore, of the ratepayers the extension of the branch to Homebush has been delayed. 
The survey of this extension has, however, been proceeded with to the completion of the preliminary 
work, including the location of the proposed lines of sewer and the necessary levels and borings. In 
order to ensure the construction of the western branch sewer at the necessary level to deal with the 
sewerage of Pive Dock and Drummoyne, preliminary schemes for dealing with the higher areas of these 
municipalities were prepared.

Main Northern Sewer.
■ The length of this sewer from Johnston’s Creek, Glebe, to Catherine-street, Leichhardt* including
-the “ Monier ” aqueducts, is now completed, and the contract extending onwards to Cook-street, Balmain, 
is so far advanced that the lining of the tunnels is being proceeded with. A contract has been let during 
the year for the drainage of the eastern slopes of Balmain, the branch leaving the main sewer at Cook- 
street, and extending through the area fronting White’s Bay, thence passing through the ridge, to the 
vicinity of Waterview Bay, whence it turns southward and terminates in Stephen-street.

A branch has been designed to drain the western slopes of Balmain; this sewer also leaves the 
main northern sewer at Cook-street, and passing under the ridge near the eastern boundary of the Callan 
Park Asylum grounds to a point not far from Long Cove, will skirt the shore of the harbour and proceeding 
northward will terminate near Cove-street. A branch from this sewer wall intercept the sewage of 
the Callan Park Asylum, which at present runs directly into the harbour.

2. Low-level Sewerage.
Marrickville.

An amended scheme has been prepared for the sewerage of the low-lying parts of Marrickville> 
St. Peters, Macdonaldtown, and Newtown, which shows a considerable saving in cost and a more effectual 
way of collecting the sewage than originally propounded.

A site at Marrickville adjoining Meek’s-road and the Burwood railway line has been selected for a 
pumping station, and tenders have been invited in England and the colonies for the supply of the necessary 
pumping engines to raise the sewage into the western outfall. A contract for the main sewers to drain 
the area north and easterly of the pumping station is now being prepared, and comprises 2 miles 5 
chains of concrete and brick sewer, varying in size from 3 ft. 9 in. by 2 ft. 6 in. to 3 ft. 3 in. by 2 ft. 2 in., 
and 1 mile of pipe branches.

' Woolloomooloo, Circular Quay, Carling Harbour, Pyrmont, dele, Annandale, Leichhardt and
■ Balmain East.

Preliminary plans have been made for the drainage of these areas, collecting stations and pumping 
plant being included in each scheme, in addition to the intercepting sewers. After careful consideration 
it has been finally decided to lift the sewage by means of centrifugal pumps driven direct by electric motors. 
The pumping stations, nineteen in number, will be controlled from a central station at Darling Harbour, 
arrangements having been made with the Railway Commissioners for the supply of the necessary power 
from the installation shortly to be established for working the electric-tram motors.

The surveys for the pumping stations and sewers in Balmain, from Leichhardt to Waterview Bay 
along the eastern slopes of Balmain, have been completed, and the detail drawings including designs for 
the necessary machinery are being prepared. This work includes the construction of a collecting sewer 
from near the east end of Darling-street to Stephen-street, with a branch sewer to Waterview Bay. These 
sew'ers are chiefly in tunnel through sandstone rock, and will be commenced forthwith so as to be in 
readiness when the electric power is available for pumping operations.

Considerable difficulty has been experienced in the preparation of designs for the low-level sewerage 
of Woolloomooloo, owing to the large extent of level area near the Quay, and to the number of existing 
sewers which it will be necessary to intercept. It is the intention to leave the present main sewers, 
which are of substantial construction as carriers for the storm-w'aters. It is proposed to lift the sewage 
at a pumping station near the end of Eorbes-street, to which point will also be Brought the sewage from 
the buildings of the Botanical Gardens.

3. Eastern Suburbs.
Waverley and Bondi.

To meet the requirements for sewerage for the rapidly increasing population on the seaward slopes 
of Waverly and Bondi a survey has been made of this area. It is proposed, in order to avoid any 
contamination of the beaches, that an intercepting sewer, connecting with the Bondi sewer about half a 
mile from its outlet, and in the neighbourhood of Sophia-street, should be constructed along the coast 
from the Bronte Estate. This sewer will pass under two high ridges, which will have to be pierced by 
tunnel. Owing to the great depths of the shafts, and to the construction of the sewer through running 
sand near its junction with the Bondi sewer, the work of necessity will be a costly one ; no other scheme, 
however, can Be devised to adequately serve the requirements of the area.

Bandwick and Kensington.
It is proposed to deal with the drainage of the Randwick and Kensington Estate by a sewer 

connected with the present ocean outfall at Coogee. Leaving the outfall sewer at Beach-street, it follows 
up the Coogee Creek to Melody-street. It then strikes south-westerly under a high ridge to the inter
section of Avoca and Howard Streets. Erom this point the sewer will be continued westerly to the 
Bunnerong-road, and thence along that road to the Randwick-road. A contract for the first portion of 
the sewrer, from the outfall to Avoeaistreet, a length of 85 chains, has been let, and will be built of 
concrete and brickwork, of oviform section, varying in size from 5 ft. 3 in. by 4 ft. 3 in. to 4 ft. 6 in. by 
3 ft. 6 in.

A considerable length of the sewer will be constructed in tunnel through sandstone rock. The 
time for the completion of the work is June, 1899, when it will provide an outfall for the more thickly 
populated portions of Randwick.

4.
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4. Double Bay Low-level Sewerage.

The sewers for draining this area have been constructed, and the pneumatic ejectors, on the Shone 
system, fixed in position. Arrangements have been made with the Eailway Commissioners for the supply 
of electric power from the cable tramway engine house, at Rushcutters’ Bay, for lifting the sewage. A 
contract for the erection of the building at Double Bay for containing the electro motors is almost 
completed, and tenders have been invited for the supply of the machinery and electric connections.

5. North Sydney Sewerage.
At the outfall works, Long Bay, the excavations for the sewage tanks, power house, and filter beds 

have been completed ; a sea wall, built of the excavated stone, has been thrown across the bay for the 
retention of the sand for filter beds, and a concrete storm-water channel and sewerage carrier has been 
constructed along the north-west side of the resumption. The site for the power house has been levelled, 
and a contract is now in progress for the erection of this building, the settling tanks, and the machinery 
necessary for the treatment of the sewage. Upon the completion of these important works, the contract 
time for which expires April, 1898, such of the reticulation pipes as are laid will be connected with the 
main outfall sewer, and the disposal of the sewage will be commenced forthwith.

The sewer draining the southern shore of Berry's Bay and the northern shore of Lavender Bay has 
been pushed forward, and will be completed in a few months.

Mosman Sewerage.
A scheme has been^ prepared for intercepting the drainage of the suburb of Neutral Bay and 

Mosman by a sewer connecting with the main North Sydney Outfall Sewer at McLaren-street, and following 
along the harbour coast as closely as the intersecting gullies will allow of cover being obtained. The 
preliminary survey has been made for the first division, the contract which it is proposed to terminate at 
Wickham-road, to which point a large portion of the drainage of the slopes of Neutral Bay can be 
collected. •

6. Storm-water Channels.
. Double Bag.

The open storm-water channel along Double Bay Creek, for a length of about 55 chains to the bay, 
is almost completed, including the trough girder bridge at William-street.

Willoughby.
At Willoughby Creek, North Sydney, near Falcon-street, a closed storm-water sewer, 3 feet in 

diameter, and. 35 chains long, has been built.
Homebush.

A branch of the Homebush Creek Storm-water Channel has been finished near Russell-street, 
comprising 15 chains of 2 ft. 9 in. circular sewer. _

Another branch of the same channel, extending from Clarendon-street to Albyn-street, along the 
old watercourse, consisting of 62 chains of closed sewer, is in course of completion.

BuroTca GreeTc.
The specification and designs have been made for a closed storm-water channel at Euroka Creek, 

North Sydney, about 20 chains in length. .
Johnston’s Creek.

Designs have been made for the extension of Johnston’s Creek Storm-water Channel from Booth- 
street upstream to Parramatta-road, with branches.

Plans were completed, and tenders will shortly be invited, for continuing the present Johnston’s 
Creek Storm-water Channel to the waters of Rozelle Bay. The channel designed is 51 feet wide, by 5 feet 
4 inches deep, and the length is 16 chains.

Callan Park. ,
The Specification and Plans for a storm-water sewer, to drain Callan Park to Long Cove, have 

been completed; and a branch of Long Cove Creek Storm-water Channel to Park-road, Petersham, is being 
designed.

7. Country Towns.
Newcastle Pasturage Deserve Drainage.

In connection with the main channel, now under construction, and consisting of some 2 miles 63 
chains of open cutting, designs were made for a bridge at the crossing of the Waratah Coal Co.’s Railway, 
as well as for traffic bridges at the crossing of Lambton and Glebe Roads.

On the Adamstown branch, a steel girder bridge was designed for carrying the Great Northern 
Railway over the channel. A tramway and road bridge at Lambton-road, and bridges to carry the 
Waratah Coal Co.’s Railway, and the Lambton Colliery Railway, over the Lambton branch channel, and 
several bridges for ordinary road traffic, were designed.

The 'whole of this work is being satisfactorily carried out by day-labour. .
Newcastle.

The open concrete channel at Cottage Creek, 20 feet wide, by 5 feet in depth, for a distance of 14£ 
chains, between the G.N. Railway and the A.A. Co.’s Railway, was finished.

A branch of this channel, extending to Hannell-street, has been surveyed, and the plans and 
specifications are in course of preparation.

Orange.
At Orange, along the Blackman’s Creek, a length of about 35 chains of open channel has been 

completed, providing a proper outlet for the storm-waters.
Byron
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Byron Bay. '
A channel in earth cutting at Byron Bay Village, 1 mile 50 chains in length, and, on an average, 

12 feet wide, has been designed. This work, which will.be of great benefit to the locality, is being carried 
out by day-labour. ,

Kiama.

A survey has been made for a closed channel along the course of the creek, through the centre of 
the towrn, to drain away the storm-ivaters.

Barramatta Sewerage.

The Departmental scheme for Parramatta has received the approval of the Public Works Committee, 
and the storm-water channel at Brickfield Creek has been extended to Grosc-street, a length of 9 chains 
of open concrete channel, draining the rainfall from an additional area of 490 acres. '

8. Detail Survey of Cities, Towns, and Suburbs.
Sydney ancl_ Suburbs.

The surveys of the Municipalities of Drummoyne and Pive Dock were completed during the
year.

The standard survey of the Illawarra suburbs was brought to a conclusion, and the filling in of the 
detail sheets has been proceeded with in the Municipality of Rockdale.

In response to applications from the Municipal Councils in the Willoughby District for a sewerage 
scheme, a standard survey has been made, embracing the populated areas, and the detail will be proceeded 
with when a surveyor is available.

The detail survey of Granville has been suspended, owing to the removal to the country of the 
•officer who wras carrying on the work.

Newcasile and Suburbs. ,

The detail surveys of the municipalities of Adamstown, Waratah, Lambton, and Merewether have 
been completed, and levels are now being taken for preparing a contour map of the city of Newcastle 
and the more adjacent suburbs.

. Bast and West Maitland.

The survey of West Maitland was brought to a conclusion in the beginning of the year. The 
Municipal Council of East Maitland have asked that a scheme for sewering the town may be prepared ; 
levels are nowr being taken to aid in preparing a scheme that will deal with the sewerage of both East and 
West Maitland.

112

9. Summary of Work Executed in tbe Drawing Offices.
During the year, 32 contracts were got out, for which 220 drawings and 1,737 heliographs were 

prepared, the value of the work designed amounting to £329,015. In addition to this, drawings for 
works valued at £70,560 are now in.progress.

Fifty-five sheets of the detail survey of Sydney, Newcastle, and their suburbs were drawn, and 
33 tracings prepared for heliography. Eighty-four sheets were published, and 758 heliographs were issued 
to the Water and Sewerage Board and Government Departments, &c.

One hundred and twenty drawings of resumptions and indemnity plans, &c., were prepared ; and 
537 heliographs of miscellaneous plans published.

A compilation of Newcastle and suburbs, on a scale of 8 chains to an inch, and a revised index map 
of Sydney and suburbs have been prepared. These maps will be of general use throughout the Govern
ment Departments.

J. DAVIS,
Engineer for Sewerage Construction.

The Under Secretary for Public Works.
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(XVIII)
Ulturn of Expenditure on Sewerage Construction from 1st July, 1896, to 30tli June, 189/.

Whether Funds from If Unfinished, Amount
Constructin'? which the Amount of Expended from

or undei 
Repair

Expense is 
detia}ed. menced of Expendituic Expenditure to

30 June 1897
ist July, 1896, 

to 30 June, 1897

£ s d u s d £ ». d.
r 1896 1,500 0 O 1,500 0 O

* | 1894 189 9 6 34 >8 O
1 lS95 2,782 9 0 8t i 12 8

Loans *4
1S96

47
86

I
O

I
I

10 8 
86 0

4
1

1S94 3,262 14 6 11 14 0
1 1895 2,QQC l6 O 2,976 18 9

| 1 „ O 7 6 *

Con Rev ( 
Loans. ( 3) 664 8 6 661 5 6

\ 3 2,125 9 7 2,in 5 IO
Leans. 1896 17 9 5 17 9 5( ,, 106 17 8 10617 8

Con Rev i893 8s > 8 IO #

r 189O 25,415 I I 11
I892 8,620 IO 6 %

1895 7,080 3 IO 3,456 0 9
») ... 7,678 0 2 17 9

1894 I,45° 4 r 1 17 7 IO
I896 141 2 2 141 2 2

1S9I 2,630 O 0 804 9 4
1892 19,036 10 O 3,364 -15 3
1891 30,100 O 0 #

1892 7,690 6 4
¥t

189I 11,212 15 6 1,727 9 s
1894 328 I5 2 >53 14 0

Loans i895 960 O 0 #

189I l6,60I 18 IO *

1894 5,000 O 0 *

Jj 2,483 l6 2

)J I>595 IO 0
1896 41 5 8 4i 5 8
T889 ...t. 637 O O #

! Con- I892 15,000 0 0 377 5 7
‘ structmg IS96 4,544 5 7 4,544 5 7

1894 9,550 13 IO 3 18 2
1889 102,214 7 2 13,415 16 IO
1892 6,573 I 0 #

1890 3,305 18 4 71 12 7
1891 607 9 2
1882 16,685 7 II *

I892 11,436 6 9 1,029 I IO
Con. Ecv . 1886 5>‘268 4 3

*
r 1802 10,470 l6 2 63 11 3

i893 128 2 4 #

... 484 17 I *

1891 3,165 4 7 31 15 3
I892 14.991 15 9 100 6 IO
1895 62 1 2 *

1894 2,483 17 0 6;o 2 6

1895 15 15 0 #

j >3 15,681 10 1 3,342 9 8
1879 822,748 Q

i895 306 17 II #

„ 8,083 0 II 5,7i6 14 6
1889 34,288 2 5 292 7 3

33 522,041 11 7 7i,64i 17 II

i895 263 5 6 7 0 O
„ 1,047 12 3 1,003 7 3
3} 2,437 IO 5 413 12 7

I896 *52 3 II 152 3 XI
l89I CSSO O 0 131 12 9

Consoli- ( 1896 1,836 II 4 1,836 11 4
dated 1 „ 49 14 2 49 14 2

j Revenue (. 33 66 17 5 66 17 5

959,391 7 0 821,278 6 0 128,710 17 IO

Vv ork

, purtl. isc of ..............

1 Channel . ...

Ashfield Storm-water Channel 
Bay-street Overflow Sewer 
Brickfield Creek, Parramatta Stonn-uat'
Bondi and Waverley Sea Slo2Jes ...........
Branch Sewer draining parts of Waverley and llmdwick. . 
Clay Cliff Creek, Pairarnatta, Storm water Channel ... 
Cottage Creek, Newcastle, Storm water Sower
Careening Cove Storm water Channel ...........
Construction o£ Dram across Reclamation to connect with

Mam Dram, Long Core ...............
Country Towns Sewerage .. ...........
Callan Bark Reclamation Stomi-watei Channel................
Darling Harbour Lower Lei el Sewerage Scheme 
Drainage of Sandgate Cemetery, Newcasile 
Darling Point Sewerage
Dowlmg-street to Buckland street Storm-water Channel 
Double Bay Channel, fro n Mam Bondi Sewer to Double

Bay ..................................... ......... ...............
Double Bay Low-level Sewerage Scheme
Easton Park, Balmain, Stoim-wTater Channel.................
Euroka Creek Storm-water Channel ..............................
Eveleigh Railway Sidmg to Alexandra Park Storm-foatei

Channel ........................ .... .....
Homebush Creek Storm-w ater Channel .........................
Iron Cove Creek „ ,,
Ironbark Creek, Plattsburg, Storm-water Channel ..........
Johnston’s Creek Storm-water Channel.......................
Johnston’s Creek Storm-water Channel, Newtown Branch
Kensington Estate Drainage, Randwick ............................
Long Cove Creek Storm water Channel .................
Long Cove Sewer, Leichhardt Bianch...........

„ Petersham Park .....................
,, Smith-street Branch

Mossmans and Outfall Works ........ .................
Manly Sewerage ..............
Minor Storm-water Sewers, Western Drairage 

,, ,, Northern ,,
North Shore Land Resumption.......................................
North Shore Sewerage . ... .. ................
Neutral Bay and Careening Cove Storm-water Channel
Pyrmont Bridge Road Storm-water Channel ......... .
Pyrmont Sewerage...........................................................
Parramatta ,, ............. .................................
Point Piper Road Storm-water Channel .....................
Paddington, Opening new Street . ..
Potts Point and Elizabeth Bay Sewers ........................
Randwick (East and West) Storm-water Drainage . 
Randwick Sewerage
Rose Bay Side Drainage Storm-water Channel . ...
Rookwood Necropolis Drainage ............ ...........
Rockdale Creek St orm-w ater Channel
Raising Storm-water Sewer from Eieleigh Sheds to Cope

land-street ....................
Resumption and Temporary Occupation ol Land, Pad

dington and Rose Bay Side Drainage 
Storm-water Channel, Newcastle District, Pasturage Reserve

Drainage . .......................
Sewerage, City of Sydney, Kent-street Sewer 
Stanmore Road, Marrickville Storm-water Channel . . 
Towards straightening course of Styx and Throsby Creeks,

Newcastle District ...... ........... .........
Waverley and Woollahra Sewerage .... .. ....
Western Suburbs Sewerage, Main Scheme..................
White’s Creek Storm-w'ater Channel.........
Willoughby Falls Creek Storm-water Channel.................
Wallsend Storm-water Channel .................................
Woolloomooloo, providing new sewers and elevating Sewage 

into Mam Bondi Outfall Sewer . ..
Orphan School Creek Storm-water Channel
Detail Surveys.............................................
Incidental .................................................
Work done for other Departments .

Totals.,

* No expenditure, 1896-7.

Summaby or Expenditure

Loans ... ........................
Revenue.....................................
Services for other Departments

£ s. d 
126,757 14 11 

1,886 5 6
66 17 5

14—P
£128,710 17 10
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Sewebage Constuttction Bbattch.

Year. Loans. Revenue.
Service's for 

other
Departments.

Total.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
409 12 3 

3,206 18 0
16,818 1 7 
36,507 13 2 

105,607 17 7 
122,526 10 2
170,765 15 1 
160,693 19 IO 
128,956 8 5 
76,061 18 IO 
90,931 19 2
93,992 '9 2 

211,697 4 6 
213,407 9 9 
113,920 5 11 
241,688 2 7
132,816 3 9
128,710 17 IO

... . ............
tSRo .....................

. ........................
......... ............

rX86 .................................

t888 . .................................

202,922 O II 
202,294 2 I
109,638 7 3
236)340 3 i° 
130,707 18 6 
126,757 14 11

8,775 3 7 
11,113 7 8 
4,281 18 8
5,34718 9
2,108 5 3
1,886 5 6

i January, 1894, to 30 June, 1895 ..........................
1 July, 1895, to 30 June, 1896 ...................................
1 July, 1896, to 30 June, 1897 ...................................

£

.66 17 5

1,008,660 7 6 33>512 >9 5 66 17 5 2,048,719 17 7
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Land Valuation.
(XIX.)

Report of the Land Valuer.
• Department of Public Works, Valuation Branch, Sydney, 12 November, 1897.

In compliance with your B.C. Minute of 7 September, I have now the honor to submit my report upon the 
operations of this Branch from 1 July, 1896, to 30 June, 1897, which may appear, perhaps, a little 
voluminous, as not recently has a similar report been called for or furnished. .

It will be known to you that all land resumed for any purpose (save the Public Instruction Depart
ment) is acquired by the Valuation Branch. So soon as a railway line is approved by Parliament, the 
Draft Proclamation is issued from this office, Gazette notices prepared, advertisements issued and written, 
and all necessary formalities are prepared and checked by my officers, duplicate notices of taking, and plans 
drawn and attached ; when completed these are served, and, notices of claims filed. The abstracts of title 
having been delivered, my draftsmen report upon the dealings as affecting the title, and, having given the 
certificate of identity, the valuation is made,—if accepted, description is prepared for conveyance and 
certified to. '

The work of this Branch is of a very diversified nature, embracing as it does :—
1. Valuations of land resumed for Bailways, Sewerage, Water Supply, Reclamations, Post Offices,

Police Stations, Bridge approaches, &c.
2. Compensation for temporary occupations.
3. Estimates of costs of resumptions.
4. Sales of surplus lands.
5. Exchanges of lands. '

Summarising the work done, it may be noted that during the period under review,—97 valuations 
have been made, the amounts ranging from a few pounds up to £37,000 ; 86 cases standing over from previous 
years have been settled ; 62 cases have been prepared for valuation, involving very large sums, including 
the preparation of data for combatting the Darling Harbour claims ; 56 cases of temporary resumptions ; 
22 estimates of proposed resumptions of railways, &c., have been prepared; 5 court cases have been set 
down for hearing, 2 of which have been settled amicably, 2 won by the Department, and 1 lost. All these 
cases were worked up by this Branch.

Besides this regular work, all sorts of miscellaneous questions are submitted to this Branch for 
consideration with the Crown Solicitor, and questions of procedure frequently advised upon.

A number of long-standing cases, involving disputed titles hung up for years, have engrossed 
attention, such as Ramsay’s, Long Cove, Rozelle Bay reclamations, &c.

Notifications of resumptions and long descriptions have been prepared in the following cases :—
Balmain Sewerage.
Bourke Lock and Weir. 
Billabong Weir.
Coutts Crossing.
Cockle Creek Extension Drains. 

■ Darling Harbour Wharfs.
Deep Creek approaches. 
Greenridge Wharf.
Gin Gin Weir. '
Parramatta Court-house.
Parkes Water Supply.
Picton Bridge. -
Parkes Water Supply.
Quirindi Bridge.
Potts Hill Pipe line, &c.

Bungwall Wharf.
Bega Bridge.
Canterbury approaches. 
Inglewood approach. 
Kempsey Bridge. 
Liverpool Water Supply. 
Marrickville Sewerage. 
Menindie Ferry.
Morpeth Bridge.
Ryde Punt approach.. 
Shea’s Creek Extension. 
Tamworth Water Supply. 
Wool way Creek.
Wyalong Post Office.

Proclamations have been issued for—
Parkes to Condobolin Railway.
George and Harris Streets Tramway.
Railway connection, Darling Harbour.
Nevertire to Warren Railway.

Localities visited and reported upon extend over the length and breadth of the Colony.
During the year reports have been furnished, amongst other things of a minor nature, upon—

3 routes of City Railways.
22 sites for Police Stations.
Sites for Fire Stations.
Proposed Sewerage resumptions at Johnston’s Creek, Shea’s Creek, Glebe Island, Double 

Bay, &c.
Berrigan to Finley Railway, exchanges negotiated.
Commissioners for Taxation supplied with details of lands resumed from various grants 
Returns of lands resumed prepared for Government Statistician.

The office is divided into two branches, clerical and professional.
In
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In the clerical branch, where all proclamations are prepared, sales faithfully recorded, correspondence 

conducted and records kept, valuations and offers written, are three officers and one messenger.
The professional staff consists of a chief draftsman, an assistant, and cadet, who write descriptions, 

certify to correctness, identify for Crown Solicitor all lands resumed, prepare and check notices of resump
tion, collect date of transfers, consideration money paid, &c. This staff of three have dealt with over 300 
cases necessitating searches at Registrar-General’s Office. When claims and abstracts of title are received, 
these are forwarded to the Crown Solicitor for examination, who returns them with a search paper showing 
dealings, and as only Register Nos. are given, searches have to be made to protect the Crown against 
claims°for lands not affected by resumptions. Indicative of the precision of their work, in no single case 
has the wrong owner been treated with, though attempts are frequent to claim for land outside the titles 
submitted. In addition to this work, good progress has been made in preparing copies of railway plans for 
the guidance of the Commissioners. .

My branch at the present time has a large amount of work in hand, including the following
important cases:—

Darling Harbour resumptions, aggregating claims of £323,000. 
Moree to Inverell Railway.
George-street Tramway.
Newcastle Drainage.
Rickettson Wyalong cases.
Tamworth to Manilla Railway, <fcc.

In submitting this report I should like to emphasise the necessity for appointing to this branch only 
officers of proved integrity ; the work is of a very confidential nature, necessitating absolute secrecy, and 
probity is of paramount importance. It is my pleasure to congratulate you upon the personnel of the 
staff at the date of this report.

EDWARD J. SIEVERS,
The Under Secretary for Public Works. Government Land Valuer.

(XX.)
Retoin of Expenditure on Land Resumptions from 1st July, 189G, to 30th June, 1897.

Branch. Compensation. Interest. Law Costs. Total.

£ s. d. £ 6. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d.

Hoads and Bridges ............................................. 2,274 12 8 120 4 11 170 4 6 2,565 2 1

Harbours and Rivers ......................................... 16,489 8 10 3,364 4 8 1,550 2 5 21,403 15 11

Government Architect ...................................... 1,434 0 0 19 12 8 48 14 2 1,502 6 10

Railway Construction ......................................... 7,019 16 10 1,046 16 0 1,310 16 0 9,377 8 10

Sewerage ........................................................... 2,727 19 0 522 6 4 141 0 8 3,391 6 0

Water Conservation ......................................... 106 14 6 1 8 9 13 0 4 121 3 7

• £38,361 3 3
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Hunter District Water Supply and 'Sewerage Board.
(SXI.)

Report of the President.

. . , _ _ ■ Newcastle, 1 December, 1897.
In compliance with your wire of yesterday, I beg to hand you herewith a short report on the operations 
of the Board for the year ended 30th June last.

Water Supply. •
The total quantity of filtered water pumped from Walka to the service reservoirs during the year 

was 260,979,533 gallons, giving an average daily supply of 731,451 gallons. .•
The estimated population supplied was 34,655, and the average consumption per head per day was 

21T0 gallons. . "
There were 685 premises connected during the year, making the total number supplied 6,931.
During the year 6 miles 517 yards of new watermains were laid, the principal extension being a 

main to supply the works of the Sulphide Corporation (Ashcroft’s Process), Limited, at Cockle Creek, 
Lake Macquarie.

. In addition to the supply of water for street watering and gutter flushing, the Board granted free 
supplies to public hospitals, charitable institutions, and parks of slightly over one million gallons for 
the year.

The system of hiring out meters continues to give satisfaction to the public, and is found to be in 
the interests of the Department, as repairs to such meters are made by the Board and can be executed 
without delay. During the year 156 meters were issued, making a total of 182.

-Ratepayers have also taken advantage of the Deferred Payment System for the laying on of water; 
87 houses were connected, under the system during the year, making a total of 435. The Board allow’ 
ratepayers to select any licensed plumber to do the work whose price suits them, and the cost is repaid 
by quarterly instalments bearing interest at 5 per cent., and extending over a period not exceeding three 
years.

Of the 11,555 premises liable for water rates only 6,925 are connected. Owing to the depression 
the Board have not considered it advisable to exercise their powers under the Principal Act to compel the 
owners or occupiers to connect. Every facility is, however, afforded by the Deferred Payment System 
whereby the poorest ratepayer may have his premises connected, and repay the cost by easy quarterly 
instalments. .

.Regular inspections of the catchment area of the Hunter River, for a distance of 20 miles above 
the intake at Walka, have been made. The area was found, with one or two minor exceptions (which were 
promptly dealt with), to be free from pollution of any kind.

Samples of the water from the Hunter River storage reservoir, settling tank, and clear water tank 
at the Walka pumping station and from the reticulation mains are forwarded monthly to the Board of 
Health for analysis. The Grovernment Analyst’s reports have been favourable, and show that the water 
is fit for all domestic purposes. '

Lvery effort has beeu made by the Board to improve the filtration and aeration of the water, and 
the results obtained are very satisfactory. #

The improvements to the buildings and machinery at the Walka pumping station, commenced last 
year, have been completed and are giving satisfactory results. In .conjunction with the new duplicate 
suction and rising mains, now being carried out by the Department of Public "Works, these improvements 
to the machinery will place the Board in a position to cope with the increased consumption of water.

The cost of pumping 1,000 gallons 100 feet high was '45 pence.

Financial.
An Amending Act is now before Parliament. Amongst other amendments a new ratable area has 

been fixed, under which properties having a frontage to the street in which a main is laid will be ratable 
for a distance of 440 yards. The provisions ot the Principal Act, under which Crown properties have 
hitherto been rated, have been extended so as to render ratable the properties of the Railway Commis
sioners. ^

The Act further provides for the revision of the capital indebtedness of the Board to the Govern
ment, and the Gazetting of same to the 30th June, 1897, and thenceforward annuallv.

The following figures show the result of the. operations of the Board for the vear endintr 30th 
June, 1897:— "

Revenue. Expenditure.

£ s. d.
Kates, Special Fees, Meter Accounts, and

Miscellaneous charges ............................ . 22,518 0 9
Balance (Deficiency) ......................................... I,4ti6 14 4

£ s. d,
Interest on Capital Debt, at 3J- % per annum,

on £428,025 ............................................. 14,980 17 9
Management expenses..................................... 4,382 16 5
Working expenses .................................... 4 211 7 3
Maintenance............................................. 409 13 S

£23,984 15 1 £23,984 15 1

14—Q The
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The result of the year’s operations was a deficiency of £1,466 14s. 4d. Only the actual expenditure 
on maintenance is shown, but to 'this must be added the difference between the amount actually expended
during the year and the proper instalment which, the Amending Act directs shall m future be set as de
annually from revenue to build up a proper sinking fund for the reconstruction of-renewable works. 
This difference amounts to £2,025. The year’s deficiency may, therefore, be fairly taken as £3,401
14S' 4(The Board have given serious consideration to the heavy amount of their capital indebtedness to 
the Government, and intend asking the Honorable the Minister to extend *he same considerat10!1 to the 
Hunter District as he has already given to country towns, by reducing the capital debt to such an amoun 
as will enable them to meet the obligations of the Amending Act on the present maximum rate ot Is.
in the £.^ had hoped that, with the additional revenue which the Amending Act will enable them
to collect, the present rate of Is. in tbe £ might have been reduced, but in view ot the heavy reduction o 
the capital debt which the Minister will have to be asked to make to enable tnem to pay their way on the 
Is rate the Board realise that no larger reduction in the debt could be reasonably asked lor, alicl tm0 
reduction of tbe rate must, therefore, be reluctantly postponed until the revenue improves- ^e 
consumption of water is increasing, and new mains are being extended wherever a return ot 5 per ce . 
on the outlay can be obtained. With this additional revenue, and when values of property improve, the
Board hope to be able to make a reduction in the rate. . „ . . „ i

The percentage of management expenses to revenue was 19'46, and of working expenses 18 7 . 
Taking into consideration that every gallon of water has to be pumped, the Board regard these percentages
as satisfactory. H ^ WALSH,
The Hnder Secretary for Public Works. • President.

[ 19 Plans, &c.]

Sydney : William Applegate Gullicl;, Govommont Printer.- ISlit.
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Look and Weir on River Darling near Bourke, nearing Completion



Look and Weir on River Darling, near Bourke, on Day of Opening.



Court House and Police Buildings, Parramatta.



Land and Survey Offices. East Maitland,



L,and and Survey Offices, Dubbo,



Mount Victoria Post and Telegraph Office.
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1898.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Purlic Works.

THIRTEENTH GENERAL REPORT
TOGETHER "WITH

RETURNS GIVING A RECORD OF THE COMMITTEE’S
INQUIRIES

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS.

ipresentei to parliament in accordance foitij tijc profaistons of tljc public TOorEs Set,
51 Uic. $o. 37*

Printed under No. 1 Report from Printing Committee, 30 June, 1898.

SYDNEY : WILLIAM APPLEGATE GULLICK, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

[3s. 9rf.] *40—A 1898.



586



587

3

MEMBERS OE THE COMMITTEE.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

The Honorable Frederick Thomas Humpiiery, Vice-Chairman. 
*The Honorable John Davies, C.M.G.

The Honorable James Hoskins.
The Honorable Charles James Egberts, C.M.G.
The Honorable William Joseph Trickett.

*The Honorable Daniel O'Connor.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Thosias Thomson Ewing, Esquire, Chairman. 
Henry Clarke, Esquire.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esquire.
John Lionel Fegan, Esquire.

*Angus Cameron, Esquire.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

. THIRTEENTH GENERAL REPORT.

To His Excellency the Right Honorable Henry Robert, Yiscount 

Hampden, Goyernor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of New 
South Wales and its Dependencies.

Mat it please yoite, ExcELLENcr,— '

, The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed
during the first session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1888, 51 Vic. No. 37, the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 Vic. No. 26, 
and the Public Works (Committees’ Remuneration) Act of 1889, 53 Yic. No. 11, 
have the honor to submit, in accordance with clause 8 of the Public Works Act, 
the following General Report of their proceedings :—

Since the date of their last General Report, the Committee have had before inquiries 
them, twenty-one proposed works, involving an expenditure of £4,159,707. daWiaft^ 
Inquiries with regard to two of these works, were proceeding when the Committee Report, 
last reported, and since that time nineteen other works have been referred to them 
by the Legislative Assembly.

The two works mentioned were Estimated Cost.
New Houses of Parliament for the Colony ... ... £533,484
Duplicate Main from Prospect to Potts’ Hill................ 109,317

In the case of the proposed New Houses of Parliament the Committee made New Houses 
careful inquiry with a view, not only to investigate the proposal as it was represented ofParliament- 
by the plans, model, and description submitted by the Department of Public Works, 
but also to ascertain whether a less elaborate and costly building would meet require
ments, or whether all that was really necessary for some years could be provided by 
comparatively inexpensive alterations and additions to the present building. They 
found that the proposed large expenditure on new buildings could be avoided, the 
design being shown by the evidence to be much 'beyond what is necessary in both 
accommodation and cost, and that while the present building will, in the course of a 
few years, have to be replaced by a new structure its condition is such as to justify 
the opinion that it can be repaired, where it is now defective, and made to afford 
fair accommodation for some years. They, therefore, recommended improvements 
estimated to cost £15,000, and submitted with their report plans showing how the 
improvements could be effected. -

The proposal to construct a Duplicate Main from Prospect to Potts’ Hill was Duplicate 
changed in the course of the inquiry to one for enlarging the capacity of the canal pain from 
between.Prospect and the Pipe Head basin, generally strengthening the canal, andPoZmiL 
duplicating the pipe line between the basin and Potts’ Hill reservoir; and this 
amended scheme, the estimated cost of which is £109,317,’ the Committee recom
mended.

' The
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Nineteen The nineteen other works referred to the Committee comprise one bridge,
■wortsreferred eieyen railways, six harbour works, and one work of river improvement. They are
totheCom- pn"
mittee. as follow :--- •

Estimated Cost.
New Bridge at Grlehe Island ... ... ... ... £89,100
Railway from Itedfern to St. James’ Road ... ... 650,000
Railway from Condoholin to Euahalong ... ... 108,225
Railway from Narrabri to Pilliga ... ... ... 128,650
Railway from Byrock to Brewarrina................ ... 146,350
Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah ... 67,000
Railway from Coolamon to Ariah ... ... ... 91,770
Railway from Warren to Coonamble ................ 150,000
Railway from Koorawatha to Grenfell ... ... 89,250
Railway from Woolabra to Collarendabri ... ... 207,978
Railway from Maitland to Taree ... ... ... 982,283
Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Railway

to Dural ... ... ... ... ... ... 57,000 •
Harbour Works at Tweed River ............................. 43,600
Harbour Works at Bellinger River............................. 36,500
Harbour Works at Nambucca River............................. 73,000
Harbour Works at Macleay River ................ ... 93,000
Harbour Works at Hastings River............................. 79,200
Harbour Works at Manning River................ ... 114,000
Weirs on the River Darling between Bourke and

Wilcannia... ... ... ... ... ... 310,000

£3,516,906
The Com- Of these nineteen works the inquiries respecting eighteen have been com
mittee's inqui- pletgj, the one remaining for consideration being the proposed Weirs on the River 
ries‘ Darling between Bourke and Wilcannia. This work, the Committee have been

informed by the Under Secretary for Public Works, cannot be placed before them in 
a way to enable them to proceed with their inquiry concerning it, for the reason that 
the Department has found it impossible to obtain the necessary information. Exten
sive surveys require to be made to fix suitable sites, prepare designs, and make up 
the estimates, and as this will occupy several months, it is suggested by the 
Engineer-in-Chief that the inquiry be postponed.

Worts passed. Of the works dealt with the following five have been passed as proposed :—
New Bridge at Glebe Island ... ... ... ... £89,100
Railway from Redfern to St. James’ Road ... ... 650,000
Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah ... 67,000
Railway from Koorawatha to Grenfell ... ... 89,250-
Harbour Works at Tweed River ... ... ... 43,600

Newbridge The question of erecting a new bridge at Glebe Island was before the
isiandebe Committee in 1894, on which occasion it was decided that it was not expedient to 
Baa replace the existing bridge by a new structure. Tire bridge had recently _ been

strengthened, and it was considered by the Committee to be in a condition sufficiently 
satisfactory to serve the traffic passing over it for a considerable length of time. In 
the present inquiry, three years after the date of the former decision, it was found 
that the condition of the bridge now justifies the erection of a new structure, and 
the Committee recommended the erection of a stone causeway, with central steel 
swing span, covering two openings of 60 feet in the clear, and two side spans each 
80 feet long, at a cost of £89,100.

Railway from The reference to the Committee of the proposed Extension of the Railway from
Redfern to Hedfern to St. James’ Road was consequent on the report of the Committee as a 
st. James Commission on City Railway Extension, in which they recommended that the

railway should be brought to this point. The evidence given before the Royal 
Commission, with the appendices to that evidence, was adopted by the Committee 
and attached to the record of proceedings in their inquiry, and the further evidence 
taken was such as made essential parts of the evidence given before the Royal Com
mission more complete, or such as opponents of the scheme entitled to be beard 

• wished
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wished to put forward. This further evidence strengthened the recommendation of 
the Royal Commission, and the Committee passed a resolution affirming that the 
scheme as proposed should he carried out.

In the case of the proposed Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah the Railway from 
Committee were of opinion that the line should be constructed for reasons based on Q^(,^°c:k lo 
the suitableness of the land in the district for agriculture, the extent to which Gunyah. 
cultivation is now carried on and will probably progress, and the increased value 
that will be given by the line to Crown lands in the district.

The Railway from Koorawatha to Grenfell the Committee came to the con- 
elusion should, he passed, as the district through which it would i’un was a good one t0 Grenfell, 
and there was every prospect of the line proving profitable in the near future.

With regard to the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River, the Committee ^blourf 
considered that in order that the works already constructed shall be duly eil'ective T„0c"cds Bivcr> 
the extensions referred to them for inquiry should he carried out.

Tour works the Committee considered 
These are:—

it to he inexpedient to constract. Wor4k.8 ,- «*- negatiTed.

Estimated Cost.
Railway from Condoholin to Euahalong ... ... £108,225
Railway from Coolamon to Ariah ... ... ... 91,770
Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Railway

to Dural ... ... ... ... ... ... 57,000
Railway from Warren to Coonamble... ... ... 150,000

£400,995
In the inquiry concerning the proposed Railway from Condoholin to Euahalong, Railway from 

the Committee were of opinion that the Railway from Parkes to Condoholin should Eu'abaiori'g.t0 
not, for the present, he extended beyond its present terminus, and they therefore 
decided that it was not expedient the proposed line should he carried out. 'At the 
same time they recommended that, in connection with any proposal for a railway 
towards Hillston, a survey he made for a line from Koorawatha, with a view to its 
consideration in conjunction with existing surveys.

Similarly, in the case of the proposed Railway from Coolamon to Ariah, the Railway from 
Committee considered that the development of that part of the Colony intended to^®?^n,onto 
be served by the line could be brought about more advantageously by a railway in 
another direction. Since the Committee’s decision in this matter the Minister for 
Public Works has approved of a survey of the route recommended by the Committee.

The proposal to constract a railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Railway from 
railway to Dural was negatived on the grounds that the traffic would not he sufficient 
to make the line profitable, that whatever the traffic might be, a large portion of it ^1"’ay to 
Avould be traffic withdrawn from the Great N orthern Railway, and that the district ura' 
was so situated in regard to road communication with, and distance from, existing . 
railways, that fruit-growers could without further railway 'expenditure find reasonable 
transit for their fruit to market.

’ In the case of the proposed Railway from Warren to Coonamble, the Railway from 
Committee considered that a line to Coonamble from Dubbo, through the best 
country between those two places, was’: preferable to one from Warren, and in their 
report they recommended that a survey be made of a route from Dubbo. The only 
matters that appeared favourable to the adoption of the Warren to Coonamble 
proposal were the shorter length of line and the smaller total cost, but against these 
were the considerably longer distance to Sydney and the inferiority of the route for 
settlement and production in comparison with that from Dubbo. After investigation, 
the Committee are satisfied that a cheap line through good country can be obtained.

The Committee have yet to come to a decision with regard to a number of Works yet to 
the works which they have had before them, but this will be done without delay, bc detldcd- 
and the reports upon the proposals will be laid before the Legislative Assembly 
at an early date.

Appended
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Appended to this Report are returns completed to the present date containing 
a record of the inquiries hy the several Committees appointed under the “ Public 
Works Act,” and also a copy of the Committee’s Minutes of Proceedings. Prom the 
returns it will he seen that the total number of proposals for public works inquired 
into involves an aggregate expenditure of £18,411,252, but, allowing for repeated 
references in some instances, £15,320,970. The results from the inquiries, up 
to the present, show a saving of expenditure, consequent upon the Committee’s 
recommendations, amounting to £5,600,755.

THOS. EWING,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Sydney, 17 June, 1898.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

RECORD OP INQUIRIES.

List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the several Committees, with the results of their inquiries, from 27 
August, 1888, the date of the first sitting of the first Committee appointed under the Act, to 17 June, 1898.

Date
of

inquiry.
Proposed Work.

Expenditure 
proposed 
by the 

Government

. 1888. £
4 Sept. Improvements to the 120,000

to Circular Quay.
22 Oct.

26 Sept. Storage reservoir at Potts5 120,000
to Hill, and second line of 165,000

22 Oct. pipes to Crown-street.
13 Sept. New Central Police Court 48,000

to
22 Oct.
4 Oct. Drainage works, Manly.., 34,114

to
22 Oct.

10 Oct. Drainage works, North 77,062
to Shore.

22 Oct.

31 Aug. Harbour improvements 112,000
to at Newcastle.

22 Oct.
19 Sept. Wharfage acccommoda- 42,000

to tion, Woolloomooloo
22 Oct. Bay.

16 Nov. Bridge at the Spit, Middle 62,000
to Harbour.

1889.
11 Jan.

1888. Drainage works for the 830,304
7 Dec. AVestern Suburbs.

to
1889.

27 Aug.
26 June Improvements to the 326,000

to entrance of the Jbtich-
30 Sept. mond River.

9 Oct. Railway to connect North 262,000
to Shore Railway with

11 Dec. Port Jackson, at Mil-

29 Aug.
son’s Point. *

Railway from Culcairn 197,300
to to Corowa. (or £4,184

12 Dec. per mile.)
22 Aug. Railway from Goulburn 198,300

to to Crookwell. (or £5,984
19 Dec. per mile.)

1890.
22 Jan. Dredge and plant for 30,000

to Sydney Harbour.
6 Feb. 
1889.

25 Sept. Railway from Nyngan 207,360
to to Cobar.

1890. 
18 Feb.
14 Jan. Offices for the Board oi 50,000

to Water Supply and
11 Feb. Sewerage.
14 Jan. Reticulation of the West 713,592

to era Suburbs Drainage
6 Feb. Scheme.

14 Jan. Extension of Sydnej 66,000
to AVater Supply to South

11 Feb. ern Suburbs — Hurst

19 Nov.
ville and Rockdale. 

Railway from Marrick 90,250
to ville to the Burwooc

2 April Road.

Carried forward...... i S 3,751,282

Expenditure 
recommended 

by the
Committee. .

Amount 
in excess 
of that 

proposed.

Amount 
in reduction 

of that 
proposed.

Remarks.

£
125,000

| 285,000

£
5,000 The Committee recommended an alteration in 

the plan of these improvements, by which the 
total estimated cost would be increased to 
£125,000.

Recommended as proposed.

48.000

22.000

107,000

• 112,000

Recommended as proposed.

29,938

12,114 The Committee recommended the adoption of a 
modified plan of these drainage works, by 
which the total estimated cost would not 
exceed £22,000.

The Committee recommended the adoption of 
the complete scheme proposed in relation to 
this work, and the estimated cost of which, 
as shown by the evidence, is £107,000.

Recommended as proposed.

830,304

42.000 The Committee were of opinion that the proposed
expenditure was not justified either by the 
requirements in connection with the wharfage 
accommodation of the port, or by the nature of 
the proposal if regarded as a scheme for the 
improvement of a very valuable Government 
property.

62.000 The Committee decided that the proposed expen
diture was'not justified by the evidence, and 
that a steam-punt would meet the require
ments of the district in the vicinity of the 
proposed work for some years to come.

......... Recommended as proposed.

326,000

164.500 
(or £3,500 
per mile.)

148.500 
(or £4,500 
per mile.)

207,360

50,000

262,000

The Committee recommended that the proposed 
works be carried out in a certain order, so that 
theresidts from the worksfirstconstructed might 
beascertainedbeforeothers were proceeded with.

The Committee considered, for various reasons 
stated in their report on the subject, that the 
work as proposed should not be carried out.

32.800

49.800

30,000

The Committee were of opinion that this line 
should be constructed at a cost not exceeding 
£3,500 per mile.

The Committee considered that the cost of this 
railway should not exceed £4,500 per mile 
and that a saving should also be effected by 
utilizing a certain portion of the present main 
line instead of taking the proposed railway 
through a part of the city of Goulburn.

The evidence showed that this class of dredge was 
not required.

The Committee recommended the construction of 
this railway as part of a line which should be 
extended to Wilcannia and Broken Hill.

Recommended as proposed.

713,592 Recommended as proposed.

66,000

90,250

3,229,506 34,938 556,714

This expenditure was rendered unnecessary by 
reason of a temporary water-supply scheme 
being sufficient to meet requirements for some 
years. .

Recommended as proposed.
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &c.—continued.

Bate
of

inquiry.
Proposed Work.

Expenditure 
proposed 

by the 
Government.

Expenditure 
recommended 

by the 
Committee.

Amount 
in excess 
of that 

proposed.

Amount 
in reduction 

of that 
proposed.

Remarks.

£ £‘ £ £
Brought forward ...£ 3,751,282 3,229,506 34,938 556,714

1800.
23 Oct. Improvements to the en- 580,900 211,900 369,000 In this case the Committee recommended the

to trance of the Clarence construction of only a portion, of the works
24 April. Elver. proposed, as they were of opinion that when this

portion had been constructed it might be found
that the remainder would not he required.

31 Oct. Breakwater at Byron 241,723 241,723 The original estimate for this work was £162,000 ;
to Bay. the increase was due to a difficulty in obtaining

15 April. stone.
4 Dec. Kaliway from Kiama to 381,390 381,390 In this case there was an original estimate of

to Nowra. £441,663. The reduction was due to anamended
24 April. estimate made by the Acting Engineer-in-Chief

for Railways since the railway was referred to
the Committee.

12 Nov. Railway from Grafton to 1,728,100 800,000 928,100' The Committee recommended that this railway
to the Tweed.* should be constructed from Lismore to Murwil-

24 April. lumbah, instead of from Grafton to Murwillum-
bah, the Committee’s recommendation involving
a length of about 60J miles as compared with 140
miles 76 chains, the length of the line as referred
to them hy the Legislative Assembly.

15 Jan. Railway from Cootamun- 138,000 125,400 12,600 The Committee considered that the cost of con-
to dra to Temora. (or £3,656 (or £3,300 structing this railway should not exceed

24 April. per mile.) per mile.) £3,300 per mile.
84,900 84,900 The Committee negatived this proposal because

to to Robertson. they considered another route, described in their
24 April report, was preferable.

109,330 109,330 The Committee decided against this work, on the ground
that any extension of the Mudgee Railway should formto part of a more comprehensive proposal, the consideration25 Mar. of which should be deferred until after the suggestion
for the connection of the Northern and Western systems.
by a line between Dubbo and Werris Creek, has been
dealt with.

12 Feb. 26,000 26,000 The Committee considered this bridge to be un-
to Parramatta Paver. necessary.

24 April.
20 Feb. 20,000 20,000 The Committee considered that a less expensive

to River, at J erry’s Plains. bridge would be sufficient to meet require-
15 April. ments.

33,000 33,000 The Committee considered that this proposed
to Island with the main- expenditure was premature, pending certain

24 April land at Newcastle. reclamation works.
12 Feb. Iron Bridge at Cowra ... , 26,537 26,037 The original proposal represented an expenditure

to of £69,971, which amount was afterwards
21 May. reduced to £26,537, as the result of a revision

• of the system of bridge-building in the Colony.
22 Jan. Railway from Molong to 433,000 433,000 Recommended as proposed.

to I’arkes and Forbes.
21 May.
28 May 120,000 120,000 This proposed work, after being partly con-

to upon the Kenmore sidered, was withdrawn from the Committee
8 July. Estate, near Goulburn.* by resolution of the Assembly.

231,156 231,156 This proposal was before the Committee on a pre-
to North Shore Railway vious occasion (estimated cost, £262,000), when

21 Aug. with the deep waters it was negatived ; but having been referred to
of Port Jackson, at the Committee for further consideration, and
Milson’s Point.* circumstances appearing in the second inquiry
(Second Reference.) which justified the construction of the railway,

the Committee approved of the proposed work.
10 Dec. Hospital Buildings, Mac- 140,000 56,000 84,000 In this case, two sets of plans for the biiildings

to quarie-street. were submitted to the Committee, one repre-
13 May, senting a design that was estimated to cost

1891. £140,000, and the other a design to cost
£56,000, and 'the Committee approved of the

1891. latter.
11 Ffih 37,500 37,500 Recommended as proposed.

to of Teachers of Public
25 Mar. Schools.

75,000 75,000 Recommended as proposed.
to to Nowra Railway into

21 April. the town of Nowra.
24 Feb. Railway from Cobar to 1,168,000 1,018,000 150,000 The Committee recommended the construction of

to Cockburn. this railway as far as Broken Hill only, which
14 May. would reduce the proposed expenditure by

£150,000.
22 Jan., Cable Tramway from 80,000 80,000 Recommended as proposed.

1890, King-st., via William-
to street, to Ocean-street.

19 May,
1891.

120,000 120,000 The Committee considered that it was not ex-
1890, ' George, Pitt, and Harris pedient at present, for reasons stated in their

to Streets, Sydney. report, that this tramway should be con-
3 June, structed.
1891.

Carried forward...... £ 9,525,818 6,947,112 34,938 2,613,644
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &c.—continued.

Expenditure Expenditure Amount Amount

of
inquiry.

Proposed >Vork. proposed 
bv the

recommended 
by the

in excess 
of that

in reduction 
of that

Government. Committee. proposed. proposed.
-

£ . £ £ £
1892.

5 May
Brought forward .. £ 

Improvements at Darling
9,525,818

142,000
6,947,112 34,938 2,613,644

142,000
to Island.

2 June.

7 June Stormwater sewers dis- 51,352 51,352
to charging into John-

12 July. stone’s Bay.
15 June 83,000 83,000

to
4 Aug. 

14 July 
to

24 Aug.

28 July 
to

Park for Sydney Water 
Supply.

Water Supply for Wollon
gong and the surround
ing districts.

Second pipe-line from 
Walka to Buttai, for

36,00066,000

50,000

30.000

50.000

24 Aug. Hunter River District 
Water Supply.

26 July 
to

9 Aug.

21 April, 
1891;

Sewerage works at Cottage 
Creek.

Railway from Glen Innes 
to Inverell.*

■ 25,000

427,400

13,000 12,000

427,400

to
27 May,

1892.

31 May 
to

Railway from Jerilderie 
to Deniliquin.

148,000 148,000

150,000

18 Aug.

12 July 
to

150,000Lunatic Asylum at Ken
more, near Goulburn. * 
(Second Reference.)24 Aug.

*^4 June 
to

28 Sept.

10 July 
to

Railway from Grafton to 
Lismore.*

Railway from Eden to 
Bega.

662,000 
(or £8,000 
per mile.)

564,000 
(or £15,350

' 108,000 
(or £6,000 
per mile.)

554,000

564,000

26 Oct. per mile.)

22 June Sewerage Works for 
Parramatta.*

75,926 75,926
to

4 Oct.

12 Oct. Water Supply for Tam- 
worth.

22,500 22,500
' to
21 Dec.

14 Sept. VVater Supply for Litheow 15,000 15,000
to

16 Nov. 
15 Sept, 

to
Water Supply for Armi- 

dale.
43,500 43,500

16 Nov.
17 Nov. Railway from Glen Innes 421,400 369,862 51,538

to to Inverell. * (or £7,975 (or £7,000
10 Jan. (Second Reference.) per mile). per mile);

1893.

14 Feb. Waterworks for the town 45,000 45,000
to

8 Mar.

14 Nov., 
1893,

of Junee.

Railway from Narrabri 
to Moree.

153,000 153,000

to
11 Jan., 

1894.
Carried forward...... f 12,670,896 8,081,326 34,938 4,624,508

Remark?.

The Committee considered that the proposed works 
might be postponed for the present without 
inconvenience, and that a more suitable design 
might be submitted.

Recommended as proposed.

Recommended with an alteration of site.

The Committee found that the Water Supply 
proposed for the surrounding districts was not 
needed, and that the estimate of cost for sup
plying Wollongongmight be reduced to £30,000.

Recommended as proposed.

The amount of £25,000 provided for a covered 
sewer ; but the Committee found that a cover 
was not necessary at present, and that by 
constructing an open sewer the cost could be 
reduced by £12,000.

The evidence in this case showed that the estimated cost of 
constructing the railway was excessive, and indicated the 
probability of a serious annual loss in the working of the 
line. In addition to this, the Committee were not as fully

■ informed as desirable with regard to connecting Inverell 
not only with the Great Northern Railway but with the 
coast, a matter of considerable importance in the inquiry.

The Committee were of opinion that the consider
ation of this proposed work should be postponed 
until it should be determined by Parliame'nt'as a 
matter of public policy to purchase the Denili- 
quin to Moama Railway.

Recommended as proposed. .

The Committee decided that, for the present, 
only the Lismore to Casino section of the pro
posed railway should be constructed, that the 
cost should not exceed £6,000 per mile, and that 
the betterment principle be applied to the land 
to be served by the proposed line.

The Committee considered that the present 
resources of the district did not warrant the 
construction of such an expensive line, but they 
were of opinion that a cheaply constructed rail
way might be favorably considered.

The Committee were of opinion that the sevvage 
farm included in the scheme was too small for 
the purpose, and that the sewage should be 
dealt with by precipitation and filtration or 

■ other effective modern process at a proposed 
pumping station at Clay Cliff Creek.

Recommended as proposed, with a provision as 
to the quantity of water obtainable, and the 
resumption of land surrounding the well in 
the drift forming the source of supply.

Recommended as proposed.

Recommended as proposed.

The Committee considered it expedient this rail
way should be constructed, provided that the 
cost did not exceed £7,000 per mile, that special 
local rates were charged until the railway paid 
working expenses and interest on cost of con
struction, and that the betterment principle 
was applied to the land served by the railway.

The Committee recommended that these works 
should be carried out, conditionally upon the 
Railway Commissioners undertaking to enter 
into an agreement for a period of not less .than 
ten years to pay a minimum of £1,900 per 
annum for water supplied for railway purposes 
at Junee and Bethungra.

Recommended as proposed, with the condition 
that the work be not undertaken until a Better
ment Act is passed.

*40—C
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &c.—continued.

Date
of

inquhy.
Proposed Work.

Expenditure 
proposed 
by the 

Government.

Expenditure 
recommended 

by the 
Committee.

Amount 
i)i excess 
of that 

proposed.

Amount 
in reduction 

of that 
proposed.

Remarks. .

1894.
7 Feb. 

to
22 Mar.

Brought forward ...£ 
Sewerage Works for 

Parramatta.*
(Second reference.)

£ ' 
12,670,896 

75,926

£
8,081,326

£
34,938

£
4,624,508

75,926 The Committee decided that it was not expedient 
the proposed works should be carried out, for 
the reasons that the scheme had not been 
adequately considered, and that, according to 
the evidence, Parramatta was neither willing 
nor able to pay the rate necessary to provide 
the interest on the expenditure, and did no.t 
want the proposed works.

6 Mar. 
to

16 April.

181,p72 181,072 The Committee -were of opinion that as the prd- 
fessioual evidence, as well as much of the 
evidence generally, indicated that the proposed 
deviation was not a matter of urgency it was 
not expedient the work should be carried out.'

Lithgow Zigzag.

Railway from Temora to 
Wy along.*

9 April, 
to

22 May.

104,430 104,430 The Committee were of opinion that the decision 
upon the proposal should be deferred for six 
months.

11 April, 
to

20 June.

Removal of Pyrmout and 
’ Glebe Island Bridges.*

296,500 296,500 The Committee recommended that when renewal 
becomes necessary the existing bridges at 
Darling Harbour and Glebe Island should 
be replaced by timber structures of a kind 
specified in their report, which report, how
ever, in consequence of the sudden dissolution 
of Parliament was not presented to the Legis
lative Assembly.

3 Oct. 
to

11 Ffov.

Removal of Pyrmont and 
Glebe Island Bridges.* 
(Second reference.)

296,500 ' 82,500 214,000 The Committee recommended that the Pyrmont 
Bridge be replaced by a timber bridge with 
steel span, to cost £82,500, and decided that 
the Glebe Island Bridge did not at present 
require renewal.

Railway from Jerilderie 
to Berrigan.

43,543 43,543 The construction of this railway was recom
mended, with the condition that the estimated 
cost, £2,000 per mile, should include goods 
and grain sheds, engineering charges, and all 
contingencies.

to
27 Feb., 

1895.

7 Mar. 
to

10 May.

Railway from Parkes to 
Condobolin.

127,000 127,000 In this inquiry the Committee, while considering 
it expedient the railway should be constructed, 
resolved that the eostshould not exceed£2,100 
permile, including thecostof landresumptions.

92,00017 May 
to

28 June.

Railway from Temora to 
Wy along. *
(Second reference.)

92,000 The Committee, in deciding against this proposed 
work, were of opinion that at the present 
time there is no justification for its construc
tion, and the prospects of Wyaiong’s future 
are not such as to lead them to conclude 
that the line should be built in anticipation 
of what may be the condition of the gold-field 
and the district some years hence.

141,00020 Mar. 
to

7 May.

Harbour Improvements 
at Newcastle.

141,000 In this inquiry the Committee recommended a 
modification of the works proposed by the 
Department and an additional work, the cost 
of the works as recommended by the Com
mittee being about the same as that, of the 
works proposed by the Department.

19,30026 June, 
to

4 July.

Tramway from Woolwich 
to the Field of Mars 
Common.

19,300 This proposed work was referred to the Fifth 
Committee who, at the termination of their 
existence, had inquired partly into it. A 
motion in the Legislative Assembly to refer 
tlie proposal to the Sixth Committee was, 
however, negatived on 11 December, 1895.

Deviation at Locksley, 
Great Western Railway.

47,500 47,500 The Committee considered this work to be an 
urgent and necessary one, and. recommended 
that it be carried out without delay.

to
14 Dec.

17 Dec. 
to

24 Jan. 
1896.

Water Supply for the 
Town of Tamworth.

Electric Tramway from 
Circular Quay, Sydney, 
to the Redfern Railway 
Station; and also along 
Harris street to the 
intersection of John- 
street.

32,824

130,500

32,824 The Committee recommended that this work be 
carried out, with the proviso that the capacity 
of the storage reservoir be increased from 
35,000,000 to 50,000,000 gallons. 

Recommended as proposed.130,500
to

8 May.

Carried forward...... £ 14,258,991 8,686,193 34,938 5,607,736
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &c.—continued.

Date
of

inquiry.
Proposed Work.

Expenditure 
proposed 

by the
Government.

Expenditure 
recommended 

by the 
Committee.

£ £
1S96. - Brought forward.......... 14,258,991 8,686,193

1 Jan. Erection of Buildings at 118,285 62,900
to . Rookwood for Infirm

10 Mar. and Destitute Persons.

9 Jan. Additions to the Treasury 21,500 21,500
to Buildings.

17 July.
20 Feb. Railway from Tamworth 72,150 7i,876

to to. Manilla.
1 Oct.

21 April, Railway from Nevertire 32,730 32,730
to to Warren.

20 May.
12 May, Construction of Locks 121,100

to and Weirs on the River
31 July. Darling.

5 June, Railway from Berrigan to 27,250 27,250
to Finley.

19 Aug.
16 June Improvement of Cook’s 36,400 15,000

to River.
21 July.

1 Sept. Railway from Morce to 279,500 279,500
1896. Invereli. .
to

April,
1897.

28 Oct. Construction of a Deep- 440,000 200,000 '
1896, water Harbour at Port
to Kembla.

10 Feb.,
1897.

5 Aug. Railway from Condobolin 955,063
to to Broken Hill.

10 Dec.,
1896.

11 Feb., ’’Sewerage Works for 60,000 60,000
1897, Parramatta.
to (Third Reference.)

13 April.

1897.
4 May to Duplicate Main from 109,317 109,317
8 June. Prospect to Potts’ Hill.

14 April New Houses of Parlia- 533,484 15,000
to 6 Dec. ment.

16 June New Bridge at Glebe 89,100 89,100
to Island.

15 Sept.
13 July Railway from Red fern to 650,000 650,000

to St, James’ Road.
25 Aug.

Carried forward...... £ 17,804,870 10,320,365

Amount 
in excess 
of that 

proposed.

Amount 
in reduction 

of that 
proposed.

Remarks.

£ £
34,938 5,607,736

55,385 The Committee decided that it was not expedient 
the proposed works should be carried out, 
deeming it inadvisable, for reasons stated in 
their Report, to concentrate the infirm and 
destitute at Rookwood. The Government 
estimate for the proposed buildings was 
£103,350 without, and £118,285 with, pro
vision for sewage. The Committee recom
mended that the inmates of the Parramatta 
Asylums be removed, the healthy patients 
being housed at Rookwood and Liverpool, 
provision for the chronic and acute sick to be 
made on Crown lands near CampbelRown.

Recommended as proposed.

275 The Committee’s recommendation provided for 
an amended route, the cost of the railway not 
to exceed £2,500 per mile.

Recommended as proposed.

121,100 The Committee negatived this proposed work.

21,400

The Committee recommended that this proposed 
railway should be constructed, the cost not to 
exceed £2,000 per mile.

As recommended by the Committee the construc
tion of the proposed works would involve an 
expenditure of £15,000—a reduction on the 
Departmental estimate of £21,400—which, in 
the opinion of the Committee, would meet the 
requirements of the case.

The Committee resolved that it was expedient 
this railway should be constructed as pro
posed.

240,000

i

955,063

518,484

34,938 7,519,443

The Departmental estimate of cost provided for 
the construction of two breakwaters, known 
respectively as the northern and eastern, and 
the necessary equipment of the port for coal- 
shipping and general commercial purposes. 
The Committee were of opinion, however, 
that the proposed harbour would be rendered 
sufficiently secure to meet present require
ments if the eastern breakwater only were 
carried out, and the estimated cost reduced 
by £240,000.

The Committee, while having regard to the 
various aspects of this proposed work* and 
considering also that the annual loss on the 
working of the railway would amount to 
£60.000, were of opinion that it should not, 
at present, be proceeded with.

This work was passed by the Committee with 
the provision that the cost should not exceed 
the Departmental estimate, and that the 
carrying out of the work should be subject to 
a guarantee (by the Municipal Council of 
Parramatta) of the annual payment required 
to cover maintenance .and interest, and re
demption of the principal outlay.

The Committee recommended the amended 
scheme submitted by the Engineer-in-Chief for 
Public Works, by which the sides of the canal 
between Prospect and the Pipe Head Basin 
would bo raised, the canal strengthened, and 
the 6-foot pipe-line between the Basin and 
Potts’ Hill Reservoir duplicated.

The Committee recommended the adoption of the 
scheme submitted by the Government Archi
tect, providing for altei’ations to the present 
Parliamentary Buildings, at a cost not exceed
ing £15,000.

The Committee recommended that there be sub
stituted for the existing structure a stone 
causeway, with a central, steel swing-span.

Recommended as proposed.
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Date
of

nquiry.
Proposed Work.

Expenditure 
proposed 

by the
Government.

Expenditure 
recommended 

by the 
Committee.

Amount 
in excess 
of that 

proposed.

Amount 
in reduction 

of that 
proposed.

£
17,804,870

108,225

£
10,320,365

£
34,938

£
7,519,443

108,225Railway from Condobolin 
Euabalong.

67,000Kailway from The Rock 
to Green’s Gunyah.

67,000

91,307Railway from Coolamon 
to Ariah.

91,307

89,250Railway from Koora
watha to Grenfell.

89,250

57,000Railway from the Terminus 
of the Rose Hill Rail
way to Dural.

57,000

Kill way from Warren to 
Coonamble.

150,000 150,000

43,600 43,600
River.

£ 18,411,252 10,520,215 34,938 7,925,975

1897. 
31 Aug. 
to 7 Dec.

16 Sept, 
to

25 Nov. 
5 Sept, 

to
18 Nov.

1897. 
20 Dec.

to
1 April,

1898.
. 1898.
5 Jan. 

to
13 April.

1897.
14 Dec. 

to
29 April.

1898. ' 
1898.

15 Mar. 
to

Remarks.

The Committee negatived this proposed work, but 
recommended, in connection with any pro
posal for a railway towards Hillston, that a 
survey be made for a line from Koorawatha, 
with a view to its consideration in conjunction 
with existing surveys.

Recommended as proposed.

The Committee negatived this proposal.

Recommended as proposed.

The Committee negatived this proposal.

The Committee negatived this proposal, but 
recommended that a survey be made of a route 
from Dubbo to Coonamble. *

Recommended as proposed.

* Works marked with an asterisk have been referred to the Committee more than once, and allowing for these repeated references, and for the expenditure 
recommended in two instances in excess of that proposed,, the actual saving effected amounts to £5,600,755.

WCEKS RESPECTING WHICH THE EVIDENCE IS COMPLETE, BUT UPON WHICH THE COMMITTEE HAVE NOT
YET DECIDED. .

Railway from Narrabri to Pilliga ................................................. £128,650
Railway from By rock to Brewarrina............................................. 146,350
Railway from Woolabra to Collarendabri..................................... 207,798
Railway from Maitland to Taree ................................................. 982,283
Harbour Works at Bellinger River ............................................. 36,500
Harbour Works at Maeleay River................................................. 93,000
Harbour Works at Hastings River................................................ 79,200
Harbour Works at Manning River................................................ 114,000
Harbour Works at Nambucca River............................................. £73,000

Work respecting -which the Inquiry has not yet been commenced. 

Weirs on the River Darling, between Bourke and Wilcannia... 310,000



PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.
RETURN SHOWING THE COURSE OF THE COMMITTEES’ INQUIRIES FROM THE REFERENCE OF THE WORKS TO THE

ULTIMATE ACTION RESPECTING THEM. '

FIRST COMMITTEE-FROM 12 JUNE, 1888, TO 22 OCTOBER, 1888.

MEMBERS OE THE COMMITTEE.
’ Legislative Council.

The Honorable John LaCket, Chairman. The Honorable William Henry Suitor.
The Honorable George Campbell. • The Honorable James Watson.

. The Honorable Frederick Thomas Humphery.

Legislative Assembly.
Joseph Palmer Abbott, Esquire, Vice-Chairman. John Pen dell Street, Esquire.
James Nixon Brunker, Esquire.* Thomas Michael Slattery, Esquire.
Henry Copeland, Esquire. Jacob Garrard, Esquire.
Alexander Kethel, Esquire. Sydney Smith, Esquire.

* James Nixon Brunker, Esquire, by reason of his accepting the office of Minister for Lands, did not take his seat as a member of the Committee.

*

Proposed Work. Date of reference 
to Committee.

Date upon which 
inquiry was 

opened.

Date upon which 
Sectional 

Committee was 
appointed.

Date of Sectional 
Committee’s

1 Report.

Date of 
Committee’s 

Report.
Statement of Committee's recommendation.

How dealt with by 
Parliament. Date of Parliamentary action.]

Wharfage Accommodation, 
■Woolloomooloo Bay.

»

1888. 1888.
19 September

1888.
Inquiry completed See Second Committee. See Second • See Second Committee.

by Second Com
mittee.

Committee.

Improvements to .the Circular 
Quay.

93 4 ........... 22 October ... The Committee recommended an alteration . Passed. Legislative Assembly—11 April, 1889—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council—■ 
24 April, 1889—Bill read third time; 
30 April, 1889—Assent reported.

in the plan of these improvements, by 
which the estimated total cost would 
be increased from £120,000 to £125,000.

Storage Reservoir at Potts’Hill 93 26 „ ... 22 „ ... Recommended as proposed. , Passed. Legislative Assembly—17 May, 1889—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
30 May, 1889—Bill read third time; 5 
June, 1889—Assent reported.

U1
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FIEST COMMITTEE—continued.

Proposed Work. Date of reference 
to Committee.

Date upon which 
inquiry- was 

opened.

Date upon which 
Sectional 

Committee was 
appointed.

Date of Sectional 
Committee’s 

Report.

Date of 
Committee’s 

Report.
Statement of Committee’s recommendation. How dealt with 

Parliament.
by Date of Parliamentary action.

Second Pipe between Potts1 Hill 
and Crown-street.

1888. 
23 July..

1888.
26 September

Dredge and Plant for Sydney 
Harbour.

Dealt with by 
Third - Com
mittee.

1888.
22 October Recommended as proposed.

See Third Committee.

Passed [Sydney 
Water Sup
ply (Partial 
Reduplica
tion) Bill].

Legislative Assembly—24 July, 1889—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
17 Sept., 1889—Bill read third time; 
30 Sept., 1889—Assent reported.

See Third Com
mittee.

See Third Committee.

Improvements to the Entrance 23 ,, 
of the Richmond River.

Bridge at the Spit, Middle 
Harbour.

23 Dealt with by 
Second Com
mittee.

See Second Committee. See Second 
Committee.

See Second Committee.

New Central Police Court 23 13 September

Improvements to the Entrance 23 ,, 
of the Clarence River.

.Drainage Works, Manly ..... 23 ,,

Dealt with by 
Third Com
mittee.

4 October ...

Drainage Works, North Shore 23 10

Drainage Works for the 23 
Western Suburbs.

Harbour Improvements at 23 
Newcastle. *

Dealt with by 
Second and 
Third Com
mittees.

31 August ...

22 October

22 October

oo

Recommended as proposed.

See Third Committee.

Passed. Legislative Assembly—15 May, 1889—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
23 May, 1889—Bill read third time; 30 
May, 1889—Assent reported.

See Third Com
mittee.

See Third Committee.

G*

The Committee recommended the adoption 
of a modified plan of these drainage 
works, by which the estimated total cost 
would not exceed £22,000, or £12,114 less 
than the original estimated

Passed. Legislative Assembly—23 May, 1889—Bill 
read third time; 3 Sept., 1889—Bill 
finally passed. Legislative Council— 
20 June, 1889—Bill read third time; 12 
Sept., 1889—Assent reported.

The Committee recommended the adoption 
of the complete scheme proposed'in rela
tion to this work, the estimated cost of 
which, as shown by the evidence, was 
£107.000. .

Passed. Legislative Assembly—17 April, 1889—Bill 
read third time; 15 May, 1889—Bill 
finally passed. Legislative Council— 
9 May, 1889—Bill read third time ; 22 
May, 1889—Assent reported.

Sec Third Committee. See Third Com
mittee.

See Third Committee.

22 October ... Recommended as proposed. Passed. Legislative Assembly—11 April, 1889—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
24 April, 1889—Bill read third time; 
30 April, 1889—Assent reported.

00
9



SECOND COMMITTEE—FROM 24 OCTOBER, 1888, TO 19 JANUARY, 1889.

MEMBERS OE THE COMMITTEE.
Legislative Council.

The Honorable John Lackey, Chairman. The Honorable William Hexhx Suitor.

The Honorable George Campbell. The Honorable James Watson.
The Honorable Frederick Thomas Humphery.

Legislative Assembly.

Joseph Palmer Abbott, Esquire, Vice-Chairman. Sydney Smith, Esquire.
Henry Copeland, Esquire. Thomas Michael Slattery, Esquire.
Jacob Garrard, Esquire. John Kendell Street, Esquire.
Alexander Kethel, Esquire. Daniel O’Connor, Esquire.

Proposed Work. Date of reference 
to Committee.

Date upon which 
inquiry was 

opened.

Date upon which 
Sectional 

Committee was 
appointed.

Date of Sectional 
Committee’s 

Report.

Date of 
Committee’s^ 

Report.
Statement of Committee’s recommendation. How dealt v ith bj 

Parliament. Date of Parliamentary action.

Wharfage Accommodation, 
Woolloomooloo Bay.

Dredge and Plant for Sydney 
Harbour.

Improvements to the Entrance 
of the Richmond River.

Bridge at the Spit, Middle 
Harbour.

Improvements to the Entrance 
of the Clarence River.

Drainage Works for tlie 'Wes
tern Suburbs.

1888. 1SS8.
19 September

Dealt with by 
Third Com
mittee.

1889.
10 January ... The Committee were of opinion that the pro

posed expenditure was not justified either 
by the requirements in connection with 
the wharfage accommodation of the port, 
or by the nature of the proposal if re
garded as a scheme for the improvement 
of a very valuable Government property.

See Third Committee.

Not dealt with.

92 See Third Com- See Third Committee.

23 ,, .

mittee.

16 November

Dealt with by 
Third Com
mittee.

7 December

11 January ... The Committee decided that the proposed 
expenditure was not justified by the evi
dence, and that a steam-punt would meet 
the requirements of the district in the 
vicinity of the proposed wnrk for some 
years to come.

See Third Committee.

** 1, ..........

23 „ ............. See Third Com- See Third Committee.

23 „ ............. Inquiry completed

mittee.

by Third Com. 
mittce.

* *

601



MEMBERS OE THE COMMITTEE.
Legislative Council.

# The Honorable John Lackey, Chairman. The Honorable Pbedebick Thomas Humphebt.

THIRD COMMITTEE—FROM 7 JUNE, 1889, TO 6 JUNE, 1891.
a:
c
K

The Honorable Andbew Q-abban. 
The Honorable James Watson.

The Honorable William Joseph Tbickett. 
The Honorable G-eoege Henby Coy.

Legislative Assembly.
* Joseph Palmeb Abbott, Esquire, Chairman.
* Jacob Garrard, Esquire, Vice-Chairman. 

Heney Copeland, Esquire.
James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esquire.
William Speingthobpe Dowel, Esquire.

John Suthebland, Esquire.
Edward William O’Sulliyan, Esquire. 
John Hurley, Esquire.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esquire. 
William McCouet, Esquire.

James Patrick Gaeyan, Esquire.
[* Shortly after the first meeting of the third Committee, John Sutherland, Esquire, died, and his place was filled by the appointment of Charles Alfred Lee, Esquire. Subsequently the Honorable Tames 

Watson resigned his seat on the Committee, and the Honorable George Henry Cox was appointed in his place. On 22nd October, 1890, Mr. Jos—T>''---- ■" ■ ■ ■ ■ - ~ - ' ' u‘ es
/-vaa ei a I . Vi o t ei n o n ri Ta-I n TIT li n ^ ear +■ la 1-1 i ’eawa »>a i ^^-/aea r I' la ea Xj ea*aeav.n Vale, T/alaaa T e» e. 1^ e.. - e. A i. AL..X A. 2___ ______ /-*, i _ •„ „ . .. „ - -----, ---- Joseph Palmer Abbott, having been appointeil Speaker of the Leeisiati ve

Assembly, resigned his position as Chairman and member of the Committee. The Honorable John Lackey, who at that time was Vice-Chairman of the Committee, was appointed Chairman in Mr Abbott s nWoe 
and Mr. Jacob Garrard was chosen as Vice-Chairman. Mr. William McCourt was appointed a member of the Committee on 16th July, 1890, in the place of Mr. John Hurley, whose seat became vacant bv reason 
of his resignation from the Legislative Assembly ; and Mr. James Patrick Garvan was appointed a member on the 6th November, 1890, in the room of Mr. Joseph Palmer Abbott ] y M

CD

Proposed Work.

Dredge and Plant for Sydney 
Harbour.

Improvements to the Entrance 
of the Richmond River.

Improvements to the Entrance 
of the Clarence River.

Drainage Works for the Wes
tern Suburbs.

Date of reference 
to Committee.

23 July, 1888

23 „

23 „

23 „

Date upon which 
inquiry was 

opened.

22 Jan., 1890

26 June, 1889

23 Oct., ,,

7 Dec., 1888

Date upon which 
Sectional 

Committee was 
appointed.

Date of Sectional 
Committee’s 

Report.

14 Nov., 1889 28 Jan., 1890

Date of 
Committee’s 

Report.

6 Feb., 1890

30 Sept., 1889

2 April, 1890

27 Aug., 1889

Statement of Committee’s recommendation. How dealt with by 
Parliament.

The evidence showed that this class of 
dredge was not required.

The Committee recommended that the pro
posed works should be carried out in a 
certain order, so that the results from the 
works first constructed might be ascer
tained before others were proceeded with.

In this case the Committee recommended 
the construction of only a portion of the 
works proposed, as they were of opinion 
that when this portion had been con
structed it might be found that the re
mainder would not be required.

Recommended as proposed.

Not dealt with.

Passed.

Passed.

Passed.

‘Date of Parliamentary action.

Legislative Assembly—23 July, 1890—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
28 Aug., 1890—Bill read third time; 
3Sept., 1890—Assent reported.

Legislative Assembly-23 July, 1890—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
17 Sept., 1890—Bill read third time; 
1 Oct., 1890—Assent reported.

Legislative Assembly—26 Sept., 1889—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
26 Sept., 1889—Bill read third time; 30 
Sept., 1889—Assent reported.



THIRD COMMITTEE—continued.

Proposed Work. Date of reference 
to Committee.

Date upon which 
inquiry was 

opened.

Date upon which 
Sectional 

Committee was 
appointed.

Date of Sectional 
Committee’s 

Keport.
Date of 

Committee’s 
Report.

Statement of Committee’s recommendation. How dealt with by 
Parliament. Date of Parliamentary action.

Railway from Goulburn to 
Crookwell.

'

31 July, 1889 22 Aug., 1889 29 Aug., 1889 17 Sept., 1889 19 Dec., 1889 The Committee considered that the cost oi 
this railway should not exceed £4,500 per 
mile, and that a saving should also be 
effected by utilizing a certain portion oi 
the present main line instead of taking 
the proposed railway through a part oi 
the city of Goulburn.

Negatived by 
the Legislative 
Council.

Legislative Assembly—25 Sept., 1895—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
12 Nov., 1895—Second reading resolved 
in the negative.

Railway from Nynganto Cobar 1 Aug., „ 25 Sept., ,, 24 Sept., ,, 31 Oct., , „ 18 Feb., 1890 The Committee recommended the construc
tion of this railway as part of a line which 
should be extended to Wilcannia and 
Broken Hill.

Passed. Legislative Assembly—10 July, 1890—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
17 July, 1890—Bill read third time; 23 
July, 1890—Assent reported.

Railway from iviama to blowra

Railway from Marrickville to 
the Burwood Road.

1 „ „

1 „ „

4 Dec., ,,

19 Nov., „

14 Jan., 1890 30 Jan., 1890 22 April, ,,

2 „ „

In this case there was an original estimate 
of £441,663. The amount recommended 
by the Committee was £381,390. The 
reduction was due to an amended esti
mate made by the Acting Engineer-in
Chief for Railways after the railway was 
referred to the Committee.

Recommended as proposed.

Passed.

Passed.

Legislative Assembly—10 July, 1890—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council—
7 Aug., 1890—Bill read third time; 13 
Aug., 1890—Assent reported.

Legislative Assembly—11 Dec., 1890—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council—
18 Dec., 1890—Bill read third time;
19 May, 1891—Assent reported.

Railway from Culcairn to 
Corowa.

6 „ „ 29 Aug., „ 29 Aug., 1889 11 Sept., 1889 12 Dec., 1889 The Committee were of opinion that this 
line should be constructed at a cost not 
exceeding £3,500 per mile.

Passed. Legislative Assembly—10 July, 1890—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
31 July, 1890—Bill read third time; 
6 Aug., 1890—Assent reported.

breakwater at .Byron Bay ......

Railway to connect North 
Shore Railway with Port 
Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

6 „ ,,

7 ,,

31 Oct., „

9 „ „

14 Nov., „ 28 Jan., 1890 15 April, 1890

11 Dec., 1889

The original estimate for this work was 
£162,000. The estimate placed before 
the Committee, which they adopted in 
their recommendation, was £241,723. 
The increase was due to a difficulty in 
obtaining stone.

The Committee considered, for various 
reasons stated in their report on the sub
ject, that the work as proposed should 
not be carried out. .

Negatived by 
theLegislative 
Council.

See second 
reference.

Legislative Assembly—17 July, 1890—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
15 Oct., 1890—Bill negatived in Council 
on motion, “ That it be read the second 
time this day six months.”

See second reference.

.Railway from Grafton to the 
Tweed.

27 Sept., „ 12 Nov., „ 14 Nov., ,, 28 Jan., „ 15 April, 1890 The Committee recommended that this rail
way should be constructed from Lismore 
to Murwillumbah, instead of from Grafton 
toMurwillumbah, the Committee’s recom
mendation involving a length of about 
60£ miles as compared with 140 miles 76 
chains, the length of the line as referred 
to them by the Legislative Assembly.

Passed. Legislative Assembly—17 July, 1890—Bill 
(Lismore to the Tweed Railway Bill) read 
third time. Legislative Council—10 
Sept., 1890—-Bill read third time ; 24 
Sept., 1890—Assent reported.

"Railway from Cootamundra to 
Temora.

27 „ „ 15 Jan., 1890 16 Jan., 1890 11 Feb., „ 23 „ „ The Committee considered that the cost of 
constructing this railway should not 
exceed £3,300 per mile.

Passed. Legislative Assembly;—23 July, 1890—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
17 Sept., 1890—Bill read third time;
1 Oct., 1890—Assent reported. ‘

<?.
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THIED CO MMITTEE—con tin ued.

Proposed Work. Date of reference 
to Committee.

Date upon which 
inquiry was 

opened.

Date upon which 
Sectional 

Committee was 
appointed.

Date of Sectional 
Committee’s 

Keport.
Date of 

Committee’s 
Keport.

Statement of Committee’s recommendation. How dealt with by 
Parliament. Date of Parliamentary action.

Railway from Mudgee to Gul- 
^ng*

27 Sept., 1889 23 Jan., 1890 12 Mar., 1890 26 Mar., 1890 6 May, 1890 The Committee decided against this work 
on the ground that any extension of the 
Mudgee Railway should form part of a 
more comprehensive proposal, the con
sideration of which should be deferred

"Not dealt with.

^Railway from Moss Vale to 
Robertson.

1 Oct., , 23 30 Jan., 12 Feb., „ 29 April, ,,

until after the suggestion for the connec
tion of theNorthernand Western systems, 
by a line between Dubbo and Werris 
Creek, had been dealt with.

The Committee negatived this proposal 
because they considered another route, 
described in their report, was preferable.

>9 a

Railway from Molong to Parkes 1 ,,
and Forbes.

Bridge over Tarban Creek, 1 ,,
Parramatta River.

Bridge over the Hunter River, 1 ,, 
at Jerry’s Plains.

Bridge to connect Bullock 1 ,, 
Island with the Mainland at 
Newcastle.

Iron Bridge at Cowra.............. 1 ,,

Hospital for the Insane upon 1 ,,
the Kenmore Estate, near 
Goulburn.

Offices for Board of Water 1 ,,
Supply and Sewerage.

Reticulation of WesternSuburbs 1 ,,
Drainage Scheme.

Of?

12 Feb., ,,

20 „ „

25 „ „

12 „

12 Feb., ,,

4 Mar., ,,

4 „ „

18 Feb., „

28 May, ,,

14 Jan., ,,

19 Mar., ,,

11 Mar., ,,

19 „

21 May, Recommended as proposed. Passed.

15 April, ,, 

15 „ „

21 May, ,,

Inquiry not 
completed.

The Committee considered this bridge to 
be unnecessary.

The Committee considered that a less ex
pensive bridge would be sufficient to meet 
requirements.

The Committee considered that this pro
posed expenditure was premature, pend
ing the carrying out of certain reclamation 
works.

The original proposal represented an ex
penditure of £69,971, which amount was 
afterwards reduced to £26,537, as the 
result of a revision of the system of 
bridge-building in the Colony, and the 
construction of the bridge at the reduced 
cost was recommended by the Committee.

This proposed work, after being partly 
considered, was withdrawn from the 
Committee by resolution of the Assembly.

Not dealt with.

}> >)

Passed.

Rescinded.

11 Feb., 1890 Recommended as proposed. Passed.

1) »»

Legislative Assembly—23 July, 1890—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
21 Aug., 1890—Bill read third time; 27 
Aug., 1890—Assent reported.

Legislative Assembly—23 July, 1890—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
21 Aug., 1890—Bill read third time; 27 
Aug., 1890—Assent reported.

Legislative Assembly—2 July, 1890— 
Resolution passed rescinding previous 
resolution referring proposed work to 
the Committee.

Legislative Assembly—7 Nov., 1890—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
20 Nov., 1890—Bill read third time; 27 
Nov., 1890—Assent reported.

Legislative Assembly—23 July, 1890—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
24 Sept., 1890—Bill read third time; 8 
Oct., 1890—Assent reported.

toO
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THIED COMMITTEE—continued.

Proposed Work. Date of reference 
to Committee.

Date upon which 
inquiry was 

opened.

Date upon'which 
Sectional 

Committee wras 
appointed.

Extension of Sydney Water 
Supply to Southern Suburbs 
—Hurstville, Rockdale.

Cable Tramway from King 
street, via William-street, to 
Ocean-street.

Cable Tramway thrbughGeorge, 
Pitt, and Harris Streets, 
Sydney

Railway to connect North 
Shore Railway with the deep 
waters of Port Jackson, at 
Milson’s Point (second refer
ence).

College for the Training of 
Teachers of Public Schools. 

Hospital Buildings, Macquarie- 
street.

Railway from Cobar to Cock- 
burn.

Railway from Glen Innes to 
Xuverell.

Extension of the Kiama to 
Nowra Railway into the 
town of N owra.

1 Oct., 18S9 U Jan., 1S90

SMay, 1890

25 Nov.

28 May,

21 Nov., 

3 Dec.,

19 „

19 „ 

19 „

11 Feb., 1891 

10 Dec., 1890

2-4 Feb., 1891

21 April, ,, 

19 Feb., „

Date of Sectional 
Committee’s 

lieport.
Date of 

Committee’s 
Report.

Statement of Committee’s recommendation.

23 April, 1891 2 June, 1891

11 Feb., 1890

2 June,' 1891

21 Aug., 1890

19 Mar., 1891 

12 May, ,

U „

See Fourth 
Committee.

21 April, 1891

This expenditure was rendered unneces 
sary by reason of a temporary water- 
supply scheme being suffieient to meet 
requirements for some years.

Recommended as proposed.

How dealt with by 
Parliament. Date of Parliamentary action.

Not dealt with.

Passed.

The Committee considered that it was not 
expedient, for reasons stated in their 
report, that this tramway should be 
constructed.

This proposal was before the Committee 
on a previous occasion when it was 
negatived ; but having been referred to 
the Committee for further consideration, 
and circumstances appearing in the second 
inquiry which justified the construction 
of the railway, the Committee approved 
of the proposed work.

Recommended as proposed.

In this case two sets of .plans for the 
buildings were submitted to the Com
mittee, one representing a design that 
was estimated to cost £140,000, and the 
other a design to cost £56,000, and the 
Committee approved of the latter.

The Committee recommended the construc
tion of this railway as far as Broken Hill 
only, thereby reducing the proposed ex 
penditure (£1,168,000) by £150,000.

See Fourth Committee.

Recommended as proposed.

Not dealt with,

Passed.

Not dealt with. 

Passed.

See Fourth 
Committee.

Not dealt with.

Legislative Assembly—-8 March, 1892—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
10 March, 1892—Bill read third time; 

. 17 March, 1892—Assent reported.

Legislative Assembly—12 Nov., 1890—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
20 Nov., 1890—Bill read third time 27 
Nov., 1890—Assent reported.

Legislative Assembly—9 March, 1892—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
17 March, 1892—Bill read third time; 
29 March, 1892—Assent reported.

Legislative Assembly—25 June, 1895— 
Motion to go into Committee to bring in 
a Bill.

to
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FOURTH COMMITTEE-FROM 31 MARCH, 1892, TO 25 JUNE, 1894.

MEMBEES OE THE COMMITTEE.
Legislative Council.

The Honorable William Heuey Sijttob, Vice-Chairman. * The Honorable Andrew Gariiak, LL.D. 
The Honorable James Hoskins. The Honorable John Dattes, C.M.Q-.
The Honorable Peederick Thomas Humpheby. * The Honorable William Joseph Tbickett.

(T.

C
0^

Legislative Assembly.
John Cash Neild, Esquire.
Edward William O’Sulliyan, Esquire.
Chaeles Collins, Esquire.
Henry Dawson, Esquire.

* The Honorable Andrew Garran, LL.D., on 5th October, 1892, resigned his seat as a member of the Committee, and on 12th October, 1892, the Honorable William Joseph Trickett
was appointed to fill the vacancy.]

Jacob G-abbaed, Esquire, Chairman. 
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esquire. 
William Chandos Wall, Esquire. 
William McCourt, Esquire.

Date of reference 
to Committeei

Date upon which 
inquiry was 

opened.

Date upon which 
Sectional Com
mittee was ap

pointed.

Date of Sectional 
Committee’s 

Report.
Date of 

Committee’s 
Report.

Statement of Committee’s recommendation. How dealt with 
by Parliament.

29 Mar., 1892 5 May, 1892 2 June, 1892 TheCommittee considered that the proposed 
works might be postponed for the present

Not dealt with.

29 12 Oct.,

without inconvenience, and that a more 
suitable design might be submitted.

>> 99 99 12 Oct., 1892 15 Nor., 1892 21 Dec., 99 Recommend ed as proposed with a nrovision as Passed.
to the quantity of water obtainable, and the 
resumptionof land surroundingthe well in

29 7 June, 12 July,
the drift forming the source of supply. 

Recommended as proposed. 99

29 15 „ Recommended with an alteration of site.

The Committee found that the Water 
Supply proposed for the surrounding

29 14 July, 4 Aug., Not dealt with.

29 28 „

21 „ 99 districts was not needed, and that the 
estimate of cost for supplying Wollongong 
might be reduced to £30,000.

99 99 99 .................. ................. 16 „ 99 Recommended as proposed. .................

29 26 „ 9 ., The estimated cost of this work was £25,000, which 
provided for a covered sewer; but the Committee Passed.
found that a cover was not necessary, and that by 
constructing an open sewer the cost could be
reduced by £12,000. •

29 99 99 14 Sept., 99 22 Oct., ,, 24 Oct., ,, 16 Nov., 99 Recommended as proposed. }>
29 22 June, * The construction of this work the Committee did not See second 

reference.recommend, as they were of opinion that the sewage 
farm included in the scheme was too small for the
purpose, and that the sewage should be dealt with 
by precipitation and filtration, or other effective 
modern process, at a proposed pumping station at
Clay Cliff Creek.

Proposed Work.

Improvements at Darling Island

Water Supply for Tamworth...

Storm-water Sewers discharg
ing into Johnstone’s Bay.

Reservoir at Centennial Park 
for Sydney Water Supply.

Water Supply for Wollongong 
and the Surrounding Dis
tricts.

Second Pipe-line from Walka 
to Buttai, for Hunter River 
District Water Supply. 

Sewerage Works at Cottage 
Creek.

Water Supply for Lithgow 

Sewerage AVorks for Parramatta

Date of Parliamentary action.

Legislative Assembly—29 May, 1894—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
31 May, 1894—Bill read third time ; 
5 June, 1894—Assent reported.

Legislative Assembly—7 June, 1894—Bill read third 
time. Legislative Council—7 June, 1894—Bill 
read second time and passed through all stages ; 
7 Aug., 1894—Assent reported.

Legislative Assembly—20 Dec , 1894—Bill read thir 
time. Legislative Council—21 Dec., 1894—Bill rea 
third time ; 26 Feb., 1895—Assent reported.

Legislative Assembly—2 Oct., 1895—Bill read thir 
time. Legislative Council—12 Nov., 1895- Bill 
read third time ; 9 Nov., 1895—Assent reported.

Legislative Assembly—2 May, 1895—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
30 May, 1895—Bill read third time; 25 
June, 1895—Assent reported.

Legislative Assembly—5 April, 1894—Bill read third 
time. Legislative Council—18 April, 1894—Bill 
read third time; 1 May, J894—Assent reported. 
See second reference.
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FOURTH COMMITTEE—continued.

Proposed Work. Date of reference 
to Committee.

Date upon which 
inquiry was 

opened.

Date upon which 
Sectional Com
mittee was ap

pointed.

Date of Sectional 
Committee’s 

Report.
Date of 

Committee’s 
Report.

Water Supply for Armidale ... 29 Mar., 1892 15 Sept., 1892 12 Oct., 1892 20 Oct., 1892 16 Nov.,'1892

Railway from Eden to Bega ... 29 „ „ 10 July, „ 11 Aug., „ 7 Sept., ,, 26 Oct., „

Railway from Grafton to Lis- 
more.

29 „ „ 14 June, „ 15 June, ,, 10 Aug., „ 28 Sept., ,,

Railway from Glen* Innes to 
Inverell.

29 ,, ti 6 April, „ 23 April, 1891
(See Third 

Committee.)

2 June, 1891
(See Third 

Committee.)

27 May, „

Railway from Jerilderie to 
Deniliquin.

29 „ „ 31 May, „ 2 June, 1892 23 June, 1892 18 Aug., „

Lunatic Asylum at Kenmore, 
near Goulburn (second refer
ence).

Railway from Glen Innes to 
Inverell (second reference).

12 July, ,,

17 Nov., ,,
•

24 „ „

27 Oct., „ 23 Nov., ,, 13 Dec., „ 10 Jan., 1893

Waterworks for the town of 
Junee.

2 Feb., 1893 14 Feb., 1893 15 Feb., 1893 28 Feb., 1893 14 Mar., „

Statement of Committee’s recommendation. How dealt with 
by Parliament. Date of Parliamentary action.

Recommended as proposed. Passed. Legislative Assembly—22 May, 1894—Bill read third 
time. Legislative Council—31 May, 1894—Bill 
read third time ; i June, 1894—Assent reported.

The Committee considered that the re
sources of the district did not warrant 
the construction of such an expensive 
line, but they were of opinion that a 
cheaply constructed railway might be 
favourably considered.

The Committee decided that, for the present, 
only the Lismore to Casino section of the 
proposed railway should he constructed, 
that the cost should not exceed £6,000 
per mile, and that the betterment prin
ciple be applied to the land to be served 
by the proposed line.

The evidence in this case, which was partly 
inquired into by the Third Committee and 
partly by the Fourth Committee, showed 
that the estimated cost of constructingthe 
railway was excessive, and indicated the 
probability of a serious annual loss in the 
working of the line. In addition to this, 
the Committee were not as fully informed 
as desirable with regard to connecting 
Inverell not only with the Great Northern 
Railway but with the coast, a matter of con
siderable importance in the inquiry. The 
Committee therefore did not recommend 
that the railway should be constructed.

The Committee were of opinion that the consideration 
of this proposed work should be postponed until it 
should be determined by Parliament as a matter of 
public policy to purchase the Deniliquin to Moama 
Kailway.

Recommended as proposed.

Not dealt with.

»> it

See second re
ference.

Not dealt with.

Passed.

TheCommittee considered it expedient this 
railway should be constructed, provided 
that the cost did not exceed £7,000 per 
mile, that special local rates were charged 
until the railway paid working expenses 
and interest on cost of construction, and 
that the betterment principle was applied 
to the land served by the railway.

The Committee recommended that the pro
posed works should be carried out, con
ditionally on the Railway Commissioners 
entering into an agreement for a period of 
not less than ten years to pay a minimum of 
£1,900 per annum for water supplied for 
railway purposes at Junee and Bethungra.

Negatived.

Passed.

Legislative Assembly—18 October, 1894—Bill read 
third time. Legislative Council—1 November, 3894 
Bill read third time ; 14 November, 1894—Assent 
reported. t t

Legislative Assembly—18 April, 1894—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
7 June 1894—Bill negatived on motion 
for second reading.

Legislative Assembly—4 April, 1894—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
18 April, 1894—Bill read third time; 
1 May, 1894—Assent reported.
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Proposed Work.

Railway from Narrabri to 
Moree.

Sewerage Works for Parramatta 
(second reference).

Deviation to avoid the Lithgow 
Sigzag.

Railway from Temora to Wya- 
long.

Removal of Pyrmont and Glebe 
Island Bridges.

POUETH COMMITTEE—continued.

Date of reference 
to Committee.

Date upon which 
inquiry was 

opened.

Date upon which 
Sectional Com
mittee was ap

pointed.

Date of Sectional 
Committee’s 

Report.
Date of 

Committee’s 
Report.

Statement of Committee's recommendation. How dealt with 
by Parliament. Date of Parliamentary action.

1 Nov., 1893 14 Nov., 1893 15 Nov., 1893 5 Deo., 1893 12 Jan., 1894 Recommended as proposed, with the con- Passed. Legislative Assembly—20 March, 1895—
dition that the work be not undertaken 
until a Betterment Act is passed.

Bill read third time. Legislative Coun
cil—4 April, 1895—Bill read third time ; 
April—Assent reported.

1 Feb., 1894 7 Feb., 1894 22 Alar., „ The Committee decided that it was not See Sixth Com-
expedient the proposed works should be 
carried out, for the reasons that the 
scheme had not been adequately con
sidered, and that, according to the 
evidence, Parramatta was neither willing 
nor able to pay the rate necessary to 
provide the interest on the expenditure, 
and did not want the proposed works.

The Committee were of opinion that as the 
professional evidence, as well as much of

mittee.

Not dealt with.25 Jan., ,, G Mar., ,, 16 April, ,,

the evidence generally, indicated that 
the proposed deviation was not a matter 
of urgency, it was not expedient the 
work should be carried out.

20 Alar., „ 9 April, r,. 9 April, 1894 24 April, 1894 28 May, „ The Committee were of opinion that owing 
to the uncertainty of the permanence of

See Fifth Com-
mittee.

25 Jan., ,, 11 „ „ 25 June, ,,

the Wyalong goldfield, the decision upon 
the proposed Railway should be deferred 
for six months.

The Committee negatived the Depart
mental scheme, but recommended that

» >5
when renewal becomes necessary the
existing bridges at Darling Harbour and 
Glebe Island should be replaced by 
timber structures of a kind specified in 
their report, which report, however, in 
consequence of the sudden dissolution of
Parliament was not presented to the 
Legislative Assembly.

80
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FIFTH COMMITTEE-FROM 19 SEPTEMBER, 1894, TO 5 JULI, 1895, TO 17 JUNE, 1898,

MEMBERS OE THE COMMITTEE.
Legislative Council. ,

The Honorable Frederick Thomas Humphkrt, Vice-Chairman. The Honorable James Hoskins. •
The Honorable William Joseph Tbickett. The Honorable John Dayies, C.M.Gr.

The Honorable Charles James Egberts, C.M.Gr.
Legislative Assembly.

* Varney Parkes, Esquire, Chairman. John Moore Chanter, Esquire.
* Thomas Thomson Ewino, Esquire, Chairman. Charles Alfred Lee, Esquire.

James Hayes, Esquire. James G-ormly, Esquire.
Hobert Henry Levien, Esquire. Edmond William Moleswobth, Esquire.

* On 15th November, 189-1, Varney Parkes, Esquire, resigned his seat on the Committee, and on 20th November, 1894, Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esquire, was elected Chairman.

Proposed Work. Date of reference 
to Committee.

Date upon which 
inquiry was 

opened.

Date upon which 
Sectional Com
mittee was ap

pointed.

Date of Sectional 
Committee’s 

Keport.
Date of 

Committee’s 
Report.

Removal of Pyrmont and Glebe 
Island Bridges (second refer
ence).

27 Sept., 1894 3 Oct., 1894 21 Nov., 1894

Railway from Jerilderie to Ber- 
rigan.

IS Dec., ,, 19 Dec., ,, 8 Jan., 1895 22 Jan., 1895 28 Feb., 1895

Railway from Parkes to Con- 
dobolin.

0 Mar., 1895 7 Mar., 1S95 19 Mar., ,, 3 April, , „ 21 May, „

Railway from Temora to Wya
long (second reference). .

7 „ „ 17 May ,, 5 June, ,, 19 June, ,, 27 June, ,,

Harbou r Im pro vemonts at Ne w- 
castle.

U „ „ 20 Mar. ,, 28 Mar., ,, 9 April, ,, 10 May, „

Tramway from Woolwich to 20 Jun'e, ,, 25 June ,, Inquiry not • 
completed.the Field of Mars Common.

Statement of Committee's recommendation.

The Committee recommended that the Pyr- 
mont Bridge be replaced by a timber 
bridge, with steel span, to cost £82,500; 
the Glebe Island Bridge, they decided, did 
not at present require renewal.

The construction of this railway was recom
mended, with the condition that the 
estimated cost, £2,000 per mile, should 
include goods and grain sheds, engineer
ing charges, and all contingencies.

In this inquiry the Committee, while con
sidering it expedient the railway should 
be constructed, resolved that the cost 
should not exceed £2,100 per mile, in
cluding the cost of land resumption.

The Committee negatived this proposed 
work, being of opinion that at the present 
time there is no justification for the con
struction of this railway, and that the 
prospects of Wyalong’s future are not 
such as to lead them to conclude that the 
line should be built in anticipation of 
what may be the condition of the gold
field and the district some years hence.

In this inquiry the Committee recommended 
a modification of the works proposed by 
the Department and an additional work, 
the cost of the works as recommended by 
the Committee being about the same as 
that of the works proposed by the Depart
ment.

How dealt with by Parliament. Date of Parliamentary action.

Legislative Assembly—8 May, ISOS-1- 
Motion in Committee to bring in a Bill.

Passed. Legislative Assembly—7 May, 1895—Bill 
read third time. Legislative Council— 
12 June, 1895—Bill read third time; 25 
June, 1895—Assent reported.

,, Legislative Assembly—27 June, 1895—Bill
read third time. Legislative Council—3 
July, 1895—Bill read third time ; 14 
August, 1895—Assent reported.

Not dealt with. .............................................................

Passed. Legislative Assemblj^—17 September, 1895— 
Bill read third time. Legislative Coun
cil—6 November, 1895—Bill read third 
time ; 13 November, 1895—Assent re
ported.

Withdrawn. Motion to refer work to Sixth Committee 
negatived—11 December, 1895.
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SIXTH COMMITTEE-FROM 11 DECEMBER, 1895 (STILL IN OFFICE.)

MEMBERS OE THE COMMITTEE.

Legislative Council.
The Honorable Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman. The Honorable James Hoskins.

*The Honorable John Dayies, C.M.Gr. The Honorable Charles James Egberts, C.M.G.
The Honorable William Joseph Trickett. *The Honorable Daniel O’Connor.

Legislative Assembly.
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esquire, Chairman. * Angus Cameron, Esquire.
Henry Clarke, Esquire. Thomas Henry Hassall, Esquire.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esquire. George Black, Esquire.
John Lionel Fegan, Esquire. Francis Augustus Wright, Esquire.

*Frank Farnell, Esquire.
05

* Since the appointment of the Committee vacancies were caused by the decease of the Honorable John Davies, C.M.G., and Angus Cameron, Esquire. These were 
subsequently filled by the appointment of the Honorable Daniel O’Connor, and Frank Farnell, Esquire.

Proposed Work.
Date of reference 

to
Committee.

Date upon 
which inquiry was 

opened.

Date upon 
which Sectional 

Committee 
was appointed.

Date of Sectional 
Committee’s 

Report.
Date of 

Committee’s 
Report.

Statement of Committee’s recommendation. How dealt with 
by

Parliament. Date of Parliamentary action.

Deviation at Locksley, Great 
Western Railway.

11 Dec., 1895 12 Dec., 1895 13 Dec., 1895 14 Dec., 1895 17 Dec., 1895 Passed. Legislative Assembly—17 December, 1895— 
Bill passed through all its stages. Legis
lative Council—18 December, 1895—Bill 
passed through all its stages.

Water Supply for the Town of 
Tamworth.

11 Dee., 1895 17 Dec., 1895 8 Jan., 1896 16 Jan., 1896 30 Jan., 1896 The Committee recommended that the 
proposed work should be carried out, 
with the proviso that the capacity of 
the storage reservoir be increased from 
35,000,000 to 50,000,000 gallons.

Passed. Legislative Assembly—27 October, 1896— 
Bill read third time. Legislative Council 
—4 November, 1896—Bill read third 
time*; 11 November, 1896—Assent re
ported.

Electric Tramway from Circular 
Quay, Sydney, to the Redfern 
Railway Station; and also 
along Harris-street to the 
intersection of John-street.

11 Dec., 1895 18 Mar., 1896 8 May, 1896 Passed. Legislative Assembly—2 September, 1896— 
Bill read third time. Legislative Council 
—10 September, 1896—Bill read third 
time ; 16 September, 1896—Assent re
ported.
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SIXTH COMMITTEE—continued.

Proposed Work.
Date of reference 

to
Committee.

Date upon 
which inquiry was 

opened.

Date upon 
which Sectional 

Committee 
was appointed.

Date .of Sectional 
Committee’s 

Report.
Date of 

Committee’s 
Report.

Erection of Buildings at Rook
wood for Infirm and Destitute 
Persons.

11 Dec., 1895 21 Jan., 1896 13 Mar., 1896

Additions to the Treasury 
-Building.

18 „ „ 9 ,, „ 17 July, ,,

Construction of Locks and 
Weirs on the River Darling.

j, }> 12 May, „ 15 June, 1896 7 July, 1896 31 „ „

Railway from Tamworth to 
Manilla.

11 „ „ 20 Feb., ,, 17 Mar., ,, (
<

31 Mar., ,, 
*19 June, .,,

} 1 Oct., „

Railway from Nevertire to 
.Warren.

11 „ 21 April, ,, 6 May, „ 14 May, „ 20 May, „

Railway from Berrigan to 
Finley.

Improvement of Cook’s River..

28 May, 1896

28 „ „

5 June, ,,

16 „ „

14 July, ,, 28 July, „ 19 Aug., „

24 July, „

Statement of Committee’s recommendation.

In this case the Committee deemed it inex 
pedient that the proposed buildingsshould 
be erected, but they recommended that 
the inmates of the Asylums in Macquarie, 
George, and Harris Streets, Parramatta, 
be removed as speedily as possible, and 
that the healthy destitute be housed at 
Rookwood and Liverpool; and further 
that suitable accommodation be provided 
near Campbelltown on available Crown 
lands for the chronic and acute sick.

Recommended as proposed ..........................

Not dealt with

How dealt with 
by

Parliament.
Date of Parliamentary action.

Passed.

Negatived

Recommended as proposed

The Committee recommended that this 
work should be carried out, with the 
proviso that the cost should not exceed 
£2,000 per mile.

As recommended by the Committee the 
construction of the proposed works would 
involve an expenditure of £15,000, 
reduction on the Departmental estimate 
of £25,000, and which, in their opinion, 
would meet the requirements of the case.

Not dealt with.

Passed.

Not dealt with.

Legislative Assembly—2 September, 1896— 
Bill read third time. Legislative Council 
—.16 September, 1896—Bill read third 
time ; 22 September, 1896—Assent re
ported.

Legislative Assembly—4 November, 1896— 
Bill read third time. Legislative Council 
—11 November, 1896—Bill read third 
time; 13 November, 1896—Assent re
ported.

Legislative Assembly—13 August, 1896— 
Bill read third time. Legislative 
Council—27 August, 1896—Bill read 
third time; 9 September, 1896—Assent 
reported.

Legislative Assembly—27 October, 1896— 
Bill read third time. Legislative Council 
—4 November, 1896—Bill read third 
time ; 11 November, 1896—Assent
reported.

to>•<r.
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SIXTH COMMITT'EE—continued.

a

ix r

Troposed Work.
Date of reference 

to
Committee.

Date upon 
which inquiry was 

opened.

Date upon 
which Sectional 

Committee 
was appointed.

Date of Sectional 
Committee’s 

Report.

Date of 
Committee’s 

Report.
Statement of Committee's recommendation.

How dealt with 
by

Parliament.
Date of Parliamentary action.

Railway from Moree to Inverell 2G Aug., 1896 1 Sept., 1896 29 Sept., 1896 15 Oct., 1896 21 April, 1897 The Committee resolved that it was ex
pedient this railway should be carried 
out.

Passed. Legislative Assembly—11 August, 1897— 
Bill read third time. Legislative Coun
cil—21 October, 1897—Bill read third 
time ; 27 October, 1897 — Assent re
ported.

Construction of a Deep-water 
Harbour at Port Kembla.

20 Oct., ,, 28 Oct., „ 13 Jan., 1897 25 Jan., 1897 10 Feb., „ The Committee were of opinion that the 
proposed harbour would be rendered 
sufficiently secure to meet present require
ments if the eastern breakwater only 
were carried out, and the estimated cost 
reduced by £240,000.

Not dealt with Legislative Assembly—2 December, 1897— 
Bill read third time. Legislative Coun
cil—8 December, 1897—Second reading 
moved; Debate adjourned.

Railway from Condobolin to 
Broken Hill.

'Sewerage Works for Parra
matta (third reference).

Uuly, ,,

10 Nov., ,,

5 Aug., ,,

11 Feb., 1897

19 Aug., 1896 15 Oct., 1896 10 Dec., 1896

13 April, 1897

The Committee, while having regard to the 
various aspects of this proposed work, 
and considering also that the annual loss 
on the working of the railway would 
amount to £60,000, were of opinion that 
it should not", at present, be proceeded 
with.

This work was passed by the Committee 
with the provision that the cost should 
not exceed the Departmental estimate, 
and that the carrying out of the work 
should be subject to a guarantee (by the 
Municipal Council of Parramatta) of the 
annual payment required to cover main
tenance and interest and redemption of 
the principal outlay.

>>

New Houses of Parliament for 
the Colony.

14 April, „ 6 Dec., „ The Committee recommended the adoption 
of the scheme submitted by the Govern
ment Architect, providing for alterations 
to the present Parliamentary Buildings, 
at a cost not exceeding £15,000.

Duplicate Main from Prospect 
to Potts’ Hill.

11 Nov., ,, 8 June, „ The Committee recommended the amended Passed. Legislative Assembly—1 December, 1897— 
Bill read third time. Legislative Coun
cil—7 December, 1897—Bill read third 
time.

scheme submitted by the Engineer-in
Chief for Public Works, by which the 
sides of the canal between Prospect and 
the Pipe Head Basin-would be raised, the 
canal strengthened, and the 6-foot pipe
line between the Basin and Potts’ Hill 
Reservoir duplicated.



SIXTH COMMITTEE—continued.

Date of reference Date upon Date upon 
which Sectional 

Committee 
was appointed.

Date of Sectional Date of How dealt with
Proposed Work. to which inquiry was Committee’s Committee’s Statement of Committee’s recommendation. by Date of Parliamentary action.

Committee. opened. Report. Report. Parliament.

New Bridge at Glebe Island ... 9 June. 1897 16 June, 1897 15 Sept., 1897
, •

Passed. Legislative Assembly—2 December, 1897— 
Bill read third time. Legislative Councilsubstituted for the existing structure a

Railway from Redfern to St. 
James’ Road.

30 13 July, „ 25 Aug., „

stone causeway with a central steel 
swing-span.

Recommended as proposed. Not dealt with

—9 December, 1897—Bill read third 
time.

Railway from Condobolin to 5 Aug., )) 31 Aug., „ 17 Sept., 1897 26 Oct., 1897 7 Dee,, „ The Committee negatived this proposed 53
Euabalong. work.

Railway from Narrabri to 
Pilliga.

5 „ 19 Oct,, „ 22 April, 1898 19 May, 1898

Railway from Byrock to Bre- 
warrina.

5 „ 1 „ ,, 11 Feb., 1 „ 5 April, „

Railway from The Rook to 
Green’s Gunyah.

5 „ ” 16 Sept., ,, 7 Oct., „ 26 Oct,, 1897 25 Nov., 1897 Recommended as proposed. Not dealt with

Railway from Ooolamon to 5 „ >> 23 „ „ 7 „ „ 26 „ „ The Committee negatived this proposed
Ariah. work.

Railway from Warren to 9 Dec., >> 14 Dec., ,, 14 Mar., „ 21 April, 1898 29 April, 1898 The Committee negatived the proposal for
Coonamble. a railway from Warren to Coonamble, 

but recommended that a survey be made
of a route from Dubbo to Coonamble.

Railway from Koorawatha to 9 „ 20 Dec., 1897 11 Feb., „ 10 Mar., „ 1 April, 1898 Recommended as proposed. M
Grenfell.

Railway from Woolabra to Col- 
larendabri.

9 ,, 9 Mar., 1898 22 April, „ 19 May, ,,

Railway from Maitland to 
Taree.

9 „ 22 Deb., „

Railway from the Terminus of 
the Rosehill Railway to

9 ,, 5 Jan., ,, 13 April, 1898 The Committee negatived this proposed 
work.

Not dealt with

Dural.
Harbour Works at Tweed 9 „ }> 15 Mar.,» ,, 22 Mar., 1898 2 April, 1898 26 April, 1898 Recommended as proposed. '

River.
Harbour Works at Bellinger 

River.
9 „ )) » 12 May, „ 7 June, ,,

Harbour Works at Nambucca 9 „ 14 April, „ 12 „ „ 7 ,

River. •
is ,,

Harbour Works at Macleay 
• River.

9 „ 8 Feb., ,, 12■l“‘ 3> 7 ,, ,,

Harbour Works at Hastings 
River.

9 „ 27 April, „ *14 June, ,,

9 „Harbour Works at Manning 
River.

22 Mar., ,, *14.

Weirs on the River Darling be
tween Bourkeand Wilcannia.

9 „

* In this instance, the main Committee visited the district, but subsequently resolved themselves into a Sectional Committee.

o:
h-1
W



614

30

PAKLIAMENTAKY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

MINUTES OE PROCEEDINGS.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G-., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

TUESDAY, 27 APBIL, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Mehbees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, 'Esq.,
Prank Parnell, Esq. -

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament tor

the Col°"^ei>;ck wil]iam -Webb, C.M.G-., Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, was sworn, and examined. 
Erancis Walsh, Parliamentary Librarian, was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at twenty minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the 

following day. ________________________
WEDNESDAY, 28 APBIL, 1897.

' The Committee met at 2 p.m.
Membebs Present :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq^ Chairman. 
The Hon. Prederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G- 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Prank Parnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. .
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the

Colony. . ,,
Charles Eobinson, Principal Shorthand Writer, Debates Staff, Legislative Assembly, 

and examined. .
Walter Liberty Vernon, Government Architect, was sworn, and further examined. .
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

was sworn,

The Hon. Prederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G-., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

THUBS DAY, 29 APBIL, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,1 - 
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :— . ,

Letter from Mr. C. W. D. Goodchap, Architect, expressing a desire to give evidence in the Committee s 
inquiry respecting the proposed New Houses of Parliament for the Colony.

The correspondence was received.
The following account was passed for payment:— _ _ £ s. d.

John Brereton—Extra clerical assistance in reading and correcting proofs of evidence 2 0 0
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the

Colony. . . .
The Honorable Sir Joseph Palmer Abbott, K.C.M.G., Speaker of the Legislative Assembly; 

Donald Murray, Eeporting Staff, Sydney Morning Herald-, and G-arner Ward, Eeporting Staff, Daily 
Telegraph, were sworn, and examined. _ .

The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 4, until 12 o’clock noon on Iriday, the following day.
EBIDA Y,
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The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

FRIDAY, 30 APRIL, 1897.
The Committee met at 12 o’clock noon. 

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustas Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the 

Colony.
Stewart Marjoribanks Mowle, Usher of the Black Bod, Legislative Council, and Sydney Herbert 

Moodie, Reporting Staff, Australian Star, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 1 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 4th May.

TUESDAY, 4 MAY, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the 

Colony. -
The Honorable Sir John Lackey, K.C.M.G., President of the Legislative Council, was sworn, and 

examined.
The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a Duplicate Main from 

Prospect to Potts’ Hill, in connection with the Sydney Water Supply.
Robert R. P. Hickson, Hnder Secretary, Department of Public Works, was sworn, and examined. 
The Committee adjourned at half-past 3, until half-past 11 a.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 5 MAY, 1897.
The Committee met at the Redfern Railway Station at 11'30 a.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Prederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Accompanied by Mr.'H. R. Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Rivers Branch, 

Department of Public Works, and Mr. J. M. Smail, Engineer, Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and 
Sewerage, the Committee proceeded by train to Parramatta, and thence in vehicles on a visit of inspection 
to the Prospect Reservoir, and from the Reservoir, along the course of the canal, to the Pipe-head Basin, 
in relation to their inquiry respecting the expediency of constructing a Duplicate Main from Prospect to 
Potts’ Hill, in connection with the Sydney Water Supply.

THURSDAY, 6 MAY, 1897.
The Committee met at the Redfern Railway Station at 1'30 p.m. 

Membees Present :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Accompanied by Mr. H. R. Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Rivers Branch, 

Department of Public Works, the Committee proceeded by train to Rookwood, and thence on a visit of 
inspection to Potts’ Hill Reservoir, in pursuance of their inquiry respecting the expediency of constructing 
a Duplicate Main from Prospect to Potts’ Hill, in connection with the Sydney Water Supply.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, ‘
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

FRIDAY,
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FBIDAY, 7 MAY, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Colony.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Joseph Wynn Niesigh, Eeporting Staff, Evening News, and Erank A. W. Williams, Eepresentative 
in Sydney of the Newcastle Morning Herald, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at five minutes past 4, until 12 o’clock noon on Tuesday, 11th May.

TUESDAY, 11 MAY, 1897.
The Committee met at 12 o’clock noon.

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The following accounts were passed for payment:—•

Postal and Electric Telegraph Department—Office telephone ... 
Daily Telegraplt—Advertising ... ... ... ... ...

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis xAugustus Wright, Esq.. 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

Australian Star—

£ s. d. 
4 10 0 
14 0 
0 18 0 
0 10 0

£7 2 0
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the 

Colony.
John Kirkpatrick, Architect, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 1 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 12 MAY, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a Duplicate Main from Prospect 

to Potts’ Hill, in connection with the Sydney Water Supply.
Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, was sworn, 

and examined.
The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 4, until 12 o’clock noon on Thursday, the following

day.

THURSDAY,
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The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G-., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

THURSDAY, 13 MAY, 1897.
The Committee met at 12 o’clock noon. 

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Colony.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the

John Kirkpatrick, Architect, was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at 1 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 14 MAY, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
" ” ’ Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,

John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:— .

Letter from Mr. H. N. Leach, Editor, “ Wagga Advertiser’' with reference to accommodation for 
representatives of the country press in the galleries of the New Houses of Parliament for the 
Colony. '

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the 

Colony.
John Kirkpatrick, Architect, was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at ten minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 18th May.

TUESDAY, 18 MAY, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberls, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

Colony.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the

day.

Frederick Morehouse, Architect, and Albert Edward Shervey, Architect, were sworn, and examined. 
The Committee adjourned at five minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following

WEDNESDAY, 19 MAY, 1S9G. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent:—■

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Itobcrts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Colony.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the

Albert Edward Shervey, Architect, was sworn, and further examined.
Charles William Donald Gtoodchap, Architect, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at half-past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 20 MAY, 1897.
The Committee met at' 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. "William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting Hew Houses of Parliament for the 

Colony.
John Kirkpatrick, Architect, was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a Duplicate Main from Prospect 

to Potts’ Hill in connection with Sydney Water Supply.
Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, sworn, and 

further examined. •
The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 21 MAY, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ening, Esq., Chairman.

Colony.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq ,

Clarence Backhouse, Architect, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at half-past 3, until 12 o’clock noon on Tuesday, 25th May.

TUESDAY, 25 MAY, 1897.
The Committee met at 12 o’clock noon. 

Membees Present :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a Duplicate Main from Prospect 

to Potts’ Hill, in connection with the Sydney Water Supply.
John Moore Smail, Engineer, Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage, was sworn, and 

examined.
The Committee adjourned at 1 o’clock, until 12 o’clock noon on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 26 MAY, 1897. 
The Committee met at 12 o’clock noon.

Members Peesent:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Colony.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

. Erank Farnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

William Douglas Bear, Superintendent, Metropolitan Fire Brigades, was sworn, and examined. 
The Committee adjourned at 1 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 27 MAY, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, i

Erank Earnell,

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq , 

Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.

, ,, Tk6 .Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a Duplicate Main from Prospect 
to Potts Hill, in connection with the Sydney Water Supply. 1

John Moore Smail, Engineer, Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage, was sworn and 
further examined. ’

Colony.The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the

George David Payne, Architect, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 28 MAY, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Colony.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq , 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

George David Payne, Architect, was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 1st June.

TUESDAY, 1 JUNE, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from Mr. J. M. Smail, Engineer, Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage, with 
reference to the pressure of water available in connection with any outbreak of fire at Parliament 
House, and to the water supply at the Lands and Survey OfiBce.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a Duplicate Main from Prospect 

to Potts’ Hill, in connection with the Sydney Water Supply.
William Douglas Bear, Superintendent, Metropolitan Eire Brigades, was sworn, and examined.
Mr. Trickett gave notice that he would move, at the next meeting of the Committee“ That the 

Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed construction of a Duplicate Main from 
Prospect to Potts’ Hill, with a view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.”

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

40—F WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, 2 JUNE, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 

Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins, ’
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Erank Earnell,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:— . . , „ , r

Letter from Mr. W. D. Bear, Superintendent, Metropolitan Eire Brigades, with reference to appli
ances in asylums and warehouses for extinguishing fire. '

The correspondence was received. , , , , , . , ,,
. The Chairman reported that the Honorable the Speaker had made a request for a copy of the 

evidence given by Mr. W. D. Bear, in the Committee’s inquiry respecting the proposed new Houses of
Parliament for the Colony. , „ , t 4.1 „Mr. Wright moved,—“That a copy of such of the evidence as refers to the safety of the rarlia-
mentary Buildings from fire he supplied as requested.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Humphery, and passed. _ . , .
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting new Houses of Parliament tor the

Colony. . ,
Clarence Backhouse, Architect, was sworn, and further examined. _ . , . .
Mr Trickett’s notice of motion for the consideration of the evidence in the Committee s inquiry 

relating to the proposed Duplicate Main from Prospect to Potts’ Hill, in connection with the Sydney
Water Supply, was postponed. . , , r ■ i

The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 4, until 2 o'clock p m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 3 JUNE, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq., _
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq,

’Frank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a Duplicate Mam from Prospect

to Potts’ Hill, in connection with the Sydney Water Supply.
Henry Eichard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Eivers Branch, Department

of Public Works, was sworn, and examined. . ,
Mr. Trickett moved,—“ That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed 

Duplicate Main from Prospect to Potts’ Hill, in connection with the Sydney Water Supply, with a view 
to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.

The motion was seconded by Mr. Wright, and passed.

Mr. Trickett moved,—That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient the proposed 
Duplicate Main from Prospect to Potts’ Hill, referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be 
carried out, but they recommend that the amended scheme submitted by the Engineer-in-Chief for Public 
Works, by which the sides of the canal between Prospect and the Pipe-head Basin shall be raised, the 
canal strengthened, and the 6-foot pipe-line between the Basin and Potts’ Hill reservoir duplicated, be 
adopted, at a cost of £109,317.”

Mr. Hassall seconded the motion.
The debate was adjourned. ' . .
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day. ,

ERIDAY, 4 JUNE, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—■

The Hon. 
The Lion. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon.

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
’rederick Thomas Humphery, 
ames Hoskins,
diaries James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
Eilliam Joseph Trickett,
)aniel O’Connor,

Erank Earnell.

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 

Esn.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. _ ^
The Secretary laid before the Committee diagrams showing increase in pumped water, 1888-1896, 

forwarded by Mr. J. M. Smail, in relation to his evidence in the Committee’s inquiry, respecting the 
proposed Duplicate Main from Prospect to Potts’ Hill, in connection with the Sydney Water Supply. 
The document was received. -*-*10
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The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a Duplicate Main from Prospect 

to Potts’ Hill, in connection with the Sydney Water Supply.
The adjourned debate upon Mr. Trickett’s motion—“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is 

not expedient the proposed Duplicate Main from Prospect to Potts’ Hill, referred to the Committee by 
the Legislative Assembly, be carried out; but they recommend that the amended scheme submitted by the 
Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, by which the sides of the canal between Prospect and the Pipe-head 
Basin shall be raised, the canal strengthened, and the 6-foot pipe-line between the Basin and Potts’ Hill 
reservoir duplicated, be adopted, at a cost of £109,317”—was resumed.

The motion was passed.
. The Committee proceeded to consider their Eeport to the Legislative Assembly on the proposed 

Duplicate Main from Prospect to Potts’ Hill.
Clauses 1 and 2 were passed, and the further consideration of the Keport was adjourned.

, The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 8th June.

TUESDAY, 8 JUNE, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—•

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick-Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The following accounts were passed for payment:—
James Morris—Hire of vehicles in connection with the Committee’s inquiry respec

ting the proposed Duplicate Main from Prospect to Potts’ Hill... ... ...
George Baumann—Expenses connected with Committee’s visit of inspection to

Prospect and Potts’ Hill ...............................................................................
John Fairfax & Sons (iSydsey AToraMy HeraZrf)—Advertising ... ... ...

£ s. d.

6 0 0

4 19 6 
2 0 6

Total................................... £13 0 0
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the 

Colony.
William Martin, Architect, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee further considered their Eeport to the Legislative Assembly on the proposed 

Duplicate Main from Prospect to Potts’ Hill.
The remaining clauses of the Eeport were passed, the Eeport was adopted, and the Chairman was 

authorised to sign it for presentation to the Legislative Assembly.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 9 JUNE, 1897.»
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

. The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the 

Colony. •
The Honorable Sir Arthur Eenwick, M.D., M.L.C., President of the Sydney Hospital Board, was 

sworn, and examined.
G. J. Oakeshott, Draftsman, Government Architect’s Branch, Department of Public Works, was 

examined informally, and instructed to prepare for the information of the Committee a statement showing 
what might be done to improve the present Houses of Parliament.

The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY,
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TRUES DAT, 10 JUNE, 1897. - 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—■

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. "William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Colony.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustas Wright, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting Hew Houses of Parliament for the

Edward Harold Binney, M.D., Medical Superintendent, Sydney Hospital, was sworn, and examined.
Charles Robinson, Principal Shorthand Writer, Debates Staff, Legislative Assembly, was sworn, 

and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

ERIDAY, 11 JUNE, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, John Lionel Eegan, Esq..
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Henry Clarke, Esq., Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, informing the Committee of the passing, by the 
Legislative Assembly, of a resolution, referring to the Committee, for consideration and report, 
the expediency of constructing a Hew Bridge at Glebe Island, to replace the existing structure. 

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting Hew Houses of Parliament for the 

Colony.
Edward Henry Silberstein Yon Arnheim, Acting Deputy Master, Sydney Branch of the Royal 

Mint, and George John Oakeshott, Draftsman, Government Architect’s Branch, Department of Public 
Works, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 15th June.

TUESDAY, 15 JUNE, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—•

Letter from the Secretary of the Sydney Hospital, forwarding on behalf of the Honorable Sir Arthur 
Renwick, M.L.C., information asked for by the Committee in connection with the evidence given 
by Sir Arthur Renwick in the Committee’s inquiry respecting the proposed Hew Houses of 
Parliament for the Colony.

The correspondence was received.
The following accounts were passed for payment:—•

& s. d.
Knight and Yon Reiben {Barrier Miner)—Advertising ... ... ... ... 0 15 0
Turner and Henderson—Stationery ... ... ... ... ... ............. 0 6 6

Total ... £116
The
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The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for the 
Colony. .

George John Oakeshott, Draftsman, Government Architect’s Branch, Department of Public Works, 
was sworn, and further examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 16 JUNE, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,- 
Erank Earnell, Esq. '

The minutes of the previous’ meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe 

Island, to replace the existing structure.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Robert R. P. Hickson, Hnder Secretary for Public Works, and Ernest Macartney de Burgh, 
M.I.C.E., Assistant Engineer for Bridges, Department of Public Works, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at five minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 17 JUNE, 1897. .
The Committee met at Prince’s Stairs, Circular Quay, at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Erank Farnell, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Accompanied by Mr. E. M. de Burgh, Assistant Engineer for Bridges, and Mr. P. Allan, Draf Isman- 

in-Charge, Roads and Bridges Branch, Department of Public Works, the Committee proceeded by steam 
launch on a visit of inspection to Glebe Island, where, in connection with their inquiry respecting the 
expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island, to replace the existing structure, they examined 
the condition of the present bridge, and witnessed the kind of traffic passing over the structure ; in this 
manner, as far as practicable, ascertaining the defects in the bridge. They visited also Blackwattle, 
Roselle, and Johnstone’s Bays, and by observation and the aid of charts, showing soundings, acquainted 
themselves with the facilities offered in that part of the harbour for a shipping trade, connected with which 
a suitably-constructed bridge between Pyrmont and Glebe Island is regarded as necessary.

ERIDAY, 18 JUNE, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island, 

to replace the existing structure.
Ernest Macartney de Burgh, Assistant Engineer for Bridges, was sworn, and further examined. 
Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, and Gerald Harnett Halligan, Chief 

Surveyor, Harbours and Rivers Branch, Department of Public Works, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at fifteen minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, 23rd June.

WEDNESDAY
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WEDNESDAY, 23 JUNE, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

and confirmed.
Mr. Trickett moved,—“ That the Members of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 

Works desire to place on record their extreme regret for the sudden and untimely decease of the late 
E. M. G. Eddy, Esquire, Chief Commissioner for Eailways for New South Wales, and to express their 
sense of the loss to the community of so able and energetic an administrator of the railway system of
the Colony.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Clarke, and passed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of erecting new Houses of Parliament for the 

Colony.
George John Oakeshott, Draftsman, Government Architect’s Branch, Department of Public 

Works, was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until half-past 11 o’clock a.m. on Thursday, the following

day.

TRUES DAY, 24 JUNE, 1897.
The Committee met at 11.30 a.m. 

Membees Peesent:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from Mr. Joseph Sorrie, offering to give evidence in the Committee’s inquiry respecting the 
expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island, to replace the existing structure.

The correspondence was received. .
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island, 

to replace the existing structure.
Captain John Jackson, Manager of Public Wharfs, made an affirmation, and was examined.
The Committee adjourned at half-past 12, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 25 JUNE, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island, 

to replace the existing structure.
Gilbert Curtis Murdoch, Mayor of Balmain, and Osborne Hickey Chidgey, Alderman of Balmain, 

were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 29th June.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 29 JUNE, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq,,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. .
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island, 

to replace the existing structure.
Henry Brisbane Swan, Alderman of Balmain, and Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway 

Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 30 JUNE, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—■ .

Thomas Thomson E
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were r(

ng, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

., and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following corresponclence :—■

Letter from Mr. John Lyall, with reference to the Committee’s inquiry respecting the 'expediency of 
constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island, to replace the existing structure. ”

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island, 

to replace the existing structure.
George Waddy Shelley, Inspector, Glebe Island Abattoirs, and Joseph Levy, Carcase Butcher, 

Glebe Island, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at five minutes past 4, until 2 o'clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 1 JULY, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p m. 

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq. ‘

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island, 

to replace the existing structure.
John Ashburton Thompson, M.D., President of the Board of Health, was sworn, and examined.
Ernest Macartney de Burgh, Assistant Engineer for Bridges, Department of Public Works, was 

sworn, and further examined.
Alexander Brown Portus, Superintending Engineer for Dredges, Department of Public Works, 

was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at six minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

ERIDAY,
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FRIDAY, 2 JULY, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membebs Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly informing the Committee of the passing by the 
Legislative Assemblv of a resolution, referring to the Committee for consideration and report, 
“ the expediency of extending the Eailway System of the Colony from the present terminus at 
Eedfern into the city, including the erection of a large central station in the north-western 
division of the Park fronting St. James’-road.”

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island, 

to replace the existing structure.
William Henry Austin, Carcase Butcher, Glebe Island, and Daniel Sheehy, Shipwright and 

Contractor, Glebe, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at five minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 6th July.

TUESDAY, 6 JULY, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membebs Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence 

Letter from Mr. G. D. Payne, asking to he remunerated in return for the evidence given by him in 
the Committee’s inquiry respecting the expediency of erecting New Houses of Parliament for 
the Colony.

It was decided that the request he not acceded to.
The following accounts were passed for payment:— £ s. d.

George Eobertson and Co.—Ofiice requisites ......................... ............. ••* 2 2 6
George Baumann—Expenses connected with the Committee’s inquiry respecting the

proposed New Bridge at Glebe Island ......................................................... 2 7 6

Total ........................  .................£4 10 0
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island,

to replace the existing structure. . _ . , t, , •
Henry Macnamara, junior, Carcase Butcher, and Walter Cummin Macdougall, Proprietor, Balmain

Observer, were sworn, and examined. .
Stephen Edward Perdr^u, Surveyor, Department of Lands, was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 7 JULY, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membebs Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The following accounts were passed for payment:—

Australian Star—Advertising ... .............
Daily Telegraph ,, .... ... •••

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

Total

s. d. 
... 10 0 
... 9 0

... 19 0
The
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The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island, 
to replace the existing structure.

Henry Daly was sworn, and examined. ■
The Committee adjourned at fifteen minutes past -I, until 2 o'clock p.m. on Thursday, the following

day.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Itoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke,' Esq.,

TRUES DAY, 8 JULY, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Mkmbees Phesekt :—■
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., .
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting wore read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island, 

to replace the existing structure.
Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, was sworn, 

and examined.
The Committee adjourned at five minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following'day.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

FELD AY, 9 JULY, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Pkesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island, 

to replace the existing structure.
Alexander Martin Milne, Alderman and Ex-Mayor of Balmain, was sworn, and examined.
Ernest Macartney de Burgh, Assistant Engineer for Bridges, Department of Public Works, was 

sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at fifteen minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m on Tuesday, 13th July. .

/

TUESDAY, 13 JULY, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Itoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—■

Letters from William Greenwood, M.I.C.E., Norman Selfe, M.I.C.E., and W. Hammond, expressing 
a desire to give evidence in the Committee’s inquiry respecting the proposed Extension of the 
Eailway from Itedfern to St. James’-road. .

Letters from J. F. Weeden, M.I.C.E., and W. S. Clarke, with reference to the subject of railway 
extension into the City of Sydney. _

Letter from E. Forsyth, Council Clerk, Borough of Willoughby, forwarding a copy of a resolution 
passed by the Borough Council, on the subject of railway extension into the City of Sydney, 
and, on behalf of the Council, protesting against any portion of Hyde Park being used for rail
way purposes.

The correspondence was received. _
The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of extending the railway system of the 

Colony from the present terminus at Itedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central 
Station in the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

The Secretary read from the Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly of 30th June, 1897, 
the resolution of the Assembly referring the proposed work to the Committee for consideration and report.

It was decided to adopt the evidence and appendices published with the Beport of the Boyal Com
mission on City Bailway Extension, dated 1st June, 1897, and to add them to the published proceedings 
of the Committee in the present inquiry. Charles

40-G .
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Charles Lyne, Secretary to the Committee, Eobert E. P. Hickson, IJiidcr-Sccretary, Department of 
Public Works, and Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of 
Public Works, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 14 JULY, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The .Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in the 
north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 
was sworn, and further examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

TSUESDAY, 15 JULY, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from Mr. J. G. Hay, expressing a desire to give evidence in the Committee’s inquiry respecting 
the proposed extension of the railway from Eedfern to St. James’-road.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in the 
north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

John Parry, Out-door Traffic Superintendent of Southern Lines, Department of Eailways, and 
Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until a quarter-past 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following
day.

EEIDAY, 16 JULY, 1897.
The Committee met at Eedfern Eailway Station at 2'15 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from the Town Clerk, Sydney, stating that His Worship the Mayor had been requested by 
the City Council to express before the Committee the protest of the Council against the resumption 
of a portion of Hyde Park for railway purposes. •

The correspondence was received.
Accompanied by Mr. John Parry, Out-door Traffic Superintendent for Southern Lines, Department 

of Eailways, the Committee, in pursuance of their inquiry respecting the expediency of extending the 
railway system of the Colony from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection 
of a large Central Station in the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road, then made 
an inspection of the Eedfern Station and yard, and also of the tunnel and its approaches, with a view to 
further acquainting themselves with the difficulties experienced at Eedfern in the working of the railway 
traffic. •

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 20 JULY, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,. 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett*,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting wore read, and confirmed. .
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter from Mr. S. Erankel, Secretary, Great Synagogue, Elizabeth-street, expressing a desire to 
give evidence in the Committee’s inquiry respecting the proposed extension of the railway from 
Eedfern to St. James’-road.

Letter from Mr. Thomas Brown, M.P., offering to appear before the Committee in support of a 
' scheme for the extension of the railway from Eedfern into the city, submitted by him to the 

late Eoy-al Commission on City Eailway Extension. ■
Letter from Mr. Victor A. E. Nissen, General Post Office, with reference to the question of extending 

the railway into the city.
Letter from the Mayor of North Sydney, requesting that the Committee, in considering the question 

of extending the railway from Eedfern into the city, should give due regard to the interests of 
North Sydney.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Norman Selfe, M.I.C.E., M.I.M.E., and Isaac Ellis Ives, Mayor of Sydney, were sworn and 
examined.

The Committee adjourned at a quarter-past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 21 JULY, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
Georg.e.Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

. The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

■ Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into'the City, including the erection of a large central station in the 
north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

William Greenwood, M.I.C.E., was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at eight minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. cn Thursday, the following 

day. - .

THURSDAY, 22 JULY, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
• The Hon. James Hoskins,

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Frank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—■ '

Letter from the Assistant Town Clerk, Sydney, stating that Alderman Jeanneret desired to give 
evidence in the Committee’s inquiry respecting the proposed extension of the railway from 
Eedfern to St. James’-road.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the preesnt terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Norman Selfe, M.I.C.E., M.I.M.E., was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at five minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.
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FRIDAY, 23 JULY, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Boherts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

■ The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from William Neilley, with plans, recommending to the notice of the Committee a scheme for 
extending the railway from Eedfern into the city.

Letter from W. E. H. Hammond, describing a scheme recommended by him for extending the 
railway into the city. '

Letters from Norman Selfe and J. Horbury Hunt, asking for plans in connection with the Com
mittee’s inquiry respecting the proposed extension of the railway from Eedfern to St. James’- 
road.

Letter from M‘Arthur & Co., forwarding for the inspection of the Committee a framed photograph 
of Manchester Central Eailway Station.

Letter from the Secretary, Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage, asking to be supplied 
for the Board’s library with a complete set of the Committee’s reports on the various works 
referred to them by the Legislative Assembly.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a largo Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Edmund Compton Batt, Simeon Erankel, Secretary, Great Synagogue, Elizabeth-street, and 
Alderman Charles Edward Jeanneret, were sworn, aud examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 27th July.

TUESDAY, 27 JULY, 1S97. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esi 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter from Mr. Thomas Brown, M.P., with reference to his giving evidence before the Committee 
in their inquiry respecting the proposed extension of the railway from Eedfern to St. James’-road.

Letter from Mr. J. E. Weedon, M.I.C.E., stating that certain plans and papers relating to a scheme 
of his for extending the railway from Eedfern into the city would be forwarded to the Committee.

Letter from Mr. A. C. Brownen with details of a scheme for railway and tramway extension.
Statement from Mr. J. G. Hay with reference to Hyde Park.
Keturn supplied by Mr. J. Parry, Outdoor Traffic Superintendent, Department of Eailways, showing 

the number of trains and engines arriving in Sydney between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
17th July, 1897. "

The correspondence was received.
The following accounts were passed for payment:— £ s. d.

Department of Lands—Cost of rollers for map ... ... ... ... ... 011 6
Aerated Bread Co.—Expenses connected with visit of Committee to Prospect

and Potts’ Hill ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 12 6
Evening News—Advertising... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 15 0
Si/clney Morning Herald—Advertising ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 9 G

Total............................................. £4 8 6
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, and the erection of a large Central Station in the 
north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Norman Selfe, M.I.C.E., M.I.M.E, Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chicf, Eailway Construction 
Branch, Department of Public Works, and Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, 
were sworn, and further examined.

The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following
day.
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WEDNESDAY, 28 JULY, 1897. 

The Committee met at 2 p.m. 
Membees Pbesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ew
' The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.Gr., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were rea

ng, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,

• Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

., and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from the Hon. James Norton, LL.D., M.L.C., expressing a desire to give evidence in the 
Committee’s inquiry respecting the proposed extension of the railway from Eedfern to St. James’- 
road.

Letter from Mr. Adam Martin, suggesting that in the event of the proposed extension of the railway 
from Eedfern to St. James’-road being carried out, the earth excavated from the Park be used 
for the filling in of the upper part of Darling Harbour.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony, 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-vsestern division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Albert Christopher Brownen, Licensed Victualler, and Jose Guillermo Hay, Land Agent, were 
sworn, and examined. .

The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island, to 
replace the existing structure.

The Secretary read the following correspondence:—
Letters from Mr. Edward J. H. Knapp, and Mr. S. J. Law, M.P., expressing a desire to give evidence 

in the Committee’s inquiry respecting the Glebe Island Bridge. •
The correspondence was received.
The Committee adjourned at five minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

TREES DAY, 29 JULY, 1897.
• The Committee met at 2 p.m. .

. Membees Peesent :—■
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,

■ The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Henry Clarke, Esq., Erank Earnell, Esq. ’

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, aud confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road. ,

The Hon. James Norton, LL.D., M.L.C., Chairman of the Trustees of Hyde Park, and David 
Kirkcaldie, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Eailways, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 30 JULY, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. ,
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large" Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road. -

The Hon. Charles Gilbert Heydon, Q.C., M.L.C., William Edward Hargrave Hammond, Builder, 
and Myles McEae, Produce Merchant, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 3rd August.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 3 AUGUST, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—

from 
the n

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Koberts, C.M.Gr., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. _
The Committee further considered the'expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
orth-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road. _ •

Thomas Brown, Esq., M.P., and William Henry Flavelle, were sworn, and examined. _
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 4 AUGUST, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq,. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq., ■

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:— _

Letter from Mr. N. Selfe, asking to be supplied with sections of the map of the City of Sydney, in 
connection with his evidence before the Committee in their inquiry respecting the proposed 
extension of the Eailway from Eedfern to St. James’-road. _ _

Letter from Mr. G. Pile, expressing a desire to give evidence in the Committee’s inquiry respecting 
' the proposed extension of the Eailway from Eedfern to St. James’-road.
The correspondence was received. .
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Yarney Parkes, Esq., M.P., was sworn, and examined. _
The Committee adjourned at five minutespast4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 5 AUGUST, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell,-Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:— _ ,

Letter, with sketch plan, from E. H. Basson, describing a scheme for the extension of the railway 
into the city. . , , j-

Letters published in the Daily Telegraph of the 9th and 19th of July, describing a. scheme for 
extending the railway into the city, and signed Charles Fry, forwarded by him, with a sketch 
plan, for the information of the Committee. _ _ _ . , . .

Letters from A. C. Brownen, with reference to the evidence given by him in the Committee s inquiry 
respecting the proposed extension of the Eailway from Eedfern to St. James-’road. _

Letter from the Council Clerk, Strathfield, informing the Committee, under instructions from the 
Mayor, that the majority of the ratepayers of the borough are in favour of the decision arrived 
at by the Eoyal Commission on City Railway Extension. _ _

Letter from W. Sandford, Lithgow, in support of the proposed extension of the Eailway from Eedfern 
to St. James’-road. . . ,

Letter from the Hon. Secretary of the Grong Grong to Warri Eailway League, with reference to the 
proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah.

The correspondence was received. -
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

John Cash Neild, Esq., M.P., was sworn, and examined. _ _
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.
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FRIDAY, 6 AUGUST, 1897. 
• The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson E

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.Gr., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were re

ing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,

• Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Farnell, Esq. 

d, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Redfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

John Horbury Hunt, Architect, and Alexander Wilson were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday,'10th August. .

TUESDAY, 10 AUGUST, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,

. The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, informing the Committee of the passing by the 
Legislative Assembly of resolutions referring to the Committee for consideration and report the 
following proposed public, works :—■

A line of Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong ;
A line of Railway from Narrabri to Pilliga ;
A line of Railway from Byrock to Brewarrina ;
A line of Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah ;

. A line of Railway from Coolamon to Ariah.
The correspondence was received.

' The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 
from the present terminus at Redfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

John Musson, Civil Engineer, and Leighton Kesteven, M.R.C.S., were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 11 AUGUST, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, '
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq., ■
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—• '

. Letters from Messrs. J. Horbury Hunt, J. G. Hay, and J. C. Heild, M.P., with reference to evidence 
given by them in the Committee’s inquiry respecting the proposed extension of the Railway 
from Redfern to St. James’-road.

Letter from Mr. W. Moyes, C.E., Cables Siding, G.S.R., in relation to the proposed extension of 
the Railway into the City, and describing a scheme for a circular railway.

The correspondence was received. •.
^Tbe Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Redfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

John Telverton Mills was sworn, and examined.
-Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, was 

sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY,



THURSDAY, 12 AUGUST, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.Gr., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Eranois Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 
and John Parry, Outdoor Traffic Superintendent of Southern Lines, Department of Eailways, were sworn, 
and further examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 13 AUGUST, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Erank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Edward William Knox and the Hon. William Eobert Campbell, M.L.C., were sworn, and examined.
Mr. Lee gave notice that he would move at the meeting of the Committee on Eriday, 20th instant, 

“That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed extension of the railway system 
from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road, with a view to reporting on the subject 
to the Legislative Assembly.”

The Committee adjourned at ten minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 17th August.

TUESDAY, 17 AUGUST, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from Mr. Thomas Clark, Walgett, with reference to the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to 
Pilliga.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Edward James Howes Knapp, Surveyor, William McIntyre, Chief Electoral Olficer, Chief Secre
tary’s Department, and Oswald McMaster, Contractor, were sworn, aud examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, IS AUGUST, 1S97.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, _ . .
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Redfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Oscar Garibaldi Roberts was sworn, and examined.
John Horbury Hunt was sworn, and further examined.
John Hptvard, Mayor of Ashfield, was sworn, and examined.
John Cash Neild, Esq., M.P., was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at five minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 19 AUGUST, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting w'ere re

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from Mr. D. Kirkcaldie, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Railways, stating in connection 
with his evidence in the Committee’s inquiry respecting the proposed extension of the Railway 
from Redfern to St. James’s-road, the total cost of the railway accident at Redfern on 
31st October, 1894.

Letter from E. J. H. Knapp, with reference to his evidence given in the Committee’s inquiry 
respecting the proposed extension of the Railway from Redfern to St. James’-road.

Letter from the Treasurer of the Borough of Parramatta, with, reference to the Committee’s report 
on the proposed Sewerage Works for Parramatta.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the Railway System of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Redfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, and John Cash Neild, Esq., M.P., were 
sworn, and further examined. ,

The Committee adjourned at ten minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

ERIDAY, 20 AUGUST, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—

The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon.

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Erederick Thomas Humphery, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
William Joseph Trickett, I George Black, Esq.,
Daniel O’Connor, | Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Redfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, and 
David Kirkcaldie, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Railways, w'ere sworn, and further examined. 

Mr. Lee’s notice of motion was postponed.
The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 24th August.

40—H TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 24 AUGUST, 1897. 

The Committee met at 2 p.m. 
Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.Gr.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from Mr. Norman Selfe, with reference to his evidence before the Committee in their inquiry 
respecting the proposed extension of the Eailway from Eedfern to St. James’-road.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
G-eorge Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq , 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

Newspaper extract describing a scheme for city railway extension by A. Geoffrey Eager, forwarded 
by him to the Department of Public Works, and referred by that Department to the Committee.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road. .

John Cash Neild, Esq., M.P., and Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, were 
sworn, and further examined.

Mr. Lee moved,—“ That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed extension 
of the railway system from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a 
large Central Station in the north-western division of the Park, with a view to reporting on the subject to 
the Legislative Assembly.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Humphery, and passed.
Mr. Lee moved,—“ That, in. the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient the proposed extension 

of the railway system of the Colony from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the 
erection of a large Central Station in the north-w^estern division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road, as 
referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out.” f

Mr. Humphery seconded the motion.
Mr. Black moved,—“ That the motion be amended by the omission of all the words after the word 

‘ expedient ’ with a view to the insertion in their place of the following words :—
‘ (a) for the safety of the public and railway officials that the Eedfern station should be altered by 

removing the railway workshops and’carriage-sheds to some more convenient position, by a 
deviation of the Darling Harbour traffic, by the resumption of land on the western side of the 
line betw'een Eedfern and Eveleigh, or by such other means as may afterward suggest themselves ; 

‘ (5) for the convenience of the public an extension to the city should be made by means of viaduct 
and tunnels to some site which would permit, when necessary, of a connection writh the Milson’s 
Point line, providing in this way an entrance to the City for the northern traffic, and a loop-line 
to Eedfern.’ ”

Mr. O’Connor seconded the amendment.
The debate w'as adjourned.
The Committee adjourned at five minutes past 4, until 12 o’clock noon on Wednesday, the following

day.

e

WEDNESDAY, 25 AUGUST, 1897. 
The Committee met at 12 o’clock noon. 

Members Present

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegau, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.Gr.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter from William Arthur, Balmain, offering to send to the Committee a rough sketch plan of a 
railway extension into the City.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the expediency of extending the railway system of the Colony 

from the present terminus at Eedfern into the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in 
the north-western division of the Park, fronting St. James’-road. .

The adjourned debate on Mr. Lee’s motion,—“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient 
the proposed extension of the railway system of the Colony from the present terminus at Eedfern into 
the City, including the erection of a large Central Station in the north-western division of the Park, 
fronting St. James’-road, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out,”—

' ‘ TJpon
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Upon which Mr. Black had moved,—“ That the motion he amended by the omission of all the words 
after the word ' expedient’ with a view to the insertion in their place of the following words:—

1 (a) for the safety of the public and railway .officials that the Redfern Station should be altered by 
removing the railway workshops and carriage sheds to some more convenient position, by a 
deviation of the Darling Harbour traffic,' by the resumption of land on the western side of the line 
between Eedfern and Eveleigh, or by such other means as may afterwards suggest themselves ;

‘ (J) for the convenience of the public an extension to the city should be made by means of viaduct 
and tunnels to some sits which would permit, when necessary, of a connection with the Milson’s 
Point line, providing, in this way, an entrance to the city for the northern traffic and a loop line 
to Redfern’ ”—was resumed.

The amendment was negatived on the following division upon the question,—“ That the words 
proposed to be omitted stand part of the question” :—

Ayes, 11. Noes, 2.
Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Roberts, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Fegan,
Mr. Hassali, 
Mr. Wright, 
Mr. Farnell.

Mr. O’Connor, 
Mr. Black,

The motion was passed in the following division:— 
Ayes, 11.

Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Humphery,
Mr. Hoskins,
Mr. Roberts,
Mr. Trickett,

‘ Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Fegan,
Mr. Hassall,

, Mr. Wright.
Mr. Farnell.

T^oes, 2.
Mr. O’Connor, 
Mr. Black.

The Committee then proceeded to consider their Report to the Legislative Assembly on the 
proposed Extension of the Railway from Redfern to St. James’-road.

The Report was adopted on the following division:—
Ayes, 9.

Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Roberts, 
Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Fegan,
Mr. Hassall, 
Mr. Wright.

Hoes, 1. 
Mr. Black.

The Chairman was authorised to sign the Report for presentation to the Legislative Assembly.
The Committee adjourned at a quarter-past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THUHSBAT, 26 AUGUST, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.Gr., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Pegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
G eorge Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a Hew Bridge at Grlebe Island, 

to replace the existing structure.
William Henry Wilks, Esq., M.P., and Sydney James Law, Esq., M.P., were sworn, and examined, 
Stephen Edward Perdriau, Surveyor, Department of Lands, was sworn, and further examined.
Mr. Black gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“That the 

Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed construction of a Hew Bridge at Glebe 
Island to replace the existing structure, with a view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative 
Assembly.”

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

FRIDAY,
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FRIDAY, 27 AUGUST, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.Gr., 
The Hon. AVilliam Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Conner,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were rea 
The Committee further considered the expedi

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
If rank Farnell, Esq.

., and confirmed.
ncy of constructing a Hew Bridge at Glebe Island,

to replace the existing structure. •
Edward James Howes Knapp, C.E., was sworn, and examined. _
Cecil West Darley,- Engineer-in-Cliief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, was sworn, 

and further examined. _
Mr. Black’s notice of motion,—“ That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the 

proposed construction of a New Bridge at Glebe Island, to replace the existing structure, with a view to 
reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly ”—was postponed.

The Committee adjourned at 3 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 31st August.

TUESDAY, 31 AUGUST, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., ' John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,^
The Hon William Joseph Trickett, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

Frank Farnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. _ _
The Committee proceeded to considered the expediency of constructing a line of Eailway from 

Condobolin to Euabalong.
Eobert E. P. Hickson, Under Secretary, Department of Public Works, and Henry Deane, Engmeer- 

in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 1 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee,' Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.
The Hon. AVilliam Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. _
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong. . 
Hugh McLaehlan, Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners, and John Harper, Goods Superinten

dent, Department of Eailways, were sworn, and examined. _
The Committee adjourned at five minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following

day.

THURSDAY, 2 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
John Harper, Goods Superintendent, Department of Eailways, was sworn, and further examined.

Percy

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus AVright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.



639

' • 55

Percy Scarr, Esq., Principal Assistant Engineer, Eoads Branch, Department of PublicWorks, was 
.«wom, and examined.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Bailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 
was sworn, and further examined.

The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Erank Farnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. 
The following accounts were passed for payment:—

Daily Telegraph Newspaper Co.—Advertising ... ... .
Australian Newspaper Co. (Star)—Advertising ... .

£ s. d. 
9 17 6 
9 10 0

Total ................................................................£19 7 6
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

. William McIntyre, Chief Electoral Officer, Chief Secretary’s Department; George Hulton Smythe 
Eng, Clerk-in-Charge, Information Bureau and Map Sales Branch, Department of Lands ; and Thomas 
Kennedy, Surveyor, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, were sworn, and 
■examined.

The Committee adjourned at nine minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 7th September.

TUESDAY, 7 SEPTEMBER, 1897.. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—•
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
George Henry Greene, Esq., M.P., was sworn, and examined.
Percy Scarr, Principal Assistant Engineer, Roads Branch, Department of Public Works, was 

«worn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following 

day. •

WEDNESDAY, 8 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman. 

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting wrere read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
Charles Hirsthouse Stanger, Outdoor Superintendent, Chief Mechanical Engineer’s Branch, 

Department of Railways ; Henry Chamberlaine Russell, C.M.G., Government Astronomer; and William 
Henry John Slee, Chief Inspector, Department of Mines, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until half-past 11 o’clock a.m. on Thursday, the 
following day.

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 9 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 11'30 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. 'William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a Hew Bridge at Glebe Island, 

to replace the existing structure.
Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, was sworn, 

and further examined.
Charles Ulick Carruthers, L.E.C.S., Irel., and John Musson, Civil Engineer, were sworn, and

examined.
Mr. Black moved,—“That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed con

struction of a New Bridge at Glebe Island, to replace the existing structure, with a view to reporting on 
the subject to the Legislative Assembly.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Wright, and passed. _ _
Mr. Black gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“ That, in the 

opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient that a new bridge should be constructed at Glebe Island, to 
replace the existing structure, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly; but they 
recommend that there be substituted for the present bridge a stone causeway, having a steel swing-span 
in the centre, as proposed by the Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works.”

The Committee adjourned at 1 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

FRIDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
William Henry Hall, Sub editor of Statistical Publications, Government Statistician’s Office, was 

sworn, and examined. _
The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a New Bridge at Glebe Island, 

to replace the existing structure. _
Mr. Black moved,—“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient that a new bridge 

should be constructed at Glebe Island, to replace the existing structure, as referred to the Committee by 
the Legislative Assembly ; but they recommend that there be substituted for the present bridge a stone 
causeway, having a steel swing-span in the centre, as proposed by the Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works.”

Mr. Earnell seconded the motion.
Mr. Wright moved,—“ That the motion be amended by the omission of the word ‘not,’ and of all 

the words after the word ‘ Assembly.’ ”
The Amendment was negatived, and the motion was then passed. '
The Committee adjourned at half-past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 14th September.

TUESDAY, 14 SEPTEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, ' ..................
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letters from Mr. T. Fitzpatrick, M.P.; Mr. E. G. Moore, Hon. Secretary, Progress Committee, 
Ganmain ; and Mr. Wm.Boyd, Hon. Secretary, Coolamon to Ariah Eailway Committee, Coolamon, 
with reference to the proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
John Boyd Darkin, C.E., and Ebenezer Glencross Grant, were sworn, and examined. _
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

' WEDNESDAY,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Earnell, Esq.
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WEDNESDAY, 15 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,'
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
C-eorge Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Bobe.rts, C.M.Gr.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, '
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letters from Mr. E. J. H. Knapp, and Mr. Henry Daly, with reference to the proposed New Bridge 
at Glebe Island.

Copies of, and extracts from, reports by Mr. W. H. J. Slee, Chief Inspector of Mines, on mines in 
the districts affected by the question of the proposed Kailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

The correspondence was received.
The following account was passed for payment:—

{Evening News)—Advertising ... ... ... ... ... ... £7 2 6
The Committee further considered the proposed Kailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
Charles Edward Kennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee proceeded to consider their Report to the Legislative Assembly on the proposed 

New Bridge at Glebe Island, to replace the existing structure.
The Report was adopted, and the Chairman was authorised to sign it for presentation to the 

Legislative Assembly.
The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from The 

Rock to Green’s Gunyah.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 

was sworn, and examined.
Mr. Black gave notice that he wrould move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“That a 

Sectional Committee, consisting of Mr. O’Connor, Mr. Eegan, Mr. Hassall, Mr. Wright, and Mr. Earnell, 
be appointed to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed Railway from Condobolin 
to Euabalong.”

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

ERIDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—■
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eeean, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah. 
Hugh McLaehlan, Secretary to the Railway Commissioners, and John Harper, Goods Superintendent, 

Department of Railways, were sworn, and examined.
Mr. Black moved,—“That a Sectional Committee, consisting of Mr. O’Connor, Mr. Eegan, Mr. 

Hassall, Mr. Wright, and Mr. Earnell, be appointed to inspect, take, evidence, and report .with reference 
to the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.” .

The motion was seconded by Mr. Lee, and passed.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 21st September.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 

Members Present

p.m.

The Hon.-Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins, '
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Jjee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee lurther considered the proposed Kailway from The Eock to Green’s Gunyah.
John Harper, Goods Superintendent, Department of Eailways, was sworn, and further examined. 
Stanley Alexander, Supervising Engineer, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public- 

Works, was sworn, and examined. “
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 22 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,

. The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—■ .

Letter from Mr. John T. Wood, Chairman of the Eailway League, Grenfell, with reference to the 
proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from The Eock to Green’s Gunyah.

. Charles Edward Eennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands ; Walter Alexander Smith, 
District Engineer, Department of Public Works, and Nicholas Colston Lockyer, Collector of Customs,, 
were sw-orn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at half-past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—,
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah.
Eobert E. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Eoads, Department of Public Works,, 

and Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,Jwere- 
sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at five minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m on Eriday, the following day..

ERIDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins, .
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq., .

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from Mr. N. C. Lockyer, Collector of Customs, with reference to the conveyance of New South 
Wales wheat through Victoria in bond. Letter
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IiettEiverSa^r ^ ^Iesan(Jeriin explanation of certain portions of liis report on proposed railways for

Letter from Mr. D S. Jones, Eylstone, expressing a desire to give evidence in the Committee’s 
inquiry respecting the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.

The correspondence was received.
T^e Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from The Eock to Green’s Gunyah.
Wi lam McIntyre, uhief Electoral Officer, Chief Secretary’s Department, was sworn, and examined, 
vr 6 u tvt ^ v? furhher considered the proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah. ' ■
Hugh McLaehlan, Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 28th September.

day,

' TUESDAY, 28 SEPTEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

TT°n' ?rederi‘;b Thomas Humphery, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
tu!6 tr°n' Tames Eoberts, C.M.G., George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

°f Walg,etit,’ efPres?nR a desire *0 evidence at Walgett before a Sectional 
Committee on the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.

Let inauirri^SvdnevHwH llS°fn ^ ^ a desi^e to 8ive evidence in the Committee’s
inquiry in Sydney with reference to the proposed Eailwav from Narrabri to Pilliga

Letter from Mr. S. Harrison, Secretary of the Temora to Mandamah Eailway League, asking that, in
evfden^wV b?ctl?1”al C°^?llttJee resPecting the proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah, 

r P4.4.f f be taken by them at Mandamah m support of a route from Temora to that place , 
Letter.from residents of Grong Grong Murrill Creek, North Berembed, Midgeon, Moombooldool, and 

surrounding districts, m favour of a line to Ariah from Grong Grono- 
The correspondence was received.

. The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah.
John Harper, Goods Superintendent, Department of Eailways, was sworn, and examined.

. The Committee adjourned at ten minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following

WEDNESDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
, Esq., Chairman.

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

Thomas Thomson Ewing,
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, _

mv6 ^i^Mes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah 
John Harper Goods Superintendent, Department of Eailways, was sworn, and further examined 

A . + H“rT.Chamberlaine Eussell, C.M.G., Government Astronomer, and Percy Scarr Prncnai 
Assistant Engmeer Eoads Branch, Department of Public Works, were sworn, and examined P

. The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from The Eock to Green’s Gunvah 
Henry Chamberlaine Eussell, C.M.G., Government Astronomer, was sworn, and examined '
The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
™ ® S°n- £?m®8 Hoskms, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
Th! H0n‘ wir63 JTmeSwrbei:ts’ C-M'G-’ George Black, Esq, 5
The Hon. William Joseph Inckett, Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The secretary read the following correspondence'_■
Tnfaonrmltinnnlt1efmeE ^ Deane’ ^neer-in-Chief for Eailway Construction giving

Euabalong0 k d ^ ^ ^ Commlttee m relation to the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to
The correspondence was received.

- 40—1 The
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The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Coolamon to Ariah. ,
Hugh McLaehlan, Secretary to the Railway Commissioners, was sworn, and further examined,
Joseph Clarke, Inland Mail Clerk, Postal and Electric Telegraph Department; Charts Edward

Rennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands ; and William McIntyre, Chief Electoral Officer, Chief
Secretary’s Department, were sworn, and examined. t ^ ^ i

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from The Rock to Green s Gunyah.
Joseph Clarke, Inland Mail Clerk, Postal and Electric Telegraph Department, was sworn, and

exammed.^^ Edwa;rd Eenniej cllief Draftsman, Department of Lands, was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
Joseph Clarke, Inland Mail Clerk, Postal and Electric Telegraph Department, was sworn, and

' The Committee adjourned at half-past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 1 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent ;—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., George Black, Esq^, _
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:— .. T .

Letter from Mr. R. R. Machattie, Secretary of the Brewarrina and Byrock Railway League, with 
reference to the proposed Railway from Byrock to Brewarrina. . . .

Memorandum from Mr. H. Deane, with information asked for in the Committee s inquiry respecting 
the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

The correspondence was received. . . „ ,
The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from EyrocK

to p Hicl.son) Bgq-> Under Secretary and Commissioner for Roads, Department of Public
Works, and Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,
were sworn, and examined. rTl , r,, ,

The Committee adjourned at five minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, otu Uctober.

TUESDAY, 5 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., George Black, Esq., _
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:— . . . . ,

Letter from the Under Secretary, Department of Lands, with copies of communications from the 
District Surveyors of Eorbes, Hay, and Wagga Wagga, with reference to their attending before 
the Committee to give evidence respecting the country through which lines of railways between 
the rivers Lachlan and Murrumbidgee, and north and south of those rivers, would pass.

The correspondence was received. .
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Byrock to Brewarrina.
John Harper, Goods Superintendent, Department of Railways, was sworn, and examined. _ 
The Committee adjourned at five minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following

day.
WEDNESDAY, 6 OCTOBER, 1897. 

The Committee met at 2 p.m.
Members Present :—

. Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Byrock to Brewarrina. _
John Harper, Goods Superintendent, Department of Railways, was sworn, and further examined. 
Erancis William Bacon, grazier, and William Chandos Wall, were sworn, and examined..
Mr. Trickett gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—'1 That Mr. 

Ewin<r, Mr. Roberts, and Mr. Black be appointed a Sectional Committee to inspect, take evidence, and 
report with reference to the proposed Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah and the proposed 
Railway from Coolamon to Ariah.”

The Committee adjourned at ten minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following
day. •

------ - THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 7 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. "William Joseph Trickett, j Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Mr. Trickett moved,—“ That Mr. Ewing, Mr. Eoberts, and Mr. Black be appointed a Sectional 

Committee to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed Eailway from The Eock 
to Green’s Gunyah, and the proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Lee, and passed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina. _
Peter Collinson Close (Hill, Clark, & Co.), and Grainger Barton, grazier, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

ERIDAY, 8 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, was 

sworn, and further examined.
William Sawers, grazier, was sworn, and examined. '
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 12th October.

' TUESDAY, 12 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Present:—
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, I Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, | Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,

Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina.
Henry Septimus Badgery (Pitt, Son, and Badgery) was sworn, and examined.
William Sawers, grazier, was sworn, and further examined.
Mr. Wright gave notice that he would move at the meeling of the Committee on Tuesday, 

19th October,—“ That a Sectional Committee, consisting of Mr. Humphery, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Lee, and 
Mr. Wright, be appointed to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed Eailway 
from Byrock to Brewarrina.”

The Committee adjourned at five minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 13 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Present :—
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,

Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina.
Lawrence Henderson, stock and station agent, was sworn, and examined.
William Sawers, grazier, was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 14 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Present:—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, - Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,

Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.
• The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. -

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina.
Hugh McLaehlan, Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners; William McIntyre, Chief Electoral 

Officer, Chief Secretary’s Department; Walter Alexander Smith, District Surveyor, Eoads Branch, 
Department of Public Works, and Charles Edward Eennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, 
were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

• FRIDAY, 15 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Present :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,

Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The following accounts were passed for payment:—

Sydney Morning Herald—Advertising ... ... ... ... ... ..
Q&\q axA Hicks {Hillston Spectator)—Advertising ... ... ... ..

£ s. d. 
9 8 0 
0 14 0

Total ....................................£10 2 0
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina.
Henry Chamberlaine Eussell, C.M.G., Government Astronomer, and George Charles Yeo, 

Draftsman, Stock Branch, Department of Mines, were sworn, and examined.
William McIntyre, Chief Electoral Officer, Chief Secretary’s Department, and John Harper, Chief 

Traffic Manager (late Goods Superintendent), Department of Eailways, were sworn, and further examined. 
The Committee adjourned at a quarter-past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 19th October.

TUESDAY, 19 OCTOBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Henry Clarke, Esq., Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina.
George Charles Yeo, Draftsman, Stock Branch, Department of Mines, was sworn, and examined. 
The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of railway from 

Narrabri to Pilliga,
Eobert E. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Eoads, and Henry Deane, Engineer- 

in-Chief Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 20 OCTOBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Henry Clarke, Esq., Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina.
John Harper, Chief Traffic Manager (late Goods Superintendent), Department of Eailways, was 

sworn, and further examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 

was sworn, and further examined. .
. Hugh McLaehlan, Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners, was sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.
THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 21 OCTOBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent:—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Yice-Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
Erancis Augustus 'Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq. ,

The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailwav from Byrock to Brewarrina 
John Simpson, leaseholder, Narran Creek, and William John Callaghan, storekeeper Goodoosra 

were sworn, and examined. r ’ s ’
The Committee adjourned at five minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 22 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent:—
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq. ’
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailwav from Narrabri to Pilliga
John Herrick Corbett, Besident Engineer, Department of Public Works, was sworn, and examined.
John Harper, Cnief Traffic Manager, Department of Hallways, was sworn, and examined
The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 26th October.

TUESDAY, 26 OCTOBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :— •
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Eeq., 
George Black, Esq.,- 
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins, "
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—■

Letter from the Secretary and the President of the Temora Eailway League, bringing under the 
notice, of the Committee the desirableness of residents of Temora and district having an 
opportunity for tendering evidence to the Committee in favour of making the railway terminus 
at Temora the starting point of any railway extension to Wyalong.

The correspondence was received.
Mr. Hassall, as Chairman of the Sectional Committee appointed to inspect, take evidence, and 

report with reference to the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong, brought up the Eeport of 
the Sectional Committee, and moved that it be received and printed with the minutes of evidence taken 
before the Sectional Committee.

The motion was agreed to, and the Eeport was read by the Secretarv. • •
Mr. Ewing, as Chairman of the Sectional Committee appointed to inspect, take evidence and 

report with reference to the proposed Eailway from The Eock to Green’s Gunyah, and the proposed 
Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah, brought up the Eeport of the Sectional Committee on the proposed 
Eailway from The Eock to Green’s Gunyah, and moved that it be received and printed with the minutes 
of evidence taken before the Sectional Committee.

The motion was agreed to, and the Eeport was read by the Secretary.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 27 OCTOBER, 1897. '
• The Committee met at 2 p.m. •

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :■—

Letter from Mr. Thomas Clark, Hon. Secretary, Eailway League, Walgett, to Mr. W. N. Willis, M.P. 
and forwarded by him to the Committee, with reference to the proposed Eailwav from Narrabr 
to Pilliga. * Precis

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

I
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Precia of papers on the subject of railway communication between Narrabri and Walgett, forwarded 
for the information of the Committee by the Under Secretary for Public Works.

The correspondence was received.
The following accounts were passed for payment£ s. d.

B. H. Priend, shorthand-writer accompanying Sectional Committee on Kaiiway trom
Condobolin to Euabalong ............................................................................... **

Sam Hawkins {Wagga Wagga i^ress)—Advertising.............................................. u 10 u

64

Total £55 8 3
Mr Ewincr as Chairman of the Sectional Committee appointed to inspect, take evidence, and 

report with reference to the proposed Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah, and the proposed 
Railway from Coolamon to Ariah, brought up the report of the Sectional Committee on the proposed 
railway'from Coolamon to Ariah, and moved that it be received and printed with the minutes of evidence
taken before the Sectional Committee.

The motion was agreed to, and the Report was read by the Secretary.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Narrabri to I illiga. .
John Harper, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Railways, was sworn and further examined. 
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 28 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon.

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Erederick Thomas Humphery,
James Hoskins.
Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
William Joseph Trickett,
Daniel O’Connor,

Erank Farnell

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 

Esa.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further cousidered the proposed [Railway from [Narrabri to Jriiiiga. 
Neville David Cohen (David Cohen & Co.) was sworn, and examined. .
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

ERIDAY, 29 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., ■
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, George Black, Esq.,
Henry Clarke, Esq., Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Narrabri to i llJga.
Robert Edward Jones, District Engineer, Roads Branch, Department of Public Works, was sworn,

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 2nd November.

TUESDAY, 2 NOVEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, John Lionel Eegan, Esq^
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
Henry Clarke, Esq., George Black, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence^ »

Statement from Mr. H. Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of 
Public Works, giving the lengths, cost, and distance from Sydney of the various railway routes to

Letter from Mr. Erancis Bacon, Dumble Station, with a sample of wheat grown at Damble for hay. 
.The correspondence was received. .
The following account was passed for payment:— _ . ,

Angelo J. Smith, shorthand-writer accompanying the Sectional Committee on the
proposed railways from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah and Coolamon to Ariah ... £2o
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The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
Henry Chamberlaine Eussell, C.M.Gr., G-overnment Astronomer ; Charles Edward Eennie, Chief 

Draftsman, Department of Lands; William McIntyre, Chief Electoral Officer, Chief Secretary s 
Department; and Percy Scarr, Principal Assistant Engineer, Eoads Branch, Department of Public 
Works, were sworn, and examined. .

The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.
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WEDNESDAY, 3 NOVEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
Henry Clarke, Esq., .
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., •

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
James Patrick Joseph Bell, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed New Houses of Parliament for the Colony. 
Walter Liberty Vernon, Government Architect, was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 4 NOVEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed New Houses of Parliament for the Colony. 
Walter Liberty Vernon, Government Architect, was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
John Harper, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Eailways, was sworn, and further examined. 
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 5 NOVEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent:—

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.

John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga. .
John Harper, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Eailways, was sworn, and further examined. 
Eichard Dalrymple Hay, Chief Clerk,Eorest Branch, Department of Lands, was sworn, and examined. 
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from the Eock to Green s Gunyah. 
William Henry Patrick Cherry, Chief Compiler, Government Statistician s Department, was sworn,

and examined. . . » ■The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina.
George Charles Yeo, Draftsman, Stock Branch, Department of Mines, was sworn, and further 

examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, 10th November.

WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, 10 NOYEMBEB, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Pbesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
William Henry O’Malley Wood, District Surveyor, Moree, and David Morgan Jones, Rylstone, 

were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

THURSDAY, 11 NOVEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Pbesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Byrock to Brewarrina.
Charles L. Shainwald, Inspector of Branches (Messrs. E. Rich & Co., Forwarding Agents), was 

sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

ERIDAY, 12 NOVEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Pbesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Farnell, Esq. ,

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

. Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
Louis Rich, late of Nelson and Rich, Walgett, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah. 
William Henry Patrick Cherry, Chief Compiler, Government Statistician’s Office, was sworn, and 

further examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 16th November.

TUESDAY, 16 NOVEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Pbesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
George Charles Teo, Draftsman, Stock Branch, Department of Mines, and. Joseph Clarke, Inland 

Mail Clerk, Postal and Electric Telegraph Department, were sworn, and examined.
_ The Committee further considered the proposed New Houses of Parliament for the Colony, and 

directed the Government Architect to prepare for their information statements and sketch plans of two 
modified designs. •

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, 17 NOVEMBER, 1897.

The Committee met at 2 p.m. 
Membees Peesent:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Boherts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed- New Houses of - Parliament for the Colony. 
Walter Liberty Yernon, Government Architect, was sworn, and further examined.

' The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Coolamon to Ariah.
Mr. Black moved,—“ That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed Bail way 

from Coolamon to Ariah, with a view- to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.”
The motion was seconded by Mr. Humphery, and passed.
Mr. Black moved,—“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient the proposed 

Bailway from Coolamon to Ariah, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried 
out; but they suggest that a line be surveyed from Temora towards Gunbar.” -

Mr. C. J. Eoberts seconded the motion.
The debate was adjourned.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 18 NOVEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The adjourned debate upon Mr. Black’s motion,—“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is not 

expedient the proposed Bailway from Coolamon to Ariah, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative 
Assembly, be carried out; but they suggest that a line be surveyed from Temora towards Gunbar ”—was 
resumed.

With concurrence, the motion was amended by the omission of all the words after the word “ out,” 
and it was then passed.

The Committee proceeded to consider their Beport to the Legislative Assembly upon the proposed 
Bailway from Coolamon to Ariah.

The Beport was adopted, and the Chairman was authorised to sign it for presentation to the Legis
lative Assembly.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 19 NOVEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from The Bock to Green’s Gunyah.
Mr. C. J. Eoberts moved,—“ That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed 

Bailway from The Bock to Green’s Gunyah, with a view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative 
Assembly.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Black, and passed.
Mr. C. J. Eoberts moved,—“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient the proposed 

Bailway from The Bock to Green’s Gunyah, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, 
be carried out.”

The debate was adjourned.
The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 23rd November.

40—K TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY., 23 NOVEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—

The Hon. ^Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. "William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Erank Farnell, Esq.

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The following account was passed for payment:—

J. H. Shennen—Reading and correcting ’printer’s proofs of evidence taken before the
Committee ... ... ... ... ••• ••• ••• £4< 10 0

The adjourned debate upon Mr. C. J. Roberts’ motion,—“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it 
is expedient the proposed Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah, as referred to the Committee by 
the Legislative Assembly, be carried out”—was resumed.

Mr. Black seconded the motion.
Mr. Lee moved,—“ That the motion be amended by the insertion of the word ‘not’ before the 

word ‘ expedient.’ ”
The debate was further adjourned.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 24 NOVEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The following account was passed for payment:—

Fredk. Pinkstone (CootowwMifra iferaAf)—Advertising ... ... ... ... £0 13 0
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah.
The adjourned debate upon Mr. C. J. Roberts’ motion,—“That, in the opinion of the Committee, 

itis expedient the proposed Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah, as referred to the Committee by 
the Legislative Assembljq be carried out,”—upon which Mr. Jjee had moved, “That the motion be 
amended by the insertion of the word ‘ not ’ before the word ‘ expedient ’ ”—was resumed.

The Chairman ruled the amendment to be out of order, on the grounds that its object could be 
attained by voting against the motion, and that any further amendment could be put before the 
Committee subsequently as a direct motion.

The motion was then passed on the following division :—
Ayes, 8. Xoes, 5.

•Mr. Ewing, 
Mr. Eoberty, 
Mr. O’ConnoPj 
Mi*. Ctarke, 
Mr. Hassall, 
Mr. Elack,
Mr. AVright, 
Mr. Earncll.

Mr. Hmnpherv. 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr, Trickett, 
Mr. Leo,
Mr. hYgan.

Mr. Leo moved,—“ That it be a condition, if the railway bo constructed, that the landowners 
guarantee the amount per acre recommended by the Railway Commissioners.”

Mr. Wright seconded the motion.
The debate was adjourned.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 25 NOVEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present:- —
Thomas Thomson Ewing,

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, a 
The Committee further considered the proposed

Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq. 

id confirmed.
Railway from The Rock lo Green’s Gunyah.

The
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The adjourned debate upon Mr. Lee’s motion,—“ That it be a condition that, prior to the railway 
being constructed, the landowners guarantee the amount per acre recommended by the Railway 
Commissioners,”—was resumed. '

The motion was negatived on the following division .
Ayes, 5.

Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Lee,
■Mr. Wright.

Noes, 8.
Mr. Ewing, 
Mr. Eoberts, 
Mr. O’Connor, 
Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Fegan, 
Mr. Hassall, 
Mr. Black, 
Mr. Farnell.

The Committee proceeded to consider their Report to the Legislative. Assembly on the proposed 
Railway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah. ’

The preamble and clauses 1 to 8 were passed.
Clause 9.—The land in the district.
Mr. Lee moved,—“ That the clause be amended by the omission of the words : ‘ As the construction 

of the railway must enhance the value of land in the district, an increase in the rentals charged by the 
State cannot be regarded as unjustifiable.’ ”

The amendment was negatived on the following division !—
Ayes, 3. Noes, 7. ■

Mr. Tridetfc, 
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Fegan.

Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Humphery, 

✓ Mr, Hoskins, 
Mr. Eoberts, 
Mr. O’Connor, 
Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Hassall.

The clause was then passed. ■
Clauses 10 and 11 were passed.
Clause 12.—The Committee’s recommendation.
Air. Trickett moved,—“That the clause be amended by the omission of the words : ‘(3),the belief 

that the traffic on the line will from the first be satisfactory.’ ”
The amendment was passed on the following division :—

Ayes, 6.
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Fegan,
Mr. Hassall.

Noes, 5.
Mr. Ewing, 
Mr. Eoberts, 
Mr. O’Connor, 
Mr. Clnrkp, 
Mr. Black.

The clause was then passed.
The Report was adopted on the following division :— 

Ayes, 0.
Mr. Ewing, j
Mr. Eoberts,
Mr. O’Connor, :
Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Hassall,
Mr. Black.

Noes, 5.
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Fegan.

The Chairman was authorised to sign the Report for presentation to the Legislative Assembly. 
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 26 NOVEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee mot at 2 p.m. 

Members Pbesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. 'William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed New Houses of Parliament for the Colony.
Walter Liberty Vernon, Government Architect, was sworn, and further examined.
Air. Roberts gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“ That the 

Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed New Houses of Parliament for the Colony, 
with a view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.”

Air. Roberts gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“ That, in 
the opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient the proposed New Houses of Parliament for the 
Colony, estimated to cost £533,484, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, he carried 
out; but the Committee recommend the adoption of the amended design submitted by the Government 
Architect, at a cost, without a dome, not exceeding £257,000.”

Mr.
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Mr. Wright gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“That, in 
the opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient the proposed New Houses of Parliament for the 
Colony, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out; but the Committee 
recommend the adoption of the scheme submitted by the Government Architect, providing for alterations 
to the present Parliamentary Buildings at a cost not exceeding £15,000.”

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 30th November.
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TUESDAY, 30 NOVEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., '
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed New Houses of Parliament for the Colony. 
Walter Liberty Yernon, Government Architect, was sworn, and further examined.
The notices of motions by Mr. C. J. Eoberts and Mr. Wright, with reference to the proposed 

New Houses of Parliament for the Colony, were postponed.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 1 DECEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed New Houses of Parliament for the Colony.
Mr. C. J. Eoberts moved,—“ That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed 

New Houses of Parliament for the Colony, with a view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative 
Assembly.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Earnell, and passed.
Mr. C. J. Eoberts moved,—“ That in the opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient the pro

posed New Houses of Parliament for the Colony, estimated to cost £533,484, as referred to the Com
mittee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out; but the Committee recommend the adoption of the 
amended design submitted by the Government Architect, at a cost, without a dome, not exceeding
£257,000.”

Mr. O’Connor seconded the motion.
The debate was adjourned.
Mr. Hassall gave notice that, in the event of Mr. C. J. Eoberts’ motion for the erection of New 

Houses of Parliament, at a cost not exceeding £257,000, being carried, he would move,—“ That, after 
hearing the evidence of a number of the principal architects of this city on the original design submitted, 
it is expedient to invite competitive designs on the basis of the amended scheme submitted by the 
Colonial Architect.”

Mr. Hassall gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee :—
“That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed Eailway from Condobolin 

to Euabalong, with a view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.”
“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient the proposed Eailway from Condobolin 

to Euabalong, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out; but 
they recommend that a permanent survey be made of the explored route for a line of Eailway from 
Ivoorawatha to Hillston, with a view to its consideration in conjunction with existing surveys.”

The Committee adjourned at half-past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 2 DECEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesekt :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.; 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed New Houses of Parliament for the Colony.
The adjourned debate upon Mr. C. J. Roberts’ motion,—“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, 

it is not expedient the proposed New Houses of Parliament for the Colony, estimated to cost £533,484, 
as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out; but the Committee recommend 
the adoption of the amended design submitted by the Government Architect, at a cost, without a dome, 
not exceeding £257,000 ”—was resumed.

The motion was negatived on the following division :—
Ayes, 3.

Mr. Roberts, 
Mr. O’Connor, 
Mr. Fegan.

Noes, 10.
Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Hassall, 
Mr. Black,
Mr. Wright, 
Mr. Farnell.

Mr. Hassall’s contingent notice of motion was withdrawn.
Mr. Wright moved,—“That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient the proposed 

New Houses of Parliament for the Colony, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, 
'be carried out; but the Committee recommend the adoption of the scheme submitted by the Government 
Architect, providing for alterations to the present Parliamentary Buildings at a cost not exceeding 
£15,000.” j s s

Mr. Humphery seconded the motion.
The debate was adjourned.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 3 DECEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter from Mr. J. Horbury Hunt, with reference to the proposed New Houses of Parliament for 
the Colony.

The correspondence was received.
The following account was passed for payment:—

J. H. Shennen,—Reading and correcting printers’ proofs of evidence taken by the
Committee ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £3 5 0

The Committee further considered the proposed New Houses of Parliament for the Colony.
The adjourned debate upon Mr. Wright’s motion,—“That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is 

not expedient the proposed New Houses of Parliament for the Colony, as referred to the Committee by 
the Legislative Assembly, be carried out; but the Committee recommend the adoption of the scheme 
submitted by the Government Architect, providing for alterations to the present Parliamentary Buildings 
at a cost not exceeding £15,000”—was resumed. "

The motion was passed on the following division :—■
Ayes, 9. Noes, 3.

Mr. Ewing, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Hassall, 
Mr. Black, 
Mr. Wright, 
Mr. Farnell.

Mr. Roberts, 
Mr. O’Connor, 
Mr. Fegan.

Mr.
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Mr. Hassall moved,—“ That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed 
Hallway from Condobolin to Euabalong, with a view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative 
Assembly.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Earnell, and passed.
Mr. Hassall moved,—“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient the proposed 

Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be 
carried out; but they recommend that a permanent survey be made of the explored route for a line of 
Eailway from Koorawatha to Hillston, with a view to its consideration in conjunction with existing 
surveys.”

Mr. Earnell seconded the motion.
The motion having, with concurrence, been amended so that it should read,—“ That, in the 

opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong, as 
referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out; but they recommend, in 
connection with any proposal for a railway to Hillston, that a survey be made for a line from 
Koorawatha, with a view to its consideration in conjunction with existing surveys,”—was then passed.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Monday, Oth December.
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MONBAT, 6 DECEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Memuees Pbesekt :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq. •

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee proceeded to consider their Eeport to the Legislative Assembly on the proposed 

New Houses of Parliament for the Colony.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq., ’

The preamble and clauses 1 to 11 were passed.
Clause 12.—Conclusions to be drawn from the inquiry.
Mr. Black moved,—“ That the clause be amended by the omission of the words, ‘ Eo.w persons will 

be disposed to say that this is not excessive and unnecessary.’ ”
The amendment was passed on the following division, upon the question,—“That the words 

proposed to be omitted stand part of the clause ” :—
Ayes, 3. Noes, 7.

Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Fegan.

Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Roberts, 
Mr. O’Connor, 
Mr. Hassall, 
Mr. Black,
Mr. Wright.

The clause, as amended, was passed on the following division:—
Ayes, S.

Mr. Ewing,
Mi-. Humphery,
Mr. Hoskins,
Mr. Trickett,
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Hassall, i
Mr, Black, j
Mr. Wright. |

Clause 13 was passed.
The Eeport was adopted on the following division:—

Noes, 3.
Mr. Eoberts, 
Mr. O’Connor, 
Mr. Fegan.

Ayes, 8.
Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Lee,
Mr Hassall, 
Mr. Black,
Mr. Wright.

Noes, 3.
Mr. Eoberts, 
Mr. O’Connor, 
Mr. Fegan.

The Chairman was authorised to sign the Eeport for presentation to the Legislative Assembly. 
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, the following day.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 7 DECEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Pbesekt :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq..
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq. ’

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee proceeded to consider their Eeport to the Liegislative Assembly on the proposed 

Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong. ,
The Eeport was adopted, and the Chairman was authorised to sign it for presentation to the 

Legislative Assembly.
The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following

day.

WEDNESDAY,-?, DECEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Pbesekt :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas .Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Harrabri to Pilliga.
Henry ISTelson was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Jjionel Eegan,. Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

THURSDAY, 9 DECEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membebs Pbesekt :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq,, 
Erank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Lion. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
John Hannon Murphy was sworn, and examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byroek to Brewarrina.
Joseph William Boultbee, Superintendent of Public Watering Places and Artesian Bores, 

Department of Mines, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 14th December.

TUESDAY, 14 DECEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membebs Pbesekt: —
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Jjionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The lion. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor;
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting ivere read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Iietter from the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, informing the Committee of the passing by the 
Legislative Assembly of resolutions referring to the Committee for consideration and report the 
following proposed public works : —

Eailway from Warren to Coonnmble.
Eailway from Ivoorawatha to Grenfell.
Eailwav from Woolabra to Collarendabri. '

Railway
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Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill Eailway to Dural.
Harbour works at Tweed Eiver.
Harbour works at Bellinger Eiver.
Harbour works at Hambuccra Eiver.
Harbour works at Macleay Eiver.
Harbour works at Hastings Eiver.
Harbour works at Manning Eiver.
Weirs on the Eiver Darling, between Bourke and Wilcannia.

The correspondence was received. -
The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Eailway from 

Warren to Coonamble. '
Eobert E. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Eoads, Department of Public 

Works; Henry Chamberlaine Eussell, C.M.G., Government Astronomer; and Charles Edward Eennie, 
Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at twenty minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following
day.

WEDNESDAY, 15 DECEMBER, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Peesest :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble.
Eobert E. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Eoads, Department of Public 

Works, was sworn, and further examined.
Hugh McLachlan, Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 16 DECEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble. 
John Harper, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Eailways, was sworn, and examined. 
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

ERIDAY, 17 DECEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 

was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at thirty-five minutes past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Monday, 20th 

December.

«
MONDAY,
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The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.Gr.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Frank Farnell,

75
MONDAY, 20 DECEMBER, 1897.

The Committee met at 2 p.m.
Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,

Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The following account was passed for payment:— £ b. d.

Stephen Sullivan (JFhyy® Adeerfr'ser),advertising ... ... ... ... ... 0 15 0
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble.
George Charles Teo, Draftsman, Stock Branch, Department of Mines ; Walter Alexander Smith, 

District Engineer, Eoads Branch, Department of Public Works; and Sydney James Pinnington, Acting 
Chief Electoral OfiBcer, Chief Secretary’s Department, were sworn, and examined.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 
was sworn, and further examined.

The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Eailway from 
Koorawatha to Grenfell.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, was 
sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at twenty minutes past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 21st December.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

TUESDAY, 21 DECEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Koorawatha to Grenfell.
Hugh McLachlan, Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners, and John Harper, Chief Traffic 

Manager, Department of Eailways, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 22 DECEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. William .Joseph Trickett, ( George Black, Esq.,

Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from the Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners, forwarding a plan of a section of the Eailway 
from Harden to Blayney.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Koorawatha to Grenfell.
John Harper, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Eailways, was sworn, and further examined.
Henry Chamberlaine Eussell, C.M.G., Government Astronomer; William McIntyre, Chief Electoral 

Officer, Chief Secretary’s Department; and Charles Edward Eennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of 
Lands, were sworn, and examined. ■

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, thp following day.

40—L
TSURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 23 DECEMBER, 1897.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq , 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
. The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Koorawatha to Grenfell.

William Henry John Slee, Chief Inspector of Mines, and William Henry Patrick Cherry, Chief 
Compiler, Government Statistician’s Department, were sworn, and examined.

The Chairman brought under notice the question of increasing the salaries of Mr. H. V. O’Meagher 
and Mr. A. Hurley, clerks on the Committee’s ofiSce staff.

Mr. Trickett moved,—“ That in the opinion of the Committee, Mr. O’Meagher’s salary should be 
increased to £250, and Mr. Hurley’s to £125 per annum, and that such increases be recommended to the 
favourable consideration of the Hon. the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Farnell, and passed.
The Committee adjourned at twenty minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 4th January, 1898.

TUESDAY, 4 JANUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Koorawatha to Grenfell.
Charles Edward Rennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, was sworn, and further examined. 
John Christian Watson, Esq., M.P., was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 5 JANUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Henry Clarke, Esq., .
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Frank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a Railway from the Terminus 

of the Rosehill Railway to Dural.
Robert R. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Roads, and Henry Deane, Engineer- 

in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 6 JANUARY, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

The
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The Secretary read the following correspondence:—
Copy of a report by the Eailway Commissioners on the proposed purchase of the Eosehill Eailway, 

dated 29th May, 1896, forwarded to the Committee by the Under Secretary, Department of 
Public Works.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill Eailway 

to Dural.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, was 

sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.
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FRIBAT, 7 JANUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq,,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,

. The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Frank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. . . . ^
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill Eailway 

to Dural. '
Isaac Chapman, Manager of the Eosehill Eailway, and Hugh McLachlan, Secretary to the Eailway 

Commissioners, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 11th January.

TUESDAY, 11 JANUARY, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

' Erank Earnell, Esq. •
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter from Mr. H. Colbert, Hon. Secretary, Parramatta and Dural Eailway League; and letter 
from Mr. E. W. Todhunter, Hon. Secretary, Parramatta Progress Association, forwarding the 
names of persons desirous of being examined in the Committee’s inquiry respecting the proposed 
Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill Eailway to Dural.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill Eailway 

to Dural. ’
Isaac Chapman, Manager of the Eosehill Eailway, was sworn, and further examined.
Thomas Ehodes Firth, Engineer-in-Chief for Existing Lines, Department of Eailways, was sworn, 

and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until twenty-five minutes past 9 o’clock a.iri. on Wednesday, 

the following day, at the Eedfern Eailway Station.

WEDNESDAY, 12 JANUARY, 1898.
The Committee met at 9'25 a.m. at Eedfern Eailway Station.

Members Present:— .
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman-.

- The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, j The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
The Hon. James Hoskins, ; Henry Clarke, Esq., ! :
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., j Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, j George Black, Esq.,

Frank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Accompanied by Mr. A. E. Powell, Surveyor, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public 

Works, and in pursuance of their inquiry respecting the proposed Eailway from the terminus of the 
Eosehill Eailway to Dural, the Committee proceeded by train to Clyde ; thence by special train to Eosehill, 
and along the Eosehill Eailway to its terminus at Carlingford; and from the terminus, in vehicles, to 
Dural, in order to inspect the existing railway line and the route of the proposed extension, and see the 
district through which the extension would go. From Dural the Committee drove through Castle Hill, 
Kellyville, and Baulkham Hills to Parramatta to acquaint themselves with a route recommended for a 
tramway as an alternative to the proposed railway. The Committee returned to Sydney at five minutes 
past 7 p.m. .

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 13 JANUARY, 1898. 

The Committee met at 2 p.m. 
Membees Peesest :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.Gr., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Statement of cost of tramway line from Campbelltown to Camden, forwarded by Mr. T. R. Eirth, 
Engineer-in-Chief for Existing Lines, Department of Railways, in connection with his evidence 
on the Committee’s inquiry respecting the proposed Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill 
Railway to Dural. ,

Letters from Mr. Edwin Doudney, L.R.C.P.,E., &c., and Alderman Henry Jenkins, Mayor of 
Ermington and Rydalmere, expressing a desire to give evidence on the Committee’s inquiry 
respecting the proposed Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Railway to Dural.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Railway 

to Dural.
John Harper, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Railways, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 14 JANUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Frank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill 

Railway to Dural.
William Thomas Wright was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m., on Tuesday, 18th January.

TUESDAY, 18 JANUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—■
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill 

Railway to Dural.
John Charles Hunt, fruit-grower, Dural ; John William Foster, fruit-grower, Castle Hill ; 

Christopher John Moore, fruit-grower, Castle Hill; and John Speir Heron, fruit-grower, Castle Hill, 
were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at twelve minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the 
following day.

WEDNESDAY, 19 JANUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewir 

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read,

Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq. 

and confirmed.
The
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The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill Eailway 
to Dural. ‘

Luke Gallard, fruit-grower, Kenthurst; Samuel Eagan, fruit-grower, Dural; George Henry 
Werth, fruit-grower, Glenhaven ; Henry Thomas Johnston, Mayor of Dundas ; and David Scott, Arcadia, 
were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.
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THURSDAY, 20 JANUARY, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Present :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. ‘William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Frank Farnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill Eailway 

to Dural.
James Purser, fruit-grower, Castle Hill; Walter James Black, fruit-grower, Glenorie; and John 

Purser, fruit-grower, Carlingford, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 21 JANUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. . 

Members Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hob. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill 

Eailway to Dural.
Eev. Henry Eobert Pigott, Kellyville; Henry Jenkins, Mayor of Ermington and Eydalmere; 

James Tamsett, fruit-grower, Baulkham Hills ; and William Henry Smith, fruit-grower, Castle Hill, were 
sworn, and examined. .

_ The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 9 o’clock a.m. on Saturday, the following day, at Eedfern 
Eailway Station.

SATURDAY, 22 JANUARY, 1898.
The Committee met at 9 a.m. at Eedfern Eailway Station.

Members Present :—

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Frank Farnell, Esq

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee then, in pursuance of their inquiry with reference to the proposed Eailway from 

the Terminus of the Eosehill Eailway to Dural, proceeded by train to Hornsby, and thence in vehicles to 
Galston and Arcadia, where inquiry was made respecting the fruit-growing capabilities of this portion of 
the district, from which traffic would be obtained by the proposed railway, and the extent to which it was 
likely to contribute to the earnings of the line.

The Committee returned to Sydney at six minutes past 3.

MONDAY, 24 JANUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman,

The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Frank Farnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

The
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The Secretary read the following correspondence:—
Letters from Mr. C. B. Cairns, Mr. D. D. Henderson, and Mr. E. Vanderstegen, stating that evidence 

' from them in the Committee’s inquiry, respecting the proposed Railway from the Terminus of
, the Rosehill Railway to Dural, was unnecessary.

The correspondence was received.
The following account was passed for payment:—■

£ s. d.
W. G-. Baumann,—Expenses connected with the Committee’s visit of inspection with 
. reference to the proposed Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Railway to 

Dural ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 9 4 6
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Rail

way to Dural.
Edwin Doudney, L.R.C.P.,E., &c., Castle Hill; Walter Alexander Smith, District Engineer, Roads 

Branch, Department of Public Works ; Dowell O’Reilly., Esq., M.P.; and John Judah Barnett, fruit
grower, Arcadia, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at ten minutes past 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, the following day.

TUESBAT, 25 JANUARY, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Pbesekt:—
; Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.Gr., Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, I Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Henry Clarke, Esq., | Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Rail

way to Dural.
James William Hill, architect, Parramatta, and Reginald Bowman, M.B., M.R.C.S., Chairman, 

Parramatta Progress Association, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at half-past .3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, 27th January.

THURSDAY, 27 JANUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hori. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Railway 

to Dural.
John Thorpe, Parramatta; Joseph William Withers, Parramatta; William Alfred Brodie, property 

auctioneer, Parramatta; and Peter Thomas Joseph Parfitt, Manager, Bank of New Zealand, Sydney, were 
sworn, and examined.

Walter Alexander Smith, District Engineer, Roads Branch, Department of Public Works, was 
sworn, and further examined.

The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 28 JANUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Frank Farnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Rail
way to Dural. ' .

William Charles Hill, Chairman, and Henry Harris, Shareholder and Director, Rosehill Race Club, 
were sworn, and examined.

John Harper, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Railways, was sworn, and further examined.
# - < Mr,:
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Mr. Parnell gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee:—“ That the 
Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill 
Eailwav to Dural, with a view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.”

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock; until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 1st February.

81

TUESDAY, 1 FEBRUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Present:—
' Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
•John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,

■ The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Frank Earnell, Esq.
' The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill 
Eailway to Dural. .

John Bennett, and Alderman Thomas Moxham, Mayor of Parramatta, were sworn, and examined. 
Mr. Parnell's notice of motion for the consideration of the evidence in the inquiry was postponed. 
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 2 FEBRUARY, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | George Black, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq. .
• The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill 
Eailway to Dural.

Henry Deane, Eugineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 
was sworn, and further examined. .

. William Edmund Tunks, clerk, Valuation Branch, Department of Public Works, was sworn, and 
examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 3 FEBRUARY, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq., .

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The following accounts were passed for payment:—

E. J. Black—Hire of vehicles in connection with Committee’s visit of inspection with 
reference to the proposed Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill Eailway
to Dural ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

E. J. Black—Ditto ditto... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Farnell, Esq.

.£ s. d.

6 10 0 
5 10 0

£12 0 Q
. The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill 
Eailway to Dural. ... .
/ Walter Alexander Smith, District Engineer, Eoads Branch, Department of Public Works, and 
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, were' 
sworn, and further examined.

‘ The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Koorawatha to Grenfell.
George Henry Greene, Esq., M.P., was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

“ ERIDAY,
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FRIDAY, 4 FEBRUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
G-eorge Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.Gr.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter from the Under Secretary, Department of Lands, with reference to a railway reserve between 
Grenfell and Young.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Koorawatha to Grenfell.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 

and William McIntyre, Chief Electoral Officer, Chief Secretary’s Department, were sworn, and further 
examined.

The Committee adjourned at half-past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 8th Eebruary.

TUESDAY, 8 FEBRUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G-., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Eiver.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing Harbour Works at Macleay

Eobert E. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Eoads, Department of Public 
Works, was sworn, and examined.

Mr. Lee gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“ That Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Fegan, and Mr. Lee, be appointed a Sectional Committee to inspect, take evidence, and report with 
reference to the proposed Eailway from Koorawatha to Grenfell.” '

The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 9 FEBRUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq , 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Statement from the Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners showing the financial result of the 
working of the Camden tramway.

Statement from the Engineer-in-Chief for Eailway Construction, giving the grades, curves, and 
estimated cost of various lines of railway to Dural, and the estimated cost of a line from the 
Great Northern Eailway near Pennant Hills station to a point on the route of the proposed 
Eailway to Dural, near Thompson’s Corner.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill Eailway 

to Dural.
Eobert Yernon Saddington, Secretary, Australian Kerosene Oil and Mineral Company, was sworn, 

and examined. ’
John Charles Hunt, fruit-grower, Dural, and Christopher John Moore, fruit-grower, Castle Hill, 

were sworn, and further examined.
Elijah EYrd Fuller, fruit-grower, Dural, was sworn, and examined.
Mr. Lee’s notice of motion—“That Mr. Clarke, Mr. Fegan, and Mr. Lee be appointed a Sectional 

Committee to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed Eailway from Koorawatha 
to Grenfell”—was withdrawn.

The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY,



TRUES DAT, 10 FEBRUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesest :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
.Tohii Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq. -

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Eiver.
Cecil West Barley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, was sworn 

and examined. ’
Mr. C. J. Eoberts gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee —“ That 

a Sectional Committee, consisting of Mr. Ewing, Mr. O’Connor, Mr. Clarke, and Mr. Eegan, be appointed 
to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed Hallway from Koorawatha to Grrenfell.,,

Mr. Hassall gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee —“ That a 
Sectional Committee, consisting of Mr. Ewing, Mr. Eoberts, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Hassall, be appointed to 
inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble.”

Mr. Wright s notice of motion for the appointment of a Sectional Committee with reference to 
the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina, and the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga 
was, by consent, withdrawn. . 61

Mr. Wright gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“ That a 
Sectional Committee, consisting of Mr. Humphery, Mr. Black, and Mr. Wright be appointed to inspect, 
take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed Hallway from Byrock to Brewarrina.”

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 11 FEBRUARY, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Present :— '
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins, "
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed 
The following accounts were passed for payment:—

John Hoake,—Expenses connected with Committee’s visit of inspection with 
reference to the proposed Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill Eailway to 
Dural ... ... ... ... ... ... itt ... ... ... . .

John Ferguson {Cumberland Times)—Advertising ....................................
Australian Newspaper Co., Ltd. {Star)—Advertising..............................................

Total

£ s. d.

0 18 
0 6 
1 7

£2 11 9
Mr. C. J. Eoberts moved,—“ That a Sectional Committee, consisting of Mr. Ewing, Mr. O’Connor, 

Mr. Clarke, and Mr. Eegan, be appointed to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the 
proposed Eailway from Koorawatha to Grenfell.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Lee, and passed. • .
Mr. Wright moved,—“That a Sectional Committee, consisting of Mr. Humphery, Mr. Black, and 

Mr. Wright be appointed to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed Eailway 
from Byrock to Brewarrina.” J

The motion was seconded by Mr. Earnell, and passed.
Mr. Hassall’s notice of motion for the appointment of a Sectional Committee with reference to

the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble, was postponed. ■
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Eiver.
Alexander Brown Portus, Superintending Engineer of Dredges, Department of Public Works, 

and Erancis Clarke, Esq., M.P., were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 15th Eebruary.

TUESDAY, 15 FEBRUARY, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,

‘The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed,
40—M

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq., • 
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The
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The Secretary read the following correspondence:— _ _ _
Letter from Mr. J. W. Hill, Parramatta, with reference to his evidence in the Committee’s inquiry 

respecting the proposed Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Railway to Dural.
The correspondence was received.
The following accounts were passed for payment:— £ s. d.

Daily Telegraph Newspaper Co., Ltd.—Advertising.............................................. 1 10 0
S. Bennett (Evening News)—Advertising ... ... ... ... ... ... 12 6

Total ......................................................... £2 12 G
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Railway 

to Dural.
Mr. Parnell moved,—“That the Committee proceed'to consider the evidence on the proposed 

Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Railway to Dural, with a view to reporting on the subject to 
the Legislative Assembly.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Hassall, and passed.
Mr. Parnell moved,—“ That in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient that the proposed 

Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Railway to Dural, as referred to the Committee by the 
Legislative Assembly, be carried out.” _ _ _

The motion was seconded by Mr. Clarke, and negatived on the following division :—
Ayes, 5. 

Mr. O’Connor, 
Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Fegan, 
Mr. Farnell.

Noes, 8.
Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Eoberts, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Hassall,
Mr. Black,
Mr. Wright.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 16 FEBRUART, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesest:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Prank Parnell, Esq.

■ The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,

- The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay River.
John McLaughlin, Esq., M.P.; Charles Edward Rennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands; 

Henry Spondly, Compiler, Government Statistician’s Office, Chief Secretary’s Department; and Henry 
Richard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Rivers Branch, Department of Public 
Works, were sworn, and examined. ' ' '

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 17 EEBRUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq..

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry. Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay River. 
John See, Esq., M.P., and Magnus Thompson, J.P., wrere sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

ERIDAY, 18 EEBRUARY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membebs Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq., '
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. The
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The Committee farther considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Eiver. '
James Bolton, shipwright, and Eichard Taplin, master mariner, were sworn, and examined.
Henry Eichard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Eivers Branch, Department 

of Public Works, was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at half-past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 22nd Eebruary.

TUESDAY, 22 FEBRUARY, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Pbesent :—
' ' The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, . Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
•The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq.,

Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from the Hon. Secretary, Cootamundra District Council, requesting that the Sectional 
Committee on the proposed Eailway from Koorawatha to Grenfell take evidence at Cootamundra 
in favour of a railway extension from Temora to Wyalong as against the proposed line from 
Koorawatha to Grenfell.

_ The Committee divided on the question,—“ That the letter be forwarded to the Sectional Committee, 
without comment.” -

Taree.

Ayes, 4.
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Eoberts, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Lee.

Noes, 4. 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Hassall, 
Mr. Black, 
Mr. Wright.

The numbers being equal, the Vice-Chairman gave his casting-vote with the “ Ayes.”
The following account was passed for payment

John Sands (Sydney Directory) ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £10 0
The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a Eailway from Maitland to

Eobert E. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Eoads, Department of Public 
Works, and Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 
were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 23 FEBRUARY, 1898. '
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Present :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., George Black^ Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting wrere read, and confirmed. '
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 

was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at half-past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m, on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 24 FEBRUARY, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Present :—
The Honi Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

Tho Hon. James Hoskins, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
• The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.

_ .Hugh McLachlan, Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners ; . William Henry Hall, Sub-editor of 
Statistical Year Books, Government Statistician’s Office; Henry Eichard Carleton, Principal Assistant 
Engineer, Harbours and Eivers Branch, Department of Public Works; and Charles Edward Eennie, 
Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

IBID AY,
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Lands

FRIDAY, 25 FEBRUARY, 1898. .
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.Gr., George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.' Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
Francis Clarke, Esq., M.P., and Joseph Witer Allworth, Acting Chief Surveyor, Department of 
were sworn, and examined. .
Tho Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 1st March.

TUESDAY, 1 MARGE, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 pun.

Membees Peesest :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq.,

Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read tho following correspondence

Letters from E. A. Wiseman and A. F. Hall, Newcastle, with reference to the proposed Eailway 
from Maitland to Taree.

Letter from the Council Clerk, Liverpool, with reference to the Committee’s Eeport upon the proposed 
Erection of Buildings at Eookwood for Infirm and Destitute Persons.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
John Harper, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Eailways, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 2 MARCH, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas-Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
Joseph Clarke, Inland Mail Clerk, Postal and Electric Telegraph Department; and Thomas Ehodes 

Firth, Engineer-in-Chief for Existing Lines, Department of Eailways, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 3 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 3 MAROH, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Frank Farnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
Thomas Ehodes Firth Engineer-in-Chief for Existing Lines, Department of Eailways, was sworn, 

and further examined.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

, . Eichard Cooke, Secretary, North Coast Steam Navigation Co. (Limited) ; Walter Alexander Smith,
District Engineer, Eoads Branch, Department of Public Works; and George Charles Teo, draftsman, 
Department of Mines, were sworn, and examined.

'The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at the Macleay Eiver.
Eichard Cooke, Secretary, North Coast Steam Navigation Co. (Limited), was sworn, and examined. 
The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

FRIDAY,



FRIDAY, 4 MARCH, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Frank Farnell
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The following accounts were passed for payment:—

J. Le Gay Brereton,—Eeading and correcting printer's proofs of evidence 
Australian Newspaper Co., Ltd. {Star)—Advertising........................

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 

Esq.

£ s. d. 
3 10 0 
0 16 0

Total ... ... ... ... ... ^64 6 0
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
Justin McSweeney, contractor and timber merchant, and Henry Chamberlaine Eussell, C.M.G., 

Government Astronomer, were sworn, and examined.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 

was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at the Macleay Eiver.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 

was sworn, and examined.
_ Mr. Lee (with concurrence) moved,—“ That Mr. Fegan be a member of the Sectional Committee 

appointed to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed Eailway from Byrock to 
Brewarrina.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Eoberts, and passed.
, Mr- Fegan (with concurrence) moved,—“That Mr. O’Connor be a member of the Sectional Com

mittee appointed to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed Eailwav from Byrock 
to Brewarrina.” “

The motion was seconded by Mr. Hassall, and passed.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, Sth March.

TUESDAY, 8 MARCH, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq , Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

» The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins, .
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq ,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letters from the Cootamundra District Council and the Barmedman Eailway League, with reference 
to the Committee’s inquiry respecting the proposed Eailway from Koorawatha to Grenfell. 

Memorandum from Pilot J. A. Jamieson, Macleay Eiver, to the Marine Board, Sydney, with reference 
to the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Eiver.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee fdrther considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
John Harper, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Eailways, was sworn, and further examined.
Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, was sworn, 

and examined.
The Committee adjourned at twenty minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following 

day .

WEDNESDAY, 9 MARCH, 1893. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq ,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq , 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The
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The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Eailway from 
Woolabra to Collarendabri.

Eobert E. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Eoads, Department of Public 
Works, and Henry Deane, Eugineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public 
Works, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

TRUEST)AY, 10 MAEGR, 189S. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membebs Peesest:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G-.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirned. 
The following accounts were passed for payment:—

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

Arthur Blenkin,—Shorthand-writer accompanying Sectional Committee on proposed 
Eailway from Koorawatha to Grenfell ... ... ... ... ... ...

S.-Bennett (jEVewMy Weics)—Advertising ... ... ... ... ... ...
UfoAk & Co. (Cumberland Free Press)—Advertising ... ... ... ... ...

£ s. d.

17 2 10 
0 15 0 
0 9 0

Total ... ......................................£18 6 10
Mr. Ewing, as Chairman of the Sectional Committee appointed to inspect, take evidence, and 

report with reference to the proposed Eailway from Koorawatha to Grenfell, brought up the Eeport of 
the Sectional Committee, and moved that it be received and printed with the evidence taken before the 
Sectional Committee.

The motion was agreed to, and the Eeport was read by the Secretary.
The Committee proceeded to consider their Eeport to the Legislative Assembly on the proposed 

Eailway from the Terminus of the Eosehill Eailway to Dural.
Clauses 1 to 12 were passed, and the further consideration of the Eeport was adjourned.
The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 11 MARCH, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

• The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Woolabra to Collarendabri.
John Harper, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Eailways, was sworn, and examined.
Mr. Black gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,'—“ That a 

Sectional Committee, consisting of Mr. Ewing, Mr. Trickett, Mr. Black, and Mr. Wright, be appointed 
to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree, and 
the proposed Harbour Works at the Manning Eiver.” ’

The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Monday, 14th March, 1898.

MOD DAY, 14 MARCH, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq ,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq.,
Henry Clarke, Esq., Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Telegram from the Sectional Committee appointed with reference to the proposed Eailway from 
Byrock to Brewarrina, reporting progress.

Letter
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Letter from Mr. John Hibberd, Gladstone, with reference to the proposed Harbour Works at 
Macleay River.

Letter from Mr. G. A. Munro, Hon. Secretary, Warren-Coonamble Railway League, with reference 
to the proposed Railway from Warren to Coonamble.

The correspondence was received.
The following accounts were passed for payment:—

£ s. d.
Daily Telegraph Newspaper Co. (Ltd.)—Advertising ... ... ... ... ... 0 18 0
W. G. Baumann—Expenses connected with Committee’s visit of inspection with 

reference to the proposed Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Railway to 
Dural ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 4 17 6

Total ............................................................£5 15 6
_ Mr. Hassall moved,—“ That a Sectional Committee, consisting of Mr. Ewing, Mr. Roberts, Mr. 

Lee, and Mr. Hassall, be appointed to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed 
Railway from Warren to Coonamble.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Trickett, and passed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Woolabra to Collarendabri.
Hugh McLachlan, Secretary to the Railway Commissioners ; Henry Chamberlaine Russell, C.M.G., 

Government Astronomer, and William Henry Hall, Sub-editor of Statistical Publications, Government 
Statistician’s Office, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Maitland to Taree.
Richard Atkinson Price, Esq., M.P., was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, the following day.

TUESDAY, 15 MABOR, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq , 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Woolabra to Collarendabri.
Charles Edward Rennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands ; George Charles Teo, Draftsman, 

Stock Branch, Department of Mines ; and Edward M'Carthy Allman, Assistant Engineer, Roads Branch, 
Department of Public Works, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Maitland to Taree.
George Charles Teo, Draftsman, Stock Branch, Department of Mines, was sworn, and further 

examined.
William Edwin Tunks, Clerk, Valuation Branch, Department of Public Works, was sworn, and 

examined. _
Richard Atkinson Price, Esq., M.P., was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing Harbour Works at Tweed

River.
Robert R. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Goads, Department of Public 

Works, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 16 MAEGR, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—-
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq , 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River.
Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, was 

sworn, and examined.
Mr. Trickett gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“ That a 

Sectional Committee, consisting of Mr. Eoberts, Mr. Trickett, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Hassall, be 
appointed to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed 
River.” 4

The Committee adjourned at 10 minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

TRUBSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 17 MARCH, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

’ _ Members Peesent :—
' Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.Gr., Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq.,
Henry Clarke, Esq., Erancis Augustas Wright, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver.
John Bede Kelly, Esq., M.P.; the Hon. Alexander Kethel, M.L.C.; and Bartholomew Martin 

Corrigan, ship-owner, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
Bartholomew Martin Corrigan, ship-owner, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following day.

REID AY, 18 MARCH, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Peesent :—
J5, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

Thomas Thomson Ewing 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The following account was passed for payment:—

John Le Gay Brereton—Eeading and correcting printers’ proofs of evidence ... £5 0 0
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver.

• Lawrence Tulloch, master of the steamer “Augusta”; John Pugh, master of the steamer 
“Wollumbin”; Eobert Langley, ship-owner; and the Hon. Samuel Charles, M.L.C., were sworn, and 
examined.

Mr. Trickett’s notice of motion for the appointment of a Sectional Committee with reference to the 
proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver, was, by consent, withdrawn.

t Mr- Trickett gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“ That a 
Sectional Committee, consisting of Mr. Trickett, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Black, be appointed to 
inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver.”

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Monday, 21st March, 1898.

MOJVHAY, 21 MARCH, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Present:—

The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, 
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Temporary Chairman.
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Eiver.
Erederick William Neitenstein, Comptroller-General of Prisons, Department of Justice, was sworn, 

and examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver.
Walter Scott Campbell, Chief Clerk, Department of Agriculture; Charles Edward Eennie, Chief 

Draftsman, Department of Lands; and Henry Spondly, Compiler, Government Statistician’s Office, Chief 
Secretary’s Department, were sw'orn, and examined.

Mr. Trickett’s notice of motion for the appointment of a Sectional Committee with reference to the 
proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver, was postponed.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, the following day.

TUESDAY, 22 MARCH, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Present :—
The Hon. Erederick Thomas 

The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Humphery, Yiee-Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Elsq.,
George Black, Esq.,

•Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Trank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed
The
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The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter from Major Neild, M.P., Commissioner on Charities for New South Wales, asking to he 
supplied, for personal perusal, in connection with his report to His Excellency the Governor, 
with copies of the evidence given by Mr. G. H. Greene, M.P., Mr. W. S. Suttor, and Mr. J. Q. 
Wood, m regard to the proposed Eailway from Koorawatha to Grenfell.

Mr. Trickett moved, “ That Major Neild be informed that copies of the evidence cannot be supplied, 
but that it may be perused by him at the Committee’s office.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Clarke, and passed.
Mr. Trickett moved,—“ That a Sectional Committee, consisting of Mr. Trickett, Mr. Clarke, Mr. 

Lee, and Mr. Black, be appointed to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed 
Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver.” 1 r

The motion was seconded by Mr. Wright, and passed.
The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing Harbour Works at Manning

Eiver.
Eobert E. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Eoads, Department of Public Works, 

was sworn, and examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
William Edwin Tunks, Clerk, Land Valuation Branch, Department of Public Works, was sworn, 

and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at 7 minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 23 MARCH, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesest:—■
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, ' Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Henry Clarke, Esq , Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Telegram from Mr. Ewing, Chairman of the Sectional Committee appointed with reference to the 
proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble, reporting progress.

The correspondence was received.
The following account was passed for payment:—■ £ s j

John Le Gay Brereton—Eeading and correcting printer’s proofs of evidence ... 1 0 0
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver.

„ . C®cil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, and George
Charles xeo,^ Draftsman, Stock Branch, Department of Mines, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following dav.

THURSDAY, 24 AIARCH, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—•
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

‘ The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
George Black, Esq ,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver. 
Samuel Boulden, master of the steamer “ Coraki,” was sworn, and examined”
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver. 
George Wallace Nicoll, steamship-owner, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

ERIDAY, 25 MARCH, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membebs Peesent :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq, 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver.
_ Thomas Eobert Allt, Managing Director, North Coast Steam Navigation Co. (Ltd.), and Captain 

erancis Hixson, B-.N., President, Marine Board, were sworn, and examined.

40—N Captain
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■ Captain John Jackson, Manager of Public Wharfs, made an affirmation, and was examined ; • Henry 
Spondly, Compiler, Grovernment Statistician’s Office, Chief Secretary’s Department, was sworn, and 
examined. •

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver.
Henry Spondly, Compiler, Grovernment Statistician’s Office, Chief Secretary’s Department, was 

sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Monday, 28th March.

MONDAY, 28 MARCH, 1898.
' The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :— . '

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.
. The Hon. James Hoskins, John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. '
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Woolabra to Collarendabri.
Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, 

was sworn, and further examined.
Charles McDonnell Stuart, Supervising Engineer, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of 

Public Works, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina.
Charles L. Shainwald, Inspector of Branches (Messrs. E. Eich & Co., Forwarding Agents), was 

sworn, and further examined. -
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, the following day.

TUESDAY, 29 MARCH, 1898.
The Committee-met at 2 p.m.

- . .. Membees Peesent :—

■ The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman. .
The Hon. James Hoskins, John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina.
Charles L. Shainwald, Inspector of Branches (Messrs. E. Eich & Co., Forwarding Agents), and 

John Harper, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Eailways, were sworn, and further examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver.
Henry Eichard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Eivers Branch, Department 

of Public Works, was sworn, and examined. 1
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 30 MARCH, 1898. .
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman, ■
The Hon. James Hoskins, John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Woolabra to Collarendabri.
Edward MacCarthy Allman, Assistant Engineer, Eoads Branch, Department of Public Works, 

was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver. . .. 
Charles Edward Bennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing Harbour Works at Bellinger

Eiver.
Eobert E. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and'Commissioner for Eoads, and Cecil West Darley, 

Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, were sworn, and examined.
. The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day. -

THURSDAY,
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' -THURSDAY, 31 MARCH, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

• Mehbees Pkesekt :—

: The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Yice-Chairman.
The Hon; James Hoskins, John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
The. Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Francis Augustus Yfright, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour "Works at Bellinger River.
Charles Edward Rennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands ; Thomas Ratcliffe, Pilot, Bellinger 

River ; Henry Spondly, Compiler, Government Statistician’s Office, Chief Secretary’s Department; William 
Sydney Preddey, Timber Merchant; and George Charles Yeo, Draftsman, Stock Branch, Department of 
Mines, were sworn, and examined.
. The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

-n ......................... FRIDAY, 1 APRIL, 1898. ;
' The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent:— '

. ■ - The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Yice-Chairman. r
The Hon. James Hoskins, John Lionel Fegari, Esq.,

' The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—• -
Telegrams from the Sectional Committees appointed with reference to the proposed Railway from 

Warren to Coonamble, and the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River, reporting progress.
The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River.
Robert Craig, Managing Director, Tweed River Creamery Butter Company, was sworn, and examined. 
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger River.
George De Fraine, Timber Merchant, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning River.
George Walters, General Manager, Australasian Timber Company, was sworn, and examined.

_ Mr. Fegan gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee:—“That the 
Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed Railway from Koorawatha to Grenfell, with 
a view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.”

The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 5th April. .

TUESDAY, 5 APRIL, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent

The Honorable Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
_ Mr. Lee, as Chairman of the Sectional Committee appointed to inspect, take evidence, and report 
noth reference to the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River, brought up the Report of the Sectional 
Committee, and moved that it be received, and printed with the minutes of evidence taken before the 
Sectional Committee. ' ' .

The motion was seconded by Mr. Trickett, and passed. '
Mr. Humphery, as Chairman of the Sectional Committee appointed to inspect, take evidence, and 

report with reference to the proposed Railway from Byrock to Brewarrina. brought up the Report of the 
Sectional Committee, and moved that it be received, and printed with the minutes of evidence taken 
before the Sectional Committee. •

The motion was seconded by Mr. Fegan, and passed. ■
The reports were read by the Secretary.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger River.
William Alexander Manning, solicitor, and Thomas Stewart, formerly pilot, Bellinger River, were . 

sworn, and examined. _
The Committee, .adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, 6 APRIL, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
Greorge Black, Esq.,

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,“ __ _ —------ O'"

Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The following accounts were passed for payment:—

Australian Newspaper Co. (Star)—Advertising ... ... ... ..
William Robert Baker {Tweed and Brunswick Advocate)—Advertising ..
J. Le Gay Brereton—Reading and correcting printer’s proofs of evidence..
R. R. Carrington, Shorthand-writer accompanying Sectional Committee

proposed Railway from Byrock to Brewarrina ... .............. - ..
Edward Downey, Shorthand-writer accompanying Sectional Committee 

proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River ....................................

Total ... ... ... ..
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger River.
John See, Esq., M.P., John McLaughlin, Esq., M.P., and Louis Paulsen, master of ss. “Roscdale,” 

were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

£ s. d.
... 0 16 0

0 4 9
« • • 1 15 0

the
1G 7 4

the
17 2 7

£36 5 8

THURSDAY, 7 APRIL, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. Janies Hoskins, "
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, ___ o_

Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.

_ The Committee further considered their Report to the Legislative Assembly on the proposed 
Railway from the Terminus of the Rosehill Railway to Dural.

Clause 13. Proposed purchase of the Rosehill Railway.
The clause was considered, and the further consideration of it adjourned.

Pegan moved,—“ That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed 
Railway from Koorawatha to Grenfell, with a view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative 
Assembly.” °

The motion was seconded by Mr. O’Connor, and passed.
hfr. Eegan moved,—“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient the proposed Railway 

irom Koorawatha to Grenfell, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out.” 
Mr. Clarke seconded the motion. ’
The debate was adjourned.
Mr. Lee gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee:—“That the 

Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River, with a 
view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.”

The Committee adjourned at a quarter past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 12th April.

TUESDAY, 12 APRIL, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed
The following accounts were passed for payment:—

Daily Teleyraph—Advertising ... ... .............. .,
S. Bennett {Evening News)—Advertising ... ... ..

Total .. ... ... .. ...

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq ,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

£ s. 
0 19 
0 15

d.
0
0

£1 14 0
The
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The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Biver.
Patrick Hogan was sworn, and examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Koorawatha to G-renfell.
The adjourned debate upon Mr. Pegan’s motion,—“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is 

expedient the proposed Eailway from Koorawatha to Grenfell, as referred to the Committee by the 
Legislative Assembly, be carried out,”—was resumed.

The motion was passed.
The Committee further considered their Eeport to the Legislative Assembly on the proposed 

Eailway from the terminus of the Eosehill railway to Dural.
The consideration of Clause 13—Proposed purchase of the Eosehill railway—was resumed.
Mr. Parnell moved,—“ That if the Eosehill Eailway from Clyde to Carlingford, including the branch 

line to the Parramatta Eiver, the timber wharf at the terminating point of the branch line, with the 
loading appliances upon it, the turntable, all land, and station, platform, and siding accommodation, and 
everything else provided or carried out in connection with the railway under Bennett’s and Simpson’s 
Eailway Acts, can be purchased by the Government for a sum not exceeding £20,000, the Committee 
recommend that the purchase be made.” '

The motion was seconded by Mr. Hoskins, and passed on the following division:—■
Ayes, 9. 

Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Roberts, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Eegan,
Mr. Farnell.

Noes, 2.
Mr. Black, 
Mr. Wright.

The further consideration of the clause was adjourned.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 13 APRIL, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Pbesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Pegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Parnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered their Eeport to the Legislative Assembly on the proposed 

Eailway from the terminus of the Eosehill Eailway to Dural.
The consideration of Clause 13—Proposed purchase of the Eosehill Eailway—was resumed.
The clause was passed, the Eeport was adopted, and the Chairman was authorised to sign it for 

presentation to the Legislative Assembly.
The Committee proceeded to consider their Eeport to the Legislative Assembly on the proposed 

Eailway from Koorawatha to Grenfell. * *
The Eeport was adopted, and the Chairman was authorised to sign it for presentation to the 

Legislative Assembly.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver.
Mr. Lee moved,—“ That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed Harbour 

Works at Tweed Eiver, with a view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.”
The motion was seconded by Mr. Black, and passed.

_ _ Mr. Lee gave notice that he would move, at the next meeting of the Committee,—“ That, in the 
opinion of the Committee, it is expedient that the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver, as referred 
to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out.” *

The Committee adjourned at twenty minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following 
day. _________________  ________ ‘

THURSDAY, 14 APRIL, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,' 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Pegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The
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The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing Harbour Works at Nambucca
Eiver.

Eobert E. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Eoads, and Cecil West Harley, 
Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, were sworn, and examined.

. Mr. Lee’s notice of motion with reference to the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver was 
postponed.

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until half-past 10 o’clock a.m. on Friday, the following day.

FRIDAY, 15 APRIL, 189S. 
The Committee met at 10'30 a.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
- Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Thq Hon.-Frederick Thomas Humphery, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq ,
The Hon. James Hoskins, John Lionel Fegan, Esq., '
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.Gr., Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Henry Clarke, Esq., Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina.
William Sawers, grazier, was sworn, and further examined.
William Dickson, pastoralist, and William Nicholas Willis, Esq., M.P., were sworn, and examined. 
The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 1, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 19th April.

TUFSDAY, 19 APRIL, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peeseet:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq., - 
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,.
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina.
Francis William Bacon, grazier, was sworn, and further examined.
Eichard Eandolph Machattio, stock and station agent, Brewarrina, was sworn, and examined.
Mr. Black’s notice of motion with reference to the appointment of a Sectional Committee on the 

proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree, and the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver, was 
withdrawn.

Mr. Fegan gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee:—“ That a 
Sectional Committee, consisting of Mr. Ewing, Mr. Eoberts, Mr. Fegan, and Mr. Hassall, be appointed to 
inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga, and 
the proposed Eailway from Woolabra to Collarendabri.”

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 20 APRIL, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq., '

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The following accounts were passed for payment:—

Moody-and Macdonald {Goonanible Independent)—Advertising... ... ...
J. Le Gay Brereton, Heading and correcting printer’s proofs of evidence taken 

before the Committee ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

Charles Alfred Leo, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

£ s. d. 
0 11 0

3 0 0

Total ................................................ 3 11 0
Mr. Ewing, as Chairman of the Sectional Committee appointed to inspect, take evidence, and 

report with reference to the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble, brought up the Eeport of the 
Sectional Committee, and moved that it be received, and printed with the Minutes of Evidence taken 
before the Sectional Committee.

. The motion was agreed to. The
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The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Eiver.
John McLaughlin, Esq., M.P., and Patrick Hogan, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver. 
Erederick Thomas Matthews was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 21 APRIL, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, -
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble.
The Eeport of the Sectional Committee was read by the Secretary.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver.
Mr. Lee moved,—“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient that the proposed 

Harbour Works at Tweed Eicer, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried 
out.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Trickett, and passed on the following division:— ■
Ayes, 12. Noes, 1.

Mr. Ewing, Mr. Humpliery.
Mr. Hoskins,

. * Mr. Eoberts,
Mr. Trickett,
Mr. O’Connor,
Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Tee,
Mr. Fegan,
Mr. Hassall,
Mr. Black,
Mr. Wright,
Mr. Farnell.

Mr. Eoberts gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“ That the 
Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble, with a 
view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.”

The Committee adjourned at twenty-five minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following
day.

FRIDAY, 22 APRIL, 1898.

The Committee met at 2 p.m.
Membees Peesent:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble.
Alexander Wilson was sworn, and examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Eiver.
Charles Edward Bennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands ; George Charles Teo, Draftsman, 

Stock Branch, Department of Mines; and Henry Spondly, Compiler, Government Statistician’s Office, 
Chief Secretary’s Department, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Eiver.
Oscar Eowe was sworn, and examined.

. Mr. C. J. Eoberts moved,—“That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed 
Eailway from Warren to Coonamble, with a view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Hassall, and passed.
Mr. C. J. Eoberts gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“ That, 

in the opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient that the proposed Eailway from Warren to 
Coonamble, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out; but the Committee 
recommend that a survey be made of a route for a Eailway from Dubbo to Coonamble, as shown 
approximately on the sketch accompanying the Sectional Committee’s Eeport.”

.Mr. Humphery gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“ That the 
Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina, with a 
view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.” The
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The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
Mr. Pegan moved,—“That a Sectional Committee, consisting of Mr. Ewing, Mr. Eoberts, Mr. 

Fegan, and Mr. Hassall, be appointed to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed 
Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga, and the proposed Eailway from Woolabra to Collarendabri.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Eoberts, and passed.
The Committee adjourned at twenty-five minutes to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 26th April.

TUESDAY, 26 APRIL, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery,
The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.Gr.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. 
The following accounts were passed for payment:—

John Fairfax and Sons {S. M. Herald)—Advertising 
Gr. W. Eeynolds (Rurrangong Argus)—Advertising

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

£ s. d. 
3 8 0 
0 13 G

Total ... ... ... ... ... £4 1 6
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble.
Mr. C. J. Eoberts moved,—“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient that the 

proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, 
be carried out; but they recommend that a survey be made of a route for a Eailway from Dubbo to 
Coonamble as shown approximately on the sketch accompanying the Sectional Committee’s Eeport.”

Mr. Hassall seconded the motion.
Mr. Tiickett moved,—“That the motion be amended by the omission of all the words after the 

word 1 out.’ ”
The amendment was negatived on the following division :—

Ayes, 4. Noes, 7.
Mr. Ewing, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Lee.

Mr. Humpliery, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Eoberts, 
Mr. Fegan,
Mr. Black,
Mr. Wright, 
Mr. Farnell.

The motion was then passed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina.
Mr. Humphery moved,—“That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed 

Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina, with a view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.”
The motion was seconded by Mr. Fegan, and passed.
Mr. Humphery moved,—“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient that the proposed • 

Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be 
carried out, provided that it be made legally binding upon the Crown lessees in the district served by the 
railway to pay, until the railway shall become self-supporting, one farthing per acre rent additional to 
their present or ordinary assessment, such additional rent to be credited to the Eailway Commissioners.”

Mr. Fegan seconded the motion.
The debate was adjourned until Tuesday, 10th May.
The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 27 APRIL, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent -.—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

Frank Farnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The Committee proceeded to consider their Eeport to the Legislative Assembly on the proposed 

Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver.
The Eeport was adopted, and the Chairman was authorised to sign it for presentation to the 

Legislative Assembly.
The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing Harbour Woiks at Hastings 

Eiver. _
Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, was sworn, 

and examined. .
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

“ ' ' THURS DAI,
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THURSDAY, 28 APRIL, 1893.
The Committee met at 2 p m.

. Membebs Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq , Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humpherr, | Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, v Charles Alfred Lee,’ Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., John Lionel Fegan, Esq , '
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq.,

. The Hon- Daniel O’Connor, Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Letter from the Hon. G. H. Cox, M.L.C., enclosing a memorial from residents of Leadville and its 
vicinity, in support of a railway from Mudgee to Coonamble.

The letter was received.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Eiver.
Prancis Clarke, Esq., M.P., and Charles Edward liennie, Chief Draftsman, Deparment of Dands 

were sworn, and examined. J
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, 
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

FRIDAY, 29 APRIL, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membebs Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq,, 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq..

Frank Farnell, Esq 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The following accounts were passed for payment:—

W. Drake, Shorthand writer accompanying Sectional Committee on proposed 
Eailway from Warren to Coonamble ... ... ... ... ’

John Brush & Co., Office requisites... ... ... ... ... ... '
£ s. d. 
36 8 0 
16 0

Total ................................... £37 13 0
The Committee proceeded to consider their Eeport to the Legislative Assembly on the proposed 

Eailway from Warren to Coonamble.
t . . The Eeport was adopted and the Chairman was authorised to sign it for presentation to the 
Legislative Assembly.

. Mr. Clarke gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee —“ That Mr. 
Trickett, Mr. Black, and Mr. Farnell, be appointed a Sectional Committe to inspect, take evidence, and 
report with reference to the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Eiver, and the proposed Harbour 
Works at Manning Eiver.”

The Committee adjourned at 3 o clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 3rd May.

TUESDAY, 3 MAY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, •
Henry Clarke, Esq., .

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. 
The following accounts were passed for payment:—■

W. B. Howarth (“ Grenfell Eecord ”)—Advertising ...
J. E. M‘Williatn & Son (“ Coonamble Times ”)—Advertising 
W. H. Perry (“ Brewarrina Times ”)—Advertising ...

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Es 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

s. d. 
6 0 

12 0 
5 6

Total................................... £13 6
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Eiver.

_ Harold Kingland, master of the schooner “ Empress of India,” and Henry Eichard Carleton 
Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Bivers Branch, Department of Public Works, were sworn 
and examined. ’ i
i The Committee adjourned at 4 o clock, until 2 o’clock p.m, on Wednesday, the following day.

*40—0 WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, 4 MAY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Yice-Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G., Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. 'William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.,
Henry Clarke, Esq., Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Eiver.
William John M‘Donnell, accountant, and Louis Paulson, master of the steamer “Eosedale,’ 

were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 5 MAY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent:—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G., Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, George Black, Esq.,
Henry Clarke, Esq., Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

Frank Farnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:— . .

Telegram from the Sectional Committee appointed with reference to the proposed Eailway from 
Harrabri to Pilliga, and the proposed Bailway from Woolabra to Collarendabri, reporting
progress.

Letter from Mr. F. Clarke, M.P., with statistical information relating to the municipal district of 
the Hastings Biver, and a copy of resolutions passed at Kempsey with regard to railway exten
sion to that place.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Biver.
William Henry John Slee, Chief Inspector of Mines, Department of Mines, was sworn, and 

examined.
Mr. Clarke’s notice of motion for the appointment of a Sectional Committee with reference to the 

proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Biver, and the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Biver, was 
withdrawn. .

The Committee adjourned at half-past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

FRIDAY, G MAY, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent:—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Yice-Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Frank Farnell, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—■

Telegram from the Sectional Committee appointed with reference to the proposed Eailway from 
Narrabri to Pilliga, aud the proposed Bailway from Woolabra to Collarendabri, reporting 
progress.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Biver.
Alderman Francis Buckle, steam-tug proprietor, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Biver.
Alderman Francis Buckle, steam-tug proprietor, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.
Alderman Francis Buckle, steam-tug proprietor, was sworn, and examined. .
The Committee adjourned at 4,o’clock until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 10th May.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 10 MAY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Yice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoherts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,

Henry Clarke, Escp, 
Charles Alfred Dee, Esq., 
George Black, Esq., 
Erank Farnell, Esq. "

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Telegram from the Sectional Committee appointed with reference to the proposed Eailway from 
Narrabri to Pilliga, and the proposed Eailway from Woolabra to Collarendabri, reporting 
progress.

The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at'Hastings Eiver.
John Lowrie Euthven, civil engineer; George Charles Yeo, draftsman, Stock Branch, Department 

of Mines; and Eeginald M‘Eae Mitchell, clerk, Government Statistician’s Office, Chief Secretary’s 
Department, were sworn, and examined.

The resumption of the adjourned debate on Mr. Humphery’s motion with reference to the 
proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina, was postponed.

The Committee adjourned at 4 oclock until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 11 MAY, 1898. 
The Committee, met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Yice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O'Connor,

Frank Farnell, Esq.

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq ,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Eiver.
John See, Esq., M.P., was sworn, and examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Eiver.
Henry Eichard Carleton, Principal, Assistant Engineer,. Harbours and Eivers Branch, Department 

of Public Works,Was swmrn, and further examined.
' Mr.'Lee gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“That Mr. 

Ewing, Mr. Eoberts, Mr. Trickett, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Lee and Mr. Farnell be appointed a Sectional 
Committee to inspect, take evidence,.and report with reference to the proposed Harbour Works at the 
Bellinger, Nambucca, and Macleay Eivers.”

The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day. .

THURSDAY, 12 MAY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Members Present :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, Henry Clarke, Esq., ^
The Hon. Charles Jp.mes Eoberts, C.M.G., Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, George Black, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Francis Augustus VVright, Esq.,

Frank Farnell, Esq. -
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and. confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Telegram from Mr. J. A. Martin, President of the Progress Committee, Mungindi, requesting that 
the Sectional Committee appointed with reference to the proposed Bailwa}r from Woolabra to 
Collarendabri be asked to inquire, into the advisableness of a railway extension from Moree to
Mungindi. _ _

Telegram from the Sectional Committee appointed with reference to the proposed Eailway from 
Narrabri to Pilliga and the proposed Bailwmy from. Woolabra to Collarendabri, reporting progress. 

The correspondence was received, and it was decided that a copy of the telegram from Mungindi 
be forwarded to the Sectional Committee. .

Mr. Lee moved,—“ That Mr. Ewing, Mr. Eoberts, Mr. Trickett, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Lee, and Mr. 
Farnell be appointed a Sectional Committee to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the 
proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger, Nambucca, and Blacleay Eivers.” .

The motion was seconded by Mr. Eoberts, and passed. _
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Eiver,
Y7alter Shellshear, Divisional Engineer, Department of Eailways, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Eiver.
Louis Paulson, master of the steamer “ Eosedale,” was sworn, and examined. .
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

ERID AY,
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FRIDAY, 13 MAY, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Yice-Chairman

The Hon. James Hoskins,
The Hon. Charles James Eoherts, C.M.G.,
The Hon. "William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, i

Prank Parnell,

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 

Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The following account was passed for payment:—

W. A. Holman (Grenfell Vedette),—Advertising ... ... ... ... ...
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver. 
Charles Macleay Boyce, solicitor, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 4, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 17th May.

£0 6 9

TUFSDAY, VI MAY, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent

The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, Yice-Chairman.
James Hoskins,
Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,
William Joseph Trickett,
Daniel O’Connor,

' . Prank Parnell,

Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., 
George Black, Esq.,
Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq., 

Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Telegram from the Sectional Committee appointed with reference to the proposed Eailway from 
' Narrabri to Pilliga, and the proposed Eailway from Woolabra to Collarendabri, reporting

progress.
The correspondence was received.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Eiver.
Henry Eichard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Eivers Branch, Department 

of Public AVorks, was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver.
Henry Eichard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Eivers Branch, Department 

of Public Works, was sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day.

WEDNESDAY, 18 MAY, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Yice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, | The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
The Hon. AVllliam Joseph Trickett, | George Black, Esq.,

Prancis Augustus AYright, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Eiver.
Henry Eichard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Rivers Branch, Department 

of Public Works, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at a quarter past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 19 MAY, 1898. 
The Committee met at 2 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, John Lionel Pegan, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, George Black, Esq.,

Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq.
The minutes?of.the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
Mr. Ewing, as Chairman of the Sectional Committee appointed to inspect, take evidence, and 

report with reference to the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga, brought up the Eeport of the 
Sectional Committee, and moved that it be received, and printed with the Minutes of Evidence taken 
before the Sectional Committee.

The motion was agreed to. The '
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The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from "Woolabra to Collarendabri.
Mr. Ewing, as Chairman of the Sectional Committee appointed to inspect, take evidence, and 

report with reference to the proposed Eailway from "Woolabra to Collarendabri, brought up the Eeport 
of the Sectional Committee, and moved that it be received, and printed with the Minutes of Evidence 
taken before the Sectional Committee. -

The motion was agreed to.
The Eeports were read by the Secretary.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.
Henry Eichard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Eivers Branch, Department 

of Public Works, was sworn, and examined.
Mr. Black moved,—“ That the Committee inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the 

proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree, and the proposed Harbour Works at the Manning and 
Hastings Eivers.” ,

The motion was seconded by Mr. Hassall, and passed.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Friday, the following day.

• FRIDAY, 20 MAT, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery, John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
The Hon. James Hoskins, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, George Black, Esq.,

Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting wrere read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Telegram from the Sectional Committee appointed with reference to the proposed Harbour Works at 
the Bellinger, Nambucca, and Macleay Eivers, reporting progress.

The correspondence was received.'
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
Henry Deane, Eugineer-in-Chief, Eailway Construction. Branch, Department of Public Works ; 

John Harper, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Eailways, and Charles Edward Eennie, Chief 
Draftsman; Department of Lands, were sworn, and further examined.

. The Committee adjourned at 10 minutes past 3, until 9 o’clock a.m. on Saturday, the following 
day, at the Eedfern Eailway Station.

SATURDAY, 21 MAY, 1898.
The Committee met at the Eedfern Eailway Station, at 9 a.m., and proceeded by train to Newcastle.

Membees Peesent :—
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., Temporary Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., • George Black, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The following accounts were passed for payment:—

G. Y. Mocatta—Travelling expenses accompanying the Sectional Committee 
appointed with reference to the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina

H. Green & Co. (fVarren HeraW)—Advertising ... ... ... ... ...

£ s. d.

3 0 0 
0 7 0

Total.............................................. £3 7 0
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree, and the proposed 

Harbour Works at the Manning and Hastings Eivers, and arranged the order of their future proceedings. 
The Committee adjourned at half-past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Monday, 23rd May.

MONDAY, 23 MAY, 1898.
The Committee met at the Chamber of Commerce, Newcastle, at 2 p.m.

Membebs Peesent:—
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq., Temporary Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., George Black, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. ”
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
The Honorable Alexander Brown, M.L.C., William Lowe Kidd, Mayor of Newcastle, and Alfred 

Francis Hall, civil engineer and licensed surveyor, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 4, until half-past 8 o'clock a.m., on Tuesday, the 

following day.

TUFSDAY,
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TUESDAY, 24 MAY, 1898.
The Committee met at the “ Great Northern Hotel,” Newcastle, at 8'30 a.m.

' Members Present:—
Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq., Temporary Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Pegan, Esq., George Black, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. _
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree, and adjourned 

until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following day, at West Maitland.

WEDNESDAY, 25 MAY, 1898.
The Committee met at the Municipal Council Chambers, West Maitland, at 2 p.m.

Members Present :—
Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq., Temporary Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, 
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,

Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.. 
George Black, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree. _
Alexander Wilkinson, Mayor of West Maitland; Carl Frederick Soiling, solicitor; Oliver Kay 

Young, auctioneer; Eichard Windeyer Thompson, solicitor; William Hope Mackay, grazier; Christopher 
Eipper, editor, Maitland Mercury; Henry O Sullivan White, licensed surveyor; and John Eourke, 
manufacturer and importer, were sworn, and examined.

day, at

dClUrcr illiu Iiiijjunri, »cie owuiiJ, <iuu. o.A.ai.uiiicu.. ,
The Committee adjourned at twenty minutes past ^ until 2 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, the following 

, East Maitland.

THURSDAY, 2G MAY, 18f8.
The Committee met at the Municipal Council Chambers, East Maitland, at 2 p.m.

Members Present :—
Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq., Temporary Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., .
John Lionel Pegan, Esq., George Black, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. _
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree. _
George Thomas Chambers, solicitor and ex-Mayor of East Maitland, was sworn, and examined. 
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock until 'll o’clock a.m., on Friday, the following day, at 

Paterson.

FRIDAY, 27 MAY, 1898.
The Committee met at the “ Court-house Hotel,” Paterson, at 11 30 a.m.

Members Present: —
Prancis Augustus AYright, Esq., Temporary Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Pegan, Esq. George Black, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read-, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
Theophilus Cooper, pastoralist; Ebenezer Doust, cx-postmaster; and Edward John Cann, 

storekeeper, were sworn, and examined. ,
The Committee adjourned at half-past 12, until 10 o’clock a.m., on Saturday, the following day, at 

Dungog.

SATURDAY, 28 MAY, 1893.
The Committee met at the Municipal Council Chambers, Dungog, at 10 a.m.

Members Present :—
Prancis Augustus AYright, Esq., Temporary Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, I Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq. J George Black, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
George Studdert AYaller, grazier; Thomas Bandies AVhitehouse, hospital wardsman; ^Thomas 

Irwin, farmer and grazier; Joseph Abbott, Mayor of Dungog; AValter Bennett, journalist; Frederick 
Augustus Hooke, grazier ; Edward Piper, storekeeper ; Samuel Stanley Kingston, farmer ; AVilliam Orr 
Skillon, manager, Dungog Butter Factory ; and John Alexander Jones, alderman of Dungog, were sworn, 
and examined.

The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 5, until 2 o’clock p.m., on Monday, 80 May, at Stroud.
" MONDAY,
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MONBAT, 30 MAY, 1898. '
The Committee met at the Court-house, Stroud, at 3 p.m.

Membees Peesent:—
. Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq., Temporary Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, I Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Pegan, Esq., | George Black, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.

.. , Charles M'Donnell Stuart, Supervising Engineer, Eailway Construction Branch, Department of
Public Works ; Charles Percy Thomas, solicitor; Gordon Launcelot Andrews, bank manager, Bank of 
Australasia; James MTntyre, storekeeper; Andrew M‘Neill, butcher ; Thomas Sydney Magna, post and 
telegraph assistant; and Charles Westley Cripps, Clerk of Petty Sessions and Crown Lands Agent, were 
sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at 20 minutes to 5, until half-past 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, the 
following day, at Gloucester.

. TUESDAY, 31 MAY, 1898.
The Committee met at “ Costin’s Hotel,” Gloucester, at 2 p.m,

Membees Peesent:—
Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq., Temporary Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Pegan, Esq., George Black, Esq.

• The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The following account was passed for payment:— . _ ' £ s. d.

Arthur Blenkin,- Shorthand-writer accompanying Sectional Committee on proposed 
Eailway from Karrabri to Pilliga, and proposed Eailway from Woolabra to 
Collarendabri ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ••• ••• 35 2 6

The .Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree. ,
Alexander Laurie, Esq., grazier,.Eawdon Yale ; Eue Bergin, surveyor, Department of Lands; John 

Notley, creamery proprietor, Barrington Eiver ; Angus Benlon, farmer, Barrington ; and Norman Bell, 
farmer, Barrington, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at ten minutes to 5, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the following 
day, at Krambach. ___________________________

WEDNESDAY, 1 JUNE, 1898.
The Committee met at the “ Commercial Hotel,” Krambach, at 2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
. Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq., Temporary Chairman. •

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Pegan, Esq., George Black, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.

' John James Gallagher, hotel proprietor; and James William Gossip, farmer, were sworn, and 
examined.

The Committee adjourned at 3 o’clock, until 10 o’clock a.m. on Thursday, the following day, at Taree.

THURSDAY, 2 JUNE, 1898.
The Committee met at the Court-house, Taree, at 11 a.m.

Membebs Peesent :—
Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq., Temporary Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Pegan, Esq., George Black, Esq.]

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The following account was passed for payment:— _ ...

Charles Lyne—Expenses as Secretary accompanying Committee in their inquiry £ s. d. 
respecting the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree, and the proposed 
Harbour Works at Manning and Hastings Eivers ... ... ... ... 16 10 0

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree. _
John Thomson, Mayor of Taree ; Ernest Erederick Meares, bank manager; Henry Winter Plett, 

grazier ; Peter A. Muscil, farmer ; and Thomas Burnhal Boyce, journalist, were sworn, and examined. 
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver.
John Thomson, Mayor of Taree ; George Eicketts, master mariner and local manager, North 

Coast Steam Navigation Company; and Thomas West Dugdale, storekeeper, were sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at a quarter to 5, until half-past 10 o’clock'a.m. onPriday, the following 

day, at Cundletown.
FRIDAY,



690

106

' FRIDAY, 3 JUNE, 1S98.
The Committee met at the School of Arts, Cundletown, at 10'30 a.m.

' . Members Present:—7
Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq., Temporary Chairman; '

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, j Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Pegan, Esq. | George Black, Esq.

The minutes .of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
Eohert Cox, J.P.; James Levick, builder; Henry John Cornish, dispenser of medicine; James 

Collins, farmer; William George Everingham Smith, farmer; and Moritz Ahronsen, were sworn, and 
examined.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver.
William Mills, boatman, was sworn, and examined.

The Committee met at “ McCartney's Hotel,” CroTci, at 3 p.m.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver.
George Allan, farmer, Ezra Perrett, farmer, Edward Albert Sheather, fisherman, William Henry 

Shoesmith, farmer and oyster-getter, and William John Henry, manager, Lower Manning Dairying 
Company, were sworn, and examined. ”

• The Committee adjourned at half-past 4, until 11 o’clock a.m. on Saturday, the following day, at 
Harrington.

SATURDAY, 4 JUNE, 1898. .
The Committee met at Taree at 9 a.m., and in pursuance of their inquiry with reference to the 

proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver, and accompanied by Mr. H. D. Walsh, District Engineer, 
Harbour and Eivers Branch, Department of Public Works, proceeded by steamer to Harrington, where 
they inspected the portions of the north training-wall and breakwater partly constructed, and examined * 
the entrance to the river, the position of the bar, and the sites for the further works proposed.

At 2 p.m. the Committee met at the Assembly Hall, Harrington.
- Members present:—

Prancis Augustus Wright, Esq., Temporary Chairman.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Pegan, Esq. George Black, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Secretary read the following correspondence:—

Letter from the Tinder Secretary, Department of Public Works, with minute from the Engineer-in
Chief for Public Works, in reference to the proposed Locking of the river Darling.

The correspondence was received.
The following accounts were passed for payment:— £ s. d.

Tucker, Thompson, and Eipper (AfoiV/anff Afercwry)—Advertising ,,, ... ... 0 8 0
W. J. Walton {Narrabri Age)—Advertising ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 9 0

Total ........................ £0 17 0
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver.
Henry Deane Walsh, District Engineer, Harbours and Eivers Branch, Department of Public 

Works, William Scott Murray, pilot, William Charles Beading, civil engineer and manager for the 
contractor for the Manning Eiver Harbour Works, James Martin Kerken, master of the steam tug 
“ John Gollan,” Eeuben Eichards, farmer and grazier, and Alexander Newton, master mariner, were sworn, 
and examined.

. The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until half-past 10 o’clock a.m. on Monday, 6th June, at 
Tinonee.

MONDAY, 6 JUNE, 1898.
The Committee met at the Temperance Hall, Tinonee, at 11 a.m.

Members Present :—
Prancis Augustus' Wright, Esq., Temporary Chairman.

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., John Lionel Pegan, Esq.,
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,

George Black, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed railway from Maitland to Taree.
Patrick Gollan, retired shipbuilder, and William Smith, saw-mill proprietor and secretary of the 

Tinonee Progress Committee, were sworn, and examined.
The
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The Committee met at the Court-house, Wingham, at 2'ZOp.m. ■
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
Henry Joslihg Hammond, storekeeper ; William Wallace Stewart, contractor ; William Fothering- 

ham, Mayor of Wingham ; Andrew Peter G-illoghy, farmer, and John Abbott, farmer, were sworn, and 
examined.

The Committee adjourned at a quarter-past 4, until 9 o’clock a.m. on Tuesday, the following day, 
at Taree.

• TUESDAY, 7 JUNE, 1898.
The Committee met at Taree at 9 a.m. .

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, I Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., • | George Black, Esq.,

Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee, accompanied by Mr. H. D. Walsh, District Engineer, Harbours and Eivers 

Branch, Department of Public Works, then proceeded by steamer to Harrington where, with reference 
to the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver, they further inspected the portions of the north 
training-wall and breakwater partly constructed, and the sites for the additional works proposed, 
and visited the quarry at Crowdy Head from which the stone used in the construction of the training- 
wall and breakwater is obtained.

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
Henry Deane Walsh, District Engineer, Harbours and Eivers Branch, Department of Public 

Works, was sworn, and examined.
' The Committee adjourned at 7 p.m., until half-past 10 a.m. on Wednesday, the following day, 

at Coopernook.

WEDNESDAY, 8 JUNE, 1898.
The Committee met at Coopernook at half-past 10 a.m., and at half-past 7 p.m. at Kew.

Members Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman. ■
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, j Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., j George Black, Esq.,

Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree and the proposed 

Harbour Works at Manning Eiver.
, The Committee adjourned at 8 o’clock p.m., until 10 o’clock am. on Thursday, the following day.

THURSDAY, 9 JUNE, 1898.
The Committee met at the “Eoyal Hotel,” Kew, at 10 a.m. 

Members Present :—

■ Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman. '
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., George Black, Esq.,

Erancis Augustus Wright, Es^.
' The minutes of the proceedings were read, and confirmed.

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Maitland to Taree.
Michael Eagan, landholder, Kendall; JohnMooro, farmer and grazier, Kendall; William McGrath, 

hotelkeeper; Henry James Perrett, saw-mill proprietor, Kendall; David Laughlin, farmer, Camden 
Haven; and Alfred Brooks, Eesident Engineer, Harbours and Eivers Branch, Department of Public 
AVorks, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at five minutes past 12, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, the following
day.

*10—P EDI DAY
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• FRIDAY, 10 JUNE, 1898.

The Committee met at Port Macquarie at 2 p.m..
Members Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., George Black, Esq.,

- Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings River.
Accompanied by Mr. David Houison, District Engineer, Harbours and Bivers Branch, Department 

of Public Works, the Committee visited and inspected the southern training-wall in course of construction 
and examined the river entrance and the position of the bar, and afterwards visited the quarry from 
which the stone used in the construction of the wall is being obtained.

The Committee adjourned at 5 p.m., until half-past 10 o’clock a.m. on Saturday, the following day, 
at Wauchope.

SATURDAY, 11 JUNE, 1898.
The Committee met at 10‘30 a.m. at Port Macquarie, and proceeding by steamer up the Hastings 

Eiver, examined the sites for the proposed eastern and western training-walls.
Members Present:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., George Black, Esq.,

Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.
At 2 p.m. the Committee met at “Browning’s Hotel,” Wauchope.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Biver. ’
Duncan Bain, farmer, was sworn, and examined.
The Committee adjourned at half-past 2, until 10 o’clock a.m. on Monday, 13th June, at Port 

Macquarie.

MONDAY, 13 JUNE, 1898.
The Committee met at the Court-house, Port Macquarie, at 10 a.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, j Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., | George Black, Esq.,

Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Mr. Hassall moved,—“That, in order to enable the Members of the Committee in Sydney to take 

further evidence there, the Members of the main Committee now sitting at Port Macquarie resolve 
themselves, at the close of their proceedings to-day, into a Sectional Committee to further consider the 
proposed Bailway from Maitland to Taree, and the proposed Harbour Works at the Manning and 
Hastings Rivers.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Black, and passed.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Port Macquarie.
Daniel Callaghan, master mariner ; William Andrew Spence, Mayor of Port Macquarie ; Nathaniel 

Netterfield, sergeant of police; Robert Davidson, journalist; John Hibbard, saw-mill proprietor; and 
Arthur Percival Hall, district manager of the Australian Dairying Company, were sworn, and examined.

The Committee adjourned at 3 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, 15th June.

WEDNESDAY, 15 JUNE, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Members Present :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Vice-Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Secretary read the following correspondence :—■
Letter from Mr. B. Crumpton, with reference to the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Biver. 

The correspondence was received.
Mr.
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_ Mr. Lee, as Chairman of the Sectional Committee appointed to inspect, take evidence, and report 
with reference to the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Biver, brought up the report of the Sectional 
Committee, and moved that it be received and printed with the Minutes of Evidence taken before the 
Sectional Committee.

The motion was agreed to.
The Eeport was read by the Secretary.

_ Mr. Lee, as Chairman of the Sectional Committee appointed to inspect, take evidence, and report 
with reference to the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Biver, brought up the Beport of the 
Sectional Committee, and moved that it be received and printed with the Minutes of Evidence taken 
before the Sectional Committee.

The motion was agreed to.
The Beport was read by the Secretary.

. Mr. Lee, as Chairman of the Sectional Committee appointed to inspect, take evidence, and report 
with reference to the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Biver, brought up the Beport of the Sectional 
Committee, and moved that it be received.and printed with the Minutes of Evidence taken before the 
Sectional Committee.

The motion was agreed to. '
The Beport was read by the Secretary.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Biver.
Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, was 

sworn, and further examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Biver.
Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, was 

sworn, and further examined.
The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Biver.
Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, was 

sworn, and further examined.
The Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Eriday, 17th June.

FRIDAY, 17 JUNE, 1898.
The Committee met at 2 p.m.

Membees Present :—
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Temporary Chairman.

The Hon. James Hoskins, The Hon. William Joseph Trickett,
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G., Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Prank Parnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee proceeded to consider their Thirteenth General Beport to His Excellency the 

Governor.
The Beport was adopted, and the Yice-Chairman was authorised to sign it for presentation to His 

Excellency the Governor.
Mr. C. J. Boberts gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“ That 

the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Biver, with 
a view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.”

.Mr. Clarke gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“That the 
Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Biver, with a 
view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.”

Mr. Parnell gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Committee,—“ That the 
Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Biver, with a 
view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative Assembly.”

The Committee adjourned at half-past 3, until 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 21st June.

PABLIAMENTAEY
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong.

MINUTES OP PROCEEDINGS.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Sectional Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works, appointed on Friday, 17 September, 1897, to inspect, take evidence, and report with 
reference to the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong. .

SATURDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Royal Hotel,” Condobolin, at 5 p.m.

Membebs Peesent :—
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, I Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., | Frank Farnell, Esq.

Resolved, on motion of Mr. Farnell, seconded by Mr. O’Connor,—“ That Mr. Hassall do take the 
chair of this Sectional Committee.”

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 5T0 p.m.

MONDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the “Royal Hotel,” Condobolin. at 10 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—•
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway from Condobolin to 

Euabalong.
The following witnesses were swrorn, and examined :—David Henry Tasker, Mayor of Condobolin ; 

John Coppock White, land and commission agent, Condobolin ; Arthur James Taylor, selector, Cugong ; 
John Whittaker, carrier, Condobolin; David Scott, grazier, Mowabba; James Brown Milne, wool- 
scourer, Condobolin ; George Daniel Woodall, postmaster, Condobolin ; Lachlan M‘Lean, grazier, Boona 
West; John.Henry Pears, railway contractors’ book-keeper, Condobolin; James Rabinowitch, storekeeper, 
Condobolin; Richard White, station manager, Borambil; James Dunn, butcher, Condobolin ; and 
Richard Yolkman, brewer, Condobolin.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 3'30 p.m.

TUESDAY, 28 SEPTEMBER, 1897.
, The Sectional Committee met at the “ Cugong Hotel,” at 8 p.m.

Membebs Peesent :—
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Richard Byrnes, farmer and hotel-keeper, 

Cugong ; Herbert Evans, selector, Cugong ; and William Hezekiah Crouch, settlement lessee, Cugong. 
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 9 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Condobolin, at 4 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Henry Cabot, storekeeper and hotelkeeper, 

Euabalong; Donald Cameron, station manager, North Wooyeo ; Frederick Small, Post and Telegraph 
Master, Euabalong ; William M‘Lean, hotelkeeper, Euabalong; and Albert Edward Conrad Yolkman, 
farmer, Euabalong.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 5’30 p.m.

THURSDAY,



THURSDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Euabalong. at 10 a.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman. .

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—Michael "VVyer, senior constable, Euabalong ; 

Charles Light Cause, mining manager, Mount Hope ; Walter Henry Twine, accountant and surveyor. 
South Mount Hope ; Henry McCook, farmer, South Mount Hope ; and Erederick Millthorpe, homestead 
lessee, Hyandra.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 2'30 p.m. •

FRIDAY, 1 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Lake Cudgellico, at 5 p.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.

. The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq. .

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Christopher Davis, Windmill Earm, 

Cudgellico ; Robert Gfeorge Jamieson, senior constable, Lake Cudgellico ; and Alexander Gordon Huie, 
carpenter and Secretary of Progress Committee, Cudgellico.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 6T5 p.m.

SATURDAY, 2 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Lake Cudgellico, at 10 a.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | ' John Lionel E'egan, Esq.,
Prank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Joseph Blacker, saddler, Lake Cudgellico ; 

Albert Pillinger, selector, Currawong, Lake Cudgellico ; John Knight, storekeeper, Lake Cudgellico ; 
Alexander Huie, carrier, Lake Cudgellico ; Robert Orr, pastoral tenant, Lake Cudgellico ; Ewan M‘Rae, 
selector, Lake Cudgellico ; and John William Denny, fisherman, Lake Cudgellico.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 12,45 p.m.

MONDAY, 4 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Habba Pastoral Holding, at 3 p.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Erank Parnell, Esq. .

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
George Log-ue Dickson, pastoralist, Habba, was sworn, and examined.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 3'45 p.m. •

• TUESDAY, 5 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Hunthawong Pastoral Holding, at 8 p.m.

Members Present:—
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman. .

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, j John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—Alfred William M‘Pherson, station manager, 

Hunthawong; Alexander Gumming, homestead iessee, Tocabihl; and Walter Scott Campbell, Chief 
Clerk, Department of Agriculture.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 9'30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, 6 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Hillston, at 3 p.m.

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The following witnesses were sworn, aud examined :—Thomas Kennedy, Surveyor, Eailway 

Construction Branch, Department of Public Works ; Thomas Cadell, Inspector of Stock, Hillston ; Eobert 
Walter Stewart, commission agent, Hillston ; and William Thomas, farmer, Wiliama, Hillston.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 5A5 p.m.

TRUES DAY, 7 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Hillston, at 9'45 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Erank Parnell, Esq. '

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Acting Secretary read a communication from the Yalgogrin Progress Committee requesting 

that the Sectional Committee would examine witnesses at Yalgogrin.
Eesolved, on motion by Mr. O’Connor, seconded by Mr. Eegan,—That the request of the 

Yalgogrin Progress Committee be complied with.”
The Acting Secretary read a communication from the Cootamundra District Council requesting 

that the Sectional Committee would examine witnesses at Cootamundra. _ _
Eesolved, on motion by Mr. Eegan, seconded by Mr. O’Connor,—“ That the Cootamundra District 

Council be informed that the Sectional Committee are unable to comply with their request.”
The‘Acting Secretary read a communication from the Barmedman Eailway League requesting 

that the Sectional Committee would examine witnesses at Barmedman.
Eesolved, on motion by Mr. O’Connor, seconded by Mr. Eegan,—“That the request of the 

Barmedman Eailway League be complied with.”
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Joseph Eowe Yarcoe, farmer, Camp Plain, 

Hillston; Arthur Caldwell Sawtell, police sergeant, Hillston; Eobert Stewart Yarcoe, farmer, Newlyn, 
Hillston; Alexander Cameron, homestead lessee, Murrumbong, Mossgiel; Bernard Wright Doyle, 
farmer, G-unbar ; William Smith Arnott, post and telegraph master, Hillston ; Benjamin Yarcoe, miller, 
Hillston ; David Glormly, Council clerk and road engineer, Hillston ; Alfred Bickford, farmer, Woodlands, 
Hillston ; James Macbeth Eullarton, storekeeper, Hillston ; Patrick Smith, grazier, Hay ; Eobert Cooper, 
farmer, Bunda, Hillston ; James Brissenden, farmer, The Grove, Hillston ; and Robert Hughes, Crown 
lands agent, Hillston.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 4 p.m.

SATURDAY, 9 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the “Rankin’s Springs Hotel,” at 8 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—William Edward Turnbull, station manager, 

Conapaira; Thomas Shields, selector, Naradham ; and John Hannan, hotel-keeper, Rankin’s Springs. 
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 9'30 p.m. .

MONDAY, 11 OCTOBER, 1897. ‘
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Yalgogrin Hotel,” at 7‘30 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.

. The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Theophilus Erederick Smith, warden’s clerk, 

Yalgogrin; William Thompson, selector, Caroon, Yalgogrin; William Stanley, selector, Eestdown, 
Nariah ; and William Herbert Waldron, grazier, Yalgogrin.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 9 30 p.m.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 12 OCTOBER, 1897.

The Sectional Committee met at the “ Yalgogrin Hotel,” at 9'30 a.m.
Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Acting Secretary read a communication from residents of Bygaloree pointing out the 

advantages to the district which would ensue from the construction of a railway from Wyalong to Hillston.
Eesolved on motion by Mr. Earnell, seconded by Mr. Eegan,—“ That the communication be 

received.”
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed railway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Walter Barnett, hotelkeeper, Yalgogrin; 

Edward Carroll, miner, Yalgogrin ; and Samuel Hill, grazier, Yarrandale.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 12T5 p.m./ '

The Sectional Committee met at the “ Ungarie Hotel,” at 8T5 p.m.
Membees Peesent :—■

Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—Digby Noy Johns, settlement lessee, Crown 

Camp, Wollongough ; Charles Bayley Blyth, station manager, Wollongough ; Thomas Phelan, grazier and 
agriculturist, TJngarie ; Eichard Jones, farmer, Wollongough ; and William Smith, selector, Engarie.

The Acting Secretary read a telegram from the Temora Eailway League inviting the Sectional 
Committee to visit Temora, and take evidence in regard to railway extension to Hillston.

Eesolved on motion by Mr. Fegan, seconded by Mr. Farnell,^—•“ That the Secretary of the League 
be informed that the Sectional Committee cannot accept their invitation.”

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 10T5 p.m.

THURSDAY, 14 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Wyalong, at 10 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—

Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,

^ Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—John Smethers, architect, Wyalong ; Jeremiah 

Moriarty, dealer, Wyalong; James Plowe, hotel-manager, Wyalong; Erederick Neeld, jun., miner, 
Wyalong; John Ernest Eisenstaller, mineralogist, Wyalong ; Eobert James Cullen, mining speculator, 
Wyalong; James Joseph M’Donnell, mine-owner, Wyalong; John Nicholas Penberthy, miner, Wyalong ; 
James Stewart, pastoralist, Lake Cowal, Marsden ; Eobert Edward Moore, selector, Wyalong; Peter 
Neilson, farmer, Wyalong; William Dawson, miner, Wyalong; Jacob Haub, farmer, Hiawatha; John 
Charles Holmes, farmer and grazier, Fairview, Wyalong.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 4J5 p.m. '

ERIDAY, 15 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Wyalong, at 10 a.m.

Members Present :—

Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—William Clarke, Police Magistrate, Wyalong ; 

Laurence Daniel Mullane, commission agent, Wyalong; John Eichmond, mining surveyor, Wyalong ; 
George William Eose, senior-constable, Wyalong; and John Curtin M‘Mahon, stock and share broker, 
W yalong.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 2’30 p.m.

SATURDAY,
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SATURDAY, 16 OCTOBER, 189/.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Barmedman, at 2 30 p.m.

■ Membees Present :—
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq. •

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Edwin Davis Donkin, pastoralist,Mandama ; 

Denis Byrne, farmer, Barmedman; Janies Stewart, farmer, Beefton: Charles Leonard, carpenter, 
Barmedman; Lewis Joseph Luke MacNamara, grazier, Barmedman; Edward O’Donnell, farmer, 
Barmedman; Duncan Cruikshank, farmer and contractor, Barmedman; Thomas Stetfani, farmer, 
Barmedman ; and James Kerr, grazier and farmer, Eernyhurst, Temora.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 5'50 p.m.

MONDAY, 18 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Mandama Pastoral Holding, at 9 a.m.

Members Present :— .
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman. -

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Pegan, Esq,
' Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee considered a draft report.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 10 a.m.

The Sectional Committee met at Morangarell, at 4 p.m.
Members Present :— •

Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. _
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
George Allen M‘Gregor, pastoralist, Morangarell, was sworn, and examined.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 5 p.m.

TUESDAY, 19 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the “Bimbi Hotel,” Bimbi, at 11 a.m.

Members Present

Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman. •
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. .
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Steel Caldwell, pastoralist, Lower Belabla; 

Joseph Burrett, commission agent, Bimbi; and Hugh Gault, saw-mill proprietor, Bimbi.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 12'30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, 20 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Grenfell, at 10 a.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, ] John Lionel Eegan, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—Octavius Lloyd, surveyor, Eailway Construc

tion Branch, Department of Public "Works ; Albert George Little, surveyor, Eailway Construction Branch, 
Department of Public Works ; Thomas Bembrick, storekeeper, Grenfell; Patrick Alfred Madden, farmer 
and grazier, Piney Eange, Grenfell; Eobert Matteson Vaughn, civil engineer, Grenfell; Balph Hall, store
keeper, Grenfell; John Quayle Wood, pastoralist, Brundah, Grenfell; William Jones, selector, Warraderry, 
Grenfell; William Eichardson, grazier, Bogolong, Grenfell; John Cleary, farmer and grazier, Piney 
Eange; William Wells Priddle, farmer and grazier, Grenfell; James Casey, farmer and grazier, Weddin 
View ; and John Quigley, orchardist, Two-mile, Grenfell.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 5 p.m.

THURSDAY, 21 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Grenfell, at 10 a.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.. Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.

The
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The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—John Buckman, farmer, Brundah, Grenfell; 

Amos Southwell, farmer, Brundah, Grenfell ; William Henry Hazleton, Sheriff’s officer, and formerly 
mining registrar, Grenfell; George Cousins, mining secretary, Grenfell; William Roberts, police sergeant, 
Grenfell; George Henry Greene, Esq., M.P., grazier, landra; George Theophilus Saunders Boileau, 
Crown lands agent, Grenfell.

The Sectional Committee further considered a draft report.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 4'30 p.m. '

FRIDAY, 22 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Empire Hotel,” at 8 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—■ •
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Eegan, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The Acting Secretary read communications from residents of Koorawatha and Young requesting 

the Committee to visit those towns and take evidence in reference to a railway to Grenfell, Wyalong, and 
Hillston.

Resolved, on motion by Mr. Eegan, seconded by Mr. O’Connor,—" That the request be not complied
with.”

The Sectional Committee, accompanied by A. G. Little, Esq., surveyor, Railway Construction 
Branch, Department of Public Works, inspected the line of survey of the proposed railway from Koora
watha to Grenfell, and reaching Koorawatha at 4'30 p.m. proceeded to Sydney via Harden.

TUESDAY, 26 OCTOBER, 1897. ■
The Sectional Committee met at the Legislative Assembly Chambers, Sydney, at 12'15 p.m.

. Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Condobolin to Euabalong. 
The Acting Secretary read a draft report.
Resolved, on motion by Mr. Eegan, seconded by Mr. Earnell,—“ That the Report as read be now 

adopted.”
The Sectional Committee adjourned at L15 p.m.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

Railway from Coolamon to Ariah.

. MINUTES OE PROCEEDINGS.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Sectional Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works, appointed on Thursday, 7th October, 1897, to inspect, take evidence, and report with 
reference to the proposed Railway from Coolamon to Ariah.

SATURDAY, 9 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Council Chambers, Cootamundra, at 10 a.m.
. Membees Peesent

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., | George Black, Esq. .
The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway from Coolamon to Ariah. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—John James Miller, auctioneer, and stock and 

station agent, Cootamundra; William Miller, stock and station agent, Cootamundra ; Frederick Pinkstone, 
journalist, Cootamundra; Arthur Sharp, district surveyor, Forbes ; George Thompson, stock and station 
agent, Cootamundra; William Falconer, builder and contractor, Cootamundra;. Robert Hastie, farmer 
and grazier, Malongla, near Cootamundra; and William Hall Mathews, storekeeper, Cootamundra.

The Sectional Committee then adjourned.

*40—Q MONDAY,



700

116

MONDAY, 11 00 TO BEE, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Council Chambers, Cootamundra, at 11 a.m.

. Membebs Peesent
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoherts, C.M.G-., | George Black, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah. 
William Gibbon Walker, District Surveyor, Hay, was sworn, and examined.
Tbe Sectional Committee then adjourned.

. TUESDAY, 12 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Council 'Chambers, Cootamundra, at 11 a.m.

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | George Black, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah. 
Arrangements were made for visiting the district and inspecting the route from Coolamon to 

Ariah, after which the Sectional Committee adjourned.

MONDAY, 18 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Oddfellows’ Hall, Coolamon, at 10 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—
’ Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | George Black, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah.

■ The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—William Boyd, farmer, and secretary to tbe 
Coolamon to Ariah Eailway League ; Alexander Arbuthnot McKersa, farmer, Colinroobie ; Henry Daniel 
Adams, JSfarrandera; Thomas Watson, farmer, Ganmain; Barnet Basil Bennett, Wagga Wagga; John 
Holloway, grazier, Moombooldool; Walter Hubert Neary, Station-master, Coolamon ; Jamieson Ashwood, 
storekeeper, Coolamon ; John Barnes, commission agent, Coolamon; and Erederick Hall, storekeeper, 
Coolamon.

The Sectional Committee then adjourned.

• . TUESDA Y, 19 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at Mr. Boyd’s residence, Uley, Warri, at 3 p.m.

Membees Peesent :— . -
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | George Black, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—John O’Shaughnessy, farmer, Moombooldool; 

Sydney William Wellman, manager, Ariah station: James Eyfe, farmer, Mount Chrystal; Michael 
Miekelson, saw-mill proprietor, Mount Chrystal; Alfred George Humby, near Warri; John Kelson 
McKeown, farmer, near Warri; Edwin Charles Pope, manager, South Yalgogrin Station ; Donald Tait 
Wilson, grazier, North Bolero ; Charles John Bear,'farmer, North Berembed; William Keynes; Stephen 
T.ehoe, farmer; John Clark, farmer, Cowabbie ; and Eobert Alexander Gemmell, farmer, Warri.

The Sectional Committee then adjourned.

WEDNESDAY, 20 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Junction Inn,” Methul, at 3 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | George Black, Esq.
Tbe minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Basil Barnet Bennett, farmer and grazier, 

Wagga Wagga; William Fisher, farmer, Mimosa West; William MacCauley, farmer, Mimosa West; 
John Cassidy, farmer, Tara; Thomas McCaig, farmer, Methul; John Mills, farmer, Big Mimosa East; 
William Hewett, farmer, Methul; and Samuel Harrison, farmer, Broken Dam.

Basil Barnett Bennett, farmer and grazier, Wagga Wagga, was sworn, and further examined.
The Sectional Committee then adjourned.
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THURSDAY, 21 OCTOBER, 1897.
. The Sectional Committee met at Mimosa Station at 11 a.m.

Membebs Pbesent :— ;
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman. *

The Hon. Charles James Eoherts, C.M.G., [ George Black, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.

. The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Coolamon to Ariah.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—Thomas Priest, farmer, Mimosa East; John 

Charlesworth, farmer; John Penfold, farmer; Thomas William McCaig, farmer, Methul; and John 
Eobertson, grazier, Mimosa.

The Sectional Committee then adjourned.

ERIDAY, 22 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Talbot Hotel,” Temora, at 2-30 p.m. 

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman. , •

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | George Black, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider their Eeport on the proposed Eailway from 

Coolamon to Ariah.
The Sectional Committee then adjourned.

SATURDAY, 23 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met in the Council Chamber at 10 a.m. ■

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | George Black, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee then proceeded with the further consideration of their Eeport on the 

proposed line of Eailway.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

' SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

Eailway from The Rock to Green’s Gunyah.

MINUTES OP PEOCEEDINGS.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Sectional Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works, appointed on Thursday, 7th October, 1897, to inspect, take evidence, and report with 
reference to the proposed Eailway from The Eock to Green’s Gunyah.

WEDNESDAY, 13 OCTOBER, 1897.
. The Sectional Committee met at the Hotel, Green’s Gunyah, at 11 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—■
. Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | George Black, Esq.
The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Eailway from The Eock to Green’s 

Gunyah.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Walter Bay, farmer, Green’s Gunyah ; 

Patrick Breslin, farmer, Prench Park ; Charles August Lindner, farmer, Green’s Gunyah ; John Henry 
Mentz, farmer, Milbrulong ; John Eawson, junr., farmer and grazier ; John Hardie, farmer, The Eock ; 
William Litchfield, farmer; Maurice Carroll, farmer and grazier, Boree Creek; Thomas Bond, farmer 
and grazier, near Green’s Gunyah; Michael O’Connell, farmer, Green’s Gunyah ; John Lloyd, farmer 
and grazier; Thomas Wilson, farmer, Brookong North ; Andrew Matthews, farmer, near Green’s Gunyah ; 
John McDonell, farmer ; Thomas Alfred George, farmer and grazier, near Boree Creek; Thomas Henry 
Davis, farmer, Green’s Gunyah ; Samuel Higgins, homestead lessee; William Herbert, farmer and grazier, 
near Green’s Gunyah ; William Douglas Drummond, farmer, Berrigan ; and Eobert Alexander Warden, 
acting manager, Commercial Banking Company of Sydney (Limited), Green’s Gunyah.

■ The Sectional Committee then adjourned.

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 14 OCTOBER, 1897.
After inspecting the country to G-alore and Brookong, the Sectional Committee met at Brookong, 

at 7 p.m.
Members Present :—t

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Charles James Itoberts, C.M.G-., [ George Black, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailwav from The Eock to Green’s 

Gunyah. *
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—John Bligh Nutting, inspector of stations, 

Union Mortgage and .Agency Company of Australia (Limited), and William Charles Eolls, manager, 
Brookong Station.

Walter Day, farmer, Green’s Gunyah, was sworn, and further examined.
The Sectional Committee then adjourned.

FRIDAY, 15 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Urana, at 2 p.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | George Black, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from The Eock to Green’s 

Gunyah.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—Charles Norman Culley, stock and station 

agent, Urana; Percy Eollo Brett, Inspector of Stock, Urana; and Herman Ambrose Hill, storekeeper, 
Urana.

The Sectional Committee then adjourned.

SATURDAY, 16 OCTOBER, 1897.
The Sectional Committee met at the residence of Mr. McCaughey, Coonong, at 7 a.m. ■

Members Present :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | George Black, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee proceeded with the consideration of their Eeport on the proposed Eailway. 
Subsequently the Sectional Committee adjourned, and proceeded to Coolamon.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

Railway from Koorawatha to Grenfell.

MINUTES OE PEOCEEDINGS.
Minutes of the proceedings of the Sectional Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works, appointed on Friday, 11th February, 1898, to inspect, take evidence, and report with 
reference to the proposed Eailway from Koorawatha to Grenfell. ,

The Sectional Committee left Sydney by the 9 p.m. train on Friday, 18 February, and arrived 
at Young at 8 a.m. on the following day. •

SATURDAY, 19 FEBRUARY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “Eoyal Hotel,” Young, at 2 p.m.

Members Present :—
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, I Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.

On the motion of Mr. Clarke, seconded by Mr. Fegan, it was resolved,—“ That Mr. Thomas 
Thomson Ewing be the Chairman of the Sectional Committee.”

Sectional Committee proceeded to the Lands Office and examined the maps of the parishes 
through w’hich the railway survey from Young to Grenfell has been made. A visit was paid to the 
Co-operative Eoller-flour Mills, the Meat Chilling and Freezing Works, and the Butter Factory. The 
Sectional Committee also drove to the junction of the railway survey with the existing line, returning to 
Young at 6 p.m.

MONDAY,



703

119

MONDAY, 21 FEBRUARY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee left Young at S'30 a.m., and arrived at Koorawatha at 10’30 a.m.

The Sectional Committee met at the Public Hall, Koorawatha, at 2 p.m.
, Membees Pbesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq. Chairman.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | Henry Clarke, Esq.,

John Lionel Eegan, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Kail way from Koorawatha to Grenfell. 
The following witnesses were sworn and examined :—Messrs. George Barr, William Allen, David 

Anderson, John Murray, John Campbell Pease, Walter Sydney Suttor, and John Quayle Wood.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 5 p.m.

. TUESDAY, 22 FEBRUARY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Kailway Hotel,” Koorawatha, at 8 a.m.

Membees Pbesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq. Chairman.

The. Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | Henry Clarke, Esq.,
_ John Lionel Eegan, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee, accompanied by Mr. Albert George Little, Engineer, Kailway Construction 

Branch, Public Works Department, left Koorawatha by special Conveyance at 9 a.m., and inspected, as 
far as practicable, the route of the proposed railway to Grenfell. The Sectional Committee also visited 
the Warrangong, Hppingham, landra, and Brundah Stations, and drove through a large portion of the 
wheat-growing districts, reaching Grenfell at 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, 23 FEBRUARY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Grenfell, at 10 a.m.

Membees Pbesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | Henry Clarke, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Koorawatha to Grenfell. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—Messrs. Thomas Bembriek, Steel Caldwell, 

Hugh Gault, Duncan Angus Cameron, John Smith Purdy, Thomas Goonan, Patrick Alfred Madden, 
Michael McCue, Alfred Shackel, Ralph Halls, Henry Pitch, Ashby Erederick Osborne, Patrick John 
Cleary, William^Richardson, George Cousins, and John Bolton.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 3‘30 p.m., and subsequently inspected the Cyanide Works 
and the site of the proposed railway station.

THURSDAY, 24 FEBRUARY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Grenfell, at 10 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, ] Henry Clarke, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Ihe Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Koorawatha to Grenfell. 
The following witnesses were examined:—Thomas Edward Arnfield, Thomas Bryant, Henry 

Allsopp, George Henry Greene, Esq., M.P.; John Quayle Wood, and William Jones.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 1 p.m., and subsequently visited the Bogolong Station.

FRIDAY, 25 FEBRUARY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Empire Hotel,” Grenfell, at 8 a.m.

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | Henry Clarke, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee left Grenfell at 8'30 a.m., for Young, via Arramagong and Bulla Creek. 

t The Sectional Committee met at the Public Hall, Bulla Creek, at 2 p.m., when the following 
witnesses were examined:—Messrs. John Napier, John Lynch, Peter Cramb, Robert Baker, Thomas Nashe, 
Erederick Eowler, John Cusack, Christopher Powderley, Henry Doherty, and Thomas Joyce.

The Sectional Committee left Bulla Creek at 4 p.m., and arrived at Young at 7 p.m.

SATURDAY,
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SATURDAY, 26 FEBRUARY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Toung, at 10 a.m.

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | Henry Clarke, Esq.,
John Lionel Fegan, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Koorawatha to G-renfell. 
The following witnesses were examined:—Messrs. Edward Taylor, John Adolf Rossbach, G. 

Edmund Spark, William McGrath, Arthur James Taylor, James Woodridge, James William Slatyer, 
Alfred Aston, William James Hills, Herbert George Makepeace Thackeray, and Job Fowler.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 4'30 p.m.

. MONDAY, 28 FEBRUARY, 1898.
The. Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Toung, at 10 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Koorawatha to Grenfell. 
The following witnesses were examined :—Messrs. Sydney Bell, Thomas Chapman, William 

McIntosh, Donald McKenzie, John Forsythe, John Marooney, Romer Meadows, John Donald McKenzie, 
John Carlton Watson, William Ehrlich, William Parker, George Whiteman, Alfred Blackham, Thomas 
Hancock, James Archibald McKinnon, and John James Monday.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 4 p.m. At 7 p.m. the Sectional Committee left Toung for 
Sydney, which was reached at 6 a.m. on Tuesday, 1 March. .

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

Railway from Byrock to Brewarrina.

' MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Sectional Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works, appointed on Friday, 11th February, 1898, to inspect, take evidence, and report with 
reference to the proposed Railway from Byrock to Brewarrina.

MONDAY, 14 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the School of Arts, Brewarrina, at 3 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery was elected Chairman.
The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway from Byrock to Brewarrina. 
Richard James Kelly, chemist and druggist, Brewarrina, was sworn, and examined.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 4 25 p.m.

TUESDAY, 15 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the School of Arts, Brewarrina, at 10 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Chairman. .

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting 'were read, and confirmed. _
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—Myles Thomas Huggins, AT alter George 

Jameson, Eugene Patrick Fennell, and Cecil Lane Brown.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 4 20 p.m.
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WEDNESDAY, 16 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the School of Arts, Brewarrina, at 10 a.m.

Members Present :—
■ The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Byrock to Brewarrina.

. . mtnesses were sworn, and examined :—James Howe Saunders, Thomas McMahon,
"William Dickson, William Lindsay, John O’Dwyer, Augustus Sullivan, and Andrew David Kerrigan.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 4'30 p.m.

THURSDAY, 17 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the School of Arts, Brewarrina, at 10 a.m.

Members Present :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina. I 
Andrew David Kerrigan, was sworn, and further examined.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 11‘40 a.m.

FRIDAY, 18 MARCH, 1898. .
The Sectional Committee met at the School of Arts, Brewarrina, at 10 a.m.

Members Present :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Chairman.

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Blakeney Broughton; William Nicholas 

Willis, Esq., M.P.; Colin Campbell Fraser ; John Watson ; and Eichard Eandolph Machattie.
. The Sectional Committee adjourned at I'lO p.m.

SATURDAY, 19 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the School of Arts, Brewarrina, at 10 a.m.

Members Present:—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Chairman. •

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina. 
Eichard Eandolph Machattie, Walter George Jameson, and Eichard James Kelly, were sworn, and 

further examined.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Wilfred John White, George White, Charles 

James Eobine, Thomas Willans Conolly, and Edward MacFarlane.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 11’50 a.m. .

MONDAY, 21 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Eoyal Hotel,” Byrock, at 9 a.m.

Members Present :—
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery, Chairman.

The Hori Daniel O’Connor, | John Lionel Fegan, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Byrock to Brewarrina. 
George Yoss Mocatta, was sworn, and examined.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 9'30 a.m.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

Harbour Works at Tweed River.

MINUTES OF PEOCEEDINGS.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Sectional Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works, appointed on Tuesday, 22nd March, 1898, to inspect, take evidence, and report with 
reference to the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver.

MONBAT, 28 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee left Sydney by the GTS p.m. train on Friday, 25th March, and arrived at 

Brisbane on Saturday at 10 30 p.m. The Sectional Committee left Brisbane for Tweed Heads via South
port, on Monday, 28th March, at 7TO a.m. arriving at Tweed Heads at 4 p.m. the same day.

The Sectional Committee met at the “ Pacific Hotel” at 7'30 p.m.
« Membees Peesent :—

The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
Henry Ciarke, Esq., George Black, Esq.

On the motion of Mr. Trickett, seconded by Mr. Clarke, it was resolved “ That Charles Alfred Lee, 
Esq., be elected Chairman of the Sectional Committee”.

The Sectional Committee adjourned until Tuesday at 10 a.m.

THESE AY, 29 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the School of Arts, Tweed Heads, at 10 a.m., after inspecting the 

site of the proposed Works.
Membees Peesent:—

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, | Henry Clarke, Esq.,

George Black, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—Thomas W. Keele, District Engineer ; Charles 

Dowling Whitty, Sub-Collector of Customs and Inspector of Stock; Thomas H. Smith, pilot, Tweed 
Heads; Norbert J. Ivory, master mariner; Joseph Kirkwood, master mariner; Frederick J. Davey, 
President of Tweed Heads Progress Association; William H. Wilson, storekeeper, and William Mackay 
Charles, farmer.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 5 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, 30 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee left Tweed Heads by steamer at 7 a.m., and proceeded up the river, 

examining the works already carried out, and the various sand patches referred to by Mr. Darley and 
Mr. Keele in their evidence, which will have to be removed by dredging. Arrived at Murwillumbah at 
11'30 a.m. '

The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Murwillumbah, at 2 p.m.
Membees Peesent :—

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. Chairman.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, | Henry Clarke, Esq.,

George Black, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—William Rodgers Isaacs, landowner; Russell 

Dowling, Manager, Colonial Sugar Refining Company’s Mill, Condong ; William Wardrop, storekeeper; 
and EdwardJHill Johnstone, licensed surveyor.

Gavin Pelligrew, cane-grower, made an affirmation, and was examined.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 4’40 p.m., until 10 a.m. the next day.
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THURSDAY, 31 MARCH, 1898.
. The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Murwillumbah, at 10 a.m.

Members Present :—
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, | Henry Clarke, Esq.
George Black, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Isaac MeAlrath, managing director, Tweed 

River Creamery Butter Company ; John Edmund Burke, butcher ; William George Collier, sugar-mill 
owner ; Richard Painter Charles, storekeeper ; Patrick McMahon, cane-grower ; George Dinsey, farmer.

Russell Dowling, manager, Colonial Sugar Refining Company’s Mill, Condong, and Thomas W. 
Keele, District Engineer, Ballina, were sworn, and further examined.

The Sectional Committee then proceeded to inspect the country lying between the Tweed River 
and Byron Bay, the trade of which it was stated would be drawn to the Tweed River for export.

FRIDAY, 1 APRIL, 1898.
The Sectional Committee returned to the Tweed Heads at 4’30 p.m., and met at 7-30 p.m.

Members Present :— '
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, j Henry Clarke, Esq., ■
George Black, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee prepared and considered their Report.

SATURDAY, 2 APRIL, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Pacific Hotel,” Tweed Heads, at 9 a.m.

Members Present :—
■ Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, | ' Henry Clarke, Esq.,
George Black, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered their Report, and adopted it unanimously.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

Railway from Warren to Coonamble.

MINUTES OE PROCEEDINGS.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Sectional Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 

. Public Works appointed on Monday, 14th March, 1898, to inspect, take evidence, and report 
with reference to the proposed Railway from Warren to Coonamble. .

SATURDAY, 19 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Club Hotel,” Warren, at 2 p.m.

Members Present :—
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. | Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq.,

, Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. . . .
It was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr! Hassall, “ That Mr. Ewing be 

Chairman of the Sectional Committee.”
The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway from Warren to Coonamble. 
The Sectional Committee were interviewed by the Mayor, and, other local authorities, with whom 

they discussed the question of holding an inquiry at Warren. . . ...
; A letter was received from Mr. W. R. Rowles, of Warren, expressing his willingness to give 
evidence. ,
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MONDAY, 21 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Club Hotel,” Warren, at 9'30 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—
■ Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble. 
Charles Henry Pigott, Mayor of Warren ; William Eobert Eowles, storekeeper and selector ; and 

Paul Horrigan, were sworn, and examined. .
The Sectional Committee left Warren by special coach at 11 a.m., travelling by the main road; 

passing through Tenandra, where the Government artesian bore was inspected, they arrived at 
Bullagreen at 5’30 p.m._________________________ _

TUESDAY, 22 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at “ Munro’s Hotel,” Bullagreen, at 9’30 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble. 
Daniel Me Alary, grazier; Philip E. Eobinson, farmer and grazier; Thomas Jones, grazier; James 

McCalman, grazier ; James McLeish, grazier ; David Munro, grazier ; Michael Quigley, grazier ; Manus 
Strain, grazier; Malcolm McCalman, grazier; and George Alexander Munro, secretary to the Eailway 
League, were sworn, and examined. .

The Sectional Committee left Bullagreen by special coach at 1 p.m., and arrived at Bourbah at
2T5 p.m. ' . -,vr ^ T-i

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble. .
John B. Peacock, grazier; Eobert Charles Byrne, grazier; Sydney Myatt, grazier; Patrick 

Donohoe, grazier; and William Donoboe, grazier, were sworn, and examined.
The Sectional Committee left Bourbah at 3 p.m., and arrived at Coonamble at 6’30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, 23 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the Municipal Council Chambers, Coonamble, at 10 a.m.

. Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble. 
HerbertH. Hash, licensed surveyor; Thomas William Medley, Inspector of Stock; Donald Eletcher, 

President, Coonamble Eailway League; William John Taylor, grazier; Daniel N. McAlary, selector; 
Edward Whitney, grazier; John Landers, grazier; John Eigney, grazier; William Earrell, grazier; William 
Nott, grazier; and Henry Lyons, forwarding agent, were sworn, and examined.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 4 o’clock.

THURSDAY, 24 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the Municipal Council Chambers, Coonamble, at 10 a.m.

Membees Peesent

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble. 
Clement Dillon, Crown Lands Agent; Thomas D. Bertram, Mayor; Peter A. Polin, storekeeper ; 

Arthur E. Newton, Eoad Superintendent; George C. A Cobb, forwarding agent; Mark Herrmann, store
keeper ; James Denny, farmer; Sidney E. Skuthorpe, solicitor ; Thomas Clarke, secretary, Walgett 
Eailway League ; Caleb Murchison, landowner; and William Nash, grazier, were sworn, and examined. 

Donald Eletcher, President, Coonamble Eailway League, was sworn, and further examined.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 5'15 p.m.

FRIDAY, 25 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the Municipal Council Chambers, Coonamble, at 10 a.m.

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

_ The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee proceeded to an inspection of the country for a distance of about 15 

miles, in a north-easterly direction from Coonamble.

SATURDAY,
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SATURDAY, 26 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at “ Tattersall’s Hotel,” Coonamble, at 10 a.m.

• Membebs Pbesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G.,. | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee proceeded by special coach to Gulargambone.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble. 
John Thomas Skuthorpe, hotelkeeper; John Kearney, farmer; John Murphy, hotelkeeper; 

George Joseph Skinner, butcher ; William George Tupper, Edward Henry Holland, and Henry Harvey, 
were sworn, and examined.

MONDAY, 28 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Telegraph Hotel,” Gilgandra, at 10 a.m.

Membees Pbesent :— .
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., [ Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. .
The Sectional Committee proceeded to an inspection of the country in the vicinity of Gilgandra, 

returning to the “ Telegraph Hotel.”
.The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble. 
Alfred A. Mudie, auctioneer and commission agent; Sidney James Barden, grazier ; John Erancis, 

grazier; Arthur E. Garling, storekeeper, and Thomas Gardiner, blacksmith, were sworn, and examined.

TUESDAY, 29 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at Kitchen’s Hall, Gilgandra, at 9'30 a.m.

Membees Pbesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. ■ ■
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble. 
Archibald C. Berry, senior constable of police ; James Barling, grazier ; Eichard Hitchen, farmer ; 

Peter O’Neill, farmer ; Edward Maher, selector ; George. P. Barnet, grazier ; Charles William Brown, 
grazier; Ernest Joseph Wheble, grazier ; William John Berryman, grazier ; Timothy Marchant, farmer ; 
James Alfred Berryman, grazier; Stephen Chandler, farmer and grazier, and George Lithgow, farmer, 
were sworn, and examined.

The Sectional Committee proceeded by special coach as far as Yellow Creek, stopping on the way 
at Balladoran, where they were interviewed by several local residents.

WEDNESDAY, 30 MARCH, 898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Square and Compass Hotel,” Yellow Creek, at 8'30 a.m.

• Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. _ _

The Sectional Committee proceeded by special coach to Dubbo, and at 3'30 p.m. held a sitting in 
the office of the Land Board. '

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble. 
William Makin Thomas, staff surveyor; Eobert George Dulhunty, Inspector of Stock ; and James 

Andrew Eyan, financier, were sworn, and examined.

. THURSDAY, 31 MARCH, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the office of the Land Board, Dubbo, at 10 a.m.

Membees Pbesent :—
' Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble. 
William England Morgan, editor, Dubbo Despatch ; William M. B. Dayrell, manager, Co-operative 

Elour Mill; Eichard McGee, Eailway station-master; Craven H. Eitzhardinge, solicitor; William E. Binning, 
Eoad Superintendent; George Augustus Clarke, sub-inspector, Permanent-way Department; Edwin N. 
Blacket, auctioneer and land agent; Edward Charles Ewers, contractor and timber merchant; George 
Henry Taylor, Eeturning Officer; John Wheaton, farmer, and Edmund Henry Utley, Mayor, were 
sworn, and examined. ■

Eobert George Dulhunty, Inspector of Stock, was sworn, and further examined.

FRIDAY,
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FRIDAY, 1 APRIL, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Eoyal Hotel,” Dubbo, at 7'30 a.m.

Members Pbesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., j Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee proceeded by special coach to Cobborah, and at 7'30 p.m. held a sitting 

at the “ Cobborah Hotel.”
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble.
Thomas Samuel Slack, senior-constable of police ; George Paterson, farmer; Henry A. Patrick, 

grazier; William Thomas Chapman, farmer; James Hogden, farmer and carrier; and James Henry 
Daley, farmer, were sworn, and examined.

SATURDAY, 2 APRIL, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Cobborah Hotel,” Cobborah, at 7’30 a.m.

Membees Present:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
Tho Sectional Committee proceeded by special coach to Gulgong, and held a sitting at 2'30 p.m. 

in the Town Hall.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble. 
Christopher E. Toung, storekeeper and miller; Eichard Bouse, jun., grazier; George Steele, 

sergeant of police; Edward McCulloch, Council Clerk ; and John Tuxford, Mayor, were sworn, and 
examined.

MONDAY, 4 APRIL, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Mudgee, at 10 a.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Warren to Coonamble. 
The Hon. G. H. Cox, M.L.C.; Eobert Jones, Esq., M.P.; Charles D. Meares, solicitor; and Eugene 

Daley, stock dealer, were sworn, and examined.

TUESDAY, 5 APRIL, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at “ Shaw’s Hotel,” Waller’awang, at 10 a.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G , | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee considered their Eeport to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 

Public Works.

PABLIAM ENTAEY
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

Railway from Narrabri to Pilliga.

MINUTES OP PEOCEEDINGS. '
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Sectional Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works appointed on Eriday, 22nd April, 1898, to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference 
to the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.

The Sectional Committee left Sydney at 9‘5 a.m. on Saturday, 30th April, 1898,[and arrived at 
Newcastle at 1 p.m. the same day.

- The Sectional Committee met at the “ Great Northern Hotel,” Newcastle, at 2'30 p.m.
Membees Pbesent :—

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq.,
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.

It was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Eoberts, seconded by Mr. Eegan, “That Mr. Ewing be the 
Chairman of the Sectional Committee.”

The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—George Erederick Earp, merchant and 

shipping agent, and Vice-President of the Newcastle Chamber of Commerce ; James E. Kerr, agent for 
the Singer Company, Wallsend ; and Michael March, manager, Dalgety and Co., Newcastle.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 4'30 p.m.

MONDAY, 2 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee left Newcastle on Sunday, 1st May, at 9’45 p.m , and arrived at Narrabri 

at 8 a.m. on the following day. ■ '
The Sectional Committee met at “ Thurlow’s Hotel,” Narrabri, at 10 a.m.

Membees Peesent :— . ’ .
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

John Lionel Eegan, Esq., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Albert Ernest Collins, Mayor of Narrabri; 

and Walter Neville Sendall, District Surveyor, Tamworth.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at noon, and again met at 4 p.m. and 8 p.m., when Bishop Lyne, 

Inspector of Conditional Purchases and of Eorestry, and Eichard Ford Jenkins, Eoad Superintendent, 
Moree, were sworn, and examined.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 9 p.m.

TVESDAY, 3 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at “ Thurlow’s Hotel,” Narrabri, at 10'30 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

John Lionel Eegan, Esq., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee, accompanied by Mr. Charles M‘Donnell Stuart, Supervising Engineer, 

Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, left Narrabri by special conveyance at 11 
a.m. and inspected the country along the route of the proposed Eailway as far as Wee Waa, which was 
reached at 4 p.m. . .

WEDNESDAY, 4 MAY, 1898. -
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Wee Waa, at 10 a m.

• Membees Peesent 
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

John Lionel Fegan, Esq., . | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Walter William Eichard Holcombe, grazier, 

Weefa Waa ; Albert Coppleson, storekeeper, Wee Waa ; John Gray, contractor, grazier and agriculturist, 
Wee Waa; Walter Coughlan, stock and station agent, Wee Waa; Andrew Hamilton, hotelkeeper, Wee 
Waa ; Charles Peter O’Eourke, sawmill proprietor, Wee Waa; Arthur Walter Holcombe, junr., grazier, 
Crian ; and Charles Brennan, grazier, Wee Waa.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 1 p.m. ' '

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 5 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at “Hamilton’s Hotel,” Wee Waa, at 8'30 a.m.

Membees Peesekt :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

John Lionel Eegan, Esq., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee, accompanied by Mr. Charles M‘Donnell Stuart, Supervising Engineer, 

Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, left Wee Waa at 9 a.m. for Pilliga, 
Cubbabri, and inspected, as far as practicable, the country in the neighbourhood of the route of the 
proposed railway, arriving at Pilliga at 10 p.m.

FRIDAY, 6 MAY 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Eoyal Hotel,” Pilliga, at 10 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

John Lionel Eegan Esq., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. ■
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—John Henry Eobertson, storekeeper, Pilliga; 

Patrick Kelly, sawmill proprietor, Pilliga; and Stephen Dempsey, selector, North Lynne, near Pilliga. 
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 1 p.m. -

SATURDAY, 7 MAT, 1898.
The Sectional Committee accompanied by Mr. Charles M‘Donnell Stuart, Supervising Engineer, 

Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, left Pilliga by special coach at 8’30 a.m. and 
proceeded to Come-by-Chance, via Keeleendi. The Sectional Committee inspected the portions of the 
country en route, and arrived at Come-by-Chance at 8 p.m.

The Sectional Committee met at “ Hawkin’s Hotel,” Come-by-Chance at 9 p.m.
Membees Peesent:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—Charles Edward Evans, senr., selector, 

Bungle Gully; Arthur Colless, selector, Come-by-Chance; William Arthur Colless, storekeeper, Come- 
by-Chance ; and Morris Eussell, post and telegraph master, Come-by-Chance.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 10 p.m.

MONDAY, 9 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee accompanied by Mr. Charles M‘Donnell Stuart, Supervising Engineer, 

Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, left Come-by-Chance by special conveyance 
on Sunday, 8 May, and proceeded via Keeleendi, to Goangra, at which place they arrived at 6 p.m. The 
Sectional Committee resumed their journey at 8 a.m. on Monday, 9 May, and arrived at Walgett at 2 p.m,

The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Walgett, at 3 p.m.
Membees Peesent :— .

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—Isaac Collins, grazier, Barwon Yale ; Eobert 

Dugan, homestead lessee, Milrae; Eobert Henderson Duncan, Narran Point, Walgett; Eobert John Polt 
Higgins, Warren Downs, Walgett; George Wilkins, sawmill proprietor, Walgett; and Charles William 
Macauley, butcher, Walgett.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 4 p.m.

TUFSDAY, 10 MAT, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Walgett, at 10 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

John Lionel Eegan, Esq., j Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Narrabri to Pilliga.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—William Godfrey Ferris, homestead lessee, 

Geronga; Thomas Clarke, secretary, Eailway League, Walgett; Wallace Eyrie,Inspector of Stock,Walgett; 
Charles James Druitt, bank manager, Walgett; Wallace Webster, Inspector of Conditional Purchases and of

Eorestry,
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Forestry, "Walgett; George Lionel Hember, manager, Flemington Station, and secretary, Selectors’ 
Association, Walgett; Finlay MacRae, stock and station agent, Walgett; William Nicholas Willis, Esq., 
M.P.; Bertrand Sidney Martin, stock and station agent, Walgett; Terence Francis Fagan, coachbuilder, 
Walgett; and Bernard Joseph Martin, post and telegraph master, Walgett.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 4 p.m., and subsequently paid a visit of inspection to the 
Barwon River, Dangar Bridge.

WEDNESDAY, 11 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “Royal Hotel,” Walgett, at 8'30 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

John Lionel Fegan, Esq., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee accompanied by Mr. Charles M'Donnell Stuart, Supervising Engineer, 

Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, left Walgett at 9 a.m., and inspected the 
country subject to flood in the neighbourhood of Eurie Eurie.

The Sectional Committee again met at 1 p.m., when Mr. William Sim, licensed surveyor, Walgett, 
was sworn, and examined. '

The Sectional Committee arrived at Mercadool at 5 p.m., and on the following day proceeded to 
Collarendabri to take evidence on the construction of a proposed railway from Woolabra to Collarendabri.

■ SATUEEAY, 14 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at Bulyeroi, and sat during the day.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

John Lionel Fegan, Esq., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee considered their Report to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 

Public Works.

TUESDAY, 17 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met and sat during the day.

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman. ■

John Lionel Fegan, Esq., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered their Report to the Parliamentary Standing Committee 

on Public Works. The Report was drafted, and its further consideration postponed until the following 
day.

WEDNESDAY, 18 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met to finally consider the matter referred to them.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

John Lionel Fegan, Esq., j Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered and concluded their Report, which the Chairman was 

authorised to sign and present to the General Committee.
The Sectional Committee arrived at Sydney on Thursday, 19th May, at noon. -

PARLIAMENTARY
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

Railway^from Woolabra to Collarendabri.

MINUTES OE PEOCEEDINGS.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Sectional Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works, appointed on Eriday, 22nd April, 1898, to inspect, take evidence, and report with reference 
to the proposed Railway from Woolabra to Collarendabri.

WEDNESDAY, 11 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee, after taking evidence with respect to the proposed Eailway from 

Narrabri to Pilliga, left Walgett for Collarendabri at 9 a.m.
The Sectional Committee met at Enrie Eurie at 1 p.m.

Membees Peesent:—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

. John Lionel Fegan, Esq., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Eailway from Woolabra to 

Collarendabri.
William Sim, licensed surveyor, Walgett, was sworn, and examined.
The Sectional Committee arrived at Mercadool at 5'30 p.m. .

THUBS DAY, 12 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee, accompanied by Mr. Charles M‘Donnell Stuart, Supervising Engineer, 

Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, left Mercadool at 9 a.m., and arrived at 
Collarendabri at 1 p.m.

The Sectional Committee met at the Eoyal Hotel, Collarendabri, at 3 p.m.
Members Peesent :—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
A communication was received from Mr. John A. Martin, President, Mungindi Progress Association, 

requesting the Committee to visit Mungindi, to hear argument in support of the extension of the railway 
from Moree to Mungindi. A reply was forwarded to the effect that the Sectional Committee had no 
power to deal with the matter. •

The Sectional Committee subsequently inspected the site of the proposed railway station at 
Collarendabri.

FRIDAY, 13 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Collarendabri, at 10 a.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

John Lionel Eegan, Esq., . | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Woolabra to Collarendabri.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Edmund Brennan Loughnan, secretary, 

Eailway League, Collarendabri; William Nicholas Willis, Esq., M.P.; John Theodore Merry, store
keeper and hotelkeeper, Angledool; Thomas John Sherwin, grocer, Mullawa ; John Augustus Robertson, 
Currawillinghi; Daniel Joseph O’Connell, selector, near Collarendabri; Joseph William Cook Langhorne, 
grazier, Oreel Station; Alfred Blomfield, Mount Brandon; William Eeed, selector, Collarendabri; John 
Charles Humphries, journalist, Collarendabri; Frank Adams, Myambla ; and David Hynes, station hand, 
Collymongool.

Frederick Ludlow and William Pearse, without being sworn, corroborated evidence which had been 
given. •

, The Sectional Committee adjourned at 4 p.m.

SATURDAY, 14 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “Eoyal Hotel,” Collarendabri, at 9 a.m.

Members Present :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

John Lionel Fegan, Esq. | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee, accompanied by Mr. Charles M‘Donnell Stuart, Supervising Engineer, 

Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, left Collarendabri at 9'30 a.m., and inspected 
the flooded country on the east side of Collarendabri.

The Sectional Committee also inspected the route of the proposed railway as far as Bulyeroi, 
which was reached at 5 p.m.

; ' " MONDAY,
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MONDAY, 16 MAY, 1898. •
_ The Sectional Committee, accompanied by Mr. Charles M'Donnell Stuart, Supervising Engineer, 

Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, left Bulyeroi at 9 a.m., and arrived at 
Millie at 2 p.m.

The Sectional Committee met at the “ Eoyal Mail Hotel,” Millie, at 4 p.m.
Membees Peesekt:—

Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman. •
John Lionel Fegan, Esq., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Woolabra to Collarendabri,
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined John Hannon Murphy, Jews’ Lagoon; Eoger 

Boland, selector, Anglefield; Alexander Donaldson, manager, Bunna Bunna; Charles John Hamilton, 
Inoomin; John Herbert Duff, Duffslea ; Thomas Joseph Boland, selector, Millie; Eobert Cameron, 
selector, Pidgee Pidgee; and John Vaughan Wilson, selector, Thalaba.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 6 p.m.

TUESDAY, 17 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Eoyal Mail Hotel,” Millie, at 9 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

John Lionel Eegan Esq., | Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee, accompanied by Mr. Charles M'Donnell Stuart, Supervising Engineer, 

Eailway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, left Millie at 10 a.m., and arrived at 
Narrabri, via Woolabra, at 6 p.m. •

The Sectional Committee again met and considered their Eeport to the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Public Works. , The Eeport was drafted, and its further consideration postponed until the 
following day.

WEDNESDAY, 18 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met to finally deal with the matter referred to them. ,

.. Membees Peesent :—
Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esq., Chairman.

John Lionel Eegan, Esq., [ Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered and concluded their Eeport, which the Chairman was 

authorised to sign and present to the General Committee. •
. The Sectional Committee arrived at Sydney on Thursday, 19 th May, at noon.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.

MINUTES OE PEOCEEDINGS.
Minutes of Proceedings of the Sectional Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 

Public Works appointed on Thursday, 12th May, 1898, to inspect, take evidence, and report with 
reference to the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.

The Sectional Committee left Sydney by the North Coast Company’s steamship “ City of Grafton,” 
at 9 p.m. on Tuesday, 17th May, and arrived at Grafton at 3'30 p.m. on Thursday, 19th May. ’

THURSDAY, 19 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Crown Hotel,” Grafton, at 4 p.m.

Membees Peesent :— .
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., j Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.,
Henry Clarke, Esq., J Frank Earnell, Esq.

On the motion of Mr. Clarke, seconded by Mr. Eoberts, it was resolved “ That Charles Alfred 
Lee, Esq., be the Chairman of the Sectional Committee.”

-*40—S FRIDAY,
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• FBI DAY, 20 MAY, 1898.
• The Sectional Committee met at the “ Crown Hotel,” Grafton, at 10 a.m.

Members Present:—
Charles Alfred Lee; Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Frank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. ^
The Sectional Committee, accompanied by Mr. Blomfield, Eesident Engineer, left Grafton by the 

Clarence Eiver Company’s steamer “ Woolwich,” and proceeded to Tamba to inspect the harbour works 
in progress there for the improvement of the entrance to the river.

The Sectional Committee reached Tamba at 5 p.m.

. SATURDAY, 21 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at “ Coyle’s Hotel,” Tamba, at 9 a.m.

Members Present :—
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Frank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee, accompanied by Mr. Blomfield, Eesident Engineer, visited the southern 

breakwater at Tamba, and then proceeded by ballast train to Green Point, where they witnessed the 
quarrying and the loading into the trucks of the stone used in the construction of the training-bank at 
Goodwood Island, now in progress.

- Leaving Green Point, the Sectional Committee inspected the southern trammg-bank, and saw the 
operation of transferring stone from the ballast-trucks to the barges upon which it is carried to the 
Goodwood Island bank. At 11*30 a.m. the Sectional Committee 'took the steamer to Grafton, and 
inspected en route the work at the Goodwood Island training-bank.

The Sectional Committee reached Grafton at 4.40 p.m.

MONDAY, 23 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Crown Hotel,” Grafton, at 8 a.m. 

Members Present:—
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Frank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. _
The Sectional Committee proceeded to South Grafton, and from there took special coach to

^The Sectional Committee reached Woolgoolga at 5 p.m. They inspected the jetty and the . 
appliances for loading and unloading timber there, and made inquiries as to the extent of the foreign, 
intercolonial, and coastal trade. .

TUESDAY, 24 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Woolgoolga Hotel,” Woolgoolga, at 9 a.m.

Members Present :— .
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Frank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee proceeded by special coach to Coif’s Harbour, where they arrived at noon. 
The Sectional Committee visited the jetty at Cofi’s Harbour, 2 miles from the township, and 

inspected the arrangements for transacting the inward and outward business of the port.
The Sectional Committee returned to the township at 5 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, 25 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Cricketers’ Arms Hotel,” CofE’s Harbour, at 10 a.m.

Members Present:—
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Frank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. •
The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—James Gill, caretaker of the Government 

jetty at Coff’s Harbour; James Maries, storekeeper, Coffi’s Harbour ; William Crabb, mining manager of 
the Beacon Gold Mine, Bucca Creek; Eugene Erederick Eudder, farmer, Coramba; and Henry Boultwood, 
journalist, Eernmount.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 1 p.m.
THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 2G MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Cricketers’ Arms Hotel,” Goff’s Harbour, at 9 a.m.

Members Present :—
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Frank Earnell, Esq. .

The minutes of the previous meeting were, read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee proceeded by special coach to Bellingen via Ealeigh and Eernmount. 
The Sectional Committee reached Bellingen at 3 p.m.

FRIDAY, 27 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Bellingen, at 10 a.m.

Members Present :—
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Henry Clarke, Esq.,
Erank Earnell, Esq. ■

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further, considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—John Thomas Greer, farmer, Bellinger Eiver; 

David Anderson, farmer and maize-buyer, Bellingen; and Edward Eaymond, wheelwright and coach- 
builder, Bellingen.

The Sectional Committee at 12’40 p.m. adjourned until 2'30 p.m., when Erederick Doepel, ship
builder and drogher-master, and local agent for the North Coast Steamship Company; James Edward 
Tyler, farmer and grazier, Guy Eawkes ; Eobert Taylor Thorburn, Nowra ; and Erederick Thomas 
Matthews, storekeeper, Bellingen; were sworn, and examined.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 5 minutes past 5 o’clock p.m.

SATURDAY, 28 MAY, 1898. •
The Sectional Committee left Bellingen at 8’30 a.m. and proceeded to Eernmount.

The Sectional Committee met at “ Black’s Hotel,” Eernmount, at 10 a.m.
Members Present:—

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Erank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.
The following witnesses *were sworn, and examined:—William Eichard Spillett, farmer, South 

Arm, Bellinger Eiver ; Andrew Black, hotelkeeper, Eernmount; E. E. H. Baker, auctioneer, Eernmount; . 
Eobert Stuart M'Dougall, Eernmount; and John Pollock, cordial and aerated water manufacturer, 
Eernmount.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 12'30 p.m. At 2 p.m. the Sectional Committee continued 
their journey to the Bellinger Heads, where they arrived at 3'30 p.m.

MONDAY, 30 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee left Bellinger Heads at 9 a.m., and voyaged up the South Arm of the 

Bellinger as far as Picket Hill Creek, where they inspected the quarry from which the stone for the 
proposed Harbour Works is to be obtained. Eeturning, they proceeded up Back Creek to its junction 
with the North Arm, and thence down the North Arm to the Heads, viewing en route the site of the 
proposed training-walls, and inspecting the temporary bank now in progress.

The Sectional Committee met at “ Barrett’s Hotel,” at 2-30 p.m.
Members Present :—

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., | Henry Clarke, Esq.,

Frank Earnell, Esq.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional-Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—David Houison, District Engineer ; Walter 

Darwin Higgins, Inspector of Works, Bellinger Heads; Alfred Edwin Ellis, saw-mill proprietor and 
storekeeper, Bellinger Heads ; and Thomas Key Eatcliffe, pilot and telephone master, Bellinger Heads.

Eobert Stuart M‘Dougall, Eernmount; and Andrew Black, hotel-keeper, Eernmount, were sworn, 
and further examined.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 5-30 p.m.

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 2 JUNE, 1898.
The Sectional Committee left the Bellinger Heads at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, Cist May, and proceeded 

hy way of Nambucca and Macksville to Clybucca, where they arrived on Thursday, 2nd June, at 1 p.m. 
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Traveller’s Best Hotel,” Clybucca, at-2 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.
On the motion of Mr. Eoberts, seconded by Mr. Clarke, it was resolved :—“ That the construction 

of the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver, at a cost not exceeding £36,000, be recommended.” 
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 3 p.m. ,

TUESDAY, 7 JUNE, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Victoria Hotel,” Kempsey, at 10 p.m.

Membees Peesent :—
. Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.
The Chairman submitted a draft report, which was read.
On the motion of Mr. Eoberts, seconded by Mr. Clarke, it was resolved:—“ That the report be 

adopted.”
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 10'30 p.m. '

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

Harbour Works at Nambucca Eiver.

MINUTES OE PEOCEEDINGS.
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Sectional Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on ■ 

Public Works, appointed on Thursday, 12th May, 1898, to inspect, take evidence, and report with 
reference to the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Eiver.

The Sectional Committee left Sydney by the North Coast Company’s steamship “City of Grafton,” 
at 9 p.m. on Tuesday, 17th May. The Sectional Committee arrived at Grafton on Thursday, 19th May, 
and proceeded by way of Woolgoolga, Coff’s Harbour, and the Bellinger to the Nambucca Heads, where 
they opened their inquiry on Tuesday, 3 Lst May. Mr. Trickett left Sydney by steamer at noon on 
Saturday, 28th May, and arrived at Jerseyville on Sunday at 1p.m. On Monday he inspected the Harbour 
Works at the Macleay, and left by steamer for Nambucca at 11 a.m., arriving at 1 p.m. He then inspected 
the Harbour Works at the Nambucca, and then joined the other Members of the Sectional Committee in ' 
a further inspection on Tuesday. -

TUESDAY, 31 MAY, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Victoria Hotel,” Nambucca, at 2 p.m.

Membebs Peesent :— '
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Erank Earnell, Esq.

On the motion of Mr. Clarke, seconded by Mr: Trickett, it was resolved “That Charles Alfred Lee, 
Esq., be the Chairman of the Sectional Committee.”

The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Eiver. 
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—David Houison, District Engineer; J ohn 

Eichmann, saw-mill proprietor and storekeeper, Nambucca ; William John Whaites, pilot, Nambucca 
Heads; David Mitchell, dredge-master, Nambucca; and William Bragg, bee-farmer, Lower Nambucca. 

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 5 p.m.
The
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The Sectional Committee left Namhucca Heads at 8'30 a.m., and arrived at Macksville at 10'30 a.m.

The Sectional Committee met at the “ Star Hotel,” Macksville, at 2’30 p.m.
Members Present :—

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, • Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Eiver.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—Thomas Bolton, President, Macksville 

Progress Association; Edward Hitchins, auctioneer, Warrell Creek'and Macksville; Angus M‘Kay, 
storekeeper, Macksville; William Ezold, storekeeper, Macksville ; Erederick Notley, storekeeper, Macks
ville ; Eobert Quayle, first-class constable, Macksville, and William Woods, Secretary, Macksville Progress 
Committee. ■

■ The Sectional Committee adjourned at 5'43 p.m. .

TRUES DAY, 2 JUNE, 1898.
The Sectional Committee left Macksville at 10 a.m., and arrived at Clybucca at 1 p.m. 

The Sectional Committee met at the “ Traveller’s Eest Hotel,” Clybucca, at 3 p.m.
Members Present :—

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Eiver.
It was proposed by Mr. Clarke, seconded by Mr. Earnell,—“ That the construction of the proposed 

Harbour Works at Nambucca Eiver, at a cost not exceeding £72,500, be recommended.”
Upon which Mr. Trickett moved, as an amendment—“ That all the words after ‘ That ’ be omitted, 

with a view to the insertion of the following words:—‘ on the present evidence, and until the further 
opinion of the Engin'eer-in-Chief is obtained, it is advisable that the construction of the following works 
be recommended, viz.:—■

Northern breakwater, at a cost not exceeding ... ... ... £27,675
Northern wall extension, at a cost not exceeding ... ... ... 1,687
Warrell Creek diversion, ,, ,, ... ... ... 7,245”’

The amendment was negatived upon the following division :—
Ayes, 4. Noes, 1.

Mr. Lee,
Mr. Eoberts, 
Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Farnell.

Mr. Trickett.

The motion was agreed to.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 4 p.m.

TUESDAY, 7 JUNE, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Victoria Hotel,” Kempsey, at 10'30 p.m.

Members Present :—
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G., Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Eiver. 
The Chairman submitted a draft report, which was read. \ .
Upon the motion of Mr. Clarke, seconded by Mr. Earnell, it was resolved,—“ That the report be 

adopted.”
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 11 p.m.

PAELIAMENTAET
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

Harbour Works at Macleay River.

MINUTES OE PROCEEDINGS
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Sectional Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 

Public Works, appointed on Thursday, 12th May, 1898, to inspect, take evidence, and report with 
reference to the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay River.

The Sectional Committee left Sydney by the North Coast Company’s steamship “ City of Grafton,” 
at 9 p.m., on Tuesday, 17th May. The Sectional Committee reached Grafton on Thursday, 19th May, 
and proceeded by way of Woolgoolga, Coff’s Harbour, the Bellinger, and the Nambucca, inspecting and 
taking evidence en route with reference to the proposed Harbour Works on those rivers, to the Macleay, 
arriving at Kempsey at 1 p.m., on Eriday, 3rd June. At Kempsey, they were met by Mr. David Houison, 
District Engineer, and they discussed with him the arrangements to be made for their inspection of the 
river and its entrance. They also had interviews with the Mayor of Kempsey, the District Surveyor, and 
the Local Crown Lands Agent regarding the evidence to be produced at the inquiry on Monday.

FBIDAY, 3 JUNE, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “Victoria Hotel,” Kempsey, at 7 p.m.

Membees Peesent:—
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Erank Earnell, Esq.

On the motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Earnell, it was resolved “ That Charles Alfred 
Lee, Esq., be the Chairman of the Sectional Committee.”

The Sectional Committee deliberated as to their procedure.
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 7'30 p.m.

SATURDAY, 4 JUNE, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the “Victoria Hotel,” Kempsey, at 7'45 a.m.

Membees Peesent :—

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed. _ _ __
At 8 a.m. the Members of the Sectional Committee, accompanied by Mr. David Houison, District 

Engineer, left Kempsey, and proceeded by river to the new entrance. Here they were met by Mr. 
Goodsir, Assistant Engineer-in-Charge of the works, and were taken out to the quarries from which the 
stone for the training-walls is obtained. On their return, they inspected the work now in progress, 
visited the sites of the proposed training-banks, and made themselves thoroughly acquainted with the 
scheme of improvement recommended by the Harbours and Rivers Branch.

Erom the new entrance the Sectional Committee proceeded to the old entrance at Grassy Head, 
where they were met by the pilot, and taken out to the bar.

Returning by river, the Sectional Committee reached Kempsey at 6T5 p.m.

MONDAY, 6 JUNE, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Kempsey, at 10 a.m.

Membees Present :—
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G., j Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, ' Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay River.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined:—David Houison, District Engineer; Samuel 

Sheppard, farmer, Rainbow Reach; and Erederick William Cox, farmer, Rainbow Reach.
At 12'45 p.m. the Sectional Committee adjourned until 2'30 p.m., when Timothy Rafferty, farmer, 

Central Kempsey; William Thomas Ryan Sinclair, river pilot, Kempsey; John Anderson Jamieson, 
pilot, Macleay Heads ; and Alexander Eerguson, agent, North Coast Steam Navigation Company, 
Kemps y, were sworn, and examined.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 5 p.m.

TUESDAY,'
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TUESDAY, 7 JUNE, 1898.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Kempsey, at 10 a.m.

Membees Peesent:—
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq., Chairman.

The Hon. Charles James B-oberts, C.M.G., Henry Clarke, Esq.,
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett, Erank Earnell, Esq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and confirmed.
The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Eiver.
The following witnesses were sworn, and examined :—Brabazon Is ewcorne Casement, medical 

practitioner, Kempsey; James Arthur Winney, journalist, Kempsey ; Austral Eowe, farmer, Tarrahap- 
pini; Thomas Patrick John Taylor, storekeeper, Kempsey; Austral Verge, grazier and landowner, 
Macleay Eiver ; and Enoch Eudder, farmer and grazier, Kempsey.

The Sectional Committee, at 1 p.m., adjourned until 2-30 p.m., when Herbert Phillips, Crown Lands 
Agent and Clerk of Petty Sessions, Kempsey; Otho Orde Dangar, auctioneer, Kempsey; Otto Albert 
Herborn, licensed surveyor, Macleay and Port Macquarie districts; John Hibbard, storekeeper, Dalcoongli 
and Gladstone; William Thomas Dangar, saddler, Kempsey; Alfred James Trees, farmer, West Kempsey; 
Phillip Calfe Hill; Thomas Hennessy, saw-mill proprietor, West Kempsey; and Henry Edmund Palmer, 
Inspector of Stock, Kempsey, were sworn, and examined.

The Sectional Committee adjourned at 5 p.m., and met again at the “Victoria Hotel,” at 8 p.m.
Upon the motion of Mr. Eoberts, seconded by Mr. Earnell, it was resolved,—“ That the construc

tion of the proposed Harbour Works at the Macleay Eiver, at a cost not exceeding £93,000, be 
recommended.”

The Chairman submitted a draft Eeport, which was read.
Upon the motion of Mr. Eoberts, seconded by Mr. Earnell, it was resolved,—“ That the Eeport be 

adopted.”
The Sectional Committee adjourned at 9 p.m.

137 -

Sydney: William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1898.
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.
(SUMMARY OF SPECIAL WORKS CARRIED OUT BY DAY-LABOUR FROM 2.nd AUGUST, 1894, TO

14th JUNE, 1898.)

Printed under No. 1 Report from Printing Committee, 30 June, 1898.

DEPARTMENT OE PUBLIC WORKS.
SUMMARY of Special Works carried out by Day-labour during period from 2nd August, 1894, to 14tb June, 1898.

Description of Work.
No. of 
Special 
Works.

Railway Construction ....................
Harbours and Rivers ....................

Sewerage and Drainage ..............
Country Towns Water Supply ....
Roads Construction .......................
Bridge Construction.......................
Buildings (Government Architect).

Grand Totals ....................

8
7
7
7
5
9

12

55

Aggregate
Estimated

Cost.

£
65,364

163,000

131,468
51,900
11,884
15,598

100,500

Aggreg-ate Actual Cost to date.

Materials.

£
20,700

539,714

7,001
14,954

1,363
8,955

33,252

86,225

Salaries and 
Wages.

£
14,229

163,000

51,388
27,781
11,875
6,286

32,914

307,473

Total.

£
34,929

163,000

58,389
42,735
13,238
15,241
66,160

393,698

1 S C 0> 0.=- «

330
840

481
573
230
174
660

3,288

Remarks.

See “Remarks” on 
Schedule.

Description of Work. Estimated
cost.

Actual Cost. -2 e 
■S E S’ Time

.
Locality.

■ Materials. Salaries— 
Wages. Total.

S'* Op 0.2
3.©' g

occu
pied.

Remarks.

Railway Construction, 14 June, 1898.—No. of Works, 8.
Railway Construction ........

Do do ........

Do do ........
Junction Works and Siding 
Sidings to Power-house Site 
Levelling Darling Island.... 
Weir for Water Supply .... 
Alterations to Car-house ....

Rookwood Necropolis 
Nevertire-Warren .....

Berrigan-Finley.........
West Tamworth.........
Ultimo.........................
Darling Island.............
Condobolin ............. .
North Sydney.............

Harbours and Riykii:
Harbour and Improvement Works.., 

Do do ..
Do do ...
Do do ..
Do do ..,

Canal Construction and Reclama
tions.

Reclamations and Improvements ...

| Tweed iiiver .....
' Richmond River .
! Clarence River ..
I Macleay River ..

Newcastle .........
Shea’s Creek, Cook’s 

River, and Muddy 
Creek.

Sydney District . ..

Totals .............. £

£ £ £ £ months.
5,165 1,366 3,200 4,566 30 ii

29,520 18,115 10,150 28,265 110 8

27,250 116
593 308 253 561 13 2f
550 30
500 15
510 234 140 374 8 3

1,276 677 486 1,163 8 10

65,364 20,700 14,229 34,929 330

14th June, 1898.—No. of Works, 7.
8,000 8,000 8,000 50 12

20,000 20,000 20,000 130 12
20,000 20,000 20,000 130 12
10,000 10,000 10,000 60 12
30,000 30,000 30,000 170 12
30,000 30,000 30,000 170 12

-15,000 45,000 45,000 230 12

163,000 ......  1 163,000 163,000 840

Some.payments still to 
be made.

Work just commencing.

Work just begun, 
do

These works have been 
in progress for some 
years past. The 
figures here given 
represent the aver
age expenditure, he., 
during a period of 
twelve months.

88—
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2

Estimated
Co&t

Actual Cost 3 5=
gSS. Time

RemarksDescription of W oik Locality
Materials Salaries — 

Wages Total
O A
|li

occu
pied

14 June, 1898 —No of Works, 7.

Cleaning out Johnston s Creek, 
S.W channel.

Drainage works
Muddy Creek Bridge and wmg walls 
Sewage farm—1st section

Do 2nd do

Newcastle Pastmage Reserve 
Drainage

Filtei beds, &c , at Outfall Woiks

Concrete dam .

Do
Conciete dam and pipe mam 

Do do
Concrete dam, pipe main, and reticu 

lation
Do do do

Wen, pumps, tank, and reticulation

£ £ £ £ nonths
Annandale 345 337 337 20 3

Byron Bay 5S8 77 525 602 22 4
Arnchffe 510 221 289 510 9 0

do 45,600 1,109 17 598 18,707 155 16
land 23
mrses

do 32,600 170 2,643 2,813 90 5
and 18
horses

Newcastle and suburbs 50,025 5,424 29,911 35,335 170 34

Noith Sydney 1,820 85 85 15

Totals G 131,468 7,001 51,388 58,389 481

r—Country Towns Water Supply, 14 June, 1898.--No

£qnO

Junee 3,512 3,512 3,512 50 8

Armidale 5,461 2,000 3,460 5,460 82 10
Parkes 8,427 3,000 5,427 8,427 60 15
Cootamundra 5,000 943 2,494 3,437 130 3
Mudgee 6,000 918 1,052 1,970 56 3

Tamwoith 20,000 6,881 10,979 17,860 140 12
Condobolin 3,500 692 1,377 2,069 55 2

Totals £ 51,900 14,954 27,781 | 42,735 573

Woik m progress, 

do

do

Work just commenced.

After cancellation of 
conti act 

do do

Work in progress 
do

do
do

Femora to Wyalong
SpeciaIi Day-labour—Hoads, 14th June, 1898.—No. of Works, 3

Cootamundra

\A entwoith Falls to Burragorang 
Road thiough Grand Aich, Jenolan 

Caves
Albion Park, na Macquane Pass, to 

Robertson
Jmdabv no to Kosciusko

Lithgow
do

Moss Vale 

Cooma

Totals

Bom ke—Bi i dge 
Singleton ,
Tamv oi th
V mdsoi ,,
Caicoai ,,
V iskm s G ulh —Bridge 
is imboy da —Bridge 
Nai lan—Wen 
Bathuist Bank Protection

Special Day-labour—Bn
Bourke 
Singleton 
Tamworth 
VI mdsoi 
Carcoar 
Inverell
Grafton-Glen limes 
Angledool 
Bathurst

Totals

2,300 195 4,232 4,427 100 6

1,550 87 1,463 1,550 20 15
2,524 437 2,109 2,546 40 12

4,690 644 3,508 4,152 60

820 563 563 10

11,884 1,363 11,875 13,238 230

es, 14th June, 1898.—]No of Works, 9
3 420 2,235 1,151 3,386 20 6
1 100 780 760 1,540 15 4
1,200 601 404 1,005 23 2*
2,220 1,750 470 2,220 25 7

575 521 132 653 12 2
200 105 69 174 14 1

5 000 2 054 1,983 4,037 23 6
183 lo6 479 635 12 6

l,o00 75$ 838 1,591 30 2*

15 598 8,955 6,286 15,241 174 !

tract.

Work m progress, 

do

Work in progress, 
do

Sppcivl Day-labour—Goternment Architect—Works completed and in progress, 14th June, 1898.—
No. of Works, 12

Chief Seeietaiy and Public Woiks 
Buildings—Additions 

Goi eminent Printing Office—Addi 
tions

Royal Mint— Additions 
Benei olent Asvlum—Iingation 

Woiks "
Hawkesbuiy Agucultuial College— 

Irrigation Woiks
Kenmore Hospital foi Insane — 

Laundiy, Lc
Accommodation House y
Geneial Post Office—Additions 
Go\ eminent House—Stonew ork 

i epairs
Tieasury—Stiong loom 
Electnc Light Installation—Public 

Works, Chief Secietary, and 
Government Printing Ofnces 

Electi ic Light Installation— 
Registrai General s Office

Sydney 16,000 8,846 7,409 16,255 162 21

do 17,007 8,228 8,410 16,638 166 24

do 10 500 4 8tf7 4,566 9,373 94 18
Rookwood l,o00 485 810 1,295 13 42

Richmond 1,500 240 821 1,061 11 30

Goulburn 900 394 443 837 8 18

Jenolan Caves 8 IIS 2,291 4,581 6,872 68 15
Sydney I 37,500 5,177 4,004 9,181 92 8

do 1,500 257 372 629 6 5

do 475 202 108 .310 3 3
do 4,700 2,273 1,340 3,613 36 9

do 1 800 52
(

50 102 1 1

Totals
. Jj 100,500

I
33,252 32,914 66,166 660

Work in progress 
do 
do

do
do

do

13/]
Sjdnej 'William Applegnte Gulhck, Government Pnn*ei —lS9y
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1898.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

DEPARTMENT OE PUBLIC WORKS.
(STATEMENT SHOWING ORDINARY DAY-LABOUR CONTINUOUSLY EMPLOYED.)

Printed under No. 1 Report from Printing Oommittee, 30 June, 1898.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Ordinary Day-Labour Continuously Employed.

Description of Work. Approximate 
Average Number of 

Men Employed.

Roads:—
Maintenance, ferrymen, &c. ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,500

Bridges:— .
Maintenance and repairs ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 60

Dock Establishment:—
Mechanics and labourers ... ... ... ... ... .. 350

Dredge Service :—
Engineers, firemen, seamen, &c. ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 370

Government Architect:—
Repairs to Public Buildings generally... ... ... ... ... ... .. 60

Total ... ... ... ... ... ... 2,340

14 Judc, 1898.

[8A] 89-
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1898.

Legislative Assembly. '

NEW SOUTH WALES.

Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Public Works.

REPORT

TOGETHER WITH

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, APPENDIX, AND PLAN,

RELATING TO THE PROPOSED

HARBOUR WORKS AT TWEED RIVER.

Prcsentcti to parliament in accordance tottfj tije probisions of tije Public OTtorfts Set,
51 Tic. #o. 37-

Printed under No. 1 Report from Printing Committee, 30 June, 1898.

SYDNEY : WILLIAM APPLEGATE GULLICK, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

[3*0 *30—a 1898.
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PARLIAMENTAKY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

HARBOUR WORKS AT TWEED RIVER.

REPORT.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1888, 51 Vic. No. 37, the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 Vic. 
No. 26, and the Public Works (Committees’ Remuneration) Act of 1889, 53 
Vic. No. 11, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon 
“ the expediency of constructing Harbour Works at Tweed River,” have,- after 
due inquiry, resolved that it is expedient the proposed Harbour Works should he 
constructed; and, in accordance with the provision of sub-section IV, of clause 13, 
of the Public Works Act, report their resolution to the Legislative Assembly :—

The Proposed Works.

1. The proposed Harbour Works are an extension of works commenced at 
the entrance to the Tweed River in 1891, and continued, at intervals, up to the 
present time.

Money for the carrying out of what has been done and for continuing the 
work has been voted by Parliament to the extent of £40,600, in sums varying -from 
£3,000 to £10,000, and, of the total amount, £30,685 has been expended. Por this 
expenditure 28,960 feet, or something over five miles, of training-walls have been 
constructed—6,320 feet on the north side of the river entrance, 3,400 feet on the 
south side of the entrance to Terranora Creek, and 19,240 feet on the east side of 
the river, extending from the river entrance to the village of Chindera.

Estimated Cost oe the Works.

2. The scheme under which these works have been carried out is one 
prepared by the Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, for the construction of 
53,000 feet of breakwaters and training-walls at an estimated cost of £112,000 ; 
and it is . now proposed that 4,050 feet of the work yet to he done shall he 
constructed, and a patch of indurated sand near the river entrance removed, at an 
estimated cost of £43,000.

Eor this sum the north training-wall will be completed at a further cost 
of £1,200 ; a north breakwater extended round to the extreme south-east corner of 
the Point Hanger headland at an expenditure of £14,900; the eastern training- 
wall completed up to the point where the southern breakwater will commence, for 
£8,087 10s.; and a southern breakwater constructed at a cost of £14,377 10s. These 
amounts make a total of £38,565, and the balance of the £43,000 will he absorbed 
in supervision and plant. It is intended to have the works carried out by day labour, 
and the expenditure will he distributed over a period of three or four years, the 
time it is expected the construction of the works will occupy. . *

Necessity eor Improving the Tweed River. .

3. The necessity for improving the Tweed River entrance has been before the 
Department of Public Works since 1872, when attention was first drawn to the 
unsatisfactory condition of the river and the inconvenience experienced by trading

vessels
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vessels through, the shallow and uncertain nature of the bar. Ten years later, the 
official papers show, steamers drawing no more than from 4 feet 6 inches to 4 feet 
9 inches grounded at the bar, and no vessels drawing more than from 3 feet to 3 feet 
6 inches could cross the flats within the entrance.

This condition of affairs led to urgent requests from the residents for the 
construction of works which would improve the navigation of the river; and, in 
'response to these, officers were sent to the Tweed to survey the navigable portion of 
the stream, and report as to the best method of dealing with the difficulties complained 
of. In 1884, the late Captain Howard reported that the bar was constantly shifting 
its position, and, though fairly navigable at times, vessels could only get inside the 
Heads, to which place cargoes had to be lightered up and down the river in punts. 
As far as Cudgen, there are extensive sand flats, the water being shallow and the 
navigation very intricate.

To the residents of the district (which has an important future) these 
impediments to trade were a serious drawback to their prosperity and progress, 
and the representations to the Department were continued until, in 1889, the 
matter was inquired into by the present Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, 
and a recommendation made that a sum of £10,000 should be placed on the Loan 
Estimates for the construction of fascine dykes, &c., along the lowrer channel of the 
river. The idea of constructing fascine dykes was subsequently abandoned, but the 
money being voted by Parliament in 1890, the work of building the training-walls 
was commenced, a sand-pump dredge being used to remove the sand from the channel 
to the back of the walls, by which method land was reclaimed at the same time as 
the channel was improved.

The Commiitee’s Inquiry.

4. In dealing with the additional works referred to them for inquiry the 
Committee feel that the works already constructed practically commit them to recom
mending those now proposed, in order that the full benefit from the expenditure 
may be obtained. The extent to which the works have been carried out renders 
it inadvisable to recommend anv material alteration in the desism. The Committeev O
have, however, fully acquainted themselves with the details of the design; they have 
inquired as to the effect which the existing works have had upon the river and 
its entrance, and as to whether the additional works are necessary to make the others 
more effective; and they have endeavoured to ascertain whether the present con
dition and future prospects of the district justify the proposed expenditure.

Eeeect oe the Works Constructed.

5. The effect of the works already carried out, upon the navigation of the 
river, appears to have been very beneficial. The channel along the eastern training- 
wall has been deepened by dredging and the scour created by the Avail to 20 feet, 
and widened to about 100 feet. Now, there is a channel from 12 to 20 feet deep, 
from nearly opposite Chindera, where the training-wall on the east side of the 
river commences, to the river entrance, a distance of 3f miles. Previously, for 
more than half this distance, there were, the Committee are informed, frequently 
not more than 2 feet, and, in some parts, only 10 inches, of water. When the 
works now proposed shall have been constructed, and some dredging in the river 
carried out, it is confidently expected that steamers of fair draught will be able to 
enter the river and proceed to Murwillurnbah wharf. The last reports concerning 
the bar show there Avere 12 feet of water upon it. It is claimed by the Department 
that this results from the works already constructed; but as previous to the 
commencement of the works, there was, at times, a similar depth it is not certain 
that the present satisfactory bar is entirely attributable to this cause; still there is 
little doubt that the works in progress have contributed to the improvement.

Necessity for the Additional Works.

6. The proposed additional works the Committee find to be necessary, in 
order to prevent those already constructed from falling into a defective state through 
want of the support which the additional works will give them, and to make the 
scheme as effective as possible.

Erom
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Erom the evidence of the Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, and that of 
.the District Engineer, it will he seen that during the whole time the walls now in 
position have been under construction the bar at the entrance to the river has shown 
a. tendency to improve and the river to deepen. In their opinion, the work done 
•has proved entirely satisfactory, and they have no doubt that the additional works 
proposed will also prove a success. By concentrating, the water between the break
waters and the training-walls a great scour will he created, and the stream shot out 
of the river straight on to the bar, which must in this way he permanently improved.
A certain amount of dredging will always he necessary in the river, hut on the 
completion of the works contemplated the cost of it will be less by one-half what it 
is now.

. The Sectional Committee who visited the. river, and inspected the training- 
,walls which have been constructed, endeavoured to ascertain whether the results 
desired could he obtained by building the southern breakwater, and allowing the rocks 
on the north side of the river entrance to act as a northern breakwater, by which 
method the expense of constructing the proposed northern breakwater would he 
avoided; but such a reduction of the Departmental proposal did not appear to be 
desirable. The northern breakwater, it was explained, is as necessary as the 
southern to impart to the water the requisite power to act beneficially on the bar. . 
Without the northern breakwater much of the force of the out-flowing current 
would lose itself in a bight inside the Point, and the influence upon the bar he 
correspondingly lessened.

• . 7 '

. The Breakwaters.

7. The plans submitted show the two breakwaters as it is intended to construct 
them under the proposal referred to the Committee, and as they would he if carried 
out to the extent contemplated in the complete scheme. As proposed now, they will 
he carried seaward to a point almost in a line with the coast on the north and south 
sides of the river entrance. Point Danger, it is explained,. projects well out on 
the coast, so that the littoral current sweeps close by ; and, a scour in the river being 
assured, as fast as the sand is swept out of the river it will he caught by the ocean 
current and carried southward, tinder these circumstances a good entrance should 
he maintained, and a further extension of the breakwaters will probably he 
unnecessary. If the expectations from the proposed works should not he realised, 
then the additional length of breakwaters can he constructed as intended, and the 
scheme carried out to completion.

The Tweed River District.

8. The district around the Tweed River is very fertile, with a large extent 
of good land and an abundant rainfall. Within the area represented by the 
watershed of the river there are, according to the information supplied to the 
Committee by the Chief Draftsman of the Department of Lands, 87,400 acres of 
alienated land ; 68,260 acres of reserves ; and 130,290 acres of Crown land.

The alienated land is principally in the hands of selectors who are engaged 
in sugar-cane and maize-growing, to which are added the ordinary productions from 
farming, dairying, and timber-cutting. Cane-growing has been the principal 
industry, and has been carried on in connection with the Colonial Sugar Refining 

.and other Companies, who have erected mills on the river. Maize is grown on the 
river banks in large quantities. The pig and bacon industry is fairly large and 
profitable. Dairying is a comparatively new industry in the district, hut the 
establishment of creameries indicates that it is developing. Timber is an important 
article of export from the river, and is sent away in considerable quantities. 
The reserves mentioned in the land statistics are forest reserves.

Of the unalienated Crown land about 51,400 acres are held under occupation
license.

All the witnesses examined agree as to the importance of the district and 
the prosperous future it should have, and the Sectional Committee were impressed 
by its great fertility.

*30—c
Result
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Result op the Inquiry.
9. From the evidence, and the opinion expressed by the Sectional Committee, 

it is advisable, the Committee consider, in order that the works already constructed 
shall he duly effective, that the extensions referred to them for inquiry, should be 
carried out. No harbour entrance works such as these, in connection with a river 
having a northern headland, have, up to the present, been completed by the 
Department, but similar works are in progress at the Richmond River, where 
the headland is also on the north side of the entrance, and so far as the works 
there have been constructed, they promise to be successful.

The decision arrived at by the Committee is shown in the following extract 
from their Minutes of Proceedings, of Thursday, 23rd April:—

“ Mr. Lee moved,—‘ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient that the proposed 
Harbour Works at Tweed River, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, 
be carried out.’

’ “ The motion was seconded by Mr. Trickett, and passed on the following division :—
Ayes, 12. Noes, 1.

Mr. Ewing, Mr. Humphery.”
Mr. Hoskins,
Mr. Roberts,
Mr. Trickett,
Mr. O’Connor,
Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Eegan,
Mr. Hassall.
Mr. .Black,
Mr. Wright,
Mr. Earnell.

. THOS. EWING,
Chairman

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 26th April, 1898.



735

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
WORKS.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE,

HARBOUR WORKS AT TWEED RIVER.

TUESDAY, 15 MARCH, 1893. 
ijSrefittnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq. (Chaiuman).
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Eobeets, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Teickett. 
Henet Claeke, Esq,

Prank Eaenell, Esq.

Charles Alered Lee, Esq. 
Thomas Henet Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing Harbour Works at Tweed River.

Robert R. E. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Roads, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and examined :—

1. Ckairman.~] You have a statement with reference to the proposed improvements to the entrance of the R r p 
Tweed River P Yes. Hickson.
The entrance to the Tweed River is 372 nautical miles north of Sydney. The river flows through rich country, having a 
semi-tropical aspect, the alluvial flats being particularly fertile ; the total area of the watershed is about 420 square miles. 15Mar,, 1898, 
Erom its source to the sea, the river has a length of about 46 miles and is navigable by small craft on the Main Arm as far 
as Byangum, a distance of 23 miles from the entrance, and on the North Arm as far as Boat Harbour, 24 miles from the 
entrance.

The official papers show that in 1882, the entrance and lower portion of the river'were in a much more shoal con
dition than they had previously been—steamers drawing only 4 ft. 6 in. to 4 ft. 9 in. had grounded at the bar, while craft 
drawing from 3 ft. to 3 ft. 6 in. only could cross the flats within the entrance. Urgent requests were consequently made by 
the residents for the construction of some works for the improvement of the navigation.

The following extracts from the report of the late Captain Howard (who made a very complete and careful survey 
of the navigable portion of the river) give an idea of its condition in 1884 :—

“ The bar is constantly shifting in position, but during the survey retained about the same depth, viz., 6 feet at 
high water.

“ As will be seen on the plan, the opening at the inner head is very narrow, in comparison with the great extent of 
water inside ; consequently the tidal streams are very rapid and the range of.tide in the river small.

“ As the channel curves sharp round to the northward at the entrance, very careful navigation is required to keep a 
vessel off the rocky shore inside, on to which the eddy sets. It has been represented to me that a stone-dyke run 
out from the Head to the Sawmill Jetty would keep a straight channel, assist navigation, and very likely add to 
the depth of water on the bar, by giving increased scour in a nearly straight line. Vessels could then be towed in 
at high water, whereas at present they have to wait till the full strength of the stream has abated—from two to 
three hours after high water, by which time the depth on the bar has decreased considerably.

“ I have heard that since I left the Tweed the swashway round the South Spit has deepened sufficiently to be navigable, 
but it is liable to silt up again rapidly at any time.

“ The great want of this river is water-carriage on the river itself. Vessels drawing 6 feet are towed over the bar 
with much difficulty ; but are compelled to moor at the Heads, and cannot sail up the river to deliver cargo, as 
they do at the Clarence, Richmond, and other rivers. All cargo has to be taken up or down in flat-bottomed 
punts, and in consequence of the shoal-winding channel through the flats there is frequently much delay. If a 
steam-dredge were sent to the Tweed she would easily cut a straight channel through the flats. A depth of 6 feet 
at low water would enable any vessel that could cross the bar, to proceed right up to Murwillurnbah, the principal 
town, distant 17£ sea miles from the Heads by the river.

“After passing the flats there is a good clear channel up to Stott’s Island, at each end of which the obstruction could 
be cleared away in a day or two. The river is very shoal in the long reach between Congong Mill and Murwil- 
luinbah, there being a gravelly bar with not more than 3 feet at low-water for over 2,000 feet. Above Murwillurnbah 
the flats are stony, and could be best dealt with by a * PriestmanV grab.

“ On the North Arm are extensive flats of sand and gravel up to the bridge, just below which is the old crossing, over 
boulders. The Sugar Company’s punts manage to get a mile or two above the bridge.

“ On the Main River, the head of navigation for punts, may be said to be the junction of the South and Middle Arms 
at Byangum, which is as far as the survey was carried. ”

During 1885 and 1886 numerous complaints were made as to the inconvenience and constant loss sustained by the 
residents through the impediments to navigation. It was represented that the Tweed embraced a most fertile district, the 
lull development of which was retarded for want of carriage facilities—goods had to be lightered between the Heads and 
the various settlements, and the expense of this was so great that ordinary cultivation did not pay ; and further, the want 
of these facilities also discouraged direct trading between SjMney and the Tweed. Large sums of private money had also 
been spent on the river, the venture of the Colonial Sugar Refining Company alone representing over £100,000 ; and it was 
urged that some consideration should be given to the residents by improving the navigation of the river.

In 1889, urgent requests were made by the residents that a sum of £10,000 might he placed on the Estimates for the 
construction of training-walls at the Heads. The work of improving the entrance was represented to be amatter of absolute 
necessity—the river was becoming a very important place and the shipping trade assuming large dimensions, but unless the 

30—A entrance
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R:. P. entrance were improved and better facilities given for the trade of the port, the business would be lost to this Colony and
Hickson. go to Brisbane, as the Queensland railway was close to the Tweed district and was being pushed forward to the Border.

The matter having been referred to Mr. Darley for report, he recommended that a sum of £10,000 be placed on the Loan 
15Mar., 1898. Estimate for the construction of fascine dykes, &c., along the lower channel of the river.

1 , As to the possibility of obtaining suitable material for the walls, Mr. Keele, District Engineer reported as follows :—
‘LK-Cither ti-tree.nor clay/so far as I could ascertain, can be obtained within a reasonable distance of the proposed works to 
enable fascine banks so be cheaply constructed. There seems, however, to be plenty of good stone. The headland at Point 
Danger is a basaltic formation, which should come out in very large blocks, if the boulders lying at the foot of the cliff can 
be taken as any indication of its quality ; many of these were from 10 to 20 ton weight. It is probable that sufficient stone 
could be obtained from this place to construct the north breakwater'. I also examined a hill at the back of the town about 
1 mile from the river bank, which contained basalt. There is also columnar basalt in considerable quantities on both sides 
of the river about mile from Terranora Point. A quarry could be opened at Cave Point which would probably be 
sufficient to supply all the stone required for the training-wall.”

A complete scheme for the improvement of the entrance and lower portion of the river having been prepared, and a 
sum of money made available, the work of constructing the training-walls with stone was commenced, and as the walls 
progressed the pump-dredge “Actor ” followed, removing the sand from the channel and pumping it to the back of the 
W'alls, thus reclaiming land and improving the channel at the same time.

In October, 1893, a request was made that a further vote might be taken for the Tweed works, as the portion already 
constructed had been very cheaply done, and very successful in opening up the river for traffic. On this, Mr. Darley 
reported that very little more could be done towards dredging the river until the walls were extended, and as the work so 
far completed had proved so beneficial and the cost so small, he considered that a further expenditure was well warranted. 
He therefore recommended that a further sum of £10,000 should be taken.

On the vote becoming exhausted the works were temporarily stopped, but were recommenced on 11th June, 1894, 
and continued until July, 1897, when Mr. Darley reported as follows :—“ During my recent visit to the north I inspected 
the work now in progress on the Tweed River. "So far as the training-walls are complete they promise to fulfil their purpose 
in a satisfactory manner, and the channels dredged along them are maintaining their depths. I came to the conclusion, 
however, that it may be advisable to stay further progress with the training-walls until a good deal more dredging is 
performed, as it is desirable to draw7 the channel across to the northern training-wall, and let it pass along that wall out 
towards the entrance. When this is accomplished the southern training-wall can be extended, as the water will then be 
shallower, and also the northern or No. 1 wall might then be commenced and extended as far as the eastern limit of the 
North Head. But, as I said before, I do not think it necessary to proceed with these walls until a good deal more dredging 
is performed. I therefore recommend that the harbour works, as regards construction of walls, be temporarily stopped, 
and the plant carefully stored.” The works were consequently stopped on 10th July, 1897. _

On 26th July, 1897, the Murwillurnbah Progress Association wrote, urging on the Minister the necessity of immediately 
doing something towards improving the river entrance, which was stated to be in anything but a satisfactory condition ; but 
Mr. Darley pointed out that while the Tweed bar, like all other river bars at the time, was in an unsatisfactory state for navi
gation, the temporary stoppage of the training-walls v7as in no way to blame for this, nor would they, if proceeded with, 
prove of any benefit for a long time. The dredging of the channel was being pushed on with, and this was what was really 
needed now and for some time to come.

On 1st November, 1897, the Member for the district drew the attention of the Minister to the necessity of providing 
on the 1897 Estimates a sum of money for continuing the harbour works. If provision were not made it might be eight 
months before work could be commenced, whereas if proper provision were made the work could be commenced when it 
was found desirable to do so. A further sum of £10,000 was thereupon taken on the Loan Votes 1897-8.

The scheme now before the Committee consisted of northern and southern breakwaters, 500 feet apart at the entrance, 
and training-walls on either side of the river, extending upstream as far as the village of Chindera, and also a short distance 

' up Terranora Creek. The total length of breakwaters and walls in the complete scheme is about 53,000 feet, the original
■ estimate being £129,185. Of the above-mentioned length, 28,960 feet have been constructed at a cost of £30,685 8s. 4d.

The whole of this work has been carried out by day-labour. Of the remainder of the scheme it is now recommended that 
■ 4,050 feet of breakwater and training-wall be constructed and the patch of indurated sand near the entrance removed at an

estimated cost of £43,000.
The amounts voted for the works have been as follows :—

2 ' ' PARLIAMENT ARY STANDING. COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

1890. 54 Vic. No. 33..............................................................................  £10,000
1894. 57 Vic. No. 17............................................................................................. 3,000
1895. 58 Vic. No. 17............................................................................................. 5,000
1895-6. 59 Vic. No. 6............................................................................................. 6,600
1896. 60 Vic. No. 32............................................................................................ 6,000
1897. 61 Vic. No. 43............................................................................................ 10,000

Total............................................. £40,600
and the balance on 31st December, 1897 was £9,914 11s. Sd.

The walls constructed, together with the dredging, have proved exceedingly satisfactory, there being now from 10 ft. 
to 20 ft. of water where previously there had been a tortuous channel having stretches with only from 2 ft. to 6 ft., and it 
is considered that the extension of the walls now proposed, together with the removal of the patch .of indurated sand would 
provide a permanent entrance of sufficient depth for all present requirements. _

The resolution recommending that this matter be referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works was submitted to the Legislative Assembly by the Minister for Works, and passed on the 9th December, 1897.

WEDNESDAY, 16 MARCH, 1898.

JJrtstttt: —
THOMAS THOMSON EWING

The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Eobeets, C.M.G.
The Hon. William Joseph Teickett.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Ebank Eaenell, Esq.

Esq. (Chairman).
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River.

Cecil West Darley, Engineer-iu-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, sworn, and
examined:—

C W Darley Chairman.'] I presume that the statement handed in by the Dnder Secretary for Works was prepared 
under your supervision ? Yes.

16Mar., 1898. 3- And it may therefore be regarded as a true statement of the facts of the case? Yes.
4. Mr. Hoskins.] Have you a party now working at the Tweed River improving the navigation? Not 
now; we ceased work in July last.
5. Have you any objection to make a statement as to what has been done
done ? 1 will explain the matter to the Committee by reference to the map.

and what is proposed to be 
Attention was first drawn



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE---- HARBOUB WOBKS AT TWEED RIVER. 3

731

to the condition of the Tweed River in 1872. There was very little known in Sydney then about the Darley.
river, where there were only a few settlers. The trade consisted chiefly of cedar export. Subsequently
attention was called to the state of the river, and Captain Sydney was sent up to survev and report, and ^ar-) 1898.
afterwards Captain Howard. The latter gentleman showed by his report that while the bar was fairly
navigable at times, vessels could only get immediately inside the Tweed Heads as far as the township, and
the cargo had to be lightered down the river in punts. There were flats opposite the township, and all the
way up to Cudgen the navigation was very intricate, and the water very shallow. In fact from nearly
opposite the entrance up to Cave Point, where the present channel is, there were only about 10 inches of
water. I myself have stuck there in a boat drawing about 10 inches. The channel winding through the
flats was very intricate, and it passed round behind the little island north of Chindera, and nothing but
small punts and boats could get up past the entrance. We first sent a dredge there in 1891, and in 1894
a grab-dredge was sent. The grab-dredge was employed in trying to deepen the passage near Chindera
Point, so as to let the punts get by, there being at that spot only about 10 inches of water. Parliament
voted a sum of money for the work in 1890, and in 1891 operations were commenced by opening a quarry.
The Minister called upon me to prepare a scheme for improving the river, and I laid down a scheme which 
is practically that now submitted to the Committee. We have never departed from it. Having submitted 
the scheme, I was authorised to commence work. I started to open a quarry at Cave point, where there 
was suitable stone for making a training wall, and the first stone for the wall was deposited in January 
1892. The first vote of £10,000 became exhausted, and we had to cease work in April, 1893. We worked 
for sixteen months and had to cease again, and we stopped work then for fourteen months until a further 
sum of money was voted, and from the 11th June, 1894, until we stopped in July, 1897, the work was in 
continual progress. The work shown on the plan as marked by black lines is all carried out. The wall 
on each side of the entrance to Terranora Creek is also completed, and the wall leading down—what is 
called the northern training-wall—towards the sea entrance is all complete. As we were running out this 
wall we put the dredge at work with the result that we deepened the channel to 12 or 14 feet. We 
dredged it about 100 feet wide. Once the wall was provided it guided and directed the current, and the 
channel became widened and deepened ; so that the work done so far has been successful, and nature is 
now improving and widening the channel. '
G. What is the distance between the two walls ? 700 ft. Although we have only dredged to a depth of 12 
or 14 feet, we have now from 22 to 27 feet of water. It is a good 20 feet channel right through. The 
scour has deepened and widened the channel. ‘
7. There are steamers now regularly trading from Sydney to the Tweed ? Tes. '
8. There were two, were there not ? Xes ; one was lost a few months ago. ’
9. What was the size of those steamers carrying passengers and goods ? They were small boats.
10. What is the draught of water? The draught of water on the bar is very good now. The last reporls
from the bar showed 12 feet. Last year, the time when the “ Chindera” was wrecked, it was only 8 feet 
6 inches. 1
11. What length do you propose to have the training-wall, when you complete your work ? The total 
length of walls constructed to date is 28,960 feet, or something over 5 miles.
12. Will you have training-walls on each side of the river ? The plans show where the walls are now
erected. The wall on the east side is 19,450 feet long, or over 3 miles ; the wall on the south side of
Terranora is 3,200 feet long ; and the north training-wall is 6,320 feet long.
13. Would there not be a danger of the water from the creeks and the tributaries of the river carrying
down the silt, and so filling-up your channel? No ; Terranora Creek is the outlet from an inland basin, 
with no very great amount of creek water coming into it. It is a good tidal area, and stores a great 
quantity of water. I have purposely left a wide entrance to let the tide run freely in. In fact, it is '
proposed by dredging to further improve the entrance up Terranora Creek. ■
14. Is there not this danger that if the tide is allowed to go up that creek, all the land there being rich
alluvial soil, in time of great floods the action of the tide will bring the sediment down to the mouth of 
the creek, and thus tend to shallow up the river? No; there is such a large area. It is simply tidal 
action, and excepting in flood the water has no great velocity ; and of course in a flood the velocity is 
sufficient to carry it on. ‘
15. Is it long since you were at the Tweed ? I have not been there since last June. .
16. Are you of opinion from the experience you have acquired since the works were commenced, that the 
Tweed River can be made navigable for good-sized vessels, if your scheme is carried out ? It can be made 
navigable for vessels drawing 14 or 15 feet of water.
17. Even over the bar ? Tes. ’
18. _ Is there not a spot inside where the water is shallower than it is on the bar ? In the new channel 
which we propose making there is a patch of indurated sand, but we hope to have that dredged away long 
before the works are completed ; it is part of the scheme to dredge it away. There is a patch of indurated 
sand in the bight at the north side, but it is simply sand cemented together by a little iron, and we can 
get it away by the dredge.
19. You have not travelled much about the district to which the Tweed supplies a natural port ? I have 
not been up to the head waters. I have been to Murwillurnbah. I have been a good deal over the district.
20. The district has a much smaller area than the Richmond district ? Tes ; but the rainfall is greater.
21. And the soil very rich ? Yes.
22. Has there been a rapid increase of settlement in the district ? There has been a very large increase.
It is capable of carrying a large population.
23. The settlers are engaged principally in growing sugar and in dairying ? Tes, and maize-growing.
24. Do they send their maize and other products out to sea through the mouth of the river by steamers ?
Tes.
25. Is it not a fact that the Government of Queensland purpose running a branch from their railways so
as to connect Brisbane with the Tweed River ? I cannot say it is a fact ; I have heard rumours to that 
effect. On the other hand, I have heard it stated by a member of the Queensland Parliament—a member 
of the Ministry—that he did not think it would be done unless New South Wales continued her railway 
to the border, so that the two systems might join. If the river were open for navigation all the trade 
would come to Sydney. ' ,
26. How long do you anticipate it will take to carry out the work you contemplate ? Between three and
four years. 27.' ■
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P.W. Darley. 27. How much has been expended on the work up to the present time ? The expenditure to date has 
----' been £80,605 8s. 4d.

6 ar., 1898. 23. How much do you calculate it will cost to complete the work according to your designs P £43,000.
29. Do you think that will complete it to your satisfaction ? It will complete all that will be required 
there for many years.
30. If the New South Wales railway were extended from the Richmond down to the banks of the Tweed, 
and in addition extensive improvements were made at the entrance to the harbour, would not one means 
of communication be in opposition to the other ? The railway, I think, would get the passenger traffic, 
but I do not think it would carry a large quantity of goods. Even if there were a market for our produce 
in Brisbane, the trade would go by sea instead of by railway.
31. Although the area of land watered by the Tweed and its tributaries is less than in the case of the 
Richmond River, do you think that the land in the Tweed River district is quite as good as that in the 
Richmond River district ? There is more good land on the Tweed than on the Richmond in proportion 
to the respective areas.
32. Mr. Trickett.'] What is the size of the training-banks that you have constructed—the width at the 
base and at the top ? The banks are made 6 feet wide on top. The stone is simply tipped in and 
allowed to find its own slope, which is about 1 to 1, and the wall is about 3 feet high over high water.
33. And is the wall constructed of local stone ? Tes, stone from Cave Point. Then, as it gets lower 
down, the wall rises until near the entrance it is nearly 4| feet over high water. The breakwater, 
coloured red on the plan, and which it is proposed to construct, will be 15 feet -wide on top, rising from 
6 ft. up to 16 ft. over high-water as you get out near the entrance.
34. What is your experince as to putting stone in that way on a sandy bottom ;—does it keep on settling 
down, or does it find its own resting-place after a short time ? It does not sink into the sand. If the 
channel scours out in front, as the channel has done in this case, then the stone on the face will slide 
down, and that checks any further scouring action. Of course, the stone being all loose, we make it up 
again from time to time ; but the effect of the stone being loose and sliding down is to check the scouring 
action on the sides and to protect it, so that the back of the wall will be standing on the original surface, 
while the front of the wall will slip down to the bottom of the channel. The stone slides down so that 
the face of the channel is practically covered with stone.
35. When we were considering the proposed training-wall at the Manning River a fear seemed to be 
expressed that the deposit of stone on a sandy bottom would keep subsiding and subsiding, and that when 
a heavy rush of flood-water came there would be a danger of undermining the training-wall;—do you 
think that is likely to happen in this case ? No, I do not anticipate any trouble from that. Of course, if 
you have a subsidence, you can make it up again during the progress of the work, and while the change 
is going on. It is not like a settlement.
36. It would not be likely to tear away to any extent ? No.
37. As far as the present wall has gone, has it stood well? Very well indeed. We have had some very 
heavy floods there, and when a great part of the wall was made north and south from Cave Point the 
water was comparatively shallow. Then we dredged alongside, so that the stones on the slope kept 
rolling down and following the deep water. Only the stones on the slope, and not the whole of the wall, 
stand on that depth of water. The back of the wall is standing on the original bottom. In other words, 
the stone does not sink into the sand at all. We find it never sinks into the sand. I have been able to 
observe that in many places along the coast, and particularly at Newcastle. As the scour takes place 
the front is deepened, and the stone rolls down the slope, and protects it from under-pinning.
38. What you mean is that on the outside bank of the wall the stone is much deeper than on the inside ? 
Tes.
39. And that in place of the sand or mud which you dredge out, there is a gradual subsidence of the 
stone which forms a kind of solid wall ? Tes ; we have a tramway along the top, and if any subsidence 
takes place, it is only a matter of dropping a few stones over at that spot.
40. Where is the bar at the harbour entrance ? Nearly opposite the extreme point—just near the spit 
on the south side—it moves about very much. I have known the South Spit to run up and overlap the 
North Head, so that a vessel had to go up north, and then turn out to sea. In that case the bar was away 
some distance out; but usually the bar is nearly opposite the North head. It changes after every storm.
41. Has not the rapid scour created by the long training-wall and the sweeping out of so much sand, had 
the effect of decreasing the water outside the entrance? No; on the contrary, the water has been 
steadily deepening. Every year the bar is improving, although we have done nothing to it. It tends to 
steadily improve naturally.
42. I suppose Point Danger is a projecting point, and the sand has a chance of getting swept well away ? 
Tes; I think it is scoured right away. The current takes it away down the coast.
43. And no sand has been deposited at the entrance ? No. All the time we have been extending that
work there has been a tendency for the bar to improve. '
44. In estimating the amount it will cost to complete the work at £43,000, have you gone carefully into 
the matter ;—and will you give us details showing how you arrived at that estimate ? In the first place 
there is a little work necessary in order to complete the north training-wall. It will be necessary 
to raise and complete that wall, and finish the head of it, and that work will cost £1,200. Eor extending 
the north breakwater, the amount put down is £14,000; to complete the eastern training-wall up to the 
point where the breakwater commences, the cost will be £8,087 10s.; and to carry the southern breakwater 
out to the point where I propose to take it, will cost £14,377 10s. This makes a total of £38,865. Then 
adding £4,435 for supervision and plant, some heavier cranes being required, that will make a total of 
£43,000.
45. "Will the stones at the entrance be of a very massive character ? Tes, large stones. We shall have 
to open a quarry at Point Danger for that purpose. We can get stone on the New South Wales side of 
the Border ; but I think the best quarry would be found on the Queensland side, and I have no doubt the 
Q-overnment can obtain permission from the Queensland Government to open a quarry there. The highest 
point of the headland is in Queensland, and that is where I would like to get the stone.
46. Then the stone for the southern breakwater would have to be punted across ? Tes ; I have provided 
for that in the estimate.
47. How- far would the quarry be from the works ? About 900 or 1,000 feet.

48.
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48. I suppose you would run a short tram-line ? Tes. - c-w- Darley.
49. Is it proposed to carry out this work by day labour ? Tes.
50. Has that system been satisfactory so far with regard to other works? This has been the cheapest^ar'> 
harbour work we have ever done in the country.
51. I suppose the work is of a character ■which is more suitable for day labour ? I think so. There is
always a difficulty in making a contract for work of this class. There are so many contingencies and so 
many ways by which a contractor can take points. Tou cannot foretell everything, and by day labour 
you can put the stone exactly where you require, and meet every contingency arising from storms and 
otherwise. When you are tied to a contract it is very hard indeed to depart from the fixed lines of that 
contract. ^ In every case where we have had a contract for work of this kind there has always been a 
liability to misunderstanding and trouble with the contractor. Tou cannot anticipate difficulties that may 
occur. The total cost of the stone on the Tweed, including everything up to date, is about 2s. 2d. a ton in 
place. '
52. Who has been in charge of the works up there ? They have been under the direction of Mr. Keele, 
the district engineer. Mr. Brooks tvas the resident engineer on the spot.
53. Has all work ceased there at the present moment ? Tes.
54. Dredging and all ? To ; we are still dredging.
55., Is it not from necessity that you are dredging ? We are furthering the work.
56. In July, 1897, you reported that you did not think it necessary to proceed with the training-wall until 
a good deal more dredging was done;—is sufficient dredging now done to allow you to go on with the 
training-wall ? Tot immediately ; but there will be in a few months. I want to see the channel taken 
right over to the north wall, and I want to see a little of the indurated sand removed.
57. Are you depositing the silt behind the training-wall ? Tes.' '
58. Mr. Wright.'] Why is there an opening left between the northern training-wall and the end of the 
proposed northern breakwater ? We are leaving that open because in the first place it will act as a wave- 
trap, and in the next place it is necessary as an entrance for the pilotboats and tugboats to pass in and 
out. The township is inside.
59. Do you propose to deepen that channel ? To. Thave not closed the tide out from Terranora Creek, 
so that the ebb-tide still passes through behind the north opening of the wall, and preserves the channel.
If that place should fill up at any future time so that the tugboat and pilot-boat cannot lie there or get 
in and out, we shall have to make a road from the township to the river across the training-wall.
60. Mr. Trickett^] Captain Howard reported that vessels had to be towed into the entrance and could 
not sail in:—can they sail in now ? There is a tugboat, and they do not risk sailing in.
61. Is that big eddy, which takes place at flood tide, still in existence ? There is a considerable eddy just 
north of the. point at South Spit. It is brought about by conflicting currents ; the currents are not 
confined to one channel.
62. The report, to which I have just referred, states that goods have to "be lightered between the Heads 
and the various settlements. When your scheme is carried out how far will the steamers go up to avoid 
the lighterage ? I hope the Sydney steamers will go right up to the Murwillurnbah wharf. There is still 
some dredging to be done. It could have been done before, but there was more important work to do at 
the Heads. The moment the more urgent work is done, the dredge will go up to the Condong Flats.
There are now only two flats on the river preventing a steamer from going right up to Murwillurnbah.
Long before this work is finished steamers will be running to the Murwillurnbah wharf. ,
63. Is all the plant that you have used there from time to time still at the Tweed ? Some of it is there,
but I removed a good deal of it to Camden Haven, because it was too light for the class of work we next 
enter upon. There has been a transfer in the books and the vote has been credited with the plant so 
disposed of, which is only suitable for small work. I have included in my estimate a sum of money for 
heavier plant. •
64. Tou seem to speak very confidently in your report as to the effect of the work submitted for the 
consideration of the Committee. I suppose you look upon the scheme as necessary and one that will 
largely benefit the districts, and you consider from your experience of the work already accomplished that 
it is likely to be of a very effective character ? Tes ; I think it will be found to be thoroughly successful.
I do not know of any river on the coast that, in my opinion, warrants expenditure more than the Tweed.
65. Mr. Clarke.] The original estimate for this work was about £129,000 ? Tes.
66. And £30,685 has been already expended? Tes.
67. And a sum of £43,000 is required to complete the work now before the Committee? Tes.
68. Has the work already done been satisfactory ? Entirely.
69. I see by the report handed in by Mr. Hickson that it is proposed to expend about £10,000 on a 
fascine dyke ? That was the first proposal. When I found that I could get good stone I abandoned the 
fascine work.
70. Tou think a fascine dyke not suitable? Tot suitable where there is a sandy bottom.
71. Tou have had a little experience of that in some other rivers ? Tes.
72. Particularly atMoruya? At Moruya it failed entirely. At that time there was a good deal of
pressure brought to bear to use fascines everywhere. .
73. There is a railway now from Murwillurnbah to Lismore ? Tes.
74. In the event of the improvement of the Tweed River proving satisfactory, do you think the bulk of 
the produce would go by sea or by rail? The railway at Murwillurnbah does not affect the question 
either way, because it only goes to Lismore, and no produce from the Tweed to Sydney would go by 
railway.
75. If a railway were extended into Tew South Wales by the Queensland Government, what would be 
the effect on the trade of the Tweed River ? I do not think it would seriously interfere with the trade 
by navigation. The railway, no doubt, would take many passengers, but it would not take any traffic off 
the river. If there were a market in Queensland for the Tweed produce, it would still go out of the river 
by water, that mode of transit being cheaper than by rail.
/6. Do you think the proposed work will be beneficial to the people of the district as well as to the 
country at large ? I do.
7,7. Tou think that the expenditure is necessary ? Tes ; I think it will he fully justified.
78. And you have every reason to believe the work will be successful ? I have.
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^.^purlcy. 79. 4fr. Zee.] Has the £10,000 last voted been all.spent ? Ho ; it was voted last session when the work 
was stopped. ’

lf|Mar., 1898. gQ_ present proposal will not affect the navigation above Chindera Point? No; above that point it 
is only a matter of dredging, and that work will be paid for out of the dredging vote.
81. The idea is that if a certain depth of water can be given at the entrance at low water, then the 
vessels that trade there will be able to go up the river ? Tes.
82. If the entrance were made certain, then the ordinary steamer could trade up as far as Murwillurnbah 
and distribute stuff along the banks of the river the same as on the other rivers ? Fes.
83. What depth of water do you think you can safely depend upon at the entrance ? I think we can 
easily obtain a 14-feet entrance at low water.
84. It occurred to me that the extremity of the proposed breakwater would be almost on a line with the 
coast, both of the south and the north side ? Tes.
85. Would that be sufficiently far out to admit of a proper disposal of the sand ? 1 think so.
86. I am speaking of the terminus of the breakwater as you propose it ? I propose that the breakwater 
should stop at present as shown on the map. What guided me in coming to that decision was this: a 
great quantity of sand must have gone out of the river. The scour has been very strong, and the channel 
we have dredged has deepened and widened. In fact, a great deal more sand has gone out of it by 
natural scour than by dredging. This sand has gone away and has not been deposited at the entrance. 
Point Danger projects well out on the coast, so that the littoral current sweeps close by the point, and I 
think all the sand going out is swept away and carried down south rapidly. Under these circumstances, 
I think that if you extend the breakwater as far as the point shown on the plan, it will be found sufficient 
to maintain a permanent entrance.
87. In the event of its being discovered when you get that distance that the breakwater has not effected 
its purpose, could it be extended on the Same principle ? Tes, it could be extended. The whole scheme 
could then be completed ; but I have only recommended so much of the work at present. The wall can 
be extended hereafter if found necessary.
88. In other words, your proposal is designed so as to admit of the breakwater being extended a very 
much longer distance with greater safety ? Tes.
89. But you are of opinion that when it is carried out to the point at present proposed it will be found 
sufficient ? Tes.
90. If it should be found before you get to that point that you can obtain the object in view you will stop 
there ?• I do not think you could make sure of obtaining the object by a short breakwater.
91. Experience has told you that you must, at all events, get a little beyond the level of the sand ? Tes ; 
well out on the edge of the sand, at any rate. But the channel is straightening. Since we constructed 
the north wall the channel on the bar has straightened and deepened, according to the reports of the 
pilot. The north wall is already acting on the bar beneficially.
92. The entrance is-very much exposed to an easterly gale ? - Tes ; it is'open to an easterly gale.
93. Perhaps more so than any other port on the northern coast? They never seem to feel the weight of 
an easterly gale there anything like so heavily as they do on the Richmond, and further south.
94. The Tweed River is very heavily flooded at times, is it not ? Tes. There is a very heavy rainfall on
the Tweed. The average rainfall is about 92 inches. . '
915. The largest rainfall in New South Wales occurs in the vicinity of the Tweed, and consequently that 
river is very heavily flooded at times ;—what would be the condition of things with a heavy flood and an 
easterly gale;—would not navigation be entirely suspended ? Only just for the time. Ships, of course, 
would never think of taking the entrance in a gale. They would have to wait until the gale was over.
96. Criticising the work from the most severe point, would you anticipate that with a heavy flood passing 
down the river, and a severe easterly gale running on the breakwater, there would be any danger of the 
work being carried away ? Some of it might slip in, but I think we need not anticipate any serious 
damage.
97. Do you think the channel you have provided there would be sufficient for the discharge of the large 
volume of water that must pass down ? I do.
98. And you think that under normal conditions it will not interfere with navigation ? Under normal 
conditions the navigation will be safe and good.
99. Having already completed the training-walls as far as Chindera Point, have you received any 
complaints from the Sugar Company who use the river and who appear to be cut off from their water 
frontages ? I have heard no complaint. On the eastern side of the training-wall it is all Crown property, 
and the Sugar Company has no interest there. Our works do not go near private property.
100. And no frontage interests are interfered with ? No.
101. Are you quite satisfied with the results obtained from the construction of the training-wall ? Tes ; 
I consider the results entirely satisfactory.
102. Having done the preliminary work, you are satisfied that if the remaining portion—that is, the 
entrance to the river—is carried out then all your ivorks from beginning to end will be effectual ? I 
think so.-
103. The fact of your creating a greater scour at the entrance, I presume, will not in any way deteriorate 
from the passage you have already created alongside the training-wall ? No.
104. Mr. Wright.~\ What is your experience in constructing harbours on the coast with a northern head
land. Tou have a southern headland in Newcastle, a northern headland at the Richmond, a southern 
headland at the Clarence, and a northern headland at the Tweed? We have not completed any work 
with a northern headland as yet; but at the Richmond, so far, the work promises to be satisfactory.
105. The Richmond is the most difficult case you have of a northern headland ? It is the heaviest case, 
and the most difficult one, and so far it promises to be successful.
106. In reference to the extension of the breakwater, have you satisfied yourself as far as you can that 
the proposed work will answer at present ? I think it will answer at present.
107. Do you think that a breakwater carried out on the direct line between the northern headland and
the sand on the southern shore will be sufficient to give you a thorough scour there ? I think the current 
will be sufficient. “
108. What is the set of the tide along there ? We get the littoral current very close there. The main 
south current runs close by Point Danger.
.109. That carries away the silt scoured out of the river ? Tes. 110.
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110. So that you have every reason to believe that no matter what quantity is carried out of the river it 9
will all he taken away by the ocean current P That has proved to be the case so far. ' .
111. Will you be prepared to submit to the Committee a schedule showing the watershed of each of the 9 
northern rivers from the Hunter to the Tweed, with the average rainfall and the width of entrance in- 
each case ? Tes.
112. Did I understand you to say in reply to Mr. Trickett, that as the water deepened on the inner part 
of the training-wall, the face sank down and protected the under portion of the main body of the wall ? 
The stone keeps slipping down and prevents under-cutting.
113. It prevents, in fact, the slipping away of the stone-wall by the sand being washed from under ? Tes.
114. Mr. Roberts.Would you mind pointing out what work has already been done ? It is shown on
the plan by black lines. The southern limit of the eastern wall is opposite Chindera Point. It extends 
northward past Cave Point nearly up to the Heads. All that work is completed. Then’ on the western 
side we have a stone barrier for dividing the current at the entrance to Terranora Creek, and on its south 
bank, part facing the Tweed, and two-thirds facing the creek. Then the north training-wall commences 
at Terranora Creek, forming a wall on its north bank, continuing on and forming, an eastern and northern 
wall towards the mouth of the Tweed River. That is all completed. ; '
115. And w'hat work remains to be done ? First, the completion of the north training-bank, and Then-,
the construction of the north breakwater, commencing near the towuiship, and extending it round towards 
Point Danger. . '
116. How far do you contemplate going away from the mainland P It starts from the mainland at the 
root, and terminates when we get round again at the end cutting off the bay. At present it runs into 
a bay in Point Danger.
117. But it appears to go some considerable distance out seaward ? Where it goes out seaward the point
is really on a reef. The point terminates on the extreme south-east corner of Point Danger. That is . 
where we propose to stop. -
118. What about the lines shown on the map further to the east ? That is part of my original scheme, 
and is not now before the Committee. I prepared a scheme showing the probable ultimate amount of 
work likely to be required ; but we have only put before the Committee a certain portion of it as necessary 
to be done for the present.
119. If this should be sanctioned by Parliament, and carried out, then it will be a matter of consideration 
whether you go further eastward or not ? Tqs. Reverting again to the work still required to be done, 
on the southern side it consists in extending the present eastern wall northward, and curving, to the 
entrance to a point which wre may call the commencement of the breakwater. Then the breakwater 
proper commences opposite Point Danger, and it goes out to a point opposite the proposed present 
terminus of the north wall. That is work that has to be done.
120. Very little work has been done yet on the south side P None on the breakwater—only the training-
wall. We have done nothing to either of the breakwaters yet. •
121. And until the breakwaters are constructed you cease dredging the river P No ; dredging is now pro
ceeding.
122. Is that with a view of getting over the flats ? The dredging at present is with a view of carrying the
current from the eastern training-wall across to the north training-wall. The dredging is completed up 
to the mouth of the Terranora Creek. "
123. Tou have discontinued working the training-wall pending the completion of the dredging? Tes. •
124. Is the part of the river from the entrance down to Chindera Point the most shallow and the most 
difficult for navigation ? It was ; but it is now the best.
125. It still requires a great amount of dredging does it not? There is a good deal of dredging to be 
done still along the north training-wall, and there is a patch of indurated sand to be removed.
126. When you get pass Chindera Point the object is to get to Murwillurnbah;—are the obstacles very 
great then ? There is only straightforward dredging work. There is one place near Stott’s Island, which 
perhaps will require a monthls work ; but the chief obstruction is at Condong Plats on the reach south of 
Murwillurnbah.
127. How far is it from the entrance to Chindera Point ? Five miles.
128. And thence to Murwillurnbah ? It is 18| miles from, the entrance to Murwillurnbah.
129. If the proposed works are carried out, when do you think steamers will be able to get right up to 
Murwillurnbah ? I think we ought to have enough dredging done to get up to Murwillurnbah within a 
couple of years.
130. Mr. Slach.~\ How far does the tide run up towards Murwillurnbah ? The tidal action goes past 
Murwillurnbah.
131. Then you have the influence of the tidal scour all the way ? Tes.
132. And of course the tide runs in Terranora Creek ? Tes.
133. Is that known as the North Arm ? No, the North Arm is further up the creek, as shown on the plan.
134. That of course is not navigable ? It is for small craft. Cane punts go up there.
135. Chairman^ How far does the northern breakwater, as shown on the plan, go southward from the 
present foreshore of the headland upon which Point Danger is situated ? It terminates on the point of 
the reef.
136. Then you have an effectual North Head without your breakwater, although not quite so good ? No ;
it is very bad at present. If I were obliged to confine myself to one work I should choose the north in 
preference to the south. ‘ “ .
137. Will the current follow the northern breakwater ? Tes. At present it goes across the channel 
into a bay on the northern shore, and is then shot out of the bay across the channel again. I look upon 
the first portion of the northern breakwater as absolutely essential.
138. As far as the harbour works at the Tweed are concerned the area of wafer lying to the west of the 
northern training-wall and between the township and the Tweed Heads is simply a matter of local 
importance ? That is all.
139. If the entrance keeps open it will still furnish a sort of port for the pilot boat and tug boat, but if 
it does not keep open you can consider the question again ? If it does not keep open we shall give the 
townspeople access to the river by a road across to the training-wall.
140. Tou mean at the southern end where the indurated sand is ? Tes.
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0. W. Darley. 141. What would be the effect of keeping an opening there in order to give access to the township, and 
/'"'-''—'•s ^ going around in a semi-circular way by the other opening ? Tou could not keep such an entrance open. 

16 Mar., 1898. The entrance will keep open where it is. I do not think there is any necessity for making an opening 
where you suggest, because we shall get the water in from the Terranora Creek.
142. In your opinion, would it be safe for the ordinary river boats to pass round the northern end of the 
western training-wall in order to approach the present wharfs ? I believe when the work is completed 
the work will be perfectly satisfactory and safe—safer than at present. Therefore, in my opinion, there 
is no necessity to leave any interval in the wall further to the south. I do not think you could keep an 
opening there—it would all silt up. By allowing a portion of the Terranora Creek to pass in behind the

, northern training-wall and along in the direction of the township amongst the indurated sand, the effect 
is that the water sweeps round and keeps the passage at the end of the northern breakwater open. The 
same action would close any channel in the training-wall.
143. Mr. Black.'] Would it be difficult to remove the indurated sand ? We could not remove it by our 
present sand-pump dredges ; but I am providing for applying gutters to one of the sand-pump dredges 
for dealing with the indurated sand.
144. Chairman.'] How much water is there over the indurated sand ? At the outer point about 12 feet, 
and it slopes in to about 4 feet.

THURSDAY, 17 MARCH, 1898. 
Jprcstnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Prank Parnell,

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Phancis Augustus Wright, Esq. 

Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Biver.

Joseph Bede Kelly, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined:—
J. B. Kelly, 145. Chairman.] Tou represent the Tweed Electorate in the Legislative Assembly ? Tes.
Esq., M.P. 146. Tou desire to make a statement concerning the proposal before the Committee? Tes ; although the
-----whole area of the Tweed waters is in New South Wales, it runs northerly and empties into the sea just

17 Mar., 1898. south of the Border, and 80 miles south of Brisbane. Pormerly, trading-vessels could only just get in the
Heads, when they could get in at all. Now they go up to Cave Point, about 5 miles, and tranship into 
punts and barges. When the wmrks are completed the ocean steamers can go up to Murwillurnbah, the 
chief town of the Biver, 18 miles. The district is a wonderfully fertile one. There is much good land 
on the Tweed—Crown lands, vast forest-reserves of timber, and rich agricultural land—but, with the water- 
carriage as it has been, the handicap has been too great to admit of settlement, as far back as it might go. 
Some of the finest dairying-lands in the Colony are still available for settlement on the Tweed—on the 
south, north, and middle arms and their tributaries. When the river is made navigable, and 
these lands opened up by roads, they will carry more population and be more valuable than the
lands already occupied. I have surveyed most of the tributaries, and in addition to the block to
settlement caused by the unnavigability of the river, settlement is blocked by the huge forest reserves 
intervening between present settlement and the lands further back that would be settled if proper 
facilities were afforded. The Tweed will grow almost anything—maize, potatoes, fruits of almost all 
descriptions, tropical and sub-tropical; sugar-cane as well as any part of Queensland ; tea, coffee, lemons, 
oranges, guavas, pineapples, and bananas. The land is exceedingly rich and the rainfall abundant; and 
now that the climate has been overcome by refrigeration butter is produced in large quantities, and as 
grasses and green-stuff grow almost all the year round the dairy industry will be a vast one on the Twreed. 
The present population is but a fraction of what will be there in a fewr years if proper development of the 
river and its tributaries takes place. The Twreed has been called the “Australian Garden of Eden ”—it is 
a veritable land flowing with milk and honey. The expenditure on this river has very much facilitated 
settlement and development; and the proposed expenditure is, in my opinion, not only justifiable, but 
should have taken place before this. I have never seen a public work in the Colony more justified by 
results, as far as it has gone. The works have been eminently successful so far, and I believe the 
cheapest of the kind carried out in the Colony. Their completion is more justified, I believe, than 
perhaps any other work now proposed in the Colony. Nature has done much for the district. The 
pioneers have had an arduous time of it. The richer a district the more difficult it is to subdue and 
develop. Heavy brush lands, rich soils, good rainfall, mean expensive roads and heavy outlay all round 
before any return is obtained. Most of the river work is done by droghering and punts, but there is no 
sufficient reason why the Tweed should not be made navigable to Murwillurnbah for ocean-going boats. 
The “Augusta” and “Wollumbin,” making weekly trips, and vessels partly steam and partly sailing, as 
well as many sailing vessels, trade there. Some of these vessels at the present time only just get inside, 
and steamers such as the “ Augusta ” go as far as Cave Point. Besides the steamers I have mentioned, 
Messrs. Corrigan & Co. have steamers running to the Tweed, and there are also a great number of sailing 
vessels trading there. I can say from my own knowledge, and I have had a long acquaintance with the 
district, that the harbour works at the Tweed, as far as they have gone, have helped the river very 
considerably, and helped also the people of the district. At one time vessels had sometimes to lie out as 
long as a fortnight, and I think in one or two cases for a month. Now, however, vessels have seldom to 
lie out for more than a day, and very often are able to come in straight away. I believe, and it is the 
general belief of practical men, that if the harbour works are completed as proposed there will be no 
difficulty whatever in the navigation of the Tweed. I believe, as I said before, that the work on account 

• ■ of the beautiful little district, and its splendid climate will, perhaps, be more justified than any other
similar wrork undertaken in the Colony.
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147. Mr. TrickettWhat is the extent of your Electorate ? It commences at Point Danger, the north- J- B. Kelly,
T\/rST>^n P01^^11 Colony, and is bounded then by the border between the two colonies, and the Esq.,M.P.
McPherson Eange; thence south from where that range meets the Dividing .Range between the waters
ot the Richmond and the Tweed ; thence by that range southerly, continuing along, and embracing the 
waters of the Brunswick.. That is all we call the Tweed proper; it embraces the Tweed and the 
Brunswick ; but my district extends further in towards Lismore. The boundary is about half-way 
between Lismore and Byron Bay. The distance between those two places is 30 miles, so that my , 
electorate extends to within about 15 miles of Lismore.
148. Which of the ports are in your electorate? The Tweed, the Brunswick, and Byron Bay, naming 
them m the order in which they go down the coast.
149. How long have you been connected wdth and an observer of this district? Erom about fifteen to 
seventeen years. . I may mention that I was one of the pioneer surveyors of the Big Scrub.

\°U ?P°|te 3US^ now about there being a large quantity of Crown land in the district;—have you any 
idea what is the extent of unoccupied Crown land ? I could not tell you with proper definiteness without 
the map, but the information will be easily available.
151. Are the Crown lands much larger in area that the lands taken up ? I believe they are, and they are

j.HjU.cls»
152. What is the course of procedure on the part of a person taking up land in the district;—after he has 
taken up his land, what has he to go through before he makes it suitable for his purpose? The experience 
ot a man who knows the district well is different from that of a stranger. Unfortunately, those taking up 
land do not generally know the district when they go there; they just go there and see the district. Say 
a man takes up land in a haphazard sort of way ; then he has to wait for the felling season in order to 
commence clearing his land.
153. When is that season ? The best time to do that is in the. months that are now coming on—May,
June, or July ; say, the fall of the year. Then he has to wait until he can get a fire. It is very much
better, ordinarily, to allow the scrub to lie for from three to six months ; some people let it lie for twelve -
months, ibis depends a good deal upon the season. Sometimes a man is lucky enough to get a fire, and 
m so™© years he will not get a fire. To get a proper fire through brush-land there is sometimes only one 
good day in the season, and sometimes even one good day does not occur, and they hare to let it go some
times to the following year. I have known cases, and I have had a case myself, where I have had to let it 
go again after that for another year; and of course in the meantime the scrub grew up afresh, and I had 
to get it brushed again. So that a man must have a lot of judgment, and not only a lot of judgment, but 
also a lot ot good fortune in getting a burn immediately after the felling.
154. And that is the only mode of clearing? Tes. Any other method would cost a fortune, and it 
would not be worth it. Time must be an element in the clearing.
loo. Then if the settier has the luck to have a fire and to have his timber burnt, off, what about the roots 
snid the stumps ;—-does all that timber die ? In time the greater portion of the roots would die, especially 
it the settler could put the land under grass, and run stock on it. Then you could let time do the greater 
portion of the clearing of the roots ; but of course there are a great number of stumps and roots that 
will not die.
106. 1 hat is the tree growth? Tes; particular kinds. Eor instance, the bean will never die; it has to 
be grubbed out. Other woods burn very readily, such as teak. Nearly every tree and stump has to be 
got nd of m its particular way. Some you leave to time, as in the case of the fig-tree, and also the 
boyong, or ironwood. If you leave this timber to time, you can almost kick it out of the ground in three or

TnTrS,a^ 10USLthe si'11111? perhaps be almost as large in circumference as half this room.
107. I hen the work of clearing is a pretty expensive process? Very expensive, no matter how you go 
about it, and no matter how favourable may be the conditions.
158. Under the_most favourable conditions can you say what it would cost to clear the land? I could 
give my own estimate. I paid £2 10s. an acre for falling the land originallv. Tou can get it done now 
for less than half that price. The cost depends to a great extent on the character of the season, and also 
whether labour is plentiful or otherwise.
lo9. When the settler has cleared his land, what does he do next ? Originally it was difficult for him to 
know what to do. Sometimes he would put in sugar-cane, and sometimes he would put the land under 
grass and run stock upon it; but now, if he is within the range of a sugar-mill, he puts it under cane, 
because now the company take contracts they would not take years ago—that is on the high land. Then 
again, on account of the establishment of central creameries in the district the settler can now go in for 
dairying straight away, or as soon as he gets his land under grass.
160. Is the growing ot cane decreasing in the district? Although a great number have gone out of cane- 
growmg, taking it altogether it has not yet decreased. I believe there will be as much cane to be cut on

Tweed this year as ever there was. In fact, one of the officers up there told me he thought there 
would be more. At the same time a lot of people have gone out of cane. Of course, some people have 
gone into cane so much that they cannot get out, but must go on whatever happens.
161. Why ? Well; they have a certain area planted, and they must follow it out. It would cost them a 
fortune to change from cane to anything else.
162. The land is too extensively ploughed and harrowed to think of converting it into mere grazing-land ?
They could not do it. It would mean their extinction.
163. Without wishing to. go into the political question, if the Colonial Sugar Company took their mills 
away, would that have a disastrous effect on the cane-growing industry ? Most of the people are depending 
on the Colonial Sugar Company. At Cudgen, there is another mill—Robb’s mill—but that only deals 
with a limited area. The Sugar Company deals with cane-lands all up and down the river, and back also.
If they took their mills away, it certainly would have a fearful effect; there would be no knowing where 
the end of it would be. °
164. It is rumoured that a large number of people are going in for dairying in the Tweed District;, with 
the result that it pays them better than growing sugar-cane;—is that a fact ? As far as I can make out, 
dairying will not pay them as well as sugar-growing. Of course, a large number are going in for dairying.
Some men were settled on land which is not suitable for cane-growing; others never were cane-growers— 
they were waiting for the dairying industry to develop. The industry has developed now, because central 
creameries have been established throughout the district
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J. B. Kelly, ] 65. Chairman.~\ Why not put it this way—that sugar-growing is intense culture ? ^ 1 was coming to that. 
Esq., M.P. j was going to say that there are a great number of people there who could not possibly go in for anything 

else, because they have limited holdings. Some of them have rented as small an area as 15 acres. I know 
ar'’ ' men with 15 acres, and they have made a really good living out of cane-growing. It would be ridiculous 

for a man like that to think of going in for dairying, and others have 20 and 25 acres and so on. These are 
the class of men who must throw up their holdings. There are some favoured individuals who possibly 
would be strong enough to stand the strain, and be able, perhaps, to go in for something else. I know 
some who are going in for the two industries. They were cane-growers, and now they are afraid that 
something will happen, and they are gradually working in the other industry as well. But such cases will 
be very rare. .
166. They are taking up extra land, I suppose ? No, they are using the same land, but they were using
it before merely for ordinary grazing purposes, while now they are turning it into dairy farms, and running 
the two things together. . . ...
167. When we hear it said that men are talking of giving up cane-growing and going in for dairying, that,

. as you have already explained, does not mean that they will convert highly-cultivated land used for cane
growing into grass land for the purpose of running cows on it? No, they could not do it. .
168. To do that would mean a tremendous sacrifice of capital? Of course it would; it would simply
mean their ruin. It might be done in a few cases, but no man could stand that. The growers have gone 
to great expense to put in their cane, which is a very expensive crop to grow. _
169. The land is well suited for dairying purposes, is it not ? I should say that the river-bank farms 
are not well suited for dairying, because they are not well watered, and also are liable to floods. No 
lands that are liable to floods, and are not naturally well watered, can be good dairying lands.
170. A great many dairymen from the Southern districts of the Colony are now located in your electorate, 
are they not ? Tes ; partly in my electorate, and partly in the adjoining electorate.
171. Is that emigration from the South to the North the result of their having got on well where they

■ formerly were, and obtained sufficient money to enable them to go north and enlarge their operations in
the Tweed district;—is not that generally the idea? No; as a rule, the men who come up from the 
South Coast are men with not very much capital; they have been crowded out in one way and another 
down South. Some of them come up with sufficient capital to buy farms, but the majority who are coming 
there now are men who prefer to take farms on the half system, or in anyway they can get them. Under 
the half system, which has been lately introduced, the owner of the land supplies the stock and the 
working implements, and the dairyman takes charge of the cattle and runs the dairy, and the profits are 
divided.
172. Has that system been found, so far, to answer pretty well ? Yes, as far as I can learn, and I have
had some practical experience of it, it answers very well. ... .
173. That shows, then, that the district is suitable for dairying purposes ? Undoubtedly it is suitable for
dairying. _ ■ . .
174. Does this land require any expenditure for draining ? There are two classes of lands in the district—
the table-lands and the low lands. Of course, the up-lands are naturally drained ; but the very fact of 
there being up-lands and low lands shows that the low lands want draining; they generally get the 
drainage from the table-land. .
175. What class of crop are the low lands used for ? The low lands are on the river banks. That is where 
the cane farmers went originally, and I have always contended that unfortunately they went in the worst 
position. They commenced growing cane on the river banks, and in places that were subject to floods and 
frost, and they ignored the best growing lands in the district. The cane-growing on the Tweed, within 
the last few years, has really been in a transition state, the growers have been going gradually away from the 
low lands on to the high lands. It is only within the last years that the Colonial Sugar Company have seen 
how much better the high lands are for sugar than the low lands, and they are now encouraging the 
change from the low lands to the high lands. I would put it this' way—the high lands are suitable for 
dairying and cane ; the low lands are only suitable for cane—at least they are not suitable for dairying, 
though I consider they are not so suitable for cane-growing as the high lands.
176. What has been the general experience of the district with regard to the cane-grower;—has he been 
a successful man ? I should say yes, he has been successful. In very many cases, however, he has, if I 
might say so, been too successful. He did not spend the whole of his time cane-growing, as he wouid 
have done in any other crop. He was quite content to put the crop in and leave it, to a certain extent, 
to chance.
177. It is an easy crop to cultivate, is it not ? It is a very difficult crop, properly looked after, but a good
many of the growers have made an easy crop of it. ...
178. The whole of the labour employed is white labour, is it not ? Not the whole of it, we wish it were; 
but the black labour has come down from Queensland, and on the plantation I mentioned just now—that 
of Robb & Co.—black labour is used.
179. The white man is able to work the cane in that district, is he not ? Oh yes, it is a beautiful
climate; there is nothing wrong with the climate. , '
180. The Colonial Sugar Company do not employ any black labour ? No ; some of the farmers employ 
black labour for stripping, but only for stripping, I think.
181. Are you able to say, from your general observation of the district, whether the sugar industry is 
likely to continue, or whether it is being gradually supplanted by the dairying industry ? It is certainly 
not being supplanted so far; but of course that is a big question. As to whether the sugar industry mil 
be able to continue or not will depend altogether on circumstances. I myself think that the industry is 
too big and too important for one man, or any set of men, to wipe it out.
182. Besides sugar growing and the dairying industry, what other sources of income have the settlers on 

, the Tweed ? Some of them are fruit-growers. They grow bananas, pine apples, tomatoes, passion fruit,
and other fruits.
183. And they also grow maize ? Yes ; they grow maize to a large extent on the river banks. They also 
grow potatoes, pumpkins, and other things of that kind.
184. Are pigs bred there to any large extent ? Yes. The pig and bacon business is a big industry on 
the Tweed.
185. There is also timber ? Yes, some magnificent timber.
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186. What are the chief kinds ? There is still a good deal of cedar left back on the forest reserves and J- B. Kelly, 
in the gorges. There is also pine—not the knotted pine—and teak, and there is also cudgery, which is a 
splendid timber for lining purposes, and there are the white beech and the brown beech. Besides these 1
there are really good timbers for inside purposes, such as the black bean and the red bean, as well as the 11 ar’’ ' 
burgunyon, a timber something like cedar. The ordinary hardwoods are also obtained here.
187. How many sawmills are there in the district ? There is one at Mullumbimby, and one at Crab’s 
Creek. The latter#is such a large one that it supplies the whole district. In addition to these there are 
some smaller mills on the Tweed Biver.
188. Is timber exported to a considerable extent to Sydney and other places ? Tes ; though I understand 
that lately such a development has taken place in the district that the mills are kept going pretty busily 
supplying the local demands.
189. How do all these products you have named find their way to market—by steamer from the Tweed ?
Tes, by steamer and by sailing vessel; they all come that way.
190. Tou have a railway running from Lismore to Byron Bay ? Tes. That brings timber into the 
Tweed, and brings the cane to the Quondong Mill, and it brings the cream into the creamery at Mur- 
willumbah. It also brings cream to Byron Bay.
191. Is the district always likely to be dependent upon the port for sending away its products by steamer? 
Undoubtedly.
192. Ho railway could possibly come into competition with the navigation ? No. The traffic must all
find its way to the ocean. ■ '
193. Therefore this case is not like many others where if the country spent a large sum of money on 
harbour works, and also on the construction of a railway, the latter would have the effect of taking the 
trade away ? No. The railway cannot possibly take the trade away from the river.
194. Tour opinion is that the products of the district must always go away by vessel ? Tes. My opinion 
is that the railway must be a feeder to the river—like a main road going into it.
195. What is the population of Murwillurnbah, the principal town up the river F It is not a municipality, 
and the population would depend upon the area embraced. It will, however, give you an idea of the 
population when I tell you that the public meeting I held there the other day was attended by from 250 
to 275 people.
196. Are there many other small towns in the electorate that use the river ? Tes, there is Tumbulgum, 
and then there is Cudgen, on the Tweed. The branches of the river, including Terranora, the South Arm,
the North Arm, and the Middle Arm, are also well settled with population. -
197. What would be a fair area that a man would require for himself and family if he wished to take up 
some of these good Crown lands you have referred to ? A good deal would depend upon what he was 
going in for. If he were going in for cane growing he could earn a very good living on 40 or 50 acres.
Cultivating it properly, if things go on as they are going, he could earn a very good living on that area.
But with dairying it is different—he would want very much more; and not only that, but on the 40 or 50 
acres in growing cane he would have to employ other men besides himself; while in dairying, although 
requiring a very much larger area, he would do all the work himself.
198. I suppose, owing to the moisture there, it is a splendid grazing country ? There is growth all the 
year round nearly. There is just about one month when the grass does not grow.
199. How many cows could you grass to the acre there ? Though it may seem absurd, I really believe 
you could grass two or three cows to the acre. I mean, if you conserved all the surplus food of one 
month for any deficiency in another month. A great number of the farmers let the surplus feed of the 
summer go to waste. If there was a drought I do not say that the land would carry the stock I have 
mentioned. But I am convinced that if a man went systematically to work, and conserved the surplus 
feed of the best growing months for times of drought—if you can call it drought; sometimes if there is
no rain for a few days the local people say there is a drought on—I say if you conserve the surplus feed ,
I believe the land will carry two or three beasts to the acre comfortably.
200. Mr.- Wright.~\ Of course you are speaking of the river flats now? No ; I include also the chocolate 
ridges—the undulating country. I do not think there is much difference in the richness of the two 
classes of land.
201. Mr. TricJectt.1 Could you give us any idea of the value of land in this district ? The value was very 
much greater four years ago than it is now.
202. What is the cause of the depression ? I do not know. Some people say one thing, and some say
another. .
203. Chairman.] The general depression and the instability of the sugar industry ? The latter has a good 
deal to do with it, no doubt. Some of the settlers think the sugar industry will go down.
204. Mr'. Trickett?^ What is recognised as about the value of uncleared brush land in the district ? Tou
could get it from £2 to £5 au acre. It depends of course upon the position as is the case with other 
lands. Sometimes a farm may be worth £5 an acre and the farm adjoining it may not be worth half that 
money. .
205. But I mean a farm in a fair situation with easy access to the river where the settler can put his 
produce on the lighters. Land of that kind, I suppose, would be worth £2 or £5 an acre ? Where you 
would be able to do that the land would be cleared, and of course more valuable. Where the land is not 
cleared, as a rule, it is further back.
206. And it is worth from £2 to £5 an acre ? Tes.
207. If this work is carried out and the river becomes navigable as far up as Murwillurnbah, will the 
lightering of produce be then done away with ? Tes, on the main river.
208. And as regards the tributaries ? Something of the same sort would have to go on.
209. How do they manage for roads up there—are they pretty good? Tes, considering the richness of 
the soil and the rainfall, the roads are not bad.
210. But I suppose it would be very difficult to travel over the natural surface of the country with a load?
It would be impossible. Every bit of road there must be formed before it is at all passable,'and that is a 
very expensive item. ■
211. But as population increases I suppose the roads will extend further back ? Tes.
212. Whatever may be the fate of the sugar industry, do you consider that the Tweed is likely always to
be a large agricultural district ? Decidedly; there is nothing to rub it out. - '
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J. B. Kelly, 213. As you said just now, it is too good a district to be destroyed by the checking of one industry ? 
Esq., M.P. individuals might' be destroyed, but not the district. _ _

214- I* is, as you say, one of the most fertile in Australia? It would be impossible to destroy a place 
17 Mar., 1898. ttle rpweed. Nothing short of an earthquake would do it.

215. Co mine to the works under consideration, you are aware that the Queensland Government are 
. building a railway down towards the New South Wales border ? Tes, I believe they are inclined to do

that; in fact, I understand they have promised to do it. .
216. What effect will that have upon the trade of the Tweed ? Undoubtedly it will divert some of the 
trade of the district to Brisbane.
217. What kind of trade ? Possibly the importers’ trade. Goods sold in the district will possibly come 
to a large extent from Brisbane.
218. How far is it from Brisbane to the border ? About 80 miles. The Queensland railway extends 
about 60 miles from Brisbane, leaving only 20 miles intervening between the terminus and the Tweed.
219. Do much goods come down from Brisbane ? Not a great deal, and principally light goods. When
I was up there on the last occasion a number of commercial travellers from Brisbane were taking good 
orders for light goods. _ .
220. With no Border duties. I suppose there would be a certain amount of rivalry on the part of the
railway if it were brought down to our Border ? There would be a certain amount of trade done along 
the railway undoubtedly. .
221. But you think that would only apply to imports ? I think so. Take the butter industry. All the 
dairyman’s produce is sent to a central creamery, and there are agencies in Sydney with access to the 
London market for the surplus. The butter and also the sugar would continue to come to Sydney, and 
also the pig production of the district, no matter what other means of communication existed..
222. Chairman.'] There is no market in Queensland for farming stuff ? I do not think there is. _
223. Hr. TrickettIt would naturally come to our own Colony ? I have not the slightest doubt it would
all come to Sydney, and, of course, that would mean that the great bulk of the business would be done 
with Sydney. , .
224. Ton have watched the construction of the eastern training-bank for s'ome time ? Tes.
225. And you are able to say it has answered satisfactorily ? Undoubtedly. The work that has been 
done has acted very well indeed. I look upon it as eminently satisfactory as far as it has gone.
226. And in consequence of the work that has been constructed, the steamers are now always able to get 

• inside the river ? Tes ; they are nearly always able to do so. When they cannot get in there, they
cannot get in at other places. . ,
227. Therefore, if the work is carried out as proposed by Mr. Darley, you think, from your engineering 
experience and your local knowledge and observation, that it is likely in every way to be a success ? I 
feel satisfied it will be a great success.
228. Mr. Leek] How does the produce of the Tweed get to market at present ? By means of steamers
and sailing boats. .
229. All by the river ? Tes. _ ...
230. Has the construction of the railway to Murwillurnbah deprived the Tweed of any of its legitimate 
trade ? None whatever. In fact, it is the other way—the railway is acting as a feeder to the river.
231. Has it been the practice there to ship a certain class of goods by rail from Murwillurnbah either to 
Byron Bay or Lismore for shipment in ocean steamers? No ; it is the other way about sometimes. I 
saw some goods that might have gone in by the Tweed, but which went by the railway, the shippers 
paying extra freight, because the storekeepers wanted the goods very badly.
232. They w-ould be goods coming from Sydney to your district? Tes.
233. In the case of dairy produce, and principally butter, w'ould not that be more likely to bo forwarded 
by train to Byron Bay, to be shipped thence by steamer, than to be sent by the smaller steamers that 
trade from the Tweed ? As a matter of fact, the steamers that go to the Tweed are about the same size 
as those that go to Byron Bay.
234. The larger boats go to ^Richmond River ? Tes ; those boats are larger, but not a great deal.
235. If the Queensland Government carry out their promise to extend the railway down to Coolangatta,
which is right alongside our own township, do you think there is a strong probability of passengers taking 
that route to Brisbane and going thence by the larger steamers to Sydney in preference to taking the small 
steamers that would trade to the Tweed ? I fancy that the passengers of the future will go via Byron 
Bay. I do not think they would go to Brisbane and then come back again. I do not see how the Brisbane 
route could compete with the direct service. Tou would have, in the first place, to go 80 miles north from 
the mouth of the river, and from Murwillurnbah you would have to go 20 miles further, and from the other 
tributaries of the Tweed further south a still greater distance. .
236. But are there not other considerations, such as greater comfort and safety ? Tes; but we hope that
eventually we shall have just as much comfort as they have, or pretty nearly as mucin _ _
237. Tou are aw'are that at the best you cannot hope to get any steamer up the river which will draw
more than 6 feet of water? "VYe hope to get steamers up there drawing 10 and 11 feet of water. _
238. Suppose that in the future the railway at present at Murwillurnbah is extended down to Point 
Danger for the purpose of meeting the Queensland line, what effect will that have upon the trade of the 
Tweed ? It will be a very good thing for the district. It would cause developments in directions that 
are present lying dormant. It would create a class of traffic which at present does not exist.
239. But would it not detract from the importance of the river ? I do not think so. The river and the
railway will scarcely be in competition. A different class of traffic goes by water from that carried by 
rail. The two modes of transit would work together, and not in competition. .
240. Are you of opinion that the class of produce that can be raised in your fertile district can be carried
as cheaply on a railway, no matter from what point, as it can by water ? That is a very debatable point. 
They have not solved the question in America yet. _ _ _
241. If the railway just referred to were completed, do you think you would be able to compete with it ? 
Speaking generally, certainly. But a class of trade and traffic would grow up on the railway that would 
not grow up on the river.
242. At present we know the staple products of your district;—those, no doubt, will be the staple
products for many jrears to come? Por some years, yes. Wo have tea and coffee, for instance, that 
grow excellently there. 243-4.
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243-4. Bui at present you have certain staple products ? Yes.
245. They are of a heavy character, are they not ? Yes.
24G. 1£ you had a railway connected either with Brisbane or Sydney could you forward the products of 
the district by that railway as cheaply as you could forward them by water ? No. Our railways can 
scarcely compete with our main roads in some cases. Under the present system they certainly would not 
compete with water carriage.
247. Then if you are satisfied upon that point, I presume, you are of opinion that, irrespective of any 
railway extension in the future, the necessities of the district demand that the port of the Tweed should 
he kept open ? Yes.

J. B. Kelly, 
Esq., M.P.

17 Mar., 1898.

The Hon. Alexander Kethel, M.L.C., sworn, and examined :—•
248. Mr. Clarlcei] You are a Member of the Legislative Council of New South Wales P Yes. Hon.
249. I believe you have been a long time connected with the Tweed district ? Yes, for forty-five years.
I lost a ship on the Tweed bar nearly fortj'-five years ago. M.n.o.
250. Have you considered the difficulties which people have to put up with in not having proper water
communication with Sydney and other parts of the Colony ? I have remarked it and discussed it frequently. '' '
251. And you consider that some plan such as that proposed is necessary in the interests of the people 
living in the district ? Yes, I think so.
252. Can you give us any opinion as to the proposed improvements ? As far as I can judge, they seem in ' 
accordance with common-sense and experience. The only thing is this : I have heard some of the captains 
there discuss the possibility of sending the river out straight in a north-easterly direction through the
neck of sand shown on the plan, coming out to the north of Point Danger. But the objection to that is,
I think, that it would be within the Queensland territory, and we should lose control of the mouth of the 
river.
253. Can you inform the Committee what is the depth of water on the bar at the present time ? No, I 
cannot.
254. What -was the depth when you left the country some twelve months ago ? I think from 7 to 8 feet 
was the average depth on the bar at high-water.
255. That is hardly a sufficient depth of water for vessels of any size to go in and out safely ? No, 
because to conduct a shipping trade with any profit you should be able to send a good-sized vessel. The 
larger the vessel, as a rule, the lower the rates of freight, and the result of the har being as bad as it is 
and has been of late years is that the freight from the Tweed to Sydney is from 50 to 75 per cent, higher 
than the freight from the Bichmond to Sydney at the present time.
256. That is entirely caused by the shallowne.ss of the bar and the inability of vessels of any size to go in 
and out ? Yes. There are two causes—first, because only small vessels can go into the harbour ; and 
secondly, after they get in they have to lie at the Heads and engage droghers and other boats to deliver 
their cargoes to the various places on the river, whereas if these improvements were carried out vessels 
of fair tonnage could not only enter the river but could proceed up at least as far as Chindera, or perhaps 
Murwillurnbah, and deliver the goods at the wharfs where required. They would thus be able to dispense 
with the use of punts or droghers, and it would make a difference of from 25 to 50 per cent, in the rate 
of freight.
257. About £35,000 has been expended during the last few years on the improvements to the harbour, 
and it is now proposed to spend about £40,000 more; it is supposed that there will then he about 10 
feet of water as far as Murwillurnbah, or nearly as far;—that you think would be a very judicious 
proceeding? I think so, because so far as they have been carried out, judging by what I saw when I was 
last there, they have been decidedly effective, and have met all the objects for which they were 
constructed, and I believe a continuation of the same scheme will have the result you anticipate.
258. Would the improvement of the river interfere with the railway from Murwillurnbah to Lismore? I 
think not. I think it would rather increase the traffic from the intermediate parts of the line to the 
Tweed. Lately I have had to have my timber from the Buringbar taken by rail nearly 50 miles to 
Lismore, and there is a great quantity of material in and about that part of the country which it will 
not pay to carry so far. But if the freight at the Tweed were reduced it would pay us to send 
considerable quantities by rail from these intermediate portions of the district into the Tweed to be 
shipped from Murwillurnbah to Sydney.
259. Do you ship any at Byron Bay at the present time ? I have not done so for several years.
260. If the Queensland Government carried a railway to the New South Wales border do you think that • 
would militate against the trade from the Tweed to Sydney ? It might to some extent, but I do not think
it would to any great extent, because it will not pay to send any heavy traffic by train. Perishable articles 
might be sent to the Brisbane market. We may as well acknowledge the fact at once that Brisbane is 
the natural market for perishable produce from the Tweed. But inasmuch as Sydney must always remain 
the great shipping port of eastern Australia, and as the cold storage system is becoming more and more 
perfectly developed, it is certain that the introduction of this system will enable us to have the most 
perishable products of the Tweed brought to Sydney ; and I believe that, as there is a wider market and,
1 believe, better prices in Sydney, the small drainage of traffic to Brisbane will not to any extent affect 
the volume of trade with Sydney.
26L Do you think any great quantity of goods would come from Brisbane to the Tweed for the supply of 
the people there ? I do not think so. The greater part of the capital invested in the Tweed is invested 
by Sydney people, and their communications and connections are to a very large extent with Sydney.
262. And I suppose the Sydney market as a rule is the cheapest from which to get supplies ? Yes.
263. So far as you have heard, having been out of the country for some time, this expenditure as far as it 
has gone has been successful ? I believe so. Prom my personal observation I should say that the 
navigation of the Tweed has been wonderfully improved by the works already constructed.
264. Can you say whether the works are being carried out by contract or by day labour ? I cannot Say.
I know that the officers in charge of the works have been most conscientious, painstaking, and capable men.
265. What are the products of the district independently of timber? As far as I am aware the principal
products have been sugar and maize. The maize, however, except in a few isolated instances, is not a 
success. The weevil is frequently found in the cob before it matures. The temperature at the Tweed in 
summer is specially favourable to the development of the weevil, and I think the maize trade, except for 
local purposes, will never be much of a success at the Tweed. • 266.
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Hod. 266. Is there any cedar now left at the Tweed ? Very little. The cedar trade is a thing of the past 
AHLCe1’ a^mos^- The only cedar coming from the northern rivers to Sydney is cedar that has been felled for a 

^ number of years. Some has been down for from twelve to twenty years, and we have men scratching 
Mar. 1898. awa7 out in the far back district cross-cutting and sending in such portions of this timber as are fit for 

’ the market.
267. The principal products, then, are sugar, maize, and, I suppose, butter? Dairying has lately taken a 
start there, and there is no question about the Tweed as a dairying district. When the rest of the Colony 
has been barren from drought, I have seen in the North clover paddocks up to your knees with rich 
succulent herbage.
268. Can you say whether the sugar-growing will pay as well as or better than dairying ? That is a 
question on which even experts disagree. I believe for my own part, that, duty or no duty, sugar-planting 
carried on thoroughly will pay. The results from the co-operative companies in Queensland show that 
they can produce sugar at something like £7 or £8 a ton.
269. Mr. Wright^] With black labour ? No; down between Bundaberg and Brisbane—and if they can 
turn it out at £7, £8, or £9 per ton we ought to be able to turn it out at £10, which would allow an ample 
margin; but my opinion is that the district is more suitable for dairying than any other district in the 
Colony.
270. On what area of land do you think a family could make a living at sugar-growing alone ? I could 
not risk an opinion on that. ' It depends a great deal upon the man and the situation of the farm.
271. We have it in evidence that a family could subsist on from 40 to 50 acres by sugar-growing ;—do 
you think that is correct ? I question that, because the cane has to be renewed every four or five years, 
and that means that for two years a portion of the farm must remain unproductive.
272. Could dairying be carried on successfully on an area of 40 or 50 acres ? Tes; if they did the same 
as our South Coast farmers are doing now—not depending simply on natural grasses, but growing green 
feed. By such a method you can feed a cow to the acre—two cows to the acre, I believe.
273. Is it not more expensive to go into dairying, requiring the purchase of cattle and other appliances, 
than sugar-growing ? That is a question I would not care to venture a positive opinion upon. If a man 
starts with fifty head of cows, and has to pay £5, £6, and £8 a beast, that runs into a good deal of 
capital. On the other hand, his returns begin immediately, whereas when he clears away his farm for 
sugar he has to wait two years. Sometimes he may be fortunate enough to get a return within a year 
after he puts his plants in; but, as a rule, he has to wait two years for his first crop, and before he can 
put that crop in he must have two or three burnings off to get rid of his heavy timber. Where a man 
goes in for dairying however, as soon as he has got a good running fire on his farm he can put on his grass 
and green crop at once, and commence to operate, and get his return within three months from the 
commencement.
274. I understand that the expense of clearing land on the Tweed and the Richmond arises from the 
fact that it is heavy brush land ? Tes ; I have had some land cleared for about £5, and other land again 
has cost me £10 an acre to clear.
275. Was the average cost about £8 ? I should say from £5 to £8 an acre to clear it right out.
276. A good many farmers have come up lately from the South Coast;—can you say whether they have 
come up to select land, or whether they have purchased land from those who previously held it ? I have 
known several instances where they have purchased farms from the original selectors who had not the 
knowledge necessary to carry on the work successfully. The South Coast men have come in with their 
experience, and entered upon the farms, which they have rented, and in many cases purchased.
277. I suppose they must have brought some capital with them before they could do that ? Tes, and 
dairy stock also.
278. A large quantity of pigs are reared in the Tweed district, and I believe a bacon factory has been 
erected at Byron Bay ? It was being erected when I was there. Wherever they have butter factories 
and creameries, unquestionably they have pig-feed, and can rear pigs successfully.
279. On the whole, so far as you can give an opinion, you think that the proposed expenditure on the 
improvement of the Tweed is justifiable ? I believe so—most justifiable. Around the head-waters of the 
Tweed, especially on the South Arm, the Middle Arm, and the North Arm, there is a very large extent of 
unalienated Crown lands, which I believe would soon be taken up by free selectors, if facilities were 
afforded to get their produce to market.

. 280. Mr. Zee.] Tou have known the district for a long time, and have seen its rise and progress ? Tes.
281. Are you of opinion that the time has arrived when permanent improvements should be made to the 
Tweed River at a cost, in addition to what has been already spent, of £43,000 ? I believe it is both 
expedient and desirable that the proposed further improvements should be carried out in order to get the 
full benefit resulting from what has been already done.
282. That is the work from Chindera Point down to the Heads ? Tes.
283. Prom your long intimate knowledge of the district, and what you believe will be its future, do jrou 
think it is in the interests of the country to make such improvements to that river as will permanently 
open it for navigation ? I emphatically believe so.
284. Notwithstanding the fact that we are threatened with railway communication on the north, and with 
a possible extension from Murwillurnbah to join that, you still hold the opinion that the waterway should 
be maintained ? The railways, I believe, will have to start from the Heads. As far as Queensland is 
concerned, I do not believe they would attempt to construct a railway over the McPherson Range to 
Murwillurnbah. It would be a most costly work, and as they will construct their railway to the Heads, 
and have the terminus at Coolangatta, it would not affect the question as to the necessity for a navigable 
water-way on the river. It would rather accentuate the necessity for such a work.
285. In other words, the district is improving at present and there is a possibility of still greater improve
ment in the future ? Tes.
286. That is to say it is a part of the country that should carry a very large population ? Tes.
287. If the country expends a large amount of money in permanently keeping the river open, will not
that be detracted from in the future if railway extension is taken to the locality from Queensland, or 
from Lismore ? The extension of the Queensland railway cannot in any way affect the question as to the 
usefulness of this water-way or the desirableness of making it. If we construct a railway from the upper 
waters of the Tweed down to the Heads, running more or less parallel with the river banks, that may affect 
the water-way slightly, but, I believe, very slightly indeed. 288.

14 PAKLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.
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288. Do you believe that even under those extreme conditions it would be possible to send the heavy 
produce raised on the Tweed Diver to market by railway when it could be carried so much cheaper by 
water ? Certainly not.
289. Under those circumstances, are you of opinion that if a permanent navigable river is maintained it
will hold its own against any railway that may be extended there F Yes ; I believe it will more than hold 
its own as far as the heavy traffic is concerned. »
290. Do you think it is a work which should be undertaken now, or which might be left to some time in
the future ? I would rather see it carried into effect at once. •
291. Do you know the northern entrance iust at Point Danger;—is it a rocky entrance? Yes; studded with 
basalt boulders.

Hon.
A.' Kethel, 

M.L.C.

17 Mar., 1898.

292. It is proposed to build a breakwater along there;—do you think that is necessary ? I do. All the 
wrecks that have taken place at the Tweed since it has been navigated have occurred on those boulders. 
A training-wall carried out in an easterly or east-north-east direction, as indicated on the map, would send 
the scour of the tide out clear of that treacherous North Head, and make the navigation of the river far 
safer and easier.
293. Do you think an entrance 500 feet wide would be sufficient ? I think so. I think it ample for any 
vessel that will seek to enter there.
294. It has been a most difficult and dangerous port ? Yes, next to the Manning I think it has been one
of the worst on the coast. _ ,
295. And communication by water has been very irregular ? Yes.
296., Do you think the immediate result of the completion of these works would be the lowering of freights 
to the river ? I do.
297. Do you think that course would be adopted? I am almost certain it would, and this is one reason:— 
At present the insurance companies are very backward in taking a risk for any steamer of decent size going 
to the Tweed. I was commissioned by a gentleman to get estimates for a steamer when I was in England 
last year. I obtained estimates, and plans, and specifications for a steamer from several builders, and after 
going to all the trouble it was found that none of the insurance companies in Australia w’ould cover a boat 
of that class to run to the Tweed. Hence as an owner must take greater risk than he would running to 
any other port, he must make up for that risk by an additional charge for freight and passage money.
298. You are aware that it is not proposed to make any special port charge ? I was not aware of that.
299. While the State does not derive any revenue towards interest and expenditure it will be giving the 
residents of that part of the country advantages they very much require in the shape of cheap freights ? 
Yes, and in addition to that the work will, in my opinion, cause an immediate and a very large increase 
in the population of the district, and consequently 'an increase in its products. At present only those on 
the immediate banks of the river are able to produce anything, because of the difficulty of getting the 
produce to market at a price that would leave a margin of profit to the grower.
300. Have you, in the course of your experience either in this country or in any other part of the world, 
found it to be the policy of any country to close waterways for the purpose of advancing the extension 
of railways or any other means of communication ? No ; I have never heard of any man having the 
power to do such a thing being so largely tainted with insanity as to make such a proposition.
301. Is it not the policy of every country in the world to keep open its waterways, notwithstanding that 
other means of communication may exist ? Yes.

Bartholomew Martin Corrigan, shipowner, sworn, and examined;—
302. Mr. LeeJ] You are a shipowner trading to the Tweed Diver ? Yes. B. M.
303. What is the name of your steamer ? The “ Friendship,” with a tonnage of 142 tons. Corrigan.
304. Does she carry passengers as well as cargo ? No, only cargo. <■—■—v
305. What is her draught ? Heavily laden, about 8 ft. 6 in. 17 Mar., 1898.
306. What is about the draught of the sailing vessels you send to the Tweed ? Something about the same.
307. How long have you been trading there ? About twenty years. ’
308. Consequently you are well acquainted with the bar ? No; I cannot speak of it from personal 
knowledge.
309. But you know about it from the captains of your boats ? Yes, I know a good deal in that way.
310. And I suppose you have been so unfortunate to have a wreck or two up there ? I had only one 
wreck, and that was years ago.
311. Was that at the Heads ? Yes. .
312. What were the freights twenty years ago ? Erom 15s. to 16s. pfer ton each way, and now they are 
about 10s.
313. What special difficulties have you to encounter in trading to the river at the present time ? After 
getting over the bar you cannot go more than a few miles with your cargo, but have to employ lighters to 
carry it up the river. This means an additional expense of from Is. to 2s. a ton. That is one difficulty.
Then, again, you cannot take a vessel in of a large size. You cannot take a vessel in with safety drawing 
more than from 8 feet to 8 feet 6 inches.
314. You are aware that the object of the proposed works is to improve the entrance to the river, and up 
as far as Chindera Point? Yes.
315. Would not your remarks apply to the improvement of the whole of the river as far as Murwillurnbah ?
Yes ; it would be necessary to improve the river as far as Murwillurnbah to give any benefit to the people 
in the shape of cheap freights. Unless the river is improved as far as Murwillurnbah it will still be 
necessary to employ punts.
316. Do you find any great difficulty at the present time in entering the Heads, and getting as far as 
Chindera Point? Not much difficulty. The bar has been very good lately for vessels with a draught of 
about 8 feet or 8 feet 6 inches.
317. Has not this improvement been the result of the works already carried out in the river ? I think 
so, because I recollect that on one occasion a little vessel was detained behind the bar for something like 
three months. You could walk across the bar at low tide without wetting your boots. The improvements 
have been of great advantage and the bar has been very fair now for some years.
318. Would that lead you to the opinion that if the works were carried out in full they would be effective
as far as the entrance is concerned ? Yes. 319.
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B. II. 319. I suppose the advantage to you personally would be that you would be able to get cheaper insurance 
Corrigan. for y0Ur g}1ipSj or possibly would be able to insure them where you cannot do so at all now Y Well I do 

17Mar“l898 not know that it would make any great difference in that respect.
nr'’ 320. Would you be able to carry the stuff to and from the river at a cheaper rate ? Tes. Two shillings 

a ton at least, which would represent the difference between taking the vessel up the river and the present 
system of lighteragp.
321. What quantity of stuff do you bring down and take up to the Tweed in the course of a year ? My 
vessels do not run there all the year round, but only in the sugar season. They take up from 2,000 to
3,000 tons and bring the same quantity back.
322. Chairman.~] That would be about 5,000 tons both ways ? Tes.
323. Therefore on your trade 2s. a ton would represent a saving of £300 a year ? Tes ; the peojile would 
gain that in the reduction of freights.
324. Mr. Lee.'] The freight is now 10s., but it would be brought down to 8s. ? Tes.
325. Would you be able to carry on your business profitably at 8s. a ton ? Tes, it would pay me fairly
well at 8s. ’
326. And I presume that if you had a greater depth of water all the way up to Murwillurnbah you would 
put on bigger vessels with larger cargoes ? It would all depend upon the depth of water you would get 
all the way up the river to Murwillurnbah. If there were sufficient water of course there would be larger 
vessels ; but I do not know that the freight would be much less than 8s., because we get something like 
that freight for the Richmond River where the bar is better and the river is better.
327. If at the present time under the disadvantages that exist you are able to carry on the trade profitably 
at a charge of 8s. a ton, I presume you do not fear the extension of railways into the district ? I could 
not say anything with reference to railways.
328. Since the training-walls have been carried out you have had a very fair bar, and consequently you 
have had none of the detentions you used to have ? No ; the improvements have been a great benefit.
329. Tour trouble now is in getting up the river ? Tes.
330. Then, is it your opinion that even if these works are carried out it will be necessary before they can 
give full benefit to the district to have the whole of the river dredged or otherwise attended to right up 
to Murwillurnbah ? Tes ; I am of that opinion. Before we shall be able to have those cheap freights I 
spoke of we shall have to get right up to the head of the river, and then it will be a benefit to the whole 
district.
331. Then you look upon the improvements at the Heads as being only part of the necessary work ? 
That is all.
332. Tou believe they are good ? They are good, inasmuch as they enable us to go in and out of the 
river. But the improvement does not extend to the head of the river.
333. Do you find the quantity of stuff carried increasing Y Tes.
334. What class of goods ? The principal goods at the present time are sugar and timber. They have 
lately started creamery works, but that industry is very young at present.
335. Do you bring any potatoes from there ? Very little.
336. Any maize ? Very little.
337. How is that ? I do not know. They do not go in for maize as much as sugar. It seems to be a 
great district for sugar, the trade in which is improving every year.
338. Tou carry raw sugar for the sugar company ? Tes.
339. Tou have charters with the Sugar Company ? Tes ; and with Mr. Robb, who is another large
sugar-grower. At Cudgen, he grows from 1,500 to 2,000 tons of sugar a year. I think the Sugar 
Company grow about 6,000 tons. .
340. What other vessels are trading to the river ? Mr. Langley has sailing vessels.
341. And steamers also ? No.
312. Are they kept constantly employed? No; only in the sugar season.
343. The sugar is carried in the sailing vessels, as well as in the steamers? Tes; sugar is the principal 
freight, and there is a little timber.
341. There are some passenger steamers running there ? Tes; the “ Augusta,” the “ Wollumbin,” and the 
“ Friendship.”
315. It has been the sugar chiefly that has increased ? Tes.
346. And in consequence of the sugar industry you have carried coals, stores, and things of that kind ? 
Tes ; for every ton of sugar there is a ton of coal carried or thereabouts.
347. Has there been a large increase in general store goods ? Tes, a very fair increase.
348. I suppose you carry all classes of stores? Tes.
349. I suppose that is the class of goods you have a difficulty in distributing on the river, at the proper 
centres ? Tes; you have to distribute them at the different wharfs as you go along, in the punts.
350. I suppose the Sugar Company have their own punts;—they punt the sugar down, and punt the coal 
back ? They have their own punts, and we work them. We have a launch, and we tow the punts up, and 
tow them down.
351. Do you find any difficulty with your vessels in the river in time of flood? Not a great difficulty. 
Of course there is a good rush of water, but we have to provide for that. We have never had any losses, 
and have always taken the necessary precautions. I only know of two vessels being lost on the Tweed 
bar—the “ Chindera” and the “ True Blue.”

. 352. Do you trade to any other port on the north coast ? Tes ; I do a great deal of business on the
Richmond River in connection with the Sugar Company.
353. Do you think the Tweed River has shown as much progress in proportion as the other rivers ? I 
thiuk it has shown more progress.
354. What is your idea ot the future of the Tweed ? If the duty is knocked off the sugar I do not know
what the consequences will be, because the Sugar Company tell us that if the whole of the duty is abolished 
they will close their mills and take them away from the district. I do not know what will be the future 
of the Richmond River and the Tweed River if the Sugar Companv take away that industry, as they say 
positively they will do. ”
355. If the Sugar Company close their sugar-mills there will be a very serious loss in trade ? There will 
be a terribly serious loss in everything.
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3d6. Suppose, for a moment that the sugar industry wholly stopped on the Tweed do you think there is 
sufficient produce from that district to justify the State in making a perfectly safe port there ? As far as
twSo vessels tradeTthere’. SUPP°Se U WOuld be re<luil-ed in any case. It would he necessary if only one or
K bo3to1hellsDettledtono0pinip0n: 5hat the la7d in*hat district is 80 g°od and the rainfa11 80 ]arge that 
to be settled unonliom ZZl n ^ ^ ?Sar’Men for some other PurP°8e ? d think it will be bound 
the suo-ar industry is d nn a a vu carnJ:rorn dl Pc rent people as to its capabilities ; but, in my opinion, if
produce“rom whYtPver " ‘ b<i a Consldcrable time before they will be able to haVe sufficient
The Suwar Comnanv sendq f ^ it ad°P4.to carrT on a trade equal to that carried on at present,
tons o^coal badr^Jrwd hS El1chmo?d Rlver about 12>000 tons a year, and takes about 12,000 
peoDlecMrv^^onffin^lt68 genTeralv, g°ods r^^red from Sydney, to support from 30,000 to 40,000 
about 8 000 terns each wav ^Tt In m etCaSe ^ tlie.,p'veed River, the trade amounts to from 6,000 to

otherwise’ 7 it mS ^ wT^17 'Vu ^ 1 character that it is bound to improve ? I cannot say 
otliei wise, it must go aheaci, because I believe the land is of excellent quality. ^
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FRIDAY, 18 MARCH, 1898.
present;—

THOMAS THOMSON EMING-, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. ' 
Henry Clarke, Esq

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Weight, Esq.

Eeank Eaenell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River.

No. not always. At the present

Lawrence Tulloch, master of the steamer “ Augusta,” sworn, and examined
S fi. 6 £ ’StfiSit'S* 200 A"S""‘ ” dr" ”h“ 1“‘ded ? MII *• ton t MM.

TOraSd he” 0r °“t °f 11,8 b" “°W who“ lhe '» *«Uj loaded ? We 18M".r..'lS8.

361. What is your usual draught? About 7 ft. 6 in.
362. Can the bar be crossed at all times with a draught of 7 ft. 6 in. - ino not at wavs At 
tune you can cross with 8 feet, but there have been a considerable number of fresHatelf
364’ HaveX^rf/ ■he work8 whicb bave al^ady been carried out in Se river^ Yes 
a^greatJmprovement the river"itselfmen** ^ ^ ^ ? ^ ^ i but Hey have made

£Sr.k.’r^h4dit.,l“ elf881 0t ‘‘“■’““S lh8 b”? 1‘kink They ,oo f„
36A H„h“trcobu,lTy™ ft'loVefcn';"?!”8 T°“tT 88t “P *» C»e Point loaded no^.

Ir - ,0 '’hich

378. Have you been long trading to the Tweed ? Twelve years, 
o/a. iou know the river well ? Yes. *

oi the esisting week, the ™ ™ peaeticlly o.elee, foe

cannot >av that it wonld he'of'oi™o"''/ir i p°n“pll“k “ ",<lur‘1 be ot “"J “e for ‘lat purpose ? I 
30—C
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L. Tulloeh. 3gg_ You think it would be no detriment to the work to leave it there? No detriment whatever; the 
current will rush straight past that point. _ 1 1 ,

18 Mar., 898. you ^]ie construction of the northern breakwater, as far as the point shown by the red and
white lines, will be enough for the time being ? Yes ; but the works are not carried far enough on the 
southern side. The principal sand which blocks up the bar comes from the southward with the inset ot 
the current.
385. In heavy weather there is a northerly set inshore, and you think that will fill up the mouth of the
harbour, unless the southern wall is carried out quite as far as proposed? Yes. . .
386. You think that the southern breakwater should be carried out to the full limit shown ? Yes; to 
make a permanent channel.
387. But you think there is no necessity to carry the northern breakwater beyond the rocks ? . No.
388. How long have you been able to go up to Cave Point with your boats ? About six or nine months.
389. Before the construction of the works you could not get into the river at all ? No ; we were down 
to 3 feet 6 inches on the top of high-water.
390. Is 7 feet 6 inches the greatest depth you can get up with now ? At times we can load down to
8 feet. .
391. If it is said by the Department that when the works are completed as shown on the plan vessels will 
be able to draw up to 15 feet, would you say that was feasible ? No ; they might take 12 feet.
392. But you thing that would be the maximum ? Yes.
393. In general terms, I understand that you approve of the works that have been carried out so far, and 
that you think that the completion of those works will make a good harbour of the Tweed ? Yes.

18 ' PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

John Pugh, master of the steamer “ "Wbllumbin,” sworn, and examined :—
J. Pugh. 394. Mr. Massall.l You are master of the steamer “ Wollumbin,” trading to the Tweed Elver ? Yes; but 

A—we call at other ports. .
18Mar., 1898. 395. Do you go into any other rivers besides the Tweed? I go into the Clarence occasionally when 

weatherbound.
396. How long have you been trading at the Tweed ? I first went there fifteen years ago.
397. Was the river then in its natural state ? It was in a very bad state then.
398. No improvement had been effected to navigation at that time? No. Since then a number of 
alterations have been made.
399. What draught of water had you when you first entered the river ? When I was in command of the 
schooner “ Liffey ” we drew about 7 feet 6 inches when loaded.
400. Could you get into the river then ? At spring tides.
401. How far up could you go ? Only just inside the heads.
402. Since then improvements have been carried out, and you are now in command of a vessel drawing 
how much ? About 8 ft. 6 in. or 8 ft. 8 in. when loaded. We do not load fully on the Tweed, as a rule.
403. How far can you run up the river now? Three or four trips ago I went up to Cudgen wharf.
404. Where does the main traffic from the river come from? We take sugar, timber, and hides.
405. How is it brought down ? By lighter. The timber is rafted down.
406. How far up do you go, as a rule ? To Cave Point.
407. Have you any difficulty in navigation now ? At the bar, principally.
408. If the bar were improved, you would be able to get in and out almost at any time to load or unload, 
as the case might be ? If the bar were improved.
409. With regard to the improvements which have been carried out during the time you have been 
trading to the river, have they been beneficial to navigation ? Yes.
410. Training-walls have been erected ? Yes.
411. What has been the result? We can go to Cave Point now, whereas the Sugar Company’s punts' 
could not get over the flats years ago.
412. The training-walls have had the effect of making a good channel as far as Cave Point, and at spring 
tides further ? Yes. I have been up there drawing 8 ft. 6 in. Near where the dredge is working now 
there were sand-flats fourteen years ago.
413. How far, in your opinion, should the proposed breakwater at the northern head run out ? I do 
not think it would require to run out much further than where the rocks extend.
414. Is there deep water just outside the rocks ? Not exactly outside. The principal difficulty at the 
entrance to the heads is the south-east weather.
415. That drifts the sand up and shallows the bar ? Yes.
416. In your opinion, how far should the southern breakwater be carried out ? The further out that 
breakwater goes the better it will be for the place.
417. You think it should overlap the northern breakwater to some extent? Yes, if you are going to 
prevent the accumulation of sand on the bar.
418. If the southern breakwater were carried out some distance would it, with the set of the current 
outside, give sufficient scour to keep the entrance pretty clear ? I think it would greatly assist in keeping 
it clear.
419. By the flowing of the tide in and out ? Yes ; and with the operation of freshets in the river.
420. There is a good deal of water coming down the Tweed ? At times.
421. What is the current in flood-time ? About 7 or 8 miles an hour.
422. It would scour everything away at the entrance ? Yes.
423. Is there much trade on the Tweed now ? There is a considerable trade in sugar and timber.
424. There are a good many boats trading there ? The “ Augusta ” and “ Wollumbin ” trade there regu
larly. There is another steamer going there occasionally. As a rule, the “ Augusta ” and “ Wollumbin ” 
make one trip a week each, but they are not always fully loaded.
425. Is the trade increasing ? Yes ; I believe it has been. Fifteen years ago there was a steamer 
running there from Brisbane, but none from Sydney until Captain Tulloeh went there.
426. Do you think there is a prcsnect of much further increase in the trade of the place, taking into 
consideration the character of tne country ? From what I have read and seen, I should think there is 
every likelihood of the trade increasing largely.

427*
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427. Id your opinion the G-oyernment would be justified in expending a sum of money in making the J- Pugli- 
entrance as good as it admits of? Of course, the better the entrance, the better for the trade of the '
rjver# 18 Mar., 1898,
428. And the greater inducement offered for people to settle in the district and develop its resources ? Yes.
429. Do you find that after a flood in the Tweed the entrance is sometimes improved ? Sometimes—not 
always.
430. I presume it would be improved after a high flood ? After a high flood the bar is generally better.
In the case of the Eichmond Eiver that is always the case—that is, generally good after a high flood.
431. You think that with the training-walls carried out further, and with the breakwaters, the channel 
would be good at all times ? That is my opinion.
432. Would it be necessary to go to any expense in dredging to keep the channel clear? I do not 
think so. The southern training-wall left as it is there now will not do any good.
433. You think the work already done requires completion ? Yes. I notice whenever I go in and out 
that there is sand scouring right out across from the termination of the southern wall. I have often 
noticed the water there thick with sand-scouring across to the opposite wall. The sand is spread all over 
the channel.
434. In order to keep the channel clear you think it would be necessary to extend the southern training-
wall, as shown on the plan ? That is my opinion. '
435. TSLr. iee.] You are aware that the entrance to the Tweed, if the proposed works were carried out, 
would be 500 feet in width;—do you think that would be sufficient ? Yes. I have been into places with 
a narrower width than that, where there were two breakwaters such as those proposed.
436. Do you think yon would be able to take the entrance under a heavy south-easterly gale with the 
proposed width ? There might be circumstances under which you could not take it with safety.
437. Admitting that there were sufficient depth of water, with the entrance 500 feet wide, could you, 
under the extreme conditions I have named, take it? It would depend a good deal upon the trim of the 
ship. There is a place called Bilboa, on the Bay of Biscay, with a narrow entrance, and steamers take it 
with very heavy gales of wind in winter-time. It is a very bad place, but I do not think it is 500 feet wide.
438. There is a good heavy surf on the coast here under a heavy south-easterly gale? Sometimes.
439. If the proposed works were carried out, there would be a heavy break, just outside the entrance ?
Yes, with a heavy swell. '
440. Could you, under ordinary conditions, take your steamer in during a heavy gale ? I would not 
attempt it in a very heavy gale with 15 feet of water.
441. You think there would be occasions when it would be advisable for steamers to stand off? Yes.; ' 
but that would not occur often.
442. To which do you attach the more importance, getting in or getting out ? Getting out is the worse. .
443. As a rule, then, you are fully loaded ? Ho ; we are never fully loaded. Sometimes we have been 
loaded with timber, but we are not very deep in the water when we are loaded with cedar and pine.
444. Why is it more important that you should be able to get out than in ? It is always easier to get in 
than to get out of any bar harbour. You are going against the sea coming out,and you are going with the 
sea coming in.
445. Have you been on the river with your steamer during heavy floods ? I was there during the last 
Christmas holidays, when there was a pretty strong fresh in the river. You could not call it a heavy flood.
446. Do you know whether steamers have difficulty in lying in the river when it is in a state of flood ?
There is no difficulty as long as they have good anchors and chains.
447. The effect of the training-walls so far constructed has been to make a current under the wall ? Yes.
448. The bulk of the channel is against the wall ? Yes.
449. About how wide would the channel be ? At Cave Point there would be between 300 and 400 feet 
between the spit and the wall.

'450. With an average depth of how many feet ? About 8 or 9 feet at low water. .
451. You remember that point years ago, before the training-wall was built? Yes.
452. Do you remember what the depth of water there was then ? No.
453. You are satisfied that the training-wall has had the effect of.making a good channel—of keeping the 
channel open ? There is no doubt about that.
454. That has been the effect obtained from one wall ? Yes.
455. You see that at the junction of Terranora Creek there are two walls ; both the creek and the river 
there are between two walls ;—what has been.the effect at that point ? There is a long spit running out 
there now, but I do not think that that is owing to the two walls.
456. Where is the channel there? It is well over on the eastern side, and it follows that side down.
457. Assuming that the current has formed at that point the bank to which you have referred, do you not 
think it likely that a similar bank may be set up near the heads when that portion is brought between .two 
training-walls ? There seems to be pretty good water there.
458. But there is only one wall there at present;—do you think the erection of a second wall would cause
a bank to form near the heads ? I do not think so. I do not think the sand-bank at Terranora Creek is 
the result of the two walls. I think it is rather the result of the two waters meeting there. If Terranora 
Creek w'ere not there, and the training-wall were carried right on past that point, I do not think there would 
be any sand-bank. . ■ •
459. You do not anticipate any such thing nearer the heads if the southern training-wall is extended ? No.
My opinion is that the extension of that wall will improve the entrance. ■

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HAEBOUE WOBKS AT TWEED EIYEE. ' ' ' 19

. Eobert Langley, shipowmer, sworn, and examined:—
460. Mr. Moberts.~\ You own some vessels trading to the Tweed Eiver ? Yes, the “Cooloon,” the “ Sea 
Blower,” the “ Gwendoline,” and the “ Alfred Panning.” I am owner, or part owner, of those vessels.
461. Are they all sailing vessels ? Yes.
462. Do you command any of the vessels yourself ? No ; I do not go to sea myself, but I am a good deal 
on the river. ,
463. you have a good knowledge of the Tweed ? Yes ; I have been going backwards and forwards for
the last fifteen or sixteen years. I am not a professional navigator, but I understand navigation 
thoroughly. 4@4.

I!. Langley. 

18 Mar., 1898.
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E, Langley. 464. For how many years has your capital been employed in. vessels trading to the Tweed ? About
—' eighteen years. .

18Mar., 1898. Have you vessels running anywhere else? Yes; at times we go to the Manning, to Cape xlawke,
and Camden Haven.
466. You frequently visit those rivers? I visit the Tweed once or twice a year, and I stay there two or
three months at a time. . .
467. What draught of water have your vessels? The biggest one draws 8 ft, 10 in. or 8 ft. 9 in. loaded.
468. What would the minimum be ? About 7 ft. 6 in. _ i t
469. Have you been always able to take vessels of that draught into the Tweed ? Hot always. It has
been only since the improvements were made that we have been able to take in vessels of that draught. 
Occasionally we have been able to get a vessel over the bar drawing 10 feet, but when we first went to the 
Tweed we had vessels lying out a fortnight or three weeks unable to get in. I remember that we had 
machinery for Eobb & Co.’s mill waiting fourteen days. There was not enough water on the bar to 
get it in. ....
470. Since the improvements have been made have you experienced any difficulty of that kind? No.
471. Have you been detained outside at all? Not unless there has been too heavy a sea for the tug-boat
to get in and out. .
472. Which is the worst gale you have to encounter ? North-east or due east. It is only seven months
ago since we lost a vessel in Danger Bay. .
473. What was the immediate cause of that ? It had nothing to do with the river. She was lying there. 
She could not get over the bar at the time on account of the heavy sea, and she dragged her anchors acd 
went ashore.
474. She had to keep to sea on account of the heavy sea on the bar ? Yes.
475. How far up the river do your vessels go now ? From 3 to 4 miles—to Cave Point.
476. About 2 miles from Chindera? From 21- to 3 miles. They have now altered the name of Cudgen 
to Chindera.
477. Your vessels are towed up directly they get inside the bar ? Yes. _
478. Do they not go further up the river than Cave Point? Yes ; they often go to Chindera. We have 
several vessels which have been right up to the Sugar Company’s mills, about 18 miles up the river. 
They did so last year. The place is about 2 miles on this side of Murwillumbah.
479. What is your principal freight? Sugar, cedar, and pine.
480. Any maize? Very little maize is grown on the river.
481. What is the freight to Sydney of sugar? I think last year we got 10s. on sugar. We generally 
have coal down and sugar back. It is about £1 a ton all round for both trips.
482. Is freight lower since the improvements have been made than it was previously ? Considerably 
lower. We have had as high as 30s., but there was not the quantity of stuft to go then that there is now.
483. Were there as many vessels trading to the river then as now ? No. When we first went down we
took goods for the lighthouse—bricks and other material. _ _ _
484. Since the carrying out of improvements the number of vessels trading to the river has increased ? 
Yes ; and the output of sugar has been bigger every year. There were six vessels ol ours trading there 
last year, and there were three steamers belonging to other people.
485. What number were there previously ? There was only one steamer there ten years ago, now there 
are three—two making regular and one occasional trips.
486. Has the number of sailing vessels been doubled ? They are doubled in the sugar season, that would
be for six months of the year. <
487. Do not the residents of the Tweed get their supplies from Sydney ? Chiefly from Sydney. They 
get them occasionally from Brisbane.
488. What percentage of the stores do they get from Brisbane ? I do not suppose that it would amount 
to 5 per cent.; they nearly all come from Sydney.
489. When the goods go from Sydney do they go by steamer? Yes. Wo took only 300 tons of general 
cargo last year. We fetched away 4,300 tons of sugar, and we took 2,800 tons of coal. That was our 
trade for the six months from July to January.
490. You do not carry much merchandise from here? No ; we do not court that trade. We get only a 
small quantity of it, the steamers run so regularly.
491. Do the steamers get a better price from Sydney than you get? Yes ; for general cargo on account 
of the risk.

. 492. What is the average duration of one of your trips ? We are lucky if we do the trip there and back
in a fortnight or in sixteen days. Sometimes we are a month over it. In fine weather, with favourable 
winds, we do the trip in from fourteen to sixteen days.
493. What is the distance from Sydney Heads to the Tweed ? It is within a shade of 400 miles.
494. How many vessels have you lost since you have been trading there ? I have lost none on the bar.
I never had a loss there. We have had one or two ashore, but we have always got Ihem off. _

• 495. How is the freight brought down from Murwillumbah to meet your vessels. Until last year it was 
all brought down in punts. Last year, occasionally on spring tides, we got the vessels up as far as the 
company’s works.
496. But, as a rule, you go only to Cave Point, and the produce is brought there in punts ? Yes.
497. What do the punts draw ? Three feet or 3 ft. 6 in.
498. Have you had an opportunity to familiarise yourself with the scheme submitted to the Committee 
for the improvement of the river ? Yes.
499. Do you thing the river would be greatly benefited by the projected work ? The works which have
been carried out so far have done a great deal of good. •
500. Do you think the additional improvements will have much influence upon freight from the Tweed to 
Sydney ? I do not think that it will bo cut any lower than it now is.
501. How does the freight from the Tweed compare with that from other rivers to, Sydney ? It is not as 
heavy as theMacleay. Freight is also dear on the Manning. There is not much of it, and the company 
have a mhrmpoly of the trade.
502. You dcLnot get the same price from the Tweed which steamers obtain from the Macleay and 
Manning ? It is something

the same ppiee from the Tweed which steamers obtain from the Macleay 
thing similar'. The freight from those places is, if anything, a little higher.

503.



755

503. Which breakwater do you think ought first to be carried out ? The southern one. Langley.
504. On what ground do you say that ? I am judging from the effect of the existing training-wall on
the southern side in improving the channel. , ar'’ ‘
505. Do you regard the northern breakwater as absolutely necessary? Tes.
50(5. What do you think of the proposal to cut a canal through from the river to the north of Point 
Danger ? No doubt it would answer very well. In Danger Bay you would always be sheltered from the 
south and south-east winds.
507. Do you think it would be a better way of spending public money than that proposed? It would 
cost a good deal more money than the other scheme, and if you carried it out the work already carried 
out on the river would to a great extent be thrown away.
508. Do you think the result would be more satisfactory ? I think so.
509. On account of the shelter from the south and south-east winds which would be afforded in the bay ?
Tes. I may also say that there is a bed of sand through Cooloon and Coolangatta. It may originally have 
been one of the entrances to the Tweed Diver. All through there the neck of land is not more than 5 
or 6 feet above high-water.
510. Are there indications that it ever was the entrance to the river? Well, it is all sea-sand right 
through, and there is a lot of pumice-stone among the sand.
511. You regard the works submitted to the Committee as one that ought to be carried out in the 
interests of the community ? Tes.
512. Mr. Wright.'] Do you insure your vessels ? Tes.
513. Have you insured any recently? I always keep them insured.
514. Have you paid any insurance since the improvements have been made upon the Tweed Eiver? Yes.
515. Have you found any abatement of the premiums ? They have never made any yet.
51G. Do you contemplate receiving any abatement ? I hope to do so.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HAEBOUIl WOEKS AT TWEED EIVEE. 21

The Hon. Samuel Charles, M.L.C., sworn, and examined:—
517. Mr. Farnell^ You have had a knowledge of the Tweed Eiver for many years past ? From thirty to Hon.
thirty-five years, I suppose. S. Charles,
518. You have had a long connection with agricultural pursuits ? Yes. M.L.C.
519. Will you give us your opinion of the capabilities and general characteristics of the Tweed district? i8Mar^l898
The land there is of a very superior quality. I have been over most of the ranges, and I have found on ’’ '
the top of the heights as fine soil as you would find anywhere in New South Wales. On the flats the
soil is black, on the ranges it is chocolate. The district is principally volcanic.
520. The district has soil which will produce almost anything ? It will produce almost anything to which 
the climate is suitable.
521. Do you know to what use the land is now put? I was over it a few months ago. The principal 
part of the flat land has been planted with sugar, but they have found that the flats are subject to frost, 
and they are therefore abandoning the growth of sugar there, and are planting it on the hills, which are 
not affected by frost to the same extent. At the present time they are clearing large areas of the land, 
and preparing it for dairy purposes.
522. Do you think the dairying industry will be a success there? From what I have seen of the land, I 
do not think you could do anything better with it.
523. Do you think the natural grasses are sufficiently good for dairying purposes ? They are not so 
succulent, and they do not produce the same quantity ot milk and butter as do artificial grasses.
524. Still the grow-th of vegetation is very prolific ? Very.
525. The district is pretty closely timbered ? The greater part of it. There are a few plains wdth scarcely 
any growth but grass. The land, as a rule, is very difficult to clear.
52(5. What do you estimate that it costs per acre to clear the land for dairy purposes ? Not less than 
£10 an acre.
527. Would that be a fair price for clearing the land and grubbing it, or would it be a price for clearing 
the land, and allowing the stumps to rot in the ground ? If you grubbed the land it will cost a great 
deal more. That would be a very expensive process. You must allow some time to elapse for the stumps 
to be burnt or rotted out.
528. Comparing the land in the Tweed district with that of the southern district,—would an acre of the 
Tweed land, cleared, and laid down with artificial grasses, be equal to a couple of acres of land in the 
southern district ? I do not think so, but it would produce a larger quantity of grasses, taking the 
seasons all round.
529. What is retarding the progress of the district ? I may mention an incident which came under my
notice many years ago, which, I think, retarded the progress of the district considerably. The first 
settlers tried to grow corn, but they had a difficulty in getting it away. One settler chartered a small .
vessel to take his cargo to Brisbane. He loaded it in the river, and the vessel was so long detained inside ■
the bar that the whole cargo heated and spoiled to such an extent that when the vessel arrived in Brisbane
it had to be taken down the river, and the unfortunate grower of the corn had to pay £3 for the labour 
expended in digging the corn out of the hold and throwing it overboard. That prevented a number of 
the earlier settlers Irom attempting to grow corn. They have always had a difficulty in getting it away.
530. You think that if proper facilities were afforded to the district it would progress ? Yes; it would 
always have i.he Sydney and Brisbane markets opened to it.
531. Can you tell us what was the state of the entrance to the river twenty-five or thirty years ago?
The bar was pretty much as it is now. Sometimes it would be pretty good, and sometimes it would be 
nearly closed altogether. 1 remember an occurrence before the improvements were started, which will 
show you how bad the lower part of the river was. There was a launch drawing only 2 feet of water.
She wms in charge of a competent man, and the passage was so bad that it took her many hours to make a 
few miles up the river.
532. Is there a shifting bar at the entrance ? Yes ; it has been shifting at interval-* since I first knew it.
It depends a great deal upon the body of water which happens to bo coming down the river.
533. "What is your opinion of the effect of tho works already carried out? They have made a great 
improvement. "Within the last few months I went up the river in a launch drawing defect. We went

. UP
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H°n- up at dead low water as far as Murwillumbah, and they told me on the way up that, excepting in one or 
LC66' ^wo sP°ts> the7 Pa(l 8 or 9 feet of water along the training-wall.

. "A' ‘ 534. There is no doubt in your mind as to the permanence of the good which has been effected by the
18 Mar. 1898. wor^ ? doubt whatever.

535. Do you think the Glovernment would be justified in continuing the works with a view of making the 
entrance to the river more secure ? Decidedly; but if I might be allowed to express an opinion as to the 
best means of effecting a permanent improvement in the river I would suggest that a canal should be cut 
through to Danger Bay. There is deep water there, and a small breakwater would be sufficient to keep 
the sand from working round the mouth of the entrance. It would always be sheltered, and there would 
be smooth water. I would not express an opinion as to the cost.
536. What is the nature of the country through which the canal would have to be cut ? As far as I know, 
it is all sand. It is a very low neck of land, not more than 7 or 8 feet above the level of the sea or river.
537. Do you think it possible that at one time the river may have found an outlet there? I think it is 
quite possible.
538. If the project is carried out, will it have a permanently good effect? I think so. I speak from 
what I have seen of the Gippsland Lakes, where extensive works have been carried out. Those works 
have greatly improved the entrance. I do not think the northern breakwater should be carried out as 
far as the southern breakwater. There is always a heavy current coming up which would have a tendency 
to block the entrance, unless the southern breakwater were extended a good way out. I would carry out 
the northern breakwater as far as the rocks.
539. Providing these works are carried out, it would be necessary to make the river navigable to do a 
great deal of dredging ? Tes ; but if the upper part of the river were once dredged I do not think it 
would silt up again.
540. Suppose the river were fitted for the navigation of vessels drawing 6 or 7 feet of water, do you 
think that would meet the circumstances of the trade of the district ? I think it would be necessary to 
provide for a draught of at least 8 or 9 feet.
541. You would suggest, then, that dredging should be carried out in addition to the proposed works? 
Yes; as long as the dredging is done in a straight line, giving the current a fair run.

■ 542. You think the resources of the district justify the proposed expenditure ? Yes. I think that if
proper facilities were afforded there would be a great increase in the shipment of goods and of agricultural 
produce. '
543. Do you know upon what terms land can now be obtained for dairying purposes ? I know that 
partially-cleared farms can be rented at a very low rent. Land can be purchased cheaply now, although 
some years ago it was very hard to get. A good many people burnt their fingers in purchasing land there 
years ago, and it can now be obtained at a reasonable figure.
544. I suppose there would be no difficulty in the way of cutting up large estates for the purpose of 
closer settlement ? No ; it is a thing which most persons there would be anxious to do.
545. Of late years there has been a great rush for land in the northern district ? The rush has heen
supplied to a certain extent in the Eichmond Eiver district; but I think that it will spread to the Queens
land border. ■
546. I believe that some of the Illawarra farmers have gone to the district to take up areas ? Yes ; a

. great many have gone, and I believe that more are going.
547. M.r. BTfy/i!;.] You think the country would be justified in spending £45,000 in the improvement 
of the Tweed Eiver ? I certainly think so.

22 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

MONDAY, 21 MARCH, 1898.
^prrsrni:—•

CHAELES ALFEED LEE, Esq. (Temporary Chairman).
The Hon. James Hoskins. George Black, Esq.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. Francis Augustus Wright,
Henry Clarke, Esq. Frank Farnell, Esq.

Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver.

Walter Scott Campbell, Chief Inspector of Agriculture, Department of Mines and Agriculture, sworn,
and examined :—

W. S. 548. Mr. Clarke^] Can you tell the Committee what kind of produce is grown in the Tweed district, at 
Campbell, the present time? Sugar-cane is the chief product, at present. I think a good deal of dairying is likely 

to go on there. With regard to the district itself, I think it is one of the most productive in the 
21 Mar., 1898. Australian colonies.

549. The land there is very fertile ? Exceedingly fertile; it is very heavily timbered. There is a great 
.deal of timber of very good quality which could be cut there, if there were greater facilities for its ship

. meat than at present exists.
550. What descriptions are there ? Teak, cedar, hardwood, pine, and various other brush timbers.
551. You are aware that in the earlier days the chief valuable timber there was cedar ? Yes.
552. Has not that to a certain extent been worked out ? Yes ; I think the greater part of it has been 
cut down. Still there exists a great deal more in rather inaccessible places.
'553. If greater facilities for getting timber away were given, you think that some of it wrould be brought 
down to the river for shipment ? I think so. There is also the timber they call beech, although it is not 
a true beech. . That is one of the chief timbers, and there is a good deal of it in the district. There is 
also some black-bean, but I do not think they get much of that. >
554. Is the timber easily removed, to render the land fit for cultivation ? Yes ; I think it can be removed 
for from about £1 to 80s. per acre,—that is cut down. It is cut down and burnt off, and then grass is 
sown in among the logs and stumps, which are gradually got rid of.
555. It must be soft timber to allow that to be done ? It is brush timber.
556. I suppose that where timber is hard it is much more difficult to remove than where it is soft ?
TTnquest'onably. 557.
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557. It is the hard timber which generally comes to market ? I do not know that much hardwood timber 
comes from the Tweed. I think the trade is pretty well confined to beech, cedar, and pine ; but there is 
hardwood there, and not very far from the river.
558. What likelihood is there of other products than those you mentioned coming from the. district ? ^ ^ar'’ 1898 
They could grow fruits there. They have grown admirable oranges. Some of the best in the colonies
were grown there. I think it is very likely that there would be a good trade in early oranges by-and-bye.
They could also grow pine-apples and bananas there. They grow equally as well as in Queensland, and 
the district should be able to compete with that colony. Coffee grows there admirably.
559. Owing to the present state of the river, it is not so easy to get produce way from it as it is from
Queensland ? That, unquestionably, is the.great drawback to the district. '
560. You think the G-overnment would be justified in spending a considerable amount of money upon the 
proposed improvements ? I think so. The larger steamers could get down in quicker time, and could 
bring the fruit in a riper state. I may also state that potatoes, French beans, and other tender vegetables, 
could be grown there all the year round. For instance, we might keep up a constant supply of tomatoes 
to Sydney. I have seen tomatoes growing wild there in winter-time, and ripe.
5GI. Is maize grown to any extent ? Not to any great extent.
562. Is the land not suitable for growing maize ? It is fairly suitable, but they have paid more attention 
to sugar-cane than anything else. It took the place of maize.
563. The maize grown on all the northern rivers is more or less liable to weevil ? Yes ; but they can get 
over that difficulty, I think.
564. How ? By keeping the maize in air-tight tanks. The weevils are destroyed in that way They can 
also be destroyed by bi-sulphide of carbon.
565. You are aware that in the Bega district maize has been known to be kept for two years entirely free 
from weevil ? Yes.
566. Cannot that be done by keeping the maize in the cob in large sheds wdth plenty of ventilation ?
The weevil lays its egg in the field. I do not think the precaution you suggest would prevent it.
567. You think that in the Northern districts the weevils are in the cob before they are pulled ? Yes.
568.. You think the expenditure hitherto made upon the improvement of the Tweed Eiver has been 
justified? Yes, it has had an extraordinarily good effect. It is a new river. Before the improvements 
were carried out, I tried to get down in a pulling-boat, and I got stuck every five minutes. Last time I 
vrent down in a steamer without any impediment whatever. There seemed to be a wonderful trans
formation. . ' ‘
569. You think the improvements already effected have made a great improvement both on the bar and 
inside ? I do not know about the bar ; I can speak only about the river. The improvement in the river 
is very marked.
570. It is proposed to spend £40,000 upon the further improvement of the river;—do you consider that
that expenditure would be justified ? If it would deepen the bar to 11 feet, I should unhesitatingly say 
that it would be a good expenditure, '
571. I believe the Queensland Government intend to extend the railway from Southport to the Tweed ?
I have heard so. '
572. In that case, do you think fruit and vegetable grown upon the Tweed would find a market in- 
Queensland ? I should not be at all surprised to find that it vras so.
573. On the whole you are of opinion that the proposed expenditure is justifiable? Yes.
574. Mr. Trickett.'] I suppose you regard the Tweed district as eminently suited to the growth of sugar?
It is very well suited for that.
575. What is the term for wdiich land can be used for sugar there r It should be fallowed every four or 
five years. They can afterwards grow the cane again.
576. How many crops do they get a year ? They get a crop in about eighteen months. They could have
three good crops, and then they should plough the cane out and grow something else. They can cut 
cane annually, but it would not be wise to do so. They generally cut it in eighteen months, and some

- times two years. ■
577. How do you estimate the cane crop? So much cane per acre taking the tops off. They get 
so much a ton for the cane. The Company takes nearly all the cane and pays so much a ton for it, the 
Company taking the risk. They know that certain canes are very likely to yield a certain amount of 
sugar, and they tell the people what kind of cane they will take if it be grown. There is a fast-growing 
big cane the Black Java—which they would not permit them to grow at first, but when the disease broke 
out on the Clarence and Eichmond it was permitted, and I think it. is permitted now.
578. With regard to the sugar land, what is its productive capabilities ? It varies very much—from 25 
tons to about 60 or even more to the acre. '
579. Which is the better class of land for growing sugar—the swampy land or the land away from the 
swamps ? It will not do in swampy land. The land must be drained. I presume you are referring to ' 
the brush land ; that is generally supposed to grow the best cane.
580. Do you know how much per ton the cane is worth at the mills ? It varies—I think from 10s. to
13s. 6d. I am not sure what the present price is. I think the Colonial Sugar Company has made some 
alteration since the duties have been gradually taken off. -
581. I am asking the question with a view to ascertain what area would be required by a person in order 
to make a living? You may reckon about 10s. a ton, and 30 tons to the acre. I have seen some yields 
go as high as 70 tons. Down on the Eichmond they were giving 13s. 6d. a ton at one time; but I think 
that now the contracts are much lower than they used to be.
582. Is the cane delivered by the growers to the mill ? They cut it, and take it to some depot on the 
riven I think they have to take it to the bank of the river. They are taking cane now by the railway to 
the river. I do not know how far they have to cart it; but I presume to the railway.
583. Your information would seem to show that a small area would be sufficient for a man to live upon if 
he grew cane? Yes, at present prices ; but they-are lowering them, and they are to be lowered every 
year until the duty is taken off altogether. Then, of course, they will not do so well.
584. Is the cane a very expensive crop to produce ? No; it is not expensive. There is nothing to do
after planting and keeping the cane free from weeds for three or four months. It then shades the land, 
and the growers can sit down for the rest of the time. ’
585. Have you been to the Tweed lately ? I was there a year ago. 586.
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586. Did you notice whether, at that time, a change was coming over the face of the country as regards its 
occupation—whether cane-growing was giving place to dairying pursuits ? I believe that is so.

21 Mar 1898 yoa ^ear the reason of it ? They anticipate, I believe, that it will not pay when the duties are
■’ 'taken oft’, in many instances, to grow cane. Then, again, many persons are coming to the district who 

never grew cane, and who never thought of growing it. They have come there merely to carry on tho 
dairying industry. I am speaking now of the district generally, not merely of the Tweed. The ^Richmond 
and the Tweed districts run into one another, and you can hardly define the boundary between them.
587. A number of persons have come to the district from the dairying districts of the south ? Yes ; it 
is the best dairying district in any of the colonies, without exception.
588. Is it suitable for artificial grasses ? Yes.
589. I suppose they are chiefly grown ? Yes ; because there are no indigenous grasses in the scrub.
590. What grasses are grown ? Rye-grass, cocksfoot, couch-grass, prairie-grass; white clover is also
grown. '
591. Owing to the great rainfall the grass is kept growing all the year round ? Yes.
592. The carrying capacities of the country are very heavy? Yery heavy indeed.
593. I suppose a great deal of the land adjoining the.river is subject to flood? I believe that a great deal 
of the brush land is more or less subject to flood.
594. But the flood would not do much harm to the grasses? No. In regard to a great deal of land upon 
the Tweed, the banks of the river rise pretty high, and they are growing some of the best cane on that 
land.
595. From your general knowledge, you look upon the district as a permanent agricultural district? Tes.
596. One of the best in the Colony ? Yes.
597. And, as far as you can see, the only means of getting produce to the big markets from it is by 
steamer ? That is all I can see at present. The want of shipping facilities has always been a great 
hindrance to the district.
598. The country about the Tweed River is only sparsely populated ? The population is comparatively 
sparse.
599. Is there much available Crown land in the district? I do not think there is.
600. The land is held privately in considerable blocks ? In large areas. .
601. There is some good land on the McPherson Range ? Yes ; even at the top of Mount Warning I 
found good land.
602. You think there would be a good future before the district if the river were so improved as to admit 
boats of 400 or 500 tons ? In that case, I think, the future of the district would be very satisfactory.
603. There would be a large access of population ? There should be, undoubtedly. The larger areas are 
sure to be subdivided. A man with a family ought to live, as regards a great portion of the country, 
upon 40 acres.
604. You think that a man with 40 acres, combining agriculture with dairying pursuits, could do well ? 
He could make a comfortable income and raise a family. Of course, there are some poor portions of land 
in the district, but the major portion of it is good.
605. The country is not altogether suitable for maize-culture? It is not so suitable as are some other 
places.
606. Is not the maize often weevily in the field before the cobs are pulled ? I have heard that, but I do 
not think it often occurs. It occurs in flood-time.
607. I believe that none of the-maize grown in Queensland can be kept for more than two months ? Oh, 
yes ; the maize grown upon the Darling; Downs is all right.
608. As to the method you suggested, of keeping maize in hermetically-sealed tanks, that would be an 
expensive process, beyond the means of the ordinary cultivator? 1 do not think so. They fill the tank, 
put a candle in, and then cover up the tank. The candle burns up all the oxygen, and in the absence of 
oxygen the insect cannot live.
609. You think tho district will excel in dairying and in semi-tropical products? Yes.
610. There is a number of immigrants in the district from other parts of the Colony now ? Yc-s.
611. And 1 suppose that immigration may be expected to largely increase as the river entrance is
improved ? Yes. ”
612. If the river were made navigable, there would be no want of shipowners to send vessels there, you 
think ? I do not think so.
613. Suppose the Queensland Government constructed a line from Southport to the Tweed, what effect 
do you think that would have upon the trade of the district ? That is a hard question to answer. If 
they grew only early fruits for market they would not be wanted in Queensland—they would all come to 
Sydney; but I think it likely that Queensland would take a large quantity of our butter.
614. You think that Queensland would become a competitor with the Sydney market, still further 
enhancing the importance of the district? Yes.

24 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Charles Edward Rennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined :—
C. E. Eenme. 615. Mr. Trickett^ Fou have some information to give the Committee as to the Crown lands available in 

the Tweed district? Yes ; the portion of map I produce, shown within the red band, is approximately the 
21 Mar., 1898. watershed of the Tweed River. "Within that area the land alienated is shown by a blue tint, the Crown 

lands by a brown tint, and the reserves by a green tint. The part immediately adjoining the entrance I 
have shown on the second map, on a large scale. On that map also the different classes of land are shown 
in the way I have just described. Upon the first map the respective areas are as follow :—Alienated 
land, 87,400 acres; reserves, 68,260 acres; Crown lands, 130,290 acres. The total of those figures will 
be the total area of the watershed.
616. Are the reserves in use at the present time ? The two large reserves are forest reserves.

- 617. Is the timber being conserved ? I presume so, that being the object of tho reservation.
618. The land has been pretty fairly selected ? Yes ; the best land appears to have been taken up.
619. Is selection still going on in the district ? Not to any extent.
620. Will you supply us with details of the different classes of land shown upon the smaller plan ? Yes.
[Fide A]vpen<lix7\ ‘
621. Temporary Chairman.'] How is the Crown land held? About 51,400 acres are under occupation
license. The balance is practically untenanted ; there may be annual leases here and there. 622.
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622. Would that indicate that the land is of an inferior character ? The presumption is that it is inferior C. E. Rennie,
for agricultural settlement. ^
623. In what direction does the bulk of that land lie? There is an unbroken stretch of it from the21 1898- 
Queensland Border right dow'n to the Dividing liange, where it forms the southern watershed of the
Tweed.
624. Is your Department dealing wdth any land in that district at the present time ? Not that I know
of. The district surveyor may have something in contemplation ; but there is nothing that we know of at 
the present time. ■
625. Is the land w'hich has been alienated in the vicinity of the river ordinary conditional purchase 
or under special areas ? The presumption is that the bulk of it is ordinary conditional purchase.
626. Have there been any special areas offered in the district ? Yes ; in the parish of Terranora, close to 
the Queensland Border, and near the entrance. The areas range from 100 to 320 acres. There were 
altogether 1,810 acres. The land was not taken up ; it is open now.

. HIKOTES OF EVIDENCE—HARBOrR WORKS AT TWEED EIVER. 25

Henry Spondly, Compiler, Glovernment Statistician’s Office, Chief Secretary’s Department, sworn, and
examined:—

627. Mr. Wriqht.'] What information can you give the Committee as to the population of the Tw-eed 
Hiver district? I should explain that, according to direction, we have divided the Northern Rivers 
districts as tar as possible according to the direction of their trade ; there has been some difficulty in 21 ^ar > 1898- 
getting accurate information as regards two or three of the districts.
628. Would you give us the information yon have as to the Tweed ? The population from the district 
the trade of which actually goes to the Tweed Heads is 1,660.
629. Have you included in that estimate any portion of the Brunswick River? We have gone down to a 
few miles south of Cudgen—say about 10 miles. The district further on would be affected by the railway.
630. You have not included the population who trade with Byron Bay? No.
631. The Committee desire to know the population which would be affected by the improved navigation 
of this river? That would be a different return altogether from that which we were asked to furnish.
The following are the particulars I can give you at present in regard to the Tweed :—The total area 
affected is 185,010 acres, of which 119,979 acres are occupied, consisting of 51,074 acres of Crown land 
and 68,905 acres alienated land, of which 58,347 are freehold and 10,558 are private leasehold. The 
area under various crops, for the year ending 31st March, 1897, is as follows :—Maize, 1,444 acres ; other 
grain crops, 168 acres; lucerne and sown grasses, 30 acres; sorghum, 154 acres ; root crops, 36 acres; 
sugar-cane, 2,311 acres ; vineyard and orchard, 43 acres ; market-gardens, 7 acres ; minor crops, 14 acres, 
total area under crops, 4,207 acres. In the same year there were produced 41,787 bushels of maize, 73 
tons of hay, 83 tons of potatoes, 25,802 tons of sugar-cane, 337,392 lb. of butter. There were also 1,572 
horses, 2,907 dairy cattle, 10,080 head of ordinary cattle, 40 sheep, 1,450 swine. In regard to the Byron 
Bay district, the estimated population at the end of 1897, was 1,980 ; the total area of land affected is 
148,032 acres, of which 95,983 acres are occupied, consisting of 40,859 acres of Crown laud and 55,124 
acres of alienated land, of which 46,678 acres are freehold and 8,446 acres are held under private lease-
hold. For the year ending 31st March, 1897, the area under various crops was as follows :—Maize, 1,145 
acres ; other grain crops, 134 acres ; lucerne and sown grasses, 24 acres : sorghum, 123 acres ; root crops,
29 acres; sugar-cane, 1,849 acres; vineyards and orchards, 34 acres; market-gardens, 6 acres; minor 
crops, 11 acres. Total area under crop, 3,355 acres. For the same year there were produced 33,429 
bushels of maize, 08 tons of hay, 66 tons of potatoes, 20,642 tons of sugar-cane , and 269,914 lb. of 
butter. For the same year there were in the district 1,258 horses, 2,326 head of dairy cattle, 8,064 head 
of ordinary cattle, 32 sheep, and 1,160 swine.
632. Will you prepare for the Committee particulars of the land holding and production for the electoral 
district of The Tweed ? Yes.

H. Spondly.

THURSDAY, 24 MARCH, 1898. 
^rrsrnt:—

The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

HHMPHERY (Vice-Chairman). 
Charles Alered Lee, Esq. 
G-eoege Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Weight, Esq. 
Frank Earnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River.

George Wallace Nicoll, steamship-owner, sworn, and examined:—
C33. Mr. Black.'] You are a shipowner, residing at Sydney, trading with the Tweed and other places on G-. W. Nicoll.
the coast ? Yes ; the Tweed is the only river that I have steamers going to at the present time. But we /—>
trade also to ocean jetties and open roadsteads. . ■ 2^ Mar-> 1898
634. How long have you been engaged in that trade ? Some thirteen years, I think.
635. Have you been trading to the Tweed continuously ? Yes, with some small interruptions resulting
from the loss of ships, or accidents. .
636. Have you had many wrecks at the Tweed Heads ? We have lost two steamers at the entrance, and 
one at Byron Bay a few miles further south.
637. What was the cause of your wrecks at the Tweed ? The first wreck was that of a steel steamer
which was built for that trade. There was a sharp turn in the current at the mouth of the river, and the 
entrance was very narrow. In crossing in the vessel did not answer her helm, as it was necessary she should 
do in the peculiar circumstances. She was driven on to the rocks by the sea getting on her broad-side after 
the helm did not do as much for the ship as it was hoped it would do. She had a tug-boat in front of 
her at the time she was wrecked. ■
638. The narrowness of the entrance had something to do with that wreck also ? Yes ; the entrance was . 
so narrow that it was not possible for the tug-boat to go alongside the steamer as is sometimes done. There 
had to be a towline in front, and the tug-boat would turn independently of the steamer following.

30—D 639.
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G. W.^Nicoll. 039. What was the width at the entrance at that time ? Probably from 50 to 70 yards. It is difficult to 
/“r"'A'Tooo know the width with a uniform depth of water, but I should think that what might be called the channel 

24 Mar., . woui,j be from 50 to 70 yards at that time.
640. What width should there be consistent with navigable safety? I think 100 yards would be the 
maximum width to give safe navigable conditions to vessels of the character which might reasonably be 
expected to go there. Large steamers would need more, but they would not be expected to trade at such a 
small harbour.
641. You think 70 yards would be the minimum? Yes; I think that vessels would need that. The 
range of the conditions and the sea-way with which the captains have to cope would necessitate there being 
room to spare.
642. Then, if it were proposed to maintain an entrance with a width of 500 feet would you think that 
satisfactory ? If there were a definite channel which might be hoped to continue in one position, and if 
the uncertainty as regards the depth of water were minimised,’I should say that it would be enough.
643. I infer from your remarks that one of the dangers of navigation there is the lack of knowledge and want
of confidence upon the part of captains as to what are the conditions out of sight;—there is a shifting bar ? 
Yes ; and you are exposed to the sea-way. The captain requires that the water should be reasonably 
smooth, at all events, and he must know from the pilot that there are 8 or 9 feet of water before he can 
determine that it is wise for him to navigate the bar. .
644. How many vessels have you trading to the Tweed River ? One now. But when the district had 
more business, I had three coasting steamers trading there at the same time.
645. What would be the draught of your steamers? Prom 7 ft. 6 in. to 8 feet. I am referring now to the 
“Wollumbin.” She is equal to 220 or 230 tons, if the bar be favourable.
646. How long have you been running only one vessel to the Tweed? For about a year and six months. 
The business has become so small that one vessel is more than enough to do my Tweed River business.
647. Is the declension in the inward or outward traffic ? Principally inward. The decline is greater in 
the inward traffic, but there is a considerable decline in the outward traffic also.
648. How do you account for it? There are many reasons. One is, that the timber industry has been 
considerably destroyed by the present tariff. Another is that there has been a temporary population. There 
was a large population there who have now left. Persons were employed there during the construction of the 
railway, and others were employed upon Government works which are not now there. It was a temporary 
population.
649. While the population was there, there was a large consumption of goods which were principally 
supplied from Sydney ? Yes. I think some families have also left the district, but I think that would be 
made up by persons since securing dairy farms there. They are reducing the growth of sugar-cane there now.
650. What do you carry principally to Sydney ? Pine and cedar logs. .
651-2. Can you give the Committee any idea as to what is the traffic per annum both ways ? Yes.
653. What is your principal port in the river? We only anchor inside the river. It is not navigable for 
my steamers. I have steam droghers and punts with which I deliver the cargo from Sydney up the 
river and the creeks.
654. How many tons per annum are there inwards from Sydney ? I am in the habit of taking away 
about 30 tons per trip, and we do not average more than two and a half trips per month. That is to say, 
if I had 50 tons at one time I should not have more than 20 the next. The trips are erratic, from a 
variety of conditions. In February last I made one trip and a portion of a trip only. At another time I 
might make three trips a month, according as favourable conditions at the bar give despatch.
655. But you average about thirty trips per annum ? Yes.
656. Therefore, there are about 900 tons per annum inwards ? Yes.
657. How many tons would there be outwards ? The cargo outwards is heavier. It is more valuable— 
that is to say, the freight earned coming from the river is greater than going to it. I think 100 tons 
would be quite equal to the freight which my one steamer at present carries.
658. About 3,000 tons per annum ? That would be quite as much as I can feel sure of tho steamer 
averaging in her thirty trips.
659. If there were an improved entrance, if there wore a scouring of the river and a deepening of the 
channel, enabling your steamer to go further up, do you think there would be any increase in the annual 
tonnage cai'ried ? Yes, for this reason—that I create my freight. It is my own timber.. I go into the 
forest, pay a license, and have the timber hewn and drawn by teams. I should increase that timber 
business in proportion to .the increased number of trips made.
660. It would be a great saving to you if you could at once put the timber on to the vessels without 
having to tranship it from the droghers ? Yes, for this reason; it has become a question as to whether I should 
continue the trade at all. It is at present comparatively unprofitable. We make long trips, and the timber has 
a miserable market, because the imported timber has taken its place since the duty of Is. a 100 feet super, 
came off. Genei'ally speaking, the trade appears to be becoming more and more unprofitable. If I had a 
certainty that I could get in and out, as in the case of the Clarence, I could make a greater number of 
trips, and I could work the vessel at the same yearly expenditure, and she would earn a great deal more money.
661. You think that the extra cost of handling is a considerable item ? Yes; but that is a small item
compared with the greater cargoes and the greater number of trips in the course of a year. I could cross 
the bar with half as much again as we now do, because we are never full, and I should make a greater 
number of trips. The gross earnings would be greater, whereas the cost would not be materially greater. 
There might be a little more coal used, but that would be all. I may mention that there is a difficulty at 
this particular entrance with which we have not to contend at the other bar harbours on the coast. The 
Tweed is the furthest north of our bar harbours, and during the season of the year from December, until 
April or until the equinox of the sun, there is a consider-able difficulty in navigation, not so much on 
account of the gales of wind as on account of the heavy roll from the south-east, which obtains about Cape 
Moreton and further north. The Tweed River is far enough north to cut into the southern limit of this 
very heavy roll, and if we are to have any training-wall, dyke, or mole to shelter the place, it should 
be on the south side, and at such an angle that the south-east roll will come up at right angles to it and 
be checked by it. I saw the proposed breakwater for the Manning River pointing in a south-easterly 
direction. Such a work would not help us at the Tweed at all, because it would be directly on to the 
swell. The dyke, or mole, should point to the north-east. 662.
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662. You think that the proposed entrance is too open to the south? Yes ; all my captains are anxious on Nicoll.
this point. They all say that if the time should ever come when protection is afforded to the Tweed Harbour '
the mistake should not be made which has been made in connection with other rivers, that is to say, that 24 Mar., 1898.
the angle of the dyke should be of such a nature as to afford protection against the south-east roll, which
the Tweed experiences above all other rivers during the equinoctial season. Whether it is due to the fact .
that the place is near the southern limit of the south-east trade or not we cannot say ; but there is the fact
that we have rain and south-east gales there when it is comparatively fine on the other rivers on the coast
further north. This is very severe to shipowners trading to the place.
663. You think the southern mole instead of being to the south should be turned somewhat to the north ?
I do. It would prevent the south-east roll from breaking into the entrance to the extent it now does.
664. If a channel were made to Murwillumbah, preserving throughout a depth of not less than 7 feet at low 
tide, would you be able to get right up the river ? Yes, readily; in fact, we can get up 6 miles, occasionally, 
since the dyke has been formed. The bar shifts within a radius of possibly half a mile. At times the bar 
is fairly east, at other times it is a little south of east, at other times it is about north north-east, going 
right along the northern rocks. Under some circumstances of the bar my steamers have been able to get 
right up to Cudgen. That is the first wharf higher up than the Heads wharf. We have landed cargo there on 
several occasions, but the bar shifted again soon afterwards, and the channel again became blocked.
665. It ivould be possible to keep open the channel by further improvements, so as to avoid the use of 
droghers at any point ? I consider that if the training-walls were carried out to a reasonable distance 
beyond the present mouth of the river, or sufficiently beyond it to check the south-easterly roll, which is 
the invariable cause of detention, the ebb tide would secure and fceep the channel open in such a way that 
smah steamers or vessels would be able to make regular voyages.
666. If those conditions were preserved, would you be likely to increase the number of your ships ? I should.
66/. Of course you cannot say to what extent'? No. The population is likely to considerably increase in 
time, and that would mean that the general business would be greater and more valuable.
668. Is there any other vessel trading to the river? Yes, there is another steamer besides mine.
669. Who is the owner ? He was an employee of mine'—Captain Tulloeh. He bought a small steamer, 
and has been running in opposition to me for four or five years. He has been running to the river 
continuously.
670. Is it a large steamer? No ; it is smaller than mine.
671. I suppose you have made frequent trips to the Tweed ? Very frequent. I am nearly as much up 
and down as I am in Sydney.
672. What is your opinion of the locality ? I think it is one of the most fertile spots in New South Wales, 
and that it is capable of a great advance in trade and increase in population.
6.73. In what direction do you think the development of the district is likely to extend ? At the present 
time it can only be in the direction of dairy produce and agriculture. The sugar people are likely to 
abandon their industry. When I had three steamers running there two of them were always carrying sugar.
6 / 4. Has the district any peculiar adaptation to dairy pursuits ? It has on its higher lands. The land 
which grows the best sugar lies comparatively low, and gets silted up when the flood comes. It there were 
grass there it would at times be greatly injured, whereas the land is not often injured for the purposes of 
cane-growing. The grass and clover affected by the floods on the flats would take some time to recover them
selves, and it would, therefore, generally be the hilly or back country which would be specially adapted to 
dairying. That is not very extensive. While it is a good dairying district, I would not call it an exten
sive one. It is in my opinion a district which would be best used for mixed products—so much sugar, so 
much mixed agriculture, and so much, dairying.
6/5. We have been told that some of the high ground is superior to the flats in quality ? There is high 
ground superior in this respect—that the frost does not injure cane so much there as on the flats. As 
against that, the land on the hills which grows cane can never be replenished until it has been fertilised, 
whereas there would be no occasion to fertilise the flats.
6/6. Is there any trade to the north from the Tweed ? Yes ; there has been a ketch running to Brisbane 
off and on. She used to get enough to do, and when the railway works ceased and that population went 
elsewhere she was removed. She used to bring down kerosene, sugar, and a few articles which fitted in 
with the Queensland tariff.
6 / /. Is there any considerable traffic by the railway ? Yery little. The railway, I think, is not paying.
A few days ago I ivas a passenger both ways, and there were only five or six people in a train of several 
carriages.
678. There is not much goods traffic ? Not much. The railway carries the sugar-cane for a part of the 
year, and during the other part I am its best customer. I have a big timber business at Byron Bay, and 
the railway brings timber logs from different districts to that point.
679. ̂  Have you ever considered the question of the north coast railway ? I have never given it special 
consideration.
680. Do you think such a line would be likely to be payable ? I cannot see any hope of it.
681. It would not be a cheap line to construct ? No; and it would plunge the country almost into 
insolvency. We could carry produce for about 7s. or 8s. a ton if we had a good harbour, and it is, roughly • 
speaking, 400 miles from the Tweed to Sydney.
682. What are your rates now ? Ten shillings and sixpence and 12s. 6d. for cargoes inwards and 15s. for 
measurement lines. Then, again, the return cargoes average about 10s. The timber trade, as you will 
have gathered from my former remarks, is an erratic trade according to our market here.
683. Mr. Boskins.] You frequently visit the Tweed district ? Yes.
684. Have you seen the works which have been carried out there by the Harbours and Rivers Department ?
Yes; I brought all their appliances away recently. I was walking on the dyke looking at the works a short time ago. ^ » j e,
685. Do you think the wTorks constructed there a short time ago by the Government have greatly improved 
the river and its navigation ? I am perfectly sure of it, because never since have we had such shoal water 
there^ as we formerly had. I have seen the bar with no more than 5 feet at high water. On several 
occasions there have been 5 feet, 5 ft. 3 in., and 5 ft. 6 in. Now, for the last two years, there has been 
nothing less than 7 feet and 7 ft. 6 in.
686. The improvements have, therefore, been a great advantage ? Yes. 687.
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GK W. Nicoll. 687. You were one of the first persons to start steam navigation to the Tweed? Yes ; I went up in 1880. 
isos ^ ^n^erviewe(^ the pilot, and had the river sounded right up to Byangum, in order to give myself a general 

ar'’ ' idea of the prospect of laying on steam communication to the district. '
688. What was the tonnage of the first steam-vessel which started the trade? 150 net, with a carrying 
capacity of 240 tons.
689. What is the carrying capacity of the steamer you are now running ? Some 10 or 15 tons smaller.
690. How do you account for that ? I have had several steamers in the interval. The pioneer steamer 
which went there was wrecked on the North Head. I thought at that time that it would be practicable 
to get a steamer 4 or 5 feet longer. The next steamer I built was about 140 feet in length, but soon after 
she began to trade there she became a total wreck also, so that owing to the obstructing spit, I had to build my 
present trading steamer “ Wollumbin” some t10 feet shorter. Immediately inside the Tweed River entrance 
there is a very wide spit, and there was a channel on each side of it. These channels are very difficult to 
navigate. Before the harbour works were constructed the channel seemed to be spreading itself in such a way 
as to form a miserably-narrow gutter immediately inside the seaway. The spit divided the river into two parts. 
On the northern side there was a Government wharf, and where we moored the ship it became so narrow 
that we could not turn her. We had the greatest possible difficulty in getting the vessel round to come 
out without getting out into the heaving water. We had to even lighter the droghers cawying cargo 
across certain parts in order to get up. There was the greatest difficulty in getting cargo up, but it does 
not now exist.
691. You have only one steamer trading to the Tweed now ? Yes. As I explained, I have had three in 
the interval.
692. Has the population of the Tweed River increased ? I do not think there has been any increase in 
the population for the last twelve months, or more.
693. Do you anticipate that it will increase? It is increasing now—just lately. But we have not had 
the benefit of the trade yet. A lot of the families are just reaching the place. I hear that several are 
taking up the land for dairy farming.
694. Has the quantity of trade to and from the district increased lately ? No ; it has not. I have mani
fests and some figures to prove that.
695. Has not the railway constructed from the Tweed to Byron Bay diverted a lot of trade from the 
Tweed River? It has diverted some. The position of the matter is this—that the people nearest The 
Tweed send their produce there, and the people nearest Byron Bay send their trade to the bay.
696. Seeing that the trade of the place is not increasing, do 3-ou think the Government are justified in 
spending £50,000 or £60,000 upon the improved navigation of the river ? I feel satisfied that if the people 
had a better entrance to the river, they would be better off. I attribute as one reason for the diminution of 
trade the comparative poverty of the people. They have not the spending power they used to have.
697. I suppose that the resources of the district are so great, that if an industrious population were settled 
upon the soil, the trade must inevitably increase ? I believe distinctly that if there were improved con
ditions at the entrance to the Tweed River, there would be more encouragement to people to lay out money 
and make homes for themselves.
698. The Government propose to improve not only the entrance to, but also the navigation of the river ? 
That also is an advantage, but it is not so considerable as is the improvement of the entrance. It would 
always be possible to get droghers and lighters up. There would not be anything like the proportion of 
loss to me that would result from detention at the bar.
699. But if the quantity of water in the river were increased, so that your vessels could take the produce 
higher up, would not that have a tendency to cheapen freight ? It would unquestionably to some extent, 
but not to the extent that the better bar would cheapen it. Since the dredges have been there, it has been 
possible to get ordinary steam lighters up the river, but there was a time when you could not get lighters up.
700. Suppose you could dispense with lighters altogether? It ■would take 10 per cent, off my working 
expenses.
701. You think the Government, in the public interest, therefore are justified in incurring the proposed 
expenditure upon the improvement of the navigation of the river ? I certainly do.
702. Mr. Clarke.] Does the other steamer trading to the river carry as much cargo as you do? I cannot 
say, but mine is the largest steamer.
703. Do you not occasionally fill up at Byron Bay ? Not now. I have steamers going direct to Byron 
Bay. When the bar at the Tweed River will not allow a vessel to draw more than 7 ft. 6 in. or 7 ft. 9 in. 
she fills up at Woolgoolga and at Goff’s Harbour, where I have saw-mills. Suppose for instance a vessel 
going out, owing to the state of the bar, has only 40 or 50 tons, she can arrange to take more in on her 
way to Sydney by calling elsewhere.
704. Does the “Augusta ” take in cargo at Byron Bay ? No ; she does not go anywhere but to the Tweed.
705. Mr. Aee.] You are aware that £30,000 has already been spent upon the works at the Tweed ? Yes ; 
it has been a very satisfactory expenditure.
706. There is something to show for it ? Yes; we used to have trouble with the Terranora waters, but 
they are now regulated by the works at the dyke. They have had a wonderful effect.
707. It is now proposed to expend about £43,000 more, and there is no provision for revenue to recoup the 
Government portion of the interest upon that expenditure ;—are you prepared to show why port dues 
should not be charged, with a view to recoup the Government at least part of the interest on the outlay ? 
I could not honestly say that I am prepared to advance a reason why dues should not be charged. I pay 
dues at Byron Bay, Goff’s Harbour, and Woolgoolga.
708. There is no charge at the Tweed River ? No. I will mention one anomaly to you. If you go to the 
Government wharf on the Richmond River—the wharf built at the expense of the Government—you 
receive cargo free of any expense. If your steamer goes afterwards to Byron Bay, a few miles away, it has 
to pay dues, and the residents all round have to pay ■wharfage on every package to and from the district. 
That is an anomaly in the arrangements of the Government.
709. If the entrance to these rivers were to be improved, the vessels would be able to carry more freight? Yes.
I do not think that any shipowners would object to pay reasonable dues at any of the improved ports.
710. If the settlers in the localities are to derive benefit from the improved entrances, in the shape of
reduced freight, do you think it would be too much to ask them to return a portion of the interest on the 
outlay in the shape of dues ? I do not. ' 7H.
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711. Do you think it would be in the public interest to make a charge ? I do, undoubtedly; if it should be G-.W.Nicoll.
a very reasonable charge. %
712. Upon the main question of ports versus railways, you know the northern coast better than do most Mar., 1898. 
people;—do you think it possible, under any conditions whatever, that a railway would be ever able to
compete with water-carriage ? There is no possibility of it if the line is worked upon commercial lines.
713. If you admit that to be a commercial impossibility, do you think the ports on the north coast should be 
kept open for the purposes of trade i I consider that the ports on the north coast at such a distance from 
Sydney should be kept open as much as possible for navigation.
714. Would the freight be sufficient to warrant the Government in keeping open the ports? Yes ; there 
has been a fair trade up to the present time, and, in my humble opinion, there is no spot in New South 
Wales which has such good prospects from the fertility of its soil and from its rainfal ae Tweed and Byron 
Bay districts.
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FRIDAY, 25 MARCH, 1898.

fltestnt:—
The Hon. PEEDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (Yice-Chatrman).

The Hon. .Tames Hoskins.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
CrEORQE Bl.ACK, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Wright, 
Prank Parnell, Esq.

Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River.

Henry Spondly, Compiler, Government Statistician’s Office, Chief Secretary’s Department, sworn, and
further examined :—

715. Chairman.~\ You have prepared for the Committee some statistics relating to 
Yes ; they are as follows :—

Tweed Electorate.

the Tweed Biver P H. Spondly. 

25 Mar , 1898.

Estimated population on 31st December, 1897 ... ... ... ... 5,50.)
acres.

Total area of district ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 45u,00Q
Occupied area—

Crown lands...
Alienated lands— 

Freehold 
Private leasehold

Area under crop—
Wheat
Maize...
Other grain crops 
Lucerne and sown grasses 
Sorghum 
Root crops ...
Tobacco 
Sugar-cane ...
Vineyards and orchards 
Market gardens 
Minor crops ...

acres.
............... 115,000

acres.
... 131.000 
... 24,000

------— 155,000 .
-------- 270.000

3,240
380

70
350

80

5,200
100

20
30

------  9.470

Under permanent artificially-sown grasses
Production—

Wheat
Maize...
Hay...................................................
Potatoes 
Sugar-cane ...

Live stock—
Horses 
Cattle—

Dairy
Ordinary

Sheep...
Swine

Production of butter

27,000

94.020 bushels. 
165 tons. 
185 tons. 

58,060 tons.

3,540

6,5401 29 220
22,680 j

90
3,260

... 760,0001b.

FRIDAY,



764

FRIDAY, 1 APRIL, 1898. 
fUreaeni:—

The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HHMPHERY (Vice-Chairman).
The Hon. James Hoskins. I John Lionel Eegan, Esq.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. I Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

. Robert Craig, Tweed River Creamery and Butter Company, sworn, and examined :—
716. Mr. Hoskins,~\ Do you live in Sydney ? Yes.

1 April 1898 ^ou occasi°naHy visit the Tweed ? Yes; in connection with the factory there in which I am 
F ’ 'interested.

718. Where is your factory situated ? A little above Murwillumbah.
719. How long have you known the Tweed River district ? Only since we started the factor} there.
720. Are there many new settlers coming to the Tweed ? We know from the reports of our manager 
there that new families are coming into the district.
721. Are there many people engaged in butter-making there? Our factory is situated upon the north
side of the river, and is the only factory on that side. We make about 100 boxes of butter, or about 21- 
tons, per week. '
722. Is your business increasing ? Gradually. When we started we made about fifty boxes a week.
723. The settlers upon the Tweed are mainly engaged in growing sugar, in dairying, and in timber getting ? 
Yes, those are the principal industries.
/24. How did you go to the Tweed—by steamer from Sydney? Ho; I went to the Clarence, and from 
there by coach to Woodburn, on the Eichmond. From Woodburn I went to Lismore, and from Lismore 
I took the train to Murwillumbah.
725. Have you been up and down the Tweed River ? I went down the river about half way to the mouth, 
in order to gain a little knowledge of the country; but I do not come here because of my knowledge of 
the district. I simply appear before you to report the interests of the farmers there, and the interests of 
the factories.
726. The interests of the district ? Yes.
726|-. Is your factory near the river? Yes. There is a tramway about 200 feet long, leading from the 
factory to the river bank.
727. How do you send your butter to Sydney? We have an arrangement with the captain of the s.s. 
“ Augusta.” The steamer cannot get up the river, although she can cross the bar, and we pack our butter 
into an insulated room upon a launch which takes it from the wharf at the end of the tramway to the 
steamer. The butter is then transferred to the steamer, and removed into a similar chamber on board the 
steamer. Both in the launch and upon the steamer there is an apartment above where the butter is packed 
which is filled with ice.. Last Saturday we put about 100 boxes of butter on board the steamer; but the 
vessel is still lying within the bar, so that when the butter comes down here it will only be second-class 
butter, and. we shall only be able to pay the farmers for it as such.
/28. Why is the steamer still lying within the bar? Because she cannot get out.
729.. Is there not enough water on the bar? I think so, and I know that if there were any possibility of 
getting out, the captain is not the man to hang back; but I think it is the heavy sea outside that is 
detaining the vessel.
.730. Will not the vessel always be liable to a detention from that cause? I have never been down to the 
Heads, so that I cannot speak exactly as to the conditions prevailing there; but I think the state of the 
bar and the heavy sea outside prevent the vessel from moving.
731. You send all the butter produced at your factory by steamer to Sydney ? Yes.
732. Is there not a steamer called the “ Wollumbin ” trading to the river? Yes.
733.. Does she take butter from your factory ? JSlo ; she does not take any butter from the Tweed, unless 
she is running in place of the “ Excelsior,” which trades to Byron Bay. The butter made on the south 
side of the river is shipped at Byron Bay.
/34. Then you do not make all the butter that is made on the river ? Ho. From the Tweed down half
way to Lismore most of the butter is sent to Byron Bay; but it is too expensive to send it to the railway 
from the northern side of the river. “
735. On the northern side of the river how far are you from the terminus of the railway ? The people 
on the northern side of the river are from \ mile to 10 miles from the railway.
736. Can the butter be taken over the railway without being damaged by the heat ? Ho. We should 
have used the railway if wTe could have done so ; but the weather is too hot.
737. Is there not a large butter factory at Byron Bay ? Yes.
/38. Larger than your factory at the Tweed ? Much larger. When it started it was about the same 
size as our factory; but they are now making five times as much butter as we are making.
739. Their business is increasing ? Yes. I daresay that if it were impossible for tho steamer to come 
to the Tweed we should have to punt our butter across the river and put it into the railway train, so that 
it could be taken.down to Byron Bay ; but in the summer it would be like oil before it got to its destina 
tion. IFe make ice at our factory to enable the butter to be kept cool when it is on the steamer.
740. The improvement of the navigation of the Tweed River would materially benefit the industry in 
which you. are interested ? Yery much. It wrould be of great service to us if the steamer could make a 
regular trip once a w'eek. When there are westerly winds blowing, and little or no sea, she can make a 
weekly trip.
741. How long has your factory been at work ? We started work in Hovember last; but this has been 
such an unusual season, easterly winds having been so prevalent, that upon only twro occasions have we 
been able to get our butter into Sydney fresh, because the steamer has been detained so frequently. 
Sometimes it. has been as long as ten days before we could get our butter to Sydney.
742. Taking into consideration all the difficulties with which you have to contend, do you or do you not
propose to extend your factory if the trade increases ? We are prepared to extend our business, and we 
have sent up a very large separator to deal with the milk supplied by people living within 4 or 5 miles of 
the factory. ‘ 743.
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743. Despite all these delays, I suppose you can dispose of all the butter you make ? Tes ; we have no R. Craig,
trouble in doing so, but we get from Id. to 2d. a lb. less than we should get if it were not for these delays, /——n 
and, of course, we have to pay the farmers less. . 1 April, 1898.
744. Do you think that the dairying industry will develop in the Tweed District ? I am sure of it, from
what I have heard by mixing with the people there. I was there for some weeks while the factory was being 
completed, and I met a great many of the people there. They wanted us to help them in getting more 
cattle, and they are all determined to go on with the dairying. '
745. Have those people come from Illawarra or from Victoria? A good many of them have come from the 
Illawarra district. Many of them were previously engaged in the sugar industry, and half of them have 
still an interest in sugar. Part of their land is under cane ; but they are trying, as the duty is taken off 
sugar, to go in for something else, and each year they are putting more of their land under grass.
746. The G-overnment have already spent a great deal of money in improving the navigation of the Tweed, 
and it is our duty to ascertain whether there is a reasonable prospect of the district becoming still more 
productive and better settled ? I might mention to you that the manager of our factory came from 
Victoria, tvhere he had been connected with similar factories. We sent him up north, and told him to 
spy out a good situation for the factory. He went to the Clarence and then on to the Richmond and to 
the Tweed, and, after looking at the country, and being shown all over the district, he came to the 
conclusion that the Tweed was the best place in which to establish a factory. When he came back, wo

v asked him if he was prepared to take an interest in the venture, and he said, “Certainly,” because ho 
thought that there w:as every prospect of the place succeeding'. It is a district -where there is grass all 
the year round, and the people only want a little more money in order to be able to buy more cattle.
He told us, “ I have been all over Australia ; but I never saw a better dairying district than that between 
the Richmond and the Tweed.” '
747. Always provided that you can get over the climatic difficulties in summer? There is such a splendid •
rainfall there that they have natural feed nearly all through the season. They have only to make provision
for feeding their animals for a month or two. ’
748. You think that the district will progress, and that its resources will be still further developed? I 
am.sure of it. One or two of the people who have come down here have come to us to see if we could 
assist them in securing more cattle, and I never heard any of them raise any objection to the district. ■ 
Every one of those I happened to meet in the district said that it was the best district they knew of in 
New South Wales.
749. Do you know if the upper part of the river has been settled.? The people live back on the various 
arms. The scrub there is something enormous. I would not take a hand in clearing it upon any 
account; it is such a difficult job. The trees are so interlaced with creepers as to make a very dense 
forest; but everyone is satisfied that nowhere, could we get better soil. The soil there is much better 
than that in the southern districts.
750. The Illawarra farmers know how to deal with the scrub ? Tes.
751. Mr. IPeffan.] You think that dairying will pay very well in this district? Tes. We should be able 
to get good prices for our butter if we could get it down regularly once a week. We can make as good 
and almost better butter than they can make down south.
752. You believe that if tho proposed works are carried out it will give you an opportunity to get
butter down regularly ? Tes. The prevalence of easterly winds of late has given the sea no chance to .
go down, so that upon the average the steamer has not made one-half the number of voyages she would 
would have made if the wind had been northerly or westerly, or even southerly. Whenever the wind is 
east or south-east the sea gets up. ‘ ,
753. Will the improvements which are contemplated enable the steamer to come up the river ? I do not 
know.
754. At any rate, these improvements will assist the dairying industry ? Tes, because they will enable the 
steamer to go backwards and forwards more regularly. At the present time very often goods, going from 
Sydney, instead of taking two days to reach their destination, sometimes take a week. A little while ago 
the steamer was three or four days outside the bar, and then had to go on to Moreton Bay.
755. That takes away the profits of the trade ? Tes, and deteriorates whatever is being sent. •
756. Have you been to the district very often ? . No; only twice.
757. How far have you gone up the river ? I have only been down the river. I think the river could 
be very much improved. I know that when I was in the China trade deep-sea vessels could not get up 
what is called the Erancis Channel near Brisbane; but they have now cut a straight channel, and the
largest vessels can get up there. .
758. Do you get a better price for your butter on the Tweed than you get in Sydney ? No ; we charge 
the same price for it there as we charge here. We have Victorian butter-makers on the Tweed, and 
people who have examined our butter say that it is equal to any Victorian butter.
759. But not equal to any New South Wales butter ? The people of New South Wales have a good deal 
to learn, so far as butter-makina: is concerned.
760. Do you mean to say that the Victorian butter is superior to the New South Wales butter ? That is 
my experience, extending over a good many years.
761. Then your butter is superior to the New South Wales butter, including the “Rosebud” butter?
No ; the “Rosebud ” butter, the Berry butter, and some of the other butters are better than ours.
762. Some of the New South Wales butters are better than the Victorian butters? Tes; but 50 per 
cent, of our butter-makers have not taken the interest in their work which they should take, though the 
quality of the butter made in the Colony is improving. What they require here are refrigerators. It is 
of no use to try to make butter in New South Wales without having refrigerators to keep the butter 
products cool.
763. Do you think that in the near future New South Wales butter will hold a good position in the 
markets of the world ? I am sure of it. I have been connected with the trade for fifteen years.
764. What area is under dairying in the Tweed? I could not tell you. We are getting cream from
places 8 miles down the river, and perhaps further away. It is brought up by the launch from as far •
down as Terranora. . ’ "
765. How many butter factories are there there ? We have the only factory upon the north side of the
river. On the south side, at Byron Bay, there is a large factory. They make sometimes as much as 600 
boxes a week there. 766.
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R. Craig. 766. Are any of those who are supplying you with cream turning their holdings from sugar-cane to 
!■——\ dairying ? Yery few of them have given up cane-growing entirely. The land has heen so long under cane 

1 April, 1898. wjp take some time to change it all, and some of the people are under contract with the Sugar
Company to grow cane. . .
767. And I suppose some of them are still holding out for cane? Yes; but they are all going m 
gradually for dairying.
768. Desolation has not vet overcome the district? No. If I were a young man, and wanted to go
farming, that is where I should go. _ . i j o -tr •
769. Even with the threat respecting the removal of the sugar duties hanging over your head . xes ; m 
my opinion there is no better soil in any part of the world than that between the Eichmond and the Tweed.
770. There is a great depth of soil there? Yes. In some of the railway cuttings you can see 12 and
14 feet of pure chocolate soil. t
771. Mr. Wright.'] You know nothing about the entrance to the river ? No. .
772. You say that you have had a vessel bar-bound there for a week ? Yes, since last Saturday. The
“ Wollumbin ” went up there yesterday from Sydney, but she cannot get in. She is lying at anchor 
in the bay. . .
773. But we are told that there are 10 feet of water upon the bar ? Yes ; but a breakwater is required 
to prevent the sea from breaking there. The mouth of the river is about due east. If the southern 
breakwater were extended, it would give tho steamers a better chance of getting into the river.
774. But it is not proposed to carry out the breakwaters at all, so that even if this scheme were carried
out there would still be a break ? "l think that if the southern wall were continued, as proposed, vessels 
would be able to enter the river without being interfered with much by the weather. ( ^
775. Do you think it likely that the sugar industry will ultimately die out on the Tweed? The farmers
there say that there is a living in it now ; but that if there is any further reduction they must go in for 
dairying. _ .
776. The Sugar Company has announced that, as the duty is taken off, their prices will go down .
Well, the farmers have told me that if there were a further reduction they would have to drop cane
growing, and go in for dairying altogether. . .
777. Suppose they go in for dairying instead of sugar-growing, how much freight will they produce .
It is almost impossible to say, because it is such a large district. _ .
778. Will they be able to do more than to half fill a steamer every week ? I think so. Three acres is 
generally spoken of as being the area required to feed a cowr ; but there 1 acre is sufficient.
779. Even if your output of butter were increased fifty fold it would not require many steamers to carry
it away ? Well, the Byron Bay factory, which was about the same size as ours when it started, now turns 
out as many as 700 and 800 boxes of butter a week. Then, too, as population increases, there is a larger 
demand for goods. .
780. But if the district becomes solely a dairying district, not many steamers will be required to carry
the, butter? Well, there is fair employment for two steamers now', and as the district develops more 
will be required. .
781. Are not these steamers required to carry the sugar and tho maize that is grown ? They grow maize
very well there in the early part of the season. _
78'i. But it is not a good district for maize ? The maize grows fast enough ; but you have to dispose of
it quickly, because the weevil is so bad there. _ (
783. Do you think that the importance of the district, and its possible development, justifies the Govern
ment in spending more in improving the river? That is my opinion ; it docs. If any one asked me my 
advice as to where to take up laud for farming, I should say, “ Go to the IVeed.” (
784. Mr. Fcgan.] You say that it will pay the Government well to carry out these improvements ? I 
did not say that it would pay the Government well.
785. Is there much Crown land in the district ? I think there is a very large area of Cro wn land there yet. 
7S6. If the river is improved, and producers are given better means of communication with the metropolis, 
land there will sell at higher prices ? Yes.
787. In that way it will pay the Government to make these improvements ? Yes.
788. But if a railway were "made you would have to pay the Government directly for the cost of the work
in the shape of railway rates ? Yes. _ .
789. Mr. O’Connor.] How far are you from tho railway ? I should say about f mile. When the bridge 
is made our factory will be about 1,000 yards above it, and we shall have good access to the line. At the 
present time to get to the river vou have to go up a very high incline—an incline almost as steep as 
William-street—and then descend on the other side into the punt. All these charges increase the cost of
the butter. . .
790. Mr. Fegan.] You will not use the railway in preference to the river? No. Water carriage is always
cheaper than land carriage. .
791. Is it not strange for you to ask for these improvements to the river when you have a railway only 
J mile away, and when you do not intend to recoup the Government for the expenditure ? Well, the 
climate is a very hot one, and produce of a perishable nature does not carry well on the railway there. 
Besides the railway only takes it to Lismore, where you have to put it upon the steamer again.
792. You think it better to send the butter direct from the Tweed, so as to avoid second handling ? Yes. 
There is no other way of getting it out of the district.
793. If the greater part of the land there has been alienated, the Government has very little chance of 
getting much return for this expenditure? I do not know that all the land has been alienated. The 
land there upon the tops of the hills is as good as the flats. It is all volcanic soil.
794. Mr. O Connor.] Although the land has been alienated, may there not be evidence forthcoming to show 
that for want of facilities for getting to market it has not been put to its proper use ? That may be so. At 
the present time the people are only working in a small way because they have not these facilities. There 
are about twenty people who find it too far to send to the factory on the southern side of the river, and 
who therefore send to us.
795. Your acquaintance with the district is due to your commercial interests there ? Yes. I have been
driven round it by personal friends. _
796. In your opinion it is absolutely necessary for the success not only of your industry but of other 
industries that these improvements should be made, so that the people may be able to use the land which

they
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P1fc;hase<i fr°m Crown ? Yes. I do not want the Government to spend more money than 
less trouWe bU ^ d b<3 made to imProve the riTer> 80 thai vessels m^y get in and out with

S' w haVS tbe nn?ge of the vessels going to the river ? About 140 tons.
798. How tar up the river do they go ? Not very far
sno HZ ^ -S in® riVer nav%ab11f f mouth ? Murwillumbah is more than 20 miles from the heads

"f ]gabIb f0r Coasting vessels ? Tbe steamers could come up to Murwillumbah thinlT howeve^tbaf bvTrly °PP^!te tbe Sll?ar Company’s works, about 3 or 4 milef further down. I 
there’ tv ’ * by expenditure ot a little money a channel 100 or 200 feet wide could be cut
cm a ThVS W°uld enable tbe steamers to come right up to Murwillumbah.
mnehlftHe*6 e*peDS® ,would The expense would be very little. Schooners drawing as
SIW hTf Ah ? the 0rdmary .tr,admg steamers come to within G miles of Murwillumbah.
A?Ae nretntat?rneeSeCametVg * t0-tlle t0Wn it- WOuld Save you the eMenses of transhipment ? Yes. 
At the present time everything gomg into or coming out of the river has to be first put upon the lighters

K * Ch“",il W6re .be Coedonl Flf, this h.S’g

Sr ISi ST^SSiS.^ r"'e' ' 1 ^ ‘‘l“t «••*»* •* * “>'• I» !*«.

but onSt]3eeirft8h^W.fdtTin ti0til Bid®S 0f it?u Te.s- Do'vn .O'™.!. Cudgeu the country is a little flat;
Dm on the iert bank of the river, gomg up, there is beautiful land,
805. is there anything you would like to add to your evidence? No. I am very glad to have had an 
tb?t0 e2Tress my opirno!1s ln regard to the requirements of the district. I do not want to urge 
the expenditure of more money than is required to improve the navigation of the river so that vessels
Ae pTople^Tthis tnd if Sr‘bt0Und‘ ^ b? a 816:11 advantage> both to the people on’the river and to

th d’ “ tbe steamer could make a regular weekly trip
A:e/? aWar,e tbat 7 Was urSed « a reason for constructing the railway from 

Lismore to the Tweed that the producers of the Tweed would send their produce by rail to Byron Bay
so Si do no"? know wh J 67 ? 1 ^ not 1.nterfted m *he T'veed before that railway was constructed; 
so tnat 1 do not know what reasons were urged m favour of its construction.
relief+^e+h°U j 0pml°1p *hat the railway does not give relief to the producers of the Tweed ? It eives 
ereo f producers bvmS fc°m about 10 miles south of the Tweed on to Lismore. A great deal of the
ftf.c Tit latbl°eS *•? the Byron Bay factory c°mes from the direction of Alstonville S
QUO -t!0!68 thye railway f?7e any of the settlers on the Tweed ? I do not think so.
809. It has absolutely failed to serve the Tweed Biver settlers ? It is not of much use to them To go
from Se to Ban^Xv bv cda ^ Btfme; y0U .take the steamer to BaPma. aud then go
irom there to Bangalow by cdach, and on from Bangalow by train. The Byron Bay factory gets most of
8iocXmt?J1;L s‘s‘ b?r?.?‘‘1!r. “"d ?jrm t‘«« »>»»SilT
810 Is most of the settlement of the district close to the navigable part of the river? Yes A great
Sc™!Ybrclb;,o2?g“l, bj *he 1“”cL ^ ii“ ^»«»»>"*«. Ptr„*p

819 rl0 +pe Steai?er! tak? any Passengers to the Tweed ? Very few. The “ Excelsior ” takes most 
1 . Do the residents take the train to Lismore, or do they come direct by steamer P The “ Excelsior ” 

is supposed to leave Byron Bay every Saturday night, and wait for the train from Murwillumbah
Sed v . J °f h! P!0plA USe the tram’ °r d° most; of them use the direct steamer? The railway is 
81? But T ^n’r fXte-D + Avgr t1" many.Pe°Ple travel between Lismore and the intermediate stations.1
814. But I am referring to the Tweed Biver people. Do they use the railway much, either to travel on it

on S'come.Tm™8'’ Pr0d°"’? “ " n0t ”"d m“1 ^them for ‘h<i “'“8» »f i b«t

wSfir,rL“more iyr“1 op iinet to ‘ie Twecd b? •te“? au 
t. rST,rg„‘®Crriihe 'r’™el " °0t °f ”y imp0r“‘”Ce ? 11 “ P”»8»

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HARBOUR WORKS AT TWEED RIVER.
33
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Harbour Works at Tweed River.

APPENDIX.

16,545
16,550
2,896
8,821

Reserve
1

16,549
16,554
16,548
16,553
26.248
26.249

1,221

16,547
16,552

1.217
1.218
1,222

256
25,810

638
14,631

819
822
823
841

2,377
1,134a

26,245
1,233
1,213
1,229

Islands

A.
[To Evidence ofO. E. Bennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands.']

Reserves—Tweed River 'Entrance. __ ____ _

Purpose, &c.

From sale ...)
,, lease ... / 
,, sale ......
a >> .......
)> >» ......
>> }} ......
>i J5 ••• L
,, lease ... j 
,, sale ...\
,, lease .. j 

„ sale ...\ 
Annual lease j 
From sale .......

From sale ...\ 
,, lease ...J 
,, sale ......
>» 5> ......
>J 91 .......... ..

” ”,, lease ... j 

,, sale ......

From sale .......
J) JI .............
5? >5 ......
>> »> ......
> 3 3 3 ..••••

3* 33 ......
if 33 ......
3 3 3 3 ......
3 3 3 3 ......
33 33 .....i

(17) .................

Quarry ......................................
Pilot station ..............................
Reclamation ..................... ••
Island (under General Notice) 
Water reserve ..........................
Lighthouse and quarry, Fingal Point . 

Quarry ..................................................

Public recreation............
Temporary common........
Quarry ............................
Wharf...............................
Water reserve ................
Recreation......... ..............
Chindera, forest reserve .
Public purposes ............
Temporary common........
Camping...........................
Crossing place ................

Access.............................
Access to tidal waters .

Access ...........................
For special lease .........
Camping........................
Water reserve ............
Under-General Notice-

Date. Portion.

29 Oct., 1892
8 Jan., 1887 

13 Mar., 1889 
17 April, 1862 
24 Dec., 1861
29 Oct., 1892 

29 ,, 1892

31 July, 1897
15 Sept., 1884 
15 „ 1884
29 Oct., 1892

1884 
1884 
1884 
1872 
1897 
1880 
1891 
1882 
1882 
1882 
1882 
1886 
1884 
1897 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1862

15 Sept., 
15 „
15 ,,
30 April, 
17 Mar.,
19 July,
31 Oct., 
27 Feb.,
20 Mar., 
20 „
24 July,
25 Sept.,
26 May, 
31 July,
27 Oct., 
15 Sept., 
15 ,,
17 April,

}~

36

132

Village, Cooloon...
3 3 3 3

Parish, Terranora

Parish, Cudgen

Village, Chindera

Parish, Terranora

Acres.
12

34
20

180

85

32

26
40

175
20

7
10
55
50

30
310
40

31
12
75
76 
70 
14 
11
4
9

240

Total..
1,610



PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

8E€ TIONAL COMMITTEE.

HARBOUR WORKS AT TWEED RIVER.

REPORT.

The Sectional Committee appointed on Tuesday, 22nd March, 1898, to inspect _ and 
take evidence with reference to the proposed Harbour Works at the Tweed Hiver, 
left Sydney hy the 6T5 p.m. train on Friday, 25th March, and arrived at the Tweed 
Heads on Monday, 28th March, at 4-30 p.m. .

The Committee were met on arrival at the Tweed Heads by Mr. T. W. Keele, 
the District Engineer, and the plans of the proposed works were carefully examined 
and compared with the locus in quo. Next morning the completed works were 
carefully inspected from Flagstaff Hill, also the quarry whence the large boulders 
for the breakwaters will he procured. The stone appeared to he very suitable, ihe 
examination of witnesses commenced at the School of Arts at 11 a.m. on the same
day’ The Committee left Tweed Heads at 7 a.m. on 30th March, hy steam ferry, 
examining en route the training-walls and also the sand-patches which require 
dredging. They arrived at Murwillumbah at 11 a.m., and, on that and the following 
day, examined a number of witnesses.

The following witnesses were examined at Tweed HeadsMr. T. W. Keele, 
District Engineer; Mr. C. D. Whitty, Sub-Collector of Customs and Stock Inspector; 
Mr. T. H. aSmith, pilot; Messrs. N. I. Ivory and J. Kirkwood, master mariners;
Mr F J Davey,Presidentof Tweed Heads Progress Association; Mr. W. H. Wilson,
storekeeper; and Mr. W. M. Charles, farmer. At Murwillumhah the following 
witnesses were examinedMr. W. K. Isaacs, landowner; Mr. R. Dowling manager 
of the Colonial Sugar Refining Company’s mill at Condong; Mr. G. Pettigrew, 
cane-grower; Mr. W. Wardrop, storekeeper; Mr. E. H. Johnstone, licensed surveyor; 
Mr. I Mcllrath, managing director of the Tweed River Creamery Butter Company; 
Mr J. E. Burke, butcher; Mr. W. J. Collier, sugar-mill owner; Mr. R. P Charles, 
storekeeper; Mr. P. McMahon, cane-grower; Mr. G. Dmsey, farmer; and Mr. I. 
W. Keele, District Engineer. _

The Committee sought for evidence, in the first place, as to the entire scheme, 
and the testimony seemed to prove conclusively that the training-walls already con
structed, and the dredging so far carried out, had effected a great improvement in 
the depth of water both in the river and on the bar at the entrance. The scientific 
and local witnesses expressed a strong opinion that the completion of the scheme, 
and the dredging of the sand-patches near Murwillumhah, would make the river 
navigable up to that town hy such vessels as will probably trade to the Tweed River, 
and would also render the entrance negotiable m almost any weather. Evidence 
was also sought as to the capabilities of the soil, and the relative merits of the sugar 
and dairying industries. The witnesses seemed to agree that sugar-growing had 
hitherto heen the staple industry of the district, and that a much smaller acreage 
under cane is sufficient to maintain a family than hy dairying; hut the short time 
which the latter industry has existed prevented the Committee from making an 
absolutely reliable comparison of the two occupations. The fact, however, remains

*30 ('«)—A .
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2

that sugar-growing has undoubtedly built up the present position of the Tweed, and 
the prevailing opinion is that its extinction, however caused, would, until other 
industries are substituted, prejudicially affect the district.

The Committee could not fail to be impressed by the great fertility of this 
part of the Colony, aided as it is hy a liberal rainfall. They were, however, unable 
to obtain statements and statistics so exact as to aid them in forming a definite 
opinion as to the future development of the district; but in general terms the 
witnesses expressed their belief in its future advancement.

Recognising that the improvements already carried out at very great expense 
have been highly successful, and would in time he destroyed and useless unless 
completed, the Committee recommend that the works as proposed he carried out.

From the evidence obtained, the Committee are of opinion that the imposition 
of a charge, in the form of a tonnage rate or port dues, to cover the interest upon the 
outlay would not he objected to by the residents. In view of the great benefits, 
including the saving of time and a lowering of freight that a safe entrance and 
deepened, river would confer upon the inhabitants and the shipping visiting the 
port, the Committee are of opinion that such a charge should be imposed.

. CHARLES A. LEE,
2 April, 1898. Chairman.
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

HARBOUR WORKS AT TWEED RIVER.

[T-A-KEIT BEFORE THE SEOTJOHj^L COMRCITTEE.]

TUESDAY, 29 MAEOH, 1898.
[The Sectional Committee met at the School of Arts, Tweed Sends, at 10 a.m.}

■ Jprmnt:— '
CHARLES ALFRED LEE, Esq., (Chairman) .

The Hon. 'Wimjam Joseph Trickett. | Henry Clarke, Esq.
G-eorse Black, Esq.

The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing Harbour Works at
Tweed River.

T. W. Keele, 
M.I.C.E.

Thomas William Keele, M. Inst., C.E., District Engineer, Ballina, sworn, and examined:—
I. Mr. Trickett.] How many years have you been in the Public Service ? Thirty years next month. 
j- ^lavle y°u h£*d considerable experience in harbour works and river improvement ? Yes.
3. Is that your particular branch jn the service ? Yes. '
4. How long have you been in charge of the works at Tweed Heads and in the river ? About six years— 29 Mar., 1898.
since their commencement. J
5. Has the original scheme of improvement been adhered to from that date up to the present time ? Yes 
6 Are you consulted with regard to them by Mr. Darley ? The scheme was designed in the Sydney 
office, and whenever Mr. Darley visits here he consults with me. Of course, I have provided him with a 
great deal of information to enable him to formulate the scheme.
7. Were these works begun in 1890 P Tes.
f • Sn wrieuL deSCrib i sta*e °|rthe works ? The length of the walls constructed to date
is 28,500 feet There are 18,700 feet m the No. 5 wall. That is the eastern wall from which we will 
start the southern breakwater. There are 6,320 feet on No. 2 wall. That is the wall to the west from 
Terranora towards the headland. There are 3,480 feet in No. 3 wall. That is on the south point of the 
Terranora entrance. ^
9. Do these training-banks consist of small stones obtained from the quarry ? Yes; obtained from one 
quarry at Lave Point,
ol puntT* WaS the S'Ze °f the KtCme ? 0rl au averaSe>less tban balf a cwt. The stones were thrown out '

II. Have you been working to a gauge—so much at the top and so much at the bottom ? No : the walls 
have been constructed about 6 feet wide on the top, and the stone took its own batter. In some places 
the water was very shallow. There were only 3 to 4 feet from Woomin Point to Cave Point, and from 
there down tnere was an average of about 4 or 5 feet.
water mark1 ^ ^ ^ WallS & Width °f 6 feet at t,ie toP ? Tcs; G feet on top and 3f feet above high-

13. Did the stones spread out? In this river the training-walls are not knocked about to a great extent 
S H1 IT8,' wall?/re aljout' p feet on the base and about 6 feet on top when in 5 feet of water.
«tii +wt-a+L1-t umfoi:in ?lz.e o£ the training-walls right along? Yes ; for the last mile of the No. 5 
wall that is the eastern one—it is only about 3 feet on top. That is where it has a straight run. Wo 

id not lay rails on the top of that wall. We just threw the stone out of punts. The wall from Cave 
Tr a tor about a m!le dow?i was constructed by means of a tramway, and the waggons were run out. 

o. Are there not curves m this training-wall? There is one very large curve from Woomin Point to 
Vc tlT ’ and then a sharper curve into the straight which extends right down to the present end of it.
0. 1 ere must be certain points-m your training-walls where they have to resist a greater force offlood- 

nTw r!ht reason of their being at certain angles ; is the training-bank of the same thickness there as at 
other places . It would be deeper there, as the flood would scour out the toe and the stone would drop 
down, and the thickness of the wall would be greater. There would be a slope on the foot of the wall *
V• Is “7 part of h*16 training-bank built on the mainland ? No ; it is all in the water. The whole of 
iq6 iVa+lliaS bef deposited m the water except a small portion where we pass through a sand-spit
18. Is there water on both sides of the walls ? Yes. 6 p
19. Have you found the work which you have carried out so far of a sufficiently substantial character to 
resist damage by floods Yes ; we have had very little trouble with the walls, kods haw not
the vork. A considerable sea gets up occasionally in a long stretch of water, and the walls seem to resist 
the action of the waves well. The specific gravity of the stone is great, and it hangs together well being 
very angular. After a time the stones seem to get locked together ’ g
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T. W. Keele, 20. The bed on which these stones rest is of a solid character, so that they do not force themselves 
M.I.C.E. through ? Yes ; the stones do not sink in the sand for any distance.

21. That being the experience with regard to the portion of the wall which has been longest constructed
.29 Mar., 18 8. ^ the walls will remain as they are ? Yes.

22. Will the same character of training-bank be constructed for the whole length of the works now
contemplated ? JSro ; w'e shall not be able to go on with the same system at all. It is not contemplated 
to extend the walls any further up the river. " ■ _ .
23. Is there not yet a lot of work to do in the river ? Yes ; but that will be dredging work. We will not
carry on any more training-walls up the river until all the rest of the work is finished. _
24. Have you had any breaking away of the training wralls to any extent? There has been a slight wash- 
away about half-way between Woomin and Cave Points. The wraves broke over the beach terrace, and then 
swept right over the wall carrying a certain amount of sand into the channel. That was the cause of its 
being so shallow before the works were commenced between the training-wall and the ocean, and in fact 
it extended right over to the opposite shore. The result was that the channel came dowm at the back of 
the small island a little below Chindera. We had to keep it open with a dredge. We had to go round 
the back of that island and keep it open ; all the other portion of the river being shallow.
25. Do you think there is any danger of such a thing happening again ? No; we have made up the breach 
in the beach terrace with brush fencing, which has caught the sand and raised it 4 or 5 feet. I believe 
we will be able to make that portion of the beach terrace level with the other portions.
26. Do you think that in time that particular place will be filled up with sand ? Yes ; there is no doubt 
that eventually that place will fill up- with drift sand.
27. Will that be all the better, and will it protect the wall from damage by the waves ? Yes. .
28. Did that damage occur on the occasion of an exceptional storm ? It occurred twice during the 
progress of the works; I forget the exact date. The w'aves during two severe easterly gales broke 
through the beach terrace for a space of 600 feet, and swept sand in thousands of tons into the space 
opposite to it, showing how the upper portion of the river between Woomin and Cave Points was kept 
continually shallow before we started our works. Since we constructed the wall the channel has been 
kept open and very deep.
29. With regard to the damage done by the ocean, do you think that will be prevented by the brush 
fencing ? Yes ; it has been raised very high.
30. Do you think it is not likely to open again ? I do not think so.
31. Are you aware what amount of money has been spent on this work ? Yes.

• 32. Is it not £30,635 ? I make it more than that, because there are vouchers up here which have not yet
reached the head office. The total cost is £31,297.
33. Has that money been expended on the works you have described ? Yes ; entirely so.
34. Has it been economically spent ? Yes. _ _
35. Have you got good results ? Yes ; very good results. The walls have cost 21‘96 shillings per lineal
foot. The total amount of stone used was 242,212 tons, or equal to 31‘01 pence per ton. That is the 
cheapest work that I am aware of, constructed on the coast. '
36. Have they been the most effectual works ? They have certainly been very effectual..
37. Have you made any allowance in those figures for plant and supervision ? It is all included in the
amount of £31,297. .
38. Have you the details ? No ; that is the total cost with supervision and all other expenses included.

' 39. Chairman.'] Can you give us the details ? They are as folloivs—stone loaded into punts at Cave
Point, 21'39 pence ; towing from Cave Point to No. 5 wall, 7'93 peace ; discharging, loading, hauling, and 
tipping stone, 3'45 pence. These are the details of the cost of No. 5 wall during July, 1897. The details 
of the other walls would be slightly different. _
40. Mr. Trickett.] Having described the work which you have carried out, will you briefly tell us what 
has been the effect of that work ? It has opened up a channel from 12 to 20 feet deep from Woomen 
Point where we commenced the training-wall to tho entrance, a distance of 31 miles, where previously for

' more than half the distance, that is from AYoomin to Cave Point, there w7as frequently not more than 
2 feet, and in some instances only 10 inches of water. It was sometimes impossible to get through in a 
skiff unless you knew the channel.
41. Can any vessel now coming into the Tweed Heads go up that distance ? Yes.
42. "What has been the effect further up the river ? The effect has not yet been appreciable. No doubt
improving the entrance tends to improve the upper river, but we have not taken particular note, and we 
have not got soundings regularly to assure ourselves what has been the actual change. _
43. One of the great arguments in favour of this work is that vessels may ultimately be able to go right 
up as far as Murwillumbah, and take up the goods without using droghers;—have you considered that 
view of the question ? Yes ; w7e contemplate putting on the dredge to do that work as soon as she has 
finished at the entrance.
44. Will that dredging be an additional item to the £40,000 which it is now proposed to spend ? Yes ;
that will be paid out of the Dredge Vote. _
45. Have you made any estimate as to what that is likely to cost ? It w'ould run fully into a year’s 
work to open up the channel to Murwillumbah. It -would run into about £3,000 for the dredge.
46. Where would she have to deposit the silt ? In some places we could deposit it on the shore where 
the owners make no objection. On the Eichmond they do not object, but here, unfortunately, they do 
so. On one or two occasions wffieu we had to do dredging up the river the owners of the land have 
objected to our depositing material on the bank, so that we have had to withdraw the dredge. We are 
now waiting until they agree amongst themselves.
47. If you had to bring down the silt in punts and shoot it behind the walls, would that increase the 
cost ? Yes ; for about half a mile or three quarters of a mile below7 Murwillumbah we are arranging to 
pump the sand right over the bank into the swamps on private land.
48. Where that improves the land the owners do not object? No.
49. AVould that be only a small portion ? No; that is the heaviest portion of the dredging ; that wrould 
take fully a year. There are a few shoals between that point and the Heads, but it would not take the 
dredge very long to cut through them.
50. Then with regard to the other portion, it will possibly be a matter for arrangement with the owners
hereafter ? Yes. 51.
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51. Will you now describe the works which are contemplated to he done? I have not heen in com
munication with Mr. Darley about the proposed extension of the work, and until the Committee arrived, 
and I saw the plans, I did not know exactly how far he intended to go out with the walls.
52. If you look at question 44 of the evidence you will see that Mr. Darley gives a detailed account of 
the work and its probable cost. Having read that portion of the evidence does it indicate works which 
you agree should be carried out ? ' Tes.
53. And that agrees with the plan before the Committee ? Tes ; but I am rather uncertain as to the 
height of the walls. I do not know exactly where Mr. Darley intends to rise up to the breakwater level 
of 16 feet above high water. Tou must make your incline such as horses can travel easily—that is 1 in 
100; but I do not know exactly where Mr. Darley proposes to start, and that may make us differ in our 
estimate. I think that is where we do differ. In making out an estimate, of course, it causes all the 
difference, according as you make your breakwater 6,10, or 16 feet.
54. It would be better if you gave your figures as to the size and then as to the cost. The first item in 
Mr. Darley’s evidence is for extending the north breakwater £14,000 ? I cannot make that more than 
£10,195.
55. What dimensions do you provide for? I propose to start at 6 feet above high water, at the root of 
the breakwater, and to run up to the 16 feet level over high water at 1,000 feet from there. That is a 
gradient of 1 in 100, and then to run for 70 feet at the 16-foot level to the end of the breakwater. There 
would be really only 70 feet of actual breakwater on the 16-foot level.
56. That would give you 16 feet on the outer end of the breakwater ? Tes ; rising from 6 to 16 feet. I
provide for the breakwater going right down to the rock. At present the water is led round No. 2 wall, 
and it impinges against the point. It will scour out the sand, leaving the rock bare. On the line of the 
breakwater the-rock will be from 12 to 14 feet below the water. The borings show 16 feet to the rock, 
14 feet, 15 feet, lO-j feet—that is, starting from the root and running out to where the breakwater would 
terminate. I anticipate that the sand there will be scoured out. At present it is filled with sand. I 
anticipate that when the dredging is completed around No. 2 wall the current will scour out all the sand. 
In that case provision would have to be made for the stones going right down to the rock. I estimate 
that 74,150 tons will be required for this breakwater. .
57. Will you now give us the size of the breakwater? I find that Mr. Darley, in his evidence, mentioned 
that the breakwater will be 15 feet wide on top, rising from 6 feet up to 16 feet over high water as you 
get near the entrance. In the case of our breakwaters on the Eichmond Eiver we find that 11 feet is 
sufficient. . 1 ifteen feet was the width originally estimated by Sir John Coode, and that width is generally 
estimated in getting out the cost of a work, but I have used here 11 feet, because I know from experience 
on the Eichmond it does not require a greater width.
58. Is that as exposed a position as this ? Tes ; the north wall on the Eichmond is quite as much
exposed as this one will be. -
59. Would that make up the difference between your estimate and Mr. Darley’s ? No ; I do not think 
so. I fancy he has provided for a 16 feet level right, through on that breakwater. He must have done 
so, owing to the difference in the figures. He makes it £14,000—1 make it £10,195.
60. As far as your experience goes, do you think it will be necessary to make the north wall 16 feet high 
all through ? No ; I think it might be commenced at 6 feet at the root, rising to 16 feet, the same as the 
other breakwaters. It is very easy to raise it afterwards if necessary.
61. Would that make a considerable difference in the estimate? Tes; that would make the difference 
between us. The south breakwater I estimate at £28,376 ; the wall to be constructed as follows :—Dor
1.150 feet the wall to be 6 feet over high water, then to rise on a gradient of 1 in 100 to 16 feet over high 
water for a distance of 1,000 feet, or 2,150 feet from the start. Then you will have reached the break
water level, and you will continue that for 350 feet, making a total length of 2,500. That will run into
162.150 tons, assuming that the breakwater is 11 feet wide on top, with side slopes of If to 1, and that 
it sinks lo 10 feet below low water. I notice that Mr. Darley in his estimate states that the inner toe 
would be scoured down, and the outer toe would be on the original surface. That is true where you 
tip stone on a shoal or on the edge of a sand-spit, but I think it would scarcely be so at this place, where 
you would be tipping stone from the commencement into about 13 feet of water. My experience on the 
Eichmond has been that on such ground as that there is a swirl always around the end of the breakwater 
which keeps it deep, and we are always tipping into a hole even when we are crossing a spit.
62. But has not Mr. Darley some means of preventing that by tipping out stone in advance of the work ? 
Tou cannot do that in a breakwater. That is for a training-wall. Tou can scarcely do that out in rough 
water unless you construct piling in advance. That is such work as they carried on at the Clarence with 
timber in advance of the tip. I think that is the reason why our estimates differ so much. Then there is 
No. 2 wall from Terranora Creek to the Heads. Already a certain amount of stone has been placed there 
which has been knocked down by the seas, and we shall have to raise it for a length of 2,300 feet. I 
estimate that 11 tons per foot run will be required to do that piece. That will amount to 25,300 tons, 
and the cost will be £3,478. In estimating for that work I think Mr. Darley is not aware that the wall 
has been knocked down in the way in which it has been. When he was here last it was 2 feet or more 
higher than it is at present. I consider that we shall have to raise that wall 6 feet over high water. There 
will be heavy seas occasionally coming in through the entrance and training around that wall. If the wall 
is not sufficiently high green seas will overtop it and knock it down. Sand that we might put behind it 
would tumble into the river. All these items make up a total cost of £42,050 12s. 6d. The estimate is as 
follows :—

T. W. Keele, 
M.I.O.E.

29 Mar., 1898.

North breakwater ... 
South breakwater... ...
No. 2 wall... ... ...
Eails, sleepers, and fastenings 
Waggons ... ... ...
Cranes ... ... ...
Bridge ... ... ...
Supervision ... ...

£ S. d.
... 10,195 12 6
... 28,376 5 0
... 3,478 15 0
... 2,500 0 0
... 1,800 0 0
... 3,000 0 0
... 1,000 0 0
... 1,200 0 0

... £51,550 12 6Total « • l Ml 63.
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Keele, 63. That is £8,550 more than Mr. Darley’s estimate ? Tes. I notice that on page 2 Mr. Darley states that 
M.I.C.E. remainder of the scheme will consist of 4,050 feet of breakwater and training-wall. Jn the figures I

29Mar'”l898 ^ave submitted I estimate that the total will be 5,870 feet of such work in the three walls. My own 
‘ opinion is that Mr. Darley has not included 1,820 feet of No. 2 wall. That is the wall from Terranora to 
the Heads—what is called the western wall. I do not think he has included that in his estimate of 
4,050 feet. He takes it as a complete wall, and he only considers that it requires to be made up.
64. Independently of that portion of No. 2 training-wall which is to be repaired to the extent of 2,300
feet, the new training-wall, and the breakwater, what would that provide for ? 2,500 feet for the south
breakwater and training-wall. Then, on the north breakwater, I make it 1,070 feet. That is a total of 
3,570 feet. There is a difference between Mr. Darley and myself in the length of the No. 2 wall. I 
do not know exactly how that occurs. Of course, I do not know exactly where Mr. Darley proposes to 
place his wharfs for fixed cranes. There is no information given either in the evidence or plan, and I have 
not been in communication with him, so that I am a little in the dark about the matter. I have been 
working on my own ideas here. The stone will have to be taken from a quarry on Point Danger and 
carried to form the north breakwater, and also to form the No. 2 wall crossing at the point by a bridge, I 
presume, with a lift span. At a point 2,300 feet along that wall a wharf will be constructed on which a 
fixed crane will be erected. Another wharf with a fixed crane will have to be constructed on the opposite 
side—that is on No. 5 or the eastern wall. The stone would then be punted across and raised by the 
crane, and run out to the tip. Another way of reaching the first wharf would be to carry the line on by 
side cutting round the headland.
65. Prom Point Danger quarry ? Yes ; by side cutting from the root of the north breakwater ; thence round 
the flats near the town, and then through the main street to the Customs office, and thence by a small 
bridge across the channel and an embankment from there to the wharf. These are the only two ways in 
which the stone can be carried to the wharf.
66. "What would be the size of the large stones that would be required for the breakwater, and what 
capacity would you recommend for the crane to be erected there ? In view of the fact that we can get 
very large blocks out of the quarry, I think it would be advisable to provide cranes capable of putting out 
stone of not less than 15 tons, otherwise you will have to break up a quantity of the stone. I believe 
a large quantity of it will come out that size and over.
67. "Would it not be a pity to break them up ? Tes.
68. Por breakwater purposes the larger the stone the better ? Tes.
69. Are not the boulders which we inspected this morning eminently suitable for breakwater purposes ? 
Tes.
70. As the quarry is on the Queensland side, would an arrangement have to be made with the Queensland 
G-overnment ? It is only partly on the Queensland side. There is a considerable amount of stone on the 
New South Wales side; probably as much as we shall require. If we find we are short, I presume there 
will be no difficulty in getting what is wanted on the Queensland side. Of all the quarries I have had to 
do with on this coast I think this is likely to be the best. I never saw larger stone in basalt.
71. Is the breakwater portion of the work the most critical and expensive P Tes.
72. Would it have to be carried out by contract or day-labour ? I should recommend day-labour.
73. Would that also apply to the training walls ? Tes; all work in connection with harbour works should 
be carried out by day-labour.
74. Is it a species of work in connection with which day-labour is more practicable than contract? Tes ; 
it is very difficult to foresee everything in connection with contract work. Tou would require to have a 
very good specification to enable you to avoid litigation with the contractor.
75. Mr. BlacJc.~\ Is there any reason why the stone required should not be obtained from Cave Point, or 
some other place within the river which would be more accessible P The stone there is too small.
76. ChairmanHas all the stone previously used for the training-walls been obtained from Cave Point? 
The bulk of it was obtained from there. We obtained a small portion from Chindera.
77. Mr. Trichett.~\ With regard to the length of these breakwaters, you see on the plan that there is a 
possible length shown in dotted colours, and the projected length is marked in other colours ;—what is 
your opinion about the length of the two breakwaters—should they stop as indicated by Mr. Darley, or 
should either of them be carried out any further ? Of course, if it were within our means, it would be a 
good thing to carry out the walls to the points shown, but I have no doubt at all that the scheme as pro
posed by Mr. Darley will very much improve the entrance.
78. Would the dotted lines carry the breakwaters out beyond the bar? They would carry the break

. waters out to the bar.
79. Do you know of any work of a similar character where breakwaters have been erected that are 
effectual when they stop short of the bar or stop some distance inside of the bar ? The Richmond River 
breakwaters were recommended by Sir John Coode, in the first instance, to stop in about the same position 
as these will be with regard to the headland. That is to say, he recommended that the first section of the 
work should be cut short 2,000 feet from the extreme end ; but we have determined to go on there to 
completion.
80. Por what reason? The Committee inquired into the matter, and decided to recommend the carrying 
out of tho works to the full extent.
81. Chairman.^ Did not the Department move the Minister to send the proposal on to the Committee ? 
The principal reason was that the breakwaters would have been very much embayed; that is to say, they 
would be within a line drawn from the north headland along the coast. I think that, if possible, it is 
desirable to carry out breakwaters beyond the influence of the headland. That would necessitate these 
breakwaters being projected 500 feet more. They are slightly embayed now.
82. Mr. TricJcett.] Would not that very greatly increase the cost? Tes.
83. Have you made an estimate of the increased cost of carrying out tho breakwaters to the full length 
shown on the plan? I consider it would cost about £30,000 to complete these tvro breakwaters.
84. Is that merely a rough estimate ? Tes.
85. Do you think it is worth the experiment to try to construct the breakwaters as far as is now suggested 
for the consideration of the Committee, having regard to the result of the work already done ? I 
certainly think so.
86. Do you think that if that is done there will be any risk of a quantity of sand, which will possibly be
scoured down the river, banking up at the bar entrance ? I do not think so. It will be carried out and 
swept by the current away south from the entrance. 87.
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87. At present we are told that the bar at the entrance shifts very much ;;—if these proposed works are T. W. Keele, 
carried out, and a greater scour is created, with a great rush of water directed on to the bar, do you think M.I.C.E. 
it will possibly have the effect of keeping the bar in one position? There is no doubt it will shoot the
water straight on to the bar. At present the water spreads in a fan shape. The current will be concen- ar-’ ’
trated in one channel.
88. So that having regard to the largely increased cost of carrying out the complete scheme, do you, as a 
practical engineer of large experience, think that this is a scheme worthy of being carried out as far as it 
is suggested ? I do.
89. At the present time, are there any other works, except dredging, being carried out here ? No.
90. Is dredging part of the scheme, or is that work which necessarily has to be carried out on these rivers ?
In a river like this we must depend upon the dredge to remove the sand from the middle of the channel 
where it has accumulated in such large quantities. The walls would in time do that work without the 
help of a dredge, but dredging is required to do it in a short time. The dredging opens up. the channel 
and it subsequently remains deep.
91. Do you think this is a river where the services of a dredge will be constantly required after the works
are completed ? It is very difficult to say. On all these rivers dredging is required either in the main 
channel or in the various tributaries. A sand-pump dredge will not necessarily be required, but a 
Priestman grab-dredge or a small dredge will be required to keep the river and its tributaries in a navigable 
condition. • *
92. Can you give us any idea as to the comparative cost of dredging before extensive harbour improvements 
are carried out, and afterwards ? It is a difficult thing to say. No good results accrue from dredging 
an entrance like this without training walls. The channel would fill up immediately after the dredge 
cuts one.
93. What would be the cost of a dredge service after the proposed works are completed? Very considerably
less ; fully one-half. .
94. Where is the patch of indurated sand which it is proposed to remove ? It is situated on the western 
side of the channel opposite No. 2 wall, and it extends for a length of about 1,500 feet along that wall, 
projecting into the channel some 400 feet, with a depth ranging from about 4 feet to 15 feet.
95. What would the dredging of that patch cost ? Mr. Darley is now providing cutters for the sand- 
pump. These appliances will cut the indurated sand in front of the pipe and it will be sucked up. It 
might be dealt vvith in another way, by putting down holes with a water-jet, and blasting. It is light 
material when it is broken up, and the current very easily shifts it.
96. Have you estimated that in the total cost ? I have not dealt wdth that. I have regarded it as a portion
of the dredging. When the dredge is fitted with these cutters it will be able to deal wdth the material nearly 
as fast as with ordinary sand. '
97. Would it be absurd to carry out these works, and leave that patch of sand untouched? Yes; I 
should say that about £1,000 or £1,500 would get rid of it. That would be about six months’ work for 
the dredge.
98.. Having been here so long, and having regard to your general experience, is there any other scheme 
which suggests itself to you which would be as good as or better than this one for improving the river 
and its entrance ? I do not. I think this is a very good scheme indeed, and that if carried out as pro
posed, it will be very effective.
99. What depth of water will it provide at the entrance ? From 12 to 15 feet, I think ; I am speaking 
of the bar. We will make it much better inside by dredging. We can carrv anything that will come 
over the bar up the river. I think these wrorks will give from 12 to 15 feet of water on the bar.
100. What will be the width of the entrance between the breakwaters ? 500 feet.
101. What will be the width between the walls ? 700 feet. There are about 550 feet at the ends of the
breakwaters proposed by Mr. Darley.
102. Do you think that is a desirable width for breakwaters ? Yes; it requires to he choke-bored to 
concentrate the current. A width of 550 feet will cause a concentration of the current.
103. Will the erection of these breakwaters for a considerable length affect private property in any way, 
or do they chiefly pass in front of Government property ? It will affect private property very little 
indeed. In fact, I am not aware of any place where private interests will be affected.
104. With regard to the Terranora Creek, will those works affect any private property ? Not the 
training-walls.
105. With regard to the little township at the Heads, will the wall be so constructed as not to affect 
private rights ? It is very difficult to say whether the channel would keep open. Of course we can keep 
it open by allowing a certain quantity of water to flow in from the upper end from the Terranora Creek.
I have no doubt a small channel would exist there after the works are completed.
100. If that portion of shallow water in front of the hotel and the houses here could be reclaimed and 
filled in right up to the channel, would not that be a great advantage, and would it not settle a great deal 
of difficulty ? No doubt that would be the case ; it would be a valuable area.
107. Ohairman.~\ If you had that point determined at the present time, and if you came to the conclusion 
that it would be possible to close up the little channel now used to the wharf, and up to the hotel, would 
not that lessen the cost of these works considerably by enabling you to start your northern training-walls 
from the foreshore underneath the head, and thus save the cost of a bridge ? There is no doubt if we 
were able to tip stone on to the north wall without making a bridge, it would lessen the cost considerably.
108. Mr. Trickett.'] What time do you think it would take to carry out the proposed works ? Between 
three and four years.
109. Having regard to the figures which you have given us as to the total probable cost of the work, are 
you prepared to stand by those figures ? The levels, gradients, widths, and batters, which I have given, 
are right.
110. Unless there is some difference between your and Mr. Darley’s estimates, which you cannot quite 
understand at present, do you think your estimate is likely to be. the one which will be required? I would 
much prefer to undertake the work on my owm estimate than on Mr. Darley’s, knowing, as I do, the cost 
of this class of work. I should like to explain that the difference between us, no doubt, occurs through Mr.
Darley considering that the bottom of the wall would not be level. That is to say that the stone would be 
tipped on a shallow bank, and that the inner slope would run down as the channel deepened, and that the

back
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T. W. Keele, back portion of the bank would remain on the original level, and that it would not sink any lower. He 
M.I.C.E. evidently made out his estimate on the assumption that the wall would be constructed in that way.

My idea is that that would be correct if the water were likely to be shallow, or if we were tipping on 
29 Mar., 1898. a g]0pjng bank. I think it would be safer to estimate that the wall would be founded on a level bottom 10 

feet below low water, and that is what I have done, and that is the difference between us.
111. Mr. Black.'] Which is the more essential of the two breakwaters, if it -were only possible to construct 
one, or if money were only voted for one ? I should certainly say the south wall. You want to trap the 
sand, and that is the side from which the sand comes. It would be very advisable to have that breakwater 
to trap the sand, and prevent it from spreading over the entrance. At the present time the south spit 
extends during heavy gales wmll into the channel, and the sand is carried up into the river. If the southern 
■wall were constructed it would stop that state of affairs. If I were confined to one wall, I should prefer 
to make the south wall. The No. 2 wall would be very necessary.
112. Would the restriction of the channel have any tendency to hold back the storm-water, or delay its 
passage ? No ; for the reason that wre know, from borings which we have made all over the entrance, that 
there is no rock within 24 feet, and consequently the sand can scour down. That will be quite sufficient 
to pass out all the floods.
113. Do you think it is necessary to make the southern breakwater of greater length than the northern 
one ? It would be preferable. Under the present conditions, you could not stop the northern break
water back from where it is now shown.- Supposing that the proposed end of the south breakwater is the 
proper position for it, you could not set back the north breakwater short of that point; but you could 
extend the south breakwater from where it is shown to end, leaving the north breakwater where it is, and 
no doubt that would be very effective. If you think of extending either of the walls it would be better 
to extend the south wall.
114. Would that make the entrance safe? Yes.
115. Would it be protected from the south and south-east gales ? Yes.
116. Chairman?^ Have you been in charge of these works from their commencement ? Tes.
117. What was the state of the river and the state of the bar at that time ? The state of the river was 
exceedingly bad, and it could not possibly be worse ; it wms completely choked.
118. What was the depth of water ? The depth of the water from opposite Chindera Point to Cave 
Point was not more than 2 feet, and sometimes it was less. The average bar at that time was about 6 feet 
or 7 feet; it was rarely 8 feet.
119. Where did you first commence work ? Opposite Chindera, and we gradually extended the walls past 
Cave Point to their present limit.
120. What was the immediate result ? To deepen the channel from 2 or 3 feet in the worst places to 
nothing less than 12 to 20 feet along the line of the wall.
121. Did you notice that as the works progressed they had any marked effect on the bar ? Tes ; the bar 
has certainly improved ever since we started these works.
122. Did the bar improve by deepening or shifting? The bar improved by deepening. It shifted, as all 
these bars do over a certain radius. The effect has been more noticeable in the depth. The bar has been 
gradually getting deeper, according to the pilot’s reports.
123. Would that be one matter for observation in connection with your work ? Tes.
124. Did you notice that as you got down towards the end of the southern training-wall that it had a 
more marked effect on the bar than w'hen you had only one-half of the work completed ? Tes ; the bar 
has been lately improving faster than it did originally.
125. Do you judge from that that if you could continue the southern wall so as to exclude the sand 
brought in by south-east gales and the tides, you would have less material to remove, and you would be 
more capable of maintaining a uniform depth of water ? There is no doubt about that. All the trouble 
comes from the south spit.
126. Do you not think it would be advisable to carry out the south breakwater in the first instance, com
pleting the work on the southern side first, so as to see what the effect of that would be ? Tou would 
want something to hold up the current or something for it to impinge against on the western side.'
127. On the northern side have you not a natural breakwater, with a stony point, and would not that 
answer your purpose in resisting the water if you had a southern breakwater ? No ; for the reason I 
have already given—that the current, being now trained to impinge upon that point, it will scour out the 
sand that at present exists in the little bight which is there, and the strength of the current would be lost 
to a considerable extent. The water would not then have the same power on the bar.
128. That is to say, that inside the bar you would not have sufficient control over the stream, and the 
wTater would have too great a width to spread over ? Tes.
129. Supposing the northern training-wmll were carried out as proposed, as well as the southern training- 
wall and breakwater, while the northern breakwater was not carried out, would that give you all that you 
desire in order to create a scour ? I do not think so.
130. The present proposal on the northern side will terminate just about the shore-level, or very little 
beyond the beach-level;—does not the headland there actually create a scour up to that point at the 
present time? It directs the current out to a certain extent,.but unless the current is trained by the 
north wall it will run into the bight that exists there. I think you wall find that all the old hands here 
will tell you that when the water runs into that bight and scours out the sand which is there they always 
have a bad bar. and that when the beach is filled up with sand there, they have a good bar. That is a 
proof that there is so much friction there that it interferes very materially with the current.
131. But inasmuch as the proposed north breakwater will not extend beyond the influence of the present 
headland, how is it going to affect the current then more than it does now ? Tou must have the northern 
breakwater in order to direct the current, otherwise the current would, after leaving No. 2 wall, shoot 
over into the little bight, and it would scour all the sand out of it, leaving the rock bare, and the influence 
would then be lost.
132. The northern breakwater is so constructed as to catch the water from the southern shore direct on 
the wall, and so get a scour through the choke bore ? Tes, if the northern breakwater were not there the 
water would run into the bight and lose its velocity.
133. The northern breakwater would be cheaper than the southern one, and in any case it would be 
desirable to make it ? Tes.
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134. Where you propose to spill the sand at the extremity of your works will be, if not immediately on 
the bar, at any rate inside of it ? No ; I think the sand will be carried out straight over the bar.
135. But where it leaves the mouth of your works, will it not be immediately inside the bar? Tes.
136. From there out to the present bar line is it a considerable distance ? Yes.J
137. Take this position : you are spilling your sand inside the bar;—you have a strong tide, and if a 
heavy gale is blowing in will there not be a danger of an accumulation of sand there? With heavy gales 
we generally get heavy rains which bring down a flood. The consequence is that whatever sand is brought 
in by the gale is swept out by the flood. We very rarely have dry gales.
138. If it were outside the bar the danger would not be so great, but inasmuch as you propose to spill the
sand inside the bar, what is likely to be the condition of affairs under adverse circumstances ;—is there no 
danger of the sand piling up there, and again giving you, if only temporarily, 6 or 7 feet of water ? I do 
not think so. It might be that for a day or so, after a very heavy blow, the sand might be piled up, but 
the effect of these proposed walls would be to direct the current in one particular line, and it would soon 
scour its way out. . .
139. Looking at the question from an extreme point 'of view, would this be a fair assumption, that 
inasmuch as works of an incomplete character up the river have had the effect of deepening and lengthen
ing the bar, is it reasonable to suppose that if the training walls on both sides were completed, and 
breakwaters were constructed, the bar would be very much deeper than at present, and would be very 
much more extended from the entrance ? 5Tes ; we have a right to come to that conclusion.
140. Is it your opinion that that will be the case ? Tes.

T. W. Keele, 
M.I.C.E.

29 Mar., 1898.

Charles Dowling Whitty, Sub-collector of Customs and Inspector of Stock, Tweed Heads, sworn, and ’
examined:—

141. Chairman.'] How long have you been stationed here? Since 19th October, 1891. c D Whitty
1^2 Mr. Black.] Have you any statistics which you can supply us with ? I have the tonnage of vessels -—A—. ' 
which have come here since 189 L It is as follows :— 29 Mar.,1898.

Year.- ■ Tons. Year. Tons.
1891 ... ... 21,204 1896 ' ... ... 20,906
1892 ...
1893 ...

... 24,350 

... 27,486
1897 ... ... 29,326

1894 ...
1895 ...

... 23,970 

... 25,972
Total ... 173,214

143. When the Tweed railway was being constructed, was there not a great stimulus to trade ? Yes.
144. Then; in spite the fact that the Tweed railway was completed, and that the men employed in 
constructing it removed from the district, the inward and outward traffic for 1897 was larger than it was 
in any other year ? Yes.
145. Have you any reason to believe that there has been any falling-off in the trade ? Not in the Sydnev
trade. J J
146. What about the trade from the north ? That trade has fallen off. We have no communication 
there now.
147. Do not your figures include vessels, no matter where they come from ? Yes.
148. How do you reconcile that with your statement that there has beeu a falling-off in the trade with 
Brisbane? We have had no tonnage from Brisbane.
149. Then there must be an increase in the tonnage from Sydney ? Tes. .
150. Has it increased to the detriment of the Brisbane trade ? Yes.
151. ^ Since when ? Since 1896 and 1897. In 1894 there was a falling-off in the Brisbane trade. In
1895 there was the largest tonnage from Brisbane. '
152. Might that not be owing to the change in the .fiscal policy ? No ; it is simply because we have no 
communication between Brisbane and here.
153. Why have the Brisbane merchants ceased to trade with this port? I suppose they could not com
pete against the Sydney freights, which are very low.
154. Are goods carried cheaper from Sydney than from Brisbane ? Yes.
155; Have you any figures to tabulate with the tonnage statistics, showing the amount of dutv collected 
during those years ? Yes; they are as follow :--1892, £691: 1893, £1,499; 1894, £1,427 ; 1895 £746
1896, £38 ; 1897, £28 ; the average comes to £738 per aiimmi. ’
156. Is there any Customs officer stationed hero to defend the Queensland border? Yes • I defend the
Queensland border. 1
157. What proportion of these goods go over the border ? That is dutv collected for New South Wales
158. During any year was there any system of drawbacks in existence ? No.

are character of vessels which come here ? The following is a table showing the character 
of the vessels 1891, 54 steamers, 55 sailing vessels ; 1892, 77 steamers, 43 sailing vessels ; 1893 95 

63 sailing vessels ; 1894, 82 steamers, 45 sailing vessels ; 1895, 88 steamers” 51 sailing vessels ; 
1896, 62 steamers, 38 sailing vessels ; 1897, 90 steamers, 50 sailing vessels.
160. What is the relative tonnage of the vessels ? The largest boat coming here is 147 tons.
161. Have you divided the tonnage into steam and sailing tonnage ? No.
162. I suppose the steam tonnage is on the whole the larger? Yes.
163. What is the nature of the export trade ? Timber, maize, sugar.
164. Are the values only taken when there is a clearance of vessels for foreign ports ? Yes. •
165. The inward traffic consists of the ordinary consumption goods? Yes ; general cargo and coal. Some 
coal comes from Newcastle, and some from Wollongong. The Sugar Company use southern coal.
166. Is there a large trade in stock? Only the home consumption trade with Queensland. Some dairv
cattle come in. ■ J
167. Is there any stock route through the district from Maitland or Sydney ? No • this is not the Bich
mond Biver stock route. They come in at the Mount Lindsay Crossing. ’
168. Then there is not a large amount of cattle crossing the border? No.
169. Is there any importation of stock for fattening from Queensland ? No.

170.
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C. D. Whitty. 170. Chairman."] What are the boundaries of your stock district ? Only as far as Murwillumbah. 
pQTvr^iRqs ^r' ’Is the character of your district antagonistic to the tick pest? Judging from my
29 Mar., 1898. experience in Queensland, it is favourable to the tick pest, but it has not yet made its appearance. All 

this bladey-grass country along the east coast is the home of the tick.
172. Has this district so far been immune ? Yes.
173. Have you observed any large increase in the number of dairying cows-in the district during the last 
few years ? The import of dairy cattle from Queensland has been large lately, but only in small mobs 
for sale.
174. Have you noticed any development of the dairying industry in the district ? Yes.
175. Where do the cattle come from ? They are bred locally, and some have come from the South Coast.
176. Is the district suitable for dairying? Certainly. _
177. Is it as suitable for dairying as it is for sugar-growing? It is suitable for sugar-growing and 
dairying combined.
178. Would one be a good alternative to the other? Yes; I have just come from the Murray district, 
and I think the men in this district could live on half the area which is required in the Murray district, 
although the Berrigan district to which I refer is one of the best in the Colony.

Thomas Hamilton Smith, Pilot, Tweed Heads, sworn, and examined :—
T. H. Smith. 179. Mr. Clarke.] How long have you been Pilot ? Six months.

,--- K——^ 180. Have you been connected with vessels coming to the Tweed ? For 121 years I was master of the
29 Mar., 1898. subsidised tug, and for two years previously I was master of a sailing vessel.

181. During that time had you considerable experience in the Tweed trade ? Yes.
182. Until recently was the water on the bar and in the river very shallow ? Of late years it has been 
fairly good.
183. What was it like previous to the commencement of the existing works ? Previously we have had 
good bars, which would gradually shoal until we had freshes to deepen the chanel .again.
184. Until the present training-walls were made was the depth of water uncertain? Yes.
185. Do you consider that what has been already done has greatly improved the navigation of the river ? 
Yes.
186. What was the depth of water on the bar at high tide before the improvements were made ? Five
feet, 6 feet, 7 feet, 8 feet, 9 feet. . .
187. Did the depth of water depend on the weather ? Yes ; with a good fresh we would have 11 feet and 
perhaps 12 feet.
188. Would a heavy easterly gale open the bar ? Yes ; with freshes. ’
189. But that is only of a temporary character ? Yes.
190. What is the depth of water on the bar now ? On Friday last there were 12 feet at high water. I 
reckon that with a low sea the true sounding would be 13 feet.
191. Are you acquainted with the proposed scheme for further improving the harbour? Yes.
192. Are you aware that a large amount of money will have to be spent to complete the w^ork? Yes. '
193. From your experience as a sea-faring man, and as a pilot, do you consider that the improvements are 
desirable ? Yes.
194. Would they improve the navigation of the river? Yes; and the improvement would be of a 
permanent character.
195. Do you think there is any probability of any portion of the training-walls being carried away by 
eastern gales ? The only part affected has been the part opposite the bar, what some people call the 
western wall.
196. What has been the cause ? The heavy seas.
197. Would not there be some reason for the wall carrying away on account of the small size of the 
stone? Yes; the stone is too small there.
198. Are you aware that it is contemplated to get stone from Point Danger ? Yes.
199. Will there not be great difficulty and expense in getting stone from there ? As far as I know the 
cheapest way would be to have a bridge at the entrance of the west channel, and to run the stone on to 
the breakwater.
200. Would not that stop the entrance of vessels to this part of the river ? Yes.
201. Is it your idea to have a tramway carried to the edge of the point and to commence the w'ork from 
this end ? The only other way is to bring it through the township.
2(i2. Has the trade during the last few years increased or decreased ? As far as the number of vessels is 
concerned, I should say it has increased. Sailing vessels generally bring coal and steamers general 
cargo.
2(‘3. Is there a larger number of vessels now in the trade than there were two or three years ago ? Yes ; 
they have been making better trips lately, the bar being better than formerly.
204. Has there been a larger quantity of produce ? I think it has been chiefly sugar; the steamers 
have been carrying timber in the slack season.
205. Is sugar the only product which goes away from the port ? Yes; after the sugar season they carry 
pine, cedar, or anything they can get.
206. Is there much butter sent away ? I do not know. The only vessel that I know of taking butter is 
the “Augusta.”
207. Do you think that upon the whole, judging from the fact that more steamers than sailing vessels 
come here that the trade has increased rather than decreased ? I do not know what the steamers carry 
away, but the sailing vessels during the season go away full of sugar.
208. Have you a return showing the depth of water on the bar from the year 1870 to the 25th March, 
1898 ; also, the rise of the tide, the state of the east channel, and remarks for the same period? Yes;

I
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I may not be exactly correct as to the number of vessels per year, as that is approximate, but the sound- T’. S- Smith.
ings are correct; they are records taken from the daily log. The return is as follows:— /----^—■~\

J 29 Mar., 1898.
Tweed River Bar and East Channel Soundings.

Year. Month. J3ar
sounding’s.

Rise of 
Tide.

East * 
Channel 

sounding’s.
Remarks. Year. Month. Bar

soundings.
Rise of 
Tide.

East
Channel

soundings
Remarks.

ft. in. ft. in. ft. in. ft. in.
1870. July 18 8 8 First pilot, W. 1892. Feb. 17 9 0 2 6

McUregor, took
Mar.

23 4 0 i 2
charge; 7 schoon- 17 8 6 3 2

1871. Aug. .
ers trading here. April 11 10 4 After fresh..

7 6 Aug. 25 S 8 2 8
1872. Jan. . 7 6 12 sailing vessels 1893. Jan. 7 10 6 4 0

Jan. .
trading here. Feb. 15 11 9 3 6 After fresh.

1873. 8 0 April 29 13 0 3 4
Dec. . 9 0 May 14 10 0 3 6

1874. March 11 0 Strong fresh cleared June 14 16 0 q 10 After fresh and heavy

Sept..
the channel. sea.

6 3 •• i ...... Sept. 13 14 0 2 0 9 0
Dec. 9 6 Nov. 16 13 0 2 8 8 4 Vessels going up E.

1875. May 10... 10 0 2 6 channel.
Aug. 17.. 8 6 2 6 1894. Feb. 4 13 0 8 0

1876. June . 8 6 o 4 21 15 0 2 0 8 0
1877. July . 9 0 21 2 0 5 0

Sept.. 8 3 March 31 10 0 2 0
1878. Aug. . 6 8 June 15, 1S78 River May 8 10 0 2 8 o

Dec. . 7 0 soundings at H.W.— June 25 9 0
3upper crossing, 4 ft. 9 July 11 0 6 7 6

in. ; light track cross Aug. , T 2 0
ing, 4 tt. 2 in.; Rocky 5 8 0 3 0Point, 4 ft. 10 in. ; 
white buoy on fiats, 1895. Jan. 8 0 1 8
3 ft.; upper beacon, Feb. 18 12 0 2 0
3 ft. ; island crossing, Mar. 8 2 3 8 6

Mar.
0 ft. 0 in. ! April 5 10 0 2 0

1879. 27 6 0 2 0 May 20 11 0 o 9
July 7 11 0 2 5 After June 12 7 9 T 7

strong July 27 n 0 3 0

Nov.
fresh. Aug. 20 9 G 2 8 7 2

10 12 6 2 6 Sept. 9 9 6 o 6 7 0
1880. March 9 0 30 6 0 2 7

Aug. 3 6 10 2 6 Oct. 20 10 9 3 11
1881. Jan. 19 12 0 3 0 Dec. 12 8 6 2 0

1882.
Aug. 27 7 0 2 9 1896. Jan. S 7 2 3 0 Approximately, for
Jan. 10 10 0 o 0 Feb. 1 11 0 4 6 7 9 1896, 102 vessels
Mar. 3 9 8 3 3 ,i 7 7 6 1 11 entered this port.
April 15 9 0 2 9 > »

May
14 9 6 3 0 9 0 Sailing vessels, 40;

Aug. 18 6 9 2 5 27 8 0 2 3 steamers, 62.
1883. Jan. 25 9 0 3 6 June 2 9 3 2 3 7 0

May 30 6 11 2 9 9 10 3 2 6 8 0
Oct. 19 7 6 2 6 Aug. 8 7 3 2 3

1884. Jan. 5 0 0 2 6 15 8 6 2 10 7 0
March 23 7 3 2 6 Mar. 5, tug “Tweed*’ Sept. 3 7 10 2 7

April
arrived. Nov. 12 11 0 3 6 8 0 Nov. 25.—Vessels

19 5 10 o 1 Dec. 17 8 9 3 4 going to Cudgen
May 16 6 6 2 0

Jan.
31 8 9 3 3 soundings, two

Aug. 24 8 3 3 0 1897. 7 8 0 3 4 places 7 ft. 6 in.,
Oct. 16 6 6 2 10 IS 8 2 4 0 ■ two places 8 feet.
Dec. 3 9 6 4 6 Mar. 10 7 0 2 6 ,8 0 River soundings to

1885. Feb. 11 7 0 2 10 April 15 10 0 3 9 9 6 Cudgen—1. Black
April 10 10 0 2 4 7 feet inside bar. May

June

6 7 0 2 8 8 0 buoy (caves), 9 ft.
May 12 9 6 2 10 6 ft. 6 in. inner bar. 29 8 0 2 3 3 in. ; 2. Black
Nov. 9 6 8 3 6 , 5 7 0 2 4 6 6 • buoy, 8 ft. 9 in. ;

1886. Jan. 24 7 0 3 7 Aug. 15 9 0 2 8 8 0 crossing below
June 30 7 2 3 0 Sept. 8 10 5 3 0 7 9 Barry’s, 9 ft. 6 in.
Dec. . 8 4 2 10 30 12 0 3 6

1887. Feb. 15 8 6 2 1 Oct. 2 10 6 3 6 9 6 Crossing, 8 ft. 10 in.
July 4 7 9 2 11 * 11 11 0 3 5 8 6
Dec. 19 10 0 3 . 4 14 11 0 1 3 7 6 Approximately for

1888. Jan. 17 7 0 3 4 Channel very narrow. 16 11 0 3 0 8 10 the year 1897, 129
June 0 7 3 24 11 6 3 3 9 0 vessels entered
Oct. 14 5 11 2 4 Nov. 3 12 3 3 9 2 this port. Sailing
Dec. 14 5 9 2 8 12 11 0 3 7 10 0 vessels, 48 ;

1889. Jan. 5 7 2 4 2 29 12 0 4 8 10 0 steamers, 81.
Feb. 9 5 4 1 1) Dec. 9 12 0 2 9 10 0
April 24 7 0 2 1 17 9 9 2 9 10 0
July 25 ii 0 2 6 After strong fresh 1898. Jan. 3 8 9 2 9 River soundings—12

and gale. 22 11 6 4 6 io 6 feet to the caves ;
Oct. 8 15 0 3 2

Feb.
25 11 8 4 8 12 0 black buoy caves, 

9 ft. 10 in.; upperDec. 13 11 0 3 6 S 12 0 3 10
1890. Jan. 7 11 0 4 0 14 8 0 2 6 black buoy, 8 ft.

April 8 12 0 3 6 20 8 0 Shoaled to 9 in. ; tipper red
July 12 12 6 .3 3 8 6 buoy, 9 ft. 6 in. ;
Dec. 14 9 9 3 6 March 11 12 0 4 7 12 0 least water to

1891. March ID 11 0 3 6 14 12 0 2 5 caves, 12 feet;
May 18 6 6 2 0 17 11 0 2 3 10 0 caves to 1st black
June 28 10 0 2 3 21 13 0 4 0 11 3 buoy, 9 ft. 9 in. ;
Aug. 3 8 0 2 3 July 10, dredge 

“ Actor ” towed in.
}> 25 12 0 3 4 11 6 2nd black buoy, 

8 ft. 9 in. ; red

Dec.
25 11 0 2 9 buoy crossing,

28 8 10 3 6 9 ft. 9 in.

* 7 ft. 9 in. upper, 8 feet lower.
*30 00—B

t Nine feet in north channel and eight feet in south channel.
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T. H. Smith. 209. When did the harbour improvement works first commence ? In 1891. Up to October, 1897, the
rr^-----> figures in my return are taken from the late pilot’s log. I have continued his work since then.

29 Mar.,1898. 210. According to these reports, excepting the present year and a part of 1897, there does not seem to 
be a great deal of improvement in the depth of water. It is only since the wall reached a certain distance 
down the river that the improvements in the depth of water on the bar was in any way noticeable.
211. In what state was it in 1896, and how far had the wall been constructed in that year ? I cannot say
exactly, but it must have been close down where it is now. _
212. Have not the works been going on since 1896-7 ? I cannot say. I think thev knocked off working
in 1896. '
213. Up to June, 1897, the depth of water on the bar was 7 feet, 8 feet, 9 feet; since June, 1897, it has 
steadily improved to 9 feet, 10 feet, 11 feet, 12 feet, and sometimes 13 feet;—do you think that is due to 
the training-walls and other improvements ? Tes ; they have caused the tide to run in a different course.

• 214. Has the position of the bar become more stable since that time ? It is always liable to shift about
in twenty-four hours or a couple of days. Wind and weather greatly affect it.
215. Since the training-walls have been made has the depth of water been more regular, and has there
been a better channel ? Tes. . •
216. Is there a tendency for the sand to pile up at the entrance to the heads ? In strong easterly weather 
it may block, but it soon scours away.
217. How does the current generally set on the bar ? According to the wind. In southerly and south
east winds the current sets on to the North'Head ; with north-east winds it sets to the southward.
218. Do you think that any sand which accumulates in the river, and finds its exit at the mouth, would 
be cleared away by the current? Tes, because we have had proof of that lately when there were freshes. 
Large quantities of sand passed out of the channel, and were taken to sea, or at any rate there was no 
sign left of it.
219. When these training-walls and breakwaters are erected, with easterly gales will there continue to be 
a bar there, and in such a state that vessels will not be able to enter ? I think with easterly weather we 
generally have freshes which would carry anything away.
220. Do you think there is no danger of these channels shallowing as in former years before the training- 
walls were commenced ? I do not think it will ever be like that again. It might be for a few days.
221. Do you think the bar will be always an open one ? Tes.
222. Do you think there is justification for spending £40,000 more on these works? I think it would be 
justifiable to spend the money in order to make the bar safe, and I think it would be a success.
223. How many wrecks have there been since you have been trading here, and since you have been pilot ? 
Only three—one sailing vessel and two steamers.
224. To what do you attribute those wrecks ? In the case of the sailing vessel I think a wrong depth of 
water was given. When the “Tweed” was wrecked the channel was away south, which is always a 
dangerous position for the channel to be in.
225. Is it not usual for the pilot to signal when the bar is safe or otherwise ? Tes, the pilot was in charge 
of the steamer. The “ Tweed” was the first steamer that was lost; the “ Chindera” was the last; both o 
belonged to Mr. Nicoll.
226. What about the “ Chindera” ? She was drawing more water than there was on the bar.
227. How did the vessel take the bar when there was not sufficient water? The pilot warned the “Chindera” 
not to take the bar. The pilot was not on board the steamer. The pilot was on board the “Tweed.” The 
master took the bar on his own responsibility, although he was warned that there was not sufficient water 
for him.
228. Mr. Trickelt.] Have you studied the plan of the proposed improvements ? Tes.
229. Do you think that the breakwaters will go out sufficiently far as at present designed ? 1 I think the 
original plan which I have is suitable for the place as far as the breakwaters are concerned. I think they 
go out far enough.
230. Which do you look upon as the best breakwater ? It was always considered that the north break
water would be most useful to shut off the tide from the bight between the two heads—the outer and 
inner heads. Whenever the bight is filled up with sand the bar is good ; but whenever it is scoured out 
by the tide the water spreads. •
231. Tou look upon the breakwater at the north entrance, which will straighten the course of the current, 
and prevent the water from getting into that bight, as being of very great importance in making the work 
effective, because it will prevent the current from losing its force over the rocks ? Tes ; there are shallow 
rocks running under the water there.
232. What are your duties with regard to vessels coming in during bad weather ? We have to give them 
signals as to whether we consider the bar favourable. We know the soundings, and we give them the 
depth of the water. We tell them the sets of the current, and caution them if necessary. If there is a 
sea on the bar we give them a signal to stand north, and they go into Danger Bay. It is far better than 
Byron Bay in a south-easterly. In an easterly gale they are not sheltered. I have known a vessel to 
ride out an east-south-east gale.
233. Have you frequently to order vessels off ? We have had bad weather lately, and vessels have had 
to keep out.
234. How often do you take soundings on the bar ? Sometimes two or three times, and sometimes 
oftener. We always take soundings when we go out. We took the last sounding on Friday last.
235. At present you cannot say what is the depth of water, because on account of the weather you can
not take soundings ? Tou can form an idea of where the channel is, but not of the depth.
236. If the weather kept on as it is at present, and a vessel wanted to enter, would she have to be warned 
off? Tes ; it would not be safe for a vessel to come in or to go out in this weather.
237. Do you think that when the proposed works are completed the effect of these breakwaters only 
going to a distance somewhat short of the location of the bar will be to pile up the sand on tbe bar more 
than it is at present ? I think the current will carry all the sand away, according to the winds.
238. With regard to the work so far completed, and seeing that they have had the effect of deepening the 
bar, do you not think the completion of these works will in all probability have the effect of still further 
deepening the water ? I do not see what is to prevent us from having.13 or 14 feet of water on the bar 
when the works are completed.
239. Mr. Blade.'} What is your opinion as to the extension of the breakwater into deep water, and do
you think it could stand the fury of the elements ? I think it could if the weight of the stone were 
sufficient. 240.

10 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.
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240. Would it not require to be a very stable structure ? I do not think we get such heavy seas here as T. HJSmith.
we do at the Richmond River, because we are protected very much in south-easterly weather by the reefs oom - 1898 
which extend from the island 3 miles out; that breaks the water on the bar. al-! '
241. Have vessels to come round to avoid them ? They can come between the reef and the shore : there 
is a good channel.
242. Is there not a tendency to divert the current on to the breakwater ? The outside current is generally 
south.
243. You say there is a passage between the reef and the shore along which the vessels can come ; would 
there not be a strong sea in the channel and on the breakwater ? The reefs are a long way off.
244. You say the reefs break the force of the gale, and the vessels come inside ; would not that afford an 
opportunity for strong seas to break on the breakwaters ? I think the reefs save this harbour a great 
deal when there are heavy seas.
245. Do you think the breakwaters are a necessity ? Yes.
246. Do you think that the same construction as has been carried out in the training-walls would be 
sufficient ? No ; I think we want a breakwater, not only on the north side for the current, but also on 
the south side, to stop the south-easterly and northerly sets.
247. Do you think the breakwaters on the plan are carried out sufficiently far? I think so, as far as my 
judgment goes.

MINUTES' OF EVIDENCE—HAEBOUE WOEKS AT TWEED EIVEE. ' ’ H

Norbert James Ivory, master mariner, Tweed Heads, sworn, and examined:—
248. Chairman.'] What are you ? Master of the tug-boat stationed at Tweed Heads.
249. How long have you occupied that position ? Rive months.
250. Where were you before ? I was trading here in a sailing vessel eighteen years ago.
251. What knowledge have you of the entrance to the Tweed at the present time, and of the eastern 
channel ? I see a vast improvement.
252. How has that improvement come about ? By the construction of the training-wall. ■
253. Was a good deal of that work done before you came here? It was almost completed.
254. Then you found the port in a good state when you came ? Yes ; but I had been trading here a year 
before that, and I found it in a much better state when I came here.
255. Have you seen any marked improvement as the works approached completion ? I have seen far more 
improvement since they have left off the work. The improvement was beginning to take place at that 
time.
256. How far do you take vessels up the river ? As far as Chindera.
257. Are all sailing vessels coming to this port brought in by the tug? Yes, and taken out. ■
258. What class of sailing vessels come here ? They range from a registered tonnage of 66 to a little over 
100, with.a draught when loaded of 7 ft. to 8 ft. 6 in. They average from 84 to 175 tons burden.
259. Since the preliminary works have been completed, have you known any of these vessels to be bar- 
bound for any time ? Owing to the sea they have been detained, but rarely owing to the want of depth 
of water. It has occasionally happened.
260. How many of these vessels come here in the course of a month ? Rrom four to six.
261. Are they generally from Sydney? Yes ; you might say all of them.
262. How many instances have you known during the time you have been in the tug service when vesses 
have been delayed through stress of weather ? Half a dozen, perhaps, but only for a day or two.
263. Have they been detained in consequence of the floods ? Yes; through the freshes running out of 
the river.
264. Have you known many vessels to come up to the offing, and having to lay off in consequence of the 
bad bar ? Yes, for a short time.
265. Has that been frequent? Only on account of the sea, and not for want of depth of water on the bar.
266. Your argument is that there is always water enough on the bar? I do not say that, hut it is very 
seldom that there is not sufficient water if the sea is smooth.
267. These vessels draw about 8 ft. 6 in., and for the last two years there has sometimes been only 7 feet 
of water on the bar ? Eight feet 6 inches is the heaviest draught, and there are only one or two vessels 
of that kind. They generally draw 7 feet to 7 ft. 6 in.
268. Ror the last two years has the bar been sufficiently deep to admit of ordinary vessels drawing 7 feet ? 
Yes ; except in very rare times after a heavy sea when the bar may shoal up for a day or so.
269. Do you find any difficulty in the vessels crossing the bar, and being unable to go up the channel or 
over the crossing ? Not recently.
270. Since the works have been carried out ? No.
271. Do the vessels come in as heavily laden as they go out ? About the same.
272. Then you are unable to tell us of any great delay that has taken place? Not lately.
273. The delay has taken place in the case of sailing vessels owing to stress of weather, and not in 
consequence of a bad bar? No ; it shoals up for a short time, but it does not remain so very long.
274. Would not that lead one to suppose that the improvements already made have been sufficient for 
the purpose ? I consider the improvements that have been made so far have been the cause of this change.
275. But if they have brought about that good result, and have caused no delay to the shipping, would not 
that be sufficient to meet the requirements of the port? The question is, will it be permanent. We have 
had several freshes which have helped us on.
276. What do you think is required, in addition to the present works, to give the port a permanent 
entrance ? I think the works will have to be carried out as now proposed. I have seen the plans.
277. Are you familiar with what is proposed to be done ? Yes, and I think it is necessary. '
278. What has been your experience of the port itself as tug-master, and what do you think is necessary 
in order to remove the existing difficulties ? Even during the short time I have been here the bar has 
shifted considerably, but as a rule it has not shoaled up for any length of time.
2/9. Have you any difficulty in taking the bar if there is a sufficient depth of water, no matter where the 
wind may come from ? Yes ; there is a difficulty with a heavy sea; if the bar shifts north, then there is 
great difficulty and risk.

N. J. Ivory. 
29Mar7l898.

280.
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N. J. Ivory. 280. Why is there great risk ? Because you get the sea broadside on, and therefore you cannot keep the
r-—A—"N vessel to windward. • . i ,

29Mar., 1898. 28l. What do you estimate is a safe width of water on the bar when you are towing? We consider that 
200 feet is safe enough if the channel is straight out. _
282. If you had an entrance of 500 feet, would that be sufficiently wide to take a vessel in in safety with 
any wind ? Tes, quite sufficient.
283. Would you be able to take that entrance if the bar were good, and if there were a heavy fresh in the
river running against you ? It all depends upon the force of the current. If it were running very 
rapidly we might not be able to stem it. _ _ _ T j
281. Would you be able to take that entrance, and take in a vessel, in spite of a strong flood ? I do not 
think we could with a strong flood; in fact, I am positive we could not. '

• 285. I suppose that then, as now, all sailing vessels would have to be towed in ? I cannot say that. With
a favourable bar they might sail in. If the wind is fair there is nothing to prevent them, but as a rule 
they do take the tug. . .
286. Do you take the state of the bar from the pilot ? We have a man sounding the bar as well as the
pilot- ' ..... ,287. What-is your opinion of the sandspit lying between the two heads? I think it is very necessary that
a wall should be constructed across there. ,
288. Do you mean that the northern breakwater should be constructed ? I do not think the result would 
be good without it.
289. Has it been your experience that when the bight has been swept clean to the rock you have had a bad
bar ? Tes ; that has been my experience during the past six months. When the bight is filled up with 
sand we have a better and straighter bar. .
290. There is a channel to the wharfs on the town side of the entrance; do you know any reason why it 
should be kept open ? It is very convenient for us as well as for people landing at Tweed Heads. We 
can lie in shelter there.
291. Is there not an abundance of shelter elsewhere? We would have to go further up, and we should 
not be so near the bar in case of emergency.
292. What is the tonnage and horse-power of your tug-boat, the “ Terranora? Torty-two tons and about

* 25 horse-power. .
293. Mr. GlarJce.~\ Do you tow out steamers ? Occasionally ; but not always. Generally, when there is
any sea on, we tow the steamers. _ . T
294. Do you say that 8 feet C inches is the extreme draught on which vessels can come in here ? Tes.
295. Have not vessels drawing more than that come in and gone out? Not to my knowledge.
296. Does not the liJUerlin ” come here? Tes; but she only draws 6 feet 10 inches. She took away 
about 100 tons of sugar once or twice.

" Joseph Kirkwood, master mariner, Tweed Eiver, sworn, and examined:—
J. Kirkwood. 297. Chairman^ What are you ? I am a master mariner in charge of the drogher steamer the “ Murwil- 

lumbah,” which is 32 tons burden, and about 12 horse-power.
29 Mar., 1898. 298. Mr. Tricketl.~\ What is her draught of water when loaded ? Dive feet.

299. Do you trade from Murwillumbah to the Heads ? Tes; we do all the droghering for the sailing
vessels ; we take all the cargo up the river, and load them. _
300. What goods do you take ? Sugar, in the season, and at present, pine, cedar, or anything we can get.
301. Do you take up supplies to the town in your vessels ? Tes ; from the Heads up to Murwillumbah.
302. Do you get any loading between Murwiilumbah and the Heads ? Tes ; our loading is principally 
from the Condong mills. Our trade is principally with the Colonial Sugar Company. If we have goods 
for anybody along the banks of the river we deliver them. From Condong to Murwillumbah there is no 
public wharf.
303. With a draught of 5 feet, are you alwa3'S able to get up and down the river ? There is one place 
called Condong Flat, about 16 miles from the Heads, where there is only about 3 feet 9 inches at low 
water, and we sometimes get stuck there, and have to wait for the tide. That is the only place of the 
kind.
304. How long have you been running on the river ? Steadily for the last twelve years.
305. Has the river improved of late ? Tes, very much ; from Murwillumbah right down.
306. Has it improved in patches, or generally? It is a general improvement. Since there has been a 
deepening of water on the bar there has been a larger body of water on the river and there is a greater 
rise of tide at Murwillumbah by 6 inches than we had before the improvements were carried out.
307. What is the present rise of the tide ? The mean tide is about 3 feet.
308. Until the harbour improvements were made was it only 2 feet 6 inches ? Tes.
309. Is the place where you get stuck up in the river very wide ? About 40 chains.
310. Would the dredge soon get rid of that ? Tes.
311. Excepting that shallow part, what is the average depth of water? The shallowest part of the river 
outside of that is 5 feet 6 inches.
312. Is that for any great length ? No. _
313. What is about the general depth of the water in the river ? There is another place which carries 
6 feet. I should say that outside of that there would be from 7 to 9 feet of water.
314. If those two places which you mention were dredged, would the rest of the river bo navigable for the 
steamers which ply here at present? Tes.
315. What is about the draught of the ships which come here? Eight feet 9 inches is the greatest. •
316. Can you always get in now ? Since last August we have had no trouble.
317. How far up the river can they go now ? At present as far as Cudgen, about 6 miles from here. 
Since last August they have been able to go to the Caves, where they had a quarry. It is only within the 
last few weeks that these vessels have been able to go to Cudgen. I believe that is in consequence of the 
late floods.
318. Do you bring cargo to the Caves instead of to the Heads ? Tes.
319. If vessels could go right up the river so that cargo could be put on board, would that be a saving of
expense ? Tes ; because there would be less handling. 320.
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320. Is it your experience that the work so far carried out has keen an advantage to the river ? . Yes.
321. Are there many droghers on the river? Three—about the same size as my own.
322. Has the droghering trade increased or fallen off during the last few years ? During the last few years 
more vessels have come to the river, but there were other causes than the improvements in the river for 
that. A great deal of cane was put under cultivation by the farmers, who thought that the protective 
duty would be retained, and the Colonial Sugar Company had to crush it. More vessels came to carry the 
sugar away. Now the farmers are not planting cane, because they are afraid'of losing the duty, so t’hat 
during the coming season the trade will not be so great. We cannot send pine and cedar away without a 
protective duty. We cannot sell it in Sydney as cheaply as American timber.
323. Are not other industries growing up ? Yes,-dairying is taking a firm hold.
324. Will the dairying industry provide as much freight for export as the other industries ? Nothing 
like it. The butter goes into a much smaller compass.
325. Is it a fact that they are not planting as much sugar-cane as before ? Yes. I for one knocked off 
planting, and so have many others.
32G. Have many vessels been bar-bound or detained lately ? Not since last August. Before that there 
was a shallow bar and various other things which stopped the vessels, but since last August we have done 
remarkably well.
327. Mr. Blade.'] In spite of the duties coming off ? The people had to cut their cane, and the Sugar 
Company had to carry the sugar to Sydney.
328. Mr. Tridceit^] Are there any port dues here ? They are paid in Sydney.
329. Are there any tonnage dues here ? No.
330. Are there any dues on goods coming in or going out ? No. ’
331. Do you think the people here would like to pay any tonnage duties if this heavy expenditure were 
made ? I do not think so.
332. If you had an absolutely safe bar, so that vessels could come in and go out uninterruptedly, would 
not freight and insurance be reduced ? I am certain that goods would be carried for less money than at 
present.
333. Ought not the people to pay a little extra to meet the interest on outlay ? They would not look at 
it in that light.
334. Do you think the river has considerably improved since the works were commenced; and do you 
think they will continue to improve if they are carried out in their entirety ? Yes.

J. Kirkwood.

29 Mar., 1898.

Trederick John Davey, President, Progress Association, Tweed Biver, sworn, and examined:—* .
335. Mr. Blade.] Are you the President of the Tweed Eiver Progress Association ? Yes ; I am also F. J. Davey. 
secretary of the Terranora Cane-growers’ Association.
336. What is the object of the Progress Association ? Generally to help on the progress of any public 29 Mar., 1898. 
works, and to touch up our Member when requisite.
337. What is the object of the Cane-growers’ Association ? When you get to Murwillumbah you will 
get statistics with regard to the main river. It is rather with regard to Terranora that I wish to speak.
It is shown on the map as a mere creek, but Terranora is really a lake. It is a tidal broadwater a mile 
square. Then there is Coppokoi Broadwater, and the two together are the outcome of a very large water
shed. The waters would have a considerable effect on the use of the walls. They are tidal lakes, rather 
shallow, and only fitted for pulling boats. At Terranora we can fetch cane punts and droghers drawing 
5 ft. 6 in. of water at low water. The influence of the work already done has been very manifest there.
We have a much better-channel for getting out the cane. -
338. What is the depth at high water? It varies. In some places there are 30 and 40 feet of water.
In other places there are only 2 inches of water sometimes. Terranora itself will be a great cane- -
growing country. If the cane lands up the river were put to other uses, we could take the company’s ' 
mill and find use for it. The other broadwater, Coppokoi, is capable of carrying on a very large dairying 
industry.
339. How long have you been in the district ? About nineteen years. I was for about two years at 
Tumbulgum. Latterly I have been at Terranora.
340. Is all the land in your locality taken up ? Yes ; all the land immediately fronting the river.
341. What about the land further back ? Some of it is still in the hands of the Government; nearly all 
of it is good land.
342. How do you account for so much of it being idle ? We had 2,700 acres prepared for cane in 1894, 
but the company finding themselves rather overborne with cane in other portions of the river desired to 
fix a limit, so that there should only be 200 acres. They enlarged it to 250 acres afterwards. We had 
over 800 acres ready to plant at that moment. It is for that reason that we are rather in the cold.
343. Could you not have had a co-operative mill ? We made an attempt in that way ; but we did not 
succeed. With regard to the state of the river near the island, between Chindera and Cave Point, I was 
stuck there with an empty boat, about eighteen years ago, for the whole of the night. About this time 
twelve months I went up in a steamer, over the same place, as far as Cudgen. This shows the very great 
improvement which has been made.
344. What is your opinion about the dairying industry ? I am a fruit-grower.
345. Where do you find a market ? Partly on the river and partly in Sydney. I have friends there, who 
like to get their fruit pure and wholesome, and I send my fruit to Sydney. I grow pines, bananas, man
goes, strawberries, and a good many other fruits, in small quantities.
346. Have you any trouble in getting your fruit away ? Yes ; I would do better if I were certain of 
getting it away.
347. How many acres do you cultivate for fruit ? About 20 acres. I get most returns from bananas
and pineapples. I have crops all the year round from those two fruits. I grow the Queensland pine
apple. '
348. How are your neighbours utilising the land ? Such as are left are growing cane ; but when the 
company put on a limit the great majority of them went out. They spent all their money in preparing 
land for cane.
3 19. When was this limit put on ? In 1894. The railway line had been completed a year or so before, 
and they were getting a large influx of cane from along the line, and it was cheaper to get it from there 
than from Terranora. 350.
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F. J. Davey. 350. Chairman?^ Did sucli a state of things actually exist;—the mill-owners suppressed an area, that 
came under cultivation, or, in other words, was their capacity only sufficient to treat a certain quantity of 

29 Mar.,1898, cane p They had only a certain capacity in the mil!, and that capacity was fulfilled.
851. Mr. Blaak.'] Do you know the date of that ? About April, 1894.
352. The Dibbs Ministry was still in power ? Yes. _ _
353: This notice was given to the sugar-growers in consequence of the company being aware that their 
mill only had sufficient capacity to deal with the cane produced on a certain number of acres, and any 
quantity produced in excess of that would necessitate the duplication of their machinery ? Yes ; it was 
intended at that time to duplicate it.
354. Is there another mill situated at Cudgen ? That mill belongs to Dobb & Co.
355. Are they more liberal? A large proportion of Kobb& Co.’s cane is produced by themselves. They 
take a certain quantity of cane from the farmers immediately surrounding them ; but they do not have 
any influence over the cane districts on the whole of the river. It is more of a local concern. The 
company only allowed the Terranora growers 200 acres out of 2,717 acres.
356. Was that the proportion which they preserved in their ultimatum to the cane-growers throughout 
the district generally ? Yes ; with regard to the districts which came newly into cultivation.
357. Did they put any limit on the older growers ? No ; they had their contracts with the older growers, 
and they had no legal right to make a limit there. These were new lands just coming into cultivation.
358. What labour do they employ in cane-growing ? All white labour with the exception of the men
who thresh the cane, which is a work only fitted for coloured races. _
359. Whom do they employ ? A certain number of kanakas, and a good many Assyrians and other 
Asiatics. I think there are too many of them. The whole of the cane work, with the exception of 
threshing, is suitable for white men.
360. What about chipping ? That can be done by white men. I have done a good deal of it myself, and 
I am not a strong man.
361. Do they employ kanakas and Asiatics because they are physically strong? No ; but they can stand 
the vapour bath which exists in damp weather amongst the cane.
362. You see the plans on the wall in connection with this scheme ;—as far as your judgment as a layman 
carries you, do you think they are so designed as to prove a benefit ? I think so. In New Zealand I was 
an assistant in the drafting office of the Auckland Harbour Board for some years, and I had experience

• in this sort of work, and had to read up on the subject, and I think these plans could not be bettered.
363. The timber-growing industry is not what it used to be here ? No.
364. Is that caused largely by the fact that the best of the timber is cut out ? Undoubtedly.
385. Will it only be a matter of time before all the marketable timber, cedar especially, will be gone ? Yes.
366. Has there been nothing done to conserve timber or to make plantations ? Not on this river. There 
was a forest reserve here, but I think it has been broken into.
367. What is a sufficient area for a farmer to live on apart from fruit-growing ? 100 acres would keep
a man in a very good position. He would want 40 or 50 acres for cultivation and about 50 acres for 
grass land.
368. What is the area necessary for cane-growing ? A man working by himself with a pair of good
horses can attend to 15 or 20 acres of cane land, and that will take him all his time in the growing 
season. _ _
369. Will that support him and his family ? Yes; it is nearly all first-class cane land. The farmer is paid 
by the weight, not by the return.
370. Where do you grow the cane with the greatest density ? On the hills. There you have no frost, 
and that is the greatest advantage.
371. Is it a fact that the policy of the Sugar Company encourages the production of inferior cane;—•

' ' if they pay by weight does it not encourage the growth of heavy cane of greater size on the average,
but yet inferior in sugar-producing capacity ? Their inspectors are autocrats, who compel you to grow 
certain sorts of cane just as they please. They select those varieties to produce density. After you 
have got a cutting or two you may be compelled to plough it up. ' That was in the days of the contracts; 
now there are none.
372. Which is the land that grows the best sugar-cane ? The hill land.
373. What is your idea about the dairying industry here ? That it has been quite a god-send at a time 
when the sugar-cane disease, and the loss of the duty, and various other causes, put the cane industry back.
374. Where is the market for the dairying produce ? There is a creamery at Murwillumbah, and another 
at Byron. Bay.
375. Where is the butter sent ? To Sydney chiefly.
376. In producing sugar, has not the land to be rested ? No, that is very rarely the case. It may be the 
case on the river.
377. Have you any idea as to what number of years you could produce cane without resting ? I saw
cane on the river, where they had been growing cane for eighteen years on the same land, and there never 
was better cane. _
378. Is not that exceptional? The soil seems to have wonderful capacity for taking up after a set back. 
The place I refer to was on a river flat.
379. In dairying, do they chiefly graze the cattle, or do they feed them? They feed them. They would
not be able to keep the cattle during the winter time without food. They generally put the food in small 
plantings and cut it fresh ; they have successive crops. .
380. Have you mild winters here ? Yes. «
381. You have frosts on the flats, but not on the hills ? Yes.
382. Is this a pig industry which is flourishing here ? Yes; where corn and milk are cheaply produced, 
pigs will pay.
383. Mr. Clarke.'] Did you say that the Sugar Company refused to take cane, beyond what was planted 
on a certain area ? Yes.
384. What was the reason ? Because their mill was already rather over-supplied.
385. Did they intend to duplicate the machinery? They spoke about doing so.
386. Do you thiuk the removal of the duties had any effect on their action in that case ? It is very hard 
to say. I think the company are very deep, and I would not presume to enter into their minds.
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387. Mr. Trickett.'] You spoke of black labour ;—does the Sugar Company employ black labour ? I have l1- J- Davey. 
seen the Sugar Company employing black labour ; whether they do so now, I cannot say.
388. When did you see them do so ? It was perhaps five or sis years ago. They had some blackfellows 2y Mar., 1898.
chipping. ‘ .
389. 5Tou do not know if they employ them now ? No.
390. Do the settlers employ black labour ? Yes ; most of them.
391. Do you go near the Sugar Company’s mills sometimes ? No ; not recently.
392. As a man livicg on the river, and as President of the Progress Committee, I should think you ought 
to be able to state at the present time whether they employ black labour at the Sugar Company’s mill ?
All I know is that I have not heard of their employing black labour recently.
393. Do they carry out any operations here under the halves system ? Some of the small dairymen,
I believe, have been in charge of their dairies on the halves system, but that has been a mere private 
business.
394. Under the system by which the owner of the land supplies the stock and working implements and 
the dairymen take charge of the dairy, the profits being divided ? To a certain extent.
395. Is it successful ? Sometimes. It is the owner of the land who generally gets tired of it first.
396. As President of the Progress Association, you must be aware that a large sum of money ha.s been 
already spent on these works, and that it is proposed by the scheme submitted to us to spend a further 
sum of £40,000 ;—as a man in a public position, can you tell us in what way the Government are to get 
any benefit from the expenditure.? We have been accustomed to think that the opening up of the far aw'ay 
lands and the back-blocks was in itself conducive to the wellfare of the whole country. With regard to 
tonnage dues, I do not think the people here would make any objection if they saved something appre
ciable in the cost of freight and insurance.
397. That would not amount to much under the present state of affairs ;—what is the prospective advan
tage to be derived by the community generally from spending this large sum of money in this district?
Por instance, there would be an advantage to Sydney in getting supplies as far as we could give them.
Sydney is as much interested in this question as we are. It is not a purely local business.
398. Will there be a large population here ? The population has been increasing largely within the last 
few years, and I do not see why it. should stop doing so.
399. There is a plan on the wall showing the alienated land ;—where is the large population to live, seeing 
that all the land near the river has been already sold ? Although the land has been sold, it is still capable 
of carrying a very much larger population. Much of the land will be cut up and sold or leased.
400. Have you worked out any figures or statistics to guide the Committee in that direction ? No ; I 
considered that you would get better statistics at Murwillumbah.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—SAEBOUE WOEKS AT TWEED EIVEE. 15

William Henry Wilson, storekeeper, Tweed Heads, sworn, and examined:—
401. Mr. Clarice.'] Have you any statement to give to the Committee as to the advisability of further w.H.Wilson, 
improving the navigation of the Tweed Eiver ? I can say that the improvements already carried out _ a —^ 
have benefited us very much. I have been benefited myself directly by getting cheap freights and better 29 Mar., 1898. 
communi cation.
402. You do not experience so much delay in getting vessels in and out as you did before? Not nearly 
so much. I think that now one steamer will average about seven trips in two months. At one time it 
used to be about four or five.
403. What has that been caused by ? The training-walls have made the entrance so much better.
404. Has it been the means of reducing the rate of freight to and from Sydney ? Yes. When I started 
here between,six and seven years ago the freight was 25s. and 80s. a ton; now it is 15s. 6d. by steamer.
405. Is it not less than that at present ? No ; flour is carried for 12s. 6d. If you got 200 or 300 tons 
of coal, I suppose you would get it cheaper.
406. We have had some evidence that the rate was from 10s. to 12s. 6d. ? I have not got it for that.
407. If the navigation of the river were improved, would not the natural result be that freights would be 
much cheaper than at present? Certainly; and we could get faster steamers. Steamers have had to be 
built so that they would not draw much water, and you could not get speed.
408. What are the products generally grown on the river in this neighbourhood ? The greatest is sugar
cane ; then comes dairying, which is in vogue now.
409. Is any maize grown on the river?’ Not a great quantity. Although it grows well, I believe the 
farmers do not go in for it. The reason they give is that the freight to Sydney is too high, and it is not 
always a certainty that the steamers will get out when the corn is brought down. Of late years I do not 
think they have tried it. The land is capable of producing good maize, as good as on the South Coast.
410. Is it more affected with weevil than the South Coast maize? Yes.
411. Is that one of the principal reasons for not growing it ? The farmers told me that they had to keep 
the maize so long that weevils got into it, but now they could get it away much better.
412. Is the timber trade carried on to any great extent ? Not nearly so much as when I came here.
They do not seem to be able to get the same price for the timber as they used to. I do not think it is so 
easily obtained.
413. Is the cedar extinct ? It is very far back, and the price is much lower than it was when it was
plentiful. •
414. Has the population increased very much in this district ? It has increased a great deal since I came 
here twelve years ago.
415. Are you aware of people coming from the southern part of the colony ? Yes ; several people have 
come here from Illawarra looking for dairy farms.
416. Are they generally engaged in dairying pursuits ? Yes ; they bring up cattle of their own.
417. Do you think dairying is as profitable as other industries, particularly sugar-growing ? It all depends 
upon whether you have the best land for growing cane. On the river banks the frost touches the cane 
sometimes, and the land there is more suitable for dairying. The high land is better for sugar-cane.
418. Could a family make a decent living on 40 acres of good land growing cane ? Yes ; at the price cane 
has been, provided, of course, that the land is good.
419. Can a- family live as comfortably on 40 acres of dairying land? I think it requires more land for
dairying. 420.
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W.H. Wilson. 420. Does it not also require more capital ? Tes, and more hands to work it. One man could work 40
'--- ----- n acres for cane where it would take two or three for dairying. Forty acres is too small for a dairy farm.

29 Mar., 1898. 421. Then if the sugar industry fails the population would not be likely to increase ? There is plenty' of 
' land available yet for dairying. '

422. Do you think it is likely to increase ? I think it is almost sure to. _ _
423. Is dairying carried on to any great extent on shares or halves ? I do not think it is to any great
extent; I know of a few cases by hearsay. . .
424. What is the value of land per acre in this district in its original state, and also when cleared within
a reasonable distance of a river or railway? The land is all taken up about the river, but in the back there 
is land available. That shows that the land near the river is the most valuable. In the hilly country 
there is land available, say, 3 miles back. I am speaking of Terranora to the west of the Broadwater. Any 
available would be taken up readily. ■

1G ’ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

William Mackay Charles, farmer, Terranora, sworn, and examined
W.M.Charles. 425. Chairman.'] Where do you reside ? At Terranora, 5 miles from here.

42G. How long have you been a resident ? Sixteen years.
29 Mar., 1898. 427. Do you think there would be any justification for carrying out the proposed works r Tes ; for the 

reason that the works so far carried out have effected a great improvement. At Terranora we could not 
get cane away until the upper part of the wall was erected. Before the works were carried out, I had 
ridden over a portion of the Terranora Creek, where there is now 9 feet of water. The works from Rocky 
Point down to the island close to the mouth of Terranora Creek have benefited us. AVhen we approached 
the Colonial Sugar Co. first, and asked them to take the cane from Terranora Creek, we were told they 
could not do so, that there was no way of getting it across the fiat, but that when sufficient dredging was 
done they would take it. _
428. Are we to understand that the construction of the training-wall on the eastern side, down as far as, and 
below the junction of Terranora Creek, and the works at the mouth of Terranora Creek, has had the effect 
of deepening the water which has admitted the Sugar Company’s barges and steamers, and enabled them to 
go there for cane, and that in that respect it has been a benefit to the growers in Terranora Creek ? A. es. 
4-29. Have yon not derived allVhe benefit you require ? Ho ; in this way :—The Colonial Sugar Company 
promised to take a certain area of cane, and if they had carried out that promise, instead of taking only 
the quantity grown on 200 acres they would have taken what was grown on over 2,000 acres..
430. What bearing had the refusal of the Sugar Company to take the cane on the question' of harbour
improvement;—did they refuse to take the cane on account of the imperfect navigation of the river? 
.No ; but at that time they intended to duplicate their mill, and they promised certain farmers that they 
would take their cane. .
431. How many acres are therein that locality capable of growing cane? Over 3,000 acres; quite enough
to keep a large mill going. . .
432. As a .matter of fact, has there ever been more than two sugar-mills in the district ? Tes; there was
one at Tumbulgum, but it has been closed for a few years. There is another at Cudgen. That makes four 
altogether. Collier’s mill closed the year before last. . .
433. For what reason ? I think Robb’s mill at Cudgen agreed to crush the cane. Collier got into 
difficulties.
434. Is Robb’s mill large, and is the company’s mill at Condong large ? Tes.
435. Have they superseded all others ? Tes. .
433. If there were more mills would there be more cane grown ? Tes ; I daresay that is the case. .
437. At the present time there are two sugar mills in existence, and they are not capable of dealing with
the cane that could be grown in the district ? Tes, that is true. .
438. The product of the sugar-cane, together with all other products from this district, are at present
conveyed from the river to Sydney by about forty-eight trips of a sailing vessel and eighty-one trips of a 
steamer in the course of a year ? Tes. ' .
439. That produce is able to find its way to market by the river at present;—does not that imply that 
the capacity of the entrance and the suitability of the river at present are sufficient for the produce ? 'Not

, at all. .
440. Would you point out to the Committee what, in your opinion, would be the result if the works were
carried out and larger steamers were to ply here ? If a bettor state of things prevailed we should have a 
far larger number of boats trading to the river. There are often delays even now, which are caused by 
the river being in a bad state. _
441. It has been put before us that the sugar going out and coal coming in arc the large items of trade — 
unless the sugar trade develops how is the shipping business to increase ?. I think myself a compromise 
will be made m connection with the sugar industry. I do not think the sugar industry is going to fail. 
I think we can grow cane with a duty of (say) £3 per ton. I think there has been a good deal of bluff 
about the Sugar Company.
442. It is held by some that if the duties come off the produce of the district will go down ;—are you of 
opinion that sugar will continue to be grown here ? Yes ; because we have good land on the hills where 
we can grow cane equal in density to that grown 100 miles further north.
443. Is the Tweed country looked upon as more suitable for the grow'th of cane than the Richmond ? 
This country is better than the Clarence, but on the Richmond the land is very similar to the land on the 
Tweed. I have heard that the density is much higher on the hills than on the flats. It is only within the 
last few years that they have started to grow on the hills (say) five years.
444. AYhat inconvenience do the farmers suffer from at the present time ;—are they handicapped by
heavy freights or by the bad entrance ? Take the case of maize ; there will be a good deal of maize sent 
from here this year. If the sugar industry went down, the flats would be all cultivated with maize, and 
would be used for dairying. ' _ _
445. Do you remember that some years ago, when the G-overnment contemplated making a railway from 
Murwillumbah to Lismore, it was urged then by the residents of the Tweed that if the railway were made 
maize-growing would be largely entered into ;—has that been the case ? Tes, to a certain extent, because 
there was a very large local consumption here while the line was being made.
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446. Now that the line has been completed is maize grown for the market ? Yes.
447. In a largely increased quantity ? Tes; this year alone, I think, a very large quantity will be sent Charles.
to Sydney. The consumption on the river is very great in connection with the sugar industry, because oqM^isqs 
horses have to be fed. »■ ar'’ ’
44S. Do you think you could compete with such rivers as the Manning, the Macleay, and others, which
are closer to Sydney ? Their freights are cheaper, but we shall have to do something for a living.
449. Do you hold the opinion that the quality of the land in this district and the normal rainfall are such 
that the land can be cultivated profitably in growing anything which is capable of being grown here ?
Tes ; we have everything in our favour. .
450. Has the district made much progress, or has it been a fight and a hand to mouth existence for most 
of the settlers ? It has made great progress.
451. Beyond giving the settlers a certain outlet for their produce, how would the construction of these 
works contribute to their advancement ? Cheap freights would be a means of settling people on the 
land. We have a good many acres of unalienated land, which would be utilised for dairy purposes.
452. Supposing that in the course of time there might be federation between all the colonies, and you 
had railway communication from Southport here, joining with our system, would not a large proportion 
of your trade be likely to find its way to Brisbane for sale or shipment ? A certain amount of trade 
would go to Brisbane. We would then be placed in a corresponding position to Illawarra with regard to 
Sydney. We would be able to do a large milk trade with Brisbane.
453. Supposing you were large exporters of butter, would you not adopt that route ? No ; our. freights 
would be cheaper.
454. What would be the distance by rail from Murwillumbah, via Tweed Heads, to South Brisbane ?
Seventy-two miles to South Brisbane.
455. Prom the Tweed to Sydney by steamer, and from the Tweed to Brisbane by rail, which would be the 
cheapest freight ? Prom the Tweed Biver to Sydney.
456. Do you think that that will determine the route for produce, and that consequently it is likely to go
to the metropolitan market ? Tes. "
457. Tou are aware that everything will hinge upon the cheapness of transit? Tes.
458. Do you see any danger to the country, in the course of years, if we should expend a large sum of 
money on this port, and from any cause it may be divested of its usefulness ? No.
459. The nearest you can think of would be a railway to Brisbane, and you are sure that will not have 
such an effect ? Tes.
460. Would you approve of the construction of a railway from here to Sydney by the North Coast ? Tes.
461. Would you send your produce by that line? No ; we might send perishable produce.
462. If you could send your produce more cheaply by water than by rail, would you send it by water ?
Tes ; it would be the cheapest and best for certain products.
463. Which would you prefer, a good port or a long-distance railway ? I should prefer to have a good 
port.
464. Do you think that is the general opinion of the residents of the Tweed district ? Tes.
465. Is there any trade between Brisbane and here by water ? No.
466. Are there times when maize and other products in this district are bought for the Brisbane market ?
No.
467. Is there any reciprocity between yourselves and the large market in Brisbane ? We get our fat stock 
from Queensland ; they are driven by road.
468. Do you feel that your interests are identical with the metropolitan market of your own Colony or 
with Queensland ? With our own Colony, and the desire is to keep up that connection.
469. Do you think that your market can be best maintained by giving you water carriage by means of a 
good port? Tes.
470. Do you speak confidently as to what would result from making a good port ? Tes.
471. Do you think there is room for the population to increase tenfold in this district ? Tes.
472. Do you think there will be a larger population here ? Tes; we have large areas held by people who 
are doing nothing with the land.
473. Is it impoverishing them ? Tes ; those areas are being cut up.
474. Are people taking advantage of the provision of the Land Act which enables selectors to sell por
tions of their conditional purchases ? Tes; and a lot of land which is in the hands of the banks is 
being sold.
475. Are these sales bringing in new people, or are the old selectors increasing their holdings ? It is 
being taken up by new people.
476. Do you think that will go on to any extent? Tes; the only thing that would stop the increase of 
population to a great extent would be the fall of the sugar industry.
477. Supposing that the growing of cane absolutely stopped, would it follow that the production of the 
district would have to stop also ? It would impair it to a great extent. It would be a terrible check to it.
478. Until something else took its place ? Tes.
479. But owing to the great fertility of the soil something is sure to take its place ? Tes.
480. Is dairying the next thing ? Tes ; but it is not equal to sugar-cane.
481. Are you growing sugar-cane.? I started to grow cane. The company promised to take cane from 
me, but they afterwards refused.
482. What price were you to get ? 12s. 6d. per ton for two-year old cane delivered into the punt.
483. Would that pay ? Tes, handsomely. ■
484. What is the lowest price you could take to-day ? I could grow it at Terranora for 9s. per ton.
485. Is that one reason why you think the sugar industry will not die out here ? Tes. '
486. That is to say, the sellers could afford to take less and still make a profit ? Tes, in favourable places.
487. Mr. Trickett.] Do I understand from your answers that the prosperity or otherwise of this district 
is held in the palm of the hand of the Sugar Company ? There is a great deal in that.
488. Although there are two or three other mills held by other people? There is only one other mill It is 
some distance from the river, and is working to its full capacity.
489. How long have the Sugar Company had mills on the river ? Before my time.
490. Did they go on without any trouble, as to price or otherwise, until recently ? Tes.
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W. M. Is there any prospect of the company enlarging their operations, ami did they assign any reason
Charles. fGr taking your cane ? Yes ; they assigned as a reason at the time that the duty was coming off sugar. 

9,q”ivr'"7sq8 492. Have they made any overtures to you to go on growing cane ? I saw a letter by Mr. Knox, 
or'’ ‘ published the other day, in which they offered to give the same price for cane if a duty of £3 per ton is 

retained. That was a circular letter. That is provided the caue is equal to the density of a certain year. 
I think it was 1893.
493. What became of your cane which the company would not take ? I cut it for my cows.
494. Was that a great loss to you ? Yes ; but it was very good fodder for the cows. _ ,

• 495. Who employs black labour in the district ? The farmer employs black labour for stripping.
490. Does the Sugar Company employ any black labour ? No.
497. How long have you been engaged in farming ? Sixteen years. _ ,
498. What has been your experience as to its prosperity ? When I came here I felled the scrub, with 
the intention of going into sugar-cane growing ; but at that time there were a number of small mills in 
existence, and after being here twelve months I foresaw the failure of that process with the open-pan 
system. I then decided to have nothing to do with the small mills. I then went on clearing land, in the 
hope of growing cane for the Colonial Sugar Company. I then went in for grazing.
499. Has that been successful? Yes, fairly; dairying has paid me very well. . , ,
500. Would not the company take your cane ? No ; they had no means of taking it away at that time, 
but the harbour improvements have opened up the creek.
501. Do you look upon yourself as a successful man in the district ? No ; because I have made several
mistakes. If I were starting again I would know better what to do ; but I think that I am now doing 
fairly well. I am now dairying combined with the buying and selling of cattle. I have 700 acres, which 
has been too much. If I had had less land I should have been in a better position to-day. My land is 
conditional purchase, with about 8s. or 9s. per acre to pay to the Crown on it. ,
502. Is the process of clearing the land very costly ? About £3 or £4 per acre. That is to fell and 
plant with grass, and let time help to clear it. The scrub trees decay rapidly. It is thrown down and 
fire run through it. If you have a wet season it may have to stand over for a year, and then it is rebrushed.
503. A settler coming here in a wet season might have to wait for two years before he could do anything 
with his land ? Yes ; you require capital.
504. Yet you think it is a district that will progress ? Yes ; I came here ten or twelve years too soon. 
Those coming here now are reaping the benefit of the work done by the pioneers. There are now better 
facilities. When I came here there was no way of getting produce to market. Now we have creameries 
established.
505. But, seeing that sugar is the staple product of the district, how can you reconcile your views as to the
progress of the district with the falling off in the sugar industry ? The two things would work together 
easily, that is, sugar-growing and dairying. , ,
506. But you say that the sugar industry is falling off ? It will fall off if the price goes down, and if the
Sugar Company cannot afford to pay a certain price. , ,
507. Comparing the result of an acre of land under sugar and an acre of land used for dairying, what 
would be the difference ? It would be greatly in favour of the sugar industry.
508. What does sugar land produce per acre? Thirty to forty tons of two-year old cane. Roughly 
speaking that would be about 5s. per ton net profit after deducting all expenses. That was when the 
company’s price was 12s. 6d. per ton.
509. Chairman.'] Presuming that the present mills remain, does it not follow that they will not be able, 
unless they increase the capacity of their mills, to deal with more than 2,700 acres of cane land, and if 
the cane industry is to increase very largely, is it not clear that there must be an increased number 
of mills, or that the present mills must increase their capacity? Yes; the present mills must increase 
their capacity.
510. You may have 10,000 or 20,000 acres suitable for cane-growing, but if you can only get 3,000 acres 
of cane crushed will not that limit the production of the district ? Yes.
511. But your argument all through seems to be that the cane industry will stand, and will be profitable
if all the available sugar lands are put under sugar-cane ? Yes; but there must be a certain amount of 
duty. ___________________ _______

WEDNESDAY, 30 MADGE, 1898.
\The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Murwillumbah, at 2 y>.?re.] ■

jprrsrnt:—
CHARLES ALFRED LEE, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. | Henry Clarke, Esq.
George Black, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed River.

William Rodgers Isaacs, landowner, Murwillumbah, sworn, and examined :—
W. R. Isaacs. 512. Chairman!] What is your occupation ? I am late manager of the Colonial Sugar Refining Company ;

I am also a large landowner in the district, and I have retired.
30 Mar., 1898. 513 How long have you been in the district ? Twenty years.

1 514. During that time have you been always engaged in the sugar industry ? Yes; up to the present 
time in the employ of the company. ■
515. Therefore, you are thoroughly acquainted with that industry ? Yes.
516. Will you tell us how many acres of sugar were under cultivation when you came here, and how 
many there are at the present time ? Having retired, I do not think it is advisable for me to give evidence 
in connection with the sugar industry at all. I will give evidence of a general character and particularly 
with regard to the dairying industry.
517. What can you tell us about the dairying industry in the Tweed? I can give information as to the 
area of registered dairies, the number of registered dairies, the cows, and with reference to the extension
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of the industry. The figures,I have are taken out for the present year. The area of registered dairies W. B.^Isaacs, 
at present is 13,760. That is all practically centered in the Tweed for purposes of business. I do not A
mean to say that the whole of that land is clear, and it is being used for dairying. As you know, under ar-> 1
the Registered Dairies’ Supervision Act, you have to state the area of land you are dealing with. . The 
number of cows milking at present is 1,370, and the number of dry cows connected with these dairies is
780. The number of registered dairies is 62 ; the carrying capacity of the 13,760 acres would be one 
cow to an acre. The return per cow per month would be from 8s. to 10s. I consider that the extension 
of the industry, which is only at present in its infancy, would, within the next three years, be 50 per cent.
518. On what do you base that belief ? Because, practically speaking, the industry has only been in
existence for about two years. At the beginning of that period I do not suppose 300 cows were being 
milked ; now there are 1,370. _
519. Then the dairying industry is entirely a new one as a means of livelihood in this district ? Tes ;
quite new. _
520. Has it started since the duties on sugar have been reduced ? I cannot say that. I think it was 
only last July that the duties came off, and the industry is about two years old.
521. That was when it was known that the duties would be taken off ? I do not say that for a moment.
Duty or no duty, I believe the industry would have started, and I speak from personal knowledge.
522. Do you think the removal of the duties has had nothing whatever to do with the starting of the
dairying industry ? Tes. . _
523. How do you know that that is a fact ? Because I am personally interested in the dairying industry.
I would have started dairying, duty or no duty. ,
524. Tou are quite sure that 1,370 cows would have been milked at the present time if the sugar duties 
had remained, as they were ? I would not like to go so far as that, although I think I might do so.
525. Who are the people who have come here and started the industry ? I do not suppose the industry
would have been started at all had it not been for the construction of the railway, because the farmers 
would not otherwise have had an outlet for their produce. The first start given to the industry was the 
fact that the farmers were able to send their milk to Byron Bay. _ _
526. Where does it go now ? A large proportion goes to the factory in the neighbourhood of this town, 
but the railway started it in the first instance.
527. Does it go by way of the railway now? Not the bulk of it; we now have a factory in the town
which has been put up within the last few months. ‘ .
528. Where does the butter go to ? To Sydney by steamer, and by a very roundabout way, because the 
butter has to be droghered down in the first instance with a great deal of delay from Murwillumbah to 
Cave Point, where it is put on board the steamer, and it is then taken to Sydney. That necessitates 
having cooling chambers on the drogher and the steamer, whereas if the steamer could come up to Mur
willumbah a great deal of that delay could be avoided.
529. When you speak of the industry starting at the same time as the railway, you do not indicate that 
as the outlet for the produce ? If the railway had not been made to Byron Bay, where there was a 
factory, the industry could not have been carried out here. That was a means of outlet. Now, however, 
we have a factory in this district.
530. Is there only one? Tes ; in Murwillumbah.
531. Is all the cream sent to that factory ? The bulk of it is. A few people send their cream to Byron 
Bay still.
532. Are the men who are carrying out the dairying industry people who were formerly on the river 
engaged in any particular occupation, or are they new-comers ? Some are new-comers, but I think the 
majority are old hands. Some have been working men, and some farmers. They have been engaged in 
various occupations.
533. Are they mep who were sugar-growers, and who have now become dairymen ? I think some of 
them have been sugar-growers. Some are combining the two things.
534. Before we came here, we were told that the people were abandoning sugar-growing and going in for 
dairying;—can you give us any idea as to the extent of that transition ? There is no doubt that the area 
of cane has been greatly restricted owing to the threats.
535. We do not want that, we want the facts ? The possible extinction of the sugar industry might 
induce some to go in for the dairying industry.
536. Have they gone from sugar-growing to dairying to any great extent ? I cannot say that there has 
been a great number—there might have been only a few. There is a large area of country on the Tweed 
which is climatically not suitable for cane-growing, where the company has absolutely refused to take 
cane. Therefore, these people are forced to go into some other industry.
537. Did the people who went into the dairying industry own the land, and had they to clear it for 
themselves, or did they lease it ? In the majority of cases I think the men owned the land. Some are 
leasing it.
538. What were they doing with the land before they began dairying? In most instances they could 
do nothing with it—there was no outlet. •
539. If we have been informed that there has been a great falling off of sugar-growing for sometime past,. 
and that dairying has been substituted for it, that is not your belief ? It has fallen off to some extent, 
but I cannot say whether great or small. It may have been to a greater extent than I am aware of.
540. Are the dairying people doing well ? Prom what they tell me I think that on the whole they are 
very well satisfied.
541. What area do they occupy as a rule ? The registered dairies vary very much, from as low as 30 acres 
up to about 1,000 acres.
542. What area do the small holders occupy ? I should think from 50 acres to 150 acres.
543. Would a man with 100 acres, carrying 100 cows, earn £600 a year ? Tes; he would upon my figures.
544. Do you think that a man with 100 acres does earn that ? No. I am only giving a Sort of general 
idea, because he has to depend on climate to a great extent.
545. The amount you gave us would be the gross return ? Tes ; expenses would have to be taken from it.
546. What is dairying land worth per acre ? That is a very hard question to answer, because it is almost 
impossible at the present time to either sell or lease.
547. Why ? Because, I suppose, there are not people to take up the land.
548. Is it not a fact that most of the good land near the river has been already alienated ? Tes.
549. Are the people who have large areas trying to sell their land ? I think so. 550.
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550. Do you ever have any auction sales ? There have not been any of late, but there may be plenty of 
properties in the hands of people for private sale.
551. You have made a bald statement that in three years the dairying industry will increase by 50 per 
cent.;—does that apply to people coming to the district, or to people who already have land ? It may 
apply to some who will come to the district and those who are already here.
552. If a man came to the district what would he have to pay for 100 acres suitable for dairying ? He 
ought to get it at from £4 to £5 per acre, partially cleared.
553. And sown with grass ? With the ordinary grass on it.
554. What does it cost per acre to partially clear and fence it and sow grass ? £5 an acre.
555. That would be another £5 an acre, and a house would cost £50 or £100 ? Yes.
556. Are many of these people coming here at present? Ho.
557. This Committee is making an inquiry involving the expenditure of a very large sum of money ;—we 
want to know how the G-overnment is to be recouped for the outlay; as this is not a revenue-producing 
work we want to see how the district is going to build up these industries which you say will increase to 
such a large extent;—can you tell us, beyond the mere expression of opinion, how the district is going to 
improve to such an extent as to increase the population and the products, which will be an indirect means 
of helping the country ? I can only answer the question by saying that my experience of the district has 
been that it has gone ahead to a great extent, and I do not think the class of people who are here will 
stop short in future, because it will not pay them to keep their land idle.

20 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Russell Dowling, manager, Colonial Sugar Refining Company’s Mill, Condong, sworn, and examined:—
55S. Mr. Black.'] Can you state the area now producing cane which is under contract to the Sugar 
Company ? There are no contracts with the Sugar Company just now; they have been all cancelled.

30 Mar., 1898. 559. Can you give me the area under sugar in the district ? Quoting from memory, the area is something 
over 4,000 acres.
560. Is that the total area in the district? No ; that is as far as the company is concerned.
561. Do you arrive at that area only because that amount of cane was previously cultivated under con
tracts of the company ? Yes ; there were contracts existing last year for that quantity of cane.
562. Is that an increase on previous years ? No ; it is a decrease.
563. What is the greatest area you have known to be under cane in this district ? Something over 5,000 
acres.

' 564. What is the greatest area of cane that could be treated by your mill ? About 5,000 acres.
565. Then you have reached your maximum ? Yes ; at present.
566. In order to treat a greater quantity it would either mean an increase of power at your present mill 
or a duplication ? A duplication.
567. Then, so far as you are at present concerned, it is not likely that you will offer such inducement to 
the cane-growers as would lead them to increase the area under crop ? I think that question is not 
altogether in the company’s hands. It is a question of the policy of the G-overnment.
568. Do you mean that unless the sugar duties are retained it will not be part of the policy of the Sugar 
Company to extend their operations ? They will not be extended at all, as far as the company is 
concerned.
569. In the course of your dealings with the cane-growers have you observed any tendency to substitute 
dairying for cane-growing ? Only in cases of necessity where they cannot do anything else. They 
prefer cane-growing as far as I can understand them. There are certain low-lying lands not suitable for cane 
which suffer from frosts, and they might do better with that land by dairying. My dealings with the 
farmers lead me to think that they wish to keep on cane-growing.
570. Do you think that the lower lands, because of their being subject to frost, are not so well adapted 
for cane-growing as the higher lands ? It depends upon the season. Last year we practically had no 
winter at all, and the crops on the flats did exceptionally well. The previous year they were frosted badly.
571. Speaking from average experience, are the low-lying lands which are subject to frost as suitable for 
cane as the higher lands ? No ; but the proportion of low-lying lands is small compared with the higher 
levels. There is a larger area of land which is not frosted than there is of low-lying land which is subject 
to frost.
572. What is the relative proportion ? One-third low lying, and two-thirds high land free from frost.
573. Then there is only one-third of the area now used for cane-growing on low-lying land ? Yes ; but 
the one-third is not all subject to frosts, only the upper portion of the low-lying land is subject to frost— 
that is to say above Tumbulgum. Above that point there is more danger of frost than nearer the sea.
574. What proportion of the low-lying lands are in the frost area? I should say, roughly speaking, 
about one-sixth of the total. That is one-half of the low-lying land.
575. Is it fair to assume that those lands would, under any conditions, be devoted to dairying ? Not in 
all cases. Some of tbe low-lying land is subject to flood, and dairying would not be a success even there. 
Floods do not hurt the cane very much, but they would destroy grass and green feed for cattle.
576. How many years have you been on the Tweed ? About twelve years. ,
577. Have you been connected with the company all that time ? Yes.
578. During your experience has there been any delay in the transit of your sugar or in the arrival of 
steamers so as to seriously interfere with your trade? Of course on the bar there have been many 
interruptions and the shipping has been delayed. In bad weather ships can neither enter nor get away.
579. Prior to the improvement of the river, was there any obstruction to your operations in the collection 
of cane ? Yes, decidedly. At present we can navigate the creeks and rivers better than we ever could 
before. Last year was the best we ever had with reference to the navigation of the river and creeks.
580. Do you put that down to the improvements made in the river ? Decidedly.
581. Is the river sufficiently improved now for your purposes ? Not altogether.
582. In -what way does it lack improvement? The deepening of shoals, for instance, about Condong.
583. Are there two shallows between here and the Heads ? Yes ; one is at Condong Plat, and navigation
has been stopped by it. '
584. Apart from the removal of the shoals, as far as the Sugar Company is concerned, further improvement 
is not required ? I should not say that. The creeks are not yet as good as they might be.

W. R. Isaacs. 

30Mau, 1898.

R. Dowling.

585.
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585. Do you think any improvement of the river would improve the creek? Yes; it would give a better Dowling,
scour. '
586. Do you-think that the deepening of the river would cause a scour in the creeks ? Yes.
587. You do not ask for the dredging of the creeks ? The creeks are being dredged now, and I should 
like to see the work finished. The dredge has been in Terranora Creek, and there is a dredge now in the 
North Arm.
588. Do you think that the construction of breakwaters and training-walls at the entrance would in any 
way benefit the sugar industry ? Yes, because the shipping would be very much improved.
589. Do you think that is necessary for the sugar industry ? I know that at the present time the 
shipping is delayed, and that affects the company to a large extent. The company are the largest 
shippers, and it affects them principally when a vessel remains in port for a week.
590. Do you think that further improvement of the river at the expense of the State, all things being 
equal, would be beneficial to the district ? Decidedly, for the district as a whole ; that is in connection 
with the sugar industry.
591. Do you think that the benefit would be in any way commensurate with the expense ? That is a 
point I cannot answer.
592. Do you think that freights would be lowered if the river were so deepened that vessels of a larger 
tonnage could enter and could make trips with speed and regularity ? Decidedly.

Do you think freights would be lower ? Certainly; it is the insurance on account of the bad bar 
which causes a great deal of trouble.
594. What percentage do you think there would be in the lowering of freights and insurance ? I cannot 
give figures ; it would depend altogether on the nature of the improvements.

Chairman^] The nature of the proposed improvements is to construct a north breakwater and to 
continue the north training-wall almost to a junction with it, leaving an opening to get into the present 
northern channel, and also to continue the eastern training-bank for a certain distance, and then to 
extend it as a southern breakwater in anticipation of giving from 18 to 20 feet of water constantly at the 
entrance. With that knowledge, I should say the freights ought to be reduced by more than one quarter.
596. Mr. Slack!] There would be a sensible reduction ? Yes, a distinct reduction.
597. If there were such a reduction, do you think there would be any objection on the part of consignees 
of cargo to pay out of pure patriotism a tonnage rate for a partial recoupment of the Treasury ? I think 
if there are cheaper rates they could be asked to do so, but I do not know how they would take the 
proposal.
o98. If there were a reduction of 40 per cent., would they obiect to pay back 5 per cent, of that to the 
~T®as’i57 • . ^ 110^ fhink they ought to object, but people sometimes do object when they ought not to.
599. Would there be any public outcry ? I do not think so.
600. Mr. Clarke!] You say that the area of land under cane a y-^ar or two ago has considerably decreased;— 
can you give the Committee any idea as to the cause ? Yes ; the change of policy. The fall in price of 
£1 per ton last year was the chief reason why the area decreased. The people could not afford to grow 
the cane at the reduced price.
601. Is that the reason why your company is inclined to discontinue any further expenditure ? Yes ; on 
account of the reduction in the duty.
602. Mr. Trickett!] What do you regard as the staple industry of The Tweed ? Sugar-cane.
603. Not dairying ? The two can be combined successfully, but there are certain portions of The Tweed 
Diver, which are better for cane-growing than for dairying.
604. Have you noticed any increase in dairying lately ? Yes ; since the advent of the creamery at Byron 
Bay and the establishment of one here.
605. Have operations been satisfactory to the dairymen ? There is a very mixed feeling. Some succeed 
and some do not. Some men take up dairying when they are not ready. They hire cattle, or get them on 
the part payment system, bad weather sets in, and they lose everything.
606. Still this is a district eminently suitable for dairying ? Decidedly.
607. Which do the people prefer, cane-growing or dairying ? There are two classes. There is the class 
that cannot grow cane because they are not near the water, and they prefer dairying. They have no 
alternative. Those who can grow cane would prefer that to anything. You passed hilly country coming 
J1?' k°th sides of that there is a large quantity of cane, and there are many blocks of land on the high 
levels that are suitable for cane-growing. It grows amongst the stones. Cane-growing would be better 
than dairying at a certain price on that land.
608. At per acre, I suppose that cane-growing is far more profitable than dairying ? Yes; cane-growing 
yields on an average 20 tons per acre, which would give a man in favourable times 10s. per ton
609. What would be a first-class crop ? At one time 70 or 80 tons per acre could be obtained, but we 
call 45 to 50 tons per acre a good crop now-a-days.
610. - Is that because the land is impoverished ? No ; it is because the sweetest class of cane is cultivated, 
and it does not give such a heavy yield as the rank class of cane.
611. Is coloured labour necessary for growing cane ? Not for planting it or chipping it, but white men 
do not care tor thrashing the cane; it is very hard work. The cane lies down a great deal, and white 
men will not do the work.
612. And consequently coloured labour has to be employed for that ? Yes.
613. Does the company employ black labour ? No.

as we came along a large shallow patch opposite the company’s property; it was 
stated that the dredges were brought up for the purpose of deepening that part of the river, but that 
the people on either side, including your company, objected to the silt being shot on to the banks ;—is 
that so? I do not know the exact nature of the arrangement at the time. Mr. Isaacs, I think, could 
speak more fully about that. He had control of the matter in those days. As far as I can judge I do 
not see why the company should object to the shore being built up. J e >
615. It occurs to one that the deepening of that long shallow patch would be such a great benefit to all 
concerned, the company included, that one can hardly see why it should be objected to ? I cannot see 
myselt why there should be any objection to it.
616. It will b6 necessary to have that shallow part removed to enable the steamers to come up from 
Murwillumbah ? Yes ; that is the principal block now between Murwillumbah and Tweed Heads.

. ' 617.
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•B. Dowling. 617. In bringing up tbe large steamers, one of the principal items of economy would be in doing away 
“p with the droghers ? Yes; the result of improving the harb ur was experienced by us last year. 

30 Mar., ioQ8-gghoonerg came up to the wharf, although at one time you could scarcely get a sailing boat across the 
flats. .
618. In the transit of goods, who pays the drogher P The shipping firm makes a round charge which 
includes the drogherage.
619. Chairman.~] How long has the Condong Mill been built ? In 1880. _
620. How many other mills are there on this river ? There are two working and one idle. There are the 
Condong and Cudgen mills.
621. Does the sugar area which you gave us comprise the whole of the sugar grown or only that treated
by your mill ? Only what we are interested in. That is now 4,390 acres. _ _
622. You said that you looked upon sugar as the staple product. In the event of all other things being
equal, if the policy of the country be such as you urge to be necessary to maintain this industry, what do 
you think will be the ultimate output of cane on this river? I cannot say exactly. I can tell you what 
would have been the result if the duty had not been interfered with, and what were the arrangements 
before the duty was touched. That was, that the Condong mill was to be doubled, and that there was to 
be a largely increased area under cane. _
623. If the mill were doubled, what increased area would you require for cane ? We have manipulated
5,000 acres of cane with the one mill. I would not like to say that we would double that, but we would 
treat the cane from 7,000 or 8,000 acres. I cannot say now what the company will do. But we had

a arrangements with the people that they should grow up to a certain area two years ago. They, however,
never reached the limit owing to the interference with the duty.
624. Your mill was built seventeen years ago, and it has taken that time to produce 5,095 acres of cane ; 
that was prior to the remission of the duty ? Yes ; I think that can be explained. Dor a very long time 
it was considered that cane-growing on mountainous country would not be a success to the manufacturer. 
It was unknown whether it would be payable to the grower. It is only in recent years that cane-growing 
has gone ahead on the hills. That is the cause of the sudden increase. The river flats have given their 
full output all the time. The increase is all from the high country where the output can be still further 
increased if necessary.
625. Is there much of the hilly country which is capable of being brought under sugar ? Yes.
626. That is within the next year ? Yes.
627. Would there be sufficient there to keep your increased capacity going? We would have no trouble 
in finding a sufficient area.
628. Would there be sufficient virgin soil there to keep another mill going? I cannot say. As far as the 
company is concerned it has people growing all over the district where it would be very difficult for a 
separate mill to “ chip in.” Another mill would have to take a district for itself.
629. Your figures show that there would be a very considerable increase if certain things were done ;— 
large as that increase might be it would be hardly sufficient to justify the Government in spending an 
additional £50,000 on improving the river;—is there scope to go outside even the large increase you have 
mentioned ? We have not tapped all the cane-growing country in the neighbourhood of the railway line, 
and that country could furnish two or three times the area that we require for the increase I have 
mentioned. We have taken cane 10 miles from Lismore.
630. Can you deal with cane profitably at such a distance ? Yes ; but the price is reduced to the grower.
631. In the event of the sugar industry increasing, is there a likelihood of your company erecting mills 
in that direction or will they make arrangements to bring the cane here ? I cannot speak as to what the 
company will do. I can only say what they were prepared to do before the duty was touched.
632. If the company treated cane grown near Lismore it would be within the influence of the Richmond 
River or Byron Bay ;—our immediate duty is to inquire what is likely to be taken on this river ? The 
duplication of the mill would be at Condong. The only proposal was that the area should be increased 
on the railway line, and that the cane should come to the Condong Mill.
633. Up to the present time, with some slight inconvenience, you have been able to send all the produce 
of the mill by ordinary sailing vessels and steamers to Sydney ;—since the training-walls have been built 
has the delay been minimised ? Yes.
634. We know the number of sailing-ships and steamers that come to the river; the question put before 
the Committee is whether the works which have been constructed are sufficient to enable you to carry on 
your business, or whether, if better facilities were given, very much larger business would ensue ;—can 
you satisfy us upon that point ? I am afraid an answer would lead to complication, owing to the fact 
that the present state of the industry is very uncertain. The prospect now before the people on the 
river is that we are going away in 1899. The mills cease crushing in 1899 on the fall of the duties. How 
that will affect the river generally I cannot say.
635. You are not prepared to offer an opinion that will in any way bind your company, for whom you 
are not authorised to speak ? I could not bind them at all.
636. Are you clearly of opinion that in the event of the sugar industry being continued the exports from 
the river are likely to be largely increased, and that if the increase takes place, with the improvement of 
the port, the rate of freight will be considerably less ? I certainly think so.
637. Then, if your company were the sole manufacturers of sugar on this river, and they obtained the 
direct advantage of a decreased rate of freight on exports and coal, would you not be in a position to offer 
some further consideration to the sugar-growers ? I do not think that would be sufficient to enable us 
to take it up seriously in that way.
638. Your freight must be a very heavy item ? It is.
639. And as you say, insurance is also heavy;—if you obtain a considerable reduction in freight, would 
it not be very important to your company ? Yes ; but, of course, in all these matters I am not familiar 
with their ideas, and 1 could not speak about it with any certainty.
640. Are you of opinion that the present prospects of the district, and the district immediately surrounding 
this river, and their future prospects are such that, in your opinion, the country would be' justified 
in carrying out the proposed works to improve the harbour ? That depends a good deal upon the future 
of the industry. I am not prepared to give an opinion. I should say that if the industry is continued 
the money would be well spent.
641. Mr. Black.'] When do you crush the cane ? Rrom July to January. .
642. You have been crushing the product of 4,000 acres ? Yes. . 643.
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643. From how many thousand acres were you crushing in the period ending January, 1894 P I am Howling,
afraid I cannot quote it from memory. I should like to say that, in crushing and dealing with 4,000
acres, that is not crushed every year. Some of the crops are stand-over cane. We might crush the cane ■’ '
from 3,000 acres, and a certain portion might stand over for the 2-year-old crop. Last year we crushed 
a 3,200-acre crop. We crushed three-fourths of the crop for that period.
644. Were you dealing with a greater quantity of cane in the period ending January, 1894, than you are
now ? A much less quantity then than now. The crop last year was the second largest we ever took off, 
the largest.being in 1896. '
645. Tou have not made any increase in the capacity of your mills since 1894 ? Tes; improvements 
have been made, but nothing to do with the actual crushing of the cane. The machinery in connection 
with the manipulating of the juice has been increased.
646. Is the capacity of your mill greater for turning out sugar than it was in the January period of 1894 ?
Tes ; it is greater now ; it is greater by the increase of a boiler or two and various additions to machinery.
647. Then there has not been a great increase ? No; not as far as the machinery is concerned. The 
reason why the crops have been taken off more promptly is that we have been working on a different 
scheme. We work twenty-four hours out of the twenty-four, instead of working twenty hours out of 
the twenty-four; we work in shifts.
648. Tou told Mr. Clarke that it was the removal of the duty which had caused the reduction of the area 
under crop ? Tes.
649. Having made that statement, is it correct that early in 1894—say April, 1894—you sent a circular
letter from the Sugar Company to the cane-growers, informing some of them that it would be necessary for 
them to put a limit to their supply, because the company was unwilling to duplicate its plant ? I cannot 
remember a circular of that nature, but I can say that the people were told there would be a limit. That •
was in connection with the duplication of the mill; after we had agreed to duplicate the mill. I cannot 
recollect any time in 1894.
650. If you were not, at the beginning of 1894, working up to the full producing power of your plant by 
a very large percentage, was there any necessity at that time to limit the cane production of the district ?
We had to look ahead, so that we should not grow too much cane for the capacity of the mill. The 
company were prepared to have a double mill working up 100,000 tons a year, but the company were not 
prepared to take more at that time, and therefore they had to limit the area.
'651. But you had not overshot the capacity? It takes a long time to prepare for cane-growing. In the 
first year nothing is done except to clear the land. Then it is planted, and there is no result for two 
years. A man has to wait three years before he gets a crop to the mill.
652. When you issued that circular letter, however it might have been worded, I believe the Dibbs 
Government was in power ? I cannot say.
653. In April, 1894, or about that time? I cannot remember exactly.
654. At all events, there was no danger at that time of the sugar duties being removed ? All I can say 
is, that the company were prepared to go further and to have a double mill.
655. Is it fair to say that the reduction of the duty has reduced the area ? The people were not able to 
grow up to that limit owing to the fall in duty. They have been 1,000 acres short of what was agreed 
upon. At that time we said we would take 6,000 acres ; that is three years age; but they never reached 
the limit; they never went further than 5,000 acres.
656. According to your statement you have treated more sugar during your last period of dealing with it— 
that is, the period ending January, 1898—than in the period ending January, 1894 ? That was the pro
duction of 5,000 acres. But you must understand that 5,000 acres, and all that was to follow, was being 
planted for the double mill. We have been forcing the machinery to work up the cane from 5,000 acres, 
which was to have been dealt with partly by the double plant. We have been forcing the mill to do too 
much.
657. I thought you said that the mill was equal to dealing with the product of 5,000 acres? We have 
taken all we could take off except in a few cases. We would have taken more this year than last year, 
but heavy rain fell, and we could not cart the cane. It is only on the 5,000 acres that we have been 
taking the cane.
658. Is any reduction of area under crop due to climatic forces? That may be the case on certain areas, 
but not to any large extent.
659. Afr. TrickettIt was stated yesterday in evidence that owing to the mill refusing to take cane, or 
having intimated that it would not take cane, one gentleman had, to cut down his cane and fed cattle 
with it;—have you ever heard of a case of that kind ? Ido not know who that gentleman is.
660. It was sworn to yesterday, and another witness swore generally that, owing to the action of the 
company, the cane-growers had cane left on their hands, and could not get rid of it to the company ?
Unless it was damaged, or not a marketable crop, we have practically not left any cane behind. We have 
left no good cane.
661. If it was marketable cane you would take it ? Tes ; last year was the first time we did not take cane.
662. Did you state that your increased treatment of cane has been owing to working double hours ? No, 
we have had longer shifts ; we have worked continuously right through the week to increase the crushing.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HARBOUR WORKS AT TWEED RIVER. • - ' Ad

Gavin Pettigrew, cane-grower, Stott’s Creek, made an affirmation, and was examined:—
663. Mr. Clarke.I suppose you are well aware of the capabilities of the Tweed district? Tes; I took G. Pettigrew, 
up land in 1868, and I have been interested in the district since then.

■664. What are the principal articles of produce ? The staple is sugar-cane. 30 Mar., 1898.
665. Are there not other industries ? We have grown a little maize, and some potatoes occasionally,

.'and latterly there has been some dairying. ■
666. Is there any timber industry ? That is a vanishing quantity. They have been taking cedar from 
here for fifty years, and I understand it is getting scarce. The industry is not reproductive. Cane is re
productive ; you can grow cane on the same land for 100 years, but you cannot do that with timber.
667. Can you grow cane for ten years on the same land without manure, or change ? Tes; I have grown
it for twenty years without any manure, and it is pretty well as good-looking a crop now as at the
beginning.

668.
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G* Pettigrew. gG8. Must not the land be very rich P When you understand how the land has been formed, it is no mystery.
'---- '' ' 6C9. A large amount of money has been spent on training-walls on both sides of the river. There is a

30Mar., 1898. pr0p0sa| before this Committee to expend a further amount of more than £40,000 to complete the im
provements ;—do you consider that if that were done, the navigation of the river would be much better P 
I am not engineer enough to pass an opinion with regard to that, but on the general principle that if you 
start a job, you have to finish it, I should say it is better to finish this one. _
670. Seeing that a large amount of money will have to be spent, and in the event of any of these industries 
failing, particularly the sugar industry, or if they become less important than at present, is it not probable 
that there will not be so much produce sent away in future, as there is now ? If you put it in that light, 
and if I owned the whole district, I should say that I would not spend a penny more if the sugar industry 
were to go down. I would save all the money I had.
671. Do you really think that the sugar industry is likely to go down ? It all depends on Parliament. I
have gone into this business, and I can demonstrate from the Statistical Pegister that it is to the interests 
of the Colony to keep this industry going. If people cannot see on which side their bread is buttered I 
cannot help it. _
672. You heard me ask Mr. Dowling as to the probability of the sugar industry failing; you heard his 
reply;—do you agree with that ? Not altogether.
673. What would you say on the question ? Mr. Dowling explained from his standpoint; I speak from 
the other standpoint. When the mill was willing to take all the cane it could get, it was given out that 
the Colonial Sugar Company intended to duplicate the mill. It was to their interest to have more 
cahe grown. I was one of the committee which at one time got up a movement to increase 
the area in order to get more money for the cane. It would pay the company better to work their 
mill on a double shift than on a single shift, with the same cost of management. You must 
understand that this question is hedged all round with conditions. There was no use in our going on 
increasing the area unless we had some assurance from the company that they would take the cane after 
it was grown, because, as Mr. Dowling has shown, it takes three or four years before you get the first 
crop. We wanted some assurance that the Sugar Company had sufficient plant to take the cane before 
we increased the area. We increased the area, and had a promise that the company would be able to 
deal with a further increase of area. It was at this unfortunate time that there was a change of G-overn
ment, and the sugar industry was threatened with the removal of the duty. Naturally we were afraid to 
increase the area, and the company countermanded the order to increase their machinery in consequence 
of the threatening attitude. Since then we have been trying to make the best of a bad job by working 
into each other’s hands. In that way a certain amount of trouble arises, because, if we went on enlarging 
cane-growing operations there would probably be more cane than the mill could take ; at the same time 
the company were not justified in spending any more money on machinery until they saw how things 
would result, and whether the industry would live or die. That is the position up to the present time. 
No doubt if there were any certainty about the industry going on, the company would have duplicated 
their mill before now. As they say, they have spent half a million of money on machinery on these rivers, 
and it is not likely that any sane person would increase expenditure under present circumstances.
674. According to your statement, you agree to a certain extent with Mr. Dowling’s evidence ? I do; but
I do not agree literally with what he has said. _
675. Are the lands now under cane capable of being worked as dairy farms ? No. My experience here 
extends over thirty years. We have been told to take to something else. That is freetrade talk. I have 
been trying a lot of other things, and I find there is nothing will succeed like cane on the lower lands in 
the Tweed district.
676. Are not some of the lower lands which are not close to the sea liable to frost ? I hold some original 
ideas with regard to that. In some parts of the world the cane is frosted every year, but still the 
business is run at a profit. The Colonial Sugar Company have ideas of their own, and we cannot at 
present prevail upon them to believe that it is possible to carry on the business where cane is frosted; 
yet two years ago they carried on the business with frosted cane, and succeeded very well, according to 
all accounts. The great question is as to the capacity of the land to grow cane. Cane is liable to be frosted, 
but the difficulty is overcome in other countries. You can raise a crop inside of twelve months, and even 
if it is frosted, if of early maturing varieties, you can deal with it. In Louisiana the cane is frosted ten 
times more than it is here, and yet the business is carried on profitably. There the frosting is a dead 
certainty every year. On that account I reckon that the frost is only a bugbear. The main point is the 
capacity of the land to grow cane. We have land which will grow cane, and will continue to grow cane 
for a century if required.
677. Does the railway to Byron Bay interfere in any way with the traffic of the Tweed district;—does any 
of the sugar or butter produced here go to Byron Bay, or does the great bulk of it go to Tweed Heads ? 
As far as I understand, all the cane grown on this side of Byron Bay comes to the Condong mill, and the 
sugar is shipped through the Tweed Heads. That was one of the reasons why they built the railway, in 
order to develop that country which is capable of growing cane.
678. Is not the best land in the district taken up under conditional purchase or otherwise? There is a 
lot of land at the head of the river which is not taken up. I suppose all the cane lands are taken up, 
but they are not utilised.
679. Would they be likely to be utilised if the harbour were made? The more important thing to 
be sure about is the sugar industry. We can increase the area two or three times beyond what it is,

' independently of the harbour improvements, if the sugar industry is permitted to live.
680. Is the greater portion of the alienated land of good quality ? I have been pretty well all over the 
colonies and round the world, and I reckon that we have better land for growing cane here than any
where about that I have seen.
681. Can you give us any reason why the unalienated land has not been taken up ? People cannot get 
it, because it is reserved.
682. AVhat area of good land would support a family by growing sugar ? About 10 acres is enough for 
any man to cultivate by his own labour, and using the best implements.
683. What area would. a dairy-farmer require ? About 100 acres, if he has a large family, and pays 
nothing for labour outside his own family.
684. The production under dairy-farming would not be equal to sugar-growing? No. We consider
that dairying in this district is right enough when we cannot do any better. Where you can do any better 
growing cane you would not think of it. 685.

24 PARLIAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. •



795

685. Have any of the South Coast farmers come here ? I believe a few have. ^ Pettigrew.
686. Do they go in for dairying or cane-growing? They would not pay much attention to their own
interests if they went into cane-growing at present. With regard to dairying, they know what they can 3 a •> •
get; that is 6d. a lb. for cream, lately, which does not amount to much.
687. Mr. Trickett.'] Supposing a man bad a small holding here, on which he was getting a living by sugar- •
growing, bow much an acre do you think that land would stand him in ;—what would it cost him per acre
to get it ready for sugar-growing ? I have land myself that I put under cane, and it cost me £20 per acre 
before I could put in cane.
688. Is that a fair average price ? No ; I am speaking of my own experience. It was not cleared then ; 
large stumps were left.
689. Is that an excessive or a fair price ? It was extra heavy timber.
690. What would be the average cost ? Nearly £10 an acre on an average, if you count everything. It 
is heavily timbered, and if you clear it so that you can work it with horse-power it will cost that. If you 
are not in a hurry, and have money, you can give nature a chance of working for you.
691. It being very expensive to get land ready for sugar-growing, would any man in his senses convert 
that sugar-growing land into grazing land for the purpose of getting a living ? Not if he were sane.
692. What would it cost to get land ready for dairying purposes? It would cost about the same for 
dairying as it would for cane if the land were to be worked with labour-saving implements.

William Wardrop, storekeeper, Murwillumbah, sworn, and examined:—
693. Chairman^] How long have you been here ? I have been twenty years on the river, and during that W. Wardrop. 
time I have been seventeen years storekeeping here. Trom 1894 to 1897 I was out of business.
694. When you first began business, how did you get your store goods ? I chartered a vessel in Sydney; 30Mar.,1898.
the freight came to about 22s. 6d. per ton. ,
695. Did tbe rates remain at that amount for some years ? No ; they were considerably higher. When 
vessels did run to the port they charged 30s. for dead weight and 35s. for measurement.
696. How long did that last ? Prom four to five years.
697. Do you remember when the training-walls and other works were commenced ? Tes.
698. In consequence of the increased depth of water has there been a decrease in the rate of freight ? No. ■
699. What is the rate of freight at present ? There is no regular rate—they charge 12s. 6d. for some 
articles and £1 for others. They reserve the right to charge packet rates.
700. How much per ton do they charge for ordinary goods by steamer? They reserve the right, and 
invariably charge packet rates. If you had 10 tons they would not bulk it.
701. Supposing you were getting salt, how much would they charge per ton? Twelve shillings and 
sixpence.
702. And general oilmen’s stores ? They come as packets. Drapery comes at packet rates also.
703. What does that come to per ton ? I have had a great many years’ experience, and I cannot puzzle 
it out, but I think it comes out at about £3 or £4 per ton for parcel rates.
704. Do you consider the present rates too high? No.
705. Do you suffer much inconvenience or loss in consequence of delays in getting goods by steamer ?
Tes; the greatest loss is through not getting the goods up the river, and having to trans-ship them at the 
Heads. A steamer came in last Priday morning, and we are only getting our goods to-day. . ,
706. The greatest inconvenience arises from the ocean boats not being able to come up to Murwillumbah ?
Tes. . _ _
707. Are you of opinion that the river should be made navigable, so as to admit of the ocean boats 
delivering and receiving their cargoes all the way up the river ? Certainly.
708. So as to avoid the droghering ? It would prevent great delay.
709. If there were greater facilities for entering and leaving the port do you suppose it would have any 
marked influence on the district? Tes; by inducing farmers to grow more produce. They would be 
able to produce more pigs, poultry, and other things than they are able to do at present. That would be 
the case even with potatoes and maize. The want of quick communication is a drawback with regard to 
all produce. If there is a rise in price in Sydney we cannot avail ourselves of it.
710. Have you not communication by steamer five and six times a month ? Tes, at times; but lately it 
has not been so often. We have been unfortunate of late with regard to weather. In ordinary seasons 
they average three trips a month.
711. Do not a portion of the store goods used here come by way of Byron Bay? Very little ; there may
be an occasional package. If a steamer is missed the merchant may send the goods that way; but it is 
too expensive as a rule. .
712. Then it is not the custom of Murwillumbah storekeepers to get their goods from Sydney by way of 
Byron Bay ? Certainly not; they are brought by way of Tweed Heads. I ordered some barbed wire ; 
but the steamer was missed, and it was sent by way of Lismore. There is 4s. 6d. difference in the freight 
to Lismore. It is only 15s. 6d. to Lismore, whereas it is £1 to this river ; but 22s. 6d. was charged for 
trainage from Lismore up here.
713. The freight by the port is much cheaper for both inward goods and exports ? Tes.
714. Tou have shown us that you get all your goods and that you send away all your produce by way of the 
river, and that you have two steamers and a certain number of sailing-vessels engaged in the trade ;—if 
the Government improve the entrance to the river, so as to admit of other steamers coming here, will 
there be any marked improvement in the district ? That will depend upon the life of the sugar industry.
It is the staple product of the district at pres’ent, and we must take that into consideration.
715. Would it be considered a great boon to this district if larger vessels could trade to the port, and 
could come up as far as Murwillumbah, and would freights be reduced ? It would certainly be a great 
boon.
716. Can you tell us what has been the general rate of progress in the district for, say, the last ten years ?
I should think the trade must have improved at least 400 or 500 per cent.
717. Has the population largely increased ? Tes.
718. What effect has the opening of the railway had upon the place ? I think it has caused more 
settlement.
719. Do you know whether it has had the effect of drawing the trade between Byron Bay and here to this 
place as a port of shipment ? Tes; it has brought more trade in this direction.

*30 (a)—D 720.
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W. Wardrop. 720. What is your opinion as to the future P If you could give me an opinion about the sugar duty I 
could answer that question.

30 Mar., 1898. y21. Sugar or no sugar, I presume that in a district of this character, with such favourable conditions, 
there must be settlement, and hence produce of some sort ? Yes ; but it is the sugar that caused the 
settlement in the first instance. In fact, it was sugar that caused settlement on all the northern rivers. 
Thirty years ago I started on the Clarence, and the Clarence was then nearly as dull as this is now. It 
was the same on the Eichmond.
722. If, as one of the residents, you are so doubtful about the future of the district in consequence of the 
alleged jeopardy of the sugar industry, do you as a citizen think it would be wise for the country to incur 
the additional expense of £50,000 on harbour improvements ? I did not say I was doubtful about the 
prosperity of the district, and I am not; but I cannot give you an answer as to what the result is going 
to be when this staple industry is killed. It must take time to get anything else under weigh.
723. Mr. TricJcett.'] You mean, I presume, that independently of any risk, if the sugar industry were to 
cease on the Tweed Eiver, it would be a very serious thing for the district ? It certainly will be for a time, 
until people get into other pursuits.
724. What other pursuits would they go in for ? Dairying is one at present. It has made rapid strides 
since they talked about taking the price off the cane. It has progressed very much during the last two 
and a half years, and it will continue to do so.
725. Will it continue to increase side by side with the cane industry if that goes on ? Yes ; they would work 
together admirably. Land not fit for cane is w'ell fitted for grazing. Many men have 12 or 15 acres fit 
for cane while the balance is not; they could work both well together.
726. Can you state, as a business man, what is the financial position of the district so far ? Eairly sound.
727. And the people living on the soil have been able to make a fair living P Yes.

Edwin Hill Johnson, licensed surveyor, Murwillumbah, sworn, and examined :—
728. Mr. Trickett.'] Are you working privately or for the Government ? Both.
729. Have you ever seen a map of the kind exhibited on the wall indicating the alienated land, the Crown 
land, and reserves ? Yes.

30 Mar., 1898. 730. Looking at that map, can you say that it is so far correct ? Yes.
731. Can you tell us what quantity of unalienated land there is available ? I saw a statement that there 
are about 60,000 acres; it seemed to me to be correct.
732. I think it is between 50,000 and 60,000 acres ; will you describe those lands ? There is a great deal
of unalienated land in the district yet which is fit for settlement. '
733. Eor what kind of settlement ? Mostly for dairying.
734. Not for cane-growing? I think a great deal of the cane land is already selected.
735. Is the most of it? There are some reserves which it would do to cut up for cane land.
736. What is the location of the unalienated land ;—is it easily accessible from the river ? Some of it is. 
There is good land within 6 or 7 miles of Murwillumbah.
737. To a large extent ? There are about a couple of thousand acres of really good land.
738. Is the other land more remote ? Yes. .
739. How far away ? There is unalienated land within a mile of the river.
740. Is that suitable for dairying purposes ? Yes. •
741. There is a very large area of alienated land ;—how is it that so much of that land is not improved ? 
It was taken up at the time that land was being obtained for cane-growing. Most of the people who took 
it up found that they did not require a large area for cane-growing. In fact, they could not put it under 
cane.
742. What did they do with it ? Some of it is leased, and other portions are gradually being put under 
cane.
743. If there is such a lot of land already alienated, and not used for cane-growing purposes, why should 
people take up other land when there is no certainty that cane-growing will continue ? They are not 
taking up land now for cane-growing; they are taking it up for dairying.
744. Give us an idea of the extent of the land that is being taken up for dairying ? I consider from what 
I hear of the Illawarra district that pretty well all this district is fit for dairying. Latterly, people have 
been going in for dairying very fast in the adjoining districts, but the movement has not spread so far 
here. They are taking up the Big Scrub first, and the movement is spreading over here. ’ Latterly, there 
has been a good inquiry for dairying land.
745. Have you been called upon lately to make surveys of any land for dairying or sugar-growing
purposes ? Yes. .
746. To what extent? I am cutting up a reserve for the Government to be leased for agricultural pur
poses in about eight blocks of small size, varying from 15 acres to 50 acres.
747. Has the Government lately offered land for sale or selection ? Yes ; at Terranora land was offered 
to be leased for cane-growing. I believe they had a ballot. I think a great many put in for each portion, 
and there was a very large ballot.
748. How many portions were there ? Three of 100 acres each.
749. Were they all over-applied for and taken up ? Yes.
750. Have the people started to improve that land ? I believe so ; I have not seen the land since.
751. Can you give us any figures or facts to indicate any recent development of the district ? The 
Government has been petitioned several times to throw open the land at the head of the river by the 
Progress Association and other public people. The probability is that there would be a large demand for 
that land if it were thrown open.
752. Mr. Eennie, Chief Draftsman of the Department of Lands, stated that there were 130,290 acres 
of Crown Land in the watershed of this district;—can you point that land out on the map ? It is the 
land tinted brown shown on the large plan.
753. Do you know those lands ? Yes.
754 What is their character? They are a good deal broken, but not too broken for dairying and other 
agriculture.
755. Looking at this locality, it seems to be rather hilly ; is it the hilly country that is not alienated ? 
There is land now used for dairying, steeper and rougher than the majority of the unalienated lands. It

E. H.
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is exceedingly suitable for agriculture. I could mention some of the land owned by Mr. Charles of 
Terranora.
756. Do you think the best of the land has been alienated ? Only for cane-growing.
757. Not for agricultural purposes ? I do not think so.
758. When you say that the best of the cane-growing land has been alienated, do you mean the best, by
reason of its accessibility or by reason of the character of the soil ? By its proximity to the sea for one 
thing, and by the character of the table-land. .
759. Do you think the best of the cane-growing land has been picked out ? Not the whole of it, but a 
great deal of it.
760. What is your opinion of the future of the district ? I think it will be the best district in the Colony 
for dense settlement.
761. Dor agriculture ? Dor dairying ; there are no large, flat areas for growing maize.
762. How long have you been here ? Sixteen years.
763. Has the progress of the district been marked in those sixteen years ? Yes ; and of late years 
marked. During the last two or three years there has been even a greater rate of increase.
764. What have the people gone in for chiefly ? The last arrivals have chiefly gone into dairying.
765. Before the Committee in Sydney, Mr. Bennie was asked, “ How is the Crown land held ”? 
answered, “About 51,400 acres are under occupation license, the balance is practically untenanted; there 
may be annual leases here and there.” “Would that indicate that the land is of an inferior character?” 
He replied, “ The presumption is that it is inferior for agricultural settlement.” Do you agree with that 
statement ? No ; I do not agree with that.
766. Do you state from personal observation that those Crown lands are not unsuitable for agriculture? 
Yes ; if you include dairying in agriculture. I have been over the whole district.
767. Do you think it is good agricultural land? Yes ; I know it is.
768. Are there any farms at present at a considerable distance from the river ? You cannot get a con
siderable distance from the river. There are three arms, and all the farms must be within 10 or 15 miles 
of the river. I am a licensed surveyor in charge of the district.
769. Mr. Bennie was asked, “ Is your Department dealing with any land in that district at the present 
time ? His reply was, “ Not that I know of. The District Surveyor may have something in contem
plation, but there is nothing that we know of at the present time.” Have you heard of any probable 
sale of land ? Yes ; there is the land I am cutting into small areas. That is at Byangum.
770. To what extent ? Seven or eight blocks, from 15 to 50 acres. .
771. There was another question asked of Mr. Bennie,—“ Have there been any special areas offered in 
the district ?"’ The answer is, “ Yes, in the parish of Terranora, close to the Queensland border, and 
near the entrance. . The areas range from 300 to 320 acres. There were altogether 1,840 acres ; the land 
was not taken up ; it is open now.” Do you know that land ? Yes.
772. Why was not that land taken up ? A good deal of it was swampy and is not good land. It is very 
difficult of access; people would have to go over a mud flat; they could not get to the river.
773. Is the other land which you mention—the hilly land—fairly accessible ? Yes ; a great deal of it is
accessible. '
774. If that were thrown open do you think it would be taken up ? It is open ; a great deal of it has 
not been taken up.
775. Do you notice any other kind of farming in the district except dairying ? There is maize growing.
776. To any extent ? Latterly, there have been some fairly large flats put under maize.
777. Is maize growing undertaken to any large extent here? No.
778. Is there any reason for that ? No ; everyone has been going in for cane growing until late years. 
I could not even get vegetables here a few years ago, because everyone was growing cane.
779. Has cane-growing been the favourite and staple occupation of the district ? Yes. •
780. Is there any other detail which you could give us tending to show the progressive character of the 
district ? There is a large increase in dairying, which is shown by the quantity of cream sent away.
781. Are you able to say, as a licensed surveyor, that you have had more work to do within the last year 
or so than you had formerly, in cutting up land and in connection with land transactions generally ? 
Yes; I have had more to do in that way within the last twelve months than during the previous two 
years.

E. H.
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782. .Chairman.} Do you happen to know whether the original holders of the conditional purchases are
subdividing their holdings under that section of the Crown Lands Act which enables them to dispose of 
an area not less than 40 acres ? No. .
783. Have you made any survey ? No ; not under that section.
/84. In your opinion, has the best land for agricultural purposes been alienated, and is there not much 
more Crown land left which is suitable for sugar-growing ? I have said that the whole of the lands in the 
district are suitable for agriculture.
/85. The whole of them ? Very nearly ; except the extremely broken land. I have seen worse land now 
used for dairying than the majority of that unalienated.
786. Are we to understand that there is still a demand for land in the district ? Yes ; the demand is just 
beginning again ; it is growing. .
787. Inasmuch as all the frontages and best pieces are gone, are the people now taking up land ■which 
they despised a few years ago ? Yes.
788. As far as you can see, are they doing so with the object of combining a little agriculture and
dairying and other purposes ? Yes. '
789. Except sugar ? Yes. .
790. Do you know the country between here and the Brunswick and Byron Bay ? Yes.
791. Is it in your district ? Yes.
792. Is there much available land there suitable for sugar-growing? I think so.
793. The Ime passes through the scrub for some distance;—is that land suitable for sugar-growing ? 
Ihey have sent a good deal of sugar-cane from it by the railway.
794. Is there much land in a virgin state which is fit for sugar-growing ? Yes ; a great deal.
/95. Are there 20,000 acres ? I should think there is much more than that.
796. Is that likely to be influenced by the large mill here ? The cane will have to come to this mill.
797. How many miles would it be from there ? 25 or thirty miles. 798.
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708. Do you think caue produced 20 or 25 miles from here is almost certain to come here? Yes.
799. If they went in for agricultural produce, would that come here for shipment ? It would not he as 

30 Mar 1898 near place as it would be to Byron Bay. It is only 30 miles from here to Byron Bay.
’ 800. It would only be the sugar-cane that would be influenced by the existence of the mill here ? Yes ; 
and the timber which comes here.
801. Why would it come here in preference to Byron Bay ? I do not think they can always load timber 
at Byron Bay.
802. Are there any settlement leases or large areas being provided for here ? TIo.
803. Is it the policy of your Department to offer the remaining lands in this district in small areas? Yes;
I think they prefer to dispose of the land in small areas. .
804. You have already said that you anticipate that there will be a large population in this district 
eventually;—first of all, seeing the best lands are alienated, how is this large population to be obtained ? 
The dairying land is not alienated. The best land I consider to be the sugar-cane land. That to a large 
extent has been alienated.
805. You say the Crown lands not yet alienated are fit for dairying purposes, but they will not carry a very 
large population ;—where is the large population going to settle in the district ? Of course, when I made 
that statement, I assumed that cane-growing would be likely to continue. It takes a very small area to 
support a family at cane-growing. .
806. You intend to convey that, if the sugar-growing as an industry is continued, there is more than 
sufficient land already alienated to settle a very large population ? Yes.
807. And that that, together with the unalienated Crown lands of inferior quality, but suitable for 
dairying, together with the alienated lands which are inferior, but which are also suitable for dairying, 
will support a very large population ? Yes.
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Eussell Dowling, manager, Colonial Sugar Eefining Company’s Mill, Condong, sworn, and further
examined:—

R. Dowling. 808. Mr. Black.'] I asked you the area of land under cane which was dealt with by your mill, and you
\ said 4,000 acres ;—what would be the number of holders of that land ? From 225 to 250.

30 Mar., 1898.

THURSDAY, 31 MARCH, 1898.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Murwilhimlah, at 10 a.m.]

present:—
CHAELES ALFEED LEE, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. | Henry Clarke, Esq.
George Black, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Tweed Eiver.

Isaac Mcllrath, managing director, Tweed Eiver Creamery and Butter Company, Murwillumbah,
sworn, and examined :—

I. Mcllrath. 809. Mr. Blade.] How long has the factory been opened ? Since 25th November, 1897.
,---- , 810. How long have you been in the district ? I came to the district in May last year.

31 Mar., 1898. 811. In what were you engaged before ? I was in the same line of business in Yictoria.
812. Do you wish to make a general statement ? Yes. I am not in a position to give statistics, as I have 
not worked them up. I was asked by two firms in Sydney to come up to the northern rivers to report on the 
prospects of dairying in the district. I went to the Clarence first, and then to the Eichmond, and from 
there on to the Tweed. I travelled pretty well all over the district when I first came, and I was so 
impressed with the possibilities of this district for dairying purposes that I reported to the people in 
Sydney recommending them to start here and to establish the dairying industry on this river. I backed 
my opinion of the capabilities of the district by contributing one-fourth of the capital to the enterprise, 
which shows that I had some faith in its future prospects. The Members of the Committee saw the 
factory yesterday. I may state that what we are doing at present does not pay us, but we are carrying 
on in view of the future development. The industry has increased very much since we started. A 
number of dairy farmers who had not been engaged in the industry previously have started since the 
factory was opened here. I think, without exception, every one supplying us at the present time is 
increasing his herd. The farmers are clearing their land, and every available pound they can spend they 

. are putting into this industry. That has been my experience. I have travelled over the best dairying 
districts in Yictoria (the western district), and I have seen the development of the dairying industry 
there. I am perfectly satisfied from what I have seen of the Tweed Eiver that it is equal to the best 
they have in Victoria, when brought into proper cultivation. I have no hesitation in saying that the 
Tweed district is quite as good as the western district of Yictoria, and that it has more natural advantages 
in the shape of rainfall. They can dairy all the year round better than they can in the most favoured 
districts of Yictoria. As far as the harbour works are concerned, it is a matter of vital importance to us 
that something should be done; it is of vital importance to the dairying industry. Under the present 
system we have to ship our butter on to a drogher and send ice with it, and that has to be transhipped at 
the Heads again. There is a great amount of waste with the ice. The boats at present trading to the 
river have no refrigerating machinery, and we have to keep the butter in proper condition to send it to 
Sydney. Since we have started there have been several instances where the boat has been bar-bound 
nearly a week with butter on board. That does not increase its value on its arrival in Sydney. We sent 
a shipment of butter away last Saturday and it is still lying in the river, because the boat cannot get out. 
If the channel in the river were improved so that boats could come up direct, we could load the butter on 
our wharf, which would be a saving of nearly 25 per cent, in freight; we pay at present at the rate of £2 
per ton, and I should say that that would be reduced 25 per cent.

813.
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813. What was the supply to the butter factory when it first opened ? Our first churning was 95 lb. of 
butter; we are now doing about 2 tons per week.
814i. Do you say that the improvement of the river is vitally necessary to your industry ? Tes.
815. You mean that if your trade grows? I do not think there is an “if” about the dairying industry at all. 
If I did not entertain perfect faith in the future, the plant which you saw yesterday would not he here.
816. You think apparently that, if the river were deepened so that more powerful steamers could be used 
and could come direct to Murwillumbah, and if you had a safer bar, there would be no delay in the 
transhipment of butter to Sydney ? The delays would be minimised.
817. Do you think steamers might be used which could go out in all weather? Yes, if there were an 
entrance to admit larger steamers.
818. In the event of such accommodation being provided, with the result that the rates of insurance would 
be lowered, with a consequent lowering of freight, do you think your industry would stand the imposition 
of a tonnage rate ? To be collected in what way—as harbour dues.
819. To be paid by the owners of vessels, of course ? I certainly think they would not object to it; with 
the dairying industry, quick transit is everything.

Do you think that in dairying the natural grasses here are well qualified to produce good butter all 
the year round ? On the best of the land there are no natural grasses at all. The best of the land has 
to be planted.
821. Tou say the best of the land has no grass ;—it must have been denuded of its grass in order to 
plant some other crop, which I suppose is cane ? I am not speaking of what has been planted with cane ; 
I am speaking of the country not opened yet—the new country.

y°u meajl the virgin land? Yes ; there are thousands of acres of that well adapted for dairying 
which have never been touched.
823. Suppose you scrub virgin land, and expose it without planting or sowing anything, would not 
natural grasses spring up ? Weeds would grow that are of no use, and very little grass.
824. Will not some of these weeds be eaten by cattle ? Some of them, but most are useless.

i ?^len artifieiRl grass is the best food for the dairy cattle ? Most decidedly, except on some of 
the billy country. What grass is there is very good.
826. Is not the Buffalo grass good herbage? Yes, but that is not a natural grass ; it has to be planted.
827. Mr. Trickett.What do you regard as the staple industry of the Tweed Biver district? At present
sugar is the largest product, but I think that the dairying industry will develop into a very large business 
in the future. With the natural facilities here there is nothing in the wmrld to prevent both sugar and 
dairying being combined. ■
828. Which industry tends to promote the larger population ? 
sugar industry, and I cannot answer the question.
829. Do you know how many acres of land are necessary for a
cane? No. '

Practically I know nothing about the 

man to get a living on, growing sugar-

I. Mcllrath. 

31 Man,'1898.

830. On how many acres can a man get a living on the Tweed Biver by dairying? From 50 to 100 acres. 
I would not recommend a man to have much less than 50 acres of good land; a man can live well on that.
831. How many cows will it be necessary for him to have ? By growing a little green feed he can run a 
beast to the acre on the average river land.
832. How much is a cow worth a year ? I cannot give you an exact figure, but I should say £5 to £6 a 
year m produce.
833. Is that gross ? Yes.
834. What would a man s expenses be ? It depends on the labour employed. A man with a family who 
do the work for themselves has a much better chance of making dairying pay.
83o. If you say a man can make £5 gross per cow, what is he going to have out of it suppose he has two 
or three in his family? A man on a dairy farm could do other things besides milking his cows. I should 
say that a man would make from £50 to £75 a year clear from 50 acres of land. I am speaking of the 
best of the land brought properly under cultivation.

mos^ favourable circumstances a man dairying on 50 acres of land would make from £50 
to £75 a year clear ? Yes. .
837. Can you tell us what could be made out of the same area of sugar land? No.
838. Mr. Clarice.] Is this one of the best dairying districts in the Colony ? Yes.
839. Your output at present is small, but you expect an increase ? We have made provision for turning 
out from 20 to 30 tons of butter per week.
840. Have many people come here from other districts and settled ? From what I hear there seems to 
be a greater inquiry for land in this district now than there has been for years.
841. Is the best of the land in its natural state of very little use until it is cleared and laid down with 
grass ? Yes.
842. Chairman!]' Have you been in the Eichmond Biver district and at Lismore? Yes.
843. Has the dairying industry assumed very large proportions there ? Yes.
844. How does that district compare with this? WA have not the same extent of country ; but this is 
quite as good.
^J'k 0U^PU*; Ijismore ? The two factories, between them, are turning out nearly 50 tons per

846. After having had experience of that district, and the results there, do you think that you have a 
favourable prospect of being able to turn out 30 tons of butter per week ? I have no doubt that in a 
very short time 30 tons of butter per week will be produced on the Tweed.
847. Did you hold that opinion before you built the factory? Yes.
848. Hence your provision for treating that quantity ? Yes.
849. Are your works of a very modern and complete character ? Yes.
850. Have they cost a considerable sum of money ? Yes.
851. Have you gone into the question of sending your butter by any other route than the river? There 
is no other route by which we could send it profitably. The charges by rail to Byron Bay or Lismore 
would be more than we pay by river t"' Sydney.
8o2. Would the railway rate and the river freight to Sydney be too much to allow of any profit ? Yes; 
\ve could not profitably engage in the industry if we had to send the butter by any other route except 
the river. J J
853. Whether these harbour works are carried out or not, you will not be able to send your produce by 
the railway ? No ; unless there is a considerable reduction made in the charges. 854.'
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What freight do they charge from here to Sydney ? £2 per ton, forty hoses to the ton.
Tou get your stores back by the same way that you send your produce ? Tes.
Have you a shipment of butter lying in the stream now, and has it been on board the steamer since 

the 26th instant ? Tes.
857. Have they cool chambers on the steamer ? They have an insulated chamber, and we supply the ice.
858. If the steamer is delayed more than a week, have you to send a second supply of ice ? Tes.
859. If you were working the factory to its full capacity of 30 tons per week, I presume you would have 
to ship twice a w'eek ? Tes.
860. There are three steamers running, and you get about two trips a fortnight? We have averaged, 
until last month, about a trip every ten days ; we only send by one steamer.
861. If you had to put 30 tons of butter in a steamer, and it was delayed for several days in the hot 
weather, would not that seriously affect your butter ? Tes ; if it were not kept cool.
862. Would not that be a large quantity for the steamer ? Ho ; the butter is chilled before it goes there,
and the ice keeps the chamber cool. What has been delayed has all arrived in fair condition; but that is 
because we sent a second supply of ice. *
863. We have proof at present of a delay of sis days in this case, and it will be two or three days before 
the steamer reaches Sydney? Tes.
864. What would be the value of 20 tons of butter ? About £75 a ton on the average.
865. That would be £1,500 worth of butter, and in the ordinary course it would be shipped and sold in 
four days ? Tes.
866. If you put a large quantity of butter on board, and there is a delay of several days, that would 
involve a great loss ? Tes.
867. That fairly represents the present state of affairs ? Tes.
868. It might as well have been 20 tons of butter as 2 tons ? Tes.
869. Is that the point of view from which you look at it—that your article is perishable, and that its 
quality and high price depend very largely upon its freshness and upon its being landed quickly ? Tes.
870. Tor these reasons do you think that arrangements ought to be made so that you would have more 
certain communication ? Tes.
871. Having already inquired into the advisability of other routes of transit, do you think you cannot 
adopt them ? There is nothing else practicable.
872. Do you get your cream from various portions of the river, from Terranora Creek upwards ? Tes.
873. If the tributaries were also improved, and if an improvement were brought about indirectly by 
carrying out these harbour works, would it facilitate the getting of large quantities of milk to your factory 
with more certainty ? I cannot speak about the creeks. I do not know whether we would derive any 
great benefit from the creeks being deepened, or anything of that kind. The principal thing we want to 
see is the main river improved. The bulk of the cream that we receive, except by the launch, is all carried in.
874. Can dairymen down the river send cream to you at a profit ? Tes.
875. Are you aware that there is very fine country down the river ? Tes ; very suitable grazing country.
876. Is your factory looked upon as the central factory for the Tweed Eiver district? Tes.
877. Do you expect milk to come to you from all directions ? Tes.
878. And the more facilities that can be given for bringing milk up the river the better for you and for 
the producers ? Tes.
879. If the river between Murwillumbah and the Heads were deepened so as to admit of regular 
communication by the ocean steamers right up to the township, thus taking your butter from your cool- 
stores into the boats, and landing it into the cool-stores in Sydney, would not that necessarily be a 
wonderful advantage to you ? It would be a very great advantage indeed.
880. Would it, if necessary or profitable, admit of your sending cream down to Sydney? Ho; the
distance is too great. .
881. Do you see any prospect of your industry growing into an adjunct of bacon-curing? Tes; we 
have that in view.
882. Is that also a large industry in the district ? Tes ; it is inseparable from profitable dairying.
883. Has it grown into large proportions in the Eichmond Eiver district ? Tes, in a very short time.
884. Do you anticipate the same thing here ? Tes. ’
885. Is bacon also a perishable article ? It is not so perishable as butter.
886. Would bacon stand being kept seven days in the hold of a steamer in hot weather ? I cannot say ; 
but I would not like to chance it.
887. The nature of your business is to produce a perishable article ? Tes.
888. There must be some certainty of getting the produce to market ? Tes ; your view is quite correct.
889. Whether the port is improved or not will these industries increase, and increase quickly ? I have 
already stated my opinion that I have not the slightest doubt of the future prosperity of the district 
from a dairying point of view ; at the same time it is of very great importance to us to have quick transit, 
and to have as little handling as possible of the produce from the time it leaves the factory until it is 
delivered in Sydney.
890. Has the dairying development in the North Coast of this Colony been extremely large during the
last few years ? Tes. '
891. Taking the whole of the North Coast district, is it one of the largest ibutter-producing districts in 
the Colony ? Tes.
892. Therefore, whatever may be the fate of cane-growing, it must be accepted that dairying is so profitable 
that it is bound to progress, and the output will be large ? There is no doubt of that.
893. Underlying the whole thing is the certainty of direct and quick transit to the market? That will 
be one of the greatest factors in increasing the industry.
894. Supposing you wanted to ship to England instead of to the Sydney market, would you be able to 
take advantage of any other route than the one to Sydney? I cannot at present say that. It would not 
pay us to send our produce by rail to any other port.
895. Is there any direct shipment from any of the North Coast ports to the Old Country ? No. .
896. Therefore, if your industry grows, as you have every reason to believe it will, even if you wanted to 
take advantage of any of the foreign markets, your produce must still go to Sydney ? Tes.
897. Do you see any prospect in future of this trade being diverted by any side track? No.
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John Edmund Burke, butcher, Murwillumbah, sworn, and examined :—
898. Mr. Clarice A How long have you been on the Biver? About twelve years. I was previously J. E. Burke,
contracting.. -A-—
899. Are you acquainted with the capabilities of this district, and with the produce grown on the river ? 31 Mar., 1898. 
Tes.
900. Has sugar been considered for a long time the principal article grown here ? Yes. ,
901. What are your ideas as to the value of the sugar-growing industry in this district in comparison with
other industries ? I think that notwithstanding ail the talk we shall still go on growing sugar on the 
suitable land. ■
902. What are your reasons for thinking so ? Because the land is so well adapted to it. The soil and 
the climate is quite as good as in Queensland.
903. Is there much maize grown in the district? Not to any great extent. One farmer has started 
growing maize, and I think he is doing as well as any one else.
90-1. Is maize as profitable as sugar-cane ? No.
905. Are there many pigs reared in the district ? Two or three years ago there were very few, but every
one is now inquiring for pigs and buying them.
906. Is there a bacon factory at Byron Bay ? Tes.
907. Where do they get their pigs ? Partly from here, and partly all round the district; it is a co-opera
tive affair.
908. Have you had an opportunity of judging the quality and quantity of the bacon made there? Tes ; 
but I cannot state what quantity is made.
909. Is it a good article ? Tes ; one of the best in the Colony. They have taken several first prizes.
910. Can you give us any idea of the cost of clearing the rich scrub land ? I think about £5 per acre.
911. Would that be sufficient to enable a man to put in crops ? I should imagine that £5 an acre would
be sufficient for cane ; they do not plough the land for ten or fifteen years. ’
912. In what way do they proceed ? They fell the scrub, put a fire through it, and plant the cane
with a hoe. .
913. Does that method answer ? Tes ; whatever timber is left after the first fire, when they burn the trash,
the stumps are generally burnt out with a second fire. •
914. Have you any knowledge of the dairying which has recently come into existence ? Tes ; I have a 
fair general knowledge of it.
915. Does it require as much labour to clear the land for dairying purposes as for cane ? Tes ; the only 
difference generally is that they allow a longer time to elapse. They fell the scrub, burn it, and sow 
grass after the fire, and it clears itself by degrees. That might make it a little cheaper, but it is practically 
the same.
916. The land is valueless unless it is put under grass such as buffalo, prairie, rye-grass, or clover ? Yes ; ■
that is the case with the brush lands—that is, the bulk of it. ~ ^
917. Is the brush land better than the level flats ? All the flats were originally brush lands.
918. Is this different to other districts ? Tes ; you would not see any other district like it in Australia.
919. In other parts of the Colony most of the level lands are almost clear ? Tes.
920. It has been asked what area of land will be sufficient to support a family growing sugar-cane ;— 
what is your opinion ? Numbers of men have done well here with only 20 acres.
921. What area, in your opinion, would be fair to support a family ? About 20 acres of cane.
922. Would a man want a larger area for keeping a few head of cattle or pigs ? No ; I think the bulk of 
the cane-growers had not more extra land than was sufficient for a small yard, and they did not even use 
a horse.
923. What area of land would be sufficient to support a family by dairying ? Eifty or 60 acres, perhaps ,
100 acres ; the fact is often lost sight of that when you are milking fifty or sixty cows, about the same
number will be running dry, and they must have a run for which 50 or 75 acres of good land would be 
required.
924. If you milk fifty cows continuously you would require to have double that number ? Yes.
925. Which system employs the greatest number of hands, sugar-growing or dairying ? Sugar unquestion
ably ; it requires a great deal more labour, but there is rather a misapprehension about the matter. In 
dairying, the bulk of the work is done by families ; in sugar-growing you could not put a child or a girl 
to do work in the cane-field, but at the same time, I should say that on the whole more labour is required 
to grow cane.
926. More hands would be employed in cane-growing than in dairying ? Tes, a considerably larger
number. •
927. In the event of the sugar industry being in any way interferred with, do you think that dairying
would come into existence, and be as profitable as growing cane ? No. I think that both would work 
very well together, people getting a living on 10 or 15 acres would require twice or three times the area 
of land if they devoted themselves wholly to dairying. •
928. Before the training-walls were completed, what was the state of the river and the bar ? It was
very bad. ' '
929. Has the work already done improved the navigation ? Tes ; I have been travelling up and down the 
river for many years, and it was usual for the little river boats to get stuck between Cudgen and Tweed 
Heads. At one time there was a contract made to carry the mail across the flat as the boats could not 
get along. I went with the pilot on the tug, and there were 8 feet of water on an average from the bar to 
Cudgen, and I attribute that to the improvement in the river. Condong Flats is, however, a shallow place.
930. Would dredging improve that ? Tes.
931. Would it be a great benefit to the whole community if the river were improved so as to admit
vessels of 10 feet draught coming to the township ? Tes ; some evidence was given yesterday that the 
Colonial Sugar Defining Company gives 6d. a ton less for cane here than on the Clarence and the Rich
mond. They say the reason is the extra freight to and from the mill at Condong. If the obstructions 
were removed, and the boats could come up to Condong mill, I think the price would be the same as on 
the other rivers. "
932. On the whole, has the company treated the settlers very fairly ? Tes.
933. Have they employed a large number of hands in cutting cane, and have they distributed a large
amount of money in the district ? Tes. 934.
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J. E.Buvke. f)34,. Is the sugar manufactured at their mills shipped direct? Yes; by sailing vessels principally, but
'/----lately steamers which have brought coal from the mill have, I think, taken back large quantities of sugar.

31Mar., isyd. 935 js there any dairying or sugar-growing done under the halves system ? There is some. _
936. In some cases, near Byron Bay, is dairying done on the halves system ? Yes, and it will be nere.
A dairy farm is expensive, and a man requires to be a capitalist to carry it on. A man requires to have 
some money to buy forty or fifty cows at £9 a head. The trouble is not the want of land, but the want 
of stock, and that will have to come slowly. ,
937. And does not a man want a larger area of land for dairying than for sugar-growing ? Yes.
938. Has the population increased very much of late years ? I should say that within the last ten years
it has more than doubled. . _ i o u n 0
939. Are there many people coming here from other parts of the Colony, particularly the South Coast.
Yes. . .
940. Can you say whether they have been successful in comparison with what they were doing on the
South Coast in dairying operations particularly? Yes; they seem to think the change is a, marked 
improvement. People who come here think it is a very much better dairying district than the South 
Coast. .
941. From what cause ? Our general rainfall and the better class of land. It is well-watered country
and it can carry a great deal more stock than the country in the south. ... n •
942. Is the rvinter milder, and is it possible to carry on dairying operations in winter as well as in 
summer? Yes; w’e often have a very good spring in the clover towards the end of July.
943. Mr. Trickett.~\ You do not look upon this as a poor man’s district? Yes; Ido. _ _ .
944. I thought you said that a man would want capital to start ? I said that, as to dairying, there is a 
great deal of misapprehension. To start a dairy-farm in a pretty large way, the cattle would cost £300.

' You require cows to start with, and they cost about £7 per head. T ou cannot get that amount of money to be
put into the district all at once. These things will come slowly. Everybody in the district is breeding a 
fewr cattle and they will soon breed up. _ , .
945. What are thev living on at the present time while they are building up their industry ? Everything
pretty well. Where I was reared in the Hunter District we had to depend on maize, pigs, and whatever 
we could do, and it is pretty well the same here. .
946. What do you regard as the staple industry of this district ? At present, the sugar industry.
947. What has been the industry that has built up this district, and which has made it what it is at present.
The sugar industry, certainly. _ _ . .
948. When did this change come about of seeking to substitute dairying for sugar-growing? It has Deen 
going on for years. It has been very profitable in the south. A number of South Coast people came to 
the liichmond River, took up land, and went into dairying very extensively, by the old process of making
butter by hand. The industry has grown ever since, and I think it will keep on growing. _
949. We were informed yesterday by the first witness that, there are 1,370 dairy-cows in the district at 
present—is that a very large number for a district of this kind ? Ho ; it would carry 7,000.
950. What kind of steamer would be required to take away the produce of the present number of cows . 
I am not prepared to state.
951. You must know that it would be very small ? Yes. _ , ,
952. You have a railway running through to Lismore,—where does the freight that is paid to the Govern
ment for that railway come from ? I think carrying cane has been the most profitable during the last 
couple of years.
953. Is not that a very large percentage ? Yes. _ _ .
954. If cane-growing were discontinued on the line of the railway, what kind of freight would there be 
for that railway ? I do not think it would get very much.
955. What would it be ? A little butter. .
956. Hot enough to grease the wheels of the engine ? It is certainly not a very large item.. .
957. As a long resident in the district, and one who has its interests at heart, are you of opinion that if a
transition does come from the staple industry of sugar to some other industry, it will be of gradual 
growth, and must not the district in the meanwhile stagnate considerably ? I do not think it would, in 
any marked way. I think these things come about slowly. If one thing has to supersede the other it 
will take some time, but it will not be felt to any great extent. _ _ _
958. How many men are employed in sugar-growing on this river and the surrounding districts? I do not 
know; I should say that there are 600 or 700 actually employed, and perhaps more. .
959. Would they all take up those nice little farms you speak of, each requiring a capital of £300 to start 
with ? I am afraid not.

. William George Collier, mill-owner, Dungay, near Murwillumbah, sworn, and examined
W. Ct. Collier. 960. Chairman.^ What is your occupation? At present I am out of business. Until 1896 I was manu

facturing sugar. I have been in the district about twenty years.
31 Mar., 1898. 961. Mr. TrickettJ] Have you given up your occupation at present ? I have shut down, pending a law

suit in Sydney.
962. Have you abandoned your sugar plant ? Ho. .
963. Are you growing cane ? Yes ; the plantation is still growing cane.
964. Who used to treat your sugar ? I have a mill of my own. _
965. Did you crush for other people ? Yes ; for tenants on the plantation and also outside tenants. The 
only reason for discontinuance is this law-suit.
966. Are your tenants still growing cane ? Yes. _ i
967. What are they doing ? Last year Robb, on the adjoining plantation, crushed the tenants cane.
968. Are they still going on with cane-growing ? Yes. _
969. When did they have their last crushing at Robb’s mills ? Last season. In previous seasons I 
crushed the cane myself.
970. Are they so far prosperous ? Yes ; on the whole.
971. What rent do they pay per acre ? Some have a five years’ lease and some fourteen years. The place
was selected by a man named Cazala. He gave some of the tenants a fourteen years’ lease on clearing 
leases, at a rent of £1 per acre. Some of these leases are still in vogue. Then I gave a fresh five years’ 
lease at 30s. per acre rent. ' 972.
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972. Is that not a very good rent for you ? Tea.
97,3: What would the freehold be worth? I value it at about £20 per acre. Adioining land has been sold at £25 per acre. . r j o

ww8 ^een interested in cane-growing so long, what is your opinion of it with regard to this district ? 
to live su£ar'cane> as an industry, can live. The profits arc quite sufficient to allow the cane industry
975. No matter what happens ? Tes.
976. Duty or no duty? Tes.
ovo" tt^1^ ^^le1 s^ze y°ur mill ? It crushed upon an average about 40 tons per day.

tT W many lan(i? ^ld y°u emPloy altogether ? In the crushing season about fifty hands.979. Do you use wood for fuel ? Tes.
980. Has it been a profitable concern to you ? Tes.
qqo’ ^aTe done well? Tes; pretty well, considering all the circumstances.
urn -Tld I0U fush for anyone except your own tenants ? Tes, outside tenants. There were 250 acres 
neld. by other tenfints UBuer agreement from me for five years.

wu y°UigGt ®u?a]’1lajrid at a low Price originally ? No. For 350 acres the price was £2,300. 
r+ ■ ‘ ’ c?e.arec ’ 18 t lat iand worth £20 per acre ? There were only 50 acres cleared when I took it.

1S|j11 6 r-n-rilg Srcrmd- It is the first place where it was proved that cane-growing on rising ground 
would pay When the company first came on the river they would not touch cane grown on the hills. 
Oazala s mill proved to them that the high grounds were preferable to the low grounds for cane-growing, 
and gave a safer crop. Since then the farmers have developed the ridges. ■
985. Does it give better weight ? A better average yield. The average yield is 20 tons per acre of annual 
ooee'wiAa^ei?0t Cane notP (fmte tillrteeri months old which yielded 33 tons to the acre, 
oev tvjA,18 the ext?rl*,of tenants’ foldings ? The smallest is 16 acres, and the largest 35 acres, 
when required™611 ^ their familles do the work> or did the}r employ labour ? They employed labour

phased themseltes T'°r clliPI)ing or threshing cane. Sometimes they employed coloured labour; they

989. It has been stated here that the white labourer is not suitable for clearing the cane ? For everything 
else, except threshing the cane, white labour is preferable to black. White men can do that work too, but 
than th^white^man’ ^ 18 Ver^ ^ar<^ work orL the hands, and the blackfellow’s hands are naturally harder
990. Have these men who have been living on small areas of 16 acres been fairly successful? Some of 
them have been.. It depends on the class of tenant. Some work hard, and others do not care. They

Inll011-7 re<1T! * j work ab°ut “Gafts ^ the year in the cane. For the other eight months there
is really no work to do on the farm with regard to the cane. I refer to ordinary seasons. Sometimes it 
takes them five months to keep the weeds down. During the other eight months of the year they would 
perhaps cut timber for firewood for the mills and make improvements. That would help to keep them. 
991 So that they could not live entirely on their holdings ? No; the areas would be too small for them 

.T1™17 on the cane- lkT can do od(i jobs in meantime.
992. Would 20 acres be enough for a man to live on ? He would have to live like a blackfellow.
9J3. As a gentleman who has a number of tenants, will you tell us what is the smallest area a man could 
live on !—what is the smallest area requisite for a man who does nothing else ? Nothing less than 50 
acres, and then he would be half his time idle. When you have the weeds killed, the cane requires
, . °, .e, 01161? i1 ‘ ,,kn an ayerage, a man would have about £3 per acre a year clear money forhimself, which would be £150 a year. ± j j
S-i3-6 many holdings as large as. that, or are they mostly smaller ? There are some larger
^f’li-inn10"1 fiay,!10 average 18 about 30 to 40 acres right through the district. That would mean about £100 a year profit.

®tatu after considerable thought und. experience that a man wouid have £3 per acre per year, 
after expenses and rent are paid ? Tes; I am allowing £1 an acre. F 7 ’
I a si- vear T Uld q1S idle ? Yes ; I am charging the cane at 10s. a ton for the farmers.
S! JaJ Th,r <led"cled tro“ th' Prk«""
qqq' ^as cane at,f bett.er price a year or two ago ? Tes ; I think they gave 12s. .
™ T dbett!r?- Te8: tbe cane-grower had 10s. if he had been growing cane five
thTfi^LT /d make “0re ,durir;8 the following five years. He is then at a smaller expense, During
Thafri tC IveraSJenri^PeXVe'- Tu® fw* ^ he haS t0 °lear and Plant’ and ifc C08ts about £9 acre. 
qoQ* wih + ip P., .yben lr} following years it will cost him about £3 an acre. '
fuU WOTk^ are th<3 °ther mi S m the dlstrict ? The one adjoining me belongs to Eobb & Co. It is in
Comnanv^Tll^Pw .distrmt which is not in use ? No ; there was only the Colonial Sugar
£ ril and E'0bb f Co- s,mdi-. Tbere was one at Tumbulgum, but it only worked about a month
more than one moXswTrk. ^ Tt WaS a Sma11 C°nCerD’ but i<! was caPable of doing
iono ww7011 d0Ile WeU 0ut of your sugar industry? Tes ; I cannot complain.
rfl°nid‘lvTl!1+l,r^yPrfVieT S aS t<:’.daiJying ? 1 tlllnk dairying is a great industry, and that it will grow .
?nPtftwetd dktrW*' quamP ' a dairyman myselt, but I am going by the results of the first creamery 
m the Tweed district. The Byron Bay creamery distributed £200 a month among the farmers at the 

"inning. They are now paying £7,500 a month. That is an enormous stride in two years. Twelve or 
®enPrthS "Pr had P a registered dairyman; now, I think, we have nineJ-six. Thlt is all 

^eHr^^-he feen m0nths‘ • ffom these strides there will be a'greater increase in future. What
fKh i S t0^18 t lat thly bave not caPltal to extend their operations. They are only breeding 
w n It ^ It ?ea™ they must double or treble what they are doing now. 7 S

d0p°f-31 thc growth of the dairying industry be slow ? It is in its infancy ; it has not commenced if 
we judge by what has taken place at Byron Bay. *0.
flatter mvself Hitt you:r sugar-growing for dairying? I know nothing about dairying, but I
watchmtker’s butiness! 8omothmg about sugar-cane. It is like going from the blacksmith’s to the

#30 (a)—E

W. U-. (Jollier.

31 Mar., 1898.

1005.
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W. Or. Collier. 1005. Which do you think is the best industry for a district of this kind ? I do not think there is any 
^Adifference. A great drawback on the river has been that a person might hold 100 acres of land, and out of

31 Mar., 1898. phgi there would be only 20 acres fit for sugar-cane. The rest would be fit for dairying purposes.
1006. Do you think that the two industries could go on side by side? Tes. _
1007. What industry do you think employs the greater number of persons ? I think dairying would
make closer settlement, because in dairying the whole of the money earned stays in the district and is 
spent. That is not the case with sugar. Take the Colonial Sugar Company’s employees. They work 
perhaps the whole of the season ; when they get their money they go straight to the metropolis and
perhaps spend it all there. Whereas in the dairying, if the money is ever so little, it remains in the
district. The farmer and his family develop the farm, and the profits remain in the district.
1008. As a means of supplying freight, which is the best industry ? I can speak as to what I have paid 
for freight to Sydney on sugar for ten years up to about 1896. I paid about 22s.^ per ton freight to 
Sydney. When the training-walls were finished as they are now, I got freights to Sydney for 12s. per 
ton. If the work were completed, and we could get bigger vessels which would come right up the river 
thus doing away with the expense of droghering—I think we would get freight at 8s. per ton, or less.
1009. I suppose the inhabitants are all prepared to hand over the difference to the Government in order 
to pay interest on the cost of the work ? I do not say that; but I think the Government will get a good 
return from the people who will take up land. They ought te be satisfied with that, considering the

. hardships undergone by a pioneer in this district.
1010. Has there been any talk in the district about paying any port dues ? No; but I have no doubt 
they are prepared to pay a fair thing. The district has been retarded owing to its being so far away from 
a market, and because it had worse facilities than any other place on the coast. What we ought to receive 
in profits we have had to pay in freight. The Richmond River district has progressed rapidly, because the 
people there can get cheap freights. That district will soon be taken up by settlers, and then they must 
come over here.
1011. Has this district a splendid rainfall ? Tes; there have been 49 inches this year up to the present date.
1012. Does the cane suffer very much from disease? No.'
1013. Not even on the river banks ? One year the disease played havoc, but the fearfully wet season had
something to do with that. .
1014. Would you like to see the sugar industry fall through? Decidedly not. I think there is no reason 
why the sugar industry should fall through. My experience is that we can hold our own with any part 
of the world. I have known crops which I think formed arecord in any part of the world. A crop was cut 
for nine consecutive times, and then the average crop was 16 tons per acre. That was without replanting.
1015. A witness at the Heads told us that he thought that practically the interests of this district were
held under the control of the Colonial Sugar Refining Company ; suppose they cleared out to-morrow 
with their mills, do you think that the industry of the district would still go on ? Tes. _
1016. Do you think there would be no trouble in getting the cane threshed, and that everything would 
go on ? Not the slightest.
1017. What have their mills'cost? A very large sum has been spent here in mills, punts, &c.
1018. Do you think there would be sufficient machinery forthcoming at once to deal with all the sugar
grown here if they were to shut up to-morrow, and that the district would not suffer any check ? Tor 
my part I do not think the Colonial Sugar Company has the slightest idea of leaving. If they had I think 
there is any amount of private capital which would come forward. If I had £50,000 to speculate with 
I would not be at all afraid to speculate at the present prices. I do not see any prospect of prices coming 
down to zero. _
1019. Mr. Clarke.'] Tou stated that the hands employed by the Colonial Sugar Refining Company went 
away at the end of the season ? Most of them do.
1020. Do not some of them remain in the district and take up farms ? Tes; some of them have done so.
1021. Then, as a rule, they do not all go away? Not all of them, but the majority go away.
1022. If the district is such a fine one as you say, surely some of those working men would remain here 
and take up farms ? They have done so.
1023. Chairman.] Do you make raw or marketable sugar ? I make both. One season I made raw sugar
for the Company. .
1024. What do you do, as a rule ? I make it for the open market. It is sold by auction by Harris 
and Ackman, and Gibbs, Bright, & Co.
1025. What is about the average of your output ? About 300 tons.
1026. Does that all go away to the outside market? Tes; except what is used locally.
1027. Is that a large percentage ? About 15 tons.
1028. What about your tonnage inwards from Sydney ? I should say that in the season it is about 100 
or 150 tons.
1029. Do you know anything about Robb’s mill ? Tes ; I have been through it.
1030. As there is no witness here from that Company I would like to know what is about the gross 
output of sugar from Robb’s mill per year ? I was never through their books, and they did not tell me, 
but judging from the amount of cane grown, I should think it is about 1,400 or 1,500 tons.
1031. What do they use for fuel? Both coal and wood.
1032. Therefore, there is an importation of coal ? Tes ; latterly they have used all coal.
1033. About how many tons in the year ? About 100 tons of coal per week.
1034. What is the length of their campaign ? Generally about four months. They use a lot of coal. I 
should say about 2,000 tons.
1035. Do they manufacture a marketable article ? No ; they manufacture raw sugar for the Company.
1036. Do you punt any of the cane to your mill? No ; it is all carted ; it is grown within an easy distance.
1037. Is there any other point on which you wish to give us any information ? I think the Government
is retarding the district by not completing the harbour works. It makes a great difference to the 
inhabitants of the district. ’
1038. Has not the Government already spent £30,000 on the training-walls ? Tes; but it is like 
building a house without a roof.
1039. But will not these walls be practically the foundation of the work, as the works will have to be 
carried out according to an original design, in which the training-walls were the preliminary portion;—are 
you of opinion that these training-walls have already given a certain amount of relief ? Certainly.
1040. Do you offer any objection to the design ? No. 1041.

34 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.
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1041. Making ifc a question of a port versus the railway, which will he of greater value to the district— ^Collier, 
the railway which is called the North Coast Eailway, or a good port at the Tweed Heads r Tor the
district itself, a good port in connection with the river would be preferable to a railway, but the proposed ar'’ ' 
railway would also be a great improvement. _ _
1042. But which, in your opinion, would be the most advantageous to the people of the district? A good 
port in connection with the Tweed River.
1043. If the North Coast Railway were made, could you send your raw sugar, butter, maize, and so on 
by railway to Sydney, as against water-carriage ? Decidedly not.
1044. Does not that, in your opinion, answer the question ? Tes ; railway freights could not compare 
with water freights.

1045.
1046.
1047.
1048.

1051.
1052. 
flour,
1053.
1054.
1055.
1056.

Richard Painter Charles, storekeeper, Murwillumbah, sworn, and examined:—
Chairman.'] "Where do you reside? I have resided for fourteen years in Murwillumbah.
Mr. Blade.] How do you obtain your goods from Sydney ? I obtain them now by steamer.
Are they transhipped on the way ? Tes ; at the Tweed Heads, into lighters.
Do you get any goods-by way of Byron Bay? No. ,

1019. Have you any trade with Brisbane ? No.
1050. How many storekeepers are there in the town ? Pour. -

Do they all trade as you do ? I think so. .
What freight do you pay all round ? Fifteen shillings per ton by steamer, with the exception of 
which is 12s. or 12s. 6d.
That is about 16 per cent, on your goods ? Tes ; except on some goods.
Less on groceries, and more on drapery ? Tes.
How far are you from the metropolis by water ? 372 miles.
Then your freight for that distance is much lower than the inhabitants of country towns a similar 

distance from Sydney have to pay for railway carriage ? Tes.
1057. Then the element of delay in receiving your goods would form a percentage on the cost ? Tes, a 
very large one.
1058. Which in the case of extreme delay might counterbalance the saving in freight ? Tes.
1059. Have you ever had any very great delay in receiving goods from Sydney? Tes.
1060. Have vessels been compelled to stand off the entrance ? Tes.
1061. What is the greatest delay you have ever known in obtaining goods from Sydney ? I have known 
a ship to be four or five days outside the Heads. Then the cargo is transhipped, and it is five or six days 
before the lighter gets up here.
1062. In a case like that it takes you about a fortnight to get your goods from Sydney ? Sometimes," 
and at other times it is less. We sometimes have them delivered in ten days.
1063. What is your yearly import from Sydney ? Approximately, 700 or 800 tons a year. '
1064. Do you buy produce on the river ? Tes. »
1065. Do you sell that locally or send it outwards? We sell ifc locally; we cannot get it to Sydney ; it 
would be a loss, owing to the uncertainty of the shipping. We cannot foretell our market.
1066. If you had speedy transit and a sure market would you do as other storekeepers do, and take in 
kind from those who deal with you ? Tes ; we do that now, but we could do it more largely, and, if 
possible, we would ship to Sydney.
1067. Does the uncertainty of the market and the delay in shipment prevent you from dealing with 
Sydney, and does it also militate against other people doing so ? Tes.
1068. Therefore it retards the productiveness of the district? Tes.
1069. Have you been engaged only in storekeeping ? Tes.
1070. What is your idea of the future of the district? I have always had very great hopes of it, and it 
has gone ahead considerably since I have been here.
1071. Do you think its future lies solely in the sugar industry ? No.
1072. Do you think its welfare is so bound up in the sugar industry that it could not live without ifc ? No.
1073. Do you think the district is so thickly populated now that it could not support its present popula
tion without the sugar industry ? It would make a very great deal of difference to the district if the 
sugar industry were crushed.
1074. Do you think the district is so thickly populated that with the sugar industry its population would 
be lessened? Tes.
1075. Do you think that the population would not be absorbed by other methods of employment ? No.
1076. But you think that that decline which would result from change of occupation would not be 
permanent—that it would only be a retardation? Tes.
1077. If there were any interference with the present industries it would only be a matter of time for 
the people, or for those who may take their place, to revert to other occupations ? Tes.
1078. Is there any other great industry besides dairying which could be developed, such as fruit-growing ? 
I think so.

R. V. Charles.

31 Mar., 1898.

1079. We have been told that it pays to grow strawberries, oranges, bananas, pines, passion fruit, lemons, 
and some of the stone fruits;—is that correct? Probably. The climate is adapted for fruit-growing, 
but in my experience many pests have taken away the fruit—bird and insect pests.
1080. Would not that be diminished by closer settlement ? Tes, and then perhaps more attention would 
be paid to the subject.
1081. As you have an early summer here and practically very little winter, with your facilities for 
producing fruit early in summer, and with speedy transit, might you not realise good prices in the Sydney 
market ? Tes, if you could get it away to Sydney.
1082. Is there any other point on which you would like to give evidence ? No ; except that we are 
unable to get produce away to Sydney, which is our only market. We grow good corn here, and if we 
could get it to Sydney we would obtain a good price.
1083. Do you think it would be readily marketable in Sydney if you could get it there ? Tes.
1084. I thought the maize grown here was subject to weevils ? No. Some of it may be, but we can get 
as good maize here as any sold in Sydney. We have here the same in regard to eggs ; there has been a 
very large consignment of eggs to Sydney from the district, but we have great difficulty in carrying on

that
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R. -P- Charles, that trade. If it were not for the small launches running backwards and forwards we would not be able 
to get the eggs on to the ship. When we do send a consignment of eggs to Sydney the ship may not be 

31 Mar., 1898. aye to get out 0£ ^ r£ver^ There may t>e a aix days’ delay, and probably we will strike a bad market, 
or the eggs will be bad. The South Coast eggs always bring a better price on that account in the Sydney 
market.
1085. Tou have stated that the double handling of your goods and the droghering to and from the Heads 
increases the cost of freight ? Tes.
1086. In spite of that there is no other method of bringing goods here as cheaply ? Hot as cheaply as 
by water carriage. If the communication from here to the Heads were good, I should say the freights 
from Sydney by steamer would be for dead weight not more than 8s. or 9s. per ton. There would be that 
difference in freight if the ships could come right up here.
1087. That would be saving the cost of droghering, the shorter passage, and lighter insurance ? Tes.
1088. In such a case the goods could easily bear the imposition of a small tonnage rate ? Tes.
1089. Mr. Trickett.~] Having been a resident here for twelve years, what do you look upon as the industry

. which has built up the district ? Sugar.
1090. Chairman.^ Are you of opinion that the railway between here and Byron Bay would influence pro
duce that might be raised midway between these points for export by the river ? Tes.
1091. What is your conviction on that matter? It would influence traffic from any place this side of
Byron Bay. ■
1092. Would the produce raised, say, half-way between here and Byron Bay gravitate to the river to be 
transported to Sydney, or would it gravitate to the Eichmond? No ; it would gravitate to the Tweed ; 
it could be done equally as cheaply here.
1093. We have been told that there is a large quantity of land lying at the back of this town ; if that 
country develops in future as anticipated, will there not necessarily be a large tonnage from there ? Tes.
1094. If that is to find, its way from the railway station by steamer, does it not follow, as a matter of 
necessity, that the steamers must be able to load that cargo as close to the railway station at Murwillumbah 
as possible ? Tes ; the ship must be able to come right up.
1095. Would it pay to cart it from the railway station to the river to put it on droghers and drogher it 
down the river ? No there must be one handling, and the ship must be at the wharf to receive it.
1096. Would it be possible to extend the railway or a tramway to the bank of the river ? Tes.
1097. Under conditions of that kind would it make possible the shipment of produce from the upper 
portion of the river ? Tes.
1098. At present is the railway of very little use to you ? Tes.

. 1099. If this port is made, if the river is dredged, and the steamers are brought into the vicinity of the 
railway with a proper connection made between them, do you think that would be the means of increasing 
the freight, thereby giving increased employment to the railway, which at present earns very little, and 
that it wmuld also increase the development of the country generally? Tes ; that is undoubtedly the case.
1100. Have you thought of this matter before ? , Tes, for years. The railway is of no benefit to a man 
in business.
1101. Are you strongly of opinion that the port must always be the means of outlet for this district ? Tes.
1102. If proper facilities are given for a better class of vessels to trade here, and there is a cheap con
nection between the railway station and the river, are you of opinion that the railway between here and 
Byron Bay will increase its traffic, that the export by way of the river would be largely increased, and 
that the district generally will be benefited ? Tes.

36 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. ,

Patrick McMahon, cane farmer, Chindera, sworn, and examined:—
P. McMahon. 1103. Chairman.'] How long have you resided in this district ? I lived two and a half years at Chindera, 
/——^ an(i I have been ten and a half years in The Tweed Elver district.

31 Mar.,1898. pi04, Mr. Clarke.] What benefit will it be to the district if the proposed improvements in the river were 
carried out ? It would do a great deal of good.
1105. Hitherto, have you had great difficulty in getting your produce to and from Sydney in consequence 
of the bad state of the bar? Tes ; freight here has been much higher than on any of the other rivers. 
Until recently, it was 25s. ton and 30s. per ton ; now it is 15s. per ton.
1106. Do you think that if the river were improved the charge for freight would be much lower ? Tes. 
I suppose the freight will be the same as it is on the Clarence.
1107. Do you consider it would be a further advantage to have the river navigable right up to Murwill
umbah ? Tes.
1108. Is the cane industry best suited for the district ? Tes ; the cane industry is the principal thing ; it 
is more profitable than anything else.
1109. Have you cultivated on the highland? Tes. '
1110. What area ? Sixty acres.
1111. Have you low land also ? Tes; but I have not planted that.

■ 1112. Has it paid you well of late years on the hills? Tes ; I would not touch the low land.
1113. Why ? In the first place it is not so easy to clear the low land ; furthermore, the low land is always 
subject to rain, and you cannot work the low land after heavy rain.
1114. Do you suffer from frost on the low land ? I do not think so. It is not the frost that is 
frightening me.
1115. Do you consider the high land is the best ? Tes, it is superior land altogether. •
1116. Are there not other articles of produce grown in the district besides cane ? Tes, maize and 
potatoes ; pigs are reared, and there is dairying.
1117. Do you consider that cane is the principal industry ? Tes ; that seems to be everybody’s opinion.
1118. Does it require a larger population than the other industries ? Tes.
1119. Is there a large area of land not yet alienated ? Tes.
1120. Is there much of that land suited for farming purposes ? A good deal of that land is mountainous,
but other portions are adapted for dairying purposes. •
1121. Is that the reason why it has not been taken up ? I think it is only suitable for dairying pur
poses. I daresay most of it will be alienated during the next ten years. If it were made available under

some
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some other form of tenure than the present tenure it might be taken up. For example, there are no P- McMahon, 
settlement leases in this district, and I think they would be suitable to that part of the country. The ^, 
Grovernment seems to make the area too small. The G-overnment seems to think that a man can live on Mar;, 1898.: 
100 acres, which would be impossible on that description of land.
1122. Have you heard that it is anticipated that a railway will be made from Queensland to the Tweed? Tes.
1123. Would it give you greater facilities for obtaining a market in Queensland ? No.
1124. Do you think the produce would still go to Sydney ? Tes; there is a protective tariff in Queens
land which prevents anything from going across.
1125. Mr. Triclcett,~\ Have you prospered on your 60 acres ? Tes.
1L26. Do you work yourself or do you employ labour ? I work myself, and, of course, I employ a good 
deal of labour. I see that others work.
1127. Are you more an overseer than a worker on those 60 acres ? Tes.
1128. Tou have heard several people give their opinions as to the number of acres of cane land which 
are required to keep a man and his family;—what is your opinion ? About 40 acres of good land. A 
man can live very comfortably on 40 acres of sugar-cane.
1129. Would he have to work all the year round ? He would only have to work in the spring and 

' harvest time, but he would probably, then, have to work twenty hours in a day. During a great part
of the year there is a good deal of slack time.
1130. Which do you think is the better industry for the district—dairying or cane-growing ? I have 
said that the sugar industry is the staple industry. If the sugar-cane dies out dairying must take its 
place. The people must do something for a living.
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George Dinsey, farmer, Tumbulgum, sworn, and examined:—
1131. Chairman.'] How long have you been in the district ? Thirty-one years. O. Dinsey.
1132. Mr. Trichett.] What sort of farm have you got? Cane-growing and mixed farming. - a _^
1133. What area have you under cane ? Not a great deal; since the duty came off, I have let it run out. 31 Mar., 1898.
1134. What area have you had regularly growing sugar? My son has been employed with me growing 
cane; we have jointly looked after about 60 acres; that is with a few acres of maize besides. It is 
nearly all maize this year. We have grown about 60 acres of sugar and 15 or 20 acres of maize.
1135. Have you and your son made a fair living on that area ? Tes.
1136. Latterly, have you slacked off growing cane ? Tes; I only planted 6 acres last season, until I 
saw how the sugar duties were dealt with.
1137. Did you send your cane to the Colonial Sugar Company under contract ? Tes.
1138. What do you do with the corn you grow ? I' sold some on the river, and I generally used to send
it to Sydney. .
1139. Are you putting in a good crop of maize now ? Tes ; I am now pulling some.
1140. How will maize-growing compare with sugar-growing with regard to prof t ? The profit on maize 
as compared with sugar-cane is hardly worth speaking about.
1141. Do you carry on dairying ? I believe I was the first to start dairying on the Tweed, twenty years 
ago. I carried on dairying with farming, and I sold the produce at the Company’s mill. People used to 
pay Is. a lb. for butter, but others started afterwards and brought down the price so low that I went in 
for growing sugar-cane, which was the most profitable.
1142. If the sugar-mill ceased to work here, what would you do with your land ? If the Sugar Company 
left the river I would leave the river too. I would not go into dairying.
1143. Why ? It is not suitable for an old man. I believe it might pay where there is a large family of
small children. ’
1144. Do you think the district is suitable for dairying ? Tes, parts of it; but a man would be mad to 
go in for dairying where he can grow cane.
1145. Is there any other point on which you would like to give evidence? Two years ago last month I 
had a nice lot of com, which was very early. There was a good price to be obtained in Sydney, and at a 
good deal of expense I got the corn pulled and got it on to the steamer. The price in Sydney at that time 
was 3s. 6d. a bushel. The steamer was bar-bound for four or five days at the Heads, and when the vessel 
got to Sydney the price of corn had fallen to 2s. The corn got heated on board the steamer, and I only 
got Is. 8d. a bushel for it. If I could have got it to Sydney at first it would have realised 3s. 6d.

Eussell Dowling, manager, Colonial Sugar Helming Company’s Mill, Condong, sworn, and further
examined :— ■

1146. Chairman^] Can you give us any idea as to the gross tonnage that leaves the mill for export, and R. Dowling,
the gross tonnage that comes to the works ? I cannot say definitely. I have not looked up that question, — a -t 
but I think that between 9,000 and 10,000 tons come and go both ways. 31 Mar., 1898.
1147. What number of hands are employed? About 300 during the season.
1148. Then you have a permanent staff? Tes ; from thirty to thirty-five.
1149. Have you given us the train freight of cane which you receive at the .mill? Tes; I took a few 
notes this morning, and they deal with various points as far as the rivers are concerned. They are as . 
follow:—As the question of the future of the Tweed district is now a matter of some importance, 
especially as your Committee are engaged in taking evidence with regard to the advisability of spending a 
large sum of money in connection with the harbour works, a short statement from me may assist in 
explaining the position. Mr. Black asked me yesterday about a certain circular which was sent to the 
farmers in 1894 in respect to the limitation of area, but I cannot find any trace of such circular. Head 
office letters notified me exactly how I should deal with the area, and when the limit fixed by them was 
reached I had to decline further contracts.
1150. Mr. Ulack.] Was there a date to that document? It was about July, 1894. Mr. Pettigrew drew
your attention to the efforts made by the farmers te grow more cane, and when a certain area was reached 
we paid Is. 6d. a ton more. It is quite true that with a larger tonnage to crush we could afford to pay a ■ 
higher price for it. In those days very little cane was grown, comparatively speaking. With the opening •*.
up of the railway line a great number of people were attracted to this district, and some of the line "" > '

. workers
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R.Dowling, workers settled down as residents. We had not up to that time limited the area; farmers naturally 
thought that unlimited areas could be grown, but unfortunately just about the time of the sugar boom 

31 Mar., 1898. there was trouble in the air, and the company instructed me not to take more cane than could he crushed 
in a double mill. In 1895, about the winter time, the company issued a manifesto warning the farmers 
as to the position in the event of the sugar duties being removed, and then when the news was spread 
abroad it was natural to expect that the workers would be disheartened, and from that time the business 
commenced to fall away. Of course it was useless for the company to talk about erecting the extra mill 
as promised. Since that time we have crushed the cane by working long hours, in fact twenty-four hours 
per day, and the seasons lasting for twenty-eight weeks. _ _
1151. Chairman^ What is the limit of the campaign ? 65,000 tons for a period of about twenty-eight
weeks. Last year you may remember that £1 of the duty was taken off, and the price of the cane was 
reduced Is. 8d., and this year a further amount comes off, under the present understanding that the 
industry will cease at the end of 1899. The company have renewed their offer to the farmers 
which is practically the same one that was made when Mr. Reid visited Lismore in 1896, and we 
are willing to carry out the arrangement from this season provided the duty is left at £3. From 
this you will see, therefore, that Parliament has more to do with the matter than anyone else. 
In my opinion the failure of the sugar industry simply means ruin to the Tweed, for I hold that ' 
when no cane is grown land will depreciate fully 50 per cent., and it will become unsaleable as it is in 
many cases at present, owing to the uncertainty of the business. It is all very wrell for the dairyman to 
say that the sugar industry does not interest him ; of course it does. The fact of high values for land 
being kept up for cane-growing is of interest to him. For such purposes land has been sold at £15 to £18 
per acre, that must necessarily help to keep up the value of the land at the heads of the creeks, which 
is naturally cut off from cane-growing, owing to its distance from navigable water. This is a matter 
which does not affect the Tweed only, for the Richmond and the Clarence are included in the sugar

. districts. The failure of the sugar business generally means the loss of the staple industry. Then we
’ have to consider the loss there will be in the employment of labour if we shut down at Condong. We 

employ during the season, including the cane-cutters and mill hands, some 300 workers, and these men 
are not the class who would carry on dairying. Then again the shipping will be a small matter in the 
future. Tou should now have a good idea as to the business done in connection with the sugar industry, 
viz.: freight on coal, sugar, and other merchandise, and the balance of trade, if 50 per cent, were added, 
would fairly represent the prospect of trade in a few years to come. In dealing with the Company’s 
workers it must not be forgotten that although we import a certain amount of rations, yet they and their 
families live on the river, and are supplied with other goods by the general business people. Then again 
Mr. Black asked me how many farmers dealt with the Company. Speaking from memory I rather 
understated the number. In 1896 we had 285, but of course since then they are gradually going out of 
the business. Those farmers also have their families to bring up ; they employ labour to work the cane, 
the cane has to be stripped, chipped, and it has to be hauled to water, which means the employment of 
many horses and men. In round figures I should say that each farmer employs from two and a half to three 
men which means roughly the employment of 855 men; they have to be maintained and fed by the business 
people. Then, again, leaving the Tweed, the coal miners who hew the coal, for our mills need not do so, 
and the shipping which works the cargo can be laid up, then surely the merchants in the city must see that 
there will be a loss of business in the north. There is yet another matter, that is our railway line, that 
was built essentially for cane-growing; the area allotted to that district, even with a limit, was 2,000 acres. 
1,037 acres was the highest acreage reached. At the present time it is 843, which shows a loss of 200 
from last year. The railway receipts came to £2,333 in 1896; £1,798 in 1897; and, say, £1,500 in 1898. 
Then it will fall to nothing. If the area of 2,000 acres were maintained, I estimate that it would have 
yielded £5,000. I do not know what business the railway does outside cane business, but it is very evident 
that it cannot amount to much. The loss on interest and working expenses on this railway is known to 
be very bad at present, but when the sugar industry comes to an end it will be very much worse. The 
Tweed district is a most valuable part of New South Wales ; it has an abundant rainfall which is good for 
cane-growing, and droughts are unknown. With cane-growing, maize, and pig rearing, together with 
dairying in full swing, I feel sure that harbour improvements would be a necessity. As I have said before, 
dairying and sugar-cane growing can be well carried on side by side, and with such a combination a large 
population would be assured.
1152. Mr. Black.~\ Tou said that during the season you employed 300 workers ;—where do they come 
from ? As far as the work of the mill is concerned I wish to make it clear that every available man in 
this district gets a job if he is fitted for the work. Local men get the preference over any men from 
other districts.
1153. Do not the bulk of them come from Sydney ? I would not say that that is the case. A lot of

. . them come from the Richmond. _
. 1154. At one time did not the bulk of them come from Sydney ? More of them came from Sydney in

former days than have come here since. Some of the farmers who consider that their profits are not so 
great at sugar-growing, owing to the reduced prices, are looking for something to make up the loss. 
In cases of that kind they get work, and cut cane for us in the cane-fields. Many get the offer of work 
in their own paddocks, thereby reducing their loss. The proportion of working men who come to us 
from Sydney is smaller than it used to be in former days.
1155. Mr. Triclcett.~\ With regard to the freight on the railway from Lismore to this place, what do the 
goods which are carried chiefly consist of ? The sugar-cane.
1156. Is it brought to this place to be crushed ? Tes ; I should say that two-thirds of the business done 
on the railway is the carriage of cane. Mr. Black asked me some questions yesterday wish regard to 
areas. I then gave the figures from memory ; but I now give them accurately. The area under cane 
with which the Company dealt was, in 1895, 3,771 acres ; in 1896, 5,097 acres ; and in 1897, 4,390 acres.
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T W Keele Thomas William Keele, M. Inst. C.E., District Engineer, Ballina, sworn, and further examined:— 
M.I.C.E. 1157. Chairman.'] There is a matter in connection with the cost of the proposed harbour works on the 

1 Tweed River with regard to which we should like you to give us additional information; are you prepared
3i Mar., 18S8. ^ so now p ye0_ Since I gave my estimate at the Tweed Heads I have gone further into the question.

My
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My estimate on that occasion, as you know, was based on the assumption that the walls would be started c E^’
almost immediately, and before the indurated sand-patch was removed. I find, however, that Mr. Darley ' \ ' ' 
in his evidence provides means for removing that patch before the southern wall is commenced. That jjar iggg. 
being so, the estimate can be reduced considerably. In going into the figures, I find that with regard to 
the north breakwater the number of tons would be the same as I have already given, and for Ho. 2 wall 
the same, but for the south breakwater 118,050 tons would be the quantity, making a total of 218,100 
tons, which would cost £31,438 2s. 6d. The other figures remain the same, viz., rails and sleepers,
£2,500; waggons, £1,800; cranes, £3,000; bridge, £1,000, making a total of £8,300 for plant; super
vision, £1,200, making a total of £43,938 2s. 6d., that is assuming that the indurated sand-patch is 
completely removed. If it remains there then you must take my previous estimate.
1158. Then, approximately, your figures, if worked out on the same basis as Mr. Parley’s, are the same ; 
the difference is this : that if the indurated sand-patch remains there, of course the cost must be increased ?
Tes, that is really the point of difference. The total cost on the whole of the work would be 4s. and a 
fraction per ton, and it certainly could be done for that. We are doing the work on the Richmond under 
the estimate of 4s. 6d. per ton, and the work could certainly be done on this river for 4s. per ton.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—HARBOUR WORKS AT TWEED RIVER.

[One plan.]

Sydney: William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1898.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

HARBOUR WORKS AT MACLEAY RIVER.

EEPOET.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 1888, 
51 Vic. No. 37, the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 Vic. No. 26, 
and the Public Works (Committees’ Remuneration) Act of 1889, 53 Vic. No. 
11, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon “ the 

. expediency of constructing Harbour Works at Macleay River,” have, after due 
inquiry, resolved that it is expedient that the proposed harbour works, to cost 
£95,000, should be constructed ; and, in accordance with the provision of sub
section iv of clause 13 of the Public Works Act, report their resolution to 
the Legislative Assembly :—

Description op the River,

1. The Macleay is one of the principal of the coastal rivers, and drains an 
area of 4,600 square miles, much of the upper portion of which is described as rugged 
and precipitous country; but along the lower reaches of the river there are large 
areas of rich alluvial soil, eminently suitable for cultivation.

Navigation can be carried on up to 36 miles from the entrance, for vessels 
drawing from 8 to 9 feet of water. The total length of the river is 200 miles, but 
at a distance of 43 miles from the heads tidal influence ceases. Like most of the 
rivers on the north coast, the Macleay is visited periodically by heavy floods, causing 
deposits of sand at various points in the river, and rendering constant dredging 
necessary. .
r Sir John Goode’s Scheme.

2. In 1885, when Sir John Goode visited New South Wales, advantage was 
taken of the visit to obtain from him a report as to the best method of improving 
the Macleay entrance, and four schemes were dealt with by him. These are marked 
and numbered on the map published with this Report. No. 1 scheme, which he 
recommended, consisted of :—

1. South breakwater, commencing at the north-west angle of the South Spit,
extending thence northerly and easterly 4,000 feet, with an extension of 
500 feet, when funds are available. Total length, 4,500 feet.

2. North breakwater, commencing on the southern face of North Head, and
extending in a south and easterly direction 1,000 feet, terminating at a 
point 700 feet distant from the south breakwater, with an extension of 500 
feet, if found desirable hereafter. Total length, 1,500 feet.

He believed that this width (700 feet) would sufficiently restrict the entrance 
to produce a navigable depth of 12 feet at low water, or 16 feet 6 inches at 
h.w.o.s.t., which is equal to the navigation of vessels drawing, say, 12 feet.

3. Training-bank, 11,000 feet long on the eastern side of channel at Pisherman’s
Reach, to obviate the escape of water through the old channel, and also 
prevent the river breaking through the sand spit during the floods.

(4.)
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4. Training-bank, 5,600 feet long, to close tbe old channel (Spencer Creek),
which skirts the west side of Shark Island.

5. Leading lights and buoys.
G. West training-bank, 7,000 feet long, to prevent fluctuations in the depth of 

channel through the disturbance of the sand within the entrance in times 
of flood and gale; the outer end to be 300 feet from the north breakwater 
to form a wave-trap.

The estimated cost of the works was as follows : —

First instalment of the ivorks.
South breakwater, 4,000 feet ... ... ... ... £133,000
North breakwater, 1,000 feet ... ... ... ... 48,700
Training-bank, Fisherman's Reach, 11,000 feet ... 62,800
Training-bank, Shark Island, 5,600 feet ... ... 21,800
Buoying and lighting channel ... ... ... ... 2,000

------------  268,300

Extension loorlcs required to complete design.
West training-bank, 7,000 feet ... ... ... ...
South breakwater (additional length), 500 feet ...
North breakwater (additional length), 500 feet ...

£48,400
39.000
27.000

114,400

Total £382,700

The Departmental Proposals.

3. Subsequently, and up to the year 1895, representations were made as to the 
necessity for doing something to improve the entrance to the river, and examinations 
with a view to doing what was required were made by an officer of the Department 
of Public Works. In 1893 a flood occurred in the river and made a new channel 
where it is now proposed to construct the permanent harbour works. This channel 
enters Trial Bay, at a point If mile north of. the South-West Rocks, and a 
recommendation was made that as Nature had produced this outlet, and it appeared 
to remain unaltered, measures should be taken to make it permanently navigable. 
It was, therefore, proposed that the sum of £10,000 should be made available for 
the construction of a training wall, and that a temporary barrier should be thrown 
up on the northern side of the new channel between Shark Island and the coast 
sand-ridge, so that the tidal flow might be diverted into the new channel. The 
advantages from fixing the entrance at the place suggested were represented as:—

(1) A much more sheltered entrance than the present one.
(2) At least 10 miles less steaming on the round trip, Sydney to Kempsey.
(3) The saving in dredging in consequence of the unstable portion of the river 

not being required in the new scheme.
(4) The saving of about 10 miles of training-walls over the above length.
(5) Increased scour on the new bar due to tidal flow and flood discharge in 

consequence of the decrease in length of river channel.
(6) The saving in haulage of all stone used in the work.
(7) A smaller and cheaper class of stone required in the breakwaters in con

sequence of the sheltered position, and a less length of breakwaters than 
that required at Grassy Head.

It was pointed out at the time that one of Sir John Goode’s chief objections to 
fixing the entrance at this point was the loss of the Clybucca Creek waters, but this 
it was stated could be overcome by diverting the creek.

The matter was referred to a sub-committee of the Board of Reference con
nected Avith the Department of Public Works, and they approved of what was 
proposed. In nearly all cases, they pointed out, where a channel has broken out 
under abnormal circumstances, such as a heavy flood, it has only remained open so 
long as these special circumstances have existed, and Avhen these have disappeared 
the rivers have gone back to their normal channels ; but in this case it is not so. The 
channel that was opened by the flood, 1893, had apparently become permanent, and

remained
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remained open under the normal circumstances of the river during a dry season. 
They believed that if the whole of the water that at present leaves the river and 
enters the new channel were concentrated and passed out over the bar, it would 
open up and maintain a permanent channel which could be used by ocean steamers.

The sum of £10,000, it was considered, would be sufficient not only for the 
closing of the Spencer’s Creek channel, but for the protection of the banks to further 
assist in fixing the new channel. It was also explained that in the event of any 
large scheme for the permanent improvement of the entrance to the- river being 
undertaken in the future, it would cost very much less to carry it out at the channel 
it was now proposed to improve than at the old main channel as recommended by 
Sir John Coode, inasmuch as there would be a saving of over 10 miles of training- 
wall while the breakwater at the main entrance would cost no more if it cost so much.

In December, 1895, a scheme for training-walls and breakwaters was prepared.

Works carried 0ut.

4. Works already carried out at the entrance to the Macleay Diver com
prise the construction of training-walls; the dredging of a channel in Spencer’s 
Creek about 250 feet in width, with a depth of from 12 to 14 feet, which has been 
cut through the tongue of land formed by a sharp bend in the course of the creek; 
the protection of the sides of this channel with a facing of stone; and the construction 
of a barrier-bank across the creek to the north of the entrance. Up to 31st December, 
1897, the expenditure according to the evidence of the Under-Secretary for Public 
Works, amounted to £14,953 9s. 4d, which has some bearing upon the completion 
of the works.

The Proposed Works.

5. It is now proposed to extend the northern training-wall from its present 
terminus at Shark Island down to the entrance, and to continue the southern 
training-wrall to the same point; and this, it is contended by the officers of tbe 
Department, will, by allowing the free ingress and egress of tidal and flood waters, 
result in the scouring out of the channel so as to produce a safe and easy entrance 
for navigation.
. The complete scheme designed by the Department provides, in addition to 
those now put forward, for the construction of a northern and a southern breakwater 
and the extension of the training-walls at a lower level up stream to the junction 
of Spencer’s Creek with the main river, and the straightening and deepening of the 
channel by dredging. These further works are, however, not at present considered 
to be necessary.

Estimated Cost. '

6. The estimated cost of the works now projected is as follows
Continuation of the training-wall at the point of Shark

Island to the portion already constructed .... ... £17,000
Continuation of northern training-wall ... ... .... 38,200 ,
Continuation of southern training-wall ... ... ... 36,000
Supervision, &c...................... ... ............................. 3,800

Total.......................................... £95,000
The Committee understand that suitable stone for the construction of the 

■works can be obtained close to the site, and in large quantities ; and providing that 
the work is carried out with reasonable economy, they have no reason to fear that 
the estimated cost stated by the Department will be exceeded.

Trade of the District.

7. According to the various witnesses qualified by their knowledge of the 
locality to speak with regard to the trade of the Macleay, it appears to be consider
able. Maize is exported in large quantities, while pigs, poultry, timber, and other 
produce comprise important and valuable items of export. ■ .

Sectional
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Sectional. Committee’s Report.

8. A Sectional Committee visited the river, and carefully inspected the 
localities at the entrance where it is proposed the works recommended shall be 
constructed, the bar, the old entrance at Grassy Head, and the quarries from, which 
the stone for the works is being obtained. They were much impressed with the 
appearance of the river, its magnitude and navigable area, and the extensive and 
fertile lands adjacent to it. The capabilities of the district are beyond doubt, and 
the one thing required to advance its interests appears to he more reliable means 
of communication. The Sectional Committee came to the conclusion that, although 
for some reasons it might have been better had their investigation taken place 
before the works for the improvement of the river had been commenced, so far the 
scour created had done good work, and delays to shipping had not, since the 
improvement, been frequent or prolonged.

Having regard to the fact that the conditions are quite changed since the date 
of Sir John Goode’s recommendation in favour of the entrance being at Grassy Head, 
they were of opinion that the works at the new entrance had been beneficial, and 
should be completed at the estimated cost of £95,000.

Objections to the Proposed Works.

9. Some objections have been urged against the carrying out of the proposed 
works. Shortly stated they are:—

(1) That the entrance to the river at Grassy Head is the natural one, and having 
been recommended by Sir John Coode should he retained.

(2) That the occurrence of floods may, as shown in the case of the new entrance 
to the river, lead to the opening of another channel and the formation of 
another entrance.

(3) That the new entrance is so close to Trial Bay that the discharge from the 
river will have the effect of silting up that bay.

(4) That by fixing the entrance to the river as now proposed, the interests of 
residents in the vicinity of the old entrance will be materially affected. '

To the first of these objections the departmental officers reply with the state
ment that the new entrance will be more direct, easier and safer for shipping, and 
permanent. With regard to the second, it is pointed out that when the proposed 
works have been constructed the river will be so controlled that it must pass 
through the training walls to the sea, and, therefore, cannot break out into any new 
channel. As to the third objection, it is denied that Trial Bay will be in any way 
affected in the manner alleged. Any discharge from the river, it is stated, will be 
scoured so far out that no danger is to be apprehended from its deposit. There is 
no accumulation worth speaking of, the Committee are informed, in the bay. 

• Soundings have been taken by officers of the Department of Public Works from 
time to time, and there is no indication of permanent silting. The Committee are 
assured that in respect to Trial Bay there need be no apprehension whatever, and, 
even if a bar did form in the bay, modem appliances will in such a sheltered position 
readily remove it. The fourth objection is met by the report of the Sectional 
Committee, who, after visiting the locality, came to the conclusion that the local 
interests referred to were insignificant, and not such as to merit serious consideration 
in connection with a work of such magnitude and importance as the improvement 
of the entrance to the river. It is by no means certain that the people complaining 
will be embarrassed in the manner they state; hut, if they should be, such incon
venience cannot be considered as sufficient to out-weigh the interests of so important 
a district as the kl acleay.

Clybucca Creek.

10. The influence of the waters of Clybucca Creek upon the river entrance is - 
a matter which has engaged the attention of the Committee, and the importance of 
adding this water to that of the main river stream in its passage through the training- 
walls to the sea formed the subject of inquiry. The Engineer-in-Chief explains

that
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that there will he no difficulty in arranging so that a considerable portion of the 
creek waters shall pass out to sea by the proposed entrance. If it should not do so 
naturally, it will not he difficult or expensive to construct works which will bring 
about the desired result. .

Canal prom the Macleay to the Hastings.

11. During the Committee’s inquiry, the possibility of uniting the waters of
the Macleay and the Hasting Rivers by a canal, so as to concentrate the trade of the 
two rivers at Port Macquarie, and thus render unnecessary the proposed work at the 
Macleay, was suggested, and, as far as could be done, the suggestion vras inquired 
into. The evidence of the departmental officers shows that the matter has received 
attention, and to a certain extent has been investigated; and that, taking into 
consideration the probable cost and the results to be obtained, such a scheme, in 
their opinion, may be regarded as impracticable. \

Conclusion arrived at by the Committee.

12. After considering the evidence given in the inquiry, and the report of the 
inspection made by the Sectional Committee, the Committee have arrived at the 
conclusion that the wrorks as proposed, estimated to cost £95,000, in addition to the 
sum already expended, should be carried out; and they have passed the following 
resolution:—

“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay 
River, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, to cost £95,000, in addition 
to the sum already expended, be carried out.” .

THOS. EWING,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 1st July, 1898.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

HARBOUR WORKS AT MACLEAY RIVER.

TUESDAY, 8 FEBRUARY, 1898.
■jftaj&ent; —

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. Erkdehick Thomas Humphery. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G. 
The Plon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor,
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alered Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.
Thomas'Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Erank Eaenell, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing Harbour Works at Macleay Biver.

llobert B. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Boads, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and examined:—

1. Chairman.'] Have you any statement to make in reference to the proposal before the Committee? R. R. P. 
Yes, as follows :— Hickson.

Macleay River. '
The Macleay is one of the principal rivers of the coast, having a drainage area of about 4,600 square miles, three only of ® Eeb., 1898. 
the other coastal rivers being larger, viz., the Clarence, Hunter, and Hawkesbury. Its principal tributaries are the Guyra,
Apsley, and Chandler Rivers. The upper portion of the watershed, especially that through which the Apsley Hows, is 
exceedingly rugged and precipitous, but in the lower portion there are large and rich alluvial plains. A large part of the 
district through which the Macleay hows is thickly timbered. From its source near Ben Lomond to the sea, the Macleay 
has a length of about 200 miles, and is navigable for vessels drawing from 8 to 9 feet to a distance of 36 miles from the 
entrance at Grassy Head, or to about 4 miles above Kempsey, and for droghers drawing 4 feet, a further distance of 3 miles, 
or to within 1 mile of the rapids. At 43 miles from the entrance tidal influence ceases.

Advantage was taken of the visit to the Colony in 1885 of the late Sir John Coode, to obtain from him a report as 
to the best method of improving the river entrance, tbe navigation of which was far from satisfactory. A careful survey 
of the river was made by the late Captain Howard in 1887-8, extending from the entrance at Grassy Head upstream a 
distance of about 9-^- miles ; soundings and borings were taken, tidal and current observations made ; particulars as to 
rainfall, prevailing winds, &c., obtained, all of which information was forwarded to Sir John Coode in November, 1889, 
and in January, 1891, his report was received.

Four schemes were dealt with by him : —
No. 1. Formation and fixing of entrance at North Head, (a) This would with certainty provide a sufficient and 

navigable depth, and also allow of the free discharge of all flood waters of the district. (5) Experience has 
shown that when the entrance has been in this position, the depth on the bar has been greater for a longer period 
than at the other sites, (c) Sand passing the entrance would travel unimpeded to the northward.

No. 2. An entrance at this site (a) would also provide for the discharge of all flood waters, (6) but the northerly drift 
of the sand causes an element of uncertainty as regards the length of moles eventually required, (c) The diversion 
of the river from the existing course into a new channel would be difficult, (rf) Cost would be fully equal to 
Scheme No. 1.

Nos. 3 and 4. An entrance at either of these places (a) would be partially sheltered by Lagger’s Point, (?)) but would 
not provide for the discharge of all the drainage of the district, inasmuch as the waters of Clybucca Creek could 
not, unless at great cost, be diverted through the new' fairway, (c) The cost would be fully equal to Scheme No. 1.
{d) In No. 4 the curves would be inconveniently sharp.

Scheme No. 1 was recommended by him ; it consists of :—
1. South breakwater, commencing at the north-west angle of the South Spit, extending thence northerly and easterly

4.000 feet, with an extension of 500 feet, when funds are available. Total length 4,500 feet.
2. North breakwater, commencing on the southern face of North Head and extending in a south and easterly direction ”

1.000 feet, terminating at a point 700 feet distant from the south breakwater, with an extension of 500 feet, if
found desirable hereafter. Total length, 1,500 feet. .

He believed that this width (700 feet) would sufficiently restrict the entrance to produce a navigable depth of 12 feet 
at low water, or 16 feet 6 inches at h.w.o.s.t., which is equal to the navigation of vessels drawing, say, 12 feet.

3. Training-bank, 11,000 feet long on the eastern side of channel at Fisherman’s Reach, to obviate tbe escape of water
through the old channel, and also prevent the river breaking through the sand spit during the floods.

4. Training-bank, 5,600 feet long, to close the old channel (Spencer Creek) which skirts the west side of Shark
Island.

5. Leading lights and buoys. .
6. West training-bank, 7,000 feet long, to prevent fluctuations in the depth of channel through the disturbance of the

sand within the entrance in times of flood and gale ; the outer end to be 300 feet from the north breakwater to 
form a wave-trap.

22—A Sir
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Sir John Coode estimated the cost of the works as follows :—
First instalment of the works.

South breakwater, 4,000 feet ............................................................. £133,000
North breakwater, 1,000 feet ............................................................. 48,700
Training bank, Fisherman’s Reach, 11,000 feet .............................. 62,800
Training bank. Shark Island, 5,600 feet ...............................  21,800
Buoying and lighting channel............................................................. 2,000

-------------- 268,300

Fxtension works required to complete design.
West training bank, 7,000 feet ........................ ............................... 48,400
South breakwater (additional length), 500 feet .............................. 39,000
North breakwater (additional length), 500 feet .............................. 27,000

-------------- 114,400

# Total ............................................................................. £382,700
The floods of 1890 having caused extensive erosions of the river banks and a corresponding shoaling of the channel, 

urgent requests were made for the construction of such works as would be necessary for the maintenance of a navigable 
depth in the river. The unsatisfactory state of the lower channel and entrance were attributable to some extent to the 
existence of several openings through the narrow strip of land between the river and the ocean to the north of the point 
known as the South West Rocks ; these openings being caused by the flood-waters taking the shortest way to the sea.

These openings were described by Captain Howard in his report on the Macleay River in 1SSS as follows :—
The channel eastward of Shark Island is narrow, and was at one time the outer part of Spencer Creek, Shark Island 

being twenty-five years back a peninsular.
I am informed that a Mr. Salmon, seeing that the isthmus near Rudder’s Hill was low and narrow, made a small
' cutting through it to admit his boats to the main river. The times of high and low water in the creek being

earlier than in the river, caused a great scour in this opening, and now, in 1888, it is 1,800 feet wide, and what 
twenty-five years ago was dry land is now the middle of the ship channel, with 15 to 17 feet at low water.

The channel on the east side of Shark Island is of the average width of 700 feet; it is full of shoals, and only navigable 
. by boats, some parts of it being less than 1 foot deep at low-water springs.

I -am informed that this channel was at one time navigated by schooners, but having been constantly used as a 
depositing place for the silt dredged from the main channel, is now nearly blocked up. The sides of the channel 
are generally fronted with belts of thick mangrove, and the Shark Island side densely wooded with large timber. 
On the eastern side there are four shallow inlets running to within a short distance of the sea-beach, giving the 
impression that at some time the river has run through them into the sea. The southern of these inlets, which I 
call here South-West Creek, starts from the eastern channel of the Macleay River, at a point 5,000 feet below 
the southern point of Shark Island; it is 9,000 feet in length, and from 200 to 500 feet*broad, running through 

" swamps ; its banks are mostly belts of thick mangroves, except in two places, where the points of rocky spurs of
Rudder’s Hill come to the water’s edge.

This creek during the survey flowed into the sea, but it has not always done so. The first time I saw it, in the year 
1885, the water of the creek did not reach high water on the sea-beach by 300 or 400 feet, but since then, in 
March, 1887, I am informed, the creek and surrounding swamps being full of flood-water, a gutter was dug 
through to the sea-beach to run it off, and this quickly became a wide gap, forming a good entrance. In September, 
1887, it was over 200 feet wide, and 2 to 3 feet deep at low-water springs, and although during the survey it once 
or twice nearly silted up, it never entirely did so, and it was wider in July, 1888, than during the preceding 
summer.

A cutting through the mangroves was made about twenty years back, 1,000 feet inside the entrance ; this at the time 
was 200 feet long and 10 feet wide, with a depth of IS inches; it is now 30 feet wide, and over 5 feet deep at low

' water springs. In September, 1887, the tidal stream rushed through this place at the rate of 4 to 5 knots per
hour.

‘ At the western end of South-West Creek two small islands have formed outside the entrance, and, with the shoals
surrounding them, nearly block the creek, which can only be entered between three-quarter flood and one-quarter 
ebb. The water in the creek at low-water springs is from 3 feet at the western end to 2 feet at the eastern above 
low-water springs outside.

South-West Rocks Point is a double rocky head, east of South-West Creek, the bar of which is at its extreme north-west 
point. It rises to a height of 64 feet above low water, and is grassy, with open Banksia scrub.

A proposal having been made to construct a training wall across Spencer Creek, at the upper end of Shark Island, 
to deflect the ebb tide •wholly into the main channel, Mr. Carleton reported—6th December, 1892—that at that time there 
were really three entrances to the Macleay, viz., South-West Creek, a break about 1 mile to the north of the Rocks, 
and the main entrance at Grassy Head. The ebb current .splitting on the point of Shark Island, a large portion of the 
tidal and flood waters was deflected from the main channel and ran to sea by these southern entrances, thus reducing the 
scour in the main channel. The proposal being approximately on the lines of the scheme of Sir John Coode, he recommended 
that this wall should be carried out. The matter, however, was allowed to stand over.

From this time onwards, numbers of representations were made as to the shoal condition of the river, public 
meetings were held and petitions presented urging that river improvements should be carried out.

In August, 1895, Mr. Carleton again recommended the construction of the Shark Island training wall and the 
closing of the breaches in the beach, and so directing the whole of the tidal and upland waters into the main river. The 
Minister, however, determined that the matter should stand over.

An influential deputation then waited on the Minister (September, 1895) to urge the claims of the district and the 
necessity for improvement works, and amongst other things recommended the removal of a reef of rocks at Razorback, 
near the entrance. On this proposal Mr. Carleton reported that about £9,000 would be required for the removal of the 
rocks, and £7,500 for the construction of a training -wall from Razorback towards Grassy Head. But as he thought a 
permanent entrance could be constructed at one of the openings near South-West Rocks for about £70,000 less than the 
Grassy Head project, he could not recommend the expenditure. The seheme referred to is that known as Sir John 
Goode’s No. 3 scheme. The chief objection which Sir John had to this scheme was the loss of the upland waters from 
Clybucca Creek. This, however, could be overcome by diverting the creek into the main channel at the upstream end of 
Shark Island. I could not see my way to recommend the removal of the Razorback Rocks, and was doubtful as to the 
wisdom of expending any money on a training wall, and having always had an idea that a better entrance could be obtained 
in the neighbourhood of the South-West Rocks, instructed Mr. Carleton to examine this scheme.

On 30th September, 1895, Mr. Carleton reported having crossed out and in at the new entrance near South-West 
Rocks with a steamer drawing 5 feet, and that there was not less than 7 feet on the bar at first-quarter flood tide, and 
nothing less than 10 feet in channel east of Shark Island, and over 14 feet in channel above South-West Creek. He 
considered that every endeavour should be made to fix the entrance at this place.

’95/7689. On 10th October, 1895/7689, Mr. Carleton further reported as follows :—
In accordance with your instructions I made an examination of the present used entrance to the Macleay River, and 

found the channel so tortuous, narrow, and embayed that I could not recommend any attempt be made to fix the 
permanent entrance to the Macleay at or near the present route. I also saw that the suggested temporary 
measures for improving the present channel would be too costly for the amount of relief they would be likely to 
afford.

I also examined the channel on the eastern side of Shark Island which, since the flood of 1893, discharges into Trial 
Bay at a point at If mile north of the South-West Rocks. I found this channel carried from 7 to 14 feet, and 
that there was about 7 feet at low water on the bar leading into Trial Bay. Nature having so far assisted us, I 
think a strong effort should now be made to fix the permanent entrance to the Macleay at this point, and for this 
purpose I recommend that a sum of £10,000 be placed at our disposal for the construction of a training-wall, the 
exact position of which I am at present unable to indicate until the survey of the new channel is completed.

. I

R. R. T. 
Hickson.
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I also recommend as a very urgent matter that the dredge “ Fitzroy ” be sent to throw up a temporary barrier on the R. R. P. 
northern side of the new channel, between Shark Island and the coast sand-ridge, so that all the tidal flow may be Hickson, 
diverted into the new channel instead of following two routes as is the case at present. . %

The advantages of fixing the entrance of the Macleay at the place suggested, which I have already pointed out in a § Yeb 1898, 
previous report, are— '* *

(1) A much more sheltered entrance than the present one.
(2) At least 10 miles less steaming on the round trip Sydney to Kempsey.
(3) The saving in dredging in consequence of the unstable portion of the river not being required in the new scheme.
(4) The saving of about 10 miles of training-walls over the above length.
(5) Increased scour on the new bar due to tidal flow and flood discharge in consequence of the decrease in length of 

river channel.
(6) The saving in haulage of all stone used in the work. It is more than probable the stone will be obtained from

Rudder’s Hill, which is within a mile of the new entrance. •
(7) A smaller and cheaper class of stone required in the breakwaters in consequence of the sheltered position, and a 

less length of breakwaters to that required at Grassy Head.
Mr. Price was actually on the ground when a vessel was driven in at the new entrance in one of our worst gales and 

the ship sustained no damage.
Sir John Goode’s chief objection to fixing the entrance at this point was the loss of the Clybucca Creek waters, but 

this can be overcome by diverting the creek.
Let me again urge the necessity for immediate action, so that the good already done may not be lost, 

i • u° possibility of obtaining suitable stone, Mr. Houison reported that a heavy conglomerate stone could be 
obtained about a.mile nearer the works than Rudder’s Hill, and that from appearances it could be quarried in large blocks.

On this I minuted as follows :—“I have no doubt Mr. Carleton’s suggestion is the proper one, and would very 
strongly urge that immediate action be taken to secure the permanency of this channel. Prompt action is required, as 
having now two openings, a fresh might close up one or the other, and just as likely the wrong one as the right one.”

On 16th October, 1895, Mr. Clarke, M.P., saw the Minister and stated that if the entrance were changed as suggested 
thirty settlers at Unkya and Allgomera would probably claim compensation, twelve settlers at Yarrahapinni, and the owner 
of the saw-mill at the Heads.

0*1 October, 95/8,009, the Minister called upon a Sub-Committee of the Board of Reference, consisting of 
Messrs. Darley, Deane, and myself, to report to him on the whole matter. We reported as follows :—

The Sub-Committee have carefully considered the questions in regard to this work referred to the Board by the '
Minister, and they now beg to submit their report.

The points on which the Minister desires to be advised are—
(1) Whether the scheme proposed is the best to adopt under the existing circumstances ;
(2) Whether the matter is of the urgency represented ; that is to say, is it necessary that something should be done

■ at once; '
(3) How would the scheme, if carried out, affect private interests on the lower reaches of the river ; and
(4) Would the expenditure of the sum of £10,000, the estimated cost of the works, commit the Department to a
. probable large expenditure on works for the permanent improvement of the river.

This matter, although new in its present phase, has received a considerable amount of attention in the past; and a 
report on the improvement of the entrance of the river was made by Sir John Coode in the year 1890.

The channel which is now proposed to be dealt with, although it has not actually opened on the lines of any of those 
suggested by Sir John Coode, is very close to that referred to in his report as “No. 3,” being in fact a little to the 
northward of it.

The circumstances of the case at the present moment are materially different to those which existed when Sir John 
' Coode visited the river for the purposes of his report, inasmuch as at that time there was no actual channel to

the sea other than that passing out by the North Head. There was a partially blind channel near the South-West 
Rocks, but no through connection at any point to the sea, except, as before stated, by the main channel at North 
Head. The channel from Shark Island, past Yarrahapinni Wharf to the North Head, was at that time fairly open 
for navigation, and this in all probability largely induced Sir John Coode to recommend an adherence to the then

• existing channel, or what he calls “ Scheme No. 1,” rather than to.cut a new one. He was also to some extent, 
no doubt, influenced in his decision by what he termed the “ sand travel ” along the beach. He pointed out that .
the sand passing northward along the beach would be likely to give considerable trouble in opening a new entrance 
if any of the sites suggested for such in “Schemes Nos. 2, 3, and 4” were adopted. The experience of the 
Department, however, in dealing with the various entrances to the rivers along the coast of the Colony, leads to 
the belief that there is less cause for apprehension on this point than would at first sight appear. On the contrary, 
it is well known that the bars debouching to the sea near a south head are invariably more permanent and more 
easily maintained than is the case with entrances with a north head. Take, for instance, Newcastle, the Clarence, 
and Shoalhaven, with south heads, as compared with the Richmond, the Tweed, Nambucca, and the Macleay, 
with north heads. In all cases where there is a north head, the south spit has a tendency to grow and force the 
channel into.a deep bight behind the north head, making a most tortuous and narrow channel. Then when floods 
occur there is a tendency for the river to straighten out and leave the north head ; and that is what has really

. taken place on a large scale on the Macleay River, with the result that a Aew entrance has been made.
This new entrance was first opened by the heavy flood of 1893, and the fact that it has not since closed, but continues 

to improve, amd now forms really the only practicable entrance to the river, confirms us in the opinion that this 
new channel is the proper one to fix and adopt as the permanent entrance to the river. In nearly all cases where 
a channel has broken out under abnormal circumstances, such as a heavy flood, it has only remained open so 
long as these special circumstances have existed, and when these have disappeared the rivers have gone back 
to their normal channel; but in this case it is not so. The channel that was opened by the flood has apparently 
become permanent, and continues to remain open under the normal circumstances of the river during a dry 
season. The report of Mr. Carleton shows very clearly the existing state of affairs; and we agree with Mr.
Hickson in thinking that steps should be taken at once to fix the channel in this new position by the closing of 
the old Spencer Channel, as it is found that a portion of the water, after leaving the river and entering the new 
channel, becomes diverted down Spencer Creek. It is, therefore, highly desirable that this water should be 
intercepted and diverted wholly down the new channel. Mr. Hickson does not propose at present to do anything 
that will artificially block the original channel, nor do we think at this juncture that any action of the kind is 
necessary, although it will become so eventually, if the river is to be permanently improved.

We believe that if the whole of the water that at present leaves the river and enters the new channel were concen
trated and passed out over the bar, it will open up and maintain a permanent channel which could be used 
by ocean steamers, and thus afford ingress and egress to a river which otherwise would be closed to navigation.
It is to accomplish this that the closing of Spencer Creek is x’ecommended ; and we are of opinion that no time 
should be lost in doing this work.

The sum named by Mr. Hickson, viz., £10,000, will no doubt be sufficient, not only for the closing of this channel, 
but also to help in protecting the banks, to further assist in fixing the channel. It should also be pointed out 
that in the event of any large scheme, such as that proposed by Sir John Coode, for the permanent improvement 
of the entrance to the river, being undertaken in the future, it will cost very much less to carry out at the 
channel now to be improved than at the old main channel, as recommended by Sir John Coode, inasmuch as there 
will be a saving of over 10 miles of training-wall, as compared with Sir John Coode’s scheme ; while the break
water at the main entrance would cost no more, if so much, as under that scheme, as the only available stone in 
the district is situated closely adjacent to the new entrance.

It does not follow, therefore, that the expenditure of this sum of £10,000 will necessitate entering upon larger 
works for the permanent improvement of the entrance. All that is proposed to, be done is to improve what has 
already been effected by nature, and assist in her further operations.

As regards interference with private interests, we would point out that the settlers at Unkya and Allgomera, 
referred to in the Minister’s minute of the 16th instant (95/7,868), have really no vested rights, as they have another 
road to the main river, although a little longer, which would lead them in the direction of the new entrance. The

road
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R. K. P. road they now'use to Stewart’s Point does not bring them to deep-water navigation; their goods have to be
Hickson. punted to the ocean steamers, and if they have to go to the new channel it will simply mean a little additional

haulage. Most of the leases taken up near the river-bank, where possible claims might be maintained, have lapsed 
'8 Feb., 1893. and fallen in to the Crown. -

To summarise our conclusions they are, therefore, briefly as follows :—
First.—That the scheme proposed by Mr. Hickson is the proper one to adopt ; .
Secondly.—That the matter is of sufficient urgency to warrant immediate action ; _
Thirdly.—That the proposed scheme will not, to any serious extent, injuriously affect private interests ; and 

’ Fourthly.—That from the expenditure of the sum proposed, it does not follow that the Government will be committed
to the carrying out of any larger scheme for permanent improvements to the entrance of the river.

On this report the Minister minuted, “ Works as proposed may be carried out.” .
22nd October, 1895, Mr. Clarke, M.P., again urged the improvement of the river. _ _ .
25th November, 1895, Mr. Houison forwarded survey of new entrance. About this time the dredge “Fitzroy” 

was set to work to close the channel to the north of new entrance. Subsequently (December, 1895), the sand-pump dredge 
“ Dorns ” was sent from Newcastle to the Macleay to continue this work. _

On 7th December, 1895, a scheme having been prepared for training-walls and breakwater, copies were sent to the 
District Engineer and work commenced. _

10th December, 1895, a petition was presented from residents of Yarrahapinni, urging the construction of the 
wall from Razorback to North Head ; but they were informed that this would nullify the South-West Rocks scheme, the 
carrying out of which had already been decided upon.

The complete scheme designed by Mr. Darley consists of breakwaters on the northern and southern sides of the new 
entrance and the continuation of the walls at a lower level upstream to the junction of Spencer Creek with the main 
river, also straightening and deepening the channel by dredging. The total length of breakwaters and training-walls in 
this scheme is about 23,000 feet, the estimated cost being £218,000. The work done to 31st December, 1897, consisted in 
the construction of training-walls, dredging a channel about 250 feet wide and 12 to It feet deep through the tongue of 
land formed by a sharp bend in Spencer Creek and protecting the face with stone, and constructing a barrier bank across 
Spencer Creek north of new entrance, the total expenditure being £14-,953 9s. 4d. _

It is not proposed, however, by Mr. Darley to carry out the whole of this work at the present time ; he thinks that 
' in addition to the work already done a further extension, estimated at £93,000, will suffice for some time to come, making 
the total expenditure about £108,000.

The amounts voted for the works were as follows :—
1896 Loan....................................................... ................................... ...................... £15,000

. 1897 Loan............. ..................................................................................................... 10,000

Total................................................................ £25,000
On the 9th December, the House, on the motion of Mr. Secretary Young, passed the following resolution“That 

it be referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, to consider and report on the expediency of 
constructing Harbour Works at Macleay River.”
2. Your statement is virtually an engineering statement ? Yes.
3. Have you any statement showing the commercial basis upon which this rests—a statement showing the 
products of the district and the advantages of a good entrance? No; that will he obtainable in the 
usual way through Captain Jackson.
4. Are the breaks-away, to which you have referred, continually happening ? Yes ; they are liable to 
occur at any time.
5. In your statement you say—■ ,

Increased scour on the new bar due to tidal flow and flood discharge in consequence of the decrease in length of river 
channel.
"What length is it from Grassy Creek to the mouth of the Clybucca Creek ? I think it is about 8 miles.
0. What is the approximate width of the river? Subject to correction, I should say from 1,000 to 1,500 
feet.
7. A scour depends upon two things—upon the fall and the amount of water which passes through any 
entrance ? It depends on the grade and the width of the entrance.
8-9. The first thing that strikes one in regard to this matter is that you lose the great scouring power 
between Grassy Head and the mouth of Clybucca Creek—a distance of 8 miles by a width of 1,000 feet. 
Will you explain how you are going to have the entrance, as proposed, near to Spencer Creek, and 
still utilise that which will fill the space from Grassy Creek to Clybucca Creek ? In one instance the 
distance is 8 miles, and in the other only l-g- mile. Therefore, there must be a greater rush of water 
through the short channel than through the long one.
10. By shortening the distance of the channel you secure a heavier scour ? Yes.
11. If an entrance is preserved at North Head, as shown upon the map, it will admit a body of water 
which will fill up to tide water the whole of the present bed of the river, extending down Pisherman’s 
Island and Shark Island up to Clybucca Creek ; hut if the entrance is made where it is at present 
proposed to make it, since a great body of water will be brought out; at Spencer Creek, it will cease to 
run round North Head, and the absence of the current in the main river will cause that to fill up, and it 
will become a beach ; then the amount of scour will be less than it would bo if the entrance were at the 
head? No ; the scour will be greater as already stated ; the volume of water may be somewhat less.
12. Mr. Black.'] How far does the scouring influence of the tide which comes in at North Head extend
at the channel ? The tide goes 34 miles up. -
13. Mr. Lee.] When the flood-waters reach the southern point of Shark Island will not they divide—a 
portion going down Spencer Creek and a portion down the main stream? Yes ; hut in time the effect 
of making the entrance will he to silt up the old channel.
.14. There are considerable floods at times in that district ? Yes.
15. Will there be sufficient get-away ? I think so.
16. Will there not he less get-away for flood-water under the scheme ? No ; the channel will be the 
same width.
17. But the northern arm of Spencer Creek will be shut up ? Yes.
18. Is it proposed to take the spit in the main channel right out ? Yes.
19. Mr. Wright.] Is the northern breakwater designed to stop the sand from drifting in ? Partly for . 
that, partly for protection, and partly to secure the scour.
20. I suppose the breakwaters will not be very massive ? No. Very large stone will not be required. 
There is, however, any quantity of stone to be had.

LMURSIJAT,
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THURSDAY, 10 REBRUARY, 1898.
IhTgrid: —

THOMAS THOMSON 
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humpheky. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts. C.M.G. 
The Hon. "William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black,-Esq.
Erancis Augustus Weight, Esq. 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay River.

Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, sworn, and
examined:—

21. Chairman^] Have you any statement to make ? No ; I handed in a statement to Mr. Hickson.
22. Then his statement is virtually yours ? Te*.
23. Has the proposal before the Committee your approval ? .Tes.
24. Will you briefly explain the reasons why you believe it is a wise thing to make the entrance to the Macleay 
River 4 or 5 miles further down the coast than the present entrance ? After the 1893 floods the river 
broke out in two places south of the entrance. Mr. Hickson was at that time Engineer-in-Chief for Public 
Works, and he brought a recommendation before the Minister to block up one of the entrances from what 
is known as the Old Spencer Creek, so as to get all the water through the one entrance. It was formerly 
divided between it and another entrance a little further north. He blocked up that, and then recom
mended a cutting to be made through the main land to straighten the channel out of tbe new cut at 
Spencer Creek. The subject was referred by the Minister to a Board consisting of Mr. Hickson, Mr. 
Deane, and myself. We went into the matter, and strongly recommended that the recommendation 
should be adopted, that is the fixing of the new entrance in its present position.
25. Tou believe an entrance can be more cheaply fixed as you proposed at Spencer Creek than the present
entrance ? Than the old n'brth entrance. ■ ’ '
20. Is there any other reason why you think it wise to alter the'piesent position ? I believe the channel 
will be more easily kept clear during floods. The old channel has never benefited much by floods. 
It has become spread too wide, and the floods have never improved it. A fresh passage out through the 
new entrance gets a shorter route to the sea, and a more effective scour than by the old entrance. -
27. If you had training-banks from Shark Island to the old entrance you would have a channel? Not so 
good, because you would have the gradient spread over 8 miles instead of 2. We get the gradient in a 
distance of 2 miles, and it would be spread over 8 miles in going by the old-entrance.
28. Is not the gradient usually speaking the rise and fall of the tide ? Floods tend rather to fill up than 
to deepen. We were always dredging the old channel, and every fresh which came filled it up again.
29. What is the ordinary head on which you are depending for the scour? Just the tidal action.
30. That is 4i feet ? A rise of 3-) to 41? feet.
31. That is your power at any time except fresh ? Tes.
32. Was there any other reason which caused you to believe it to be wise to move the entrance? The 
chief reason is economy, and bringing it to a more sheltered position.
33. Then the third reason is that the position you propose is more sheltered than the north head ? There 
will always be difficulty in keeping a good entrance at the old place when you have a south sand spit.

, 34. At the south head you are under the shelter of Lagger’s Point;—there is more satisfactory shelter 
there than at the old entrance? Tes.
35. Is there any other point which caused you to think it wise to choose a new site ? No; except the 
great point of economy.
30. Tiewed as an engineering work, is there any reason against selecting your present site? No; I see 
no objection against it at all. With the new entrance improved as proposed we will have a freer ingress 
and egress to the tide than the old entrance affords, with its sandfiats and tortuous entrance. At present 
there is a very small tidal range at Shark Island. It is very much restricted, but through the new 
entrance I look for increased tidal range.
37. Do you think the lower reaches of the Macleay will not fill up beyond low-tide mark ? I think not.
38. How long will it take to complete the work ? About five years.
39. What is the total amount you propose to expend at first ? " £95,000. •
40. Do you make any' endeavour to bring the entrance down so that it will have the benefit of the South
West Rocks point? It will be brought down as far as it is safe to bring it down. Tou get a rock bottom 
if you come much further south. We have had borings taken over part of the area, and we get rock near 
the site of the quarryu .
41. It would be advantageous,to bring the entrance as far south as you can in order to get protection 
from Lagger’s Point ? Tes.
42. Tou contend you have brought it as far south as you can because you would not otherwise have the
depth of water over the rock ? That is so. .
43. Tou have not shown on the map the proposal to bring the Clybucca Creek water down to the end of 
the proposed entrance ? No ; I left that an open question to come in hereafter.
44. Will you explain what the lesser works to be carried out are ? There is the construction of a training- 
wall alongside the north side of the channel. There is the commencement of the training-wall on the south 
side of the channel. There is the dredging through a tongue of the main-land and the making of a channel 
300 feet wide.
45. What do you propose to do to make up the proposed total of £108,000 ? Commencing at the point 
of Shark Island in the main river the training-wall will be made to the end of the work already constructed. 
That will cost £17,700. On the other side there will be a continuation of the wall now constructed and 
other work which will cost £38,200. That with the cost of supervision makes a total expenditure on the 
north side of £59,000. On the south side there will be an expenditure of £30,000 making £95,000 in all.
46. Where are you going to get your material for the work ? We have two quarries opened at Rudder’s

, “ . Hill.

C. W. Darley. 
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C. W. Barley. Hi]l. One quarry is turning out stone suitable for the inside training-wall—bard basaltic rock, very much 
^ro^en UP- The second quarry, a little further to the east, affords larger blocks of basalt for the break- 

e •> • water. The two are close together, and one is suitable for the inside work and the other for the outside
work. We have already got the tramway and locomotive at work bringing stone from the quarry to the 
wharf at the end where the ivall on the south side has been completed. It is then carried by punts to the 
wall on the north side.

, 47. Do you say you have not yet finally approved of the scheme by which the Clybucca Creek water will
be conducted straight to the new entrance ? Yes, but that is a matter of no urgency.
48. Mr. JIumphery.~] Is it at all necessary ? I do not think it is necessary at this juncture. If we think 
it will improve the work afterwards we might cut a channel across.

_ IP- Have you seen Sir John Coode’s reference to it in his report ? Yes.
' 50. What do you say in reply to that ? My reply is that it will be time enough to investigate the matter

if we find we are losing any useful scour water. It will be a simple matter to make a cut across to make 
a discharge opposite the entrance of the new channel.
51. In your opinion the loss of the Clybucca Creek water is not material. If it proves to be material 
you will deal with it ? That is so. Sir John Goode speaks of the flood-waters which escape into it now 
and come down the river. We shall get a large percentage of that still, for the land between the 
Clybucca Creek and the river is low, and it spills over the bank. The fact that the flood-waters themselves 
came down and burst through at the new entrance indicates that that is the outlet for floods.
52. Mr. Wright.'] Have you got Sir John Coode’s report? Yes.
53. Sir John Coode says :— .

Entrance No. 2 would also provide for the discharge of the whole of the flood-waters of the district; but in 
consequence of the northerly drift of the sand, there is an element of uncertainty associated with this design, from which No. 
1 is free, as regards the lengths of the sea moles, which would be eventually required for the maintenance of the requisite 
depth, haying regard to the accumulations which would inevitably occur to the southward of the South Mole. Moreover, 
the diversion of a river of this magnitude, from its existing course into a new channel such as that leading to No. 2 
entrance, would be a work attended with much difficulty. Again, the extent and cost of the works required, including 
the formation of the new channel from the moles to the point where it would join the river to the westward of Shark Island, 
would be fully equal to that of project No. 1.

. You simply approve of a channel which is cut through by the river ? The river cut itself through.
54. Mr. Humphery.] It happened to work itself through just at Sir John Coode’s Ho. 3 Scheme ? Yes.
55. Mr. Wright.] Sir John Coode also says :— '

Each of the projects 3 and 4 contemplates the formation of an entrance near the South-west Rocks. Either of these 
positions would be partially sheltered by Bagger’s Point, but each is associated with the grave defect of not providing for 
the discharge of the whole of the drainage from the district, inasmuch as the considerable volume of water now passing 
through Clybucca Creek, including also that which flows into the latter from the Macleay during floods, as described by 
Captain Howard, could not, unless at very great cost, be diverted through the new fairway. Further, bearing in mind the 
excavation and dredging of the new channel, it is not improbable that the cost of either of these undertakings would be 
fully as great as that of No. 1. ■
Sir John Coode attaches considerable importance to the question whether the new channel will convey 
the whole of the water through it ? My answer is that the water coming down the Clybucca is so 
insignificant, except in flood times, that it is not worth consideration. It is a mere gutter or drain. There 
is nothing in it except at flood times. At a very small cost the whole of it could be diverted into the new 
cutting. *
56. Considering that the whole of the southern portion is amply protected by Smoky Cape and Dagger’s 
Point is there any necessity for a double breakwater ? The southern breakwater is most important, but 
it is notin the estimate and we do not propose to go on with it at present. We only go as far as the 
training walls to intercept the sand moving on the beach-.
57. There is a northerly set around the beach ? There is not much northerly set there. Sometimes the 
set is southerly, and sometimes northerly.
58. According to Captain Howard’s report the set seems to be northerly all round the bight ? It is 
northerly with certain winds only.
59. What strikes me as a non-professional man is that the whole of the southern portion is amply 
protected by Smoky Cape and Dagger’s Point ? We only propose to carry the breakwater out to the end 
of the dotted line, and it is not likely to be required beyond that.
60. What is the sounding in the bay ? 32 feet.
61. Is the bay deep all across there? Yes, there are 43 feet further out.
62. By your proposed scheme you will bring the silt and other stuff from the river to that place ;—is there 
any likelihood of it silting up at the mouth of your breakwater? I do not think so.
63. Does the existing breakwater at Trial Bay afford you any idea as to the set of the current;—is there 
any accumulation of sand about there? No; within the last three years at one time the bay shoaled, 
and again it scoured out again. I think it is due to the action of the sea more than to anything else.
64. Sir John Coode uses these words :—

During freshes, discoloured water can be seen to trend around to the northward, well outside the bar ; it has also 
been observed that wreckage from Trial Bay, or South-west Rocks, is deposited on the beach close to the North Head, or 
on the sands northward thereof. These circumstances point to the existence of a northerly eddy, shoreward of the constant 
south-going current which sets along the coast outside the capes.

. ? It is generally a south-east gale which sets it.
65. Chairman.] I suppose you know that the Department is building two ports within a few miles of each 
other—one being Trial Bay and the other the entrance in question ? Trial Bay is only a harbour of

' refuge. ’ ‘
66. Are the works at Trial Bay a success ? It is not yet far enough extended to be of any practical
benefit. ‘ *
67. Is there any urgent need for a port of refuge at Trial Bay ? There is not the same urgent need now 
that there was when the work was started, because we have not so many small sailing ships on the coast.
68. Mr. Lee.] Which part of the work do you propose to carry out first ? The north and south walls 
simultaneously.
69. What will be the effect on navigation during the construction of the work ? It will improve every day.
70. What is the depth of sand there? I cannot say the final depth. We know that there are at least 
30 feet of sand below low water there.
71. Is there a sandy bottom about Shark Island? Yes. 72.
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72. How far will the breakwater extend beyond the present high-water mark? The section going out C.W.Darley. 
will not extend more than about 30fl feet beyond high-water mark.
73. What depth of water will that be in ? At present there are only 6 or 8 feet, hut when the channel 10 Feb., 1898.
is scoured out it will be deeper. .
74. What will be the general depth of the channel right through when the opening is completed ? There 
will be no difficulty in maintaining a 14-ft. channel at low water.
75. And that, I presume, will he sufficient for all purposes of the produce which can come from the
river ? Tes. ■ '
76. Will that entrance present any difficulties to sailing vessels ? Of course it is too small for sailing 
vessels unless there is a very fair wind.’
77. A steamer could come in during any wind? Yes.
78. There is a certain amount of trade done by the coasting craft;—would they have to use a tug to get 
in and out ? In most cases.
79. But in the case of the Clarence Biver they get in and out without a tug ? As a rule they take a tug.
There are very few sailing vessels using the river, but those which do generally wait for a tug.
80. You are clearly of opinion that it affords no danger to an ordinary steamer ? None; a steamer 
could come in at any time. '
81. Does that remark apply to a steamer leaving ? Yes. Of course, during a heavy gale or sea running they 
would not go out; but under ordinary circumstances they should he able to navigate it safely at any time.
82. I suppose that the conditions may exist under which a steamer cannot enter ? There is no port on 
the coast which steamers like to take with a heavy gale of wind right on.
83. Would it he as safe as the port of Newcastle? Quite.
84. And quite as easy of approach ? Yes; for vessels of proper size. •
85. Do coasting vessels at present lie off the bar in bad weather, or do they go into Trial Bay ? In had
weather they generally lie in Trial Bay. " '
86. Is Trial Bay conveniently situated for them ? Yes.
87. Chairman.'] How far is the entrance of the Macleay from Trial Bay ? Barely 6 miles.
88. Mr. Wright.] Sir John Coode is most emphatic in dealing with the North Head. In one part of his 
report he says:—

_ Moreover, as before stated, experience has shown that when the entrance fairway has hitherto been in about the 
position of No. 1, the depth over the bar has been greater for a longer period than at any other site. Again, the North 
Head, or thereabouts, having regard to the northerly drift of the sand, would appear to be a specially advantageous position 
for the entrance to the Macleay, because sand passing the entrance would readily travel unimpeded to the northward, along 
the length of coast embayed between the North Head and Scott’s Head. ~
? • I do not think there is any evidence, of any extensive northern drift of sand. Sir John Coode, of 
course, bases his report on that of Captain Howard. Captain Howard made a report which was sent to 
Sir J ohn Coode, and subsequently to that I got Captain Howard to stream the currents in the bay, and the 
conclusion he came to was that there was no settled current. I think Captain Howard drew his conclusions 
from finding some drift weed, but there is no settled current running up the north coast.
89. You have satisfied yourself on that point? Quite. .
90. Mr. Bumphery.] I believe you have carried, out extensive works for the improvement of the Clarence
Biver ? Yes. .
91. What has been the effect of those works so far as they have been completed ? The Work recom- 

. mended by Sir John Coode and passed by this Committee was the construction of the south training-wall,
which has been completed. There are now 54 feet of water in the channel at one point. There are 24 
or 25 feet of water all the way along. '
92. What was the depth formerly ? W^here there are 54 feet of water now there were trees growing on
one occasion. That great depth is due to special circumstances. The river comes across into Uukabav, 
and is abruptly taken round, and the water shooting out to the other side causes this depth. " ’
93. Have you 25 feet of water now inside the Clarence Heads ? Yes.
94. What have you at the Heads ? The bar now is about 17 or 18 feet.
95. What was it before these works were carried out ? It used to vary—there were 12 feet of water at 
times.
96. Then there has been an improvement at the bar to the extent of 5 feet ? Quite.
97. That is without carrying out the breakwaters shown on the plan as originally placed before the 
Committee ? Yes.
98. Do you think, with the improvement which has already taken place, it will be necessary at anv time
to carry out the breakwaters which have been suggested ? I do not think so. . ”
99. Do you think it is necessary that the reef there should be removed ? I do not. There is sufficient 
room for steamers to navigate between the—reef and the training-wall.
100. The effect.of the works carried out inside the bar of the Clarence Biver having been so satisfactory, 
are you of opinion that if similar works are carried out at the Macleay the breakw'aters there will also 
be unnecessary ? The circumstances are somewhat different. I think the full length of the breakwater 
will be unnecessary, and I do not therefore put it before the Committee.
101. Then do you think the proposed expenditure will complete the whole of the works necessary in order 
to give a depth of 13 or 14 feet at low water in Spencer Creek ? About.
102. Therefore we may look upon the amount proposed as covering all necessary expenditure in connection 
with the improvement of the Macleay Biver ? Tes.
103. Chairman^] Do you know what Trial Bay has cost ? I have not the cost with me. I may mention 
that prison labour is costly work—more'costly than free labour.
104. Has there been a survey of a tramway from Trial Bay to the Macleay? I believe so.
105 Mr. Baskins.] If a wharf were constructed abutting on the breakwater at Trial Bay, could vessels 
load and unload there, even supposing the weather were rather rough ? “We are constructino- a wharf 
there, and in ordinary weather small vessels can use it. °
106. What is the distance from Gladstone on the Macleay to the breakwater at Trial Bay? From 
Gladstone by river to Bobertson’s Wharf and then across by land to Trial Bay the distance is about 21 miles.
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The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay River.

Alexander Brown Portus, Superintending Engineer of Dredges, Harbours and Rivers Branch, Department
of Public Works, sworn, and examined :—

A. B. Portus. 107. Mr. Hoskins.'] Have you, within the last year or tivo, been to the Macleay and inspected the entrance 
now used and the disused entrance ? I have not been there since January, 1896. I have nothing to do 

11 Feb., 1898. with the new entrance w'orks. The District Engineer under Mr. Darley is in charge. _
108. Do you keep on dredging there? Tes ; a dredge has been constantly stationed at the Macleay since 
November, 1871. After the great flood of 1893 we had two dredges there—a largo sand-pump and a 
ladder dredge. Two dredges are working there now. _

. 109. Where are those dredges employed? Prom the old entrance up to the town of Kempseyin the past. 
Now from the new entrance upwards.
110. Have they been employed at the proposed new entrance ? Yes, for about three years. ^
111. What depth of water is there at the new entrance? It varies from month to month. The 
“ Burrawong” draws, laden, about 8 feet, and there are about 8 feet available with good tides.
112. Could not a reliable depth of water bo obtained at the North Head ? No, because the channel 
immediately inside the bar is very tortuous. There are rocks there, and it is difficult to get through.
113. Which entrance is now used by steamers regularly trading to the Macleay ? The new entrance. 
About three-fourths of the trips are through there.
114. Do you think the proposed new entrance will be more reliable and give a greater depth of water than 
the old entrance? Yes; because it will be possible when we get our new bar sand-pump out from England 
to improve the bar there always. In such a sheltered position the sand-pump will work advantageously. 
It can be turned round inside and come out again more readily at that entrance than at the old entrance.
115. Do vou anticipate that when the ■works at the new entrance are finished you will have to keep cn 
dredging permanently ? No ; it may be necessary for a dredge to go there occasionally.
116. Is not the trade on the Macleay River small?" No ; there is a considerable trade there.
117. Do you think, if the improvements suggested are carried out, the entrance will be suitable for a 
long time to come, if the vessels are of sufficient carrying capacity ? In my opinion the improvement will 
effect that objeefe
118. Have you been to Trial Bay ? Yes ; I was there two years ago.
119. Is there ample depth of water there at all times ? Yes, out in the Bay. _ '
120. Has it ever occurred to you that as Trial Bay is only 4& miles from the Macleay River, it might be 
cheaper to make a permanent wharf for the loading and unloading of steamers there, and a tramway 
across the flat country to the Macleay River, rather than spend a large amount of money on the entrance 
to the river itself? 1 have thought the matter over, and judging from the experience of steam navigation 
companies elsewhere, I think that when steamers can proceed up a river, the settlers are better served 
than by the produce being put on a railway and then transhipped to a vessel. The experience of the 
Hunter River shows that.
12L. If such tramway were constructed, would not very much larger vessels be used at Trial Bay ;—could 
they not work more profitably than smaller vessels and at lower rates ? It would not pay steamers like 
those which run between Sydney and Brisbane to call there and load. Steamers such as the “ Burrawong” 
might engage in the trhdc.
122. You were speaking of vessels suitable for the navigation of the Macleay River;—if there vvere a 
tramway from the Macleay to Trial Bay, and large vessels came to Trial Bay, do you not think that 
freights would be no higher, and would not there be a guarantee that, in times of heavy storm and flood

r in the river, the navigation would not he interrupted ? Ido not think so. I think the double handling
of the stuff would he a great difficulty.
123. Even though there may he a risk of the vessels being stuck up on account of storms and floods? I 
think that will be very much minimised when the new entrance is completed.
124. Do you not think that there would be less delay consequent upon floods or storms at the entrance of 
the river if you had a tramway from Trial Bay, and vessels could load and unload there at all times ? It

. might certainly he more reliable from that point of view. Butdo you purpose shutting up the riveraltogether. 
If you withdraw the dredge from there the old condition of things of thirty years ago will be restored, 
and the river will block up again. "When you speak of the construction of a tramway from Trial Bay to 
Kempsey, you must bear in mind that the Government will- be subjected, in years to come, to opposition 
from vessels plying on the river, and the question is whether the tramway w-ill pay,
125. Mr. Zee.] Supposing it were practicable to carry on the shipping from Trial Bay, and to convey the 
goods by tram to a point on the Macleay River, and all work was'susponded on that portion of the river 
between Shark Island and North Head, -would not that portion in a short time become quite unfit for 
navigation? That would depend upon floods. It would, no doubt, be restored to its natural condition in a 
few years, if it were not dredged. The dredge came to the Macleay River in 1871, and between 1871 and 
1876 it was mostly occupied in dredging from Shark Island to Grassy Head, and afterwards to Kempsey'".
126. "What was the condition of the entrance in 1871 ? With the exception of a steamer called the 
“New Moon,” drawing 4 feet of water, steamers at that time had not gone beyond the anchorage inside 
the entrance. Light-draught vessels, however, have been going up there for fifty years.
127. Have you been dredging there continuously since 1871? Yes.
128. Has that had the effect of keeping open the entrance permanently ? I do not think the bar has been
very much better since we started. It has been better, but not to a great extent. 129.
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129. Then, really, you have only been dredging to make the water navigable within the bar, towards Shark A. B. Portus.
Island? Tes; and right up the river—-at Long Eeach and other places. _ i iTMi^isas
130. "What is the state of the North Head bar generally ;—can it be crossed in ordinary weather by the e •> '
ordinary coasting steamers ? I saw the dredge-master the other day about the relative number of times
the steamers crossed the old and the new bars, and he said that in nineteen cases out of twenty they used 
the new entrance instead of the old one. _
131. Why would they use the old bar the twentieth time ? The difficulty of the old bar is that although 
it may be deep enough, immediately inside the channel it is so tortuous that it is difficult to navigate.
132 Independent of the bar at North Head, there are serious obstructions inside ? Tes ; rocks as well 
as sand. _ _ _
133. Would it cost a large sum to remove that? I do not think it would require a very large amount.
134. Knowing the two localities so well, are you of opinion that the present proposal would give a more 
reliable entrance to the Macleay than the old one ? Tes, I think so. _
135. And cheaper? Tes, because you save about 12 miles in distance going to and from Sydney.
136. I believe there is a great amount of sand in some places inside the new entrance ? Tes.
137. What will be the condition of things with flood-water running one way and a heavy southerly gale
blowing in ? The gales and floods generally come together, and, generally speaking, after a great flood 
the bars are better. . .
138. Tou remember what has happened at Newcastle many times after a heavy flood in the Hunter, and 
the great deposit of silt that has taken place ;—do you think that it will be possible for that to happen 
here ? That condition of things obtained at Newcastle before the breakwater was constructed. In this 
instance, the breakwater ought to have the effect of ensuring a very fair entrance after flood. We have 
had no shallow bar at Newcastle after flood since the northern and southern breakwaters were 
run out,
139. Tou have an entrance 700 feet wide ;—what will be the length from the breakwater to the corner of
Shark Island ? About 1§ mile from beach to island. . _
140. Under a repetition of conditions which have prevailed, do you not think that there is a danger of a •
heavy deposit of silt taking place in the channel ? Ido not think so. The flood-current should sweep it 
out between the walls. _ , .
141. Tou think that if the current is diverted'direct into the channel it will be sufficient to keep it clear f
I think that the fact of floods having broken out at that point indicates whut the conditions will be. We 
generally have deep bar water after floods. _ . .
142. Has any flood which has caused the entrance to be cut through left any serious deposit of silt.
What came about after the great flood of 1893 was this: all the channels right up the river were shoaled 
up. There was a great deposit of shingle, but it was no worse at the Heads than up the river. _
143. I should imagine a large quantity of debris and heavy timber will come down the river in flood-time?
I understand that it is so. ... u
144. Supposing the whole of the water, and the debris and timber were diverted into the channel, would 
it not be a serious menace to the stone-work which it is proposed to put in ? Hitherto, floods have not,
I think, disturbed the breakwaters on the northern rivers. ... .
145. In view of what has happened at Newcastle and other northern ports, do you think it likely that if
the breakwater were extended as far as is indicated on the plan, under the conditions of a south or south
east gale, shifting sand will be likely to block up the entrance ? I do not think it will. The entrance 
would be protected by the breakwater somewhat. _ _ _ .
146. In view of what has happened at other ports in the north, do you think that if this work is con
structed there will be any likelihood of the drift-sand piling up under a heavy gale? I do not think so.
It might, to some extent; but even if it did, we shall have the appliances for very speedily removing it.
147. Mr. Glarke.~\ Is it intended to close the old entrance, or to leave it open ? I presume it will be kept 
open until the new entrance is thoroughly completed.
148. Mr. Wright.'] Do you think, if a railway were made from Trial Bay to Kempsey^ and the proposed 
harbour works were abandoned, there would be much competition among the shippers lor the river trade ?
I think there would.
149. Have you considered the fact that it would be cheaper to bring stuff from Trial Bay by that route 
than by the river ? I do not think it would, because the material would be twice handled. G-oods twice 
handled cannot be compared with goods put on board a steamer and taken direct to their destination.
150. Then, if a railway were constructed, there would have to be droghers in the river to collect the stuff 
for the railway ? Tes ; it would be put on the railway, and there would be a double handling at Trial 
Bay. In the other case the drogher would put it on the steamer, and it would go away direct. _
151. It means additional handling ? Tes. Even when the entrance is bad, the droghers sometimes go 
outside and put the stuff on the steamers under the protection of the Trial Bay breakwater.
152. "What will be the effect on the navigation of the river if all the works are abandoned ? The old 
condition of things of thirty years ago will obtain. The river will gradually fill up.
153. Therefore there would not be much competition by steamers with the railway ? Probably all the 
channels would shoal up. Tessels drawing 5 or 6 feet might then get up to Kempsey.
154. Do you think under any circumstances there will be competition on the river ? Tes ; do what you
will with tramways. . '
155. Therefore you see no benefit likely to arise to the district by the construction of the railway and the
abandonment of the harbour works ? I do not, from a paying point of view. _ _
156. Have you any idea as to the feeling of the people of the district on the subject ? I think opinion
is pretty much divided about it. _
157. Mr. Roberts.] When you visited the Macleay two years ago, which was the entrance in use by the
river steamers ? The old entrance chiefly, I think. t
158. Was the old entrance given up on account of the shallowness of the water on the bar ? Not so
much on that account as on account of the tortuous channel inside. Occasionally it was due to the 
shallowness of the bar. _
159. How much water w'as there ? About 7 feet at high water, and sometimes more.
160. The difficulty was when you got over the bar ? Tes, inside.
161. Since then the new entrance has been continually used? Tes, generally,
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A. B. Portua. 162. What water is there at the bar now ? It varies. The “ Burrawong ” was detained last week coming
irp'r^isos ou* ^or a or t"'°- It had shoaled up.

e ., 1898. What do the trading steamers draw ? The lowest draught is about 7 feet G inches.
164. Is it not a fact that on the rivers on the north coast steamers are frequently detained as long as six 
weeks trying to get out ? I do not know of any case of that kind of late years.
165. What is the longest time a steamer has been detained at the Macleay Heads endeavouring to got out? 
Hot more than three or four days.
166. Is the entrance to the Macleay more difficult than the entrance to the Manning ? The Manning is, 
I fancy, the worse of the two. The shallower draught vessels go to the Manning. Tor instance, the 
“Burrawong” does not go to the Manning.
167. What is the longest time you have known a steamer to be detained at the Manning with produce on 
board ? About a week.
168. I suppose an easterly gale would make it more difficult to get out of the Macleay ? Tes.
169. With a south-easterly gale I suppose Trial Bay will afford ample shelter ? It would with a southerly 
gale give considerable shelter.
170. Then if a gale has any easterly bearing in it, Trial Bay is hardly safe at the present time ? That is 
so, but it will be safer as the breakwater is extended.
171. I suppose that with an easterly gale it would be almost impossible at present to get out of the 
Macleay ? It would not be desirable to try it.
172. Will the proposed improvements render navigation more easily in easterly weather ? That and the 
breakwater extension together.

10 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. '

Francis Clarke, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined:—
F. Clarke, 173. Chairman^] I believe the works in question are not in the electorate you represent, but the benefit 
Esq., M.P. of them will be felt there? Tes. The boundary of my electorate strikes the Macleay Biver about 2 

miles above Smithtown. It follows the Macleay Biver past Smithtown to opposite the mouth of Kinchela 
11 Feb., 1898 Qj-oei^ follows Kinchela Creek upwards to the parish boundary between Aracoon and Kinchela; and 

thence along the parish boundary to the sea. G-oing back to the point above Smithtown, the boundary 
bears in a westerly direction to the mouth of Trial Bay Creek; thence by Trial Bay Creek upwards to where 
the road from Green Hills to Taylor’s Arm crosses ; thence it follows that road up to the Main Dividing 
Bange between the Macleay and the Nambucea waters.
174. Mr. Trickett^ Tour electorate is known as The Hastings and Manning? Tes.
175. What is the present mode of getting produce to market ? By the Macleay Biver, and then by 
means of steamer to Sydney.
176. Do you understand the various schemes before the Committee ? Tes.

• 177. Which of the two entrances do you think is the most advantageous ? I would not like to express
an opinion.

• 178. I do not mean as affecting.the rights of particular settlers;—but are you prepared to say, from a
practical point of view, which you think the better ? Owing to the Spencer Creek entrance having the 
shelter of Trial Bay breakwater, I should be inclined to favour that scheme. It is a shorter channel, 
too.
179. I sujipose you have been a frequent visitor to the Macleay by steamer? I have practically lived on 
the Macleay for thirty years.
180. Is the communication with the Macleay better by way of Spencer Creek, as now used, than it was 
by the entrance at North Head ? I would not like to say that it is, because the works at Spencer Creek 
are not sufficiently far advanced to make a permanent improvement there as yet. There are times 
when the old entrance is used particularly after floods, or perhaps slight freshes, occur in the river, 
which help to clear the bar ; but whenever dry weather sets in we are generally troubled with a bad bar.
181. That is at North Head ? Tes.
182. Is the Spencer Creek entrance used nowr altogether ? To the best of my knowledge it is.
183. How long has that been the case ? It seems to have been used for the last twm or three years 
alternately, sometimes the steamers going in the new entrance and out of the old one. Latterly, I think, 
the new entrance has been more favoured than the old one.

’ 184. By reason I suppose of its being more reliable ? I suppose so. The effect of the work going on
there has improved it. ' '
185. We are told that the commencement of the Spencer Creek channel occurred in a very simple manner 
by a man having made a slight cutting for his boats there ;—are you aware of that ? No ; I do not think 
that is the case. I think the idea of adopting this as an entrance was brought about by the fact of the 
flood of 1893 bTeaking a channel through there.
186. That entrance has continued to improve since it has been a channel ? Without the cuttings and the 
breakwater which have been put there 1 do not think it would ever have been an entrance.
187. Have not the training-banks which have been already constructed very muqh improved the navigation 
of the river ? Tes.
188. Are dredges at work there nowr ? Tes, I understand the sand-pump dredge “ Doris ” is there.
189. Do you think that, when the sand is "well dredged out of there, the scour from the Macleay Biver will 
be sufficient to keep it open as a permanent channel ? Tes.
190. I believe the steamers which trade there have a shallow draught ? I believe the “ Burrawong ” 
requires 8 feet or 8 feet 6 inches.
191. How far up the river do the steamers go ? The “ Burrawong” sometimes goes as far as Kempsey, 
about 26 miles from the new entrance.
192. What is the average depth up the river ? When the river is in good order about 10 feet. Of course 
it has to be dredged to maintain that depth.
193. So that a channel down Spencer Creek with an average depth of 10 feet would be sufficient for all 
purposes for the vessels which usually navigate the Macleay Biver? Tes.
194. About what tonnage are they ? I believe the “ Burrawong” is about 350 tons, and it is the largest.
195. Do you think it is a river where steamers of a larger tonnage are likely to navigate as time goes on ? 
I think so, if the water is sufficient, because the present shallow-draught steamers are not constructed to

be
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be fast sea-boats. The district in that respect suffers through the boats not being able to maintain a high 
rate of speed when they get out to sea. -
196. But the work of dredging a great length of river to a depth which would enable large-sized ocean
going steamers to go up would be very expensive ? I admit that. That might be overcome. If the 
ocean boats only entered the heads, the rest of the work could be done by boats of a shallower draught. 
That has been done to a large extent during the last three or four years.
197. Would a boat drawing 12 feet be able to navigate the Macleay as far as Kempsey? I think so, 
with dredging.
198. If the channel from Spencer Creek to the breakwater is 14 feet at low water, do you think that will 
be sufficient for all purposes ? I think so as far as one can foresee.
199. It has been stated that on the 16th October,' 1895, you saw7 the Minister and stated that if the
entrance was changed as suggested, from North Head to Spencer Creek, a number of settlers would claim 
compensation ? I think that statement was made by me on account of the settlers themselves having written 
to me on the subject. I put their views before the Department. That was before any money had been 
expended on the new entrance. I might point qut that, if the formation of the new entrance has the effect 
of shallowing up the old channel, the settlers on the Allgomera and the Unkya, and also the people living 
round Yarrahapinni and the sawT-mill proprietors at Stewart’s Point, wall be seriously handicapped in 
getting their produce to market. "
200. That is if the river silted up to such an extent that they could not punt their goods to the steamers ? 
Yes.
201. But it has been stated that the silting up of the Long Reach in question will be very slight indeed, 
arid that if a waterway is kept open these people can easily punt their goods to the ocean steamers ? That 
I could not say. At present they draw their goods to Stewart’s Point near the old entrance.
201-5- It is also stated that they have another road to the main river which would lead them in the direction 
of the new entrance ? That is so. They would be able to reach the river higher up in any case, but it 
■would make further haulage for them.
202. How much further ? About 4 miles each way. They could either ship at Clybucca Creek or go on 
a little further and ship on the main river at what they call Summer Island Wharf. I think Summer 
Island would be the better. If they went to Clybucca they would have to contend with the navigation of 
Clybucca Creek, and it is only navigable at high tide.
203. Is it a good road ? A very good road. It is really the main north coast road.
204. What stuff do they supply to the steamers ? The Unkya and Allgomera people are mostly maize- 
growers. The timber people would, I think, be most seriously handicapped, on account of having to haul 
their timber. There are two mills—one at Stewart’s Point, right on the banks of the river, and another one

n a couple of miles out on what is known as the road to the “ Traveller’s Rest Hotel.”
' 205. What class of timber is it ? Hardwood.

206. Is there a large trade in it ? I do not think the orders are very extensive as far as the Sydney market 
is concerned. It is more a local trade in connection with the main river.
207. Is there a large quantity of that timber? The country surrounding Yarrahapinni and around the 
Allgomera and Unkya Creeks, up to Clybucca Creek is really more of a timber country than a grazing 
country.
208. Then the timber industry might grow into a big thing ? Yes ; I look upon the timber as the most 
valuable product in that part of the district.
209. Therefore, by diverting this river so much to the south, it might affect that industry in the future, if
Sydney is to be the market for it? Yes. Of course it could be overcome, as stated, but it would certainly 
handicap the industry to some extent. . ■
210. Can you tell us what the extra 4 miles haulage of timber would mean to the timber-cutter ? It 
would mean two-thirds of a day extra to a teamster—worth at least 10s.
211. If the entrance were at the Heads, he would have to carry his timber a good distance ? Yes ; in any 
case he would have to go a good distance further for his timber, and as years go on he will have to go 
further back.
212. And the further back he goes the less will the place of shipment affect him ? Yes; very probablv.
213. Therefore it is not a very serious matter as regards the timber industry? No; I do not think for a 
moment that it is a difficulty which should stand in the way of making the new entrance.
214. Is it a serious matter tor the maize crop ? No ; the maize crops of the Allgomera and the Unkya, 
comparatively speaking, are not very large.
215. Taking the main use of the river into consideration, those people who are nearer the North Head are in
the minority. If it will suit the other people to have the other channel, those people are not so numerous 
that they could prevent the entrance being at the Southern Head? No ; they are the smallest in number, 
and they have the least products to send away. '
216. Seeing that this work, if carried out in its entirety, is to cost a considerable sum of money, can you 
tell us what quantity of produce is likely to feed the steamers which trade up the river ? I can only be 
guided, and that to a small extent, by the exports to the Macleay during 1897 :—

■ The following are the principal items of produce exported from the Macleay by steamer for’the year ending December 
31, 1897 Butter, 3,021 boxes, 138 kegs ; bones, 397 bags ; calves, 132 ; cedar, 10 logs 3 pieces ; cream, 4,040 cans ; eggs, 
2,097 cases ; fish, 70 cases; fruit, 33 cases; hides, .3,483 ; honey, 171 packages ; horns, 10; maize, 152,530 bags ; onions, 
222 bags ; pigs, 7,855 ; poultry, 946 coops; potatoes, 5,877 bags ; pumpkins, 284 bags ; spokes, 2,400; tallow; 64 casks ; 
turnips, 400 bags. Butter since January 1 is being shipped at the rate of from 6 to 8 tons per week, and the milk supply 
to the factories is rapidly increasing.

F. Clarke, , 
Esq., M.P,

llFebM898,C

Most of the hardwood timber trade is done by sailing vessels, and of that we have no record.
217. Where did you get your figures from? They first appeared in the local newspapers, and were 
obtained from the local agent of the North Coast Steam Navigation Company.
218. How often do the steamers trade ? The “ Burrawong ” in the busy seasons trades twice a week ; but 
even at that she was not able at last season to keep up with the cargo. That, to a great extent, was owing 
to the difficulties encountered at the entrance. The droghers from the river had to come out over the bar 
and tranship cargo on board the “Burrawong” under the shelter of Trial Bay. That was a great dis
advantage and also caused a great delay.
219. Is the passenger trade large ? It is a steady one, and a fairly large one both to and from the
Macleay. ,

220.
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w' 220. Do the droghers call from point to point and collect goods ? Tes ; they call from point to point and
Esq., M.P. co]]ecj the cargo as a rule, and in the busy seasons they convey it to the wharf where the “ Burrawong ” 

llFeb*-1898 generaUy lies in the lower reaches of the river. Then, whilst the passenger steamer is taking the 
6 ’’ ‘ passengers from Burrawong up to Kempsey, the loading goes on from the cargo steamer to the

“ Burrawong,” so that by the time the passengers return again from Kempsey, the loading is pretty well 
complete. • _
221. How far do the droghers go up the river? As far as Sydenham’s "Wharf ; about 40miles altogether.
222. I suppose the influence of the tide is not felt very much up the river ? I should say the rise and 
fall is about 3 feet at Kempsey.
223. Is all the land along the banks of the river alienated ? Tes ; it is held in small farms. Most of the
farmers are the owners of the land. _
224. Is the district progressive? Tes, it is a very progressive and rich district.
225. Is there much grazing carried on? Tes, a good deal both on the Upper and Lower Macleay.
226. Is there a tendency for the grazing country to be put under agriculture ? Ko ; the grazing country,
generally speaking, is not suitable for agricultural purposes. The forest land is not good enough for agri
culture on the Upper Macleay, and on the Lower Macleay where the swamps exist it would require draining 
before it would be fit for cultivation, and even then it is questionable whether it would not be too risky to 
attempt agriculture on low-lying country. There is no doubt there is a great future befoi'e the district 
in regard to the dairying industry. .
227. What scope is there for progress in agriculture and dairying ? The outlook for the dairying will
mostly depend on the drainage of the swamp country lying at the back of the farms on the river frontage. 
We have an area there of about 80,000 acres of swamp land all selected, and they are making strong 
efforts now in the direction of having this country drained. In fact, draining has gone on in the past on 
a very small scale by individual swamp-holders themselves. The intention now is to take advantage of 
the Water Bights Act and go in for draining on an extensive and comprehensive basis. When that is 
accomplished the river should not only be very productive in dairy products, but it should be able to send 
off a very large number of fat stock to market. At present they have to drive their fat stock overland to 
Maitland a distance of over 200 miles. Attempts to ship stock to Sydney by the class of steamers going 
there have not been satisfactory or successful. _
228. Where this draining of land has gone on and it has been used for grazing purposes, has it been a
success ? A very great success indeed. _
229. To what extent has it added to the carrying power of the land ? The place has been practically 
converted from a swamp or marshy bog to the extent of being able to carry during good seasons of the 
year—from September or October up to the end of March—-something like three beasts to the acre. 
The natural grasses seem to be very good and seem to grow most luxuriantly immediately the land is drained.
230. I notice that the export of pigs is very large;—are they fed on' the swamp? No, mostly on the 
farms. They are mostly corn-fed porkers.
231. What are they fed on generally? Generally on what they can pick up—pumpkin, and finished off 
on corn.
232. Is corn grown to any great extent about the river ? Corn is the principal product. The average 
crop there, according to statistics, is about 40 bushels to the acre. In the year I have quoted there were
152,000 bags exported, which would mean 600,000 bushels from the river alone.
233. On what character of land is that grown ? On the rich alluvial lands of the river banks.
234. Above water and flood level ? No. All the land on which the maize is grown is subject to floods.
It is grown on the banks of the rivers, and in some cases the branches—that is, the creeks feeding the 
rivers. .
235. Is that likely to be a continuous industry ? To some extent I think it will give way to the dairying 
industry, but not altogether. I think farmers are likely to continue growing maize. They will combine 
the two together—maize-growing and dairying.
236. Has dairying been found to be more profitable than growing corn ? Of late it has, owing to the low 
price of maize and the great losses suffered through floods. A flood means that all the crop is lost in the 
case of maize, but in the other case the industry is only suspended for a few months. There is also the 
advantage of a regular stream of money coming in. Tanners get their returns every month from the 
dairying industry, whereas from the maize crop they have to wait for twelve months, with a risk of losing all.
237. Are there co-operative creameries in the district, or do the producers each keep their own milk ? 
There are no co-operative creameries. They are under the control of companies, with one exception. 
The Smithtown factory is a locally owned one. Some of the others are privately owned. That is to say, 
they have been erected by individual farmers, and some of the recent ones have been erected by Sydney - 
companies.
238. What does the small farmer do with his milk ? He sells it as a rule to one of the creameries.
239. About what sized holding would be sufficient for a family to make a living out of, if it has been
drained for dairying purposes ? 40 acres. .
240. Would that be by mixed farming ? Tes, by a little corn-growing, pigs, poultry, and dairying.
241. Is the draining of the land which you speak of done by private holders? Tes ; they have formed
what is called a drainage union, under the Drainage Promotion Act, but that has not been a success, on 
account of the large amount of capital required to put in an extensive system of drainage; but under the 
Water Bights Act they will not have to find such a large capital. The Government will carry out the 
work provided the landholders undertake to find the interest and part of the sinking fund to pay off the 
first cost. .
242. Are they treating this 80,000-acre block in that way? No ; but that is their intention.
243. Is that held by private owners ? Some of it is Crown lands through selections reverting to the 
Crown, but most of it is held by those who first took it up.
244. Are there many selections in the district which have been forfeited ? I do not think there are many, 
considering the hard times they have gone through, but still there are some, particularly in the swampy 
country where they have not been getting any return from the land on account of its swampy nature.
245. Do you think the district is likely to become such a thickly populated one as to justify the 
Government in going to such an expense as this scheme involves ? It becomes a question at once as to 
whether the people can ever improve themselves if the navigation of the river is not improved.

12 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

246.



833

246. Can you tell us what population now uses the river as a means of transit? I can only tell F. Clarke, 
approximately, because I find that the statistics are compiled on a county basis, and that does not fairly Estl-> M-p- 
represent the population which would make use of the river as an outlet. 1 find that the population of
the county of Dudley was estimated at the census of 1891 at 5,795. Part of the county of Macquarie ‘
extending from Kempsey down the river to the Heads naturally goes to the Macleay River. It is thickly 
settled, and forms some of the richest and most productive lands of the Macleay River. Of that we have no 
record on account of the system of keeping the statistics on a county basis.
247. It has been suggested that as the Government are making a breakwater at Trial Bay it might'be 
practicable to have a railway somewhere at the head of Spencer Creek to a port in Trial Bay, and thus 
do away with the entrance ? Such a scheme has been suggested.
248. What are your views of it ? It depends to a great extent on whether the new entrance can be made 
a success or not. If it can be made negotiable with a reasonable expenditure, I think that the water 
carriage would be cheaper than the railway carriage.
249. You would also avoid the two handlings ? Yes; and there is no doubt that the water carriage
would compete to some extent with the railway. .

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—HAEBOUE WOEKS AT MACLEAY RIVER. " 13

WEDNESDAY, 16 FEBRUARY, 1898.

THOMAS THOMSON 
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Eeoan, Esq.

. Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
George Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at the Macleay River.

John McLaughlin, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined:—
250. Qhairman.~\ I believe you represent the electorate of Raleigh ? Yes. J.
251. The county of Dudley and a portion of the Macquarie form portion of your electorate? Yes. McLaughlin,
252. Does the entrance to the Macleay and Trial Bay come within your electorate ? Yes. ■Eeci'’
253. Mr. Clarke^] Do you wish to make any statement? Yes. At first, when these works were
commenced, a number of people at Stewart’s Point, Warrahapinni, Unkya, and Allgomera objected to the '
proposed work because they thought it would cut them off from the service they previously had, and
would compel them to travel 8 miles further with their produce. They also contended at the time that 
the work would not be a success. Personally, I could not give an opinion against that of the engineers 
on the subject, but last September I went up there, specially to look at the work. Mr. Houston took me 
over the work at present in course of construction, and also to the old entrance. I came to the conclusion 
that the work was likely to prove very beneficial to the district. The scour which was apparent satisfied 
me that every yard of the work which was put in would continue to improve it. At that time the steamer 
was not going in regularly, but Mr. Houston told me that the “ Burrawong” wrould be able to enter at all 
times, within another month. I find she has been running there regularly since November. Of course 
there will be hardships, so far as the people who have property at Stewart’s Point are concerned, such as 
Captain Jamieson, for instance. His property necessarily will be deterioriated through being so far from 
the means of communication.
254. Is he the pilot ? Yes ; I believe he has a very strong objection to the new entrance, but I believe
the loss the property-owners will sustain will not be equal to the benefit the rest of the district will gain 
by the completion of the work. •
255. Then you entirely approve of the proposed improvements of the river ? Yes ; I may say it will also 
be an inconvenience to some people on the Nambucca River who now come to Stewart’s Point, but I think 
a good entrance which can be relied upon at all times will nearly compensate for their loss.
256. Where are the North Coast Company’s wharves ? At Stewart’s Point.
257. In the event of the new entrance being opened, will they remove their wharves ? Yes ; they will go 
down to Jerseyville, where there are two wharves.
258. What distance do steamers go up the Macleay River at present ? Only a few months ago the “Burra
wong” stopped at Stewart’s Point. ■

■ 259. Do the Sydney steamers at present go to Kempsey ? No, they go now to Jerseyville, which is 5 miles 
up from Trial Bay, or 10 miles up from the old entrance.
260. If the new entrance is opened satisfactorily, will the steamers from Sydney go direct to Kempsey ?
There is nothing to prevent their doing so, if two or three spots are dredged. They used to go there some 
time ago, and they could go there now if one or two shallows were removed. If a dredge went to work 
there tor a few days they could do it. The traffic beyond Kempsey is worked by droghers.
261. Have you taken into consideration the question of the construction of a railway from Trial Bay 
alongside the Macleay to Kempsey ? I think a tramway might be constructed with advantage to Jersey
ville, but I do not think you will ever have a railway to Kempsey, because the land is very flat and liable 
to be flooded. It would also cost a lot of money to make a permanent safe railway. There is no high land 
after leaving Jerseyville. Both sides of the river are liable to be flooded.
262. Are there settlers on both sides ? Yes, and there is rich land on both sides. If the wharf at Trial 
Bay is completed, I believe a great number of ocean steamers will call there and pick up goods which mav 
be brought by a tramway from Jerseyville. Pending the completion of the new entrance, the goods might 
be drawn to Trial Bay.
263. Will that necessitate droghers for the upper portion of the river ? It will necessitate droving or 
drawing by teams. Frequently there is a large quantity of maize which one steamer is not able to take 
away. It is kept back for a month at a time even when the market is pretty high.
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T "l’ . 264. Would it be possible for drovers at Trial Bay to bring the produce of the river down ? It would be
-g6 au|^ pD’ brought down. A number of vessels could load there and take it away.

265. The droghers would have the advantage of calling at both sides of the river ? Ties ; and they would 
16 Feb., 1898. ^epve ^be stufi on the wharf at Trial Bay.

’ 266 If the improvement at the mouth of the river is carried out, and is a success, do you think there will
be any necessity for so many droghers to be employed, or that the vessels will go right up to Kempsey ? 
The vessels will go right up to Kempsey, and farmers can see the stuff put on.
267. What is the principal product of the district? Maize hitherto. Now they are going in for dairying 
as weH.
268. But the carriage of butter and cheese would not be so profitable to the steamers as the carriage of 
maize? They could grow hay too if sure of getting it to market. The farmers find it necessary to go in 
tor something in addition to maize, because if their crops are carried away by floods the whole of their 
year’s work is lost.
269. Mr. Hassall.'] Where is Jerseyville ? About 5 miles from Arakoon. It is also known as Pelican 
Island.
270. Mr. Clarke.]' Is there a large quantity of vacant land about and near the Macleay which has not been 
alienated? Tes, in Allgomera and Unkya. All the flats have been alienated.
271. Is there any room for a large population independent of what is there now ? A number of people 
have land which they would subdivide and alienate themselves.
272.. I.believe that the high land away back from the flats is not fitted for the cultivation of maize? No, 
but it is fitted for grazing.
273. Do you think there will be a large increase of population ? I am sure of it. The drawback is the 
uncertainty of getting to Sydney. I myself was there on one occasion for a week before I was able to 
get away. Eventually I had to drive to Hexham.
274. You are aware that large quantities of maize accumulate at the various stores on the Macleay Biver, 
and owing.to the bad state of the bar it is impossible to get it to Sydney ? Absolutely impossible.
275. And it is liable to deteriorate in consequence ? It is.
276. And the producers cannot get the advantage of the prices ruling ? The market is frequently down 
before they can get their stuff here.
277. Mr. Lee.] Do you wish us to understand that you would advocate a tramway in preference to a port ? 
No, in addition.
278. Are you of opinion that the best way of maintaining the traffic on the river is by a port ? Tes.
2/9. Is there any difference of opinion amongst the residents as to where the port should be ? I do not 
think so, except in the case of the people I have mentioned. Of course they will be prejudiced, and 
something ought to be done for them. I think they will be entitled to compensation if the natural channel 
is interfered with.
280. But how would compensation arise, having in view the fact that nature has already made an entrance 
from the river to the sea in another direction ? Nature has not made this new entrance. It first disclosed 
it; but it is now being made artificially. It would never be an entrance unless the training-walls were 
put there.. It is now navigable; but it has been artificially made.
281. Has it been in use sufficiently long to enable the people at Stewart’s Point to raise any reasonable 
complaint? They are sent away from the ordinary navigable stream, a distance of about II miles. 
Whether they will have to suffer for the benefit of the rest is a matter which Parliament will have to ' 
consider hereafter.
282. Was Stewart’s Point a shipping place for the settlers lying at the back of it ? Tes ; a number of 
people came there from the Nambucca.
283. It has been pointed out that in the event of the new entrance being improved, people who now use 
Stewart s Point could use that entrance by getting to the Macleay Biver via Clybucca Creek ? That is so, 
unless the creek shoals up ; but it cannot pay a drogher to go up there.
284. But as a matter of fact the bulk of the produce and the bulk of the people are up Spencer’s Creek ?
JL 68.
285. And inasmuch as it is only possible to make one good entrance to the river, it must be made to the 
best convenience of all ? I think so.
286. I suppose you would be perfectly prepared to accept it on that grpund ? I would.
287. Mr. Roberts.] Tou are aware that there is a proposal before the Committee for the construction of 
a railway from Maitland to Taree? Tes.
288. What is the feeling of the people with regard to that railway;—do they expect that if it goes to 
Taree it will eventually go on to Kempsey ? Tes.
289. Would they prefer the improved entrance or the railway ? They expect both ; they expect a railway
for passenger traffic nine out of every ten would sooner travel by railway than by sea : the produce- 
boats are not good sea-going ve.ssels. The “Burrawong” is the best, with 7 or 8 feet draught; but with 
such a gale as that which prevailed on Sunday last she would not be safe. Maize, cattle, hay, and so on, 
will always be sent by water. ”
290. What is the population of Kempsey ? The district contains about 6,000 inhabitants.
291. How far is it from Kempsey to Port Macquarie ? About 35 miles.
292. When the bar is shallow, I suppose the passengers are more likely to get out at Port Macquarie than 
at the Macleay ? Tes; but they are often blocked at Port Macquarie!
293. Is it not a fact that it was owing to the large expenditure of money necessary to make all the northern
coast rivers good harbours that the idea of constructing the North Coast Bailway from Maitland, say to 
Grafton, first presented itself ? No; they seemed to think it ought to go right through to Brisbane. I 
may say that fruit, poultry, and perishable goods would come down by train in ten times the quantity, if 
the producers were sure as to when it would arrive at its destination. ’
294. I suppose the present difficulty is, that they do not know when the produce will arrive at its 
destination ? That is so.
295. Do you regard the proposed expenditure as justifiable on account of the improvements it will effect 
in the district ? I do. Every £1,000 which is spent there makes a marked improvement, and I myself 
do not think the work will cost as much as has been estimated.
296. Mr. Hoskins.] Have you been into the district from the Heads ? Tes, right through to Armidale
and from there north. ' 007
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297. Have you ever seen the district when the Macleay has been in flood P Yes. J.
298. Have you been up the new entrance ? Yes. McLaughlin,
299. Did it ever occur to you, seeing that the river must carry a great deal of silt with it, that there 
would likely to be a collection of silt at the proposed bend in the channel ? No, it has been pointed out
to me that that will create a greater scour. e ’’ '
300. Mr. Humphery^] You say you think a railway will be desirable in addition to the permanent opening 
of the Spencer’s Creek channel;—what prospect would there be of that railway paying working expenses, 
and interest on the cost of construction ? Of course, it would not cost more than £5,000 or £6,000 
altogether. I would not advocate a railway but a tramway. Steamers, which would not go to Kempsey, 
might call at Trial Bay and pick up produce there.
301. Would it not entail an additional handling of goods ? Of course, if a steamer went up the river, all
the goods would come by it. But it might only go on once a week. The passengers would travel by the 
tramway to Trial Bay, and the steamers would pick them up. ..
302. Assuming that Spencer Creek channel could be kept permanently open to a depth of 13 or 14 feet,
is'it probable that a railway from Jerseyville to Trial Bay would be used to any great extent ? Not to -
any great extent, except for the convenience of the prison authorities, and the people about Arakoon.
303. Are you prepared to say that the district will not be sufficiently served by the maintenance of a 
deep-water channel in Spencer Creek ? If that is a success the people will not complain.
304. Although you have remarked that a railway from Jerseyville to Trial Bay should be additional to 
the opening of the channel, you lay no stress upon it, and are quite prepared to waive any claim in that 
direction ? That is so.
305. Are you satisfied, from your knowledge of the commerce and the produce of the district, that the 
opening of the channel will be ample for many years to come ? I have no doubt of it.
306. Chairman.~\ Are the Allgomera and Warrahapinni people about 8 miles from Stewart’s Point ? Yes,
307. Therefore, they are about 18 miles from Nambucca? Yes.
308. Do some of the Nambucca people come to Stewart’s Point? Yes.
309. If the proposal before the Committee with regard to the Nambucca is successful, will not the people
there use that river ? Yes. *
310. That will reduce a portion of the grievance of Stewart’s Point ? Yes ; that should reduce a good 
deal of their grievance.
311. It will also reduce some of the inconvenience of the Yarrahapinni and Allgomera people? No doubt.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HARBOUR WORKS AT MACLEAY RIVER. ~ ' 15

Charles Edward Bennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined :— .
312. Mr. Zee.] Have you any statement to make? I produce a map of the county of Dudley, showing O- E- Bennie, 
the country on the north side of the Macleay Eiver. Pretty well the whole of the country from the
Macleay Biver to the coast at the entrance to North Head—to the parish of Warne. 16 Feb., 1898.
313. Eoughly speaking, how far would that be, taking the course of the river? About 60 miles.
314. 'Does that boundary extend to or beyond Kempsey ? Well beyond Kempsey.
315. What distance ? About 40 miles beyond. .
316. Does your map show the land which has been alienated between the North Head and the boundary 
you have indicated ? _ Yes ; the red tint shows conditional purchase land, the purple tint shows freehold 
land, and the white tint shows the Crown land.
317. How has the settlement taken place ;—is it along the river ? Yes, mostly along the river. The map 
of the county of Macquarie, which I produce, shows the country for a short distance from the mouth to 
Kempsey on the south side of the river. The red tint represents conditional purchase land, the purple 
tint freehold land, and the white tint the vacant Crown land.
318. What is the area which has been alienated ? The whole of the country in the county of Dudley
shown in white, north of the river, including the large green patches which are reserved, is about 260,000 
acres. .
319. Would that include the old grants as well as conditional purchases ? i No ; I am speaking of the
vacant land now. '
320. Nearly the whole of that land lies back from the river ? Yes.
321. What is the area of alienated land ? I have not taken it out. On the south side of the river, within
the county of Dudley and the adjoining county of Macquarie to a range south of Kempsey, there are 
about 280,000 acres of Crown land. That includes the piece of land lying between Trial Bay and Koragoora 
Point. “ °
322. The alienations in the county of Dudley appear to have been confined to the water frontage ? Yes
largely. __ ° ’
323. Take the area of Crown lands on the south side of the river—you notice the margin there of the 
alienated lands ? Yes.
324. Alienation appears to have stopped there almost entirely? Yes.
325. Is there any reason for that ? Probably it is because the country is inferior, perhaps inaccessible.
326. Is that Crown land under consideration for disposal ? Not so far as we know in the head office at
present. .
327. Then there is not likely, as far as you know, to be any increase in settlement there, except in the
ordinary way, under conditional purchase ? That is so. .
328. Do you know whether there is any demand for land? I could not say.
329. What is the nature of the large reserve ? It is a forest reserve ; it is known as the Styx Porest 
Beserve.
330. Are there any reserves in the neighbourhood of Spencer Creek ? There is a narrow reserve alono-
the coast from Grassy Head right up to Spencer Creek. °
331. What has it been reserved for ? Dor harbour improvements. That goes up to Spencer Creek and
about a mile beyond it. ■
332. Is Shark Island a reserve? Yes ; all islands are reserves by general notice.

Henry
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Henry Spondly, Compiler, GrOYernment Statistician’s Office, Chief Secretary’s Department, sworn, and
examined:—

H. Spondly. 333. Chairman.'] I believe yon have some figures to lay before us with regard to population ? Tes; I was 
asked to furnish information with regard to population on either side of the Macleay Kiver, from the mouth 

16 Feb., 1898. of the river to its sources, taking for the purpose an area north of the river, as far as midway between the 
Macleay and Nambucca, and south as far as midway between the Macleay and the Hastings. The estimate 
of the department is that in 1897 there was a population in the district mentioned of 7,550.

H. R.
Carleton.

leFeKTlm

Henry Richard Carleton. Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Rivers Branch, Department of
Public Works, sworn, and examined :—

331;. Chairman.] Is the same stone found at the entrance resumed for a quarry as is to be found at 
Rudder’s Hill ? No ; it is of a different nature. , v , , ,
3B5. Is there any chance of a channel between the quarry and B/udder s Hill. JNot the slightest.
336. Therefore you are forced, at least as far north as the brown line indicated on the plan . Yes, further. 
Captain Howard’s survey shows rock at 13 feet in South West Creek.
337. Tou have a depth of 30 feet at Spencer Creek, and 30 feet at South West Creek;—have you any 
knowledge as to the character of the ground between the two places ? It is soft, sandy and swampy.
338. Mr. Lee.] What is the'worst wind you have on this part of the coast An easterly gale. . _
339. In that event the new entrance will be largely protected ? It will; it is largely protected as it is. 
In bad weather vessels prefer to lie in the vicinity of the feouth AVest Rocks to coming close m to Trial Ray.
34iO. Whv is that ? Because the sea commences to roll near the beach. .
341. What would be the effect of an easterly gale on the extreme end of your breakwater ? I think it
would stand it very well. , . , , . , , ,, . , .342. Tou are aware that at the present time the public mind is largely exercised as to the wisdom ot
tipping stones into the sea, particularly on sandy bottoms, for the purpose of making coastal breakwaters ? 
Tes ; but if they saw the result of our work on some of our rivers, they might alter their views. Take 
the improvements at the Clarence, for instance. _ . .
343. In this instance you will have a deep sandy bed to tip your stone upon, which is a very insecure 
foundation, even in still water ;—wffiat with the current in and out, and the action of the strong gales 
upon it, will there not be extreme danger of it’s commencing to crumble at the outer end, and gradually
disappearing ? I think not. „ Tj. • i.344. Do you know instances in which works of this character have been carried out. It is not, perhaps, 
so far advanced as you mention ; but we have a similar work on the Richmond. We are pushing out 
our northern and southern breakwaters there.
345. Have they been a success ? Very much so. _ _ _
346. Have you had occasion to deviate from the original design? No; there has been an addition, but
no deviation. i ■ i ji n i v -m- i347. Have the original plans been adhered to ? We cannot depart from anything which the Bublic W orks
Committee and Parliament agree to.
348. Is the Department satisfied with the result of their work ?_ Tes, very much so,_ so far as it has gone.
349. Tou have had still further experience on the Clarence River ? Tes; that is in an advanced state.
It has improved in places from 2 feet to 30 and 40 feet. _
350. It will be satisfactory to know whether the work that has been carried out at the Clarence Biver, as
designed by your Department, has had the expected result of maintaining a sufficient depth of water at 
all times? 1 do not think there will ever again be a lack of depth on the Clarence.
351. Has the water once obtained by means of this work been steadily adhered to ? Tes, it has main
tained itself. . .
352. Was that one of the works which was recommended by this Committee? Tes.
353. Can you tell us whether the anticipations of the Department and the recommendations of the 
Committee have been fairly met by that work? They have been eminently satisfactory.
354. So much so that you have been encouraged to proceed with similar works in the other entrances ? 
Tes.
355. I suppose you look upon that as a kind of object lesson ? Tes.
356. And there could not be any entrance on the northern coast more severe than the Clarence River
entrance ? There could be no worse. '
357. I believe there were between 17 and 18 feet of shifting sand on the Clarence ? There was any depth 
of it. It has scoured out in one place to 53 feet, and it used to be nearly dry there before we commenced
our work. . . .
358. With regard to the southern training wall at the Clarence, one of the points of contention raised at 
that time both by engineers of the Department and by many local residents of the Clarence W'as, that at 
that point where there is a division of water between the water which comes down the Clarence and the 
Tamba—that at that point, with such an enormous depth of shifting sand, it would be impossible to 
obtain a foundation for the stone which wa,s tipped in ; have you found a foundation? Tes. _
359. Has the training-wall subsided from time to time ? Tes. From time to time it has gone in; but 
we have made it up. It has scoured out on the channel side, and then the stone has fallen down and 
coated it on the face and that has prevented further scour.
360. Since the completion of those works, have you had a large flood in the Clarence or a heavy easterly or 
south-easterly gale to test them ? We have had plenty of heavy gales. I do not know of heavy floods, 
but there have been freshes.
361. Have the gales had any effect ? Nothing to speak of. Tou must understand that there is always a 
certain amount of maintenance on these works. Tou cannot leave them alone altogether.
362. I presume you have not carried out the breakwaters yet? No; they w'ere not passed by the
Committee. ...
363. So far as those training walls have improved the entrance to the Clarence, do you think there is any 
necessity for the construction of those .breakwaters? I doubt if there will be much necessity for them for 
some time to come. The Public Works Committee agreed to the removal of the rocks there, but we can
not do that until a breakwater is constructed.
364. Tou refer to the Black Boy Rock? Tes. 365.
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365. Do you not think that the points of those training walls are as much exposed to the influence of gales , H. R. , 
as the entrance to the work on the Macleay Eiver ? The end of the wall on the Clarence would be tested Carleton. 
quite as severely, if not more, than the breakwaters at the proposed new entrance at the Macleay. The 10^^1898' 
end I refer to has gone through quite as severe tests as the proposed breakwater will ever be called upon ’’
to meet.
366. It would appear from the natural configuration of the coast that the proposed entrance to the Macleay 
is rather better sheltered than the entrance to the Clarence ? Yes ; that is one of the reasons we have 
been able to keep our estimate down.
367. Therefore if your works have answered their purpose, and stood the test of the weather at the Clarence, 
it is reasonable to suppose that they will do so at the Macleay ? Yes.
368. Mr. HumpheryDo you agree with the opinion expressed by Mr. Darley, that the construction of
the breakwaters shown by the dotted lines will be wholly unnecessary ? I think it will be many years 
before they are required. *
369. Are you prepared to go beyond that ? One never knows what the Macleay will develop into.
370. With regard to the rock referred to by Mr. Lee as being in the Clarence Eiver, is its removal at all 
necessary ? I think not.
371. Therefore, that work, although included in the recommendations of the Public Works Committee, may 
be regarded as likely to be unnecessary ? It is not likely to be required.
372. The navigation at present is suflicient for all purposes? Yes. With regard to the Spencer Creek 
channel, I may state that the construction of the wall has caused it to scour out to a depth of 24 feet.
There is abundance of water above the cut in the Spencer Creek channel for all purposes.
373. Chairman.'] What depth is there off the bar? Between the ends of the proposed breakwaters there 
are 16 feet at low-water. There are 52 feet 100 feet further on.
374. Do you think the scour will hold up to remove that 16 feet? I think so. If you take into considera
tion the magnitude of the Macleay flood, I think you will agree that it will shift it right out. We have had
a report from the district engineer recently, in which he mentions an abnormal tide which occurred on the - 
24th January last. The tide on that occasion rose near the point of Shark Island 6 feet 9 inches. That 
was an unheard-of thing before we increased the water-way. In Captain Howard’s time the range con
siderably higher up was 2 feet 6 inches. We sent the “Jupiter” up to dredge inwards some time ago, and 
she must have had her pipe 18 or 20 feet down. That shows that the borings are practically continuous 
over the whole scheme.

TRUES DAT, 17 FEBRUARY, 1898.
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The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Biver.

John See, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined:—•
375. Chairman.] Are you a director of the North Coast Steam Navigation Company ? Yes.
376. Mr. Wright.] Are you familiar with the district of the Macleay Biver? Yes; I have been there 
several times. I am not personally familiar with the bar—in fact, I have never seen it; but I know a 
good deal about it. The directors have a report laid before them every week, or as often as a steamer 17 Feb., 1898. 
comes in, so that we are conversant with the nature of the bar.
377. Have you heard anything lately as to the new entrance ? I know there is a great diversity of opinion 
amongst practical men and experts as to the merits of the two schemes; but as far as the captains of the 
North Coast are concerned the preponderance of opinion is in favour of the old entrance as against the 
new. It is 6 miles along the coast from Grassy Head, and I think 8 miles along the river. If the new 
entrance were adopted and the old one were discarded there would still be a certain amount of work to 
be done below the new entrance.
378. Would it not seem to be more suitable to have an entrance at Spencer Creek, immediately under
the protection of Trial Bay, than at Grassy Head ? I thoroughly believe some considerable improve
ment ought to be effected at the entrance to the Macleay, but whether the new or the old entrance is the 
better I am not in a position to say from personal knowledge. The information I have received, however, 
points to the fact that the old entrance is the preferable, because you have one side of it already made. -
Until the flood of 1893, the old entrance was the only entrance ; but in addition to the old entrance, and
the one now proposed, there are two other outlets. In order to have a good entrance I think there should 
only be one. It will become a question for the Government to consider whether, if they adopt the new 
entrance, they will not close up the old one. Then the important question comes in as to whether the new 
entrance will be available at all times if the old one is closed. As far as I can ascertain it is nearly all 
sand. The question arises whether, after making the new entrance, another flood may not seriously affect 
it, because it is all shifting sand. There is simply an ocean of sand from Trial Bay right down to Grassy 
Head. I have been told by some of the captains in the employ of the company that as they extend the 
breakwater at Trial Bay so the sand inside banks up and follows it.
379. So that in process of time Trial Bay will, to a large extent, be silted up ? To some extent, because 
this sand is always shifting. One night may alter the whole formation of one of these channels. Whether 
that will or will not be the case with the new channel I do not know. Unless you have a solid bottom to 
place your ballast upon there will always be a danger of the new channel breaking up.
380. The present scheme has suggested itself to the department from the fact of the river breaking through.
The engineering staff say they can maintain a deeper channel there than at Grassy Head ? Of course the '
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channel is not a good one at the present time. Last year was one of the worst in the experience of captains 
going to the rivers.

17 Feb 1898 ®le channel is what they use now ? Sometimes one and sometimes the other. As long as two 
e ■’ 'or three channels are open you will not have a good one at any place. ■

' 882. Do you say that whenever the captains can use Grassy Head channel they do so? Tes ; they simply
take the one which is the most suitable for the time being.
883. Are your captains unanimously of opinion that the Grassy Head channel should be preserved as the 
entrance? Captain Taplin, who has charge of the “ Burrawong,” is of opinion that the old entrance is the 
better one. He is a man of large experience in navigation. On the other hand there are experienced men 
who think that the new channel will be the better one.
384. Amongst the ship captains? No; amongst those who are resident on the river. Captain Taplin 
is the only captain I have had any conversation with in reference to the proposed wmrk, and his unqualified

• opinion is that the old entrance is the safest and the best. Captain Taplin is afraid that there may be 
a strong possibility of the newr works being affected by a flood. An enormous outrush of water alongside 
of sand might possibly destroy the new entrance.
385. Have you suflicient knowledge of the Macleay, or other rivers of a similar character, to enable you 
to form an opinion as to the debris which comes down in heavy flood ? Not only does debris come down, 
but quantities of earth from the banks. The flood of 1893 filled up a great many of the shallow parts of 
the river. Prior to that time the “ Burrawong ” and other steamers went to ICempsey. It is only very lately 
that they have been able to continue to do so.
386. What do you think of an alternative scheme of turning Trial Bay into a port, and making a railway 
or tramway from there to Kempsey ? That would not serve the people on the river, because the produce 
is chiefly shipped on the river banks. If you had to convey your stuff from the river bank to the railway, 
it would be more inconvenient and costly to the farmers generally than under the present system.
387. I understand that all that work is now done by the droghers, who bring the goods to Stewart’s 
Point ? Yes.
388. Would there be any possibility of their doing that work, and bringing that produce to steamers at
Trial Bay ? I think the water carriage is much cheaper. The question to be decided is, of course, which 
is the best scheme to adopt. _ _
388. If a railway is constructed from Trial Bay to some point on the river, the ocean traffic will, to some 
extent, be reduced ? That means that you would have to bring the stuff over the bar in droghers. That 
had to be done last year. The North Coast Company have four droghers, and last year they took, 
roughly speaking, 50,000 bags of maize over the bar. The bar was so bad that an ocean boat could not 
get over.
390. The construction of a railway from Trial Bay to Jerseyville would obviate the necessity of droghers 
coming outside at all ? But the more you handle stuff the more costly it is.
391. Do you think it would add so much to the expense as to render it, if constructed, open to competition 
by steamers ? I do.
392. Can you give any opinion as to the Macleay country ? I should think the Macleay is equal to any 
other river on the coast, so far as its area is concerned. There is a population of 7,000 or 8,000 people, 
and it is an enormous producing district.
393. What effect would the construction of the new channel have on the people living north and west of

. Stewart’s Point ? ' They would still have to droghe the maize. Whatever produce is grown above the
new channel wall have to be taken up to it. _
394. I understand your contention is that if the new entrance is made and the old entrance is left open, 
the volume of water at both entrances will be reduced, and the navigation thus rendered more imperfect ? 
Yes ; you must get the scour. If the works which are put in at the new entrance will be of a permanent

. . and substantial character, probably that will be the best entrance; but as it is all shifting sand—it is hard to
say how deep—to my mind it is a serious question whether the floods or the action of the water may not 

■ interfere with it. I understand that one of principal recommendations of the neiv entrance is that Trial
■ ' Bay protects it to a large extent from the influence of the ocean. As against that you have Grassy Head

on the north.
395. That offers no protection from a southerly wind ? I know it does not, and this would not offer 
very much protection, I suppose, from a southerly wind.
396. But in a southerly wind the new entrance will be much more easily approached than the old one ? 
To a large extent Trial Bay protects even the old entrance from a southerly wind.
397. Mr. Hassall.'] In the event of any harbour works being carried out to make an entrance at North 
Head, would it not be necessary to close up the other channel, in order to keep a sufficient scour in the 
north channel, so that it may always be available for ships going in and out ? I think so. If you adopt 
the old entrance you will have to close up the new one, and if you adopt the new entrance you will have 
to close up the old one.
398. The whole of the shore between Trial Bay and Grassy Head is practically shifting sand ? Yes ; I

• may say that the training wall on the Clarence keeps the sand always on the move, and they have a
channel inside the bar in some places 20 feet deep. As they concentrate the scour on the bar, no doubt 
the action of the water in and out will clear it to a large extent.
399. Do you not think that it would follow that, by having a more direct channel from the main body of 
the river into the ocean, it would stand a better chance of being properly scoured out ? Speaking as a 
layman, I should certainly go for the Grassy Head channel. There is nature’s headland on the one side, 
and to some extent a rocky formation on the other.
400. You have a shifting sand on the other ? Yes ; but you can get rid of that by a scour.
401. Then, even after vou have expended your money there, another flood similar to that of 1893, even if
you closed up the channel nearer to Trial Bay, might cut a fresh channel ? But I do not think that 
would be permanent. It would only be temporary. '
402. Will the work at Spencer Creek have the effect of reducing the depth of the old channel? That 
is the natural inference to draw. The principal question is as to whether the now entrance can be made 
permanent. If you can be sure that that can be done I have no doubt there is a great deal to recom
mend it.
403. Mr. Feaan.] And you do not think it can be made permanent ? I have strong doubts about it.

' 404.
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404. Mr. O Qonnor^\ Which do you think would be the best entrance—the old or the proposed
entrance ? I should certainly go for the old one. It means the expenditure of a large amount of money 
in either case. In view of the risk there is with the new channel I should prefer to spend the money on,_ „ , the old one. J 17 Feb., 1898;
405. Mr. Soberts.~\ TV ill you explain any difference in character of the entrance to the Clarence Eiver ■ 
and the entrance to the Macleay ;—have the same difficulties to be grappled with at each place ? INo ; the 
Clarence was always a better entrance than the Macleay. It is a south headland, and on all rivers that have
a south main headland the navigation is better and the bars are more easily negotiated than where they 
have a north headland and a sandy beach on the south. The Clarence Eiver differs from the Macleay in 
that respect. It is a wider river too. They had great difficulties to contend with there before under
taking these works; but still it was not as bad. The Eichmond also has a north headland, and so have 
the Tweed and the Manning.
406. Have the works which have lately been carried out on the Clarence proved satisfactory and effectual ?
In every respect.
407. What is the difference in the water on the bar now compared with the time to which you have 
referred? A wonderful difference. The bar is not so much improved as what they call the crossing.
There is no crossing on the Clarence now', and there used to be 8 or 9 feet sometimes.
408. What have you now ? Some 20 feet. They put a training-wall from Iluka to Ereeman Island. Now 
they are making a training-wall on the north side, and the scour will force the sand almost to bed-rock.
409. Even at low water the bar, I suppose, is navigable ? Tes ; of course the river in parts is shallow,
but the bar itself and the entrance have, I think, realised the fullest expectations of the promoters of the 
work. "
410. Were those works carried out by the Department? Tes, under Sir John Coode’s plan.
411. Mr. IlosTcins.\ I understand you to say that as Trial Bay is being extended a bank of sand is shelving ■
up against it ? No; there is a bay inside at the back of the breakwater, and I am told that as the break
water is extended the sand shoals up in the bay. In other words, there is less bay now than there was
when they began the breakwater. * .
412. Will that interfere with the usefulness of Trial Bay as a harbour of refuge ?. Undoubtedly.
413. The works, then, are a disadvantage ? I do not think they are much good. They are not often used.
414. Do you think the serpentine course of the proposed new channel will cause it to choke up when
silt comes down ? Tes. . r
415. As the channel is a comparatively narrow'- one, and there is a bend in it, is not silt liable to collect ?
I should think so. I think there is a very serious danger.
416. Have you had any experience of an entrance to a large river being made so narrow and circuitous 
as this ? No. Of course, the greatest security this scheme has, so far as the outer works are concerned, 
is the protection afforded through the proximity to Trial Bay. If they were exposed to the ordinary bed 
of the ocean they would disappear, perhaps, in a night.
417. If the work at Trial Bay causes sand to silt up will it not cause the flow of water at the entrance of
the new channel to diminish ? Undoubtedly. The deeper and the wider the channel you have, within 
reason, the greater the scour you will get. If you can get a channel 12 feet deep and 200 feet wide it is 
better than a channel 6 feet deep and 400 feet wide. ■
418. If the effect of extending the Trial Bay breakwater is to cause a collection of sand against it will not
floods and the erection of training-walls, which must extend into the water for some distance, also cause 
the sand to accumulate ? Undoubtedly. If much sand comes out of the new channel it will help to fill 
up the bay. Of course I do not give my evidence as an expert. '
419. Mr. Humphery.'] What length of breakwater has been constructed at Trial Bay ? Some hundreds 
of feet.
420. Do you think sufficient breakwater has been constructed to seriously affect the depth of the water ?
I can only repeat what I have been told by captains, that, as the breakwater has extended, the water has 
shallowed in the bay. .
421. I want your opinion ? I think it is possible.
422. Have you seen the soundings before the breakwater was commenced ? No.
423. Therefore, although you have been told the bar has been seriously affected, personally you have no 
knowledge on the subject? No.
424. We have been told by Mr. Carleton and Mr. Darley that the new channel will give a depth at the
bar of 14 feet, without the necessity of constructing the breakwaters at all; and that, in their opinion, 
their construction would be quite unnecessary ;—-would 14 feet of water on the bar be ample for the work 
of the Macleay Eiver ? It would meet all the requirements of the Macleay at the present; but I suppose 
the Macleay will develop. There is an enormous area of country at the back of it, which at present is 
untouched. r
42o. What is the present depth of water ? A. vessel drawing 8 feet has difficulty m getting over.
426. Have you any doubt that 14 feet on the bar will be ample for the service of your company, at any 
rate? Fourteen feet on the bar would be ample for the present requirements of the Macleay.
427. Are you likely to send to the Macleay vessels of greater draught than vessels of 12 or 14 feet ? No.
428. Are your vessels, at present, capable of moving all the produce of the district ? Tes.
429. Have they done it in the past ? Tes.
430. Have you any doubt of their ability to do it in the future ? No. Of course the difficulty we have '
had on the IMacleay has been the shallow bar and the shoaling of the river. They could not let even the
“ Burrawong” inside. Therefore she took a comparatively small portion of her cargo on board, and the 
balance was brought over in shallow droghers.
431. And that is an inconvenient and unsatisfactory way of dealing with the produce of the district?
It is.
432. If you can get your steamers inside the bar the work of the river can be better done by droghers 
than if the ocean-boats go up as far as Kempsey ? No. There is an enormous quantity of produce grown . 
above Kempsey, and if you droghe the whole cargo to the heads, it means a great deal of work being done.
433. Tou prefer the ocean steamers to go to Kempsey ? Unquestionably.
434. They have done so in the past ? Tes, up to 1893.
•435. And then the conditions of the river so changed that they could not go beyond Stewart’s Point? -
They used to go just inside the heads. 5 430^
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J-. See, Esq., 436. "We have been told that £70,000 will he saved by constructing the proposed channel, instead of 
. carrying out the scheme at North Head ;—do you think, in view of that fact, and of the assertion of 

isos officers of the Department that there will be no difficulty in keeping the channel open, that it would 
e ' be wise to incur the expenditure which you think would be necessary at the North Head ? No ; if you 

can get as good a result by spending £70,000 less it will be foolish to incur the larger expenditure.
437. Did you take that into consideration when you expressed your opinion ? Tes I repeat that I do
not think it is possible to estimate the permanency of the new work as compared with the old. To my 
mind there would be no risk in the old work. _
438. What occasions your doubt with regard to Spencer Creek ? Because it is sand. _
439. We are told by Sir John Coode, that, if the necessity arises, we can connect Clybucca Creek with 
Spencer’s Creek by a cutting just across the upstream end of Shark Island. Assuming that that became 
necessary, and it were carried out, do you think the objection which has occurred to you would continue ? 
No ; if the works can be made permanent. If I could be quite sure that no floods, or the action of the 
ocean would affect the training walls I would be satisfied that the new entrance, given the depth of water, 
would be the better one.
440. Would there not be an equal uncertainty with regard to the North Head entrance? Tou would be 
surprised, after completing the new works, if a flood forced its way down the river, and made an entrance 
at the No. 2 Scheme as shown on the map.

. 441. Would that prejudicially affect the proposed channel ? Tes; the more entrances you have the less
depth of water you have. ...
442. If the waters are confined within the training banks how can a fresh opening prejudicially affect the
channel ? Some considerable portion of the water which would go through the one channel would go 
through the second channel, and thereby diminish the scour. _
443. But as the second channel is below the proposed channel the water will have to find its way out 
somehow ? Then you have the ocean with its tide which will find its way in wherever there is a depth of 
water. If you had ten entrances.at the Macleay, the tide would find its way in and out; but if you

. concentrate the tidal waters in the river, you will naturally establish a bigger scour and maintain a 
depth of water to a greater extent than you would do if you had two or three entrances.
444. Tour opinion being that it would be better to carry out the North Head scheme of Sir John Coode, 
are you of opinion that it would be better to close the new channel ? I should say “ Tes”, if the North 
Head scheme were carried out. Tou will not get the same depth of water at the old entrance if you keep 
open the new one, as you would if you closed it. The difficulty we have had during the last few years 
has been due to there having been two entrances, and neither bars have been good. As there used to be a 
considerable amount of water on the old bar, the inference is that the opening of the new one has seriously 
affected it.
445. Tou know what has been done up to the present time in connection with the proposed channel, and 
that a temporary barrier has been placed across so as to throw more water into the channel recently 
opened ? I know every effort has been made to make the new channel a success.
446. Has it been a success ? No. _
447. In what respect is it a failure ? There is not sufficient depth of water there at the present time.
448. Has the bar been improved ? It is not so much the bar as the channel itself.
449. Tou contend that since the Government expended money upon Spencer Creek there has been no 
improvement ? I firmly believe that if the same amount of money had been spent on the old channel, 
and no attention had been paid to the new one, you would have had a better result.
450. Tour contention is that if the expenditure up to the present time has failed to improve the new
channel, it would be better not to continue the expenditure, but to proceed with the original scheme at 
North Head ? I favour that. _
451. Owing to failures in the past, you are doubtful as to the success of any efforts towards making a 
permanent channel at Spencer Creek ? The fear I have is that there is as enormous risk in making the 
new channel.
452. Are you familiar with the commerce of the Macleay district? Tes.
453. Can you give any information with regard to the tonnage and value of the produce carried by your 
company’s boats ? I have not the particulars with me. I can tell you the rates the company charge. 
We bring a bag of maize down, including the droghage, from any part of the river to Sydney, and putting it 
on a free wharf, for HHd a bag. That is considerably under 10s. a ton. All other freights are in proportion.
454. Would it be possible for a railway to compete against that ? No. I should think there are 600,000 
bushels of maize grown in the district every year.
455. How many times a week do your company’s boats go to the Macleay? We have one regular boat 
which could make two trips a week when the bar is good. We reckon to give a weekly service.
456. Do sailing vessels go there in any number ? No. '
457. Do you practically carry the whole of the produce of the district ? Tes.
458. Do you carry many passengers ? A fair number.
459. What are the passenger rates? £1 10s. single and £2 5s. return in the saloon, and 15s. single in 
the second cabin.
460. What is the rate for cattle? About 15s. a head. Pigs vary from Is. to 3s., according to size. We
get Is. 6d. a box for butter. Timber is carried very cheaply. We do not carry much of it. I may state 
that the butter industry promises to increase considerably. They have all the advantages of abundance 
of grass and water in the district. The people are turning their attention to the industry, and are 
establishing factories. On most of our steamers we have cool chambers. To sum up, I should think the 
Macleay is one of the richest districts of the Colony. It is of the same richness as the Manning, the 
Hunter, the Clarence, or the Eichmond. Of course it is smaller than the Clarence, but is larger than the 
Manning. It is one of the most fertile districts I have seen anywhere. There is splendid alluvial land 
there. There are large flats subject to floods, and they suffer a good deal from floods. _

• 461. Are you of opinion that it is quite justifiable to incur an expenditure of nearly £200,000 in opening
up a new channel, or in making the North Head channel permanent ? Tes ; any expenditure would be 
reasonable on a river like the Macleay. •
462. Mr. Trickett^ It has. been suggested that, owing to the difficulties of the channel scheme—whether 
at North Head or at Spencer Creek—a railway should be constructed from the junction of Spencer

Creek

20 PARLIAMEXTAR'Y STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.
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Creek and the Macleay to a point at Trial Bay ? It would increase the expense of handling the stuff 
considerably. Bor instance, if you had 100,000 sacks, or 10,000 tons of maize, and you had to handle it M • 
two or three extra times, you could not do it under at least 6d. per ton. If we have 2,000 bags of maize 
on a ship the chances are that we have fifty different lots or more. Each lot must be kept separate. ’’ ‘
They have different brands, and have to be sold for the different farmers separately. Tou would have the 
same sort of thing in connection with a railway. •
463. Therefore you think it would be far better to try and improve the channel ? There is no doubt 
about it.
464. Mr. ClarJce.~\ It has been stated that the new channel was opened by the 1893 flood—has it kept 
fairly open since ? It has been of an intermittent character. Sometimes the companies steamers have 
used it and sometimes they have not.
465. Do you think that if another large flood came, the new channel would close up and some other be 
opened ? That is very likely.
466. Tou contend that, under all the circumstances, it would be better not to proceed further with the new 
channel, but to work at the North Head channel ? That is my feeling.
467. If the new entrance were opened, would not the high land about Trial Bay be a certain shelter to it ?
It would be for the outside work.
468. But you think the scour coming from that channel would shoal the water at Trial Bay ? Tes. They 
have something like this in Gippsland. They have piles there which form each side of the channel. The 
modern idea of working these rivers is to concentrate the scour by making training walls.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HARBOUR WORKS AT MACLEAY RIVER. 21

Magnus Thompson, J.P., sworn, and examined :—
409. Mr. Hassall.'] Tou are acquainted with the Macleay Biver ? Tes, I have been acquainted with it M. Thompson, 
since 1858. JT.
470. Have you had charge of boats taking away produce ? Tes. /■ ------ -
471. What is your opinion of the proposed scheme? In 1864 I was trading to the Macleay. I brought 1898‘
my vessel to anchor on one occasion inside a fine high sand-bank, when down came a flood with easterly gale,
and next morning I found myself lying inside of a channel leading straight out to sea. The fresh had 
swept the sand-bank out. That was a mile from Grassy Head, and it was the only opening from there 
to the South West Bocks. That same flood cut a channel out bv South West Bocks where there were 
12 or 14 feet of water. That is about three-quarters of a mile from the present new entrance.
That channel remained open for a considerable time, but not for navigation.
472. How long after that channel was cut in 1864, was it before it silted up or became insufficient to take 
in the navigation of the river ? The channel remained good for several years, but the old Grassy Head 
channel got closed completely, and a sand-bank formed across it, reaching nearly to the top of the inside 
part of Grassy Head. Now all the sand blocking Grassy Head channel is cleared out, and the present 
channel close to rock, as it wras in 1858.
473. In your opinion it would be the better channel of the two to try to make permanent ? I should 
certainly connect Budder’s Hill, where they are taking the stone from now, with South West Bocks, thus 
making South West Bocks a breakwater on the southern side of the channel. I have never known a ' 
sand-bank to be outside South West Bocks. I have always known 4 or 5 fathoms of water to be there.
Where you are making the channel now, there is a scoop of sand outside for a distance of a mile. On 
account of the shifting nature of the sand, I have a poor opinion of Grassy Head entrance ; but there 
would be great improvement to this place if the sunken rock off an inner head, named Bazor Back, were 
removed, or connected with Bazor Back.
474. Then you would bring the channel in a line from Budder’s Hill to South West Bocks, keeping as 
close to the rocky formation as possible ? Tes; I think you could easily clear a channel along there 
without any great expense.
475. Having once got the channel clear, do you think the scour of the Macleay would keep it clear?
Tes. When I was down there I made it my business to see which way the flood-water came in. The
flood-water which came in at the new channel went to meet the old channel. More water came in at the 
new channel than at Grassy Head.
476. Does your experience bear me out in this conclusion : That the more direct the channel from the ocean 
into the river the more easily will it be kept open ? I should think so.
477. AVould it be a shorter route to Kempsey? Tes, about 12 miles.
478. Is the work which has been commenced having a beneficial effect on the channel? It has not done
any harm ; but I do not think it will do any good. - '
479. What is the river like as far as Kempsey ? When I was trading xve could beat a vessel up and down, 
except at one particular flat, drawing 7 feet of water. There has been a dredge working there for thirty 
years, and she has not made much improvement. When Captain Borison had charge of the dredge there I 
asked him why he was cutting the river 10 or 12 feet deep, when there were only 8 feet on the bar, and 
his answer was that he received instructions from headquarters.
480. Is there plenty of stone at Budder’s Hill ? I think so. With reference to the Trial Bay breakwater,
I may mention that a wharf wTas built by the Government inside the bay some years ago. When I was 
there three years ago I could drive outside that wharf. Last August, when I was there, the sand had 
scooped away, and the piles were in water. They ought never to bring the breakwater into 12 or 14 
fathoms of water. I think they are carrying it too far out. I am of opinion that it would have been better 
if it were run out for South West Bocks in 6 to 7 fathoms, and the force of the easterly sea would slide 
along it.
481. Is there a good deal of traffic at the Macleay? Tes. -
482. How many boats a week ? One boat regularly every five days ; and during seven to eight months 
many of the N.C. Co.’s steamers call. Last year, the ocean steamers nearly all loaded in Trial Bay, the 
maize and other produce being brought out by the new entrance.
483. Do you think the Government are justified in spending a considerable amount of money in making a 
permanent entrance to the river ? Tes.
484. Mr. Lee.] Tou propose that the channel should be somewhere at the intersection of Shark Island
and the river, then trending down until it comes to the South West Creek above the quarry, and follow 
that creek down to the South West Bocks entrance ? Tes. 485.
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j0™PS0n> 485. The formation of the channel then would he almost a complete S ? Yes. But had South West
_^ Creek been cut in a line from river to quarry, thence to South West Bocks, it w-ould be a fairly straight run.

17 Feb. 1898 Chdii'man.'] Is it much smoother at South West Bocks than at the proposed entrance ?' Yes.
' '487. Is there deeper water right into the beach there ? Yes; I never knew it to be shallow or a sandbank

to form outside South West Bocks.*
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The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Biver.

James Bolton, sworn, and examined:—
J. Bolton. 4,83, Cliairman.~\ What are you ? I am a shipwright. ■

489. Where do you reside ? In Sydney at the present time.
18 Feb., 1898. j?egan^ UaVe you had any experience of the Macleay Biver ;—have you ever lived there ? I

went to the Macleay Biver in the month of February, 1850, and I have lived there on and off ever since. 
49L. So that you have a fair knowledge of what is necessary to make the Macleay Harbour or breakwater 
of service to the navigation or shipping there ? I have an opinion about it.
492. Have you seen the plan before the Committee at present ? No ; but I know the place perfectly 
well.
493. Would you kindly make a statement as to what you think would be the best method of affording the
people of the Macleay facilities for navigation ? The works under construction at present in my opinion 
will never stand, for the simple reason that I have seen the floods boiling out there 4 or 5 feet high, 
though somewhat closer to the South West Bocks than where it is broken out now; but some months after
wards I have seen it blocked up again. .
494. How long since did you see it like that ? Perhaps, twenty years ago.
495. But I think it was in 1893 that the flood swept that clear again ? Yes, in 1893 or 1894. I was on 
the beach at the time, and I saw the water running out, but closer to the South West Bocks than where 
the little creek is. It has now broken through at the South West Creek, but formerly it used to break 
out closer to the rocks, and there is always a little draining of water close to the South West Bocks and

. across the beach. As regards the work that is now going on, I think that a big flood would undermine 
the soft sand and flatten the whole lot—sweep it right away.
496. But will it not be a better inlet than the old place ? No, I do not think so, where it is. If it
were alongside the South West Bocks I think it would have been a better place, but it is nearly a mile 
from the South West Bocks. '
497. And you think that, being so far, it is left to a great extent unprotected there ? I do not think it 
ever could be protected there.
498. You think that in the first serious storm that came, the retaining wall would give way? Yes ; I have 
not the slightest doubt about that; it must give way.
499. Would you give us an idea of what you think would benefit the river more than the proposed works ?
If it were possible to change the position of the works, and to place them alongside the South West Bocks, 
I would not be against that, but otherwise I would advocate doing something at the old place on the south 
spit at the Grassy or North Head. I think it would be a great deal less expensive to do something at the 
old bar than at the new one. .
500. Your chief wmrk is the making and repairing of vessels ? Yes.
501. You would not for a moment pit your opinion against that of a man wrho, as an engineer, thoroughly 
understands the work ? I ivould not like to condemn anybody’s opinion. I am simply advancing my own 
opinion.
502. Do you think that the engineer wdio proposes this scheme is not conversant with the floods that so 
often occur at that place, or he would not propose the present works ? I do not think he would at the 
present place. I do not say that he would not advocate carrying them out at the South West Bocks.
503. Were you here yesterday ? Yes. 504.

* Note (on revision) :—It is nearly 6 miles from Grassy Head to the new entrance. The tongue of sand from South 
West Rocks, separating the sea from the river, has been gradually washing away on the sea side ; and, since Sir John 
Coode visited the place, the proposed new entrance washed out -with the flood of 1893 in one night. I went out a few days 
after, in the “ Belmore” steamer (Captain Ferguson). There wrere 7 feet of water straight out, and smooth with a flat sand
bank for a considerable distance outside the entrance. On this occasion, the “Belmore” crossed in by Grassy Head 
channel, and there was much more sea there. There is another gap in the tongue of sand, washed out just opposite Man
grove Point, with an open entrance to the sea of J mile. This is near Sir John Coode’s No. 2 Plan of the channel, but 
neither this nor the proposed channel was open when Sir John Coode visited the Macleay. Now, as regards the South
West Rocks channel, every river on the coast of New South Wales, north of Sydney, that has a southern head to its 
entrance has its best entrance at that side ; and my idea is that South West Rocks would make a splendid south side ; and 
by having it connected with Rudder’s you would have a good southern side, not exposed to the sea or likely to be washed 
away. Of course, the work that has been done in the new entrance would interfere with this plan, as the creek is blocked 
up with stone. The stone they were getting out was a quantity of rotten shale ; and, should there come a big flood, I am 
very much afraid it might level the whole of the works down at the new entrance. The floods on the Macleay indulge in 
some queer freaks. I have seen the river running nearly full down to the old entrance. At this time there was no water 
in Clybucca Creek, and the water from the river ran up the creek and-partly filled the Seven Oaks Swamp. To do this it 
had to run up nearly 20 miles. I should leave all the openings on the beach for the escape of flood-waters, for the floods 
here are of considerable magnitude—reaching nearly from Yarrahapinni to Port Macquarie—some 30 odd miles, by about 
an average 10 miles from the sea-coast inland—and the average depth of water for this distance over the sand would exceed 
5 feet.
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504. You heard Captain Thompson give his evidence? I did. J. Bolton.
505. Do you agree with his evidence ? Yes. /—-------
506. Have you anything to add to it? Nothing, unless you went down to the old place, to Double Corner— Beb., 1898 
that is what I would rather advocate—at the North or Grassy Head.
507. If these proposed works are carried out, will they interfere in any way with the trade of the people 
at Stewart’s Point ? Yes.
508. In what way ? In a measure it cuts them off.
509. They are cut off by tides now, are they not ? Since they have been working the new channel they 
have been cut off; that is, the traffic has not been so good.
510. Previously to 1893 were they not cut off from time to time ? They always worked the old channel 
m those years.
511. Is it not a fact that vessels could not get up there at one time ? Yes, vessels could not get up the •
river for many years. There is a crossing inside now at the old bar ; that is the only stoppage. It is not
the old bar that stops them. There is as much water on the old bar as on the new, perhaps more.
512. What depth ? Eight feet 6 inches or 9 feet. The crossing inside does not carry more than 7 feet or 
8 feet 6 inches, at most. There is a bank—a clean sand-bank—about 2 chains long, which they term the 
crossing.
513. But the'trade of Stewart’s Point and that part of the district is not considerable ? No; but the 
Nambucca people are beginning to trade there now, and therefore some trade will come from the Nambucca.
514. So that with what you have added you entirely agree with Captain Thompson’s evidence? Yes.
515. You think that the evidence he gave us was in every sense from a practical point of view, and after 
many years experience, from his observation of the various floods that have taken place there? Yes; 
quite correct. .
516. And your evidence is similar ? His views are exactly similar to my own.
517. If you can explain to the Committee any other scheme that would serve the people better than that 
proposed you can do so ? Supposing that they were to construct a railway line on each side of the river, 
and do away with all the dredges and wharves, and let the vessels take their chance, the same as in former 
years. In former years I have been up and down the river dozens of times with vessels, and we had to get 
up and down as best we could, and we always managed to do it, at any rate at spring-tides.
518. Have you any idea how far a railway would have to be constructed if your proposal were carried 
out? Prom the Double Corner to Kempsey, which is about 30 miles.
519. And you would want a line on each side of the river ? Yes.
520. That would be 60 miles of railway ? Yes.
521. That would cost an enormous sum ? That is a question I cannot answer.
522. The cheapest at the present time is £2,000 or £2,500 a mile ? . Yes ; but that is all for new material.
Why do not the Government use some of the old material, such as rails, instead of letting it lie about 
rotting. Then the railway would not cost half the amount of money it otherwise would. Eurthermore, 
a railway would be reproductive, whereas the river droghing brings in nothing to the Government.
523. You say that instead of widening the North Head or the old opening, or going on with the new
works, in your opinion, the Government ought to construct a railway on each side of the river—-from 
Kempsey to where ? To Trial Bay. ■ '
524. What is the distance ? 30 miles.
525. 3fr. Roberts.] Has it struck you that the frequent handling of the produce to get it on to the 
railway would in a marked degree increase the cost to the farmer of getting his produce to market ? No.
526. Do you think that if a railway were constructed there the steamers and droghers would cease to ply
to and on the Macleay Kiver ? Yes. • .
527. Do you not think they would be able to successfully compete with a railway down to Trial Bay ?
If a railway were constructed, the farmers could take their produce to the ietty, and then all their trouble 
would be over.
528. Is the navigation of the river impeded very frequently? Generally after every flood.
529. How often would that be ? As a rule we get a flood every year. Sometimes we go two or even 
three years without having a bad flood, but I think that, as a rule, we can reckon on having a flood every 
year—two or three in a year sometimes.
530. Are the ocean steamers unable to get out of the river then ? Yes. -
531. What is the longest period you have known a steamer to be detained inside the bar ? About a 
week.
532. How often would that occur ? Once in twelve months, or in, perhaps, two or three years, just
according to the floods. '
533. Do you regard that as sufficient to warrant an increase in the cost of getting the produce to market 
by rail-it must surely be more expensive than the carriage is now ? I do not think so.
534. Do you know what it costs now ;—have you given any consideration to the question ? Yes ; it costs
9d., 10d., and, when the price is up, it costs Is, a bag; it varies according to the market. With a good 
price for maize they charge more, and, if the price goes down, they charge less. I have never known it 
under 9d., and Is. is the general run. .
535. Do not the droghers go to the different farms and collect the produce ? Yes ; up the creeks only, 
and take it to the steamboat.
536. Without extra charge ? For every bag taken by the droghers 3d. more is charged; but when the 
produce is picked up by the steamer in the river no such charge is made.
537. Do you think that they will be able to cart it from the farms, and put it on the railway, and take it 
off at Trial Bay, and then take it by steamer to Sydney, and still be able to put it on the market at as low 
a rate as at present ? Yes ; there will be no more handling than at present. They carry it from the 
farms to the wharf, and then to the droghers, and then to the steamers, and then from the steamers on 
to the wharf at Sydney. If taken by rail to Trial Bay there will be only two handlings.
538. There will be the railway carriage to pay ? Yes: but the Government would reap the benefit of that. .
539. You think it would not be any more expensive than the present system ? I do not think it would 
be. There would not only be the produce going down, but all the merchandise and passenger traffic 
coming back.
540. Mr. Moslems.] I think you said that you had lived in the Mr.cleay District for some years? Yes.
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\
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J. Bolton. 541. Therefore, I suppose, you have been in the district when the river has been in flood . Yes. _
/——s 542. I suppose that a large body of water flows out of the Macleay and discharges into the ocean during 

18Feb., 1898. £00(jp Yes, an immense quantity. , . , n/r i -d- j: ^
543. Which do you think would be the most easy of access during a flood in the Macleay Kiver tor vessels 
which seek to go up the Macleay River, the old entrance at the north rocks or the new cutting, there 
would be no difference. . tt j
514. Which would be the safest and easiest to enter ? I think the Grassy Head one. ■ . _
545. Will you tell me why you think so ? Because it is mostly a deeper channel, and it is generally open 
to the sea, and there is no breakage of water except at the corner, whereas around the breakwater you get 
into the broken water of Trial Bay, and that continues right round the beach, and so, entering the new 
channel, you have to go through this broken water. _ ,

" 546. Would not that cause great difficulties, and probably danger, in vessels attempting to. enter that
channel when there was a heavy rush of water from the river ? They could not possibly go m with any 
flood rushing out. They could not at either place. +-c -u.
547. Neither at the old entrance, nor at the proposed new entrance ? No, they could not it there was
any flood coming out. . . ,
548. How long, generally, have vessels to lie outside when there is a flood, and the water is much dis
coloured, before they can make an entrance to get up the Macleay River ? About a week. It is anout 
that time before the water clears sufficiently for them to see where the channel is.
549. In. which channel would the water become clearer the sooner, and therefore the channel more 
accessible after flood, at the old entrance or this new one ? One would be clear as soon as the other.
550. With the average swell that there is in the Pacific Ocean, do you think that the new entrance would 
be more safe and easy of access at all times except during floods ? Not more so thau the other.
551. Do you think it would be as easy of access ? Just about the same as the other. It would depend on 
which wav the wind was blowing. They could come into either of them with the same breeze, or with the
same rough sea, or calm water as the case might be. .
552. Have you ever taken up or brought down the Macleay River any vessels yourself, les, very often. 
553'. Do you really think that that long, comparatively speaking narrow channel—circuitous channel— 
would be as likely to be as open for navigation, as a rule,—that the silt and sand there affords less 
material to be silted up than does the channel at the old place ? I should rather think that the new one 
would be silted up first.
554 Why ? Because it is all soft mullock and black sand, and low country. .
555. Do you think that the bend in the new channel would not very likely silt up very frequently m con
sequence of the silt and the sand that is carried dowrn by the stream ? The bend in the channel would 
have nothing to do with it. Water will run round bends, if they are not too sharp, as well as through
a channel. ' . • 1 r, tvt t j-t. • i -j. u556. Would it not be likely to leave a deposit of silt and sand on the inner sider No, 1 think it would
wash more away in the bights and leave it on the points. j 1 r i
557. Do you think that if access to the Macleay River were by means of that channel, a great deal of the 
land about there would be flooded during a flood ? All of it-would be flooded. The water wmuld rise over 
all that low country there. It does do it.
558. Is it occupied by farms ? Only on the banks of the creeks further up—not where the new channel is.
559. As an old resident, you have a preference for the old entrance rather than the new one ? Yes.
560. Do you happen to know what is the general opinion of the residents of the Macleay, or of persons
who are in the habit of taking vessels into the Macleay River, and bringing them out again, as to the 
merits of the twm entrances ? I have spoken to several captains of vessels, and they advocate the old 
channel. . ,
561. On what ground ? Because it is a better and deeper place than the new. The bar is too long at the 
new channel. When they think they are over the bar, it continues 8 feet, or 8 feet 6 inches, for -3- mile.
562. At the proposed new entrance, will there be a great length of bar for vessels to go over on entering
the river? Yes ; that is why I am against the bar. It would silt up in a day, and keep the entrance 
so shallow. ,
563. What length would they have to go over ? The last time I came out, Perguson, the captain ot the 
droghers, said there w'as | mile of bar.
564. Is it a sandy bottom ? Yes, all the way. . '
565. When the Macleay River is in flood, or when the ocean steamers cannot enter, and when the water
subsides a little, droghers bring the loading out, and get alongside the ocean steamer and unload into her ? 
Yes ; at all other times as well as flood times. It is very seldom that a steamer goes up the river, and 
picks up her own cargo ; it is generally droghered down to her. _ . .
566. It is a fact, then, that steamers now trading from the Macleay do not take their cargoes m the river 
if it is not favourable, but outside in the bay ? Not in the bay ; they tranship in the river. _
567. In the river, before they cross the bar ? Yes. At neap tides there is only 8 feet 6 inches on the 
bar. Of course, there is more water at spring tides.
568. J/r. Clarke.~\ You seem to approve of the old entrance at the South of Grassy Head ? Yes.
569. You have said that you think it is best for the general interests of the people of the district ? Yes ; 
and also for the Government, as regards expenditure.
570. You have also stated that you think that the South West Rocks would be the best place ? As the 
works are started there, I would not be against them being there, but I wmuld not advocate it. .
571. Is the water near the South West Rocks generally deep? It was always deep just outside the
break, but as you went up into the bay it got shallower, more particularly after you passed the South 
West Rocks where it is shoaling up fast. ' , .

* 572. In the event of your proposal being carried out, can you indicate on the map where you would join
the river from the South West Rocks? You would join the river at the same place—at Rudder s Hill, or 
somewdiere in the vicinity. But instead of going where the South West Creek is, you would keep 
nearer to the South West Rocks themselves.
573. You favour the position shown as No. 4 on the map ? Yes.
574. Are you aw'are whether it- is practicable to get there without cutting through some rocks ? Yes, I
think so. You have only to follow round the edge of the ridge. _
575. Is it all sand? No, there is a ridge that runs along from Rudder’s Hill. . 576.
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576. Are you aware whether there are any rocks in the way that would necessitate extensive cutting? I J- Bolton,
do not think there are any rocks in the way. Tou will not encounter any rocks until you get to the /TTa^"7A) 
South West rocks. 18 Feb., 1898.
577. Is there any more shelter at Trial Bay than there is at the old Grrassy Head or north entrance?
Tes, certainly. There is a great deal more shelter at Trial Bay than at Grassy Head.
578. In that case would it not be more practicable to have the present plan carried out in consequence of 
there being more shelter there ? Tes, provided that the bay did not shoal up and block the bar, and keep 
it shallow.
579. But does not the high land at Trial Bay make it better for vessels entering there, and going into this 
proposed entrance, than would be the case at .North Head? I do not think so. There is no high land.
Smoky Cape lies farther south clear. Tou have still the open ocean there, supposing you were running 
across to Double Corner, or turning the point of the bay to run to the new channel.
580. Ton think there is as much shelter then at the north entrance as at the proposed entrance? No, 
there is more shelter at Trial Bay. But the bay is shoaling up.
581. Can you say any reason why it is shoaling up ? Because of the sand travelling all along the beach 
from the north, from the headlands all along.
582. I think I understood you to say that droghers generally-bring down cargo both to the old channel
and to the new ? Tes. ‘
583. To which place is it more convenient for the droghers to bring the produce? The new channel, 
because they do not have to go nearly so far down the river—by some 7 or 8 miles, I supp'ose.
584. Would that be some consideration for using the new channel in preference to the old? Certainly it 
would ; but at the same time it cuts off the people at Stewart’s Point.
585. Tou mean a good many people at North Head and from the neighbourhood of Nambucca and that 
direction ? Tes.
586. _ Would those people he put to much inconvenience? Tes. The droghers would either have to 
continue running, to carry their produce, or they would have to have a fresh road to Shark Islaud near 
Jerseyville, where the steamer always lies.
587. On the whole, taking everything into consideration, do you approve of the old entrance in preference 
to the new proposal ? Tes, I do.
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Richard Taplin, master of the steamer “ Burrawong,” sworn, and examined :—■
588. Chairman^ Tou are captain of the “ Burrawong ” ? Tes. R. Taplin.
589. And in the employ of the North,Coast Company ? Tes.
590. Do you know the old entrance and the present one ? Tes. 18 Feb., 1898.
591. Will you tell the Committee your opinion in regard to the two schemes ? I am in favour of the old 
entrance.
592. The entrance as the Macleay originally went to sea ? Tes, Grassy Head.
593. Why ? Because I consider that that is the natural outlet for the river, and until such time as this 
break out of storm-water we always had plenty of water there.
594. Is the bad bar you have experienced recently because of the hreak-out at Spencer Creek ? Because 
of two break-outs. There are three entrances at present.
595. And the water going to the south has caused a bad bar near North Head ? Most decidedly.
596. Has the bar been worse since 1893, when the serious break-out occurred, than it was previously ?
Tes. It seems to take turns about—one will deepen and the other will shoal up.
597. Which entrance does the “ Burrawong ” use now ? The south entrance, where they are putting the 
new cutting.
598. What is your opinion of that entrance ? I think that if they can manage to keep training walls 
there it will make a very good entrance.
599. How much water is in it now ? Four feet at low water.
600. That means 8 ft. 6 in. at high water ? It depends on the rise of the tide. With a 4 ft. 6 in. tide 
yesterday I had 8 ft 6 in. coming out on the bar at the shallowest place.
601. As you leave the river there is plenty of water ? Tes.
602. What does the “ Burrawong” draw ? With a full load she will draw S ft. 10 in. aft and 7 ft. 6 in. 
forward.
603. Do you know where the walls have been placed on Spencer Creek channel on the northern side ?
Tes.
604. Is there good water from the river to that point ? Tes ; there is a little bit of shallow at the top
of Shark Island as you enter that channel. 1
605. But nothing serious ? Nothing serious.
606. There is good water right through until you pass the second place where they are putting a training 
hank ? Tes ; there is good water right down to the bar.
607. How far is the bar from the beach ? About 300 yards—that is, from the end of the training wall.
608. What, in your opinion, is going to be the result on Trial Bay from discharging the Macleay River as 
proposed by the Department;—would it have a tendency to silt the bay up ? I should rather think it 
would. In fact the bay has been silting up for a good while—ever since they have been taking out the 
outer breakwater at the gaol.
609. Do you think that has affected it ? I think so. It seems to prevent the sand from getting out.
610. Is there any current in Trial Bay ? Sometimes.
611. Where does it come from? From the north, and sets round the breakwater.
612. Would there be a set to the south from the new entrance? It generally sets the way the wind is.
With a southerly wind it sets to the north, and with a northerly wind it sets to the south.
613. Does the river carry a considerable amount of sand down ? In flood-time or at spring tides, the river 
carries a considerable amount of sand.
614.. Have-you any definite opinion as to -what is becoming of the sand that goes out through the new 
cutting on the river ? I think it must set on to the beach.
615. Would it go to form a bar ? Certainly it will. It will form a bar right enough until the current 
will carry it away again.

*22—D 616.
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R. Taplin. 616. There is no current to depend upon there ? •K’o, there is not. That is one reason for my liking the
' old bar best, for when you get over that you go into deep water, and there is a strong current which keeps .18 Feb., 1898. it cleal,

617. Is this your view of the case: That if the river is brought out at the old entrance the water will be 
concentrated far enough to carry whatever stuff is brought down the river into deep water? Tes.
618. If it goes out by the new cutting you are apprehensive that, landing as it will in the calm wrater of 
Trial Bay, it will stop there and form a bar—is that your view ? I am afraid it will.
619. Tou think it will be better to discharge into the open sea rather than into the bay, for that reason. 
Tes.
620. In entering the Macleay River in rough wTeatber, presuming that you have a 700-feet entrance at the 
North Head and a 700-feet entrance at Spencer Creek, which would you rather take ? Spencer Creek.
621. Why ? Because, in the first place there are no rocks there to contend with. It would all depend 
on the water.
622. We give you the same water and the same width ? Then I prefer Spencer Creek.
623. Therefore, if it be possible to keep open the entrance at Spencer Creek you think it will be better 
negotiated in rough weather than North Head ? Tes, very much.
624. And therefore if we can keep it open it furnishes a better entrance for trade purposes ? Tes, if we
can do it. ’
625. It is just a question of doing it? Tes.
626. Tou would rather have Sir John Coode’s scheme, because you believe it would be permanent ? Tes.
627. But if they can make a permanent entrance at Spencer Creek, and if you can be satisfied that it 
would not shoal up, the entrance being in the quiet water of the bay, you regard that as being a better 
entrance for commercial purposes, because of the shelter afforded by the bay ? Tes, I do.
628. That is, roughly speaking, your view ? Tes.
629. What is your opinion of the shelter in Trial Bay? It is a very good shelter for southerly winds, 
or for south-east winds. As a matter of fact, last Saturday night I was afraid to proceed, because I knew 
there would be no entrance there with such a gale blowing, and I had to go to Port Stephens. But anything 
from south-east to south-west there is splendid shelter there.
630. With regard to negotiating the bars in flood-time, will you explain your difficulties ? It is most 
difficult to take a bar at flood, for you generally meet big trees running out. It is in all the thick water, 
and you cannot see what you are doing, and if you happen to take the ground and make a sheer, you must 
go back to the surf again.
631. Mr. i«e.] If there were a lot of stuff, such as big trees, coming down the river, could you go up 
the proposed new channel? I would not attempt it.
632. Supposing that when you reached that entrance you found therew'asa flood, and a heavy gale blowing 
at the same time, you could neither go through the entrance nor shelter in Trial Bay ? I would not 
attempt to go near Trial Bay. I would keep away to sea if I could.
633. Knowing the difficulties, you would not approach it ? I would not approach it.
•634. So even if the works wrere carried out, it would not be a safe entrance under those conditions ? No. 
But if you were there at anchor, and an easterly gale came on, you would have a chance of running in 
there before the flood came down. ’
635. If you were sure that that you had water enough there, would you tackle that entrance with a heavy 
south-easter or easterly tide ? There would be no occasion to tackle it with a south-easter.
636. Well, with an easterly one ? I would tackle it if I were jambed there and could not get out.
637. Without taking an extreme—that is a heavy gale, and a heavy flood together,—but if you got there 
in a heavy gale, the question is would you go in; that is, if you were certain that you wTould have water 
enough under you ? I would have to go ; but sometimes it is more prudent to go out to sea for safety to 
the passengers and property. I would not attemp t to go in there if I could get out again. After the gale 
is over, the general wind is from westward, and it is comparatively smooth there. I have lain there five 
days quite smooth, but we could not attempt to get over the bar.
638. As a rule, the gale is generally finished when the flood commences to come down ? Tes ; a flood 
does not come until after the gale is over. But, as soon as the wind is over, down comes the flood.
639. Do you know the Clarence entrance ? Tes.
640. Have you been there since the new works have been carried out ? Tes.
641. Have they not had the effect of carrying the sand and debris completely clear of the entrance ? 
Tes ; but the Clarence is altogether a different place. Since the new wall has been there, it has thrown 
the channel just outside the Black Boy, and over to the quarries to the southward. But when I ran 
there it was deep water east-south-east. There is sufficient current there to carry it off the point.
642. Which does not prevail in the Macleay ? Tes. There is not the fiftieth part of the current in the 
Macleay.
643. There is not a strong current from Trial Bay to the North Head ? No ; there is not.
644. It is a gentle current, and, consequently, the sand precipitates ? Tes ; the current is influenced by 
the wind—a great deal of the strength of the current outside.

26 , PAKLIAMENTAKY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.’

Henry Richard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Rivers Branch, Department of
Public Works, sworn, and further examined :—

H. R. 645. Chairman^ Does your Spencer Creek scheme encroach on any private land ? There was a slight 
Carleton. encroachment, but we have resumed all that land.

z------- 646. Mr. Dee.] Regarding the alienated land on Shark Island, it will not be interfered with, nor will
18 Feh., 1898. resumptions be rendered necessary in consequence of the carrying out of this proposal? No; on the 

southern side of Spencer Creek a portion has been resumed in connection with the harbour works.
647. Will your proposed works interfere with the boundaries of any of the alienated land on that side ?
No. _
648. Is it likely that any claim will be set up by the owners of that property in consequence of your 
depriving them of a natural water frontage ? We do not deprive them of a water frontage.
649. If you erect training walls to the properties, you cut them off from the water ? They would come 
out to that. It is simply just protecting the property, if anything.

650.
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650. But you would debar them from using that creek, access to which they have at the present time ? 
I_uo not think we would. They would have a frontage to it still.
651. Do you propose to resume any portion of land either at that particular spot, or out of it ? We have
resumed all we consider necessary for the work—that is, a site for the quarrv, and a portion of Julius 
Kudder’s 64 acres. "
652. Are there any other private interests that would he interfered with in anv way by these works? I
think not. ^

H. R. 
Carleton.

18 Feb., 1898.

658., Are there any rights existing now that the settlers have for getting access either to the ocean, or to 
Spencer Creek, of which they will be deprived by these works is it possible that any claims will be set 
up hereafter for damages ? I think not. That matter lias been looked into very fully, and we are unable 
to see that any claims are likely to arise.
654. Tou heard the evidence given by Captain Taplin just now ? Tes.
655. Do you think that danger is likely to arise outside the proposed works, by the silting up of the bay, 
as predicted by him? . I think not. We know, as a matter of fact, the bay is not silting up. Changes 
take place in it from time to time. We have had a series of soundings taken over the bay by the resident 
officer there, and they do not show that the bay is actually silting up at all.
656. I presume not since that channel has been opened ? No. *
657. That is to say, you have taken your soundings since the channel was opened? No. We have had 
soundings taken since the serious breaks-out occurred, and there is no evidence of silting. It occurs at 
times ; but with a change of weather it goes away to sea again. There is no permanent siltin , as far as 
we know, and we take periodic soundings in the bay.
658. Have you tried it after a severe test—a flood in the river ? I could not say whether we have actually 
made the soundings immediately after a flood.
659. It has been indicated that there would be a likelihood of the large trees touching the ground outside 
the entrance, and therefore piling up silt and other stuff, and interfering with navigation ? Any timber 
that came out of that river in flood-time would be carried away to sea—10 miles out to sea.
660. Would flood-waters give suflicient impetus to carry it out to there ? Tes.
661. Supposing the flood-water met the tide, would that not make it stationarv for the time being ? Tes,. 
while the tide was running. The flood-current is stronger than the tide. The flood would run 8 to 10' 
miles an hour. The greatest velocity of tide that you would get would uot be more than 4 knots.
662. But that flood-water would not extend very far from the mouth of the river? It does. The flood 
carries its effect a long way out into the sea. When 4 miles out at sea from the Richmond, I myself have 
put over a pannikin from a boat and obtained and drunk fresh water from the ocean.
663. But it is said that this particular hay differs materially from the Richmond and the Clarence—that 
there is not the same current here as will be found there, and hence the greater likelihood of its being 
silted up ? I do not know of any difference in the currents.
664. Do you think that the coastal current is as strong there as it is at the Clarence ? Tes, I think it is. 
about the same, once you get clear of the headland. There would probably be an eddy from the north. 
66o. Ton are relying on the impetus given by the flood-water to drive the timber and other stuff beyond 
Lagger s Point, where it would meet with a current sufficiently strong to carry it away ? Tes. It does- 
do so at present. There is no accumulation of flood debris here in the bay to speak of. We have taken 
soundings over the hay from time to time. Several floods have occurred during that time, and there is no 
indication of permanent silting in the bay.
666. Have you picked up any old timber deposited there—in your soundings have you come across any 
old trees that have sunk? Never. I may add to my evidence that the Chairman’s argument that we lose- 
scouring power by reducing the tidal compartment would be quite sound if the tidal compartment were- 
small, and was filled up to the level of high water of the ocean during each tide. But the Macleay stands 
m this position: The tidal compartment even though reduced by the portion between Rudder’s Hill and 
Grrassy Head is still far greater than the tide is able to fill through a 700-foot opening, the width designed 
for the present new entrance. The maximum quantity which could reasonably be expected to pass through 
the entrance on a spring tide is 700 ft. x 2 ft, 3 in. x 2 ft. 8J in. per second, X six and a half hours =
100.000. 000 cubic feet. The area of the tidal compartment is about 7,600 acres, and of the reduced com
partment over 5,000 acres. Its capacity is, therefore, 5,000 acres x 43,560 sup. ft. x 4f ft. = 980,000,000 
cubic feet, or nearly ten times the greatest quantity of water which could flow in on a spring tide.

The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon.

THUBS BAY, 3 MABGH, 1898.
ftastnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chaieman).
Eeeueeick Thomas Humeheet. 
James Hoskins.
Chaeles James Robeets, C.M.G. 
William Joseph Teickett. 
Daniel O’Connoe.

Eeank Eaenell, Esq.

Chaeles Aleeed Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Ee&an, Esq. 
Thomas Henex Hassall, Esq. 
Geoeue Black, Esq.
Ebancis Augustus Weight, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay River.

Richard Cooke, Secretary, North Coast Steam Navigation Co. (Limited), sworn, and examined :—
667. Cliavrman^\ What is your freight from Sydney to the Macleay? Twelve shillings and sixpence a ton R. Cooke,
outward, and 10£d. per bag for maize inward, including all drogherage, wharfage, and storage. _ —,
668. Can we deduct from the lOJd. per bag 3d. for drogherage ? Tes. • 3 liar., 1898
669. So that the railway would have to carry a bag of maize to Sydney from the Macleay for 7^d. to
equal you ? Yes ; but I do not think that the railway would either load or discharge it at that rate, and we do both. . . & >
670. The freight from the Macleay is less than from the other rivers ; that is accounted for, I presume,
because there is more trade on the Macleay ? That is one of the reasons. 671
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II. Cooke. 671. Mr. Lee.But is there not another reason governing the maize trade—as a matter of fact, do not 
' your company afford storage accommodation, and allow the corn sold to be removed from there ? Yes;

3 Mar., 1898. we gjve free accommodation so long as we are not overcrowded. I have seen maize on our wharf for a 
month.
672. It enables them to take advantage of the market? Yes.
673. Chairman.} What is the quantity of timber brought from the Macleay t I know nothing about the 
timber.
674. What is the freight per 100 feet for any timber you may carry 1 In quoting a rate for timber, we
should quote about 3s. a 100 feet. .
675. What quantity of goods go outward to the Macleay? I suppose about 50 tons, a weekly trip.
676. Coming down, how much? It is governed by the seasons.
677. Give us two statements—one for a busy season, and the other for a slack season? It is very hard to
say. For four months in the year, perhaps, we would have two steamers there, and during the other eight 
months we, perhaps, could not fill one. We never take much notice of the total quantity. It is the £ s. d. 
that generally concern me. .
678. But it comes to the same thing ? Yes. I suppose that since the first of the present year we have not 
averaged 50 tons a trip coming to Sydney; but from the 1st April, if we do not have any floods, I suppose 
that we shall get as much as we can safely carry over the bar.
679. What will that be? I suppose that for about four months we may get about 4,000 bags a week, if 
we can carry it. We have to do a lot of the loading in Trial Bay. We drogher it over the bar.
680-1. You are carrying maize at 104d. a bag, including 3d. for drogherage ? Yes. 7^d. a hag would be 
6s. 3d. a ton.
682. Is the trade of the Macleay growing ? The dairy trade is growing, hut that is the only one that is. 
However, although that represents a lot in money, it represents very little in freight.
683. Supposing that the Macleay, the Nambucca, and the Bellinger be furnished with suitable entrances, 
are you prepared to state that the freights will be reduced? We may reduce them on the Nambucca and 
the Bellinger—those two small rivers—but as to the freights from rivers like the Clarence, the Macleay, or 
the Manning, we consider that we could not possibly carry at a lower rate than now. The volume of trade 
governs us in a great degree in charging freights.
684. If a suitable entrance be furnished to the Macleay, will you be able to carry more cheaply from the 
Macleay than you do now ? No.
685. You do not think so ? No.
680. There is not a sufficient volume of trade to justify it ? No. We consider that we are down at bed-rock 
prices now, because maize is the principal product, and we always take it as low as we possibly can. The 
lowest rates we have are the Macleay River lO^d., and the Clarence River lid., and we know that we 
cannot go lower than that.
687. Mr. Wright.} Supposing that you had active competition, do you not think that you would reduce 
prices? You might reduce prices, but it does not follow that it would pay. I was referring to maize 
freight just now, and, as I have said, two-thirds of the freight is maize freight.

2S PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

FRIDAY, 4 MARCS, 1898.

The
The
The
The
The

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
Hon. Eredebick Thomas Humphery. 
Hon. James Hoskins.
Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
Hon. Daniel O’Connor.

Charles Alered Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

Frank Earnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay River.

Henry Deane, Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and examined :—

H. Deane. 688. Chairman.} Can you give us a statement of the cost of a line from Trial Bay to Kempsey in 
f—^ connection with the proposed harbour works at the Macleay ? Yes.

4 Mar., 1898..689. What is the estimated cost of a line from Trial Bay to Jerseyville, that being the nearest accessible 
point on the Macleay ? There were two estimates made, for I went into the matter considering two 
different systems. One is for a tramway on the standard gauge. That would be 4 miles 60 chains in 
length, with 60-lb. rails. The total estimated cost*is £18,350, equal to £3,863 per mile. Then, under 
instructions, I considered the question of a narrow-gauge tramway on (say) a 2-foot gauge, 5 miles in 
length, 24-lb. rails, and the total estimated cost is £9,602 15s. 9d.; average cost per mile, £1,920. 
Supposing it were decided to build one of these tramways, I think that much better worth would be got 
out of the dearer one than out of the cheap one. I do not think that narrow-gauge lines with light rails 
are to be recommended. _
690. The.other gauge line would cost twice as much money as the narrow-gauge line? Yes; apparently it 
would cost twice as much money.

MONDAY,
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MONDAY, 21 MABGH, 1898.

CHAELES ALEEED 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. William Joseph Teickett. 
Henex Claeke, Esq.

Httsent:--
LEE, Esq. (Tempoeaet Chaieman).

G-eoboe Black, Esq.
Ebancis Augustus Weight, Esq. 
Eeank Eaenell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Biver.

Erederick William Neitenstein, Comptroller-General of Prisons, Department of Justice, sworn,
and examined:—

€91. Mr. Hoshinsr\ Are you acquainted with the locality of the Macleay Biver ? I have been to Trial 
Bay. I have always gone overland from Trial Bay to Kempsey; and I may say that I am simply interested 
'in the prison aspect of the question before you.
692. Do you think from what you have seen that the requirements of the people of the Macleay district ^ ^ar,> 1898. 
would be better met by having a good wharf at Trial Bay, where vessels could load and unload with
safety, seeing that the place is intended for a harbour of refuge, and by having the cargoes brought down 
the river by lighter, than that the new entrance or the old entrance to the liver should be utilised? I 
could only answer that question from my own personal feeling in the matter. I should say decidedly that it 
would be better to load the ships at Kempsey, and bring the cargoes down to the new entrance, in 
preference to having a wharf at Trial Bay. •
693. Have you been to the new entrance ? No. •
694. There is a wharf at Trial Bay, is there not? It is only a temporary affair. Very little has been 
done at Trial Bay. There is no proper landing-place for boats at the bay at the present moment.
695. Do any of the steamers calling at Trial Bay unload at the wharf which you describe asatemporarv 
wdiarf ? No ; it is all done out in the open bay. The “ Burrawong” often drops anchor in the shelter of 
the breakwater, and discharges her cargo into lighters—that is. the general cargo for Kempsey.
696. Does the steamer “ Burrawong” frequently load her cargo into lighters, in preference to going through 
the entrance to the river ? Tes ; because it is often impossible, owing to the state of the entrance, to 
get over the bar. Vessels of a lighter draught come down the river and take the cargo from the 
“ Burrawong.”
697. Have ordinary coasting steamers great difficulty in making a safe entrance to the river through the 
new entrance ? That I am not in a position to say.
698. Were there great difficulties in connection with the old entrance ? Tes ; it was continually silting 
up. I do not say so of my own experience, but from what I have been told by captains of various 
steamboats.
699. The Macleay Biver district is a fine agricultural district ? It is a very fine district indeed.
700. It is well settled upon ? Tes. I went overland from Kempsey to Armidale about a fortnight ago, 
alld^I was^then very much struck with the character of the country. It is splendid agricultural country

701. Do you think it would be advantageous to utilise Trial Bay.for the loading and unloading of steamers 
instead of taking them through the proposed entrance to the river ? Certainly not. But you must 
understand that I am giving you my own opinion, as a prison official. In my opinion there is no comparison 
between the two schemes.
702. Some difference of opinion has been expressed as to the difficulty of entering the river both at the 
new entrance and at the old ? I believe the work at the new entrance to be a successful effort.
703. Have you been through the new entrance? No; I speak only from a general knowledge of the 
coast-line, and from what I have heard from the captains of various steamboats.
704. Mr. Clarice.~\ Trial Bay is intended for a harbour of refuge ? It was intended for a harbour of refuge.
705. Still you say it is of no utility for the loading and unloading of steamers ? I did not say it was of 
no utility. I said that in my opinion the other scheme was preferable.
706. Is there not a great number of prisoners employed at Trial Bay ? Tes ; there are 125 employed
there at the present time. r J

‘ 707. Is the work done more cheaply by prison than by ordinary labour ? There is a certain disadvantage 
about the employment of prison labour there. Directly a prisoner becomes an expert he is due for 
discharge, and then another prisoner has to be taken in hand and taught. On the other hand, prisoners 
do not cost as much as free men. The prisoners would not get more than Is. 6d. a day of eight and a half 
hours’ work.

E.W.
Neitenstein.

708. Are they long or short sentenced men? All men serving a sentence of over three years are entitled 
to go to Trial Bay. They are permitted to go there within a certain period of the expiration of their 
sentences. Take the case of a man who has twelve years to serve, he would be entitled to go to Trial Bay, 
subject to good conduct, after he had served six and a half years.

reoar^e<^ as a concession for good conduct ? Good conduct is the means by which they get down 
to Trial Bay. We do not send badly-conducted prisoners there.
710. Was it not intended_that Trial Bay should be made a harbour of refuge? That was the original 
intention ; but the conditions have since changed. That proposal was made a very long time ago.
' Eor what other purposes could Trial Bay be utilised ? 1 think 1 must refrain from answering that
question. I can merely look at the question from the point of view of a prison official.
712. The bay could be utilised either as a harbour of refuge or for the shelter of vessels trading to the 
Macleay? Tes.
713. Mr. Trickett.'] Is the breakwater in a satisfactory condition? When it blows very hard from th 
south-east the breakwater is subjected to a very great trial, and occasionally large pieces of it are washe 
away. It has not been taken out very far yet.
ML Have you heard whether the effect of building the breakwater has been to shoal the water along the 
inside of it ? I believe that has been one of the effects. '
7 •' Preventing the continuous scour ? Quite so. It would naturally tend to have that effect as it 
Min form a sort of half-circle across the bay. ’yjg
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Neitenstein ^r' Would the breakwater interfere with the proposed entrance ? If you continued the
. J breakwater and carried it out (say) a mile, it would naturally have an effect upon the entrance of anyplace 

21 Mar 1898 close to it.
1 717. How far would the entrance be from the breakwater? I cannot tell you; but I know that it is

intended to run out the breakwater a mile from the point.
718. Mr. TricTcett.~\ Do coasting steamers use the inside of the breakwater at the present time ? For the 
transhipment of cargo from one boat to another, but not as a place of refuge.
719. Tou have had information from local captains that they have used the breakwater for that purpose ? • 
Yes.
720. How do you get from Kempsey to Trial Bay prison? We go overland by road. I think the distance 
is about 80 miles, but I could not say accurately.
721. How are the prisoners conveyed there ? They are conveyed by steamboats from Sydney. The boat 
comes inside the breakwater, and our whaleboat goes off for the steamers.
722. What would ordinary visitors do ? They would get the captain of the steamer to signal to the prison 
authorities, and they would then send off our boat.
,723. Could they always get in ? Unless it were blowing hard from the south-east—then it would be 
almost impossible to get in. All communication between Trial Bay and Kempsey is by land. All the 
provisions are obtained from Kempsey. .
724. Have you heard, on your visits to the Macleay, whether the formation of the breakwater, as far as 
the point marked red on the plan has had the effect of silting up the river entrance ? I have had no 
conversation with Kempsey residents at all, excepting with one gentleman, who said he thought that it 
would be a great thing to have the breakwater completed. He thought that it would be a good thing for 
trade.
725. On the whole, you are more favourably disposed to the completion of the scheme marked No. 3 ? 
Tes ; but understand I am merely expressing an opinion as a prison official.
726. Is the wharf you have mentioned from the beach or from the rocks ? It is the commonest of wharfs, 
commencing from the beach, and it is not usable under certain conditions. The boats come in under the 
breakwater, and you have to scramble off on to the rocks as best you can. I was there the other day with 
the Public Service Board, add there was a great difficulty in landing. There was a heavy sea, and it was 
hardly safe to tranship to the whaleboat and land on the rocks.
727. But you think it is better to do that than to take the passengers into the Macleay Kiver? They 
cannot always get there. A vessel may get into Trial Bay and have to wait there some time until there 
are favourable conditions. I have known the “ Burrawong” to be detained there for two or three days. 
On one occasion she had about 200 pigs kept on board during that period. The live cargo gets knocked 
about a good deal.
728. As far as your experience goes, you think that the proposed works would be effective ? Tes ; but I 
believe in the breakwater, as a prison officer, because it affords much continuous and good work. It is an 
incentive to.prisoners to behave properly. That is the only value I can see in the breakwater.
729. If the construction of the breakwater will have the effect of silting up the river entrance, surely that 
is a consideration which would receive some weight ? I have given you my opinion on the point. I say 
what I do in regard to the breakwater merely as a prison officer.
730. Is there no other work there upon which prisoners could be employed ? No.
731. The soil is not suitable for agriculture ? No ; it is a rocky peninsula.
732. Mr. Hoskins^] Have you heard any of the captains trading to the Macleay state that if the break
water were extended a considerable distance out, it would have a tendency to shoal up the new cutting 
into the river ? No ; I have not heard them say that.
733. Mr. Wright^ Have you been to the Macleay more than once ? Twice.
734. Have you heard an opinion expressed by any competent persons as to the probable effect of the 
proposed works ? I had some casual conversation with the Engineer-in-Chief with reference to the matter.
735. But have you heard the opinion expressed from any outside source that the new channel will be 
better than the old entrance ? No.
736. What do you think of the proposal to connect Kempsey with Arakoon by railway, making Trial Bay 
the shipping port, and constructing wharfs there instead of a breakwater ? I should say that would be a 
matter for the Traffic Superintendent. The question is whether it would serve the district and whether 
it would pay; then, again, bow much would it cost to complete the breakwater. Of course, water carriage 
is always cheapest, and both sides of the river would be served, whereas a railway would serve only 
one side.
737. On the whole, you think the permanent improvement of the river would be the better plan ? Tes.
738. Tou spoke of the prisoners getting Is. 6d. per diem—that would be for good-conduct men ? No ; 
the rate of pay commences at 6d. a day for the first six months, and it rises by increments of 3d. a week 
until they get Is. 6d.
739. The prisoners have a great deal more latitude than they would enjoy within the four walls of a gaol? 
Tes; there is no comparison between the conditions.
740. And the occupation is a healthy one ? Tes ; the objection I have to Trial Bay prison as a prison 
officer is the association between the different classes of prisoners. It is not possible to adopt a classifi
cation. We take trouble in some gaols to keep first offenders from others, but towards the end of all 
their sentences they are all mixed up at Trial Bay. The prisoners there have a large amount of liberty. 
They have all Saturday afternoon and Sundays and holidays to wander about freely along the coast-line.
741. They are almost like ticket-of-leave men there? Tes; they also get better rations; they do not 
wear prison clothes, and-they are allowed many privileges in the way of books and papers; they also 
earn a comparatively large sum of money.
742. Upon what authority do you say that the bay is silting up ? I only say so from my general 
observation.
743. The set of the tide away from the coast-line is southward, but there is back wash along the coast-line 
to the north ? I should say that the silting would depend upon the prevailing winds, as well as upon the 
tides and currents.
744. What is the nature of the water about the wharf;—is it shoaling-up. Tes ; but the wharf is a
temporary structure. It was put there to land a cargo of timber in the first place, and it has been allowed 
to remain. It is practically of no use at all at the present moment. 745.
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745. The bay is actually silting up? .Very much depends upon the set of the sea. A south-easterly gale 
•lias a very different effect, for instance, from a north-easterly gale.
746.. You say that the water at the wharf is getting shallow ? Yes ; the bay forms a sort of elbow to 
retain the sand, and as the breakwater gets out further, the present effect, I should say, would be 
intensified.

F. W.
Ueitenstein.
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747. You think that if there is a deposit there now caused by the breakwater extended to its present 
point, it is likely to increase with a further extension ? I should think so. Another question is, whether 
you really require both works. If you carry out one, do you require the other.
748. Is the breakwater extended to any length at the present time? We do not keep particulars of the
work done. I do not know' whether you are acquainted with a report which was made some years ago by 
Mr. Moriarty and Mr. Maclean upon the breakwater. You will see from that report that the breakwater 
was undertaken as forming a harbour of refuge for any vessel which might be caught in a severe storm in 
'that part of the coast, and also as a means of working certain well-conditioned prisoners. It was thought 
that this work should be established at Trial Bay, because there was a possibility of its extending over 
a lengthy period, which would justify the cost of the establishment of the prison. The cost of the 
prison was estimated at £28,000, and it was thought that the harbour works would extend to at least 
fifteen years. .
749. It was supposed that the prisoners would be profitably employed there, and that a work of some 
-importance would, at the same time, be constructed? Yes ; I believe the principal object, so far as the 
[prisoners were concerned, was to afford an intermediary period between the closing of the sentence and 
the giving of absolute freedom. Mr. Maclean, I believe, was struck with the operation of the intermediary 
system at Lusk, in Ireland, and thought it would be a good thing to establish a similar system in this 
•country. So far as the harbour of refuge is concerned, the conditions of trade at sea have altered 
very much since then. We do not find many full-rigged ships in distress on this coast.
750. Temporary Chairman.~\ If the breakwater were to be carried out to the length shown on the plan, 
would it not take a great many years to complete it? Undoubtedly.
751. About how many ? . I could not say. It would be merely a guess on my part.
752. About what length of breakwater has been made ? There have been great difficulties so far. It 
was started at one point, and after some amount of labour had been performed a heavy sea came and 
washed the work away. They then had to commence at another part of the point. Even now, occasionally, 
a heavy sea comes up and washes away 50 or 60 feet. The engineers may say that that strengthens 
the base of the work ; but if you are going to strengthen the work by washaways, you will find it will 
take a long time to complete the undertaking.
753. What sized stones do you usually use? We use blocks as heavy as 35 tons. It is rough granite. 
The sea has. a resistless force at this point.
754. Is the stone similar to that found at Eudder’s Hill ? Yes.
755. It wears well enough ? Yes ; but it is pretty hard to get the best stone out of the quarry. A lot
of soft streaks are met with. '
756. The idea that Trial Bay could be made a port of shipment, instead of the entrance to the Macleay 
Biver, you think is somewhat in advance of its time ? I think a long time would elapse before that could 
be done.
757. A great deal of breakwater would have to be constructed before the bay could be used as a harbour 
of refuge ? I think so.
758. Would there be any objection to the employment of prisoners on public works, such as those 
proposed at the entrance of the river ? A great deal of time would be lost in taking the men to and fro, 
and they are not skilled men at that sort of work. They are now engaged in rough quarrying. It is simply 
hard labour. They quarry the stone, put it on the truck, take the truck to the end of the breakwater, 
and tip the stone over. The scene of their labour is also next door to their residence. If you had to 
take them about all over the place in boats, you would also have to provide a very good guard to prevent 
escapes.
759. It would be too far from the prison to admit of the prisoners going to and from the proposed works at 
the Macleay in one day ? They could get to and fro, but a large body of men would have to be taken 
over and brought back again.
760. I presume that so long as the prison remains at Trial Bay the breakwater will be proceeded with?
The prison would be of no use to us all if it were not for the breakwater. The difficultv and expense of 
getting there are considerable. The place is right away from head-quarters. If it were not for the 
breakwater I should recommend the closing of the prison. .
761. This may happen: The entrance to the Macleay Eiver may be improved, and the breakwater at 
Trial Bay may be carried out to its extreme length—that would be making practically two harbours within 
a stone’s throw of each other ? Yes.
762. And it is possible that either might so alter the current as to destroy the utility of the other?
Exactly so. "
763. Without committing yourself to an opinion as to the necessities of the Macleay Eiver, do you think 
there is any possibility of the Trial Bay breakwater being carried out ? That I could not say. It is more 
a matter of policy for the Government.
764. Mr. Hoskins.'] You have no hesitation in saying, from actual observation, that the effect of south
easterly gales has been to create a good deal of injury to the breakwater? Yes.
765. The south-east gales will continue to have that effect ? Naturally, as the breakwater is extended.
766. It has been reported that the breakwater stands well? So much as is built stands well.
767. You were speaking just now of injury to the breakwater when it was first 'constructed ? Yes ; not 
to present injuries.
768. There has been no injury for some time ? I do not think any washaways have occurred within the last
eighteen months. The effect of the washaways has been to make the base of the breakwater stronger, by 
distributing the stone. ,
769. We have been told by an engineering authority that when the seas break against the breakwater the 
water goes through the stone without doing any injury to the work? I should hardly think that could 
be the case. The effect has been on half a dozen occasions to wash portions of the breakwater away.
770. Mr. Wright.] Would it be possible to employ prison labour at so great a distance from Trial Bay as
the entrance to Spencer’s Creek ? Yes ; but there would be a considerable difficulty in getting the 
prisoners backwards and forwards. 771.
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I1. W. 771. Still would not the cost be less than that of ordinary labour ? I hardly think so. There are great
JNeitenstem. difficulties surrounding prison labour. There is the difficulty of security; and then, again, on wet days 

21Mar~1898 We cou^ n°t do anything. If a storm came on we could not embark the prisoners.
■’ ' 772. Could you not have a series of huts close to the work ? Even then you would require a large body

of men to look after the security of the prisoners. I should like to mention that the first license-holders 
were sent down to Trial Bay on the Ith October, 1888.
773. Temporary Chairman.] Would that be the date of the commencement of the breakwater ? I hardly 
think so, because we had to make a road between Arakoon and Trial Bay itself. We did not build the 
prison. It was built for us.
774. Then the breakwater has been over ten years in course of construction? Yes. Up to the 31st 
December last we have had 1,012 licensed holders down there. At the present moment there are 125 
men there.
775. I suppose that would be the average ? I should say that 120 would be the average. Some of the 
men are first convicted; others are second, third, fourth, and fifth convicted men, and so on.
776. The number must be limited according to the accommodation ? Yes.
777. There is no proposal to increase the accommodation ? Yes ; I have just recommended to the 
Minister for Justice that he should do away with the associated huts, which are, I think, objectionable, and 
that another wing should be built to the prison.
778. That would be to accommodate the prisoners you have now—not to increase the number? Just so.
779. As far as you can see, therefore, the work of the breakwater is not likely to proceed more rapidly in 
the future than it has in the past ? No ; as we go into deep water the further we shall be from the scene 
of operations, and the work will necessarily be slower.

THU)AY, 22 APRIL, 1898.
Drcsrnt:—

THOMAS THOMSON 
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G-. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

EWING-, Esq. (Chairman). ■
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Began, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Biver.

Austral Bowe, farmer, Macleay Biver, sworn, and examined:—
780. Chairman.] You are a farmer, residing on the Macleay Biver ? Yes.
781. Are you much inconvenienced by the present state of the Macleay bar ? Our difficulty is that the 

22 April, 1898. r;Ter fr01n Stewart’s Point up to the new entrance is silting up, and we are afraid that we shall very
shortly not be able to have our produce taken awav.
782. Your property is below the new entrance ? Yes.
783. You believe that if the Government carries out its proposed scheme the river below the new entrance 
will silt up, and you will not have the w-ater approach to your holding which you now have ? Yes.
784. You desire the Committee, in coming to a conclusion in regard to the works now being carried out 
at the entrance, to take into consideration the fact that there are a number of people lower down the 
river who may be prejudicially affected by them through the closing up of their waterway ? Yes.

A. Rowe.

WEDNESDAY, 11 MAT, 1898.
JPrrsrnt:—

The Hon. FBEDEEICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (Vice-Chairman).
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.

Frank Farnell,

Henry Clarke, Esq. 
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq. 
Francis Augustus Wright, 

Esq.
Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Biver.

Henry Richard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Rivers Branch, Department of 
' Public Works, sworn, and further examined :—

H. R. 785. Vice-Chairman.] Since you were last examined by the Committee, you have visited the Macleay ? 
Carleton. Yes.

786. Mr. Hoskins.] Has your recent visit confirmed you in the opinion that the new entrance which the 
11 May, 1898. Department is making, and -which is being used, is better than the old one ? It has confirmed me in the

opinion that eventually it will be better than the old one.
787. Is the new one generally used now by vessels ? It is invariably used now, I believe. I sounded it 
myself, and got 8 feet at low wrater.
788. You are aware that there is a difference of opinion amongst seafaring men as to the best entrance ? I 
do not think there is any difference of opinion among seafaring men.
789. They have given conflicting evidence here ? Some of the residents of the lower end of the river are 
opposed to the new scheme.
790. Do you think that a wharf made at Trial Bay, not far from the new entrance to the Macleay, would 
not provide better accommodation for ocean-going steamers than having to go through the new entrance ? 
I think not. It would mean constructing a railway from the river out to Trial Bay to convey the produce

to
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to the steamer lying at the wharf. That would be too costly ; it would mean double handling, and the 
conveyance by rail; and you would lose the benefit of a natural highway for 40 or 50 miles.
/91. If the ocean-going steamers went up to the proposed new wharf at Trial Bay, could not droghers, 
carrying large cargoes, go through the new entrance and unload into the steamer ; would not that save 
the probable difficulty of navigating the new entrance, or would it be as difficult to navigate an ocean-going 
vessel up to the proposed wharf at Trial Bay as to go through the new entrance ? You will want some 
entrance to bring the droghers through if they have to go out to the steamer in Trial Bay to load.
792. The commanders of ocean-going vessels feel that they may have some difficulty in going through the 
entrance, and they think it will be better to take the cargo out in droghers ? I do not think it would be 
as good. "VYe have almost completed a wharf at Trial Bay.
>93. The steamers do sometimes leave cargo and passengers atTrialBay? They leave passengers, but no 
cargo, -they anchor in the bay and a whaleboat takes off: the passengers.
'-o- xj°U ^ia|ve a s^ai® men and a dredge working on the Macleay ? Two dredges at present.
/95. Have they made great improvements on the river ;—could ocean-going vessels more readily make the 
new entrance in the recent heavy gales than they could the old entrance ? "With a southerly gale like 
the one wehad recently they could not enter any port. It is very much better than it was, since we blocked 
opencer s Creek channel and made a new cut. The new entrance is decidedly an improvement, but it is 
not m such a state that a vessel could take it in a gale. .
/96. After the gale has abated, and there is a heavy sea on, will the new entrance be more easy of access 

SatG i ^ the °ld entrance ? Certainly. It is more sheltered as it is in the bay.
Zoo " 'our engaged on now ? In constructing the training-walls at the entrance.
79o. Have you been up the river ? I have been up the river and most of the tributaries.
799. It is a fine district ? Yes.
«00. It contains a large area of valuable land ? Of very fine agricultural and grazing land.
801. It is well settled up the river? Yes. ^ o s 6
802. Is it your opinion that the works will be productive of great benefit and improve the entrance to 
the river and its navigation ? It is. There is a marked improvement since we made that new cut, and 
bpencer s channel has been blocked. All the tidal water runs down the new cut and maintains a depth 
or over 14 feet in the cut. Another curious thing I noticed was that the new entrance is taking control 
or the river, the tide, which formerly ran down towards the old entrance at ebb-tide, runs up the river 
channel and out at the new entrance now.
808- Mr. Lee.'] Since you commenced these works a considerable time has elapsed ? Yes.
804. Ihe extension of these works has been in the direction of the entrance ? Yes
805 Have you seen any necessity to alter the original design? No ; there were some slight variations
oa;-' y)0S1^10n ™ie wa^s) but you could hardly call them alterations in the design.
806. Have you seen any reason to cause you to alter your original design ? No ; I think we have hit on 
the rigiit width of entrance for it, which is the main thing really.
80/. Are you satisfied that these worlis as they proceed are giving you the depth of water you anticipated? 
1 was very much pleased with what I saw on my recent visit.
808. Has it been equal to your calculations ? Quite so up to the present time.
work ? 0lYSes ^ave a consl<ferable distance to go before you get down to where you pick up,the new

SIO- 1^® wor^ already authorised has to go some distance before it terminates ? Yes
i' '•I', lfc mtte™ with the intention of your design—namely, to direct the water in a certain way and make it do certain things ? No. J

812. I hat, X suppose, we can absolutely rely on? I think you may.
813. Do you find, as you proceed into deeper sand, that the work is costing you more per cubic jrard ? 
x o. It we find that it is scouring out too deep we coat the bottom with stone, and prevent a scour from 
taking place. We do not let it scour beyond a certain depth. If we find it is scouring too rapidly we 
put a thin layer of stone on the bottom, and then no further scour takes place. A current which will 
move sand is not able to move the smaller stone.
814 You put a coping of stone on a surface of sand ? We drop the stone on the bottom in advance of 
the training-wall and that prevents f urther erosion there. The bottom will not scour away then.

ii J^°'V • ^ °°n?Par® ln cost, when you get out into deeper water, with what it would cost if you
ahowed erosion to ta^e place ? If we allowed erosion to take place the wall would be so much more
stop to it the Manmng 0ne of the walls was erotling too rapidly, and we coated the bottom and put a

816. Will you be able to adopt the same principle when you get out into deeper water? Exactly the same. 
81/. As you get out into the stronger and more dangerous water, will you not have to use much larger 
stones than you are using ? Not to prevent the erosion of the bottom. For the construction of the 
tiiequarry m ^ eXp°Sed Sea WG reclmre heavier stone ; but we can get stone as large as we like from

818. Can you give an instance where you have carried out a work of this kind to completion ? Yes • on 
the Clarence we coated the whole of the bottom. When a little of the wall fell down, we coated’the 
bottom and prevented it from scouring any more. We have 53 feet of water at the side of the wall and 
I do not suppose our stonework is 20 feet deep.
wt.' Y+iU haVe lt; ,on1a' g1ood bftter Tes- We built timber stages and tipped the stuff from the timber.
When the scour took place along the stone some of it fell down and coated the side of the bank and
prevented it from eroding any further. ’
820. That was seven years ago ? It has been finished about two or three years.
821. Has it stood well ? Excellently.
ooq- Ft y0U D0t had t0 build UP *he breakwater ? We did not put a stone in it last year
823. bo far as you can see it is a piece of work which is standing very well ? Yes ;.no doubt if we had
a very heavy flood, we might have to patch it up in places, but everything requires mending. ’
SLdLfcCwS "S ,0 “• —W »“« l»e a bad

825. Do you think it is a precedent which we might follow in the case of other rivers ? I do
826. Are there any wmdihons of current, inside or outside, on any of the other rivers which differ from those

H. R.
Carleton.

llMayTl898.



854

H. B. on the Clarence ? No ; they are all the same, except that the Clarence is the largest. The Hastings, as 
Carleton. shown on this map here, is a miniature Clarence.

A-—^ 827. On the Clarence the construction of breakwaters and training-walls had been going on for twenty 
11 May, 1898. years prjor to the visit of Sir John Coode? Yes.

S28. The principle he laid down to a very large extent differed from the works which had been carried 
on ? I do not know that there was any definite scheme before that time. In the old days Mr. Moriarty 
only got small sums from time to time, and he was not able to lay down a big scheme.
829. He was only doing patchwork while the other man was working out according to a design? Tes.
830. In view of the experience you had during the last few years, are you of opinion that it the country 
takes up the work of improving any port it is desirable that they should have an appropriate design, and 
should adhere to that design in carrying out the work ? I think you should lay down a complete design, 
and then take up the most important parts of it, and attack them first.
831. Do you approve of small votes per annum being expended in a haphazard way on these rivers ? No ; 
I never did.
832. Do they do any good at all ? They may give some temporary relief, hut that is all. It is very much
better to have a complete scheme, even if you have not the money for it, and do the portions which 
appear to be most urgent so far as your money will go. _
833. The Committee wish to know whether your Department lays that down as a cardinal principle in 
dealing with these works ? It does.
834. Cannot we take the Tw’eed as an example of what adhering to a design means ? Tes.
S3o. "Would you have achieved the same good results as you have achieved there if you had altered your 
design, or carried out the work in patchwork fashion ? I think wre could not have done better than we 
have done on the Tweed.
830. Do you think that if the proposed work on the Macleay is carried out it will be a benefit to the 
district ? I do. Those persons I spoke to seemed to be very pleased with the result so far. I noticed 
that the dairying industry is increasing very much on all the rivers.
837. Had there been a flood of any consequence between your last visit and tbe preceding one ? No, no 
large floods; but I think there must be a pretty good fresh after the recent storm.
838. It was supposed by one witness some time ago that Spencer’s Creek was very likely to burst and cut 
another channel for itself—that you would not be able to confine it.within the proposed training-walls ;— 
did you see any evidence of that during your late visit ? It cannot get away from us now ; we have it 
tied down.
839. But suppose you get a big flood ? If we had not got that wall across Spencer’s Creek it might have 
got away from us at any time ; but it can never move now.
840. But will that wail stand ? Certainly.
841. It must bear an enormous weight of water ? It will stand there all right—it is quite thick enough. 
We are strengthening it at the back as it is ; but it is sufficiently strong. I have no, fear at all as to 
Spencer’s Creek wall.
842. Can the Committee safely dismiss any fear they may have on that point? Certainly. It is only 
quite recently that we have had it under our control. If a large flood had come before we got that wall 
across Spencer's Creek, I bave no doubt that it might have broken away from us ; but it cannot do so now.
843. Is there any possibility of the water under strong pressure from above forcing its way through any 
portion of the country behind your works ; can it force its way from above the southern training-wall down 
into the South-west Hocks Creek ? No ; it cannot do any harm out that way.
844. It cannot get round there ? Some flood-water might get out there, but it cannot do any harm. The 
rocks are pretty close to the surface right down through there.
845. Tou maintain that once you get the works completed you will be able to keep the water within the 
walls ? It cannot move now.
846. As the result of your recent visit, you assure the Committee that your Department sees no reason for
departing from the design it prepared, and you think that if that design is carried out the object in 
view will be achieved? I think so. Y\re shall get a very good entrance there. The scheme has been 
thoroughly threshed out. .
847. Tou would not alter Ihe design if you had power to do so ? No.
848. Mr. Mobe.rts.l Did not Sir John Coode favour the improvements being made at tbe old entrance at 
Grassy Head ? He did. There was no opening at the present entrance at that time. I think another of 
his reasons for adopting the Grassy Head entrance was that he thought we should lose the assistance of 
the Clybucca Creek waters; but that difficulty can be got over also.
849. Was Sir John Goode’s opinion obtained on the scheme which is before the Committee? He reported 
on four entrances to the Macleay, which you will see in his report, and which are referred to in the report 
handed in by Mr. Hickson.
850. I notice from perusing the evidence that the master of the “Burrawang” favours the old entrance? 
I believe he did. I do not know exactly what ground he gave for it, but I understood him to say that of 
the two ho preferred to take the new entrance in bad weather.
851. Do you anticipate any danger of portion of Trial Bay silting up there and impeding ihe entrance to 
tbe river ? I think not. The beach grows at times, and with changes in the weather it goes out again. 
There is no permanent silting in Trial Bay, as far as we know.
852. Will the stone required for the work be easily procurable ? There is excellent stone within less than 
a mile of the work.
853. As compared with the old entrance, the new entrance will be much nearer to Sydney? Tes. The 
distance between the two entrances is from 5 to 6 miles, so that it means a saving of about 12 miles on the 
round trip. In addition to that, you get away from all the unstable and varying portions of the river. We 
drop into the deep-water portion of the river at once.
854. The new entrance will be well sheltered from southerly weather ? It will be far better sheltered in 
that respect than the old entrance.
855. That is an important feature of the scheme ? Tes ; the only weather which would be a source of 
trouble would be easterly weather. I went over the bar the other day, at dead low-water, in a tiny little 
steamer. I am certain that we could not have gone over the bar at the- Grassy Head entrance at the same 
time in the same boat.
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James Hoskins. '
Charles James Boberts, C.M.Ct. 
William Joseph Trickett.
Daniel O’Connor.

Frank Farnell,

Henry Clarice, Esq.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 

Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Biver.'

Henry Bichard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Bivers Branch, Department of
Public Works, sworn, and further examined :—

S5G. Mr. Blaclc.~\ Have you anything to add to your previous evidence ? I think not, except that I have H. R. 
recently visited the river, and am very much pleased with the progress of the works and the result up to Carleton. 
date. We are getting on quite as rapidly as I expected with the improvement. There is good deep water 
down'along the northern side of the channel where we blocked Spencer’s Creek. 17 May, 1898.
857. Vou still have no fear that the discharge from the new entrance is likely to silt up Trial Bay ? No ;
I do not think there is the slightest probability of that occurring.
858. Do you think that two breakwaters will bo found necessary ? Not unless you want to get a much, 
larger class of vessels into the Macleay.
859. One would think that with the breakwater in conjunction with the headland at Trial Bay, it would 
be almost as good as the proposed southern breakwater ? It would take one hundred years to complete 
that breakwater in Trial Bay, at the rate it is going on. It is only out as far as it is marked black on the 
plan. I do not think you can look upon getting much assistance to the entrance from the breakwater at 
Trial Bay.
SCO. You do not expect any effects from that breakwater either for evil or for good ? No ; it was never 
intended for more than a harbour of refuge. There is not so much necessity for a harbour of refuge 
now-a-days. Everything is now done by steam, and that work was begun in the days of sailing vessels.
861. I suppose, in the event of these works being gone on with the river will still be used by droghers,
and the vessels will load at Trial Bay as they do now ? If this entrance is made navigable then I take it 
that we shall have to improve one or two of the bad flats in the river. There are only a few bad spots in 
the river to remove. It would enable any vessel drawing 12 or 11 feet to go up to Kempsey, which is 2G 
miles from the entrance. Of course, the first object is to get a much larger vessel inside, and then it is 
not nearly so difficult a matter to cut out the bad portions of the river afterwards, either by dredging or 
by contracting the channel, and putting in light training-walls. ■ .
862. Is there any likelihood of that portion of Spencer’s Creek, across which you have built a wall, falling 
in when you have done the remainder of that retaining-wall there ? On the lower side of the wall I think 
that will silt up. We should probably use that space for depositing dredged material.
863. That would make it very much more secure ? It would, strengthen the bank across the creek very 
much, and there would be less likelihood of its being carried away in time of flood. I think it is sufficiently 
strong to'resist any flood that we shall get in the Macleay. It is completed, and it is fairly strong, but 
we are still going on strengthening it slightly. I think it is able to withstand any flood which may come 
down at the present moment. .
861. Is there any opening at all to the North Head ? Yes ; it is rather a tortuous channel. It keeps 
rather close to the headland all the way in. It is not more than 150 feet wide in deep water.
865. We have had evidence from some of the captains that they prefer that entrance to the other? I 
was only present when Captain Taplm gave evidence, but I understood him to say that if we could make 
the new entrance he would prefer it;, but he was rather doubtful about our being able to do so.
866. I presume it would be always more expensive to keep open and protect the channel at tbe North 
Head than the other one ? I think so. We have got so much natural protection from Dagger’s Point at 
the new entrance, while the old entrance is open right out to a south-easter.
867. Is there not always a danger of that sand terrace being burst into ? Yes ; one of the great advantages 
of the new entrance is that we avoid all the unstable portion of the river, a length of 6 miles, which is 
constantly varying its position and its depth. We drop into deep water almost directly with the new 
scheme. When we come out at Spencer’s Creek into the main river, we drop into the stable portion of 
the river, and in fairly deep water, in at least 2 fathoms.
868. You have^given evidence about getting stone by means of a tramway? Yes; you get very good 
stone indeed. The quarry is improving too. Site No. 2 on the plan is the quarry we are working at 
present. 1 saw blocks of stone there weighing from 60 to 70 tons that we got out of it.
869. Did the recent gales have any effect on the entrance? We have had no report from the local officer 
to that effect, and as he has reported with regard to some of the others, I take it that the new entrance 
has not been affected. Some slight damage has been done at the Manning, and also at the Nambucca ; 
but there has been no report as to damage done at the new entrance to the Macleay.
870. Has there been any damage done at the Tweed ? There is some slight damage done to the sand 
terrace, but not to the training-wall.
871. A prior gale cut that away ? Yes ; there were two slight breaks from the sand terrace in the recent 
gale, but I do not think they are very serious matters.
872. Mr. Trickett.] If you refer to page 26 of the evidence, you will see that Captain Taplin gives his 
reasons for preferring the old entrance to the new one It would appear that he prefers the old entrance 
because there is a strong current there which would keep the bar scoured ; but that he fears that the sand 
will stop in the bay and form a bar ? I understood Captain Taplin to say that if we could provide deep 
■wafer at the new entrance he would prefer that entrance, but that he bad some doubt as to our beiii"' 
able to do so.
873. That is a practical question on which the opinion of a man like Captain Taplin must be regarded 
with some degree of consideration;—have the Department and vourself considered that position? Yes.

" 874.



856

874. He says that the strong current at the North Head will naturally scour the sand away, whereas in 
the bay, where you propose to make your new entrance, there will he no current at all, and the sand may 
lodge there ;—what do you think of that position ? If what he says is correct, we ivould expect to find a

17 May, 1898. ^ep0Sjt 0f SElll(J at the mouth of the new entrance after a flood breaking out there. There is no indication 
of that from our soundings. Tbe bay is uniform in depth, and there is no variation or heaping up of the 
sand at the mouth of the new entrance, showing that any sand which has been washed out there has been 
carried out probably beyond Lagger’s Point, and into the ocean current.
875. You think that the force of the river is sufficient, even in that sheltered part of the bay, to carry the 
sand out so that it will get wnthin the influence of the current and go away ? I think so.
876. Prom looking at the plan, and from reading this evidence, it would appear to be a question worthy
of very serious consideration? It has been carefully weighed. Wb have sounded the bay, and there is 
no indication of silting up. The sand which was washed out must have been deposited somewhere, but 
we cannot find it in the bay. . ...
877. Another witness has stated that even that short length of breakwater which had been built by prison 
labour has had the effect of shallowing that part of Trial Bay;—is that the case? I think not. There are 
variations in the bay from time to time, but they are not due to the construction of the breakwater. I 
dare say at the present time it is somewhat deeper in there. The sand accumulates in the bay from what 
cause I really cannot say—at some periods of the year, and at others it is cut out again.
878. At the southern end of Shark Island where you are going to bring the bulk of the river water down,
I suppose your operations would have to be of a very substantial character ? I think the end of that 
island ought to be well protected. The local officers have had instructions already to put stone on that 
point as soon as possible, to prevent it from eroding. A good coating of stone will keep it. There is no 
doubt that it has been washing away. _ . .
879. That would seem to be a point which will meet the full force of the river water in flood-time?
Exactly, and split the current there. There will be no wave there ; it will be smooth water, but it will 
require to be protected as we have shown there. That point has been eroding very rapidly. I recollect 
when the depth there was not a third of what is shown on the map now. _
880. Do you think the total sum which is put down here will effectually carry out the work? I think we 
shall be able to do it for that estimate.
881. You think £95,000 will be ample? I think it will. We are getting the advance walls made at about
that rate at present. ...
882. The work you will carryout in these training banks seems to be of a character which will not require
much care once they are built ? They are very substantial. _
883. Nothing like the entrance to the Tweed where the seas may get over it at any time ;—these will be
river training-walls ? Yes ; the inner walls do not require much renewal. No doubt, out at sea they get 
knocked about at times, and require some maintenance, but it is not of a very costly character at 
any time. •
884. With a straight entrance of that character, in an easterly gale, 'will not the disturbed water run for 
a considerable way up the river ? It would ; but we are fairly well ppotected from an easterly gale 
there. That entrance is facing north-east. Trial Bay is a very deceptive place.
885. I suppose all that lower part of the river which has been used till recently will gradually silt up ?
It might up to low water, but not above that. There will still be a sort of tidal compartment; it will still 
take the same amount of tidal water in. _
886. You said the Trial Bay breakwater will take a great many years to build ;—I suppose works of this 
kind will go on much more rapidly than that? Yes; prison-labour stone is the most costly on the 
coast. It costs more per ton for the stone deposited in that breakwater than it does for the stone in any 
other breakwater on the coast.
887. How long would it take to carry out this modified scheme ? Six or seven years.
888. Do you think you will carry it on by day labour as you did at the Tweed ? I think so ; as you 
watch the progress of harbour works you may find it necessary to slightly vary the position of a wall, or 
its height, and the contractor immediately steps in and wants an increased price per ton for raising or 
lowering the wall, whereas it adds nothing to the cost of the work, if we are carrying it out by day labour. 
If you can specify exactly what you want, and hold to it, it is very much better to let a work by contract. 
But where you have to watch the progress of the work, and vary it accordingly, I think it is better to 
carry it out by day labour. There is not a doubt that in the case of works we are carrying out on the 
coast, we have invariably done the work more cheaply than we could have done by contract. _
889. I suppose you enter into contracts for the quarrying of material ? That includes the quarrying, the 
conveying and the depositing of the stone. Our rate per ton on the Tweed where all the work has been 
done by day labour was considerably less than our rate per ton on any of these works which are being 
carried out by contract. So also is the rate per ton at the Macleay new entrance, although we are 
saddled there with the cost of plant and other matters, and we are hardly in full swing yet. The curious 
point of it all is that in the case of the Trial Bay breakwater which is being carried out by day labour 
the rate per ton is higher even than contract rate.
890. I suppose in all these rivers where improvements of this kind are going on we may always look 
forward to having to maintain a dredge service ? I think there will always be a certain amount of 
dredging. The river deposit accumulates in places which you would never contemplate. I look upon 
the dredging of the river in the same light as the maintaining of an ordinary road in the country. Just 
as you must put metal on a road from time to time, so you must attend to a waterway.
891. It is a varying channel according to the weather ? Yes.
892. I suppose if these entrances were carried out according to the plan, the same staff would be required 
at the Heads to attend to the lighthouse, the tug, the pilot service, and so on ? The pilot establishment 
will probably require to be moved up. The lighthouse is on rather a high headland—Smoky Point. It 
is one of the principal lights on the coast.
893. The tug service will have to be kept up I suppose? There is no subsidised tug for the Macleay. 
Curiously enough they seem to get in and out there without the tug. I fancy that the subsidised tug-boat 
on the Nambucca includes in the charter attendance at the Macleay if necessary; but there is very little 
demand for a tug at the Macleay.
891. Do you adopt the same system there as you did at the Tweed, as regards filling-in behind the

training-walls
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training-walls with the stuff dredged out of the river ? Yes, we are doing that. The cutting which you 0^{eto‘n 
see on the plan has been made in that way with one of the sand-pumps working there. That is increasing a A n' 
in depth daily now. We only dredged to 14 feet, and there are nearly 18 feet of water there now. M
895. Experience has shown that dredging in front of a training-wall, and filling-in behind the wall, does ’
not have a tendency to let the wall drop into the river ? I think it does to some slight extent. Some of
the stone falls down into the channel and coats the side of the bank, and that prevents any further 
erosion.
896. It gives you a good base ? Yes.
897. Mr. Wright.'] I think you said that so far as your experience goes there is no silting in Trial Bay ?
No permanent silting. _ _ _ _
898. If evidence has been given that as the breakwater extends, the bay in the immediate vicinity 
gradually shoals,—you maintain that that is not correct ? I do.
899. I find that in their evidence both Captain Neitenstein, and. also Mr. See, make that statement, and
Mr. See bases his evidence on statements which have been made to him by the captains of steamers ? He 
maybe alluding to the immediate vicinity of the breakwater where the material itself has been washed 
down into the bay. .
900. Will you listen to this evidence by Mr. See:—

Mr. Hoskins.] I understand you to say that as Trial Bay is being extended a bank of sand is shelving up against it? 
No ; there is a bay inside at the back of the breakwater, and I am told that as the breakwater is extended the sand shoals 
up in the bay. In other words, there is less bay now than there was when they began the breakwater.
? He simply says that he is told that. -
901. You say that that is not correct ? I do say that there is no permanent silting in the bay.
902. By the extension of that breakwater creating as it will a cul-de-sac, is there not a danger of the silt 
discharged from the mouth of the new opening gradually silting up the entrance to the river or a portion 
of Trial Bay P I think not.
903. What tidal action will you have to sweep it away P The length of the breakwater at Trial Bay is
so slight that I hardly think the effect can he noticed in any way. It is represented by that portion on 
the plan coloured black. It is so slight that I hardly see how it is possible to have any effect in the way 
of intercepting sand. -
904. Is there any coastal current there to sweep away the debris which comes down the river ? I am 
inclined to think that there is an eddy. The current would shoot from North Head to Lagger’s Point in 
a direct line; hut there would he a slight eddy in the bay, going round again and touching the southerly 
current.
905. You do not know that for certain P Yes ; the current tests which were made by Captain Howard
or Mr. Keele seem to indicate that. • ' .
906. As an engineer you think that there will be sufficient action in the ocean current to remove any 
accumulation of sand at the mouth of the new entrance ? I do. The flood did break through at what 
we call the Macleay new entrance. It cut a channel there; we did not make it. We therefore ought 
to find a deposit of sand at the entrance if what you say is correct. The recent soundings did not show 
any indication of an accumulation there.
907. Your recent soundings are the same as those you made before this new opening took place ?
Practically. ‘
908. Whatever was swept out through that entrance has been carried out into the ocean current? Yes.
909. You think that any future silt which comes out through that entrance will be dispersed by the 
action of the ocean current ? It ought to be. The current through the new entrance will be improved 
by the construction of the walls.
910. One or two witnesses have expressed very grave doubts about the efficacy of the new entrance. They 
think that big floods will break away and will continue to go down the old channel to Grassy Head ? 
That might have been tbe case before we blocked Spencer’s Creek, but fortunately we were able to get a 
wall constructed across tbe creek before any big flood came down, and we are now in a position to stand 
an attack of flood of any magnitude we know of.
911. On the western side of Shark Island, in the event of an unprecedented flood coming down—a flood 
much larger than your channel would carry—would not that tend to sweep out that channel, and destroy 
your new entrance? There is no doubt that it would act as a relief valve in case of flood. A large portion 
of the flood waters will go down that old channel.
912. May it not act to such an extent as to make a much better channel on the western side of Shark 
Island, and pass by your proposed new channel, or silt up Trial Bay ? The scour made the new channel 
in the first instance unassisted.
913. In the event of an unusual flood you propose to let the flood-waters escape by a comparatively
narrow channel, hut if you leave a wider and better channel open for its escape ;—what is going to happen 
then? We look upon the old channel as a relief valve. We do not propose to draw the whole of the 
flood-waters through our new entrance. . • •
914. You think that that relief valve will not eventually destroy your new channel ? I think not. They 
will each take their share of the flood-waters as they have done hitherto.
915. Your contention is that even if a big flood should deepen the old channel and the old entrance, it 
will not sensibly affect your proposed new entrance ? I think not. I think we will get sufficient flood- 
waters through the new entrance to improve that entrance.
916. Under any circumstances ? Yes.
917. Is there any proposal to protect the narrow hank facing the ocean? No.
918. Is there any danger of the bank breaking away there ? It does not matter whether it comes in over 
the whole of it. Three or four entrances have been formed by the action of the flood-waters at different 
times. I do not see any necessity for its protection at the present*time, but if such a thing should arise 
there would be no difficulty in blocking the river, and turning the whole of the flood-waters through the 
new entrance.
919. Would not that interfere with the rights of people down below in the old channel? I think that 
most of that-land is Government reserves. I do not know that there are any water frontages down there, 
except the saw-mill at Stewart’s Point.
920. In their evidence, both Mr. See and Captain Taplin preferred the retention of the existing channel
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Carleton ak ^‘raMy Hea<l 0:11 the ground lhat it is a certainty; that under any circumstances there is always water 
t ' there, but that there is an element of risk about the new entrance? 1 listened very attentively to what 

17 May 1898 ^r' ®ee an^ Captain Taplin said. All I gathered from Captain Taplin’s evidence was that he preferred 
’ ' the new entrance if we could give him sufficient water for his boat there, but he was doubtful whether

it was possible to do so. At the present moment there is more water there than there is at the old 
entrance.
921. Mr. See said in his evidence :—

I firmly believe that if the same amount of money had been spent on the old channel, and no attention had been 
paid to the new one, you would have had a better result.
? Admitting that the same amount of money was spent at the entrance, there would still be some G miles 
of a very unstable portion of the river to improve, which expense we are saving. I mean the distance 
between the new entrance and the old entrance.
922. That you look upon as a very great commercial advantage ? Certainly ; every ton of stone used in 
the work is hauled 1 mile instead of 6 or 7 miles.
923. Tou have recently visited,the work, and you are satisfied with the work which has been done and its 
future prospects ? I am.
924. As an engineer, can you assure the Committee that it will be a success ? My firm conviction is that 
it will be a success.
925. Tou saw nothing during your recent visit, and you know nothing in connection with the river to 
cause you to have any doubt on that subject ? I was very much pleased with the result of the project so 
far. It is quite up to what I expected from the work we have done and the time we have been at it.
926. From your knowledge of this river, you think the new entrance is better for all commercial purposes 
than the old one at Grassy Head ? Decidedly.
927. Mr. IZoberts ] I wish to ascertain what depth of water there is at Kempsey at the present time ;—I 
notice that in his report of December, 1890, Sir John Coode says that the river in its present state, and 
under the most favourable conditions, cannot be considered as navigable by craft drawing over 9feet; in 
fact vessels of 8 feet draught have to wait for high water to get up to Kempsey, about 32 miles from the 
entrance ;—does that state of things still exist, or has the river improved ? It is not because of the depth 
of water at Kempsey; there is quite enough water when you get there. At that time there were several 
shallow spots on the river. One of the most serious of them was at the back of the western side of Shark 
Island, where a considerable sum of money had been spent in dredging to keep the river open. That was 
a serious block to navigation always ; but that is evaded by coming in through the new entrance. Fisher
man’s Bend is another place in the river where the vessels had to wait to get high water to cross.
928. Do you get better water from the new entrance right up the river ? Tes. There are one or two 
places up the river which are rather shallow, and which will require to be improved; but at Kempsey 
there is quite sufficient water for any ordinary vessel to lie in. Generally speaking there is quite enough 
water in the river; but there are two bad places in the river still which will require to be dredged.
929. They can easily be dealt with by constant dredging ? I do not know that it would be advisable to 
keep constantly dredging. These shallow flats occur at very wide parts of the river, and it would be much 
better to put in a light training-wall, or two if necessary, and concentrate the river current between the 
wmlls, and scour it out; it would remain permanently deep then. It could be assisted, of course, in the 
first instance by dredging.
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The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Eiver.

Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, sworn, and further
examined:— '

C. W. Darley. 930. Mr. Lee.'] Do you happen to knoiv the trend of the bar coming out of the Macleay to-day ? No, 
^——n not to-day.

15 June, 1898. 931, You are now widening what is called the new cut at a point about midway down the training-wall;
the proposed width, I see, is about GOO feet, but you intend to dredge only 300 feet ? The first two 
cuttings made 200 feet. We are now making a cutting which will give another 100 feet, and it is very likely 
that we shall afterwards come back and make another cutting.
932. I suppose the tidal influence is assisting you at the present time ? Tes.
933. Take first of all the trend of the river in time of flood, I suppose the neur cut is where the bulk of 
tbe flood-waters would be drawn ? Tes.
934. Taking a sectional area calculated at 300 feet wide in your new cutting, do you think that will be 
wide enough to admit of the proper rapid passage of flood-waiters ? Not at present.
935. AVould it not be wise to complete your dredging to tbe full width of GOO feet? We propose to go 
on until we get tbe GOO feet. Part of the scheme is the construction of the southern training-wall, and 
we cannot make that until wo get the dredging done. We must first of all dredge up to it.
93G. I suppose 300 feet would be more than enough for any navigable purposes in still water, where you 
are beyond the influence of the sea. But what I want to impress upon you is this, that inasmuch as that 
will be the chief outlet for the flood waters of the Macleay, there must be a channel of proportionate 
volume? Tes; but I would point out that 300 feet there would he more effective than 600 feet in the 
other channel. The gradient is five times as great in the new' cut as in the old channel, therefore it will 
carry proportionately more water. ■
937. The water would have 6 miles further to travel along the old channel, and the channel is also 
shallow? Tes. In the new cut the wrafer will reach the sea-level in one-fifth of the distance. Tou would 
find 300 feet there more effective than 600 feet in the channel of the main river. 938.
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938. The existence of flood-water is a great consideration ? Yes. c-w- Darley.
939. So far as area is concerned there will be a greater area for the passage of flood-water through that cut —A'——\
than in the river itself ? Yes. 1 15 June, 1898.
940. Is it your intention to do anything towards blocking up the entrance to Clybucca Creek ? Not at 
present.
941. Nor is it intended to block up the old entrance to Grassy Head ? No.
942. Therefore, the saw-mills at Stewart’s Point could take advantage of the new entrance, or use the Grassy
Head entrance ? Yes. .
943. Will any of your -works interfere with the vested interests at Stewart’s Point from the standpoint of
navigation? Not in the slightest degree. .
944. As to the suggested inundation of farms, is it not a fact that for the past twenty years the river has 
been in the habit of breaking through the sandbank at various places ? Yes.
945. And I suppose that, while the openings remain, there would be a considerable influx of tidal waters ?
Yes.
946. The inference, therefore, is that the lands which it is to-day suggested will be flooded have been always 
more or less subject to tidal inundations? Yes, it must be so.
947. Do you think that the fact of the proposed new entrance, admitting the tide sooner than it would be 
admitted at Grassy Head, would make any appreciable difference to residents on the river bank ? No 
doubt, in the portion of the river opposite the new cut, there will be more tidal range than there has been, 
but that is not by reason of anything the Government proposes doing. Tbe tide will inevitably have a 
bigger range in the river than it had before the river broke out in two places.
94S. If the objections of the residents at Grassy Head were considered now, would it not mean the 
absolute closing of the new cut at great expense, and also considerable expenditure at Grassy Head? It 
would mean this, that if the work already done had to he undone, you would leave the river as it has been, 
because there is nothing to warrant the expenditure which would he involved in opening the river at the 
old Grassy Head entrance. The estimate for that entrance was a very costly one indeed. •
949. Supposing things were as they originally were at the new cut, and that you took up Sir John Goode’s
idea of the opening at Grassy Head, do you think that you would ever keep the flood-waters from breaking .
over the sand spit, unless you took a training-wall almost to the extreme end of the spit? No doubt it would •
be necessary to carry out more works in protecting the banks in that way than Sir John Coode calculated.
950. If a witness states that all that it would be necessary to do would be to carry out a slight breakwater ■
from tbe North Head, as shown on the plan, and not to have any southern breakwater or training-wall, do
you think he is putting forward a suggestion which is tenable ? No; I think the river would break ■
out again.
951. Does not the value of any scheme for Grassy Head depend more upon a southern breakwater than 
upon the northern one ? Yes ; it depends more upon the southern works generally.
952. If ever that entrance is to be made effective, there must be works on the southern side ? Yes ; and 
they would require to be extended well up the river.
953. Supposing you adhered to the northern breakwater only, it would not have the effect desired—that 
is to say, flood-waters would break out in the future as they have done in the past ? Yes.
954. Mr. Hoberts7\ Would the diversion of the flood-waters of Clybucca Creek be a very expensive work ?
I bave not prepared an estimate ; but I do not think it would be a very expensive work. I do not see any 
object in carrying out that work at the present time. I have not, therefore, taken up the investigation.
955. If the work were found desirable afterwards it would not be found a very expensive one ? No.
956. Vice-Oh.airman.~\ One of the witnesses expressed a doubt as to the permanence of the proposed work ; 
have you yourself the slightest doubt as to its value and permanence ? I am quite satisfied that when the 
work is finished it will be found to be a good, substantial, permanent work. Perhaps those who express 
the opinion you indicate may not know what it is proposed to do.
957. Mr. See expressed the opinion that if a flood forced its way down the river, and made an opening at 
No. 2 scheme, it would affect the value of the works now proposed ;—what is your opinion on that point ?
I do not think the river is likely to open at No. 2, when it can get free egress through the new channel.
958. Assuming the possibility of such an opening, would the value of the proposed work be in any way
affected by it? There is an opening there at present,but it is closing up from day to day, and no doubt 
it will eventually close up altogether. No doubt it lets out some of the water which would otherwise be 
passing through the new channel. ,
959. Then there is some force in the objection that if No. 2 opening is rendered permanent by flood- 
waters the value of the proposed works would be lessened ? It would not matter much in a flood, because 
the new channel would carry the major portion of the flood-waters. If the place remained open afterwards, 
and if there were tidal action through it, it might injure the new channel to some extent.
960. Would it lessen the depth on the bar ? No. ”
961. Would it leave the river navigable for all vessels passing over the bar ? Yes.
962. Then in-what way would the proposed works be prejudicially affected? They would not .be very 
seriously affected. Of course, in a big flood a portion of the waters would escape through the new 
channel, and a portion through the old channel, but the new channel would not be permanently affected.
963. You are not apprehensive of any difficulty arising to the navigation of the Spencer’s Creek channel 
from any possible opening which might be made in time of flood ? I do not anticipate any serious damage 
at all.
964. Let me refer you to the evidence of Captain Taplin in reply to Questions 618 and 6L9 :—
618. If it goes out by the new cutting you are apprehensive that, landing as it will in the calm water of Trial Bay, it will 
stop there and form a bar—is that your view ? lam afraid it will.
619. You think it will be better to discharge into the open sea rather than into the hay, for that reason? Yes. .
What is your opinion upon that point ? In the first place, the water does not really discharge into the 
hay proper. It discharges into the open sea. I do not think that there is anything in that objection.
No doubt the sand will move out further; hut there will he always a channel over the bar. There will 
be always a bar there, but there will be a channel through it.
965. You do not think the sand will be deposited in the bay in the way suggested by that evidence ? No.
966. In other words, you do not think any difficulty will arise from the causes suggested by Captain 
Taplin ? No ; I do not think there would be any risk of serious inconvenience from that point of view.
967. Mr. Lee.~] Your experience since you started the southern breakwater has been that the sand has
followed you out behind it—that is, on the southern side of it ? Yes. 968.
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C. W. Darley. 968. If that breakwater be carried out to the proposed terminal point, and if the sand follow you out to 
that point, and if any silting is to take place immediately outside that, there will be no more danger of 

15 June, 1898. guc^ a thing occurring than there is at the present time, because the line of sea beach would be in a line 
with the low water at Trial Bay at this moment ? Tes. _ _
960. If you extend the breakwater out a considerable distance, is not the lower portion of Trial Bay likely 

' to be the place where the silting would take place—either there or in the reach on the northern side of 
the present breakwater ? Yes.
970. Tou will bring the work out sufficiently far to ensure a distribution of the sand ? Tes, the beach 
will grow behind the work. "We know that from experience.

40 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

MONDAY, 27 JUNE, 1898.
present:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery. 
The lion. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Eee, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Weight, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

. The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay River.

Henry Richard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Rivers Branch, Department of
Public Works, sworn, and further examined :—

H. B. 971. Chairman.'] It has come to the knowledge of the Committee that the Maria River, a tributary of
Carleton. the Hastings, extends some 30 miles in the direction of the Macleay ; the Belmore Eiver is a deep

---- n channel, and extends to within a reasonable distance of ihe deep water of the Maria River ; therefore, it
2/June, 1898. appeareq that, whilst making good the entrance to the Hastings, and dealing with the Bellinger and 

Maria Rivers, and cutting a canal through the low-lying intervening country, it might be possible to 
dispense with the entrance to the Macleay ; with that end in view, we should like to hear one or two 
things from you ;—do you know the waterway of the Maria River ? I have been at the head of it.
972. The Committee were informed that a tug drawing 8 feet of water could go 30 miles up the river;— 
do you know whether or not that is a fact ? No ; I doubt it.
973. Tou do not know tbe Maria River well enough to express an opinion with regard to it ? No.
974. With regard to the Belmore River, can you give us any idea as to it ? Tou could not take one of 
the Macleay boats up to the Loftus Bridge on the Belmore. I have been aground with one of our tugs, 
drawing 6 feet 6 inches, in the Belmore River going up to the Loftus Bridge. It is a very tortuous 
stream.
975. Are you prepared to say whether the cost would be prohibitive to make it navigable for such a boat
as the “ Macleay ” ? Not for such a boat as the “ Macleay.” ’
970. Take the “Tomki”P Nor for the “Tomki.” She draws 8 or 9 feet of wTater. If you make a canal 
only for a vessel like that, you cannot increase the size of your vessels afterwards. But at the entrance 
we hope to get vessels in drawing 14 or 15 feet. A canal of 14 or 15 feet between the Hastings and the 
Macleay would cost far more than both the entrances put together.
977. Can you inform the Committee whether tbe cost of making the Belmore River up to the Loftus 
Bridge suitable for such a boat as tbe “ Tomki” would be prohibitive ? No, not to get as far as the 
Loftus Bridge ; but it would have to go very slowly. The wash from .steamers, if they go at any pace, 
would soon break the bank in. Tou would have a great deal of trouble in keeping it up.
978. Will you express any opinion with regard to the Maria River ? No ; I do not know it sufficiently
well. _ _
979. The Maria is a good river for a considerable distance ? I have here a table of distances that might be 
of some use. From the proposed new entrance to the Macleay River to the junction of the Belmore River 
is 15^ miles. That, of course, is all good water, or can be made good water. From the junction of the 
Belmore River to Loftus Bridge is 9 miles. It is rather a tortuous channel, some portions of it fairly 
deep, but not a channel that could be made available for vessels drawing 14 or 15 feet, except at a very 
great cost. The cutting from Loftus Bridge to the head of Connection Creek is 7 miles; from the head 
of Connection Creek to the junction of Wilson River is 12 miles. The whole of that would, I believe, 
require a great deal of dredging, and, possibly, rock may be found that will have to be removed in places.
980. But you do not know r1 I do not know, except that I have travelled through the country at the back, 
and I know that it is broken. From the junction with the Wilson River to the junction with the Hastings 
River is Hi- miles. The Wilson River is fairly good. There is good water at Telegraph Point. From 
the junction of the Wilson River to the proposed new entrance to the Hastings, is miles, giving a tota1 
length from the entrance of the Macleay River to the Hastings River of 61j miles. At the ordinary 
towing rate in such a canal as that, namely 3 or 4 miles an hour, the journey would take nearly as long 
as the traffic to Sydney.
981. Sixty-one miles of canals? Tes ; 7 miles would be actual cutting.
982. What is the cost of the Macleay entrance ? £100,000. _
983. And that does not at all deal with the keeping open of the upper reaches of the river ? Mr. Harrison 
estimated that to cut, certainly a very small canal, 15 feet at the bottom, at 3d. a ton, would cost between 
£15,000 and £16,000.
984. How deep ? Seven feet. I think it is an underestimate. It might be pumped out at 3d. a ton. I

. do not think that a canal carrying what we shall have on the Macleay, could be constructed between the
Hastings and the Macleay for the cost of either entrance ?
985. You think that the cheaper way to give access to the Macleay district will be to carry out the work 
suggested to the Committee ? I think so.

986.
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986. Did the Department ever make surveys, or eonsider whether it is possible to save one of those 
entrances? ~We looked at it in a general way, and we saw that it would cost too much. Mr. Darley Carleton. 
never even recommended that the survey should be made, because he could see from the plans alone that
it would cost too much. Then it is only a makeshift. 7 une’ a°‘
987. Tour evidence is this; you believe that a cursory investigation of the scheme of connecting the 
Macleay and the Hastings, and making one port do for both districts, was sufficient to justify the 
engineering department in regarding it as a scheme that would give an inferior outlet to the one proposed 
by the department ? Tes, that is so.
988. Mr. Xee.J In connection with your Macleay scheme, is it not the fact that it will offer a much quicker 
outlet for flood waters—a very important factor? Tes, it is important in more than one way. We shall 
get rid of the flood waters sooner, and get more scouring power for deepening the entrance.
989. The Macleay Eiver is subject to very severe floods ? Tes.
990. And tbe erosion of the banks is very serious? Tes ; that is the case with all the rivers.
991. 'That alluvial matter must be deposited somewhere ? Tes. '
992. Unless you can keep up a good scour, there is a danger of its settling at the back of the entrance ?
In big floods, as a rule, tbe greater portion is carried right out to sea and dispersed.
993. Suppose this canal vrere made, would it divert the flood waters ? It would not be of any value as a
flood carrier at all. It would be a mistake as far as floods are concerned, because I think that in dealing
with the floods of these two rivers you should separate them altogether by a bank ; otherwise, when you 
have a flood in the Hastings it wrould back up Connection Creek, and come into the Macleay water-shed.
The same occurs on the Macleay. It backs up the Belmore Eiver, and runs out on the Hastings water
shed. It ought to be dealt with by a bank running across to Crescent Head, letting each keep its own 
flood water. That could not be done if the two were connected by a canal.
991. As regards the flood water of the Macleay, that new entrance gives a much speedier exit than the old 
entrance at Grassy Head ? Tes.
995. The upper entrance to your new channel is almost in a direct line with the main volume of water 
which passes down the Macleay Eiver ? Tes. We shall have the old entrance still as a relief valve.
996. But the body of w'ater will pass through the new cut ? Tes.
997. Mr. Trickett.] The gentleman who proposed this scheme suggested that the cost would be about 
£15,000; what do you say ? Probably he got that from Mr. Houison’s report on the matter.
998. Was that for a 50-feet channel? Tes. He says he estimates that to cut a channel 50 feet wide 
and 12 feet deep, giving 7 feet at low water, would necessitate the removal of 800,000 yards, equal to
1,230,000 tons, and would cost at least £15,500 at 3d. per ton. It would be at least that.
999. That is the bare removal of the stuff ? Tes.
1000. I suppose the bank would have to be protected ? Tes.
1001. There would have to be fascine banks or timber or stone wrork to keep it up? Tes; it would 
require the expenditure of more money.
10J2. I think you said that to make a canal that would work in with the other navigable parts of the 
river, would cost as much as either of the entrances ? I think it would cost more than either of the 
entrances. .
1003. Then, in a question of that kind, would not the fact have to be considered of its cutting open either 
river as regards its output of water ? I do not think it would have much effect on it in one wray or another.
There is a small example of the same kind of thing on the Eichmond Eiver. We made a canal there, but 
the current is very slight.
1004. Of course you have not studied the case very carefully ? No; we could not do it without a survey.
1005. Looking at it without a survey, vou do not favour it ? No.
1006. Mr. Roberts^] How far would Kempsey be from the Hastings entrance if the canal scheme were 
carried out? . It would be a little under 60 miles.
1007. And the distance from the Kempsey to the new entrance of the Macleay is about 30 miles, is it 
not ? Less than that.
1008. Does not the Burrawong at present, drawing 8 or 9 feet of water, go all the way to Kempsey 
when she once gets through the bar? Tes.
1009. Chairman^] Tou are prepared to make this statement with regard to the Macleay, that even if the
Macleay Eiver, spilling as it does into what is stated to the Committee to be still-water, if it does form a 
bar, the modern appliances for dredging which will presently be at the disposal of the Department, can 
cut a channel through the bar at any time ? Tes ; I make that statement. '
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PABLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

HARBOUR WORKS AT MACLEAY RIVER.

REPORT.

The Sectional Committee, consisting of Messrs. C. A. Lee (Chairman), Henry 
Clarke, Prank Parnell, the Hon. C. J. Eoberts, and the Hon. W. J. Trickett, 
appointed to “ inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to the proposed 
Harbour Works at Macleay Eiver,” commenced their inquiry into this subject at 
Ivempsey on Saturday, 4th June, ISfH. The Sectional Committee on that day 
carefully inspected the localities at the entrance to the river where it is proposed 
the works recommended for the improvement of the river entrance shall be con
structed, and the old entrance at Grassy Head. At the termination of this 
inspection they returned to Kempsey and commenced the examination of witnesses 
there on Monday, 6th June, completing their inquiry on the following day.

Before taking evidence the Committee, accompanied by the District Engineer, 
Mi. David Houison, made a thorough inspection of the river and the chief centres 
of population from Kempsey downwards, viewing the works already carried out and 

locality of those to he effected, the stone quarries, the new entrance, and the bar. 
they then proceeded along Pisherman’s Bend to the old entrance at Grassy Head, 
winch they thoroughly examined with the assistance of the local pilot. The 
difficulties, tortuous course, narrow channel, and shallow portions inside the bar 
entrance there were pointed out, and the inconvenience of traversing this extra 
length of river below the new entrance was apparent.

Evidence was sought on all phases of the inquiry—the new entrance, the old 
entrance, the suggested railway from Jerseyville to Trial Bay, and the question of 
vested interests, all receiving attention. In addition, information was obtained both
of a general and of a special character as to the present and future resources of the 
district.

The following witnesses were examinedDavid Houison, District Engineer; 
bamuel Sheppard, farmer, Eainhow Beach; Prederick'William Cox, farmer, Eainbow 
Beach; Timothy Bafferty, farmer, Central Kempsey; William Thomas Byan 
Sinclair, river pilot, Kempsey; John Anderson Jamieson, pilot, Macleay Heads; 
Alexander Terguson, agent, North Coast Steam Navigation Company, Kempsey; 
Biabazon Newconie Casement, medical practitioner, Kempsey; James Arthur 
Wmney, journalist, Kempsey; Austral Bowe, farmer, Yarrahappini ; Thomas 
Patrick John Taylor, storekeeper, Kempsey; Austral Verge, grazier and land-owner, 
Macleay Biver; Enoch Budder, farmer and grazier, Kempsey; Herbert Phillips, 
Crown Lands Agent and Clerk of Petty Sessions, Kempsey; Otho Orde Dangar, 
auctioneer, Kempsey; Otto Albert Herhorne, licensed surveyor, Macleay and Port 
Macquarie Districts; John Hibbard, storekeeper, Dalcoongli and Gladstone; William 
Ihomas Dangar, saddler, Kempsey; Alfred James Trees, farmer, West Kempsey; 
Ihillip Calfe Hill; Thomas Henncssy, sawmill proprietor, West Kempsey; and 
Henry Edmund Palmer, Inspector of Stock, Kempsey.

It will be noticed in the evidence that some witnesses from the Lower Macleay 
assert that since the new entrance has been opened and the present works effected, 
their, lands have been occasionally partly submerged by the influx of tidal waters ; 
but whether this is directly owing to the new entrance, to exceptionally high tides, 
or to gradual erosion of the hanks, cannot he said to be a settled question. It may 
he pointed out that if the trouble is due to an enlarged entrance, it would have 
presented itself no matter where the improved entrance was constructed.

The
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The Committee, in regard to the Macleay Biver (and the same remark will 
apply to the other rivers visited), were much impressed with the importance of this 
grand waterway ; and its magnitude and navigable extent, they feel sure, are not 
fully realised by those who have not had the advantage of a pei’sonal inspection.' 
The impression is at once forced upon one that the extensive and fertile districts 
fringing, or within reach of, this river are seriously handicapped by reason of its 
defective and dangerous entrance to the sea. With a “ good bar ” all goes well; but, 
as is often the case, when the negotiation of the bar by even the shallow-draught 
steamers and sailing vessels that run there is difficult or impracticable, trade suffers, 
goods deteriorate in value, the market is often lost, and a general disturbance of 
trade and domestic arrangements ensues. The Committee had, therefore, to consider : 
Is the present state of affairs to continue, or, is it not advisable to carry on a work 
which, according to the expert evidence, promises to make the entrance to the river 
navigable in almost any weather.

The question then resolves itself into a determination as to the best mode of 
improving the' means of communication, and a justification or otherwise for the 
expenditure of a large sum of money upon the work. The Committee fully 
considered the question of a possible connection with Trial Bay by railway, and the 
various suggestions for improving the approach to the Macleay, and they came to 
the conclusion that the improvement of the river entrance is the mode of relief 
which upon all grounds commends itself to favourable consideration. With regard 
to the Departmental scheme, it seems to be preferable to the proposal to improve the 
Grassy Head entrance, for the seven reasons advanced in the Bcportof the Bngineer- 
in-Chief for Public Works, and for reasons of economy. Although the work cannot 
be looked upon as directly reproductive, it is amply proved that the Macleay Biver 
district is one of the most favoured for agricultural purposes in the Colony. With 
better means of communication, it and its resources would become better known, and 
as a consequence there would be a large influx of population. The evidence as to 
the capabilities of the district is most encouraging, and although at infrequent 
intervals floods have caused temporary loss, the seasons generally are reliable, the 
rainfall copious, and the soil most fertile, the maize crop averaging from 50 to 60 
bushels to the acre, and in some places yielding phenomenal returns. The dairying 
industry is rapidly increasing, cattle breeding is largely carried on, and the people as 
a whole are reputed to be in a prosperous condition. The one thing required to 
advance the interests of those already in the district and to attract many others is a 
more reliable means of communication. *

The Committee have had, as in other cases, the opportunity of seeing the 
effect of works already in progress; and although for some reasons, perhaps, it 
might have been better had their investigation taken place before the project was 
commenced, on the other hand the works so far carried out have proved an object 
lesson of great value as to the effect of construction of training walls. So far, the 
scour thereby created has done good work, and although at the time of the Committee’s 
visit the entrance to the river was more circuitous than prior to the recent 
“ Maitland ” gale, the evidence shows that since the opening of the entrance and 
its subsequent improvement it has been used almost exclusively by the vessels 
trading to the Macleay, and delays have not been frequent or prolonged.

A perusal of the evidence will show that there are varying opinions as to the 
power of the scour to entirely dispose of the sand at the end of the proposed training 
walls. Some witnesses urge that the sand will not getaway, while the Departmental 
evidence is to the effect that the proposed scheme has been thoroughly thrashed out, 
that the sand will be distributed, and that a very good entrance will be obtained.

Having regard to the fact that the conditions are quite changed since Sir 
John Coode reported on the Macleay Biver entrance at Grassy Head, that the works 
so far carried out at the new entrance appear to have been beneficial, and that the 
general feeling of the residents of the district is in favour of the present proposal, 
and that the responsible Governmental officials are strongly of opinion that the 
scheme will be a success, your Committee are of opinion that the works already 
commenced should be completed at the further estimated cost of £93,000.

CHABLES A. LEE,
Kempsey, 7th June, 1898. ' Chairman.
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MINUTES OF EYIDENCE.

HAEBOUE WORKS AT MACLEAY RIVER.

[TA-KEISr BEFORE THE SECTIOHjOlL COMMITTEE.]

MONDAT, G JUNE, 1898.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Kempsey, at 10 a.mi]

$t£S£ni:— .
CHARLES ALFRED LEE, Esq. (Chaiemah).

TlieHon. Chahles James Robekts, C.M.G. I Hexrx Clarke, Esq.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. | Frauk Farnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Harbour AVorks at Macleay River.

David Houison, District Engineer in Charge Macleay, Camden Haven, and Hastings districts, sworn,
' and examined :— ‘

1. Chairman.^ Your liead-quarters are at Trial Bay ? Yes.
2. Are you acquainted with the recommendations for the improvement of the Macleay made by Sir John 
Coode ? I have seen the plans.
8. His report contained four proposals ? Yes.
4. He favoured the Grassy Head proposal, known as the No. 1 scheme ? Yes.
5. To that there was an aiternative scheme P Yes.
G. If that scheme had been carried out where would the entrance have been ? Between 3 and 4 miles 
south of Grassy Head, and slightly north of the present entrance.
7. His first scheme would haim cost £382,192 ? Yes.
8. The cost of schemes 2, 3, and 4 was not worked out ? No.
9. AYould the No. 3 scheme have given an entrance about the position of the present entrance ? No • we
are less than 4 a mile further north. ’
10. AY by did Sir John Coode select that site for an entrance was there any creek or other opening there
at the time ? JNo. j r &
11. Then what led him to make the suggestion ? I think that he made that suggestion because, if earriec 
out, it Avould hai^e given the river a straight run from Rainbow Reach.
12. There was no indentation in the beach there? Not that I know of.
13. The No. 4 scheme would have given an entrance still further south of the present entrance ? Yes
close to the south-west rocks. ’
14. How far is the present entrance from the old entrance at Grassy Head ? About 6 miles.*
In. How far is it from the top of Shark Island, where the diversion of the river commences to the ole 
entrance P About 7 miles.
1G. And to the new entrance ? About 14 miles to the ocean.
1Y When did you begm the work °f making the new entrance? I finished the survey in November 
J-bJo, and 1 was about tour months making it. I made a comnlete survey of the whole of the new 
entrance. *
18. Sir John Coode’s report was made in January, 1891 ? Yes.
19. Prior to your survey had anv of the departmental officers been sent up to report on this schemer 
les ; Mr. Carleton had been up here.

tv a n0t ^r' ^>rice a^so.com.e ? Yes ; he was here during the big floods. 
entrance1?0* YeT t0gether in<luirc illt0 tlie agitation going on for the improvement of the Grassy Head

22. Was it not after hearing the representations made by the residents, and the consideration of these
proposals that he reported m favour of the new entrance? I do not think the new entrance was reported 
upon until Mr. Carleton came up here, just before I made my survey. They at one time intended to close 
the entrance to Spencer s Creek. My. survey was subsequent to Mr. Price’s visit. Mr. Price hadnothino 
to do with the recommendation of the new entrance. °
23. Who recommended it ? Mr. Carleton. •
24. He was there twice ? Yes.

^ 0ne Tear ^ ■^° > I noi' think so. I only came here in May 1895
dHWnt n r®port®d iu D^ember, 1892 ? Yes, and again in 1895. The river was then under
different conditions from its present condition.
27. It .was in consequence of the report made by Mr. Carleton that the Department decided to try if the
new' entrance could be made use of ? Yes. J
28. You thereupon made a survey ? Yes.
29. In what year did you commence actual work? In April 1896

*22 (a)—A

D. Houison. 

6 June, 1898.

30.
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D. Houison. 30 Wliat was the state of the river then ? The lower bar was very had at that time, and there was onlv 
- \ 3 ft. 9 in. at the new entrance. Steamers had been in there before, but it was not until we commenced 

6 June> 1898-work that they came infrequently. The “Burrawong” came in frequently while we were working there, 
before anything had been done outside at all. She used to go round the back of Spencer s Creek, and 
follow up the edge of Shark Island. She came through the channel wre have now closed. ‘
31. To get out at the new entrance P Tes.
32. Have Mr. Hickson and Mr. Darley seen this place ? Tes.
33. Did Mr. Hickson see it before the decision of the Board of Reference was come to ? I think not.
34i. The river cut this opening of its own accord ? Tes. _
35. What was the amount of the first vote for improving the new entrance ? £15,000.
30. What was the first work you commenced ? Gfetting the stone across on to the neck of land that we 
have cut off. Of course, the first money was spent in making a tramway, to get as much stone as we could 

■ on to the other side before we cut through. At the same time the bank of sand blocking Spencer s Creek
was being formed.
37. What was the cause of your anxiety to close that creek ? To throw more water through the entrance. 
As the dredge made a cutting we followed up with stone.
38. And eventually you got the stone right across Spencer’s Creek ? Tes.
39. What was the immediate result of that work ? A considerable improvement of the bar. There was
a very heavy spit in the middle of the channel, and it was almost wholly removed. The main channel 
originally ran out east from the point of the commencement of the present w7ork on the southern side. 
Now it runs out more to the north-east. .
40. Were you carrying out any other work then ? Then we started on with the wall on the south side.
41. Where does the wall on the south side commence, above the wharf or below it ? Above the wharf.
42. I suppose you put the wharf there ? Tes ; after the wall was made. .
43. Bor the convenience of the work, not for public use ? Bor the convenience of the work, to enable
us to land heavy goods there. _
44. What was the effect of the work on the northern side ? We started dredging from. Spencer’s Creek 
dowm towards the mouth, and as we cut in we lined the bank with stone to prevent erosion. We carried 
14 or 15 feet of water with it all the way. and the channel is 2 feet deeper now.
45. Is there any sign of silting up ? No; there was a slight sign of silting a little above the wharf,
but that has gone awray now.
46. Did you confine the whole of your attention to that side then ? Tes.

. 47. Did you continue dredging at the same time ? Tes. _
48. Tou got as far north-east then as you could get with the dredge ;—did that bring you into sufficiently
deep water? Tes. #
49. Is that why you ceased dredging there ? No ; we commenced dredging another 100 feet of width. 
We did not need to dredge any further down the channel.
50. Then you got a sufficiently wide channel for vessels to use? Tes.
51. Now for the southern wall;—when did you start it ? I cannot tell you the exact date, but it was six 
or eight months after the work commenced.
52. What depth of water had you when you commenced ? We had 16 feet of wrater at the end of the wall.
53. What have you to-day ? From 21 to 23 feet.
51. Tou then had a sandbank to contend with ;—what was the action of the water on that bank as you 
proceeded with the wall ? It cut the bank away.
55. Did you carry 15 feet of water with you? We have 15 feet of water alongside the wall now.
56. Did you carry that depth with you as the wall proceeded ? Tes.
57. Will you mark upon the map the point where the proposed southern breakwater will terminate ? 
About 1,200 feet from the present working.
58. Are you satisfied that that will be sufficiently far for it to go ? I think so. We have 35 feet of 
water out of 300 feet.
59. But you also have a sandbank to cross, and there is a wreck lying in the channel ? The wreck is 
just inside the line of wall.
60. As you carried out the southern wall you carried out the sand on the southern side of it as well ? 
The sand followed out the wall on the south side.
Cl. Do you expect that it will follow the wall right to its terminal point ? No ; because there will be a 
much larger area to fill up.
62. But it is only a matter of time when that space will be filled up ? Tes.
63. When the wall reaches its terminal point will you be able to spill the sand out into a current that 
will carry it north ? Tes.
64. Is not the current considerably influenced by Trial Bay ? No. At times I have seen it set to the 
south, and at other times I have seen it set to the north. There is no continuous current there.
65. There is no fear of creating a sandbank out beyond the breakwater ? I do not think so.
66. Tou will carry the northern breakwater out abreast of the southern breakwater? Tes.
67. And when you have a complete scour there is nothing that will prevent the sand from being taken 
well out into deep water ? I think not.
68. Taking a line from the wharf, and running up the river on the eastern side, there is there at the 
present time a large area shown on the plan as solid land upon which trees are growing ? That land has 
all been cleared.
69. How much of it has been dredged away ? About 250 feet out of 750 feet. We are going to take 
off another 100 feet, so that then we shall have about one-half of it dredged away. The channel wrill 
then be 350 feet wide.
70. What depth of water do you expect to get in that channel? Fourteen feet.
71. That will be a sufficient depth for the ordinary steamers ? Tes.
72. Will 350 feet be a sufficient width ? Quite.
73. What is your reason for not making the channel 750 feet wide ? I have not been instructed to make 
it wider than 350 feet.
74. What has been the effect of the current on the solid land on the eastern side of the channel ? A 
great deal of erosion takes place after the dredge cuts through.

2 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.
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7G. AVill the current take all that soil away ? If it does it will not matter, because we shall have stone
D. Houison.-

encroaches on that ^ June> 189^-laid further to the east, which will drop into place and form a bank as the 
side. ■
77. By the present scheme the scour of the Clybucca water will be lost ? Not quite.
78. Clybucca Creek will enter the main river considerably below the new entrance ? Yes.
79. Consequently you will lose the influence of that water ? To a certain extent.
80. Have you any scheme for the diversion of the Clybucca water? None has been put forward yet, but 
it has been talked of.
81. You are aware that Sir John Coode expressed himself strongly against No. 3 scheme, because it would 
lose the influence of the Clybucca water? Y’es.
82. The Engineer-in-Chief is of opinion that it is not necessary to use the Clybucca water, and that if it 
should become necessary in future that water could be used ? Yes; a channel could be dredged across 
the head of Shark Island.

■83. Would not the water of Clybucca Creek still go out at tbe Grassy Head opening? No, because it 
will be shorter for it to come through that cutting. We draw that water now for nearly 3 miles.
84. Do you think that as the new opening is widened and deepened you will draw still more of that 
water? Yes.
85. Will you not always have serious trouble from an engineering point of view because of the two 
entrances to this river ? That is a drawback.
86. I presume that it is unavoidable ? Well, we have three openings now.
87. Where is the third opening? A little more than a quarter of a mile to the north of the new entrance. 
It was very nearly closed up last time I saw it.
88. It would be idle to think of closing up either the Grassy Head entrance or the new entrance ? I think 
we can hold our own without closing the Grassy Head entrance.
89. You must always lose scour while the Grassy Head opening remains ? Yes ; though at present we 
have too much scour. We are in a transition state now, and with big tides the sand is always in motion, 
both in and out.
90. Is not this the position—that so much work has been done at the new entrance that it is absolutely 
necessary that the scheme should be completed, or that it should be abandoned ? I do not see any 
necessity for abandoning it.
91. If it were decided to improve the Grassy Head opening all your work would be lost ? Yes.
92. To make the Grassy Head opening a good one the new entrance would have to be filled up ? Yes.
93. The new entrance has affected the Grassy Head entrance ? No doubt.
94. Do you regard the stone that you are now using as suitable for the work ? I think that it is the best 
stone on the coast without exception.
95. Are you of opinion that there is sufficient of it ? The quarries will yield twice as much as we want.
96. At the present time you have not the complete appliances for carrying out these works ? No.
97. Is the work being done by contract or by day-labour ? By day-labour.
98. AVhat is it costing you ? Up to the end of the last year it cost 3s. 6d. a ton, paying for all the plant
on the ground, and the assistance we give to the dredge in supplying manual labour and so on. ■
99. You do not know the cost of the stone per ton apart from the dredging ? About Is. 4d. apart from 
the cost of plant, buildings, and everything else.
100. That would be the stone for the southern v'all ? All the stone for both walls.
101. If the northern breakwater is carried out you will have to use very large-stone there ? Yes
102. AVill you be able to place stone in position in the northern wall as cheaply as in the southern wall ? 
No, because it will have to be punted to the northern wall.
103. AYhat will be the difference in cost ? I think not more than Is. a ton. The cost of the southern 
wall will be reduced considerably when we get new appliances for handling the stone.
104. Do you know upon what prices the estimate put before us has been based ? 4s. 6d. a ton for the
breakwater, and 3s. 6d. a ton for the other walls.
105. Is the estimate a sufficient one ? It is a full estimate. The cost of the other wmlls will be less than 
3s. 6d. a ton.
106. AYill it not be necessary for you to dredge the whole of the channel between the proposed walls in 
order to give a speedy exit to flood waters ? It is my intention to give a sufficient exit for flood water.
107. Do you not think that that is a very important feature of the work ? The whole of that channel will 
be dredged eventually, but I do not know what the Engineer-in-Chief’s present intention is in regard to it. 
.108. The erosion of the river banks here is very great ? Yres.
109. .And the river is subject to very heavy floods ? Y’es.
110. Do you not think that it will be necessary to make the entrance sufficiently wide to allow of the 
flood-wmters passing out as quickly as they passed out through the old entrance ? 1 should prefer to see it.
111. Do you not think that that is necessary ? Well, the ground there is very low. My instructions are 
to make the channel 350 feet wide.
112. No one can form the same valuable opinion upon the river as yourself ;—wo should like to have your 
opinion on the point? I should like to see it done.
113. You think that it would be a protection? In more ways than one. If part of the channel is left 
undredged, the gradual erosion will give us so much more sand to deal with on the bar.
114. But do you not think that, having altered the course of the river, you are bound to give a sufficient 
opening for the proper discharge of the flood-water ? Our present opening is much larger thau the 
Grassy Head opening ever was.
115. May not the flood-water cut through at the bar, or round the head of Shark Island ? I do not think 
so. There is very high ground at the point of Shark Island.
116. If another entrance was cut alongside the present entrance, would it not seriously injure your work ? 
Ybs.
117. Therefore, do you not think that, as a matter of safety, the channel at the newr entrance should he 
dredged to its full width? That is what I should prefer.
118. AVhat would it cost to dredge it out to a sufficient width to give a proper exit for flood-water? I 
could hardly tell you. The dredging is altogether a separate matter.

119.
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D. Houison, 119. I presume that you do not anticipate underlying rock ? Iv o. We have been down outside 36 feet 
s with the “ Jupiter,” we have been down 30 feet with piles, and in the channel we have been down 30 feet. 

6 Jone, 1898. 12O. You anticipate that once you are able to create a proper scour, the water will do everything for 
you ? Yes. _ .
121. There is not likely to be any additional expense required for the removal of rock ? No ; there will
be no rocks to remove. _
122. Do you see any ditEculty in connection with this proposal ? No. _ _
123. Do you see any weak point in it that could be improved ? I do not think there is any improvement
that I could suggest at the present time. _
124. Are you prepared to assure the Committee that if the works are carried out as designed they will 
give the desired effect ? I think they will.
125. What depth of water will vou then have ? Fourteen feet at the bar.
126. And how much inside ? Sixteen or 18 feet.
127. AVill vou have a crossing inside ? I do not think so.
128. There will be only the bar to contend with ? Yes. The only place where we could have a crossing 
would be where the river widens out at the top of Shark Island.
129. What depth will you have at high water ? At ordinary spring tides, 19 feet. We have had higher 
tides, but the ordinary spring rise is 5 feet. The rise of tide varies with the season. AVe have had as 
small a rise as 2 feet.
130. You feel pretty certain that you will be able to get and to maintain a depth of 14 feet at low water?
I do not see anything to prevent it. ^
131. And you do not anticipate that any new difficulties will be created? No.
132. If the work is successful, larger vessels will be able to trade here than come to the river now?. .Yes.
133. Can you give the Committee any information in regard to the flooding of certain lands in theyicinity 
of the new entrance, which it is stated occurs because of the entrance having been made ? The tidal rise 
is now a foot higher than it was before the new opening broke out, and I have had to raise work in the vicinity 
of Clybucca to prevent the water from flowing over the Clybucca flood-gates. These flood-gates were

. designed to meet the original condition of the river, but since they were made I have had to put in an 
’ 8-inch plank to provide against the increased rise of tide. The Clybucca work was done just about the 

time that we commenced at the new entrance.
134. As soon as the river cut its way through at the new entrance higher tides set in ? Yes.
135. Do you know' if any farms have been inundated by this increased rise of the tide ? I have heard 
complaints about some of the low-lying land being covered, and the corn destroyed with salt-water. .
136. You repudiate the idea that this inundation has been caused by your works ? AVcll, the opening of 
the new entrance was the act of Providence.
137. AVas this land subject to tidal inundation before the new cut was made ? No, I do not think so, but 
I have only been here three years.
138. Do you attach much importance to this damage? Notin comparison with the general benefit obtained
by the whole community. #
139. Are you of opinion that, whatever precautions may have to be taken to overcome this difficulty, you 
can make no alteration in your works ? No alteration at all.
140. If it is necessary to insure the prosperity of the people on this river that the proposed works be carried 
out then, however unfortunate the position of those whose lands have been flooded may be, it must be 
recognised that that position is due to natural causes ? Yes.
141. If larger vessels are attracted to the river, will a very great outlay be necessary for the dredging of 
the river to enable them to come as far as Kempsey ? I do not think so. All the dredging that is done 
on the river at the present time is done to what w7e consider 10 feet at low-water, which really means 12 
or 14 feet.
142. Is there any place near the entrance where large vessels could safely lie and take in cargo ? Yes,
Jerseyville. , _ _
143. The question of dredging the river to a greater depth is one to be dealt with in the future? Yes, it 
is quite a future consideration.
144. Mr. Trickett?^ You have read the Departmental Report on the scheme 1 Yes.
145. In that Report, page 3, the following reasons are given for the construction of the new entrance : —

(1) A much more sheltered entrance than the present one.
(2) At least 10 miles less steaming on the round trip Sydney to Kempsey.
(3) The saving in dredging in consequence of the unstable portion of the river not being required in the new scheme.
(4) The saving of about 10 miles of training-walls over the above length.
(5) Increased scour on the new bar due to tidal flow and flood discharge in consequence of the decrease in length of river

channel.
(6) The saving in haulage of all stone used in the work. It is more than probable the stone will be obtained from

Kudder's Hill, which is within a mile of the new entrance.
(7) A smaller and cheaper class of stone required in the breakwaters in consequence of the sheltered position, and a less

length of breakwaters to that required at Grassy Head.
Do you agree with those reasons ? Yes.
146. AVere you examined before the Board of Experts who inquired into this matter ? No.
] 47. Rut your investigation and experience here lead you to adopt the reasons I have read? Yes.
148. Sir John Coode strongly advocated the improvement of the Grassy Head entrance;—have the 
circumstances altered since he made his report ? Considerably, because of the break-out.
149. AVhen he reported the only opening was at Grassy Head? Yes; but there was a blind channel at 
south-west Rocks.
.150. Since the new entrance has been made have the vessels used the old entrance at all ? Yes ; but not 
for a long time.
151. How long is it since they ceased to use the old entrance ? I think about six months.
152. Is the channel inside the old entrance of less depth than it was? It is just the same as when I 
examined it twelve months ago—that is the crossing ; but inside the bend, after you jiass Razorback, it 
is much shallower because of the encroachment of the sand spit.
153. Has not that entrance been affected by the new entrance? Yes. The new entrance takes xvater
away from the old entrance. The crossing inside Razorback has been dredged repeatedly, but it fills up 
again almost immediately. ' 154.
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154. At Grassy Head there is not only a bar to cross, but there is a circuitous channel to follow after
wards ? Yes. The water will persist in taking a curve right round the western side. A straight 
channel has been cut through, but it will not remain.
155. ISo works of a permanent character have been undertaken at the Grassy Head entrance ? Nothing 
beyond dredging. Most of the dredging on the river was done at Pisherman’s Bend, which had to be 
dredged after every flood.
156. I suppose that if the new opening had not broken out the cost of improving the Grassy Head 
°Pen.lnS would have been a rather severe handicap for the district ? Yes ; it would have been almost 
prohibitive.
157. We have been told by Mr. Darley that the cost of improving the new entrance will amount to 

, £>108,000, including what has already been spent;—have you checked those figures? No. Those are
entirely Departmental figures.
15S. Do you think that the new opening will give a sufficient outlet for flood-water? I think so, 
especially while the Grassy Head entrance remains open.

. 159. Although at the present time the land near the new entrance is occasionally slightly flooded ? Of 
course, it will take a certain amount of time to carry off the flood-water. The water must accumulate to 
a certain extent. .

D

6

an<^ ^.0W sufficient to keep the new entrance navigable, or will the aid of
the flood-waters be required occasionally ? The bar will be all the better for the scour of the flood-waters 
occasionally; but the tidal scour will be sufficient to keep the channel good.
161. Do you think that in the absence of floods the bar will silt up ? I do not think so ; but after a flood 
there will be more water on the bar.
162. What is the depth of water on the bar at the present time? Seven feet was the depth shown by 

. the latest sounding. Originally there 'were only 3 feet 9 inches.
163. Captain Taplin said that the depth of w'ater on the new bar wras 4 feet at low tide ? It is 7 feet 
now. Mr. Carleton and I went out and got 11 feet.
161. Why does the bar crossing, instead of going straight out, go to the north-east, almost at right angles 
to the entrance ? . That is because of a heavy south-east gale which we had about the 5th of last month. 
jNow'-the crossing is showing a tendency to come back to its original position. We always had bad bars 
on the coast m .June, because of the prevalence of south-east weather then. The bar crossing at the 
Macleay never went so far north before ; but we had not had a south-east gale. ’
165 When were the last soundings taken ? I could not tell you the exact date. I got 7 feet when Mr. 
Carleton was here, less than two months ago ; 11 feet was the actual sounding, but there was arise ofthe 
tide of slightly over 4 feet. .
ict” s*:ea™er8.0^efl been bar-bound since they have been using the new channel ? Yery seldom.
16'-Mr. Carleton, in his evidence, said distinctly that there was no silting up in the bay, whereas Captain 
Caplin said that the bay was silting up? The following table shows the depth of water in Trial Bay, at 
various points opposite the breakwater, in the years 1893, 1896, and 1898:—

Distance from starting-point 
of breakwater. 700 ft. sob ft. 000 ft. 1,000 ft. 1,100 ft. 1,200 ft. 1,300 ft.

]S93 ..............Depth
1896 .............. ,,

30 ft. 9 in. 32 ft. 32 ft. 6 in.

32 ft.’’9 in!

33 ft. 9 in.
34 ft. 9 in. 
36 ft. 6 in.

36 ft. 3 in. 
38 ft. 6 in.

38 ft. Sin. 
37 ft. 9 in.1898 .............. „ 31 ft. 9 in. 31 ft. 3 in. 34 ft. 6 in.

Inside the breakwater itself there are about 18 inches more sand than there were five years ago. when the 
survey was made. At the wharf which adjoins the breakwater there is a depth of 16 feet atTthe present 
time.
168. Do you agree with Mr. Carleton that there has been no silting up ? I cannot say whether there has 
been a silting up, because I have taken no soundings in the bay. These soundings are taken every three 
years, and I am just about to take new soundings.
169. You do not see any difference in the bay ? No. The soundings I have read were taken for the
purpose of seeing whether steamers could come to the wharf at the breakwater. So far as we sounded 
there had been no silting up. '
170. Have you had anything to do with the harbour works on the Eichmond or on the Clarence? No.
171. Can you point to any work similar to the proposed work which has been successful ? The works at
the Clarence are the only works that I can mention. ■
172. Have you considered what effect the closing of the Grassy Head entrance will have upon vested
interests there ? I could not offer any opinion upon the subject further than to say that the droghers 
will be able to go to that part of the river just as they go there at the present time. &
173. Your observation would enable you to say whether the settlement on that part of the river compares 
in number and importance with the settlement higher up the river ? There are very few people near the

. Grassy Head entrance. There is one saw-mill there, but the proprietor told me some time a°-o that the 
timber was getting very scarce. ° •
174. Do you think that the proposed breakwaters are likely to suffer from heavy storms ? No.
175. What makes you think that? My knowledge of the'work that has been'done, and the experience
we have had at Trial Bay. The Trial Bay breakwater is broadside on to the waves, and withstands the 
whole force of the sea. Here, the breakwaters will be end on to the sea, and we are usin<* stone of the 
same specific gravity as the Trial Bay stone, and wo can get it in any sized blocks. °
176. Have you considered how the range of the sea would affect the new entrance ? We have a slio-ht
range within the channel now ; but it does no harm to the work, and we are gradually increasing the size 
ot the stone we are using as we go out. &
177.. When your bar improves, and the crossing goes straight out, will there not be a danger of the waves 
coming up the channel with sufficient force to injure the works ? No ; it is only during exceptionally 
high tides that there will be any danger. We have not lost any stone at the new entrance yet, although 
the water has been over the railway line. . °
178. I suppose the completion of these works will take a considerable time ? About five years from now
We have already been two and a half years at work. ’
179. Do you think that the whole of the proposed works are necessary ? Yes.
180. And nothing less ? No. 181.
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D. Houison. jg!. Up to the present time £15,000 has been expended? Tes.
182. And it is proposed to expend £93,000 more ;—do you think that the works can be carried out ior that

6 June, 1893. amount? For iesg than that. We are a little ahead of the estimated expenditure now. _
183. Mr. Roberts.] Have you always held the opinion that the best course has been adopted in improving 
the new' entrance instead of the Grassy Head entrance? Certainly.
184. You have never had any doubt upon the point ? No.
185. Is the fact that the flood-waters empty themselves into the sea at the new entrance fair evidence that 
the proper site has been adopted ? That is a good indication. The new entrance gives the shortest course
to the sea. -w- -l
18(5. Have not the flood-waters frequently broken out before at other places lowrer down.'' les ; but at 
this place w7e have solid land behind us. Where the other break-outs occurred there is only sand, and the 
water may cut through there again at any time.
187. "Would not an opening at the south-west rocks be more sheltered than the new entrance. \A © hare 
borings which show that you could not get more than 11 feet there without coming to the rock. Before 
this proposal was decided upon, I was directed to take two sets of borings one at a place a little nearer 
to the rocks, and the other in the position of the present entrance.
188. What was the result of your investigation? The present scheme was adopted._
189. Were you the first to suggest this opening? No; Mr. Carleton and myself went out and took 
soundings across the bar before he reported.
190. Would the deepening of the south-west channel be a very expensive matter ? Yes ; there are bars ot
rock running through it in every direction, and there are pinnacles of rocks sticking up. Then, too, that 
channel will be very circuitous. _
191. Would that prevent you from getting as good a scour as you get now? No; but we should have
rock all the way. There have been no borings taken close to the south-west rocks, but the headland there 
is very rocky and the opening never keeps open for any length of time. _
192. Did not Sir John Coode mention in his report that if the No. 3 scheme were adopted it would cost 
as much as the No. 1 scheme ? Ido not remember. I do not think that any estimate was made of

193. In a statement laid before the Committee Mr. Hickson referred to a portion of Sir John Coode’s 
report, in which the cost of Schemes 3 and 4 is spoken of as fully equal to the cost of Scheme 1 ? I 
cannot see how that would be, because 8 or 9 miles of training-wall would be saved.
194. Have you made any estimate of what it would cost to bring in the Clybucca water? No. .
195. Does the Department expect to get all the scour required at the new entrance with the assistance of 
the Clybucca water ? Tes ; during big tides we draw water from there for a distance of 3 miles.
193. In Sir John Coode’s report it is mentioned that the Clybucca water could not be diverted through 
the new fair-way unless at a great cost? The cost would not be very great. It is merely a matter of
dredging. , . .
197. Sir John Coode says distinctly that it would cost a great deal to bring the Clybucca water into the 
new fair-way ? I do not think that it would. I do not place much reliance upon the Clybucca water 
myself. No great volume of water comes down that creek except during heavy floods. Ior the ordinary 
scour the Clybucca water is almost useless.
198. Tou regard it as unimportant? Tes. .
199. The total estimated cost of Mr. Darley’s complete scheme is £218,000 as against £332,000 for Sir
John Coode’s scheme ? Tes. .

. 200. Do you feel satisfied that Mr. Darley’s scheme will give as satisfactory a result as Sir John Coode s
scheme would have given? I think a more satisfactory result.
201. And there will be a great saving in cost? Tes. _ _ ,
202. Therefore, one of the great points in the recommendation of the Departmental scheme is its 
economy ? Yes ; the proximity of a large supply of stone is a great help to us.
203. Is there an almost inexhaustible supply of stone close to the new entrance ? Tes. _
204. Could not stone have been obtained close at hand if the No. 1 scheme had been carried out? The
stone there is not as good as the stone we are using. It is slate}'. _ _ _
205. Was there not a proposal to construct a tramway from Jerseyville to Trial Bay ? I have seen it in
print, but I do not know anything about it. t
20(5. Do you think that would be of any advantage to the people on the Macleay ? It would be of no good 
to them at all that I can see.
207. Is the country through which the proposed tramway would go level ? No ; it is rather hilly.
208. I suppose the use of such a tramway would necessitate a double handling of goods? Yes; the 
goods would have to be taken down the river by droghers, then put on to the tramway, and then taken 
from the tramway to the steamer.
209. Sir John Coode seems to have been influenced in favour of the No. 1 scheme by what he terms the 
“ sand travel” along the beach ;—he pointed out that the sand passing northward along the beach would be 
likely to give considerable trouble at any of the other openings suggested for consideration? Tes; with 
the exception of proposed opening, No. 4, which, of course, would be under the headland at the south
west rocks.
210. Will your entrance be affected by the sand ? I do not think the sand travels north, and I have known
the flood-waters to have quite a southerly trend. It all depends upon the direction of the wind. By 
means of floats placed in the bay, we have ascertained that there is no distinct northerly trend. _
211. Sir John Coode says in his report: “The experience of the Department in dealing with the various 
entrances along the coast leads to the belief that there is less cause for apprehension on this point than 
would at first appear. It is well known that the bars debouching at a south head are better than those 
of a north head” ? That does not always hold. We have a bad bar at the Hastings now, although that 
opening has a south head.
212. Is it impossible to form a fixed opinion upon the subject ? Tes ; it all depends upon the direction of
the wind. _
213. In your experience of the old entrance has the bar been constantly changing ? Tes ; and there are
two crossings. The crossings were the greater trouble there. One crossing was inside, between the twp 
knobs that they call Grassy Head, while the other crossing still further inside has been a permanent source 
oftrouble. - , 214.
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214. But once inside the river you have always got deep water ? No; there is only 7 feet of water now D. Houison.
at low tide. /—
215. Is not that because you do not dredge there now ? ~We have not dredged there for a considerable 6 June, 1898. 
time, but there is the same quantity of water upon the crossing now as there was a short time after we
finished dredging there.
216. The old entrance will shortly cease to be navigable, will it not? It is in the same position now as it 
was in twelve months ago.
217. Will not many settlers between Stuart’s Point and Spencer’s Creek be inconvenienced by the closing 
of the old entrance ? There are no settlers between the points you mention. It is the settlers out back, at 
Unkya and out that way, who complain.
218. Will there still be sufficient water to enable the droghers to get down to Stuart’s Point ? Tes.
219. They will not be put to any extra expense ? I do not think so. .
220. How many settlers are there down there ? I am not aware. There is one saw-mill and the houses 
of the pilot and his men on the river, and there is some settlement at the back.
221. Is there a road by which the settlers can get to the river ? There is a road from Stuart’s Point to 
Clybucca.
222. The Comptroller-General of Prisons informed the Committee that the effect of the Trial Bay break
water had been to shoal up the bay inside it ? His statement is incorrect so far as the result up to the 
present time is concerned.
223. If ever there was a shoaling up it has disappeared ? Just close in underneath the breakwater there 
is sand, but that may be caused partly by the drainage from our works. 200 or 300 feet out from the 
breakwater the soundings give the same depth as we got five years ago.
224. Do you not fear the silting up of sand at the new entrance? No.
225. Is not the new entrance upon all fours with the Bellinger entrance? No; the one opens north
east and the other south-east. In other respects they are similar. There will be a sandbank on each 
side of both of them.
226. Up to the present time the works at the Bellinger have been a decided success ? Tes ; but we are 
not as far advanced here as at the Bellinger. We shall have better conditions here when we are as far 
out as we are there.
227. Has not the steamer “ Burrawong ” been detained at the Heads since Saturday, unable to get out ?
Tes.
228. Is not that because of the insufficient depth of wrater upon the bar ? No ; it is because of the heavy 
sea. The “ Pelican ” went out twice.
229. With what depth of water can theBurrawong ” go out? She has gone out in smooth weather 
when there has been only 8 feet of water.
230. Are there not only 7 feet of water now ? At low tide. At high tide there are from 10 to 11 feet of 
water, but that is insufficient when there is a heavy sea on.
231. She would not be fully loaded ? She was drawing 8 feet this morning. She was within about 
6 inches of her Plimsoll mark then.
232. As a rule, does she not complete her loading in Trial Bay ? She has not done that very often lately.
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Samuel Sheppard, farmer, Eainbow Eeach, sworn, and examined:—
233. Chairman.'] How long have you been living at Eainbow Eeach ? Nearly forty years. S. Sheppard.
234. Mr. Trickeit.] Whereabouts is Eainbow Eeach? It is on the main river, about 2i miles from the ^---- ,
present entrance, and about 2 miles below Jerseyville. ® June, 1898.
235. On which side of the river is your property situated ? On the west bank.
236. Tou have a farm there ? Tes.
237. What do you grow ? Maize. '
238. Do you grow anything else ? I milk cows, but only for my own use.
239. Do you breed pigs? Tes ; and I grow potatoes and other things. Maize is what I send to market
chiefly.
210. Tou have a knowledge of the harbour works that are now being carried on ? Tes ; I am sorry that 
the Government ever went into such a big undertaking, making a storm-channel into a navigable channel.
It has injured, I might say, hundreds of acres of cultivated land upon the Lower Macleay.
211. In what way ? By allowing the salt water to flow over the land, and to destroy the vegetation.
212. When did the salt water first go over the crops ? I think in 1890.
213. That was when the opening broke out ? Tes ; then, after that, when very heavy spring tides came,
the salt water flowed over the cultivated land. A meeting was held at Jerseyville, and we asked the 
Government to put a wall across Spencer’s Creek as high as the tide-level, to prevent the salt water 
from coming up and going over the farms.
214. The damage done by the salt water was caused through the breaking out of the new entrance ?
Tes ; but the more the channel there is dug out, the more damage will be done, because more water will 
come into the river.
245. To what extent has your holding been damaged ? I have 97 acres of land, and my wife has 84 acres. .
Out of that area 30 or 40 acres have been destroyed by the salt water.
246. Does it come over your corn land ? Over part of it.
217. How much corn land has been injured? I suppose about 10 acres.
248. What is the other land—grazing land ? It was grazing land.
249. Has the grass all been killed ? Tes.
250. Do I understand that that land is now useless to you ? There is nothing growing there that the 
cattle will eat.
251. Did any of this flooding occur before the new channel was made ? No ; the land was never flooded
with salt water before. I can show you land upon which gum-trees 3 feet through have been killed by 
the salt water. ,
252. When did that happen ? Since 1890.
253. TV hen did you grow your last crop on the land that has been damaged ? I put crops in, and they 
were destroyed: When we get a heavy spring tide and an easterly wind and sea, the weather is heavier

than
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S. Sheppard. tlian is other times, and many of us are afraid that if there is a good easterly gale now it may des- 
67mel898 ^ 0Ur ^arms'

’ ’ 254. Are you certain that none of this flooding occurred before the new channel was formed? INTot for
hundreds of years. The appearance of the timber will tell you that. We had swampy land, but there 
was fresh water in the swamp. Now all that water is salt.
255. Have the Government works benefited the district generally ? I think that it will cost the Govern
ment £1,000,000 to make a good entrance, the bar runs such a distance out. Of course, since the works 
have been commenced we have never had an easterly gale. A southerly gale does not interfere with the 
place much, because of the shelter given by Smoky Cape.
250. If this is such a bad entrance, why do the steamers and sailing vessels use it instead of the old 
entrance ? Because it has more water.
257. It is a good navigable channel ? Tes; but a dangerous one. It is nothing like the old channel. 
The river is the river, and always will be. There is an opening just below tbe present channel, and in 
1803 two more openings occurred, and before the dredge went to work there was another opening. The 
water was so much divided that none of the openings received the whole run of the tide.
258. Suppose your land were bought back from you at a fair value—I put this only as a supposition—
would you favour the improvement of the new channel ? No. "
2,i9. Tou still think that the old channel would be better? Tes. This entrance will destroy the lower 
part of the Macleay. What are the people down there to do. There are thousands 'of settlers back in 
the bush who have to bring their produce to Stuart’s Point, and there are thousands of feet of timber 
cut there by the saw-mills. How is that timber to be sent away, if the lower part of the river is destroyed. 
There is a beautiful reach of water there from Shark Island. I suppose in is 5 miles long, and is capable 
of holding nearly all the British men-o’-war. The settlement from Unkya, the bead of Warrell Creek, 
Tarrahappini, and other places all goes there. ^
260. How have those people got their produce away to hitherto ? They bring their produce to Stuart’s
Point now. ’
261. Before the new entrance was made, how did their produce go away? It came to Stuart’s Point.
Stuart’s Point is only about 2 miles from the Heads. "
262. They will always have to get their stuff carried bv droghers; but how can it matter to them whether 
it goes to the new entrance or to the old entrance ? If the new entrance is improved, there will be no 
water going out of the old entrance, and there will be no navigation down to Stuart’s Point.
263. The new entrance lets the water of the river escape out to sea more quickly than the old entrance ? 
Tes but it allows more water to come into the river, and that spoils our cultivation. No sooner does 
the tide rise, but the salt water comes on to my land, and on to the land of other people there. If vou 
go down the river you will find nothing but sand and swamp and miserable places. I bave been living 
niton my farm for forty years. I took it up as a selection, and 1 have reared a family of twelve children 
upon it; but if these tides continue I cannot go on.
264. The settlers who go to Stuart’s Point live at Unkya and Allgomera? This diversion of the channel 
affects hundreds.of people, right up to Clybucca Creek. I do not mean to say that all that land will be 
covered by the tide. I know one man down the river, one-third of whose land has been destroyed by the 
tidal water.
265. How long is it since the farmers down there raised this objection ? They raised it about 1892. They 
bad meetings there, and made a request to the Government upon the subject.
266. Are you sure that their complaint was about the flooding of their farms ;—are you sure it was not
because they thought that they would be cut off from communication with a market ? No ; we wanted a 
wall to keep the tide out. ■
267. Did they not put in some kind of claim against the Government for injury to certain vested rights ? 
No; they simply asked that a wall should he put across the creek to prevent the salt water from coming 
up the river. If that wall had been made it would have prevented the tide from rising too high.
268. Tou wanted a sea-wall to prevent the salt water from rising on to your land? 'We wanted a wall 
put across the creek.
269. Do you still want that wall ? Tes ; but we cannot get it now.
270. If that wall were made would it remedy your grievance? Tes; but it would make it impossible 
to use the new entrance.
271. The construction of such a wall would have the effect of stopping the present work ? Tes.
272. How many settlers do you say are affected—fifty ? I suppose there must he.
273. Where were those fifty living? A great many of them reside on Long Beach, on the Clvbucca, and 
from Jerseyville right down to the turn off. All these people arc affected more or less. ^
274. Tour proposal is, that to benefit these fifty settlers, the works should be abandoned ? Tes ; because
I do not think the new entrance will ever be any good. ’

“ PAELIAMEXTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOP.KS.

Prederick William Cox, farmer, Eainbow Beach, sworn, and examined :—
F. W. Cox. 2/5. 2£r. Hoberls?\ How long have you resided at Bainbow Beaeli ? I was born there thirty-three 
/—-'A-——* years ago. .

6 June, 1898. 2/6. How much land have you there? Seventy-three acres. My mother owns it. I have only an 
interest in it. • "
277. How much of it do you cultivate ? About 25 acres.
278. AVhat do you grow ? I grow maize, oats, potatoes, and different things. I am growing about 1,200 
bushels of maize.
279. How much of your land is devoted to maize ? The whole of it. Other crops I grow upon other land.
280. How many acres are devoted to oats, potatoes, and so on? About 2 acres to oats, and probably half 
an acre to potatoes.
281. Do you grow potatoes only for home consumption ? I sell them to anyone who may come alonn-.
282. Do you send potatoes to Sydney ? No. °
283. Do you send oats to Sydney ? No. I only grow them for my own use.
284. Do you send maize to Sydney ? Tes.
285. How many bushels of maize do you get to the acre ? About 50 bushels,' •

283,
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286. AVhat is the average number of bushels obtained per acre—is 50 bushels a fair average ? I stippo'sO ^r- 
it is, but some people set 80 and even 100 bushels to the acre. 100 bushels to the acre is a very „
heavy crop. 6 June’ 1898'
287. Is not the present year a very good one? Not a remarkably good one down the river. The early 
maize is very good, but the late maize has been no good at all.
288. How far is your farm from the new entrance? About a mile, more or less.
289. Has it a frontage to the river ? Tes.
290. AVould your property be between Blind Creek and Spencer’s Creek ? Tes.
291. Does the drogher call at your place for maize ? Tes.
292. AVhere is it shipped on board the ocean steamer ? At different places. Sometimes they take it to 
Jersyville, and at other times they tranship it from Trial Bay.
293. Is Jerseyville the last place of call for the ocean steamer ? Very often the ocean steamer calls at 
my place, because the company have a coaling station there.
294. Have you suffered inconvenience or loss since the harbour works at the new entrance were started ?
Tes.
295. AVill you tell the Committee the nature of that loss ? In 1890 the present entrance broke out, and 
in 1893 two more storm channels broke out to the north of it. After that I found that the tide rose 
higher upon my land. Before the entrance was improved by the dredge I lost about 5 acres of land, but 
since the dredge has cut through I have lost 15 or 18 acres of land. This season 1 had 6 acres of maize 
damaged by the salt water. The tide first came on to that land in November, then again in February, 
and again last month, during the storm in which the “ Maitland ” was wrecked.
296. Have you represented your grievance to the Glovernment ? No. In 1891 we held a meeting at 
Jerseyville, asking the Government to protect our property by making a wall from Rudder’s Hill to the 
point of Shark Island, and we got an answer from Mr. Hickson that the land he was cutting through was 
a salt water flat. Still, our properties were not salt water flats. Salt water flats will not grow maize.
297. Since then has any correspondence taken place between you and your neighbours and the Govern
ment ? No. , J
298. Have you made any representations to Mr. Darley since he took control of the Department? No.
299. Has the loss and damage that you speak of been going on since the new works were started? In 
1890 I found that I lost 5 acres of land, but since the new entrance has been cut through by the dredge 
I have lost 18 acres. Six acres of that was maize land, and the remainder paddock land.
300. AVhen did your second loss take place? In November last.
301. AVhat was the cause of it ? They cut a more direct opening from the ocean into the river.
302. How often does the salt water come upon your land—every tide ? No. Every tide flows over 5 or .
6 acres of it, but with a very heavy storm the tide flows over 15 or 18 acres.
303. Has the salt water flowed over 15 or 18 acres of your land on more than one occasion? Tes; 
upon the three occasions that T have mentioned. As a rule the tides are very high for three or four days 
in succession.
304. Do you look upon the land as permanently' destroyed? Most decidedly, if the salt water cannot be 
prevented from going over it.
305. Have you ceased to cultivate these 18 acres ? Only about 5 or 6 acres were cultivated, and the 
rest of it was valuable for grazing, but there is not a vestige of feed on it now.
306. What would be the length of wall that you would require ? I have never measured.
307. AVouldnot that wall go across the new entrance? Tes; but the Grassy Head entrance would
be left. ' ’ ■ -
308. Mr. Farnell.'] If the wall you speak of were made, the work already done at the new entrance 
would be rendered useless ? T es. The meeting we held in 1891 was before the harbour improvements 
were thought of. I have nothing to say against the proposed works, or against those in charge of them, 
but at the same time they are ruining my land.
309. Have you any proposal to lay before the Committee now for the alleviation of your loss ? The 
only thing that can be done is to put a wall across Spencer’s Creek, and to use the Grassy Head 
entrance.
310. Tou wish to protest against the proposed works because of the loss and inconvenience which you 
and your fellow farmers are suffering? Tes. I am supporting my mother and sisters upon this property, 
and it is very hard for me to be forced to leave it because of its destruction by the salt water.
311. Tou think that the scheme of Sir John Coode for the improvement of the Grassy Head entrance
should have been carried out ? Tes; most decidedly. That entrance served us for many years, and I '
do not see why it should not have been improved.
312. How many settlers will be affected by the carrying out of the proposed works ? I would not like to 
say, but I know fully twenty people who are affected.
313. On twenty different farms ? Tes.
314. AThere are those farms situated ? Between Rainbow Eeach and Long Reach. There are only two 
farms below me on the eastern side of the river.
315. Mr. Triclcett.] How many farms are there below you on the western side of the river ? Three, 
independent of Mr. Rudder’s property. Henshaw, Taylor, and Mrs. Ball all own good properties there.
316. Mr. Roberts^] How far up the river are the farms affected by the salt water ? I cannot say from 
my own observation. I can only tell you what I have heard.
317. How many properties do you know as a matter of fact will bo affected ? The whole of the island 
upon which I am living is affected.
318. How many people live there ? It contains about 900 acres of land. There are fourteen or fifteen 
farms there.
319. And about five more in other places ? Five that I know of, and there may be more. I am told that 
it interferes greatly with the Clybucca Creek people, but I cannot answer for that.
320. How many acres of land are affected in other parts of the river? I do not know.
321. ATould 1,100 acres take iii the whole area that is affected by the salt water ? I think that about 
1,600 acres are affected.
322. Nine hundred acres of which are upon the island upon which you reside, and the rest in other parts
of the river? Tes. , •

*22 {a)—B Timothy
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10 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Timothy Kafferty, farmer, Central Kempsey, sworn, and examined:—
T. Bafferty. 323. Chairman.~\ How long have you been living here ? I lived on the Lower Macleay for twelve or 

fourteen years.
6 June, 1898. 324. How long ago? Twelve or fourteen years. I own property down there, and I go down once and 

again to see it. "
325. Mr. Clarke.'] On what part of the river is your land situated ? At Rainbow Reach.
326. Tou are the owner of the land tenanted by Mr. Henshaw, who wrote to the main Committee asking 
to be examined ? Tes.
327. What is the size of the farm ? About 100 acres.
328. Is it all good land ?• No ; there are 40 or 50 acres of very low land ; but it was good grazing land 
before the new channel opened. Now, however, about 40 acres are quite useless. Not a blade of grass is 
growing there.
329. Tou think that the opening at the new entrance has been detrimental to the land ? Tes.
330. Before the new' entrance was opened, was any of that land flooded by the tide ? Tes, by a high tide
now and again, but only very seldom, perhaps once a year at the most. That did not injure it; but since 
the new channel has been opened it is continually covered with salt water, and not a blade of grass is 
growing on the land. ’
331. Are you sure that none of the land was destroyed before the new entrance was opened ? Tes.
332. Did you make any representations to the Works Department, or to the Government upon the subject ? 
No. I left it to the authorities to do what was right.

' 333. Did your tenant or any of the other people who have been subject to loss through the flooding of
their land, make any representations to the Government ? I do not know ; but I believe they did.
334. Tou do not know what reply they got ? No.
335. Do you approve of the proposed works being carried out ? I approve of the work being carried out 
if people are compensated for the damage done to their property.
336. Tou think that the new entrance is preferable to the old entrance near Grassy Head ? I believe 
that it will be more beneficial to the river. In times of flood the water will get away more quickly.

• 337. Could you give the Committee any information as to the value of the land which you say has been
spoiled ? In my opinion, the land which has been spoiled would be worth £6 or £7 an acre.
338. It is not very valuable land ? No. The lower land is not very valuable, but still it was good grazing 
land.
339. Can you give us information as to other farms which have been destroyed by the overflow of the 
tide? Unless it is Mr. Sheppard’s farm, I cannot, because I have not gone through any of the farms 
there. I have heard a great many complaints, but I do not know of anything of my own knowledge. I 
know that the low-lying land there has suffered.
340. Can you say to what extent? I cannot say to what extent, except in regard to my own property. 
I believe that there are between thirty and forty farms, the lower portion of which has been destroyed by 
salt water.
341. ’What area of land would they comprise ? Krom 40 or 50 acres up to 100 acres or more.
342. Have 1,500 or 1,600 acres been destroyed altogether ? I do not think so.
343. It would be only a small part of the farms that would suffer ? That is all. '
344. Tou cannot say what area has been destroyed? I cannot. I believe that the making of the new 
entrance will be beneficial to the Macleay, but the lower farmers suffer, severely by it.
345. What would you be agreeable to take for your farm in the event of the Government offering to
resume the land ? I know that land is down in value now, but at one time I could get-----
346. Never mind that;—what is the present value of the land ? Well, if I were selling it to-morrow I 
believe I would take £1,500 for it.
347. Ror how many acres ? 100 acres.
348. What is the value of the improvements upon it ? I cannot tell you. I have felled the timber, 
cleared it, and fenced it. I have carried out all the improvements required by law.
349. Chairman.] Tou have already sworn that you value the land which has been destroyed at from £6 
to £7 an acre ? That is the lower land ; the land that is cultivated has a higher value.
350. What do you value the higher land at per acre ? I should value it at about £20 per acre.
351. Has any land been sold in that locality lately? I believe that a farm there was sold lately.
352. What did it fetch ? I cannot tell you.
353. Mr. Clarke..] I understand that your tenant cultivates only 25 acres ? He cultivates more than 
that; but the salt water soaks into a good portion of the high land, and kills the crop. Forty acres have 
been destroyed by salt water—that is, more or less. I have not measured it.
354. Have you anything more to say ? Only this, that since the new entrance was made the rapid run 
of the tide up the river is interfering with the banks very much. It is cutting them away, and they are 
washing into the river very fast.

. 355. Has there not been a washing away of the banks right up and down the river? Tes ; but it has
taken place to a much larger extent since the new entrance was made.
356. Do your remarks apply only to the lowlands ? Tes. Underneath part of the low-lying land is a 
bed of sand. The rush of water washes the sand away, and the banks fall m unless some protection is 
given to them.
357. Tou do not approve of the new entrance altogether ? I approve of the cutting if the people are com
pensated for the loss they have sustained, and if something is done to protect the banks of the lower river.
358. Mr. Trickeit.] As an old resident, do you consider that the new entrance will be better than the old 
one ? I believe so, if the channel can be carried out true ; but I leave that to better head-pieces than mine.

. 359. Chairman^] Tou have owned your land, for twenty-eight years, and you have lived on it for fourteen
years ? Tes. “
360. During that time have you seen more than one opening to the sea made bv the floodwaters of the
river ? Tes. ”
361. When these openings were made, did not the tide come in at them ? Tes ; but not half as much as
it does now. .

. 362. Is it not a fact that part of the 40 acres which you say have been inundated by reason of the new
entrance being made, were inundated during the time you first held the land, twenty-eight years ago ? 
By a high. tide. 363.
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363. Then this land has not been inundated because of the new cut? If one tide came in in a year the T. Eafferty.
water went away again directly. .
364. Every year there are specially high tides, so that, if your land was flooded by one high tide, it would 6 June> 1898. 
be flooded several times ? Well, that may be.
365. Tou admit that part of the 40 acres was inundated twenty-eight years ago ? Tes ; but, nevertheless, 
there used to be good feed for cattle upon it.
366. Tour contention is that more of this land has been inundated since the new cut was made ? Tes.
367. If it came to a question of compensation, you could reasonably claim damage for the destruction of 
40 acres ? What water came on to the land before the works were constructed did not kill the grass there.
368. Is there anything that can be done bytheengineers which will prevent your land from being flooded?
I think so. A dam might be put across the river to prevent it from letting such high tides come in.
369. At what point ? This side of the new cut.
370. Blocking up that arm of the river altogether ? I would leave a way for the steamers to come up.

AYilliam Thomas Byan Sinclair, river pilot, Kempsey, sworn, and examined:—
371. Chairman!] How long have you been in the district ? Thirty-two years.
372. Mr. Farnell!] What avocation do you follow here? I have been trading up and down the river in 
charge of a drogher part of the time, and at other times I have had charge of the tug-boat at the entrance.
373. Tou have not been in the Government service ? No.
374. During the time you have been here you have had a good opportunity to observe the varying condi
tions of the river ? Tes.
375. Tou know what has already been done at the entrance? Tes. At the present time I am engaged
in piloting the opposition boats up and down the river. .
376. Tou know the proposal before the Committee ? Tes.
377; During the time you have been here you have had good opportunities of judging of the facilities of 
navigation afforded at the old entrance ? Tes.
378. Would you mind describing the state of affairs at the Grassy Head entrance before the new channel 
was made ? It was a very difficult channel to navigate.
379. I suppose if weather conditions were against you it was almost impossible to use that entrance ? 
Tes.
380. Have you noticed a great accumulation of sand lately at Grassy Head ? Not down towards Grassy 
Head.
381. What draught of steamers were able to use the Grassy Head entrance? The “Burrawong ” was
about the largest. Before 1893 it was quite blocked up. °
382. What is the greatest depth of water that you have had on the Grassy Head bar ? I have seen as
much as 9 feet there. '
383. What is the least depth ? About 6 feet.
384. ATould that be at high tide ? At low tide. .
385. Do you remember the flood of 1890? Tes.
386. ATas that flood responsible for the new entrance ? I think the present outlet was opened in 1893.
387. Since the new channel has been forced through what has been your opinion as to its suitability for a 
permanent highway ? It is not to be beaten.
388. Tou have watched the progress of the works ? Tes. .
389. Have you watched the effect of the work already completed ? Tes.
390. AVhat conclusion have you arrived at in regard to the efficacy of the work already done? It has 
done a lot of good.
391. Do you think it has increased the depth of water both in the channel and on the bar? Tes.
392. So tha,t steamers can trade now more freely and with less risk than previously ? Its condition is a 
little bit critical at the present time, but until the last gale it was all right.
393. I understand that the conditions which are preventing the steamer from leaving to-day very seldom
occur, and that she would probably be weatherbound no matter what depth of water you ha"d on the bar ? 
Tes. ‘
394. Prom what quarter does the worst weather come for accumulating sand on the bar ? Northerlv and
north-east weather is the worst. " . “
395. What effect has south-east weather on the bar? It would have no effect whatever.
396. Since the construction of the southern training-wall has the sand been accumulated behind it? I
think the sand may make up a little there as the wall goes out. . '
397. I suppose after heavy weather you have two currents ? Tes, a little bit further out. I do not know 
if the current would come in as far as the new entrance.
398. Do you think that it will be necessary to carry out the proposed works in order to make a good
entrance ? Tes. b
399. If the proposed works are carried out, will they be permanently beneficial ? I am confident that
they will be beneficial to the district at large. •
400. Do you think it is necessary in order to remove all chance of a bad bar that the southern or northern 
breakwaters, or any part of them, should be constructed, or would you be satisfied with the works 
proposed ? I think that if the proposed works are carried out it will give a good entrance for all time.
401. Do you think it will be necessary to dredge the main river at all ? I do not think it will be 
necessary to dredge it below Jerseyville.
402. Do you think that the ordinary flow of the tide will act as a sufficient scour ? Tes.
403. Of course, the channel will be all the better if the tidal scour is assisted by the flood-waters ? I
think that the flood-waters are more likely to do harm. In my opinion, the present scour is quite 
sufficient. 1

404. Do you think it is necessary to carry the training-walls out any further than is proposed ? I think 
that if the southern training-wall were carried out 1,000 feet further that would be quite sufficient.
405. It is proposed to continue the southern training-wall to a point a little past the wreck of the 
“ Phillip Palfrey” ? Tes ; that would be about 1,000 feet from where it stops at present.
406. Do you think that that will create a sufficient scour to improve the bar, and perhaps to remove it
altogether ? Tes. 4q7

W. T. B. 
Sinclair.

6 June, 1898.
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407. Have you ever heard complaints from producers in the district as to the inconvenience they have
suffered through not being able to get their produce regularly to market ? Tes.. _ _
408. I suppose at times great losses of perishable products occur because of their irregular communication ? 

’’ 1898' Tes.
409. What will be the effect of these harbour improvements? We shall have a better entrance ; vessels 
of a better class will come here, and they will be able to trade regularly.
410. Will there be any reduction in the rates of freight ? There is not the slightest doubt of that.
411. You think that the steamship companies would reduce their rates if they could carry on a permanently
regular service? Yes. _ _
412. Do you think that a reduction of rates would induce the farmers of the district to put larger areas 
under crop ? I daresay that it would. There is a lot of waste land now that could be occupied. The 
bad bar has been an obstruction to the district ever since I have been here. _
413. It would be a great incentive to production if better communication were given? Yes. _
414. Are areas available for the settlement of a large population in the district ? Yes. There is plenty
of land available for both dairying and farming. _
415. I suppose the products carried away by the steamers are mostly agricultural products—maize in
particular? Yes; maize, pigs, and so forth. _ _
41G. Has any move been made in the dairying industry here ? Yes, it is increasing. _
417. It is quite likely that that industry will be catered for by the ocean-going steamers ? Yes ; and if 
the bar were improved the producers could send their produce to market regularly.
418. It has been suggested as an alternative that Trial Bay should be improved, and that a railway or a 
trannvay should be made from the Macleay to Trial Bay ;—what do you think of that proposal ? I do 
not think that that would meet the requirements of the district so well as the improvement of the river 
entrance. It might do for maize, but it would be of no use for perishable goods.
419. Do you hold the opinion that the less handling products get the less expensive they become, and the 
less likely they are to deteriorate ? Yes.
420. You would not approve of an arrangement which wmuld mean droghing, then transhipment to the 
railway, railwmy carriage, and a second transhipment on to the steamer ? No.
421. Mr. TricJce:t.~\ One or two witnesses have stated that since the improvements at the new' entrance 
were commenced the erosion of the banks on the lower river has been greater than before ? Ido not see 
that this erosion has increased. Of course, the banks are always falling in. The last south-east w'eather 
caused a soakage, and the strong wvash has made the land fall in more than usual. This happens once 
every two or three years.
422. " Do you look upon the erosion of the banks as a matter which should engage the early attention of the 
Government ? It is a matter which might perhaps be looked to. In some parts of the river some 
protection will, I think, be necessary'.
423. Since the new works were commenced have you noticed an improvement at the entrance ? Yes ; 
and I think we have had the best bar that we have ever had, with the exception of one time about 1874 
or 1875, when Eazorback was closed altogether. We had a straight out channel then, and a good depth.
424. That was only for a short period ? Bor a couple of years, I think.
425. Is it within your knowledge that since these works have been commenced fewer vessels have been 
bar-bound ? I think so.
420. How' do you account for the fact that at the present time the bar-crossing takes a turn to the 
northw'ard ? I think the wreck lying near the channel is to a great extent the cause of that.
427. Do you think that it will be necessary for the Government to get rid of that wreck ? Yes ; the bar 
will then, 1 think, take a straight course again.
428. Chairman.'] What is the cost of droghing produce to Jerseyville ? The opposition company do not 
employ droghers. The steamers do all their own droghing.
429. Is the charge to the shipper the same whether his produce is put on board the steamer direct, or is 
droghed down the river ? Yes.
430. What is the charge ? lOd. or lO^d. a bag for maize. I think that is the universal charge along the 
river.
431. What is the charge for pigs ? It varies according to their size from about Is. to as much as 
3s. 6d. each.
432. Is 5s. ever charged ? That wmuld be an exceptional charge.
433. Do your steamers go for maize to the higher parts of the river ? Last week the Wyoming wrent up 
to Green Hills.
434. What draught is she ? Seven feet six inches.
435. What is the height of her masts ? I cannot tell you.
430. Will it be an inconvenience if vessels of that description are prevented from going above Kempsey ? 
I do not think so, because the droghers can bring everything down to them there.
437. When the bridge at Kempsey is finished all the produce from the higher parts of the river will have 
to be brought down by droghers ? Yes.

12 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

W. T. E.
Sinclair.

J. A.
Jamieson.

6 June, 1898.

John Anderson Jamieson, pilot, Macleay Heads, sworn, and examined:—
438. Mr. Triekett.] How long have you been in your present position? Nineteen years.
439. You reside at Grassy Head ? Yes.
440. You are thoroughly acquainted with the entrance there? Yes; I have known it for thirty-nine 
years.
441. Which do you favour, the old entrance or the new' ? Well, I have always found the old entrance 
better than the new entrance. I favour it as the main entrance to the river.
442. Will you give us your reasons for that view ? In the first place there is a good depth of water a 
cable’s length from the headland, whereas at the new entrance the water is very shallow'. My next reason 
is that a rocky headland always takes the scour.
443. You think that there need be no fear of sand accumulating at Grassy Head? No ; it will go past
the head. I am of opinion that a permanently good entrance could have been made at Grassy Head if 
Sir John Goode’s scheme had been carried out, for less money than it will cost to improve the new 
entrance. 444.
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444. I suppose you are aware that Sir John Coode’s scheme was estimated to cost £382,000? Tes ; but 
the entrance at Grassy Head could have been improved by doing very little to it.
445. "What portion of Sir John Coode’s scheme would you like to see carried out? That portion which 
takes the whole scour of the river and concentrates it upon the entrance by making a wall from Rudder’s 
Hill to Shark Island.
446. Sir John Coode’s modified scheme involves an expenditure of £268,000; he advocated the construc- 
of a southern breakwater 4,000 feet lon'g ;—do you-think that that will be necessary ? No ; I think that 
the scour would always keep the sand away from the headland.
447. He also advocated the construction of a northern breakwater, to cost £48,700? Tes; it is the 
northern breakwater that I approve of.
448. Then he wanted a training bank along Fisherman’s Reach, to cost £62,800 ;—what do you think of 
that? I do not see that it is required. There is a good channel through that reach now.
449. Is not that a sandy reach which would always require dredging without a training-bank of some 
kind? "Well, it has remained good for some years.
450. He also proposed a training-bank at Shark Island ? That is the training-bank I mean. It would
bring down the Clybucca water. 1
451. Sir John Coode proposed the construction of a training-bank along Shark Island for a distance of 
5,600 feet ;—do you think that that training-bank would be necessary ? Tes ; that is for the Spencer 
Creek water.
452. Do you think that what was known as the western training-bank will be required to make a 
continuous scour ? Tes.
453. That was estimated to cost £48,400 ; so that the three items you mention as necessary would run 
into an expenditure of £160,000 ? But there has never been any money at all laid out at the Grassy 
Head entrance.
454. Ton said just now that a very small expenditure would make the entrance a good one; but the 
works I have mentioned would be very expensive ? They would be necessary to make a good entrance.
455. Has it not been recognised all along that the old entrance is an awkward one, and that after you 
have got inside the river the navigation is very difficult ? It is inside that it is intricate. That is where 
all the trouble is. The trouble is caused by the sand crossing.
456. That would have to be taken away by the construction of training-walls? Tou could use the 
dredge there.
457. Is there not rock at some of these points ? Tes ; but there is good water where the rock is.
458. What depth of water ? 12 or 14 feet.
459. What do you get at low tide at the present time ? The latest soundings showed 5 ft. 10 in. on the 
crossing, about half a mile from the head.
460. Is that a sandy bottom ? It is all sand.
481. Tou say that a small amount of money would make an improvement to the old entrance ;—do I 
understand that you would put vour opinion on the subject against that of a man like Sir John Coode? 
No. '' '

J. A.
Jamieson.

6 June, 1898.

462. Well, Sir John Coode’s scheme would be a very expensive one to carry out? I only say that without 
any expenditure at all we have had a very good channel there. We have always from 12 to 14 feet 
of water.
463. But then, on the other hand, has not the entrance been closed altogether at times? Not before the 
break-outs, -\vhich took the water through other openings.
464. The break outs were due to natural causes ? They were caused by the floods.
465. The question we have to consider is partly one of expense ; if you can get an entrance at a cost of 
£100,000, will it not be better to take it instead of an entrance costing £268,000 ? Tes; if you could 
get a permanently good channel.
466. What are your objections to the present entrance ? I am not opposed to it. All I say is that a 
better entrance could have been made at Grassy Head for less money.
467. I suppose you have not gone into the question of how many feet of training-wall would be required 
there, and so on ? No ; but I could very easily measure the distance.
468. Seeing that you have no fixed calculation to go upon, would you advise the Committee to take your 
bald statement before the opinions of skilled engineers ? It is not for me to dictate to you what 
opinion you should take.
469. Tou give the opinion that the old entrance is the better one ? Tes ; but I only give that as my 
opinion.
470. Will you have any objections to the new entrance if it can be made a good one ? None whatever.
471. Do you think that they will be able to make a good entrance there? Well, the sand will follow the 
walls out, and it is very shallow there.
472. Tou think that when the walls are carried out there will not be sufficient current to take the sand 
away, and that it will accumulate, and the entrance will become as bad as ever ? Tes ; the bay is shoaling 
up now.
473. Which part of the bay ? Off the entrance, and in the middle of the bay. I find that there is less 
water in the bay now than there was twenty years ago.
474. Have you sounded it yourself ? Tes. '
475. When ? About nine months ago.
476. What depth did you find it as compared with previous soundings ? Where I have previously got 8 
fathoms I found about 6 fathoms. I found that the bay was shoaling up in several places.
477. Did you find that it had deepened in other places ? No.
478. Is not the bottom of a shifting nature ? No ; it has remained about the same for years. Of course, 
near where the breakwaters are it has shifted a good deal of late. Sometimes it has shoaled up a fathom 
and more, and at other times the sand has been taken away
479. Have you taken any soundings near the breakwater lately ? I have taken soundings where the 
steamer has been lying.
480. Is the depth there greater than it was ? It has remained about the same for some considerable time.
481. Do you not think that your fondness for the Grassy Head entrance rises from sentiment more than 
from anything else ? I do not favour either the new or the old entrance.
482. Tou merely give us your opinion upon it ? Tes. 483.
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A. 483. Is there any other reason you wish to advance against the continuation of the present work ? No. 
Jamieson, jj0w long is it since a vessel came in through the old entrance ? About six months. The tugs

6 'j 'TfiW liave l>een in ancl out> aBd Captain Ferguson, about a fortnight ago, came in there with the “ Pelican.” So 
une> • £ar ag ^ar js concerned, any vessel can get in and out, but inside the channel is intricate.

485. Still, most of the trade goes through the new entrance ? Yes; though at times it has all gone 
through the old entrance, because they could not trade through the new entrance. There has always 
been from 6 inches to a foot more upon the old bar than upon the new bar. _
48G. Is that according to soundings taken by yourself? Yes. For the last twelve months the soundings 
at the new entrance have varied from 4 feet to 6 feet at low water.
487. They have not been dredging at the old entrance for a long while ? No.
488. Since when ? For I think over twelve months.
489. Have you noticed any difference since they stopped dredging? No. The bucket dredge that came 
there did not do any good. The sand was too fine to lift.
490. What is the state of the new entrance to-day ? The channel is very intricate. It goes along the 
north beach.
491. Steamers going out have to take a turn to the northward, and go parallel with the beach for some 
distance ? Yes.
492. That brings them broadside on to the sea ? Yes. If a vessel cannot get out she cannot get back, 
so that she has to go on to the beach.
493. Why does the channel take this turn? I think it is because of the continuance of easterly weather.
494. You do not think it is due. to the harbour works at all ? No ; I think it is the weather that affects 
these places. The sand is always shifting.
495. Until the wall gets out another 800 or 1,000 feet I suppose no one can say what the effect of the 
works will be ? That is, supposing the walls will stand on a sunken bottom.
496. Do you not think that there is every probability of a strong current being formed which will keep
the channel clear ? I am inclined to think that the sand will follow out the walls.
497. What depth of water is there when you get past the bar ? I have been the length of a warp—120
fathoms—beyond the bar, and then I have only got from 3^ to 4 fathoms. _
498. Mr. Farnell.'] If the walls were taken out 1,000 feet further what would you get ? I do not think
I should get much more. .
499. Mr. Triekett.'] When the proposed training-walls are carried out, will not they shoot the sand into 
deep water ? If the silt of the river follows the wall the entrance may shoal up all the time.
500. What depth is there there now ? I took soundings the other day when the “ Macleay” was there.
501. What depth did you get? From 3 to 4 fathoms. .
502. That is at about 1,000 feet beyond where the wall is at the present time ? At a distance of 120 
fathoms beyond the bar.
503. Do you think you would get a much greater depth if you went out another 300 feet ? You get 
more water as you go further out.
504. We understand that there is a difference of opinion as to the set of the current along the coast;— 
what is your experience ? My experience is that the current always sets south ; but in all bights the 
eddy current works north.
505. Do you not think that when the sand is shot out beyond the training-walls it will come within the 
influence of the current, and be taken away from the bar ? I do not think so. There is no current there. 
You get out into still water.
506. And you think that the sand will lodge there ? That is my opinion. •
507. That appears to be your main objection to the present scheme? Yes.
508. Have you been to the Clarence ? Yes. _
509. You do not look upon the proposed works here as similar to the works which have been successfully
carried out at the Clarence ? No. _ '
510. Although the engineers have given it as their opinion that they are? The entrance to the Clarence 
now is different from the first entrance that they tried to make.
511. Mr. Clarke.] Have you been to the Bellinger since the training-walls there were built? It is 
eighteen months or two years since I was there. They were just beginning the wall then.
512. Is not what is being done there similar to what it is proposed to do hero ;—the river cuts through an
open beach there ? Yes ; but the entrance there has always been through an open beach. _
513. If those works have improved the entrance to the Bellinger why should not similar works improve 
this entrance ? I do not think the walls at the Bellinger are sufficiently far out for you to be sure of their 
effect.
514. I suppose that if they go further out they will still further improve the entrance ? "Well, they should 
do so.
515. Chairman.] You have expressed fear that the sand will follow out these walls, and eventually set up a 
bar in front of them ? That is my opinion.
516. The object lesson that we have in view at the present time is the Clarence entrance ;—would not you, 
as a sea-faring man of great experience, rely upon that object lesson ? At Yamba there is a rocky head
land to which the current adheres.
517. Would there not be a danger of the sand following out any -walls that -were made at Grassy Head ? 
I maintain that where there is a headland there is not the same danger of the sand silting up. The water 
always scours the sand from the rocks. . There is never any sand alongside a rocky head.
518. If Sir John Coode’s proposal were carried out the headland would not be depended upon for the scour 
because a breakwater would be made to take the water out ? That breakwater would go very little beyond 
the head.
519. But would not the conditions for the accumulation of sand be the same there as at any other place ? 
I do not think so.
520. You have been guided a good deal in your opinion by what you have seen of the action of the sand 
in following out the southern wall at the new entrance ? No.
521. Are you aware that the engineers, rely upon the sand piling up on the outside of the walls to 
strengthen them ? In some cases. It was a great trouble to get the sand to pile up at Newcastle. Sand 
bags were placed in position there.
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522. If the training-walls are carried out beyond high-water mark, and about 700 feet apart, is it not J-.A- 
reasonable to suppose that the scour will be sufficiently strong to spill the sand out into a current which Jamiesonv 
lVno lf; no.rtk or soutk ? soon as the scour gets clear of the walls it spreads. ' „
52d. And passes into a general current north or south ? It forms a circle. • b June’ 189°*
524. Would it not form a circle at Grassy Head ? I believe it would.
525. Tou favour the construction of the northern breakwater at Grassy Head, but not of the southern
breakwater ? Tes. .

*ke soutk si^e the entrance there, you have a very large area of low sandy beach over which 
the Hood waters break are you not aware that it is held by the highest engineering authorities that it is 
always difficult to keep a good entrance where you have a southern sandspit P Hot if there is a sufficient scour. r
527 How are you going to maintain your scour here without a southern wall ? The water will always adhere 
to the northern wall. J
528. Ton may get deep water right under the northern wall, but will you get a sufficient width of deep 
water r* Well, the river has kept the channel open for many years.
ror.* a? t> aS ^ ^een1a Darro.w an(l tortuous one ? At times, but at other times it has been very good, 
roi xr ■“'azor°ack th® channel is very narrow ? Tes ; but there is a good depth of water '
odl. How are you going to improve that channel without a southern training-wall to straighten itthe 
PQrfent scour does not keep the sand from filling up ? The sand keeps moving about. ° 
od2. How are you going to get rid of this difficulty unless you put in a southern wall, and keep up a 
rQoPev-SC°Ur ‘ • ere was a straight training-wall right .along, the water would adhere to it. 
odd. You practically have a training-wall on the northern side now Sir John Coode recommended the 
construction of a southern training-wall, but you say that that is not required;—we should like to know 
now you are going to improve the entrance with a southern training-wall ? The entrance at Grassy Head 
many years ago when all the waters used to go out there was always good, the sand being kept away by ‘ 
the scour; but since the river has gone out at two or three different channels the scour has not been 
sufficient to take the sand away.
534. But the entrance has always been intricate and difficult ? It has not been nearly so bad as many of 
the bar harbours. I have traded to all of them, from Eden to the Tweed, and I have always found the 
Macleay entrance to be one of the best, next to the Clarence.
77 ^ renJer7er breaches which have been made through the beach at various times by
the flood-waters ? Tes ; there have been eight or nine.
536. During your time? Tes. " , '
537. That is, in about forty years ? Tes.
538. When these cuttings were made the tide used to come in at them ? Tes.
■Rot, L 9 7vr op'm0n’ taSi thiS eo1ntrib,ltled t0 tlle flooding of the land in the neighbourhood of Rainbow 
Reach . Tes ; because the break-outs have affected the tide.
W, kp°W •7ei klldi there hf bfen flooded b-v the tide ? 1 do not think that land has
over the land ComplamtB haVe been made about tlle high tides- but I do not think much water has gone
54!. If this land was not flooded when these break-outs occurred, how is it that it is flooded now since the 

w entrance has been made , The tide rises higher because there are more openings to let in the water I here are three entrances now. 1 ° . •
542. What do you think ought to be done to give the best entrance to the Macleay ? I consider that Sir 
John Coode s scheme should be carried out.
543. Taking things as they are, do you think it would be wise for the Government to proceed with the 
present work, or to stop up the new entrance and to go on with Sir John Coode’s proposal ? I would not give an opinion upon that matter.

Alexander Eerguson, agent for North Coast Steam Navigation Company, Kempsey, sworn, and
examined:—

544. Mr. Roberts.] How long have you held your present position ? Over thirty-four years Until eie-ht a ir
545rSTou fe f°m5?an-y 77?# here USed t0 be Called the Clar®sce and Richmond Steamship Company8

“r“C“ V ■theri™:S;“",eN”thC«”St? tt-i but I know Portmacquane, the Macleay, the Nambucca, the Bellinger, and the Tweed.
Are y°u familiar with the scheme now under the consideration of the Committee? Tes

Grassv^^d ?maS?r,ceCrePnriS°n ^ ontnmce and what is known as the old entrance at
TToa J I + d ‘ i7 wt. entrance has been made it has to a great extent destroyed the Grassy
entrance The troubW °uter bai\7 GTass>' Head is “arly as good as the outer bL at the new 
r'io^6' IJie trouble at Grassy Head is m connection with the channel inside.
rao ur USG tbf neW :now altogether ? We have done so for the last five months
o49. Has your steamer been frequently delayed during the last five months? No ; only occasionally for

550. Is it easterly weather that is preventing the 
from the east, not the wind.
551. An easterly sea affects all the entrances on
entrance as well as the new. .
Sf'tvT 2“ ',te.““r b?»“ frequently detained at the new entrance than at the old entrance» I do trying ta get"!. “ ^ S°m‘ ^ ^ W° were '“”“8 f»» o»e enfrance" fte olhe!

emir’to'tate £ ? T-; «•

old^rsnceP^T^115 d®sifablf t0 st0p tbe1W0rks at tbe new’e^ance, and to commence to improve the
old entrance. I do not think so, seeing that the Government have gone to such great expense at the 
hite^onTso'far1’18 SCheme ^ ^ Partly “ exPeriment> but & sbould be carried out now that they

steamer from going out now ? It is the sea coming in 

the North Coast ? Tes ; and it would affect the old

655,
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A.Ferguson. 555. They had spent £15,000 at the new entrance up to the end of last year ;—do you think it would he 
. a~*~n a wise policy to look upon that as money lost, and to devote attention to the improvement of the Grassy

6 June, 1898. jjead entrance ? No. .
556. You have every reason to anticipate that the new entrance will ultimately be a success ? I believe 
so, though it will be years before it will be finished, because if the walls go out they will be knocked into 
all sorts of shapes by the sea.
557. Is it very difficult at the present time to negotiate the bar at the new entrance ? Yes; because the 
channel runs along the beach broadside on to the sea, and if anything goes wrong the vessel must go on 
to the beach. That happened about a fortnight ago.
558. Is it part of your duty to take soundings at the new entrance ? Yes.
559. Do you advise when it is safe to go out ? The changes have been so great lately that we have been 
in the habit of going out in front of the steamer every time.
560. Have you any record showing the depth of water on the bar at various times since you have been 
using the new entrance ? I have a record, but I have not brought it with me.
561. Does the depth vary much ? Yes; I have known if to be as little as 3 feet at low water, and lately 
again it was nearly 7 feet at low water.
562. "What is it now? We had 7 ft. 9 in. yesterda3r, with 2 feet of arise. We went out twice, but 
because we could not find water enough the steamer had to leave it alone.
563. Is not a tidal rise of 2 feet very little ? Not at this time of the year during the day.
561. What rise would you get at night ? There was a rise of 5 feet last night.
565. Is there a third, opening to the river ? There is a place half a mile or three-quarters of a mile to the 
north of the new entrance where the river broke out in 1893. The river also broke out a little to the 
north of that again ; but this opening has closed up, and the other opening has more than half filled up.
566. When the training-walls are finished, do you think there will be any accumulation of sand outside 
to make a bar ? The sand will follow out the wall for a certain distance, but after that I think it will 
stop. I think there should be a sufficient run round the bay to the northward to keep the channel clear. 
At the south-west rocks there is always deep water. At one time a vessel laden with coal was wrecked 
half way round the beach, and part of the coal rolled along the beach to the north head.
567. Does the current depend upon the direction of the wind ? I think so.
568. Captain Taplin told us that the current in the bay generally sets the way the wind blows ? Yes ; that 
is all along the beach. With north-east winds the drift of sand along the beach to the south is 
something enormous.
569. He was asked if the sand would form a bar, and he said, “ Certainly, until the current takes it away” ? 
Of course, if the walls are carried out sufficiently far it will prevent the formation of a bar.
570. Do you think that when the works are carried out as far as they are shown on the plan the scour 
will prevent the formation of any bar ? I think that that would be far enough to take them out.
571. Do you think that it will be necessary to construct both of the breakwaters ? Yes, decidedly. One
will be of no use without the other. _
572. If the training-walls are carried out as far as the wreck, do you think the scour will be sufficient ? 
No; because beyond the wreck there is a large field of sand, which has accumulated there within the last 
ten days.
573. But would not the scour clear away that sand ? I think the walls would have to go further out.
574. How much beyond the wreck ? Nearly 1,000 feet.
575. It is proposed to take them 200 feet beyond the wreck? Well, yesterday, I saw some fellows 
walking there, and the water was not beyond their knees. Perhaps if the walls are carried out 700 feet 
beyond the wreck they may do some good; but I do not think that any smaller extension will do good.
576. What would be the object in taking them out so far ? To prevent the accumulation of sand outside..
577. What depth of water would you then get ? You ought to get about 2£ fathoms. The depth there 
varies very much.
578. You know Clybucca Creek ? Yes. •
579. Do you think it will be necessary to divert the water of that creek into the main channel in order to 

. increase the scour ? It will be a very difficult thing to do,'and a very extravagant one, because a strong
wall would be necessary to divert that water. There is not much water coming down the Clybucca, 
except during flood time, and during flood time there is always plenty of water coming down the main 
river.
580. Is the traffic on the Macleay improving ? It has improved considerably. At one time the only pro
duction was maize, but now dairying has made a considerable alteration in the trade.
581. Have you any record of the quantity of maize shipped, say during the last twelve months ? Last 
year, from the beginning of July to the end of the year, something like 100,000 bags of maize were 
shipped away.
582. I think you supplied some figures to Mr. P. Clarke, M.P., showing the export in 1897 ? No; but 
the maize export of that yearmust have been something like 150,000 or 170,000 bags.
583. He stated it at 152,000 bags ? That is pretty near it, and this year the export will be about the same.
584. So far as your memory serves you, his statement contained a. correct estimate of the traffic ? I think 
so, but there are some things which might be reduced a little.
585. Do vou carry any sawn timber on your steamers ? No.
586. Is all the timber taken by the sailing vessels ? Nearly all of it. Sometimes we take away small
orders. -
587. Do you regard the statement I have read as approximately correct, or as an under-estimate ? It 
may be an under-estimate in regard to some things, but on the whole, it is fairly correct.
588. How many tons of merchandise are imported annually ? I do not know.
589. Fifty tons a week ? I think that would be over the mark.
590. "What is the freight upon maize now ? lO^d. a bag.
591. Including droghing ? Including everything; there are no other charges.
592. If a man does not require the services of the drogher, is he charged any less? No.
593. Prom what distance above Kempsey do you draw produce? We go 8 or 9 miles up the river, and 
we can go another 8 miles up Darkwater.
594. From how many miles beyond the head of navigation does maize come to your steamers for shipment ?
Twenty-five or 30 miles. 595.

16 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. -
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595. Can you tell us from memory the value of the export trade from the Macleay? No. A.Ferguson.
596. Nor the value of the import trade? No.
597.. Which of the items of produce sent from the Macleay shows an increase ;—does the butter pro- ® J"11®) 1898. 
duction ? Tes ; but it is only likely to increase until the winter is over.
598. Is the export of maize increasing ? It depends entirely upon the season. I do not think there will 
be any increase in stock as compared with the last year. The production of maize depends upon the 
weather, and is affected by floods.
599. Is the area under maize increasing, or has all the available land been taken up ? I believe that up 
the river the area under cultivation is increasing; but it is not so down the river.
600. Has the potato export increased ? The export of potatoes depends upon the season.
601. Maize-growing and dairying are the principal items of export from this river ? Tes.
602. How does the trade on the Macleay compare with that on the other North Coast rivers ;—is the
production of the Macleay greater than that of the Manning? Tes, in maize and butter; but more ■
general cargo goes from the Manning. '
603. Is there as much sent from the Macleay as from the Clarence ? No. • ' ' ■
604. As from the Richmond ? No ; from the Richmond so many things besides maize are sent. Maize 
is the principal thing sent from here. Our shipment of maize will almost compare with that sent from 
the Clarence ; but then, on the Clarence, they grow a number of other things that we do not grow.
605. Which river on the North Coast gives most freight ? I think the Clarence.
606. And then the Richmond ? Tes.
607. Would you put the Macleay third ? Tes.
608. Do you think that the importance of the Macleay warrants the proposed expenditure at the 
entrance? If they can carry out the works for less than £100,000 I believe that the expense will be 
warranted. When Sir John Coode proposed to expend over £250,000 I thought that the expenditure was 
more than the place was worth. All the land below Kempsey, part of which is swampy now, will be 
brought into use by and by with a proper system of drainage and dyking.
609. Is there a large passenger traffic from the Macleay ? The passenger traffic is not very large. Some
times there are half a dozen passengers, and sometimes a dozen. It all depends upon what is going on,
610. What are the fares to Sydney, first and second-class ? Thirty shillings single and £2 5s. return first, 
and 15s. each way second.
611. The first-class fare from the Macleay seems to be the same as the first-class fare from the Clarence ;— 
is that because of the possible delays here ? Tes, wholly.
612. What do you charge for the carriage of pigs to Sydney ? It depends upon their size and value.

, .ow rates vary ? Well, they charge Is. for a pig that will bring 10s., Is. Cd. for a pig that
will bring 20s., and so on, as the value of the pig increases. .
614. What is the maximum charge ? About 3s. 6d. for a pig that will bring £3 10s.
615. Does the value of the pig depend upon its size ? Not always. Sometimes pigs bring more in Sydneythan at other times. roc j j
616. Who decides what a pig will bring ? The agents have to pay the freight.
617. ̂  If the new entrance is made what distance will be saved in the round trip from Kempsey to Sydney
and back ? Between 10 and 11 miles. e j j j
618. That would mean a considerable saving in fuel to you in twelve months, and a saving in time to 
passengers ? Tes.
619. And produce would be delivered in Sydney more quickly? Tes.
620. Do you regard this as one of the great advantages of the scheme? Tes.
621. Chairman^] Is there anything you would like to add ? The tide is nearly an hour earlier at the new ,
entrance than at the old entrance, and it rises from 12 to 18 inches higher than it used to rise. That is ,
what is doing the damage at these low-lying places. At the same time things were nearly as bad before , ,
the new entrance was made as they are now. Formerly the tide took longer to come up the river, because
there was only one entrance.
622. Mr. Roberts] Does this increased rise of the tide account for the flooding of land along Rainbow 
Reach ? Tes.

P60?^6 there suffer a great deal from the floods ? A great deal of the land there is practically 
worthless. They might find a way of making dykes and keeping the tide out, but I think there is too 
much sand there for that.
624. Do you know anything which could be done by the G-overnment to alleviate the losses of these 
people. The only thing to do would be to dyke the land, and to maintain the dykes, or the Government 
might resume the land.
625. Have you known any of the crops there to be destroyed by salt water ? Tes ; I have seen the tide
come on to the crops. When the tide comes on to them the crops die, and the land becomes completely 
worthless. r J
626. How many acres have been affected by the salt water ? A good many hundred acres.
627. Do you think 1,600 acres have been affected ? I think less than that area.
628. From 1,000 to 1,600 acres ? Tes.

IN o : only at spring tides. Four or five629. How often are these low-lying lands flooded—every tide ? 
times during spring tides.
630. How often do these tides come ? Every fortnight.
631. Do insanitary effects follow extremely low tides ? No.
632- If there much erosion of the banks ? There has been, particularly after the last storm.
633. 1he‘‘Maitland” gale? Yes.
634. Is it only when a heavy gale is raging that the river banks are affected ? When there are high 
tides and strong winds. The north-east winds in summer affect some places, while the westerly winds in 
the winter time affect other places.
635‘, ?° you.regard the erosion of the banks as so serious as to warrant the attention of the Govern
ment? I heir attention ought to be drawn to it, but it is difficult to stop it.
636. Efforts have been made to prevent this erosion from taking place ? Tes, lower down the river; but 
the cobra will get into the timber that has been used, and then a flood will take it all away.

*22 («)—C Tit EBB AY,
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18 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

TUESDAY, 7 JUNE, 1898.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Kempsey, at 10 a.m.]

Haomt:—
CHAELES ALFEED LEE, Esq. (Citairman).

The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G. Henry Clarke, Esq.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Macleay Eiver.

Brabazon Newcome Casement, medical practitioner, Kempsey, sworn, and examined:—
B. N. 637. GJtairman.~\ How long have you resided here ? Sixteen years, except for a year that I resided at Trial Bay. 

Casement, ggg jg y0ur total experience of the district ? Tes.
?,T_"”A'~trqr ^ understand that you desire to give evidence upon the question before the Committee ;—what 
7 une, . p0jnj. yOU wjsj1 to bring before us ? I think it would be impossible to carry out Sir John Coode’s 

scheme, except at ruinous expense, as the spit which extends from Arakoon towards Grassy Head is 
breaking away worse than any other part of the coast that I know of, and I know the coast for about 
70 miles. 1 think that the new entrance is doing harm to the swampy land lower down the river, because 
of the higher rise of the tide which it has brought about, but when a proper system of gates is provided, 
it will be beneficial. Some of the swamps, when drained, will be suitable for grazing, and may in the 
future be used for farming. I think that the improvement of the new entrance is much more feasible 
than the maintenance of the old entrance. ,
640. What is your opinion in regard to the future prospects of this district ? I think it would be a great 
fattening district, but, owing to the variable seasons, and to the floods, it will never be more than a 
moderate dairying district.
641. Tou have a pretty extensive knowledge of .the people here, and of their position? I know almost 
all the farmers on the river, and all their holdings.
642. Are they generally in a state of prosperity ? They are just getting square at the present time after 
the floods, and they are nearly all solvent now. About one-third of them would be called prosperous.
643. Are you of opinion that if a more reliable entrance is given, and a better class of steamers can 
trade regularly to the river, it will tend to the greater prosperity of the district? Tes, very much. A 
number of small places will be taken up, and eggs and other perishable articles will be sent away in 
greater quantities than hitherto.
644. The steamer running here—the “Burrawong”—is, I believe, rather a fine type of vessel for the 
river ? Tes ; it is quite as good as we can expect at the present time.
645. Do you think that the trade of the district requires any further accommodation ? In one way it does 
not; but if a rival steamer came here the company would be more obliging. I have heard of several cases of 
hardship caused by neglect, which, perhaps, would not have occurred if there had been a rival company.
646. Competition would probably lead to a better and a cheaper service? Tes.
647. Is there anything you would like to add? I heard the evidence of Mr. Bafllerty and others 
yesterday, and I think that where the banks are low and have been flooded by the tidal water, the 
Government should give the farmers compensation, or perhaps assist them to make small flood-gates to 
keep the water off their land.

James Arthur Winney, editor, Macleay Chronicle, Kempsey, sworn, and examined :—
J. A.Winney. 648. Ghairmant] Have you been long in this district? I have been on the Macleay since 1890, and

t--- a—^ previous to that I was on the Clarence, and on the Hunter.
7 June, 1898. 649. Mr. Clarkei] During your residence in the district, you have had an opportunity of watching its 

development;—can you give the Committee a statement showing its production? Maize-growing has 
largely increased here of late years, and within the last twelve months dairying has made very rapid 
strides, and has made still more rapid strides within the last.four months. In 1891, when I first came to 
to the river, the export of maize was 109,487 bags. That increased in 1892 to 110,382 bags. In 1893, 
the year of the floods, and in ] 894, there was a decrease. In 1896 the export was 142,022 bags; and in 1897 
the steamers took away 152,530 bags, while a sailing-ship took away 200 bags. These figures were supplied 
to me from the head office of the North Coast S.8. Company. In addition to the export by sea in 1896 
and J897, many of the farmers on the upper river sent maize to Hillgrove by road. I have no accurate 
information with regard to the quantity sent, but I estimate that at least 2,000 bags were sent in each year.
650. Did not these statistics appear in your newspaper some time ago, and were they not afterwards given 
in evidence by Mr. F. Clarke, M.P. ? I believe the figures are the same.
651. Mr. Farnell.'] Have you any idea of the local consumption of maize? No.
652. Mr. Clarke.] Have you any further statement to make ? The export of maize during the present 
year shows a decrease for the first four months, but this will be more than made up by the returns for 
May. During the season shipments are often irregular, because of the bad state of the bar, and during 
May we had a very heavy gale. The following table gives the exports of the district from 1891 to 1897 :—

. Macleay Exports.

1891. 1S92. *1893.

Maize—bags .............. 109,487 110,382 68,375

9,742
556

11,030
1,320

9,820
536Butter—kegs ..........

Cream—cans.............. 69 38 Nil.
Hides .......................... 3,729 3,537 3,330
Poultry—crates.......... 556 851 486
Eggs—cases .............. 1,454 1,740 1,368
Tallow—casks .......... 78 61 53
Bones—bags ............. 105 609 274
Horns—bags ............. 54 22 17

1894. 1895. 1896. 1897.

77,580 107,135 142,022 152,530; also 200 by sailing-ship, 
and 400,000 feet of timber.

9,649 10,054 9,260 785
560 481

4 boxes.
874 138 kegs, 3,021 boxes.

11 796 3,680 4,040
3,258 4,083 3,541 3,483

637 913 972 946
1,889 3,567 2,946 2,697

56 58 63 64, and 3 p. kegs.
164 299 285 379
70 IS 15 15

* Record flood, 12th June.
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I have also a statement showing the exports for 1898, which is as follows :—Maize, 30,669 bags ; butter, 3. A. Winney. 
6,154 boxes, 13 kegs ; pigs, 1,297 ; hides, 1,599 ; poultry, 277 coops ; eggs, 525 cases ; tallow, 28 casks ; 
bones, 153 bags ; horns, 1 bag ; potatoes, 167 bags ; pumpkins, 37 bags ; fish, 27 cases ; turtle, 1 basket; ^ June> 1898. 
calves, 45; fruit, 4 cases; pie melons, 75 ; wool, 5 bales; horses, 7 ; cedar, 87 pieces; skins, 1 bundle; 
peas, 20 bags ; sugar, 33 bags ; bacon, 19 cases ■ 285 sides (?) ; lard, 35 packages ; honey, 35 packages ;
sundries, 835 packages.
On a rough computation I estimate the value of the exports last year at £115,000, in round figures.
That is excluding sailing cargoes. The value of the cargoes taken away by sailing vessels I am unable to 
give. I value the exports of the first four months of this year at £34,000.
653. When does the busy season commence here ? About November.
654. And it extends up to the end of June ? Up to the end of July. August, September, and October 
are slack months.
655. Chairman.] Are you in a position to give us the value of the imports of the district? No ; because 
no account of them is taken. The following table shows the population of the district, as returned by 
the census of 1891, and as computed in the police returns for 1898 :—

Kempsey and above.
Census, 1891. Police returns, 1898.

Kempsey municipality. .....  2,143 3,609
Greenhills ................... ..... 1,134
Bellbrook .................... .....  449 847
Parrabell....................... .....  406
Kalateene .................... .....  497

^Portion now included in the

Lower Macleay.
Census, 1891. Police returns, 1898.

Prederickton............. ........ 845 927
Smithtown ............. ........ 1,068 434*
Arakoon..................... ........ 815 1,019
Austral Eden .......... ........ 522
Gladstone ................. ........ 501 816

Total ......... ........ 7,880 7,652
ligh electorate, Arakoon Division.

656. Jlr. Clarke.] Does that include the whole district ? No; it only takes in the various townships 
on the river which would be benefited by the proposed improvements. The apparent decrease in the 
population is owing to a flood and to a fire which occurred in 1893, and to other causes. People have 
gone from here to Western Australia, to Wyalong, and to Canada. I could count up nearly a hundred 
who went away after the flood of 1893.
657. Do the figures for Arakoon include the prisoners and officials at the Trial Bay gaol ? I do not think 
so ; they may include the officials, but I do not think they include the prisoners. To give you some idea 
of the importance of Kempsey, I may say that at a recent meeting of the Public Schools Athletic 
Association here 5,000 persons were assembled on the Show Ground, and the other day over 3,000 people 
attended a race meeting here. The Municipal Council controls 52 miles of roads, and the municipality 
contains eight churches of various denominations, seven hotels, a School of Arts, a Free Library, two 
theatres, four public halls, two post and telegraph offices, one receiving office, and a court-house, gaol, 
Lands Office, and Police Officers’ quarters. The Agricultural Association has a large hall and cottage 
standing upon its ground, and last year paid away £350 in prizes. There is also a hospital here which has 
a balance to its credit, a Government dock, a Government slip, and five wharfs in the town. There are 
also two sawmills.
658. Are there any creameries ? There is a butter factory, a bacon factory, and a slaughtering establish
ment in connection with it, and up and down the river there are about twenty-five creameries. There is 
also a butter factory at Prederickton, and another at Smithtown. N
659. What is the difference between creameries and butter factories ? The farmers send their milk to a 
creamery, and when the cream is separated, it is sent on to a butter factory to be churned. The cream
eries do not make butter, they only separate the cream from the milk. There are also a large number of 
hand separators in the district. A matter which has not been mentioned, and which I should like to refer 
to, is the Hillgrove trade. At the present time the G-overnment are constructing two bridges on the New 
England road. Since that road has been improved, teamsters have been in the habit of coming down to 
Green Hills, and taking goods from there to .Hillgrove. Sometimes there are as many as fourteen teams 
on the road, and they have taken as much as 40 tons a month from Green Hills to Hillgrove. This trade 
appears to be increasing. They find it cheaper to get their heavy goods round that way than by way of 
Armidale. Then, too, the passenger traffic along the road is increasing. The mail contractor is only 
bound to keep a sulky, but for a considerable time he has been running a buggy. The Hillgrove man is 
only bound to provide a horse, but he also finds it necessary to run a buggy.
660. .Which do you consider will suit the public best, the new or the old entrance ? The new entrance
most decidedly. .
661. What are your reasons for that opinion ? In the first place the new entrance provides a shorter
way out to sea. I have come in at Grassy Heads when the channel has been extremely intricate. One 
time when I came in you could touch the rocks from the ship’s deck. I have seen the “Burrawong” unable 
to get further than Eazorback without being warped round, and on one occasion the warp snapped, and 
injured a man. She has been unable to get further than Eazorback, because of the silting up of the 
river between Stuart’s Point and Shark Island. The dredge was constantly at work there, but it never 
seemed to do much good. ,
662. Do you think that the proposed harbour improvements, when completed, will be of great assistance 

• in making the river navigable, and in increasing the depth of vvater upon the bar ? I believe that they
will. I was down in the “ Pelican ” last year, and v'hilst I was there a heavy gale came on, so that the 
“ Burrawong” could not get in, and I had a chance of seeing the works at a time when, if they were 
likely to be damaged, they would have been damaged. During the same gale 75 feet were knocked off' the 
Trial Bay breakwater, and the “ Mikado,” the Government steamer attached to the “ Jupiter,” was 
wrecked behind the breakwater, while the “ Jupiter ” had to put to sea. When the “ Burrawong ” came 
in two days afterwards she was knocked about terribly, but I do not think a stone shifted at the works. 
I believe, too, that the new entrance will provide the best outlet for the water in flood time. Upon the 
occasion to which I refer there was a fresh in the river, and I was told that none of the water went out 
at the old entrance—that is, none of the flood water. '
663. I suppose that if the harbour works are beneficial they will bring about competition, and a conse
quent lowering of rates ? I believe that, if another 2 or 4 feet of water could be obtained, the North 
Coast Company would put larger boats into the trade. 664.
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J. A. Winney. 664. Do you think that the present rates o£ freight are excessive? Not for the work done, 
w 065. Do you think that competition would bring about a reduction in rates? It might bring about a
7 June. 1898- slight reduction. •

666. I suppose that on the whole the public do not complain of the charges made by the North Coast
Company ? Not of the present charges. What they have complained about has been the way in which 
the rates have been raised and lowered. I think it would be well to explain that originally we used to 
pay Is. 6d. a bag for maize taken to the steamer by drogher, and Is. a bag for maize put upon the steamer 
without the assistance of the drogher. Then the rates were reduced to Is. 9d., but the people who were 
compelled to use the drogher did not like that, and the result was that the Company struck a uniform 
rate of lOJd. a bag. .
667. Chairman^] The system here is the same as on the other rivers ? Yes.
668. Mr. Clarke.'] Do you think that the North Coast railway would be beneficial to this district ? Most 
decidedly.
669. Do you expect to get the North Coast railway and at the same time have a large amount of money
expended in improving the entrance to the river ? Yes; we expect to get both. _
670. Would the trade go by railway;—would not a large part of it still go by the steamers? Certain 
products would be sent by the steamers ; others would not. There is room here for a large development 
in dairying and in other small industries, and the productions of those industries would go away by train.
671. Would it pay the railway people to carry small articles, while heavy goods were sent by sea ? The 
country about here is very undeveloped, and, if a railway were made, it would be largely settled upon. 
I have seen very small places in England connected with the railway, and the lines have paid.
672. Is it not unreasonable to suppose that the G-overnment would expend a large amount of money in 
giving you a railway, when you already have every convenience for getting goods to Sydney ? Well, at 
the present time, if an easterly gale sets in, vessels cannot enter or leave the river for three or four days, 
and that would happen if we had the best liar possible.
673. Does not the same thing occur all along the coast ? Yes ; but at a place like Newcastle they can 
use the railway at such times. In two or three days some kinds of produce will deteriorate greatly.
674. Is there anything you would like to add ? There is one thing I should like to refer to, and that is 
the fertility of the land here. There is a farm on the river here, just opposite the town, which, although 
it has been closely cropped, has given two crops of maize in one year, one crop yielding as much as 110 
bushels to the acre.
675. Is it usual to get two crops in the year ? On some of the farms they can get two crops.
676. Is the land here on the whole well cultivated ? Not so well as it might be.
677. With better cultivation there would be a larger yield? Undoubtedly.
678. Is there much unalienated land in the district ? I believe that there is a fair quantity of second- 
class land unalienated.
679. Is it land fit for grazing purposes ? Yes ; and there is a larger area of swampy land—I believe 
something like 162,000 acres.
680. Would it be possible to drain that land ? Yes; already efforts are being made to drain it. The 
Darkwater Drainage Union embraces about 11,000 acres, and there is other land under the Drainage 
Union Act.
681. Is the land to which you refer G-overnment land, or is it private land ? Some of it is Government 
land, and some of it has been in the hands of private people for many years. There are some selections 
containing swampy land, which have reverted to the Government.
682. Chairman.] You attach some importance to the Hillgrove trade? Yes.
683. What is the distance from here to Hillgrove ? A little over 80 miles.
684. What is the cost of carriage between the two places ? I believe that the latest rate is about £2 
10s. a ton.
685. The Hillgrove people are in the habit of getting certain classes of goods by sea from Sydney to 
Kempsey, and then on from Kempsey by dray? Yes ; that trade is developing, and a certain amount 
of produce from the upper river also goes that way.
686. Hillgrove is a mining town about 20 miles from Armidale ? A little more than that. It has about 
twice the population of Kempsey.
687. There is a railway at Armidale ? Yes.
688. The distance from Sydney to Armidale by rail is about 357 miles ? Yes.
689. You have expressed the opinion that a North Coast railway would pay ? I believe it would.
690. How can you reconcile that opinion with the existing state of affairs at Hillgrove;—those people 
are near a railway, and yet it pays them to bring their stuff from Sydney by sea to Kempsey, and on 
from Kempsey by team ? The main traffic of the North Coast railway would be in cattle, I think.
691. Do you not think that one train a month would carry every beast in the district;—by your own 
showing places which have railways do not use them fully, but make use of the sea as much as they can. 
I should like to know how a railway would serve you better than the river does ? It would only be under 
certain circumstances. At the present time we cannot ship cattle from this place by sea. It has been 
attempted, but with considerable loss. Other produce is not sent away, because it could not be sent away 
by sea.
692. Are there not large shipments of cream sent from here to Sydney ? No[cream is being sent now.
693. Cream was sent in 1897 ? Yes. *
694. If it were necessary to send it now it could be sent ? Yes.
695. Why is not cream sent now? Because it is turned into butter.
696. The butter is sent away by sea ? Yes; but it would be sent by train if there were a railway, because 
it would then realise a better price. In the summer it deteriorates when sent by sea.
697. Have the steamers cool chambers? The steamer has what they call a cool chamber, but it is cool 
rather by name than in reality.
698. If it were possible to send 4,000 cans of cream in 1897, surely it would be possible to send butter, 
because butter stands carriage so much better ? Yes ; but I think that if people had a choice between 
the train and the steamer they would use the train.
699. Suppose the steamer rate was 20 per cent, below the railway rate, which would they use ? I think a 
good deal would depend upon where it was going.

£0 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

700.
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700. Are you of opinion that the district requires both a railway and an improved port ? 
present time.
701. What does it demand at the present time ? A good port. _ _
702. Suppose that a choice had to be made between a port and a railway, which, in your opinion, would 
be of most advantage to the district ? A railway.
703. Do you happen to know much about the flooding of land which has taken place on the lower river ? 
No ; I cannot say much about it.
704. Tou have seen a flood since you have been here ? I have seen the record flood, and other minor floods
705. The new entrance affords an outlet for flood-waters 6 miles nearer than the old entrance ? Tes. .
706. Is not that of advantage to those living at Kempsey and further up the river? Tes ; but the water 
requires some other outlet. The flood-cutting that was made in 1892 resulted in some of the water of 
the Belmore River not reaching to within 3 feet of the height to which it reached during a smaller flood 
than the 1893 flood.
707. Would it not be of advantage to the people on the river generally to have an outlet to the sea 6 miles 
nearer than the present outlet ? Certainly.
708. Is not the loss from floods in this district very serious sometimes ? Tes.
709. A matter requiring as much attention as the improvement of the port ? Tes; quite as much.
710. If the two things can he worked together it will be a double advantage ? Tes.
711. Do you think that the new entrance will facilitate the escape of flood-waters ? Tes.
712. Will it give greater relief than the Grassy Head entrance ? Tes.

Not at the J• A- 'Winney.

‘7 June, 1898.

Austral Rowe, farmer, Tarrahapinni, sworn, and examined :—
713. Mr. Farnell.] How far from Kempsey do you live? About25 miles—about 2 miles back from Stewart’s A. Rowe.
Point, where the sawmill is. —'‘v—-\
714. What is the area of your holding ? 100 acres. 7 June, 1898.
715. How much of it is under cultivation ? Eight or 10 acres at the present time.
716. Is the rest of the land cleared or improved in any way? Tes. •
717. Why have you not put more of it under cultivation ? Because I have been occupied with other land 
which I hold on the Belmore River, and near Gladstone.
718. The irregularity of the steamer service has had nothing to do with the small area of your cultivation ?
No.
719. Tou have had your hands too full elsewhere to attend to this land ? Tes. .
720. Tou have seen the work which has been done at the new entrance and you know the Grassy Head 
entrance ? Tes.
721. Comparing the two, which, in your opinion, is the better ? I do not know that I am called upon to 
give an opinion upon the point. My trouble is this: I live 2 miles out from Stewart’s Point, and, so 
far as I can learn, the proposed harbour works will intercept the Clybucca water just above Shark Island, 
and draw it into the new channel, causing the navigable part of the river near us to silt up. Now, we 
took up our land in the belief that we should be able to ship our produce away by river.
722. It is not proposed to intercept Clybucca Creek, as you fear;—I understand that you have sent your
produce away through the Grassy Head entrance? Tes, until very lately, when it has gone through the 
new entrance. •
723. That entails 8 or 9 miles extra haulage, I suppose ;—are there other people similarly situated? I am 
only 2 miles from the Stewart’s Point wharf. There are about forty settlers on the Unkya and Allgommera 
who draw their produce to the Stewart’s Point wharf.
724. And they feel inconvenienced by having to send their produce away through the new channel ? No ; 
it is not that. They must continue to draw to Stewart’s Point wharf; but we are afraid of the silting up of 
that part of the river.
725. If the new entrance is improved it will still be possible for a drogher to call at Stewart’s Point 
wharf? Well, I did not quite understand the project, so I made it my business to come before the 
Committee.
726. The Grassy Point entrance has been abandoned by the ocean-going steamers ? Tes.
727. Those steamers now use the new entrance, a fact which proves it to be the better entrance ? Tes.
728. Tour fear has been that the portion of the river leading down to the Grassy Head entrance would 
be closed through the diversion of the Clybucca Creek; since that is not intended, will you be satisfied 
if a good entrance is made at the new opening, which will allow of a regular steamer service for the export 
of produce ? Tes.

Thomas Patrick John Taylor, storekeeper, Kempsey, sworn, and examined:—
729. Ohairman.1 Have you been long in the Macleay district ? I am a native of the district.
730. On what particular point do you wish to give evidence ? Chiefly in regard to the damage done upon
some property at Rainbow Reach belonging to my father. .
731. How long has he owned the property to which you refer? I think somewhere about twenty years.
732. To what purpose has he put it ? He has used it as a farm.
733. Have you a personal knowledge of the facts about which you wish to speak ? Tes ; and I am pretty 
well acquainted with the place. Before the new entrance broke out there was a tenant upon my father’s 
farm who was paying £64 a year. When the entrance broke out he had his crop in, and he wanted to 
get back half of what he had paid and to leave the place. He said that the tides came over the land to 
such an extent that he could not afford to continue to pay so large a rent. Since then we have not been 
offered anything like £64 a year for the farm.
734. How many acres was the tenant leasing ? Sixty-four acres. He paid £1 an acre.
735. Was it all suitable for agriculture ? No ; there were a few acres in gullies.
736. Was that the total area of your father’s holding? Tes.
737. .Was the whole of it cultivated? No.
738. How much of it was cultivated ? Forty or 45 acres.
739. How does the tide flow on to the land ;—does it rise over the foreshores, or does it run up the creeks
and indentations ? At one end the tide comes over the foreshores completely, and it flows through a few 
, gullies.

T. P. J. 
Taylor.

June, 1898.
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guHiGS- There is a creek running round the place, which is nearly an island, and this creek overflows onlay lor. to the ]and 6 l > J 5
7 / June/Ts98. T,he tlde flows into the depressions and over the lower land ? Yes ; the whole of the land is not

flooded.
741. Did the tenant you have spoken of leave ? Yes.
742. Has the farm been let since ? Yes ; but we have never got rent for it.
743. At what rental has it been let ? One tenant was supposed to pay £64 a year, but we never got the

744. Notwithstanding the fact that the first tenant left ostensibly because some of the land was flooded 
by the tide, and its value impaired, you were able to relet the farm at the same rental? Yes; but 
to a person who really did not know what had occurred. "When he saw how the land was affected he 
refused to pay the rent.
745. Do you consider that that land has been permanently damaged ? I think that it has.
746. At what do you value it in fee-simple ? I could not say.
747. What would it bring per acre if it were put upon the market to-morrow ? I could not say. Before 
this happened an offer of £1,600 was made for it.
748. Do you wish us to infer that your land has been flooded entirely because of the new cut? No ; a 
few of the gullies were affected before.
749. Part of the land was always subject to the influence of the tide ? Yes.
750. Possibly half of it ? Only a small portion was affected before the new opening was made.
751. All you can claim is, that in consequence of the new channel the area of land flooded by the tide has 
been increased ? Yes.
752. Is your father opposed to the improvement of the present entrance ;—is he of opinion that the works 
now going on should be stopped, and that the old entrance at G-rassy Head should be resorted to again ? 
He is of opinion that the old entrance at Grassy Head should be used, but he is not of that opinion 
entirely because of the damage he has sustained.
753. Is there any other point upon which you would like to speak ? No.

Austral Verge, grazier and land-owner, Macleay River, sworn, and examined 
A. Verge. 754. Mr. Triclcett.^ How long have you resided in this district? Pifty-two years. I was born here, and 

7 /T Tsqs W1™ one or 4wo breaks I have been here all my life.
e’ ' ^r°u bave a thorough knowledge of the district, and more particularly, I believe, of the Lower 

Macleay, and of the entrances to the river, and the varying conditions prevailing there ? Yes ; I have 
constantly been boating in that neighbourhood, and I have paid particular attention to the effect of the 
floods on the lower river, at the entrances, and along the shore from Trial Bay to Grassy Head.
/56. And you are acquainted with the scheme before the Committee ? Yes.
757. Would you like to see the new entrance improved, or would you rather see the Grassy Head entrance 
improved ? I think that the new entrance is the better of the two for more than one reason.
758. I think you were in Court yesterday when the Departmental reasons for the scheme were read out;
•—do you accept them ? Yes.
7o9. I Diink you know something of the breakout, north of the new entrance, which occurred some time 
ago . Yes. Many people suppose that because of these breakouts the bay is silting up. I rather think 
that it is not. r
760. How far is the breakout you are speaking of north of the new entrance ? I think about three- 
quarters of a mile. I noticed it first on the 14th December, 1892, when I was on a fishing expedition. 
/61. Did that breakout continue open? I have not been there since 1896; but I believe that it is still 
open, although the Harbours and Rivers Department have put a dam across Spencer’s Creek, wrhich may 
have had the effect of closing it.
762. What has been the effect of that breakout? Well, it seems to me to have had an influence in 
flooding the low-lying land. I saw the sea running in there quite strongly, and breaking on the sand 
inside, and on the mangroves on the eastern side of what I call Lower Shark Island, some little distance 
^b-west of the lowest farm on Spencer’s Creek. Higher up, in the surf, I saw an old mangrove-bed upon 
which the stumps were standing ; but the trees appeared to have been cut off 18 inches above the mud; 
and I concluded that the sea had at one time broken in there and covered up the trees with sand. This 
mangrove-bed must have been an old salt-water lagoon, and this lagoon must have been in existence some 
time to have allowed the trees to grow, because they must have been from 12 and 18 inches down to 6 
inches in diameter. The conclusion I drew from my observations was that the sea-shore must originally 
have been to the east of this mangrove-bed ; and when people declare that the bay is silting up I think 
that they make a mistake, and that what they really notice is the encroachment of the sea upon the land.
763. Is that mangrove-bed visible now ? I think not.
/64. Did the breakout flood the land down there ? It must have flooded all the low-lying land within a 
considerable distance. I was at the new entrance again in April, 1895, and I then saw the surf breaking 
very heavily through. In January, 1895, I was pulling up Spencer’s Creek, and the surf was rolling in 
so that I had to watch the waves to avoid the curl. The waves were then breaking very heavily upon the 
eastern side of Shark Islapd, and were carrying roots and other things in amongst the mangroves. I 
suspect that all the low-lying land in the neighbourhood must have been flooded at that time.
76o. Your observations go to show that the flooding of the land is the act of nature, and is not due to 
the harbour works ? Between 1892 and 1895 the land which is liable to be flooded now must have been 
flooded.

k™8?* 4dead entrance had been improved so as to make it more easy for the sea to come in, 
would the low-lying land that is flooded now not have been quite as likely to be flooded? I think the 
result would have been about the same. Of course, with a greater number of openings the water can get 
out of the river more quickly, and the tide drops more, so that anyone who wishes to improve swampland 
by making embankments and flood-gates has a better opportunity to do so. I have noticed at Kempsey 
that whenever the bar is in good condition the tides are unusually low. I own some swamp land about 5 
miles from the new works, and I cannot see that it has deteriorated in any way. I am on the eastern bank 
of the main river.

767.
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767. Tou know the lands about which, we have had evidence;—can you tell us why those lands have been -A-. Verge, 
flooded ? I suspect that the water comes up the creeks. There may he places where the banks are 
unusually low, and where the tide would rise over the foreshore. ^ June, 1898.
763. There are varying opinions as to whether, when the harbour works are finished, the sand will 
accumulate at the end of the breakwaters, and thus merely remove the bar a little further out;—what do 
you think ? I hold the opinion that the works will prove a very great success indeed. In volume 25 of 
the Journal of the American Society of Civil ^Engineers, I came upon an article dealing with improve
ments effected at the mouth of the Brazos Biver, upon the coast of Florida. Where previously there had 
only been 5 feet of water, a depth of 161 feet was obtained. The river is about 200 miles in length, and 
enters the sea through a sandbank.
769. What was the cost of that work ? The average cost of 1 cubic yard of jetty in place was 2 dollars 
60 cents on the outer 2,000 feet, where it was exposed to the heavy sea action. It was composed of brush 
mattresses loaded with stone, and sunk into position. The cost of 1 cubic yard of mattress, with super
intendence, was 38 cents.
770. Did the river enter the sea through an exposed ocean beach ? Tes. The party sent down to explore 
it had to wait for two weeks before venturing out in a boat. Similar work has been successfully undertaken 
upon the coast of Oregon.
771. The success of those works establishes you in the opinion that this work will be successful ? Tes.
772. Has the new entrance been largely used by the sailing vessels and steamers which have come to the 
river ? I think that it is preferred to the old entrance.
773. The channel inside Grassy Head is very tortuous and narrow ? Tes ; and it was always a trouble
some channel, constantly needing dredging.
771. Have you carefully watched the progress of the harbour works ? No ; but when I have been at the .
entrance I have paid considerable attention to them. '
775. Tou must have been struck with the increase of depth that has been obtained there ? T^s. Possibly, 
however, that opening would be too narrow, if an attempt were made to turn the whole of the river water 
into it.
776. Do you think that the entrance, when finished, will drain the district sufficiently quickly ? I should 
think that the new entrance would be somewhat narrow if the old entrance were blocked up entirely.
The scour would then be too great, and the water might rise above the stonework.
777. It is not proposed to close the old entrance; that will still act as an outlet for part of the flood-
water ? I think it would be unwise to close up any entrance. The people on the upper part of the river 
have been agitating for flood-water exits, and it seems to me that the greater number of openings the 
better from their point of view. I should not think that the existence of two or three small openings 
would in any way seriously diminish the scour at the new entrance. .
778. Tou have noticed the erosion which takes place in the banks ;—do you think that the banks will 
suffer still more when the new entrance is completed ? I do not think that the new entrance will increase 
the erosion, but I thiuk that some conservation of the banks should certainly be attempted. Lower down 
the river the alluvial land overlies sandbanks, and when it is washed away the sand is carried down and 
deposited in the channel, creating an obstruction to navigation.
779. Can you tell us what is the trade of the river ? I have a very high opinion of the capabilities of this 
river, and I think that the district is in an undeveloped state yet, though, perhaps, the steamers running 
here can cope with our present output. "With an improved entrance, however, we will get better steamers, 
and that will induce a large number of people to settle here. In the past we have had very inferior steamers, 
because for many years it was always difficult to get over the bar. People desiring to settle upon the 
land always try to go to districts where these difficulties do not exist, or where they are not very great.
780. Is it within your knowledge that the farmers have been considerably injured by the delays which 
have occurred in steamer communication ? For years, and even until quite lately, serious loss occurred, 
because only one steamer was coming here. Corn had to be kept back because it could not be got to 
market.
781. How long have you had an opposition service ? The present boat has only been running for a month 
or six weeks.
782. Do you look upon this competition as the result of an improved entrance ? Tes ; people see that 
they can run their boats here with more safety than was the case formerly.-
783. With a better entrance you would have competition, and possibly better boats, with more regular
transit for passengers and goods ? I think so. ■
784. I suppose you regard the agricultural districts on the North Coast as a great stand-by for the 
Colony ? I have a great opinion of the North Coast country, because of the fertility of its soil and the 
adequacy of its rainfall. I am of opinion that these districts could absorb a large population, and that a 
large population would come here if we had better means of communication.
785. We have heard that the district is now recovering from the effects of a very severe flood which
occurred some years ago ? In 1893 we had a very destructive flood, and people were very close to the ,
wall then. That was the last flood of any consequence that we had. .
786. Do you look upon floods as of regular recurrence, or are they exceptional? Floods occur most 
irregularly, and in any month of the year.
787. Tou get a regular and sufficient rainfall here? Sometimes we get too much rain. Up to November 
of last year we had four months of dry weather, but since that time we have had hardly a week without 
rain.
788. Tou look upon the district as climatically favourable for agricultural pursuits ? Tes ; and there is 
room for a great range of production here.
789. Why should a flood that happened four or five years ago still be affecting the settlers ? Well, I 
suppose it is because they were heavily involved before that. The years 1896 and 1897 were very favourable
for corn-growing. .
790. What do you consider the average value of land here per acre? Well, that is like trying to determine 
the unimproved value of land. I do not think anyone knows the value of the land here. I have seen £40 
an acre given for agricultural land; but I do not think that anyone could safely give more than £20 an 
acre for good farming land. If we had a deep-water entrance, and regular communication, we might be 
able to go in for lucerne growing as they do on the Hunter, and in that case our profits would be very
much larger. 791.



A.'Verge. 792, They have commenced to grow lucerne here ? We can grow lucerne, and we can make good hay, 
hut the freights are very heavy.

7 June, 1S98. 792. Is it very difficult "to clear the land here ? Yes, it was very costly. There was first the expense of 
felling, which would amount to 30s. or 35s. an acre, and then the time had to be taken in burning off the 
timber. The total cost of improving the land might be put down at from £6 to £8 an acre.
793. What is the average yield of corn per acre? Well, I think that throughout a period of years, 50 
bushels to the acre is a very fair yield. I have heard of 100 and 110 bushels being obtained, and upon 
some land you might average 60 bushels, but taking the district throughout, I think 50 bushels would be 
a fair average.
794. Is not a large quantity of corn consumed locally to feed pigs and other stock? I do not think a large 
quantity is consumed locally ; I think that it is nearly all sent to Sydney. Some of the corn grown on the 
upper parts of the river may be used in that way, but it would be damaged corn chiefly.
795. Do you look upon this district as a progressive one ? Undoubtedly. The butter industry has taken 
a hold here, and is moving ahead very fast. The output is increasing almost daily.
796. Do you think that the output of corn for this year will be equal to or more than the output of 
previous years ? I think it will be equal to the yield of last year, which was an exceedingly good year.
797. Are the farmers here generally the owners of their farms or do they rent them? In past years I think 
the land was mostly rented, but of late there has been a great deal of selection upon the upper part of the 
river, and that would alter matters.
798. About what rents are obtained ? I think from 20s to 30s. and 35s. an acre.
799. What do you think a fair value for land here ;—we have heard of low-lying flooded flats being valued 
at £25 an acre ? I think that would be an excessive price for such land. A fortnight ago I sold a farm 
on the bank of Kinchela Creek, only 2 miles from a butter-factory,—land with two water frontages, 
thoroughly cleared, the higher ground capable of growing as good maize as any land in the district, and the 
lower ground all laid down under buffalo grass, the droghers calling to take produce from the banks—I sold 
59 acres of such land for £550, or less than £10 an acre, and that land was offered for a very long time. 
I should think the price that might be expected for the best river-bank maize-growing land would be 
about £20 an acre. Low land could not be valued so highly, because of its liability to inundation by 
flood water, and perhaps also by tidal water.
800. What is wanted for the advancement of the district is the improvement of the river entrance ? 
Undoubtedly. That is what we have been wanting ever since the district was settled.
801. Which would be of most benefit to you—the improvement of the entrance, or the making of a 
railway ? I think if I had a choice between a railway and an improved entrance, I should prefer a railway. 
We could use the present entrance, even though it might become bad at times, and by this means we 
could send our heavy produce away cheaply, while we could use the railway for other produce. With a 
railway I think there would be a large accession of population. It seems to be generally thought that rail
ways cannot be made except at a certain cost per mile. I think we might have cheaper railways, but as the 
authorities show no inclination to make them, I suppose all we can expect at the present time is the 
improvement of the harbour.
802. People will naturally send produce to market in the cheapest way, and it has been proved that 
steamer carriage is invariably cheaper than railway carriage ? I understand that all over the world 
steamer carriage is cheaper than railway carriage.
803. It has been suggested that a railway should be made from Jerseyville to Trial Bay ? I do not think 
that would do. Such a railway would be very expensive to use.
804. Looking at the matter from every point of view, you have come to the conclusion that the harbour 
works should be gone on with ? Undoubtedly. I think that they will give us a fine deep-water entrance. 
Sir John Coode expressed the opinion that if a scheme were adopted such as that at Trial Bay it might 
have the effect of bringing silt into the bay; but if the banks were conserved, less sand would go into the 
river. The greater part of the sand in the river is produced by the erosion of the banks. The alluvial 
matter brought down from the mountains is deposited in the swamps, but the sand comes from the sea.
805. But this sand will be got rid of if a proper scour is created by the construction of training-walls ? 
Yes ; I think there will be a fine scour then.
806. Although this cannot be looked upon as a reproductive work, do you think that it can be justified 
by its indirect advantages ? I'tbink so. These harbour works will induce people to settle in the district, 
and those who are here now will work more hopefully. I think that the rates that we pay now are higher 
than we may expect to pay when the entrance is improved, because I think there will be more competition 
for the trade when better boats can come here.

24 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Enoch Budder, farmer and grazier, Kempsey, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. Roberts^] How long have you resided on the Macleay ? Since the district was first opened up. 
I'or how many years ? It must be fifty-three years since I came here.
Upon what part of the river do you live ? At the first falls—about 9 miles above Kempsey.
Have you resided there during the whole of this year ? No ; for the larger part of my life I have 

resided in Kempsey, and just about a mile above Kempsey.
811. I understand that you are appearing before us as a delegate from the Earmers’ Union ? Yes.
812. Do you wish to make any statement to the Committee putting forward to the views of the members 
of the Union upon any particular point ? Certainly not. I simply desire to give evidence as an individual 
upon the wealth of the district.
813. Have you made yourself familiar with the proposed scheme for improving the entrance to the 
Macleay ? I think I thoroughly understand it.
814. You know the difficulties with which the people here have had to contend because of the bad state
of the entrance in the past ? Yes. '
815. Would you like to make a statement upon the subject? I should like to say that I have some 
knowledge of works such as these, and I have not the slightest hesitation in stating that the proposed 
works have been most ably designed, and, if carried out as proposed, will confer the greatest benefit upon 
the district that it is possible to give it. "When Sir John Coode designed his scheme the conditions were 
different from those prevailing at the present time. In former times the sand-spit through which the

break-outs
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break-outs have been made was a scrub in places 10 to 12 chains wide, and almost impenetrable. To look 
at it one would have thought that it would remain firm for ever. The vegetation upon it, however, has 
now been totally destroyed, and the sea has at various times broken through it in many places. ^ June, 1898.
816. Do you recollect the break-out occurring in 1893, which produced the present entrance ? Yes.
817. Do you recollect a break-out occurring in the vicinity of Sir John Coode’s scheme? Yes.
818. Is that open still ? I cannot tell you. There has been an opening at the South-west Rocks as long 
as I can remember. That opening has contracted and enlarged according to the operations of various 
floods. It would be utterly useless to attempt to improve the Grassy Head entrance without constructing 
a southern breakwater.
819. Do you recognise that that would be an expensive work ? Yes, most expensive ; and I do not think 
there is anything to warrant the expenditure. In my opinion, if the departmental proposal is carried 
out, we shall have a permanently deep channel at the new entrance. In regard to the alleged silting up 
of the bay, I think that the evidence that the river does not carry down sufficient silt to have an 
appreciable effect on the bay is irrefragable. What the river fetches down is the finest description of mud, 
and a close examination of the bottom of the bay will show that it is all clear sand. The only difficulty 
that could occur at the entrance might be in the formation of a bar of ocean sand in the lower part of 
the river. I would, therefore, impress upon the Committee the absolute necessity for removing that sand 
from the river, and depositing it behind a training-bank by the simple process of dredging. You will 
find that after you get under the alluvial in the lower river there is sea sand. This sand sometimes works 
away and allows the alluvial to fall into the river; but you do not find that the alluvial is carried into the 
sea. I have heard statements made about the formation of a bar outside the projected breakwaters ; but 
I cannot see why there should be such a bar. At Grassy Head there is no get-away for the sand ; but 
at the new entrance there is a get-away both to the north and to the south, and the scour will inevitably 
carry the sand to a point from which it will be removed.
820. Do you think that the proposed training-walls are designed to go out sufficiently far? I think so.
821. Have you been there lately ? Ho. I believe that the scheme designed by the Department will give 
us a good entrance. Another point which I should like to impress upon the Committee is with respect 
to levels. The Committee must remember that the land along these rivers is the highest at the water’s 
edge, but in a great many places, and especially at Rainbow Reach, a great part of the banks have been 
worn away. This has in some cases made an alteration of level to the extent of 2 feet, and perhaps more, 
which might mislead people not acquainted with the original state of affairs in regard to the rise and fall 
of the tide. Then, too, wherever the land has been of a spongy nature, and stock have been put on to it, 
it has solidified, and where water was not formerly seen it is now everywhere evident.
822. Can you tell the Committee anything of the losses which have been sustained by the farmers on 
Rainbow Reach ? Ho, I am ignorant on that subject; but you will see that there is some explanation of 
that in what I have said about the alteration of levels.
823. You hail with feelings of great satisfaction the proposal referred to the Committee for consideration?
I believe it to be the most important work for the development of the district that has ever been under
taken, and I have no hesitation in saying that it will be a most emphatic and marked success.
821. Is the Macleay district increasing in prosperity ? Undoubtedly.
825. If the proposed works are carried out will the district greatly develop ? They will prove a most 
material factor in promoting the welfare, prosperity, and progress of the district.
826. Is the dairying industry making rapid progress there ? Yes ; it is a new industry, and bids fair to
make a great expansion. .
827. That is an industry which would be developed by carrying out the works in question? Yes,
unquestionably. *
828. Do you corroborate what Mr. Verge said in regard to the value of land here ? To a large extent.
If you divided the district into three divisions, the good agricultural land in the central division—that is, 
the land a few miles above and below Kempsey—would be worth £40 an acre. Outside that division I 
think Mr. Verge’s estimate would be a fair one.
829. Have you known land here to be sold for £40 an acre ? I have known it to be sold for more than 
that; but you would not get so much now.
830. What would you get now ? I do not think you would get above £35 an acre ; but I know farmers 
who would sell for that.
831. Do you feel sure that it would bring more than £20 per acre ? I feel confident of it.
832. What is good land on the Macleay leased at per acre ? Prom £1 per acre up to 30s. per acre is 
about the average rent.
833. It would be only the very best land that would realise 30s. an acre ? Yes ; and its situation must 
be very good. Exemption from floods is a great advantage.
834. Do you endorse the reasons given by the Department for the proposed harbour works ? Yes. How
ever complete you may make the works at Grassy Head, you will not have the advantage there which you 
have at the new entrance. At Grassy Head you are always subject to the full effect of the north-east winds, 
and in olden times I have known vessels to be detained there for two months. On one occasion, when a 
lot of pigs were sent away by the steamer, she was detained there so long that the people eat them all.
835. How many years ago is that? Twenty years ago. It was when steam communication was first 
introduced into this district.
836. Do you regard 50 bushels of maize to the acre a fair average crop ? A very fair average. I have
known 20 acres to yield 2,200 bushels. °
837. Where was that ? Just opposite my own farm.
838. What is the largest yield that you ever obtained ? 110 bushels to the acre. The value of land here
depends to some extent upon the number of years for which the farmers have had it under cultivation 
The land upon many of the farms is to a certain extent worn out. •
839. What other industry, beyond maize-growing and dairying, is likely to be developed here ? We may 
develop the wine-making industry.
840. Is this soil well adapted to the growth of the vine? For only one class of vine ; but we can grow it 
in any quantity, and make a first-class wine from it.
841. Is much fruit grown in the district ? Very little. The climate is not suitable for fruit-growing. ■
Maize, butter, and pigs are the staple commodities of the district.

. *22 («)—D 842.
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What about timber? The timber supply is to a large extent exhausted.
What is your opinion of the proposal to construct a tramway from Jerseyville to Trial Bay ? I think 
no substantial benefit would be gained by the construction of such a tramway. The extensive 

handling of goods would be almost as large as the expense of getting them to Sydney. I am totally 
opposed to such a work, furthermore, if you were to ask me which I should prefer, good water com
munication or a railway, I should emphatically declare myself in favour of a railway, because of its cheap
ness, and on account of many other considerations. It would be as much trouble to bring heavy products 
to a railway as to take them all the way to Sydney by steamer.
844. A railway would only serve those above the head of navigation ? Yes ; and for carriage of light 
and perishable articles.
845. The people on the banks of the rivers would always use the steamers ? Yes. I heard some remarks 
made by Mr. Verge in regard to the necessity for improving the banks of the river, and I look upon that 
work as a most important element in the final success of the scheme. I think -we shall have to introduce 
municipal action in regard to the matter. The chief reason why the banks of the river are destroyed is, 
that settlers allow their stock to graze at the water’s edge. Nature protected the banks by placing the 
reeds all along them, but the cattle get down and eat them off. If the banks of the river were fenced 
off, the reeds would grow again, and nothing would disturb the soil. Then, too, if you could level the 
banks down to a certain angle, and plant them with willows, cutting the willows off when they had arrived 
at a certain age, so as to. make them fall over, and send out millions of roots, you would have a protection 
to the banks that could never be disturbed. In this way, in the course of a few years, the river would be 
restored to its original condition, the channel would deepen, and you would have no further trouble.
846. Has your suggestion ever been adopted in any part of the river ? No; but in some places they 
have been compelled to fence the roads off, and wherever that has been done the banks have returned to 
their original state.
847. Mr. Farnett.~\ Will willows grow where there is saltwater? No; but there are other trees which 
would serve the purpose equally well where there is salt water. The oak is even more effective than the 
willow. When the banks are protected you will be able to conduct your dredging operations with every 
prospect of permanent improvement.
848. Efforts have been made to prevent the erosion of the banks lower down the river ? I regard what 
has been done there as utterly worthless, and a waste of public money. The erosion takes place under 
the wood-work.
849. Is there anything you would like to add ? In regard to the tides, I should like to say that within 
the last eighteen months, we have had phenomenally high tides—tides at least a foot above the average 
height of high tides. I do not remember having seen such tides in the early days ; in my opinion this is 
not due to the harbour works, but is caused by the break-out which Nature herself has made.
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Herbert Phillips, Crown Lands Agent and Clerk of Petty Sessions, Kempsey, sworn, and examined :— 
H. Phillips. 850. CTiairman.~\ How long have you been in charge of this district ? About nine months. I have been 

a—^ on the North Coast for the last seven years—that is, at Grafton and here.
7 June, 1898. 851. Mr. GlarTce.~\ Can you supply us with information in regard to the Crown lands in this district ?

There are at the present time about 415,000 acres available for settlement in this district under the Crown 
Lands Act.
852. Where is this land situated ? Of course, the land upon the river bank was taken up first, and I 
think that most of the area available lies north from Kempsey.
853. Chairman.^ Are there any large reserves here ? There are several large forest reserves. Eor 
instance, there is the Maria Eiver forest reserve (F.E. 100), parish of Lincoln; the Allgommera forest 
reserve (E.E. 14,537), which takes up nearly the whole parish of that name ; the Collombatti forest 
reserve 12,301 ; and forest reserves numbered 158, 112, and 3,753. These are all large reserves.
854. Have you any knowledge of the quality of the soil in these particular reserves ? No ; I have never 
been on the land.
855. As a rule, the land in timber reserves is not good agricultural country ? That is so. The country in 
the parish of Colombatti is mountainous, but I think there should be fairly good country where the other 
reserves are situated.
856. Have you any other information to give in regard to the settlement here? Yes ; 1,391 conditional 
purchases were being paid for during the year 1897.
857. That would include new conditional purchases, and instalments upon old conditional purchases ? 
Instalments, interest, and balances were being paid upon that number of conditional purchases in 1897, 
the amount paid being £7,103 15s. Id. The total revenue received from land in 1897, was £9,568 2s. lid., 
and in 1896, £8,081 10s. Id.
858. Have not all the balances under the 1861 Act been paid up ? Every now and then people come in 
and pay up their balances to make a freehold. The totals I have given you include all balances. The 
revenue for 1895 was £7,611 6s. lid., so that there has been a gradual increase from year to year. The 
number of timber licenses issued during 1897 was 261.
859. What is the license fee ? Five shillings a month for an ordinary hardwood timber license, 2s. 6d. for a 
deadwood timber license, and 10s. for a cedar license. For licenses coming under Class A the charge is £1 a 
month. The Allgommera is a Class C reserve, and they can only get permission from the Department to 
take timber from that land.
860. They also pay royalties upon some classes of timber ? Yes; but the royalties do not come through 
my hands.
861. I suppose that settlement has considerably increased in the district since you came here ? There has
been an increase nearly every month. '

. 862. That shows that the conditions of the settlement are satisfactory ? Well, I am receiving more money
than I received last year.
863. Although an Act is in force providing for the postponement of payments ? The provisions of 
that Act have not largely been availed of.
864. Is there much swamp-land in this district ? Yes, a good deal.
865. Is it owned by private individuals, or by the' Crown ? Most of it has been taken up ; but some of
it is still available for selection. 866.



891

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HARBOUR 'WORKS AT MACLEAY RIVER. 27

866. That land is almost valueless, even for grazing f Tes; though in a dry time it is very valuable 
indeed. There is grass on the swamp lands when there is grass nowhere else in the district.
867. Would it be possible to drain these swamps ? I could not say.
868. Have you any other returns ? I have a return showing the number of conditional purchases applied 
for during the last three years. In 1895 sis conditional purchases were applied for, in 1896 four, in 1897 
two, and this year up to date, eight.
869. How does your district extend? Prom Taylor’s Arm, on the Nambucca, to the Port Macquarie 
district.
870. Does it go right to Port Macquarie ? No, not quite to Port Macquarie itself. _
871. Is there any other information you can give us? The revenue received from Petty Sessions work in 
1897 was £442 8s. Id. The sum of £125 8s. 9d. was received by the mining registrar.
872. Has any application been made to have the timber reserves thrown open for selection ? A little 
while ago a gentleman told me that application had been made to the Minister for the setting apart of one 
of the reserves for a refuge in times of flood ; but that is a matter with which I have nothing to do.
873. You have not heard the result of that application ? No. The only thing I should hear would be 
that the land had been withdrawn from reserve, or had been set aside for a specific purpose.
874. Do you not think it is advisable that some of these reserves should be thrown open to the public ? 
Well, it might promote settlement.
875. Isthelandlikely to be occupied if thrown open to selection? I could not say. There is land available 
for selection pretty well all over the district, to a greater or less extent.
876. Still the selections have been very few? Yes; but this year they have been more than during 
several previous years.
877. Do you know if there are any estates in the district under the old grant system ? I could not 
say. The parish of Lincoln used to be part of the Port Macquarie district, and there are several large 
grants there.
878. Were similar grants made within the vicinity of the town of Kempsey ? I do not think so.
879. How is the land in this district held—chiefly under conditional purchase? Yes, mostly about here, 
with a little freehold here and there. Of course, taking the whole district, I should think the larger area 
would be under leasehold.
880. Leasehold from the Crown ? Yes.
881. Has any land been set apart under the settlement lease section? Not in this district.
882. Have any homestead selections been made ? Yes.
8S3. Many? No, not many.
884. Has there been much inquiry from outside people for land ? No ; though I have had a letter from 
Yictoria, and another from New Zealand, since I came here.
885. If this district is to increase its output, in which direction must new settlement take place ? Settle
ment can take place only where land is available.
886. Do you know whether the Crown lands shown on our map of the county of Dudley is suitable for 
settlement ? No ; I can give you no opinion about that.
887. So far as you know, unless some of the reserves are revoked, there is no place where settlement can 
take place ? There are bits of land here and there in most of the parishes, but the areas are small.
888. What would be the area of an average conditional purchase in this district ? I suppose an average 
holding would be from 100 to 120 acres.

H. Phillips.

7 June, 1898.

purposes: The map shows889. Would not that indicate that the land is held purely for agricultural 
that the land which has been alienated is land suitable for cultivation.
890. So far as you know, is the land held by bond fide settlers, or is any large extent of it held for 
speculative purposes? I do not think so. So far as I am aware, most of the holdings are bond fide.
891. Has there been dummying to any extent ? I have not heard of it.

Otho Orde Dangar, auctioneer, Kempsey, sworn, and examined:—
892. Mr. Farnell.'] You are an old resident of this district? Yes ; I have resided here since 1859. O. O. Dangar.
893. And you at one time represented the Macleay electorate in the Legislative Assembly? Yes ; from /——
1889 to 1893. 7 June, 1898.
894. During your residence here you have had an opportunity of gaining a good knowledge of the resources 
of the district ? Yes.
895. Are you conversant with the proposal now before the Committee ? Yes ; this is a matter to which 
I have given attention since 1868. In that year I formed one of a deputation who waited on the 
Minister for Public Works on the improvement of the entrance, and I then gave an opinion in favour of 
the construction of training-walls and of the projection of breakwaters into the sea.
896. I suppose you then had in mind the improvement of the old entrance ? Yes.
897. Can you make a.general statement to the Committee in reference to the question which has been
referred to us ? Yes.. I have lost vessels at both entrances, and I have had actual experience of the .
terrible difficulties in the way of navigation on the lower part of the river,- when taking cedar rafts down.
In my opinion the proposed works are preferable to Sir John Coode’s scheme.

• 898. You knew the old entrance before the new entrance broke out ? Yes.
899. What was its condition then? Sometimes, under favourable circumstances, there would be a depth 
of 16 or 18 feet of water there, and then at other times vessels would be bar-bound, for weeks together.
The steamer trade was stopped altogether for a time, and the steamboat company had to employ sailing 
vessels. The entire blocking-up of the old entrance, which took place during a heavy easterly gale, by 
the accumulation of an enormous amount of flood-drift, could not occur at the new entrance. .The timber 
was packed up into a solid mass, so that the river was literally blocked, and the water broke out through 
the sand, and formed a new channel 2 miles further south. That could not occur at the present entrance, 
because of its comparatively sheltered position. The breakout to which I refer gradually worked north, 
until about seven years ago the channel reached Grassy Head again. One vessel that I had was wrecked 
just opposite Stewart Point, and the “Agnes Irving” was wrecked about 2 miles south of the present 
Grassy Head entrance.

900.
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O. 0. Dangar. goo. You have noticed the effect which the construction of training-walls at the new entrance has had on 
the river ? Yes; their immediate effect wras to produce a scour which gave a great depth of water. 

7 June, 1898. Another effect has been to let the tide in more rapidly, so that it now rises in the river somewhat higher 
than formerly.
901. On the whole, do you consider that the work has been effective and beneficial ? I have no hesitation 
in saying that that is my opinion.
902. Have you come to a conclusion in regard to the proposed extension of the training-walls ? I am not 
an engineer, but I should say that the extension of the training-walls will permanently benefit the river, 
not only by improving the navigation, but by giving a speedier outlet for flood-waters, which will be an 
immense advantage.
903. Have you seen the harbour works at the Bellinger Heads and at the Clarence Heads ? The works 
at the Bellinger Heads had only just been commenced when I was there in 1893, and I have not been there 
since. At that time, however, they had done an immense amount of good.
901. You have no doubt as to the permanency of the benefit which will be obtained from the carrying out 
of the Macleay works ? The only question which arises in my mind is as to the possibility of the forma
tion of a sandbank somewhat near the outlet of the channel, and as to whether the ocean current will 
be strong enough to sweep away the sand deposited there. Upon that point I am not able to form an 
opinion.
905. But you are in favour of the carrying out of this scheme ? Yes, emphatically. I consider that it 
will be a great boon to the Macleay district.
906. It is of vital importance to the development of the district ? Undoubtedly.
907. What do you think of the construction of a tramway from the Macleay to Trial Bay to allow of ocean 
steamers being loaded there ? In my opinion there is no doubt that the time will come when a railway 
will be essential. There is a future for this district in connection with the export trade, and more 
particularly the export trade of live stock and frozen meat, which will necessitate, probably, not within my

' lifetime, the construction of a jetty at Trial Bay. That, however, is a matter wholly for the future, and 
I consider that our present necessities require the completion of the scheme for improving the river 
entrance.
908. Do you thiuk that the construction of the North Coast railway can wait until these works are 
completed P I look upon the North Coast railway from a different point of view. I look upon that as a 
national wmrk which, apart from local requirements, should be carried out, first, for the purposes of defence, 
and secondly, as a means of getting to Brisbane with a great saving of haulage. I look upon its construc
tion for defence purposes as imperative. But even if such a railway is constructed, there will be a trade 
amounting to between 100,000 and 200,000 tons a year carried away in ships’ bottoms, that being the 
cheaper mode of conveyance.
909. Have you studied the question of railway construction from a commercial aspect ? Yes ; if it were 
proposed to make the Macleay the terminus of such a railway, I should say that its construction would 
be a great piece of folly, because I look upon its extension through to Brisbane as imperative.
910. If it were decided to carry out this great national work, wmuld it still be necessary to push forward 
with harbour improvements at Nambucca, the Bellinger, the Macleay, and other places? Well, I consider 
that the resources of the Macleay are sufficient to justify the proposed improvements of the river 
entrance. As to the other rivers, their output is smaller than ours, and it is probable that it will not 
increase.
911. If the proposed improvements are carried out, it is hardly likely that the Government will expend 
money on another public work which would take from the trade of the river? I submit that the case of 
the Macleay is very different from the case of the other rivers on the North Coast. While vie may be 
perfectly confident of the development of the Macleay district, I will not speak with equal confidence 
with regard to the condition and prospects of the other rivers.
912. You said something, a little while ago, about certain lands being subject to inundation by floods ;— 
is the improvement of the new entrance responsible for this inundation, or is it due to natural causes ? 
The flood of 1893 did a great deal of the mischief, and I do not apprehend that its consequences have been 
made worse by the wmrk which has been done since. Three or four openings were made by that flood, 
and, in my opinion, the work that has been done at the new entrance has not increased the injury.
913. I suppose that the area inundated by tidal water would be very small ? I should imagine that it 
might amount to 1,000 acres.
914. At what would you value the land there per acre ? That would entirely depend upon its condition 
before the flood took place.
915. The land which has been flooded by the tide has been rendered valueless? No; but lands which I 
have sold since have depreciated from £6 or £7 per acre to £2 per acre. A great deal of the injury could 
be prevented by making banks and ditches.
916. I suppose it would be quite possible to grow vegetables and other products upon this land then ? 
Yes; it is merely a matter of taking proper precautions to prevent the tide from flowing on to the land. 
Where salt water goes over land grass will not grow.
917. If the proposed scheme is carried out, do you think it will be necessary to take steps to prevent the 
erosion of the banks, and the formation of sandbanks in the main channel ? Those are matters which 
wmuld have to be attended under any circumstances, and have been before the Government for the last 
thirty or forty years. The erosion of the banks has been going on ever since the scrub timber was felled. 
The silting up of the river is another matter.
918. Do you think that united action should be taken by the Government and by the land-owners to deal 
with this question ? That would be decidedly a wise thing. The Government have done something in 
places, because they have owned roads alongside the river. Only last week I wrote an application for a 
person at Long Beach, who asked the Government to have another 20 chains of bad places made good. 
Work of this kind will have to be done whether the new entrance is made or whether Sir John Coode’s 
scheme is adopted.
919. Will you tell the Committee what you think of the general prospects of the district, and of the effect 
of the proposed works upon its development ? In the first place, I think that one of the results will be a 
reduction of rates. I believe that we may reasonably look forward to a reduction of 20 per cent. That will 
be a great boon to the people. With every improvement of the river there has been a reduction of rates.

When
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■When the North Coast Company first took up this trade we paid 3s. a'bag freight for maize, and now we °* O- Dangar. 
are paying only lOljd. per bag. 'in™ 189R
920. What is your opinion as to the probable extent of the dairying industry here? That industry has '■ *,une> ■‘‘H’0- 
developed very materially within the last twelve or eighteen months, and we have now reached an output
of 10 tons of butter per week. In my opinion the capacity of the district for development is such that 
one may readily suppose that the output of butter next year will be 20 tons a week, and in two years’ 
time 30 tons a week. It would be very difficult to say what the maximum output will be. There is an 
enormous area of land in this district which can be made productive—a much larger area than one would 
imagine.
921. Is all the land that can be put to profitable use for dairying and mixed farming within the influence 
of these works ? It is all within 5 miles of the river, and would use the new entrance. One of the greatest 
benefits to the district would result from the draining of the swamp lands. These lands, when drained, 
would carry three or four cows to the acre.
922. Can you tell us of any place where that is being done ? I can cite the case of a property at Seven- 
oaks, where, by giving ordinary facilities for the getting away of the water, land that twenty years ago 
was almost a morass, is now capable of feeding two or three head of cattle to the acre. A plain just near 
here that was uncrossable has, by the cutting of a drain, been made leaseable at 20s. an acre.
923. Then the draining of these swamps is practicable ? Yes.
924. Has the “ Drainage Union Act ” been used to any extent here ? No, not at all.
925. Do you think that the improvement of the entrance, and the giving of regular communication, will 
act as an incentive to the development of the district? I have not the least doubt that the output of the 
district will be doubled. In a letter which I sent to the Premier some time ago I pointed out that the 
area of the swamp land in this district was 50,000 acres.
926. If the Government drained the swamp land belonging to the Crown could it be let at profitable 
rentals ? There are only three swamps of which the Government hold any considerable area. Most of 
the swamp land is held by private individuals.
927. "Would it be easier to improve this land than to pay £20 or £30 per acre for clearing other land ?
Naturally so. The land could be drained for £1 an acre, but it is held by a number of settlers, and each 
man says, “ Let the other fellow drain it.” ,
928. You are aware that the Government in some places is clearing land for the development of settle
ment ;—do you think it advisable for them to also direct their attention to the draining of swamps ? Yes ; 
but the difficulty is, that the Government do not own a sufficient area of swamp lands. This land is held 
by people on the waiting principle. It would be a grand thing if it could be resumed at its present value, 
have 1,750 acres of swamp land which I can sell for £500. It is in the hands of the banks, and they will 
not improve it. This land is capable of making 300 per cent. ,
929. Do you think that two steamers trading here regularly would be able to do the trade of the district 
for some years to come ? We have three or four steamers coming here at the present time. The North 
Coast Company loaded the “ Wyrallah ” and the “ Burrawong” this week, while the “ Wyoming ” has also 
come in. They sometimes take away 8,000 bags of maize a week.
930. You have very great faith in the district, and you think that the Committee would be justified in 
recommending that something be done to further develop its resources ? Yes. I have not the slightest 
doubt that the proposed harbour works will be an immense service to the district. The following informa
tion in regard to tbe district may be of interest to you :—We have 3 dairy factories, 21 steam creameries,
18 blacksmiths, 10 saddlers, 15 wheelwrights and implement makers, 28 general stores, 30 shops, 2 chemists,
5 hairdressers, 9 auctioneers, 2 newspapers, 16 hotels, 1 spirit licensee, 3 banks, 3 solicitors, 3 doctors, and 
750 farmers and dairymen.

Otto Albert Herborn, licensed surveyor, Macleay and Port Macquarie districts, sworn, and examined:—
931. Chairman.'] How long have you been here ? I am a native of this district; but for some years I O. A.
had charge of the Mudgee district. Herborn.
932. You have a personal knowledge of the whole of this district ? Yes. “n
933. What opportunity is there for an extension of settlement here ? In the first place, if the harbour ^ ^une’ 18®8- 
works are successful—and here appears to be every indication that they will be—a great deal of land
on the tributaries of the Macleay will be made use of for farming.
934. Is there room for any more settlers ? Yes, certainly.
935. Where would the land be found? Upon many of the creeks which are'tributary to the Macleay.
936. Is it within reserves ? A good deal of it is within reserves.
937. I understand that there are a great many reserves in this district? Yes.
938. Chiefly timber reserves ? Yes. •
939. Many of them were proclaimed some years ago ? Yes. -
940. Are you in a position to say whether many or any of them have served their purpose, and might now 
be revoked to allow of- settlement taking place ? I think it would be generally beneficial if most of the 
reserves, and especially the timber reserves, were revoked. The reserves in among the mountains might 
be retained, and in places, might be added to, where the country is mountainous and inaccessible. For 
present purposes sufficient timber could be obtained from a few reserves.
941. Have not all the reserves been denuded of their commercial timber, and are they not therefore 
valueless as timber reserves ? That is so to a certain extent.
942. In that case they could be turned to better account if they were settled ? Yes.
943. How many acres are there in the reserves which you think could be brought under settlement ? I 
could hardly say.
944. You believe that the area would be large, but you are not in a position to say how large ? Yes.
945. What is the character of the Crown lands outside the reserves ? It varies a good deal. Some of it 
maybe considered worthless, while other land consists of rich alluvial soil.. This rich alluvial soil, however, 
is only in very small patches. There might be 100 or more small patches from 5 to 10 acres each in bends 
of the creeks and similar places. This good ground would be backed up in many cases by good forest 
country, with perhaps inferior forest country behind.
946. We have been told by the Crown Lands Agent that there is a considerable area of Crown land in .
the districtdo you know whether any portion of that land is suitable]for settlement under the settlement

lease
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lease or homestead selection provisions o£ the Crown Lands Acts ? I should not recommend anyone to 
Herborn. take ^ un(jer those sections. I think that the only way this land can be settled is by giving people the 

7 Junel898 to eventuaHy acquire it in fee simple.
’ ' 947. Do you think that if the country you have spoken of were thrown open under the settlement lease

provisions, it would be taken up ? I do not think so.
948. How is it held at the present iime ? Some of it is held under annual lease, hut a great deal of it is 
not occupied.
949. I s'uppose the annual lease system is the worst form of occupation we can have, because it involves 
no improvements and no residence V The country most suitable for permanent occupation and settlement 
is not, as a rule, held by annual lease. The annually leased land is used for grazing purposes, and does 
not require much improvement, apart from ringbarking.
950. Do you think there is enough unalienated land in the district to support twice the present population ? 
I think so.
951. I presume that the first settlers went for the best land, and what is left is inferior land? Tes; 
though occasionally good pieces of land are discovered.
952. Do you think that this district is capable of supporting a large population ? I think so. The land 
is the richest I have seen anywhere.
953. Is the rainfall good ? The rainfall is very good, though it occasionally produces floods.
954. Is it sufficient to give certainty to the operations of agriculture ? I think so.
955. Can you tell us anything regarding the swamp land, of which there appears to be large areas in this 
district ? There is a great area of swamp land.
956. M ost of this land is in the hands of private owners ? It must be in the hands of hundreds of 
separate owners.
957. Do you think it is capable of being improved by drainage ? I am certain that it is. I consider that 
in most cases the land is wTorth less than £1 an acre at the present time.
958. Would it bo practicable to drain it ? All the swamps could be easily drained, because they are all
above high-water level—that is, with a few exceptions. I consider that the swamp land is as rich as the 
land on the banks of the river, though of a slightly different formation. It will fatten about two beasts 
to the acre. -
959. Is that as it stands ? Ho ; when it is drained and improved. Some of these swamps have been 
drained. One, of which I have some personal knowledge, is the Austral Eden Swamp. That swamp has 
been drained.
960. Is the draining of these swamps within the power of the present owners ? Under the Water Eights 
Act.
961. Have you in view the possibility of the Government being requested to undertake this work ? Yes. 
There have been several moves in that direction.
962. But could the land be drained by the private holders? Well, a great many of the private holders 
have not sufficient means to improve their land. Many of them are in the hands of the Banks.
963. Before this land can be made use of, capital will have to be expended in draining it ? Tes.
964. Do you know anything of the land in the vicinity of Eainbow Eeach? Tes, I know a great 
deal of it.
965. Do you know anything of the land held by Messrs. Cox, Sheppard, and Sinclair ? I am not sure if 
I know those exact properties, but I know the situation of the land about there.
966. It has been asserted that this land is subject to inundation by tidal water, because of the new ebb 
entrance being made;—will you tell us if that is really a fact? The land in that locality is usually higher on the 
river or creek bank than further back, and generally slopes inland. The tidal water in many cases flows 
up the gullies and creeks, and overflows the back land. These creeks and gullies are generally small, and 
could be easily blocked, and I think by using flood-gates, and by taking advantage of the exceptionally

■ < low tides which follow the exceptionally high tides, much of the low-lying land could be made much more
_ valuable than it was originally.

• - 967. Do you know of your own knowledge if there has been a higher rise of tide in that locality since the
^ 1 new channel wras cut through ? Tes.

968. As a matter of fact, have not the lands now alleged to be inundated been partially inundated for many 
years ? To a certain extent, that is so.
969. The low-lying land will always be subject to inundation while the by-creeks are allowed to remain 
open ? Certainly.
970. Are you of opinion that the mischief could be stopped by putting in flood-gates ? Tes, in most cases,' 
and the land could be made better than it was before these exceptionally low tides.
971. Do you hold the opinion that it would be wise to abandon the new entrance in order to preserve these 
lands from further inundation ? Certainly not.
972. Do you think it would be advisable to carry out works which the Department is satisfied will be 
effective, and to take other steps to relieve the farmer whose lands may be inundated? Tes.

- 973. Are you prepared to say that this inundation was consequent upon the cutting through of the new
channel? No ; it would have occurred in any case.
974. In flood-time does the river break out at different places, or does all the water go through Grassy 
Head opening? In flood-time the river has a tendency to break over the banks at places called Sevenoaks, 
and to go across the swamp and plain country there until it finds its way into Clybucca Creek.
975. Do you think the construction of a channel which will give an outlet for the flood-waters 7 miles
nearer than the old Grassy Head entrance will relieve the river ? 1 think so.

John Hibbard, storekeeper and grazier, Dulcoonghi and Gladstone, sworn, and examined :—
J. Hibbard. 976. Chairman^ Y"ou have been living upon the river for about thirty years ? Eor upwards of forty years. 
r - -x —' 977. Tou desire to bring under the notice of the Committee certain facts in regard to the course of flood 

7 June, 1898. water ;—have you undertaken to do this because you are of opinion that the proposed works will be 
detrimental to a certain portion of tbe river ? Speaking honestly, I believe that they will be detrimental, 
hut at the same time there are some benefits that wdli be derived from them. It stands to reason that the 
closer you bring the ocean to the river the higher the tides will rise, though, at the same time, you get a 
speedier outlet for flood waters. 978.
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978. The new entrance was cut through by flood waters, and the Department have since expended a large •
sum of money in making the opening permanent;—are you prepared to recommend' the closing of the ^ 'ipune 1898 
new entrance, so that the Grassy Head entrance may be resorted to again? Certainly not. • . > > •
979. Tou are of opinion that the new entrance causes the tides to rise higher in the river;—will you show 
us how this is to be prevented ? I think it is almost impossible to say how it can be prevented.
980. Have you yourself suffered damage by reason of the higher tides ? No.
981. Have you any objection to urge against the proposed completion of the works at the new entrance,
or have you any suggestion to make for the mitigation of the evil which you are afraid will occur ? I •
think that the works will be of more benefit to the district at large than they will do injury to a few land
holders on the lower Macleay. Even if the Government had to pay a few thousand pounds to recoup 
those farmers for their losses, I should consider that the new entrance would be of more benefit to the 
district than the Grassy Head entrance as Sir John Coode proposed to improve it. I think that Sir John 
Coode’s scheme was too costly to be considered.
982. If you were an engineer, and found this entrance made by nature, would you have adopted it, and 
improved it ? I believe that I should. I might perhaps have taken it a little further south in order to 
touch the South West rocks.
983. Do you think that the Department has made a mistake in choosing the new entrance instead of the 
Grassy Head entrance.? I think that they have made a mistake ; but it is too late to remedy it now.
984t. A mistake in what respect ? 1 believe that if the Grassy Head entrance had been improved as Sir
John Coode proposed to improve it, it would have been preferable; but looking at the vast expendi
ture which it would have entailed, I consider that it will be more advantageous to the Department, and 
perhaps eventually to the district also, though not to the farmers whose lands may be injured, to improve
the new entrance. Erom that point of view I do not consider that the engineers have acted unwisely. I .
have watched the action of the floods for a number of years, and I know their tendency.
985. The object of these works is to maintain a good channel for navigation;—do you not think that they 
will also have the effect of giving a quicker outlet to flood waters ? Certainly.
986. The channel at the entrance will be about 700 feet wide, and its sectional area will be greater than 
that of the river, though its width will he 100 feet less ;—at the same time it will shorten the distance to 
the ocean ? I admit that the closer you can bring us to the sea the better.
987. Eloods in this district are very serious ? Tes.
988. Anything that can be done to assist the escape of flood-waters will benefit the interests of the 
people ? Tes.
989. Do you remember the flood that cut this opening ? Tes. .
990. Was it a large one ? Tes ; it was a record flood for Kempsey, but not for the lower Macleay.
991. Did the break there occur suddenly, or did it occur gradually ? I really cannot say.
992. Have you heard the farmers say that when that opening was made they got immediate relief ? The 
farmers on tbe upper part of the river said that it gave them immediate relief, but the farmers on the lower 
part of the river said that it injured them, because it brought about higher tides.
993. Do you think those farmers were greatly injured ? No ; they have always suffered from the erosion 
of the banks. The banks there are very low, and they are worn away, even by the wash of the steamers.
994. The various openings, which have been cut through the sand-spit from time to time, have always
affected the unfortunate holders of land on the lower parts of the river by admitting the tidal water more quickly ? Tes. r ^ &
995. Admitting that these men have suffered to some extent, do you think it would be wise to proceed 
with the proposed works, and to recoup them in some other way? Tes.
996. Is there anything you would like to add? Well, in regard to the Unkya settlers, how does the 
Government propose to recoup them in the event of the closing up of tbe lower part of the river. They 
asked me to bring this matter before you. They have had to undergo great hardships in settling there, 
and they want to know if the Government will grant them relief, in the event of the closing up of the 
channel which leads to Grassy Head. I suggested that if the Government were to construct a training- 
wall which would lead the flood-waters of Clybucca Creek into the present channel, there would be a 
greater scour, though I am of opinion that if you cut off the Clybucca water, the sediment will lodge in 
Trial Bay, and eventually silt It up. I suggested that an opening could be left in this wall for barges to 
go through. I also suggested that if the channel were closed up, a road could be made to the mouth of 
the Clybucca Creek.
997. The proposition that you have put before us can hardly be censidered until after the completion of 
the proposed works. If it is then found necessary to give relief to these people, your scheme may be 
considered at some future time ?—

William Thomas Dangar, saddler, Kempsey, sworn, and examined;—
998. Chairman.'] How long have you been in this district ? Eorty years next October. 'W'.I.Dang&r.
999. Mr. Iriclcett.] Tou were formerly Mayor of Kempsey ? Tes. .
1000. As an old resident of the district, do you recognise the vital importance of regular and easy com- 7 June, 189Sfc 
munication ? Tes.
1001. Do you think that the district has suffered by reason of the bad river entrance ? Tes. The steamer 
is barbound at the present time.
1002. That used to be a frequent occurrence, but it has not happened so often lately ? No.
1003. Do you think that it has .happened more often since the new entrance was made? We have had 
quicker despatch through the new channel than we had previously, but a shoal has now formed outside, 
which causes some inconvenience,
1004. When the training-walls are carried out as far as it is proposed to take them, do you think that the 
entrance will be a good one ? I think so.
1005. Do you think that you will then get a scour which will move the sand away ? I think so. If the 
water can be conveyed out of the river without spreading too much I think that the scour will make the 
channel a deep one.
1006. Do you look upon the rates of freight prevailing in the district at the present time as rather high ?
We are paying a higher rate than is generally paid on the other rivers. 1 believe that we pay a trifle 
more than is paid on the Clarence and on the Kichmond. 1007.
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W- T.Dangar. 1007. Of course, that is owing to the bad river entrance ? So I learn from the North Coast Steamship 
7 June 1898 ^omPany> which I happen to be a shareholder. Steamers of a light draught have to be used here, and 

’ ' smaller cargoes have to be carried than would be carried if the river were deeper.
1008. As an old resident, do you favour the continuation of the present works ? Tes ; seeing that so 
much has already been spent on the entrance, I think it only right that the works should be completed. 
I consider the experiment a very valuable one.
1009. Do you confirm the opinion of the last witness that the cutting through of this entrance has had 
the effect of relieving the higher parts of the river during flood times? I believe that it has had that 
effect, because it has let the water out much more quickly.
1010. Mr. Yerge was examined generally as to the prosperity and capabilities of this district. He spoke 
highly of its qualities. Do you agree with what he said ? Certainly; and no one could be in a better 
position than Mr. Verge is in to give an opinion upon the subject, seeing that he is so much interested in 
properties here.
1011. Do you regard it as a splendid agricultural district, and as a district suitable for dairying and for 
cattle-breeding ? Tes ; I have invested all I could spare in the place, and I think the investment is one 
of the best I could make. That the district is a prosperous one is beyond doubt, but for years it has 
been shut in by the mountains on the west, and by the bad entrance. Now, however, we have a tolerably 
fair road to the New England district. Going south to the Manning and on to Maitland the roads have 
also been very bad, so that the district has been almost isolated.
1012. Do you regard the river as the natural outlet for the trade of the district ? I believe that it is the 
best outlet we can get. If we had a railway we could hardly hope to expect it to carry our maize as 
cheaply as the steamers.carry it.
1013. And at the present time you regard the improvement of the entrance as the best way of advancing
the district ? Certainly ; a railway would, no doubt, be patronised by passengers ; but I do not think it 
could compete successfully with the steamers for the carriage of produce. .
1014. Has the district greatly improved since you came here ? Of course, we have had the usual draw'- 
backs, floods, and the bank stoppage. I do not think, however, that the floods have done as much harm 
as people were at first inclined to think, because, while they have caused great inconvenience, they have 
also enriched the low-lying lands very considerably.
1015. Eloods do not occur very often ? My observation is that very large floods come about every ten or
twelve years. .
1016. Otherwise the seasons are fairly regular ? Tes. Sometimes we have had a succession of wet 
seasons, and not so long ago we had four very dry seasons. We had a very large flood in 1864, and then 
wre had not another very inconvenient flood until 1875. The biggest flood within the memory of a white 
person occurred in 1893, when the water covered the whole of Central Kempsey and a great many places 
down the river.
1017. Do you know anything of the low-lying land at Eainbow Eeach ? I am not so well acquainted 
with Eainbow Eeach ; but I have had property on Darkwater and Kinchela Creeks.
1018. Has the land there been affected by the new entrance ? I think it has been much improved, 
because the water gets away more quickly now.
1019. What do you consider about the fair value of agricultural land in this district ? I should think 
the arable land was, on an average, worth from £20 to £25 an acre.
1020. And the swamp land ? Land that can be grazed upon is worth from £3 to £5 an acre. I think 
m all earnestness that the improvement of the new channel should be prosecuted so as to give us a good 
entrance. In my opinion, the carrying out of a training-wall will bring about a successful result, though 
I would not think of blocking up the old entrance. In years gone by there used to be a tremendous 
sand beach at Grassy Head, and the entrance was further to the south. The “ Agnes Irving ” was 
wrecked at that entrance ; but there is a sand beach there new. If the experiment of the Department is 
unsuccessful we can, of course, return to the old entrance ; but the Departmental scheme is worth 
trying. A great deal more work is required at the present entrance to give a satisfactory result.
1021. Tou consider that the development of this district depends upon the improvement of the entrance? 
Tes, because we must have a convenient outlet to market. I might mention that for fifteen or sixteen 
years I have been connected with a saw-mill, and I have shipped a considerable quantity of timber to 
feydney. Upon one occasion I shipped about 50,000 feet by the “ Platypus,” a vessel that used to trade 
here ; so that I am interested in the improvement of the entrance. I have been over the bar as often as 
four times a day, so that I have some knowledge of the place, and know the effect of the floods there. 
On one occasion I saw between 5 and 6 feet of water over the highest banks at Kinchela Creek.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Alfred James Trees, farmer, West Kempsey, sworn, and examined:—:
A. J. Trees. 1022. Chairman.~\ Tou have heard the evidence that has been given;—is there anything you desire to 

p-dd ? Well, I was down to see the new entrance some few months ago. I went there on purpose to form 
7 June, 1898. ideas about it, and I thought the scheme was great. I think in times of flood it will relieve the farmers 

both up and down the river. I have been a resident here for forty-three years, and I noticed that after 
the 1893 flood the water got away much more quickly than ever before. It was said this was because of 
the openings which had been cut through the beach, and I believe that it was so.
1023. Tou have seen this district progress ? Tes. When I came here there was only one building in
Central Kempsey. .
1024. Do you think that the country is justified in spending a large sum of money in improving the 
entrance to the river ? Tes.
1025. Do you think that the trade of the district warrants the expenditure ? Tes. There is a great deal 
of land not now cultivated which is very rich, and would growT almost anything.
1026. In general terms, you are satisfied with the site selected by the Department, and with the scheme 
designed, and you think that the improvements is necessary and justifiable ? Tes.

Philip
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Philip Calfe Hill, sworn, and examined :—
1027. Mr. Roberts?^ You resided for a long time on the Macleay ? A.bout twenty-four years.
1028. Are you residing here at the present time ? No. .
1029. You are now residing in Sydney ? Yes. '
1030. You can speak as to the inconvenience to which the business people here have been put by the
bad state of the entrance ? Yes. We have often found it very difficult to send produce away and to get 
goods from Sydney. . .
1031. What do you think will be the result of the proposed works ? In my opinion, there never will be
a good bar. ,
1032. Why ? I have been through the new entrance ever since it was opened, and it seems to me that
the further the walls go out the further the sand goes out with it. Captain Taplin tells me that even the 
bay is being silted up. _ ■ . . „
1033. Do you think the works are sufficiently advanced to enable you to give a decision on the point.
No ; I do not. .
1034. If the training-walls are carried out as proposed, do you not think the scour will carry away any 
sand that might otherwise accumulate at the entrance ? The beach seems to me to be running right 
along to join the wreck that is lying in the channel now, and, in my opinion, the entrance will not hold, 
because there is nothing but sand to build upon. At the present time the bar trends away to the north.
1035. Up to within a month ago has not the new entrance been exceptionally good is not this the first 
time that any difficulty has been experienced in getting in or out? The bar has never been absolutely
good. . . .
1036. Not as good as the old entrance ? No ; I am in favour of the old entrance. In my opinion it 
would have been better to have improved the old Grassy Head entrance, but as so much money has been 
spent at the new entrance we should go a little further, so that we may see if the scheme will be

P. 0. Hill.

June, 1898.

a success. , , , , ■, .1037. In view of the fact that only about £15,000 has been expended at the new entrance, do you not
think it will be better to treat that as a loss, and devote attention to improving the old entrance ? When 
Mr. Carleton came to view the place I was chairman of the Progress Committee, and I told him that this 
entrance would be of no use, but he said that they knew better than we did. If the place were my owu, 
I would expend a little more upon the scheme, and see if it would be any more good, though I hold the 
opinion that it will never be any good. .... , ,,
1038. Do you favour the carrying of the training-walls further out ? I think if you do not get a good bar 
when the walls are carried out as far as it is proposed to carry them out you will never get a good bar.
1039. Is the trade of the district generally increasing ? Yes ; very much. _ , .
1040. What are the principal features of improvement ? There has been a marked increase in dairying.
Before we were growing so much maize that the price went so low that it did not pay us. Since then, 
however, people have gone into mixed farming, and have studied their interests better. I have heard of 
farmers at Unkya and Yarrahapinni growing as much as 1,500 and 2,000 bags of maize in a season. I 
think that they should be considered, and an opportunity given them to get their maize away. Mr. 
Hennessey has a saw-mill there, and so have I. .
1041. Do you refer to the people who ship at Stuart’s Point ? Yes ; if the new entrance is made, and 
the lower part of the river is not kept open, they will have no way of getting their produce to market.
1042. But it is not proposed to shut up that part of the river ; the droghers will call there as usual, and 
will take produce down to the new entrance ? Still, it makes a difference to them. They will have to 
pay for the droghing. I have to pay £1 extra to have vessels towed to Stuart s Point.
1043. Is it not a fact that the rate of lOld. a bag includes droghing from any part of the river? I do 
know what the arrangement is.
1014. That has been stated in evidence? Well, before the new entrance was made no droghing was 
required at Stuart’s Point, because the steamers used to call there. _
1045. Is much timber sent from the Macleay nowr ? Yes ; for blocks and market timber.
1046. Any cedar ? Yes ; but that comes from up the river.
1047. Is the trade generally improving ? I think so.
1048. You are the owner of property in the district? Yes. I have several farms and other property here.
1049. Have rents been advancing, or have they been going down of late years ? Well, town property is 
not so good as it was, but farm property is very much sought after. Of course, when we get a better 
entrance property will increase in value all round.
1050. Have you anything further to say? Well, I do not think that your scheme will do any good, but
1 hope that it may. ___________________________ -

Thomas Hennessey, saw-mill proprietor, West Kempsey and Stewart Point, sworn, and examined:—
1051. Chairman.'] Do you ship your timber from Stewart Point ? Yes. T.
1052. Do you come here because you are afraid that the lower river will silt up, and that you will be cut Hennessey,
off from the new entrance ? That is what we were informed will happen. r—
1053. It is not intended that that shall happen;—will that remove any fears you have ? That will 7 June> 
remove a very serious objection 1 had to the scheme.
1054. Inasmuch as it is not intended to put a training-wall across your part of the river, but to allow it 
to remain open, do you think that you will suffer by the carrying out of the Departmental proposal ? No,
I do not think so. The question for us is, will the Government keep the lower part of the river dredged ?
1055. If things remain as they are there, will it suit your case ? Yes ; I have no objection to the scheme 
so long as I am given an outlet i'or my vessels. As Mr. Hill has pointed out, it will cost me £1 more for 
towage now that vessels come in at the new entrance.
1056. How much do your vessels draw ? About 8 ft. 6 in. or 8 ft. 9 in. when loaded.
1057. Then they could get along the lower part of the river at high tide? Yes. Prom Stewart’s Point to
Shark Island has been dredged, but I suppose that it will silt up again in time.
1058. If the channel is dredged again and you can get out at the new entrance, I suppose you will not
object to the carrying out of the Departmental scheme ? No. *

*22 («)—E Henry
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^ Henry Edmund Palmer, Inspector of Stock, Kempsey, sworn, and examined : —
. mer. 1059. Chairmaii.\ Tou have certain returns to produce ? I have a copy of the stock returns for the last 

7 Jmie, 1898, t"'° ^ears- TheJ are as follows
Progress Return, 1897.

Returned and estimated. Horses. Cattle. Sheep.

Number returned ................... 9,768
100

45,807
1,000

205
50Number estimated not returned........................

9,868 40,807 255

Progress Return, 1898.
Returned and estimated. Horses. Cattle. Sheep.

Number returned ............................................ 10,028
200

47,200
1,000

252
25Number estimated .............. .............................

10,228 48,200 277

1060. How far does your district extend ? The returns take in the district from Port Macquarie to the 
Bellinger.
1061. And how far back inland do you go ? To the Dividing Bange—60 or 70 miles. More than three- 
fourths of the stock returned is Kempsey stock. The Bellinger stock is hardly worth consideration,
1062. Where does the fat and store stock go to from here ? We fatten about 5,000 head on the Macleay.
Last year about 2,800 head were sent to Sydney overland. We have made attempts to ship stock away, 
but we have had very severe losses. ’
1063. The rest of the stock is, I suppose, sold to the local butchers? Tes.
1061. Is there any considerable trade in store cattle ? I suppose about 6,000 would be sold in Maitland.
1065. I suppose the stock leave here for the fattening districts farther west ? Tes ; I do not think they 
would be affected by the scheme under consideration.
1066. They would scarcely be affected either by the construction of a railway or by the improvement of 
the river entrance ? No.
1067. Is this a healthy district for stock ? Remarkably healthy district.
1068. Tou have no tick here yet r No. .
1069. Is there anything you desire to add ? Only that there has been a marked increase in the number 
of dairying cattle in the district during the last two years.
1070. Do you think that this is a good dairying district? There can be no question about that.

[Two plans.]

Sj-dney: William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1893.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

HARBOUR WORKS AT MANNING RIVER.

REPORT.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1888, 51 Vic. No. 37, the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 Vic. 
No. 26, and the Public Works (Committees’ Remuneration) Act of 1889, 53 
Vic. No. 11, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon 
“the expediency of constructing Harbour Works at Manning River,” have, 
after due inquiry, resolved that it is expedient the proposed works, as referred 
to the Committee, be ' carried out with such modifications as are suggested in 
their Report; and, in accordance with the provisions of sub-section (iv) of 
clause 13 of the Public Works Act, report their resolution to the Legislative 
Assembly:—

’ Sir John Goode’s Scheme.

Ever since 1882, the Committee are officially informed, the Government has 
found it necessary, in order to maintain the navigation of the Manning, to expend 
large sums of money on dredging, the total sum so expended up to the end of 1897 
amounting to £54,774. Of this sum about £14,470 has been spent at or near the 
entrance. But while this work has given a measure of relief, it has always been felt 
that nothing short of the construction of walls and breakwaters for the training and 
concentration of the river currents could give satisfactory and permanent results. The 
Government therefore obtained from Sir John Coode a report as to,the nature of the 
works which, in his opinion, would best secure the end in view, and in 1889 he 
recommended the construction of training-walls and breakwaters as follows :—

South Breakwater.—A rubble mound, commencing at the eastern termination 
of the south sandspit, and extending therefrom for a length of 4,000 feet, the inner 
portion being curved, and the outer length carried on a straight line, running in an 
east-south-east direction.

North Training-hank.—A low rubble bank, commencing from the rocky ledge 
under Flagstaff Hill, and extending thence on a curved line 2,300 feet.

Barrier Bank.—A rubble bank, about 4 feet above high water, extending 
from the root of the south breakwater in a southerly direction about 5,200 feet, to 
prevent the erosion of the south spit and the outflanking of the new works by the 
discharge of flood-waters.

Bubble Facing.—-Rubble facing, a length of about 1,500 feet of the river-bank 
at the root of the South Spit.

North Breakwater.■—A rubble mound 2,200 feet long, to seaward and 
curved, and finishing with a straight length almost parallel to the south breakwater, 
the opening between the two works being 800 feet. This width, Sir John Coode 
“ believed would be sufficient for the discharge of flood-waters without creating a 
gorge, especially bearing in mind that it is not proposed, at all events in the first 
instance, to close Farquhar Inlet.” The
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The effect of the proposed works when completed would he to form an 
entrance to the Manning, having a depth of not less than 12 feet at low water, or 
16 feet at high water of spring tides.

The estimated cost of the works was as follows :—
South Breakwater... ...length, 4,000 feet
North Training-bank ... „ 2,300 „
Barrier Bank to South Spit ,, 6,700 „
North Breakwater... ... „ 2,200 „
Leading lights, buoying and lighting channel

£118,200 
7,400 
8,630 

57,700 
, 2,000

£193,230 
Say ... £194,000

The Departmental Scheme. .

2. The scheme referred to the Committee for inquiry is, to some extent, 
similar to that of Sir John Coode, the difference being the addition of a river wall 
extending up-stream from the inner side of the north training-wall, and the omission 
of a wave basin at the northern side of the entrance. It consists of two breakwaters, 
800 feet apart, at the north and south sides of the river entrance respectively, and 
the continuation of training-walls, at a lower level, up-stream to confine and train 
the river waters, and also the construction of some stone facing at a portion of the 
south hank of the river to prevent erosion. The total length of the breakwaters, 
training-walls, &c., in this scheme, is about 25,000 feet, and the estimated cost £222, 
500; but it is thought that, for the present, the scheme may be modified by reducing 
the total length of the breakwaters, and walls to a little over 19,000 feet, at an 
estimated cost of about £100,000. This is in addition to work already done in the 
construction of a portion of the north training-wall and breakwater at a cost of 
£23,020. .

On the completion of the modified scheme, the depth of water at the entrance, 
the officers of the Department consider, should be ample for all vessels likely to use 
the port for many years to come.

Local Bepresentations.

3. After the receipt of Sir John Goode’s report the residents of the towns on 
the river petitioned the Government to take some steps towards improving the 
entrance. They represented that for many years past, owing to the treacherous state 
of the bar, the* people of the district had suffered great loss and inconvenience; 
connection with the metropolis had been uncertain, and the casualties to shipping 
had been so numerous that in order to make trade profitable, steamship-owners had 
been forced to charge almost prohibitive rates of freight. It was estimated that 
£60,000 would not cover the losses at the bar during the past twenty years, and 
in 1893 alone they had reached £10,000. In May, 1894, the Minister requested 
the Engineer-in-Chief “ to report, as soon as possible, whether any work, at 
a comparatively small cost, could be carried out which would be of material 
benefit to this entrance, say, perhaps, the northern training-wall; if so, it might 
be desirable to do this work at once.” Mr. Darley thereupon had an estimate 
prepared of the probable cost of opening up a quarry at Crowdy Head, constructing 
a tramway thereto, providing plant, tools, &c., and constructing the north training- 
bank, and found that the work could not be carried out for less than £20,000. He 
suggested, however, testing the market by preparing a specification which could be 
drawn up to provide for the contractor finding the stone, either by bringing it down 
the river or from Crowdy Head or from any other source he might find available; 
the contractor to provide all plant, &c., and complete the work at a price per ton. 
Tenders were thereupon invited, the estimated cost being put down at £16,000. The 
owest tender was at a rate of 3s. 8d. per ton, and a vote having been taken on the 
Loan Estimates, this tender was accepted for the construction of the north training- 
wall on 29th December, 1894, and the work is still in progress.

The
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The Manning River and District.

Manning flows through a thickly-settled agricultural and pastoral 
district, embracing the southern portion of the county of Macquarie and the north
eastern portion of the county of Gloucester. The river flats and lowlands generallv 
through which it runs are exceedingly fertile, and said to be particularly adapted 
o the growth of maize and tobacco. The good land, however, does not extend 

tar back, and all of it may he said to have been taken up. The farmers do not 
cultivate their holdings to the extent possible, and in that respect the land in 
occupation may he made to support a larger population than it has upon it at 
present. On the upper part of the river, or of some of its tributaries, opportunity 
exists for settlement. Most of the tributaries have upon them what is called second- 
class agricultural land; but, generally speaking, the land available in the district at 

. e present time is only suitable for grazing purposes, and much of it is of poor 
quality. Maize has been, so far, the principal product of the district. Dairying 
has commenced, and the industry is assuming considerable dimensions. Large 
quantities of timber are exported. ”

The towns upon the main river though, with the exception of Taree, not 
large, show signs of prsperity and progress.

The River Bar and Entrance.

, ,, The difficulties in connection with the bar and the channel at the entrance 
of the Manning arise from the shifting and uncertain nature of the former and the 
shallowness of the latter, caused mainly by the want of works to shelter the entrance 
trom the eftects of heavy weather, and to concentrate and guide the river currents 
so as to deepen the channel permanently. The river has no headlands—it discharges 
into a bight; and its mouth being exposed to the full force of the worst gales 
experienced on the _ coast, the entrance is intricate and dangerous. Inside the 
entrance the sand-spit, which forms in that locality the southern bank of the river 
and is partly covered with ti-tree scrub, has been encroached upon by the sea to 
such an extent that there is danger of either it or the river breaking through and 
a new channel being formed; and the protection of the hank at this spot, hv the 
construction of a rubble wall on the river side, is part of the proposed works. 
In the same locality, but nearer the entrance and on the Harrington side of 
the stream, is a place known locally as the “Narrows,” which frequently proves a 
serious obstruction to vessels passing in and out of the river.

Eeeect op the work already carried out.

6. Erom the inspection of the river made by the Committee, as well as from 
the evidence given m the inquiry, it is apparent that, in connection with the 
improvement of the river and the construction of the proposed works, the three 
principal ends to he attained are, the removal of the bar by providing a permanently 
deep channel at the entrance, the scouring away of the sand which forms the 

Narrows , and the protection of that part of the southern bank of the river where 
there is danger of the river or sea breaking through.

Ip c*]pei' j;0 do something towards lessening the difficulties with which vessels 
trading to the Manning are beset, the Department of Public Works commenced in 
1895, to construct a north training-wall, and this work has been continued until the 
wall now 3,287 feet in length. The effect of it, the departmental officers say, has 
been beneficial by closing a channel that passed out to sea in a north-easterly 
direction near the village of Harrington, and behind the site of the training-wall 
and by, m this manner, confining the river outlet to the channel now used. While 
the two channels were open it seemed, the Engineer-in-Chief states, that neither 
would ever_ be satisfactory, and he considers that nothing wifi tend to maintain 
deep water m the river more than a properly-constructed north training-wall.
,, I-]16 Committee, however, are of opinion that the effect of first constructing
the northern wall has been to make it necessary to greatly increase its strength. 
Exposed as it is to the seas breaking at the river entrance, it has become necessary, 
m -order to prevent its destruction and make it in any way effective, to build it of a 
height and size only required in a breakwater.

37 c The
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The Committee’s Recommendation.

7. The Committee very carefully examined the wall in progress, and the sites 
of the other works proposed, and also visited the quarry at Crowdy Head, where the 
stone for the work is being obtained. Rrom their inspection, and the examination of 
witnesses at Harrington, they are of opinion :—

(1) That the southern works should he commenced without delay, especially
under the circumstances created by the construction of the northern 
training-wall. -

(2) That the northern wall above Harrington, as it is continued, may with 
advantage be reduced below the height proposed by the Department, and 
that its length may perhaps be curtailed.

(3) That the space on the river side of the south sand-spit, between the site of 
the proposed rubble stone wall and the commencement of the south training- 
bank, should be protected so that, instead of a gap existing between the 
two walls, they should be continuous.

With regard to reducing the length of the northern training-wall, it will 
probably be found, as the wall is continued westward from opposite Harrington, that 
the sand in the shallow portions of the river at this spot will be scoured away before 
the wall is extended to Chinaman’s Point, which, according to the departmental 
design, is its western limit. The reduction in the length and height of this wall 
should considerably lessen the expenditure upon it, and a portion of the .money, so 
saved may advantageously be spent on the additional extent of rubble facing which 
the Committee consider should be placed on the river side of the south sand-spit.

Resolution Passed by the Committee.

8. The Committee have passed the following resolution :—
“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient the proposed Harbour Works at Manning 

River, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out, with such, 
modifications as are suggested in their Report.”

THOS. EWING,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Sydney, 30th June, 1898.
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HARBOUR WORKS AT MANNING RIVER.

TUESDAY, 22 MARCH, 1898.
•jPrmnt:—

The Hon. EBEDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (Vice-Chaxeman).
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. William Joseph Tbickett. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connoe.
Heney Clabke, Esq.

Chaeles Alpbed Lee, Esq. 
Geoege Black, Esq.
Eeancis Augustus Weight, Esq. 
Ebank Eabnell, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing Harbour Works at Manning River.

Robert R. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Roads, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and examined :—

1. Vice-Chairman^ Have you prepared a statement for the Committee in regard to the proposed work ? Yes. R. R. P.
I will first explain the two plans which have been furnished. The lov/er one is the plan submitted by Sir Hickson.
John Coode, which will be referred to in my statement. The upper one is the plan designed by the 221^^1898 
Department. The work done is shown in black, and the incomplete and complete schemes are shown in ^ ar'’ S‘ 
solid red and dotted lines respectively. The scheme recommended by the Department is that shown in
solid red lines. The pink shading represents land which will be made by the sand thrown up by the sea.
2. Mr. Trickatt!\ The difference between your plan and that of Sir John Coode is chiefly that you have a 
training-bank on the northern side! Yes; and the wave-trap is omitted. Mr. Darley will explain why 
that has been done. My statement in regard to the work is as follows :—-

Manning River.
Ever since the year 1882 the Government has found it necessary, in order to maintain the navigation of the Manning, 

to expend large sums of money on dredging, the total sum so expended up to 31st December, 1897, amounting to £54,774.
Of this sum about £14,470 has been spent at or near the entrance. While this work has given a measure of relief, it has 
always been felt that nothing short of the construction of walls and breakwaters for the training and concentration of the 
river currents could give satisfactory and permanent results. The Government, therefore, availed itself of the visit of the 
late Sir John Coode to the Colony in 1885 to obtain from him a report as to the nature of the works which, in his opinion, 
would best secure this end. For the purpose of enabling him to study the whole question, a careful survey of the river was 
made, and the neeessaay information as to rainfall, floods, prevailing winds, &c., obtained by Mr. Carleton in 1888, and 
the following particulars of the river are taken from his report:— ’

“ The Manning River is connected with the South Pacific Ocean on the east coast of New South Wales by two 
mouths or entrances, called respectively the Harrington (north) and Farquhar (south) Inlets, distance about 8 miles apart, 
in latitudes 31° 51' and 31° 56' south, and longitudes 152° 42' 45" and 152° 37' 10" east. It flows through a thickly settled 
agricultural and pastoral district, embracing the southern portion of the county of Macquarie, and the north-eastern portion 
of the county of Gloucester. The low-lands through which the Manning runs are exceedingly fertile, particularly adapted 
for the growth of maize, sugar, and tobacco. A large quantity of timber, both cedar and hardwood, is exported from here, 
for the supply of which several steam saw-mills are working.

“ The area of the Manning basin is about 3,170 square miles, and the principal tributaries which join the main river 
are the Barrington and Barnard, having a basin of 1,595 square miles; the Gloucester and Avon having a basin of 680 
square miles ; the Dawson and Lansdowne, with a few lesser streams, draining the remaining portion of 895 square miles. '

“ The rainfall of some portions of the Manning district was obtained, the average of which for the last five years is 
about 45 inches per annum.

37—A “The
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K. E. P. 
Hickson.

22Mar.,1898.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

** The following table gives particulars of the depths, widths, and sectional areas of river and height of floods

Distance bj Sounding's in Jlcan width of Sectional area
Point of Obsen ation river from 

Harrington
channel along- 
line of deepest

liver undci 
r> -unary lev el abov e low 

water
of river below 

low watei
Remarks

entrance v\ ater conditions

feet feet feet
Highest point that can 

be reached by boat.Bungay Bungay Falls . 33i 2 to 25 100 to 150 62 390

Blomfield’s Bend
Sullivan’s Ford

314
31'

6 to 14
C to 16

240 56 1,370
Eighteen inches of 

water at ford
Wingham 29 5 to 22 560 52 4,290 A short length neai 

Wingham punt has
2 feet only Kisc ot 
tide heie 2 ft. 6 m

Devil’s Elbow
Woclla Woolla Bend

27i
26

2 to 64
9 to 29

250
620

42
39

3,650
Lowu half of this 

reach diedged to 6i
feet

Tmonee
Taree

21
18

8 to 29
9 to 30

510
1170

29
20

6,760
10,600 Head of nav igation for

coasting steameis
14 10 to 34 330 16l 5,280

Glnnm Ghinni Creeek 10 20 to .16 2°20 2,000 94 18,900
Croki s 10 to 35 960 9 14,350
Mangrove Island 5 20 to 40 S20 Si 15,400
Chinamen’s Point 3} 5,400Harrington Heads .. Variable 620 (vanes)

"With reference to the bar at the time of the Mi Caileton sdys —■
Onins to the hea\y rams of last «inter, and consequent fleshes, the Harnngton bar and innei crossing have about 

9 feet upon them at present, but this is not alwaj s the case Pie\ .oils to the floods of last winter the bar v,as extremely 
shallow, and the coasting steamer dialing 7 feet ^vas bar bound hfty nine days in one year Changes, however, when 
they do come, are rapid, and the bar has been known to mciease from 5 feet to 11 feet m one night Ihe position ot the 
bar also ranges over a space of about half a mile, the headland being the norther i limit; at present it is well to the north, 
and still working in that direction. Ihe Hainngton bar is consi leied one of, if not the most, dangerous one on our coast, 
as is shown from the numbei of wrecks and lo«s of life upon it It has no protection from the east and south east trom 
which quarter the heawest seas come The headland, m the case of the Harrington bai is situated on the north side, and 
affoids no shelter even from north easterly weather, as it is about half a mile inside the bar The bar itseh is constantly- 
changing its position, and although the piesent channel is straight and comparatn ely deep, at othei times it is exceed 
jngly tortuous Only last year (1884) the channel had two bends in it of o\er 00 decrees, and a considerable portion ot 
it xan parallel to ami directly in the outer 1 reak Sailing rarely attempt to cro^s the bai without the assist
ance of a tug, foi which purpose a boat is subsidised by the Go\ eminent The coast chart shows the entrance is situated 
at the noithem extremity of a large bight, consequently the heaviest seas on the Manning bar aie those pioduced by the 
soutn and south w est winds, which w inds a’ e the most frequent It w ill be seen from the large plan that the further the 
entrance works northward, the more difficult it becomes foi \esaels to cross the bai when the wind is fiom the south and 
south west, and at present a vessel coming in on the poit tack can barely leach m«ide the biea,k before she is obliged to 
go about or run the nsk of being duven on the noith beach and masteis of vessels arming at the entrance m south- 
westeily weather, prefer to drive their vessels o\ei the south spit at high water rather than enter by the present channel, 
which bungs them too close to the north beach

On 15th July, 1889, Sir John Coode foi warded his lepoit, in wh'ch he recommended the constinotion of training 
■n alls and breakwaters, as follows —

South Brmlwatcr —A rubble mound, commencing at the eastern leimmation of the south sandspit, and extending 
therefrom for a length of 4,000 feet, the inner portion being carved, and the outer length earned on a straight line, i mining 
m an east south east direction

North Training hank — A low inbble bank, commencing from the locky ledge under Flagstaff Hill, and extending
thence on a curved line 2,300 feet , , ,. i i *

Bamei Bank —A mbble bank, about 4 feet above high watei, extending from the loot of the south breakwater in 
a southeily direction about 5,200 feet, to prevent the erosion of the south spit and the outflanking of the new woiks by the 
discharge of flood-waters

BubUe Facing —Rubble ficing, a length of about 1,500 feet of the uvci bank at the root of the South Spit 
North Biealwain —A rubble mound 2,200 feet long, seaward and ciuved, and finishing with a stiaight length 

almost pnallel to the south bieakwater, the opening between the two woiks being 800 feet. This width Sn John yootle 
believed “would be sufncient for the discharge of flood vvateis without creiting a goige, especially beating m mind that u 
is not proposed, at all events in the hist instance, to close Faiquhai Inlet ’

The effect of the proposed works when completed would bo to foim an entiance to the Manning, having a depth of 
not less than 12 feet at low watei, oi 16 feet at high water of spnng tides 

The estimated cost of the woiks was as follows —
£118,200 

7,400 
8,630

South Bieakwater 
Noith Tiaimng Bank 
Earner Bank to South Spit

length, 4,000 feet 
„ 2,300 ,,

6,700 „
North Breakwater „ 2,200 „
Leading lights, buoying and lighting channel

Say

57,700
2,000

£193,230
£194,000

On several occasions, subsequent to the leceipt of Sn John Goode’s report, the residents of the tow ns of Taree, 
Wmaham, Cundletown, Coopernook, Tmonee and Croki, petitioned the Government to take some steps towaids impioving 
the entrance It was lepresented that for many years past, owing to the tieacherous state of the bar, the people ot the 
district had suffered great loss and inconvenience , connection with the metropolis had been uncertain, and the casualties 
to shipping had been so numerous that m order to make tiade profitable, steamship owners had been forced to charge 
almost prohibitive rates of freight It was estimated that £60,000 would not cover the losses at the bar during the past 
twenty years, and m 1893 alone, they had reached £10,000 In May, 1894, the Minister requested the Engineer-in-Chief 
“ to report, as soon as possible, whether any work, at a comparatively small cost, could be earned out which would be ot 
material benefit to this entrance, say, perhaps the Noith Tiaimng wall, if so, it might be desirable to do this work at once 
Mr Dailey thereupon had an estimate prepared of the probable cost of opening up a quany at Crowdy Head, constructing a 
tramway thereto, providing plant, tools, &c , and constructing the North Training bank, and found that the work could not 
be carried out foi less that £20,000. He suggested, howev er, testing the market by preparing a specification which could be 
drawn up to provide fop the contractor finding the stone, either by bunging it down the river Or from Crowdy Head <^any
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other source he might find available ; the contractor to provide all plant, &c., and complete the work at a price per ton. K- R. P.
Tenders were thereupon invited, the estimated cost being put down at £16,000. The lowest tender was at a rate of 3s. 8d. Hickson,
per ton, and a vote of £17,000 having been taken on the Loan Estimates, this tender was accepted for the construction of /— 
the noith training wall on 29th December, 1894, and the work is still m pi ogress. 22 Mar., 1898.,

On 31st January, 1896, after visiting the works, I reported as follows •—“When visiting the Manning River a few 
days ago my attention was called to the large amount of scour that had taken place at the end of the outside training wall, 
the result of which was that instead of having to tip the stone into about 6 feet of water, as shown on plan, we are now 
tipping into something like 14 feet, with every prospect of this depth increasing.”

It is manifest that this must at once be put a stop to, otherwise our money will be spent long before we get to the 
end of the proposed work. To meet this I have had a conference with the contractor, with a view of having stones placed 
from a punt m front of the work, so as to secure the bottom from scour. After going carefully into the cost of the work, 
the contractor writes, offering to deposit the stuff from a punt supplied by the Department at a rate of 5s. per ton (the 
contract rate for tipping it m the ordinary way at the end of w'all being 3s. 8d.). This price I considered too high, and 
have arranged with him, subject to the Minister’s approval, to allow him 4s. 6d. per ton, on condition that he takes the 
responsibility and care of the punt.

I think this is the most economical arrangement that can be made, and would request the Minister’s approval thereto.
A contract at the rate of 4s. 6d. was thereupon entered into, and a total of 10,302 tons had been deposited at a cost 

of £2,318.
During 1895, serious erosions of the foreshore of Harrington ha\ mg taken place, and some works being necessary to 

confine the waters to one channel, it was deemed advisable to construct a training-wall, extending up stream from the 
“Painted Rocks,” and nearly parallel with the Southern Barrier Bank. At present the waters divide on a sandspit, the 
upper end of which is about three quarters of a mile above Harrington, portion flowing along the north-western shore, and 
the remainder along the outer side of the spit; a very large amount of dredging has always been found necessary at the 
crossing between the two channels, the results of which have only been temporary. The wall, whert completed, will have 
the effect of directing the whole of the river waters into the oiler channel, where the increased scour may be expected to 
maintain a navigable depth without the aid of dredging. The material being used in this wall is the smaller stone from 
the Crowdy Head Quarry, and which, owing to the more exposed position, would be unsuitable for the north training-wall, 
and would otherwise have had to be run to spoil. The length of this wall constructed to 31st December, 1897, was 1,287 
feet, at a rate of 2s. 5d. per ton, the total cost being £6,059.

The votes taken for the harbour works have been as follow's •—
1894 Loans . .. £17,000
1896 ,, . 10,000
1897 „ _ • ......... * . . 15,000

Total .... i ,, .. £42,000
Total expenditure to 31st December, 1897 23,020

Balance at 31st December, 1897 . . . £18,980
As soon as Mr. Young ascertained that the expenditure wras exceeding the £20,000 limit, he instructed Mr. Darley 

to submit to him a scheme for the improvement of the entiance with a view of placing the same before the Public Works 
Committee.

Mr. Darley’s scheme, which is now presented for the consideration of the Committee, consists of two breakwaters, 
800 feet apart, at the north and south sides of the entrance respectively, and the continuation of the walls at a lower 
level up stream to confine and train the river waters, also lacing of stone to portions of the river bank to prevent erosion.

The scheme is to some extent similar to that proposed by Sir John Coode, the difference being the addition of the 
river wall extending up stream from the inner side of the North Training-wall, and the omission of the wave basin at the 
northern side of the entrance.

The total length of breakw'aters, training walls, etc., in tins scheme is about 25,000 feet, and the estimated cost 
£222,500. Mr. Darley, however, thinks for the present this scheme might be modified by reducing the total length of 
breakwaters and training walls to a little over 19,000 feet, at an estimated cost of about £100,000 This is m addition to 
the work already done, which, as before mentioned, cost £23,000.

On the completion of this modified scheme, the depth of water at the entrance should be ample for all vessels likely 
to use the port for many years to come.

3. Upon the completion of the scheme recommended by the Department the depth of the water should he 
enough for all vessels likely to use the port for many years to cornel Yes.
4. What will the depth be 1 About 12 feet.
5. And what would be the draught of vessels generally trading to the port ? About 7 feet.
6. Would they be good large steamers ? Not very large steamers . they are fairly comfortable boats.
7. A vessel drawing 12 feet would run up to fully 600 or 700 tons'* Yes.
8. That I suppose would be as large a vessel as would be likely to trade at the poit 1 It would bo quite 
large enough I should say for the trade of the place.
9. Mr. Wright.^ The “ Electra,” I suppose, would be about the type of vessel ? Yes.
10. Mr. Trickett.'] How is it that money has been so freely voted for this work. It would appear that
£16,900 has been voted in excess of what has been expended. Apparently, in 1897, £15,000 were voted, 
when you clearly had some money in hand ? We had some money m hand, but it was considered advisable 
to make arrangements then for a further grant, so that the work could be continued without any block. 
Of course, works like these cannot be stopped ; they must go on. _
11. It must have been known all along that this was a work, the total cost of which would exceed 
£20,000 ;—why then was it not submitted to the Committee before ? The first approval for the northern 
piece of work was expected to involve an outlay of about £17,000. But when Mr. Young found that the 
£20,000 was being exceeded, he desired that a scheme should be submitted to the Committee, and this 
scheme is the result.
12. But the scheme does not appear to have been submitted until £27,000 had been voted1* As you are 
probably aware, money is often voted before a work has been approved. It does not follow from the mere 
voting of the money that it must be spent.
13. You say that the £17,000 was the first estimate? Yes.
14. I cannot understand why £17,000 was voted in 1894, and apparently another sum of £10,000 in 1896. 
When that £10,000 was put upon the Estimates it must have been clearly seen that the expenditure upon 
the work was in excess of £20,000. Why was not the work referred to the Committee, in 1896, when the 
£10,000 was voted ^ The Minister sent the work to the Committee as soon as he could, having regaid to 
the other work we had in hand at the time.
15. I do not ask you to explain the action of the Minister, but £17,000 was voted m 1894, and in 1896 
£10,000 more was required, making a total of £27,000. The Committee do not hear anything of the 
work until the end of 1897 1 That is as soon as it could be sent on.
16. I suppose you cannot explain the matter 1 Not beyond what I have already said.

17.
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R. R. P. 17. You say in your statement that the materials used in one of the walls was the small stone from the 
Hickson. 0rOwdy Head Quarry which would be unsuitable for the northern training-wall. Why is that 1 It was 

22Mar'~1898 *00 sma^- That quarry, like all quarries, gives a certain amount of large stone and a certain amount of 
’’ ’ small. The small stone would have to be thrown to spoil or waste if it were not put into that wall.

18. What character of stone would you require for the northern breakwater? The large stone we are 
now getting from the Crowdy Head Quarry.
19. What size would the stones be? They would run to about 4 or 5 tons—something like that.
20. The northern training-wall would be in a very exposed position ? The northern breakwater will be,
but the northern training-wall will not be. _
21. Then why do you want such very big stuff for the northern training-wall ? We are putting small
stuff into the northern training-wall, and the larger stuff into the northern breakwater. The stone is 
brought down to a jetty near the Painted Rocks, and it is there divided. The small stuff goes up the 
river and the large stuff goes down. •
22. How is it done ? By tip-waggons or a tramway.
23. The marked difference between the Departmental scheme and Sir John Goode’s scheme appears to be 
that the Department extends the northern training-wall so as to narrow the stream very much, and to 
prevent the water from getting behind the sand-banks and islands that are shown on the plan ? Yes.
24. Thereby intensifying the scour, and making the stream more rapid ? Yes.
25. I suppose that is a principle that has been proved to be the most efficacious in dealing with works of 
this kind—that is to make the stream as narrow as possible, and thus get a rapid scour ? Yes.
26. Does Sir John Coode in his report give any reason for leaving the northern part so wide, and having 
such a tortuous course, as is shown on his plan ? I think he does ; but I really should not like to say 
unless I had his report to refer to.
27. Looking at the two schemes, the Departmental scheme seems to convince one as being far the better ? 
I think so.
28. One can hardly understand a man like Sir John Coode leaving the northern portion of the stream to 
twist about among sand-banks unless there were some good reason for it ? I think he was considering 
more the entrance across the bar than the navigation after ’ vessels got in; but there can be no doubt that 
the weak feature in his scheme is allowing the channel to divide into the two branches.
29. Your experience at the Tweed works shows that the narrower the limits within which the water is 
confined the greater the scour and the-greater the depth obtained? Yes; but there is always a limit. 
You must leave room enough for the flood waters to get out.
30. What has been the result of the works carried out so far at the entrance of the Manning ? There have 
been very good results so far as the work itself is concerned, but of course, as yet, it has had no effect on the bar.
31. Will you point out where the bar is ? It is just about half a mile to seaward of the Painted Rocks.
32. What is the depth of the water indicated on the bar there ? The last information we had a few days 
ago, I think, was that there were 7 feet of water.
33. That, of course, is an insufficient depth for either steamships or sailing vessels entering the river 1 Yes.
34. I suppose very great inconvenience is caused by that low depth of water ? Yes ; I cannot tell you the 
number of times vessels have been stopped.
35. In your report you say that during 1895 there were serious erosions of the foreshore of the Harrington 
Inlet;—will you explain that matter a little more fully ? That would be right up in the bend.
36. The erosion to which you referred in your report occurred on the northern side of the present channel
and to the north of where it is proposed by the Departmental scheme to construct the northern training- 
wall ? Yes. _
37. Has that erosion affected the water by shallowing it there? It has affected it by shallowing it, but the 
worst effect has been that it has made the channel more tortuous than it was before. It has made the 
bend more difficult to get round.
38. I suppose that where the erosion occurred there was merely soft beach sand ? Yes.
39. With regard to the construction of the training-wall, do you think that the stones you are about to 
put there will find an easy bottom, or that they will keep sinking down through the sand ? I think they 
will find an easy bottom.
40. Is any work being carried on at the Manning at the present time ? The work of the northern 
training-wall and the northern breakwater is going on now.
41. Under contract? Yes.
42. What is the amount of the contract? It is so much per ton deposited—2s. 5d. for the upper portion 
and 3s. 8d. a ton for the other portion.
43. So far as the work has been carried out, does it give any appearance of being permanent ? Quite.
44. Looking at the map, it would seem as if the bend in the northern training-wall would have to meet a 
considerable force of water in the river ? No doubt it will. There will be a deep channel along there.
45. The work so far constructed is standing well? Yes.
46. Have there been any heavy floods in the river since the works were undertaken ? Not a very heavy 
flood, nothing more than ordinary freshes.
47. Where was the point that you found you were tipping stone into 14 or 15 feet of water? I could 
only describe it as being just opposite the letter “ K” in the word “ Bank.”
48. How did you obviate that? By coating the bottom with stones ahead of the tip. With reference to the 
statement in my report as to the tipping of stone into 6 feet of water instead of 14 feet of water, I might 
explain that when tipping is done on to a sandy bottom there is at the tip end a current, the effect of which 
is to excavate the sand immediately in front of the tip. In this case instead of tipping the stone into the water 
that we expected to find—namely, about 6 feet—we found that we were really tipping it into 14 feet. To 
prevent this the Minister approved of the bottom in front of the tip-head being coated with stone, in 
that way putting an end to the scour, and the tipping going on as usual on the top of the'stone.
49. I understand that Mr. Darley has now reduced the probable cost of what he thinks will be the 
necessary work at the Manning to about £100,000 ? Yes.
50. In addition to the £23,000 already expended? Yes.
51. Have you a pretty good reason to suppose that the work could be carried out for that amount ? I 
think so; but Mr. Darley will be able to give you particulars showing how he made out his estimate.

52.
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52. Will you point out on the map where the North Head really is ? The North Head is really to the east 
of the Painted Rocks, the land between there and the entrance being a large sandbank.
53. The sand bank at the entrance or bar is frequently changing ? Yes.
54. Does it change with regard to locality or depth 1 In regal'd to both locality and depth.
55. How does the Department manage in regard to giving the necessary information 1—is there a harbour ? 
There is a pilot at Harrington, and he signals to vessels which direction they are to take.
56. I suppose this is really one of the most dangerous entrances on the coast 1 I think it is about the 
most dangerous.
57. On account of exposure to the south and south-west winds, and also on account of the changing 
character of the bar f Yes.

R. R. P. 
Hickson.

22Mar^l898.

58. I suppose you are not prepared to give us any opinion with regard to the two schemes—that is, the 
railway extension from Maitland to Taree and the construction of the harbour works ;—will you express 
an opinion as to whether both or either should be carried out ? I am not prepared to give an opinion upon 
that point; it is a matter of policy.
59. Looking at the work as the head of the Department, and as a professional man, do you recommend it 
as necessary to make the entrance suitable for the purposes of the district! I do. I cannot imagine any
thing competing with water carriage. No matter what other accommodation is given, I am quite sure that 
the river will have to he kept navigable.
60. It is a great waterway when once you get inside ? Yes.
61. And some work of this kind is absolutely necessary for the purpose of rendering it suitable for modern
navigation ? Yes. •
62. As far as you know the district, whatever other means of communication are provided there will always 
he an agitation or necessity for this port to be kept clear ? Yes.
63. Is it not the general experience of the world that waterways and rivers are maintained as against all 
other means of communication? Yes.
64. And as between the two schemes—the one submitted by Sir J ohn Coode and the more modern one 
now submitted by the Public Works Department—have you any difficulty in saying of which you would 
approve ? I have no hesitation in saying that the scheme now submitted by the Department is far the 
better of the two.
65. You think the omission in the scheme of Sir John Coode in not providing for a training-wall to the 
eastward of the sand bank is one which should now be remedied if the work is carried out ? Yes.
66. Mr. Clar&e.] An amount of £17,000 was expended upon this work in 1894 ? It was voted in 1894.
67. Was a contract taken for that work ? Yes ; it is all contract work.
68. Is it not a fact that day-labour has recently been employed upon the work ? Not upon the Manning 
River. There has been only one contract there, and it is still going on.
69. Is the original vote of £17,000 not yet expended ? The contract was not for a lump sum, it was at so 
much a ton.
70. Mr. Lee.] Have you any suggestion to make by which port dues could be imposed upon this or any of 
the other northern rivers, with a view to obtaining a revenue ? I have not. I think you would want 
special legislation to deal with the matter.
71. I am asking the question in a general way, because there are so many proposals before the Committee 
for the improvement of our northern rivers, and it would appear to be a fitting time to inquire whether 
it would be possible to impose port dues to provide a revenue to cover the interest on the cost of construction 
or the cost of maintenance ? I think there would be great difficulty in doing.that.
72. There is no scheme in'the office at the present time ? No.
73. So far as our ordinary navigation laws are concerned, without further legislation the dues could not be 
imposed ? No.
74. The class of vessels trading to the port are colonial vessels from the port of Sydney, and the fact of their 
being registered there would give them the right of entry into the whole of these rivers ? Yes.
75. You have made a statement as to the losses upon the bar of this river;—they appear to have been very 
heavy. I suppose the figures have been obtained from accurate source ? They are only quotations from 
deputations which have waited upon the Minister. I do not hold myself responsible for their accuracy.
76. Will the carrying out of these works at the entrance to the Manning involve any large expenditure 
higher up the river ? No.
77. That is to say, if you afford an entrance for vessels of a certain size would it not necessitate heavy 
expenditure in deepening the river higher up ? No.
78. You think the initial cost would he about the only cost ? Yes ; of course the Manning, like all 
other rivers, will have to be dredged from time to time, but no exceptional dredging will have to be 
carried out.
79. If the scheme is carried out in its entirety it will give from 12 to 14 feet of w'ater ? About 12 feet
I should say. ‘
80. And the scour would be so maintained that there would be a permanent entrance for vessels drawing
9 feet of water ? Yes. ' ,
81. The question arises whether these vessels will not require to get higher up the river to distribute their 
cargo. Do you not think that the effect of deepening the entrance will be to necessitate the deepening 
of the river higher up ? I think not.
82. Mr. Black.] Sir John Coode in one part of his report states that one of the effects of closing the 
Farquhar Inlet might possibly he to create a gorge at the Harrington entrance. Does that mean that 
instead of keeping the whole width between the two breakwaters, the force of water would carry away 
the sand in the centre and create a very deep passage there while perhaps silting up the sides ? I think that 
what Sir John Coode intended was, that it would probably create such a deep gorge at the Harrington 
entrance as would eventually pull the breakwater down on each side.
83. You mean that the walls would be undermined ? I fancy that is what he meant.
84. Mr. Carleton says that the changes in the bar are rapid, and that it has been known to increase from 
5 feet to 11 feet in one night. Does he mean that where there were 5 feet of water over it at one time, a 
little later there would be 11 feet of water over it, or vice ver ad ? Yes.
85. His statement would appear to be based upon the fact that the headland on the northern side affords
no shelter even from north-easterly weather; would the proposed breakwater afford such a shelter from 
north-easterly weather as is not afforded by the headland ? Yes. 86.
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86. Is it perfectly certain that the position of the breakwater would be such that the bar would not form 
outside of it as it now does outside of the headland 1 Not if the breakwaters are put out sufficiently far.
87. What is the reason then for the statement that the position of the headland is such that it leads to the 

‘ formation of a bar outside of its protective limits 1 Because the headland is not near the entrance, it is
about half a mile in from the entrance.
88. You propose to close the northern channel with a training-wall ? Yes.
89. Will that interfere with the township of Harrington at all ? It is not a very big place. I do not 
think there will be much trouble on that score.
90. You spoke about the tipping of stone at the end of the training-wall involving a scour, and that you 
were at one time tipping the stone into about 14 feet of water;—how do you account for that scour ? It 
is what takes place at nearly every tip-end on a sandy bottom, if there is a strong stream running alongside.
91. It means that instead of gradually building up the breakwater to the height of the specification, you 
lay a bed for it first ? Yes.
92. Mr. JFriffkt] Upon page 7 of your report you speak of the stone you put into the water to prevent 
the erosion of the banks'. I see the training-wall itself cost 3s. 8d. per ton, and the other stone put in cost 
4s. 6d. a ton ; how do you account for such a big difference ? The stone in the one case is loaded at the 
quarry into the tip-trucks, and is tipped direct into its place. In the other case it is loaded at the quarry 
into a tip-truck, and the truck is tipped into a barge, which is towed out to the front of the tip-end; hence 
the enhanced cost.
93. Vice-Chairman.] Where did the first expenditure take place when it was proposed to proceed with the 
training banks 1 From the Painted Rocks.
94. What work did you expect to accomplish by that expenditure ? A deepwater channel—to divert the 
channel from the northern side to the southern side, and to get a better crossing. There is a very bad 
crossing as soon as you get inside the entrance, and the idea was to divert the current and make it a good 
one, allowing vessels to make use of the southern channel.
95. Was that part of the original scheme of Sir John Coode? The part from the Painted Rocks seaward 
formed part of it, but Sir John Coode did not propose anything from the Painted Rocks up the river.
96. Where do you propose to start the breakwater' from ? It is a continuation of the work we are now on.
97. The training-bank merges into the breakwater ? Yes; we call it the breakwater from the Painted 
Rocks seaward, and the training-wall from the Pointed Rocks up the river.
98. What was the reason for attempting to carry out a work of such magnitude for such a small sum as 
£17,000 ? Mr. Darley will explain that matter to you. He thought he would get a fair result for the 
expenditure.
99. He thought an expenditure of £17,000 would be enough to give a permanent channel 1 Not over the
bar; but he thought it would improve that part of the river which was perhaps the most difficult for 
vessels after they got inside the bar. •
100. Have you formed any opinion as to what the effect of the northern portion of the work will be? I 
believe it will give a very good channel alongside; but it would be absolutely necessary to make the 
southern wall for the protection of vessels using the channel. I do not think the northern wall of itself 
would be sufficient.
101. Will the northern training-wall or breakwater stand without the protection of the southern wall? Yes.
102. What protection is there now ? There is none just at present. That is the difficulty of getting in and out.
103. Is the object of the southern training-bank and breakwater to afford protection to steamers entering 
and leaving the channel ? Yes ; and to assist in making the scour by throttling the entrance.
104. How do you explain the difference in the length of the training-wall and breakwater described in Sir 
J ohn Goode’s scheme, and that proposed in the scheme now under consideration ? By the addition of the 
northern training-wall.

WEDNESDAY, 23 MARCH, 1898.
ftosmt:—

The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (Vice-Chairman).
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. .
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning River.

Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, sworn, and
examined :—■

C. W. Darley. 105. Mr. Clarke.] Have you anything to add to the statement laid before us yesterday by the Under
,——x Secretary for Public Works ? I might give an explanation in regard to the works. As set forth in the

23 Mar.,1898. statement laid before the Committee, Sir John Coode was asked to report upon the improvement of the river, 
and his scheme embraced a short length of the northern training-wall now proposed, with a wave-trap, and the 
northern breakwater; on the southern side the training-wall and south breakwater, together with a certain 
amount of rubble work for the protection of the river-banks at the weak point. The navigation of the
river being bad, the Minister asked me whether a portion of the scheme might not be carried out for its
improvement, and whether we might not commence by making portion of the northern training-bank. 
I reported that to open this quarry and construct a tram-line for heavy stone would cost a sum exceeding 
£20,000 ; but suggested that tenders might be invited for a schedule contract, leaving it to the contractors 
to either open the quarry at Crowdy Head and lay a tram-line, or open a quarry up the river and bring 
stone down in punts. The Minister decided to call for tenders for a schedule contract, which might terminate 
at any time ; and the north training-wall, as shown upon Sir John Coode’s scheme, has practically been 
completed ; but I saw the necessity for dealing with the harbour so as to direct the current along the 
training-wall. The current strikes the south bank and reacts, dividing on a sand spit, the strongest

portion
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portion of the current striking towards the north, and making along the coast in front of the C. W. Darley. 
township of Harrington, and so out over the bar. A great deal of money has been expended at /" ^
different times dredging that portion of the river. The northern half of the channel always tends 23 Mar->1898- 
to maintain its depth best, but a certain amount of dredging from time to time has had to be 
carried out in order to keep the channel open opposite the sand-spit. Sir John Coode recom
mended that we should discontinue dredging and allow that channel to close, thus keeping open the 
straighten and more direct channel. Nature, however, would not altogether allow us to close it. It seemed 
always inclined to keep open, and while the two channels were open it seemed that we should never have a 
satisfactory channel. The more I studied the question, the more I saw the necessity for taking the river 
out of the northern bight altogether ; and I am now more than ever convinced that nothing will tend to 
maintain deep water in the river more than a properly-constructed north training-wall. I believe it will 
do more immediate good than even the breakwater will do. The river will cling to it, and will sweep round 
the training-wall, as shown on my revised scheme—the scheme now put before the Committee. You will 
see that it is proposed by that scheme to carry the training-wall from the Painted Rocks, which formed 
the starting point of Sir John Coode’s wall, and to go westward .from the same point, following 
round to the point on the north side of the main river, indicated upon the plan. The river 
strikes on the south bank, and reacts towards the northern training-wall, and it follow-s that wall 
out over the bar. Until the wall I have described is constructed, I think it is hopeless to get one leading 
channel over the bar. We have employed a sand-pump dredge to improve the main channel, and to pump 
silt between the opening in the sand-spits, which the current is always inclined to follow. The last flood, 
acting as it has always done, carried it away. We had a barrier bank there, and while that existed the 
main river tended to improve. When the flood came down, however, it burst through it again, and until 
we get that barrier bank constructed it will be hopeless to try to maintain a good crossing inside. The 
Manning, even when the bar has been fairly passable, has had the disadvantage of this inner crossing. In 
the scheme which I placed before the Minister I proposed to do away with the w-ave-trap. In the case of 
this particular river there is no necessity whatever for it. It means an extra length of breakwater, and a 
more costly work to construct. This is not a case where wo want shipping to lie close inside the entrance.
The object of a wave-trap in the Newcastle harbour was to enable shipping to lie both north and south 
close inside the entrance. You, therefore, wanted still water. In this case, if a wave struck on the 
breakwater it would run along it, and do no harm. There was, therefore, no object in going to the 
expense of constructing a wave-trap, which would complicate construction and serve no good purpose. I 
proposed to do away with the wave-trap, therefore, and to continue on towards the breakwater with, the 
training-wall. By this means we shall get a direct current on to the bar. An important feature in the 
scheme is a further training-wall on the south side. I have left it just as Sir John Coode has shown it in. 
his scheme; but I think that if the work is carried out it is very likely that what is shown as rough 
rubble facing on that side will have to be joined on to the barrier bank. It is a weak point. We must 
take care that the river does not break through that narrow neck. It might break through to the east or 
west of it, and it is very possible that we may have to protect the whole frontage up as far as the Mangrove .
Creek on the one side, and down to the barrier bank on the other. However, that is not an expensive 
item. I daresay for £2,000 or £3,000 we could do the whole thing.
106. What work has already been done in connection with the northern training-wall ? The total length .
is 3,287 feet. Nothing has been done beyond the portion marked black on the plan. We propose&to 
carry out the portion marked in solid red lines, but not at present. The work 1 propose not to have 
carried out is shown by the dotted red lines, north and south.
1.07. You propose to go westward with the training-wall a certain distance? Yes; I propose to extend 
the northern training-wall a considerable distance westward.
108. What would be the total length of the training-wall ? The total length would be about 10 300 feet ■
the quantity of work still remaining to be done is 8,993 feet. ' ’ ;
109. £100,000 is to be expended in addition to the amount already expended 1 Yes The western exten
sion of the northern training-wall, 8,993 feet, will cost £24,307 10s. To run the wall to the point where 
Sir J ohn Coode proposed to run it—a further 50 feet—will cost £483 15s. The carrying out of the break
water to the point to which I propose to take it—900 feet—will cost £18,652 10s. The proposed expend
iture upon the north side is £43,443 15s. On the south side there is rubble facing, 1,500 feet, costim.- 
£1,530; a barrier bank, 5,200 feet, costing £13,950 ; and the south breakwater, as far as it is shown in 
the solid led lines, that is 2,600 feet, costing £36,162 10s. The total expenditure upon the south side will 
be £51,642 10s. The two sides together will involve an expenditure of £95,086 5s. ; for supervision I 
have allowed £4,713 15s., making a total expenditure of £99,800. , ’
110. That is the total expenditure proposed at present? Yes; independents of the amount already
.expended. ^ J
111. Do you think that amount would be quite suflicient to carry out the work both on the north and 
south side, according to your plan? I should consider it quite sufficient to carry out the improvements at 
present required at the entrance of the river.
112. I notice that there are no headlands—that there is merely sand on both sides of the openiim ? The 
Manning River has no headlands. It really discharges in a bight. The nearest headland is 4 miles to the 
north at Crowdy Head.
113. If there were headlands, I suppose the proposed works would be cheaper? The sand-banks make the 
approach to the river more difficult. It is at present a shifting entrance.
114. It has always been a difficult river to enter? Yes; it is very changeable. '
115. It is only m recent years that it has been navigated by small vessels drawing 6 or 7 feet of water?
I believe it has been navigated occasionally by vessels drawing 8 or 10 feet. ’
116. What depth of water have you at the entrance at the present time? There are 10 feet on the bar
at the present. It shoaled up to 9 feet in January last, but during the last two months it has been 
10 teet. It has been as deep as 12 feet, but only for a short time. In June of last year it was 7 feet and 
m April of last year there were only 5 ft. 8 in. of water on the bar. It is constantly changing Latelv 
it has been pretty fair. ^ j
117. Are the measurements you have given high or low water measurements ? On the day on which 10
feet of water were reported, that would be the 10th March, there was a range of 3 ft. 3 in. of tide Yt 
low water there would be only about 7 feet on the bar. . ’ - j i o
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C. W. Darley. H8. As a rule, there is not anything like 10 feet on the bar at the present time? Only at high water.
----- n In April last the navigation of the river was practically closed—nothing but a rowing boat could get in

23 Mar., 1898. an(j out_ Qn the 24th May the entrance was practically dry, there being only 1 foot G inches across the
entrance. . .
119. How do you account for there being so much water there now as compared with ordinary times? At 
this time last year there were about 9 feet. We are approaching winter, and in the winter time the bar 
has a tendency to shoal up. We have had a fresh lately, and it scoured the bar out a little. It has helped 
to improve it slightly.
120. Do I understand you to say that with westerly winds the bar has a tendency to shoal ? It seems to
shoal up during the winter months. _
121. Is that usual in our coastal harbours ? Last winter happened to be a dry winter. We had not so 
much rain as we usually have. I think the shoaling is due to that more than to anything else. But the 
changes are very rapid indeed.
122. If the proposed improvements "were carried out what depth of water would you expect to get at the 
entrance at high water? There would be no difficulty in obtaining 15 feet of water on the bar.
123. Giving you from 9 to 10 feet at low water? Yes, but I think the channel would be deeper than that 
when it was properly confined.
124. You think there is sufficient justification for expending the amount proposed, namely, £100,000 ? The
district is a good one, and there is a good deal of land there which could be occupied, and which probably 
would be occupied if people had proper means of getting their produce to market. I think the district is 
worth a large expenditure. .
125. The proposed expenditure would enable vessels of a'larger class to enter the river ? Yes; and to 
carry produce at a cheaper rate.
126. That must be a considerable benefit to residents of the district ? Yes.
127. Mr. Lee.] Sir John Coode’s proposal appears to have provided for a north training-wall, starting from 
the shore and running straight across the sand-spit on the north side to the breakwater ? Yes.
128. He proposed apparently to have a training-wall for a certain distance, merging into the breakwater?
Yes ; the training-wall was to carry a tramway. _
129. At the present time, in heavy weather, I suppose the surf breaks over the sand-spit? Yes.
130. Sir John Coode did not propose to erect a barrier to the moving of the sand at that point ? No ; the 
object was to get access to the breakwater. It would not matter how much the sand moved in that position.
131. Would it not appear that the object of Sir John Coode was to prevent the sand from coming in? 
No; the object was to get to the breakwater.
132. Do you attach any importance to that sand-spit being covered at high water and in heavy 
weather ? No.
133. Would your training-wall at that stage be above high-water mark ? It would be 4 feet above it. 
We are commencing to rise higher there.
134. That would be an effectual barrier to any sand which might otherwise come in from the northern 
side ? Yes.
135. Did Sir John Coode’s breakwater go further out than you propose to take your breakwater ? My break
water agrees with Sir John Coode’s breakwater exactly, but I do not propose to carry out the whole work 
at present. The extreme points of the breakwaters in both schemes correspond exactly. I do not propose 
to carry out more than half the breakwater at present. I should like to construct a portion and see what 
the effect will be. I adhere strictly to Sir John Coode’s breakwaters as regards their position, but I have 
done away with the wave-trap saving some 1,000 feet of stone wall. _
136. Do you not propose a curve in your northern training-wall admitting of a proper discharge on that 
side which could not, apparently, happen under Sir John Coode’s proposal? Yes; I attach the utmost 
importance to the northern training-bank. Even if it were constructed without the southern training- 
bank, I think it would tend greatly to fix and maintain the entrance. At the same time, the bank on the 
other side should be constructed.
137. You are convinced from your experience that it would be of little use to put down one training-wall;
you think there must be two to set up the scour ? You really want two. _
138. You think the breakwater if carried out to the distance you propose will give sufficient relief? Yes ; 
and we shall then be able to see whether the increased traffic would warrant a further expenditure.
139. If it is afterwards found necessary to extend the breakwater further it will not involve a greater 
proportionate cost ? No.
140. The remainder of the scheme can at any time be carried out without in any way jeopardising the 
efficiency of the work ? Quite so.
141. As to the inner training-walls, I suppose they are all above high water, and also above flood waters ? 
Yes. The flood waters at the entrance do not really rise higher than high water.
141J. According to the map, the worst water appears to be from the bar up to the western end of the 
proposed southern training-wall ? Yes. _
142. Consequently that is the difficult portion you have to deal with ? Yes.
143. It is where you want to keep up your scour ? Yes.
144. Above that the sand increases until you get off the mouth of Mangrove Creek ? Yes.
145. Scott’s Creek opens into the Earquhar Inlet ? Yes.
146. How far is Scott’s Creek from the entrance ? Nine miles. The creek runs on each side of Oxley 
Island. The distance up the western entrance to Harrington is 14 miles.
147. Up to the junction of Scott’s Creek there is good water ? Yes.
148. If you confine the flood waters to the narrow space you propose to do, will they not have a tendency 
to make their way through Scott’s Creek and discharge at the Farquhar Inlet ? A large portion of the 
flood waters escape by Scott’s Creek as matters stand.
149. At the present moment there is a large surface over which shallow flood waters spread ;—if you confine 
them within the narrow channel you propose, will you not create a tendency for them to break through 
somewhere else? No; if the channel is open it will give a better discharge than you have had hitherto. .
150. You view the narrow strip where the rubble stone facing is shown as a dangerous place? Yes; if 
the river goes through there it might be difficult to get it back again. I think it might be necessary, as I

have
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have already explained, to extend the rubble facing from the southern breakwater or southern training-wall C. W. Darley. 
practically to Mangrove Creek. It would not be a very costly matter.
151. You adhere, I presume, strongly to the principle that the completion of these works will increase the 23Mar., 1898.
volume of the discharge ? It will give a more direct and better discharge; it will be deeper and wider than ■
it is at present. '
152. If it were not so there would be a tendency for the flood waters to break through or to back up and 
inundate the land above?. Yes ; I have fully considered all those points. If the channel I point out is 
cleared it will be a much better discharging channel than it is at the present time.
153. Admitting that the carrying out of the work will give a depth suflicient for any steamer to carry away
the produce of the district, will the work involve the country in any considerable cost on account of 
dredging the river in order to meet the circumstances of the increased traffic by larger boats ? There are 
certain places where the river needs improvement, but I regard the improvement of a river of this kind .
very much in the light of the improvement of a public road. I regard the dredging of a river as being in
the same category as the maintenance of a road. In any case it will only be a question of dredging a few- 
shallow spots, in order to enable the larger steamers to go up.
154. That will not involve the country in any very large expense? Not in any serious expense. It 
depends, of course, upon how far you want to take, the steamers up. If you are going to take the large 
steamers up as far as Taree, there will not be much to dredge. Taree is a distance of 18? miles. If you 
want to take the steamers up to Wingham the dredging will involve a heavy cost. I think we should be 
satisfied at present to get the steamers up as far as Taree, and allow the work of the upper portion of the 
river to be done by. droghers. It would not cost very much to make from 12 to 15 feet of water up as far 
as Taree.
155. Have you appliances on the spot for the carrying out of these works? The work at present being 
done is under contract. If the whole work were authorised we should take the work off the contractor’s 
hands, and probably carry it out by day-labour, or let a fresh contract. The present contract is not drawn in 
a way to admit of our getting large stone, suitable for a breakwater. It is intended only for getting 
stone suitable for training-walls. We can stop the contract, however, by a month’s notice.
156. The plant in such works is, as a rule, a costly item? Yes.
157. Could the plant used upon the Manning be made available for any other places where similar works 
are being carried out? We move our plant to a great extent from port to port. When w-e have finished 
one work we generally move the plant on to another, and credit the work with the then value of the plant.
158. You are satisfied that you have in the neighbourhood abundance of stone for the proposed work ?
Yes ; there is abundance at Crowdy Head. It would be conveyed to the works by tramway. "
159. You have found that you had ■ to take some precautions in putting in the northern training-wall, 
owing to the scour at the end;—did it increase the cost very much, and do you anticipate an increase of 
that cost ? I think it is economy to line the bottom of the tip-head with stone.
160. What is the greatest depth of sand you have met with in that vicinity? It has scoured out to 28 or '
29 feet.
161. That would prove that a great depth of water could be obtained ? Almost any depth—it is all sand.
162. Do jmu not think you might find reefs or boulders which would upset your calculations? Ido not
think it is likely. > '
163. At the extreme end of your breakwater, about how many feet of water will there be, under normal
conditions ? Opposite the point of the breakwater, if it were completed, I should expect to see something 
like 20 feet. Between the breakwater and the crossing inside, there should be from 15 to 18 feet. There 
would be about 25 feet between the actual points of the breakwaters. On the crossing inside there would 
be about 15 feet. .
164. Would that be deep enough to spill the scour into? Yes. _
165. Would the wind which now creates a bar when the works are completed, offer so much resistance as
to cause a precipitation of sediment near the mouth of your entrance? No ; the wind acting against the •
current might cause a choppy sea, but it will not stop the scour from taking place. . ' .
166. You do not anticipate from wind, current, or any other cause, that the sand will set up a bar outside 
of your breakwater ? I do. not think so.
167. What is the set of the current at that point ? From north to south, wide of the bight; the current 
in the bight is not very strong, but what there is of it is southerly.
168. The tendency would be for the sand to drift to the south ? Yes. ■
169. Mr. IFrigM] The proposed breakwaters are situated in a bight ? Yes.
170. What is the set of the ocean current there ? The main current is wide of the shore. Inside, it still 
has the same set—southerly.
171. Your northern breakwater would be free of any accumulation of sand ? Yes.
172. And the silt from the river would work down the coast? Yes.
173. Do you think it will become necessary to close the Farquhar Inlet ? I do not see any immediate
necessity for it. If we found we could not get enough scour we might entertain the proposal at a future 
date. It can never let out any great quantity of water, because Scptt’s Creek and the other openings there 
are comparatively narrow. It is an outlet for big floods. _
174. You think it would serve a useful purpose ? Yes. At the same time I should like to see it closed,
but I would not go to the expense of closing it at the present time.
175. Do you think your breakwaters are taken out far enough to prevent an accumulation of sand on the
bar ? They are sufficient to confine the channel in one position. They will give a channel of sufficient -
depth over the bar.
176. You feel satisfied that 3-ou have extended the breakwaters far enough to admit of the carrying away of
the sand-banks shown upon the plan? Yes. _
177. You said you regarded rivers as occupying much the same position as do roads in the matter of main
tenance;—I suppose it is necessary to dredge the whole of our rivers to a greater or less extent? Yes. We 
have dredges on all the rivers now. '
17c8. If they are to be kept in a navigable state, dredging is an absolute necessity ? Yes.
179. So that the dredging upon the Manning Paver would bo only in keeping with the dredging upon other 
rivers ? There would bo no more dredging than we have been doing in the past.

■ 37—B " " 180.
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C. W. Darley. 180. It has not been decided whether the proposed work is to be carried out by contract or day-labour 1 It 
has not yet been decided.

23 Mar., 1898. jgp yy}lo settles the matter ? I generally make a recommendation for the consideration of the Minister.
182. Have you heard that a number of men are assembling in the neighbourhood now with a view of 
entering upon these works 1 No ; there is a contract already in existence.
183. What has been your experience upon works of this kind ;—have you found it cheaper or more expensive 
to carry them out by contract or day-labour ? In many cases it is cheaper to carry them out by day-labour,

, and it is-far more satisfactory. Where there is a settled piece of work, where you have no doubt as to any 
change being required, it is, perhaps, better to carry out the work by contract. _
184. Where no unforeseen contingencies are likely to crop up you prefer contracts ? Yes; but in many 
cases there are unforeseen difficulties. It is especially in the case in harbour works, and immediately you 
ask the contractor to do anything which is not in his contract he wants an excess price. In works of this 
kind you must be prepared to meet difficulties day 'by day. You must have your hands free to meet 
unforeseen contingencies. There are works in which we find it a great advantage to proceed by contract.
185. Do you find that the men do as much work for the Government as they do for contractors 1 I think 
so. We pay the men well, and we also pick them.
186. You get a good class of workmen? Yes ; and if they do not do the work they can go. If we were 
hampered, if we had to take certain men, and if we had not a free hand in sending them away if they were 
not doing their work, we should have to abandon the system, and do all the works by contract. But where 
the engineer has a free hand, where he can send a man away when he is not earning his money, I think 
the work can be done as cheaply and well by day-labour as by contract. We employ absolutely competent 
and experienced foremen who know what a man’s work is worth, and if they report that a certain man is 
not earning his wages we let him go.
187. There is no political influence at work—it is a question of doing the work or clearing out ? Yes.
188. You are getting all the stone for these works at Crowdy Head ? Yes; there is no other suitable 
stone available.
189. All the stone used in the southern breakwater will require to be taken over in punts 1 Yes.
190. Would that add much to the cost ? Yes ; I have added one shilling to the price of the stone employed 
in the northern breakwater to meet the increased expense in the case of the southern breakwater.
191. How far is it your intention to line the bottom with stone ahead of the tip ? Until we get up to the 
point where the river divides. When that point has been passed there ought to be no tendency for the 
current to run round our work.
192. I suppose you have made allowance for the extra cost of the material employed to prevent the scour 
to which you have referred ? Yes.
193. You have made ample provision to meet all contingencies of that kind ? Yes.
194. Mr. Zee.] How much will it cost to complete the breakwaters as far as the dotted red lines ? The 
northern breakwater up to the end of the dotted portion will cost £23,602 10s., and will have a length of 
1,100 feet; the southern breakwater will have a length of 1,400 feet, and will cost £54,257 10s., giving a 
total of £77,860. I have added to that £3,940 for supervision and plant, making a total expenditure of 
£81,800.
195. That is a contingency which the country may yet have to face? I think it is doubtful whether the 
work will be necessaiy.
196. If it should be necessary, the total cost of making the Manning River a good navigable river will 
have been a little over £200,000 ? Yes.
197. In your opinion, is the district of sufficient importance to justify the expenditure of nearly £250,000 
of money upon the proposed harbour ? I do not think that at the present time we are justified in expen
ding more than £100,000; but on the other hand, if the entrance is improved, there will be a considerable 
increase of population in the district, and a larger expenditure may be justifiable hereafter.
198. There is a large area of valuable land about the Manning ? There is a large area which has not yet 
been much cultivated.
199. Mr. Hoskins.'] But if the works are carried out as you propose, do you consider that after they have 
been completed there will be exceptional difficulties in the way of steam vessels entering or leaving the 
Manning as compared with other rivers ? No doubt there will be times in bad-weather when it would not 
be safe to take it; but it would not last long, and it would only happen occasionally.
200. Do you consider the entrance to the Manning River more dangerous than that of any other river on 
the coast ? At present, yes; but I do not think it would be more dangerous than the entrances to 
the Richmond and the Clarence, when improved.
201. Mr. Black.] Is it particularly dangerous to come out of the Manning? No; it would be safer to 
come out than to go in.
202. But is there any phase of weather in which it would be dangerous to come in ? In certain classes of 
weather it would be dangerous to go in or to come out.
203. Vice-Chairman.] Has the western end of the constructed portion of the northern bank been injuriously 
affected up to the present time by the ebb tide getting behind it ? Yes ; both the ebb tide and current 
get behind it now.
204. Is that affecting the work injuriously at the present time ? Only by making the work more costly 
by deepening the water.
205. Has it caused the training bank to sink ? No ; because the full depth is secured before we go ahead.
206. What is the depth of water at the present time along the constructed portion of the northern 
training bank ? There is about 28 feet of water in front of it at present.
207. From your experience of the Clarence River, do you think it would be necessary to carry out the 
dotted portions of the breakwaters shown upon your plan in the Manning River? Not for some time to 
come ; I see no necessity for it at the present time.
208. In considering the matter, therefore, do you think the Committee need have regard to the possible 
expenditure on that portion of the proposed works ? No ; I do not see any necessity for it. In no way 
will the work now proposed commit the country to the larger expenditure.
209. It was more with the view of the possibility of our having to extend the northern breakwater that I 
put the question ? I do not think that it would be necessary.
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210. Therefore we may confine our attention to the expenditure necessary to construct the western portion C. W. Darley.
of the northern training-hank, and to complete the breakwater where the (firm lines occur on the
plan? Yes. 23 Mar., 1898.
211.. Will that work remove the whole of the sand-spit shown on the plan near the entrance? We may 
possibly have to help it a little by dredging.
212. What will be the cost of the necessary dredging to remove it ? A great deal of it will scour away,
but we may have to help it. It is difficult to say what may be required, but so far as the expense for 
dredging is concerned, it would come out of our annual vote for dredging on the river. We cut off a small ■
bank in the Richmond River without any dredging. As the breakwater went out so the bank disappeared.
213. Do you think the other sand-bank shown upon the plan will scour away ? Yes; the water there will 
have a tendency to deepen.
214:. Then do you think the construction of the northern portion of the work will give a good permanent 
channel ? Yes. '
215. Of a greater depth than the depth likely to be obtained on the bar? There will be a channel of from
12 to 15 feet. .
216. Are you of opinion that the construction of the works proposed on the southern side of the river may 
be postponed until the effect is seen of the proposed works on the northern side ? I cannot see that any 
harm would result from doing so. The southern breakwater might be postponed until we got the northern 
works finished. At the same time,.I consider the construction of a southern breakwater and works neces
sary to maintain and fix the channel.

You do not think it probable that you may be able to dispense with the expenditure on the southern 
side? No ; I think it will be necessary.
218. To improve the bar entrahce ? Yes. As long as the south spit is allowed to move about it must be a 
source of danger.
219. May we assume, also, that it will be necessary to construct the barrier bank as shown upon the plan?
Yes ; if only as a means of getting to the southern breakwater.
220. You mean that you would be unable to construct the breakwater without first constructing the barrier
bank ? Yes. 55
221. I suppose there would be a tramway along there? Yes.
222. Therefore, you see no means of lessening the proposed expenditure of £100,000? I have cut the 
amount as fine as I safely could.
223. Mr. Xee.] Yhat provision is made for maintaining works of this character? No actual provision is 
made. Of course, if any harm is done, we may have to get another vote to make good the works, but we 
do not find that any expenditure is necessary. If any expenditure is necessary a vote is taken.
224. What is your general experience with regard to these harbour works \—does it cost much money to 
maintain them ? Practically nothing. Take the Newcastle breakwater. It was taken as far as it was 
necessary to go at that time some ten or eleven years ago. Nothing has been expended there until the 
expenditure under the recently adopted scheme.
225. The question of maintenance, therefore, is an inconsiderable matter ? Yes.
226. Will you express an opinion as to how or by what means revenue could be provided from these ports,, 
which are improved so that the State may be, to a certain extent recouped for its expenditure ? That is a 
matter to which I have given some consideration, especially after my visits to a great many New Zealand 
and Queensland ports. I may say that I think there ought to be a local tax towards paying for a portion
of the works. ^ In New Zealand, and in every case, a certain district around the river or harbour, as the .
case may be, is taxed. In Queensland there are several harbour trusts formed now. The Government have
given practically no endowments to the works. They say, “ You can carry out these works when they
have been approved by us, and you can raise the necessary money by taxing yourselves for them.” That is
the system in Queensland on the northern rivers. The system is not adopted in Brisbane. I presume it
is considered that Brisbane is the main entrance to the Colony, and that it is the duty of the Government '
to carry out, the necessary works there. _ But on the important rivers to the north they have either to tax
the district or to tax the goods passing in and out of the ports. In New Zealand a circle is struck round a
port, or sometimes there will be a series of circles. In some cases every, property within a certain radius
pays so much in the £. ‘
227. Are they permitted to impose port dues ? Yes ; in some cases they have done themselves harm by 
overchaiging. In Dunedin the charges are so excessive that they are driving trade away from the port.
They have to make the charges, however, because they have gone to so great an expense.
228. Is there any limit of time fixed, or is the charge permanent? It is a permanent charge.
229. The system is not one under which a certain amount is obtained within a certain number of years?
No. I think rivers, like roads, should be regarded as a sort of highway. At the same time, there ought 
to be a tax upon the district to pay interest on the cost of the work, or a portion of it. If the Government 
pay a portion I think the residents of a given district ought to be made to pay the other portion. It must 
be remembered that property is greatly benefited by the opening of these rivers.
230. Although the district is benefited the whole Colony would also be benefited to a certain extent ? Yes, 
from the increased population and settlement upon the soil.

’ 231. Would a tonnage imposition be possible or politic in connection with rivers of the kind we are con
sidering ? It would be quite possible.
232. Would it be politic, seeing that the trade is done by vessels which are registered in the chief port of 
the Colony ? I see no reason why they should not be made to pay tonnage dues.
233. There is very little foreign shipping coming to these rivers ? Yery little. In Queensland, a charge
of 2s. a ton is made in some cases upon every ton of goods entering or leaving a port. That is the practice 
at Rockhampton, Maryborough, Mackay, and Townsville. The dues are collected for the trustees by the 
Government Collector of Customs. He pays the amount to the credit of a fund at the disposal of the 
trustees. ■
234. At the present moment we have before us no less than five proposals for the improvement of entrances
of rivers on the North Coast. If these works are carried out they will involve a very large expenditure ;_
do you not think that if the necessities of the respective districts demand the improvement of these ports a 
charge of some kind should be made 2 It has always been my opinion that there should be local taxation 
towards payment for works of this kind. 235.
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C. W Darley. 235. Are you of opinion that it is a wise step in the interests of the Colony to preserve these waterways on 
^ —\ the North Coast ? I think it is a wise principle for the Government to act upon, to improve the waterways
3Mar., 1898. an(j t0 develop the districts affected. The works will have the effect of opening up large districts which are 

capable of settling a great many more persons than are now resident there. Of course, the more you settle 
people in these districts the better it is for the country. These districts are capable of maintaining a very 

• much larger population than they now have. People are' frightened to go there owing to the want of 
proper means of communication. Again, if you improve the rivers you must cheapen the means of 
bringing goods to and fro, and a portion of the cost, therefore, should, I think, be made chargeable in the 
form of a tax. The residents there pay a certain price at the present time on account of the risk and danger 
of getting into the rivers. Freights would be reduced, in many cases, if there were a perfectly safe access.
236. In view of the fact that all the rivers on our northern coast are within a few hundred miles of the 
chief port of the Colony, and that behind all these rivers the richest land in the Colony is to be found, does 
it not appear extremely improbable that even if a railway could be constructed for less money, the, produce 
from these districts would be conveyed by that railway at a less cost than by water ! We must anticipate 
that pi'oduce will always go by water. It is so much, cheaper than railway carriage, liven if there were 
a railway in these districts now, and'if the present bad bars were allowed to remain, the produce would 
still go by water.
237. Mr. Wright.'] If it be sound policy for the people on our coastal rivers to pay for the improvement of
those rivers, would it not be equally sound policy for the people of the interior to pay for the construction 
of roads and bridges 1 I certainly think there should be taxation under Local Government for the mainten
ance of roads. But, as regards the northern rivers, you must remember that the Government are making 
roads in those districts as well as improving the rivers. ;
238. Do you not regard the improvement of the rivers as affording an additional road, enabling these people 
to get their produce to market '# I do not think that argument would apply. If the Government were 
expending nothing in these districts in making roads it would be a different thing, but the Government are 
still making roads there.
239. If you make a charge upon these rivers at all should it not be a tonnage rate instead of a local tax 1
A tonnage rate would do, of course. .

. 240. In that case, only those who use the rivers would be charged ? The amount would come out of the
residents’ pockets after all.
241. Mr. Clarke.] In dredging the Manning River, would the sand be taken out to sea, or would it be put 

■ behind the walls '! It is put behind the walls.
242. Mr. Wright.] You were asked to supply the Committee with certain information with regard to the 
watersheds of the northern rivers. I particularly desired to obtain it for our information in the considera
tion of these works 1 I have a statement showing the watersheds of all the northern rivers, the total 
length of the rivers, their navigable length, the width of the proposed entrances, and the mean annual 
rainfall. It is as follows :—

12 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PURLIC IYORKS.

River. Area of watershed. Total length of 
river.

Navigable length of 
. river.

Width of entrance 
proposed.

Mean annual 
rainfall.

sq. miles. miles.
1

miles. feet. J inches.
Tweed ......................................... 420 40 • 24 1 500 ! 69-17
Richmond ................................. 2,080 149 68 l.OO't i 51 '47
Clarence ..................................... 8,000 247 07 1,400 : Sl-15
Bellinger .................................... 480 76 ] .5 500 i 70-00
Nambucca .......................................... OdO r>s 9 500 70-00
Macleay .............................................. 4,580 21<> 39 700 . 46-33
Hastings ..................................... 1,390 no 19 050 > 62-10
Camden Haven ............................... 240 is 13 400 , 62-10
Manning .............................................. 3,100 141 29 800 : 47 ‘46

<>10 46 400 , 47-40 (?)
Hunter.................................................... 8,270 2S8 49 1,200 j 32-16

In handing the return, in, I should like to explain that it will be diflicult without grave consideration to 
draw any conclusion from it. It must be taken with the greatest possible care if the Committee desire 
to draw conclusions, for instance, that because a river lias a certain area, a certain rainfall, and a certain 
width, that ought to be accepted as a basis for designing other river improvements. The Committee 
must be extremely careful as to what inference they draw from any portion of it, or they may find them
selves very much misled. For instance, the Tweed River has 420 square miles of watershed; the normal 
width of the, proposed entrance is 700 feet, hut I have quoted in all cases the choke width, which in this 
case would be 500 feet; the mean annual rainfall is 69 inches. Now, take the Clarence : It has a 
watershed of 8,500 square miles ; it has a total length of 247 miles ; the width between the entrance 
as propqsed is 1,400 feet, and the mean annual rainfall is 51 inches. Now we will assume for a 
moment that these proportions in the Clarence River are exactly correct, what I want to impress upon the 
Committee is that they must not infer that if those particulars are correct as regards the Clarence the 
same ratio will apply to any other river, because nothing could be more fallacious. Suppose the proportions ■ 
of the Clarence are correct, and that therefore you might find a constant, and that you applied it to the 
other rivers—the Tweed, for instance, what width do you think the Tweed should be ? The entrance 
would only require to be 69 feet .instead of 500 feet. In the same way, if 420 miles of watershed requires 
an entrance of 500 feet in width, the Clarence upon the same proportions would require to be 10,000 feet 
in width.
243. Is not that matter governed by the rainfall ? To some extent : but the rainfall does not vary in 
proportion. On the Tweed it is 69 inches, and on the Bellinger and Nambucca it is 70 inches ; upon the 
Clarence it is 51^- inches. The real point is this : the entrance is regulated more by the length of the 
river and the shape of the basin. The Tweed is a short river. The whole length from the sea to the 
source is only 46 miles. The Clarence is 247 miles in length, and 67 miles are navigable. When a flood 
comes down the waters are stored and are slowly given off, so that the smaller entrance does. An 
engineer in determining what width an entrance should be has to study a number of questions. He has 
to ascertain what is the width of the river at certain salient points, and that must regulate him in fixing 
the width of the entrance.

George
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George Charles Yeo, Draftsman, Stock Branch, Department of Mines, sworn, and examined:— .
244. Mr. Leei\ Can you give us any particulars as to the stock in the Manning River District ? Yes; 
the following return has been prepared :—

Desceiptiox of area in which the following Stock are returned.
Commencing on the shore of the South Pacific Ocean at the mouth of the Manning River, and bounded thence by 

that shore north-easterly about 20 miles ; thence north-westerly about 45 miles ; thence south-westerly about 50 miles ; 
thence south-easterly about 45 miles to the shore aforesaid; thence by that shore north-easterly about 30 miles to the 
point of commencement.

G. C. Yeo.

23 Mar., 1898.

Horses. Cattle. Sheep. Pit's.

7,052 46,341
1895.

! 991 --- -

7,402 48,317
1896.

1 1,106 —

7,064 45,285
1897.

1,473 8,615

245. You told us the other day, in connection with another inquiry, how the stock drifted to market. Are 
you prepared to say now how the horses and the horned stock from the Manning River reach the market l 
They all go overland.
246. They are not conveyed by steamer ? No.
247. The pigs would be sent by steamer ? Yes ; and also the sheep if there were any to send.
248. I suppose the bulk of the horned cattle lind their way across to the Muswellbrook and Maitland 
markets ? I should think so, but I could not say definitely.
249. How do the A. A. Company dispose of their cattle ? They may go across to Varrah.
250. Could you say whether the stock is 'increasing or decreasing in the district, outside the period you 
have named ? No ; in making out the return I went back only to 1895.

THURSDAY, 24 MARCH, 1898. 
. present:—■

The Hox. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (YrcE-Cir.urar.vy).
The Hon. James Hosyrys.
The Hon. 'Wiletam Joseph Tutokett. 
The Hon. Dawtetj O’Coknoh.
IIexey Clause, Esq.

Chatiles Ale Rim Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Weight, Esq. 
Feank Faknell, Esq.

The Committee further 'considered rhe proposed Harbour Works at Manning River.

Samuel Boulden, master of the Steamer “ Coraki,” sworn, and examined:—
251. Mr. Wright.'] You are master of the steamer “ Coraki,” trading to the North Coast? Yes. S. Bou\den.
252. How.long have you been trading to the Manning? I have been going there in the “ Coraki” two ^—------ -
years and one month, but I have been going to the Manning on and off, but not continuously, since 1890. 24Mar.,1898
253. What has been the condition of the entrance to the river since you have been trading there ? It 
has varied a great deal. The channel shifts considerably. It has shifted a great deal during the last two 
years, sometimes to the north and sometimes to south. It shifts on the bar as much as a mile at different 
times. In March, April, and May of last year the water on .the bar ranged from G ft. G in. and 5 ft. 9 in. 
to 7 ft. G in. at high water.
254. What is the lowest depth of water you have known on the bar during the last two years? Five feet
nine inches. '
255. What is the tidal range there? In spring tides 4 ft. and neap tides about 1 ft. 6 in. The north
easterly and south-easterly weather have also an influence on the tide. The south-westerly weather 
accelerates it, and the north-easterly weather cuts it down.
25G. Has the work which has been already done there had any effect in deepening the river ? I could 
not say whether the work has deepened it, but the bar is better now than it was last year.
257. There has been some freshes in the river during the last few months ? Yes.
258. Would they not deepen the bar a bit? It was"just as deep previous to the freshes of the last three
or four months. The freshes, however, have made a lot of alteration inside. -
259. Do you think the work marked on the plan with a black line has had the effect of deepening the
river inside ? 1 think it has deepened it as far as the wall has gone. • -
260. What effect do you think the proposal before us will have ? I think it will keep the channel from 
going north as it used to do about two years ago. The channel at present runs riclit over the wreck of 
the “ Murray.”
261. Does not the river divide near the island shown towards the end of the northern trainiim-wall, and is
there not a channel from that point round by Harrington ? Yes. °
2G2. Does not the existence of that channel prevent the scour to a certain extent ? Yes.
263. You think the confining of the waters by the construction ot the training-wall across the entrance of 
that channel will greatly assist the scour ? Yes.
264. Do you think the point to which it is at present intended to extend the breakwaters will have the 
effect of promoting a good scour ? It may have that effect, hut it would he necessary to construct the 
southern training-wall. The complete work would have to be carried out.
265. What is'the set of the current outside the breakwater ? In flood-tides usually northerly. With, 
the ebb-tide it is inclined to run to the south. About 2 miles out to sea the current is to the southward.

266.
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S. Boulden, 266. Is it strong ? It depends upon whether the winds have been blowing from the north-east for any 
24^p time.

ar.,1898. 267. I ask the question because the Departmental officers say that the set of the current is always southerly 
both inshore and out ? We have proved that that is not so again and again. Groing north, we have 
followed round the beach to get the set of the flood-tide. We have often found the current running north 
in the. bight right up to Crowdy Head. It might run at times from 2 to 3 miles, but that would not be 
right inshore.
268. That is your general experience in connection with the whole of these North Coast harbours—there 
is a northerly set inshore, a kind of eddy ? Tes.
269. Do you think the prevalence of the southerly current seaward would have the effect of keeping the 
mouth of the river open if a good scour is promoted by the confining of the channel by training-walls ? I 
could not say. The breakwaters do not appear to me to be carried out a sufficient distance to meet the 
southerly current. There is not much strength in the current within a i mile of the shore, especially to 
the southward.
270. The proposed works would probably have the effect of bringing a large quantity of sand down the 
river, and the engineering staff say that once you get that near the bar it will be swept away by the 
southerly current ? It may be so. In my own opinion, there will not be enough current to sweep it

• away unless the breakwaters are carried out a considerable distance. What I have noticed is that as the 
present works have been carried out the bar has also gone further out to sea.
271. When the works are completed, they will have the effect of driving the bar out far enough into the 
ocean to bring it within the influence of the southerly current ? I should think it is likely to have that 
effect.
272. You see the portion of the plan marked “ rubble-facing ” ? Yes.
273. Do you think there is much danger of the river breaking through at that point ? Yes.
274. Do you think the proposal to carry the rubble-facing up to the southern training-wall would make 
that neck of land secure ? Yes, I think that should answer the purpose.
275. Do you think that the construction of a training-wall from Chinaman’s Point, on the other side of 
the river, forcing the w^ater into one channel, will have a certain effect in deepening the channel ? I have 
always thought the work should have been started from Chinaman’s Point, instead of from the Painted 
Eocks. The ebb-tide would act at once there.
276. The report of the Department shows that at the end of the wall the ivater is deepening fast ? It
may be so ; but it is not so deep at the end of the wall as it was six or eight weeks ago. That is what I 
have heard from local residents. *
277. You think then that the works proposed will have a beneficial effect? My experience in these 
matters is, that if the water is confined it will have a tendency to keep the channel clear. Every fresh 
which comes down cuts a certain amount away from the spit at the south of the entrance, and makes the 
bar wider than it w'as before. Since this plan was drawn nearly the w’hole of the sand-spit on the southern 
side has been washed away. Not more than two months ago the sand there was 2 feet above high-water, 
now, at spring-tide, it is 2 feet under high-water. The water has broken through the inner side of the 
spit near the proposed training-wall, and the last fresh we had, with a south-easterly gale, scoured it out, 
and left 5 feet of water. Since then the whole spit is under water at high'tide.
278. Showing that the effect of confining the water by the northern training-wall has already produced a 
considerable scour in the river? Yes ; there is at times a strong current running down ; it is as much as 
we can do to steam against it.
279. You think the proposed works will not only have the effect of deepening the river, but also the bar ? 
When the southern breakwater is made; but at present the bar is at right angles to the existing wall. 
There is a sand-spit on that side which is nearly level with the wall, audit has not been scoured. In fact, 
there is more sand there since the wall was made than before. The spit runs out from the Painted Eocks 
down to the end of the wall.
280. The sand has accumulated behind the wall, while the southern side has been scoured out ? Yes.
281. You think that when the southern training-wall is built the river will be entirely scoured out by the 
action of the water ? Yes; the southern training-wall will certainly have a beneficial effect.
282. How far do you go up the river ? Hp as far as Wingham.
283. What sort of water have you there ? It varies from 7 feet to 16 or 18 feet in holes. The lowest 
depth is 7 feet.
284. What is your draught ? Eight feet loaded.
285. So that you cannot go either up or down the river fully loaded ? I have not loaded deeper than 7 
feet 8 inches since I have been on the river. When I start from the upper and shallower portion of the 
river I am only partially loaded. I am picking up cargo all the way down.
286. In going up I suppose you are discharging cargo ? Yes.
287. As a rule, when you come down you draw more water than when you go up ? Yes, as a rule.
288. What water do you generally draw ? From 7 feet 3 inches to 7 feet 6 inches.
289. You can safely navigate the bar with that draught? At present, yes.
290. What is the longest detention you have had in going in or out of the river ? I have always managed 
to get in; but I have often been detained. For the past two years the longest detention I have had has 
been four or five days. I do not take more cargo than I know I can get in and out with.
291. You regulate your freight according to the water on the bar, so that you can always get in ? Yes.
292. Coming out of the river what has been the longest detention you have had? The longest detention 
I have had during the last two or three years has been four or five days. In May last there was only 5 
feet 9 inches or 5 feet 6 inches, and with any sea on you could not get out with that depth of water.
293. That has been your longest detention in getting out ? Yes.
294. Have you ever known the water to be so high as to give only 1 foot 6 inches at low tide ? At high- 
water, with a 2-foot rise, there has been 5 feet 9 inches.
295. Mr. HoskinsIf the proposed works are completed as they have been described to you, do you think 
the entrance to the river will be exceptionally dangerous and bad—that it will be worse than that of any 
other river on the coast ? I do not think so.
296. Do you consider that at the present time the entrance is an exceptionally difficult one ? .Just at 
present it is a little better than it was. Last year it was very dangerous, especially as the channel was 
going over the wreck of the “ Murray” for a considerable time. I go in now close to the wreck.
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297. The works already constructed have greatly improved the entrance ? I could not say that. S. Boulden.
298. Do you not find that you can get in and out with greater facility than before the works were 
constructed ? I have got in and out with facility before any works were constructed. The bar shifts a 24Mar., 1898. 
great deal. If the channel had followed the breakwater, I should be inclined to say that it has had the
effect of deepening it, but the channel is at right-angles to the breakwater. I believe the works already 
constructed have prevented the channel going north, and that alone would have a good effect.
299. Do you think there is any danger, if these impovements were carried out, of the deposit of sand being 
shifted further out, and therefore causing an additional impediment to the entrance? That is a thing upon 
which I should not like to offer an opinion. ■ I should say it would be a matter of carrying out the break
waters until you meet the stronger current.
300. Mr. iee.] I suppose you have been up to the Manning in all weathers ? Yes.
301. Can you, at the present time, enter the port if there should happen to be sufficient water on the bar 
when there is a heavy gale blowing ? When there is a very heavy gale blowing none of us can enter. It 
is left to the judgment of the pilot. If he thinks it dangerous to enter he runs up the signal, and it then 
rests with shipping-masters whether they will go in or stay out.
802. There might be water enough on the bar, but the wind blowing from a certain quarter might render 
it unsafe to take the bar ? The wind would not affect me, and it would have to be a very heavy sea to 
keep me out. Coming out, of course, it would be different.
303. What is the worst wind you would have in getting in ? Trom the south-east or south-west. We 
always know that if the wind shifts round from the south-east to north-west we should be able to get 
out in a day or so. Crowdy Head runs to the north-east, and it seems to make the sea smoother.
304. Supposing you were lying inside, loaded for sea, what conditions of weather would stop you from 
getting out ? * A heavy sea. There is now 7 feet of water at neap-tide and 9 feet at spring-tide. If we 
were drawing 7 feet, and we were to come down heavily on the bar, it would take the way off the ship 
and we would then turn round.
305. A heavy sea with wind from what quarter ? South-east or south-west.
306. Have those winds the effect of piling up sand on the bar? As a rule, we find that it is the north
east winds which block up the bar more than any other.
307. That, as a rule, is not a strong wind? ' It is the prevalence of it which is the cause. It is a bad wind
for shoaling, but it is not a bad wind for getting out. -
308. H the proposed works were carried out you would have an entrance 800 feet wide ;—would that, in 
your opinion, be wide enough ? Yes, for steamers.
309. How would it affect sailing vessels? Sailing vessels would never be'able to get in unless they .had 
a fair wind. They would not be able to get in any more than they can at the present time. Supposing, 
for instance, the wind were coming from the westward, they could not get in. A tug comes out to them.
310. Is there a tug stationed at the Manning Elver ? Yes.
311. Would a sailing vessel be able to take the entrance when there wras a heavy flood running out of the 
river ? It would be dangerous for even a steamer to tackle the bar when there was a heavy flood.
312. You are aware that it is proposed to narrow the entrance ; the flood-waters now coming down can 
pass over the sand on either side ; if you narrow the entrance, of necessity, there will be a stronger current 
of flood-water;—how will that affect you—will you be able steam against it? A great deal would depend 
upon the power of the boat. We never attempt any of the bars except on a flood-tide, with the exception 
of the Clarence Eiver bar.
313. Under those conditions it is assumed that you always have an abundance of water under you;— 
would a strong current such as I have mentioned affect your coming in ? Not with a powerful boat. ’
314. Take the boat you are commanding now ? There would be a pilot there, and he would signal me if 
he considered the entrance dangerous. If he put up the stand-off signal it would rest with’ me whether I 
took the risk or not.
315. You have an entrance 800 feet wide, and gradually widening as you get into safer water ; you will 
have double the depth that you now have, but you will have a stronger current against you ;—would 
you, under those conditions, be able to take the entrance ? I would not care to do so if there were a 
heavy sea. '
316. Then, even if the proposed works are carried out, you will only be able to trade to and from the port 
at times when the weather is partially favourable ? The flood-waters do not last long in coming out. We 
might be kept a day. If we were certain of the water of course we would go in. The question is, whether 
we are certain the depth of water is there. At Port Macquarie we used to go in at-all times, as long as 
we knew that the water was there.
317. The assumption is that if the proposed works are carried out the water will be there ? If that is so 
we can go in and out. At Newcastle there is plenty of water, but very often large steamers will not go 
in. It often happens that in a heavy south-easterly gale the stand-off signal will be run up, and often 
ships in ballast, with plenty of water under them, will not go in. Shipping-masters must use their own 
judgment.
318. But if the port is to be a good port you should be able to get in at night as well as in day time ? If 
the entrance is made as good as the entrance to Port Macquarie was two years ago, we could do that. At 
least a dozen times last year I came out of the Manning Eiver at night-time. I waited for the top of high 
water, and of course in winter-time the tides are highest at night.
319. Are there any sailing lights there ? No ; I did it at my own risk.
320. Would it not be necessary, in a port of the kind we are considering, to establish entrance and 
sailing lights ? That is for the Marine Board to decide.
321. But you, as a master mariner, would not like to take the entrance on a dark night without sailing 
lights ? No.
322. Therefore, if you could not do so the port -would be valueless at night-time ? At present we keep 
the river cleared, entering it by day-time only.
323. You time your sailing so as to hit the river at daylight, and on the flood-tide ? Yes.
324. You can enter the Clarence under any conditions of weather at the present time ? I think so. The 
Sugar Company’s boat, a month ago, was bar-bound for six or seven days. Our boat came out; but the 
“ Piona” did not.
325. I suppose.the steamer was weather-bound, but not bar-bound ? She is a larger boat than ours, and
she was probably drawing more water. I do not know what the reason was, but I know that she was 
bar-bound. 326.
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S. Boulden. 326. Do you think that if a comparatively safe entr.ance were made at the Manning your company would 
<——A —■> be induced to send a larger description of boat there:1 It would rest with them. ^

24 Mar., 1898. 327. Would' it be necessary to have the river deepened to enable the boats to proceed up as far as Taree ?
With the present draught we have, I can keep the river clear. My boat is as large as any which has ever 
traded there, and she is 160 feet long. I go up to Wingham, calling at each wharf as I go along, and [ 
make on the average six trips a month. _
328. Do you go right up every trip ? Yes, under circumstances. _
329. The produce is not brought down by droghers to deep water:1 There are droghers there which collect
and bring the produce to the different wharfs. _
330. If that be the case, the settlers are not put to any great amount of inconvenience at the present time ? 
I cannot see that they are put to any inconvenience as regards the water-way. We take the produce when 
they are ready.
331. Does it happen that you take live stock—pigs and calves—and that when you get down the bar you
have to land the live stock ? 1 have never done that. In every case we get out when we can. I have
brought pigs to Croki, and have watered and fed them, and have gone down again the next day. On one 
occasion I was lying inside the little wharf, and the tide fell so that I could not get up again as usual. 1 
had about 100 pigs'on that trip, and some poultry. They were about three days on board there. We had 
any quantity of water down there, and we fed and watered them just as we should do at any other time, 
and no harm resulted. .... .
332. Had the pigs deteriorated in quality when they reached their destination ? Xo ; I think they were 
enhanced in value, because we fed them on maize. Of course, the farmers would have to pay for that.
333. It appears from what you say that you are just as likely to be weather-bound if the proposed works 
are carried out as you would be without them ? If there were a heavy gale blowing I should be better off

( inside. .
334. About how often would you be bar or weather bound in the course of a year ? Trom June until 
February last we were only two days weather-bound.
335. Are you stuck up more than six times in a year ;—'how many times were you bar-bound last year—
about nine days ? Sometimes more than that in the course of a year. _
336. I suppose there is a loss to the company from your being bar-bound? Of course, there is the men’s 
wages, and the coal.
337. You are not burning coal all the time? If we were bar-bound three days we should go up and down
the river three times. _
338. Do you consider it a loss to the company for you to be bar-bound ? There is a certain loss to them.
339. Are there any other steamers trading there now ? No, there hiive been others at different times.
340. I suppose that in the busy season of the year, when freight is pretty plentiful, there might be an odd 
boat occasionally ? There was only one boat last year to help us. The bar was bad then. But if the bar 
keeps as it is at present the “ Coraki” will be ample to take away everything grown on the Manning. Of 
course, if the crossing got as bad as last year, we should have to go out with half loads.
341. Are there many sailing vessels going to the Maiming? There aro several ; they go to saw-mills at
Coopernook, Lansdowne, and Scott’s Creek. '
312. They carry timber chiefly ? Yes.
343. Of which steamers do liot carry much? Wc carry cedar usually; but wo do not usually do the
hardwood trade. ■
344. Sailing vessels bring down a lot of timber-—a class of cargo you do not care about ? Quito so.
345. I suppose they bring it more cheaply than you can do ? Yes.
346. You say that you make about six trips a month ? I averaged that from June last until January.
347. What inward goods did you average ? The average would be 50 tons a trip.
348. What would be your tonnage from the Manning on the average ? During the year I brought down
about 80,000 bags of maize, 11,000 pigs, 9,000 cases of eggs, 2,000 bags of oysters, 4,000 kegs of butter, 
2,000 cans of cream, also some poultry, hides, fruit, timber, and sundries. The busiest time is from April 
to November, and I should say that the tonnage would come to about 10,000 a year. t '
349. You think your tonnage coming down would average about 150 tons a trip? Yes; the boat will 
carry 240 tons. A great deal depends upon the crops. During the last three years they had good crops. 
If a flood were to come down we should not bring down more than from 30,000 to 40,000 bags of the 
maize.
350. Practically, that is all the traffic of the river ? Yes, one way.
351. Are there many sailing vessels going to the Manning? Por the last six or seven years there has been 
only one mill going ; but at the present time there are two going, and there is another ready to start.
352. What would the sailing vessels carry usually ? They would average from 20,000 to 30,000 feet of 
hardwood. Now andthen they would carry down a little general produce ; but they carry timber chiefly.
353. What is the freight ? We charge Is. a bag for maize, but what the other freight is, I could not say.
354. What are your passenger charges ? £2 return saloon, or 25s. a single ticket; 25s. return steerage,
and 15s. a single ticket.
355. Mr. Blacky What is the reason you prefer to remain inside on certain occasions when the weather 
is rough ;—do you think your boat lacks power, or do you consider your deck cargo ? The bar is like all 
other bars on the coast. If it is shallow, and there is a heavy sea, it is impossible to get out.
356. But you said that, even if the bar were removed, there would be some weather in which you would 
not be able to get out ? That often applies to Sydney Heads.
357. But would it be because you have deck cargo ? We do not study the deck cargo. If we can get 
out we do so. We seldom lose any deck cargo.
358. I suppose you carry a number of pigs on deck ? Yes.
359. If you had a number of pigs on deck, and the weather were rough, you would stay inside? We 
seldom consider the pigs in the matter. If we can get to Sydney we get there, whether we have pigs 
or not.
360. It is for general reasons that you remain inside, and not because you carry deck cargo ? Yes.
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FRIDAY, 25 MARCH, 1898.
•Pt.e0.mt:— <

The Hox. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (Vice-Chaiemax).
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. William. Joseph Tbickett. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connob.
Henby Clabke, Esq.

Chables Alfred Lee, Esq. 
Geobge Black, Esq.
Eeancis Augustus Weight, Esq. 
Frank Eabnell, Esq.

think 25 Mar >1S03-

the Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning River.

Thomas Robert Allt, Managing Director, Horth Coast Steam navigation Company, sworn, and
examined :—

3G1. Mr. Hoskins.1 For how long have you had any connection with the North Coast Steam Navigation T. B. Allt. 
Company or "with vessels trading to the north coast? Over thirty years. .
362. This is-a proposal to improve the navigation of the entrance to the Manning River ;—do you 
that the works hitherto carried out by the Department of Harbours and Rivers have improved the 
navigation of the river ? I think the inone}7 expended has improved the entrance:
363. Can you ship larger cargoes and can you ship them with greater regularity to the Mannin" River
than you could do some years ago ? Undoubtedly. I ought to qualify that reply by saying that the 
Manning is a river which alters very much. During the last year or two the entrance has been somewhat 
tetter than it was heretofore. Occasionally it goes back to its former condition. I have been absent in 
New Zealand for six or seven weeks, and I believe that while I was away the entrance shoaled up to 
about 5 ft. 6 in. That, however,is a very unusual thing. '
364. What is the depth of the water there now ? There is a fair dejith of water there now.
365. Does your company use steamers of a larger carrying capacity than they used to do on the Manniim
River ? Yes. °
•j6G. The presumption is that the navigation of the river has been greatly improved 1 That is not
absolutely so. We are using a more adaptable class of steamers ; they carry a larger cargo with a much
lighter draught of water. . ■
367. Are you acquainted with the improvements which it is proposed to make upon the river? No, I am 

illave keen there half a dozen times, but Mr. J ohn See is better acquainted with the river than I am.
368. -Do the masters of vessels represent that the works which it is proposed to carry out are likely to
result in an improvement to the navigation of the river ? Personally, I have not questioned them upon 
that point; but, generally speaking, they express the idea that the improvements going on are undoubtedly 
of some benefit. o o j
369. Is the trade of the river increasing? I do not think it is. I do not think the volume of trade at tlie 
present time is greater than it was four years ago.
370. Has the population upon the river increased ? It has iacreased, but not materially. I do not know 
the absolute statistics, but from what I have seen, and looking at the quantity of cargo which comes out 
or the river, I do not think there has been any great increase.
oil. The cargo brought by your steamers from the Manning has not increased of late years ? No.
312. Then the improvements made on the river have not had the effect of increasing the volume of trade ?
I do not think they have. '
373. Is it your opinion that the entrance to the Manning River is more dangerous than are the entrances to 
the other rivers on the north coast ? Undoubtedly.
374. Why ? I am not comparing the Manning with rivers like the Nambucca and the Bellinger, but with 
rivers .like the Richmond and the Clarence. The entrance to the Macleay is better than that to the 
Manning. I would much rather go to the Macleay than to the Manning.
375. The reason that I ask the question is that there is a proposal before the Committee to construct a 
railway from Maitland to the Manning River, costing about £1,000,000, and the principal reason alleged 
for the line is that the entrance to the Manning is very dangerous and difficultthe question is whether 
that should be considered ?. I cannot see how that question can come in, because the settlers on the river 
suffer little or no inconvenience, I think that if our secretary were to give you the statistics of the year’s 
trade, it would be found that there were a few occasions upon vffiich vessels have been bar-bound. At no 
time have they been bar-bound for any considerable period. I do not' know any settler on the river who 
has suffered any loss from the detention of the vessels.
376. It may be inferred that the delays at the bar have been greatly diminished since the improvement 
works have been going on ? Not greatly, but they have been diminished.
377. Communication by steam between Sydney and the Manning may be regarded as more regular than it 
was some years ago ? Undoubtedly.
o7S. The argument, therefore,.that the entrance to the river was so very dangerous would not apply, seeing 
that the navigation has been improved, and that vessels can enter and leave the port with greater facilitv 
than they used to do ? That is undoubtedly the case. Of course a railway might be a convenience to myseff 
and to gentlemen like yourselves if you wanted to get hurriedly to Sydney. You would get down in less 
time by rail than you would by steamer, because the steamer would have to wait for the tide ; she cannot 
go out with the ebb tide. There is generally only one tide a day.
qen ij-Presume.that tlie passenger traffic between the Manning and Sydney is verv small? Very small.
460. Do you think the Railway Commissioners would ever be able to take the produce of the district to 
Sydney as cheaply as it could be conveyed by the steamer ? I do not think they could profitably do so. Of 
course they might take it. We only charge a matter of 10s. a ton for bringing the maize to Sydney, and 
we pay droghermg out of that. We have a large droghing plant to keep up as well. You might safely take 
«“rs-a , ’ and then the company’s droghing plant would be a loss taking it all the year round, 
obi. Do the droghers you speak of take produce from the different wharfs ? They have to collect it here
Qoe-,1°ni!'nd£everywllere““uP the creeks and arms of the river which the steamer cannot reach. ’
062. J he tanners have not to carry their stuff far to the droghers? No37—C ' o ■ ■ ,3S3.



924

18

T. R. Allt. 

25 Mar., 1898.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Yes; unless383. It would be more difficult for them to convey their produce to the proposed railway 1
there were a railway-station to the door of every farmer. i-Itp
384. From your experience of the more regular journeys made by steamers, you . P „ ,, • »
Government would be justified in expending more money m improving the navigation of the nvei l

rickett] I understood you to say that the trade of the Manning had fallen off lately ? It ebbs 
and flows. The volume of trade at the present time is rather low. ... -r
386. What is the reason for that ? The seasons have a great deal to do with it. In j
our vessels to the river at a heavy loss on account of the small cargoes. 1890 oi 1892, was, I think, t e 
flood year, when the farmers lost nearly all their crops.
387. Have you ever lost any vessel at the Manning River ? No. .i x i j j388. Seeing^that the entrance is spoken of as about the worst on the coast that is ratljer to be wondere
at? It is one of the worst places to navigate. It is a shallow bar, bu you veiy se
there : you may get ashore, and have to wait to get off. It is rather costly sometimes. We hai e had that
happen to us. We have had one boat ashore there twice within the space o. a year.
389 Do you look upon the district as one which is bound to progress and advance m the fut™e ? 1 
it will improve, but not to the extent people would like to make out. It ought to improve as. the country
gets opened up. . . mu rr a i390. Do you regard the district as being as good a district as Ihe iweea . JNo.
391. I suppose you will have observed* tha? it is always desirable to keep open these waterways and
improve them rather than allow them to go back ? I think so, undoubtedly. ,,
392. Have you visited the Manning River lately ? I was there six or seven months ago. I usually &o up

3931.e^?cia^a] What is the freight now to and from the Manning? I think we are charging 12s. 
6d. to the Manning, and 10s. from the Manning to Sydney. . , . , ,
394. The average freight either way would be about 10s. ? Yes ; we carry all dead weight
395. Do you think that when the proposed improvements have been effected freight will be ^er ^
now is? It is very hard to say. I do not think it will be much lower than it is at the piesent time
unless the volume of trade is much increased.^ If you could ensure good cargoes up and Jo™’ Strict a^a 
the trade for less ; but you cannot ensure that. We often keep up communication with the distnct at a
SrisuppJr'the floods have been against any increase of traffic? The floods are a great barrier to
people settling on the soil; they are frightened of them. . , T
397 Would the proposed railway from Maitland to Taree interfere m any way with youi treode? 1 do 
not think it would interfere with us at all. We could compete with tnc railway ourselves.
398. By that you imply that water carriage is always cheaper than is railway carriage . That is incon
testably pro vecl by facts all over the world. 1J 1 „ A o-reit
399. I suppose the heaviest produce you would carry from the Manning would be maize. A 0ieat
Droportioix of our cargoes is maize. . . , i , T . i ♦ i xi__ . __^ «400P The live stock would probably go by rail if possible ? I dare say it would ; but I think there is not a
deal of live stock there at any time. , „ . . •401. I suppose the only live stock would be pigs ? Yes; but as the factories are incieasmg the traffic is 
diminishing. They kill the pigs, and cure the bacon there. The pig traffic is decreasing.
402. You would have the traffic either as live stock or as bacon ? Yes 
difference in the earnings

, ----------- o
but it makes a great deal of

403. I suppose other live stock would go overland ? Yes.
404. Have the works already constructed improved the river much ? To some extent. _ I can^rccollect the 
Manning River when you could not get a ship in there once m three weeks. That was m ''°r/n ?
405. Do you think a f urther expenditure of £100,000 upon improvements in the river would be justified l
The improvements of course would make a great difference to the entrance, but the <lu®*tl°nJ .fi ^ 
difficult one to answer. I am not an expert, and I cannot say whether the expenditure would be justifiable 

or not. A good'entrance would, of course, very much benefit the river. i + ? Tt
406. You say that there has been no improvement in population or traffic within the last few years .

407. DoPyou see any probability of an improvement in those respects? If you could keep the river free 
of floods, it would undoubtedly improve. Floods are a great drawback to the river ; they not only destroy 
the crops, but kill the live stock. One heavy flood will throw the district back eighteen months.
408. Mr. Lee.~\ You have only one boat trading to the Manning1? yes.
409. Do the steamers of any other company trade there ? ' Ho. . ,
410. One boat practically carries the whole trade of the river ? It is, taking the year all rouna, too muci

for the trade.
411. Making six trips a month ? Yea. . . . .n •
412. The steamer has been proved for some time to be sufficient for the requirements of the rive , ..
413. If the port were improved, and the river were so dredged as to enable you to get m at all times, and 
to discharge your cargo at all points, it would be a great convenience to your boats and a saving of expense

to the company ? It would be a saving to us. . . ,
414. It is proposed to expend £50,000 more upon the works if these works are carried out, do you 
think your companv would be prepared to entertain the payment of port dues or a charge of some kind 
from which the Government could derive revenue to pay portion of the interest on the outlay . J. think 
we should be perfectly willing to do that, provided the dues were not put on too strongly.
415. Presuming the contemplated works would give additional facilities for shipping, and would enat>e 
boats to carry larger cargoes at a reduced freight, the payment of dues might reasonably be expected ?

Yes. i416. If the settlers obtained a reduction of freight in consequence of tlie proposed works, do you not 
think it would be a fair thing to ask them to return a portion of the benefit m the shape ot dues . JN o 
doubt it would be a fair thing, but the difficulty is to get the money out of the people.
417. Suppose you continued to charge the present rates of freight, which, of course, would be oarne , 
you would be inclined to favourably consider the proposal that you should pay port dues? The chances



925

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HAEBOUE WOEKS AT MANNING EIVEE. 19

aie that if you give the river a first-class entrance, enabling us to get in and out at any state of the tide, T. E. Allt. 
•we could run at reduced freights. We should have to do so, but the public would get the chief 
advantage. 1 25 Mar., 1898.
418. If the port were made a good and accessible one, do you not think it possible that we might have ' 
some opposition on the river ? That is very likely.
dues Yef Wei'e ^ CaSe’ ^ ^ Vessels comPeting f°r the trade should be called upon to pay port

420. How would that affect you in this way : your vessels are registered in the chief port of the Colony, 
an are tree to enter all the ports of !New South Wales;—would your company consider it a hardship if 
por dues were imposed at the Manning and at other places where similar improvements had been carried 
ou ’ w.ou ^ that appear to you to be too heavy a tax ? It might take some years to carry all these works ,
out. As tar as my company are concerned, we have specially-built vessels, which you will not find in any 
o er o the Australian colonies. They were designed to meet the particular requirements of these shallow- 
draught rivers. To a certain extent, when these rivers are deepened, those steamers will become obsolete, 
because they will not be required. That would mean an additional expense to us—not that I should 
hesitate to incur it because the improvements to the river would be a benefit to my company. At the 
present time we have boats adaptable to all these rivers, such as no other company has.
4H. Mr. Would not the boats be available for shallow-draught rivers which had not been improved ?
it you could find them, but I thought it was contemplated to improve all the rivers.

^r' Y°ur company practically does all the shipping to the north coast? The larger proportion

423. The entrances to the Clarence and Richmond Rivers have been improved, and it is proposed to 
improve the entrances to the Tweed,_ the Bellinger, the Nambucca, the Macleay, and the Manning the 
con ention is, that m these rich portions of the Colony the settlers must have a better means of outlet than 
tbey have at the present time the question is, shall this means be afforded by improved ports or by the 
construction ot a railway and, if you improve the ports, are you justified in imposing dues ? I certainly 
think some revenue should be derived from the improved ports.
424. Does it appear to you that if a railway were made along the north coast, and the ports were not
improved, that the railway would entirely carry the produce of the district in competition with the water- 
carriage I I am quite sure it would not. .
425. When you admit that, do you not admit that a great necessity exists for devoting attention to the 
improvement of the ports ? Undoubtedly. I think the ports should be improved.

-m. You would offer no objection to the payment of dues, provided that they did not amount to a serious 
impost, interfering with the progress of the district ? No.

Yris1,t‘l l U1id®rstand y°u t0 sa7 that the trade of the Manning is not increasing ? Just so. 
ffioc decreajs^| • 1 d° not think it is; it remains about the same. The year 1897 was better than
1896; the year 1895 was a bad year.

'w_as owing to the floods? It was due to various causes—chiefly to bad weather.
4oU. You said your chief item of transport from the Manning was maize ? Yes.
431. Is there a disposition on the Manning to abandon maize-culture, and to go in for dairy-farmina ? They 
of agricultural land'0 thmSS simultaneously- There is a lot of land adapted for pasture, and there is a lot

432. If it pays people there better to go in for dairy-farming than for the groivth of maize, that will have ' 
a considerable influence on your freight ? Yes ; an omnibus would'bring it all down in that case.
433. Is there not a tendency on all the northern rivers to go in for butter rather than for maize-growing ? 

o not think so. I do not think people will abandon the growth of maize. It grows easily, and they get
two crops a year. , J J ^
434. You think the maize-culture will continue irrespective of the dairying industry ? Yes ; the farmers 

urmg the last twelve months have been exceedingly fortunate. They have had a better market than has
been known for years.
435. Is the population increasing or decreasing on the Manning and its tributaries 1 I can only judge by
the passenger traffic, amd taking a superficial view of Taree, Wingham, Tinonee, and other places I have 
visited. 1 was there eight months ago, and I can see no difference in those places, as compared with what 
they were five years previously. r

popffiation is not increasing 1 I cannot see that it is.
There is not much chance, you think, of increased production ? No.
Vice-Chai7-man.] Have you kept separate accounts of your trade with these northern rivers ? Yes.
IIo you know the earnings of your boats running to the Manning and the Macleay ? Yes.
'U0 iT? , pPen to remember the figures ? I could not do that; and even if I could I do not think 

they would help you very much. .
441. Could you furnish the Committee with a statement for (say) three years, showing the tonnage you 
have carried from Sydney to the Manning and from the Manning to Sydney ? I could not give you the 
exact tonnage. .All X know is what the earnings have been.
442. How could the Committee arrive at information upon that point ? I could not give you information
as to earnings. I regard that as being of a private character. • '

Inany tripS d°eS y0Ur steamer make to the Manning a month ? Six. •
4. And to the Macleay ? They are very erratic. During the maize season we sometimes run two ■ 

steamers there. We run the steamers as quickly as we can to get the maize away. They grow more maize
on the Macleay compared with the Manning. The Manning maize is a mere bagatelle compared with the 
ivlacleay maize. • r
Vfr t^lpS do y°il make t0 the Macleay in the course of a year? I suppose about 100 trips.
446. What is the tonnage of the steamer ? About 200 tons. *

3hat the tonnage of the steamer running to the Manning ? About the same tonnage.
448. Upon the average, would your steamers bo half loaded ? Not more than that. I have the “ Burrawong” 
oonn1!? t0 * •acleay’1 a?d 1 rec®lved a telegram this afternoon with reference to her. She will carry 
2,_UU bags ot maize, and the captain sent me a telegram to the effect that he had 1,300 bags. The reason
^ooTTides 'nS the larger quantlty 18 that there is not ^ater enough to bring the vessel out, and they have 
b - • 449. -

437.
438.
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440.
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T. R. AM. 449. Would half-cargoes be a fair average 1 Yes; I think half-cargoes each way would be a fair estimate, 
, but we have only one boat running to the Manning, and she would make about sixty-six trips a yeai.

23 Mar., 1898. 450^ Jjqq askecl y0u as to port dues—as your boats call in at most of the northern ports, you would have 
' the dues to pay at more than one port—what I want to know is, whether you have a direct service to each 

port ? Yes. .
4-)l. Have you any intermediate service? Yes ; to ISambucca, to Bellinger, and Port Macquarie.
452. Is not that a branch in connection with the Macleay Biver ? No.
453. You have a steamer running direct? Yes; when the water allows us.
454. Take the Manning, the Blastings, and the Macleay;—there are three different entrances, and you 
have a direct service to each port ? We have a broken service at I’ort Macquarie.
455. But the others arc direct services ? Yes.
456. If port dues are imposed, therefore, you would only have to pay one set of dues on account of each
service ? Yes. But you must bear in mind that we have a steamer1 which always makes a duplicate 
voyage, it brackets either Port Macquarie with the Nambucca, or Port Macquarie with the Bellinger. She 
sometimes brackets the three. _
457. If dues were charged at Port Macquarie, and none at Nambucca or Bellinger that would be all right, 
Yes.

Captain Francis Hixson, B.N., President of the Marine Board, sworn, and examined :—
458. il/r. Trickett.] You know the Manning Biver ? I know the entrance.
459. Has it occupied the intention of the Marine Board from time to time? The entrance has been a 
troublesome one, inasmuch as there have been frequent delays in getting vessels in and out in consequence

9_M ibis of the obstruction to the bar. .
- ar’’ ’ 460. What supervision has your Board over the Heads? We have a pilot station there, and there is a 

lighthouse; but we have no supervision over the works in the locality'. _ .
461. What are the duties of the pilots? To sound the bar, and to move the buoys into proper positions as 
changes take place. Also to bring in or take out such vessels as require a pilot s assistance, and perform 
the general work in connection with the station.
462. I suppose they have also to hoist a signal when it is unsafe to enter ? Yes, and also to show the state
of the tide always. .
463. Have there been many casualties at the entrance to the Manning? Not many—there have been several.
464. When was the last ? I could not say from memory. There has been none recently'.
465. The bar at the entrance to the Manning shifts very much ? Yes.
466. The depth of water is constantly' changing ? Yes. _ _
467. Could you tell us what expense is incurred by the Marine Board in connection with the Pilot service ? 
The establishment costs about £600 or £800 a y'ear ; that includes the light at Crowdy Head. The 
light is not exactly' at the entrance of the Manning, but is at Crowdy Head, about 3 miles to the north.
468. Has the Marine Board at any time brought under the notice of the Government the insecure entrance 

. to this port? Not specially in the case of the Manning. In fact, we have been accustomed to the Manning
so long that we look upon its insecurity as a matter of course. The bar has been so troublesome that we 
quite accept the fact of vessels sometimes not being able to navigate it. . AA e have a tug there to assist 
vessels in and out—a subsidised tug.
469. You recognise this as being one of the worst of our bar harbours? Yes.
470. Is the tug service an additional expenditure ? Yes.
471. AATmt does it cost a year ? Between £400 and £500.
472. AATiat is the name of the tug, and what is her tonnage? The “John Gollan,' a tug of between 
50 and 100 tons. AYe have so many' of these tugs in various ports that I cannot remember this jiarticular 
case at the moment.
473. Is she used only for towing-in sailing vessels, or does she render assistance to steamers ? She helps
steamers as well. It is optional with both sailing vessels and steamers whether they employ her services or 
not. She frequently helps both classes of vessels. _ _
474. Is the chief difficulty at the port experienced in coming in or going out ? It is more in going out. 
As a rule, vessels coming in are light; the difficulty is, in getting vessels to sea after they have taken their 
cargo on board.
475. It is chiefly owing to the sandy bar which forms and shifts at the entrance 1 Yes.
476. Do vessels sometimes get stuck on the bar ? They frequently stick ; not so much on the bar as on 
the spits jutting out from the shore. •
477. Do they remain there as rule until the next tide ? They' are often got off at the. same tide. AYe have 
a good plant of salvage gear there, and immediately a vessel is in distress the tug and pilot render all the 
assistance possible. Sometimes, however, a vessel will remain there for two or three days.
478. You see that Sir John Goode’s plan shows a wave-trap on the northern side, with a breakwater at the 
entrance, and a training-wall of limited extent; there is also a training-wall on the southern side running 
along towards Mangrove Swamp ; the Departmental scheme, as shown on the upper plan, is similar. The 
portion of the present wall marked in black has been already constructed. There is a proposed continuation 
of the training-wall on the southern side of the sandspits right up to the bend in the river; but the scheme 
omits the wave-trap on the northern side. That is practically' the only difference between the Depart
mental scheme and that of Sir John Coode, with the exception of the continuation of the training-wall. 
Do you think the Departmental plan with the continuous training-wall, designed for the purpose of creating 
a scour, would be more effectual than that in which the training-bank stops short, allowing the water to 
work in among the sandbanks ? I am much in favour of the Departmental plan.
479. Have you been consulted about it ? No.
480. You never saw it until to-day ? No.
481. From your experience, you think that a continuously close channel, such as indicated by the Department, 
would more greatly7 conduce to a perfect scour, than would the channel indicated by the plan below? Yes ; 
a glance gives the Departmental plan the preference, to my mind, instantly.
482. Are you able to say whether the work which the Department has already carried out at the Manning 
has been of some advantage in improving navigation ? I am not prepared to say that it has been of much

advantage
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R.N.
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. advantage up to the present time,.except that it has prevented the channel from opening to the northward, as ^ 
it used to do. The breakwater has overlapped that, and has saved a great deal of trouble to which we were F- Hixson, 
su jected in times gone by. I have known vessels go along the beach and make a right-angled turn to 
enter the river. The training-wall has had a beneficial effect in that respect. oiTivT ^Taa
4S3. The peculiarity of this port is, that the Painted Rocks are considerably inside;—the real entrance to ar’’ 8" 
the port is outside the Painted Rocks ; and a large mass of sand, until the portion marked in black was 
constructed, enables the current to cut in and form a new channel at varying periods? Yes.
484. The construction of the training-bank has helped to do away with that, and to keep one channel ?
..t has made the channel more regular, and it has done away with the objectionable channel that used to 
open out parallel with the beach. -
485 When were the M arinc Hoard last at the Manning River ? We have not been there within the last 
eighteen months.
486. Do not the Marine Bo'ard inspect the lighthouses periodically ? They have not done so latterly, 
there is a proposal to upset the Board’s practice of going to these, ports annually. The Public Service 
Bo_ard have recommended that an inspector be sent; since then the Board have not gone.
4bi. therefore, you have not an opportunity to see these works? Not as I should have done a year or 
two ago. J
488. Were you consulted with reference to these works when Sir John Coode was here ? He had some 
casual conversation with me on the subject, but I do not know that he consulted me with reference to his 
^0A°ni f WaS more a vicw t0 obtaining information then as to the actual design of the work.
4b J As far as your experience goes, do you think that it is desirable that a work of this kind should be 
carried out l 1 think so. I am always an advocate for trying, as it were, to assist nature in any of these 
works. 1 never like opposing nature. But when the work is designed with a view of following up what 
nature has done, 1 am m favour of it. The carrying out of the breakwater beyond the Painted Rocks is, 
to my mind, a very good scheme.
490. Mr. Barley explained yesterday that the wave-trap designed by Sir John Coode had the object.of
preventing the waves from running right up the channel, but he seemed to think that the trap was not so 
very necessary at the Manning River, seeing that there was no settlement at the entrance, and that ships 
were not required to he alongside wharfs or piers there? Quite so ; there is no settlement there. As to 
the sea, it would, run along the training-wall, and after a vessel negotiates the entrance I should not think 
anything of that. I do not believe very much in Sir John Goode’s wave-trap. I do not think the waves . 
m the scheme prepared by the Department would be of any moment directly vessels got inside the bar 
Ihe weight of the sea is spent upon the bar. ■
491. Do you think if the entrance were improved as suggested there would be likely to he a considerable
deposit of sand outside the breakwaters would the sand accumulate there to the detriment of naviga- 
tl0n ' not‘ , I think the sand would be likely to back up into the bight, but I do not think it
would extend beyond the breakwaters. I think that if the stream is narrowed in the way indicated by 
the plan it will scour the entrance. The sand might back up behind the breakwaters, but that would have 
rather a good than a harmful effect. . _ .
492. Have you had enough experience to say whether you think training-walls constructed of loose rubble
stone will be likely to stand ? The Clarence River has been much improved by the training-walls They 
have stood there very well. & ■ j
f y0V S6en tlie Walls tllere recently? I have not been there for the last eighteen months
494. About what size are the stones? They are not very lar<>-e.
495. They have stood well ? As a rule. - °
to-’ cfnsiderah1e rush of water down the Clarence and Richmond occasionally? A great rush.
49/. M'i’-Wrifflit.] Are you acquainted with the ocean currents in the. neighbourhood of the Manning? 
io the extent to which I gained experience of them when surveying the coast. °

state(i tlle Department that there is a southerly set in the current both inshore and off 
would that be correct—we are informed by captains of vessels that there is a southerly set offshore with a 
noitherly set inshore . I do not think there is any positive rule as regards the current. I believe the 
captains are correct. As a rule, there is a southerly current in the offing, but if you get close inshore there 
is a little eddy m the opposite direction. - -
499. The Department say that there is a southerly set right in to the proposed breakwaters ? For my 
mdffiatedm lnClmed t0 agree ’Wlth the caPtains of vessels who have expressed the opinion you have

SOD You think that in this particular bight, as in most other bights on the Australian coast, there is a 
northerly eddy? Yes. We found the currents most fickle. Instead of taking a straight line, we often 
had to zigzag, sometimes for a northerly and sometimes for a southerly current.
oOl. What effect would that have upon the entrance, if by narrowing the course of the river you succeed 
in deepening it i—would the sand be carried away or would it be likely to accumulate ? I think it likely 
that the sand will back up behind the breakwaters. In some instances it would be carried away The 
sand m many of these places makes most extraordinary changes. At the Macleay River the entrance at 
one time is wholly different from what it is at another. For some reason we cannot understand, the sand 
shirts very rapidly at times. .
502. It has been stated to the Committee that the Manning River bar will shift suddenly,—that is, within a 
few hours, would you infer from that that there is no definite current—that the shifting of the bar is 
accounted for by the changes in the current? There are constant changes ; you never know what some of 
these bars are going to do; they will be one thing to-day, and quite a different thing this day week.
503 Do you not think the shifting of the bars is accounted for by the changes in the currents ? I think it
the chano-esT ^ ^ rUSh °f Watet' at a tlme °f fresh’ toSether Jvith Sales and heavy seas, produce

504. We have it in evidence that the Manning River shifted half a mile in a few hours ? I would not be 
prepared to go to that extent; but I know that it shifts a great deal. ,
500. What effect do you think the construction of the proposed works will have upon the bar? I think
the changes we have been discussing will probably be mitigated by the works proposed. The' sand will 
probably be carried out into deeper water, and will have a less detrimental effect than it has at the present 
Iiraf!' 506.
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Capfc. 506. We are told that the construction of the northern training-wall has .deepened the water very much—■ 
?w6011’ io some cases to 25 and 26 feet; the deepening of the water has removed the sand further out to sea. 

_ Supposing the whole of the channel from the mouth to Chinaman’s Point is deepened by 6 or 7 feet by the
26 Mar 1898. construction of the proposed works, what is to become of the sand taken away ;—do you think it is likely 

’ that it will lodge at the mouth of the proposed works ? I think it will go further out into the ocean than 
it otherwise would do, and will have a less objectionable effect. .
507. You do not think the tendency will be to pile up a still bigger bar of sand than now exists? I do
not think so. - . . .
508. You think the ocean currents, whichever way they go, will disperse the increased accumulation of 
sand ? Yes.

Captain John Jackson, Manager of Public Wharfs, made an affirmation, and was examined : ■
Capt. 509. Mr. Clar&e.] What is the practice on our coastal harbours as regards the imposition of port dues ?

J. Jackson. ’phere are no port dues charged excepting at Sydney and Newcastle.
510. Upon none of the rivers? No.

"511. Are there not wharfage rates charged on some of the rivers? Only at Coff’s Harbour and at 
Woolgoolga.
512. Are there no charges at Byron Bay ? The wharf there is leased. I think they charge a trifle there 
now; but it is optional with the lessees.
513. Does it not seem rather strange that harbour or wharfage dues should be charged at these three 
places, and at no other part of the coast? The expenditure at Coff’s Harbour and Woolgoolga has been 
pretty heavy; there is a great deal of wear and tear. The revenue obtained will only pay the caretaker.
514. Is that the reason why charges are made at those particular places and not elsewhere? I presume so.
515. Are there not charges at some places to the south—at Wollongong, for instance ? There are no wharf 
dues charged at Wollongong now; only tonnage dues and pilotage.
516. What is the rate charged ? Ten shillings per diem upon a vessel under 240 tons, or a halfpenny per 
ton per diem on vessels over 240 tons ; that is, on vessels coming in for the purpose of loading.
517. Are there no charges at Eden ? No. ,
518. Or on the Clarence or Richmond ? No. •
519. Considering the amount already expended upon the improvement of the Manning River, and the 
additional amount which it is proposed to expend to render the river navigable, do you think it fair 
that tonnage or wharfage dues should be imposed there ? I think it would be very fair, having regard to 
the benefits derived by the public from the improvement of the ports. The residents will be greatly 
advantaged. I think it is only fair that tonnage dues should be charged upon vessels taking away produce.
520. You would not charge the residents of the district ? The residents will pay the dues; the steamship 
companies will not pay them.
521. You could get at the residents better than by charging the vessels? No; the company will charge 
6d. more for freight, and that will cover the lot.
522. Mr. Zee.] The wharfs on the Richmond and Clarence are Government wharfs ? Yes.
523. Are any charges made? No; unless they are proclaimed public wharfs under the Act. The
Government can impose wharfage, but they do not do so. It would not pay to impose it. On the Rich
mond there are thirty-six small Government wharfs, all constructed by the Government. The Government 
has to keep them in repair. It has been my policy since I have been in the Department to lease these 
wharfs to private individuals at a nominal rental, upon condition that they keep them in repair. I try 
to get rid of them as opportunity offers, to save the Government the annual expenditure, which is very 
heavy. _
524. How many wharfs are there on the Clarence ? A great many. I could not say how many, speaking 
from memory.
525. You have some wharfs on other rivers, and also some on the South Coast;—what is the total number ? 
I tried to arrive to-day at an estimate of what they have cost, and I think they have cost somewhere about 
£150,000. That does not include Kiama and Wollongong.
526. Then therS has been the cost of maintenance ? Yes.
527. Does it amount to 5 per cent. ? After a few years it would do so.
528. I suppose these wharfs were built to facilitate the shipment of the produce of the districts ? Yes.
529. Has there ever been a charge by the Government upon any of them ? Not on most of them. In
1881 or 1882 a charge was made at Kiama, Eden, Wollongong, Morpeth, and Newcastle; but it was 
cancelled after the first year. I do not think it was seriously intended.
530. Can you give us any idea why the charges were abandoned ? No.
531. It is not within your recollection that any wharfage charge has been made upon any of our rivers to
recoup the Government for the outlay ? I am sure of that.
532. The Government build the wharfs and have to maintain them for the public convenience ? Yes.
533. Would the letting of the wharfs carry with it the right to make a charge ? Yes; but, as a matter of 
fact, they would not do so. These wharfs are very small places, only about four jnles, costing from £150 to 
£500 each. There is a cluster of farmers around them, and the farmers bring their produce there. There 
is a shed, and the farmers use it for the storing of their produce.
534. The majority may be small wharfs of that description, but still there are large piers; for instance, take 
Ballina and Lismore ? The Ballina pier is let, and the one at Lismore is handed over to the municipal 
council. The Coraki wharf is also let.
535. I presume the lessees do make a charge ? They do in some cases; but at Coraki they do not. It is 
added to the freight. The wharf is in the hands of a steamship company.
536. The Government hand over the wharfs to get rid of the maintenance ? Yes.
537. But if the respective local bodies make a charge, how is it that the Government do not do the same 
thing? It is only at Lismore that a charge is made, I think, by the municipal authorities.
538. I suppose it has become the custom upon these rivers so long that it is a difficult matter to alter it ? 
Yes ; you could not very well alter it.
539. Are you still building wharfs on these rivers upon the same principle ? Yes.

540.
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540.. The wharfs are under your charge ? Not unless they are proclaimed under the Act. Capt. ‘
541. And the moment they are proclaimed, a charge is made ? The charge can be made. Jackson-
542. It is proposed now to improve five or six rivers on the northern coast. Would you with your experience
of shipping business, think it in the interests of the State, having regard to the necessity for maintaining w ‘
the works, that a charge of some character should be made (say) in the shape of port dues? I have a 
strong opinion upon that point. I do not think the State should construct such costly engineering works 
without being recouped to some extent. Of course, we cannot get the interest on the total expenditure, 
but I think that those who benefit by the expenditure should contribute towards the interest.
543. And you think port dues would be more easily collected ? Yes.
544. It would in reality be the payment for services rendered ? Yes.
545. There is no doubt that the boats which now trade to these harbours would have an easy time if these 
works were carried out ? Yes.
546. They will carry a third more cargo than they do at the present time, and they will be under no greater
expense? Yes, and there will be no detention. '
547. You think, therefore, that the traders could well afford to pay the extra money? Yes.
548. Mr. Hoskins.] Is it your experience that in other parts of the world where wharfs are erected for the
public accommodation a charge is invariably made to the persons using them ? I never knew a port any
where, excepting in this Colony, where wharfage charges were not made.
549. Mr. Wright.] What dues are charged in Sydney at the present time, exclusive of the wharfs ? Har
bour and light dues, tonnage dues, and pilot dues. The harbour and light dues are included in the
tonnage dues.
550. Your experience of other countries is that there are charges in every harbour 1 I know of only one 
place where no such charge is made, and that is Hongkong.
551. Are there any harbour dues in the port of Newcastle? I think that what is charged in Sydney holds 
good for six months in Newcastle. But there are pilot dues in Newcastle, and vessels loading there pay a 
halfpenny a ton while loading. A great many vessels do not pay pilotage dues at all at Newcastle—they

• are exempt.
552. But if a vessel does not fly the exempted flag she must pay pilotage dues ? Yes.
553. Upon the northern rivers the Government subsidise a tugboat and there are pilot-stations? Yes.
554. Is it compulsory upon vessels trading there to take a pilot and tug ? Most of the captains trading 
there have exemptions.
555. They do not take a pilot or tug? Sometimes they may be compelled to take a tug.
556. The Committee are to understand that the Government keep special tugboats and pilots on the northern
rivers, and that there is no compulsion on vessels to pay pilot or port dues ? Quite so. ■
557. Do you know why the wharfage dues were discontinued at Newcastle? I think Mr. Watson was 
Treasurer at the time. There was then very little importation at Newcastle. The port was used chiefly 
for its export of coal. Since then things have altered considerably, and the import and export trade -of 
Newcastle other than coal is now very large.
558. Is it not contended at the present time that wharfage dues at Newcastle are contained in the freight 
paid to the Railway Commissioners for the use of the railways and of the steam-cranes ? Yes.
559. There is a charge of lOd. upon every ton of coal shipped at Newcastle for the use of the railway and 
cranes, irrespective of the distance from the wharf from which the coal is brought ? That is so, I beheve.
560. ' The statement of the coal-owners is that this heavy charge of the Commissioners includes not only the 
railway charges, but also the wharfage dues ? Yes; but I do not consider that they pay wharfage at all.
561. You regard the payment as being solely for railway rates and the use of the steam-cranes? Yes.
562. You said you believe in wharfage dues upon all our coastal harbours, and that owing to the smallness
of the trade it would be impossible to collect them, the salary of the collector amounting in some cases to . 
more than the amount collected ;—might not the difficulty be met if you charge tonnage dues ? Yes.
563. They would be very simply collected ? Yes.
564. Do you think it would be fair to the country and to the trading community upon these rivers that 
such a charge should be made ? I do.
565. What would you consider a fair tonnage charge for the northern rivers—take the Clarence River, 
for instance ? I am not prepared to say what should be charged; I have not thought much about that point.
566. Do you think you could collect enough to pay interest on the outlay ? No ; but we could collect a
good deal towards it. •
567. Do you think you would collect enough to pay the salaries of pilots, the tugboats, and light-houses ?
Yes.
568. By that means a considerable saving would be effected in the annual expenditure of the State ? Yes.
569. ^ Mr. Hoskinsi] What charges are imposed in British ports, as a rule; take Glasgow and Liverpool,
for instance—I am not referring to the dock charges, I mean the port charges ? I could not say from '
memory, but I know that they are heavy.
570. You think that a moderate charge might, with justice, be made upon these northern rivers ? Quite 
so. I would not advocate anything oppressive. I would propose only a fair charge for services rendered.

Henry Spondly, Compiler, Government Statistician’s Olfice, Chief Secretary’s Department, sworn, and
examined:—

.)/!. Mr. Wright.] Have you prepared a statement with regard to the proposal under consideration? Ii h Snondlv 
have made out a statement in two different forms. In the first instance, the statement applies to the a. ' 
district from winch we consider the trade goes to the Manning; the second statement relates to the 25Mar., 1898. 
whole of the Manning electorate, which goes rather farther to the north. The statements disclose the

population,
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population, the area occupied, the different forms of occupation, the area under various crops, the quantity 
of the chief crops, live stock, and the production of butter. They are as follows :—

. Manning River District and Manning Electorate.
River District.

Estimated population on 31st December, 1897............................ ................ 8,100
Electorate.

9,130

Total area..............................
Occupied area—

Crown lands .................
Alienated lands—

Freehold ..............
Private leasehold

Area under crop—
Wheat ................................
Maize......................................
Other grain crops .............
Lucerne and sown grasses.
Sorghum ...............................
Root crops............................
Tobacco...............................
Sugar-cane .........................
Vineyards and orchards...
Market gardens ...............
Minor crops.........................

Under permanent artificially-sown grasses 
Production—

Wheat ........................................................
Maize..........................................................

Hay ............................................................
Potatoes ....................................................

Live stock—
Horses ........................................................
Cattle—

Dairy....................................................
Ordinary ...........................................

Sheep...................
Swine ...............

Production of butter

acres. acres.
1,477,500 1,641,000

88,500 95,000

219,000 241,900
121,200 130,600

340,200 372,500

428,700 467,500

460 500
17,540 20,030
1,150 1,280

140120
210 240
310 350

30 35
6 7

270 300
60 70

170 195

20,326 23,147

3,000 3,450
bushels. bushels.

7,020 7,700
624,930 713,880

tons. tons.
770 860

1,160 1,320
No. No.

6,270 7,050

6,920 7,670
26,570 29,320

33,490 36,990

080 1,110
4.340 4,690
ib. Ib.

199,500 221,050

TUESDAY, 29 MARCH, 1S98. 
ftfeamt:—

The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERT (Vice-Chairman).
The Hon. James Hoskins. I John Lionel Eegan, Esq.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. | ‘Francis Augustus 'Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning River.

Henry Richard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Rivers Branch, Department of
Public Works, sworn, and examined :—-

H. R. 572. Mr. Hoskins.] How long is it since you were last at the Manning River ? A year or eighteen 
Carleton. months.

573. Works have been going on there since you visited the place—works undertaken by the Harbours 
29 Mar., 1898. anq Rivers Branch for the improvement of the entrance to and of the general navigation of the river ?

Ves ; the contract that was then let has been running ever since.
574. Is there an officer of your Department down there looking after the work ? Tes; we have a resident 
inspector there.
575. Is there a tug kept to tow in vessels ? There is a subsidised tug; hut it is under the control of the 
Marine Board.
573. Sir John Coode reported upon the question of improving the entrance to and the navigation of the 
Manning River ? Ves.
577. But the department is not following out his recommendations P Except that we are extending 
the northern training wall, and omitting the wave trap, the scheme is practically Sir John Coode’s.
578. What is the primary object that the Department have in view—the improvement of the entrance or 
the improvement of the navigation of the river ? The improvement of the unstable portion of the river.
579. Has the carrying out of the northern training-wall improved the navigation of the river by giving 
more water at the entrance, or stiller water ? I doubt if there is any permanent improvement yet. Th e
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'nari iar<^ ^ been carried far enough. Still, the inner crossing has been improved slightly. • H. R.
ool). Can steamers ordinarily trading to the river enter more easily now than they could before the works Carleton. 
earned out by your Department were commenced ;—is there less detention ? I think so. The periods 
ot detention are shorter. 29 Mar., 1898.
581. Evidence has been given to the effect that the entrance to the Manning Eiver is about the worst 
upon the coast; is that your opinion ? It is as bad as any of them.
o82. But in your report you say, “ The Manning entrance, in comparison with most of our east coast 
rivers, is, therefore, remarkably free from reefs and other obstructions of a rocky nature ”? I made 

onngs at the entrance in 1888, and I ascertained that there would be no difficulty in obtaining a scour, 
r Pr0mu “'.at there was practically no rock down to a depth of 80 feet below low water. 
o88. Ihe difficulty at the entrance is caused by the collection of sand there ? Tes.

84. And you anticipate that you will be able to get rid of that sand by causing a greater scour ? Tes : 
by concentrating the tidal and flood-waters upon the bar.
585. The Committee have before them a proposal to construct a railway from Maitland to Taree, one of 

e most urgent reasons in favour of which is the argument that the Manning entrance is exceedingly 
dangerous, and that steamers are frequently delayed there, and many of them have been lost:—do vou 
think that the proposed work will improve the entrance ? I think so. I think that if the scheme is 
carried out it will give a fairly safe port.

'P16 navigation of the Manning would not then be exceptionally dangerous ? I think not. There 
will always be times when it will be advisable for steamers to stand off: but that happens all along our 
coast during easterly gales.

^ happens in England too ? Tes. However, if the proposed scheme is carried out, those times 
will be fewer, and the detention will be less. "

<^ePth °f water obtained be sufficient for the class of vessels trading there ? I think we 
shall be able to get a boat drawing 12 feet or 15 feet up to Taree. Once inside the entrance there would 
not be much dredging required to get a boat of that draft up there now. There are only one or two 
shallow places in the river, and they are of no great length.
589. The difficulties lie at the entrance ? Tes.
590. By causing a great scour at the bar and by dredging you will be able to get rid of them ? Tes.
591. Have you a dredge there now ? Tes.
roQ- tv-'* ftsand-pump dredge ? No ; it is a bucket dredge. The sand-pump dredge has been removed. 
o93. yV ould not a sand-pump dredge be better for dealing with sand ? Tes, if the water was sufficiently 
smooth ; but tor a sand dredge you want a wall behind which to pump the sand ; otherwise the sand gets 
washed back into the channel. 6
Ko-' mv6 first1work tlle Department would take in hand would be the training walls ? Tes.
59o. The southern training-wall would not be so long as the northern training-wall ? It would be onlv about half as long. J
fov' '^V' m.at is the distance from the entrance to Taree;? Eighteen and a half miles.
rno ^ha,t 18 the draffc of the Tesse]s going up the river now ? About 7 feet. .
598. Mr. O Connor.] About 5C0 tons burden? No ; about 350 tons.
599. Mr. Fegan.] There is a greater depth of sand above the rock than was first surmised ? Tes • bv 
keeping away from the rocky point we shall be able to get nearly any depth we like.
600. It is not intended to charge any toll for the use of the river ? I believe not. '

A^h,atvfm°UIlt has already been expended at the Manning ? £23,000. We have a balance of about 3bLy,uuu ieit.
602 Is that upon the votes for several of the rivers ? No ; that is the amount of the unexpended votes 
for the Manning. £17,000 was voted in 1894, £10,000 in 1S9G, and £15,000 in 1897, or £42,000 
altogether. Or this amount £23,000 has been expended.
6(nu Vice-Chcnrman.] Upon the completion of the proposed work will the annual expenditure in connection 
with the river be lessened ? Tes.
604. What is the present annual expenditure ? Upon dredging ?
605. Upon dredging, tug service, and so on ? I do not know what the tug subsidy is ; you would have to 
ca!?1 WV “tormatlon from tbe Marine Board—but probably £500 or £600 a vear is paid.
ca'? Ttru iS Sft.ent uPon dodging operations? The expenditure varies very much.
aao , at * ,n tbe avera"e expenditure for the past four or five years ? £3,500 a year.
608. Apart from the cost of the work now being carried on ? Tes.
609. Hpon the completion of the proposed work what would be a fair provision to make for the keepin<r 
open of the river r It would be necessary to keep one dredge always upon the river. That would cost 
from £1,500 to £2,000 a year.

Jp16! sa’vdnD effected would be approximately £1,500 a year ? Tes; there would be that saving. We 
should also save the whole of the dredging done at the entrance. Some £15,000 has already been spent 
there m dredging. 1
6}.b -ffe. 70U °f opmion that it would be possible to dispense with any part of the proposed scheme and 
still obtain a sufficiently good channel? I hardly think so. Mr. Dar'ley has cut the estimate as fine as 
he could. There were other walls included in the first scheme which he has cut out.
612. Tou are of opinion that it will be necessary to carry out the whole of the work shown upon the plan
m hrm red lines ? Tes. y
613. I suppose you share Mr. Darley’s opinions that the breakwaters will not be necessary for some
years ? It will be many years before they are required. ,
614. When the work is completed, without the breakwaters, what will be the average depth of the river pbrom 12 to 15 feet. * '
615. There will be from 12 to 15 feet wffiere the bar is now ? Tes ; there are only one or two bad places
between the entrance and Taree. 1
616. Mr. Hoskins.] Are you of opinion that when the proposed works are completed there will be no 
necessity tor any large expenditure to further improve the navigation of the river ? Tes • there will be 
ali^ays a certain amount of maintenance to be paid for; but that will be comparatively small.
617. Mr. Fee/an.] Will the amount you have in hand complete the scheme in view ? No
618. How much more will be required ? £81,000. We shall require £100,000 altogether.

37—D ' “ '
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■ WEDNESDAY, 30 MABCH, 1898.
present:—

The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERT (Vice-Chairman).
The Hon. James Hoskins. I John Lionel Eegan, Esq.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. J Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning River.

Charles Edwrard Rennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined :—
C. E. Rennie. 619. Mr. WriglU.~\ Tou have brought a plan ivith you ? Tes. I place before the Committee a map, 

which I have had prepared, showing the tenure of land within a portion of the Manning River wrater- 
30 Mar., 1898. shed.

620. Will you describe the area to which you refer ? It comprises the eastern portion of the watershed . 
of the Manning from a point about 2 miles east of the village of Now’endoc to the sea-coast.
621. How far does it extend from Taree ? Roughly speaking, about 50 miles.
622. And how far north and south of the river ? We have taken the borders of the watershed on the 
north and south sides, but we have not gone further back than ISTowendoc, because the country west of

' that place is served by the New England railway. _ _ _
623. The borders of the watershed of the Manning north and south would embrace country lying within 
15 miles of the river on each side? Within 15 or 20 miles of the river on each side.
624. The area you have described embraces all the land on the Manning River and its tributaries which is 
suitable for agriculture ? Tes, east of the village of Nowendoc.
625. What is the explanation of the various colours shown ou the map ? The area tinted blue represents 
alienated land, which comprises 364,200 acres. The area hatched blue is part of the Church and School 
lands under lease, and amounts to 25,200 acres.
626. Is this good arable land ? There are some agricultural and some pastoral leases upon the Church 
and School Estate ; but I could not tell you the character of the land. Reserved land is tinted green, and 
comprises 135,200 acres. Crown land is tinted brown, and comprises 637,400 acres.
627. Am I right in assuming that most of the Crown land shown on the map is only fit for pastoral
purposes ? A good part of it is not fit for pastoral purposes. It is thickly timbered, rough country, and 
very slightly grassed. About 259,000 acres are held under occupation license. '
628. Is the rest of the land unoccupied ? Tes. ■
629. Then it is practically worthless ? Tes, for settlement purposes, though there is some good timber 
I believe.
630. It is what is known under the Crown Lands Acts as inferior land ? Tes.
631. It might be leased if a very low rental were charged ? Probably. I do not know the country myself ; 
but I believe that it is poor. There is a very large reserve near Tinonee.

. 632. Do you know anything about the quality of that land ? No.
633. Is the reserve far from Tinonee ? It runs up to within a quarter of a mile of the town.
634. And almost down to the coast ? It goes down to the coast, and as far as the southern limit of the 
area shown on the plan. There is another large forest reserve, containing about 15,000 acres, just south 
of the village of Giro. It is quite possible that we have gone a little far back there. The country west 
of that point goes to the New England line.
635. How much Crown lands, as shown on this plan, would be west of a north and south line 20 miles west 
of Taree ? I suppose, roughly, about 350,000 acres.
636. About one-third of the Crown land of the district ? About one-half of the Crown land. We did
not know in the office -what the trend of the traffic was; but I think I include all the country from 
which traffic goes 1o the Manning. ■
637. Is there any likelihood of much of this land being throivn open for settlement shortly ? Pretty 
nearly all the land coloured brown is open for conditional purchase now.
638. There is very little occupation there ? Tery little.
639. Will the Committee, therefore, be right in assuming that the land is comparatively poor? Tes.
640. Have you been on the northern rivers at all? I have been on the Manning once or twice; but I 
have not travelled there to any large extent.
041. I suppose you are aware that the agricultural land upon the Manning, as upon many other coastal 
rivers, is in narrow strips ? Tes, along the banks of the river.
042. Therefore, the Committee will be right in assuming that there is not much possibility of a large 
increase in population ? Not so far as the agricultural and pastoral industries are concerned. There may 
be an increase of population in connection with the timber traffic.

26 PAELIAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

EBIDAY, 1 APBIL, 1898.
present:—

The Hon FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERT (Vice-Chairman).

The Hon. James Hoskins. John Lionel Fegan, Esq.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. Francis Augustus Weight, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning River.

George Walters, General Manager, Australasian Timber Company, sworn, and examined:—
G. Walters. 643. Mr. Ergan.'] Have you any mills on the Manning ? One.
' 644. How many men do you employ? Between sixty and seventy.

1 April, 1898. 04,5 What is your iveekly output ? About 60,000 feet. We have the machinery for a large mill ready 
in Sydney. We intend to erect that mill on the Manning. I have had a mill on the Manning for 
seventeen vears.

646.
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646. Have you ever found the river there unnavigable ? Tes; and I have been put to great inconvenience G. Walters,
by it. ' ' ----- -—-
647. Eecently ? No. . 1 APril>1808
648. How long is it since there has been an improvement ? Since the breakwater was made.
649. "Were not the works there stopped for a considerable time P I think they were stopped for a short 
time.
650. Tou do not know why they were stopped ? No. .
651. Did not the training-walls give way ? I do not think so.
652. Tou desire to give evidence to-day chiefly as to the value of the timber trade of the Manning ? Tes.
We have a company, floated in London, with a capital of £50,000, and the Manning is the chief place 
where .we have.mills. We have also two mills at Camden Haven. On the Manning there are forests 
second to none in the colonies.
653. What timber do you get ? Blackbutt and tallow-wood are our chief timbers. We have ironbark, 
but we do not cut much of it. We have nearly 500,000 feet of timber on the Central wharf now ready 
for export.
654. Tou have gone largely into the export trade? Tes, very largely. We export both for Scotland 
and for England.
655. Do you find the home market a good one ? We have had a hard fight, and have spent a lot of money 
in getting our timber into the market. At the present time we are only making a very small interest 
upon our outlay; but we have great hopes of improvement during the next year or two.
656. What has made it so hard to get into that market—is it because the timbers are unknown ? That 
is the whole secret. When we sent our Mr. Scott from Sydney, they told him, “ We do not dispute the 
goodness of your timbers; but lay them down and prove them. We are not going to the expense of 
proving them.” We had to give many thousand feet of timber away in order to prove its value.
657. Mr. Hoskins.'] Has not the Jarra Company of Western Australia been more pushing than you, and 
thus supplanted you in the English market ? They got the start of us with their jarra; but we have a timber 
here called red mahogany which can hardly be distinguished from jarra. If we had it in large quantities 
we could pass it off as jarra; but we have not much of it. We have sent our blackbutt to England 
and we had to prove that it was equal to the jarra. Now, however, we are getting very large orders from 
the Caledonia Eailway Company. I was the first man to introduce timber tramways on the north coast.
The trams are drawn by horses; but we intend shortly to go in for locomotives such as they use in 
Western Australia. Along the north coast the forests have only been tapped for a few miles inland, 
whereas the best timber lies 10 miles or more back. The timber that has been taken out up to the present 
has come from the outskirts of the forest, and is the stunted growth. Eurther back you get an altogether 
superior timber.
658. Have you much tallow-wood ? We have just put down 26 chains of tramway, and our foreman tells 
us that along this line of tramway we shall get 500,000 feet of tallow-wood.
659. Tallow-wood is a superior timber ? Very superior.
660. Do you find any market for it? We have not tried it in England ; we have only tried to push the 
blackbutt there. We can get a very fair price for tallow-wood out here.
661. Do you find the Home market better than the local market ? If we threw up the export business, 
and supplied only the local market, we should glut it in a month.
662. Tou are finding a footing in the Home market which you believe you will be able to hold against all
comers? Tes.
663. I suppose the improvements to. the river really mean the saving of your trade ? They will save it 
wonderfully.
664. What is the longest time for which vessels have been bar-bound in the river? The mills which we 
have on the Manning we let for the last eighteen months. Previous to that, I ran a mill for fifteen years 
there single-handed.
665. Tou are going in now chiefly for the export trade?. Tes. We have refused city orders altogether.
We are cutting expressly for the Home market.
666. I suppose this gives a large amount of employment? At the present time we are employing 150 men 
in the three mills that we are running, and we have machinery for another mill readyr in Sydney which 
will employ about 120 men more.
667. Is there much ironbark ? There is a good deal of ironbark on the Manning.
668. I suppose you supply the Sydney market with ironbark ? We have done a little with ironbark ; but 
we are not sending it out of the Colony.
669. When these works are completed, larger steamers will be able to go up the river ? I do not know 
that we want larger vessels. We wrere the first to go in for scows. They carry all their cargo on deck, 
and only draw about 5 ft. 6 in. If the entrance were better, the vessels could often get in and out when 
that is impossible at present.
670. The present difliculty would be overcome ? Tes, to a great extent. Of course, there will always 
be heavy seas at times ; but our position would be greatly improved. In the opinion of most people the 
breakwaters should be carried out on both sides.
671. Do you send planed timber Home ? No.
672. Only rough timber ? Tes. We are also dressing chairs and keys for the railway company. If both 
breakwaters are carried out it will give a better scour. There is a narrow spit upon the south side, and if 
it were to break through, the work that is now being done would be useless.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—HAEBOUE WORKS AT MANNING RIVER. ' -27
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38 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

FRIDAY, 13 MAY, 1898.

The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon.

Itoaent:—
The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERT (Vice-Chairman).
James Hoskins.
Charles James Roberts, CM.G-. 
William Joseph Trickett. 
Daniel O’Connor.

Henry Clarke, Esq.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Weight, Esq.

Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning River.

Charles Macleay Boyce, solicitor, sworn, and examined:—
C. M. Boyce. 673. Vice-Chairman.] You are a solicitor now practising in Sydney ? Tes. _

^ 674. Tou are familiar with the nature of the proposed scheme to improve the entrance to the Manning ? 
13 May, 1898. Tes.

675. Mr. Lee.] How long did you reside in the Manning district ? About fifteen years off and on. I 
practised there for six years, and two years ago I bought in in Sydney and came down here.
676. During your residence there did you give much attention to the question of improving the harbour ? 
It was much considered, and, of course, I went into the matter with the others. I had the advancement 
of the district largely at heart, and I went into the matter rather fully.
677. Was there a committee, progress or otherwise, to advocate the improvement of the harbour ? There 
have been local committees at different towns on the river, but there was not one general committee. 
Taree and Wingham are incorporated towns.
678. What do you think would be the effect of the proposed works, not including the two breakwaters, if 
carried out ? I certainly think the effect of concentrating the stream in so narrow a place would cause 
the flats both inside the river and at the entrance to scour away. There is a large flow of water, and if it 
were concentrated in that space—1,000 feet I see it is—it certainly would have that effect.
679. Under what conditions have you seen the bar ? Under very many conditions. I have crossed it, I 
suppose fifty times, and on various occasions I have been at the head on each side of the bar.
680. What is the chief difficulty in connection with the bar from the navigation point of view ? The 
difficulty is that the channel is hardly the same from one week’s end to another. On one trip you cross 
in probably on the north side, but a month afterwards you go in by the wreck of the “ Murray” to the south 
of the proposed breakwater. It is a shifting channel, and it varies in depth from one week to another.
681. That I presume was largely in consequence of there being no headland on either side, and a large 
deposit of sand outside the Painted Rocks ? That is the chief reason of it. The sand shifts backwards and 
forwards.
682. Were you in the district when the piece of training-wall tinted black on the plan was built ? I was 
there when a great deal of it was built. I was solicitor for the contractor, and I went over the work w:th him.
683. Had it the effect of causing the sand to pile up behind it ? Certainly it did.
684. Did it have any marked effect on the depth of water in the immediate vicinity and further out on 
the bar ? It had right up against the wall, but as to its effect further out I could not say.
685. Seeing the short distance it is intended to carry out the north training bank, do you think it will be 
sufficiently far to set up a scour to give the depth of water required to accommodate the steamers which 
are going there ? I should think so, in conjunction with the south training-wall.
686. At the present time there is a sand bar on the south side reaching almost across to the northern 
portion ? Tes.
687. In time of bad weather I presume the sand is piled up at this particular point, and makes the 
entrance so difficult ? After any spell of bad weather the channel alters.
688. The constructed work terminates inside the sand bank, and the question is does that go out sufficiently 
far to set up a scour to remove the whole of that matter ? I should hardly like to say that it would 
absolutely. I think it would take off the northern end effectually.
689. Did anything occur during your residence to lead you to suppose that the constructed work does not 
go out sufficiently far ? I cannot say that I did.
690. When you.spoke of the deepening of the water by the construction of the training-wall, I suppose 
you meant that the water had deepened immediately underneath the wall ? The deep water extended to 
a distance of 20 or 30 feet from the wall. It may have extended out a little further.
691. Tou are prepared to accept the Departmental proposal ? Certainly. _
692. And if the works which the professional officers of the Department have designed will have the 
effect of giving a secure and permanent entrance, you think it will be quite sufficient ? Tes.
693. What, in your opinion, is the position of the farmers or other producers in that district ? The 
position of the farmers at present is an improving one. They have had various fairly good seasons, but 
if that work were carried out it would wonderfully enhance the value of property in the district as well 
as the position of the farmers. At present the farmers are under a groat disability as to anything which 
is perishable. For instance, their eggs always command Id. a dozen less than eggs from the south coast, 
and 2d. a dozen less than eggs which como down by rail. Their eggs are delayed occasionally 
at the bar, and therefore they have got a bad name in the market. It is also the case with their pigs. I 
think it is the best pig-producing district in the Colony. On an average, I suppose, £250 or £270 worth 
of pigs come down every week.
694. In what way would property be largely improved ? Simply because you have a readier transit to 
market for the produce, and your yearly income from your produce is greater from the fact that you can 
take advantage of better prices in the market.
695. But the chief product is maize ? The chief product has been maize ; but sometimes they put the 
maize into pigs.
696. Is not that likely to continue to be the case? Not so largely as heretofore. They have gone in for 
dairying a great deal more during the last year or two.
697. Are they likely to convert their cultivation lands into grazing lands ? The}’ are doing it in a great 
number of instances. One reason is that, with maize, if they have a drought or a flood they lose the whole
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of their year’s work. They have only one crop of maize a year, and if they lose that crop they lose C. M. Boyce, 
everything, whereas if they get cows and have a dairy-farm, one flood does not affect them very much. ^
698. Doyour remarks apply to river-bank land or to land lying back from the river? The land lying 13 May, 1898. 
back at any distance from the river is not suitable for crops of maize. The land which is out of reach of
flood is not usually good agricultural land.
699. Is it rich land on the river banks which is going out of cultivation and going into grass ? To a 
large extent, yes.
709. If dairying should supplant maize, there may be a more valuable product to carrv, but there would 
be very much less freight ? I do not think so. "
701. You could not expect to get the same tonnage of butter as of maize ? • I do not suppose there would 
be, that is, if the whole of the land were put in grass.
702. Have any of the settlers been seriously inconvenienced by being unable to get their produce to 
market ? Undoubtedly they have.
703. How did it arise ? Suppose there were a good market for maize or pigs or any other product, and 
they wished to catch the market, they would bring their produce down, it would be delayed at the bar 
a week or ten days, or three days, and thus they would miss a good market which others could take 
advantage of. It has often happened that the farmers on the Richmond and further north have taken 
advantage of a market, and that the farmers on the Manning could not get their produce to that market.
704. They have had to get their produce to market when they could, irrespective of market value ? Yes.
705. You think that if they could take advantage of a rising market, like the people on rivers with better 
entrances can do, it would be a means of improving their position ? Undoubtedly.
/06. I presume all the land suitable for cultivation in the district is pretty well secured ? The best of 
the land has been taken up. I do not think there is much cultivation land to be taken up.
707. Where could extra settlement take place ? In the upper part of the river, and at the top of some 
of the tributaries, but not along the main river.
708. Although some of these rivers are not so navigable as the main river, yet on the banks there is very 
rich land ? Yes.
709. But the land is not so extensive? The good land does not run so far back.
710. But still it is equally good in quality? Most of the tributaries have what they call second-class 
agricultural land, but still it averages in value from £8 to £10 an acre when cleared and prepared fit for 
the plough.

y°ur long residence, did you notice any considerable progress in the district ? Undoubtedly.
The settlement has become thicker, the farmers are buying their own farms, instead of being under land
lords to a certain extent, and some of the old holdings are being broken up. The Taree Estate is being 
broken up ; the Cundle Estate is broken up, and the Mundrook Estate is being broken up. Taree, the chief 
town, is double the size it was, and the buildings are of a far better nature. Eor instance, instead of having 
the ordinary four-room weatherboard cottage, or plank cottage, they are going in for something artistic.
712. If the chief town has progressed, it is an indication that the district generally has done so ? Yes.
713. You look upon it, I presume, as a live district ? Yes. ^
714. As a district which has not seen its maximum settlement, but which is capable of very large expan

71o. If the place has progressed during the last few years, in spite of the existing disabilities, how is an 
impetus to be given to its further progress by the construction of the proposed works;—you have 
shown that it has progressed, notwithstanding the bad entrance to the bar ? It must progress more if 
you give the settlers greater facilities to get the whole life and substance of the district (the produce) to 
market.
716. I suppose the people would like to have an entrance which would admit a decent sized steamer, 
offering reasonable accommodation for passengers ? Yes; I know lots of them who will not lake a sea 
trip, simply because they are afraid of the entrance. They either remain there, or go overland, which is 
a long trip. The distance overland to Hexham is from 120 to 130 miles. It is a very long tedious 
journey, and the fare by land is twice the fare by steamer.
717. ihe greater portion of the stuff is droghered down to near the entrance to the river? It is 
droghered to the different wharfs and picked up by the ocean-going steamer.
718. You have heard of an agitation, which has existed for many years, for the construction of a North 
Coast railway ? Yes.
719. If it became a question of improving the port and having no railway, or neglecting the port and 
having a railway,—which do you think, in the interests of that district and of the Colony generally, 
should be carried out? I have no doubt about the improvements of the port being the better scheme 
720 That will always be of more importance than a railway ? It will be of more local importance : I do 
not know about the national importance.
721. Will not the settlers be able to make use of the water carriage at a much less cost than thcv could
use a railway ? Undoubtedly. '
722. Hoes not that fact alone determine the question of a railway versus a port ? That is how I take it
723. Have the shipping community complained of the excessive rates of freight they have to pay ? They 
have been complaining for a very long time, and they have got up an opposition on various occasions, but 
it has been too weak tor the present company.
724. They naturally suppose that the improvement to the entrance would give them cheaper freights ?
Yes, and the state of the bar is the reason which the present company gives for maintaining its fre?ghts 
It charges just the same from the Manning as it does from the Richmond, which is about twice the distance’
/25. How does the Manning River rank among the rivers on the North Coast? I think next to the 
Clarence and the Richmond it is regarded as the most solvent and the best river with which to do 
business, and the best for settlement too.
£26. In your profession you would have a very fair opportunity to know the position of the people? Yes
727. Do you think the financial position of the district is solid ? Generally, yes.
728. It has not suffered more than other districts in proportion during the late crisis P No • I think it 
is the best district up north, excepting the Clarence and the Richmond. I happen to know the Port 
Macquarie and Macleay districts well, and it is certainly before those districts financially.
720. It is possible that some slight improvement in the river might meet the requirements of the present 
population, but m view of largely increased settlement taking place there as a consequence of a large

scheme
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C. M. Boyce, scheme of .harbour works, do you think it presents a case which would justify the State in spending a large 
> — ^ sum in carrying out such works ? Knowing the value of the district as I do the fertility of the soil and 

13 May, 1898. £jje resources of the district generally—I certainly do. .
730. Possibly, in the future, when the improvements to all these rivers have been completed, it may be
considered by the G-overnment advisable to impose some rate of tonnage on the northern rivers for the 
purpose of obtaining some revenue to meet the interest on the outlay ;—suppose it were a general scheme, 
which applied to all the northern rivers, do you think that there would be any serious objection to it ? I 
would not like to answer for that, because there is always an objection to taxation. _
731. The improvement of a harbour of that character differs very much from the construction of a rail
way, because from a railway you get a revenue, be it much or be it little, while from an improved port 
you get nothing ;—under these circumstances, if very largely increased accommodation is given to the 
people, and they thereby obtain a large reduction in freights, do you not think it would be a fair thing to 
impose some rate of tonnage ? I certainly think it would be a fair thing. _
732. If the case were presented in that way to the public generally, do you think that they would accept
the proposal ? I do not think the better class of the community would raise any objection. _
733. Is there room in that district for the present population to quadruple itself ? 1 would hardly like to
say that. I think there is room for the population at least to double itself. _ _ _
731. Are the river-bank lands held in large areas—that is, large areas for the Eastern Division ? Yes.
735. In areas of 640 acres ? No ; in smaller areas as a rule. _
736. Are they nearly all conditional purchases? They have been conditional purchases, but a lot of them 
have been paid up.
737. Was it alienated in that way in the first instance? A good many of them away from the towms 
were, but the towns are mostly situated on old grants. They have been subdivided into farms and sold.
738. But the land generally in the district is held under conditional purchase tenure ? Yes.
739. What would be about the average area ? I suppose it would be from 50 to 150 acres. Of course,
when you go up higher into the grazing parts, up to the high lands of the river, some of them have miles
of land. •
740. If there is no room for a large population it becomes apparent at once that there cannot be any very 
large export ? There is no doubt that the export could be doubled in time.
741. I suppose that might faifly be expected from the land which is already held ? Yes ; and you would 
get a better class of farmers up there too.
742. The utmost is not taken out of the land by the farmers as a rule ? No ; they are the old style of
farmers as a rule. Just now there are a few good farmers coming up from the bouth Coast a better 
class of farmers, with more experience. _
743. But the settlement which will take place will be above Taree ? Some of it above Taree, and some on
the tributaries below—up the Landsdowne, and in different parts. _
744. On the north, how far is the nearest river to the Manning ? The Camden Haven, which, I suppose,
is distant about 20 miles. There is no steam communication to the Camden Haven ; it is only supplied 
by sailing craft; . .
745. How do the settlers on the Camden Haven get their produce to market? . Some of them bring it
into the Manning, and others send it down by sailing-vessels as they come down with timber ketches and 
schooners of from 60 to 80 tons. _
746. How do they get their stuff to the Manning ? They cart it over the main road to Coopernook.
747. Do you think that an improved Manning Hiver would attract much of the stuff from the Camden 
Haven District? It would open up the lands between the two places considerably more than they are 
opened up. There is a great deal of land available for settlement between the two rivers. .
748. Naturally, the Manning would be the port for that country ? Yes. _ _ _
749. The settlers immediately within the influence of the Camden Haven would possibly avail themselves
of the small sailing craft trading there :—is there any land in that direction the trade from which would 
be influenced by this port if it were made available ? Yes. The land, for instance, on the Upper Camden 
Haven is exceptionally fine dairving land, but it has not been utilised at all, simply because there is no 
carriage from Camden Haven, and they cannot rely on the steamer from the Manning. They cannot bring in 
butter and milk, and store it on the wharf. . . A -
750. It has been suggested that the Manning would become to a certain extent a shipping depot for all 
the trade from a considerable distance around it ? Yes.
751. It has not been shown yet where it would come from, and I wish you to show me where the settle
ment is or can take place? The Johns Diver, an arm of the Camden Haven Diver, which runs towards 
the Manning, is open to a great deal of settlement. The land there is very good; but the few settlers 
who are there complain of the distance they are from any port of shipment. They also complain■ that 
the shipment to Sydney is precarious, and a few of them are thinking ot throwing up their holdings. .
752. Simply because they cannot get an outlet ? It is simply because they cannot rely on getting their 
produce to Sydney when they want to send it away. They are away from intelligence as to the steamer ;

’ they do not know how to catch her; they cannot rely on her trips being regular ; they do not know when 
to bring their produce in to send it to market; whereas if the bar were alright the steamer could make 
regular trips on regular days, and they could always rely on catching her. It would give a great deal 
more satisfaction, and lead to a great deal more settlement. _
753. It would be a serious thing if these people brought in live stock, fowls, or cows, and missed the
steamer ; but that objection would not apply very strongly to maize? No. _
754. Inasmuch as the settlers depend very largely on their pigs and fowls, they must have a certainty of
getting them away when they bring them in from a long distance? Undoubtedly, or else they lose a 
great deal by it. _
755. In some cases it means a total loss? A man who drove in 200 or 300 pigs would find that the

.steamer had either just left, or that she was bar-bound, or that she had not completed the trip, and he 
would have either to leave his pigs there, and pay for their being fed, or to take them all the way back. 
On the south the AYollomba is the next river. It is about 18 miles to the south. . _ _ -
756. You are aware that pig-raising is not an indication of a high state of farming, that it is generally
resorted to by districts which are unable to go in for a higher class of farming, in consequence of .being 
unable to get to market ? Yes. :' . ■
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757. By giving the settlers an opportunity to get to the outside world when they like, and with a degree 
of regularity and celerity, do you think that this state of affairs is likely to pass away, and that there will 
be a better class of settlement in the district ? I certainly think so.
758. Mr. Roberts.'] Have there not been numerous wrecks of steamers and sailing vessels in their efforts 
to enter the Manning Eiver? Yes; the “ Brunswick,” the “ Murray,” and the “ Eire King ” steamers 
and the “Amy,” and the “Trusty,” small sailing vessels, were wrecked. Other vessels have got on the 
bar and got off again. I think the “Murray” was the latest steamer to be wrecked there.
759. Owing to the shallow water on the bar and the really perilous voyage which the people of the 
Manning feel that they have to undertake, it prevents them from journeying to Sydney to transact their 
business ? Undoubtedly.
760. Eor that reason an agitation was got up to construct a North Coast railway ? Chiefly.
761. Was the piece of training-wall, tinted black on the map, regarded as a success by the people with 
whom you conversed during your visit two years ago ? Different opinions were held as to the effect it 
would have. Some persons thought that it would be a success, and others did not.
762. Did they give any reason for thinking that it would not answer the expectations of the designers ? 
No, except that they did not perceive any great benefit accruing just at the time. The w'ork had not been 
sufficiently advanced to enable anyone to form an opinion.
763. Is it not a fact that the pilot has to signal to masters of vessels which entrance they had better take? 
Yes ; it certainly is a shifting bar. At the present time the steamer cannot get out till the bar is sounded 
and the channel defined. The captain does not know where the channel is at present and he is waiting 
till the bar is defined.
761. Is it not regarded as one of the most dangerous entrances on the coast? Certainly. Next to the 
Brunswick I think it is the most dangerous.
765. There is no shelter on either side from any of the prevailing winds ? No.
766. It has sandbanks on the north and sandbanks on the south ? Yes,, The rocks on the north side lie 
too far back to afford any shelter to the bar.
767. When you are approaching the entrance the steamer appears to be going straight on to a beach ?
Yes ; you always have to take a turn. .
768. The entrance is scarcely discernable except to an expert ? The only way you can tell is by watching 
the leading marks on the shore, otherwise I could not tell which was the entrance and which was not.
769. Is it not a common occurrence for steamers to be hard and fast on the bar when going in? You 
very often strike the sand on the bar. I have been on the steamer dozens of times when she has struck 
the sand and staggered.
770. The steamers have to wait on the sand-bar till the tide rises to enable them to get in ? There
have been instances of that. ,
771. Is it not really a frequent occurrence on the bar ? Not so frequent now as it used to be, but some
times they do stick there. The steamer usually waits for the tug ; she will not go in by herself now.
772. After they get over the bar which is the next difficulty they encounter ? After they pass the 
Painted Eocks they encounter the Narrows, about a quarter of a mile further up the river. These sand
banks carry a small depth of waiter.
773. Do the steamers often get blocked there ? Very often. Sometimes they have to come down half 
loaded, to get over the Narrows, and they complete their loading on the outer side of the Narrows ; they 
bring a drogher down all the way with the rest of the cargo.
774. That causes great delay ? They lose a tide. It means twelve hours delay, and if there is only one 
tide in the day it means a day’s delay.
775. They cannot always tell when they leave Taree whether they will be blocked at the Narrows, and 
the passengers and the produce are frequently delayed there for twelve hours ? Yes ; often. I have been 
delayed there a day and a half, and at other times I have gone back to Taree in the steamer.
776. You anticipate that by the erection of the training-wall that difficulty will be removed ? Yes.
777. "Where is the timber shipped at the Manning ? The sawn timber is shipped from Coopernook and 
Tinonee. The railway sleepers and girders are shipped from various parts of the river.
778. How far is Coopernook from the Manning Heads by water ? It is from 8 to 10 miles. It is about 
a mile and a half up the Landsdowne.
779. Is the Landsdowne Eiver navigable ? For sailing vessels beyond Coopernook. They can go up to
Saville’s wharf, which is some distance up the river. *
780. Is not a good deal of maize grown on the Landsdowne ? Yes. ,
781. Is not the land on the banks of the Manning amongst the finest land to be found in the Colony ? 
Undoubtedly the land on the banks is.
782. It is remarkable for its fertility, and it is capable of growing anything ? Yes.
783. Is the land on the Landsdowne of similar character ? Yes.
784. On what part of the river is dairying going on ? It is carried on right along the whole length of 
the river now. They have separators up Callaghan’s Creek, above Wingham. They are carrying on 
dairying right along the whole length of the river to the Heads.
785. Are many of the farmers giving up growing maize ? No; they are keeping on maize-growing, and 
dairy-farming to a large extent.
786. Which pays them better ? They consider that dairying is paying them better than maize just
now. They get their returns every month, and always have some ready money, whereas with maize they 
get their returns only once a year. “
787. Is all the good land on the Landsdowne taken up? No, there is land available there yet.
788. I suppose the land on the banks of the river is taken up ? Yes ; right up to the top of the Lands- 
downe—as you go back towards the mountains.
789. Do you think settlement will follow the construction of these harbour works? I think that -with 
increased prosperity to the district other persons will be induced to go there and take up the land which 
is available there, even with a little more carriage to pay than those who are there now have.
790. What sort of timber do they send from Coopernook and from Tinonee ? Hardwood, such as blackbutt 
and tallow-wood.
791. The Manning Eiver enjoys a reputation for the quality of its timber? The Manning and Camden 
Haven, and the ridges in between.
792. Is there a sawmill at Coopernook ? Yes ; and one is being erected at Hanging Eock, 4 or 5 miles
above Coopernook. 798.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HARBOUR WORKS AT MANNING RIVER. 31

C. M. Boyce. 

13~MayY898-



938

C. M. Boyce. 793. Is there not a saw-mill at Tinonee and at Scott’s Creek ? Yes. _
, T' 794. A large quantity of timber is sent from the Camden Haven? Yes: there are five mills on the13 May, 1898. 0am(jell Haven.

795. What towns are there on that river? Laurieton and Kendall; Kew is on the main road, about half 
a mile from the river.
796. With the exception of the timber, all other produce is sent by way of the Manning ? Either by
way of the Manning, or in the trading cutters or small vessels. _
797. These harbour works, if carried out, would be a great convenience and advantage to the residents of 
Camden Haven? Undoubtedly. All the passengers and all the perishable produce come over to the 
Manning from Camden Haven.
798. There is a large amount of good agricultural land in Camden Haven ? Yes ; the famous Comboyne 
Scrub is at the top of the Camden Haven, where they say hundreds of families could settle if it were 
thrown open.
799. Is there not a good quantity of wine produced in the Manning Eiver district? A fair quantity.
800. The land is well adapted for the growth of the vine ? Excellently.
801. Coopernook would be the shipping-place for the Camden Haven produce ? Yea.
802. Going up the Manning from Coopernook, which is the next town ? Croki.
803. There are a good many towns on the Manning with a fairly large population in each of them ? Yes, 
five or six.
804. Is not Croki the centre of a very large farming district ? Yes; there is an exceptionally large area 
of farming-land around Croki, and very high-class land too.
805. Is Jones’ Island somewhere near Croki ? Croki is on Jones’ Island.
806. There you find some of the finest land in the Northern district? Undoubtedly.
807. What is the highest price you have known that land to be sold at ? I have known farms of about 
20 odd acres to be sold for £600—that is, nearly £30 an acre.
808. What would be its value to-day ? I think it is fully worth that, if not more. _
809. Going still further up the river, which is the next important town you come to ? Ghinni Ghinni, at 
the other end of Jones’ Island.
810. That is also a very important farming centre ? There are good farms around it ? The Motto and 
Cundle Plains are around it.
811. The next town is Cundle, where there is a fairly large population ? Yes.
812. And numerous farms ? Farms all around it.
813. Is that where the well-known Cundle Plains are situated ? Cundle Plains are part of the estate on 
which Cundletown is built; they run to the back of it, and down along the river.
814. Do you know the area of Cundle Plains estate ? It was originally one of the very largest grants in 
the Northern district ? It measured 10,000 or 15,000 acres originally, but it has been subdivided and sold 
to a large extent. I do not know the area of the estate at the present time.
815. Was it not used for pastoral purposes many years ago ? A great deal of it is so used now, and a
good deal of it is under cultivation. -
816. Is the land well adapted for agriculture ? It is splendid land ; it only wants a little draining.
817. There are very fine farms on what is known as the Upper Landsdowne ? Yes there are good farms 
out there.’ They draw to Cundle or to Savill’s wharf. They send all their produce by way of the 
Manning.
818. From Cundletown you come to Taree? Yes.
819. Which town is regarded as the capital of the Manning ? Taree.
820. Do you know the population of Taree ? I think it is from 800 to 1,000.
821. How many banks has it? Two—the Commercial Bank and the Bank of New South Wales.
822. For many years Taree was the head of navigation ? For a great number of years.
823. How far do the ocean steamers go now ? Up to Wingham, which is about 32 miles by water from 
the Manning Heads.
824. These harbour improvements, if carried out, will be an advantage to people along the banks of the 
river, and further up for a distance of 30 miles by water? Yes; but Wingham is the shipping port 
for people at least 25 or 30 miles above that. They come down all the way from Tiri.
825. All along this river the land is capable of growing anything a farmer may wish to grow? Certainly.
826. And all along the river is a settled population ? Yes.
827. And every few miles you come to a township ? Yes.
828. After leaving Wingham, there is very fine land on the Upper Manning ? Some of the best land is 
up Woodside way. Perhaps the most productive soil on the river is comprised in the Woodside and 
Maryville Estates.
829. Are there any very old estates up there which have been devoted to farming for very many years ? 
The Woodside Estate, Maryville Estate, and Mount George.
830. When entering the Heads, which are the most dreaded winds that have to be encountered ? The 
south, south-east, east, and south-west winds.
831. There is no shelter of any kind? There is no shelter of any kind from those winds. You do not 
want shelter from the west winds, because they are usually calm winds.
832. When a steamer from Sydney is unable to enter, where does she take shelter? It all depends on 
the wind. With a south wind she would take shelter at Cape Hawke, or if she had got past there, not 
knowing that she could not get in, she would take shelter at Crowdy Head, which is 5 miles away.
833. She could only get shelter there in a southerly wind? If it came on to blow from the east she 
would have to go. It is a straight headland which shelters a vessel from the south wind only.
834. The steamer could not get in at Cape Hawke? No ; the bar is too shallow'.
835. Do the people expect both the railway and the harbour w’orks to be carried out, or would their 
interests be served by carrying out the harbour wmrks ? I think their interests would be served if this 
scheme were carried out, and it were effectual.
836. If given a good entrance, it is fair to assume that all the produce, at any rate, the produce grown on 
the banks of the river, would go by si earner? Yes ; except wrhen there is a gale such as we had during 
the last few days. As a rule it would go by sfeamer.
837. Do you know the other rivers on ihe North Coait? I know the Hastings, the Macleay, the
Wollomba, and the Camden Haven. • 838.
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, it is from 35 to 4 miles across

®°/olLno^ tWni the time has arrived when something ought to he done for the settlers in these®- M. Boyce, 
nistncts ? Certainly I do. _ a
839 What other rivers run into the Manning ? Ghinni Creek, the Dawson, Scott’s Creek, the Cedar 13May-1898- 
Party, and Dingo Creek.
840. Is the Dawson navigable ? No ; vessels do not go up the Dawson.
841. To which shipping place do they bring their produce? On the Cundle side, to Cundle ; and on the 
iaree side, to Taree.
fjjj- the banks of these creeks there are very fine farms ? Yes ; for a good distance up.
848. And all round Tinonee, between Taree and Wingham ? Yes.
844. Do the ocean-going steamers call there ? Yes.

^om Hexham, and crossing the river at Tinonee, about how many miles is it from the other 
side to Taree ? Tinonee is 3 miles from Taree.

P0,®!8 n0t ^ ve1ry larSe traffic crcss there ? Yes; it is the main North Coast road.
847. Is there a bridge over the river ? No ; a punt.
S Thej haVe be6n aSking f°r a bridSe f°r many years t0 accommodate the large traffic along the road ?

849. When you get across to Tinonee, is not the land from the Manning Eiver up to the town of Taree 
ot a very high-class character from an agricultural point of view ? Yes ; that is the Taree estate. It 
has been subdivided and sold lately. .
okt>* wedit !° be 1fased t0 fa™ers ? Yes ; they used to get a rent of from £1 to 30s. an acre for it. '
851 Was it sold by auction recently ? Some of the estate was sold by auction during last month. I do 

*h7e Pnce it fetched then, but I know it fetched £25 an acre some time ago.
. 852. Mr. Black.] How large is Jones’Island ? Driving across the island, * 

one way, and I suppose it is from 2 to 3 miles the other way.
Slf f t-l fit f°rfarmin,? ? I is He best bit of grazing land on the North Coast. It is excep-
Manning tlle’ 11118 ^ ^ allllYlai flat surrounded by water—the Lansdowne, Ghinni Creek, and the

llww eati“ated cost of the complete scheme is £223,500, but Mr. Darley thinks that by reducing the
and the training-walls, the cost might be reduced to £100,000, m addition to 

the £20,000, which has been spent on the northern training-wall ;-do you think there is any iustification 
for expending that large sum to improve the entrance to this river? Ido. There are a considerable 
number of settlers up there. I have travelled over a great deal of the Colony, and I really think the 
land up there is about as fertile as any land in the whole of the Colony 3
855 Do you think that these works, if carried out, would merely afford an entrance and an anchorage
tor the steamers, or would it permit them to go up the river and collect their freights ? They go up the 
river as it is. It would not make any difference, so far as that matter is concerned, except that they 
would be able at all time to cross the Narrows. 3
856 I understood that there are several shallow flats on the river ? There are ; but the steamer manages 
to get past them. The worst sand flat is between Pelican Bay and the entrance ; it is one mass of shifting 
sand, and occasionally a steamer cannot go over it until she is lightened.
857. How do you accoun t for the presence of the Narrows there —where does the loose sand come from ?
It is owing to the sandy formation of the country. ‘
858. Do you think it is caused by the scouring action of the tide over the sandspits ? They have been
there for years. I think it is owing to the nature of the country 3
859 Where did it come from ? I think the sand was there before the river broke out. I do not think
that this is the old entrance to the river; it has two entrances.
860. You have had a flood many times, which would have cleared it outit must have been renewed

T 'ie/00d ,T?ld Trry ^ °ut t0 a certain extent’ and sand on the bar too, but a heavy 
easterly wind draws that sand m and increases the Narrows. 3
861 You think these shallows inside are caused by the easterly gales ? They are kept up by them I
could not say they are all caused by them. It must be from a quarter to half a mile across there. It is
one vast deposit of sand The river flows over the top of it to a depth of only 2 or 3 feet in places In some places it is dry at low tide. x j y
862. The Department are of opinion that by the erection of these training-walls which would narrow the
? Wf u d uf ?Il y «CCT' ^ the chail!lel; deepening it, and removing the shifting sand banks
in the Narrows, but would also effectually remove the bar ? It would narrow the rush of water to at least 
a quarter of the space it occupies. If the tide is confined to a small space it should have the effect of scouring the entrance and the Narrows. •
863. Does the water break over the part where you see it is proposed to put a rubble stone facing ? I do
not think so. As far as I can see the object of the engineer in proposing to put a rubble stone facing 
there is to break the rush of water coming down the river in flood time. Certainly the water does not break over there. J
861. Have you formed an opinion as to what kind of works are necessary for the improvement of the 
river . I think that is the best class of work which is shown on the plan
865. Do you think these training-walls will be effectual without the breakwaters ? That is a matter 
^.rely for an engineer to say. I should not like to hazard an opinion on that matter.
866. Xou could not say whether, without breakwaters, there would not be a danger in times of heavy 
weather of sand which accumulates at the entrance, and which is covered at high-water being scoured away 
by the tide and deposited m the channel ? No ; I think it would be scoured and carried too far off to be

dm?ger i .eye: The g,reat ru£dl of water would scour the sand out for some distance.
867. I hat which is caused by the galemay be immediately removed by the floods, but they may not occur
cotermmously ? They may not come together. J "
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TUESDAY, 17 MAY, 1898. 
present:—

The Hon. FEEDEEICK THOMAS HUMPHEEY (Vice-Chairman).

The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G-. 
The Hon. "William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.

Henry Clarke, Esq.
Charles Alered Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus "Wright, Esq.

Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour AVorks at Manning Eiver.

Henry Eichard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Elvers Branch, Department of
Public A\rorlcs, sworn, and further examined :—

H. E. 868. Mr. Hoskins.'] Have you visited the Manning Eiver recently ? Tes. _
Carleton. 869. Did you find that the works which have been undertaken by the Department were answering well ?

Tes, fairly well. The inner portion of them was rather successful. There was rather a large sandspit 
17 May, 1898. accumulating on the southern side of the northern training-wall. . . ,

870. Is that large sandbank between the training-wall and the entrance increasing ? Ho; it is mucn about 
the same. I reported the matter to Mr. Darley, and asked him to put on a dredge to dredge along the 
wall, and endeavour to induce the current to follow the line of the wall. _
871. Do you think that when the works at the entrance are completed, you will be able to remove abso
lutely that obstruction to navigation—the sand-bank—between the proposed breakwaters? I think w© 
will get it out long before the work is completed. _ .
872. Had it diminished a little before the last gale? I do not know that it had. It extended in a
southerly direction from the present north training-wall across to what I may term the channel, to about 
half-way over to the wreck of the “ Murray.” _ _
873. Do you think that the sand-bank must be dredged away; that the scour caused by the training- 
walls will be sufficient remove the sand ? I think it will be desirable to assist the scour by dredging, at 
any rate, along the wall, and induce the current to run that way, and having once put a cut through 
there, I think the current will remove the rest of the spit.
874. AVhen the sand has been disturbed by dredging the probability is that the flow of the water of the 
river will carry away more ? Tes ; once a channel is dredged along the wall parallel to it, and a cut is 
made through there, 1 think the tidal action will remove the rest of the stuff on the southern side.
875. The opinion has been expressed by Mr. See and others that the entrance to the Manning is about 
the worst on the north coast;—can you say, as the result of your recent visit, that the work which has 
been undertaken has made the entrance more easy of access and more safe; that it has given a greater 
depth of water ? It is not sufficiently far extended to improve the bar yet. It has improved the inner 
crossing decidedly.
876. AVhere did the recent gales cause damage to the works ? The waves went right over the wall, and
washed some of the top off. _ .
877. Do you intend to prevent that from happening again by increasing the height of the wall ? I think
that will be the best thing to do. .
878. If you do increase the height you will back it up by filling in with the sand dredged from the river ? 
Tes; anything we dredge there will be pumped over the wall, and will help to support it.
879. Did your recent visit confirm you in the opmion that by the expenditure of this money the entrance 
to the river and the navigation of the river would be improved ? Tes; I think we are working on the 
right lines to create a fairly safe and navigable entrance.
880. And to give a fair depth of water in the channel up the river ? Tes.
881. Have you received any report from the local officer as to damage caused by the recent gales? ATe 
had a telegram in regard to the Manning, in which we are informed that the sea came right up to the 
entrance, and cut some of the top off the training-wall. About 1 foot of the wall is already replaced.
882. Have you heard whether, during the recent storms, vessels were afraid to enter in consequence of 
the roughness of the sea at the entrance, that the work which has been carried out did not offer them a 
sufficient guarantee of a safe entrance ? I do not think any vessel would have attempted to enter the 
Manning during that gale, especially when they are so close to Port Stephens.
883. Mr. Roberts.] AVill you explain the difference between the work suggested by Sir John Coode, and 
the work which is now proposed by the Department ? ATe do away with the wave-trap which he proposed.

" Instead of continuing the north training-wall as shown on the plan, and forming a northern breakwater 
in that way, he proposed to go off the northern beach with his breakwater, and form a wave-trap over 
that portion of ground marked by the wreck of the ketch “ Amy.” Our present proposal does not extend 
either of the walls nearly so far as Sir John Coode proposed to do in his scheme; but the completed 
scheme is very much on the lines of his scheme. The greatest variation is the omission of the wave-trap. 
Another very important difference is the extension of the inner training-wall up stream. That is not 
included in his scheme. It is a very important part, I think, in connection with the harbour works, because 
it prevents the current running along the northern bank, it contracts the river channel.
884. AThat is the Department’s estimate for the completed scheme ? £99,800.
885. How much money has been spent there by the Department ? About £23,000.
886. How much is it now proposed to spend ? Practically £100,000, in addition to what has been spent.
887. Does that include the cost of the two breakwaters ? No ; to construct the two breakwaters we would 
require £81,800.
888.. The entire scheme would cost about £180,000 ? Tes. _
8S9. ATill these two breakwaters be found absolutely necessary in the near future ? 1 think not. I
think we will get a sufficiently good entrance by the construction of the walls shown by full red lines on 
the plan.
890. AThat depth of water is there on the bar, and what increased depth do you expect to get ? There is 
very good water, so far as the walls have been constructed, right along them all the way and for some
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distance beyond the ends of them, but the bar is no deeper now than it was when we commenced the 
work. _
891. How deep was it when you were there last ? I went out at high-water. I daresay there were 8 or 17'May, 1898.
9 feet at high-water. ’
892. "What depth do you think it would be fair to expect that you would get for the works ? Twelve or 
14 feet. Probably we would get that depth at low-water.
893. That would give ample water for a larger class of vessel ? Tes, for a better class of vessel than is 
running there.
894. Is not the Manning one of the most difficult entrances for shipmasters to negotiate ? It is a nasty 
one. The headland is on the northern side, and there is no protection from the southward. It is at the 
northern end of a bay also, and it receives the full sweep of the sea across that bay.
895. Is it not just like approaching a beach ? Tes ; it is somewhat similar to the Richmond in that 
respect. Each of them has a headland on the northern side, and both are equally bad bars.
896. Is it true that the pilot has to signal to masters of vessels telling them which entrance to take if 
there is more than one entrancedoes it not shift about in a mysterious way ? Tes. The pilot finds 
out where the best water is, and he erects leading marks on the shore for the guidance of vessels entering, 
but a great many of them use the tug now.
897. An entrance does not remain stationary for any lengthy period ? That is quite correct. It fluctuates, 
but not so much since the northern wall has been constructed. I recollect when the entrance was to the 
north of where the wall is at present. It can never come there again ; we have driven it further south.
898. Do the Government subsidise a tug for the Manning ? Tes.
899. There is a large traffic in timber by sailing crafts ? Tes, to all the rivers. I think thirteen sailing 
vessels came out of the Camden Haven only the other day.
900. Jfr. Lee.'] How long had they been there ? They were detained there by the late bad weather.
901. They must have been there for a fortnight ? Eully that.
902. Mr. Roberts^] In anything like an easterly gale, it is a common thing for vessels to be detained for 
two or three weeks in the northern rivers ? Only in case of a gale like the one we had last week.
903. That was an exceptionally heavy gale ? Tes. They do not have any very long periods of detention now.
904. Having got over the bar at the entrance to the Manning, is there not some difficulty in getting past 
what is called the Harrows ? I explained I think just now, that our work inside the bar has decidedly 
improved the inner crossing, but is not sufficiently far advanced to improve the depth on the bar. The 
Harrows are decidedly better than they were.
905. Having got over the Harrows is there a fairly good depth of water in the river ? Tou can go straight 
to Taree then, a distance of 19 miles.
906. From Taree can you go to Tinonee and Wingham ? Tou can go to Wingham. It is not quite so 
good above Tinonee ; it is rather bad at the back of the island off Taree. There are one or two bad spots 
up the river. The coastal boat goes to Wingham.
907. Constantly ? I think she goes invariably now, and if she does not, it is not from lack of depth of 
water ; it is simply to make the round trip in a given time that it stops at Taree. The river has been 
well dredged between Tinonee and Wingham.
908. Mr. Lee.] A question has arisen as to the probable cost of the stone for these works. Tou have 
estimated what the cost of the stone is likely to be per ton; but so far we have not been able to find out 
that the stone can be obtained for that money. Will you explain w'here you propose to get the stone to 
carry out these works, and under what circumstances you put it down at not exceeding 4s. 6J. per ton ?
The stone for the Manning River works is obtained from Crowdy Head, a headland about 4-j miles north 
of the entrance to the river. It is excellent stone, and there is any quantity of it.
909. To which head will you have to make a tramway? There is a tramway in existence; it is the 
property of the contractor. Our contract rate for depositing stone there at present is 3s. 9d. a ton.
910 . Is that the price for landing it, or for placing it on the works ? That covers everything. We pay 
3s. 9d. a ton when the stone is deposited in the wall, and not till then. It has to be up to a certain 
standard. Every ton of stone is passed over a weighbridge, and weighed in a truck.
911. Of course it is supplied in sizes, according to your instructions? That is regulated by the inspecting 
officer. If it is not up to our standard he rejects it, or puts it into a lower class.
912. Tour arrangement is to pay so much a ton for suitable blocks placed in position, not so much a ton 
for what is taken out of the quarry? Ho ; we pay for the material deposited in the wall.
913. That price will include the use of the tramway ? It is a contract at the Manning, and the contractor 
has to find the plant himself.
914. Suppose you could not get on with the contractor, and you had to make other arrangements, where 
would you be then ? We would start in and do it ourselves a little bit cheaper than he is doing.
915. There would still be a tramway to construct ? It is probable that we would have to take over the 
present tramway from the contractor at a valuation, or let him take it out, and we would put in our own.
916. Suppose that by subsequent events you were compelled to take it over, would it necessitate any 
large addition to your estimate ? Ho ; it would be covered by our rate per ton. That rate per ton covers 
the cost of all plant, the construction of lines, the quarries, or the construction of punts and steamers if 
we find it necessary to bring the stone by water.
917. Eor some portions of the work you will have to take the stone by water? Tes, and you will find in 
the estimate that the rate per ton is increased for the double handling. The rate for the material in the 
southern walls is somewhat higher than the rate for the material in the other work.
918. As a matter of fact, one rate is only 2s. 5d. per ton for a length of 1,287 feet ? That is our actual
rate with the present contract for similar stuff used in the wall. If he can do it we can do it at the same 
price. .
919. Tou are estimating that these works will take so much stone at so much a ton ; but suppose you are 
out in your calculations, and you find that owing to the depth of the sand, or to your getting into deep 
water, it will take 50 per cent, more stone ? I do not think the depth of the sand has anything to do 
with it, because as soon as we find that it scours down to a certain depth, we take care to prevent it going 
any further.
920. Tou cannot prevent a certain quantity of stone being swallowed up ? Our estimate is a very liberal 
one. We allow for scouring down to 12, 14, and 16 feet; in some places, 22 feet, perhaps.
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H. R. 921. Tour object is to get a certain depth, 12 feet, and possibly 16 feet ? Tes ; but in preparing the 
Carleton, estimates there are many places where we allow for the wall scouring very much deeper than that.

17 May 1898 ^ ^mes ^ere is a very great displacement of sand ;—what percentage of stone have you allowed
y’ ' over and above what would be sufficient if there was no displacement ? We had aline of soundings along 

the line of the wall, and then we estimate that perhaps, 2, 3, 5, 10, or 15 feet of sand along the line of 
this wall may scour out, and we allow for filling up from that up to our level of 2 feet above high-water, 
or whatever the wall is fixed at.
923. That is as deep as you think the scour is likely to be ? Tes ; they are always very liberally made. 
We allow for scouring out deeper than it generally goes.
924. Do you think it is possible for a work of this character to involve an expenditure similar to that
which happened at the Hawkesbury when, instead of, as they thought, a few thousand tons of stone filling 
it, it took nearly 1,009,000 tons, owing to the displacement of the mud ? I do not think a similar thing 
is likely to happen in carrying out harbour works. I do not think such a formation could exist in any of 
the rivers. If we had such soft material as that, instead of having a deposit of silt it would all scour out; 
you would have a big hole there. In the case of the Hawkesbury River there was no tidal action, and 
therefore there was no scour to remove the mud. There is not the slightest probability of our meeting 
with such a thing in carrying out these harbour improvements. If there was such material in the rivers, 
we would have deep water instead of the bars we have. •
925. Tou are prepared to give the Committee your assurance that a very liberal estimate has been made 
over and above actual requirements, to provide for a contingency of that sort ? Tes ; we estimate to scour 
down to at least the depth we hope to get in the channel.
926. What do you allow in your estimate to cover contingencies—10 per cent. ? No ; it is the estimate 
of quantity which is taken out very liberally. There is no percentage added in that way. After having 
estimated that it will scour down to, say, 15 or 20 feet below low-water, we take out the solid contents of 
a wall constructed over that line, and then we deduct a fifth from that for voids. That gives us the 
quantity of material in that wall. As a rule, we find the scour is not as great as we anticipated, conse
quently we save a deal of material.
927. I presume there would be conditions in some places where the scour would be very great ? Tes ; 
and when that occurs it is never of any great length, because we immediately check it by putting the 
small stone from the quarry over the bottom, coating it and preventing any further erosion.
928. Can you draw a comparison between the works which have been completed on the Tweed River, and 
the proposed works on the Manning River;—are they in any way similar ? In the case of the Tweed 
and the Manning they are very similar.
929. Tou are aware that training-walls of great length have been constructed on the Tweed with very 
small stones, and those walls appear to have stood remarkably well ? Tes.
930. Are you in a position to say whether there will be as much or more scour here than there is in the 
Tweed River ? There will be more scour. I do not think we will be able to put the stone in the work 
as cheaply as we did there. We had a remarkably good quarry at the Tweed.
931. Do the conditions on the Manning differ so much as to lead us to suppose that works which have 
been successful on the Tweed will not be successful there ? No ; we will get exactly the same results on 
the Manning if we construct the walls.
932. Is it a fair assumption that if the work on the Tweed has stood well and answers its purpose, a 
similar work will also do so on the Manning ? Tes ; I think, if anything, we can allow for a somewhat 
better result on the Manning, because the watershed is bigger and the river is larger, and we have more 
flood-waters to assist us.
933. I presume you will use medium stone for the inner portion of the training-wall and larger stone for 
the rest ? Exactly ; we will never be able to put in the stone and maintain the works as cheaply as we 
did on the Tweed. On the Tweed, the quarry was simply a heap of road metal, and we only had to take 
it out. I think it ranged from Is. lid. to 2s. Id. a ton for the work in the walls at the Tweed.
934. Can we safely take that as an evidence of what can be done by using small stone for inner training- 
w'alls ? Tou can rely on that.
935. AVould the peculiarities of the configuration of the stone in any way account for the success of the 
work on the Tweed? It would be a great mistake to use the water-worn material in any of the wralls. It 
wmuld be a mistake to use any boulder-shaped stone at all.
936. The stone which would come out of your quarry would be blasted out, and, consequently, it W'ould
have irregular faces ? Tes ; it is a solid mass of rock at Crowdy Head. .
937. The stone will not be dressed in any way ? No random stone.
938. Tou find that the best for the purpose ? Tes; it interlocks itself.
939. Is it basalt at the Tweed ;—what is it at Crowdy Head ? Vitrified sandstone.
940. Will it fracture in the same wTay ? We shoot it up. We take the large blocks to the large works ; 
and the small stuff which is made by the shooting goes to the inner wall.
941. Do you think the Committee will be on solid ground if they take the works at the Tweed River as an 
object lesson as regards the design, the class of the effectiveness of the works? Tes. We will get deeper 
water in some cases than we got at the Tweed. We will get a better scouring power. They have a fine 
rainfall at the Tweed, but the watershed is not the same there as it is in the case of other rivers.
942. Tou are obtaining excellent results inside the bar of the Tweed? Tes.
943. By carrying the training-walls down to a certain distance, but not to the rock ? We could not get 
out on the bar with that material; we would have to go to another quarry to do so.
944. Is it not a fact that in heavy weather a tremendous sea beats over the walls in the lower portion of 
the Tweed ? Tes.
945. Tet they have stood it ? Tes ; but it would not do to go much further out on that assumption.

* 946. Do you propose to go closer to rough-water than you did at the Tweed ? We do not allow any
stone under 4 tons in the north wall at the Manning. At the present moment that is our contract.

■ 947. Tou ought to obtain similar results here by using larger stone ? Tes.
948. Do you think that the design could be improved upon ? I could not improve upon it. Mr. Darley 
thrashed it out as fully as it could be done. 1 do not know whether anybody else could make any other 
suggestions.
919. Are you satisfied that it is a ylesign which, if carried out according to the proposal, will give
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permanent results ? I think we shall get a fairly stable entrance to the Manning, if the work is carried 
out on the plans before the Committee.
950. Mr. Black.~\ The position of the Manning somewhat resembles the position at the Tweed? It is very 
similar. The headland is on the northern side in each case. 17 May, 1898.
901. It is not such a bold northern headland at the Manning as at the Tweed? No; it is nothing like 
the magnitude of the Tweed headland. At the Manning there are only two small headlands on the 
northern side, and these are some distance in from the bar.
902. Is it because the bay which you intend to enclose with training-walls is so near the entrance that 

T^vs .not left an opening as you did in the works at the Tweed ? No ; it is because we do not espect
the shipping to stop down there, it will go up the river. At the Tweed there is a township on the northern 
bank, and we had to make provision for vessels to get in there. A vessel which goes into the Manning: 
goes straight up the river.
953. How is it that you did not think it necessary to have wave-traps at the Manning, as you have at the 
Iweed . Because I do not think that the shipping will lie down there. The object of a wave-trap is to 
intercept the waves and to enable a ship to lie easily at the wharf without any great range.
954. Do you not think that there will be any waves to trap there ? There may be waves, but there will 
be no vessels there for them to hurt.
955. I thought the object of the wave-trap was to protect the training-walls ? No ; it is to protect a 
vessel lying at the wharf m front of the training-wall.
956. But when the vessel lies behind the training-wall, what then ? There is no necessity for a wave- 
rap m that case. The object of the wave-trap at Newcastle is to make it very much easier for vessels

lying at the Queen’s wharf.
"^i° yoR ^mk the northern training-wall at the Manning is absolutely necessary ? I think it is one 

of the best portions of the scheme.
958. You think it is necessary for narrowing the channel and increasing the scour ? Yes; to prevent the 
river running along the rough northern foreshore.
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TRUEST)AT, 2 JUNE, 1898.
{The Committee met at the Court-hous”, Taree, at 11 a.m.~\ 

llrcsrnt:—
FRANCIS AUGUSTUS WRIGHT, Esq. (Tempoeaet Chaieman).

The Hon. Daniel O’Connob. Thomas Henby Hassall, Esq.
John Lionel Fegan, Esq. Geobge Blacb, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning River.

John Thomson, storekeeper, and Mayor of Taree, sworn, and examined :—
Temporary Chairman."] You are aware that there is a scheme before the Committee to construct J. Thomson, 

certain works at the entrance to the Manning River ;—have you ever examined apian of the works as pro- — —
pose by the Engineer-in-Cbief, partly Sir J. Coode’s scheme, but with a modification of it ? I have visited 2 June, 1898, 
the place, and I have a personal knowledge of the work now being carried on. • '
960. I suppose that during your long residence in Taree you have had occasion to go occasionally to 
Sydney by steamer ? I have.
961. Have you ever experienced any difficulty in going out of the river and coming in ? There is con
siderable delay at times, and the crossing of the bar is always carried out with alarge amount of difficulty 
and considerable danger, and there is always an amount of uncertainty
962 What class of steamers visit this place ? The “ Coraki” is the regular trader. She is one of the 
fleet belonging to the N.C. Co., and she is exchanged at times for other boats as occasion arises.
Jbd. Do vou know what water she draws loaded ? About 7 ft. 6 in. loaded, I think. 
ock a reSSel of.larSer tonnage come into the port with safety ? Not now.

What are her freights from here to Sydney ? Maize is carried at the rate of 10s. a ton 
960. Including drogherage ? Yes. •
967. And the return freights from Sydney ? Dead-weights, 12s. 6d.; other weights are calculated on the 
basis ot 15s. per ton measurement. The measurement rates are most unsatisfactory. They are very 
at’Te^than °°nse<luentl? a 8reat deal of fiction arises about the charges. They never book any parcel

968. What do they charge for crates of poultry and things of that kind ? For poultry they charge 4d. 
o!in *T?r’ t ie consignees providing their own coops. You can put as many in a coop as you like.

" • n'SgSi and things of that kind ? Eggs, Is. and Is. 3d. per case, according to size. A Is. 3d. case 
would hold about thirty-six dozens. •
970 Do you consider those freights high ? As compared with the freights from other rivers they are hmli • 
reducedVe eVer^ reaison to kehevo that in the event of better facilities being introduced they would-be
97lij'D?/?U thmjC that ^ bar were deepened and a hotter class of vessels could visit the river, you 
nvo ^T0^tam a reductlon the freights ? Yes ; I have it on the authority of the company.
J72. Is a reason for the cofiiparatively high freights the difficulty of navigation ? Yes ; and the rate of
lO SIIF£IUC&,

973. Can you tell the Committee the average depth of the water on the bar ? We have two difficulties 
at the entrance to the river. There is what is known as the bar which is the direct crossing from the 
ocean into the river, but half a mile further up there are the narrows or sand flat inside, and when the bar 
is deep the narrows inside, as it is now, are very shallow.- Last week there were 11 feet on the bar and 
only b it. y in. on the narrows.
9/4. Is that occasionally reversed ? It is always reversed. When the narrows are deep the bar is shallow 
J75. Can you mention any assignable cause of that ? Only the effect of the wind ; and there is a con
siderable quantity of drift-sand on the place occasioned by the tugs and tides.
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J. Thomson, qjq jf; arises from various causes of wMch you do not know all the details ? Tes. _
977. The portion of these works which it is now proposed to carry out is to cost, practically, £100,000,

2 June, 1898. a iarge gum 0f money to spend on the improvement of the river ;—supposing that the people of
the Manning had their choice of having £100,000 spent on the entrance to the river or having the proposed 
railway constructed, which do you think they would select ? The question is hardly a fair one, because 
£100,000 spent on the bar, I presume, would mean the completion of the works at the bar. _ •
978. Tes, to make an entrance with 12 feet of water ? That being so, £100,000 would go no way in the 
construction of a railway.
979. It is not a question of respective cost, but supposing that the alternative were put to the_ people of
the district, “ Would you prefer a railway constructed to Taree or your river made navigable with a depth 
of 12 feet of water on the bar,” which would they select? Taking the district as a whole, and the 
intermediate districts which a railway to Taree would serve, I think that the greatest good for the 
greatest number wmuld be given by the railway. _ _
980. There can be no doubt that, whatever may happen to the Manning and this district, the G-overnment
of New South Wales are morally bound to give a proper outlet by the river for its traffic; I think that 
is inevitable ;—do you take the same view as I do, that no matter what else may be done, that work should 
be carried out? Tes. I said this morning, when giving evidence with reference to the proposed railway, 
that there are a number of people on the river who can be served only by water, and our present situation 
is that we are entirely cut off from any centre when the bar impedes navigation. _
981. In fact, all the lower part of the river—Coopernook and around there—can be served only, as things-
now exist, by water ? Tes. _ . .
982. And considering that aspect of the question alone, you think that the Government are. justified in
spending the money at the entrance to the river, and the people are perfectly justified in asking for a fair 
means of access, so that there may be no obstacle in the way of communication between them and the 
metropolis of the Colony ? Tes. .
983. I suppose you know nothing technically about the works—you do not profess to be an expert in any
way ? I know nothing further than what I have noticed as a layman and what I have heard from other 
people. •
984. What are the general comments on the proposed scheme ? The general comments from persons 
whose opinions I think are worth considering are to the effect that the wmrks being carried out at the 
Heads at the present time, being on the northern side, are not likely to be efficient, and that no complete 
entrance will bo made, and the improvements will not be anything like effective until the southern 
breakwater has been constructed.
985. That is the contention of those people whose business it is to watch the place? Tes, pilots and 
other men continually on the spot.
986. They contend that without the construction of the southern breakwater a perfect entrance cannot be 
made? Tes.
987. Why do they assert that ? Because all our bad weather comes from the south and south-east, and 
when the wind comes from the south or south-east it backs in sand and closes up the entrance^ The 
south beach is more exposed than the north. We have a natural breakwater on the north in the 
“ Painted Hocks.” I may say, though, that the beach extends very much further east than the “ Painted 
Hocks,” and the works on the northern side have done this amount of good—the channel does not work 
northward at certain seasons of the year, when the winds vary, as it used to do. The wrall, so far as it

»■ has been extended, has had the effect of stopping it, and now the same service is required on the southern
side. The easterly gale two or three weeks ago had the effect of carrying away a large amount of the 

' south beach, and some of the timber that had grown on it was swmpt away, and there is every probability
of another channel breaking out, which will mean that instead of being as it is now even, a wide entrance 
and shallow, it will be still wider and consequently more shallow.
988. The present idea is to confine the river within certain training-walls, and thereby affect a scour by 
having a narrower body of water with more velocity and greater force of current, so as to permanently 
keep the bar scoured out ? That idea is accepted by all gentlemen watching the matter here too. ■
989. But local residents think that will not effect the entire object unless the southern breakwater be

. carried out ? Tes. The water cannot be confined without the southern breakwater. _
990. Do you know that the complete scheme is estimated to cost £220,000 if all the works be carried out
as shown on that plan, but the officers of the Harbours and Rivers Department assure the Committee 
that by the expendituTe of £100,000 a good permanent entrance with about 12 feet of water will be 
obtained ;—you say that the local people who know something about it are doubtful about that ? I say 
that it depends on where the money is to be spent. _ _
991. It is not going to be spent on the breakwater on the southern side ? Then I am of opinion that
though it will help materially it will not give a perfect entrance. _
992. As far as your knowledge goes, by the inside w'drks you will not obtain the satisfactory result which
the Departmental officers anticipate? Just so. The work as it is being proceeded with shows that the 
scour is forced on the southern side, which is always considered the most dangerous part of the 
navigation. '
993. Tour contention is that the breakwaters, especially the southern breakwater, must be extended to 
make the entrance a perfect one ? That is my contention.
994. Tou tell the Committee, from information you have received from people resident , on the spot and 
also from captains and others, that unless the southern breakwater especially be carried out they do not 
think that the object of making a good entrance will be secured ? Quite so.
995. Ifr. Black.-] Do steamers of any size ever come up to the town of Taree ? The boat that trades to 
Sydney always comes to Taree.
996. The “ Electra,” is it ? No, she does not come to Taree now; she had to go away on account of 
the shallowness of the water. The “ Coraki” is coming here now.
997. What does the “ Electra” draw ? I think 8 feet or 8 ft. 6 in.
998. And the “ Coraki ” draws about 6 feet, does she not? About 6 ft. 6 in. She can carry 1,000 bags 
of maize, I think, and draw 6 ft. 6 in.
999. Do you know that we have it on the sworn evidence of an engineer that with a little dredging you 
could have 12 feet or 14 feet of water all up the river as far as Taree? I have not heard that, but I

submit
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submit that that evidence does not bear on the case, because the proposed work will not affect the J. Thomson, 
navigation of the river farther than a mile from the entrance. \
1000. If, with a little dredging, a steamer drawing from 12 feet to 14 feet could come up the river, and ^ June> 1898. 
if with the construction of harbour works, the bar be so removed and the channel deepened that a vessel 
drawing 12 feet or 14 feet could enter almost at any state of the tide, then, obviously, if your trade 
warrants it the bar being removed and a dredge being, as I understand it will be, permanently kept in 
the river you will have vessels drawing from 12 feet to 14 feet coming up to your town if those 
improvements be made ;—do you not think that, under such circumstances, the passage by sea would lose 
many of its terrors for passengers, and that your goods would be more speedily and more certainly taken 
to market than they are now ? Certainly they would. As part of my evidence, I should like to submit a 
copy of a return of the exports of the district, as compiled from a reliable source, showing the importance 
of the trade and the exports from the river. These have been carried away by steamers, and are a fair 
example of what the exports are each year. This return is for 1897 :—
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Exports.

Place. Year. Passen
gers.

Cattle
and

Horses.
Pigs. Tallow. Butter. Cream. Eggs. Hides. Poultry.

Chaff and 
Grain 

(maize 
excepted).

Fruit. Oysters. Maize.

1896

1896

In 1,181 
Outl,124

226

164

By road, 
300

8,100
Casks.

35
Tons.

67
Tons.

8,300 cases 
207 tons

3,590
89 tons

26,100 prs.
(say) 

2,000 cps.

Tons.
20 chaff 
67 grain

Cases.
1,900

Bags.
2,000

Tons.
6,260

DO from Gloucester
Camden Haven........... 400 1,200 170 cases 

4£ tons
100

2| tons
65 coops. 1,300 200

Hastings......................... 1897 In 500
lOi- mos. Out 350

Macleay......................... 1896 In 1,800 
Out 1,800

Byroad,
1897.

3,000 9,260 63
1897.

160 2,900 cases 
72 tons

3,500
87 tons

817 crates 14,200

7,381 3,464 18,560 98 120 174 283 tons 178i tons 2,882 cps. 20 chaff 
67 grain

47 tons 3,300 20,660

Steamer rates, 25s. . Cattle 20s. 
Horses 30s. 
Calves 6s.

2s. 6d. to 
5s. accord

ing to 
weight.

18s. 40s. by 
box, 20s. 
return 

empties.

37s. 6d., 
12s. Od. 
return, 

same as 
butter.

50s. 20s. 4d. per 
pair 

without 
coops.

Chaff, 80s. 
Grain, 10s.

40s. per 
case.

12s. 10s. per 
ton.

George llicketts, master mariner, Taree, sworn, and examined :—
1001. Temporary Chairman.'] Tou are the local manager for the N.C.S.S. Co. ? Tes.
1002. Mr. O'Connor.] How long have you been on the river? I have been stationed on this river
manager for the steamship company twenty-five years last April. I had been trading here previously, 
came here first in the year 1862, v/hilst I was trading on the coast. My first trip to this port was 
command^of a sailing coastal vessel. '
1003. Have you been connected with the port ever since^ I first traded here for ten months in 1862,
and I traded here off and on afterwards. . .
1004. Are you the local manager for the company of which Mr. John See is one of the directors? Tes.
1005. Would you kindly, with your experience, give the Committee the benefit of your opinion with 
regard to the proposal now before us ? I think that the training-wall has gone out sufficiently far at the 
present time on the north side, but I think it will be totally useless unless the southern breakwater be 
constructed.
1006. Will you say why ? The water coming down from Pelican Point at the present time is cutting 
away the dry sand-spit on the extreme end of Mitchell’s Island on the south side, and I believe that 
when a flood comes down it will cut away a great deal more. I have seen all that sandy point disappear 
before. Then there is a possibility that both the northern breakwater and the inner training-wall there 
now will be sanded up.
1007. What is the effect of the work already completed ? The effect of the outer breakwater has been 
to bring the channel a long way south ; it has brought it into its original position years ago, and I believe 
it has deepened the water on the outer bar.
1008. If the proposed training-wall on the south side be carried out to the extent of the firm red line, 
will not that be most efficacious for the present? Tes; the sand-flat on the north end of Mitchell’s 
Island, on the south side of the channel, is a dry sandbank, and at the present time it has gone into a 
flat, and the high water flows right over the point into the river. Where it used to be a high sand-flat 
previously it is cutting away. In almost all bad weather we have had it has been cut away before, but it 
makes up again into a dry flat.
1009. The gist of your evidence is that that northern extension would be altogether useless unless the 
sohthern work be completed ? I think it would be useless without the southern portion.
1010. But if the southern training-wail be erected to the firm red point, that would produce something 
like the results anticipated by the Department ? I believe it would.
1011. And it would be safe for the navigation of steamers up to 300 or 400 tons ? Tes ; I think it would 
command at least 12 feet of water.
1012. Mr. Tegan.] What is the average depth there ? At the present time there is about 9 feet on the 
bar ; sometimes it is only 6 ft. 6 in. on The bar. We have had for a long time 6 ft. 6 in. and 6 ft. 9 in., 
and have had to go out only partly loaded.
1013. Is any dredge working there at present ? No. '
1014. Therefore it is allowed to silt up ? . It shifts every day ; in fact, the inner flat shifts at the present 
time almost every hour. A vessel can now get to the flat point opposite Mitchell’s Island, but then drops 
into 6 ft. 6 in. or 7 feet of water at high water. .
1015. How do you manage to get up at low tide? The ocean steamers cannot cross anywhere there at 
all at low tide ; it is only the river boats that can cross then. There is about 6 ft. 9 in. this morning at 
high water at that particular spot.

G-. Bieketts.

I 2 June, 1898. 
in
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G. Ricketts. 1016. But the ocean steamers can come up to the flat opposite Mitchell’s Island at low tide ? Tes, just 
T\ inside—up to the training-wall.

une, 1 9 .1017. After crossing that, how far from there can you come up towards Taree at low tide ? If you cross 
it you can come right up to Taree with plenty of water.
1018. What is the width of that ? It is an immense sand-flat, with little channels. There is one little 
channel running down to the Heads on the east side of that flat. It is all in little crooked channels. 
There are no defined channels at present.
1019. There is half a mile of sand-bed there ? Tes.
1020. In reply to Mr. O’Connor, you said that the work that has been carried out by the Department up 
to the present time has made the channel much deeper ? Tes, on the bar itself:
1021. Or, in other words, it has given a better scour than there was previously ? Tes, on the bar.
1022. But the work will not make a good approach until the southern training-wall be completed ? Tes ; 
and the northern training-wall requires to go a long way farther to the westward—the inner one. It 
ought to go up three-quarters of a mile further to the southward and westward.
1023. What place would that be nearer to ? Nearer to the land on the west side of the channel above 
Harrington—what they call Fresh Water Creek; the creek that drains the swamps.
1024. Do you think that if that were done first it would be sufficient to made the stream much better than

. it is at present ? Tes.-
1025. What are your reasons for saying so? I think we would have a straight run of tide. By confining 
the water between those two walls it would confine the tide, and consequently would scour out the sand, 
and would secure a uniform depth of water. Inside the river it most certainly would do so ; but possibly 
it might carry the outer bar farther out.
1026. Without constructing the southern wall ? By constructing the northern training-wall farther out

' ' you may carry the sand-flat out with it. , . .
1027. Do you think, as a man of large experience, that there is a probability of doing that ? No.; I do

. .. . not think it would. In my opinion, to set to the southward would carry the sand away.
1028. Do you think that that result might be obtained by extending this northern wall ? The inner wall,

. with the south wall too.
1029. Tou wish the southern wall to be done in any case ? Tes. It will never arrive at anything without 
the southern wall, in my opinion.
1030. What is the distance across Mitchell’s Island ? About 400 yards.
1031. How far do you feel the stress of weather up the river ? The last gale we had came right across 
the point of Mitchell’s Island, where there is a dry sand-spit. It came right across the top of it, and there 
was a big sea inside the harbour; it caused a vessel to go ashore.

, 1032. Which vessel ? The “ John Gollan,” tug-boat.
1033. What was her tonnage ? About 50 tons.
1034. Temporary Chairman.~] As to the bar shifting farther out, what depth of water have you outside 
the present entrance ? It drops off gradually from the bar at the present time. It is 9 feet, and in a few

* casts you get 18 feet, until you get to 3 or 4 fathoms. *
1035. It drops very sharply ? Not very sharply ; but from 9 feet it will drop down 6 feet for about 200, 
and it drops very rapidly after that.
1036. Is there a southerly set in there ? Tes ; sometimes a very strong one.
1037. So any sand driven out of the river will be Carried to the south beach ? Tes ; down the Manning 
Bight.
1038. Out of the way of the river ? Tes.
1039. But there is a danger, with a strong south-easterly gale, of that being driven back again ? Tes.
1040. And hence your contention that the southern breakwater is a necessity ? Tes.
1041. That is, to prevent south-easterly gales from driving the sand across the mouth of the river? Tes, 
and to prevent the sea from washing it in over this bank.
1042. Tou think that, with the construction of the southern breakwater, that is a danger always likely 
to happen ? Always will occur.
1043. That a strong south-easterly gale will force the sand back, and so form a bar ? Tes.
1044. Mr. Slack.~\ The Harrington bar is considered one of the most dangerous bars on the coast? Tes,
I think it is about the most dangerous. It and the Richmond bar are about equal—being open to the 
ocean.
1045. Sailing vessels cannot very well come in without the assistance of the Government tugs ? They 

. cannot now, but they used to do it before there were Government tugs.
1046. Tou mean to say that if there were no tugs they would be able to come in ? They would be 
compelled to come in. So long as there is wind enough to let them in they are bound to come in.
1047. But it is not very safe for them ? With the assistance of the tug it is, of course, safer for them.
1048. Does that northern headland give any protection from north-easterly gales ? Not a bit. Crowdy 
Head shelters the bar somewhat from the east with true north-easterly weather. Crowdy Head standing 
out to the eastward of the Harrington Bar shelters it somewhat, and there is not quite so much sea there 
as there would be with the same amount of wind round to the south.
1049. But the south and south-east winds are the most dangerous to the entrance, are they not? No.
Easterly gales bring a bigger sea in as a rule, but a heavy south-westerly gale is the worst for this bar, 
because it brings down with it a cross sea and a heavy ground swell. I have had worse seas there with a 
south-westerly gale than I have ever had with any other wind—more difficult to come in with, because 
you have to let go your anchors inside and track them up. •
1050. It is, then, very dangerous to make the entrance in south-westerly weather? Tes ; with a sailing 
vessel, with the assistance of a tug, it is dangerous.
1051. Tou have to keep well off the north point, I suppose? Tou have to take the vessel as far south as 
you can, and if you have not a tug-boat, and your vessel will not stay, she goes ashore. I have assisted 
a great number off that beach under the same conditions.
1052. The entrance to the river is fairly free from rocks, I believe ? No rocks at all at the entrance
to the river. .
1053. Then, if you have a good scour, you may get any depth of water ? Tes ; you may get 34 feet or 
36 jfeet of water. I think you go down pretty well to the bed-rock then—on the bar itself.
1054. Do the easterly gales ever cut through the sand-terraces opposite the oyster-beds ? To my
knowledge the sea may have spread over, but never cut through. 1055.
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105o. Then I presume that the portion of the southern training-wall which stands by itself is intended Ricketts, 
to receive the current as it comes down the river, and throw it into the centre of the channel P Yes. —‘n
1056. In order to prevent the scouring or cutting away of the sand terraces on the southern side? That ^ 1898.

mar^:e<^ is the oyster-bed rocks, and that is where it would have to be commenced. It has a 
solid bottom, and that is the place I would start from.
1057. Can you add anything to what you have already said ? The only thing to be done now is to go 
on with the present work the inner training-wall—and to start the southern one as soon as they possibly 
can.
^^'-^^nPoraryJ^^rman‘] In the event of these works being the success predicted by the officers of 
the Harbours and ^Rivers Department, and a permanent depth of from 12 feet to 15 feet of water being 
obtamed on the bar, and in the river also, do you think that the North Coast Steamship Company will be 
likely to reduce their freights ? Seeing that it will possibly be twenty-five years before you get the 
southern training-wail completed, I hardly know what to say. Another generation will have sprung up 
by that time. I cannot form an opinion.
1059. The southern breakwater cannot be constructed until the southern training-wall has been constructed 
to give them a means of access to it ? Certainlv. You would have to commence with a training-wall, 
and the breakwater to follow. '

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HARBOUR WORKS AT MANNING RIVER. 4fl

Thomas West Dugdale, storekeeper, Taree, sworn, and examined
106°. Mr. 5^.] What evidence have you to offer ? I have been a resident here for a long time, and T. W.

now at there has been a great loss to the district through the detention and destruction of property, Dugdale. 
esllec1la y perishable produce, on account of the shallowness of the bar; and on account of the difficulty - ,
and danger in passing m and out, we have suffered great inconvenience and loss for many years. I have 2 June> 1898- 
been a resident m this district for about forty years, and I have seen it, you may say, from its infancy, 
an ave seen how things have gone on since I came to the river, and the amount of loss sustained has 
■peu\en°rr^0US~r j 6 j!SS ProPertJ an(^ perishable produce. The want of a proper entrance has been 
e o my nowledge for a great many years. Sometimes the bar is passable, but on other occasions it is 

very dangerous. 1 thmk it is one of the most dangerous bars on the North Coast. An attempt has been 
ma e o some extent, and some work has been done at the northern training-wall, but my individual 
opinion is at they commenced on the wrong side altogether. They should have commenced on the 
sou ern si e. My knowledge of the bar is pretty considerable. I have watched it for many years, and 
my impression is that the southern training-wall ought to have been commenced first, because the south 
winds, which are the worst winds we have on the coast, and the south-east winds carrv the sand which 
crosses the bar and fills up tbe entrance. There will be scarcely any good effected unless the southern 
training-wall be constructed. I believe the money will be wasted that has been already expended unless 

. e s0ll crn training-wall be carried out, and I think that the inner training-wall if continued up the 
river a ong e south side along by Mitchell s Island is very necessary. These works are necessary for 

e river improvement, and if it be possible that we shall not get the railway, I am sure that a still greater 
necessity exists for the harbour works.
1061. Have yon considered the relative advantages of the railway, and the improvement of the entrance 
to the river f For the general advantage of the whole district and of the Northern districts, I believe 
the railway would be the better, because there is a very large extent of country to he tapped by the 
railway Of course the Manning Eiver taps only the lands adjoining the river, but the railway would be 

t?Vantage E°r the, sake of the wllole of this district, and the districts to the north of us. 
lUbJ. Is there not as much good land, and perhaps more good land, adjacent to the river throughout its 
?noQSeYf ther!JT ibf ^ tbe railway taking mile for mile ? Yes ; of good land, hut it is localised.
106cm rrn ^“k.^at £1,000,000 could be more advantageously spent on the proposed railway to Taree 
or ±.100,000 on the improvement of the river ? At the present time I think the expenditure of £100,000 
on the harbour works would be more advantageously spent.
1064. You bring your goods by steamer from Sydney now, do you not ? Yes.
weight^0W mUcb Per ton y°u Pay ? P think 40s. per ton measurement and 12s. 6d. per ton dead- 

1066. You trade with Sydney then ? Yes.
iOeY If a railway were constructed to Taree, would you continue to use the river or would you use the 
railway i I think that for perishable produce the railway would be preferable
1068. What perishable produce do you import from Sydney ? My shipments' are very small just now, 
and cannot be taken as a criterion. J J ’

What perishabJe produce do you get from Sydney ? In store-goods we get a very good supply.
1070. But they are not perishable are they f Not from Sydney, but 1 mean the exports.
1071. In the event of the railway being constructed, would you continue to trade with Sydney by steamer,
or would you use the railway ? I think the railway would he preferable. J J J ’
1072. You would use the railway yourself ? I think so.
1073. Do you think there is any 1,‘kelihood that the railway would carry your goods at 12s. Od. per ton 
dead-weight and 40s for goods that are measured ? I do not know. I do not know their tariff. I have 
had no experience with the railways.
JSS tT86 !hityrj0U cha^e<i double or PerhaPs treble by the railway, what would you do 
would be the dfeaperk ^ S°0dS W°Uld ^ COnVeyed by tbe railway then. I think the water-carriage

eiWn^p!1?* theraffwayso far as you are concerned, would be used onlv under exceptional cir
cumstances f I think it would depend greatly on the charge for freight.
1076. If the cost of carriage by railway were two or three times the cost'of water-carriage, you would use

y m !XCePtl0TVClaf ! ? ,TeS’ 1 think so- 1 tbink the water-carriage would be preferable 
?077 bUt that fefers principally to the Manning Eiver and Manning Eiver Districts,
ihll' vnn « potf tha* *b® Perisbabl® products you were speaking about just now—and I suppose that 
wo.^ApJ1^ ° f Pfiable rt? y0 j mean da,1'y produce and eggs, and articles of that kind—
1078 You do not knowT^NotrallSlt t0 Sy<Iney 0r Newcastle? 1 cannot answer that question. ■
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1079. But if they would, that would be the preferable route because of the quickness of transit? _ Yes ; 
you have to compete with other districts in regard to that kind of produce, and there is great loss in that 
direction. ■ .

‘ 1080. How often do the steamers arrive here ? Sometimes twice a week. On the average, I believe, once 
a week. I cannot say exactly ; I have not taken particular notice. _
1081. Do you not think that, for your trade and township, that is a sufficiently regular service ? No, I
do not, because the detention at the bar is very great sometimes. • _
1082. But when the steamer is arriving twice a week there can be no great detention at the bar? Yes ;
but sometimes there is a great detention and a great loss in consequence. _ _
1083. Supposing that, through the improvements to the river you had a tri-weekly service and no detentions, 
excepting such as were caused by great gales, when it was impossible for vessels to venture either in or 
out, do you not think that you would have a fairly good service ? Yes, I believe there would be a good 
service.
1084. Now, supposing that, through the construction of these training-walls and the scouring caused thereby
which removed the bar, you had from 12 feet to 14 feet of water there, and that the dredging of t^o or 
three flats which lie between here and Harrington, gave you a depth of 12 feet or 14 feet of water through
out at high tide, and that in consequence of that a larger type of vessel could trade with the river,,and 
supposing that, as a result of this you had a more frequent service, and in consequence of the increased 
size of the vessel and the increased safety of the bar lower freights, do you not think that land competi
tion would be well nigh impossible ? Yes, I think it would, unless there were a corresponding reduction 
in the freight by rail compared with the water-carriage. We are all living in hopes that that will bes 
the case. ■
1085. I suppose you are aware that on the northern rivers, in consequence of the dangers of the entrances^
insurances are very high ? Yes. '
1086. If the entrances were made safe, entailing a reduction of insurance charges, that would mean a
corresponding or almost a corresponding reduction in freight ? Yes, it would. _
1087. Supposing that you got such a reduction, say of 5 per cent., do you think it would be asking too 
much if the State were to impose as an annual charge a tonnage due of about 1 per cent on the expenditure 
incurred in improving the river ? I do not understand your question.
1088. Supposing that through this improvement of the river at public expenditure you had a 5 per cent, 
reduction in freights, would it be too much for the State to ask that 1 per cent, of that should go into its 
coffers as tonnage dues to recoup the State Treasury for the expenditure which would have caused the 
reduction in freights ? I think that the risks would be very nearly the same.
1089. Would you not give 1 per cent, in order to get 5 per cent back? Yes, I would. '
1090. Do you not think you would have a long way the best of the bargain ? Yes, I believe so.
1091. Do you not think it would be a good investment? Yes.
1092. You do not think that the people of the district are so economical as to grumble at being asked to
donate 6d. where they get 2s. 6d. as a consequence of the donation? I do not think the people would be 
very well pleased. 1 think that the district is entitled to the expenditure without any refund to the 
Government for the works done. We have been, to my knowledge, for forty years asking, and until 
lately we never had £L spent on the entrance to the harbour. -
1093. Do you not know that they make such charges in other parts of the world ? There may be such 
charge ; but I do not think that a charge for tonnage dues should be imposed on the Manning Eiver district.
1094. Then, you would rather go without the improvements to the river ? No ; I think we are entitled
to the improvements without any charge being made by the Government, and I think it is nearly time we 
got them. .
1095. Do you know that all the vessels that go into Sydney Harbour pay heavy wharfage and tonnage 
dues to the Government for the money expended there ? Yes ; I know that.
1096. Why should any exception be made in the case of the Manning Eiver ? I do not think it would 
be very pleasing to the population. I think there would be a general outcry against tonnage dues. I 
think we are entitled to have the harbour improvements if we do not get the railway, and to have the

. improvements free of any expense to the people, seeing that we have had nothing done for so many years, 
and there is a large population settled here. *
1097. Supposing it were made a condition that you should not .have the improvements to the harbour 
unless you consented to the payment of tonnage dues—what then ? Of course, we would have to submit.
1098. Temporary Chairman^ Are you aware that if the railway were constructed—the distance being 220 
and odd miles from Sydney—and if you were to pay the ordinary railway freights, you would be charged 
about 50s. per ton for the goods you now get for 12s. 6d. ? I do,not know that.
1099. That would be the ordinary rate for goods, such as wine and spirits, drapery, packed ironmongery, 
and goods of that sort—between 50s. and 60s. a ton—that is if the same rates were charged as in other 
parts of the Colony ; sugar, salt, and iron you would, perhaps, get at half those rates. The lowest rate on 
our railways is for grain, and the freight from here to Sydney wmuld be 13s. per ton. Therefore, the 
freights generally would be from 13s. to 70s. per ton ? We are paying 13s. per ton by water.
1100. You pay 10s. for maize ? About that. _
1101. The railway freight would be 13s., and according to the class of goods the freight would go as high
up as 70s. ;—do you think, in view of those circumstances, that if a railway were constructed to Taree, 
you would be likely to patronise it ? I think so. Perhaps those people living adjacent to the river 
banks would prefer the steamer under all risks; but the larger population would avail themselves of the 
railway. , _
1102. Mr. .HassoZZ.] Supposing if it were to cost you £2 10s. to get goods to Sydney by rail from Taree, 
and you could get them by boat for 12s. 6d., which mode of transit would you patronise ? The boat, 
of course.
1103. If you could get your goods cheaper by a bullock-team from Newcastle than by a boat, you would 
patronise the bullock-team, would you not? Yes.
1101. You have lived in the district a long time ? Yes.
1105. Does much of the produce of the district go through your hands as a general storekeeper ? Not 
much of it now.
1106. With regard to your own business, are you pretty well satisfied with, the mode of transit of. your
goods at the present time ? No; I am not. . 1107.
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.1107. Then, to remedy that, you say that certain improvements might he effected in the river ? Tes.
1108. And you think that the country would be justified in expending a certain amount of money on the 

.improvement of the river, and thereby to remove whatever impediments there are now to the navigation 0
of it? Yes. _ -
1109. If the railway were constructed, do you think that it would compete successfully with the water- 
carriage ? I cannot express an opinion upon that. I think that a large quantity of perishable produce 
would go by train.
1110. Where are the general public who are going to be benefited by this railway if it be constructed ? 
If you were to reside in this district you would soon find that out.
1111. The population is distributed along the various water-courses and the little valleys running from 
them, the people utilising the land, I presume, for agricultural and grazing purposes? Yes.
1112. And doing their best to make a living in that way ? Yes.
1113. The population being scattered and able to cross the water-courses only at certain points, it must of 
necessity be that a considerable amount of road-carriage would have to be done even to reach the rail
way ? Yes.
1114. Therefore, if the residents could reach the water, perhaps having to travel a few miles farther, 
and then have the benefit of the water-carriage, would they not patronise the water in preference to the 
railway ? I think so.
1115. I suppose there is a considerable amount of business done in and about Taree ? A fair business.
1116. How many times does the steamer run in here a week ? Once, and sometimes twice, according to 
the state of the weather.
1117. Pretty well loaded every trip ? Yes.
1118. Does only one steamer come here ? Tes.

• 1119. Does that steamer meet the requirements of the trade ? Sometimes.
1120. And sometimes you have to wait for an order to be executed? Yes.

■ 1121. But if there were no hindrance at the mouth of the river, either coming in or going out, you think 
that one steamer could meet the requirements of the district so far as the carrying traffic is concerned ? 
Not the present steamer, but a larger boat might do it. -

T. W.
Dugdale.

June, 1898

FRIDAY, 3 JUNE, 1898.
[The Committee met at the School of Arts, Cundletown, at 10'30 «.«?.]

• flreaent:—
FEANCIS AUGUSTUS WEIGHT, Esq. (Tempoeaet Chaieman).

The Hon. Daniel O’Connoe. Thomas Henet Hassall, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq. Geobge Black, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver.

William Mills, boatman, Cundletown, sworn, and examined:—
1122. Temporary Chairman?^ Already the sum of £23,000 has been spent, and it is proposed by the W. Mills. 
Harbours and Eivers Department to spend an additional £100,000, so as to take the southern breakwater ^
out 900 feet, to run the training-wall shown by the firm red line, and to continue the other training-wall 3 June, 1898. 

, as shown.on the map ;—what is your idea of the effect of these works ? I think it would be very good if 
the southern wall were there.

•1123. If the departmental officers say that the construction of these works, at a cost of £100,000, will 
give you at all times 12 feet of water on the bar, and they propose to dredge the river so as to allow a 
boat drawing 10 feet to come up at any time, do you think that will be of some advantage to the Manning 

'Eiver? Yes; and the result will be cheaper freight.
1124. And if that work were carried out, you think the river would get all it wants in the shape of 
transport ? Yes, for the present. '

(1125. Vessels could come in and go out at any time? Yes. .
1126. With that work constructed, and with boats of the “ Electra” type able to trade here, you think 

•'the wants of the district would be fairly met ? Yes, I do.
1127. Can you tell the Committee what effect the piece of work already done has had on the river ? It ’

' is not yet up to the mark ; there is not enough done yet to show what the effect will be.
'1128. But we are told that along the wall already constructed the river is rapidly deepening ? At this
• end it is, but not at the mouth. There is nothing to protect the entrance to the river.
1129. The south-easterly gales drive the sand up into the mouth of the river? Yes.
1130. And until the southern breakwater be partly constructed you think that that will always happen ?
Yes. *
1131. But if the southern training-wall be built—and that is the first work to be carried out, you think 

'that that will protect the entrance of the river from south-east winds ? Yes.
1132. How long have you been employed as a boatman on the river ? About ten years.

■'■1133. And your occupation as a boatman has made you fairly familiar with the river, and you have known 
times when vessels have been bar-bound and could not get out, and other times when they could not get 

-in ? Yes; I have seen the steamer stuck on the flat two or three days.
-1134. It is proposed to carry out those works I have spoken of, and when they are completed the conten
tion is that, with the assistance of a little dredging in the channel, a natural channel would be scoured

• out and kept scoured out by the construction of those works ; and you believe that would be the case?
' Yes ; I believe that will be the best thing for the district, for the present, at any rate.
•1135. Mr. Hassall^] Is there not a place on Mitchell’s Island where the sea-water and the river-water are 
very close together ? There are 200 or 300 yards between them.
1136. Is that the narrowest portion ? About the narrowest, I think. I do not think the river will break 

-out, but the sea might break over.
1137. The river is never high enough to carry its water over ? No ; I have not seen it go over there.
' 1138.
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W. Mills. 2138. There is so much vent for the water at the back that there is no danger of its going there and 
3 June 1898. t>reaking out and assisting to make a new channel ? No.

’ 1139. The breakwater, to make a good harbour entrance, should be carried out at the entrance as pro
posed ? Tes ; that is the proper place.
1140. Tou think that some protection might be required where it is proposed that a rubble-stone facing 
shall be erected ? I do not know that it wants anything there ; but it wants a southern wall, as I have 
said, to prevent the sand from silting up.

44! PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. .

FRIDAY, 3 JUNE, 1898.
[The Committee met at Croki, at 2'45 

flrrsrnt:—
FRANCIS AUGUSTUS WEIGHT Esq. (Temporary Chairman).

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. 
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.

Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning Eiver.

George Allan, farmer, Oxley Island, sworn, and examined :—
&. Allan. 1141. Temporary Chairman.~\ How long have you been residing in the district ? Eifty years on the 16th 
/—^ January next.

3 June, 11:98.1142. Tou are one of the oldest residents ? I believe I am the oldest now. _
1143. Do you know anything about the scheme before the Committee for deepening the bar and im
proving the navigation of the river generally ? I have had a good deal of experience of tbe bar.
1144. Do vou know anything about the scheme before the Committee ? I do not know much about that.
1145. It is proposed to run a training-wall along the southern bank of the river down to tbe sand-spit, and
to carry out a breakwater 900 feet long at the end of it, and it is also proposed to run another training- 
wall along the northern side of the river down to the work already done, and it is said that by the con
struction of these works the flow of the river will be narrowed and the scour will be increased, and that 
with the assistance of a little dredging the channel will be deepened, and the bar will be permanently 
removed ;—what is your idea of that scheme ? Ibelieve it will greatly improve it. Many times I have assisted 
vessels that have got on the southern spit. We had to unload them, and remove the cargo to the northern 
side and reship it there after the vessel had floated in off the southern.spit. _
1146. It is supposed by the engineers that carrying that southern training-wall down, and carrying the 
breakwater out 900 feet bevond the sand-spit, will prevent the south-east winds from driving the sand 
into the mouth of the river ? Tou will be past all danger beyond the southern spit. I was wrecked 
there twenty-five years ago in the “ Eire King.” We w'ere disabled on the outer bar, and the vessel 
drifted onto the northern spit and became a wreck.
1147. Was she totally lost ? Tes.
1148. It is proposed by the Government to spend £100,000 on this work ; the completion of the northern 
breakwater is not included in that, and only a portion of the southern breakwater ; but the engineering staff 
say that the expenditure of £100,000, in addition to what has already been spent, will make a fairly good 
harbour, giving 12 feet of water on the bar at all times, and that with the assistance of a little dredging 
there will be the same depth of water in the river ; if that is accomplished, will it meet the wants of the 
river ? Tes, I believe it would.
1149. If vou have a bar and river capable at all times of admitting boats of the size of the “Electra," 
will that be sufficient for the trade of the place ? It will be sufficient for such trade as has been done 
during all my lifetime here.
1150. Do you think that the proposed works are likely to be useful ? Certainly they will be useful. I 
believe tha't the northern training-wall will not be of much use unless there be something done on the 
southern side. There has always been more danger on the southern than on the northern side.
1151. By reason of the south-east winds heaping the sand up on the bar ? Tes.
1152. If the southern breakwater and the southern training-wall be constructed, you believe that will be 
stopped ? Tes.
1153. The original proposal was to spend £220,000 on the harbour works ; £23,000 have already been 
spent, and the engineers say that if an additional £100,000 be spent, they think that the works will 
answer all the purposes required of them—that they will give you 12 feet of water on the bar, and that 
with a little dredging and the natural scour of the river, you will have a river navigable all the way to 
Wingham, with a fairly good depth, and always a good bar;—if that were done, I do not suppose you 
would want a railway ? No ; not for the lower part of the river anyway.
1154. The river banks are the richest part of the district ? Tes, they are by far the richest.
1155. And the bulk of the settlement is on the banks of the river? Tes.
1156. And therefore the people there would be served better by a river with a good entrance than 
they would by the railway ? I believe, honestly speaking, that 1 acre on the banks of the river below 
Taree is worth 10 acres above Wingham.
1157. The railway would serve only that portion of the river—it would not serve the lower portion ? It 
would not serve the lower.
1158. And as the railway is estimated to cost £1,000,000, and to entail an annual loss of £31,000, do you 
think the Government had better spend money on the lower part of the river in making you a good

' harbour ? Tes ; it would certainly improve the lower part of the river.
1159. And it would do more good, I suppose, to the majority of the people than the railway would? It 
would, in my opinion. It would give facilities for freight of all kinds.
1160. It would be cheaper to the State and better for the people ? Tes. A railway would be only for
passengers and live stock. _
1161. Eor carrying heavy goods the railway would be too expensive ? Tes.
1162. Therefore, even if the railway were constructed, and if you wnre to have a good harbour, the bulk 
of the trade would go by sea ? Tes; it is the cheapest freight to send all produce by.

1163.
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1163. Do you know anything of the mountains at the head of the river, towards Gloucester? 
have been there often.
1164. A great deal of that country is very rough, is it not ? Tes.
1165. Unsuitable for settlement ? There may be some of it about the Barrington and other places 
for settlement, but the greater part of it is not fit for settlement.
1166. On the Barrington and about Gloucester there is some good land ? Tes.
1167. But that all belongs to the A.A. Co. ? Tes.
1168. And the proposed railway would pass through their land for 52 miles? "Well, they should give 
whatever of their land is required for the construction of the railway.
1169. Do you think the taxpayers of this country would be justified in spending £1,000,000 to bring 
a railway to Taree, and then suffer an annual loss of £31,000 besides ? I cannot see it.
1170. Tou think that they had better devote their attention and money to making your natural port
better than it is now ? Tes. If they can improve it as much as they have improved Newcastle Harbour 
the last fifty years it would be of great benefit to everyone. .
1171. The engineers tell us that they could get from 12 feet to 15 feet of water on the bar and all the 
way up the river under this scheme, and you think that if they do that it will be a good permanent 
work, and beneficial to thejdistrict ? It would.

Tes ; I C- Allan:

3 June, 1898.

suitable

Izra Perrett, farmer, Croki, sworn, and examined:—
1172. Mr. Black.'] Tou heard the evidence given by the previous witness ? Tes. I. Perrett.
1173. Do you confirm it ? I can confirm it. x —,
1174. Is there anything that you would particularly like to add ? I hardly agree with him so far as the 3 June, 1898, 
railway is concerned. I think the railway would be a great blessing to the people on the river. The 
expenditure would be enormous, and consequently that would be a detriment; but, at the same time, I
think that the railway would open up a large area of country that would be fit for the production of fruits, 
vegetables, and such things. There is one thing to be borne in mind. This North Coast is not subject 
to heavy droughts as many parts of the Colony are, and consequently I believe that in times of drought 
this North Coast will be a great blessing to the metropolis and people in general. It is well known that 
in times of drought Sydney suffers very much from want of vegetables, and many other things, which 
have to be brought from Melbourne and Hobart and other places, and I believe that we could supply 
these things quite as well in times of drought. I think that many thousands of acres could be brought 
under fruit cultivation. I believe we have some of the finest land between here and Port Macquarie that 
there is in the world for growing fruit, especially oranges. It has been said that the country lying 
between Taree and Port Macquarie is the home of the orange, and it is a well-known fact that Manning 
liiver oranges are now inquired for in Sydney, and have been for a good many years, and I think the 
railway would be very serviceable in this respect. Not only so, but I think you would derive a large 
revenue between the various townships and the rivers, such as the Macleay and Port Macquarie, and 
other places, leaving out altogether the revenue to be derived by the railway to Sydney and Maitland.
There is a large traffic along the North Coast; in fact, you can scarcely look out without seeing some • -
one travelling one way or the other, and I think that many people would dispense with the use of their 
horses and would use the railway. •
1175. Do you know that the freight to Maitland by train would be at least twice as much as the freight 
to Sydney by water, and that the freight to Sydney by train would be about four times as much as the 
freight to Sydney by boat ? I suppose it would—a great deal more, at all events.
1176. Under those circumstances, do you think the people would be likely to use the railway when they 
have water carriage so much cheaper ? I think they would for perishable goods.
1177. Why for perishable goods ? Because very frequently they deteriorate in value in going from the 
rivers to Sydney, and very often they are altogether spoilt.
1178. How—through delay ? Tes ; for instance, fish.
1179. There is a scheme proposed for the removal of the bar and the improvement of the river which , 
will take away the cause of the delay;—if you were,to have an improved entrance, and steamers of a 
more powerful character going up and down the river, they would be able to run to Sydney from the 
mouth of the river in about eight hours ; you could not get round by the railway as quickly as that? I 
suppose it would be quicker, would it not ? It is not the length of the passage by steamer, but the 
delays at the bar of which we complain.
1180. But this scheme is for the removal of the bar ;—supposing that the bar be removed, and you get 
12 feet or 14 feet of water at the entrance, and steamers are able to come in and go out in all weathers, 
excepting gales, and you have a larger class of boat than is now trading here, and supposing that this 
larger class of boat, through the dredging of two or three shallows on the river, is able to go as far up as 
Taree, do you think that, with such a convenience, you would have any need for the railway or be likely 
to patronise it at all ? That would do away with the necessity for a railway to a very great extent, I 
believe. So far as I am concerned, I may say that the steamer would suit us best on the lower part of 
the river; but I cannot speak for the people of the district generally.
118L. Mr. Began.] How far do you live from here ? Just across the paddock.
1182. I believe you were one of the men who started the dairy industry here ? My son did.
1183. Is he making that business a success ? Tes, quite a success.
1184. So much a success that he has given it up ? No. .
1185. I mean personally, and is devoting his energies to something else ? He is keeping that on.
1186. Not by his own labour? Not altogether his own labour. He is here sometimes.
1187. It has been such a success that it has enabled him to employ men instead of doing the work him
self? Tes. .
1188. How many cattle has he? I cannot say how many.
1189. I suppose you are interested in it ? Not in his dairy ; he rents land from me.
1190. "What is your area ? I own about 200 acres altogether.
1191. How many cattle are there on that 200 acres ? Some 200. '
1192. That is a beast to the acre ? It will carry more than that.
1193. Without having to drive them elsewhere during portions of the year ? Perhaps in time of flood
you have to remove them. 1194
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I. Perrett. 1194. Bat in ordinary weather ? In ordinary weather you can keep that number of cattle there.
. *~\ 1195. What did you grow on that land previously ? Principally corn.

•a June, 1898. ijgg_ ^hich pays you the better ? The dairying—a great deal. _ . . .
1197. So you found out that easy work is not always the best-paying ; maize-growing is easy work, is it 
not ? Oh, no. You have to work early and late to earn anything at all.
1198. But since your land has been cleared, it is comparatively easy work ? Not at all.
1199. There is no necessity to get up at 3 or 4 o’clock in the morning ? Perhaps not.
1200. But you have to do that with dairying ? We get up about 4 o’clock.
1201. And must be at it late again at night f Sometimes. _ , . .
1202. But it pays much better than maize-growing ? Yes ; I think that of the two, tiie dairying is the 
easier. We have longer hours,.but we have a long spell in the middle of the day.
1203. Well, if it pays better, and is easier work, so much the better for those who carry it on . Yes.
1204. Whatever produce you have, you ship from here ? Yes ; at the wharf.
1205. How many .butter factories have you here ? Only one, and several creameries.
1206. How many creameries have you ? 1 Pour belonging to this company.
.1207. Does the butter factory take all the cream of the various farms round about here . The factory 
here does generally, but the other company comes here sometimes..
T208. So you do not send a great deal of the cream out of the district ? We do not send much cream out 
of the district, but we send butter. _ _
1209. The farmers individually do not send their cream out of the district, but to the butter factory ?

. ' ‘ Yes, generally; but I think there is an exception or two. _
< 1210. The owners of the butter factory take the cream from the farmers and ship the butter to places

• - ; where they have a market:' Yes; to Sydney generally.
1211. What is the price of butter here at present? I think Is. Id.
1212. That is a fair price for butter, is it not ? Yes ; but the supply of milk is very small now..
1213. Owing to the cold weather? Not only that, but we have had a heavy gale and very high tides
which destroyed the grass. _ .
1214. But you have no doubt that the dairying is preferable to any other industry which you have been 
carrying on on these rivers ? Yes.
1215. Is the 12s. 6d. freight by boat the average freight which has been paid on these rivers? I cannot 
say. We have not sent anything for many years. Before we took to dairying we fattened cattle, and

. found that that was better than growing maize.
1216. To where did you send your cattle ? We sold them on the rivers. Sometimes they were bought 
and sent to Sydney.
1217. And sometimes they were sent to Maitland ? Yes.
1218. But not very often ? Not very often.

Edward Albert Sheather, fisherman, Jones’ Island, Manning Biver, sworn, and examined :
E. A. 1219. Mr. Hassall.-\ You see the plan of the river showing from Pelican Point down to the entrance at 

Sheather. Harrington ;—it is proposed to carry out certain works in connection with the entrance to this river, by 
\ running a training-wall along the eastern side of the river and out to the southern entrance, and then 

3 June, 1898. carrying a breakwater out 900 feet to protect the entrance from the south-easterly winds and the drifting 
sands ; it is also proposed to run a training-wall along the western bank of the river, following right round 
past the township of Harrington to the pilot station, and continuing it out to the northern breakwater ; 
the black line show’s what work has been done, and it is proposed to extend that work out on the north 
and form a breakw’ater, and then to continue the training-wall along the sand-flats right up to nearly 

'opposite Pelican Point; you have seen where the work has already been done ? Yes.
1220. Has the erection of that wall had the effect of deepening the channel in any w’ay ? It has had the
effect of improving the bar greatly. , • ■
1221. The work already completed has had the effect of materially improving the bar? I believe it has 
benefited me personally to the extent of £50 by the steamer getting more direct communication.
1222. By being able to come in better than she did before? Yes. After Christmas, and from that to 
midwinter, the bar generally shoaled up and split into three small channels, but since the training-wall 
was put there it has not done so.
1223. It has kept the one channel open the whole of the time ? Yes. _
1224. That is of great advantage to the steamer coming in or going out? Yes. Thatchannel shifts to and 
■fro, but a very small distance compared with what it used to do.
1225. But it still retains the one channel only ? Yes. _
1226. If this other proposed work were carried out, what do you think the effect of it would be—pay,
commencing at the southern sand-spit ? At the present moment the w’ater strikes the present training- 
wall just below the pilot station, and that has the effect of diverting it across to the southern point of the 
entrance. .
1227. When the current is diverted in that direction, what effect does it have on the low sand-spit at the 
southern entrance ? According to my recollection, it has never been as deep along the spit there as it is 
at the present moment. It was always shallow previous to the construction of the training-wall.
1228. But since the training-wall has been completed below the pilot station it has had the effect of
putting the channel over what was formerly a shallow sand-flat ? Just so. '
1229. Does the steamer come in and go out over that channel ? Yes. ■
1230. Comes in where it is proposed to construct the breakwater ? No ; I think according to the plans
"the channel would come inside of the breakwater. _
1231. Do you think it is necessary to construct the training-wall along the western side of the river and
down to the east of the line previously mentioned, and to extend the breakwater the distance proposed into 
the ocean? AYell, the prevailing seas here are southerly, and that makes the bad bars and prevents 
communication. '
1232. So that breakwater would be a protection against it ? Most certainly. ,
1233. And would be the means of creating a strong scour in the river, which would have the effect of 
keeping the channel open practically^at all times and in all seasons ? I believe it would have that effect.
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1234. Do you think that that work will be beneficial to that river ? I have no doubt it will, judging from E, A.
the effects at the present wall. Sheather.
1235. You feel confident that an extension of the work would result in very largely increased facilities „ C" * ~t' 
for getting in and out of the river ? Certainly. That has been proved already by what has been done. une’ ‘
1236. Is it very difficult to get in and out there at the present time? It is. 1 believe it is one of the 
most dangerous bars on the North Coast, but it has not been nearly so dangerous since the wall has been 
put there as it was previously.
1237. That shows the money spent has not been wasted ? It has not.
1238. You depend entirely on the steamer as your means of communication between here and the market ?
Entirely.
1239. Do you think that if the bar entrances were improved, there perhaps would be more traffic in 
and out of the river ? I have not the least doubt of it.
1240. Does the present steamer traffic meet all requirements ? At times, but not always.
1241. Do you mean, then, that with a better means of getting in and out of the river an additional steamer 
would have to be put on ? I have not the least doubt of it.
1242. To convey the produce from the farms lying along the banks of the river ? There are farms lying 
idle in some places. The farmers are handicapped. During some portions of the year they can get their 
produce away ; but, when the price rises, they are sometimes handicapped because they cannot get their 
produce away, and take advantage of a rising market.
1243. I suppose the bulk of the farms are situated along the course of the river, and the creeks going 
into it? Just so.
1244. And nearly all are served by water-carriage ? Yes.
1245. They have only a short distance to go to get their produce to the water ? Yes, with a very few 
exceptions.
1246. So, practically, the opening up the river entrance, and making it available in all seasons, would be 
of distinct benefit to the people of the district generally ? It would.
1247. Have you also heard of the proposal to construct a railway to Taree ? I have.
1248. Do you think that the railway would serve the district as well as the river? I think the rates . •
on the railway would be too high.
1249. And the cost of construction being so high, the annual loss would be too great ? I think so.
1250. But you think money might be advantageously spent in improving the entrance to the river? Yes.
1251. Now look at the red line on the map marked “ rubble-stone facing” ; it is proposed to carry out a 
piece of work there by putting rubble-stone along at that particular point—do you know that place?
VYe call it the “ blow-over” ; it is a portion of sand with no timber on it.
1252. It is a bare patch of sand lying between the ocean and the river ? Yes.
1253. Do you think there is any danger of the river ever breaking through there, and forming a fresh
channel ? Yes, I do. ■
1254. What width of sand is there between the river and the ocean ? By a rough calculation, I think, at.
high water, there would be only about 6 or 8 chains. ‘
1255. Then, if a heavy sea broke over that particular spot, and the river got a start running through
there, it would form a fresh entrance altogether ? I have no doubt there is a danger of it. ’ .
1256. Unless something be done to protect it ? Yes.
1257. Is that the only spot that will need protecting along there ? Yes; I think so. It has hardly 
altered in my time at all, only the sand is working over it. The ocean and not the river seems to be 
encroaching on it.
1258. It seems to be carrying the sand away a little, and narrowing the neck of land between the river 
and the sea? Yes.
1259. Do you think that the erection of a training-wall aiong +he northern bank of the river would have 
the effect of throwing the water over there,*and perhaps carrying away a portion of the bank ? Inflowing 
ou.t the tides strike in the bend, but do not seem to break over the spit. They strike at about the place 
proposed to be protected by the rubble stone facing, and then turn and strike out towards a point of the
wall already completed—just about the end of the wall. - ....
1260. Do you think the erection of this wall along the northern bank will have the effect of keeping the
channel clear at all times, and secure the proper inflow of the tide and outflow of the river ? I have no 
doubt it will, judging from my recollection. When I was a boy we had the narrows at the end of the 
proposed training-wall on the western bank; that is, some twenty odd years ago. I was away at" the 
time, but I believe that the dredge opened it, and when that was opened it scoured away. There is very 
ddsep water now where the narrows were formerly. ~
1261. So the channel has changed, and has been scoured out principally by the action of the tide or flood 
in the river ? Yes.
1262.. ’Temporary Chairman.'] It is proposed by the Government to spend £100,000 on these works in 
afidition to the money already spent, but it is not proposed to carry out any portion of the northern 
breakwater, and only a portion of the southern breakwater—do you think that that portion, if carried out, . 
will be sufficient to protect the mouth of the river from south-east winds and the accumulation of sand— *
I mean the 900 feet that is to be carried out, will that be carried out far enough to protect the mouth of 
the river from south-east gales ? I .think not.
1263. You think that the whole of the southern breakwater should be carried out ? Yes ; I think it is of
more consequence than the northern. ... .
1264. That is admitted, but you think that the whole of the southern breakwater requires constructing to '
make a good job of it ? Yes ; I think so. -
1265. You think that, under any circumstances, the whole of the southern breakwater should be built to 
protect the mouth ? Yes. I think the southern is of more consequence than the northern.

JIIKDTES OF EVIDENCE—HABBOUE WORKS AT MANNING RIVEE. '' ' 47^

William Henry Shoesmith, farmer and oyster-getter, Mitchell’s Island, sworn, and examined
1266. Temporary Chairman.] Have the proposed works at the mouth of the river been explained to you ? W. H.
I have read a little in the newspapers about them, and I have seen the work already constructed. Shoesmith.
1267. What has been the effect of that .work ? It has been a very good work I consider. 1
1268. Has it done any good ? Yes, I believe it has done a lot of good. 1269. 3 June, 1898.
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W. H. 1269. Has it deepened the portion of the river where it is ? Certainly, it has.
Shoesmith. 1270. And has done something to scour the entrance P Tes. '

3 'JiT* 1898 you think that a prolongation of that work up the river on the northern side, and the
une’ ‘ construction of the work marked red on the plan, on the northern and the southern side of the river, will have 

a still further beneficial effect on the entrance ? Tes ; the northern training-wall should be continued up 
to the oyster swamp, as shown on the plan.
1272. How, coming to the southern side, it is proposed to commence a training-wall at the point shown 
on the plan marked red, and continue that down to the point of the island which forms the southern 
entrance? We call it the south beach. That would be of more importance with regard to the 
navigation of the river than the continuation of the northern training-wall.
1273. As far as your knowledge goes, you think that these works will be beneficial ? Most certainly.
1274. I presume you have had no experience of harbour works ? I have had that much experience of 
water-running that I know that if you confine the water there in a narrow space it will be kept navigable, 
whereas if you allow it to spread over the Manning it will not be navigable.
1275. One of the objects of these works is to confine the river to a narrow channel, and by dredging assist 
the scour ? Tes.
1276. If the channel be removed to the mouth of the river, do you think that the ocean current will carry 
the sand away from there ? I think it would do so.
1277. It would be carried by the scour of the river into comparatively deep water, and then moved along 
by the sea current ? Tes.
1278. It is proposed by the Department to spend £100,000 on these works, and not to complete the 
northern breakwater, as shown by the dotted red lines, and only 900 feet of the southern breakwater ;— 
you think that the effect of the work will be good ? Tes ; I think that is of more consequence than any 
other part of the work.
1279. If the Government make, as they say they can, a harbour at the entrance to the Manning, with 12 feet 
to 15 feet of water, do you think that the means of communication will be all that is wanted for the 
river—that will permit boats carrying 500 or 600 tons of cargo to come here in any weather ? Tes ; I

. believe it will be of great benefit to the river.
1280. If you, as a resident of the district, were to have the question put to you, would you sooner have 
the harbour work complete or the railway built, which would you vote for ? Harbour works.
1281. Tou think the harbour works would be the more beneficial to the district generally than the railway 
would be ? That is a hard question to answer.
1282. Supposing that the railway were completed, and these harbour works were completed, if you wanted 
to send freight to Sydney, you would have to pay three or four times as much to send it by rail as by 
steamer ;—do you think people would be patriotic enough to support the railway if they could get their 
produce taken to Sydney by boat at one-third of the cost ? I think they would not.
1283. It is not possible to carry maize or heavy products by rail to Sydney;—they will always go by sea? Tes.
1284. All the railway would be useful for would be to carry passengers’ live stock, and small packages ? Tes.
1285. That being the case, do you think the country would be justified in building the railway at the cost 
of £1,000,000, and losing £30,000 a year afterwards ? I do not think so. But the railway would open 
up new country.
1286. A lot of country that belongs to the A.A. Co. ? Tes ; but there is a lot of country also that does
not belong to that company. ‘
1287. The railway would run for 50 miles through the A.A. Co.’s land, and they would greatly benefit 
from its construction ? Tes.
1288. Supposing that the question were put to the people of the district, “ Will you have the railway, and 
let the harbour works go by the board, or will you have the harbour works and not the railway.” Which 
do you think they would vote for ? They would vote for the harbour works.

William John Henry, manager of the Lower Manning Co-operative Dairy Co. (Limited), Croki, sworn,
and examined:—

W. J. Henry. 1289. Mr.T'egani\ Tou are the manager of the butter factory? Tes; the Manager of the Lower
,----A—Manning Co-operative Dairy Co., (Limited).

3 June, 1898. 1290. When did you commence business here? The Company commenced in 1893.
1291. Therefore they have had five years of it ? Tes.
1292. How long have you been manager here ? Between nine and ten months.
1293. ̂ Have you any statistics with you? Tes ; I have the turnover of the Company for the last twelve 
months. They shipped to Sydney 297,805 lb. of butter for the year ended 30th April, 1898. That is, a 
little over 140 tons. The value of that in Sydney was £13,678 8s. lOd. The freight paid the North 
Coast Steamship Company for the same period was £292, and other freights inwards, machinery, &c., 
amounted to £60, making a total of £350. Our Company’s output is increasing every day.
1294. Have you any other figures for the Committee ? Tes ; I hand in a statement showing the returns of 
the factory for the last twelve months, both in output and value. It is as follows :—

Butter. Value in Sydney.
lb. . £ s. d.

May, 1897   16,296   941 10 0
June, „   16,893   1,154 9 10
July, ... ................................... 13,720 ....... 799 4 8
August, „   12,514   622 11 8
September, „   14,957   690 14 3
October, „   28,392   1,064 14 0
November, „   27,133   975 8 5
December, „   30,128   1,032 5 4
January, 1898 .......................... 14,408 ...... 1,431 7 8
February, „   40,820   1,333 19 4
March, „   43,064   1,586 13 4
April, „   39,480   2,045 10 4

297,805 ......  £13,678 8 10 1295.
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1295. I see that in April this year you had 39,480 lb. of butter, which was valued at £2,045 10s. 4d.W. J. Henry, 
would you compare April, 1897, with April, 1898 ? I have not got that information to hand. The output
has nearly trebled itself this year, compared with that for the previous one. Tor the last six months the ® June> 1898. 
turnover oi the company has been more than in the previous twelve months.
1296. Do you know the number of farmers who supply you with their cream or milk, as the case may be?
In ere are about 150 odd milk suppliers, and forty odd cream suppliers.1
1297. How many cows does that represent ? That would be hard to make out. The herds would range 
from 120 head for the largest man, down to four or five for the smallest. I think you can' safely say 
twenty-five head apiece, on the average, in milk.
1298. In reference to your factory, what machinery have you there ? In the factory we have a 16-horse 
power boiler, a 12-horse power engine, three'separators, and two large churns.
1299. What is the capacity of the churns ? 600 lb. each. We have also cool chambers and a compressor
and one butter-worker, and, of course, weighing machines, testing machines, &c.
1300. According to that, you have a plant that would do double the work you are doing at present f*
Tes ; and outside we have three creameries.

■?,u^ ■^lnean your plant is sufficient to cope with double the amount you have at the present time? 
les, fully that; or, with the addition of another separator or so, we could make it equal to doing double 
the amount. °
1302. That means an increase that will not take place for a few years to come ? We expect to be nut to 
our best next year. We expect to do double then.
1303. Are so many using their farms, then, for dairy purposes ? A lot growing maize have spare ground
on which they can run cattle, too. r &
1304. So, from your intimate knowledge of the dairy industry, you think that this country has a great 
future before it ? I do, especially up the river.
1305. I suppose that you use the water for carriage ? Tes ; there is no other means.
1306. Has that been satisfactory to you so far ? Tes ; the only thing is the delay of the steamer.
Sometimes we lose on our butter, through the steamer not being able to get out. That makes it bad for 
us, especially m the summer.
1307. What are you paying for the carriage of your butter per ton now? About £2 per ton. The 
carriage is cheap enough; but there is delay and loss through not being able to get it to market some
times. It the delay were taken away we would be all right.
1308. What is the cause of the delay ? The bar.
1309 If that is remedied, so that the bar will not be an obstacle to navigation, will not that serve the 
people of this district as well as the railway would ? If they can remove the obstacle at the bar, I think 
it ought to suit the district.
1310. Do you think that you could get your butter conveyed as cheaply by railway to Sydney as by water
carnage r JNo ; I reel sure we would have to pay twice as much. ,
1311. That would take away a lot of the profits of your factory? Tes ; it would.
1312. It w'ould mean either taking some of the profits from your factory or reducing the payment you
make now to the farmers who supply you with milk and cream ? Tes ; that is what it would mean If 
the bar could be made navigable m all weathers, I do not think the people would have anything to complain of. i &
1313. Temporary Chairman.'] If there were 12 feet or 15 feet of permanent water on the bar, and the 
river were deepened to that extent all the way up to Taree, would you consider that a good harbour for 
the requirements of this district ? I would.

That would admit boats carrying from 500 to 700 tons of cargo ? Tes.
A 3 2.C J.1 J-_______1j.   _ 1 j • i -t , t . „ , ^

1314. ^ ^ ______________
1315. And if that result were obtained by these works, would you consider the district thoroughly well 
served so tar as transit is concerned ? I would.
1316. Tou have creameries? Tes.
1317. Can you inform me if good cattle are used by the dairymen in the 
consider fair cattle. district ? They are what I

is ^ average quantity of butter-fat ? This month it would probably average 4T.
1319. What would it average in ordinary seasons ? About 3'5.

SATURDAY, 4 JUNE, 1898.
' [The Committee met at Harrington, at 2 p.m.]

fwscttt:—
TRANCIS AUGTJSTUS "WKIGrHT, Esq. (Temporary Chaieman).

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. Thomas Heney Hassall, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq. George Black, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning River.

Henry Deane Walsh, District Engineer, Newcastle, sworn, and examined :—
1320. Temporary Chairman.] These works are under your charge are they not? Tes. jj D -vyaisk
1321. Will you kindly take this plan and explain fully to the Committee what has been done already and ‘a ’ 
what you propose to do ? No. 1 wall—that is, the north training wall, coloured black, starting from near 4 June, 1898. 
the “Painted Rocks,” and going easterly—was commenced in June, 1895 ; and in January, 1896, it was
thought necessary, on account of the very crooked channels inside, in the basin, to run a training-wall in 
a westerly direction—a river training-wall—and that was started in January, 1896.
1322. What is the length of the portion already constructed ? The amount of the north training-wall
constructed up to date was 2,000 feet or 2,300 feet at the time the calculations were made, and there are 
also 1,287 feet of the river training-wall constructed. ’
1323. How much further east is it proposed to construct that north training wall ? The north training- 
wall turns into a breakwater from now—it begins to rise to a greater height, and will have to be made of
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H. D. Walsh. a heavier class of stone ; and it is proposed for the present to extend it in an easterly direction 900 feet
farther from the point when this plan, was designed, or about 800 feet from where you saw it to-day. .

4 June, 1898. 2324. Taking the southern side, what are the proposed works there ? It is proposed to create a barrier
bank, 5,200 feet long, of small stone such as we are putting in the top end of the river training-wall, and
to construct a southern breakwater 2,600 feet long. . ,
1325. Is the whole of that breakwater proposed to be constructed at present ? 2,600 feet of it is proposed
to be constructed at present. , .
1326. Will you kindly say at what point it terminates ? Almost opposite where it is proposed to terminate
the northern breakwater, but slightly further to the east. Some distance up the coast where the scrub has 
broken away, and where there is a chance of the sea breaking through, on account of the narrowness ot 
the belt of land between the ocean and the river, it is proposed to construct 1,500 feet of rubble stone 
facing to protect that. .
1327. To prevent the possibility of the river breaking through there? Yes ; it may eventually be necessary
perhaps to continue that rubble stone facing until it meets the barrier bank. ...
1328. Now, as regards works on the western side of the river? On the western side of the river it is
proposed to carry the training-wall in an easterly direction some 8,900 feet further than it is at present 
up to Chinaman’s Point. . . .
1329. Can you tell us the cost of the proposed works ? The cost of the northern river training-wall will
be £21,307 10s. * . . ,
1330. And the northern breakwater ? The northern breakwater, so far as we propose to go, is estimated 
to cost £18,652 10s.
1331. The total proposed expenditure on the northern side is £13,443 15s. ? Yes.
1332. Now, on the southern side? On the southern side the barrier bank, £13,950, and the southern
breakwater, so far as we propose to go, £36,162 10s. . .
1333. You have omitted the cost of the rubble stone facing ? That is £1,530. Then there is supervising, 
&c., £4,713 15s.
1334. Making altogether how much ? £99,800—practically £100,000. _
1335. Will you now kindly explain what has been the effect on the entrance to the river of the works 
already constructed ? Of course, we could not expect the works, so far as they have gone at present, 
to have any very material benefit up to this. It is only from this out that we may expect a great 
improvement.
1336. But has it effected any improvement? It has effected an improvement. It has prevented the 
channel from going north parallel along the beach as it used to do in the old days—and it was a very 
dangerous entrance to the port—and it has had the effect of making the water deeper.
1337. The water is deeper ? It is decidedly deeper now than it was then.
1338. Do you expect any permanent improvement from the construction of the northern works before
the southern works are well under weigh? I do not think that the southern works will have such a 
beneficial effect, in creating a permanent channel as the northern works will; but the southern works will 
have the great advantage of protecting vessels coming in from sea or going out. _
1339. Will the southern works be at all effective in preventing the washing of the sand in by south-east
gales ? Yes ; it will permanently fix the southern side of the channel inside, which will be a very 
beneficial effect, I think. ' _ _
1340. So that if the channel is once scoured out by the natural action of the river, with the assistance 
of dredges, it is not likely to be silted up again by the action of south-easterly weather ? I do not think 
it will ever silt up after these works have been constructed.
1341. What effect will the construction of these works have on the river a little higher up—for instance,
on the flats where we stuck to-day ? We have always had the disadvantage of having two channels 
inside—one channel running in-shore on the Harrington shore, and carrying the greater portion of the 
ebb-tide with it, and the other running about the centre of the old inlet. _
1342. What effect do you think the construction of the works will have on the scour generally ? It will
force the whole of the tide up and down in the one channel, and that will tend to keep a permanently deep 
channel. The effect of the two tides parting at the old crossing was that we had not sufficient scour in 
the channels to keep either of them deep enough, and it necessitated constant dredging, with most 
unsatisfactory results. _ _
1343. When these works are completed, instead of having a channel on either side, you will have one 
permanent channel ? Yes—down the river training wall.
1344. What width is the channel which is now created by the work already done ? I am not quite sure of
the width, but think io would be about 150 feet. It is only a gutter at present. _
1345. You designed a portion of these works yourself, did you not? It was on my suggestion that this
river training-wall was carried out. _
1346. And you were guided, I suppose, in that recommedation by your previous experience ? By w atching 
the river, and my previous experience in watching the results of similar walls in other rivers.
1347. And, as an expert in works of this kind, you have every reason to believe that the carrying out of
these works will produce good results ? I have. _
1348. It has been stated in evidence that when these w'orks are completed there will be permanently on
the bar not less than 12 feet of water;—do you think that is likely to be obtained ? Yes ; from 12 feet 
to 15 feet. _ _
1349. To obain that depth of water, a great body of sand will have to be scoured out of the river ;—is 
there any danger of that sand accumulating at the new entrance, or will the ocean currents distribute it 
and carry it aivay ? I think they will carry it away. I had some experience with regard to the Newcastle 
Harbour works same years ago, with the construction of the northern breakwater there, and from 
soundings on the bar made at various times during the extension of that northern breakwrater, the experi
ence I gained was that the current had an actual effect for between 800 feet and 1,000 feet beyond the 
end of the wall, scouring out that number of feet on the sand. At Newcastle it shifted the bar out 800 
feet or 1,000 feet beyond the end of the breakwater as we went out into deeper water. That breakwater 
was carried out so many feet at a time, and about a year after its construction stopped we found that the 
bar had shifted out to that extent. Exactly similar results might not be obtained here, but the tendency 
would be to some similar result.
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1350. Supposing that your works succeeded in scouring out the river, and forcing the sand into 4 or 5 H. D. Walsh,
fathoms of water, do you think that will he sufficient ? I think so. ^
1351. At that point it would not accumulate so as to form a new bar ? I do not think it would. The ^ ^UIle> 1898. 
tendency is to throw the sand up behind the breakwaters.
1352. The tendency, then, is for the sand to accumulate behind the northern and southern breakwaters, and 
thus strengthen them ? Tes.
1353. And the sand carried out by the river scour will be carried further away by the ocean current ?
Tes. Once it gets into a little current it goes down the coast.
1354. Is anything contemplated for the improvement of the river above ? There is nothing contemplated 
farther than the ordinary dredging.
1355. I suppose that in a river like this, after the harbour works have been constructed, a dredge will be
permanently retained here ? Tes ; there has been a dredge in the river for years. The river being subject
to floods it is necessary to keep a dredge here to keep the river open.
1356. Every flood brings down and deposits in the river a certain amount of debris ? Tes ; and from 
Wingham to Taree we have heavy gravel, and below that there is sand.
1357. Therefore, it will be necessary under any circumstances to keep a dredge on the river ? Tes.
1358. Can you inform the Committee what is the cost of the dredge and the attendant boats on this river 
per annum ? About £3,300 or £3,400 a year.
1359. Tow-boat, punts, wages, and repairs ? Tes. .
1360. And that will be a permanent charge, I suppose ? There has been a dredge on the river for some 
years. The “ Ulysses” came here in 1882.
1361. And a dredge will necessarily remain here ? Tes.
1362. Even if these works be the success that you anticipate, it will still be necessary to keep a dredge 
further up for dredging the river? As far as Taree the channel is in very good order at present. Between 
Taree and Cundletown we have had a little trouble with the channel, but at present it is in good order.
1363. Eor all time it will be necessary to keep a dredge here as in other rivers ? 1 think so. Of course,
that is not charged to the votes of these works but to the river.
1364. Tou have no hesitation in affirming that, in your opinion, the works as proposed, if carried out, will 
result in a permanent entrance to this river with about 12 feet of water on the bar? I think so.
1365. -Mr. Ueyaw.] Have you any other information to give? I have information with regard to the 
quantities of stone required. The quantity of stone required for the river training-wall is 194,460 tons ; 
the northern breakwater, 82,900 tons ; rubble facing, 10,200 tons ; the barrier bank, 9,300 tons; the 
southern breakwater, 131,500 tons.
1366. I suppose there is no doubt that all the material you will require can be obtained from your quarry 
at Crowdy Head ? Tes ; there is an unlimited quantity of stone there suitable for the work.
1367. Good stone? Eirst-class—as good as any stone we have on the coast. .
1368. How is the work carried on ? At present it is being carried on by a contractor.
1369. Under a contract for the whole of the work or only part of it ? Only the north training-wall and
the river training-wall at present. -
1370. None of this work is being carried out by day-labour, I suppose ? None.
1371. Have you tried at axiy time to carry out any part of it by day-labour ? Wo have not done any of 
the Manning works by day-labour.
1372. Do you know the total cost of the work so far ? The total cost up to December, 1897, was £23,020.
1373. That is the total cost for this river ? Tes. Up to the 14th May the expenditure on the north
training-wall was £15,422 16s. ^
1374. I suppose the Department are not looking in any way to recoup themselves for the expenditure of 
the money ? The Works Department do not generally go into that matter very particularly unless they 
are asked specially to do so.
1375. It has not been done ? So far as I know, it has not.
1376. So this money is to be expended to give greater facilities to the people of this district, and, so far 
as you know, they are not to be asked to pay anything towards the expense? So far as I know, they 
are not.
1377. Mr. Slack.'] As a rule, the bar is about half a mile to seaward of the “ Painted Eocks,” is it not?
Tes, about that. It is constantly shifting, and it is very hard to say where it will be after any tide.
1378. How far is the breakwater at present carried past the “ Painted Eocks” ? The breakwater at 
present is past the “ Painted Eocks” about 2,400 feet. It does not start quite at the “ Painted Eocks,” 
but 200 feet to the west of the “ Painted Eocks.”
1379. The breakwater does not starr quite at the “ Painted Eocks,” you say ? No ; there is a viaduct
which you walked over to-day. ’
1380. The present termination of the breakwater—that is, where you are working now—is about 800 yards 
from the “ Painted Eocks” ? About 2,600 feet from the “ Painted Eocks.”
1381. Then it is correct to say that the bar is only half a mile seaward of the “ Painted Eocks” ? It is '
not in the same direction as the breakwater, but very much to the southward of the breakwater.
1382. Can you give me an approximate idea ? It is very hard to. guess the distance from the breakwater 
across, but I think it is somewhere about half a mile.
1383. It may be 1,000 yards at one time and less at another ? Tes ; it depends on whether there is a 
fresh in the river.
1384. We may say half a mile to 1,000 yards, then ? Tes.
1385. And the present point of the northern breakwater is now about 800 yards past the “ Painted 
Eocks”? Tes.
1386. How much farther do you intend to carry out the breakwater ? About 800 to 900 feet from where 
it is now.
1387. How will that compare with the breakwater on the southern side;—will the breakwater on the 
southern side project further out to sea than the northern breakwater ? So far as we propose to go at 
the present, the proposed end of the southern breakwater would be slightly to the eastward of the northern 
breakwater—it would be further out to sea—when it is completed.
1388. I suppose that, as a matter of fact, it should be considerably further out if you desire to <nve
protection to a vessel entering broadside on to heavy seas in south-easterly weather ? The southern 
breakwater will be a very great protection to vessels coming into port. 1389.
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H. D. Walsh. 1389. The further it is run. out the greater protection it will be for vessels in certain weather r’ Tes.
—A ■~,s 1390. How much further would that portion of the breakwater which is shown by the hatched lines, and

4 June, 1898. ji jg noi I10W' proposed to construct, extend on the northern side than that which you propose to
construct ? 1,100 feet further. The hatched part of ■ the southern breakwater would be 1,400 teet

1391. Tou are paying for the stone tipped from trucks 3s. Sd., and tipped from barges, 4s. 6d. a ton ? 
Tes ; but we are not doing anything from barges at present. That was a special work arranged tor on 
account of the scour from the northern breakwater.
1392. To prevent erosion ? Tes. .
1393. That is not being done now P To ; it has not been done for a very long time.
1394. But if you commenced tipping again at the breakwater end, and if you propose to prevent a cutting 
away and the formation of a hole at the end of the breakwater, will you. not be compelled to resort to 
that again ? It all depends on whether it scours in the same way as it did before.
1395. It is not scouring now, because you are on a sandspit? The reason why it scoured as it did before 
was that the old channel going out to sea went almost at right angles from the top end, and continued 
rushing past the breakwater in a way we do not expect again. The channel where the steamers came m 
and went out was practically at right angles to our present breakwater, and there was always a strong 
current round by the beach, and that kept scouring it out.
1396. What has occurred to divert that current ? We have carried the breakwater over all the old
channel. We are outside where the old channel was. We have not done any blanketing since October, 
1896. . .
1397. Speaking broadly, I suppose that one of the objects of the work is a diversion of the channel from 
the north to the south side? It is from the south to the north side at present. The new channel will be 
practically midway between where it used to work north and where it used to work south.
1398. Does not the river run out on the north side now ? It runs out to the southward of the northern
breakwater now. . .
1399. Exactly ; but is not the current just alongside the wall chiefly ? Tes, it is alongside the wall.
1400. I suppose that both these walls are necessary to the formation of a good channel P
absolutely necessary. .
1401. Do you think that you followed the wisest course in constructing the northern wall first. I should
be glad to see the southern wall going on with the other, from this out. . .
1402. Do you intend, when the northern training-wall has been constructed, to fill in at the back of it
with a sand-pump, or are you going to leave it open ? It will fill itself in by degrees. . .
1403. A slow process ? There is no great object in filling it in unless we require to do any dredging in 
front of the wall; and we will always have that space available for pumping behind; but we hope the 
scour will do all that is necessary there without any further dredging up there.
1404. If that be entirely closed in, where are you going to find an anchoring ground for the tugs ? We 
propose to leave a small viaduct above Harrington wharf for boats belonging to the residents of Harrington 
and the use of the pilot service, but nothing that will take the “ John Gollan ” in.
1405. The “ John Gollan ” is the subsidised tug ? Tes. ^ _ _
1406. It has not been thought necessary to have a wave-trap here? To. Sir John Coode in his report 
recommended a wave-trap, but the Department have thought it unnecessary.
1407. There is a large saving in doing without it ? Tes. The only object of the wave-trap was to
reduce the range immediately inside the entrance. In the case of Tewcastle, where the harbour is 
immediately inside the breakwaters, it is an advantage ; but in this case it docs not matter whether the 
range goes half a mile or a mile up the river. _

. 1408. Unless it might cause an erosion of the banks ? I do not think there could be anything that
would hurt. We can put large enough stones to prevent that.
1409. Is there anv danger of the river breaking through some of those lower portions of the sand-terrace 
we sawr coming down? The only danger would be where we propose to protect it with a barrier bank, 
and that, I think, should be carried out at once.
1410. Have vou ever heard of it breaking through there ? I have not known it to break through, but the 
spray breaks over there.
1411. That is from the outside;—I am speaking of the river ? It has never gone through there so far as 
I know.
1412. In the case of there being a big river running down, and a heavy easterly gale, and the river being 
banked up inside, wmuld there be any danger in the river cutting through the sand-terrace ? I do not 
think there is very much danger of its going through there, if there be a rubble-stone facing to it.
1413. I suppose that under such circumstances it is likely to overrun the low-lying land on the northern 
side of the river ? Tes.
1414. Tou say that the spray breaks over the sand-terrace ? I should imagine it does. 1 have never
been here in a gale. _
1415. But if it should be found that there were a cutting through of the sand-terrace, either from without 
or from within, then an extension of the southern training wall would be necessary, wmuld it not ? If 
wre were to see anything of that kind, it might be necessary eventually to connect what wre call the barrier 
bank with what is showm on the plan as rubble-stone facing.
1416. There is no indurated sand in the river ? Tone that I know of.
1417. Then all your dredging can be done with an ordinary sand-pump ? An ordinary sand-pump wmuld 
not be as convenient up the river as the dredge we have, in some places, owing to the cultivated paddocks 
on each side.
1418. Tou mean that you would have a difficulty in disposing of the stuff ? Tes, where there is agri
cultural land on the banks ; and above Taree the sand-pump would not be sO convenient, because what wo 
have chiefly to deal with there is coarse gravel, which gets coarser and coarser as we go up to Wingham, 
the head of navigation.
1419. I believe that as yet you have not found any inconvenience in the. river from rocks—there are no
reefs ? There are no reefs. I think there are some large boulders on this side of Wingham. We have 
removed two or three. ■
1420. So far up as that ? Tes. There was a small reef of rock running out at Cundletown that we
removed on account of the stern of the steamers sometimes getting on to it, but I know of no rock that 
would hinder the navigation of the river. 1421.
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1421. I understand that, with the exception of one or two flats, it would be an easy matter to get 12 feet H. D. Walsh,
or 14 feet of water all the way up the river to Taree ? That is so.
1422. What depth of water could you easily get as far as Wingham? We could get the same up to ^ ,June> 1°® •
Wingham. Of course a great deal depends on the floods. If we were to have a long spell of dry weather,
and the lower portion of the river were in good order, it would not be difficult to get 12 feet of water up 
to Wingham if we could spare, the dredge in the one place for so long a time.
1423. What dredging is there to be done between here and Taree in order to give from 12 feet to 14 feet 
of water to that point ? I think that there are very few spots, except the lower flats here, which carry 
less water than that. Probably the pilot will be able to give you better information, because it is con
stantly changing.
1424. I suppose that he would know about the river between Taree and Wingham also ? Tes ; he would 
know the present depths all the way up to Wingham. At present the river is in fairly good order—from 
dredging, of course.
1425. Mr. Hassall.'] If these works are to be carried out, do you not think it would be advisable to com
mence the work on the southern side at once ? I should like to see it commenced at once, and gone on 
with concurrently with the other.
1426. Is it not a fact that the heavy weather from the south has the effect of driving the sand from the 
most northerly point on Mitchell’s Island into the channel, and that this causes the channel to shift ? Of 
course, a good deal of the sand drifts over in heavy gales.
1427. And practically it would be no good carrying out the work on the northern side unless you were 
to carry out similar work on the southern side ? I think both are necessary.
1428. And you think the works should be carried out simultaneously? Tes. I think it could be done more 
cheaply simultaneously, because you could work the different classes of stone better.
1429. And if work were commenced on the southern side at the same time as you were carrying out 
portions on the northern side it would give a more defined channel, and consequently the scouring would 
go on during the time the work was in operation ? Tes ; I think that the scour will be chiefly affected by 
the northern works. The scour will always hug the northern side from where it comes down the river.
1430. It seems a singular feature'of these northern rivers that all of them, with one or two exceptions, 
seem to run parallel with the coast in a northerly direction for some distance before they break out to 
sea? They nearly always work as far as they can to hard ground, and then they have to come out.
1431. Does not that seem to show that the drift of the sand is northerly? My experience is that the drift 
of the sand is southerly.
1432. This river runs along parallel with the sea for some distance before it gets out, and strikes this head 
on which the pilot station is situated practically before it gets out into the ocean? But the Hastings 
Biver does exactly the opposite. The Hastings at one time went straight out to sea from where it comes 
down the river at the northerly headland, and then worked through the sand-flat until it struck the hard 
ground at Port Macquarie.
1433. Then, the Macleay is different altogether again ? The Macleay used to be north of where the river 
came out. During a heavy flood a couple of years ago it brokc’right out opposite Trial Bay, and before it 
could get away again we fixed it there as far as wre could with training-walls.
1434. Mr. Black.] But the Hastings has a southern headland that protects it ? Tes. The tendency so 
far as I can see is for the sand to pile up more behind northern breakwraters than behind southern ones.
Take the case of Lake Macquarie. There it is behind the northern breakwater that the sand piles up 
chiefly. If you have two headlands and an inlet you nearly always have a slight eddy inside.
1435. Mr. Hassall.] Does not that prove the necessity of a southern breakwater to make these rivers 
navigable in all weathers ? I think so.
1436. They must be protected on the southern side to prevent the sand from drifting in and closing up 
your bar entrances ? More particularly, I think, to protect the shipping coming in.
1437. And also to keep a channel open ;—if nothing were done on the southern side of this river the 
expenditure on the northern side would be to a certain extent valueless ? It would not be as effective as 
with the other. ■
1438. Tou would have a shifting channel and practically the same difficulties on the bar as you have at
the present time ? I think I have already said that I think the scour will always hold the deep water 
under the northern breakwater and the northern training-wall; but the southern breakwater will help to 
protect to a very great extent. '

William Scott Murray, pilot, Manning Biver Heads, sworn, and examined :—
1439. Mr. BlackT] How long have you been stationed here ? Six years on the 1st of next August. W. S.Murray.
1440. I suppose that yon have sometimes seen some heavy weather here ? Tes.
1441. Is the entrance a bad one in heavy weather ? Tes, very bad. 4 June, 1898.
1442. It is difficult, I suppose, to locate the bar after some of the gales ? Tes ; it wants a lot of sounding 
before you can put the marks in position.
1443. How much does it vary at times ? This northern training-wall has put a stop on its going. The 
entrance to the river has been as far as 1J miles along the beach, running parallel along, going right 
alongside the sand-hills ; but that has been done away with now. The northern breakwater being there, 
the channel is confined more to a position off the hill. It cannot get north now.
1444. If you were to draw a line straight out to sea, east from the “ Painted Bocks,” how far, as a rule, 
would the bar be situated from the Painted Bocks”? It varies. I should say not more than half 
a mile.
1445. Never more ? Never more, unless there has been heavy floods in the river, and then the sand
goes out in a body, and the bar goes out in a semi-circle ; but eventually, after the floods have ceased, the 
surplus sand on the mouth goes away with the current. .
1446. Then, as a rule, the bar is not more than half a mile distant? I do not think it has been more
than half a mile off the “ Painted Bocks.” _
1447. What depth of water have you on the bar now ? Eight feet six inches or 8 feet, at the morning 
tide.
1448. What is the lowest depth you have known on the bar since you have been here ? Pour feet at 
high water.
1449. What is the tidal range ? Taking an average, about 2 feet.
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W.S. Murray. 1450. What is your opinion of the work that has so far been done ;—do you think it has been of service 
to this river ? The only benefit is that it has stopped the bar so far, but we are only commencing to get 

4 June, 1898. results now.
1451. From what part of the proposed work do you anticipate the most beneficial result ? The crossing 
has been the great drawback to vessels getting in, and I think that the inner training-wall on the northern 
side of the river is going to show the best results. The sand leaves that as the work goes along.
1452. But do you think that there will be any permanent benefit without the construction of a southern 
training-wall and breakwater ? No.
1453. When is it most dangerous for vessels to enter the channel ? On an ebb tide.
1454. With what wind ? Southerly and south-easterly winds are fair winds, but after the wind gets past
south it is dangerous. _
1455. When a vessel tarns to come in, and is broadside on to the sea and the wind, there is a danger of
her being driven aground on the northern shore, is there not? Yes, a great danger, if she has not good 
ground tackle, and keeps on the weather side. _
1456. Then under such circumstances a southern breakwater is necessary for the safety of vessels making 
the port? Absolutely necessary.
1457. What depth of wrater do you think there is in the river, as a rule, between here and Taree ? It
varies from 8 feet to 14 feet and up to 20 feet. _ _
1458. How many shallows have you between here and Taree ? There is nothing to impede navigation at 
present—not even at low water. Any patches there were, the dredge has cleared out.
1459. But when they did impede navigation, how many were there ? There have been only two—one at 
each end of Dumaresq Island.
1460. Those have been removed by the dredge ? Yes.
1461. What depth of water have you there now ? Eight feet or 9 feet at low water.
1462. Do you know the river between Taree and Wingham ? Yes.
1463. What depth of water have you throughout there ? I think about 7 feet was the lowest water we 
found in the last soundings I took—that is, at dead low water.
1464. At the shallowest places ? Yes.
1465. It is nearly as good as between Harrington and Taree ? Yes; they are making the Wingham 
channel good now.
1466. But there are one or two shallow places there, are there not? Yes.
1467. How many do you know ? There is Clinch's Flat, Mundook, and Bird’s Flat.
1468. What depth of water have you on those at high water ? There would be 9 feet to 10 feet with a 

’ good tide ; it would all depend on the rise of the tide. The tides rise from 15 inches up to 4 ft. 6 in.
1469. I thought you said you had only a 7-foot river between Taree and Wingham ? That is, soundings 
at dead low water.
1470. What have you at high water? I said the tides average from 15 inches to 4 ft. 6 in. Taking 
an average, there would be 9 feet at high water in the river between Wingham and Taree.
1471. And what on the three shallows you have spoken of—Clinch’s Flat, Mundook, and Bird’s Flat— 
what depth have you there ? I have given you the lowest, and the average of the tides. There is from 
15 inches to 4 ft. 6 in. rise, and the average on these flats I should say would be between 8 ft. 6 in. 
and 9 feet at high water.
1472. Then these flats are not very great obstructions to navigation ? But there are such things as north
east winds, and during the time they last they drain the water completely out of these rivers. These 
rivers run very dry then, and there is salt water to be found at the head of navigation in dry v'eather.
1473. Well, then, the whole of the river is shallower at that time ? Fes, it affects it all.
1474. As far as I can understand from your evidence, there is a difference of only about 6 inches between 
the shallows and the deep portions throughout? Oh, no; I said from 8 feet to 20 feet, in the river. 
There is no comparison between the flat and those holes into which they have been emptying the dredges 
for years. There are places that they cannot fill up.
1475. Well, would it be necessary, in order to provide a good channel between Wingham and Taree, to 
do any dredging ? There is very good water now for the class of vessel we have visiting the river.
1476. Can the “ Coraki” go up to Wingham now ? I understand that she can go up at dead low water.
1477. Could the “ Electra” go up ? Yes.
1478. Could the “ Electra” get over the bar now ? Yes ; she could not get over the crossing.
1479. What do you call the ‘‘ crossing” ? The flats opposite Harrington. •

' 1480. Then what you call the l: crossing” is an obstacle to the river navigation now ? That is a great
obstacle now; and I am sorry to say that during these winter months all the tug-work will have to be done 
by night, with great risk, as the day-tides are not good. From May to October the good tides are entirely 

, night tides, and everything will have to be done between 12 o’clock in the day and 12 o’clock at night, so 
as to catch the big tides. Nearly all the vessels will have to be towed over these flats during the p.m. 
tides.
1481. If that crossing were removed, would that state of things he altered ? Yes ; by the removal of the 
crossing I should fancy that the body of water would travel in a more correct course, and give better 
Tesults. Now that these flats distribute the water all over, there is no confined channel at all.
1482. Then your opinion is that unless the channel be narrowed, and the water of the river he given a 
greater scouring power, this crossing cannot he permanently removed? No, it cannot.
1483. I suppose it is rare for a sailing vessel to come in without assistance ? No—quite common.
1484. In favourable weather ? Yes.
1485. Which is the most favourable wind for entering the river ? Between a point south and east.
1486. Which is the most unfavourable ? Westerly.
.1487. Due west ? Due west, straight ahead.
1488. Is that because of the existence of a bar ? Yes—confined, no room to tack.

. 1489. Mr. Hassall.'] In the one case you have a fair wind and in the other you have a head wind? Yes.
1490. Mr. Black.] Is this not a dangerous entrance with a southerly gale ? Oh, yes. A southerly wind 
sweeps along the beach and a ship comes with her head to the westward, and the force brings her broad
side on to the southerly gale; and with wind and sea against her, it is dangerous.
1491. She is apt to be driven on to the north head ? Yes.
1492. That makes it necessary'to have a southern breakwater ? Yes. 1493.
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1493. How far do you get the ocean current ? The ocean current sweeps across the head of the breakwater. W- S.Murray.
1494. Then, if the channel were cleaned out by the river, and the ocean current got hold of the sand,
there would be no danger of its being deposited anywhere about the port ? INTo. urle, '
1495. It would be taken right away ? Yes.
1496. You heard Mr. Walsh’s evidence ? Yes.
1497. Do you think that, if the northern and the southern breakwaters were .carried out, as he indicated,
you would have a sufficient sweep to carry the sand within the influence of the ocean current ? Yes ; 1 
think it would become permanent. .
1498. But I suppose that, no matter what improvements may be made, there will always be some weather 
in which it will be dangerous for vessels either to leave or to enter the river ? Yes.
1499. Like the last gales ? No ships ever built would stand such weather as we had here.
1500. Have you seen any improvement in the trade of the river during the four years you have been here ?
Things are looking up now. Things have been very dull of late, but instead of one saw-mill there are 
three saw-mills now, and the shipping is commencing to increase on account of the timber trade.
1501. Mr. Hassall.'] Do you know if any attempt has ever been made to remove what you call the 
“ crossing” ? Yes, several attempts ; but it gradually fills up again. A body of water may flow through 
a deep-cut channel for a considerable time. There is no accounting for the changes made by the tide and 
the wind, and the sand is continually on the move.
1502. And it is impossible to deal with it unless you have it confined in a definite channel ? There is no 
stopping it until it is confined.

• 1503. What class of sailing vessels trade here ? There are schooners from 18 to 100 tons.
1504. Drawing what depth of water? On an average, 6 ft. 6 in. There is one now in the river which 
draws 8 feet, and she has to be very carefully handled. The last time she w'as here she lay for a week to 
get a favourable opportunity to get out.
1505. And does she have to lay long outside waiting to get in ? The vessels generally come back light.
That is an advantage to vessels coming in. They are easily headed in and managed over the bar after
wards. It would never be safe for deep-laden vessels to try to come in over these bars.
1506. What effect will the improvements of the river have on the navigation ? I think that if once the 
water is confined the channel will be all right; but now' one quantity of water goes along the north beach 
and the middle quantity up the centre and the south branch of it goes round along the south spit and 
comes back on to the bar again.
1507. And that is what brings the sand into the mouth of the river ? Yes.
1508. The effect of the improvements would be that by confining the water to a definite channel it would 
have the effect'of killing the eddies which deposit the sand in the channel, and would, of necessity, sweep 
the sand out to deep-sea water ? Yes.
1509. The training-wall on each side of the river would, with the assistance of the dredging operations, 
give you as good a channel inside the bar as you could expect to have ? Yes.
1510. And if the breakwaters had the effect of giving you 15 feet of wrater on the bar, there would 
practically be no hindrance to navigation for vessels of a decent size ? Quite so.
1511. What size sailing vessel could come in then, do you think ? A vessel of 14 feet draught and 400 
or 500 tons register.
1512. They would’practically come in light? Yes ; and go out loaded.
1513. Then the effect of these improvements would be to make the navigation of the river practically 
safe, and wmuld in all probability increase the trade and the traffic up and down the river to a considerable
extent ? Certainly. -
1514. Do you know the country pretty wmll around here ? I know' it fairly wrell.
1515. You, as pilot here, would have a pretty good idea of the trade on the river—is there much ? Last 
year seventy-three steamers visited the river, and I think sixty-seven sailing vessels ; but it was a very 
dull year for sailing vessels—the timber trade was very quiet. This year I think there will be much 
better results.
1516. That is in the present state of affairs, w'hen there are so many obstacles to navigation and risk of 
loss of passengers in consequence of the difficulty in getting in or out? Yes.
1517. But you think that the proposed improvements, if effected, would materially increase the traffic on 
the river ? There is no doubt about that.
1518. Do you think that if the river navigation were improved as proposed it wmuld serve the require
ments of this district fairly well ? I think so.
1519. The river being navigable for ocean-going steamers up to Wingham, they would practically, you
think, be able to successfully compete for the whole of the trade of the "district ? I do. ’ ^
1520. Temporary Chairman.] Before the construction of the northern training-wall the entrance must 
have been very bad with southerly or easterly winds ? Scarcely a month passed but we had a ship ashore, 
tug-boat ashore, or steamer ashore. I have £80 worth of salvage gear. The Association of Underwriters 
in Sydney thought it was the best step to take. They had got tired of coming here to take vessels off.
1521. That is proof positive that the present.works have made things better? There is such a thing as a
mishap now and again, but nothing serious. No bones have been left on the beach, but every vessel that 
has gone on has got off. “
1522. The evidence of the captain-of the “ Coraki” is that the bar shifts as much as a mile from place to 
place—have you known that to be done ? Not lately.

William Charles Beading, civil engineer, Harrington, sworn, and examined:—
1523. Mr. Hassall.] What position do you occupy ? Manager for the contractor for these works— W. C.
G-. C. Willcocks. " Reading.
1524. He is at present carrying out the harbour improvements on the Manning River ? The northern ^
training bank and the inner training-wall. 4 June, 1898.
1525. How long has the work been carried on? About three years.
1526. AYhere do you get the material from ? Crowdy Head.
1527. Distant how far from the river ? About 4lr miles.
1528. Conveyed by what? AVe have a regular tram-line laid down. There are two locomotives and fifty .
trucks employed on the work. •
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^ p- 1529. Do you make fairly good progress with the work ? We average about 5,500 tons of stone a month. 
eaA 1Dg‘ 1530. And that would give you a length of how much, so far as the training-wall is concerned P Of 

4 June 1898 course> ^ paries according to the depth of water.
’ ' 1531. But on an average ? When travelling over the spot we have gone as much as 250 feet a month,

hut at other times we go only about 20 feet a month.
1532. So it would be difficult to strike an average, as the distance done per month depends so much on the 
depth of water ? Tou could not do it.
1533. Is the stone of good quality ? Tes; I think it is about as good stone as you could get for the 
works. It is a grey sandstone—a very hard stone.
1534. Iv ot likely to be affected either by wind or by water ? No ; I do not think there is any chance of 
its being affected.
1535. What are the largest size blocks you could handle or have handled from that quarry ? I have 
handled stones up to 12 tons, but you could obtain them up to any size.
1536. What is the largest size stone you could obtain there ? I have had a stone in the quarry 250 tons ; 
but of course Tve could not handle it.
1537. Then, if the proposed breakwaters are to be constructed, the material is at hand—material of 
excellent quality—which could be obtained in blocks up to almost any size ? Tes ; there is a percentage 
of about 60 per cent, of stone below 1 ton.
1538. But suitable for training-walls ? Tes ; suitable for training-wall purposes. It would be a very 
expensive work to carry on the southern training-wall unless you ■were also carrying on the smaller 
training-walls concurrently, so as to get rid of your smaller stone.
1539. Tou think, then, that if the -work be carried out, it will be advisable to have the breakwater in 
course of construction at the same time as the training-walls are being constructed, in order that the 
material got from the quarry can be utilised to the best advantage ? It is absolutely necessary to do that 
in order to get the work done at an economical rate.
1540. Otherwise you would have to shift the material two or three times over? Tes. All the small stone

■ has to be handled, and we would have to throw it away from the quarry in any case.
1541. If you were getting out large stone to construct the breakwater you wmuld have to’thro w the smallest 
stuff on one side and handle it two or three times ? Tes; wTe had the same difficulty here when the 
northern training-bank was started. There was an accumulation of about 2,000 tons of small stone, below 
our contract size, and we got rid of that when they started the inner training-wuill—the up-river wall.
1542. Tou find the lighter stone acts almost as well as the large stone inside the river, where it is not
affected by rough weather ? Certainly, .
1543. The sand, I presume, drifts into the interstices between the stone and gradually forms a solid bank ?
I do not think the sand makes any difference at all with it. On the northern training-wall a great volume 
■of stone has accumulated w'hich would suit very well as packing, but the sand that would percolate into 
the interstices in the wall would, in my opinion, have no effect. ,
1544. With regard to that bank near the northern training-w7all below Harrington, do you think that 
would be scoured out, provided that a training-wall wrere put on the other side of the river and a break
water carried out—I mean the sand-spit on the south side of the w-all ? Since the westerly or south
westerly winds have prevailed during the last few weeks—that is, since the last gale—I consider that 
about 5 acres of that spit has already gone aivay—that is, since 6th May.
1545. That has gone out ? It has disappeared. A lot of it has come in and formed further up the wall. 
The channel has gone over at least 200 feet to the wall, and the south spit is going over a corresponding 
distance.
1546. Tou heard the evidence given by previous witnesses with regard to the construction of the southern 
training-wrall as well as the northern one, and also the construction of the breakwater ;—can you 
corroborate that evidence—from your own experience, do you think it is an advisable work to carry out ? 
I think the southern breakwater should have been built first, because we have a good bar now—a depth 
of from 8 feet from 12 feet, it varying writh the scour at different times of the tide, and the entrance now 
is broadside on, or almost broadside on, to an easterly sea.
1547. Practically, the channel runs down alongside the training-wall until it gets past the “ Painted 
Bocks,” and then turns off at right angles and goes southwards ? It is about south-east now.
1548. Goes in a south-easterly direction ? Tes.
1549. Almost at right angles with the trend of the northern training-wall and breakwater ? Tes.
1550. And you think it is absolutely necessary to construct the southern breakwater in order to confine 
the water in a direct channel, and so obtain the best possible results ? That is my opinion.

James Martin Kerkin, master of the steam-tug “ John Gollan,” Harrington, sworn, and examined:—■
J.M. Kerkin. 1551. Mr. H'erjan.'] How long have you been residing here ? About fourteen and a half years.

1552. How long have you had charge of the tug here ? During all that time.
4 June, 1898. 1553. Tou have heard the evidence given by Mr. Murray and Mr. "Walsh? Tes.

1554. Do you agree with that evidence ? Tes. I corroborate the statement made in regard to the 
southern training-wall, which I think should be started as soon as possible. Pilot Murray referred to the 
heavy tides along the south beach. I do not term them heavy tides, but a tide pure and simple, and as 
you get a strong breeze from the south there is generally a little gutter or outlet along the end of the 
south beach. This eventually, with a strong rush of tide, brings the sand round that point, which causes 
the whole difficulty inside—the “crossing” we term it—and I say that if the southern training-wall had 
been carried out simultaneously with the northern wall it would have been much better, and now it is 
certainly necessary for the betterment of the river.
1555. With that exception you agree with Mr. Murray ? Tes.
1556. What tonnage is your boat ? Fifty-seven tons.
1557. So you can come in at all hours ? No ; I cannot approach it at low water.
1558. What do you draw ? Six feet 6 inches. I manage to scrape over at half-tide, but at low water 
I cannot. I have heard the evidence given about the upper part of the river, and the changes there ; 
but there is not the depth in the upper part of the river which has been stated.
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] 559. "What depth do you say there is between the crossing and Grhinni Grhinni ? There is no obstruction J- M. Kerkin. 
until you get opposite Grbinni Grhinni wharf. Then a vessel drawing 8 ft. 6 in. could not get across ^ 
at low tide. Therefore, I differ from the evidence given by Mr. Murray on that point, and that 4 June> 1898- 
point only.
1560. From Grhinni Grhinni wharf to Wingham you have good water ? Tes; fairly good, with the 
exception of Bird’s Plat, where the dredge is working now.
1561. Tou agree with Mr. Murray in regard to that Y Tes. ,
1562. Mr. Hassall.-] How long have you been stationed here ? Fourteen and a half years.
1563. Tou have been taking vessels in and out during that time at all hours of the day and night ? Tes.
1564. Do you look upon the entrance as being dangerous P Certainly.
1565. Very dangerous ? Tes ; I have seen it in all forms.
1566. In some weather neither safe fora ship nor for the lives of the people on it? Tou could not 
possibly in some weather either pass out or come in. For instance, in the weather we had the other day, 
you could not have passed out with a 1,000-ton ship, even supposing that you had had sufficient water 
under her.
1567. Do you think the proposed improvements would materially lessen the danger ? Decidedly so.
With the improvements that are proposed you could come in, if the bar were carrying 12 feet or 15 feet 
of water, with a very heavy sea, provided you had a fair wind; but with the wind blowing out you could 
not do it, or at least there would be danger.

Eeuben Richards, farmer and grazier, Harrington, sworn, and examined : —
1568. Temporary Chairman.] Do you know the proposal before the Committee ? Tes.
1569. Have you anything to say in connection with it? I wish to draw the attention of the Committee 
to the encroachments which have taken place during the last thirty or thirty-five years, during which time 
I have been a resident here, and which have rendered it absolutely necessary that some step should be 
taken at once.
1570. Encroachments where? On the sea-coast. I produce the parish map of the parish of Oxley, 
county of Macquarie, showing the encroachments that, within my knowledge, have taken place during the 
last thirty years on the sea-shore of Mitchell’s Island, and also the encroachments upon the western side 
of Mitchell’s Island by the erosion from the action of the river and flood-waters. At the present time, 
where you see a red mark on the western side of Mitchell’s Island and on the narrow strip of land, there 
is a continual erosion going on from the action of the flood-waters and the sea, which makes it absolutely 
necessary that steps should be taken to prevent either the river from breaking out or the sea from 
breaking in at that particular point.
1571. Would the rubble-stone facing, in your opinion, meet the case ? I think it would ; but it requires 
to be done at once.
1572. An engineer says that eventually that piece of rubble-work would probably be extended to the 
training-wall ? I am afraid that unless the proposed rubble-wall is continued to meet the southern 
training-wall, serious consequences might be felt.
1573. That suggestion meets with your approval;—if the rubble-wall be continued northwards to meet 
the training-wall, the danger you apprehend will be obviated ? Tes ; it is useless to expect any permanent 
improvement or benefit to be derived from the northern wall unless the southern wall be gone on with. 
The sand is continually shifting, and whilst the northern wall might prevent the tide from shifting north
ward, it would find its way to the south.

R. Richards.

4 June, 1898.

Alexander Tcwton, master mariner. Pelican Island, Manning River, sworn, and examined:—
1574. Mr. Black.] Tou heard the evidence given by Captain Murray and the last witness? Tes. A. Newton.
1575. Do you agree with that evidence ? Tes. ----- -
1576. Have you anything to add to it? The only thing I thought I might say in addition was that the 4 ,4une> In
land is being cut away at the narrow point shown on the plan.
1577. The sand-terrace between the river and the ocean is being gradually cut away on both sides, at the 
proposed site of the rubble-stone facing ? Tes. The chart which Mr. Richards has shows that that strip 
of land was 22 chains across when that chart was made.
1578. At one time the narrowest portion of that sand-terrace was 22 chains across ? When this chart 
was made.
1579. How many chains do you think it is across now? About 2\ chains—that is, at high water, when 
we had the high tides the other day.
1580. At ordinary water, what width is it ? About 6 chains.
1581. Do you think that, in order to prevent that from being cut away, on the river side some protection 
will be necessary ? Tes.
1582. Temporary Chairman.] Tou are an old resident on the river ? Tes.
1583. Do you think that, if the works proposed to be constructed here secure a depth for all time of 12 
feet of water on the bar, that will afford ample facilities for the trade of the Manning River ? I do not 
know what the trade may be in future, but it will for the present.
1584. As far as you know it now ? Tes.
1585. That will give admission to vessels of sufficiently large tonnage to do all the trade of the district ?
Twelve feet of water would admit vessels that would carry at a much lower rate than is now charged.
1586. And could carry all the produce likely to be grown on the Manning for a long time to come ? Tes.

37—H MON BA T,
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'8 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

MONDAY, 27 JUNE, 1898.
present:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, 
The Hon. Eredeeick Thomas Humphery.
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.
The Hon. William Joseph Teickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq. .

Esq. (Chairman).
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Weight, Esq. 
Eeank Eaenell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Manning River.

Henry Richard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Rivers Branch, Department of
Public Works, sworn, and further examined:— _

H. R. 1587. Ghairmani] The Sectional Committee, when at the Manning River, thought well to suggest some 
ar ^ n' alterations in detail, taking the scheme as a whole as being satisfactory. Tou will notice the break in the 

27 June 1898 southern training-bank towards the western end. It appeared well to the Committee to fill that up since 
* it would cost only a couple of thousand pounds to do it? Tes, that is a very good thing to do. It ought 

to be closed.
1588. With regard to the Manning River, the Committee, when visiting the place, thought it would be 
well to make the southern training-bank continuous. Would that be a wise thing to do ? Tes.
1589. With regard to the western training-bank, the Committee were of opinion that after it had passed
some distance up the river, the height of the bank might be lessened, and it might be possible by tying on 
to the bank further up to prevent some expenditure towards its western side. Thus, the training-wall 
would be less in height and less in length than that proposed. Is there any serious objection to that 
proposal ? It would be -worth while trying. -

PARLIAMENTARY
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 
Harbour Works at Manning River.

APPENDIX.

A.
[2b Evidence of C. W. Earley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public WorTce.~] 

Abstract or Estimate tor Manning River Improvements.
Original Estimate for complete scheme.

Description of work. Length. Quantities. Rates. Amount. Total.

feet. tons. £ s. d. £ s, d. £. s. d.
River Training-wall .................................. 10,280 261,440 0 3 9 49,020 0 0
North Training-wall.................................. 2,050 86,000 0 3 9 16,125 0 0
North Breakwater.................................... 2,000 187,800 0 5 0 46,950 0 0
Rubble Facing ......................................... 1,500 10,200 0 3 9 1,912 10 0
Barrier Bank ......................................... 5,200 93,000 0 3 9 17,437 10 0 t isouLii—*

South Breakwater .....................:.............. 4,000 328,800 0 5 0 82,200 0 0 l 101,odO 0 0

25,030 967,240 213,645 0 0
Supervision, &c........... ................................

Total ...............................£ 222,500 0 0

Original estimate for portion completed to 31 December, 1897.

Description of work. Length. Quantities. Rates. Amount. Total

River Training-'wall ................................
North Training-wall.................................

Sunervision. &c..........................................

feet.
1,287
2,000

tons.
66,980
83,420

£ s. d.
0 3 9
0 3 9

£ s. d. 
12,558 15 0 
15,641 5 0

£ s. d.

3,287 150,400 28,200 0 0 
1,400 0 0

Total....................................................................... ,...£ 29,600 0 0

1
Actual cost of work completed to 31 December, 1897.

Description of work. Length. Quantities. Rates. Amount. Total.

feet. t c. q. £ s. d. ■ £ s. d. £ s. d.
River Training-wall ................................. 1,287 49,736 12 3 0 2 5 6,009 16 10

293 3 2 0 3 8 49 7 0
6,059 3 10

North Training-wall...................... '.......... 2,000 72,360 0 3 0 3 8 13,266 0 2
10,302 16 0 0 4 6 2,318 2 7

15,584 2 9

3,287 132,692 13 0 21,643 6 7
Supervision and other expenses............... 1,376 13 5

Total ..................................£ 23,020 0 0

Estimated cost of work now recommended (31 December, 1897).

Description of work. Length. Quantities.

feet.
‘ 8,993

50
900

1,500
5,200
2,600

tons.
194,460

2,580
82,900
10.200
93,000

131,500

Rubble Facing............................................

Total .................................. 19,243 514,640
Supervision, &c., say

Rates.

£ s. 
0 2 
0 3 
0 4 
0 3 
0 3 
0 5

Amount. Total.

d. £ s. d.6 24,307 10 0
9 483 15 06 18,652 10 0
0 1,530 0 0
0 13,950 0 06 36,162 10 0

£ s. d.
North—

43,443 15 0

South—
51,642 10 0

95,086 5 0 
4,713 15 0

Total. £ 99,800 0 0
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Estimated Cost of Breakwater Extensions (31 December, 1897).

Description of work. Length. Quantities. Rates. Amount. Total.

North Breakwater....................................
South „ ....................................

Total...........................................
Sunervision. &c............................... .......

feet.
1,100
1,400

tons.
104,900
197,300

£ s. d.
0 4 6
0 5 6

£ s. d. 
23,602 10 0 
54,257 10 0

£ s. d.

77,860 0 0

3,910 0 0

81,800 0 0

2,500 302,200

Total.................................. ........................... .................£

B.
Sworn Statement by Thomas Dykes, Coobernook.

With respect to the harbour improvements, I unhesitatingly assert that I consider it of first importance to the Manning 
district. The main river above the narrows is navigable for steamers of 1,000 tons burden as far as Taree (about 20 miles), 
and with blasting and removing a few patches of rock, and dredging the shoal flats between Taree and Wingham, the 
ocean-going steamers could trade to Wingham, which is about 10 miles further (by water). I look upon the bar at the 
entrance to the river in its present state as the greatest possible impediment to the advancement and commercial progress 
of the district, for if we had a safe entrance with a good reliable depth of water it would induce competition and give us a 
better class of steamers, of greater speed, better accommodation, and more reasonable freights. And seeing that it is the 
water-carriage that has made the district what it is to day, and as it is by water that the residents of the Maiming expect 
the bulk of their produce to find its way to the markets of the world, then I contend that if the proposed scheme, at any
thing like the anticipated cost, will ensure a safe entrance, carrying from 12 to 15 feet of water, it will be £100,000 most 
judiciously expended.

THOS. DYKES,
Sworn before me at Coopernook, 15 June, 1898,—F. A. Wright, J.P. Coopernook, 9/6/98.

[One plan.]

Sydney: William Applegate Qullick, Government Printer.—1393.



967

1898.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Public Works.

REPORT
TOGETHER WITH

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE AND PLAN,

RELATING TO THE PROPOSED

HARBOUR WORKS AT BELLINGER RIVER.

Prescntcti to parliament in accortiancc bnUj tijc profatstons of tije Puliltc tIHorEs Set,
51 Vic. fio. 3b

Printed under No. 2 Report from Printing Committee, 6 July, 1898.

SYDNEY : WILLIAM APPLEGATE GULLICK, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

[3«] *10-a 1898.



968



3

MEMBERS' OE THE COMMITTEE.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
The Honorable Ebedeeick Thomas Humphebt, Vice-Chairman. 
The Honorable James Hoskins.
The Honorable Chaeles James Eobeets, C.M.G.
The Honorable William Joseph Teickett.
The Honorable Daniel O’Connoe.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Thomas Thomson Ewino, Esquire, Chairman.
Heney Claeke, Esquire.
Chaeles Aleeed Lee, Esquire.
John Lionel Eegan, Esquire.
Thomas Heney Hassall, Esquire.
Geoese Black, Esquire.
Ebancis Augustus Weight, Esquire.
Eeank Eaenell, Esquire.

MEMBERS OE THE SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.
Chaeles Alfbed Lee, Esquire, Chairman.
The Honorable Chaeles James Robeets, C.M.G.
The Honorable William Joseph Teickett.
Heney Claeke, Esquire.
Eeank Eaenell, Esquire.

GENERAL INDEX.

Report by the Committee.
Minutes of Evidence taken by the Committee.
Report by the Sectional Committee.
Minutes of Evidence taken by the Sectional Committee. 
Plan.

LIST OF WITNESSES.
[Examined by the Committee.'] page.

Robert R. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Roads, Department of Public Works ..................... 1-3
Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works ...........................................  3-6, 36
Charles Edward Rennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands................................................. .............................. 7
Thomas Ratclifife, pilot, Bellinger River .......................................................................... .............................................. /-10
Henry Spondly, Compiler, Government Statistician’s Office ...................................... ................................................. 11
William Sydney Preddey......................................................................................................   11-12
George Charles Yeo, Draftsman, Stock Branch, Department of Mines.......... .............................................................. 13
George De Frame (De Frame and Bibby, timber merchants) .......................................................................................  13-14
William Alexander Manning, solicitor.......................................................................................................   14-16
Thomas Stewart.................................................................................................................................................................. 16-19
John See, Esq., M.P............................................................................................................. .'............................................ 19-23
John McLaughlin, Esq., M.P............................................................................................................................................. 23-26
Louis Paulson, master of the steamer “ Rosedale”................................................... -................................................... 26
Patrick Hogan .................................................................................................................................................................. 27-30
Frederick Thomas Matthews .......................................................................   30-32
Alderman Francis Buckle, steam-tug proprietor.................................................... .'............. ..........................................  33-34
Henry Richard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Rivers Branch, Department of Public Works 34-35 

46—6 [Examined



970

4

[Examined by the Sectional Committee.'] page.

James Gill, caretaker, CoiFs Harbour Jetty.....................................................................................................................
James Maries, storekeeper, Coffs Harbour..................................................................................................................... 3-5
Wilbam Crabb, manager, Beacon Gold-mine, Bucca Creek...........................................................................................
Eugene Frederick Rudder, farmer, Coramba .................................................................................................................
Henry Boultwood, journalist, Femmount .................................................................................................................. - 9-10
John Thomas Greer, farmer, Bellinger River .................................................................................................................  11-16
David Anderson, farmer and maize-buyer, Bellingen........................................................................................... ..........  16-18
Edward Reymond, wheelwright and coachbuilder, Bellingen.......................................................................................  18-20
Frederick Doepel, drogher master and shipbuilder, and local agent for the North Coast Steamship Company ......  20-25
James Edward Tyler, farmer and grazier, Guy Fawkes .............................................................................................. 2i5
Richard Taylor Thorburn, Nowra.................................................................................................................................... 96
Frederick Thomas Matthews, storekeeper, Bellingen...................................................................................................... 26-27
William Richard Spillett, farmer, South Arm, Bellinger River.................................................................................... 27-29
Andrew Black, hotelkeeper, Fernmount .........................................................................................................................29-32, 41
F. R. H. Baker, auctioneer, Fernmount ......................................................................................................................... 32-33
Robert Stuart McDougall...........................................................................................................................................  33-35, 40-41
John Pollock, cordial and serated-water manufacturer, Fernmount ............................................................................  35-30
David Houison, District Engineer in charge of the Macleay, Hastings, and Camden Haven Districts ..................... 36-39
Walter Darwin Higgins, Inspector of Works, Bellinger Heads...................................................................-..............  39-40
Alfred Edwin Ellis, saw-mill proprietor and storekeeper, Bellinger Heads.................................................................  41-43
Thomas Key Ratclifife, Pilot and Telephone Master, Bellinger River ......................................................................... 43-45

PLAN.

Bellinger River entrance.



/
971

PAKLIAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

HAEBOUR WORKS AT BELLINGER RIVER.

REPORT.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 1888, 
51 Vic. No. 37, the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 Vic. No. 26, 
and the Public Works (Committees’ Remuneration) Act of 1889, 53 Vic. No. 
11, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon “the 
expediency of constructing Harbour Works at Bellinger River,” have, after due 
inquiry, resolved that it is expedient that the proposed harbour works, to cost 
£36,000, in addition to the amount already expended, should he constructed; 
and, in accordance with the provision of sub-section iv, of clause 13, of the 
Public Works Act, report their resolution to the Legislative Assembly:—

Description op the River.

1. In a report by Captain Howard to the Department of Public Works, 
dated 18th November, 1890, the Bellinger River, which is about 228 miles north of 
Sydney, and has a watershed of 480 square miles area, is described as entering the 
sea through an opening in the beach, about 5 miles northward of a remarkable 
peaked thickly-wooded hill, called Bellinger Peak, which stands about 2 miles back 
from the coast. Unlike most of the rivers on this coast, the Bellinger has no rocky 
headland on either side of the entrance. The nearest rocks are off a small headland 
over a mile to the southward, and although the entrance shifts north and south, 
according to the frequency of freshes and gales, it does not vary more than mile 
in either direction. .

It has two arms, which meet within -J a mile of the entrance—the Northern 
or Main Arm, a wide, shallow stream coming from a N.N.E. direction, whilst the 
South Arm, a smaller hut deeper stream, comes from the north-westward. Both 
these streams, however, soon turn to the westward and flow in that direction 
parallel to each other, and with an average distance of 3 miles between them. 
The narrow strip of country between the arms is high, broken, and thickly 
timbered, and both arms have their sources amongst the broken hilly country east
ward of the New England tableland, and about 35 miles from the coast. Neither 
has tributaries of any size or importance, except the Never Never or North Creek, 
which comes from the northward into the North Arm.

The meeting of the waters of the two arms has caused extensive sand-hanks 
to form at the mouth of each, aided, no doubt by sand washed in by the heavy sea. 
During long continued freshes, the South Arm water, having a more direct course 
to the sea, scours out a deep channel for itself; hut in dry weather it has not so 
much power, and the water of the Main Arm seems to leave a deposit of silt across 
the South Arm Channel, forming a shoal, known as the Crossing, inside the bar.

The bed of the Main Arm is very shallow for above 2 miles from the entrance, 
and in that space extensive sand-hanks, dry at low-water, have formed. To avoid 
these shoals, small vessels proceed up the South Arm for ^ a mile above the wharf,

and
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and then enter a channel called Back Creek, which, after a course of 1-J mile, leads 
into the Main Arm above the shoals. The limit of navigation by punts and lighters 
on the Main Arm is at Cahill’s Wharf, about 14 miles from the entrance. The 
ruling depth is from 8 feet to 14 feet, with occasional patches from 4 feet to 6 feet.

Above the township of Bellingen the river is a succession of rapids running 
over a shingle bed, with still and apparently deep reaches between them.

The South Arm is much narrower than the North Arm, but for purposes of 
navigation it is far superior. There is nothing to stop any vessel which can come 
in over the outer crossing from proceeding above Picket Hill Creek, a distance of 
nearly 10 miles. Handley’s Crossing, about 15 miles from the entrance, is the head 
of tidal influence. As in the North Arm, the stream above appears a'succession 
of rapids with deep pools between them.

This extract from Captain Howard’s report is a fair description of the river 
at the present time.

The Proposed Works.

2. Representations have been made from time to time to the Government by 
the residents on the river, as to the necessity for works which would improve the 
entrance, and up to 31st December, 1897, works had been carried out at an 
expenditure of £25,985. These consist of 6,305 feet of a southern training-wall, 
and the partial construction of 1,600 feet of a northern wall.

A complete scheme for the improvement of the river entrance has been 
designed, consisting of breakwaters, training-walls, facing, &c., to cost £171,300; 
but, in addition to what has already been done, the works now recommended, and 
referred for inquiry to the Committee, are the extension of the south breakwater 
60 feet; facing the right bank of South Arm, 2,300 feet; constructing 1,500 feet of 
temporary bank, 3,000 feet of training-wall, and 1,070 feet of breakwater on the 
northern side of the entrance, and also 5,750 feet of the inner training-wall at the 
junction of the two arms of the river, the estimated cost of these works being 
£36,000. With these improvements, it is regarded by the Engineer-in-Chief as 
probable that no further expenditure will be found necessary at the entrance of 
the river for very many years to come, if at all.

Sectional Committee’s Yisit.

3. A Sectional Committee, appointed to inspect, take evidence, and report 
with reference to the proposed works, visited the district, made a thorough examination 
of the works in progress, and of the sites of the proposed additional works, and took 
evidence at Bellingen, Eernmount, and Bellinger Heads. They also examined the 
harbour works which have been carried out at the entrance of the Clarence Biver, 
in order to see the results that have followed their construction, and visited Goff’s 
Harbour to ascertain whether and in what manner the residents of the Bellinger 
district might be served if that harbour were made the principal outlet for the trade 
of the Bellinger district.

Produce and Trade.

4. The Bellinger Valley, the Sectional Committee say in their report, " is 
exceedingly fertile, and capable of supporting a large population. Large crops of 
maize are grown upon the rich alluvial flats which form its banks; the higher 
ground, while slightly inferior in quality, is, when cleared, admirably suited for the 
pasturage of dairy cattle, and excellent hardwood is everywhere exceedingly 
plentiful. At the present time the staple products of the district are maize and 
timber. The export of maize during 1897 amounted to 51,518 bags, while, in the 
same period, 587,314 feet of hardwood and 87,774 feet of cedar were shipped to 
Sydney. The dairying industry is yet in its’ infancy, and its improvement is 
retarded by the delays and inconvenience which attend the shipment of cream and 
butter to the metropolis; but large tracts of country are being cleared and made

ready
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ready for dairying by the selectors on the land, and inquiries for suitable ground 
are constantly made by persons desiring to settle in the district and embark in this 
enterprise. Poultry, eggs, and pigs are sent from the river as opportunity offers, 
and a tabulated statement of the yearly exports for the years 1892 to 1897, inclusive, 
shows an increase in every department of production.”

Suggested Railway to Coff’s Harbour.

5. One portion of the inquiry by the Sectional Committee was devoted to a 
suggestion that a light line of railway might be constructed which would connect 
the Bellinger district with the deep waters of Coff’s Harbour. They found that the 
suggestion was not entertained by the residents of the Bellinger, and that such a 
railway would render little or no assistance to the district’s development. Purther, 
in the opinion of the Sectional Committee the cost of even the cheapest kind of line 
would greatly exceed the estimated cost of the proposed harbour improvements.

Effect of the Works already constructed.

6. The effect of the harbour works already carried out at the Bellinger appears 
to have been beneficial. The Engineer-in-Chief states that there can be no doubt the 
river has improved since the southern training-wall has been constructed; the 
channel which used to shift about a good deal will now remain stationary, and as 
the works progress will be permanently deepened. With the assistance of a dredge, 
the annual cost of which is £2,000, it is expected that the channel will be suitable 
for vessels drawing 7 or 8 feet of water. The Sectional Committee were of opinion 
that complete success will attend the carrying out of the scheme.

The Committee’s Recommendation.

7. In the case of the Bellinger, as in those of the other similar proposals 
referred to the Committee, the works have already been carried out to such an extent 
that the Committee are practically compelled to recommend their completion. The 
scheme as a whole is a good one; the question chiefly to be considered is whether 
the river and district are such as to justify the proposed expenditure. Efforts were 
made by the Committee to reduce the expense by curtailing some of the works, but, 
from the inquiry made, it appeared that if this were done the saving would be 
inconsiderable, as the works have been carried out to an extent beyond that which 
will allow of any considerable modification.

Under the circumstances, therefore, the Committee recommend the con
struction of the proposed additional works, and have passed the resolution shown in 
the following extract from their Minutes of Proceedings :—

Mr. Farnell moved,—-“That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient the proposed 
Harbour Works at Bellinger Biver, to cost £36,000 in addition to the amount already- 
expended, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out.”

Mr. Clarke seconded the motion.
Mr. Wright moved,—“That the motion be amended by the insertion after the word ‘Biver’ 

of the words ‘ with the exception of the training-bank on the north side of the South 
Arm.’ ”

The amendment was seconded by Mr. Hassall, and negatived on the following division :—

Ayes, 4.
Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Hassall, 
Mr. Wright.

Noes, 8.
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Boberts, 
Mr. O’Connor, 
Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Eegan, 
Mr. Black,
Mr. Earnell.

46—c The
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The ■motion was passed on the following division :— 
Ayes, 10.

Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Hoskins,
Mr. Roberts,
Mr. O’Connor,
Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Eegan,
Mr. Black,
Mr. Wright,
Mr. Earnell.

Hoes, 2.
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Hassall.

THOS. EWING,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 5 July, 1898.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

HARBOUR WORKS AT BELLINGER RIVER.

WEDNESDAY, 30 MABGH, 1898.
ftoscnt:—

The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (Vice-Chaieman).
The Hon. James Hoskins. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connob.

John Lionel Eegan, Esq. 
Ebancis Augustus Weight, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing Harbour Works at Bellinger River.

Robert R. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Roads, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and examined :—

1. Vice-Chairman.'] Have you a statement to read to the Committee ? Yes. It is as follows:— R. R. P.
. Bellinger River. . Hickson.

The entrance to the Bellinger River is about 22S miles north of Sydney. The watershed of the river has an area of about 30 jjar jggg 
480 square miles. '

The following particulars are taken from Captain Howard’s description of the Bellinger River, 18th November,
1890:—

“ The Bellinger River enters the sea through an opening in the beach, about 5 miles northward of a remarkable 
peaked thickly-wooded hill, called Bellinger Peak, which stands about 2 miles back from the coast. Unlike most of the 
rivers on this coast, the Bellinger has no rocky headland on either side of the entrance. The nearest rocks are off a small 
headland over a mile to the southward, and although the entrance shifts north and south, according to the frequency of 
freshes and gales, it does not vary more than J mile in either direction.

“ The Bellinger River has two arms, which meet within J a mile of the entrance—the Northern or Main Arm, a wide, 
shallow stream coming from a N.N.E. direction, whilst the South Arm, a smaller but deeper stream, comes from the north
westward. Both these streams, however, soon turn to the westward and flow in that direction parallel to each other, and 
with an average distance of 3 miles between them. The narrow strip of country between the arms is high, broken, and 
thickly timbered, and both arms have their sources amongst the broken hilly country eastward of the New England table
land, and about 35 miles from the coast. Neither arm has tributaries of any size or importance, except the Never Never - 
or North Creek, which comes from the northward into the North Arm.

“ The land at present cultivated is almost entirely confined to a narrow strip of alluvial soil on either side of the 
river bank, and the staple and almost only crop grown is maize. Where the hills have a considerable distance between 
their bases and the river bank, there are always swamps. There are several townships on the Main Arm but none on the 
South Arm, which is not so far advanced in settlement.

“ The meeting of the waters of the two arms has caused extensive sand banks to form at the mouth of each, aided, 
no doubt, by sand washed in by the heavy sea. During long continued freshes, the South Arm water, having a more direct 
course to the sea, scours out a deep channel for itself; but in dry weather it has not so much power, and the water of the "
Main Arm seems to leave a deposit of silt across the South Arm Channel, forming a shoal, known as the Crossing, inside the 
bar.

“ The bed of the Main Arm is very shallow for above 2 miles from the entrance, and in that space extensive sand 
banks, dry at low-water, have formed. To avoid these shoals, small vessels proceed up the South Arm for 4 a mile above 
the wharf, and then enter a channel called Back Creek, which, after a course of 1-| mile leads into the Main Arm above the 
shoals. The limit of navigation by punts and lighters on the Main Arm is at Cahill’s Wharf, about 14 miles from the 
entrance. The ruling depth is from 8 feet to 14 feet, with occasional patches from 4 feet to 6 feet.

“ Above Boat Harbour the river is a succession of rapids running over a shingle bed with still and apparently deep 
reaches between them. All the land on either side is cultivated with maize for a distance of 20 miles, following the course 
of the river. ' The Never Never or North Creek comes from the northward C J miles above Boat Harbour, and its banks are 
also cultivated for some distance upward.

“ The South Arm is much narrower than the North Arm, but for purposes of navigation it is far superior. There 
is nothing to stop any vessel which can come in over the outer crossing from proceeding right up above Picket Hill Creek, a • 
distance of nearly 10 miles. Unfortunately the soil does not become good until the obstructions to navigation begin, and 
little produce is grown below, comparatively.

“Handley’s Crossing, about 15 miles from the entrance, is the head of tidal influence. As in the North Arm, the 
stream above appeared a succession of rapids with deep pools between them. The banks are nothigh, but the wooded hills 
come close down to the water in places; the soil along the banks seemed very prolific.

“It is high-water full and change at the Government wharf near the entrance at 8h. 50m., and ordinary springs rise 
4.J feet.

“ Within the entrance numerous heaps of ballast are to be seen at low-water, deposited by small vessels coming here 
for cedar in past times ; they are to be seen in all directions, and are nearly all Sydney sandstone.'-

A perusal of the official papers shows that from 1879 to 1890 numerous representations were made by the residents, 
the Progress Association, shipping companies, &c., as to the shoal condition of the river entrance, and the necessity for 
improvement works ; but, with the exception of dredging within the entrance and up the river, no works were carried out, 
as it was considered that the expenditure of any small sum of money could not be productive of any great permanent benefit 
to the entrance. .

In March, 1890, Captain Howard reported that the navigable channel from the Government wharf to the Pilot 
Station was nearly straight out over the bar, and had a well-defined sand-bank on the southern side for nearly the’ whole 
distance, leaving a shallow opening about 200 feet wide near the South Spit. The channel had an average width of about 
250 feet, the northern side not being so well defined. He suggested that, if considered desirable to fix the entrance in this 

46—A position,
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E. E. P. position, a training-wall from the Government wharf to the outer South Head, slightly concave to the northward, would
Hickson, have the effect, and that the stone in the numerous ballast-heaps to be seen in all directions in the harbour might be collected

and used for this purpose. This would probably be the most inexpensive method of constructing the wall, as there appeared 
30 Mar., 1898. t° be sufficient stone within a mile of the work to build 1,000 feet of wall.

During 1890, the bar appears to have been in a very unsatisfactory condition—vessels went ashore and others were 
bar-bound for lengthened periods. Further representations were thereupon made by those concerned as to the danger and 
loss consequent on the bad state of the entrance, and on 27th November, 1890, Mr. Parley reported as follows

“I have not yet received Captain Howard’s complete survey of this entrance ; but, from the advauce tracing he has 
forwarded on with his reports, I am of the opinion that some useful work can be done towards guiding the channel and fixing 
the bar, by the construction of a training-wall from near the wharf under the Pilot Station, in a south-easterly direction 
towards the South Spit. i. v x '

The bottom here is all shifting sand, and being very much exposed to wash from seas that pass oter the bar, stone 
will be the only material suitable for its construction.

“To extend this dyke for the distance required, viz., about 1,000 yards, would take about 50,000 cubic yards 
of stone, allowing it to be 12 feet wide on top and 3 feet over high-water mark, and the probable cost would be about
£15>000- ... . ^ . . ....“From Captain Howard’s report, I have grave doubts as to the possibility of procuring stone for this work within a 
reasonable distance—the specimens he has collected are, with one exception, worthless, being of soft slaty formation, and 
likely to decompose in water. The one exception was stone broken from a boulder, but he has doubts whether any quantity 
of similar stone can be procured.

“Something may, however, be done towards starting the work by collecting the ballast now scattered about the 
harbour and probably causing harm in places and depositing this along the proposed line of dyke up to about mean-tide 
level. This will divert the current and, in an inexpensive manner, test the probable effect of the dyke were it completed.

“ While this work is in hand, a more thorough examination of the district could be made to ascertain whether any 
suitable stone can be obtained within a reasonable distance.

“ I suggest that the sum of £5,000 be placed on the Loan Estimates to provide a grab-dredge and some small punts, 
and make a start with collecting and depositing the ballast in the manner suggested.

“ Doing this work, which will be useful and complete in itself, will not in any way commit the country to any large 
expenditure, should any great difficulty arise in procuring material.”

On the_29th November, 1890, Captain Howard, who had made a very careful and complete survey of the Bellinger, 
forwarded his plans and report. A comprehensive scheme was thereupon laid down for the improvements. #

In June, 1891, the residents again petitioned the Government to proceed with the works ; the channel was said to 
be very intricate, and a training-wall would obviate this, and cause a straighter and deeper channel. It was thereupon 
decided to send a grab-dredge to the river, to lift the stone in the ballast-heaps and deposit it in a line extending seawards 
from the Government wharf,—the wall to be raised to low-water level only, so as to get as great a length of wall as possible 
with the material available. The dredge “ Chi” arrived on 4th August, 1891, and during the next six or nine months 
collected and deposited in the line of wall a large portion of this stone ; but in March, 1892, this source of supply was almost 
exhausted. A thorough search was therefore made by Mr. Carleton, in the surrounding country, for material with which 
to continue the wall. No really good stone, however, could be obtained ; but a soft clay-slate was found, which in the 
absence of better material he thought might be used. The best site for opening a quarry was at W.R. 90, on the south 

1 arm of the river, and about 6 miles by water from the entrance ; this stone has a weight of 140 lb. per cubic foot.
On 14th June, 1892, Mr. Darley reported as follows “ The construction of a training-wall on the south side of the 

. . entrance of this river, leading from the wharf near the Pilot Station, having been approved of some time ago, a dredge was
procured to collect all the scattered stone-ballast lying in heaps about the harbour, and deposit it on the line of the proposed 
training-wall, about 400 feet of which has been more or less formed up to half-tide level by this means. .

. “ The result of this work has been satisfactory, and sufficient to warrant me in recommending its continuation, as
a channel some 15 feet deep has scoured along the face of the wall, which is likely to remain permanent.

“There is no more ballast now available, nor is there any stone in the vicinity of the works,—the material about the 
Heads being only a soft clay-slate—useless for this work. > Tt j i • i • v* i

“ I find there is fairly good stone up the river on a water reserve about 7? miles from the Heads, which might be 
punted down. I propose, therefore, with the Minister’s sanction, to invite tenders for the quarrying, punting, and 
discharging of the stone in the training-wall at per ton, measured in the punts. We can then see what the cost is likely 
to be. There is a sum of £2,800 available for the work.” i j oo j

Ministerial approval having been given, tenders were invited, and that of W. R. Gowdery accepted on 22nd
September, 1892. ^ ^ ^ , ir r .. ,

In April, 1893, as the vote for the improvements was almost exhausted, Mr. O. 0. Dangar, on behalf ot the residents, 
wrote stating that the wall had more than fulfilled what was anticipated, and asked that provision, might be made for 
extending the work ; on which Mr. Darley reported that the effect of the wall in improving the channel so far had exceeded 
his expectations. He would, however, be glad to see the wall extended further seaward, and he had no doubt when this
was done the navigation would be greatly improved, and the channel fixed in a permanent position. .

. • On the vote becoming exhausted, the works were stopped ; but on strong representations of the residents, shipping
company, &c., being made as to the desirability of continuing the wall, work was again commenced, and has been continued 
up to the present time. '

The votes taken for the work have been as follows :— ’ _
1890—Loan ........................................................................................................................ £5,000
i Q04 .................;............. ........... 3,000
1894 ;; ....................................... 4,000
1895 „ ....................................................................................................................... 5>000
1896 „ ............................................................ ........................................................... . 10,000
1897 „ ........................................................................................................................ 6>000

■ Total ............................................................................ £33,000
The scheme now designed by Sir. Darley, and submitted for the consideration of the Committee, consists of northern 

and southern breakwaters 500 feet apart, training-walls extending up both sides of the North and South Arms for distances 
of about 3,500 feet and 9,000 feet respectively from the junction, and coating the river hank with stone where necessary to 
prevent erosion. The total length of breakwaters, training-walls, facing, &c., in the complete scheme is about 35,800 feet, 
the estimated cost being £171,300. The work carried out up to 31st December, 1897, consists in the construction of 
6,305 feet of the southern wall—3,115 feet being above the Government wharf and 3,190 feet below—and the partial 
construction of 1,600 feet of the northern wall, the total expenditure on which has been £25.985. Of the remainder of the 
scheme,.the portions now recommended are the extension of the south breakwater 60 feetfacing the right bank of South 
Arm 2,300 feet; constructing 1,500 feet of temporary bank, 3,000 feet of training-wall, and 1,070 feet of breakwater on the 
northern side of entrance, and also 5,750 feet of the inner training-wall at the junction of the two arms of the river 5 the 
estimated cost of these works being £36,000. With these improvements, it is probable that no further expenditure will be 
found necessary at the entrance for very many years to come, if at all.
2. What will be the cost of the complete scheme, including the money already expended? £171,000.
3. What will the scheme cost, excluding the work shown on the map by the dotted red lines ? £36,000.
4. What will he the effect of this expenditure? Personally I know very little of the river. I have only 
been there once, and then for a very short time. Mr. Darley will he able to give you what information
you want. .
5. Mr. Fegan.'] What trade are these improvements intended to serve ? The settlers all along the river
want some outlet for their produce. .
6. Will the expenditure of £171,000 include wharfage accommodation ? No ; there-will be no wharfage 
accommodation required.
7. A Government wharf is shown on the plan ? That is built. 8.
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8. Does it not strike you as strange that the people residing upon these rivers should never be called upon 
to pay anything towards the cost of improving them ? That is a question of policy which I am not in a 
position to give an opinion upon.
9. But the fact remains that no revenue is obtained from these improvements? No direct revenue ; but 
an indirect revenue is obtained from the increased sale of land. If the people have no means of getting 
their produce to market, you will not be able to dispose of your land.
10. The same thing might be said in regard to railway construction ? No doubt.
11. But the contention is not admitted with regard to railways;—what draught of boats will be able to go 
up the river when these works are completed ? I should like you to ask Mr. Darley that question.
12. How much have you already spent upon the river ? £25,000.
13. That expenditure will be of little value if the scheme now proposed is not carried out ? What we have 
done already has proved useful; but no doubt something further is required.
14. If the work were not continued what has already been done would be of very little use ? It would
be useful, so far as it goes. .
15. But the possibility is that the channel would soon fill up again ? I do not think it would fillup again.
I think there will always be deep water where we have made the wall; but to improve the entrance, further 
expenditure is necessary. .
16. Have you let this work by contract ? Yes.
17. For how much per ton have you let it ? Mr. Darley will tell you that.
18. How long has the work been going on ? Practically it commenced in 1890 with the dredging.
19. Mr. Hoskins.^ Do you know how many people there are living in the district ? I could not say, 
because I know very little about it.
20. No steamers trade there ? I do not think steamers trade there. I think the trade is done mostly by
ketches. ‘
21. I suppose half a dozen good-sized vessels could take away the produce of a whole year, taking one
load each ? I am not in a position to say. "
22. The alluvial flats are very narrow ? Yes.
23. This river is not like the Macleay, where there is a large quantity of alluvial land ? When you get
up the river you get into alluvial land ; but there is not anything like the same extent of it as there is on 
the Macleay or the Manning. .
24. Do you tnink the whole district is worth £171,000? It is only proposed to expend £36,000 now.
25. Will not the expenditure of that money be the expenditure of more than the district is worth, 
considering the small population and the fact that a great deal of the land is rough stony land ? I would 
not say that. It is not proposed to expend £171,000, nor do I think that expenditure necessary. I think 
that the expenditure of £36,000 will give all that is necessary, aud all that can reasonably be asked for. 
20. Mr. Wright.'] I suppose you can give us no idea as to the population of this district? No.
27. How far is it from the Bellinger to the Macleay ? About 30 miles.

. 28. How far is it to the Clarence ? About 80 miles.
29. And how far to the Nambucca ? About 15 miles.
30. Do you know any other country in the world where large sums of money have been spent upon three 
harbours within 30 miles of each other ? I cannot call to mind any parallel case, nor do I know any 
country where the conditions are the same as exist here. These rivers are completely isolated. It is not 
as if you could make one port and allow the produce from all the rivers to go to it. The rivers are as 
completely isolated as if they were hundreds of miles apart.
31. The Government propose the expenditure of large sums of money upon the improvement of each of 
these rivers ? Yes.
32. What is the depth of water in the Bellinger at the present time? Mr. Darley will give you that 
information.
33. Were you not formerly in charge of work of this kind? Yery little was being done on this river 
then.
34. The work that has been done is of comparatively recent date ? Yes.

It. S', ' i
Hickson.

30Mar^l898.

Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, sworn, and
examined :—•

35. Vice-Chairman.] Do you wish to make a statement to the Committee ? The statement, which, I C. VV. Darley.
understand, has been read by Mr. Hickson, contains the history of the proposal up to date. - •——>
36. Mr. Hoskins.] Have you visited the Bellinger Biver ? Yes. 30Mar., 1898.
37. Recently ? It is a year or eighteen months since I was there.
38. Is it a district with wide, extensive, rich alluvial flats, thickly settled, and capable of large production, 
or are the alluvial flats narrow, and only sparsely populated ? The district is not so rich as some of the 
other northern river districts, because the river flats are somewhat narrow. Still, I have not been through 
the district. I have mostly spent my time about the entrance to the river. I cannot say much of the 
country inland.
39. A good deal of the land fronting the river is not alluvial land? Near the entrance the land is very 
poor. As a rule the land at the entrance of all these rivers is poor. Higher up, however, there is a 
reasonable quantity of good land.
40. But nothing like the extent of good land upon the Macleay ? No. : .
41. Is there much trade to the river? Not very much at the present time.
42. Are there steamers trading there ? The trade is done mostly by . small vessels.
43. What loading do they get ? Maize and timber.
44. Judging from the statement of Mr. Hickson, the navigation of the river has been considerably improved
by the works already carried out by your Department ? Yes ; there has been a decided improvement 
already. ■ .
45. Do you think that, under the circumstances, there is a sufficient depth of water for the trade ? The 
entrance to the river is somewhat uncertain, because it changes its position so frequently. There is a very 
fair bar just now; but it might suddenly become very bad. No doubt the river has improved since we

carried
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C.W. Darley. carried out the southern training-wall. It is permanently better than it was originally. The channel will 
«<vvr'>Wifios never about again as it previously did. •
30Mar.,lsy». I gather that you have had exceptional difficulty in obtaining the stone required for training-walls ?

We can get stone good enough for training-walls, and inside work, but we have great difficulty in getting 
stone suitable for outside work. Practically, all that is proposed is inside work. _
47. You do not propose to carry out the breakwater shown on the plan P No ; I do not submit the
breakwaters to the Committee. .
48. Do you know the average depth of water on the bar ? Late reports give as much as 9 feet at high 
water ; but in January last there was as little as 7 feet.
49. That is about the depth upon the Macleay bar? Yes ; but the entrance to this river used to be much 
more crooked and difficult than the entrance to the Macleay.
50. Then it is evident that the improvements you have made have sufficed to enable the North Coast
Steamship Company to send steamers to the river ? A steamer has been running in there lately; but I 
do not know how frequently. _
51. I believe that you only propose to make good training-walls upon the two arms of the river ? That
is all that is put before the Committee. _
52. You do not propose to carry out the complete scheme costing £171,000? No. It is only proposed 
to spend £36,000.
53. Do you know if the trade of these rivers has increased very much of late years? I am not in a 
position to give any details about the trade of these rivers.
54. It is proposed to spend very large sums of money in improving them ; but the population appears to
be very small? Many of these districts are unquestionably kept back by the state of the bars, which 
prevent settlement. If you open up a district, settlement is improved. The bars at the entrances to 
several of these rivers are so bad, and the insurance charges so heavy, that people are prohibited from 
shipping goods. .
55. That does not apply to the Bellinger, because the entrance to that river has been improved ? It has 
been somewhat improved.
56. Do you think that an expenditure of £36,000 will suffice to make a good navigable channel for vessels 
drawing 7 feet or 8 feet of water ? With the assistance of a dredge. I should like to increase the 
estimate by running a training-wall up the concave bank of the North Arm, because we have always found 
great difficulty in keeping that channel open ; but I have cut the work down as much as possible. At the 
present time a craft going up the North Arm, where the chief settlement lies, has to follow a tortuous and 
uncertain channel, and, in fact, the channel is often so bad that it is found better to go along Back Creek. 
We have, from time to time, to dredge the northern entrance to Back Creek, and we have also done a

• great deal of dredging to keep the North Arm open; but if the trade warranted it I should like to construct
a training-wp,ll along the concave bank of the North Arm. We should then get deep water right down the 
North Arm, and the current would make a more direct scour and tend to improve the bar. _
57. What would the wall that you speak of cost ? £15,000. But I have not put it before the Committee
because I do not think that we are justified in spending the money. The Committee will observe that I 
propose to construct a training-wall upon the eastern side of the North Arm, near its junction with the 
South Arm, and to join it to the main land by what we term a temporary bank. That bank we are 
constructing with fascines and sand-bags, to try and divert the water into one channel. At the present 
time the river flows all over the flats, and the current is not properly directed towards the entrance.
58. Did not the river once find its way out through the channel to the left of the Government wharf ? 
Two or three times when I have been up there the entrance has been much further south. On one 
occasion the steamer followed a channel which was situated where sand hummocks are now shown on the 
map. There are a number of ballast heaps scattered about on the sand, showing where small vessels have 
unloaded ballast before entering the river. The wall that we have made has concentrated the scour to some 
extent, and has thus improved the bar.
59. Will not the water of the South Arm meeting with the water of the North Arm have a tendency to make 
a deposit of sand and silt at the end of the point between the two arms ? Nothing of serious consequence. 
The current would cut through any bank there. The current coming down the North Arm will follow the 
west wall, and will continue straight across to the training-wall on the South Arm, and follow the concave 
curve out to sea.
60. Do you consider that if the proposed works are carried out it will materially benefit the river ? Yes.
61. Mr. Wright.1^ Have you paid many visits to the Bellinger Biver ? I have been there four times.
62. I suppose this scheme has been suggested by the reports and the lengthy observations of your officers 
stationed on the river ? Yes.
63. In every case of this kind you send officers to make some stay on the river? We have had officers
there to make surveys, and to collect information. _
64. Can you tell the Committee what the population of the Bellinger is ? I have not obtained that 
information.
65. You have confined your inquiries to matters connected with the scheme itself? Yes ; I have not had 
time to do anything else. I have generally gone into the river on one tide and come out on the next. I 
have not been up the river for any distance.
66. The Committee have had before them a proposal for a rather extensive outlay upon the Macleay. 
Now we have a similar proposal in regard to the Bellinger, and, subsequently, we shall have a similar 
proposal in regard to the Nambucca. All these rivers are comparatively near to each other ? Yes. ■
67. I think it is 16 miles from the Bellinger to the Nambucca, and hardly 15 miles from the Nambucca to 
the Macleay? The Bellinger and the Nambucca are quite close to each other.
68. I suppose no survey has been made to determine the possibility of connecting the three rivers ? Each 
river must stand by itself. A port upon one river would be of no use to the other rivers.
69. It might be possible to connect the rivers by an inexpensive canal;—has that aspect of the case been
dealt with ? I do not think it would be possible to connect the rivers by a canal. There is high land 
between the Nambucca and the Macleay. ‘
70. If you could connect the rivers, would it not be better to make only one good entrance ? It would 
be far more costly to connect the rivers than to improve the entrance of each of them.
71. I do not think there is much high land between them ? There is a dividing range between the
Nambucca and the Macleay. 72.
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72. It seems to me extraordinary and without precedent that it should be proposed to make three harbours C. W. Darley. 
within 15 or 20 miles of. each other ? I do not think you can call these harbours. It is only proposed
to improve^ the mouths of the rivers. Nature has made the rivers, and there is good land there for 3b Mar.,1898, 
people to live upon. .
73. You say that we are not making harbours ? There is good land there, and we are giving access to it.
There is a certain amount of inland navigation which can be kept open by dredging, and it is proposed 
to improve it,. It might be possible to make a connection, such as you suggest, between the Nambucca 

.and the Bellinger; but 1 do not think you could make a connection between the Macleay and the 
Nambucca.
74. Do you know of any similar case upon the coast of England, Ireland, or Erance? I do not know of 
any other place where there are three rivers of this size so close to each other, and where there is such 
inducement for navigation. The only outlet the people of the district have for their produce is by way 
of these rivers.
75. What records have you in regard to the Bellinger bar ? Eecords have been taken for a great many 
years back. I have with me records for the the last two years.
76. What has been the state of the bar during that period ? This time two years ago there were only 
4 feet of water upon the bar, and in August of the same year there were only 4 feet of water upon the 
bar; but in the interval there had been as much as 7 feet upon the bar.
77. The produce of the district consists almost entirely of timber or maize? I think so.
78. What is the state of the river during. the maize season, that is from the middle of February to, 
perhaps, the middle of May ? In 1896, it was at its worst then ; but there is no regularity. We have 
no regular seasons, and the state of the bar depends upon the rainfall.
79. Does the pilot there keep a record of the state of the bar ? Yes; I think you could get it from the
Marine Board. 8
80. Do you expect a very large scour of sand when the training-walls are completed ? Not a very large
scour of sand. _ •
81. What has been the effect of the work already completed ? There is deep water all along the wall.
82. Has the bar been deepened, or has it been made shallower ? The water upon the bar has been 
deepened, because the scour has been concentrated. The bar is situated where the outer ends of the 
two breakwaters are shown on the plan.
83. You have reason to believe that it the proposed works were constructed the entrance to the river would 
be permanently deepened ? I think the entrance would be permanently improved.
84. Is there no danger of the sand-spit drifting down from the south across the entrance ? No ; the ebb 
and flow of the tide would keep the entrance open.
85. Is there any danger of a break-through above the training-wall ? I do not think so.
86. Are all the works comprised in the scheme shown upon the plan, or are there other works to be 
proposed,at a subsequent date? All the works, I think, the district requires are shown on the plan.
87. Will you fill up Back Creek, or will you leave it open ? I propose to leave it open for the present.
88. Will any dredging be done on the Never Never Creek and on the North Creek.? We shall have to 
dredge there almost constantly.
89. What will be the permanent cost of keeping the channels clear by dredging ? One dredge will do 
the whole river. We move the dredge about to deal with the worst places.
90. What would be the annual cost of a dredge suitable for the work ? A dredge costs something like
£2,000 a year. '
91. Do you think the country is justified in spending a large capital sum in improving the navigation of 
this river, and an annual sum in maintaining it ? That is a question of policy. I simply receive instructions 
to design a scheme for the improvement of the river.
92. Mr: FeganJ] Do you find that Back Creek is getting shallower as you go on with your work ? No ; 
the only place that gives trouble there is the entrance to Back Creek from the North Arm. There is a 
tendency to shoal there. I should like to practically close Back Creek by constructing a training-wall 
along the eastern side of the North Arm, to concentrate the scour.
93. That would make a better job of it than is at present proposed ? It would maintain a good depth of 
water all the way down the North Arm.
94. And save dredging ? It would save a good deal of dredging. , •
95. Then why have you not proposed the work ? Because I thought that £36,000 was enough to spend 
upon the place.
96. But would it not be cheaper to make the wall than to go on dredging ? "Well, vou do not always have
to dredge there. You only have to touch it up now and then. . *
97. Vice-QJiairman^ Can you say what has been the expenditure upon this river each year? The votes
obtained one year have generally been expended in the following year. As a rule we have just expended 
one vote when we get the next. Once or twice we have anticipated a vote. '
98. Can you say how much of the first vote was expended upon permanent work, and how. much was
expended upon dredging ? A portion of the first vote was spent in the construction of a dredge ■ but I 
cannot say how much. ° ’
99. In the following years how much was spent upon work of a permanent character, and how much was 
spent upon maintenance ? Part of the first vote was expended in constructing a dredge; but with the 
exception of that amount, all the money has been spent upon permanent work.
100. What would be the annual cost of keeping the-river navigable, if the work proposed by you were 
carried out? A dredge would cost about £2,000 a year.
101. What has been the annual charge hitherto ? It has averaged about that.
102. So that there will be no saving .upon the annual expenditure ? If the proposed works were carried
out, I think that the dredge would be needed only occasionally. Perhaps we should be able to make one 
dredge do for two rivers. • .
103. Upon what part of the river have you spent most money ? Most of the dredging has been done 
below Fernmont. By far the larger portion of the expenditure has taken place near the entrance The 
total expenditure upon dredging to date has been £29,000 ; of that amount about £18,000 has been spent 
m. dredging near the entrance, and at Back Creek, and about £11,000 higher up the river.
104. That expenditure was spread over what period ? Over a period of ten years. *
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O. W. Darley. 105. Commander Howard speaks of a training-wall, which would give a good depth of water up to the 
wharf ? The wall has been made.

30 Mar., 1898.106. Has it ensured a deep channel up to the wharf ? Yes. .
107. What disabilities do the residents of this district labour under at the present time, so far as the
river is concerned ? The chief difficulty in the navigation of the river lies in the crossing at the entrance. 
There are certain shoals in the river, but the worst of them have been cut through. The works now 
proposed get over the worst part of the river. # .
108. Could any other work now proposed be dispensed with, and still allow a fair entrance to the river to
be given ? I do not think so. I have cut the scheme down as low as possible. We must either carry out 
this scheme, or leave the work alone. . .
109. If nothing is done will the residents have a better river than they would have, if the expenditure
which has already taken place had not been made ? Yes. .
110. During last year and the previous year the expenditure seems to have reached about £16,000. If, as
the result of that expenditure, the condition of the river is now fairly good, do you think that it is 
absolutely necessary to expend £36,000 more ? There is no doubt that the proposed expenditure will save 
something in dredging. A dredge costs about £2,000 a year, and if the whole scheme were carried out, 
the probability is that a considerable part of that sum would be saved. _
111. What would be the saving ? I should think that half of that amount might be saved ; you might
keep one dredge upon two rivers, instead of putting a dredge upon each river. One dredge might be 
sufficient then for the Bellinger and the Nambucca. . .
112. You do not want to make any recommendation ; you simply give the Committee your opinion as to
the probable effect of the proposed works ? I do not feel qualified to give an opinion as to the necessity 
for these works, because I have not been far enough up the river to form an opinion as to the value of the 
district. • « i-i
113. Mr. Wright.'] Do I understand you to say that, if, out of a proposed expenditure of £1/1,000,
£36,000 is spent, the residents will get a fair river ? I think the expenditure of £36,000 will be 
sufficient. .
114. That would make the total expenditure about £62,000 ? Yes; the works already carried out are
not sufficient. Something further should be done. j j

^ 115. Viue-Chairman.] You might.explain why you have added £100,000 for the work shown by dotted red
lines if the'expenditure is unnecessary and not recommended? My practice is always to design a complete 
scheme, and then to say how much of it can be omitted for the present to give a sufficient improvement. 
Then, when a district develops, and a better class of steamers is demanded for the trade, the improvement 
can be increased by the extension of the work. I always find it better to do that than to recommend a 
scheme which cannot be enlarged hereafter. ’ • -e
116. Mr. O'Connor.] All the work you are doing now is solid? It is part of a complete design, and if an
extension is needed we should not have thrown away any money. _
117. Mr. Wright.] You say to the Ministry, “Here is my scheme for making a permanent improvement 
to this river. If the scheme is only partly carried out, it will give a fair measure of relief; but to get a 
perfect scheme the whole design should be carried out”? Yes; in the return I prepared for the Minister 
I showed him what the completed scheme would cost, and in another column the expenditure now 
recommended. I think it was the latter amount which was put before the Committee.
118. Vice-Chairman.] You put the complete design before the Minister—a design, it may be described, to 
carry out in the future, but which is not necessary now? Yes; I recommended the expenditure of £36,500, 
and we spent something since then.
119. Is the work still going on ? The work is still in progress, under a contract terminable at a month s 
notice.
120. What part of the scheme is now being carried out? The eastern training-wall on the North Arm,
and the extension outwards of the southern training-wall, on the South Arm. • _ _
121. What is the object of making a wall on the western side of the North Arm, if Back Creek is now 
being used instead of the North Arm ? Back Greek is only used intermittently .
122. Will not Back Creek be the regular channel until the training-wall costing £15,000, to which you 
have referred, is carried out ? No; Back Creek is only used when the North Arm gets bad.
123. Is the Back Creek channel always navigable ? • No ; occasionally it chokes up.
124. Is the North Arm navigable at the present time ? The traffic goes through the North Arm at the 
present time. Of course the channel may be closed next week. It alters very much.
125. When the North Arm is not open, can you always use Back Creek? When the North Arm gets very 
bad we are generally called upon to dredge the entrance from it into Back Creek.
126. Is the rest of Back Creek always navigable ? It has been dredged several times and is always filling 
up again; otherwise the best channel is in Back Creek.
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THURSDAY, 31 HAROS, 1898.
Jprismt:—

The Hon. FREDEEICK THOMAS HHMPHERT (Yice-Chaibhan).
The Hon. James Hoskins. John Lionel Eegan, Esq.

• The Hon. Daniel O’Connob. Eeancis Augustus Weight, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger River.

Charles Edward Rennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined:—
127. Mr. Re(janP\ You produce a map showing the area of country which would be benefited if the C. E. Bennie,
works proposed to be carried out at the entrance to the Bellinger River were carried out ? I cannot ' '
say how far the beneficial effect of these improvements will be felt; but, as in previous cases, I have 31- Mar-> 1898. 
taken in the whole watershed of the river. On the map the alienated land is shown tinted blue; it 
comprises 34,300 acres. The reserves are shown tinted green ; they comprise 17,500 acres. The Crown
land is tinted brown, and comprises 241,200 acres. The whole of the Crown land is untenanted, unless 
it may be for an annual lease here and there.
128. Do you know what rental is paid for these leases, if they exist ? Ho. We do not keep a record
of annual leases. For all I know there may be none at all. The whole of the land shown by brown .
tint is unoccupied.
129. Do you think that the Crown will be able to lease this land if the proposed works are carried out ?
I do not think so. I believe that the country is thickly wooded, and mostly inferior land. The 
alienated land follows the creek, and is, of course, the best land in the district. So far as we can judge, 
there is not likely to be much extension of settlement there. The only opening seems to be in con
nection with the timber traffic. There is an area of 20,700 acres at the head of the river which is now 
being got ready for settlement.
130. Dnder what conditions ? It will be cut up into homestead selections or settlement leases. The land 
is now being inspected by a surveyor, and is being got ready for settlement. It is not likely that any 
land will be occupied further back than that. A few small areas—40-acre blocks, similar to those on the 
North Arm of the river—may be taken up on the South Arm ; but there cannot be any settlement of 
consequence there. So far as we can judge, no great extension of settlement in the district is likely.
131. Have you any other information to give us f I do not think so.
132. Mr. Wright.'] What is the total length of the brown patch shown on the map, from east to west ?
Between 30 and 40 miles.
133. I suppose you consider that the western part of that land would, come within the sphere of the river 
influence ? So far as I know it would. The area shown on the plan is bounded by the range forming the 
watershed of the river.
134. You assume that nearly the whole of this land is inferior ? I happen to know that it is unsuitable 
for close settlement.
135. It is not occupied now ? No ; it is thickly timbered country. "
136. The fact that it is unoccupied is strong presumptive evidence of its unsuitability for settlement?
I am told that it is so thickly timbered that there is very little grass there, and that it is not profitable 
to put it under pastoral occupation.
137. Is it brush country, or open forest land ? I could not say.
138. The gullies of the eastern slope along the coast contain brush timber, more or less ? I believe so. I 
am of opinion that there is good timber in this district.
139. But you do no.t think there is much good land ? I believe not.
140. Is there any area of good land in the reserves ? I think not. There are two large reserves near the 
sea-coast, but they both contain forest land. The probability is that that country is inferior.
141. So that the total area of land'upon the Bellinger, which is of any value for settlement, is something 
less than 40,000 acres ? Yes, judging from the amount of alienation that has taken place there. The 
country tinted brown has been open to settlement for a long time, but it has not been taken up.
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Thomas Ratcliffe, pilot, Bellinger River, sworn, and examined:—
142. Mr. Hoskins.] Are you still stationed at the Bellinger River ? Yes. T. Ratcliffe.
143. How long have you been stationed there ? I shall have been stationed there six years next August. ^—\
I have had experience of the Bellinger for eighteen years. I have traded there, and before I went into 31 Mar., 1898. 
the Government service I had charge of the tugboat there. •
144. All the good land in the district has been alienated, has it not ? The settlement in the district is 
increasing every year. Every steamer brings fresh families, who go up the Dorrigo way. All that is 
wanted is a good entrance to the river, so as to give direct communication with Sydney. I think there 
would be more cargo sent from the Bellinger if the river were in a better condition.
145. Would not Goff’s Harbour be the harbour for the Dorrigo district? I do not think so, while the 
Bellinger is open.
146. The Bellinger District is one of the earliest settled districts in the Colony ? Yes ; but up to within 
two years ago there has been no means of getting the produce from there to market, and a considerable 
number of settlers have had to leave the river.
147. They have abandoned their farms ? Yes, and other farmers have taken up the land.
148. What has been the cause of the demand for land during the last few years ? The improved condition 
of the river. From what I have heard from many residents, that is what has brought them.
•149. Before two years ago, were steamers trading to the Bellinger ? Steamers have been trading to the 
Bellinger for the last eight years. •
150. How large is the steamer that now trades there ? 146 tons.
151. How much does she draw ? About 8 feet of water.
152. How often does she go to the Bellinger ? Once a week regularly since the entrance has been
improved. 153.



982

8 ' PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

T. Ratcliffe. 253. Is she frequently delayed at the har by stress of weather ?
A 154. How often has she been delayed within the last two years ?

No ; very seldom.
_ Not more than half a dozen times.

31 Mar.,189$. WhatTaTbeen the average detention ? A day or two days.' It has not been more.than three days.
156. It has never been a fortnight, or a month ? No. , . ,
157. Are there many sailing vessels trading to the river ? About two a month regularly ; but the number 
will increase, because a new mill has just been erected. A gentleman named Ellis has just shiited. a targe 
sawmill on to the Bellinger. He told me that he would not have thought of putting the mill there but
for the improved condition of the river. . , , . ,
158. Has the population increased principally because of the number of people who have been attracted
to the district by the chance of getting employment at the sawmills, or have the people gone there to 
farm ? They have been attracted by the opportunities for farming. , _ „
159. The land there which is adapted for the growth of maize is very limited m area—-the flats are narrow . 
The flats are very narrow; but in the majority of cases the settlers have only tried the land just along the 
river banks, where they can put the maize into punts easily: they have never gone on to the land turther 
back. A great many settlers have not got one-half or one-fourth of their land under cultivation.
160. Have you ever been up on to the ridges where there is unalienated G-overnment land . 1 have not
been far back from the river. I have been 15 miles back, and I know that a good many of the ridges are 
not good for anything ; but in many of the gullies there is splendid land.
161. But the strips are very narrow ? They are very narrow in places. .
162. The Bellinger district will never support a large population? I do not think it will.
163. It is not like the Hunter, the Clarence, or the Bichmond districts ? No. . b ,
164. The estimated cost of the whole design, shown on the map before the Committee, is ±,171,901); vlo 
you think the country would be justified in spending so large an amount in improving the navigation ot a 
river which serves such a small district? I feel very doubtful whether such an expenditure would be
warranted. . . . „00 nnn
165. The Engineer-in-Chief proposes to spend only £36.000 at the present time, m addition to ±o3,UUO 
which has already been spentdo you not think that that is a very liberal proposal tor such a small 
district ? The population is very small in this district, but I think it warrants the expenditure. It these 
improvements are carried out dairying will go ahead. A lot of land that is not used now could be used tor

166. Do you speak of the land on the ridges ? A good deal of the land on the ridges can be used for
grazing and dairying. a; rm.
167. It is very heavily-timbered country ? The mills will soon clear a good deal ot the timber ott. there 
is splendid timber on the Bellinger—enough for many years to come.
168. What kinds of timber ? Tallow-wood, blackbutt, and ironbark. , ,
169. Are there many people employed at the saw-mills there ? Upon the average, twenty-live hands at
each mill. , • i j x-u170. And teamsters and bullocks are employed in drawing logs? Tes ; but I do not include them.
171. I suppose two or three small vessels are constantly employed in taking timber away . borne ot the
mills send away two vessels a month, and the new mill will send away three. t ,
172. Is the timber good timber? It is reckoned to be some of the best on the INorthern Coast.
173. Tallow-wood is a good timber ? A very good timber. , . ^ -u • q r
174. Do you think tlie improvements designed will be of advantage to the navigation oi the river, i 
think you can hardly do without the eastern wall. It will be necessary to keep a scour running directly
through the entrance. . mi. -l u
175. Have the walls already constructed increased the depth of ivater in the channel. They have been
a splendid success. . ,. . .
176. Have you any great difficulty in piloting vessels in and out of the river now . Within the last two
years things have been very easy. Before that we could not get a steamer drawing 6 feet 6 inches up to 
the Government wharf, except at Spring-tide, and then we had a difficult job. We could never manage 
it without anchors and chains. _ . ,
177. The Government has had a dredge employed on the river a good deal. There is a sand-pump
there now. . . . .
178. It is proposed to pump up sand and to deposit it behind the stones of the training-walls, so that it 
will not flow into the river again? I think it is a very good idea. That arrangement will fill up behind 
the walls much more quickly than it would happen if it were loft to nature.
179. There are no rocks at the entrance, only sand ? Only sand.
180. Could the sand-pump dredge be worked at the entrance ? It would be too risky. i x j
181. Are any shoals created in the river by diverse currents ? There is a shoal down at the south-east end
of the island, which extends across the channel. I am of opinion, however, that, as the wall there is 
brought further down, the shoal will be cut away. ^ m ■
182. Has the construction of the training-wall created deep water along the face of them r On an average
there is about 10 feet of water all along the wall from the wharf down. _ .
183. What is the depth of water upon the shoal to which you have referred? It is practically dry there 
at low water.
184. What depth is there at high water ? Three feet. _ j-u t> i i
185. Vessels cannot go up the North Arm now ? No ; they at present time have to go round by Back Creek.
186. The Engineer-in-Chief tells us that if a training-wall is madeon the North Arm it will cause a better
scour ? Ves, and a much better bar, because the scour will be truer. _
187. Mr. Wright.-] Whereabouts is the pilot-station at the Bellinger ? Just opposite the entrance.
188. Vou had considerable experience upon the coast before you became a pilot ? I have had about 
twenty-four years’ experience upon the coast.
189. What 'current is there off the mouth of the Bellinger? It would average from 1-g- to 2 knots an
hour. Close in upon the beach there is a northern current; but when you get out about a mile, the current 
is southerly. .
190. Is it always northerly in-shore ? Not always. Sometimes after an easterly gale we have a strong
set along the beach to the southward ; but generally the current in-shoie is northerly. _ •
191. Is there any dancer of the sand accumulating at the entrance through the action of these two 
currents ? I do not think so. 192.
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192. You think that the scour will carry the sand out into deep water? Yes, and I think there will be ^ Ratcliffe.
a set round each wall which will keep the entrance clear. _
193. You do not apprehend any danger of a shallower bar being caused by these works ? I do not think ar-’ ' 
we shall be troubled by the bar if the breakwaters are carried out as proposed.
194. It is not proposed to carry out the breakwaters, but only the training-walls ? Well, I am of opinion
that the southern wall should be carried along another 200 feet to do any good. .
195. You think that to make this work effective the whole scheme should be carried out? No ; I do not 
think the wall down the east- side of Long Island would be altogether necessary. If the creek were 
blocked, and a short wall were made there, and the southern wall lengthened by 200 feet, I think the 
scour would be sufficient. The tendency of the current is to keep along the south wall.
196. It is not proposed to block up Back Creek;—do you think that is wise ? I do not think it would bo 
a good thing to leave Back Creek open, because it is bound to interfere with the scour ; but if no dredging 
is done the creek will be closed by the sand.
197. It is proposed to confine the scour on the North Arm by training-walls, and to leave Back Creek 
open to assist the scour of the South Arm ? I think the scour would be better if Back Creek were 
blocked.
198. You think that each arm should have its own flow of-water ? Yes; if you take away any of the 
water of the main arm, a great scour will be necessary to keep the channel clear.
199. You do not think that the southern wall has been carried out far enough ? No.
200. You think that it would be better than to extend the southern wall to construct the western training- 
wall ? Yes.
201. There would be a saving in expense if your plan were carried out ? I think there] would be a 
considerable amount saved if you left out the western training-walls.
202. All the old ballast left in the river has been used, has it not ? Yes ; so far as possible.
203. Where do they propose to get the stone for this work? When vessels come in with ballast we 
generally put it on top of the wall.
204. But where is it proposed to get the stone for these new works ? I do not know that there is any 
other quarry than that which they are using now, and which is situated about 7f miles up the south arm.
205. What kind of stone is it ? The stone is of a slatey nature.
206. Does it break up in the water ? I have watched it, and I have not seen a fret since it was used.
If anything, it gets harder in water. ,
207. I suppose it is not a true slate ? No.
208. So far as your knowledge goes, the stone that is being used is good enough for the purpose ? Yes ; 
but I think that the stone used upon the extension of the southern wall should be larger than that used 
now.
209. Can they get larger stone ? They could get larger stone out of the quarry.
210. Is there a tug stationed at the Bellinger ? Yes. . '
211. I suppose you do not take in steamers ? Sometimes.
212. Have not the trading captains exemptions ? They have ; but they generally depend upon the pilot.
213. They are afraid to rely upon their own judgment, because of the shifting character of the bar?
They seldom rely upon their own judgment; they generally depend upon the pilot.
214. Can you give the Committee any idea of the tonnage entering and leaving the Bellinger in one year ?
I keep a record of it, but I have not got that record with me.
215. Can you tell us the outward tonnage approximately ? Last year the'output of maize was 54,000 bags.
216. In round figures, 5,000 tons ? Yes.
217. Can you tell us anything about the timber ? I believe there were 172,000 feet of hardwood sent away.
218. Do you think that the Bellinger sends away every month timber and maize to the weight of 1,000 
tons ? I am doubtful if it does. You could average the timber at 30,000 feet a fortnight. We average 
two sailing vessels a month apart from the steamer.
219. The steamer does not take timber ? No.
220. Do you know what freight is paid to bring timber to Sydney ? 2s. 9d. per 100 /eet.
221. What freight is paid for maize ? Is. 6d. a bag.
222. Then the freight from the Bellinger is 50 per cent, more than the freight from the Macleay ? Yes ;
15s. a ton is paid for all freight going into the Bellinger.
223. I suppose the freight is higher owing to the difficulties of navigation there ? Yes.
224. Have you any idea what the insurance rates are upon the two rivers? They are about the same.
225. Upon the hull and upon the cargo ? It is 12 per cent, upon the hull in the case of each river.
226. So that the insurance people regard the Bellinger as being as safe as the Macleay ? Yes, at the 
present time.
227. You spoke about the people there going in for dairying;—if they did that, would not the production 
of maize be less ? No, I think it would be more. - One man there, three months ago, bought an estate 
for £8,000, intending to go in for dairying.
228. But if people go in for dairying, will not the production of maize be less ;—if the people there 
devote, their energies to the production of butter instead of to maize-growing, there will be less freight for 
the ships ? Yes ; but that will be made up in value.
229. Do you think it likely that they will go in for dairying upon the outside lands, and continue the 
maize-growing upon the flats ? I think that when they go in for dairying they will also go in for pig
breeding, and so on, and they will want a good deal of maize to keep things going.
230. Do you think the output of maize will decrease ? I think it will increase.
231. Although a great deal of it will be consumed locally, and a great deal of land will be used for 
dairying ? Yes.
232. The production can only increase by the increase in population ;—is there likely to be an increase in 
population ? I think so.
233. How far up the river are the banks cultivated ? Bor a considerable distance above navigation point—
20 miles further up.
234. What is the distance from the Heads to Pernmount ? Six miles.
235. Pernmount is the head of navigation? Per sea-going vessels; but the droghers go up to Bellingen,
3 miles further.
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T. Itatcliffe. 236. There navigation practically ceases ? Tes. _ '
237. What is the country like between the Heads and Bellingen ? It is splendid country.

31 Mar., 1898. 238. Is it all good? Tes. '
239. Is the piece of land lying between the North Arm and Back Creek good? That land is no good at 
all. Tou get into good land almost immediately after you enter the main river.
240. Bor some miles up the river above navigation point there is good cultivation ? Tes.
241. I suppose the produce is brought down to Bellingen by drays? Tes; and it is then punted to 
the Heads.
242. As a sailor, and as a pilot having an intimate knowledge of the place, do you think the proposed
works will be beneficial to the navigation of the river ? Tes. .
243. Do you think the country will be justified in spending £40,000 or £50,000 more than has already 
been spent in carrying out these works ? As the country has already spent so much, I thiuk it will be 
cheaper to finish the work.
244. To the extent of the improvements to which you have already referred? Tes.
245. jJ/ir. O'Connor J] At the present time you are able to take a steamer of 150 tons burden into and out 
of the river comfortably ;—to what extent will the harbour be improved when these works are completed ? 
I am of opinion that when they are completed the steamer will be able to come and go whenever she likes.
246. Will you be able to take in a steamer of 250 tons then ? Tes, comfortably. I am under the impression 
that there will be 12 feet of water there.
247. That would float a ship of 300 or 400 tons ? Tes.' I believe that when the improvements are made
we shall be able to bring in any of the coasting steamers. _ _ _
248. Will the improvement of this river, and the additional facilities that will be offered to shipping, tend
to increase the population of the district ? I think so. _ _
249. It will give an inducement for people to remain in the district, and to cultivate their land ? Tes.
250. These works will tend to keep people upon the soil there ? They will enable them to r.emain upon
the soil. . ....
251. And others will be attracted there ? Tes ; people will have more encouragement to cultivate than 
they have now. Now they only cultivate just round about their houses.
252. The cultivation is neglected now ? Tes ; it is neglected.
253. That is because of the want of a market ? Tes ; the people there have become discontented. In 
many cases people have had to give their crops to the pigs, because they could not get them taken away.

’ 254. Mr. Fegan.'] What depth of water is there at low-tide in Back Creek ? There is fairly good water 
all through the creek, until you get up to the top. There is an average of 5 feet along the creek at low 
water. _ . . .
255. What is about the width of the creek ? About 130 feet in places; but in other places it is narrowed 
down to about 100 feet.
256. _ What will be the width of the river between the walls ? 600 feet.
257. Do you say that the harbour navigation will be restricted to vessels of 300 or 400 tons, upon the 
completion of the work ? Tes.
258. Will not larger vessels be able to come up? -Not up the river.
259. Is not the rock 30 feet below water-level at the entrance? That was what Captain Howard 
made it.
260. Do you not think you will have 14 or 15 feet of water there ? Tes ; but I am doubtful if any ship
will be able to go further up than the Heads. I think that will be the furthest point reached by shipping 
of any size. _ _
261. Is the width at the mouth only 600 feet? The width there is 500 feet.
262. Do you not think this is a huge expenditure to undertake to provide harbour accommodation for 
vessels of 300 or 400 tons ? Tes; but I think the improvement of the place will bring larger boats into 
the trade.
263. Tou know what the sand-pumps can do ? Tes.
264. What sand-pump is up there now ? The “ Thetis.”
265. She is only a small dredge ? Tes. _
266. Dredges like the “Juno” and the “ Jupiter,” would soon make the sand disappear? Tes.
267. If the training-walls were constructed, it would be a small matter to dredge a channel for large 
vessels ? I do not think the bed-rock is very far down, when you get up about a quarter of a mile.
268. How far down do you think the bed-rock is there? I do not think it is more than from 15 to 20 feet 
down in one place.
269. Would not that float a vessel of 700 or 800 tons ? Tes.
270. So that, should the district become more thickly populated, and warrant the employment of larger 
vessels in the trade, the river could be dredged? I have not the least doubt that the river could be dredged 
and made a splendid river.
271. What water do you get down the South Arm? There is an average of from 7 to 10 feet. The bottom 
is very uneven until you get about 5 miles up, and then there is a rock right across the channel, with from 
4 ft. 3 in. to 5 feet of water upon it at low-tide.
272. How far up is that ? The river is navigable to vessels of 7 feet draught for a distance of 8-| miles.
273. The South Arm is not dangerous ? No. It has a better channel than the North Arm, but for this 
rock I speak of.
274. But the North Arm is the more important ? Tes.
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. Henry Spondly, Compiler, G-overnment Statistician’s Office, sworn, and examined :—
275. Jfr. WrightHave you a statement to make to the Committee, with regard to the population upon H. Spondly. 
the Bellinger Biver ? Yes; I have prepared the following statement for the information of the ^' 
Committee :— 31 Mar., 18S8.

HARBOUR,at the mouth of the Bellinger.

Estimated population at end of 1897

Occupied area :— '
Crown lands .....................................
Alienated lands :—

Freehold.................................
Private leasehold.................

Total ......................
Unoccupied area ..........

Total area..............
Area under crop

Wheat ..................................
Maize............................... .
Other grain crops..................
Lucerne and sown grasses ...
Sorghum ..............................
Root crops..............................
Tobacco.................................
Sugarcane ...................... .......
Vineyards and orchards......
Market gardens ..................
Minor crops ..........................

Total ......................

Bellinger.

No.
1,870 Area under permanent artificially-sown grasses

Bellinger.

acres.
3,400

acres.
5,300

22,100
8,200

30,300

35,600
213,700

249,300

Production 
Wheat ... 
Maize ...
Hay .....
Potatoes
Sugarcane

.bushels

.bushels

..... tons

..... tons

..... tons

Live stock :— 
Horses ...

204,600
60

130
125

No.
860

4,360
60

5
40
60

20
30
10
60

Cattle :—
Dairy .............
Ordinary .....

Total

Sheep
Swine

4,635 Production of butter

730
1,560

2,290

220
ft.

40,950

276. You can give us no information as to the amount of timber exported from the district ? No.
277. Have you any statistics showing the value of the trade to the Bellinger ? No. No record is kept of 
imports and exports except imports and exports beyond the Colony.
278. The population of this district is under 2,000, the area cultivated is less than 5,000 acres, the production 
of butter is less than 50,000 lb. a year, and the production of maize is something like 200,000 bushels ? 
Yes. Of course the district is a very small one, Woolgoolga and Goff’s Harbour on the north, and 
Nambucca on the south, being so close to it.
279. What is the population of the Baleigh electorate P About 8,300 at the present time.
280. That electorate embraces part of Woolgoolga, the Bellinger, Nambucca, and Coff’s Harbour? Yes, 
and part of the Macleay—practically everything north of the Macleay.

William Sydney Preddey, sworn, and examined :—■
281. Vice-Chairman.^ Are you engaged in business ? I am at present out of business; but for twenty- w. S.
seven years I was a timber merchant. Preddey.
282. In Sydney ? Yes; and my business also connected me with the Macleay, the Bellinger, the Nambucca, /■—
and Coffs Harbour. 31 Mar., 1898.
283. Jfr. Vegan.'] I suppose you have exported a great,deal of timber from the Bellinger ? Yes ; and I 
am continuing to get timber from there. I got timber from there a fortnight ago. I was a timber" 
merchant; but I am acting now as an agent.
284. What timber do you get from there ? Beech, cedar, mountain ash, blackbutt, ironbark,tallow-wood, 
and various other kinds of hardwood suitable for mercantile purposes,
285. It is a place where good timber can be got P Yes, very good timber.
286. Has the unnavigable state of the river been an impediment to the timber trade ? Yes ; in the past.
287. It has hampered you considerably ? Yes.
288. And to a certain extent it has hurt your trade ? Yes. Yessels have been bar-bound from time to 
time, and they have been afraid to go there for fear of being shut in.
289. Which means all the difference between profit and loss ? Yes.
290. You have been at the river since some of these improvents were made ? I was there ten days ago.
291. Have they made the river any better ? There has been a vast improvement.
292. There is not the same danger of vessels being bar bound now as there used to be ? No; they con
sider the Bellinger one of the best places to go to now. Previously, it was one of the worst.
293. Do you think that if greater facilities where given to shipping, and the timber trade was encouraged,
people would be induced to settle in the district ? Yes. .
294. Do you think these works are necessary ? Yes; if you desire people to stay there, or to trade there.
295.. Without these improvements the place must be a complete desert; while, if they are carried out, 
facilities for settlement and trade will be given, and security and quickness of transit ensured ? Yes.
296. You have carried on a very large business ? Yes ; a large business.
297. Would you compare the timber of the Bellinger district with that of any other district along the 
coast ? The timber forests from Baleigh right through to Coff’s Harbour are superior to any other 
forest from Port Stephens to Grafton. I went through the whole of that country the other day. I was 
astounded at the quantity ot good timber there. It is really better timber than exists in any other 
district I know of, and it is unknown to most people.
298. The greater part of the land is unalienated ? Yes; it is in its native -state.
299. So that, while the opening up of this river will give opportunities for agricultural settlement, it will 
also help an important timber trade ? Yes.
300. There is plenty of ironbark up there for railway sleepers ? Yes;
301. And tallow-wood ? Yes. 302.
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P^dif" ^ie near future, an impetus will be given to tlie timber trade on the Bellinger which it
re e7‘ has never had betore ? Since the entrance to the river was improved a new mill has been erected. It 

31Mar^l898 was started last week, and will put out about 50,000 feet of timber per week, and employ about fifty 
’’ ' hands. All the people belonging there are country people, storekeepers, timber getters, and so on. Mr.

Ellis has left Camden Haven and gone to the Bellinger because the timber there is better.
303. At the present time vessels have to go up Back Creek to get to the north arm ? Yes.
304. Will the main channel when it is improved be better than Back Creek ? Ear better.
305. Is the sand pump there doing good work ? Yes. There is one thing I should like to suggest, and 
that is that behind the training-wall some filling in should be done with rubble to prevent the water wash
ing through and bringing the sand back into the channel. The small stuff out of the quarry would do.
306. How far away is the quarry ? About 4 miles.
307. Is the stone good? Ho ; it is shaley, slatey stuff, but it does not waste away in the water. It 
improves in salt water. It is a kind of volcanic stuff that would dissolve in dry air.
308. It would not be very expensive to bring this rubble down? No.
309. Are they doing any of this filling-in now ? No, I do not think so. Of course where stones are 
thrown down in any way a lot of places are left where the water can wash through and bring the sand 
back into the channel. The channel is swept so clean now that you can see the rock upon the bottom. 
•HO. Had you a mill up there ? I had a mill on the Nambucca, and I have always had dealings with the 
Bellinger.
311. I suppose you do not know how much timber has been shipped from that district ? I can only give 
you an approximate idea. There has been a mill upon the Bellinger for the past thirty years, and it has 
turned out timber at the rate of 30,000 feet a week. That would amount to 120,000 feet in a month, or
1,440,000 feet in a year.
312. Have you any idea of the extent of the forests you speak of? I only know that I was astounded at 
their extent, and at the quantity of good marketable timber procurable there.
313. "What is the extent of these forests, approximately ? I should say that there are 30 or 40 square 
miles of timber there.
314. There is a fifty years’ supply ? Yes. It is virgin timber, and the quality is very good.
315. You believe that these improvements are necessary to bring about an expansion of the timber trade, 
and the settlement of a large number of people in the district ? Yes. Sometime ago, when the North 
Coast Shipping Company would not provide a steamer, the farmers had to cart their maize to Coff’s

* Harbour, and ship it from there to Sydney. Some of the corn was lying on the river for five months
before they could get it away.
316. Without these improvements, the timber will be of very little use, because of its inaccessibility? 
Yes. I might mention that the three mooring buoys placed at Coff’s Harbour for the safety of shipping 
are now stranded upon the beach there, and the moorings lost, while the facilities for using the jetty are 
very poor. I have also to suggest that the Worral Creek is doing a good deal of harm by creating a bar 
upon the Nambucca. In my opinion, it is necessary to put a training-wall upon the south side there. 
The northern wall is doing good service ; but to make the improvements efficient, a wall on the south side 
is also necessary.
317. Mr. Wright.'] Can you account for the excellency of this timber as compared with the Macleay 
timber ? The soil seems better.
318. I suppose most of the timber is obtained on the eastern slope of the mountains ? Yes. There is a 
much greater rainfall upon the Bellinger than upon the Macleay, and the timber there is perfectly sound. 
The Macleay timber is, as a rule, very hollow.
319. Itispipey? Yes.
320. What about the timber at the back of Woolgoolga? That is similar in its nature to the Macleay 
timber. It is very pipey.
321. Is there any'brush land at the head of the Macleay ? Yes. '
322. Is it accessible ? No.
323. I suppose that what has been accessible has been got at ? Yes ; and what is accessible now would 
not pay to get. .
324. Is there good timber upon the Manning ? Yes.
325. And upon the Hastings ? Yes.
3Still you think that the timber upon the Bellinger is about the best ? Yes ; from the Bellinger to 
Coff s Harbour.

Can you give the Committee any idea as to the annual output of timber from the Bellinger ? Well, 
the place has always been blocked by the bad bar. There was only one sawmill there for some years. A 
second mill, however, has been started because of these improvements.
328. If it has been stated that the annual output of timber is abut 170,000 feet, does that accord with 
oon1 56WS uPon ^le subject? I think the mill would put out about 120,000 feet a month.
329. But does it work all the year round ? If it worked all the year round, it would put out 40,000 feet 
a week. I am deducting 10,000 feet a week. 1,000 feet of timber would weigh about 3 tons. There is 
a vessel going away about every fortnight.
330. What does she carry ? Erom 40,000 to 50,000 feet of timber.
331. That would be from 80,000 to 100,000 feet a month ? Yes.
332. That is much more than 170,000 feet a year? Yes. »Then, too, a lot of timber goes out of the 
™ unsawn, m the shape of piles, girders, telegraph and electric light poles.
333 Do you get much pine there ? Not much ; it is a long way inland. There is good pine, and brush
timbers, such as beech and cedar. Those are the principal soft timbers.
qqk y8 ^ere much mahogany there ? There is a great deal of swamp mahogany.
cultivation150'6’land UPOn ir0nbark and blackb’utt grows is not very good ? It is not suitable for

336. Erom your knowledge of the district do you think that the bulk of the cultivable land has beentaken up. .
337. What are the prospects of an increase of. population ? The great desideratum is an improved 
naroour; a place is no good if you cannot get there.
338. Do you think that the population of the district is likely to largely increase if a fairly good harbour
is made ? lam sure of it. J J b

G-eorge
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G-eorge Charles Teo, Draftsman, Stock Branch, Department of Mines, sworn, and examined:—
339. Mr. O’Connor.'] Do you know the district under consideration ? Not personally. I only know it G. C. Yeo.
from the maps. _ _ a ^
340. Have you a statement prepared for the information of the Committee? Tes ; the statement which 31 Mar., 1898.
I have prepared deals with an area commencing at the mouth of the Bellinger Biver on the sea coast, and •
bounded thence by that coast north-easterly about 15 miles; thence north-westerly about 25 miles; thence 
south-westerly about 25 miles ; thence south-easterly about 25 miles, to the sea-coast aforesaid, and
thence by that sea-coast north-easterly about 10 miles to the point of commencement. The returns for 
the 31st December, 1897, were—horses, 912 ; cattle, 2,545 ; sheep, 70; pigs, 783.
341. It is not a pastoral district? No ; it is mostly a dairying district. I was not able to get the figures 
for 1895, and 1896 ; but I have here a return showing the increase in sheep in the district of Port 
Macquarie, which includes the Bellinger District besides the Macleay and Hastings Districts. The return 
is as follows :—

1895 increase over 1894 900 horses 920 cattle
1896 „ „ 1895 300 „ 660 „
1897 „ „ 1896 330 „ 5,860 „

342. Is there anything else you would like to add ? No ; that is all the information I have.
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FRIDAY, 1 APRIL, 1898.
Jfrmni:—

The Hon. PBEDEBICK THOMAS HTJMPHEBT (Vice Chairman).
The Hon. James Hoskins. I John Lionel Began, Esq.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. | Brancis Augustus Weight, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Biver.

G-eorge De Braine (De Braine and Bibby, timber merchants), sworn, and examined :—
343. Mr. Wright.] Are you a resident of Sydney ? I am now ; but for years I resided on the northern G. De Fraine. 
rivers.
344. Have you resided upon the Bellinger ? I never resided permanently upon the Bellinger ; but for 1 April, 1893. 
some years I was master of a vessel trading there. I was there last Christmas, and I know the district
very well indeed. .
345. Have you been long in the timber trade ? Bor five years.
346. Can you tell the Committee how much timber comes out of the Bellinger in a year, and what the 
trade is likely to be in the future ? I have been agent for the mill that is now working there. That mill 
cut about 30,000 feet a week. Another mill has just been erected by Ellis Bros., and it will cut about
50,000 feet a week. At the present time we can load vessels drawing up to about 8 feet of water.
347. How much timber would such a vessel carry ? About 60,000 feet.
348. So that two mills cutting 80,000 feet a week would be able to load three vessels every forini(rht ?
They reckon to be able to keep four vessels running there. 0
349. I suppose they are good sized ketches that trade there ? Tes.
350. Is the Ember business likely to continue ? Tes; and it is likely to increase.
351. There is a great deal of forest-land on the Bellinger ? Tes.
qko' great deal of the land is poor ; but it grows good hardwood ? Tes; none better in the Colony.
353. Is the Bellinger timber noted for its superior quality ? Brom the Boster, Cape Hawke, down to 
Woolgoolga the timber is of the best.
354. Ironbark ? Ironbark, tallow-wood, blackbutt, bluegum, mahogany, and several other timbers
355. Is there any turpentine there ? Plenty of turpentine.
356. The timber is all good ? It is all first-class.
357. Do you know enough about the country to be able to say how long the timber is likely to last ? It 
is hard to say. I was at Camden Haven, for five years, There are five saw-mills there now, and we 
reckoned when we commenced that, the timber would not last more than four or five years ; but we do 
not experience any more difficulty in getting logs now than we experienced then, though we have to go ,

oko’ t^6 ^m^er must get cut out in time ? Tes ; but they keep going further back for it.
359. 1 suppose there is a large patch of heavily timbered country west of the Bellinger towards the 
mountains ? Tes; there is not much trouble in getting timber from the Bellinger.
360. The timber is practically close at hand there ? Tes ? some of the drawing to Ellis Brothers’ mill will
not be more than 2 miles. '
361. What is the maximum distance for which they can draw hardwood ? I have known it to be drawn
12 miles. Of course, it can be drawn further by using tramways. •
362. .Will it pay teamsters to draw timber 20 miles ? I think that, as the timber gets scarce it will increase 
in price. .People do not know the value of our hardwoods yet.
363. At present there is no scarcity ? No.
364., I suppose, that a mill that had to get its timber from a place 20 miles away, could not compete with 
a mill getting its timber within 10 miles? No. 1
365. Has much timber been drawn out of the Bellinger in the past ? Not a great deal. There has been 
on y one mill there, and! do not think it has cut more than 25,000 feet a week on the average.
3dd. Is there any brush-land there ? Tes.
367. Do you get cedar there ? Cedar still comes out of the Bellinger.
368. Is there any pine ? Not a great deal. I have not seen much pine coming out ■

So. w 1,”dlJ p*^, to set bec”setl“ >"ice
of Vt iEftbp wn rr7lke,? A ltnHaS be?,n grea!lj imP™ved, and I believe that they will make a good job 
of it when the work is finished. The walls want extending further out. Still there is a great improvement
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G-. De Fraine. as compared with the condition of things some years ago, and I think the improvement will be permanent.
372. Do you think Back Creek should be closed ? Well, the more you confine the main channel the better1 April, 1898.itwi]lbeJ . ’ J

373. Do you think that if Back Creek is blocked it will give a better scour P Tes.
374. I understand that the Department do not propose to close Back Creek; what effect will the creek,
have upon the South Arm ? It will bring more water down in times of flood. .
375. But is there not a danger of a bank being formed in the river by the three currents ? An eddy might 
be caused which would form a shoal. There will always be a spit where the channels meet.
376. Do you think that the ocean currents will be sufficient to clear the entrance of the sand brought down 
there by the river ? I think so, if the breakwater is brought well outside the bar; otherwise the sand 
will lodge on the bar.
377. What is your experience of the coastal currents there P The currents are mostly local, and run 
sometimes one way, and sometimes the other. There is a current running south-east most of the year a 
mile or two off the coast.
378. If one witness says that the in-shore current is always southerly, and another says that it is the reverse 
which do you agree with ? My experience has always been that the stronger the current off-shore, the 
stronger the opposite current in-shore.
379. In all these bights there is always a swirl along the shore ? Tes.
380. The Department tells us that the current is south along the shore ? Well, that has not been my 
experience in beating up the coast.
381. Tou think there is no danger of the sand causing an obstruction at the mouth of the breakwater? No.
382. Do you think the prospects of the Bellinger justify the expenditure of between £30,000 and £40,000 
in addition to £33,000 which have already been spent, and a possible further expenditure of £70,000 or 
£60,000 ? I do. Apart from the large quantity of timber coming from there, the land is very good, and 
the district will be a great dairying district. '
383. The dairying industry does not produce much freight. Tou think there will always be cultivation 
on the Bellinger ? Tes, because it is very good land, and a great deal of it has never yet been cultivated. 
I do not believe one tenth of the land there is cultivated. If a man holds 100 acres he will not cultivate 
more than about 10 acres.
384. Men take up more land than they can use ? Tes.
385. Is there much room for an increase of population on the Bellinger ? Tes, any amount.
386. Suitable land is available there ? Tes.

. 387. The Q-overnment returns show that an immense area of the Crown land is very poor ? It is not so
poor that it is not good enough for grazing.
388. Ironbark and blackbutt do not grow upon good soil? No; but when the timber is taken off you
get good grazing land. ’
389. Tou think the Government is justified in spending sufficient money to give fair access to this district? 
Tes ; I think the district deserves a port from which to ship its produce.
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TUESDAY, 5 APBIL, 1898.
Drrsrttt:—

The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

HUMPHERT (Vice-Chairman). 
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger River.

W. A. 
Manning.

390.
391. 

s-s- . 392.
5 April, 1898. ggg

394.
395.
396.
397.
398.
399.
400.
401.
402.
403.

William Alexander Manning, solicitor, sworn, and examined:—
Vice- Chairman.'] Tou are a solicitor, residing in Sydney ? Tes.
Tou were formerly practising in Grafton ? Tes.
Mr. Hoskins.] Are you acquainted with the Bellinger River ? I am.
Tou practised in Grafton as a solicitor for some time ? Eor six years.
Have you frequently visited the Bellinger ? Tes.
How far is it from the Clarence ? Seventy-four miles.
How did you get there ? Overland, by buggy.
The roads there are sufficiently good to be traversed by buggies ? Tes.
Is there much trade on the Bellinger River ? Not very much.
How long is it since you were there ? Between two and three years.
Are there many persons settled in the district ? A good many, considering its size.
In what occupations are they engaged ? In maize-growing, pig-raising, and, latterly, in dairying. 
We are given to understand that there is a steamer trading to the Bellinger River ? Tes.
Is dairying increasing there ? Tes.

404. Have many difficulties to be encountered in entering and navigating the Bellinger River ? Tes; 
the difficulties are very great.
405. Have you seen the work carried out on the Bellinger by the Government ? I have not seen the 
works immediately at the Heads, though I have seen the plans.
406. Have you seen the work carried on by the Department in the upper part of the river ? Tes.
407. Has that work improved the navigation of the river? I do not think so, materially.
408. Is not the depth greater than it was before the work was commenced ? It may be a little ; but the 
river is still as difficult, or nearly as difficult, to navigate as it was before.
409. Did not steamers trade regularly to the river before these works were commenced ? Tes.
410. Steamers of 150 or 200 tons burden ? The “ Rosedale ” is the steamer trading there now. She 
belongs to the North Coast Company.

411.
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4H. Is she frequently delayed at the mouth of the river because of the difficulties of navigation there? A.
"When I was last at the Bellinger—two or three years ago—the difficulties still existed. Manning.
412. "We have evidence to the effect that the river has improved since then ? It had not improved much -
up to that time ; but it may have improved since. " 1 ’ '
413. People engaged in shipping timber from the river say that the works which have been carried out 
there have improved the navigation? The later works may have done so.
414.. £33,000 have already been expended upon the river;—do you think the Glovernment would be 
justified in spending £36,000 more in improving the navigation there ? I do not.
415. Will you kindly tell the Committee why? The Bellinger is a very small river, perhaps the smallest 
river on the northern coast. Only a very small volume of water flows through it, so that there is very 
little scour. It has no northern Vatershed at all, because it is entirely overhung on the north by the 
Orara. The whole of its watershed is on the south, and the greater part of this watershed is a gravelly

■ formation. The gravel rolls down the river, so far as the current will carry it, and then spreads and 
chokes the river. The great obstacle to any harbour works on the Bellinger is the difficulty of dealing 
with this siltage in the absence of a powerful scour. No matter what works you carry out there, I do not 
think you will get much scour, except during occasional heavy floods, and I do not think that will make a 
permanent improvement.
416. I gather from what you say that the area of country drained by the Bellinger is comparatively
small ? Tes. "
417. The Orara drains a greater area of table-land than the Bellinger ? Tes. The Bellinger sweeps 
round the table-land of the Orara, and there is almost a precipice dividing the two.
418. Mr. Lee.'] Have you resided in the Bellinger district at any time ? No. *
419. Tou have no knowledge of the district, except as a casual visitor ? I have the knowledge gained by 
travelling through the country.
420. Do you know anything about the trade of the district ? Only from hearsay.
421. Do you think the Government would be justified in making the proposed expenditure, if it would 
have the desired effect of improving the river ? Tes.
422. Tou think the trade of the district would warrant the expenditure? Tes; I think the settlement
of the district would amply justify it. •
423. Is this settlement upon the river banks, or does it go back any distance ? It is nearly all upon the 
river banks. The good land is all upon the river. There is very little land further back.
424. The district has been settled for a long time ? Tes.
425. If all its exports and imports are carried by one steamer making a weekly trip, do you think there is 
any justification for the proposed expenditure ? There is considerable room for expansion in the district.
People cannot do more than they are doing now, because they have no facilities for getting to market.
426. There is no wheat grown in the district ? No.
427. And no sugar? I believe that sugar used to be grown there; but of late years sugar-growing has
been abandoned. .
428. Can you tell us whether the settlers in the district have been seriously inconvenienced by the bad 
state of the river ? Tes, they have ; the progress of the district has been greatly retarded by it.
429. But they have always been able to get their produce to market ? I think they have not. I have 
heard of produce rotting on the wharfs because no steamer could get in to take it away.
430. I suppose dairying is coming to the front in the district, as in other North Coast Districts ? Tes.
431. Tou do not know the population of the district ? I cannot remember what it is. •
432. Do you not think that the district could be opened better by a railway from the Clarence ? It could 
be opened better by a railway.
433. Do you think a railway would meet all the requirements of the district ? It would put an end to 
all the trouble.
434. Are you of opinion that if a railway were made it would be unnecessary to further improve the 
port ? Undoubtedly. Now that you have opened up this question, perhaps you will allow me to explain 
the direction that I think a railway should take. The Bellinger Biver is fairly navigable, as far as the 
township of Baleigh, which is 6 or 8 miles from the Heads. There the trouble begins. Now, if you took 
a railway from Baleigh to Coff’s Harbour, a distance of about 14 miles, you would solve the difficulty.
Such a line would tap very valuable country, and I believe that the difficulties of construction from an 
engineering point of view would be little. I have very little doubt that the £36,000 you are proposing 
to expend upon the harbour would pay for the railway, and put an end to all trouble. This railway has 
the further credit that it is an integral portion of the North Coast railway line. “
435. What sort of a place is Coff’s Harbour ? It is a harbour where you can ship almost at all times, 
except in heavy easterly or south-easterly weather. Now and again, when the weather is very heavy 
from the north-east, a ship has to pass the place and come back.
436. Tou have seen Coff’s Harbour ? Tes.
437. Is there a jetty there ? Tes ; one of the finest in Australia.
438. Does it not frequently happen that steamers cannot go to the jetty to land either passengers or 
cargo ? It occasionally happens.
439. Is not the entrance so exposed that it is only under very favourable conditions that vessels can go
alongside that jetty? Well, I have never been at Coff’s Harbour without seeing a vessel lying alongside 
the jetty, and I have been there a good many times. Like all other roadstead ports on the coast, the 
place is exposed to heavy weather, but the steamboats manage to carry on their business to the satis
faction of the settlers there. '
440. Is Coff’s Harbour capable of improvement ? If you like to spend money on Coff’s Harbour you 
can make it one of the best ports in the Colony.
441. What settlement is there to the north of Coff’s Harbour within 10 or 14 miles ? Tou have one of 
the finest tracts of alluvial country in the Colony between 5 and 15 miles back from Coff’s Harbour. I 
refer to the valley of the Orara.
442. That is going back towards Grafton ? Tes. . •
443. What is it like north, along the coast ? There is no good country on the coast; it is all on the 
tableland. There are only a very few settlers along there. The coast is a mere fringe.
444. Are not the Bucca Bucca gold-mines in the vicinity of Coff’s Harbour ? Tes, on the table-land.
445. How far from there ? Eight or 9 miles. 446.
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'W. A. 446. Was not all the machinery for those mines landed at Coff’s Harbour ? I think so—either there or 
Manning. Woolgoolga. _ . . ,

447. Do you look upon that as an additional reason' for concentrating the trade of the district at Coff’s
5 April, 1S9 . jjarbcmr ? Tes ; Coff’s Harbour is the centre of a vast coming country. _ _

448. If Coff’s Harbour were made safe under all conditions of weather it would give more satisfaction
than any improvement of the Bellinger ? Tes ; the Bellinger Biver is a snare. As an outlet to the sea 
the district would be better without it. #
449. Where would you take the railway from ;—at what point would you start ? I would leave the river
at its most northerly point, in the big bend just below Baleigh. _ _
450. Would it be possible for the settlers on the South Arm to take their stuff to the railway ? Tes, by 
drogher. No doubt the railway I suggest would be of more advantage to the people on the North Arm 
than to those on the South Arm ; but a railway would be certain, and the river must always be uncertain.
451. Tou would suggest a railway as giving most relief to the people of the Bellinger ? Tes ; I would 
advocate a railway right through the place rather than any harbour scheme.

Thomas Stewart, sworn, and examined:—
T. Stewart. 452. Vice-Chairman.] Tou were formerly pilot at the Bellinger Biver? Tes ; for twenty-four years. _

453. How are you occupied at the present time ? I have retired from the Service, and I am now living
5 April, 1898. upon a pension. . . . .

454. JKr. Clarice.] I suppose you have had a great deal of experience in connection with the navigation of
the Bellinger Biver ? Tes. _
455. I suppose when you were there most of the trade was done by sailing vessels ? Tes. _
456. Previously to being pilot you commanded vessels trading to the river ? Tes. My experience of the 
Bellinger extends from 1852.
457. What was the state of the river when you were pilot ? Before the dredges came there the up-river
navigation was far better than it is now. .
458. What was the state of the bar ? The bar was alway shifting ? Tou could not depend upon it for
twenty-four hours, or, at the most, forty-eight hours at a time. ... . .
459. Por many years it has been liable to sudden changes ? It is shifting all the time. The beach is
nothing but a mass of quick-sand. There is no headland there, and the entrance is merely a hole in the 
beach. ... .
460. How many vessels have been lost going out or coming in ? During my term of service there have
been three total wrecks, and fifteen vessels or more went ashore, and were taken across the spit into the
river to save them from knocking their bottoms out in being eased round the beach.
461. There are steamers trading to the river at the present time ? Tes.
462. What steamers trade there ? The “ Bosedale ’’ is the only one.
463. Has the trade of the district increased since that steamer began to go there ? Only slightly.
464. About £33,000 has been spent in improving the river has that money been judiciously expended ?
I consider that about £20,000 of it might just as well have been thrown into the sea. I refer to the 
amount spent on dredging. They simply dug holes in one place, and dropped the silt into other holes, so 
that the first ebb-tide brought it all back again.
465. Could a better plan have been adopted ? Tes ; the silt should have been landed somewhere.
466. Would not that have entailed considerable expense ? Not more expense than was entailed by the
system which has been adopted. _
467. I suppose sand-pumps were not being used when you were there ? No : but I believe that they do
good work. _ .
468. Can you give the Committee any opinion as to whether the trade of the district has increased of late 
years ? I do not think that it has. The shipment of maize has increased ; but the timber trade has fallen 
off. When I first knew the Bellinger there Were from ten to fourteen vessels engaged in the cedar trade 
there ; but now there are no vessels engaged in that trade.
469. Simply because the timber has been taken away from all the accessible parts of the river ? Tes.
470. I suppose only hardwood comes from there now ? Mostly hardwood, though a few logs of cedar

• still come. _ .
471. I suppose even the hardwood trade has not increased ? It has not increased, but I believe that they 
are erecting another mill. That may eventually increase the trade.
472. How long is it since you were on the river? Eve years.
473. Tou have not seen the effect of the training-walls recently constructed by the G-overnment ? No ;
but from what I have heard a big mistake has been made. _
474. Mr. O'Connor.] In what way? Instead of carrying the southern training-wall in a south-easterly 
direction they put a curve into it, so as to throw the scour to the north; but the water wants no encourage
ment to go to the north, because of the strong eddy in-shore which sets that way.
475. Mr. Clarke.] Do you think it would be advisable to expend £36,000 more upon the river ? Not at 
the present time. I should suggest that the training-walls should be allowed to stop as they are for the 
next three or four years, so that we can see how they settle. No one knows what the bottom there is like.
476. Will it be possible for the settlement of the district to increase if nothing is done ? It increased 
after I first went up there, although nothing was done. I would not spend another penny until the action 
of the tides and currents upon the training-walls has been made evident.
477. Surely the engineers know how they will stand? Not one of them have seen what I have seen.
478. Mr. O’Connor.] What do you mean by that ? They have not seen the effect of heavy floods there.
I do not refer to freshes. A flood like those of 1866, 1868, 1870, and 1872, will prove this work.
479. Mr. Clarice.] Is the land in the neighbourhood of the Bellinger valuable ? There is some good land, •
but very little. _ ... .
480. Is the good land comprised in alluvial flats, or is it high land ? It is comprised in alluvial flats, which 
are most of them subject to floods.
481. Large quantities of maize are grown there ? 45,000 bags is the largest quantity I have known to be
grown there.
482. That is in one year ? Tes ; they do not get so much in a dry season.

483.
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483. Do not the floods, although they may destroy the crops, benefit the soil, by depositing silt upon it? T. Stewart.
In some places they do ; but in other places the alluvial soil is washed away, and nothinef but a bed of ' ^
timber is left. 5 April, 1898
484. You heard Mr. Manning say that CoS’s Harbour was a safe harbour in ordinary weather? Yes;
but that is not my opinion. . '
485. Mr. O’Connor.'j What is your opinion ? I consider that it is a very risky thing to have a jetty 
there. The jetty will cost the Government more money than they will ever get out of the district.
486. Mr. ClarTce.~\ But vessels load there ? Yes; and they have loaded oS the beaches, as you have 
known them to do in the south.
487. There is another jetty at Woolgoolga ? Yes, and another at Byron Bay. The last heavy weather 
nearly shook that jetty to pieces.
488. Would it be advisable to go to the expense of making a railway from CoS’s Harbour to the Bellinger ?
I think not. If any railway is to be made, I should say take it from the Clarence or from the Macleay— 
from the Clarence in preference.
489. Do you know the country between the Bellinger and the Clarence ? Yes, it is pretty rough 
country ; but rougher country is gone through in crossing the mountains.
490. Still, any railway made there would be very expensive ? Yes. '
491. What is the distance? I should say 84 or 85 miles by land.
492. Is there any other information you would like to give the Committee ? I would suggest that the 
Government should stand by and let the present dyke settle down before going on with any further work.
When I first knew the Bellinger the shore for a mile and a half south of the breakwater was overgrown 
with big honeysuckle trees and mangrove trees. The honeysuckle trees were from 15 to 20 inches 
through, and did not grow in a day. The southern training-wall, instead of turning a little to the north 
as it does, should have come straight out to the south-east.
493. Mr. HlaeTcT^ Would not that expose the entrance too much to southerly and easterly gales? Ho.
A south-easterly gale would run straight in, and keep the opening clear. At the present time such a gale 
would be likely to wash away the ground at the back of the breakwater. I have seen 18 feet at low water 
after a big flood, the channel going out to the south-east, and in less than three months there was a dry 
sandspit there. The river generally works its way round until it gets to north-east, and a channel is 
formed about 70 or 80 yards wide. In 1872 from down south to about a quarter of a mile above the 
breakwater it was all awash at low tide.
494. Do you think that an entrance permitting gales to break right in from the south and south-east 
would be better than the proposed entrance ? 1 do not thing it is possible to avoid any gale. There is 
no headland there to work on.
495. Mr. Tnckett.~\ In your experience, how much does the bar vary in its position ? In 1872 I had a 
depth of 14 feet of water for fourteen,months, and a fortnight after that I had only 7 feet. The entrance 

■ has altered from a pretty straight channel to a channel going out to north-north-east.
496. But how much does the opening vary north and south ? I have known it to shift from 1-j mile to 
the southward to i mile to the north of the present entrance. It is always alive.
497. There are no rocky headlands on either side of it ? There is a rocky headland about 1J mile to
the southward. •
498. But the ordinary entrance is merely an opening in the beach ? Yes.
499. Do you think there would be any great danger of the proposed training-wall on the eastern side of
the North Arm being washed away by the sea? I am sure of it.
500. In very heavy weather the sea might break over the sand and narrow piece of land to the east of it
and wash it away ? Yes; I have seen the sea break through as far north as where the “ temporary bank ” 
is shown on the map. ■
501. If the southern breakwater had been carried out in a straight line, do you think the scour would 
have been as good ? I think so. I think it would have been better than it is now.
502. What kind of a bottom is there for the breakwater ? It is all quicksand.
503. It makes a-very bad bottom to work on? Yes ; I do not think anyone knows the depth of it. I am
informed that there is 30 feet of sand there. I have known 18 feet of water to be there.
504. The stones used in the breakwater would have to be very big ? They ought to weigh 15 tons each ; 
but, from what I can hear, the stones they are using weigh from 20 to 70 ft. In the course of two or 
three years a ballast-heap which used to lie on a dry beach to the south of the present entrance sank right 
out of sight.
505. Were you at the Bellinger in 1890 ? Yes ; I left there in 1892.
506. The bar was in a very bad state in 1890 ? Yes.
507. Several vessels went ashore there in that year ? Yes; the “ Harrington ” was ashore there for a few 
days, and so was another vessel.
508. from your experience, do you think the entrance can be improved, or do you think it would be 
wasteful to spend money upon it ? I think it would be a waste of money to try to do anything there.
The southern breakwater, if carried out as I suggested in 1869, would have been a great help.
M)9. Do you think that, no matter what money is spent there, the entrance will always be very uncertain ? 510 511 512 513 514 515 516 *

510. Do you think that dredging will always be necessary ? Yes ; the waters flowing in from Back Creek 
and the South Arm tend to form spits in the channel. One tide will form a spit that you cannot get over.
511. There is no great scour with the ordinary flow of the river ? Ho ; you want an occasional flood to 
scour the channel. You want a big flood. Little freshes are no good.
512. Do you know the entrances to any of the other northern rivers where harbour works have been 
carried out ? I know the Hambucca, the Clarence, the Bichmond, and the Tweed.
513. Do you look upon the Bellinger as worse than any of them ? Yes ; all the other rivers have a head
land which you can work on.
514. Mr. Wright^ Do I understand you to say that there is a strong northerly set inshore ? Yes, for
nine months out of the twelve. -
515. And a southerly current wide off ? Yes.
516. If it has been stated to the Committee that there is always a southerly current both inshore and
wide off, that statement is incorrect ? Yes; there is always a strong eddy in these bights.

517.
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III'. WouldSa^fcLrild down by the river be lodged at the mouth, or would it be taken away by tbe 
current ? If it is not taken far enough out, it will be brought back again. o t flu*
519. Do you think the training-walls go far enough out to give a clear entrance . j
northern wall altogether. I would make the southern walk and let nature do the res .
520. Is there not always a sandspit at the junction of the ISi orth and South Arms . ,
521. The professional witnesses say that upon the construction of the training-walls this sandspit will be
cut through by the current coming from the North Arm, which will strike the southern training-wall. 
Where is the current to come from. I do not hold with that view at an. . 0 «
522. At the present time a great deal of the river traffic goes through Back Greek . *es-
523. If these works are constructed do you thick that Back Creek should be closed. Tes, If the,, do
not close it, the tide will close it for them. , , , .g -rr
524. Would it not be better to close the creek in order to confine the water to one channel. les.
525. That would give a better scour? Tes. , • , o at
526. There is not a very large volume of water coming down the river at any uime . JNo.
527. Nothing affects the river except a big flood? Or a heavy sea on the coast. , , ,
528. What effect has a big flood upon the bar ? A big flood upon both arms will take the channel out
529UtDo you* thin^that the Department will be able to create a scour which will always keep the entrance 
clear ? The Department are bringing the entrance out to the northward. , . „ v
530. I think if you study the map you will see that the entrance is about 2 points south of east. Tes,
531. aWheny<!m%)oke of the channel going out to the northward, you did not quite understand the
bearings of the plan ? That is so. But why make a curve ? . „ ,, , i-u o
532. Tou do not think it would be advisable to expose the entrance to the full force of south-east weather . 
The channel would keep open longer if it went out east-south-east.
533. Suppose you had a big flood and a high gale on the coast, what would happen . We never have a 
flood without an easterly gale—a gale ranging from south-east to north-east. The sea always comes m
534. '^Suppose the channel was south-east, what would be the effect of an easterly gale meeting a big fl°0<i ? 
If the sea was very heavy the flood-water would have no effect upon it; it would get away to the north
and to the south. There are no rocks to hold it. _ _ ,, „ ,T A , m t a, mi,
535. Was no silt deposited from the dredges behind the training-walls ? Not while I was there. The
sand-pump dredges deal with the silt in that ivay.
536. I suppose that the sand-pump dredges would do good work there . -h68'T
537. Will the construction of these training-walls tend to deepen the river ? No.
538. Do you not think that the channel would be deepened if the river were narrowed. That depends
upon the height of the walls above high water. . .. .
539. They will be 3 feet above high water ? That would be sufficient for ordinary times.
540. If a flood rose a foot over the walls it would not do much damage ? Not if the stone were heavy ;
but it would wash away small stones. . . i o
541. Do I understand you to say that the river is not likely to be improved by any permanent works .
I do not think so. They have had 9 or 10 feet of water along the southern wall for the last six months.
I have only known the river like that once in thirty years. , , ,
542. Then the presumption is that the wall is doing good work ? Tes ; but they have not yet had a
big flood. . o -w •543. I suppose you frequently see the masters of vessels trading to the river. l es. , ,
544. How do they speak of these works ? Some of them are against them, but others say that they have
done good. , .545. They are of diverse opinions on the subject ? Tes. , TT , 0 ,T
546. Tou are not’in favour of constructing a railway from the Bellinger to Coff s Harbour ? No.
547. Is not Coff’s Harbour capable of being made a valuable port ? That is a matter of opinion
548. Did you ever hear that Captain Howard had stated that when the Government had spent £2,000,000 

' on CoS’s Harbour they would find the place filled up with sand ? That is about correct.
549. Mr. O'Connor.'] That is your opinion too ? Tes. o i ^
550. Mr. Zee.] Which is the more important arm—the northern or the southern arm ? Most ot the 
settlement is on the North Arm, but the South Arm contains the deepest water.
551. Is the best land on the river banks, or does it lie further back ? The besth
There is nothing further back. 0 -n- xt. i rx,i
552. Does that remark apply to the South Arm as well as to the North Arm? Tes; there are only little
bits of flats between the hills. . , , .
553. What do they grow their chiefly ? Maize, and latterly they have been dairying a good deal.
554. How many dairies are there in the district ? One, I believe.
555. Do they make butter ? Tes.
556. Upon a small scale, I suppose? Tes. A Mr. Matthews is about to erect a large creamery at
Baleigh. That will be No. 2. -r xi • i t xi. c x x557. Were you on the river when the training-walls were commenced? Tes ; I think 1 was the nrst to

'propose the south wall. , . ,, xi.o
558. They were commenced on the upper part of the South Arm, and continued down to near the mouth r

559. Tou are aware that it is not proposed to carry out the south training-wall further than is shown on 
the map ? Tes.
560. Do you think it goes far enough ? Tes ; for the present.
561. Did you not notice that there was a perceptible increase in the depth of the water as the walls were 
made ? Whenever there is a stone wall for the tide to act upon you will get deep water alongside it.
562. The entrance is bad now, and always has been bad ? Tes. _ , .

' 563. But since the training-walls have been built there has been good water alongside them ? Tes ; but 
I had better water before there was any trainiug-wall there at all. I had a depth of 14 feet for fourteen
months right out to sea. 559 560 561 562 * 564-

) best land is on the river banks.
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564. That has led you to the conclusion that the training-walls have not been affected? They have been Stewart, 
affected to a certain extent. . ' '
665. But they have not kept your channel open? No, and they will not do that. • -^■P1^>J898.
566. If you have training-walls on each side will not that make a sufficient scour ? Provided that the sea 
does not wash the northern wall away. ■

Th® eastern training-wall to which you refer would be 600 feet back from the beach ;—do you say 
that the sea would wash it away ? Well, I have seen grassy hummocks, with trees growing upon them, 
disappear in less than six hours.

of water went over that land ? The land kept on sinking while the gale lasted.
569. On the southern side the sand would pile up ? It would be just as likely to wash away. One gale 
might pile it up, and another gale might wash it away.
5/0. How does this entrance differ from the other entrances upon the coast? There is no headland 
there. It is all quicksand, and there is an eddy right round the bight.
5/1. Xou are of opinion that the southern training-wall should be allowed to stand for some time, to see 
how much it will settle ? Tes.
572. In 1892 only £5,000 had been spent upon these training-walls, and now £33,000 has been spent 
upon them, so that you cannot have seen their effect ? I know the effect of the sea upon the beaches 
there. '
o73. But you cannot speak from personal experience of the effect of these training-walls ? No.
574. How many trips a week does the steamer make ? One.
o75. Ho many sailing vessels go there ? Two or three timber vessels.

4®uPPose the steamer brings maize, butter, pigs, and perishable stuff? Tes.
577. While the sailing vessels bring timber? Tes.
578. If one steamer can carry all the produce of the district, making a weekly trip, do you think the 
Government is justified in expending £36,000 in improving this entrance ? No.
579. Do you think it would be practicable and economical to make a railway to Coff’s Harbour instead ?
It would be practicable, but I do not know if it would be economical.
580. What is the distance ? It would be about 18 miles from Raleigh to Coff’s Harbour.
581. Would it be practicable to carry the produce of the Bellinger by rail to Coff’s Harbour, and to ship
coo ^-es- When the Bellinger bar has been bad they have sometimes sent produce there by team.
582. What would be best in the interests of the district ? To spend the money in improving the Bellinger.
Ihe jetty at Coff s Harbour costs almost as much to repair after a heavy gale as it costs to build.
o83. Is the statement that there are many times when the steamers cannot approach the jetty at Coff’s 
Harbour a correct one ? I suppose that in one week out of three they cannot go there.
®84*. Is it not a common practice to anchor the steamer off the jetty and to disembark passengers by means 
ot the crane ? Tes, they do that; but they cannot ship cargo that way.
585. Is not the jetty built with buttressed piles, so as to prevent steamers from coming alongside ? A 
steamer can always get alongside if the weather is moderate. There are buoys to moor her clear of the 
jetty, and if there is any roll she naturally uses them for her own safety.
coJ?’ ^"°^r 0P™on 'f i® nof necessary to spend anything upon this port at the present time ? That is so.
587. Mr. O Connor.'] Tou have not seen the new works constructed on the Bellinger, and therefore you 
are not m a position to say whether the money expended upon them has been well or ill spent ? No.
588. Were you summoned b}r the Committee to appear here, or did you volunteer your evidence P I was 
asked to come here. -
589. By whom ? By the Secretary. ■
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Eeancis Augustus Weight, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger River.

John See, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined:—
590. Chairman.] Tou represent the Clarence Electorate in the Legislative Assembly, and you are one of J. See,
the managing directors of the North Coast Steam Navigation Company ? Tes. Es<l-» M.P.
591. Mr. Trickett.] What has been the effect of the works already carried out on the Bellinger, and what '
do you think will be the effect of the whole scheme when completed ? What has already been done on 6 APri1’ l898- 
the Bellinger has considerably improved navigation, there, and J think that when the works are completed 
they will be of great benefit to the district.
u92. 1 think the experience of other places has been that training-walls are very effective in creating a * 
scour where a river is shallow ? Tes, in every instance.
593. There is no reason why they should not have this effect on the Bellinger ? None whatever.
594. The entrance to the Bellinger differs from the entrances to other rivers on the North Coast’ because 

• there is no headland there to work on—the entrance is merely an opening in the sea beach? I have no
doubt whatever that that breakwaters will be effective there. In all places breakwaters, although they 
may be protected at their bases or shore ends by a headland, are to a great extent exposed to the full 
force of the ocean. At Newcastle, for instance, although a certain portion of the breakwater is protected 
by the headland, as the wall projects into the sea, it has to withstand the full force of the water. The 
same thing may be said of the breakwaters at Trial Bay, the Clarence, and other places. I do not think 

■ , there
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J. See, there will be any difficulty in making breakwaters at tbe entrance to tbe Bellinger. Brom wbat I know 
Esq., M.P. 0f tbe place, it is not so much exposed as many other places along tbe coast. _

Will it not be almost an endless job to get a bottom there, seeing that the sand is so constantly 
Pr ’ ' shifting ? I do not think so. It simply means that stone will have to be thrown in until the bottom is

reached, or until a good foundation is obtained. A good deal of the success of the breakwater would 
depend upon the size of the stones used in its construction. I do not know if there is an abundance of 
good stone available ; but the size of the stone used has a great deal to do with the efficiency of a break
water.
596. A gentleman of great experience told us yesterday that in his opinion the southern training-wall 
should have been carried out straight, without a curve ;—what do you think ? I think the straighter you 
make a channel of this kind, the more effective it is likely to be; but the curve you speak of is very small.
597. He contended that there is a northerly set of the current in-shore, which is likely to bank up the 
sand against the wall ? The sand all about the Bellinger is constantly shifting ; but, in regard to all these 
bar harbours, whenever there is a flood, the water always cuts a straight channel out to the ocean. On 
the Manning, the Macleay, the Bellinger, and the Hambucca—though the Nambucca has more rock about 
the entrance than the other rivers I have named—after a heavy flood there is always a straight channel 
out to sea. Then the channel shifts about, following the changes of the winds. Sometimes a sand-spit, 
which has appeared after a strong easterly gale will quite disappear, or change to another position, after 
a change in the wind.
598. I suppose the scour caused by the rise and fall of the tide in the Bellinger is not very great ? Ihe 
Bellinger is not a large river ; but it has two arms, and that should aid the engineers in creating a scour. 
It is a very fine little river.
599. It is in flood-time that these training-banks do so much good in creating a scour ? Of course, the 
scour is increased in flood-time. If you confine the waters of,a river between training-walls, that largely 
increases the scour. There is always a great rush of tidal-water in these small rivers. At nearly all of 
these harbours there is an outer bar and an inner bar or a spit, and training-walls always remove 
this spit.
600. Even in ordinary weather ? Tes ; the scour created also invariably improves the outer bar.
601. That has been the experience of other bar-harbours ? Tes; if you once define the channel, 
and keep it clear, the sand banks up and forms a sort of headland, and prevents the sea from forcing its 
way in.
602. What is proposed to be done now is to continue to build walls which form part of the complete
scheme ? The scheme seems to me a good one, because it directs the channel fairly out to sea. Before 
anything was done on the Bellinger, the channel was often very much south of the present channel, and 
varied greatly from time to time. We never knew from one week to another where the entrance 
would be. .
603. Knowing the locality and the'district, you think that, if the scheme as proposed is carried out, it will 
be beneficial to the people settled on the Bellinger ? Unmistakably.
604. At the present time, the trade to the Bellinger is very small ? There is a considerable trade there. 
The bar there is a shallow one, but not a dangerous one, and, so far as I remember, there has never been 
any loss of life on it. I do not know what the population of the Bellinger is at the present time; but the 
district is a large farming district, and I should think ranks second to the Manning in importance. _
605. What are its staple productions ? They grow maize chiefly, and they are now going in for dairying. 
It is not very far from Coif’s Harbour, and some of the passenger trade goes by way of Coff’s Harbour 
because of the uncertainty of the Bellinger entrance. The produce, of course, goes through the 
Bellinger.
606. A report submitted to us states that the cultivated land on the Bellinger is almost entirely confined 
to a narrow strip of alluvial soil upon the river bank, and that the staple and almost only crop is maize ? 
Maize is the principle crop.
607. Does the district suffer by reason of the uncertainty of the entrance to the river ? There can be no
doubt about that. Only very small steamers can go there now, and sometimes for a fortnight or more it 
is impossible to have communication with the river, except by means of droghers. The people raise a 
considerable quantity of poultry, eggs, and pigs ; and if they do not get their produce to market quickly 
and regularly it deteriorates, and they suffer loss. If there was an assured depth of 10 feet at the 
entrance I should think the production of the district would greatly increase, and that the population 
would double itself within five or six years. The land on the Bellinger is as rich as any of the land upon 
the northern rivers. '
608. Do they grow sugar there? They could do so; but the further you go south the greater the 
liability to frost. On the Bellinger they are nearer to the hills than they are on the Clarence, and there
fore they are more likely to get frosts there. This district is not far away from the Don Dorrigo district.
609. Tou look upon it as likely to be a large dairying and a maize-growing district ? Tes ; it is one of 
the most fertile and beautiful districts in the Colony. The alluvial land there is as good as that upon any 
of our rivers.
610. Would a permanent depth of 10 feet enable sufficiently large steamers to trade to the district ? 
Tes ; very often there is not more than 6 feet of water there. I have been interested in steamers trading 
to the Bellinger for the last fifteen years, and I know that the losses which have been sustained there by 
shipowners and insurance companies have been very serious. I had two steamers on shore on the north 
spit at one time. On several occasions vessels have been stuck there for considerable periods, We had 
to lift the “ Eernmount ” nearly a mile from the outer beach into deep water inside. That means 
additional expense to the shipowners, and this expense has, of course, to be borne by the settlers of the 
district.
611. Is your company still trading to the Bellinger ? Tes. . .
612. Is that trade a payable part of your business ? The trade is comparatively small; but it works in
with other business. The North Coast Company have a number of steamers, and they have to supply 
additional tonnage wherever it is required, so that it pays them to work in all these trades. Our difficulty 
hitherto has been the shallowness of the water upon the bars at certain seasons of the year. When there 
is a succession of north-east gales, and an absence of floods, the bars bank-up tremendously. When the 
floods come they scour out the channel, and the entrance is pretty good for some time. On the other 
hand, these floods frequently destroy the crops. 613.
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Have you often Lad your vessels bar-bound at tbe Bellinger? Tes; scores of times. Sometimes J. See, 
t. ^ave °®en ^^■^)otln(i for a fortnight. This is a serious inconvenience to the producers of the ®S(l’i 
district. 1 should like to say that only recently one of the most enterprising men on the Bellinger bought R 
a large estate there,_ and intends to go in for dairying on a large scale. It is only reasonable to expect ^rl ’ '
that other people will follow his example.
clr }fhei? vessels go for shelter when they cannot enter the river? Trial Bay is the nearest place, 
bio. How tar is that from the entrance to the Bellinger ? About 20 or 25 miles.
61b. I suppose these delays cause great inconvenience to passengers, ship-owners, and others? Tes.
Very.otten the Bellinger passengers go to the Macleay, while sometimes they goto Port Macquarie.
Eecently they have gone to Coff’s harbour.
61/. It has been suggested that, in lieu of improving the entrance to the river, a railway should be made 
rom the Jiellinger to Coff s Harbour ;—how do you view that idea ? A railway would be much more 

expensive to the farmers, because it would mean so much extra handling. At the present time produce 
intended tor shipment is put upon the droghers and brought down by them to the steamer, to which it is 
ranshipped. If there were a railway journey to be made in addition, there would be so much extra 

hamdling. A railway might serve the Bellinger people to some extent; but it would not serve them 
altogether. It would be preferable to improve the river.
618. I suppose there would be a good many creeks to cross in making a railway to Coff’s Harbour ? I do
not Enow; but I suppose there would be some. ■
619. Would it not be pretty expensive to construct 20 miles of railway ? It would take more to construct 
n ® yalrTayfo llnProve the harbour. Prom mv recollection of the country between the Bellinger and 
eon s.Hal'bour’ 1 s'10uld say that a railway there would cost from £7,000 to £8,000 a mile.
b20. An experiment was tried in making the railway from Murwillumbah to Lismore, but that has not 

een a very marked success, so far as the production of revenue is concerned ? The object of the railway 
you speak oh was not to divert trade from the Tweed, but to open up an enormous tract of intermediate 
coun ry. Although that line has not been as profitable as we should like it to be, it has opened up an 
immense area of country. Each year will increase the importance of the traffic upon it, and probably in time it will pay. r > r j

reoai,(l to the general wants of the district, and looking at the question of expense involved, 
would it be Letter to abandon the improvement of the Bellinger and to construct a railway from the 
tsellmger to Coff s Harbour, or would you like to see the proposal before the Committee carried out? I 

ave no doubt that it is absolutely essential for the good of the people of the Bellinger that the harbour 
works should be carried out. I do not think sufficient importance is attached to the rivers on the north 
coast. . Ihe country there is some of the most fertile in the Colony. It is well watered, its climate is 
sa ubrious, and it possesses many advantages not possessed by other places. In other countries rivers are 
much more appreciated. If people went into these districts, as I have been into them, and saw the industry 
and enterprise of the settlers there, they would recognise the justification for expenditure of this kind, 
h. , 8 ^ IL0^ ™e policy of all countries to keep open their waterways as much as possible ? Unques- 
tionaoly. In some places they dig canals and harbours to provide themselves with waterways.
623. Water carriage is always cheaper than land carriage? Undoubtedly. What makes the freights to 
the smaller rivers higher than the freights to the larger rivers is that shipowners labour under many dis- 
adyanta,ges m sending vessels to the smaller rivers. The vessels are frequently bar-bound, and they can 
only bring out small quantities of cargo. But if the entrance to the Bellinger were improved, and a 
Mann’11611^ ^ &iyen> ^le Heights there should become as cheap as the freights to the

.p‘0w 'v,ou!d a depth of 7 or 8 feet suit a vessel trading there ? If there was an assured depth of 8 
teet it would give all the relief required at the present time. If we were always sure of 8 feet of water, 
we could employ a larger steamer to go to the Bellinger. The boat going there now only draws 6 ft. 6 in. 
when she is loadea. Of course if there were 10 feet of water there we could not send vessels drawin" 10 
teej; to the river, because something must be allowed as a margin. °
625. What vessel trades to the Bellinger ? The “ Rosedale.” She draws about 6 ft. 6 in., and you can 
load her on an even keel with 150 tons at that depth. She is as flat-bottomed as the floor of this room.
Her bottom is flatter than her deck. •
626. Specially-constructed vessels must be used for this river trade ? Tes ; the Horth Coast Company
lately hunt a steamer to act as a sort of tender, to trade between the different rivers. This vessel will be 
used when there is difficulty in navigating the rivers. She will be able to carry a fair cargo when drawing only 4 ft. 6 m. or 5 ft. of water. j & s
627. In y°ur opinion, what is the least depth that there should be at the Bellinger entrance ? If a vessel 
drawing 8 feet of water can be reasonably sure of entering the river at any time—except, of course, 
under exceptional circumstances, such as an easterly gale, which might prevent a vessel from leaving the 
Clarence or the Hunter—X think that the depth would be ample.

^"ou.<fo I10* think that less would be sufficient? I do not. I do not think there would be any' 
difficulty m obtaining this depth. The experience of the works so far carried out has been better than was expected.
629. Mr. Zee.] Tou have already admitted that you believe the district to be entitled to better com
munication with the outer markets than it has at the present time ? Undoubtedly.
630. The question naturally arises, which is the best way to give this communication—by improving the 
port, or by building a North Coast railway ? My opinion is that sooner or later we shall have the North 
Coast railway as well as the Harbour Improvements.
6.31. But, speaking of the present time ? I think that if the people there had to make their choice, they 
would say that the harbour improvements would serve them best. A North Coast railway, however, will 
open up an enormous tract of country lying above the head of river navigation which cannot be opened up now. • 1
632 At the present time the staple product of the district is maize. Could a railway bring that maize to 
market as cheaply as it could be brought by the steamers ? No ; if there were a railway there now, the stuff 
would be brought to Sydney more cheaply, notwithstanding the bad state of the river. A North Coast 
J.Q1QWyT’ Lowever, would open avenues of development which the rivers cannot open up.
633. Ho you think that the railway would be in competition with the steamers ? No. '
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634. Tou think that in the future the district will require both the railway and. steamer communication ?
1 think so. I think the North Coast railway is sure to be made, though I do not know how long it will 
be before it is made. There are hundreds and thousands of acres of the finest land in the world which 
■would be opened up by such a railway. _ _
635. It would be a gigantic mistake to spend large sums of money in improving tbe river if that expen
diture were afterwards to be made unnecessary by the construction of a railway. Tou think, however, 
that the railway when built will not compete with the river? I do not think the two will come into 
competition in the least degree. The district lower down the river must, of course, always be served by 
'the steamers. _ . _
636. The day must come when the settlement of the district will be larger, and when its production will 
be larger, aud when a class of product will be raised which it will pay to send away by railway ? 
Undoubtedly.
637. Therefore, if the country is committed to the improvement of the river, it does not follow that the 
money spent will be wasted if the railway is afterwards made ? I am sure it will not be wasted.
638. Mr. Hegan^ Do you know anything about the timber trade of the district ? There is not very much 
timber there now. In olden times, when the scrubs were standing, there used to be a lot of cedar, but 
they have to go back into the ranges for it now. Cedar and pine are got now in the gorges. The brush 
on the alluvial flats has been cut down in order to make way for the cultivation of the land.
639. If you go up Back Creek you get nearer to the good country than by going up the North Arm? The 
steamer does not go up the Bellinger at all; she only goes as far as the Government wharf, just inside 
the river, and flat-bottomed boats, carrying, perhaps, 600 bags, with a draught of 2 feet, propelled by a 
small tender, bring down her cargo. On one occasion I sent a small steamer up to Eernmount; but the 
steamers do not go there regularly. The cargo is brought down the river to them.
640. Pilot Itatcliffe told us that there had already been a great improvement in the river, and that there 
was now an average depth of 10 feet ? I am sure that the training-walls will have the effect of deepen
ing the channel.
641. Another witness told us that there was some of the best timber in the Colony in the Bellinger 
district ? There is no doubt that it is a wonderful district for hardwood—blackbutt, ironbark, and 
various kinds of gum. The hardwood there is as good as any you get in the world. I suppose the timber 
from Port Stephens up to the Clarence is as good as you would see in any part of the world.
642. Ellis Bros, are putting up a second mill on the river ? Tes; there is no question as to the quan
tity of timber available, and it is all pine timber.
643. Mr. Hdberts!\ Have there not been several wrecks upon the Bellinger during the last few years ? 
There have not been many wrecks, but a good many vessels have been stranded there. That is nearly as 
bad from a steamship owner’s point of view.
644. The navigation of the entrance is regarded as dangerous ? It is not dangerous, but it is very 
inconvenient. Steamers very often go ashore there. When I was there some five years ago I had two 
steamers ashore on the north spit, and a vessel carrying coal made for the entrance, but struck one of the 
spits and sank. I have never entirely lost a vessel there.
645. Tou think the time has arrived when something should be done for the people residing upon the 
north coast rivers ? Tes; and this is one of the most important rivers on the coast.
646. Does it resemble the Manning and the Macleay in any way ? Tes. They are all pretty much about 
the same; they have all high banks and run through rich alluvial land.
647. Land capable of producing anything ? Tes ; anything that good land will produce.
648. Are the people there going in for dairying at all ? Tes; but the bad state of the entrances injures 
them to some extent.
649. If these improvements are carried out, will it lead to a development of the district ? Tes. The 
North Coast Company put cool chambers into their steamers whenever there is any large quantity of 
dairy produce to be carried. These chambers enable shippers to land their goods in Sydney as fresh as 
when they left the dairy. When, however, there is a detention at the bar, there is a danger of the ice 
giving out, unless you have a refrigerating machine on board, and if the detention is very great the stuff 
may perish.
650. Are delays very frequent ? Tes.
651. What is the longest period that a steamer has been bar bound ? Steamers have been bar bound to 
my knowledge for a fortnight at a time, and in the olden days they were often bar bound for longer 
periods. The going into and out of the rivers by the steamers improves the bars to some extent. Mr. 
Darley has on more than one occasion moved the crust of sand upon the top of these bars, and that has 
the effect of causing a slight scour, thus deepening the channel, while the dragging of the steamer keels 
upon the sand has a similar effect. What they call the cover-piece, upon the stern of the steamers, wears 
out very quickly by reason of this dragging through the sand.
652. Would your vessels attempt to enter this river at the present time if an easterly or south-easterly 
gale were blowing ? No ; they would not attempt to enter in an easterly gale if there were 10 feet of 
water upon the bar.
653. Would they enter with a south-east gale under such conditions ? Tes; a south-easterly gale is not 
so bad.
654. Even if the proposed improvements were carried out it would be risky to attempt to enter during an 
easterly gale ? I think so ; but these gales do not last very long—never more than four or five days, 
allowing for the sea to go down after the wind has stopped.
655. The vessels could enter during southerly weather ? Tes. The easterly seas which we get on the 
coast are not always local. A- disturbance at'New Caledonia will sometimes make a big sea over here.
656. Tou think the suggested improvement would be of great advantage to the Bellinger district, because 
the people living there would have more certain communication with Sydney ? Tes. I have no doubt 
whatever that the Bellinger district is fully entitled to any reasonable expenditure upon work of this 
kind, which those whose business it is to study these matters think should be carried out.
657. Mr. Black.Tou said that the land in the district which is suitable for sugar-growing lies nearer to 
the hills than similar land on the Clarence;—what is the width of the country between the hills and the 
Bellinger ? I do not know. The coast range is nearer the sea-coast at the Bellinger than at the Clarence. 
I should think it was from 30 to 35 miles by river from the sea-coast to the hills.
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658. Is there a belt of cnltivatable land 30 miles in width upon each side of the river between the sea and J. See, . 
the ranges ? No. The river twists and turns a good deal between the sea and the ranges. I suppose that as Esq-; M.P. 
the crow flies the distance from the coast to the ranges would not be more than 20 miles. There is a strip
of good land all along the river. Sometimes it is a mile or two wide, at other times it-is 4 or 5 miles wide. Pn ’ ’
At Raleigh, I dare say, it is 5 miles wide. The forest land is good for dairying, just as is the alluvial land.
659. But not for cultivation ? No. As a rule they do not cultivate the forest land on these rivers. '
660. Is much of the forest land in use now ? Not so much as there would be if they went in more for 
dairying.
661. I suppose the bulk of the flat country is occupied ? It is all taken up more or less.
662. So that there is little room for development there ? Most of the alluvial land is taken up; but a 
great deal of forest land could be used for grazing.
663. I suppose that near the coast the land is chiefly covered with a scrubby growth, and is sandy ? Tes.
Down near the entrance to the river the soil deteriorates.
664. Tou have to come a few miles up the river before you get into good country. After 5 or 6 miles 
you begin to get into good country. Tou never get very good land close to the sea. The salt air would 
spoil the crops.
665. Do you think the district would develop greatly if facilities were afforded by the improvement of the 
channel and the deepening of the entrance ? Tes ; and I think that the people there are entitled to this 
improvement.
666. Tou think that the people there can fairly demand the carrying out of these improvements? Tes.
If the river were improved there would be an enormous increase in the production of live stock—pigs, 
poultry, and so on. If pigs are kept several days on a bar-bound vessel they lose condition. The same 
thing may be said about other farm produce. A farmer reckons to pay the expense of his house by 
selling his eggs, fowls, and produce of that kind.
•667. Mr. Sumphery.'] Wha,t is the difference between the freight to the Bellinger and the freight to Coff’s 
Harbour ? I do not know, because our boats do not go to Coff’s Harbour. The freight to the Bellinger 
is, I think, Is. 6d. a bag. I daresay it would be less to Coff’s Harbour, but there is no particular settle
ment about Coff’s Harbour.
668. Mr. Hoslcins.'] We were told yesterday by an old pilot that Coff’s Harbour was not always 
approachable ? That is so. It is not approachable in easterly weather. Coff’s Harbour might be made a 
good harbour, but it would require the expenditure of a good deal of money.
669. Mr. Humphery.'] To get goods to Coff’s Harbour they would have to be brought down the river by 
drogher ? Tes ; and then there would be dray haulage, or railway haulage from (say) Raleigh to Coff’s 
Harbour. We reckon that distance at about 20 miles.
670. It is not likely that where the river was accessible a producer would send stuff by rail to Coff’s 
Harbour rather than put it on board the Bellinger steamer ? No.
671. I suppose the river droghers are able to take produce away from almost every part of the district?
Tes ; W'e provide sufficient tonnage to take all the produce away.
672. Nearly all the settlement in the district is close to the river ? Tes ; but there is a good deal of 
back country that has not as yet been opened up. The present settlement is nearly all upon the banks 
of the river and of the creeks.
673. So that the steamers practically serve the whole of the settled part of the district ? No doubt.
When the bar was closed a few months ago some of the settlers, in the desire to get their goods to market, 
carted them over to Coff’s Harbour, but that was very expensive. It is a big day’s work to cart produce 
20 miles.
674. Has it frequently happened that the river has been closed for more than a day or two? Tes. This 
is the worst time of the year, because the tides are lower now, and there are not generally any floods to 
cause a scour. Of course, if we get a heavy fresh that deepens the bar, and I have known there to be as 
much as 12 feet of water on the Bellinger bar immediately after a flood.
675. In your opinion, the improvement of the river is to be preferred to both a North Coast railway and 
a railway from the Bellinger to Coff’s Harbour ? Tes. All these rivers—the Tweed, the Bellinger, the 
Nambucca, and others—are deserving of consideration, and their improvement must be of great benefit to 
the people on the North Coast. My intimate knowledge of these districts leads me to say that if better 
means of communication were provided, so that goods might be taken to market .more cheaply, there 
would be a large increase of settlement.
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John McLaughlin, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined —
676. Mr. JIumpTiery.'] Tou represent the Electorate of Raleigh in the Legislative Assembly ? Tes. j
677. The Raleigh electorate embraces the Bellinger district? Tes. Raleigh, on the Bellinger, is about McLaughlin,
the centre of the Raleigh electorate. Esq., M.P.
678. Mr. LeeJ] Erom what point of view do you wish to give evidence upon this question ? I want to f—
give evidence in favour of the extension of the training-walls which have already been commenced, and 16 APrih 1898-
want to show what a great benefit the carrying out of this work will be to the "district. When I visited
the Bellinger in May, 1896, I found the people almost in a state of famine. The bar was impassable,
and they were almost without the necessaries of life, except such as they produced themselves. The
storekeepers had lo get their goods from Sydney via the Macleay or via Coff’s Harbour, while the produce
that was raised was left on the hands of the producers, because it was impossible to ’get it to market. I
visited the entrance to the river, and I found that the southern training-wall, which was being made, was
only a half-tide wall, so that the water flowing over it prevented any considerable scour. The bar was
really shoaling up rather than improving, and there were not more than 4 or 5 feet of water upon it. I
pointed this out, and it was decided by Mr. Darley, upon the advice of the local engineer, to raise the
wall above high-tide, so as to prevent any loss of scour. Along the wall at the present time there is a
depth of nearly 15 feet. Very shortly after the wall was raised and brought a little further down the
river the entrance began to improve. At one time it used to be a good deal further south than its present
position. I have seen the “ Rosedale” coming in through a channel nearly half a mile south of the present
entrance. The contractor and the Government engineer explained to me that they hoped that as the
. southern
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southern training-wall reached completion the entrance, instead of being down south, would go out nearly 
straight, further to the north, and within a very few months that was what happened.
679. Have you been there since this improvement came about ? Yes, I have been there since, and I found 
that it has nearly always been impossible to cross the bar. Until the recent rough weather the steamer

’ was never bar-bound, Every £1,000 spent upon the work has improved this harbour. The wall now can 
never suffer from the rough seas, because the sand prevents them from coming in. It is not intended to 
take the wall out into rough water, because the stone obtainable is not heavy enough to resist the seas.
680. In your opinion the further the training-walls extend the better the bar becomes ? Yes; the 
construction of the northern training-wall will make a very great improvement.
681. It is not proposed to extend the southern training-wall very much ? No ; and I do not think that 
is necessary.
682. It is proposed to put a wall on the north side, where the firm red lines are shown. In your opinion, 
what effect would that have ? The effect of that must be to concentrate the water which now flows over 
the flats upon the entrance. The short wall that has been completed upon the north side of the South 
Arm has had a beneficial effect, but the current to a great extent expends its force upon the sandbank a 
little further down.
683. Which contributes most water in flood-time, the North Arm or the South Arm? I should think the 
North Arm always ; but there is a great deal of high country which drains into the South Arm.
684. If the works now proposed to be carried out were made, they would give a good entrance to the
river ? I feel confident of it from my own observations since 1896. ■
685. Have you any suggestions to lay before us in regard to the proposed work ? I have never heard any
suggestions for the alteration of the plans in any way. -
686. Mr. Fegan.'] What about Back Creek ? I understand that it is proposed to dam Back Creek, but I 
do not think it matters what happens to that creek.
687. Some work has been done in the neighbourhood of Back Creek on the north side of the south arm ? 
Yes; that has confined the scour to some extent.
688. Mr. Lee.] You are satisfied with the proposals of the engineers-? Perfectly.
689. You think they will be effective if carried out ? Yes.
690. Then, as to the justification for the work ? I think the Bellinger is as nice a little river as we have 
in the Colony. No one could pay a first visit there without being struck with great admiration for its 
richness, the beauty of its scenery, and the magnificent timber to be found there. If you travel between 
the Bellinger and the Nambucca, you will see extraordinarily good timber and splendid soil all the way 
through. You cannot excel the soil along the banks of the Bellinger.
691. What settlement there is is situated on the banks of the river ? The settlement of the district will 
largely increase if facilities are given for sending produce to Sydney. Hitherto they have been unable to 
get anything away from the place.
692. All the river land has been alienated for some years ? There is a largo amount of good farming 
land still reserved ; blocks are thrown open to selection nearly every year. A lot of land fit for agricul
tural purposes has been reserved, and a lot of timber land has been reserved.
693. Let us take the position as we have it to-day. The Bellinger is an old settled district, its chief pro
ductions being maize, butter, eggs, poultry, and timber. The trade is conducted by one steamer, making
a weekly trip, and by a few small coastal vessels. That being the case-----? I do not admit it to be
the case.
694. We have evidence to prove it ? The witnesses are mistaken. Mr. Ellis has recently brought a saw
mill from the Nambucca, and erected it upon the South Arm. He is starting a store, and will give em
ployment to about 200 men. No matter how many men are at work upon it, the timber there will not be 
exhausted for many years to come. Mr. Ellis’ steamers will bring timber to Sydney, and produce as well 
probably, and they will carry back goods.
695. Mr. O'Connor.] We have it in evidence that the timber of the district is the finest in Australia? I 
should say that it was almost the finest in the world. Between the Bellinger and the Don Dorrigo country 
you get every kind of timber.
696. Mr. Lee!] Timber can be allowed to find its way to market as circumstances permit, because it does 
not fluctuate in value, nor is it perishable. The timber trade could be dealt with under present con
ditions ? Sometimes the vessels cannot get into the river to take the timber away.
697. If they cannot get in one week they can get in the next; but if maize is kept under the hatches of a 
steamer for six or seven days it deteriorates ? Undoubtedly.
698. Does not the value of maize in the Sydney market fluctuate ? Yes, very much. '
699. If the settlers upon the Bellinger are to be put upon the same footing as those of more favoured 
rivers, they must be given an opportunity to take advantage of the Sydney market ? That is so.
700. To put them upon the same footing as the residents of the Clarence it becomes necessary to improve 
the entrance to the Bellinger, as the entrance to the Clarence has been improved ? It is both necessary 
and just.
701. Can maize-growing be carried on profitably in the district unless these facilities are given ? Only 
under a great disadvantage.
702. Live stock and perishable produce must be got to market as quickly as possible ? No doubt.
703. Do you think that if a reliable port were given to this district the quantity of produce sent away 
would largely increase ? Yes, very largely.
704. The settlers there would cultivate more of their land ? Yes, a great deal more.
705. And probably more Crown land would be taken up ? Yes.
706. 'You think the development of the district is retarded by the want of proper communication with 
the Sydney markets ? Yes.
707. Do you know of any better way of giving this communication than by improving the bar ? The only 
other way would be to make a tramway or a railway to Coff’s Harbour, and Coff’s Harbour is not always 
available to shipping. In 1896 the people of the district were in despair because of the state of the 
Bellinger bar, and an agitation was got up in favour of the railway to Coff’s Harbour; but a steamer 
cannot lie at the jetty there. Passengers have to be landed by the help of the crane.
708. And that is not always possible ? No.
709. "Would it be possible for settlers on the South Arm to send their produce by droghers up the North

Arm,
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Arm, then to put it on to the railway, and afterwards to ship it at Coff’s Harbour ? The handling would J. 
handicap them to such an extent that I am afraid there would be no profit left. McLaughlin,
- P' “creased expenditure would equal the loss now entailed by detentions at the.harp It would 
intensity their loss. I believe that when the proposed wrorks are carried out there will he from 10 to 15 R 
feet of. water on the bar. At the present time, if you are located in Bellingen, Pernmount, or any of the pri ’ ‘
towns in the district, you never know when you can get aw^ay again.
711. There is room for the development of the district? A great deal of room.
712. How far away is Don Dorrigo ? The Never Never Creek joins the river about 24 miles from the
entrance. The district there is very fertile, and you then gradually commence to ascend to the Don 
Dorrigo country. You go through magnificent country; hut the land is so thickly timbered that no 
attempt can be made to use it until the timber has been removed. After 12 miles travelling you get into '
the Don Dorrigo country, and you are then at an elevation of nearly 2,000 feet. There you find splendid 
agricultural land. A large number of settlers are at present engaged in clearing off the timber, which in
most cases they destroy altogether. Their produce they bring down to the Bellinger.
/13. Not to Goff’s Harbour ? No ; they have no road there. ’
^14. lyfinld that be a more convenient place if there ivere a road P If there were a good road they 
would prefer to go to Coff’s Harbour, because they are always sure of getting a steamer there. The 
steamer leaves there at a fixed hour every week.
^"^’i i^u^6 ■Pr0P0SeC*’WOrkS are c.a™eci 0l1*'! how will that produce find its way to market? I think it 

tt elJ ^y.way Bellinger. Of course, a great many of the settlers residing at the back ofLott s Harbour will always go there.
you think that the effect of improving the river will be to concentrate the traffic from the district 

DinS URiuediately behind the Bellinger and about 30 miles back ? I think that the traffic from a great 
part ox the Don Dorrigo country will come down to the Bellinger.
/17. There is a lotof good grazing country Ijnng at the back of the river which at the present time 
cannot be used . Yes; for want of a market. At the present time farmers bring their potatoes from '
Huy hawkes down to the Bellinger by team.

,718. What is ydur opinion of the future of this district ? I think that the more it becomes known the 
more its population will increase, and the richer it will become. It is a wonderfully rich country. There ’ 

nw 6 one sforekeeper in the district, but nowr there are four in the town of Bellingen alone.
719. Ihere is a good deal of similar country behind Coff’s Harbour ? . Yes. There is good mining and *
'7ori1C1Tv Ura* C0Untry kernel Coff’s Harbour. The land is higher, but it is similarly timbered.
720. Do you think the residents on the Bellinger would be willing to contribute something to recoup the 
(government for this expenditure, seeing that it would mean a reduction of freight to them ? I think 
they would be willing to pay something if they were not asked too much. At the present time they pay 
Is. 6d. to send away a bag of maize, whereas on the Clarence they only pay9d. Still, the Clarence people

recouP Government for the expenditure upon the Clarence, and, therefore, it is likely 
that the Bellinger people would object to pay anything.
721. You think that if river dues are imposed they should be imposed all round ? Yes. .
722. Beyond that you do not wish to express an opinion in regard to the matter ? I would not recom
mend the imposition of dues.

-GA'® you any reason to suppose that the bulk of the settlement will be in the vicinity of Coff’s 
Harbour rather than in the vicinity of the Bellinger? No ; because the land near Coff’s Harbour is not 
!? ®ui*ed W1’ agriculture as is the land along the Bellinger. The country for 10 or'15 miles round ■Loll s Harbour is timbered country.
/24. I presume you are of opinion that if these works are carried out traffic will be attracted from a much 
larger district than that from which the river at present draws traffic ? Undoubtedly.
725. Possibly a large amount of traffic may be drawn from Coff’s Harbour? No doubt '
726. Do you see any objection to that ? No. .
721 . It would be better to have a reliable entrance to the Bellinger than an unreliable port at Coff’s 
Harbour ?_ Yes ; but Coff’s Harbour will always be used.
728. Still it is an unreliable port? Yes; steamers cannot lie there.
729. Is it likely that passengers would go to Coff’s Harbour to be put on board the steamer by means of
a crane if they could take the steamer from the Bellinger Biver ? No. People going to Coff’s Harbour 
irom the Bellinger have to be driven 20 miles, and someone must be there to meet them on their return, 
ihere would be a great increase m the passenger trade from the Bellinger if passengers could always be sure ot getting away. , □ r o j
730. Do you think the country is justified in undertaking the improvement of the North Coast rivers at the 
present time . Yes, in the absence of a North'Coast railway. The people in these districts have paid large 
sums or money to the Crown for their ]and, and there is a very large amount of settlement. Nearly all our 
maize comes from these rivers, and we must provide the people there with facilities for‘getting to market

connection with the district, you think that it would be wise to carry 
out this work If I were about to retire from the district to-morrow I. would say that the work is not 
only justifiable but absolutely necessary. .
732 Mr. Fegan.'] How will the improvement of this river benefit the Crown in any way ? The more 
people settle there the more the Crown will get for its land. A very large land revenue comes from
the distrmt now ; but if the people are not given facilities for getting to market thev will not be able to pay tor their land. • o o „ ^ .
ffs^cost ?a rNoWdoubtre ab°Ufc ^ be C0DstrUctecI’ the P60!31® usiriS wouW have to pay something towards

th® Q;oTernment wil1 get no direct profit from this work? No. I think it is a pity that the 
iN orth Coast railway was not constructed many years ago.
735 Would you prefer a railway to the proposed harbour improvements ? Yes, if I had a show of getting it.
736 Have you at any time presented a petition in favour of the construction of this work? No. A 
petition was presented, hut that was m 1892, before I became the member for the district. Since I have 
work a member 1 have lmPreBsed UP011 the Department tbe absolute necessity for pushing on with this

46—D 737.
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J- 737. Is one of the polling-booths for the electorate on the Bellinger ? There is a polling-booth at
MdAiupiUn, Bellin„enj another at Pernmount, another at Baleigh, and another at the Bellinger Heads.
Esq., M.P. h ia tlle p0pU]ation ? The population at the Heads is not very large. At the time of the election

6 a number of the men employed in connection with the construction of the training-walls were working at
6 April, 1898. & ? mi]es u.) ^ ^ ;,nd they voted at Pernmount. Since Mr. Ellis went there the population

739.CThedseaw-imll will only employ about twenty-five men? More than that They employ as many 
people as they can in getting timber. There is plenty of timber to be got, and the
74(h "What market have they for the timber ? They are sending it to Sydney. The red mahogany they

741. The greater part of the timber taken from the Bellinger may be expected to go to the London
742k We Imve been informed that there are 34,300 acres of alienated land in the Bellinger district
17,500 acres of reserved land ; and 241,200 acres of Crown land. If the proposed works are carried
out, the Crown land will probably fetch a higher price than it would otherwise fete . es.
743. That will be an indirect benefit obtained from this work ? Tes. , .
744. Ho you not think that if Back Creek were blocked, there would be a better scour down the main 
channel ? No doubt. I do not know if the blocking of the creek would do any harm.
745. Part of the traffic now goes up the creek? Tes.
746. There is a shoal at the junction of the two arms? Tes. ij
747 Tou are satisfied that if the proposed work were carried out, the Government would be recoupe 
indirectly by the sale of Crown land; homes would be given to more people; and a greater amount ot 
produce would be sent to the Sydney market ? Tes.
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Louis Paulson, master of the steamer “ Bosedale,” sworn, and examined
L. Paulson, /740 71/1. Ewan 1 How long have you been trading to the Bellinger ? About six years.—^ 749 What ifthe navigation8 of the1 river like now 7 The river is not navigable for coasting steamers l.ke

6 April, 1898. ^ h Eosedale.» We can only get up about half a mile—as far as the Government wharf.
750 What does your vessel draw ? Seven feet six inches when loaded. mL o ahnnl751 What hinders you from getting up the river? The shoals and sandbanks. Theie is a large shoal
lying across the entrance to the North Arm. The water follows down the training-wall that is being con

structed on the eastern side of the North Arm ; but there is no wall on the western side to confine it and 

thus make a scour Where the temporary bank is shown on the map they were pumping sand from the 

«outh side to the north for some time, until a deep gutter was formed on the south side, and the 

pressure of water on the north side drove the sand back again. IN ow they are pumping the sand from 

the north side but the bank will never be permanent until the training-walls are made, because the first 

fresh will break throudi again. The danger we have to fear is that the river may break through to the 

beach'above the present channel. When they start to build the wall down along the island it will confine

J^TuXttrd that iHs easier to get up Back Creek than to get up the mam channel? Tes, at the 
• present time, because of the shoal at the entrance to the North Arm Still a dredge “Vj4 c“* t^0U*A

that bank in a week, and then the droghers could get up the river. Back Creek is merely a gutter. If
the north end were blocked, it would silt up altogether. _ ^ t i a. j-h ' a loof753 What is the longest detention you have had at the Bellinger? I was kept there six days last trip 

of ft. he,;, L. Three or lour ,e„r. ego l ™ there for fifteen d.™, hut that *» before the, 
etarted to make the training-nail. There were then only 4 feet of water on the bar. ..
7^4 Since these works have been carried out, has the channel improved at ail. 1 es, consideraD y.
755! Do you think that if they are continued as proposed, there will be 10 feet of water at the entrance .
There is 9 feet at the present time. m , •
756. What is the tonnage of your vessels ? Two hundred tons.
7!)7 What are the chief products that you carry ? Maize, cedar, poultry, &c. , . . , . .
758 Earm produce 7 Tes ; we bring down cream and butter now because they are going in for dairying. 
759. mT/do you do with the cream when you are detained inside the bar for three days ? It kept very
wpII last time. *W*e ba-ve a cool chamber on board. ,.i j 1,^
760 The uncertainty of transit is a great drawback to the district? Tes. Ot course you would be 
delayed a^timeseveu if there were 20 feet of water on the bar, by the heavy seas Under ordinary 
Smstlces, however, I have only been delayed two or three days m a year since they commenced to
make the traininer-walls. We must credit these walls with the improvement. . . . , , .
761 Do you think that the carrying out of this work will develop the district ? The district is bound to
rlevplou it facilities are given lor the carnage of produce. •*11*11 1 i.-j 076-’ Do vou think the lack of these facilities has kept the district from becoming thickly populated. 
Tes’; but since I have been trading there the district has improved wonderfully, and especially during the
tS fHlveeyou any figures, showing what the improvement of the trade has been? No; I am not 

keeping a special account, but I know that the quantity of farming produce sent down has increased 
wonderfully, and our vessel has been fairly successful. At one time the channel used to he always 

shifting away to the north, but now we always have a fair depth ot water.

764 What winds are worst for getting into the river ? Easterly winds.
76A Is the South Arm navigable ? Tes, for a distanae of about 7 miles. I do rot know exactly what the 
depth is; but vessels drawing 6 or 7 feet go up there.

TUESDAY,
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The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.

27

Patrick Hogan, sworn, and examined :—
766. Chairman.'] You at one time were a Member of the Legislative Assembly ? Yes. P. Hogan,
767. You are now in business in Sydney ? Yes. —A——\
768. Mr. Roberts.] You are well acquainted with the North Coast district generally? Yes. I do not 12April,1898. 
think there are many men who could come before this Committee who are better acquainted with the
North Coast district from Newcastle to the Tweed than I am. I have had an every-day acquaintance 
with it for the last thirty years.
769. You have had business relations with the district for many years ? Yes.
770. And you represented an electorate there for some years ? Yes ; for three years.
771. Are you well acquainted with the Bellinger district? Yes.
772. Do you think that the improvements which it is proposed by the Government to carry out at the
entrance to the Bellinger will have the desired effect ? 1 think so. When I was there less than three '
years ago, a man could have ridden a bicycle over the Bellinger bar.
773. Would that be at low tide ? Yes. There is not more than 3 feet of a rise in the tide there at any 
time, and at the time of which I speak there was not more than 4 ft. 6 in. on the bar. I was there again 
less than twenty days ago, when the s.s. “ Bosedale,” upon which I was a passenger, and which was 
drawing not less than 7 ft. or 7 ft. 6 in., crossed the bar without the slightest difficulty, at ebb tide, and 
without touching.

’ 774. Is this improvement owing to the work that has already been carried out ? Yes, unmistakably.' The 
additional depth is due to the southern training-wall. When I was last there I made it my particular 
business to look into the whole matter, so as to be able to afford what information I could to this Com
mittee on my return.
775. How much of the works shown on the plan has already been carried out ? The greater part of the 
southern training-wall. When that wall was started at the old ferry a boat drawing more than 4 or 5 feet 
of water could not moor there, but now there are 20 feet of water at the Government wharf, and I do 
not think there are less than 17 feet of water at any part of the wall. On the northern side they are also 
constructing what is shown on the map as a “ temporary bank,” to conduct the water of the North Arm 
against the southern wall, and thus cause a scour in the channel. I do not think money has ever been 
expended in the Colony with better results than at the Bellinger Eiver.
776. Do you think it desirable that the north and south breakwaters should be carried out in the near 
future? Yes. I am of opinion that if you carry the training-walls 150 or 160 feet further out you 
will get sufficiently deep water for all practical purposes. The silt from the quarries which they are 
now throwing away would be very useful in the construction of the temporary bank, because there is no 
force of water to wash against that bank.
777. Do you think that the works at present proposed will be sufficient to meet the requirements of the 
river traffic for some years ? I think so. There is nothing but sand above where the northern wall is 
shown. Whether that sand is likely to become troublesome in the absence of the northern wall I cannot 
say, but at the present time the southern wall carries deep water all along it, and, of course, if the 
northern wall were constructed it would be impossible for the sand above it to interfere with the channel.
778. Where do they get the stone which they are now using ? In a quarry which they have opened up 
about 6 miles up the South Arm. To get stone of the size required by the specifications, they have to 
move a lot of silt and small stuff into the river. When I was there I suggested that this refuse, which 
now goes to waste, might be used in the construction of a temporary bank. It would be just as effective 
as larger stone, and only less expensive.
779. Has the work been carried out by contract or by day-labour ? By contract. The contract is to 
quarry the stone, and punt it down to the wall, and for this work so much a ton is paid. They are now 
putting stone into the temporary bank which would be much better used on the southern training-wall.
Only very small stone is necessary for the temporary bank.
780. What are the principal products of the Bellinger district ? The products of all these rivers are 
pretty well the same—maize, timber, pigs, poultry, and so forth. This is purely an agricultural district..
781. Is the land as fertile as the land on the Macleay ? Yes, it is very similar. There is a sameness
about the whole district north of the Manning. The Bellinger is a beautiful little river, and is well worthy 
of the expenditure necessary to make a harbour there. ,
782. Is the production sufficiently large to warrant the expenditure of £36,000 there ? Unmistakably,
yes. I do not know of any public work that has yielded better results than that part of this scheme 
which has already been carried out. The district is as good as any north of Sydney, though it is limited 
in area compared with the Clarence and the Macleay districts. Overhanging it is the Don Dorrigo 
country, one of the best districts in the Colony. '
783. Do you think that the improvements to the Bellinger are likely to lead to settlement in the Don 
Dorrigo country? It must have that effect. The Government have already gone to the expense of 
making a road from the valley of the Bellinger up to the Don Dorrigo country.
781. Is the soil there capable of producing anything ? Yes. It is as good as the soil in the Big Scrub on 
the Eichmond, though the climate is not quite the same.
785. How far would the Don Dorrigo country be from the nearest point at which produce could be 
shipped on the Bellinger ? From 20 to 25 miles.

786.
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P. Hog&n. ygg. How far up the river do the ocean steamers go ? Only as far as the Government wharf—not more 
z-—than a mile and a half.

12Apnl, 1898. 7g7_ jg tjje _A_rm navigable to an ocean steamer ? No. The ocean steamer could get up to Pern-

mount, a distance of about 12 miles, if the channel were dredged.

788. Is all the produce of the district brought down to the Government wharf by droghers and punts? 
Yes.
789. For how many miles is the produce carried in this way ? I should say 20 or 30 miles. There are 
between 40 and 50 miles of settlement on the Bellinger Eiver.
790. Does that include the North Arm ? The North Arm means the main Bellinger Eiver.
791. How far does it extend ? Only 40 or 50 miles. I have been at least 15 miles beyond where the 
Don Dorrigo Eoad crosses the Bellinger, and I was told that farming settlements extend that distance 
beyond again.
792. Have you any knowledge of the area of the rich agricultural land on the banks of the Bellinger? I 
could not say what it is. When you get up to the head of the river the quality of the land is good ; 
but the inconvenience of getting produce away has kept people from taking it up. Less than 20 miles

' from Bellingen there is only about a foot of water in the river.
793. Could that part of the river be made navigable by the use of dredges? No; you could not make 
the river navigable, and it would be hopeless to think of bringing the ocean steamer above Fernmount.
794. Is all the land on the banks of the river occupied ? Yes ; as far as deep water is concerned, and 
it has been under cultivation for thirty years past. The people that came to the district followed the 
river up, and the people higher up appear as happy and contented as those down on what is known as the 
deep water.
795. Is there any land still available for settlement ? I think there would be some at the head and
arms of the river. .

/ 796. How far would the Don Dorrigo people have to bring their produce before they could put it on to
the droghers ? The distance would be very little, if anything, short of 20 miles.
797. Is Back Creek navigable by punts ? Yes; everything has to be punted from any point west of 
Fernmount.
798. I suppose Sydney is the market for the produce in this district ? Yes.
799. Is one steamer able to carry it all ? Yes.
800. How many trips does she make ? One a week.
SOI. Are any sailing vessels employed there? Yes; five or six. They are engaged in carrying timber. 
There are mills there which cut hardwood, and the sailing vessels bring this timber away.
802. Do the sailing vessels also bring maize ? No, not now.
803. So that there are two distinct trades ? Yes.
801. There is no difficulty now in getting over the bar? Not the slightest. Vessels can get in and out 
without inconvenience.
805. You say that the works already carried out have brought about this result ? Yes. This result is 
attributable to the good work done by the training-walls.
806. Do you look upon the Bellinger district as as good for the production of maize as the Macleay district ? 
The land is as good, but its area is limited. It is alluvial laud, and grows good maize. Eight up for 50 
miles, it is good farming land.
807. Is there any difference between the quality of the maize produced on the Manning, the Bellinger, 
the Macleay, the Clarence, and the Eichmond ? To get the best maize, we must not go further north 
than the Clarence. Maize grown more to the south is more approved of than maize grown on the Clarence 
and on the Eichmond ; but the difference in price D merely nominal. The maize grown on the other 
rivers is more marketable. The Clarence maize comes into the market earlier than the maize from the 
rivers further south ; but it is not quite as good.
808. The Macleay is one of the best districts in the Colony for the production of maize ? Yes ; because 
of its area ; but the maize grown there is not better than that grown on the Bellinger or on the Nambucca.
809. From what other parts of the Colony do you get maize ? I get maize from Tumut, and I have also 
got maize from the Bega district.
810. Do you get any from New England ? No. The maize grown there is consumed locally.
811. Is not maize now grown in the Western district ? Yes ; but it is not sent to the Sydney market.
812. How does the maize, grown in the various parts of the Colony, compare ? Maize grown at places 
like Tumut or at Bega will keep longer than maize grown on the northern rivers, because it is not so 
subject to weevil.
813. Mr. Clarice^] Maize sometimes comes to Sydney from Mudgee? Possibly; but I have never had
any maize from there. '
814. Mr. Ro'beris.'] But that maize does not command a higher price ? Occasionally, when river maize is 
weevilly.
815. You are prepared to recommend the expenditure of £36,000 upon this work? Yes. Double that 
amount would be profitably expended if you could make a good harbour at the Bellinger.
816. The people on the North Coast rivers have for many years past been isolated, and they now think 
they should be given better communication with the Sydney market ? Yes ; for thirty years past I have 
been trading with these places, and have owned vessels going there. When I first sent a vessel to the 
Macleay she got 3s. 4d. a bag freight, because of the difficulty of navigation and the absence of other 
communication. It is all nonsense to talk about the North Coast railway relieving this district. It would 
never pay to send heavy produce by rail to Sydney. What they want is the improvement of their bar 
harbours.
817. What freight is paid upon maize sent from the Bellinger ? I think the average freight on the 
Nambucca and Bellinger is from 4^d. to 5d. a bushel.
818. That is from the wharf ? Yes.
819. And there is an additional charge for droghering? No ; the whole freight from the Bellinger is at 
the present time about 4|d. a bushel.
820. Mr. Lee.That includes droghering? Yes.
821. Mr. Roherts.~\ Do you regard that as a very liberal charge ? ■ I do not think there is room for 
competition with such a freight.
822. What is the freight for timber ? For log timber it is 3s. per 100 feet. 823.
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Yes; and for light and valuable produce. 

The single fare is 25s. first-class and 15s.

823. Since the navigation of the Bellinger has been improved have the insurance charges been reduced ? P- Hogan. 
As a matter of fact, there is no insurance effected now on the North Coast in connection with sailing
vessels, because, for some years past, there bate been subsidised tug services. Tugs meet the sailing 12Apribl898. 
vessels, and tow them into and out of the rivers, reducing risk to a minimum. When I was connected 
with sailing vessels going to the district the average rate of insurance was 10 per cent, on the declared 
value.
824. What is the rate now ? I do not know. I should think it would be about li or l-f per cent.
825. The rate for the Bellinger would be about the same as the rate for the Macleay P Yes.

Is the entrance to the Bellinger better than the entrance to the Macleay ? I should think so ; but 
no doubt the Government will succeed in making a good entrance to the Macleay. .
827. Do you think there is any other way in which the people of the North Coast district could be as well 
served as by the improvement of their harbour? No. The only facility you can give them for getting 
their produce to market is by the construction of works like this which you are now considering.
828. Have you seen the plans of the surveyed railways from West Maitland to Taree and on to Grafton ?
No ; but I know the country. '
829. Of what use would such a railway be to the people of the district? It would facilitate their com
munication with Sydney, but I do not think it would carry the produce of the district. In the first place, 
the railway would have to go at the head of the rivers, and it would be next to impossible to take produce 
to it. In the next place, the railway charges would be too heavy to make it profitable for the people to 
send produce by it.
830. bo that the line would be used only for passenger traffic ?
Heavy produce would not pay to send by railway.
831. What is the steamer fare from the Bellinger to Sydney ? 
second-class.

^•re ^ares san:ie the other rivers ? The passenger fare to the Clarence is lower, because the 
traffic is greater. The produce rates are less on the Clarence, because the trade is larger and the steamers 
can go right up the river and load at the various wharfs. The rate for maize is 9d. a bag from the 
Clarence, and Is. 6d. a bag from the Bellinger.
833. Maize could not be sent from this district by rail so cheaply as by water ? No.

?° ?0U k.now ’"'hat quantity of maize is shipped from the Bellinger each year? Last year 200,000 
bushels of maize were grown on the Bellinger, and it was all shipped to Sydney.
835. Has.there been an increase in the production during the last four years? No, not much; but this 
year being a.very favourable one, 250,000 bushels of maize will be sent to Sydney from the Bellinger, and 
the production from the Nambucca and from the Macleay will probably exceed the ordinary annual 
production by about the same proportion.
836. Has the railway been surveyed through the Don Dorrigo country ? I believe so. Only a railway
would serve that country. . .
837. A railway from the New England table-land ? Yes.
838. hrom what point should such a railway be brought? Prom any point.on the Northern line. There 
are not many people in the Don Dorrigo district yet, but the land is very valuable. It is all but impossible, 
however, to bring produce from there to the Bellinger Valley for shipment to Sydney.
839. If a railway were taken to the Don Dorrigo country would it open up auy market for the Bellin'! 
maize? No; because they can grow maize in the Don Dorrigo district. There is no land onjt 
Bellinger or on the Macleay better than the Don Dorrigo land. It is what is known as cedar scrub land, 
and is exactly on all fours with the Eichmond Eiver big scrub land.

any market be found for the Bellinger maize further to the west if such a railway were made ?
Ibe Don Dorrigo country stands at an elevation of from 2,000 to 3,000 feet above the Bellinger district, 
so that you could hardly haul anything there from the Bellinger Valley. The only thing that is brought 
from the Don Dorrigo country to the Bellinger at the present time is cedar and other valuable timber, 
which is found there in great abundance. I have been up into the Don Dorrigo country, over the 
Government cutting, but it is very difficult to get there.
841. Is not the road good? Yes; but it is exceedingly steep.
842. How long is it? It would take you from six to seven hours to drive the distance in a buggy, and I 
suppose you would travel at about 3 miles an hour.
843. I suppose it wmuld be 90 miles from the Northern line to the head of the Bellinger? I do not 
know exactly what the distance is, but I should think it would be close upon 100 miles from Armidale to 
Tvempsey.
844. Which is the principal town upon the Bellinger? Bellingen is the Government township; then 
there is lernmount, 3 miles further east; and there is also a pretty considerable settlement at the Heads, 
if you include the pilot station and the men working on the harbour vrorks there. .
840. Are the people in the district fairly prosperous ? They are as well to do in a general wav as in any 
place I know oi. They are industrious, and they live on their own resources.
846. Are they making any experiments in dairying ? Dairying is carried on there as on the Macleay and
hi other places. On all these rivers they go in for mixed farming—they milk, grow maize, rear pigs, and 
so on. Hence they are in a better position now than they used to be in the past. ” ’ -
847. Is much bacon curing done there ? There is no factory on the Bellinger, but there is alanre factory
at Kempsey to which pigs are driven. ' ~ J
848. But the pigs are, as a rule, sent to Sydney alive ? Yes ; before the Kempsey factorv was established
they all came to Sydney. ‘ "
849. Will the North Coast district ultimately become essentially a dairying district ? Only on a limited 
scale. Of course, if they take land away from maize production it will shorten the supply of maize.
850. Whichgives the better return, dairying or maize-growing? It depends upon the price at which 
maize is selling. I understand that it would take an acre to support a cow, whose produce would be 
worth £7 a year, while an acre of maize, yielding 40 bushels, would give a return at 3s. a bushel of £6 a 
year, but the labour of production -would be less.
85L Is mucb cheese-making done on the North Coast ? No ; the cream is mostly sent to Sydney • but at 
the factories, of course, they make butter and cheese. , ’
8o2. Do you see any reason why the North Coast district should not gain as good a reputation for cheese 
and bacon curing as the South Coast district ? There is no reason why it should not. S53.

iger 
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• Hogan. 853. Is it not a fact that some of the butter produced in the North Coast district is looked upon in 
England with greater favour than any other Australian butter? I am told that no better butter can be 

1 Apn , . pro(juce(j than some of that made in the North Coast district. The grass on the Eichmond is better for
the production of cream than the ordinary grass, because the land there has been laid down with English 
grasses. •
854. Has there been much loss at the Bellinger in connection with shipping ? The losses there have been
serious, and must represent a considerable figure. Not only have vessels been wrecked, but there has also 
been great loss of time through detentions. "
855. Which is the most dreaded weather there ? The most violent weather comes from the south-east;
but the easterly weather is also bad. ,

' 856. When is the bar at its best—in winter during the prevalence of westerly gales, or in summer when 
north-easterly winds are blowing ? There is no trouble at all now, but in the past north-easterly weather 
used to wash the sand on to the bar. .
857. Therefore the bar used to be best during the winter ? Tes. When these works are finished, how
ever, the scour will be sufficient to make a perpetually deep channel. _
858. Mr. Clarke^] You have stated that the rate of freight is now Is. 6d. a bag ;—do you think that the 
freight will be reduced when it becomes possible to take vessels into the river drawing 8 or 10 feet of ■ 
water ? The company say that they will then make a reduction in the freight.
859. To what extent ? I should not think it would be less than 25 per cent, if the ocean steamers are 
enabled to go in safely, and load up fully.

' 30 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

WEDNESDAY, 20 APRIL, 1898. 
present:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphert. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henrx Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Eeoan, Esq.
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Weight, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.

Frederick Thomas Matthews, sworn, and examined:—
F. T. 860. Chairman.'] You are a resident of the Bellinger Eiver ? Yes.

Matthews. 861. You have resided there for a number of years ? For nearly twTenty years.
,--- (—862. Mr. Clarke.] What was the state of the bar during the last few years previous to the commencement

20April,1898. 0£ ]]arbour works at the Bellinger ? At times it was very bad indeed. During my residence on the 
Bellinger I have known ten weeks to elapse during which vessels were unable to cross in or out, owing to 
the shallowness of the bar.
863. That would greatly injure the trade of the district ? Yes ; I have known the farmers to take the
maize out of their barns and burn it in order to give room for the new season’s crops. _
864. Since the commencement of the river improvement has the depth of the water on the bar increased, 
and the navigation of the entrance become easier ? Up to about eighteen months ago the improvement 

of the bar was not very noticeable, but the crossings inside were very much better. Since November, 

1897, however, there has been a marked improvement in the depth of water on the bar.

865. Has that been caused by the harbour works ? Yes, undoubtedly. _ _
866. I suppose you are aware that it is proposed to expend between £130,000 and £140,000 in improving
the Bellinger entrance ;—do you think that in the interests of the country that expenditure is justifiable ? 

I am not an engineer, but from what I have seen of the results of the expenditure up to date I should not 
think that so large an additional expenditure was required. _ _

867. You are not an engineer ? No ; but I have had a great deal of experience in connection with the 
Bellinger bar. I have seen it weekly, and sometimes almost daily.
868. Is the dredging of the river going on at the present time? Yes. I think I have been the largest
shipper both inwards and outwards on the Bellinger for many years. _ _
869. I suppose the river still requires dredging? Yes ; all the northern rivers do. The floods periodically
silt them up. ’
870. I suppose the dredges will be required even afler the improvement of the entrance has been 
completed? I have noticed that where the training-walls have been constructed the scour has deepened 
the channel without any dredging. Near where the Government wharf is I have known it to be impossible 
to get an empty boat up at low tide, but now there are 12 or 13 feet of water there at low tide. The tide, 
too, rises much more rapidly, even at a distance of some miles up the river, than it used to do. The 
entrance is straighter.
871. What is the average value of the import trade of the Bellinger ? I should say that it was between 
£35,000 and £40,000 per annum.
872. How many tons of goods are brought in ? I should say from 150 to 180 tons a month.
873. About 20,000 tons a year ? Yes. _
874. What is the export trade ? Last year about fifty-one bags of maize were sent away. In conversation 
with the pilot, who keeps a record. I learnt that 40,000 bags had been sent away, and the season at that 
time was not quite over.
875. What other produce comes from the district ? Figs, poultry, and eggs are shipped from the district. 
Probably 40,000 dozen eggs are sent away annually, and from 4,000 to 5,000 pigs. This exportation has 
increased largely of late owing to the improved shipping facilities.
876. I suppose that w'hen maize is cheap more is consumed by the pigs than when it is bringing a better 
price ? Well, it is only lately that the farmers there have gone in for exporting pigs.

877.
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877. Is that because of the better prices obtained for bacon? That may have had something to do with I-- T;
it; but I think that it is chiefly due to the improved shipping facilities. Duringthe last eighteen months, Matthews, 
the s.s. “Rosedale” has been trading to the port regularly. There have been some slight delays ; 2uX*riTl898 
they have been owing to heavy weather outside, not to the want of water on the bar. p ’ ‘
878. I suppose the depth of water on the bar will increase if the harbour works are continued ? I think 
SO; judging from the effect of the existing works.
879. Chairman.1 Has the improvement of the bar been incidental to the carrying out of the harbour works,
or merely contemporaneous with it? I think it has been incidental to it. The harbour works have created 
a channel in quite a different position from the old channel. The bar has been deepened, and the channel 
has moved 300 or 400 yards further north. For a time the bar was very bad ; but since the influence of 
the diversion of water caused by the wall overcame the natural flow of the river there has been a good 
depth of water on the bar, and a straight entrance. The steamer has been coming in regularly, both by 
night and by day. ' I should think that the velocity of the tide has at least doubled since the training- 
wall was constructed. ,
880. Mr. Clarke^ Gan you tell us what is the population of the district ? There are about 430 electors 
in the Bellinger division of the Baleigh Electorate.
881. 'Would that represent a population of 1,600 ? Well, the families there are pretty large. In the 
Bostobrick division, which comprises the Don Dorrigo Scrub, there are fifty or sixty electors.
882. These people would be immediately benefited by the improvement of the river ? Yes. ’
883. Do you th;nk that the whole number to be benefited would exceed 2,000? I think that the population 
of the Bellinger is much more than 2,000, and I include the population of the Don Dorrigo country, whose 
outlet is the Bellinger. I think the whole population would be about 2,500.
881. If the improvements were carried out, do you think the population of the district would considerably 
increase in five or ten years ? I think there is room for a considerable increase in population. In the 
Don Dorrigo Scrub alone there is sufficient country to support a much larger population than that already 
settled on the river. There is a far greater extent of good country there than there is on the Bellinger 
Biver. On the Bellinger there is a considerable area which would be used for dairying, if we had regular 
steam communication.
885. Mr. Wright What distance is the Don Dorrigo country from the Bellinger? From the point to which 
the droghers ply to the first selector on the top of the mountain the distance is 18^ miles. You enter the 
scrub immediately you reach the top of the mountain. >
886. Mr. Clarkeh] I suppose the Bellinger is the only outlet for the population of the Don Dorrigo ?
Yes ; There is a very fair road now from the valley of the Bellinger to the top of the mountain, a distance 
of 7i miles. The Government have expended about £11,000 on that road already.
887. There is a considerable quantity of good land in the district, apart from the land on the flats where 
the maize is grown? Yes.
888. Would that be taken up for dairying and grazing purposes ? I think that the whole of the Don 
Dorrigo Scrub will be taken up for dairying. Duringthe last twelve months 2,000 or 3,000 acres have 
been taken up there. Men have come across from the Richmond River scrub to take up land there.
839. I suppose that dairying is only in its infancy there, and is likely to increase ? There is a very large area 
there which is admirably adapted for dairying. The climate is very suitable, and the country is well 
watered.
890. What is the elevation of the Don Dorrigo country ? The average elevation would be from 2,500 
feet to 2,800 feet. It is 2,800 feet where the road reaches the top of the mountain. ■
891. There would be frost there in the winter time ? Yes, it is cold there in the winter.
892. Would that interfere with dairying? Of course, the winters there would be more severe than the 
winters on the Bellinger; but the climate is very suitable for the growth of English grasses, such as rye, 
which does particularly well, so that the cold has its advantages.
893. Would a North Coast railway suit the people of the Bellinger as well as the improvement of the 
river entrance ? No ; I do not think it would be possible for it to compete with water carriage if there 
were a good entrance. The distance to Sydney by rail would be between 300 and 400 miles, whereas the 
distance by water is only 230 miles. Judging by the rates charged on the Southern line for the carriage 
of grain, the railway rates that we should have to pay would be twice what we should have to pay for 
water carriage. Of course, there are some products which we should prefer to send by rail—live stock 
and perishable goods. There would also be a large passenger traffic by rail.
894. That would scarcely be sufficient to encourage the construction of the railway ? Well, the Bellinger 
district alone would be a very small factor, so far as the railway receipts were concerned.
895. The same remark would apply to nearly all the other river districts ? I suppose it would.
896. The proposed expenditure would give you better communication with Sydney and other parts of the 
Colony, and would bring about the reduction of freights by 25 per cent. ? Undoubtedly it will lower the 
rates of freight; but the district has suffered not so much from the high freights as from the delays which 
the bad state of the entrance has caused. If we could get more speedy and regular communication, we 
should be willing to pay even a slightly-increased rate of freight.
897. What has been the chief cause of the delays you complain of ? The bad state of the entrance, and 
of the crossings inside the bar.
898. Mr. Lee.~\ Are you in business ? Yes.
899. Have you been in business for many years ? Yes ; ever since I have been in the district.
900. Have you noticed an increased demand for land in the district of late years? Yes; very recently 
a number of people have been looking for land there. Several of them have taken up land on the Don 
Dorrigo.
901. Of course the land along the river banks has been alienated for some years ? For many years.
902. I suppose some of it is held under old grants ? No ; no land was taken up there before the passing
of the Act of 1861. °
903. Those who have taken up land there recently have had to go back from the river ? Yes.
904. They have gone to the Don Dorrigo country ? Yes, some of them.
905. Is the Bellinger the natural outlet for the Don Dorrigo country ;—do you not think that some of
that traffic will find its way to the Nambucca ? No ; it would be impossible for any of the Don Dorrigo 
trade to go to the Nambucca. The natural features of the country would prevent it. There are two or 
three mountain ranges between the two places. 906.
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F- T. goo. Of course there is some poor country between the Bellinger and the Don Dorrigo ? The face of the
Matthews. moun^a;n p00r . js rugged, broken country. After you leave the fertile flats on the Bellinger you

long have to go 63- miles to get into the good country on the Don Dorrigo. . . , -
“ pn ’ ’ 907. There is no land nearer than the Don Dorrigo country which can be compared with it ? No.

90S. As soon as that land is made available it will probably all be occupied? Tes.
909. At the present time a large part of it is a forest reserve ? Yes; a large area has been kept as a 
cedar reserve. AVTiat people want to know is whether, if they go in for dairying there, they will be able 
to get regular steam communication with Sydney.
910. Up to what point on the river do the steamers go at the present time ? Only about a mile inside the
bar. Small droghers go up the river for about 25 miles. _
911. Would the present state of things suit the residents if they were certain that it would continue ? 
Yes.
912. Would it suit the settlers on the Don Dorrigo ? Yes ; there are settlers up the river who have to 
cart their maize a longer distance than some of the settlers on the Don Dorrigo
913. Is there any other part of the district which would be settled if a certain port were given ? There 
is a considerable area of land on what is known as the Little North Arm or the Never Never Creek. It 
is brush land ; it is not adapted for maize-growing, but it would be very suitable for dairying. Two or 
three selectors have taken up some of the land within the last few weeks.
914. You spoke about maize being burnt by the farmers ; was that not because the price in Sydney was
so low that it would not pay them to send it away ? No ; maize was fetching 4s. and 5s. a bushel at the 
time, but they could not get their maize away. This happened some fifteen years ago. Of course, much of 
the maize was verv much eaten by weevils, and it was necessary to clear it out to make room for the 
incoming crops. We had not regular steam communication then, and there were not many pigs on the 
river. '
915. I suppose, that as a business man, you find it necessary to trade in maize? Yes; lam a large
shipper of maize. . ' _
91G. To deal in maize successfully you must have certain regular means of communication to enable you 
to take advantage of the market? ?es ; maize perishes very quickly. _
917. And fluctuates in price very much ? Yes. A district which has not regular and speedy communi
cation with Sydney is at a great disadvantage with another district which has good communication.
918. How does your district compare in importance with the Nambucca, the Manning, the Macleay, and
the Hastings districts ? Of course, the Bellinger district cannot compare in importance with either the 
Manning, the Macleay, or the Hastings districts. I do not think the quantity of maize grown on the 
Hastings is larger than that grown on the Bellinger ; but the population of the Hastings is larger than the 
population of the Bellinger. As compared with Nambucca, our population is larger, and there is more room 
for development. * _ _
919. You seem to be firmly impressed with the opinion that your district has a future before it ? Yes.
920. Do you think that, with proper facilities forgetting to market, the population will in a few years
nearly double itself ? In the Don Dorrigo country alone, there is room for more than twice the present 
population of the Bellinger. I have been all through that country, and I have had experience of dairying 
in the South Coast districts. _
921. I supnose there is no fear of the Don Dorrigo traffic going towards New England ? No. The present 
railway is too far away, But if a line were made from (luvra to Coff’s Harbour the Don Dorrigo traffic 
would go to Coif’s Harbour, because such a line would go right through the middle of the Don Dorrigo 
country. That railway is the only prospective factor that would divert the trade from the Bellinger 
Biver.
922. Do you think that, if a better entrance were given you would have a better steamer service than you 

' have now ? That would naturally follow with the increased production.
923. Some people would rather ride to Sydney than travel by the coasting steamers? Yes; people who
are not good sailors. ’ _ _
924. If you did not get a better steamship service the scheme would be a partial failure ? Yes.
925. Do you think that the trade of the district is likely to increase in proportion with the increased
facilities for shipment ? Increased production generally means better shipping facilities. A steamship 
owner will not send his vessels to a piort unless there is sufficient produce to be taken away to form a 
cargo. If we had regular steam communication there are many things we should produce which we do not 
produce now. _
92(i. You think that if these works are carried out, you will be benefited by having your steamer freights 
greatly reduced ? Yres, I think so. Our insurance rates have already been reduced from 25s per. cent, to 
17s. 6d. per cent, and a further reduction is in contemplation by the insurance companies.
927. Will you be in a position in the future to pay harbour dues on these northern rivers ? If all the 
other rivers in the Colony are charged tonnage rates, I think it will be only fair and equitable to make a 
similar charge on us ; but I do not think we should be the only place to pay tonnage dues.
92S. If tonnage dues were charged on all the rivers, you would be able to pay them ? Yes, if all the other 
districts were similarly treated.
929. You have been agitating for harbour improvements for a very long time? Ever since I have been 
living on the river I have been one of the agitators.
930. Have you any opinion to express in regard to the Departmental design ? I am not an engineer ; 
but it seems to me that the work so far carried out has been very well done.
931. It has fully answered its purpose ? Yes. _
932. You have no reason to take exception to the Departmental proposal? No. I should like to point 
out, however, that I fear there is a possibility of the river breaking out 2 or 3 'miles to the north of the 
present entrance. The width of that long spit of land has decreased by one-half at the point I refer to 
since I have known it.
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The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.

Alderman Francis Buckle, steam-tug proprietor, sworn, and examined :—
933. Mr. Iee.~\ Vou have a personal knowledge of the Bellinger Eiver ? Yes, for fifteen years. p. Buckle.
934. Have you had the contract for the steam-tug service all that time? .Nearly. I lost the contract - A ’
for a few years, but I got it back again. 6 May, 1898.
935. You think that something is required to be done to improve that entrance? Yes.
936. If a safe entrance could be made, suitable for ordinary-going steamers and, perhaps, for steamers 
of a larger draught, you think it would be a very great convenience to the settlers in the district ? Yes, 
very great.
•137. You are thoroughly acquainted with all the N orth Coast rivers ? With a good many of them.
938. Possibly some years ahead a railway may be made along the North Coast, say from Maitland to the 
Clarence ? Yes.
939. When it is made would not the bulk of the stuff go by the railway and thus render the ports partly 
useless ? It might; but my experience is that railway carriage is not equal to water carriage.
940. Do you think that the residents of these rivers, if given fair steamers which are fairly navigable in all
weathers, will be able to send their stuff by railway as cheaply as they can by steamer ? I do not 
think so. "
941. Do you anticipate that if these works are carried out the immediate benefit to the settlers will be a 
reduction in freight ? I think so.
942. Suppose the construction of the works should not result in a reduced freight to the settler, it would 
afford very little relief to him ? There would be a reduction in'freight. Larger steamers would come, 
and they would be able to carry produce for less money, and their profits would be still larger.
943. Are you clear in your mind about that ? Perfectly clear. .
944. If the rivers are made navigable, naturally large steamers will, trade there, carry larger cargoes and 
charge less freight ? The freights must come down if they can get their steamers into these rivers. The 
“ Bosedale ” is about the largest steamer which can get in. I think she takes about 1,500 bags—that is 
about 150 tons—and that on a very shallow draught too.
91o. You are aware that it is proposed to improve the bars on two other rivers than the three you have 
been examined about this afternoon ? Yes.
946. The total cost of these harbour improvements will be very large if the settlers are going to have 
the benefit of reduced freights do you not think it would be a reasonable thing for the State to impose a 
small rate to cover the interest on the outlay? It would not be hard for the Government to try that 
plan. The work at the Clarence is finished ; they know what it has cost and what they can get from it.
947. It would not be fair to impose a rate on one particular river, but inasmuch as the Government is 
going to improve the entrances to all these rivers, and thus improve the value of property, would it not 
be a reasonable thing for the State to impose a small tonnage rate on the exports from the rivers, say, so 
much per bag of maize ? To be very candid, I do not think that any one of the rivers will ever be in a 
position to pay one farthing, or anything like 3 per cent, interest on the capital cost of the works.
948. Why do you think so? We all know that if a Member for a constituency wants a new road he 
torments the Government till he gets it. I would like to see the Government trying to put a tax on the 
products of the country. The first cry would be that the Government was going to ruin the country. 
We know that the settlers would not stand an export duty on their maize.
949. Suppose the freight on maize to-day from the Bellinger was Is. a bag, and that, with an improved
port, it was reduced to 9d., if a local export duty of Id. a bag were put on for the purpose I mentioned, 
would not the producers be better off than they are at the present time ? Certainly. ’
950. Would they object to pay the duty under those circumstances? Certainlv.
951. Do you not think it is an objection which should be overcome ? That is quite right.
952. Considering that wharfage rates or tonnage rates are charged on ships at the various ports of the 
Colony, why should these river ports be made an exception to the rule ? They should pay tonnage dues 
in every port they go to. If you put a tax on a ship, which she cannot make up, she must charge more 
freight.
953. If a tax, not a burdensome one, is put on the cargo, not on the ship, it will only be payment by
results ? _ Exactly. It might be done, but I am very dubious about it. There is no doubt that when a 
harbour is made fit for any ship to come in, we ought to pay a small charge. I am sure they would not 
object to pay a small charge. ’
954. You approve of the principle that some charge should be made, even if it were only sufficient to
maintain the works ? Yes. I think if a ship can get in to a port to-day and put to-morrow she has a 
right to pay something. ■
955. They would save money if they could ? Certainly. If the rivers were in good order, on many
occasions vessels would sail in and sail out, and as they would not require to pay any towage, they could 
afford to pay harbour dues. "
956. Do you think these northern rivers are going to sustain their present population? I think it will 
be doubled if they can get their produce away*
957. Do you think they will go on producing the same kind of agricultural products, and yet be able to 
make a sufficient living? I would not like to say that. We have so many changes here. A short time 
ago we. had a great sugar industry on the Clarence and the Kichmond, but now the cane-growers are 
producing milk. The same thing might take place in regard to the maize-growers.
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P. Buckle. 958. Maize lias been grown there for a great many years under all conditions—with fiscal assistance and 
A-—'\ without it ? Yes.

6 May, 1898. q^q woui(j appear that they are able to compete with others under any conditions? Yes.
960. Do you think these conditions are likely to continue ? I think so.
961. Do you think the land is likely to become so exhausted that the crops will fall back. I do not think 
so. If the farmers will cultivate the land as they should they will always get good crops. The trouble is 
that so long as they can get enough money to carry on with, they will not cultivate. If the people of 
England, Ireland, and Scotland were to work their lands in the same way as our people work theirs, they 
would not see their rents ; they would not get a bite to eat.
962. Do you think that the construction of these harbour works will lead to further settlement and 
development? I believe it will. If something is not done to improve these rivers, the people must 
leave and be ruined. If the water is shallow up the river, they get punts to bring their stulf down to the 
wharf. All the trouble is at the mouth of the rivers. If you improve the entrances to the rivers, no 
doubt many men will go down there and settle on the land ; but they must work. When I advocate the 
construction of these harbour works, I am thinking, not of to-day at all, but of the future.
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The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour W orks at Bellinger Eiver.

Henry Eichard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Eivers Branch, Department of
Public Works, sworn, and examined :—

H. R. 963. Mr. Wright.'] What work have you already done on the Bellinger Eiver? The work which is shown 
Carleton. by black lines on the plan; in fact, somewhat more than is showm on the plan is constructed. The 

temporary bank on the eastern side is almost filled in ; we are doing that with the sand-pump.
19 May, 1898. 904. What is the object of the bank ? ' It is to drive the water out into this channel. The training-wall 

leading to the northern breakwater is also in place.
965. What effect have these works had on the river ? To put it as concisely as possible, the ocean-steamer 
can go direct to the wharf now at almost any time. Before we commenced the work we could not reach 
the wharf at all.
966. Where is the wharf ? At the junction of the two arms.
967. What depth of water have you there now? Along the wnll it ruos 9 feet, 12 feet, 9 feet, 7 feet, 
9 feet 3 inches, 13 feet, 15 feet, 15 feet, 20 feet, 16 feet, 11 feet, 10 feet, 8 feet 3 inches, 6 feet 6 inches, 
5 feet 9 inches, 6 feet 6 inches, 7 feet 9 inches, and 10 feet.
968. The effect of the work has been to give the channel along the toe of the bank ? Yes.
969. How wide is it ? From 150 to 200 feet.
970. Quite wide enough for navigation purposes ? Quite wide enough. Formerly the river used to wind
about in the southern bay. _
971. You have got a bit of wall constructed below the junction of Black Creek ? That is extended nearly 
to the .junction of the two arms.
972. How much money have you spent there? £29,985.
973. Out of various loans represented by £33,000 ? Yes.
974. How much additional money is required according to your plan to complete the work ? £36,000.
975. Would £36,000 complete the whole of the work ? All that is shown by full rod lines.
976. It will not complete either breakwater ? No.
977. It will not complete the training-wall on either side of the North Arm ? That is not included in the 
scheme before the Committee.
978. What is the proposed expenditure on the additional work which is shown by dotted red lines ? The 
completed scheme is estimated to cost £171,000.
979. You think that with an expenditure of £36,000 you can make a fairly good harbour ? It is very 
much improved as it is. Tbere is very little delay there now. The bar does silt up, but it does not 
remain shallow for any length of time. You get a good run along the wall, and it soon cuts out again. 
The periods of delay are very much less than they were.
980. The ocean current, I suppose, helps very largely to remove it? That helps it, and it is swept out.
981. Before the construction of these works you had a very wide entrance ? Yes. We were handicapped. 
We had no headland on either side, and we were rather afraid of it on that account, but the results so 
far are very pleasing.
982. The entrance was practically several miles wide ? It ranges over that distance. It is pretty well 
fixed now since the training-wall has been constructed.
983. Is there any necessity to continue that wall to the point of both arms of the river;—what is the 
special object to be obtained by the construction of that piece ? So that the two currents will meet at a 
sharp angle and will not injure one another. If that point were not there they might meet one another 
and neutralise the current.
984. What, in your opinion, is the order in which this work should be constructed to produce the best
results ? There is very little left but the northern training-wall now to carry out. That is the one which 
should be pushed on, and a slight extension of the southern wall if our stone is sufficiently good. We are 
getting now into rather rough water, and it is doubtful whether the stone we are using there is sufficiently 
good for it. ■ .
985. How much further do you propose to extend the southern wall ? I think it is 300 or 400 feet.
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986. That will almost complete it to the end of the breakwater ? No, it will complete half that H. K.
breakwater. , , Carleton.
987. That is not included in the sum of £36,000 ? No. /----*----\
988. What stone are you using now ? It is something like the same formation as we are getting at the ^ ^ay> 1898. 
Nambucca. It is a slate which is obtained from a reserve 7 miles up the South Arm. It is brought down
by punt. .
989. Is the stone deteriorating or improving in quality ? It is remaining about the same. The contractor 
maintains that it is improving. I doubt if there is much variation in the quality of it. It never was 
good.
990. What is your impression of its durability in the water ? It gets a kind of weed on it, and as long as 
that weed is on it it cannot be eroding. It is standing fairly well. We might get a few 4-ton blocks out 
of the quarry, but that is not enough. If you go out into broken water you want heavy stone.
991. If you do get into rough water where do you propose to get the heavy stone ? If I had had time 
when I was up there a few weeks ago I would have hunted round the country for better stone. There is 
a creek called Pigott Hill Creek which runs into the South Arin just opposite the quarry. It leads up to 
what is called the Bellinger Peak. I know that mountain is granite. The creek is not navigable for any 
great distance, but it would not be costly to make it navigable for punts. 'If we had a good quarry I am 
sure the contractor would be only too glad to be allowed to go there.
992. Suppose you failed to find suitable stone, what would be the result then ? We will only have to do 
inside work. We cannot do any outside work with it, but it is quite good enough for training-walls. I 
would not be responsible for a breakwater which was built out of it.
993. If you have to go further to get suitable stone for the breakwater, there is a possibility of the cost of 
construction being considerably increased ? I do not think so. I am inclined to think we shall get good 
stone in the direction I indicated.
994. But suppose you find stone which will involve the expense of land carriage also ? In estimating for 
the breakwater we allowed an increased rate per ton. Our contract rate for the stone which is being used 
in the training-walls is 3s. 9d., but in estimating for the breakwaters at the Bellinger we allowed as high 
as 6s.
9.95. If you have to go much further afield for the stone, that amount will cover the cost ? Tes, we can 
go a long way for 6s. a ton.
996. It ought to be sufficient to cover anything in the shape of land carriage ? A farthing per ton per
mile would cover the towage. A
997. You might have to construct a tramway? We shall try as much as possible to get stone near 
the water.
998. Even if you have to build a tramway the margin you have left would be sufficient ? Quite sufficient.
999. In the event of no suitable stone being found for the breakwaters, what effect would it have on the 
works ;—your works would have to stop ? Tes.
1000. Under these circumstances would you have a decent entrance ? Yes ; it is very much improved by 
one wall.
1001. You feel satisfied that even the construction of the northern wall and the training-wall at the 
junction of the two arms, would give you a fairly good entrance, putting the breakwaters on one side ?
I think so.
1002. Is there any necessity to build that very long length of training-wall on the eastern and western 
side ? I think not. We contemplated facing the work tbere at one time.
1003. Do you think the necessity is ever likely to arise for the prolongation of those walls ? Not for 
many years to come.
1004. What is the river above the point shown on the plan ? There is good water up the South Arm for 6 
or 7 miles up to the quarry, which is about the head of navigation.
1005. Where is the largest population ? Up the North Arm, at Pernmount and Bellingen. Eernmount 
is 9 miles from the Heads, and Bellingen 13^.
1006. Is it navigable water to both places ? To Fernmount, but not to Bellingen.
1007. What may we consider the minimum depth of water in the shallow portions, between the Heads 
and Fernmount ? About 6 feet.
1008. I suppose the traffic on the river is done entirely by droghers ? Yes, the “ Bosedale ” does not so
beyond the wharf. b
1009. Is 6 feet a sufficient depth for the droghers which are used, or which are likelv to be used, on the 
rivers f I think if we had a good entrance there would not be much difficulty in cutting out a few shallow 
places in the river, so as to enable the steamer to go up to Fernmount. There is not much settlement on 
t he-navigable portion of the South Arm.
1010. Is it deep all the way in Back Greek ? It carries about 6 feet. We dredged it out once or twice 
W e cannot make it any deeper. There is one bar of rock with 6 feet of water on it.
1011. Is it proposed to leave that open ? I do not think we will do anything with it If it is not 
touched the mouth of it will silt up of itself.
1012. That would give you a bigger volume of water down the main Arm ? Yes.

is spent, the result you think will be to give a good entrance to the river? I think

lOil. Chairman.-] Is there anything which you desire to add ? No ; unless to emphasise the fact that 
the Inal Hay breakwater is costing far more than any other work on the coast.
1015. Mr. Wright^] So far as its utility as a national work is concerned, it is simply wasting money ? I 
do not see any necessity for it now. It is a very costly work. It is a remarkable thing that it costs 
os. bd. a ton for the stone which is used in that breakwater.

WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, 15 JUNE, 1898.
rf sent:—

The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HHMPHEET (Vice-Chairman).
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Eoberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.

Henry Clarke, Esq. 
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.

Cecil West Darlej, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, sworn, and
further examined:—

C. W. Barley. 1016. Mr. Earnell.'] With regard to the entrance to the Bellinger Eiver, and the alleged danger of the 
n river breaking out at a certain point, towards the end of the eastern training-wall, some of the residents 

15 June, 1898. seem to think that the river is very likely to break out there in flood time, and it was suggested that the 
training-wall should be started, therefore, at a point further up ? I do not think there is very much in 
that contention. Of course, it is very hard to say what a big flood will do. We know that they do break 
out in the ease of many of these rivers, but the openings repeatedly close up again. I have no doubt 
that the main entrance will be maintained close to where we are forcing it. I gave the local officer 
instructions to watch the first opportunity to put up some brush fencing at one or two points, which 
would have the effect of raising the sand where tbere is a danger of an outbreak in time of flood. . The 
brush fencing catches the sand, and the fence is raised from time to time, and in that way a barrier is 
created. . .
1017. You are constructing a temporary bank at one point shown on the plan;—do you think there is 
much possibility of the river breaking through that bank ? Instead of going on with the long wall that 
cheaper work was undertaken. The bank has been raised with silt from the dredge. It is intended to 
face it with stone in order to enable it to withstand the action of the flood, and we shall then go on with 
the wall.

PAELIAMENTAET
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING- COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

HARBOUR WORKS AT BELLINGER RIVER.

REPORT.

The Sectional Committee, consisting of Messrs. C. A. Lee (Chairman), H. Clarke,
L. Parnell, the Hon. C. J. Eoberts, and the Hon. W. J. Trickett, appointed on 
Thursday, 12th May, 1898, to “ inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to 
the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver,” left Sydney on Tuesday, 19th 
May. The Committee reached Grafton on the following Thursday, and on Monday, 
23rd May, they proceeded by special coach, via Woolgoolga, to Coff’s Harbour, 
where they arrived next morning. They opened their inquiry at Coff’s Harbour on 
the 25th, and continuing- their journey on Thursday, 26th May, they visited and 
took evidence at Bellinger, Eernmount, and the Bellinger Heads. Here they con
cluded the examination of witnesses and made a thorough examination of the works 
now in progress. They visited the quarry at Picket Hill, on the South Arm of the 
river, from which the stone for the training-wall is obtained, and carefully examined 
the sites of the proposed wralls and protecting banks. They returned by wray of the 
Nambucca and the Macleay, and reached Sydney on Eriday, 10th June.

1. During the inquiry the following witnesses were examined :—At Coff’s 
Harbour, Messrs. James Gill, caretaker of the Government jetty; James Maries, 
storekeeper; William Crabb, manager of the Beacon Gold-mine, Bucca Creek; 
Eugene Erederick Eudder, farmer, Coramba; and Henry Boultwood, journalist, 
Eernmount. At Bellinger, Messrs. J. T. Greer, farmer; David Anderson, farmer 
and maize-buyer; Edward Baymond, wdieelwolght and coachbuilder; Ered. Doepel, 
shipbuilder, drogher-master, and local agent for the North Coast S.S. Co.; J. E. 
Tyler, farmer and grazier, Guy Eawkes; Bobert Taylor Thorburn, Nowra; and 
Ered. T. Matthews, storekeeper. At Eernmount, W. E. Spillett, farmer; A. Black, 
hotelkeeper, E. E. A. Baker, auctioneer, E. S. MacDougall, and James Pollock, 
cordial and aerated water manufacturer. At the Bellinger Heads, D. Houison, 
District Engineer in charge of the Bellinger Harbour Works, W. D. Higgins, 
Government Inspector of Works, A. E. Ellis, sawr-mill proprietor and storekeeper, 
and T. K. Eatcliffe, pilot and telephone master. Messrs. E. S. MacDougall and A. 
Black were further examined.

_ 2. Evidence wras sought upon, and a thoroughinvestigation made into, all matters 
relating to the subject referred to the Committee for consideration. Statements as 
to the present and future trade of the district, its natural resources and possibilities 
of development, the advantage which would attend the success of the proposed works 
and their probable efficiency, were obtained from the most reliable sources available, 
and the Committee spared no pains in the prosecution of an exhaustive and searching 
inquiry. ,

3. The Bellinger valley is exceedingly fertile, and capable of supporting a 
large population. Large crops of maize are grown upon the rich alluvial flats 
which form its banks ; the higher ground, while slightly inferior in quality, is, wdien 
cleared, admirably suited for the pasturage ofidairy cattle, and excellent hardwood 
is everywhere exceedingly plentiful. At the present time the staple products of the 

40—D district
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district are maize and timber; the export of maize during 1897 amounted to 51,518 
bags, while, in the same period, 587,314 feet of hardwood and 87,774 feet of cedar 
were shipped to Sydney. The dairying industry is yet in its infancy, and its 
improvement is retarded by the delays and inconvenience which attend the shipment 
of cream and butter to the metropolis, hut large tracts of country are being cleared 
and made ready for dairying by the selectors on the land, and inquiries for suitable 
ground are constantly made by persons desiring to settle in the district and embark 
in this enterprise. Poultry, eggs, and pigs are sent from the river as opportunity 
offers, and a tabulated statement of the yearly exports for the years 1892 to 1897, 
inclusive, shows an increase in every department of production.

4. It was suggested at an early stage of the inquiry by the main Committee 
that the proposed expenditure could he saved, and the district well served, by the 
construction of a light line of railway which would connect some point upon the 
Bellinger with the deep waters of Coff’s Harbour. This suggestion was not favourably 
entertained by the residents of the district, and it was pointed out by them that a 
railway would render little or no assistance to its development. The rates of freight 
are now considered excessive, and farmers would find it impossible to pay railway 
charges in addition to shipping rates, while produce would deteriorate because of the 
frequent handling. During the occurrence of continuous bad weather upon the coast, 
or the shoaling of the bar, perishable commodities might be sent by rail in order to 
reach the market quickly; but under normal conditions shippers would avail them
selves of the steamers trading direct to the river, and the railway would be unsupported. 
To these objections to railway construction the Committee would add that, in their 
opinion, the cost of even the cheapest line would greatly exceed the estimated cost 
of the proposed harbour improvements.

5. While on the Clarence the Committee took advantage of the opportunity 
to inspect the harbour works at the entrance of that river, and they were greatly 
impressed by the object lesson thus afforded of the value of training-walls in guiding 
and confining the waters of the river, and the utilisation of the scour thus created in 
the deepening and straightening of the channel. At the Bellinger almost the whole 
of the southern training-wall has been completed, and the improvement of the bar 
which has already resulted justifies the Committee in believing that complete 
success will attend the carrying out of the scheme submitted by the Engineer-in
Chief. The increase of scour which it will bring about will, it is believed, remove 
almost all difficulties in the way of safe and easy navigation, and will give a sufficient 
depth of water to enable vessels suited to the trade of the district to visit the port. 
Eor these reasons the Committee recommend that the proposed works be carried out.

CHAELES A. LEE,
• Chairman.

Kempsey, 7th June, 1898.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

HARBOUR WORKS AT BELLINGER RIVER.

[T-A-KIElSr BEFOEB TUB SBOTIOBTJLXj COnVCMIITTEB.]

WEDNESDAY, 25 MAY, 1898.
[.The Sectional Committee met at the “ Cricketers' Arms Motel," Coff’s Harbour, at 10 a.m.']

. JJtesettt:—
. CHAELES ALFEED LEE, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Chables James Eobeets, C.M.G. | Henet Claeke, Esq.
Feakk Farnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing proposed Harbour Works
at Bellinger Eiver.

James Gill, caretaker, Coff’s Harbour Jetty, sworn, and examined :—
1. Chairman.] How long have you held your present position ? Nearly six years. j. Q-ni.
2. Are you in a position to give the Committee information as to the exports and imports of Coff’s a _
Harbour ? Yes ; I have the figures in my books. 25 May, 1S98.
3. Do your books cover the whole of the period during which you have been here ? Yes. "
4. Will you give us the figures for the first year that you were here ? I may state that the first wharfinger
was a brother of mine. He was in charge of the jetty from March to July, 1892. °
5. Still, the figures for the year are complete ? The first entry is dated March 22nd.
6. Do your books show the amounts collected, or the value of the articles exported and imported ? Thev
show the value of the articles exported and imported, and the amount of revenue obtained by the 
Government. ■
7. Will you tell us the chief items of export during l892? Maize, sugar—sugar, unfortunately, has
fallen off since—cedar, hides, tallow, spokes, poultry, eggs, and pigs. ’
8. No hardwood was sent away that year? No.
9. Can you give us the value of those exports ? No. The only figures I have here relate to the amount 
of revenue collected by the Government.
10. What were the inward cargoes during 1892? They consisted of general groceries, flour, sugar, 
potatoes, and stores of that kind. Machinery, too, was imported. We have both exported and imported 
potatoes.
11. During 1892, how many visits had you from steamers ? Seventy-five.
12. Does that number include both steamers going north and steamers going south ? Yes.
13. Can you tell us the total weight of the exports and imports of the year ? I take it that the imports 
averaged 10 tons a week, and the imports about the same.
14. Twenty tons of wheat altogether ? Yes. '
15. Now we come to the year 1893 ;—if there was any special item of imports or exports that year, you 
may mention it ? In the early part of 1893, 5 tons of machinery were imported, wrhile a large quantity 
of sawn timber was exported. On the 9th January, 1893, 2,924 feet of timber were exported.
16. Was there an increase in the trade of the district in that year ? There has been an increase each 
year, without doubt. Pine logs and hardwood—sawn timber—were exported in 1893. From May, 1893,
I can give you precise figures. The first entry that appears in the cash-book is 6s. 9d. for wharfage dues!
Tonnage dues are levied on the steamship companies for the right to come alongside the jetties, while 
wharfage dues are levied upon every article landed on the jetty. ’
17. What are the tonnage dues ? At that time 10s. was charged for any part of twenty-four hours ; but 
this year the charge has been reduced to 2s. 6d. for the first six hours, 5s. for the first twelve hours, 7s. 6d. 
for eighteen hours, and 10s. for twenty-four hours.
18. A fixed sum is charged for each vessel, not so much per ton ? That is so.
19. Do these charges meet with public approval ? So far as I know, they do. I have never had any 
complaint.
20. Now, as to the year 1894 ? The business of the port still went on increasing. There was a large
increase in 1894. 6
21. What about 1895 ? There has been a gradual increase every year up to the present time.
22. Does the year 1898 seem likely to show a larger return than any previous year ? Yes.

46 (a)—A 23.
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J. Gill. 23. What was the amount collected in January, 1897, from wharfage and tonnage dues ? In the first 
week of January, 1897, the return was £2 Is. 8d.

25 May, 1898. 24, "Wfiat was the return in the same week of January, 1898 ? £5 9s. lid. In the second week of
January, 1897, the return was £1 4s. 7d., as against £2 13s. in the same week of January, 1898. The 
return for the third week of January, 1897, was ISs. 4d.. as against £1 12s. 4d. in 1898 ; for the fourth 
week 17s. 7d., as against £1 12s. id. ; and for the fifth week—which, of course, runs into February 
£3 4s. 9d., as against £G 8s. lOd.
25. Do any sailing vessels come here? No.
26. Has there been an increase in the number of steamers coming here ? Yes. We have now a regular 
weekly service, and another steamer makes about three trips a month to take away timber.
27. Where is the maize grown which is exported from Coif’s Harbour ? On the Orara. In 1896 a large
quantity of maize came from the Bellinger, because the Bellinger bar was closed. _
28. What do you call a large quantity ? 3,970 bags ; 296 pigs also came from the Bellinger in that
year.
29. Has the passenger traffic gradually increased ? Yes. _
30. Has that been in consequence of an improvement in the class of steamers running here ? Yes.
31. Were the Bucca Creek mines in existence when you came here ? No.
32. Did not the opening up of those mines cause a large increase in the business of this place ? It has 
done so during the last year. The gold obtained in those mines is shipped from here to Sydney every 
month. The mines have led to an increase in the passenger trade.
33. And in other trades too ? Yes. _ .
34. Was the machinery used in the mines landed at Coff’s Harbour ? No ; but all the material that is 
required there now is landed here.
35. When did the local sawmill commence work? In the early part of 1897 ; but there was not so much
timber cut then as is being cut now. _
36. Do you know whether any of the timber, sent away from here, goes to foreign parts ? Yes.
37. Is it used for wood-blocking ? Yes, and timber has been sent from here to Marseilles and London
for the building of railway trucks. _
38. Have you ever known a steamer to be prevented from crossing the Bellinger bar and then to come on
to Coff’s Harbour ? The Belmore could not cross the Bellinger bar, and came round here for shelter ; 
but eventually the captain had to beach her. ,
39. When steamers are unable to cross the Bellinger Bar, do they come on to Coff s Harbour to discharge
passengers and cargo ? No ; that is never done. A schooner bound for the Bellinger at one time 
sheltered under the island here for three or four days. , .
49. How many times a year have you known the steamers to be unable to come alongside the jetties 
here ? During my time, I do not think the boat has passed the jetty three times that is, in six years. 
The boats which trade here trade also to Woolgoolga and Byron Bay, and when they come alongside this 
jetty it is also impossible for them to go alongside either of the other jetties. _ _
41. I suppose in leaving Sydney they are guided a good deal as to their movements by the conditions of 
the weather ? Yes.
42. If a gale sprang up could a steamer come alongside this jetty ? It would have to be a very heavy
gale to prevent her from discharging at the jetty. _ ... ,
43. But, during the prevalence of certain winds, steamers cannot lie,alongside this jetty? A heavy 
south-east gale will prevent them from doing so.
44. In your opinion, the trade of the port is conducted with a great deal of regularity ? Yes. _
45. To what do you attribute that? To the goodness of the port—to the shelter afforded by the island,
and the headland to the south. . . .
46. Do you think there is a prospect of an increase in the trade of the port ? The trade is increasing
every year. . .
47. Is there sufficient water alongside the jetty at low' tide to enable vessels to lie there . There is 21 
feet of water at low tide where the boats berth.
48. What do you think wmuld be most advantageous to the country—for the Government to carry out the
proposed harbour works at the Bellinger Rivers, or to make a railway from the Bellinger here and improve 
Coff’s Harbour ? I should not like to answer that question. .
49. The district round Coff’s Harbour contains a very large quantity of good hardwood ? Yes ; there is

. an abundance of it. _ „
50. Consequently, you look forward to large shipments of hardwood from Coff s Harbour. Yes. Unfor
tunately for us, we are isolated, and cannot communicate directly with Sydney,. and it sometimes 
happens that, although the sea at the Bellinger Heads may be reported rough, it is quite smooth here..
5L The steamers which trade to the rivers and bays along this coast have to regulate their trips according 
to the weather ? Ido not think they need do that so far as Coff’s Harbour is concerned.
52. But they have to do so in regard to the rivers ? Yes. _
53. Has a steamer ever had to let go her moorings and get aw'ay from the jetty because of bad weather
coming on? Not since the}' have moored to the jetty. .
54. Is there any other wmy they can moor now';—have not the moorings put down by the Government 
gone ashore? Yes ; but they can let out their anchors.
55. We have been informed that the moorings were sent adrift during some very rough weather? Yes.
56. Mr. Farnell.'] I suppose moorings only have a certain life? They want to be looked to regularly.
These buoys were put down and nothing was done to them afterwards. The captains have asked to have
them replaced, and I have reported that it would be of advantage to the harbour to have them replaced.
57: Mr. Bolerts]. What are the dimensions of the jetty? Its length is 1,650 feet, and its width about 
21 feet. I believe that it is about 150 feet shorter than the Woolgoolga jetty._
58. And about the same width ? That jetty is wider at the outer end than this jetty.
59. Can you tell us the cost of the Coff’s Harbour jetty ? No. _ _ i, o r
80. In which item of export has there been the most marked increase since you have been here ? In
ma^ze’ . . . • 11 

61. Has there been a large increase in the shipments of timber? Yes, a very large increase. During the
first three months of this year something like 100,000 feet of timber went from here.

2 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.
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62. Can you give us any figures showing the increase of the maize export P I hand in figures showing the 
amount of the exports, and the value and quantity of the imports, from the years 1892 to 1897. They 
are as follows :—

J. Gill. 

25"Mayj!898.

Exports— 
Maize... 
Pigs ... 
Hides ... 
Timber 
Sugar... 
Oysters ’ 
Eggs ... 
Spokes 
Poultry 
Passengers 
Sundries

1892.

149 bags.
324 
139

20,724 ft.
1,604 hags 

18 „
90 cases. 

5,000 
29 
10
60 packages.

coops.

Imports—11 months, 110 tons. 
Eevenue—£51 13s. 4d.

1895.
Exports—

Maize... ... ... ..

Kgs..................................
Hides... ... ... .
Timber ... ... ..
Sugar... ... ... ..
Poultry ... ... ' ..
Eggs......................................

Imports—25'5 tons. 
Eexenue—£106 5s.

1,998 bags. 
410 
200

90,000 ft. 
1,600 bags. 

90 coops. 
200 cases.

4d.

1893.
Exports—

Maize .. ... ... ... 700 bags.
Exports— 

Maize..Pigs............. ............. 401 Pigs ..Hides... ... ............. 112 .
Timber ... .............  21,500 ft. Hides..
Sugar... ... ... ... 1,700 bags. Timber
Spokes ... .............. 3,000 Hides..Poultry ... ... .. 32 coops.
Passengers ... ............. 15 Poultry
Sundries ... ... ... 80 packages. Eggs .
Eggs.............

Imports—
Eevenue-

... ... 100 cases.
-12 months, 200 tons.
—£80.

1896.

Imports—300 tons

5,560
550
250

50,000
210
110
310

Eevenue—£164 10s.

bags.

ft.

coops.
cases.

1894.
Exports—•

Maize... ... ...
Tigs........................
Hides... ... ...
Timber ... ...
Sugar... ... ...
Timber ... ...
Sugar... ... ...
Poultry ... ...
Eggs........................
Passengers ... ...

Imports—250 tons.

1,100 bags.
410
200

2,200 ft.
1,400 bags.

81,000 ft.
1,000 bags.

45 coops.
110 cases.

50

Eevenue—£90 18s. 5d.

Exports— 
Maize.. 
Pigs .. 
Hides.. 
Timber 
Hides .. 
Poultry 
Eggs ..

1897.

Imports—350 tons

2,500 bags_ 
450 
300

224,691 ft.
200
110 coops. 
290 cases.

Eevenue—£169 8s. 8d.
63. Has any maize come here from the Bellinger since 1896 ? No. '
64. How much water was there on the Bellinger bar when the people were unable to send their produce 
from that river F I think about 4 feet; but I am not certain.
65. Was the bar in that condition long ? Yes ; but I do not know how long.
66. How far does the maize come to be shipped at CofFs Harbour? Some of it comes from Nana (Men, 
about 16 miles from here.
67. I suppose it is perfectly safe to land at this jetty unless the wind is from the east ? Yes ; an easterly 
gale is the only weather that affects the jetty. During the six years I have been here we have only had 
two heavy easterly gales, one last year and one this.
68. An easterly gale would affect every harbour upon the coast ? Yes.
69. Are the people of the district well satisfied with the loading appliances at the jetty, and with the
charges made ? I have hot heard any expressions of discontent. ,
70. The jetty affords them every facility for the export and import of goods ? Yes.

James Maries, storekeeper, Coff’s Harbour, sworn, and examined
71. Chairman.'] How long have you been residing here ? Since 1880.
72. Mr. Clarke^ How long have you been engaged in the business of a storekeeper? Between six and 
seven years. •
73. What were you doing before that ? I was a selector. By trade I am an engineer.
74. You are able to give us some information as to the capabilities of the district? Yes,and I have here 
a short statement which I would like to read. It is as follows:—

J. Maries.

25 May, 1898.

To the Sectional Committee of the Public Works Committee, sitting at Coff’s Harbour.
Gentlemen, • ■

I beg to submit the following brief history and summary of facts relating to the port of Coff’s Harbour and 
country within a radius of 17 miles :— ■

It was first occupied by selectors for the purpose of agriculture in 1880, although used for many years previously by 
timbers getters as a safe and easy place to ship timber.

The
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■J. Maries. The advent of farmers and development of mining industry caused the Government to erect a jetty, which was com
- a - . menced in 1890, and finished February, 1892. There are within a radius of 15 miles not less than 200 farmers who depend 

25 May, 1898. on ^1’s port f°r access to the market. We have working for the various mining syndicates, and some on their own account, 
150 men who draw their supplies from here. Their appliances consist of six batteries.

There is also one dairy factory worked by steam and five smaller separators in operation within the same distance. 
One sawmill is at work in close proximity to the jetty, and also one other within 3 miles.

The timber is of first-class quality, and in such quantity that years must elapse before it would be necessary to go 
back more than a short distance to procure logs. ■

The observation of this Committee will bear me out in this statement.
The port, to a great extent, is naturally protected, and if the Government decides to finish what nature has done much 

for, there is rock in practically unlimited quantities of good quality, a sample of which I will submit if this Committee 
require it.

The Progress Committee of this place have received communications from a section of the residents of the Bellinger 
River asking us to unite with them in praying the Government to construct a line connecting them with this port. Similar 
requests have come to the hands of our secretary from the Don Dorrigo, Guy Fawkes, and Guyra. And I trust that this 
Committee will recognise the fitness of this port to serve the places mentioned, and as the nearest and natural outlet for 
New England, and use their influence to cause the Government to improve this harbour so it may properly serve these 
places. Money thus spent will certainly be reproductive and for the advancement of New South Wales.

The data rc number of farmers and miners is from my own ledgers, and probably under-estimated.
I might also add that seven years ago we only had a receiving office, and to-day we have an up-to-date post, telegraph, 

money order, and savings bank offices. The total amount of moneys remitted to Sydney, exclusive of moneys paid out in 
the district, amounted to £4,430 for the year 1897.
75. I presume that the trade of the district has increased from year to year? It has increased within 
the last six or seven years to seven times its original volume.
76. Both as regards imports and exports ? Tes, and particularly so far as eggs and poultry are concerned. 
These may seem small lines, but they are of great importance to the district.
77. I thought that sawn timber was the principal export ? I think the export of farm produce is greater 
than the export of timber, and I believe that in value the export of gold exceeds the export of timber.
78. But the gold exported would not bring much revenue to the Government in wharfage dues ? No ; 
but indirectly the gold-mines bring a good deal of revenue. They give employment to people who have 
to use the wharf.
79. These people increase the local consumption of goods of every description? Tes.
80. What rate of freight is charged from here to Sydney? £1 a ton deadweight.
81. AThat is the rate from Sydney here? Eighteen shillings for deadweight, and Is. 6d. wharfage. *
82. Do you get your goods from Sydney ? Tes.
88. In what way ? They are landed on the jetty here.
84. In no other way ? No.
85. Then you should know exactly what the freight is ? The freight is what I have told you. Cases are
charged for according to measurement. '
86. ATould £1 a ton both ways cover ihe average freight? Tes.
87. If the port were improved by the construction of a breakwater, would vessels be able to carry goods 
to and from the harbour at lower rates ? If the harbour were improved the rate would not be more than 
9s. 6d. a ton. The rate charged on the Clarence is Is. a ton, and we are much nearer Sydney.
88. But any breakwater would be very expensive ? I think its cost would be small in comparison with 
the good it would do. Suitable material can be obtained at both the north and south headlands.
89. AVEat is the depth of water between the southern headland and the island opposite ? I cannot tell 
you ; but a P. and O. boat could enter the bay.
90. A great depth of water would make a breakwater very expensive ? AVell, on the north side there is 
a reef which would be of great assistance in the construction of a breakwater.
91. Is it your opinion that a railway from the Bellinger to Coff’s Harbour would answer the purposes of 
people residing on the Bellinger as well, if not better than, an improvement of the entrance to the Bellinger? 
1 have stated that the opinion of a section of the residents there is that the improvement of Coff’s Harbour 
would serve them better than the improvement of the Bellinger. Part of the country on the north arm 
of the Bellinger is nearer to Coff’s Harbour than it is to the Bellinger Heads.
92. But a railway from the Bellinger to Coff’s Harbour would not suit farmers residing on the south arm 
of the Bellinger? I am not able to say.
93. ATould it not be very expensive to them to punt their stuff across the river and put it into railway 
trucks ? Our contention that Coff’s Harbour should be improved is not based upon the necessities of the 
Bellinger district, but upon the necessity of the Don Dorrigo, the Upper Orara, and our owm district.
94. Does the produce of the Orara all come this way, or does some of it go to Grafton ? It all comes 
this way.
95. Tou think that a railway is required to open the country between Don Dorrigo and Coff’s Harbour? 
Tes. There are many miles of country there, 100 acres of which wmuld support a family. That land is 
still in the hands of the Crown, and if a railway were made, and Coff’s Harbour improved, the expense 
would be met by the immediate sale of the land I speak of.
96. Unless a railway were made from Guyra, or some other point on the Northern line, it would be of
very little use ? The projected line from Guyra would suit us. ■
97. In your opinion is the improvement of the Bellinger entrance justifiable, or wmuld a connection from 
the Bellinger to Coff’s Harbour by rail be more beneficial to the country ? I would rather not offer an 
opinion upon the subject. The Bellinger people are neighbours whom we think well of, and I hope they 
will get what they want.
98. Are there any sugar-mills in the district ? There are none working, but there are two idle.
99. AThy were they closed ? Because of the fall in the price of sugar from £36 a ton to £19 a ton.
100. Is there much land under sugar-cane in this district at the present time ? The cultivation of sugar
cane has been discontinued in this district owing to the fall in the price of sugar. It is not profitable now 
to manufacture sugar unless you have very large mills.
101. Is sugar-cane grown to feed cattle ? Sugar-cane has been used to feed cattle in this district ; but I 
cannot say if it is used for that purpose now.
102. How many saw-mills have you here at the present time ? Two.
103. Is any of the timber sent away in logs ? Tes.
104. Eor piles, I suppose? Tes; and to be sawn at the Sydney mills.
105. Is timber sent from here to other parts of the world ? Not directly, I believe.
106. Is the population of the district large ? I cannot tell you what it is.
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107. Is it likely to increase? Decidedly. The figures which have been placed before you show the J. Maries, 
advancement which has taken place.
108. Chairman.'] Your contention is that to improve this part of the district it is necessary to improve 25 May, 1898. 
Coff’s Harbour, and you are of opinion that, if that wTere done, the trade of a large area of country lying
back from here, and probably the trade from a portion of the Bellinger district, would be shipped here ?
Yes.
109. "Would the improvement of the Bellinger be of any advantage to the people here ? Hot the slightest.
110. Why ? Because our present harbour accommodation is better than anything you could do for us on 
the Bellinger.
111. It is not likely that you would send your produce to the Bellinger, or get back goods from the 
Bellinger ? No.
112. Still you are of opinion that something should be done to improve Coff’s Harbour ? Well, it 
would reduce the shipping charges from £1 a ton to about 9s. 6d. a ton, and would materially increase 
our trade.
113. You said just now that the Bellinger people were in favor of the construction of a line to CofFs 
Harbour—did you refer to a line from the table-land, or to a line from the Bellinger ? To a line from 
the Bellinger.
114. That would lead one to suppose that the Bellinger people are in favour of the improvement of 
Coff’s Harbour ? I believe that they are.
115. Those would be the people on the north arm? I believe that the people on the main arm are in 
favour of the construction of such a line.
116.. Do you not think that if the proposed' works at the Bellinger were carried out the trade from both 
arms of the river would be exported through the Bellinger Heads ? I could not say.
117. When maize came here from the Bellinger in 1896 from what part of the Bellinger did it come ? ,
Brom beyond Bellingen and from other parts of the river.
118. When the entrance to the Bellinger is bad does any large quantity of perishable goods, such as
eggs, poultry, and so on, come here for shipment ? At times we get cream. Some cream came here only 
a short time ago. ■
119. How far is the creamery from here ? Twenty miles.
120. It is closer to the Bellinger Heads ? Yes.
121. I suppose that at the time you speak of it could not be shipped from the Bellinger ? There was a 
shoal bar at the Bellinger then, I believe.
122. Apart from the question of opening up the Bellinger, are you of opinion that in the interests of the 
Colony at large, and particularly in the interests of the residents of this district, Coff’s Harbour should 
be improved? Undoubtedly. I am of opinion that, ever if they make a line to the Macleay and another 
from New England to the Clarence, this line must be made.
123. But do you not think that the improvement of the harbour would meet all your requirements for 
many years to come ? It would do an immense amount of good ; but to get the best results, a line from 
Guyra, or from some other point on the table-land, must be made.
124. It is not likely that you would send timber or maize to Sydney by way of Guyra ? No ; but we
should get produce from the table-land. .
125. If that produce came here the harbour would have to be improved to enable better steamers to
engage in the trade ? Yes. The main object of such a line would be to serve the settlers of Guyra, and 
those in the Don Dorrigo Scrub. ’
126. But is it not likely that much of the trade from Don Dorrigo will go to the Bellinger ? The natural 
features of the country make it next to impossible for that trade to go to the Bellinger; it is nearer to 
Coff’s Harbour.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—HARBOUR WORKS AT BELLINGER RIVER. ' ' 5

William Crabb, manager of the Beacon Gold-mine, Bucca Creek, sworn, and examined :— '
127. Mr. Roberts.] Is the mine you manage the property of people residing in the Colony? No; it is W. Crabb.
the property of English capitalists. ^
128. How long have you occupied your present position ? A year and nine months. 25 May, 1898.
129. How far is Bucca Creek from CofFs Harbour ? It is 12 miles from this place.
130. When you took charge of the mine had it been opened up ? No. When I went there little or no 
work had been done.
131. Is it quartz or alluvial mining ? Quartz mining.
132. What area of land does your company hold ? Seventy-three acres.
133. To what depth have you gone so far ? We have sunk two shafts, each 200 feet deep, on two distinct 
reefs.
134. What is the width of the reef ? It varies from 2 inches to 3 feet. The average width is about a foot.
135. What is your average yield per ton ? Our average yield for the first year was 1 oz. 13 dwt.
136. Are the shares saleable in this Colony ? I do not think so. The mine is held in 200,000 shares, and 
the last quotation was 16s. 6d. a share.
137. How much is paid up ? Five shillings.
138. What dividends have been declared since the formation of the company ? £25,000 has been paid in
dividends. '
139. Are the dividends declared half-yearly ? No; quarterly. •
140. How much per share is usually paid ? We usually pay 6d. a share ; but I think one dividend came 
to 9d. a share.
141. Do you send your gold direct to Sydney ? Yes ; by way of Coff’s Harbour.
142. Have you a crushing plant on the ground ? Yes ; with a capacity of 120 tons a week.
143. Do you use it to its full capacity? Yes ; it has never stopped yet. ‘
144. Is the ore difficult of treatment ? The top ore is not difficult; but as we get down it becomes more 
refractory. A plant has been ordered to treat the tailings. It will treat 600 tons a month.
145. Where is it coming from ? It is being manufactured by the Otis Company in Melbourne.
146. Was the erection of this machinery suggested by you ? Yes.
147. You think that it will treat successfully the ores with which you have to deal ? Yes.
148. I suppose you have been mining pretty well all your life ? I have had forty years of colonial
experience. ’ ' 149.
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W. Crabb. 149. On what other gold-fields ? T have been at Bendigo, at Ballarat, and at almost all the gold-fields in 
A—^ the Colon}r.

25 May, 1898. 250. What is jonr opinion in regard to the country adjacent to the property which you are now managing?
Only recently we took over another property—Mount Browne—situated within 6 miles of Coff’s Harbour. 
This is a very large property, consisting of two large lodes. The ore is of a low grade, but it can be 
worked at a profit. I am expecting daily to receive instructions to obtain machinery to test the property 
thoroughly. We have laid out something like £600 in developing this property already. I have inspected 
other mines in the district, and in my opinion there is no reason why, with the employment of capital and 
systematic management, the Orara should not become a good mining district.
151. Is Bucca Creek on the Orara ? No ; it is 3i miles from there.
152. What is its present population? About 400. There are 100 men employed upon our own property, 
apart from Mount Browne.
153. Does much other mining take place there? There is another claim within 2^ miles which has given 
very satisfactory results so far. I crushed 48 tons of stone for them, and obtained 50 oz. of gold, and 
they are sending another 100 tons, which I believe will give equally good results.
154. How many other claims are there there ? There is another claim within f-mile of the Beacon mine. 
I had 25 cwt. of ore from that claim, which was given into my custody by the Warden, pending settlement 
of a law case. From the specimens I have seen I am inclined to think that they have a magnificent lode.,
155. Are those the only claims at Bucca ? They are the only claims I know of. We almost monopolise 
the field.
156. Is any prospecting going on ? No. It is a difficult country to prospect because of the dense scrub, 
and the reefs do not as a rule come up to the surface.
157. I suppose it is of no use for men without capital to go there ? No.
158. Have you secured all the auriferous country there ? Pretty well.
159. Does it appear to you to be merely a patch ? No ; the gold appears to be in fissure lodes and veins. 
Up to the present our returns have been very satisfactory. We have not too much free gold in the very 
deep lodes ; but the refractory ores will make up for that.
160. Do you feel satisfied as to the permanency of the field ? Tes ; but there is always a lot of uncer
tainty about mining, just as there is about farming. ,
161. In your opinion there is no more country to be taken up there ? Well, capitalists may take up some 
of the country ; but it is beyond the reach of working-men. My expense of water channels alone is £50 
a month at the present time. We have two very large steam-pumps and engines.
162. Have you had much water to contend with? Tes ; but of course you can utilise it.
163. Would one-half of the population of the district be employed in mining operations ? No ; but one- 
half of them get their living from the mines.
164. Is there any land near the mines which is suitable for agriculture ? I cannot say.
165. Is any maize grown between Coff’s Harbour and Bucca Creek ? Tes ; we can grow maize on Mount
Browne ; it has already been grown there I believe.
166. Chairman^] Was not Mount Browne originally taken up as a selection ? Tes.
167. Mr. Roberts.'] Do you know the Bellinger district at all ? No ; I have only been there once.
168. If the proposed harbour works were carried out there, Coff’s Harbour would still be your nearest
port? Tes, and all the other mines must use Coff’s Harbour. Bucca Creek,Nana Creek, Coramba and all
these places must use Goff’s Harbour.
169. Have you been put to any inconvenience at Coff’s Harbour in connection with the landing of 
machinery ? My machinery was landed at Woolgoolga, because at the time I got it up there was no road 
from Coff’s Harbour to Bucca Creek. I paid £50 to cut a road through the scrub to get up-my machinery. 
The present road from Bucca Creek to Coff’s Harbour is a great convenience to me.
170. Have the steamers always been able to come alongside the jetty when you have been expecting 

•goods ? Tes ; but I could not send my gold away last time because the weather was then unusually rough.
171. That was during the recent gales ? Tes.
172. They affected every harbour on the coast ? Tes.
173. Do you regard the present facilities for shipping here as ample ? They are not quite up to date.
174. What do you think ought to be done here? I think we should have a breakwater. We deserve a 
better class of steamers, and such steamers would call here if we had a breakwater. My directors in 
London object that they cannot come here because the accommodation is not quite good enough for them. 
Men with plenty of means do not put themselves about much ; but if we could get them to come here it 
would be an advantage to the district.
175. Tou think that would attract more capital here, and lead to the increased development of the 
district? Tes.
176. Where does the Coramba trade go ? To Coff’s Harbour.
177. Is that a trade to be considered? Tes, there are some very large reefs there which are being worked 
with satisfactory results.
178. What is the extent of them? I cannot say; but they have been working ever since I have been in 
the district. There is a 10-head battery there, managed by Mr. Cadell, and he tells me that the results 
are very satisfactory. The Lady Elerslie is a claim which I tested, and one which could be worked at a 
profit if it were properly developed. It adjoins the Coramba King, and there are 50,000 or 60,000 tons 
of ore in sight which I believe it would pay to put through with large machinery. The reef is a very 
large one, and would keep 50 or 60 heads going for many years to come.
179. Would the stone obtained compare with the stone that you are getting ? I do not think it is quite so 
good ; but our stone is of exceptional value.
180. Are the deposits similar to yours ? Tes.

6 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Eugene Erederii ■: Eudder, farmer, Coramba, sworn, and examined
E E Rudder 18L Mr. Rarnell.] How long Iinve you resided in the district? About sixteen years.

' ‘ ,U er' 182. I understand that you k i iw both this district and the Bellinger district ? I have not a very intimate 
25 May, 1898. knowledge of the Bellinger iistrict. •

’ ’ 183. Do you know whether it is necessary that something should be done to give the people on the
' Bellinger better facilities for getting their produce to market ? - Undoubtedly it is necessary.

184.
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184. How many steamers visit Bellinger in the course of a year ? I cannot say. E- If' Rudder.
185. If it has been shown that the works already carried out at the entrance to the Bellinger have proved
beneficial do you think we are justified in believing that the proposed improvements will be a success ? 25 8'8-
I think it is a question whether it would not be better to make a railway from the Bellinger to Cofi’s
Harbour.
186. Would there be any justification for making the railway and at the same time improving the Bellinger 
entrance ? I am doubtful about that.
187. Have you inquired into the probable cost of the railway P INo ; but in my opinion such a railway 
would confer a permanent and certain advantage upon the residents of the Bellinger. I should look upon 
it in that light if I were a resident upon the Bellinger.
188. If that railway were made would there be any necessity for the proposed harbour works at the 
Bellinger ? I think not.
189. Do you think the railway would be reproductive? Yes.
190. Do you know what the jetty here cost ? £11.000 or £13,000, I believe.
191. Are you aware that the present trade of the district does not pay interest upon that amount ? I
am not.
192. Still you are thoroughly satisfied that the traffic -which could be induced would be sufficient to pay 
interest and working expenses for a line of railway ? I think so. There are great possibilities of develop
ment in this district.
193. Which, in your opinion, would be more beneficial to the district concerned, the improvement of the 
Bellinger entrance or the improvement of Coff’s Harbour ? The improvement of Coff’s Harbour.
194. "VVhat district comes within the influence of Coff’s Harbour ? All the Orara and Bucca Creek 
country, extending towards Grafton for a distance of 25 miles, and the whole of the Don Dorrigo country 
from as far as Guy Eawkes. If the railway were made it would draw trade to Coff’s Harbour from the 
Bellinger as well.
195. What part of the Bellinger district would come within the influence of the proposed harbour works 
at the Bellinger entrance ? The south arm and the main river. The people on the north arm would be 
as near to Coff’s Harbour as to the entrance of the Bellinger.
196. Then more trade would come to Coff’s Harbour than to the Bellinger ? Yes.
197. In your opinion, how could Coff’s Harbour be improved ? By joining the island and the south 
headland.
198. That is the island to the south-east of the jetty P Yes.
199. What would it cost to carry out that work? I have an impression that it has been officially esti
mated at about £30,000.
200. Do you think that that amount will pay for the work ? I imagine so. I believe that the depth of 
water between the two points I have mentioned is something like 32 feet.
"201. All the materials for a breakwater are close at hand? Yes. There is ample material of the very 
best quality. .
■202. What weather is most dangerous here ? South-east and easterly weather. The harbour would be 
absolutely safe even during the prevalence of gales from the quarter I have mentioned if the breakwater 
was constructed.
203. Do you think it would be necessary to construct an eastern breakwater? Well, the harbour would 
then be well sheltered.
204. A northern breakwater would not be necessary ? Not for many years.
205. If it were found necessary, I suppose it would be practicable ? Yes.
206. The water on the north side is not too deep ? No.
207. What has been the development of the district during the last five years ? The district has steadily
progressed. -
208. In what branches of industry ? In agriculture generally, in dairying, in mining, and in the timber 
industry.
209. Is more timber obtained now than was obtained four or five years ago ? Yes. The roads are better 
now, and there is more capital invested in the industry. There were one or two small mills in the dis
trict a few years ago, but the men owning them had not sufficient means to work them properly.
210. Are there many consignments of timber from Coff’s Harbour to foreign parts ? Timber is consigned
from this port to foreign parts. '
211. And I suppose most of the timber obtained here finds its way to the metropolis ? And to inter
colonial ports.
212. What is your opinion of the timber here? -It is the finest in New South Wales, or indeed in Australia, 
with regard to both quality and to size.
213. Do you think there is any fear of tbe forests being denuded at an early date? Thatis very unlikely, 
because they are very extensive and the growth of timber is very heavy. There are many varieties of 
timber here.
214. You think that, with proper control, the timber resources of the district may be looked upon as a 
great source of national wealth ? Most decidedly. I might mention that, if there were better facilities 
for shipping, and better access to the port, many farmers would make thousands of pounds out of timber 
which they have now to destroy. I myself have large quantities of timber which I am most anxious to 
export, but I cannot do so because of the cost of shipment and the want of facilities in the way of roads.
215. Would the proposed railway be of service to you? No; excepting as a means of communicating 
with the Bellinger. The vessels which visit Goff’s Harbour now are not large enough to allow of the 
charging of low freights.
216. You think that if the harbour were made safer larger vessels would be sent here, and larger 
consignments would be taken away ? Yes. Some years ago a gentleman came from Sydney and proposed 
to establish large saw-mills on the Don Dorrigo. He guaranteed to erect machinery and to employ 100 
hands if the Government would open a road for him ; hut the Works Department declined to do anything, 
and the whole project fell through.
217. How far would it be from Coff’s Harbour to the point from which you would start your railway ? Do 
you mean how far away is the the Don Dorrigo country—about 14 miles.
218. Do you anticipate that a railway would be required, or would a tramway serve? A tramway might 
answer to a certain extent; but I was thinking of a connection by railway with the New England table-land.

The
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E. F. Rudder. The timber industry alone would supply such a railway with profitable freights for years to come. There 
—A—are hundreds of millions of feet of the finest pine in Australia in the country I have mentioned, besides 

25 May, 1898. other kinds of timber. I have seen Cyprus pine there 5 feet in diameter and 70 feet without a limb, 
though that pine usually only grows to a diameter of about 18 inches.
219. What kinds of timber are there in the Don Dorrigo district? There is the Cyprus pine, cedar, rose
wood, and what they call the English beech.
220. I suppose it is virgin forest country ? Tes. A great deal of the land is comprised in timber reserves 
and in railway reserves. There are about 300 square miles of heavy brush lands m one patch.
221. You unhesitatingly say that if the harbour improvements are carried out here there would be a 
large development of the timber industry ? I think that the timber industry might give profitable employ
ment to a railway for years to come, and might engage the services of at least 10,000 people. Some of 
the finest country in New South Wales, in regard to both climate and soil, is to be found in the Don 
Dorrigo district.
222. Is the rainfall of the Orara and Don Dorrigo districts regular ? Tes; and one of the best in 
Australia.
223. What progress has been made in farming in this district during the last five years ? There has been 
a great increase in the output of the original farmers, and a large number of new men have come into 
the district. The whole of the produce of the district does not come to CofE’s Harbour, because of the 
want of roads ; part of the produce of the Orara goes to Grafton, because there is a better road leading 
there. When the roads of this district are improved, however, this produce will come to Cofi’s Harbour.
224. Do you think that if Coff’s Harbour is improved people will take up more land here and put more 
ground under cultivation ? Undoubtedly. People will then have an inducement to extend their culti
vation areas, and population will increase. All that we require are means of outlet.
225. What does it cost per acre to clear the land here ? It depends entirely upon the character of the 
land. Some of the coast lands will cost £30 an acre to clear; but in a large part of the Don Dorrigo 
country there is no hardwood, so the clearing tbere is less expensive. In five or six years the bulk of the 
timber will rot away, and there is not that undergrowth that you find nearer the coast.
226. What is the Don Dorrigo soil capable of producing ? Wheat, potatoes, and semi-tropical products. 
It is eminently adapted for dairying, both on account of the climate, the supply of water, and the 
character of the soil.
227. For dairying you must have artificial grasses ? Tes ; on the Orara we have to resort to the culti
vation of artificial grasses.
228. What is the average yield of maize in your district ? I should think from 40 to 50 bushels an acre.
229. What do you consider a payable price? The price should never go below 2s. 6d. per bushel.
230. If the growing of maize alone were unprofitable, I suppose a man could make a livelihood by entering 
upon mixed farming ? Tes ; in country like this mixed farming yields the best results.
231. Have you tried growing various kinds of fodder for cattle ? Yes.
232. With success? Tes.
233. Have you tried growing fruit? Tes; I have grown oranges, pears, apples, persimmons, peaches,
apricots, and grapes. '
234. Do cattle thrive well here ? Exceedingly well.
235. Sheep do not do well? No ; sheep are only brought here to kill.
236. Have you any knowledge of the mineral resources of the district ? Tes ; I have taken an interest 
in the mining industry here. I quite endorse what Mr. Crabb has said in regard to its being necessary to 
obtain capital to develop the field. I have been all over the field, and I know that there are dozens of 
men in a district lying west of that of which Mr. Crabb was speaking—a district which it would pay to 
work if capital were invested there.
237. So that you have travelled over country showing indications of auriferous deposits which may not 
have come under the notice of Mr. Crabb? Tes. There are a number of mines there which have been 
opened up by men who knew nothing about mining. They have simply pig-rooted the country and spoilt 
it for capitalists coming after them.
238. Tour evidence amounts to this : That you do not wish to say anything detrimental to the proposal 
to improve the Bellinger entrance, but, at the same time, you wish to put forward claims for the improve
ment of Coff’s Harbour and the opening up of this district? Tes. Something has been said about the 
trade of the Don Dorrigo going to the Bellinger. The road which connect^ the Don Dorrigo with the 
Bellinger taps the Don Dorrigo 4 miles east of Bealestown Creek, but owing to the formation of the 
country it would be impossible to send any of the produce from the main part of the Don Dorrigo to the 
Bellinger. The northern portion of the Don Dorrigo country must always send its produce to Cofi’s 
Harbour, though, no doubt, part of the Don Dorrigo country would send produce to the Bellinger if there 
were a good entrance to that river.
239. I understand that the north arm of the Bellinger is not navigable ? The little north arm is not
navigable. '
240. Therefore the people on the little north arm would not be able to avail themselves of any facilities 
for shipping produce to the Bellinger? They would not have a water-way down the river.
24L. Chairman.'] I understand that you were at Coramba about sixteen years ago ? Tes; I was the first 
resident there. '
242. There was no dairying done there then, and the timber trade was very little? Tes.
243. How were you employed then ? I grew corn, and I exported a small quantity of timber—cedar.
244. By which route ? Via Grafton.
245. Some time after that the mines were opened up ;—is it not to the mining industry that the settlement 
of that district is really due ? Tes, very largely.
246. Almost simultaneously with the opening up of the mines a great development in the timber trade 
took place ? No. The cedar was practically exhausted when I came there, and very little development 
in the timber trade has taken place oflate years. The mines at Nana Creek have been open for fifteen 
or sixteen years.
247. But the important mines are at Bucca ? The Beacon mine is the important centre.
248. Tou naturally desire to obtain the lowest rate for freight ? Tes.
249. Tou are aware that low rates of freight can only be obtained by the employment of sailing vessels ?
Tes. 250.
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250. Hence the necessity for improving CofE’s Harbour to enable sailing vessels to trade here ? Yes. I ^ Rudder.
interviewed the manager of Messrs. Howard Smith & Co., and he told me that they would be glad to send > —'
their intercolonial boats to Coff’s Harbour if better facilities for shipping were given here. ^ Mayi 1898.
251. They do not want to run too much risk ? Iso. The danger is that the steamers may be thrown 
heavily against the wharf.

01ltput ^le ln'nes commences to diminish, I suppose what has taken place in other parts 
of the Colony will take place here—land will come under cultivation, and the country will be permanently 
settled? Yes. As mining goes out agriculture will take its place. “
253. -Is the soil good enough for agriculture ? Undoubtedly. In accordance with an application made 
by me, 10,000 acres were measured out of the forest reserve, and the Government sold that land in special 
areas at from 30s. to £6 an acre. The land I speak of is within about 7 miles of Coff’s Harbour.
254. Have the selectors kept that land? Yes. . •
255. Was it heavily timbered ? Yes. Fortunately a reappraisement cut down the price somewhat.
256. Prior to the commencement of dairying and mining there was no settlement worth speaking of in 
the district ? No ; the district was then a wilderness.
257. It is only of late years that it has made rapid strides ? Yes.
258. The supply of timber here must come to an eud ? Yes, ultimately. The difficulty of getting to the

1°^ 1C0U[,ntlT by railway is caused by the first 14 miles, and I believe that a grade could be got
which would be found suitable. When you get into the Don Dorrigo you are upon a plateau 300 or 350 
square miles in extent, the whole of it heavily timbered with pine, beach, and other valuable trees.
259. Do not the forests near the coast contain more valuable hardwood than the Don Dorrigo scrub 9
Undoubtedly. '
260. Is there any part of the northern coast country where there is better hardwood than is to be found 
within 18 or 20 miles of Coff’s Harbour ? I do not think there is any better hardwood in Australia than here.
261. With better harbour accommodation large sailing vessels would take cargoes of hardwood direct to 
foreign places ? Yes.

^ the harbour is improved will the improvement be of permanent advantage to the people here, or 
will it simply serve their purpose for the time being ? I think it will be of permanent advantage to them, 
and it will cause an increase of population.
263. Apart from the question of improving the Bellinger, vou think that Coff’s Harbour has sufficient
claims to justify expenditure here ? Yes. ”
264. Both in the way of harbour improvements and in the construction of a railway to the table-land ? Yes.
265. Do you think a line from Don Dorrigo to Coff’s Harbour wmuld be warranted? Yes. Coff’s 
Harbour is the only outlet for the Don Dorrigo country? I am speaking of that part of the Don Dorrigo 
between here and the Bellinger, which is cut off from the Bellinger by a deep gorge.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HAEBOUE WORKS AT BELLINGER RIVER. 9

Henry Boultwood, journalist, Fernmount, sworn, and examined :—
266. Mr. ClarkeHas the work already carried out at the entrance to the Bellinger improved the naviga- vr u a 
tion of the river ? Undoubtedly. boultwood*

^re y°U aWare that it: is Proposed to expend about £36,000 in extending the training-walls ? I thought 25^1898 
that that amount included the expenditure up to date. '
268. No, that is a proposed further expenditure do you think it advisable to spend that money ? Well, 
that is rather a steep question. We who ]ive on the Bellinger have a great idea of its importance. We 
have now about 8 feet 6 inches on the bar, and the proposed improvements might possibly give us from 12 
feet to 13 feet, which would be sufficient for the trade of the district.
269. The Bellinger bar has been considered one of the worst on the coast? It has been among the 
worst. I think it has been the most dangerous and difficult bar on the coast. The entrance has shifted 
as much as j- mile in a few days.
tj°''u'Do y° t reeommend any alternative scheme, such as the construction of a breakwater at Coff’s 
Harbour ? I think the construction of a breakwater at Coff’s Harbour would be of considerable assistance 
to us in enabling us to get perishable products away. Our district is small, and, of course, our trade is 
small, and the consequence is that shipping companies do not give us a very regular service. We get a 
boat now about every ten days, and sometimes at longer intervals, and that is not often enough for 
perishable products.
?71’ iP00 y°u tfrint the Bellinger would be in a better position if it were connected with Coft’s Harbour 
by rail ? I think so. We send a large quantity of our perishable products this way now. We have sent 
large numbers of pigs and a quantity of cream this way.
272. When vessels could not enter the Bellinger ? Until quite recently. If a vessel does not come for 
more than eight days we are bound to send our produce this way.
273. The dairying industry is only in its infancy on the Bellinger ? Yes. I think we have four steam 
creameries now, and others are projected.
274. Do you think it likely that other people will go in for dairying? I think so. People are buyin°-
cows now at every opportunity. r jo

275. Will the alluvial land on the Bellinger, upon which maize is grown now, be utilised for dairying ? I 
tiunk so. A great deal of that land has now been under cultivation for thirty or forty years, and it is 
therefore not so rich as it used to be ; but it would do well for grass.
“/ ^ suppose there is a good deal of land at the head of the river which might be used for dairying 9Uur back country is very rough. ' b '
277. It has been suggested that a breakwater should be made at Coff’s Harbour, and a railway constructed 
from Guyra through the Don Dorrigo scrub to Coff’s Harbour do you favour the suggestion ? Most 
p fp jt7' h fr'10'5'0 worfrs would be of enormous assistance in the development of country at the back of

78 But the BeHinger peop e say that the BeHinger is the proper outlet for that district? I do not 
tbmk that it is At the Bellinger Heads we are about 25 miles from Don Dorrigo, whereas you can 
reach the Don Dorrigo country m about 14 miles from Coff’s Harbour, and probably by a better road The 
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road from the Bellinger contains 7 miles of cutting on a fairly steep grade. Then, too, the freight on 
maize from the Bellinger is Is. Gd. a bag, while from Coff’s Harbour it is only Is. a bag.
279. If Coff’s Harbour were improved freights would be reduced ? Undoubtedly. 1 have the assurance 

25 May, 1898. of Mr Nicoll if ^ trade increases as it promises to increase he will reduce his rates even under
present conditions. _ r j
2S0. It has also been proposed to construct a railway from the Bellinger to Coff s Harbour; what do 
you think of that proposal ? It would be of enormous assistance to us. _ _
281. Would the people on the Bellinger, particularly those on the south arm, be very much inconvenienced
if they had to come to Coff’s Harbour? It would depend very much upon what it cost. As I have 
shown you, they would save 6d. a bag in sending maize from here, and if the cost of railway carriage and 
handling only came to Gd. a bag, it would be of advantage to them to send to Coff s Harbour. Some
times it is nearly three weeks before a steamer comes to the Bellinger; but at Coff s Harbour they have a, 
steamer weekly. .
282. I understand that a great deal of the maize grown on the Bellinger is brought down to the steamer
by the droghers ? Tes ; and of course it could be brought to the railway in the same manner. A railway 
from the Bellinger would probably start at Baleigh, which is on navigable water, and droghers could 
bring maize there. .
283. But a railway would mean extra expense and handling is Coff’s Harbour equal to or superior to
Woolgoolga? It is very much superior to Woolgoolga. _
284. Why ? The southern headland extends further to sea, and affords more shelter than is given at
Woolgoolga, apart from the shelter that is given by the islands at Coff’s Harbour. -
285. Tour worst weather comes from the south-east ? Tes. _ .
286. A breakwater connecting the southern headland with the adjacent island would greatly improve the 
harbour? Tes. Captain Howard made a thorough survey of Coff’s Harbour. His proposal was to 
carry a wall from the large island to almost connect with the headland, and to guide the sea on to the 
headland so as to break its force, and to create a scour.
287. Is the water here very deep ? As nearly as my memory serves me there are about 24 feet of water
near the island, and the depth increases up to about 32 feet. _
288. Then a breakwater would be very expensive ? Captain Howard’s scheme embodied another wall, to
shelter Coff’s Harbour Creek. His idea was that ultimately the creek might be used as an inner harbour. 
His estimate of the cost of the whole work was, I think, £270,000. That would make a harbour second 
only to Sydney Harbour. ...
289. Do you think the resources of the district would justify such an expenditure? I think sufficient 
shelter could be given for less money. I think that one breakwater would be enough at present.
290. Do you think that the improvement of the Bellinger entrance is also justifiable ? I think so.
291. Apart from any railway scheme ? Well, I think if I were in the position of the Government I
would scarcely carry out the two works. , _
292. Which wmuld you prefer to see carried out? I think that the requirements of the Bellinger might
be met with a smaller expense than is proposed, and the two works might then be carried out. . _
293. The opinion of the engineers is that a smaller expenditure than £3G,000 would not be effective in

. improving the Bellinger entrance ? Well, in my opinion, they could use cheaper material for part of the
wall. They are now paying 3s. 9d. a ton for stone, and they are throwing away debris which, in my 

■ . opinion, could be used. There is no wash of the sea against a large part of the wall, and that part could
be constructed cheaply.
294. Is the jetty at Coff’s Harbour sufficiently good for the trade? I think so. I have heard it stated 
by people connected with the timber trade that if shelter were afforded for sailing vessels there would bo 
a direct export of timber from here to the old world. At the present time it is dangerous for large 
sailing vessels to lie alongside the jetty. Sailing vessels have attempted it at Woolgoolga, but one or two 
of them went ashore there.
295. Tou think the jetty is sufficiently good for steamers ? Tes ; it is nearly up to the requirements of 
trade, but if it were more sheltered there would probably be more competition and a cheapening of 
rates.
296. Do you think it advisable that sailing vessels should come here ? Tes ; I have knowm vessels to be 
able to load and unload at Coff’s Harbour when other vessels were w'eather-bound at both the Bellinger 
and the Clarence.
297. Tou think that the expenditure of a reasonable amount of money at the Bellinger should be under
taken? In my opinion the position is simply this : The resources of the Bellinger distiict justify the 
improvement of the entrance; but in taking into consideration the development of the outlying districts, 
the improvement of Coff’s Harbour is also to be regarded as beneficial. We have a road from the north 
arm of the Bellinger which connects with the main road to Coff’s Harbour, and I think that the produce 
from that part of the country will come here. That road is only just being opened up, and I think the 
people there spent from £50 to £60 upon it themselves. I should like to endorse wffiat Mr. Eudder has 
said about the Don Dorrigo country. We have been obtaining potatoes from the Don Dorrigo for the 
supply of the Bellinger district, and they are equal to any we can get from Sydney or elsew'here. Some 
were exhibited at a local show', and four of them w-eighed nearly 17 lb. _
298. What is tbe Don Dorrigo soil like ? It is a reddish volcanic soil. They tell us that without culti
vation they can produce 12 and 14 tons of potatoes to the acre.
299. Mr. Roberts.-] What is the area of the Don Dorrigo country ? I understand that it is not less
than 300 square miles. There are 50,000 acres in one reserve, and a great deal of land has been thrown 
open there and is settled upon. It is beautiful country, and is excellently watered, but the people there 
labour under enormous difficulties. _

, 300. Mr. Farnell.] What do you think of the terms and conditions offered to settlers in this district;—•
are they suitable ? The price of laud is excessively high. We have had non-residential selections in 
special areas sold for as much as £6 an acre, and residential selections for £3 an acre ; and they have 
fixed the price at i; 2 an acre in some parts of the Don Dorrigo. Such prices are excessive, and prevent 
people from making a living off the land.

10
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FRIDAY, 27 MAY, 1898.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Bellingen, at 10 a.m.]

JhTSTttt:—
CHAELES ALFEED LEE, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G. | Henry Clarke, Esq.
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.

John Thomas-Greer, farmer, Bellinger Eiver, sworn, and examined :—
301. Chairmanl] How long have you resided here ? Thirty-four years. J. T. Greer.
302. What in your opinion would be the best way to overcome the difficulties to navigation which exist at -V, —,
the entrance to the river ? To continue the work already begun by the Department. 27 May>1898-
303. Have you reason to suppose that the Government scheme if carried out will he effective? Xes
because the work already done has proved beneficial. •
304. Do you think that if it is extended upon the lines suggested by the Department you will obtain all
the. relief which is necessary at the present time ? Yes. • ■
305. You have no exception to take to the Departmental proposal ? No.
300. Y e shall be very glad to hear from you anything you have to say as to the progress of the district, 
its present position, and its future outlook? Last year we exported about 50,000 bags of maize. I do 
not think the maize production is likely to increase very much, but I believe that the dairying output will 
increase, though a good bar and a regular steamer service are necessary for its success. With a good bar 
thousands of acres of land, which are useless for maize growing, would be cleared and put under grass.
307. Is the land available ? Yes. ‘ is
308. Is it Crown land? Yes ; all the back country lying to the north, between here and Coff’s Harbour, 
is Crown land.
309. Is it good land? It is not first-class agricultural land, but it is good grazing land. It would cost a
great deal to clear, because it is heavily timbered. ’
310. It is not likely that maize will be grown there ? No ; that land is not good enough for maize.
311. Is maize likely to be the chief product of the river-bank land? It has been so up to the present time, 
but it the dairying industry increases the production of maize will increase.
312. Has maize-growing paid the farmers? In a sort of way. Thev have made a haphazard livingout of it. i o
3!3. Would a better steamer service improve the position of the maize-growers ? Yes. If the steamer 
could come in and go out at any time, we could get our produce to market at any time. The entrance has 
been a little better since the southern training-wall has been taken out.
314. Inasmuch as the price of maize fluctuates from time to time, I suppose it is of importance to a 
farmer to be able to send his produce to market, so as to take advantage of any change ? Yes.
.315. At the present time you have to send your maize away when you can ? Yes : vou cannot wait to 
take advantage of the market. ‘
316. So that the producer is entirely at the mercy of the seller ? That is so. -
317- If the entrance were improved, you wmuld have more regular communication, and probably larger
vessels ? That is my impression. ^
318. Would you look forward to a reduction in freights ? Yes.
319. What is the present rate for maize? Is. 6d. a bag all the year round.
320. Why is the price so high ? I think it is because our trade is not very large, and we cannot keep an
oo?0Sa^1<-]11 i °at too, everything has to be taken to the steamer on the droghers.
321. And has not the company to take a great risk when it sends a steamer here ? Yes. With the 
improvement to the bar the risk would be lesssened.
322. At the present time there is a risk ? There are risks at all bar harbours.

^ere Pal’ticular ? At the present time I do not think the risk here is greater than the risk at tbe Macleay entrance.
324. But the Bellinger entrance cannot be compared with, say. the Eichmond entrance ? There is not a 
great deal of water on the Eichmond bar, but larger boats go there.
325. Unless the construction of harbour works resulted in a reduction of rates, would the proposed 
Government expenditure be of any advantage to you ? Yes ; because it would enable us to ship our 
maize aw'ay at any time we pleased, because the steamer could make frequent trips. Now, if the pilot 
sends word that there nre only G feet of water on the bar she does not come.
320. You do not attach much importance to the possibility of a reduction of rates ? I should like to see 
the rates reduced, but 1 would rather have a regular steamer service. ■
327. How does the present condition of the entrance affect the export of perishable articles, such as live
stock and farm produce ? The export of perishable articles cannot be carried on to any large extent 
under present conditions. The company send a wire saying that the steamer is leaving Sydney on a 
certain day for the Bellinger, but we never know if she will be able to get in. Fowls and other live stock .
sent down to meet the steamer may be kept waiting on the droghers for a week.
328. And the result is —- ? Great loss ; live stock die, and other articles perish.
329. I suppose people living at a distance cannot get sufficient notice of the arrival of the steamer ?That is so.
330. How many creameries are there on the river ? There are four which buy cream, and then several
people do their own separating. ,
331. Which is the chief creamery ? That at Fernmount. It was built as a butter factory, but it is nowa creamery. 47 •
332. How is the milk sent to Sydney ? Only cream is sent to Sydney.
oof Posslble to seDd cream to Sydney in summer time ? We send it to Coff’s Harbour then.
334. Why ? Because our own steamer service is not regular enough. ’
335. Still you can send cream away in the summer time ? Yes ; but some preservative is used.
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J. T. Greer. 330 jg there a refrigerating chamber upon the steamer ? Tes ; upon the steamers leaving Coif’s Harbour. 
'““'A 337. If you can send cream from Coff’s Harbour, would it not be possible to keep it on the river for a

27May, 1898. few days, and then send it direct? To ; because the direct boat might not call for a week. Tou always 
know when there will be a steamer from Coff’s Harbour. \Te take advantage of both services.
338. The dairying industry will have to develop a great deal before the shipments from here can be very 
large ? Tes.
339. Tou are not butter exporters ? To. ‘
340. Tour output of cream will always be small ? Tes.
341. Is it proposed to make butter just yet ? I do not think so.
342. But you think the district eminently adapted for dairying ? Tes.
343. Is there good feed for cows all the year round ? Tou can grow fodder all the year round. Of 
course, in the winter time grass is rather scarce.
341. Do you look upon Coff’s Harbour as a more reliable port than the entrance to the Bellinger ? Tes. 
345. Would you prefer to see Coff’s Harbour improved and a railway made there from the Bellinger ?

■ Tes ; if there was a probability of our getting the railway at once ; but if we have to wait long for it I
think the Government should go on with the harbour works. If the entrance to the river ceases to be 
of use to us our bread and butter ceases. We have had difficulties enough in the past, and we cannot 
afford to go back.
34G. It is not likely that both works will be carried out;—the question is : which would be best for the 
district ? I consider that a railway to Coff’s Harbour would be the better.
347. Failing that ? Failing that, you could carry on the harbour works.
348. Suppose the harbour works were carried out, and no connection with Coff’s Harbour made, would 
that meet the requirements of the district ? I think so.
349. If it resulted in a regular and reliable steamer service ? Tes ; that is what the producers want.
350. That is what the district really requires ? Tes ; it has not suffered so much during the last twelve 
months, because the bar has been gradually improving. If it has been bad it has only continued so for a 
day or two.
351. Has the district improved as the bar has improved ? I am sure that it has.
352. What instance can you give us of a recent development ? The people here to-day are in a better 
position than they were in five or six years ago.
353. Why ? Because of the better steamer service.
354. Is it because of the better prices ? I do not think so. The prices have been about the same.
355. What has been the average price of maize during the last four years, as compared with the price 
during the previous four years? I think that the price during the previous four years was a bit better.
356. I suppose that a regular service has a good moral effect upon the people, in giving them heart to go on 
with their work ? Tes ; people get very down-hearted when they cannot send their produce to market. 
One year we had to send everything to Coff’s Harbour.
357. Do you look upon the Bellinger district as a good one ? Tes ; it is a small district, but very 
fertile.
358. How is the land mostly held ? Chiefly by conditional purchase. Some of the land was taken up as 
early as 1863, and has become freehold.
359. From that date downwards the people here have had a hand-to-mouth existence ? Tes; I have
known a vessel here to be bar-bound for weeks at a stretch. In my opinion the people would be a great 
deal better off if they went in for dairying. With maize-growing you are apt to suffer loss through the 
floods. ‘
360. It is possible that dairying may be overdone in the near future. I suppose if the price of butter 
came down very low, you would cease to produce it ? Tou would have to go in for mixed farming. I do 
not believe in going in for dairying only. A man need not cease maize-growing when he goes in for 
dairying. I believe that if people went in more for dairying and grew less maize they would get a better 
price for their maize.
361. I suppose it is possible to grow everything on the Bellinger that can be grown on the other northern 
rivers, with the exception of, perhaps, sugar-cane ? Tes.
362. And you think that you should be put in the same position as the people on the other rivers in regard 
to the facility for getting to market? Tes.
363. Which, in your opinion, would be the better—an improved river entrance, or a coast railway from 
Morpeth ? An improved entrance, I think.
364. Would you be able to send produce by rail to Sydney as cheaply as you can send it by steamer ? I 
do not think so.
365. If the proposed work were successfully carried out, and larger vessels traded to the Bellinger at 
reduced rates of freight, and it became necessary for the Government to make a charge upon all the 
northern rivers for the services rendered in the construction of harbour works, would there be any objec
tion on the part of the producers to paying that charge ? I do not think so, if it were applied equally 
wherever harbour works have been carried out.
366. Do you think that would be a good arrangement ? I think so.
367. It would be wise for the State to make a charge to recoup the cost of these works ? I believe that
it would be wise to do so.
368. If a railway were made, you would have to pay for the services afforded you ? Certainly.
369. I believe that at the present time Bellingen is the head of navigation for droghers ? Tes.
370. Produce is taken down to the Heads from here by the droghers and there put on board the steamer ? 
Tes.
371. This system of droghering will continue even after the proposed works have been carried out ? That 
is a matter lying with the people themselves. I think that dredging should be carried on in the lower 
parts of the river. That would give the ocean steamer a chance to come up here.
372. If that could be done it would be a great advantage to the settlers on the banks, as it would enable
them to save the expense of droghing ? Tes.
373. If the dredging of the river is not possible, will the people remain content with a good entrance ? 
I think so, but I think they will try to get the steamer up the river.
374. Is there any point you would like to emphasise in connection with our inquiry ? A railway to Coff’s
harbour has been mentioned. If we had such a railway, we should have a regular steamer service—a 
service that could be relied upon. ‘ 375.

12 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.



1025

375. The question is, whether you could pay for the railway carriage, together with the droghering and 
constant handling ? Of course, if it cost more to send the stuff away by rail the people would not use 
the railway.
376. Which do you think would be the better for the district—a railway, or the improvement of the 
entrance ? I think that a railway to Coff’s Harbour would suit the people of the district better than the 
improvement of the entrance to the Bellinger, especially so far as the butter industry is concerned.
377. Could you pay an extra charge for the carriage of your maize ? I do not know that we should have 
to pay an extra charge. I believe that we could get maize taken from Coff’s Harbour for 8d. or 9d. a bag.
378. At the present time you have as good a service from the Bellinger as they have from Coff’s Harbour? 
Very little is sent from Coff’s Harbour now, but if the Bellinger trade went there there would be a bi
weekly service.
379. There are times when steamers cannot go to Coff's Harbour ? Tes ; but I believe that the
“ Wollumbin” has been able to make regular weekly trips. A steamer would only be kept away from 
Coff’s Harbour for a day or two at a time. ”
380. But some harbour works would be necessary to make Coff’s Harbour a certain port ? Tes.
381. If the trade of the Bellinger is to go to Coff’s Harbour that harbour must be a certain port ? Tes ; 
but the making of Coff’s Harbour a certain port would be a national work, because it would create a 
harbour of refuge.
382. But it would cost more to do that than to improve the entrance to the Bellinger ? Tes, I believe 
so. If we can get a railway at once I am in favour of its being made, but if we are likely to have to 
wait ten years or a generation for it, I say give us a better entrance.
383. If the entrance is improved it will do away, with any possibility of railway connection ? I am aware 
of that. I should like to see a railway made to Coff’s Harbour.
38A If the Bellinger entrance is made safe, will it be sufficient for the requirements of the district? I
think so.
385. Mr. Roberts!] What are the principal towns on the Bellinger? The principal town is Bellingen, 
and there are also Fernmount, Ealeigh, and the Bellinger Heads.
386. How far up the river does the “ Bosedale” come ? She only comes as far as the Grovernment 
wharf, which is about half a mile inside the entrance.
387. Has she never come further than that ?. I do not think so.
388. Has any ocean steamer ever come as far as Fernmount? Tes, the “ Euroka” came there last week.
She draws 5 feet or 5 ft. 6 in., and carries about 1,400 bags.
389. Does she belong to the North Coast Company ? Tes.
390. Have they ever been asked to send her here constantly instead of the “ Bosedale” ? A deputation 
waited upon Mr. See at Ealeigh the other day asking him to send the “Euroka” to Fernmount, and to 
take cargo from there at lower rates; but his ansiver was that he could not do it—that the bar would 
have to be deepened so as to permit of the entrance of larger boats before the freights could be reduced.
391. What is the rate from Fernmount ? One shilling and sixpence a bag. '
392. Is the same rate charged from all parts of the river ? Tes.
393. Does it include droghering ? Tes. ’
394. If a farmer draws his maize to the Government wharf at the entrance, does he get any reduction of 
freight ? No, none whatever.
395. What distance do the droghers bring maize to the Government wharf ? From about 1G or 17 miles 
up the river.
396. How far is Bellingen from the entrance by the river ? Sixteen or 17 miles.
397. All the towns you have mentioned are on the North Arm ? Tes.
398. Is there not a branch of the river called the Little North Arm? Tes. It joins the North Arm
4 or 5 miles by road from here.
399. Is there much settlement on the Little North Arm ? There are a good many settlers there ; I cannot 
say how many.
400. I suppose that the land near the Heads is not suited for agriculture ? They grow maize at a distance 
of 3 or 4 miles from the Heads.
401. Does the land improve in fertility as you go up the river ? Tes.
402. Is not the good land confined to very narrow strips ? Tes ; it does not run very far back from the 
river—generally not more than the depth of a farm.
403. What is the average acreage of the holdings upon which maize is grown ? I think very few farmers 
hold more than 300 acres. I suppose that from 100 acres to 150 acres would be an average holding.
404. They only grow maize on the river frontages ? That is all. =
40o. Of the 150 acres you spoke of I suppose some would be timbered country ? Some of the farms are 
mostly timbered land. "
406. What would be the average acreage under cultivation ? I suppose 40 or 50 acres.
407. Is the rest of the land as nature made it? No ; a great many farmers have their back lands cleared
and under grass. “
408. What is that land adopted for? Chiefly for growing grass. It might be possible to grow some kind 
of produce there if the stuff could be got to market.
409. Still the land is good for dairying ? Tes.
410. Does the country improve as you go west from Bellingen ? I think the country up the river from a 
little below Fernmount is nearly all pretty good. The further you go up the newer the land is, and the 
better are the crops that you get, because, of course, the first settlers took up land as near to navigable

n water as possible.
411. How farm do the farmers on the Little North Arm have to bring their produce in order to get it to 
the droghers ? I suppose 6 miles would be the shortest distance.
412. What would it cost them to carry produce 6 miles? I could not say, but one man told me that he 
was drawing 10 miles for 5d..a bag.
413. Do the people on the Little North Arm ever send their produce to Coff’s Harbour ? I do not know 
that they do, but for some time they have been agitating for a road there. A gentleman the other day 
told me that when the road was completed all their produce would go to Coff's Harbour.
414. Why do they want a road to Coff’s Harbour ? Because there they would get a more reliable steam
service. 4,^5
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J. T. Greer. 415. How long has the agitation for this road been going on ? For two or three years, and perhaps more. 
2l7-M'"iaQ8 416. Has there been any delay in getting produce away from the Bellinger since the entrance works were 

ky> , “• commenced ? The worst delay we had was about two years ago. There have been delays since ; but I do
not think they were altogether the fault of the bar. The fault has been with the company in not sending 
a boat there.
417. Is it not a fact that since the works were commenced you have 10 feet of water on the bar, as a 
rule ? I think the average depth would be 7 or 8 feet. "W"e have had 10 feet and more than that; but I 
do not think that the bar remains deep for long. I heard the other day that the depth now was 7 ft. Gin.
418. Is it not true that when the “ Bosedale ” has been unable to leave the river it has been because of 
the prevalence of easterly or south-east gales, and not because of the want of water on the bar ? About 
two years ago the “ Hosed ale ” was bar-bound for three or four weeks, because of the w'ant of water, but 
since the southern training-wall has been carried out the bar has not been so bad.
419. Has she ever been unable to get out since ? Last year one of the steamers—I think it was the 
“ Fernmount ”—was unable to get out for a couple of days, but these delays have not lasted long.
420. What is the draught of the “ Hosedale ” ? From 7. to 8 feet when loaded.
421. Under these circumstances why do the Little North. Arm people want to go to Goff’s Harbour? 
Well, only one steamer trades regularly to the Bellinger, and she has to serve three or four other ports, 
so that we are sometimes a fortnight without a boat. At Goff’s Harbour there is a steamer every week.
422. Does the steamer not come here regularly because there is not sufficient cargo for her? I believe 
that if the ordinary boat came regularly she could take away all The cargo in six months. In the busy 
season, of course, we could keep her going.
423. For how many months in the year would that be ? For about half the year—that is, when the maize
crop is being sent away. ,
424. Has it been decided to make a road from Little North Arm to Goff’s Harbour ? It is partly open now.
425. Is it intended to complete it ? I cannot say.
426. For how many miles has that road been made ? I could not tell you, but I understand that when 
another £50 has been spent upon it no more stuff will go to the Bellinger.
427. What saving will they make by having that road ? They will have to draw 20 miles instead of 10 ; 
but they will be able to send their maize away from Goff’s Harbour for Is. a bag.
428. What would it cost to draw stuff 20 miles ? I suppose they would get it drawn for Is. a bag, 
They have also to pay Id. a bag w'harfage at Goff’s Harbour.
429. That would be a total charge of 2s. Id. as against Is. lid. from the Bellinger ? Yes ; but then they 
would get a regular service. I suppose it is that that influences them.
430. How often is there a steamer to Goff’s Harbour ? Once a week.
431. Is Is. a bag the lowrest rate at which maize is carried from the northern river to Sydney ? No ; I 
believe that it is taken for 9d. a bag from the Bichmond and the Clarence.
432. Although the distance is greater ? Yes.
433. Do you know the rate from the Tweed ? No.
434. Since the southern training-wall has been made, has there been a more contented feeling among the
farmers ? Yes. •
435. Then is it not difficult to understand why they want to go to Goff’s Harbour? I suppose they will 
get an advantage by going to Goff’s Harbour.
436. Has there been any agitation for a railway to Goff’s Harbour in this district ? I do not think so. 
A gentleman on the river once called a meeting on the subject, but it was decided that it would be better 
to go on with the harbour works.
437. Before the harbour works were commenced was any large quantity of produce sent to Goff’s Harbour ? 
No ; I believe that 3,000 or 4,000 bags of maize went over there on one occasion after our bar had been 
bad for a few months; but it was found very expensive to send maize there.
438. That was about two years ago? Yes. '
439. Not much maize has been sent to Goff’s Harbour since ? No ; live stock—pigs and so on—and cream
have been sent there. ■
440. Is the “Hosedale” fitted with a refrigerating chamber ? I think not.
441. Is it a fact that before the improvements were commenced by the Government the farmers upon the 
river were so disheartened by their isolated position that some of them abandoned their holdings ? I 
never heard of any. Probably one or two found their holdings were no good and left; but I do not know 
any valuable holding that has been abandoned. Holdings may have been sold, but not abandoned.
442. How many saw-mills are there on the river? Two; one at the Bellinger Heads and the other at 
Raleigh.
443. Do they send away much timber? Not a largo quantity so far; but I believe that they will send
away a great deal. The owners of the new mill seem to be very energetic men, and I believe that they 
will put through a lot of timber. ” .
444. Is not the Bellinger famous for the quantity and quality of its timber ? Yes ; there is a great deal 
of hardwood here—blackburt, tallowwood, gum, ironbark, and so forth.
445. Is there a large foreign trade in timber ? 1 think all the timber is shipped to Sydney.
440. I suppose all the alluvial land here has been taken up ? All of any value for maize-growing.
447. From what distance from the Heads is the land settled ? I suppose for pretty well 40 miles from
the Heads. "
448. Do you know the Don Dorrigo district ? I was never there ; I only know it by repute.
449. Have you ever been to Guy Fawkes ? No.
450. Do you know of people being anxious to settle in the district since the harbour works were 
commenced ? A good many people have come here, and I believe that others are coming, but I think it

■ is chiefly to get laud for dairying purposes. A good many people are going on to the Don Dorrigo country.
451. Do you think it likely that the Don Dorrigo country will be settled in the near future by a large 
number of families? From what I hear that land is capable of carrying a great population.
452. What produce is it most likely to grow ? They can grow potatoes there, but I do not think the land is
suitable for maize-growing. Thay could grow wheat, probably, and they could dairy. ,
453. Are there any potatoes grown on the Bellinger? All the potatoes grown here are for local
consumption. .

f® PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. -
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454. Would there be a good market here for Don Dorrigo potatoes? The difficulty would be to bring J-T. .Greer,
them from Don Dorrigo, because of the expense of eartins:. ' ■
455. Do you know if pototoes are being sent away from the Don Dorrigo country at the present time ? ' oao‘ 
I cannot say if any are sent to Sydney, but some are sent here,
456. Are they good potatoes ? Those I have seen are splendid potatoes; they compare favourably with 
the best I have ever seen.
457. At what point do you think it would be most convenient to connect the Bellinger with Coff’s 
Harbour ? At Baleigh.
458. Have you ever considered whether produce could be sent to Sydney in that way more cheaply than 
by steamer direct ? I do not know what the railway charges would be, but if the freight were no more 
than the freight we pay now the people would be very well served by a railway.
459. The freight from Coff’s Harbour would be at least Is. ? It would not be Is.
460. Say 9d. ? Well, 9d.
461. Would you be likely to have your produce taken from your farm, put on the trucks, carried by the , 
railway, unloaded at Coff’s Harbour, and put into a steamer there for another 9d. ? I think so.
462. Would it not be very inconvenient for people residing at some distance from Baleigh to get to the
railway ? They would have to use the river. 1
403. What do you think it would cost to carry goods by water from Bellingen to Baleigh? Hot more 
than 3d. per bag.
464. The farmers on the Little North Arm would have to pay 5d. a bag to bring their produce to Bellingen ?
Yes.
465. Therefore, they would have to pay 8d. a bag to get it to Baleigh; then 9d. for railway carriage and 
handling would make the cost Is. 5d.? Would the cost of the railway service be more than 6d.
466. Well, if it were 6d., the cost of getting their produce to Coif’s Harbour wrould be Is. lid. ? We. are 
paying as much as that now ; besides, those who did not wish to use the droghers could draw their 
produce to the railway station themselves.
467. Have you been over the country between Baleigh and Coff’s Harbour ? Yes.
468. Along the Great North Coast road ? I have been through that country by different tracks before 
the road was made.
469. Is it not very ridgy country ? I do not consider it very ridgy ; it is good, hard ground.
470. Does it not strike you that it would cost a good deal to make a railway there r I do not know what 
it would cost, but I have heard it put down at £6,000 a mile. ‘
471. Was that estimate made by a man well able to form an opinion on the subject ? I think so.
472. How many miles is it from Baleigh to Coff’s Harbour ? Bourteen, and then 2 more down to 
the jetty.
473. Sixteen miles altogether ? Yes. ■
474. That would make the cost of the line £100,000 in round figures ? I believe so.
475. Three per cent, on that amount would be £3,000 per annum ;—the estimated cost of the proposed 
harbour improvements is £30,000, or, at 3 per cent., £1,080 per annum? Yes ; but the railway would 
be a section of the North Coast line. Part of that line—from The Tweed to Lismore—is already made.
476. Do you look forward to the continuation of that line south ? Well, there is great talk about it, but 
I do not know if it will ever be made.
477. If that railway were made, what number of farmers would use it ? I could not say. I believe that 
the bulk of the farmers would use it, if it were to their advantage.
478. Do you think the railway would get 50 per cent, of the trade? I. think so, and probably more. I 
believe that the farmers would study their own interests.
479. Do you know how many bags of maize were exported from this district last year ? I think 50,000
or 52,000 bags. ’
480. That at Is. 6d. a bag would give £3,750 per annum in freight ? Yes.
481. If £3,000 of that amount were set apart to meet the interest charges on the railway, how would you 
make up the working expenses? Other things besides maize would be sent by rail—perishable goods, for 
instance. The trade too would increase.
482. Is the timber all sent away by sailing vessels ? Yes, so far. I believe that the owner of the new 
sawmill has chartered some small steamers.
483. What steamers are they ? The “ Trilby ” is one.
484. What is her tonnage ? I suppose she would carry 30,000 or 40,000 feet of hardwood.
485. Is all the timber sent to Sydney ? It goes chiefly to Sydney.
486. How many sailing vessels are there trading to the river now ? I do not think there are more than 
two or three.
487. Are they able to carry all the timber ? Yes, so far.
488. What tonnage are they ? Some of them are 100 tons, and some of them are 70 tons.
489. Do you think the Bellinger will be the outlet for the Don Dorrigo country ? I think so, under ■ 
certain circumstances.
490. Does much timber come down from there now ? Not a great deal:
491. Where does the timber come from chiefly ? The cedar trade is about done on this river. It is only 
cedar that comes here from Don Dorrigo.
492. How far is the timber which is now being cut at the sawmills brought ? Some of it comes from 
above Bellingen. They take it down the river in pontoons.
493. What distance do they have to draw it before they get it to the river ? On the higher parts of the 
river they do not have. to draw it very far; but, lower down, near the mill, they have to draw it 3 or 
4 miles.
494. Are the mills constantly employed ? Up to the present time they have not been constantly em- _
ployed, but I. cannot say what the new mills will do.
495. Has there been a want of timber ? Yes ; and the machinery of the old mill is not very good. It 
has broken down and repairs have had to be made.
496. There has been no difficulty in getting timber away by sailing vessels? There was a difficulty about
two years ago ; but I do not think there has been any since. )
497. So far'as you can judge, is the stone used for the training-ivalls well adapted for the purpose? It -
seems to me to do well enough. 498.
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J. T. Greer. 498, What kind of stone is it? I should call it a sort of hard slate.
n 499. Have you ever seen the stone that is being used on the Clarence Eiver ? No ; I have seen the stone 

27 May, 1898. that is used at Trial Bay.
500. Is the stone on the Bellinger similar to that ? No ; it is not nearly as good.
501. Where is the stone that is being used obtained? About 3 or 4 miles up the South Arm.
502. Do you know of any better stone in the district ? There is better stone, 1 believe, along the coast, 
but it would be more expensi\e to get.
503. Has a quarry been opened up on the South Arm ? Yes.
504. And the stone is brought down the river ? Yes, in punts.
505. How far is the quarry from the river? It is right on the river bank.
506. Do the sailing vessels still come to the Bellinger in ballast? Chiefly in ballast. The saw'-mill 
proprietors may bring up some back cargo that way sometimes.
507. Is the ballast used in connection with the harbour works ? I do not think so.
508. Is a dredge constantly employed on the river ? Yes ; we have had a dredge here for 12 or 13 years.
509. It has been absolutely necessary ? Yes.
510. What was the river like before you had that dredge? When people first came here there was no 
erosion of the banks, and consequently the river was deeper. Yessels at that time could come up past 
Bernmount.
511. Sailing vessels ? Yes.
512. How much water would they draw ? Six or 7 feet.
513. At that time all the maize was taken to Sydney by sailing vessels ? Well, we had a little steamer 
which used to come up the river.
514. In those days did the farmers suffer vexatious delays in getting produce to market ? Yes ; and in 
one year the maize had to be burnt because it could not be got to market at all.
515. But you say you had more water then ? In the river, but not on the bar.
516. Once a vessel is got over the bar, what shoals are there to be crossed in the river ? There are two 
or three flats which could be easily dredged; but it would be difficult to dredge the river above Pernmount.
517. What water have you on the South Arm ? The depth is about the same as on the main arm ; the 
droghers go up about the same distance.
518. Does the South Arm require constant dredging ? It has to be dredged once and again.
519. I suppose the dredge is constantly employed on the river, from one year's end to another ? Yes.
520. Do the droghers go up Back Creek now ? That is the only channel at the present time.
521. Does it require constant dredging ? Now and again it may want touching up. It has all been 
dredged.
522. Do you think Back Creek ought to be closed ? I believe it would be better to keep the main river 
open.
523. Are there farmers on the banks of Back Creek ? There are no farmers there at all.
524. Then why do the droghers go up that way ? Simply because that is where the deep water is. They 
cannot get up the Main Arm. They have always come up Back Creek since it has been dredged.
525. What is the length of Back Creek ? Hardly a couple of miles. It commences on the South Arm at 
about n mile from ihc Heads, and finishes at the North Arm about 3 miles from the Heads.
526. Has the North Arm silled up since the training-wall was commenced ? There is not much depth of 
water in the North Arm, because the channel goes through Back Creek. I do not think droghers have gone 
along the lower part of the North Arm for some years.
527. What is the value of the best farming land on the river bank here ? Prom £20 to £25 an acre.
52S. What is the highest price that you have known such land on the Bellinger to fetch? I suppose, 
£30 an acre.
529. Have you known sales to be effected at these prices ? I have known farms to be sold for prices 
equivalent to about £30 an acre.
530. Have you heard of sales taking place during the present year at which £20 or £25 an acre has been 
obtained? No.
531. Do the farms here often change hands ? Not very often. A few of them have changed hands, but 
a great many of those who selected is 1863 still own the same farms.

Is the district in what you would term a fairly prosperous condition ? It is.
Do you think it has been more prosperous since the training-wall was commenced ? I think so.
The people realise the great advantage which they will get from the training-wall ? Yes.

1G “ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

David Anderson, farmer and maize-bujrer, Bellingen, sworn, and examined :—
Chairman.'] How long have you resided here ? Por thirty-four years.
Where were you residing before you came here ? On theMacleay.
Mr. Clarice.] We understand that the condition of the river entrance has been detrimental to the 

interests of the people here ? The bar has been very bad. The river enters the sea through an opening 
in the beach, and there is no headland near the mouth. After heavy floods the entrance has shifted very 
considerably at times.
538. What has the bar been like during the last few years ? I believe that it has been better than in 
former years.
539. During your long residence here have you known vessels to be detained for several days at a time?
I have known vessels to be detained here for months. In those times there was no pilot and no tug service, 
and they had to wait for a favourable wind and tide. .
540. That state of things must have injured the trade of the district ? Certainly.
541. Do you think that the proposed harbour works will materially benefit the district ? They may, and 
ihey may not. I think that unless the walls are carried out into deep water, the works must be regarded 
as an experiment.
542. You consider that the proposed work should be carried out; but, not being an engineer, you cannot 
give a decided opinion as to their value ? No.
543. What is your opinion of the resources of the district? I would favour the construction of a railway 
which would give us more direct communication with Goff’s Harbour.

532.
533.
534.

D. Anderson. 535. 

27 May, 1898. 537
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544. If such a railway were made, would it not increase the cost of sending goods to Sydney ? It might; D, Anderson, 
but 1 do not think it would. Intercolonial boats could call at Coff’s Harbour, and they would take maize
and other produce not only to Sydney, but to Melbourne, to Fremantle, and to other places where we ^ May, 1898. 
might wish to send it.
545. I suppose if a railway were made to Coff’s Harbour it would encourage competition among the 
steamship companies, and thus bring about a reduction of freights ? Yes.
546. What is your opinion about the construction of a line from Gfuyra to Coff’s Harbour P Such a line 
would open up good country on the Don Dorrigo and at Guy Fawkes ; but I do not know that it would be 
of much advantage to the Bellinger district.
547. If a railway were made from the Bellinger to Coff’s Harbour it is not likely that the entrance to the 
Bellinger would be improved;—now, is not water carriage always cheaper than railway carriage ? Perhaps 
it is where there are large quantities of produce to send away; but here we have no large quantity of 
produce to send away, and we are at the mercy of monopolists who charge us what they think fit, and 
serve us just as they choose. They merely come to the Bellinger when they cannot get cargo elsewhere.
548. What are the productions of the Bellinger ? Maize chiefly. One cannot go in for fruit-growing or
dairying because of the unreliability of the steamer service. .
549. Would not the maize always be sent awav by the cheapest route P Yes.
550. That I suppose would be by the direct steamer? Yes; if we could send away when the market 
suited us ; but that is impossible now.
551. If the railway were authorised it would take many years to complete ? In that case I should approve
of the carrying out of the harbour improvements. Eventually the North Coast Bail wav will come this 
way. '

W011^ k0 a very expensive line to make? I dare say it would, but it would bring revenue to 
the Government, whereas dredging and harbour work bring no revenue.
553. Do you think dairying is likely to be a success here ? I believe so.
554. Would it employ a larger number of people than are now employed in the district ? It would 
employ a larger number of families, and it would give work to the children. There are thousands of acres 
here which might be turned into dairy farms which are utterly useless for maize-growing.
555. Then you think that perhaps mixed farming—maize-growing on the alluvial land, and dairying on 
the grazing land, could be carried on ? Yes ; our experience is that with regular communication it would 
pay us to turn our best maize land into paddocks.
556. Where are your creameries ? At Baleigh, at Fernmount, at Bellingen, and on the little North Arm.
The creameries buy milk from the farmers.
557. Do not some of the farmers separate their own milk ? In some cases they do their own separating, 
sending the cream to Sydney, and selling their butter locally.
008. Is not the cream often spoilt because of the delays at the bar ? The delays are not always caused 
by the bad state of the bars. It sometimes happens that after a steamer has been advertised to call here, 
she goes to Port Macquarie instead, and we have to wait for another trip. I have known pigs to be sent 
up and down the river two or three times to catch the steamer.
559. Would it not be better for all the farmers to send their milk to the creamery so as to avoid sending
the cream to Sydney ? The cream would have to be sent to Sydney in any case. °
560. But it would then go as butter ? Some of the creameries make butter and sell it locally, but they 
do not send it to Sydney ; they send the cream to Sydney.
561. What has been the average price of maize on the river during the last few years ?
2s. a bushel. Prom a little under 2s. to 2s. a bushel is what the farmer would get afte
562. But what has been the gross price? About 2s. 6d. a bushel.
563". That would give the farmer a net return of from Is. lid. to 2s. a bushel? Yes. 
o64. The freight at Is. 6d. a bag would be 4|d. a bushel? Yes ; but to that must be added commission 
and other charges. Altogether you must deduct about G|d. a bushel for expenses.
565. Does this price pay the farmers ? No, not when you take into consideration their losses through 
floods and m other ways. We could often get better prices if we could get our produce to market at the right time.
566. If the entrance were improved to allow vessels drawing 10 feet of water to come into the river do 
you think there would be a considerable reduction in rates ? I hardly think so, because there is not 
simcient freight to create competition, and there would still be the expense of taking the maize down the 
river to the Heads.

I think not over 
paying expenses.

567. But if larger vessels could come would they not take the produce at lower rates ? If there were 
competition the rates would be reduced, but when there is only one line of boats the owners generally 
squeeze all they can out of the people. The trade of this river is not sufficiently large to brin°- about 
competition. Tho whole of our produce could be taken away in three months, and for about six ^months 
of the year there would be nothing to take. ■
568. Then a, railway to Coff’s Harbour would soon carry off all your produce ? Yes ; two or three trains 
would take it all. But with regular communication thousands of acres which are not used now vvould be 
taken up, and the present farmers would do more with their land. I do not think there is a better district 
in New bouth Wales for citrus fruit than the Bellinger district.
569. We had it stated in evidence in Sydney that if the entrance to the river were improved the steamer 
rates would be reduced about 35 per cent., and that instead of paying Is. 6d. a bag for maize the people 
would have to pay only about Is. a bag ? I only hope that that will happen.
570. You do not believe that there will be any reduction ? There may be a slight reduction.
571. What is the freight from Coff’s Harbour ? At the present time it is Is. a bag, but only a limited 
quantity or produce goes from there.
072. There is a very good road from the Bellinger to Coff’s Harbour;—would it not be to your advantage 
to cart your produce to Coff’s Harbour now ? Two years ago a large quantity of maize was sent there, 
r/70 u61' w0k weather the road becomes so boggy that it will not carry a waggon loaded with maize.
073. Have you any idea of the quantity of maize sent from the Bellinger annually? It has varied
according to the seasons and the floods, from 28,000 bags to nearly 50,000 bags. . ’
574. What else is sent away besides maize ? Large quantities of timber are sent away, together with 
poultry, pigs, cream, and a little fruit. J °

. 46 0)—C 675.
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D. Anderson. 575. If a railway were made, would not heavy goods, such as timber and maize, still be sent direct by 
steamer? I do not think so. I think the maize would be sent by railway to Cofi’s Harbour, and from 

27 May, 1898. there it might be shipped direct to the various colonies.
57(5. You are entirely in favour of a line from either G-uyra or the Bellinger to CofE’s Harbour ? I am 
in favour of a railway from the Bellinger to Goffs Harbour. I do not know much about the merits of a 
line from G-uyra to Coif’s Harbour.
577. Chairman.'} How much land do you farm ? Over 40 acres of maize.
578. Do you think 50,000 bags per annum is a fair estimate of the maize export of this river? No; I
think it is too large. -
579. What do you think the export is ? Between 28,000 and 50,000 bags. 50,000 bags is the largest 
quantity of maize that has been shipped to Sydney in one year—if that quantity has ever been sent.
580. In a good season the district is capable of producing 50,000 bags ;—do you think that with greater 
facilities for shipment more than that quantity could be produced ? Well, there is very little more land 
to put under maize.
581. Is the district capable of producing 50,000 bags of maize per annum ? In a good season.
582. How are your bad seasons caused ? By floods.
583. Do you suffer from droughts ? No.
584. I suppose the floods enrich your land and give you larger yields the following year ? That happens 
sometimes, but in places the good soil is often swept clean away.
585. A railway to Coff’s Harbour would cost at least £100,000; 3 per cent, interest on that amount 
would be £3,000 a year. What rate do you think you could afford to pay for the carriage of maize by 
rail from the Bellinger to Coff’s Barbour ? I should say 3d. or 4d. a bag.
580. Pifty thousand bags at 3d. a bag would only yield £025 to the railway, and even if the rate per bag 
were Od. it would not meet the interest on the cost of the line, while the producers would be in no better 
position than they are in at the jiresent time ? I am certain that if half of the maize grown on the 
Bellinger went to CofF’s Harbour, the rates would be reduced. The intercolonial boats take freight from 
Melbourne to Sydney for 4s. a ton.
587. But none of them call at Coff’s Harbour ? I understand that there is sufficient water there for 
them, and I have been told that one intercolonial company would be prepared to send a steamer there 
for £50 worth of freight. At the present time there is no more produce shipped at Coff’s Harbour than 
Nicoll’s boats can carry, so that they have to go to Byron Bay and the Richmond to fully load.
588. Suppose the rate from Coffs’ Harbour, by steamer, were Sd. a bag, and the railway charges came to 
another 8d., that would make the total charge is. 4d.; with such a charge how much better off would you 
be than you are at the present time ? Well, we should have command of the market.
589. But if the entrance to the Bellinger is improved, and you get regular communication at reduced rate, 
will not that serve the district ? I dare say it will.
590. If the entrance is improved farmers along the river bank can put their produce direct on to the 
droghers and send it straight away,—is not that the cheapest way of getting rid of it ? I have had no 
experience of any other way.
591. Would not the improvement of the entrance be the best way of serving the general interests of the 
district ? I believe that it would for some time to come, but it will be very expensive to continue the 
dredging of the river.

Edward lleymond, wheelwright and eoachbuilder, Bellingen, sworn, and examined:—
E. Reymond. 592. Chairman.} How long have you been here? Eight years and nine months.

, 593. Where did you come from? Prom Bowra, on the Nambucca River.
27 May, 1898. 594, How long were you living there ? I am a native of the Macleay ; and the Bellinger, the Nambucca,

and the Macleay, are only short distances apart.
595. Mr. Farnell.} You have a general knowledge of the district ? Yes.
596. And can speak from personal experience of its capabilities and resources? Yes.
597. The entrance to the river was very bad I understand before the Government commenced the training- 
wall ? Yes.
598. It offered no facilities for the development of the district ? No ; quite the reverse.
599. What has been the effect of the work already done? Well, last season our maize was taken away 
very satisfactorily. The “ Rosedale ” could get in and out almost whenever she chose. She was detained 
for one or two days, but the delay was caused by bad weather.
600. Do you consider that the work already done will be permanent ? Yes ; I think it is splendid work.
601. Since these walls have been carried out has there been any development in the district in the way of
the establishment of new industries ? Well, the creameries are a development. Very little dairying was

. done here until twelve or eighteen months ago.
602. Do you think the establishment of a dairying industry is the outcome of the facilities offered for. 
ready communication with the market ? Certainly. A mill has been shifted from the Nambucca to the 
Bellinger, because of the improvement of the Bellinger entrance. That mill is capable of turning out
80,000 feet of timber a week. It is one of the best mills on the northern rivers.
603. The works already carried out having proved themselves so valuable, have you any doubt as to the 
effect of the extended scheme ? No ; if you confine the water the scour must deepen the channel.
604. Do you think the district is likely to continue to improve ? Yes.
605. On how many occasions has the steamer been delayed at the entrance ? You mean within the last
two years.
606. Yes ? I think not more than two or three days. Of course, she may have been detained by heavy 
weather. Last year’s crop went away as well as any crop that has ever been’taken from the river. We 
had a splendid service last year, and we hope to have a similar service this year.
607. Have you known of any sailing vessels being detained ? No ; when the steamers can get out the 
sailing vessels can get out, because they draw less water.
608. Do you think that the trade of the district justifies the expenditure which has already been under
taken ? I think so.
609. Do you think the probability of development justifies an additional expenditure of £36,000 ? Yes.
Only the other day I heard of a man going with his family to settle on the Don Dorrigo country. Of

. . course,

18 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. _
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course, if the entrance were blocked up, it would be useless for people to go there at all. The Bellinger E. Keymond. 
is the natural outlet of that country. There is splendid land to be taken up there, and no doubt the ^
improvement of the entrance would induce people to take it up. 27 May, 1898.
610. Do you think that the resources of the district can be more fully developed ? I do. On the Little 
North Arm there are thousands of acres of land to be taken up on which people could make good homes 
for themselves.
611. What is an average holding in this district? About 150 acres, I should say.
612. What portion of these holdings is under cultivation at the present time? As a rule, the alluvial 
land is used for maize-growing. Probably there would be from 30 to 40 acres* of cultivated land on each 
holding.'
613. Then, on the average, only a small part of the holdings has been cultivated? Nearly all the alluvial . 
land has been cultivated.
614. But only a small part of the total holding has been cultivated ? Of course, the balance of the land 
would go under grass.
615. Is the land which is not alluvial suitable for grazing? Yes ; and you might grow fruit on it.
616. Will the improvement of the entrance be an incentive to the farmers to put larger areas under crop, 
and will it induce more people to take up land, and to settle in the district ? I believe so. This the home . 
of the citrus fruit. You can get 7s. or 8s. clear for peel for candying.
617. I suppose they only grow the citron here ? No ; they grow oranges and mandarins as well.
618. What other fruits can they grow here ? They could grow the fruits which grow in warm climates.
Chinese fruits would be specially suited to this climate; but I do not think English fruits would do. •
619. I suppose no one has engaged in fruit-growing here to any extent? No. The cost of carriage is a 
little too high ; but if the entrance is improved we shall probably get lower freights.
620. No one is specially engaged in fruit-growing here ? No ; they do not grow fruit for market here.
621. Does agriculture pay at the present time ? I think so.
622. Agriculture, pure and simple ? Yes. I think a man should live very comfortably upon a holding
here. . •
623. What is the average yield of maize here ? Between 45 and 50 bushels an acre, I think. Eorty-five 
bushels an acre would be a fair average yield taking the district throughout.
624. And what would be a payable price for maize ? If a farmer could get £9 per 100 bushels he would 
do very well. Such a man will also rear pigs and fowls.
625. Has a man a better chance of making a profitable living when he engages in mixed farming than 
when he devotes himself solely to agriculture ? Most of the farmers keep pigs and cows, and grow maize 
as well.
626. You think there is a good future for this as an agricultural district ? Fthink it is one of the best
districts along the coast. ’
627. What area of country do you think would be served by the carrying out of the proposed works ?
The top farm on this river would be 23 or 24 miles west. Then there is the Don Dorrigo country. The 
Government has opened a road right through it. A team came in here from Guy Fawkes-tho other day 
with seventy bags of splendid potatoes. _ “
628. Would the Ofara produce come here ? No; that would go to Coff’s Harbour. Then there is all 
the country on the South Arm, extending half-way to Bowra, a distance of about 10 miles. Finally, 
there is a little North Arm country.
629. Do you think that if better facilities for the removal of produce were afforded all this country would 
use the Bellinger as a port? 1 think the trade must come to the Bellinger. There is a lot of land to be 
taken up along the road from the Little North Arm to Coff’s Harbour.
630. You contend that there are some thousands of acres of Crown land in the district available for 
settlement ? Yes ; there is splendid land available.
631. Have you taken into consideration the cost of clearing this land ? I have a fairly good knowledge of it.
632. What is your opinion of the timber of the district ? There is not better timber in Australia. We 
have tallow-wood, blackbutt, messmate, ironbark, rosewood, and beech. The cedar is almost done now, 
though, of course, a little is still sent away.
633. Do you think it would be possible to cultivate a foreign trade in connection with the timber industry? 
There is a certain foreign trade being done now, and if we could get large boats into the river -we could 
send the timber away direct, instead of having to send it to Sydney to be transhipped.
'634. Do you think that if proper facilities were afforded vessels of a larger draught wmuld come here for 
timber ? They might do so.
635. Have you a local knowledge of Coff’s Harbour? I have never been there.
636. Do you think that if a safe port were made there trade would be induced to go there rather than to
the Bellinger ? 1 do not think so. I do not think the Bollinger people would think of sending their
produce to CofE’s Harbour, even if a railway were constructed.
637. Supposing a railway were constructed, and Coif’s Harbour improved, while nothing was done to the 
Bellinger entrance, do you think the people of the district would use the railway? If the entrance were 
completely locked up they would have to go to Coff’s Harbour; but so long as they could they would use 
the direct water carriage, because that would be cheaper.
'638. You contend that the best way of meeting the convenience of the people of this district is to con
struct harbour works at the Bellinger Biver ? Yes.
639. You do not think there, is any justification for carrying out both projects ? No. A railway could 
carry our whole season’s production of maize in a very few trips, though of course there is no guarantee that 
it would get the freight.
640. If a light line were constructed and Coff’s Harbour improved, would not that develop the Don 
Dorrigo, the Guy Fawkes, and the Orara districts ? If the railway started from Baleigh stuff wmuld have 
to be punted down the river or taken by road to that point, and that would be expensive. '
641. The question for us to consider is w'hat is the best way to develop the district ? I certainly recom
mend the improvement of the river entrance. *
642. Have you any idea of the cost of clearing land in this district ? Do you refer to scrub land, or to 
forest land ? I dare say it would cost £12 an acre.
643. Is that the outside price? That is the minimum price.

644.
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E. Reymond. 044. j)0 y0U think the farmers could afford to spend so much money in clearing their land ? They do 
no^ c^ear their land at once ; they clear it gradually. 

a^’ ' 645. Has the timber all to be burnt off ? Yes.
646. Are the terms upon which land can be selected here satisfactory ? I do not think so.
647. Do you think they should be more liberal ? Yes. The land should be classified. The best land has 
already been taken.
648. Do the farmers grow fodder for their cattle ? Those who have commenced dairying grow oats, tares, 
sorghum, and farmer’s friend.

• 649. Any lucerne ? Yes. *
650. Do you know anything about the mineral resources of the district ? It has no mineral resources, I 
believe.
651. The work already done at the entrance has proved so beneficial that you have no hesitation in recom
mending its extension ? That is so.

Trederick Doepel, drogher-master and ship-builder, and local agent for the North Coast S.S. Co., sworn,
and examined :—•

652. Mr. Hoberts7\ How long have you been residing on the Bellinger ? About twenty years.
653. How long have you been the local agent of the North Coast SB. Co. ? Por four years. I have been 

a7> in the shipping trade on the Bellinger for the last twenty years, and I have had boats of my own running
here from Sydney.
654. Do you do the droghering on the river by contract ? Yes.
655. Is the droghering plant your own private property ? Yes ; my contract is for twelve months at a time.
656. How many droghers do you employ on the river? I have one tug-boat and three punts. You 
cannot use any big droghers here. You have to have the machinery in one vessel, and the cargo in others, 
because of the shallowness of the river.
657. Have you ever been engaged upon any of the other rivers upon the North Coast ? No ; though I was 
sailing on the coast before I came to the Bellinger.
658. Do you mean that you were trading to the Bellinger ? I traded to the Bellinger, to the Nambucca, 
and to the Manning before I came to reside here.
659. Is the Bellinger a more important river than the Nambucca;—is there more droghering to be done 
there ? Yes ; there is more cargo to droghe on the Bellinger than on the Nambucca.
660. How does the Bellinger compare with the Manning ? There is no comparison. The Manning serves 
a far larger district.
661. Por what distance up the North Arm do your droghers go ? About 16 miles.
662. Do you go above Bellingen ? No ; a drogher has never been further than Bellingen.
663. Do your droghers go up the South Arm ? Yes, for about 16 miles.
664. Is the South Arm as navigable as the North Arm ? At the present time there is not much difference 
between them. The upper end of the South Arm is very shallow.
665. How many feet of water do your droghers draw ? The biggest draws 4 feet unloaded ; but we can 
never load it fully at this end of the river. On the average we cannot load it to draw more than 2 feet 
6 inches, or 3 feet at spring tides.
666. What depth of water do you get at Bellingen ? At the present time, at low tide, we only get a foot. 
We have to do most of our work during spring tides. With ordinary tides we can only take small 
cargoes.
667. Is the South Arm as shallow as that ? Yes. At the present time there are only 6 inches of water 
on some of the flats on the South Arm at low tide. The trade there is very small, and we only send a 
punt when the tide is high.
668. What is the rise and fall of the tide ? Sometimes during big spring tides we get 4 feet, but the 
ordinary rise is 2 feet. During neap tides we sometimes get only a foot.
669. Are you familiar with the proposed scheme for improving the entrance to the Bellinger ? Yes; I 
nave been up and down the Heads very frequently during the last twenty years. I am there every week 
nearly.
670. I suppose you remember the commencement of this work ? Yes.
671. When was the work commenced ? Something like four years ago.
672. How long was it before an improvement of the entrance took place ? There was no improvement for 
about two years.
673. A good portion of the southern training-wall has now been completed ? Yes.
674. What depth of water had you before that training-wall was commenced, and what depth have you 
now? Before we could not get more than 5 or 6 feet of water, and very often only 4 feet. I have 
known vessels to be unable to get out for five or six weeks at a time. During the last two years, however, 
the entrance has not been so bad. Anyone who knew it before would hardly credit the improvement 
which the training-wall has made.
675. I believe that where you had 4 or 5 feet of water you now have 9 or 10 feet ? Well, 9 feet is a fair
average. *
676. Does that give plenty of draught for the “Hosedale” in moderate weather ? Nine feet is quite

• enough for the “ Hosedale.”
677. Have you ever known a steamer to be delayed from want of water on the bar since the works were 
commenced ? The steamer has not been delayed during the last two years for want of water on the bar, 
but she has been delayed a couple of times by heavy seas.
678. What gales are most hostile to a vessel wanting to get out of the Bellinger ? South-easterly gales. 
The south-westerly wind raises the biggest sea on the bar.
679. During such weather the Bellinger entrance is affected only in common with the other harbours on 
the coast ? Yes. As a rule, when the Bellinger bar is not navigable there is a heavy sea upon all the 
other bars along the coast. Sometimes there is a heavy sea south of Smoky Cape when Uere it is quite 
smooth.
680. Delays through bad weather would take place if you had 30 feet of water on the bar ? Yes. If, 
however, the bar is shallow you cannot get out when there is any sea on at all.

E. Doepel.

681.
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681. TThat are the terms of your agreement with the North Coast Company;—are you paid for every bag S'- Doepel. 
of maize that you bring here ? Not under the present contract. I put in my tenders to the North
Coast Company by the bag and by the ton. • 2" May, 1898.
682. Do they call for tenders ? No ; but I have to put in tenders for piece-work and for a lump sum for 
the year, to be paid monthly.
683. Are public tenders invited by the Company ? No; they only ask me to give a price.
684. Is it an annual contract ? Yes.
685. You have held this contract for the last four years ? Yes. •
686. Do you carry only maize on your droghers, or do you carry everything ? Any produce which the 
farmers may feel inclined to ship—maize, timber, poultry, anything.
687. I understand that most of the timber is sent away by sailing vessels ? Most of the hardwood goes 
by sailing vessels, but if a farmer wanted to send any timber by steamer I would have to take it down the 
river.
688. Do you bring down large quantities of cedar? Not during the last two years, because the price has
been so low that it does not pay to fetch it in, though there is still a good deal of cedar here. If thev 
could get a good price a fair quantity of cedar would come in. '
689. Does the steamer carry at the same rate as the sailing vessels ? Yes.
690. What is the rate ? 4s. per 100 feet, droghering included. Two years ago it was difficult to
get cedar away, and I tried to ship some of it by a sailing vessel; but they could not take it at a lower rate 
than the rate the steamer was charging.
691. Does the cedar come from the Don Dorrigo district ? Yes, most of it at the present time.
692. I understand you to say that the demand for it was not large ? At present prices it does not pay tofetch it in. i x- ^
693. How many miles have they to draw it ? Twenty miles, some of it.
694. Is it sawn timber ? Mostly sawn timber goes away now.
695. Is the timber sawn at the Don Dorrigo ? Yes.
696. How many mills are there there ? The timber I speak of is hand-sawn. This saves the drawing of 
waste pieces.
697. What timber do you bring by the drogher ? Some beech logs sometimes. A few weeks ago I 
brought down some rosewood logs.
698. How far did that timber come ? A distance of 2 or 3 miles.
699. It is obtained close to the river ? Yes ; they have not far to bring it.
700. Does not the “ Eureka ” sometimes come un the river instead of the “ Eosedale ” ? She has been up here once.
701. Only once ? Yes.
/02. Sheis able to come as far as Eernmount? She got up as far as Eernmount with difficulty ; but I do 
not think she will come up again in the present state of the river. There is only just water enough to 
enable her to get up, and Back Creek is so narrow as to be unsafe for her. She went up and down, but 
she would not take cargo. '

*^4 s^e come up ; had she a large cargo on board? No ; she came in, and I had not had 
sufficient notice to get my droghers down to the Heads in time, so I sent one of mv men down to pilot 
her up to Eernmount to take part of the load there. She came up, but the captain was not satisfied with 
the river, and he was glad to get back again empty.

difficulty be removed by dredging the river ? Yes ; if the main channel were dredged. 
.Back Creek is too narrow for ocean-goino- boats.
705. Did the Eureka go up Back Creek ? Yes; that is the only channel. We have not used the
lower part of the main river for the last twelve years. We alwavs get sufficient water in Back Creek for 
the droghers. "
706. H a farmer brings his maize down to the Glovernment wharf at the Heads, has he to pay the same 
rate to Sydney as if his produce is taken from the river bank and brought down by drogher ? Yes.
/07. You are paid a lump sum for doing the droghing work whether you carry one ba<x or 50,000 bags in 
the year ? Yes. .
/08. Do you make periodical visits to different parts of the river, or have the farmers to communicate 
with you when they have a load waiting? They have to communicate with me.
709. To ask you to call for their produce ? Yes; when I go- up and down they let me know whether 
they have anything to ship.
710. Erom what part of the river do you get the largest quantity of produce? I get the bulk of the 
trade at Bellingen.
711. At Bellingen you get all the produce from the district west of that town ? Yes ; last year we sent 
close upon 50,000 bags of maize from the river, and of that number 28,000 bags were sent from the 
Bellingen wharf.
/12. Was last year an exceptional year ? It was a fair sample of a good vear. I think the output this 
year will be a little better. I expect to have 2,000 or 3,000 more bags this''year.

accounk ^or the increase ? By the better season, and because of the improvement of 
the bar. The crops, too, seem earlier this year, and the farmers are shipping more freely than thev did 
icisti year. *

TJ ^0t alvvays ready to ship their produce if they have it ? They are guided by -the market. 
It the market is low they are not in a hurry to ship, unless they are compelled to do so. They keep the 
stuff back it they expect the price to rise.
715. Is there any period of the year when the maize is more in demand than it is at some other time? 
As a rule the market is overstocked in June and July. People who live on rented farms have to send 
their produce to market early, and that brings the price down.
716. As a rule, when is the maize ready for market ? In April.
717. The price a man gets for his maize depends upon his ability to hold back his produce P Yes to
some extent. 1 ’
Yes ^aS *tnProvemei1*' ^le Entrance given an impetus to the development of maize-growing here ?

719-. Have you heard of any more families coming to settle in the district ? Yes • there are families 
coming here nearly every month, and settlement is going on in the Don Dorrigo country. 720.
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F. Doepel. 720. Has all the land on the bants of the river been taken up? Yes; all the good land..
A—~\ 721. If a new-comer wants land, he must go to the Don Dorrigo country ? He can get it nearer than the 

27 May, 1898. j)on Dorrigo if he goes back on the North Arm or the South Arm. _
722. Is there any unalienated land there suitable for the growing of maize ? There are pieces suitable 
for maize, but not large areas. It Would pay people to take it up for dairying and for poultry-farming.
723. Can you tell us what the annual export of maize, poultry, eggs, and cedar amounts, to? I could
not give you any figures, but I know that during the last two years there has been a large increase in the 
export of poultry and sundries.- . .
724. There has been an increase in the export of poultry ? The increase in the export of maize is not so
great as the increase in the export of other things such as cream, poultry, butter, eggs, fruit, pigs, hides, 
and tallow. .
725. Where is the fruit grown ? Some of the selectors grow fruit. No one goes in for fruit altogether, 
but a good many farmers have a few fruit trees of their own.
720. What sort of fruit? Oranges and citrons.
727. Any bananas ? No bananas are shipped from here, but tomatoes are sent from here.
728. Is much honey exported from the Bellinger? A. good few cases of honey are sent away perhaps 
fifty cases altogether.
729. Are there any bee farms here? Yes.
730. Do you take passengers down on the droghers ? Yes ; if any passengers want to come down, they 
are welcome.
731. Do passengers ever go that way ? Yes ; it is very seldom that they go by the coach. .
732. Do they pay extra? No; it is not mentioned in my contract. I often take passengers without
charge. ■
733. When people are travelling to Sydney, do they take the “ Hosedale,” or do they prefer to go by way 
of Coff’s Harbour ? Passengers often go to Coff’s Harbour, not because they prefer that route, but 
because there is sometimes a steamer leaving there when there is no steamer leaving the Bellinger.
734. They do not abstain from using the “Hosedale,” because of their fear of the danger of crossing the
bar ? No. . '
735. It is fair to assume that the people of the district travel by the “ Eosedale,” except under exceptional
circumstances? Yes. _
736. Do they ever go to the Nambucca or to the Macleay? Occasionally, perhaps, if they have very 
important business to transact. They then try to catch the first steamer wherever it goes from.
737. I suppose you have had many conversations with the people of the district about the difficulty of 
entering the river;—have vou heard much about the agitation for a railway connection with Coff s 
Harbour ? Not very much lately. About four years ago, when work was commenced at the Heads, there 
was an agitation for a railway to Coff’s Harbour.
738. That was before the training-wall was constructed? Yes.
739. Since then have the people appeared more content ? As a general rule I have found them more 
content. I have heard nothing about the Coff’s Harbour railway during the last two years.
740. What is your idea as to the advisability of connecting Coff’s Harbour with the Bellinger by rail; 
do you think it a feasible scheme ? Ido not approve of it at all. I know that produce could not be sent 
that way to Sydney for the same amount of money as it costs to take it direct. The bulk of the produce 
would, in the first instance, have to be droghered or drawn a long distance to get it to the railway. .
741. Would it not be most inconvenient to farmers to bring produce to the railway ? Yes ; just as incon
venient as to get it to the Heads. Besides, if a railway were made, it w-ould have very little to do, because 
it would suit most people better to send direct from the Bellinger. The timber trade, which is half the 
whole trade of the river, would not go by rail at all. The cheapest way of improving our conditions is to 
make a better entrance. .
742. What would it cost a farmer to send his produce from somewhere on the South Arm to a railway- 
station at, say, Ealeigh ? He could not send it there for less than 3d. a bag.
743. At the present time he would pay nothing to get it taken to the steamer ? Well, of course, the 
droghering is included in the steamer rates.
744. Would 3d. a bag be a fair charge from any part of the river to Ealeigh? Yes. _
745. Do you think it would pay you to carry it on the droghers for less than 3d. a bag ? No ; I do not 
think so. I estimate the expense of droghering at the present time at 3d. a bag.
746. Once you get the produce on board the drogher, it does not matter much whether you have to take 
it half a mile or 5 miles ? No.
747. How is poultry sent to Sydney—in coops ? In coops ; but the charge is so much a pair.
748. What is the rate ? Sixpence a pair.
749. Is poultry sent away in small lots ? From ten to fifteen pairs are put into a coop.
750. How are the eggs carried ? One shilling and sixpence is charged for an ordinary case.
751. How many dozen eggs to a case? Thirty-six dozen.
752. What is the charge per coop ? One shilling and sixpence a ease for a single case, or Is. a case
where more than three cases are sent. _
753. How many cases of fruit are sent to Svdney in the year ? I do not know. It is only during the 
last two years that we have shipped any fruit. More fruit is going this year than ever went before.
754. How much has gone ? I suppose about 200 cases up to the present time. _
755. Are there any orchards in the district? No ; because up to the present there has been no opening 
for the fruit industry here.

• 756. I suppose a farmer devotes part of his land to maize-growing, part to fruit-growing, and part to
poultry-raising ? Yes ; most of the farmers have land that suits all sorts of produce. It did not pay 
to go in for fruit-growing when they had no regular communication with Sydney.
757. Is fruit-growing a paying industry on the Bellinger ? I could not say. "
758. Have you ever heard whether the returns are regarded as satisfactory to the grower? The people 
who ship the fruit away buy it from the growers.
759. The growers sell it on the tree? Yes.
760. Have you heard of any farmer enlarging his orchard ? No ; but the people who send away the
fruit reckon that they can make it pay, and that the industry would pay if the people went into it 
extensively. ■ 761.
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761. What amount of cultivation has taken place in the Don Dorrigo country ? I could not say ; I have F- Doepe .
not been up there. Not much of their produce comes down here, except potatoes for local consumption, iggg
762. Have they not sent any to Sydney f No. ^ :
763. Would it not pay them to do so? I could not say. The rates are very heavy from Don Dorrigo.
It might pay when potatoes are very dear in the Sydney market. '
761. What is the rate of carriage from Don Dorrigo down to the Bellinger ? I suppose it is £1 a ton.
765. And what would be the freight to Sydney from the Bellinger? £1 a ton.
766. That would make £2 a ton altogether? Yes.
767. Would that charge prevent the Don Dorrigo people from competing with the people of other
districts ?, I think so. .
768. Do they not grow very superior potatoes in the Don Dorrigo country? The quality of the potatoes 
is first-class.-
769. Is there any charge for droghering merchandise brought up from Sydney ? That service is paid for 
in the steamer charge. The company pay me for delivering these goods.
770. Do you deliver goods at the farmers’ own wharfs ? On the river banks if they like.
771. You study the convenience of the residents in every way ? Yes. Wherever they ship their 
produce, there their return goods are landed.
772. Are there any farmers in Back Creek ? No.
773. There are firms all the ivay up the main arm ? Yes, from above Back Creek.
774. Does not Back Creek require a great deal of dredging? It did when they started there, but having 
been properly dredged it has kept open.
775. If Back Creek were closed would there be a better scour? I do not think it would make much 
difference to the scour. If the main river were dredged it would keep open, and the water would more 
easily find its way down to the entrance.
776. But would not the closing of Back Creek improve the scour ? It would improve the scour of the 
North Arm a little.
777. Is there constant work for a dredge on the Bellinger ? Yes.
778. Where is it working now? At the heads, making a temporary bank.
779. Is there any tendency for silt to deposit where two arms join? I do not think there will be when
the training-walls are made. I think there will then be sufficient scour to keep the channel open. At 
the present time the dredge is making a sand wall to prevent the water of the main arm from joining the 
water of the south arm before it gets to the bar. - -
780. Do you regard the work that has been done at the entrance as highly satisfactory ? Yes.
781. Do you think any further work is necessary? I think the southern wall should be taken out 
further; it has not gone far enough out yet.
782. Do you think that Mr. Darley’s proposed extension of the works is all that would be necessary for 
some time to come to enable the trade of the Bellinger to be carried on satisfactorily ? Yes. I have 
been in favour of the work from the first.
783. There is no headland at the entrance to the Bellinger ? No ; it is something like the entrance to 
the Manning. Before these works were commenced you could hardly tell where the entrance was.
784. Used not the bar to be constantly shifting? Yes; it was always shifting. It used to work along 
the north beach for a time, and then break out to the southward again.
785. Has a pilot been stationed at the Bellinger Heads for the last twenty years ? There has been one
since I have been here. '
786. Would the pilot have to signal to the master of the vessel to tell him what course to take ? The 
pilot always places leading-marks, to show the line of the channel, and the masters of the vessels go 
by them.
787. At the present time the bar is stationary ? It shifts a little, but not very much. It cannot get 
away from the end of the training-wall. Before, there was nothing to confine it.
788. How often have you known it to shift since the training-walls were made ? There might be a slight 
alteration two or three times in the year.
789. Has the alteration been worth speaking about ? No ; not for the last two years.
790. And there have been 9 feet of water on the bar? AYell, they have had as little as 7 feet, but 
generally there is plenty of water. After a heavy sea the bar shoals up a little, but a few tides scour 
it again.
791. What was the result of the serious gale which we had recently ? It made no change.
792. Did you feel the gale up here ? Yes.
793. But there were no disastrous effects? If there was any effect at all it was to improve the bar a
little. We had very big tides then, and that made a scour. .
794. Has the “ Rosedale” ever been unable to get out during the last two years for want of sufficient 
water on the bar? No. Sometimes she does not take a full cargo, so that she may go out, but that is 
not often. She can load to 6 feet 6 inches, but then they have to trim her when they get outside.
795. Does she make regular trips here ? Yes ; every seven or eight days.
796. Is she able to carry away all the produce of the Bellinger by calling once in eight days ? Yes.
797. In your opinion, do the people of the district suffer any great inconvenience by having a steamer 
coming only once a week ? No ; but, of course, she loses a trip now and again through stress of weather, 
and then complaints are made.
798. What other places does the “ Rosedale” go to ? To Port Macquarie.
799. Does the “ Euroka” do the Nambucca trade ? Yes.
800. To what other ports does she ply ? To the Macleay. Sometimes she discharges at Port Macquarie, 
and sometimes at Trial Bay, into the larger steamers. She very seldom goes to Sydney direct.
801. Do you insure your droghering plant ? Not unless I have to go over the bar. I have taken my big 
drogher over the bar once or twice to load a steamer outside.
802. When did you last load a vessel outside ? About two years ago.
803. Before the improvement of the entrance took place ? Yes.
804. Do you know if the insurance upon sailing-vessels, steamers, and merchandise has been lower since 
the construction of the training-wall ? I have not heard.
805. Before the improvements were made was not a visit to the Bellinger attended with more danger than 
has to be faced at the present time ? Yes. The insurance companies hardly cared to take the risk of the
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F. Doepel. Bellinger bar. If they took it they charged a very high rate. The Bellinger bar was looked upon as the 
^ ■—v most dangerous on the coast. I do not think that that is so now, however. At any rate, it ought not 

27 Slay, 1898. j-0 ]je
806. Do the Don Dorrigo people get their supplies by way of the Bellinger ? Tes ; most of them.
807. Is that traffic increasing ? Yes; every month new settlers are going there.
808. Do the Guy Pawkes people get all their supplies by way of the Bellinger ? They get part of them 
by way of Grafton, but most of them come this way.
809. Does any fruit come from there? No.
810. All the fruit that is shipped is grown close to the river? Yes. _
811. Would that be on the ridges ? Mostly round about the homesteads, which are generally situated on
the higher ground. T . .
812. Have you seen any signs of the development of the dairying industry here? Yes; but it is only 
within the last two years that there has been any dairying here at all.
813. Is the “ Rosedale ” fitted with refrigerating chambers ? No ; but she has a cool room.
814. Is it sufficiently cool to enable her to carry cream to Sydney in good condition ? Yes; she has a
cool room fitted up with ice boxes. .
815. How do you account for cream being sent all the way to Coff’s Harbour for shipment? It is some
times sent there to catch a steamer when the “ Rosedale ” does not come here regularly.
816. Is any butter made in the district ? Very little. Only cream is sent away.
817. Is there a steam-tug always in attendance at the bar ? Yes. _
818. Principally for towing sailing vessels in? Yes; and sometimes she gives assistance to a steamer.
819. What does she draw ? Six feet of water. _ ,
820. Do you think it is necessary to construct the breakwater at the present time, or will the training- 
walls do ? I think the training-walls will do for the present. I do not think the district is large enough 
to justify an expenditure upon breakwaters. '
821. You are impressed with the utility of the work so far as it has gone? Yes ; and I should be very
sorry to see it stopped. .
822. Is the work going on at the present time ? Yes ; and it is showing good results.
823. How far do they bring the stone for the training-walls ? About 8 miles.
824. What is your opinion as to the suitability of that stone ? I think that stone suits the purpose as
wrell as any stone that you could get. The water seems to have no effect upon it. Oyster-shells and 
weeds are growing upon it, and are binding it together. _ t
825. Have you ever been to the Clarence—have you seen the work that has been carried on there ? No.
826. You have no knowledge of the stone which is being used there? No.
827. Do you know the stone that is being used at Trial Bay ? Yes.

. 828. That is a much harder stone? Yes, it is stone of a different quality; but the sea breaks very
heavily there. _
829. You do not think that the stone used for the training-walls would be suitable for breakwaters ? No.
830. Is the quarrv close to the river ? Yes, the stone is brought down on punts. ^ ^ .
831. Chairman.^ Can you give us any idea of the value of the exports from this river ? Not conveniently.
832. You say that in a good year the export of maize amounts to 50,000 bags ;—we have been told that
maize sometimes brings as much as 2s. Od. a bushel in the Sydney market; that would make the value of 
the maize crop £25,000 ;—do you think the other exports—timber, butter, hides, pigs, fowls, and sun
dries—would be equal fo another £25,000 a year ? Yes. I reckon that the maize crop is equal in value 
to about half the product of the district. _ ^
833. That would make the exports of the district £50,000 a year in value? Yes. _ _
834. Have vou any idea of the value of the imports ? No ; but I can give you an estimate of their
quantity. .
835. Can you tell us how many tons of goods are imported yearly ? About 120 tons a month.
836. 1,440 tons a year ? Yes.
837. That would be about 30 tons for every trip of the steamer ? Yes. _
838. About what cargo of maize would the “Rosedale ” carry each trip ? 1,700 bags is a full cargo.
839. How much wmuld she draw with a cargo like that ? Eight feet.
840. Would not that be too much for the bar ? She can load to within 6 inches of the depth of water on
the bar. Of course she would not get out without touching.
841. The “ Rosedale ” is a flat bottomed boat ? Yes. She is always .dragging on the sand in and out.
842. She is said to draw’ 6 ft. 6 in. when carrying 1,500 bags, or about 150 tons;—is that about an
average load for her ? That is about an average load. _

. 843. That being her average load, it must take thirty-two trips to move tho maize crop ;—does the maize
season extend over so long a period? She is taking away maize for about eight months. At the 
beginning and at the end of the season there is not very much to take aw7ay.
844. Do the farmers obtain two crops a year ? No ; only one.
845. Does the com keep for eight months ? Well, the last of it is not of much value.
846. Does the maize growm in this district deteriorate if kept under hatches for several days ? Not to
my knowledge, unless it is shipped green ; then it sweats. _
847. It has been represented to us that farmers are often at a loss by reason of the deterioration of the
corn under hatches when a steamer is bar-bound ;—is that so ? I have never known it to occur, and I 
have had plenty of experience. _
848. Can the bar be in a very bad state when the trade of the river has been carried on so satisfactorily 
of late ? I should not say that it is in a bad state.
849. You wish to convey the idea that the traffic could be carried on more easily, more safely, and more 
regularly if the proposed works ivere completed ? Yes ; and at less expense, and with more satisfaction 
to the residents. If the bar is improved the residents will have the advantage of cheaper freights, whereas 
only a certain class of steamer can come here now. If the bar were better there might be competition, 
and that would mean lower freights, and a more regular service.
850. You saw these works commenced;—did you notice that as the wall went out the depth of the water 
on the bar gradually increased ? Yes.
851. Have you noticed that the trade of the district has increased as the bar has improved? Yes.

852.
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852. Has the one thing been consequent upon the other ? I put down the increase of the trade to the F. Doepel.
improvement of the bar. ^n
853. Has there been any other cause for it—a scarcity of production elsewhere, and consequently a better 1898.
demand for produce ? No ; I no not think so. ’ '
854. We have been told by the captain of the “ Hosedale ” that the improvement of the trade during the 
last four years has been wonderful;—can you confirm that statement ? ’ I should not like to say the last 
four years, but during the last two years I have seen a greater improvement in the trade and the district 
than I saw in the previous twenty years.
855. And this year is keeping up to the standard of last year ? This year is better than last year. I can 
see the trade increasing every month. I have to handle everything that goes out or comes into the river, 
and, therefore, I notice it.
856. You are impressed with the idea that as the entrance to the river improves so the trade of the 
district increases ? Yes.
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James Edward Tyler, farmer and grazier, Guy Pawkes, sworn, and examined :—
857. Chairman.'] How far up is your place from Bellingen ? Porty-eight miles. J.E. Tyler.
858. How long have you been residing there ? Only eighteen months, though I have had property there -i7na
for a considerable time. ^
859. 3fr. Clarke.] Have you resided long in the district ? Por nearly ten years.
860. What was the condition of the river some years ago ? It was very bad.
861. Do you think that the work which has been done at the entrance has improved it? I certainly 
think so.
862. Do you think that the continuation of these works will be beneficial ? Yes.
863. What produce do you grow at the present time? Potatoes chiefly.
864. You are close to the Don Dorrigo country ? I am beyond Don Dorrigo.
865. How do you get to market ? We come by road to Bellingen.
866. Have you any other market ? We can go to Armidale and to Grafton.
867. But you generally come here, this being the shortest distance ? Yes.
868. Is it your best market ? Well, it is only a limited market. 1
869. If you had better communication by a good road or a railway, I suppose you ivould scud away much
more produce? Yes; if we had facilities for getting to the coast, or even to Bellingen, wo should send
produce to Sydney.
870. What would be the best means of communication for you ? A railway.
871. Where? To either Grafton or CofE’s Harbour.
872. _ AVould that be better than to come to Bellingen? It would not be better than a railway to
Bellingen, because Bellingen is the nearest place to us. . ■ "
873. I suppose you would like to see a railway made from Guyra through to Don Dorrigo to either
Bellingen, South Grafton, or CofE’s Harbour ? Yes. ‘
874. What would be the best place to tap the coast ? Either CofE’s Harbour or South Grafton. I 
presume that you would get a better grade going to those places.
875. Are the potatoes you grow of good quality? They are second to none.
876. How much do you get to the acre ? A fair average is about 8 tons. A good crop goes from 10 to
12 and even to as much as 18 tons. .
877. In ordinary years, when potatoes are low in price, I suppose it would be impossible for you to send 
your potatoes to Sydney ? It would not pay us to send them there.
878. What have you to pay for land carriage ? £2 per ton to get to the Bellinger.
8/9. Is the land on the Don Dorrigo easily cleared? No; but tho country that I am living in is quite 
different.
880. Is the country where you are living equal in quality to the Don Dorrigo country, or is it better ?
We consider it better, although the Don Dorrigo country is considered good.
881. Is your country as heavily timbered ? Our country is lightly timbered.
882. What description of soil have you ? Bed volcanic soil. ‘
883. Are there many farmers and selectors where you are? A good many, but the holdings are fairly 
large. A great deal of land has been locked up by the Government. I understand that it is locked up 
because of the possibility of a railway coming through it.
884. Is the land there held under annual lease ? Most of the land that is locked up from settlement is 
held under occupation license.
885. I suppose it can be resumed at any time the Government think proper ? Exactly.
886. Do you grow anything besides potatoes ? Not to send away—only for our own consumption.
887. Can you grow corn profitably there ? It is not a profitable crop; it pays better to grow wheat crops.
Straw crops grow very well. _ 1
888. You can grow oats and barley ? Last year I had oats 7 feet high.
889. And wheat? The climate is too wet for wheat.
890. Is there too much frost for maize ? The frosts are bad, but I have a good crop of maize this year.
They can grow maize very well in the Don Dorrigo country. ■ ■
891. You would not particularly care where the railway went, so long as it connected your land uith some 
place on the coast ? No.
892. Do you think you could compete in the Sydney market, or in any other market, with districts like the 
Clarence ? With railway communication we could supply New South Wales with potatoes.
893. At the present time you have a fair road ? It is not a good road, but it is our only outlet.
894. Have you ever been at Coff’s Harbour ? Many times.
895. What dp you think of that place as a port ? I am scarcely able to give an opinion on that point. I
have seen it in fine weather. ' 1
896. Have you seen Woolgoolga ? Yes. I should say that Coff’s Harbour is the better port of the two
897. Even in its present state ? Yes.
898. If it were improved by a breakwater it would be even more valuable than it is now? I should 
say so.
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Robert Taylor Thorburn, Nowra, sworn, and examined:—
899. Chairman.'] I understand that you are at present travelling through the North Coast districts ? I 
went to Armidale on a visit, and having heard so much about the Don Dorrigo and Gruy lawkes country, 

„ 1HU. I thought I would come down through it and see it. ^
l7 ay’ ‘ 900. Mr. Farnell.] You have resided nearly all your life on the South Coast? Yes. ■

901. So that you are able to make a comparison between this country and that ? Yes.
902. The country through which you have recently come is looked upon as very good country ? I 
consider the Don Dorrigo country as good as auy I have seen—that is, for brush country.
903. What is your opinion of it in comparison with the South .Coast land ? I think it is equal to the best 
land we have on the South Coast, and would compare with the Kiama district. It has a similar volcanic
soil. .
901. Do you know the area available there ? I do not think there is any laud available for selectors. 
When it was known that I was going down there I was asked to make inquiries about the country by 
people who were inclined to take up selections, but I could not find that there was any land open to 
selection. There was land open to selection some live years ago, but it has been locked up again.
905. It has simply been reserved from selection by the Crown ? Yes. •
90(3. It still belongs to the Glovernment ? Yes. .
907. You are aware that it costs a good deal to clear that land ? Yes. _
908. Do you think that under liberal conditions it would pay anyone to clear that land and to use it for 
agriculture combined with dairying ? Most certainly.
909. Are you satisfied that it presents a large field for the carrying on of such industries ? The Don
Dorrigo scrub commences about 20 miles back from here, and then for 10 miles you have good land—all 
lit to take up under conditional purchase. . .. .
910. If you were offered facilities to-morrow would you take it up under present conditions ? I
would not take it up under homestead lease conditions, but if it were thrown open for selection I would 
bo prepared to take it up, supposing a number of other people were taking up land there, so as to form a 
settlement. .
911. Would you consider it rather a hardship if people were induced |to settle in that part of the country
before it was given the convenience which is hoped for from the construction of the proposed harbour 
works ? Those works are necessary. ...
912. You think the G-overnment wmuld be justified in spending £3(5,000 in improving the entrance to
the Bellinger? I think it is a most desirable and splendid thing to do, especially if they throw the back 
country open. .
913. You do not think it absolutely necessary that railway communication should be given to that 
district? No; but it is desirable, perhaps, if the construction of a railway would be justifiable.
914. Still as long as they have access to a waterway by good roads that is sufficient? At the present
time a good waterway is all that is necessary. _ _
915. It naturally follows that if facilities are afforded a regular steamer service would be established ? 
Yes ; we have two companies sending steamers twice a week to the Shoalhaven, and I do not see why this 
district should not have two steamers a week. A bi-weekly service is necessary to ensure the success of 
the dairying industry.

■ 91G. Could the natural grasses be depended upon for dairying here ? You never get natural grasses
where there is brush country. It is only in the forest and open country that you get natural grasses. ^
917. You have no doubt as to the suitability of the soil for the production of all sorts of fodder < No ;
the Don Dorrigo country is most suitable for dairying and the production of root crops. I do not think 
there is anywhere more suitable soil for root crops. Turnips grow there to an immense size. The red 
soil is splendid for grazing, and the climate is remarkably good. The Don Dorrigo country is at an. 
elevation of 3,000 feet above the sea. That gives a mild summer climate and a by no means severe 
winter climate. You do not get snow there, whereas at Guy Fawkes, some 20 miles further on and 1,000 
feet higher up, the winters are severe and you get snow, i am very much surprised to find .that this 
country has been lying idle so long. _ .
918. Did you take any particular notice of the timber resources of the district? The whole of the district 
is splendidly timbered with all kinds of useful trees. Of course, the cedar is all gone, but there are

. several kinds of soft wood. In the Don Dorrigo district there are immense forests of pine. The road 
up the mountain has been well made, but beyond that it is not good. The timber has been cleared away, 
but no macadamising has been done, so that in wet weather it is in a very bad state.
919. Mr. Clarke.] Would a good road be of as much advantage to the people as a railway ? A railway, 
would give them more facilities for settlement. If more settlement took place, and the Government 
improved the roads, the return freight that the teams could obtain would reduce rates. £2 a ton is an 
extreme price to pay for the distance carried, but now there is very little return freight.
920. Would it be a good district for pigs ? I think so.
921. Pig-keeping is very profitable on the South Coast. Yes ; I pointed that out to several of the people 
I met on the way. Pigs will carry themselves to market. If you can only get that country thrown open 
the improvement of the Bellinger entrance will be most justifiable.
922. Chairman^ You are favourably impressed by your visit to that district? Most favourably.
923. Are you of opinion that it is a district in which a large population can be expected to settle?
Certainly. ■ _
924. Therefore, if permanent works are constructed now to improve the entrance to the Bellinger they 
would be of great benefit to the public in the future ? Yes.

Frederick Thomas Matthews, storekeeper, Bellingen, sworn, and examined:—
F. T. 925. Chairman!] You have heard the evidence given in regard to the possibility of connecting the Bellinger

Matthews, with Coft’s Harbour by railway, and the likelihood of produce being taken that way for shipment; will
you give us your views on the subject? I am opposed to the construction of such a railway, for the 

27 May, 1898. f0p0Wing reasons :—A jetty has been built at Coff’s Harbour, but I understand that the ordinary life of 
any jetty is not more than about twenty years ; and one cannot be sure that an easterly gale will not 
wash that jetty away some day. To make Coif’s Harbour a safe port a large expenditure would bo 
required, and it would take a considerable time to make a breakwater. Then the railway you speak of

. would
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would cost a great deal. I think very much more could be done by the expenditure of a much smaller F. T. 
sum at the entrance of the Bellinger. In my opinion the proposed works will give a port sufficiently Matthews, 
good for the district. I am certain that it will ahvays cost less to send produce direct from the Bellinger o-Tr^iaoo 
by sea than to send it from here by rail to'Coff’s Harbour, and from there to Sydney. Under these 1 a^’ ‘
circumstances I do not think that the Government would be justified in constructing a railway.
926. If the railway were constructed could produce be sent by it more cheaply than from the riverdirect ? No. r ^
927. A railway, it is estimated, would cost £100,000, and 3 per cent, interest upon that would be £3,000.
At the present time the freight on maize from Coff s Harbour to Sydney is Is. a bag, and from the 
Belhnger to Sydney Is. 6d. a bag. If the railway is constructed it must at least earn interest. Bor it to 
ea™ ji, ^£0 a Jear it would be necessary to charge Is. a bag for the carriage of maize from the Bellinger

y? , 3 Harbour ? Yes ; and in addition there would be the cost of bringing produce to the station at 
Ealeigh, say, and the wharfage at CofE’s Harbour.
928. Therefore, is it likely that people wmuld use the railway ? lam sure that they would not. Some 
three years ago, wdien the bar ivas very bad, because the wall was turning the natural course of the river, 
the rate to Coff s Harbour from Sydney was the same as to Bellinger from Sydney—that is. 20s. a ton, 
and 2s. a ton wharfage. I had some goods sent to Coff’s Harbour, and it cost me 10s. a ton to have them 
brought here ; and if the weather had been bad I could not have had them carted at all.
929. If the entrance to the Bellinger is improved the steamer rates may be reduced ? I am satisfied that 
u the entrance to the river is improved there will be a large increase in the production of the district 
and m its imports, and this will make it necessary for the steamer company to reduce it rates. I think 
that ultimately the rates in this district will be reduced by 25 or 30 per cent.
930. Can you give us any idea of the value of the imports of the district ? I have no reason to alter the
ngures I gave m Sydney. I still think that they must be worth between £35,000 and £40,000. I have 
noi ®Sures J- gave in Sydney, in regard to the export of maize, were under the mark.
r r • i at6 aVy °^ier Point you w-ould like to bring before us ? It has been stated that the trade of 

“ttlelNorth Arm w-ould go to Coff’s Harbour ; but I am certain that it w-ould not. We are as near 
to Con: s Harbour as is the centre of settlement on the Little North Arm, and w-e should not think of 
taking goods to Con s Harbour. Of course, the Coff’s Harbour steamer runs regularly once a week, so 
that possibly at times some people may send dairy produce there.
932. If the entrance to the Bellinger were improved would any dairy produce go to Coff’s Harbour ? I 
do not think so. Of course, cream has gone to Coff’s Harbour from Ealeigh and Eernmount, because if 
a man can get his cream away twice a week in the summer-time it pays him to take a little trouble to do 
so. It would not pay anyone, however, to go to Coff’s Harbour if there was a steamer leaving the Bellinger.
933. Do you think it likely that butter-making will be carried on here in the future ? Yes ; I intend to 
erect a factory myself, with refrigerating plant. .
934. The climate of the Tweed is warmer than that of the Bellinger ? Yes.

^ :*s possible to export butter from the Tweed, it will be possible to export butter from the Bellinger ?X xeei sur© or it.
936. You do not consider your country inferior to the Tweed country for grazing purposes ? No; I have •
seen a good part of New South Wales, and I do not think there is any of it superior to the Bellinger for 
grazing purposes. . Of course, our farmers have had no experience in dairying. I own a considerable part 
of llaleigh, and it is my intention in letting that land to tenants this year to make it a condition that they 
farm USG ^ *°r ^airy’n"’ an^ not ^or maize-growing. I am turning some 300 or 400 acres into a dairy
937. What has been possible in other North Coast districts is possible here? Yes; and we are more 
favourably situated here, because we are closer to Sydney. They are only twenty-four or twenty.six hours
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, SATURDAY, 28 MAY, 1898.
[The Sectional Committee met at “Blade's JIotdT I’ernmount, at 10 a.m.]

. Jprtscttt:—
CHAELES ALFEED LEE, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G. | Henry Clarke, Esq.
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Bellinger Eiver.

William Eichard fcpillett, farmer, South Arm, Bellinger Eiver, sworn, and examined :—
non ^airman.'] How long have you been residing here ? About thirty years ; I selected in 1868. W.E.Spillett. 
931L Will you make a statement to the Committee ? My idea is that the southern training-wall should x

e<*’ ^as rt°" reached a critical point, and in my opinion we are liable to be stuck at any moment. 28 May, 1898. 
940. How much further do you think it should be taken out ? I fear that a heavy sea and a fresh in the 
river might block us as we were blocked eighteen months ago, and the channel might then go across the 
end of the traming-wall.
941; Has not the effect of the construction of the southern training-wall been to throw the bar some dis
tance to the north ? Yes, since we have had a fresh ; but the question is will it keep there.
942 Prior to the construction of the training-wall, what was the state of affairs ? Sometimes we had a 
good, bar, and sometimes a bad bar; but since the channel has been open we have had a good bar.
943. Do you not think that the southern training-wall has had a good deal to do with that ? Yes. Once 
the channel was opened it kept open.

^ -F F® *ra™ng'wall not been made, would not the bar have shifted ? Yes ; the probability is 
that it might have moved a mile from its present position. *
945. There has been a good depth of water all along the training-wall ? Yes. 946.
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W.R.Spillett. 940. Nearly 15 feet ? Tes. I believe there is a:ood water right along the wall.
~' 947. Ton believe that the southern training-wall should be extended ? If that wall were taken a little 

28 May, 1898. out; j believe that the South Arm water would keep the channel clear until the other wall was
finished.
948. If the proposed works were carried out, do you think the southern training-wall would need to be 
extended ? I believe that we should have a good bar if the proposed works were carried out. I was under 
the impression that the southern training-wall had not been taken out so far as it is shown on the map.
949. Where is your place ? On the South Arm, about 12 miles from the Heads.
950. I suppose you grow maize and ordinary products ? Tes, and I go in for dairying.
951. Is your land situated on the river bank ? Tes.
952. I suppose you have no difficulty in getting your produce to market ? Sometimes I have.
953. How are you inconvenienced ? Well, on the South Arm, there are not many of us. '
954. How many people are there there? I suppose not more than forty.
955. Have you been put to inconvenience and loss by not being able to get produce to market because of 
the bad state of the bar? Tes, at different times ; but for some time our chief difficulty has been that 
we are too much out of the way. We are not on the main river.
950. Are we to understand that the North Coast Company do not send for your produce as often as they 
send for the produce on the Main Arm ? That is so. There is more traffic on the Main Arm.
957. Then you are inconvenienced, not by the bad state of the bar, but by the bad arrangements of the 
steamship company ? Tes. Of course, when the bar is bad,, we are put to double inconvenience.
958. How can we overcome your difficulty ? If the entrance is improved we shall be able to overcome the 
difficulty ourselves, because we shall be able to invite competition.
959. Tou think that if there were a good entrance other shipping companies would be inclined to 
compete for the trade of the river ? Tes; we are now at the mercy of one company.
960. The steamer that trades here runs pretty regularly? Tes.
961. Once a week, as a rule? Tes, I believe so.
962. Does not that give you a sufficient opportunity to get away your produce ? Well, I will give you 
an idea of how wre are situated. The corn-pulling has been on since April, and the North Coast Com
pany’s punt has been down the South Arm only once this season.
963. How do you get your stuff away ? On the punts.
964. When the droghers choose to come for it? That is just it.
965. Tou have no punts of your own ? No.
966. No roads along which you could cart it ? No.
967. Have you noticed much development in the district since you have been here ? Tes; it has made 
steady progress.
968. Has it made much progress of late years ? Tes; it has made a great deal more progress of late 
years than formerly.
969. During the last six years ? During the last ten years.
970. Has there been very rapid improvement during the last four years ? I do not know that there has 
been anything extra. The place has made steady progress all the time.
971. To what do you attribute that ? To the increased settlement to which the harbour works have given 
an impetus. They have given us heart to improve our land and to raise more produce.
972. What inducement have you had to increase your cultivation ? We have had the hope that we shall 
be able to get more produce taken away. We have gone in for dairying, and there being more people 
about, we have been able to sell our produce. If the entrance is improved, and we can get regular 
steamer communication with Sydney, I intend to send cream to Sydney. At present that is impossible.
973. Why ? Because we do not know when the steamer will come in and when she will not.
974. It is possible for the people to send cream from the Main Arm ? But where I am it is so far away. 
I am 12 miles up the South Arm, and it takes the best part of the day to come in to the steamer, and 
perhaps, when I get in she is not there.
975. Are you prepared to swear that there has been a marked improvement in the district since the works 
at the entrance were commenced ? I believe that there has been an improvement.
976. Is the land in your part of the district as good as the land in this part of the district ? No.
977. Which do you consider the best part of the Bellinger Eiver ? Erom Eernmount up. On the South 
Arm the best land is from where I am up the river. The land on the lower part of the South Arm is 
only fit for dairying.
978. Mr. Roberts ] Has the “■ Eosedale ” ever gone to Sydney, leaving your.own and your neighbours’ 
produce on the wharf? We do not draw our produce from our barns until the droghers come up.
979. Do those in charge of the droghers, although they know that you have a number of bags of maize 
for shipment, allow the steamer to go away without giving you an opportunity to ship it? Well, the 
Main Arm stands first. Very often a steamer cannot take in one trip all the produce that is waiting for 
her, and we on the South Arm have to wait until the glut on the Main Arm is over.
980. Is it not usual to give the drogher people timely notice that there are so many bags of maize to be 
taken away ? Asa rule, many of us do not bother about giving notice, because it is of no use to do so. 
The drogher-master generally lets us know when the punt is coming up. I generally get news from the 
store here.
981. Do you think that if the entrance is improved rates will be reduced ? I consider that if the
entrance is improved our position will be better all round. I think we shall get a reduction in rates and 
a better service. If one company did not serve us properly, we could induce another company to enter 
into the trade. .
982. Tou are not properly served at the present time ? A long way from it, I consider.
983. What do you think ought to be done ? I could not suggest anything at the present time.
984. Is it not usual for people having produce to ship to acquaint the drogher-master of the fact ? Tes. 
When the punt is up, I always let them know; but it is useless for me to go to Doeepel, and say to him, 
“ I want to send away fifty bags of maize,” unless I can tell him that he can get a punt load. He will 
not go unless he can get a punt load.
985. What do you send away besides maize ? Nothing, except pigs sometimes. Butter I sell locally.
986. How long have you been manufacturing butter ? I started in a small way first, seven or eieht years
ago, and I gradually increased my output. 987.
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987. Are the results satisfactory? Not so satisfactory as I should like. Sometimes I can sell my butter,
and at other times I could sell more than I can make. If we had a good steamer service I could send Spi ^ett. .
butter direct to Sydney, and sell it to the best advantage. 28Mavl89S
988. Have you been long enough at the dairying business to be able to form an opinion as to whether it is '
more profitable than maize-growing ? I should continue to go in for both. I do not believe in having
all my eggs in one basket. '
989. Do you know anything of the country to the west of the Bellinger;—have you ever been to the Don 
Dorrigo ? No, I have never been there.
990. Have you represented to the North Coast Company that the convenience of yourself and of your 
neighbours is not studied ? I have often made complaints to the Company when things have gone astray, 
but I have got very little satisfaction.
991. Have you put your complaints into writing ? Yes. ‘
992. Is there a sufficient quantity of produce grown on the Bellinger to require a more frequent steamer 
service than you have now ? That I cannot say.
993. Is it not fair to assume that if the export of the district were sufficiently large the Company would
send another boat? Of course there are times when all the farmers are wishing to ship, and then the 
steamer accommodation is not sufficient, and we have to wait. No matter what corn is bringing in Svdney we have to wait. o o . j
994. What is the depth of water in the South Arm? As far as the quarry there is more water in the south 
arm than in the Main Arm.
995. There is nothing to prevent the drogher from going up there? There is nothing to prevent a steamer 
going up, except just where the punt crosses. Prom there to the quarry it is deep water all the way.
996. How far do the droghers go up the South Arm ? About 3 miles above where I am. Produce from 
the upper south arm is drawn to Pernmount. A place called Hanley is the head of navigation for punts.
997. That would be about as far up the South Arm as Bellingen is on the Main Arm ? About the same.
998. What is the area of your selection ? 230 acres.
999. How much of that land is under cultivation ? This year I have cultivated about 25 acres.
1000. During your thirty years residence, have you always had that area under cultivation? No. I have 
added to different selections, and increased my holding. I commenced with 50 acres, and then made 
additions.
1001. How many acres of your land are alluvial ? I have 23 acres on the river banks, and another 20 
acres on a creek at the back ; the rest of the land consists of forest ridges.
1002. Is the land all cleared ? No, parts of it are cleared.
1003. Do you regard it as good land for dairying ? Yes, when once I can get it under grass.
1004. Do you think that dairying will show a marked increase in the near future ? Yes, I see nothing to
prevent it increasing. *
1005. During the last two years the ocean steamer has never been prevented from going to sea through 
want of water on the bar ? I do not think so.
1006. If she has been delayed at all it has been by heavy weather affecting all the ports on the coast? Yes. 
1007.. Have you heard anything said as to the desirability of connecting the Bellinger with Coff’s Harbour 
by railway ?. Yes.
1008. Would such a connection be of advantage to you? No; our produce would go direct from the 
Bellinger in any case.
1009. You hold the opinion that it would be better for every one on the river that the entrance should be 
improved so that produce may continue to go direct to Sydney ? Yes.
1010. To send it by rail to Coff’s Harbour for shipment would be too expensive ? Yes, and there would 
be too much handling and loss.
1011. The produce would be apt to deteriorate ? Yes, and I believe the expense would be great.

Andrew Black, hotel-keeper, and Secretary to the Progress Committee, Pernmount, sworn, and examined:—
1012. Mr. Clarice.'] I suppose you are pretty well acquainted with the whole of the Bellinger district? A. Black.
I am. D a _
1013. Do you think the work already done at the entrance to the river has been beneficial ? Undoubtedly. 28 May’1898'
1014. YV hat is your opinion in regard to the proposed extensions ? My opinion is that even if the break
waters are not made if the training-walls are extended, we should have a sufficient depth of water at all 
times. I am satisfied of that, because of what I have seen of the effect of the existing training-wall.
1015.. What is the depth of water on the bar at high tide now? Eight feet, last time I heard. My 
experience on the Bellinger during the last twenty years has been that whenever the bars at the Hastings, 
the Macleay, and the A ambucca have been shoal ive have been completely blocked, but last year it 
happened that when those bars were shoal we were able to get our produce away over the Bellinger bar.
The “Eosedale” went out last year all through the season carrying from 1,500 to 1,700 bags each trip."
We had the second best bar on the coast throughout the year.
1016. Do you attribute the improved state of the entrance to the work already done ? Certainly.
1017. If the works are extended vessels of a larger draught of water than now trade here will be able to
come? We want regular steamer communication and large vessels. I have been here at a time when 
only one little vessel could get out in two months. We want the steamers to be able to come in and get 
out at any time. "
1018. You do not expect that vessels will load here with maize or timber for intercolonial markets? No
I do not expect that. ’
1019. You think it will be sufficient if vessels of fair tonnage are allowed to come in and out? Yes. 
WliillTreLereilCe-t0 Mr' SPillett’s evidence about the channel running past the end of the south training- 
wall, I should like to point out that the proposed northern training-wall will stop that. While the 
southern training-wall was being carried out it was at first not sufficiently strong to turn the flow of the 
water, and the water coming from the main arm used to run across past the end of it, forming a channel 
towards the south.

^^a^rman^ But you are of opinion that if the proposed northern training-wall were made there 
would never be any danger of that occurring again ? I am convinced that the northern training-wall 
would make a perfect job of the work. 1021
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1021. Mr. Clarke.'] A witness in Sydney spoke of there being a fear of the rirer breaking out through 
the terrace 2 or 3 miles to the north of the present entrance ? There is a danger of that. The spit of 

■ May> 1°9S' land dividing the main arm from the ocean is very narrow, and the danger is that a flood coming down 
the main arm might come through it. I should like to see the northern training-wall taken up the river 
to a point about opposite the mouth of Back Creek.

• 1022. I understand that most of the produce of the river is taken down to the steamer by droghers ? Tes.
1023. If the river were improved as we hope it will be, would it be possible for steamers to come direct to 
Pernmount? Quite possible ; very little dredging would be required. The “ Euroka” came up here the 
other day, although there has been no dredging on the lower river for eighteen months. With a few 
weeks’ dredging I think even the “ Eosedale” could come up.
1024. I suppose if the steamer came up that would save droghering expenses ? It would be profitable for 
both shipowners and shippers for the steamer to come here. The company could then reduce the rate 
for maize to Is. a bag, and be better paid than they are at the present time, while we should save 6d. a bag.
1025. Does the droghering cost 6d. a bag ? The droghering one year cost as much as lid. a bag, so that the 
steamer company only received 7d. a bag. The rate of Is. a bag from Eernmount would suit both parties. 
102G. And if the river were improved there would be competition ? With a good entrance we should get 
competition. We want to have the river dredged, and then the Bellinger will be good for all time. If 
the works at the entrance are not completed there will be a chance of the channel shifting.
1027. Can you give us any idea as to the value of the imports of the Bellinger ? No; but it must amount 
to a good deal. We have several business places, and all do very well.
1028. I suppose the principle article of export is maize ? Tes.
1029. Can you tell us how many bags of maize have been sent from the Bellinger yearly during the last 
three or four years ? I suppose from 35,000 to 40,000 bags would be our average export of maize.
1030. In a good season I suppose you would send more ? I think 50,000 bags is about what we sent in 
our best year. In a flood year the yield is only 27,000 bags.
1031. I suppose you seldom suffer from droughts here ? No. Dry years are our best years. We suffer 

. severely from floods in wet years.
1032. What do you consider the value of the maize ? During the last few years it has averaged from 8s.
to 10s. a bag. ' •
1033. That would be pretty well 2s. Gd. a bushel ? Under 2s. 6d. a bushel. Some years we have got 
more. Some years we have cleared 15s. a bag.
1034. But take the Sydney price ? I suppose 2s. Gd. a bushel would be about the average price last year. • 
It varied from 2s. 9d. to 2s. 3d. a bushel.
1035. Two shillings and sixpence a bushel would be the average price for an ordinary year ? Eight shillings 
a bag would be about the net value of our maize to us.
103G. Chairman.] What would be the gross value of the maize ;—would it be worth 10s. a bag ? Last 
year the maize exported must have been worth £25,000.
1037. Tou think that that is a fair estimate of the value of the maize crop of the Bellinger ? I think so. 
Sometimes we send away less maize and get better prices for it.
1038. Mr. Clarke.] What other produce do you export? Pigs, poultry, eggs, and, lately, a large amount 
of cream. Dairying is a new industry here, but it is increasing very much.
1039. What about the timber ? There is a large amount of timber sent away. We have two saw-mills 
constantly at work.
1040. Is only sawn timber sent to Sydney ? No; round log timber also goes. .
1041. Any cedar ? Very large quantities of cedar have been shipped from here, but it is getting scarce.
1042. Do you think it likely that dairying will be successful on this river ? Tes ; we have tried it suffi
ciently to know that it will be successful.
1043. As a rule, is not mixed farming more profitable ? Tes. There is a lot of land here which can be 
utilised for grazing purposes, but which would not do for maize-growing. We should be able to continue 
to grow almost as much maize as we grow now, and, in addition, to raise a large quantity of butter.
1044. Tou will graze your cattle on land away from the river? Tes; on the back lands. Some of the 
poor land could be used to advantage in that way, especially on the ioiver river.
1045. Do you think the rich alluvial flats will be used for dairying ? I do not think so at the present

' time. I think there will be mixed farming here for years.
1046. On the alluvial lands you would have to sow grasses ? Tes.
1047. What kinds of grasses do you sow ? Clover, rye, and different grasses. The water-couch, which
is a natural grass, is equal to any artificial grass. In twelve or eighteen months it spreads all over the 
paddocks.
1048. Does it do well in the winter time ? It is the best grass you can have. The cattle are fond of it, 
even when it is dry.
1049. I suppose it is the practice at the creameries to separate the milk, and to send the cream to be made 
into butter in Sydney ? Tes ; I believe that that is more profitable than to make the butter here. Some 
people who are too far from the creameries separate their own milk.
1050. I suppose that in time all the cream will be sent to creameries ? I think so, when there are more
of them. It pays better to send to a creamery than to separate for yourself. .
1051. Is not cream likely to spoil, if it is kept on board a steamer for three or four days ? When we 
have a good entrance, I think we shall be able to offer inducements to the steamer companies to put 
refrigerating machinery into their boats.
1052. What are your views -with regard to the proposed railway from the Bellinger to Coff’s Harbour ? 
My idea is that if that railway were made, maize and other produce would still be sent away from the 
Bellinger direct. No doubt some people would use the railway to send cream to Coff’s Harbour to catch 
the steamer there when there was no steamer leaving the Bellinger.
1053. Chairman.] A railway to Coff’s Harbour would cost about £100,000. Three per cent, interest on 
that amount is £3,000. If 50,000 bags of maize were sent by rail, and Is. charged on each bag, the 
return obtained would be only £2,500 ? Tes ; but you wmuld not get the maize.
1054. It would not be sent by the line ? No.
1055. Does not that pretty well settle the matter at once ? The people would not be likely to use the 
railway much.
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1056. Mr. Glarke.~\ I suppose the same remarks would apply to a railway from G-uyra through the Don Blsmk- 
Dorrigo scrub to Coffi’s Harbour ? I cannot speak about that line. No doubt CofE’s Harbour would be
a good outlet for a great deal of country, but I cannot say if the line that you speak of would pay. It ^ ■ ay* • 
would open up a good deal of country.
1057. Is the road from here to Don Dorrigo a fair road? Tes ; but it is too far to draw produce with 
profit.
1058. Tou do not approve of the construction of a railway to Goff’s Harbour? I should like to see a 
railway made, but I do not think it would be used for the carriage of maize or anything like that. "We 
might use it to send cream sometimes.
1059. Mr. Roberts!} Is Fernmount regarded as the head of navigation on the Bellinger? Tes; we have 
had the “ Euroka,” the “Avon,” and the “ Belmore ” here.
1060. Have they brought cargoes up here ? Tes; there is a sufficient depth of .water to enable vessels 
of light draught to come here at the present time, and with a little dredging we could bring the “ Hose- 
dale ” up. What wre require is to have the north training-wall finished, so that we may bring vessels up 
the Main Arm. -Until that wall is finished, it will be impossible for vessels to cross the sand-bar at the 
junction of the two arms.
1061. It would be a great convenience to you to have the steamer come to Fernmount ? It would be the 
greatest advantage the district could get.
1062. Have you told the Department that you want the river dredged, in order to allow vessels to come
up here ? Only lately we have had a dredge doing temporary work on the North Arm. I consider that 
a lot of valuable stone is now being thrown away w'hich would be of more use in the construction of a 
temporary bank than is the sand pumped by the dredge. In my opinion all the inner walls could be done 
with smaller stone than they are using, at a saving in cost. We have had sailing vessels up here. One 
came up and unloaded bricks at the wharf here. • -
1063. At the present time the authorities are devoting their attention to the improvement of the entrance ?
Tes. i .
1064. Does the sand accumulate at the junction of the North and the South Arms ? Tes ; but I think 
the ivater in the Main Arm has deepened since the temporary bank was commenced. That bank directs 
the current on to the sand-spit, and causes a better scour.
1065. Is any work going on in the South Ann at the present time ? I do not know exactly where they are
putting the stone at the present time. .
1066. When the “ Euroka” came up a few days ago did she take any produce awmy ? She could have 
taken 1,000 bags, if it had been here for her to take ; but the punts got stuck up above, and she could 
not take them.
1067. Would there have been sufficient water to enable her to go down loaded? At high water she could 
have taken down 1,000 bags.
1068. Do you get all your goods from Sydney by the North Coast Company’s boats ? Tes.
1069. Are they landed on the Government wharf at the Heads, and brought on here by drogher ? The
stuff is put on board the drogher direct. .
1070. Has the river ever been so bad that you have been forced to get your goods up in some other way ?
In one year we used Cofi’s Harbour. Fortunately that happened to be a dry time. If the season had 
been wet we should not have been able to draw over the road.
1071. Are the rates to the Bellinger the same as the rates to other rivers? No; they arc nearly as 
mnch more.
1072. Is that because of the dangerous state of the entrance ? Mr. See told me that when the bar was 
bad here they lost a considerable amount of money, and they want to recoup themselves now that the bar 
is good. Besides, we cannot get opposition now. We intend, however, to have the river opened up, so as 
to do away with the droghering, and to bring the steamers right up. We cannot offer any inducement to a 
company to send steamers here until the river is opened up. The entrance has given us very little trouble 
"during the last year or two. All the other river entrances, except the Clarence entrance, have been in a 
worse condition than ours.
1073. For the last two years you have had no delays ? When the wall was going across the channel the 
bar was very bad ; but when once the wall eot far enough out to turn the water we had no more trouble.
The temporary northern bank is improving things still further. _
1074. The bar does not shift now as it did previously ? No. It shifts, but nothing worth speaking about.
I have seen it break out a quarter of a mile from where it was before,—the old entrance perhaps remaining 
blocked for two or three months.
1075. If the entrance continues in the future to be as good as it is now, that is about all you will want ?
Tes. We cannot, however, rely upon the permanency of the wrork until the northern training-wall has 
been constructed ; but during the last eighteen months we have had no reason to complain.
1076! Tou feel that if these improvements are carried out they will be highly satisfactory ? They will 
be all that is required. Of course, I should like to see a railway made to Coff’s Harbour, but I know . 
that such a line will not pay.
1077. Is not the road to Coff’s Harbour a very good one ? Tes; but, of course, it would never pay us
to draw goods to Coff’s Harbour. .
1078. AVFen you were compelled to have your merchandise sent to Coff’s Harbour, how much more did 
it cost you ? It must have cost a good deal more, though I never got anything brought that way myself.
I waited until there was an improvement of the entrance here. It cost us 2s. a bag to send our maize 
away that way—Is. a bag to draw it to CofE’s Harbour, and Is. a bag to take it from Coff’s Harbour to 
Sydney. We hope ultimately to be able to send it direct for Is. a bag.
1079. Chairman^ Have the Progress Committee compiled any statistics to show the condition of the 
district? No.
1080. Do you think the export and import trade of the district can fairly be estimated at about 
£90,000 a year ? Tes.
108L. With the probability of a large increase in the future ? Tes.
1082. Tou expect such an increase if the entrance to the river is improved? Tes ; there is a lot of land 
now lying idle winch will be used for dairying if we get a regular steamer service. AVith a bad entrance 
we could never take advantage of the market.
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A. Black. 1083. You are of opinion that the settlers here are inconvenienced by not being able to get their produce 
to market so as to take advantage of favourable prices ? Yes; we have lost heavily from that cause in 

8 a^’ ‘ past years.
1084. To obtain maximum prices producers must be able to take advantage of the market? Yes. When 
maize has been selling at 6s. a bushel, our maize has been spoiling because of the bad state of the 
entrance ; but I do not think that that is ever likely to occur again.
1085. You have expressed the opinion that unless the northern training-wall is taken up the main arm to 
a point opposite the mouth of Back Creek, there is a chance of the flood-waters of the river breaking 
through the terrace to the north? Yes.
1086. Prior to the commencement of the temporary bank, did you ever know the flood-waters to break 
through that terrace ? Many years ago the bar was a long way north of its present position.
1087. But have you ever known the river to break through above the temporary bank ? No : it has 
never done so.
1088. Then why do you think it is likely to do so ? Because the ocean seems to be working into the spit
from the outside and narrowing it. _
1089. The object of the northern training-wall is to direct the water coming down the main arm upon
the spit at the entrance ? Yes; that is what is required. _ _
1090. Tho temporary bank is designed to save the large expense of making a training-wall right up the 
river? Yes.
1091. Suppose the river were likely to break through the terrace, would it not be easy to extend the
northern training-wall ? Yes. __
1092. Such an extension would not interfere ivith the general design of the scheme? No, not at all.

32 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

P. It. II. Baker, auctioneer, Pernmount, sworn, and examined:—
F. R. H. 1093. Chairman.'] How long have you been here ? Thirteen years.
Baker. 1094. Mr. Roberts.] Have you made yourself acquainted with the scheme for improving tho river

entrance? I have seen the work now in progress, and from casual observation I have a fair idea of what 
28 Maj, 1898. -g inten(Je(J-

1095. Are you able to tell the Committee if, since the work has been commenced, there has been a 
marked improvement at the entrance to the river ? Yes, a very marked improvement.
1096. Do you know the average depth of water on the bar now ? I should think about 7 ft. 6 in. is the 
ordinary depth, but it varies.

.1097. Does not the “ Rosedale” draw from 7 ft. 6 in. to 8 feet ? Yes ; but she can get out when she has 
only 6 inches to spare, and they do not load her to her full capacity.
1098. So far as you know there has been no delays since the harbour works were commenced ? Not on 
account of the state of the bar. I believe that on one occasion a small sand-bank was formed through the 
temporary wall breaking away.
1099. Was it removed by the dredge? The dredge went down and filled up the gap in the wall, and there
has been no difficulty since. .
1100. Since the improvements have been made has the district advanced ;—are there more people coming 
to the river ? There has been a better tone throughout the entire district, because of the assurance that we 
shall have communication with Sydney unhampered by continual interruptions through the bad state of 
the bar. People have more confidence in investing their money here now, and in making improvements 
upon their property. When I first came here 2s. 6d. a bag was charged to send maize to Sydney, but now 
the charge is only Is. 6d., and there is room for a still further reduction. Such a reduction will come, I 
think, when we get competition.
1101. You have a good knowledge of the value of the land in the district ? Yes.
1102. Is there much demand for land here? There has not been much demand for land during the past 
four or five years, but now there are inquiries for it, and there seems to be a move in land. The Raleigh 
estate changed hands about twelve months ago. It has been purchased by a local man, but for a longtime 
it was lying idle. That is one of the best estates on the lower river.
1103. Has it a water frontage ? Yes.
1104. What was the purchase money ? The estate comprises 900 acres, and it was sold for £7,000.
1105. I suppose the whole of the land is not first-class ;—is any of it sivampy ? It was swamp land, but 
it has been drained. It is more suitable for dairying than for agriculture.
1106. You do not regard the whole of the 900 acres as first-class agricultural land ? No ; I should say 
600 acres might be called agricultural land, and the rest grazing land.
1107. Do you regard £8 an acre as a good market price? No ; but it would be for an estate of that area.
1108. Was this what you would call a forced sale ? It was a mortgagee’s sale, but the land was sold 
privately, not by auction.
1109. What would that land be worth if it was sold in small lots ;—upon how many acres could a man and 
his family get a fair living ? I should not think he would want much less than 40 acres.
1110. Could a man live on that ? Yes.
1111. Supposing the land were cut up and sold in 50 or 100-acre blocks, ■what would be a fair price for the 
best of it ? About £12 or £13 an acre.
1112. It is splendid maize-growing land ? Yes; but it is better suited for dairying. It is subject to floods-.
1113. Does the purchaser intend to use it for dairying ? Yes; he has let a large part of it now to be used 
in that way.
1114. Is there much dairying in this district? Not a great deal, but the district is going ahead pretty 
fast. A few years ago there was no dairying here at all, but now there are four creameries on the river.
1115. Do you have many inquiries from people outside the district for land suitable for dairying? Yes. 
When people inquire for land here they generally ask if it is near a creamery, and is it suitable for 
dairying.
1116. Do the farms on the river often change hands ? Not very often, except where mortgagees force 
a sale.
1117. Do you regard the Bellinger district as a prosperous one ;—are most of the people here well-to-do ?
They are comfortable. 1118.
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1118. Is your business pretty well all connected with the selling of land and property ? Tes ; but I also
sell cattle, horses, sheep, pigs, and anything there is to be sold. Mine is a very mixed business. I also A ‘
buy maize, and I have a number of agencies. 28 May, 189.8.
1119. Over what extent of country does your business extend? Trom Kempsey to Mooney Creek on the ’
north. Mooney Creek is about 14 miles north of Coff’s Harbour. _
1120. Do you do any business in the country between here and the table-land? Occasionally I sell
cattle or a piece of land for the people there. .
1121. Are there any sheep in the district ? Not a great many. There are a good many cattle in the 
district you speak of. 10,000 head of fat cattle were sent away from the Guy Fawkes country last year.
The paddocks there are used for fattening rather than for grazing. The people buy store cattle and 
fatten them.
1122. That country is very rich ? It is splendid country.
1123. What is it best adapted for ? Potato growing, dairying, and the fattening of cattle.
1124. The rearing of pigs ? Tes ; but I think it can be put to a more profitable use.
1125. Does it pay to grow potatoes there ;—can they find a market for them here ? Not at the present 
time.
1126. It would not pay to send them to Sydney? Not unless the market is very good. They have to
pay £2 a ton carriage. '
1127. Is the timber industry here in a flourishing condition ? It is going ahead very fast. A sawmill . 
was lately erected at the Bellinger Heads, and there is another at Baleigh. Both mills are working pretty
well full time. •
1128. Do you know where the timber is sent ? To agents in Sydney. From Sydney it may be sent to 
foreign places.
1129. Is any sugar grown in the district? Not now. Some was grown here a few years ago, but it did 
not do well enough. The frost interfered with the cane, and there was a great fall in the price of sugar.
Out towards Coff’s Harbour there were several mills, but they had to close dovm. They could not continue 
at the prices paid.
1130. What is your opinion in regard to the advisability of constructing a railway to Coff’s Harbour ? I 
am of opinion that such a line is unnecessary, and would never recoup its cost. I am in favour of 
improving the entrance to the Bellinger.
1131. Chairman?^ Can you suggest any other way in which the district can be better served? No; there
is no other outlet for us. • _
1132. Can you be better and more cheaply served in any other way than by the opening of the river ? I
think not. _ _
1133. What is your idea of the future of the district;—do you think it is capable of doubling or trebling 
its returns? I think they may be very largely increased if we get better communication with the Sydney 
market.
1134. Do you think the production of the district can be trebled ? I would hardly like to say that, but I 
think it might be doubled. We do not send fruit from here, but I do not think there is any better place 
for the growing of fruit.
1135. If a reliable entrance can be given, and cheaper rates of freight are established, do you think the 
district will advance ? I am as confident as one can be that it will.
1136. Tou are subject to no drawbacks here except the floods? Tes.
1137. And they do not happen every year? They have not happened for the last two years, but before 
that for seven or eight years we had them very regularly.
1138. The flood difficulty may, to a large extent, be mitigated by the improvement of the entrance ? Tes.
1139. Are there any flood canals in the district ? No.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—HARBOUR WORKS AT BELLINGER RIVER. ■* .

Bobert Stuart McDougall, Fernmount, sworn, and examined :—
1140. Chairman^} How long have you resided in the Bellinger district ? Since 1863.
1141. ■ Continuously ? Tes.
1142. Mr. Farnell^] Had you resided in the Colony before coming here ? Tes.
1143. Where ? For a short time on the Macleay, but principally in Sydney.
1144. Were you on the south coast at all ? I never resided there.
1145. During your residence here you have experienced the inconvenience and disabilities from which the 
district has suffered from want of a proper port ? Tes ; we have suffeied severely.
1146. Tou remember the condition of the entrance before the harbour works were commenced ? Tes.
1147. What were some of the disabilities from which you suffered ? Sometimes we had no outlet at all. 
We have had to burn our crops here. I, for one, have had to do it.
1148. Why had you to burn your crops ? We could not get them to market.
1149. Could you not use them for feeding pigs or poultry r If we had had pigs and poultry we should 
have had no market for them.
1150. What is the quality of the maize grown in this district ? There is none better.
1151. Does it contract weevil quickly? All maize will contract weevil on the north coast.
1152. Is there not a maize which is to some extent proof against weevil ? I do not know of it.
1153. What has been the effect of the harbour works upon the river ? The effect has been good.
1154. Have they answered anticipations ? Tes, so far.
1155. They have allowed a more regular steamer service ? Tes, especially during the last two years.
1156. Has that had an effect upon the trade of the district ? Tes ; there can be no doubt about it.
1157. Has it caused the district to progress ? Tes. The farmers get their returns more regularly, and 
they have more money to spend in the stores and in other ways.
1158. Tou are satisfied that the work already done has been thoroughly justified by its efficiency ? Tes.
1159. Has the improvement which has resulted been an incentive to the farmers to put larger areas 
under crop ? Tes, and especially to go into the dairying industry. As we were situated before, we could 
not get our cream and butter to market. Now, with a regular steamer service, we send cream to market, 
and get within a trifle for cream what the butter sells for in Sydney. There are a number of inquiries 
now from outsiders who wish to start dairying for land suitable for grazing. There is a great deal of

46 {a)—E ' waste
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E. S. waste land here—land which is not fit for agriculture, but which is good grazing land. Now that we are 
McDougall. getting dairy factories hers, people see the advantage of bringing the forest land into cultivation. That 

28Ma 1898 causes an increas© of cultivation and more prosperity to the district. Without regular steam service we 
y’ ' could not use this land. A large number of pigs are shipped from here, and we could not afford to send 

our produce away by sailing vessels.
1160. You have not the slightest doubt that if the proposed scheme were carried out people would be 
disposed to still further improve their land ? Yes.
1161. You say that there are areas at present not used which might profitably be used for dairying ?
Yes. .
1162. I suppose that within a reasonable time you will have butter factories established here ? No doubt.
1163. What would be a payable yield of maize in this district? There have been yields of 75 and 80 
bushels to the acre, and I have had as much as 100 bushels from an acre, but I think that from 35 to 40 
bushels is a fair average yield.
1164. At what price will maize pay the farmer? A great deal depends upon his outlay. At the present 
time the rates, commission charges, and so on, are very high.
1165. Would 2s. a bushel be a payable price ? Yes, if a man could get that clear.
1166. If maize-growing proves a failure it is possible that mixed farming might meet with success ? Yes, 
and I think it is advisable to go in for mixed farming. There is a great consumption of maize, and this 
consumption is increasing.
1167. Have you ever known of the farmers being inconvenienced through the steamers not being able to 
come here regularly ? Yes; a few weeks ago people had their maize thrashed and ready in the barns 
waiting for the steamer, when, just by chance, the ‘‘ Euroka” came in and relieved them. The “Eosedale,” 
the regular steamer, is often sent to Port Macquarie, to the Macleay, and sometimes even to the Eichmond 
and to the Manning. If she traded here regularly we should not be put to so much inconvenience. The 
barns are blocked up sometimes in the expectation of a steamer.
1168. Ho you think that if the proposed works are carried out there will be a reduction in rates ? Yes. 
That will mean competition.
1169. Do you think it will be necessary to do something more to assist the people living on the South 
Arm ? I think they must depend upon the steamer companies.
1170. Do you not think it will be necessary to have the river dredged to a considerable extent ? The
South Arm has better water than the main arm, '
1171. But is the convenience of the farmers on that arm met? Well, they have better navigation than 
we have on this arm at the present time.
1172. But there is not a sufficient depth of water to allow the larger steamers to go there ? No.
1173. I suppose it would be a costly undertaking to make the river navigable for large steamers ? I do

' not know what it would cost.
1174. What proportion of the land held by the farmers in this district is cultivated by them ? I do not 
know.
1175. I suppose they have land still available for cultivation ? Yes ; that land will be made use of now 
that dairying has started here.
1176. Do you know the Don Dorrigo district ? I was never there.
1177. Do you think that if the proposed works were carried out the trade of that district would come 
here ? I could not say.
1178. Do you think it is more likely to go to Coff’s Harbour ? I could not say.
1179. Do you know Coff’s Harbour? I have been there.

•1180. You have heard of the proposal to connect the Bellinger with Coff’s Harbour, and to improve Coff’s 
Harbour ? Yes.
1181. Do you think there is any justification for that work ? I do not.
1182. Do you think the trade of the district warrants an increased expenditure upon the improvement of
the entrance to the Bellinger ? Yes.
1183. Do you think the district will develop sufficiently to justify a further expenditure of £36,000?
Yes; especially if they carry out the original idea.. Ido not approve of what they are doing now. I
know what was proposed by Sir John Coode, and I think the original scheme is the proper one to
carry out.
1L84. Will you explain to us what you think should be done? One proposal was to block the main arm 
altogether, and to make Back Creek the main channel.
1185. Chairman^] Whose proposal was that ? Mr. Darley’s. He did not like to recommend the main 
arm scheme because of the great outlay it would entail, and the small population of the district. Now, 
however, they have decided to make the channel down the main arm. The second proposal was to start a 
wall on the eastern bank of the North Arm, opposite Back Creek, and to carry it down, as shown on the 
plan. With the present scheme, however, there is a danger of the sea breaking through the sand-spit to 
the north of the temporary bank. If the training-wall were carried further up the main arm that danger 
would be averted. I would recommend that the training-wall should be carried further up the main arm 
and that there should be no abrupt bend in the line of wall.
1186. Mr. Farnell.'] If the proposed works are carried out they will be of great benefit, but they stop
short of what you think should be done ? Yes. .
1187. There will be no difficulty in continuing the wall you speak of in the future if it is thought desir
able ? No.
1188. The complete scheme will cost £171,000? Including what is already done. I would point out 
that smaller stone, which would only cost half as much, could be used for some of the walls, and the work 
would then be done more quickly.
1189. Has the timber industry developed since you have been here ? It shows signs of improvement; we 
have now a second saw-mill here.
1190. Do you think it will be some considerable time before the sources of supply are exhausted ? Yes. 
There is nothing that would benefit the district so much as the improvement of the entrance to the river.
1191. Chairman.] Do you wish the Committee to understand that unless Captain Howard’s proposal is 
carried out there had better be nothing done at all? The work that has been done has been of great 
benefit to us.
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1192. But this is not Captain Howard’s scheme ? Part of it is. S.
1193. Do you think the works now designed by the Engineer of the Department are likely to prove McDougall. 
effective ? Yes, except that I should like to see the northern training-wall extended. So far as the work
has gone the money has been well and wisely spent. ^siviay, isas.
1194. I presume you take rather a hopeful view of the future of the district? Yes.
1195. Do you think its conditions are such as will induce close settlement and a large increase of production ?
Yes, if the harbour works are carried out. Unless we have a fair outlet to market it is of no use to try 
and produce very much. These improvements will, I think, give us a regular steamer service at a reasonable cost.
1196. Do you think the stability of the district warrants the expenditure? Yes.
1197. If the North Coast Kailway were at your doors would you use it to send maize and timber to Sydney, 
or could these products be taken more cheaply by steamer ? They would go by steamer.
1198.. The best way to open the district is to improve the entrance to the river ? Yes. Nature has given 
us this entrance, and we have only to improve it. Eor a short time nature and science were working against 
each other, and science has now carried the day.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE---- HARBOUR WORKS AT BELLINGER RIVER. 35

John Pollock, cordial and aerated-water manufacturer, Eernmount, sworn, and examined
1199. Chairman.^ Have you been in the district for any length of time ? About fourteen years. J* Pollock.
1200. Where were you residing previously ? At Nowra, on the south coast.
1201. What is your impression of this part of the country as compared with the south coast country ? May, 1898. 
I think that in a few years the north coast country will compare rather favourably with the south coast
country. They are now going into dairying here, and a great deal of our land is well adapted for the 
industry. The ridge land is well suited for grazing, and in times of drought provides dry places for the 
cattle to go to. The hill country is hard to clear, but eventually it will all be brought under grass.
1202. Do you think the land is good enough ? It seems to grow grass very well once the timber is 
taken off it.
1203. I suppose there is not much agricultural land lying back from the river flats ? There are several 
flats away to the north which have not been taken up.
1204. What is the nature of the hill country to the back ? The hills are of a slaty formation.
1205. Is there any mining in the district ? Not a great deal. There was some gold-mining at Deep 
Creek ; but at the present time that is stopped.
1206.. Are you able to confirm what has been said by other witnesses in regard to the development of the 
district during the past five or six years because of the confidence inspired bv the improvement of the 
entrance ? Yes ; when I came here, fourteen years ago, we only just got over the breakers with the 
steamer, and we could not get to the wharf at all. Now the boat can get up to the wharf, and lie there 
in deep water. We had hard work to get up here when I first came.
1207. Has the improvement to the river entrance led to an increase in the passenger traffic ? I think so.
1208. How do people travelling to Sydney go from here ? Erom the river direct.
1209. They do not go to Coff’s Harbour or to Grafton? Sometimes they go to Coff’s Harbour if our 
steamer is not calling regularly.
1210. Is the fare less from Coff’s Harbour ? Yes, and rates generally are less from there. I have a 
factory at Coramba. From Coff’s Harbour I pay 8s., and from the Bellinger 13s.
1211. Do the lower rates attract the trade from the Bellinger to Coff’s Harbour ? No.
1212. Suppose in the future Coff s Harbour were improved so as to bring better boats there, would that 
attract the trade ? I do not think the trade will be drawn from the Bellinger as long as our bar continues 
good enough to allow the steamers to go in and out.
1213. The maize trade would not be likely to go to Coff’s Harbour? I do not think the farmers could 
afford to cart maize to Coff’s Harbour from here.
1214. Nor would it pay to take sawn or log timber across ? No. "
1215. Those products must he exported direct ? Yes. Log timber coming in from the south could not 
oe taken to Coff’s Harbour in any case.
1216. The saw-mills are located on the river solely to cheapen transit ? Yes.
1217. You do not fear the competition of Coff’s Harbour ? No.
1218. Do you honestly think that this district is suffering in any way at the present time because of the
want of a better entrance to the river ? It is suffering from the want of competition. We have a
monopoly here, and freights are high; but I think that when the proposed works are carried out we shall 
have an opposition boat.
1219. But if the JN'orth Coast Co. can deal with the whole of the traffic of the river by sending a boat a 
week, why should an opposition boat come here? Well, the farmers applied to the company for the 
reduction of rates, but they were told that there could not be a reduction until the bar was improved.
1220. The bar has been improved, but there has been no reduction ? Yes. Of course, it can be further 
improved.
1221. Do you think that if the entrance is made absolutely good, there is certain to be an opposition 
service, and that then the rates would have to come down ? Yes. In regard to the temporary bank which 
is being made, I think that stone ought to be used where they are only using sand. There is a lot of stuff 
at the quarry which could be brought down and used at very little cost.
1222. Are the settlers here in a prosperous condition ? Fairly so.
1223. Are their farms mortgaged like so many farms in other districts ? A few are mortgaged • but a
number of them are very comfortably off. ° ° ’
1224. If the State undertakes these works, will the Government money be spent for the purpose of 
relieving financial institutions, or win the people holding the land be directly benefited? The people 
holding the land would be directly benefited if improved means of communication were given.
1225. At the present time all the produce of the district can be sent away by sea ? Yes ; but it is taken
away very slowly, and, this being a hot climate, maize deteriorates and becomes very weevilly before the 
end of the season. J
1226. How long will maize keep in the cob here ? It does not keep very well until late in the season.
As-the weather gets warmer the weevils increase.

1227.

1
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J. Pollock. 1227. Will it meet the case if steamers can always enter and leave the river, or must you have them
.----^coming up as far as Fernmount r Jr, would be a great advantage to have the steamer coming to lern-

28 May, 1893. mount, and it would not be difficult to provide for that. I think there are only three flats between here 
and the Heads.
1228. Do not a great many of the farms lie above Fernmount? Tes.
1229. What advantage would it be to the people owning those farms for the steamer to come to Fernmount ?
There would be a saving in drogering. They could cart their produce to Fernmount. _
1230. Tou think the farmers pay for the droghering, although they are not specifically charged for it ? Tes.

3’6 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

MONDAY, 30 MAY, 1898.
\The Sectional Committee met at “ Barratt's Hotel” Bellinger Heads, at 2'30 y>.m.]

Jtosmt: —
CHAELES ALFEED LEE, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G. | Henry Clarke, Esq.
Frank Farnell, Esq. .

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at the Bellinger Eiver.

David Houison, District Engineer, in charge of the Macleavr, Hastings, and Camden Haven Districts,
sworn, and examined :—

D. Houison. 1231. Chairman.'] The harbour works at the Bellinger are under your supervision, the Bellinger being
,----*—■—N within your district? Tes; these works have been under my supervision since May, 1895.

30 May, 1898. 1232. When were they commenced? Shortly after 1890. _ _ .
1233. All the work that has been done here has been done under your supervision? No ; Mr.Brownrigg 
had charge of the work at first, and I superseded him.
1231. How much of the work was completed wdien you came here ? About 2,000 feet of the southern 
training-wall. We were just commencing to go above the w'harf. . _
1235. What was the state of the bar at that time ? It was in a terrible condition. To get out,, vessels
had to take a most circuitous course, going right round the end of the wharf. The southern training-wall 
was at that time about 1,100 feet short of its present length, and vessels had to go round the end of the
wall in a southerly direction as far as a ballast heap, and then to turn round and go almost due north,
crossing the bar in a direction between north and north-east. . _
1236. What was the depth of water on the bar at that time ? I think about 4 feet 9 inches at low water.
1237. The starting-point of the channel going out of the river was about the point marked “ A on the 
map ; then it followed round the ballast heap marked “ B,” making a sharp turn when nearly due north 
to the point marked “ C ” ? Tes.
1238. What effect had the extension of the southern training-wall upon the bar ? It had no effect upon
the bar until we pass the line of the ballast heap marked “ B.” _
1239. Tou think that that ballast heap had a considerable effect upon the channel ? Tes ; it held the
water. When we got past the line of the ballast heap with the wall the channel broke straight out, going 
north-east. .
1240. Has the bar shown an inclination to shift round to the south again? No ; it has moved very little
to the south since. _ .
1241. Do you attribute the improvement of the bar to the extension of the southern training-wall ? Tes,
solely to that. _ .
1242. Has the construction of the southern training-wall increased the depth of water ? Tes, along its
whole length. The only place wre have had to dredge is a little bit below the wharf, where the North Arm 
water left a slight deposit. . _
1243. In 1896, the northern spit completely overlapped the position of the southern traming-wall ? Tes, 
by about 300 feet. It was only 100 feet from the end of the wall as we were bringing it out.
1244. That spit was dry at low-water ? Tes.
1245. Since the wall has been constructed it has been completely removed ? Tes.
1246. At that time no part of the northern wall had been made ? No; that has only been commenced 
this year.
1247. About how manv feet of the northern wall have already been made ? Between 2,300 and 2,400 
feet.
1248. The wall has been carried as far as the point marked “ D ” ? Tes ; three or four pegs round the

. turn. .
1249. Have you noticed any perceptible difference in the channel alongside that wall ? Tes ; the opening 
between the sand-spit and the end of the wall prevents the wall from having any effect just at present. 
The old channel followed along the island.
1250. The northern wall has not been continued sufficiently far to have any influence ? No. .
1251. Do you think that when the northern wall is brought out abreast of the southern wall its effect will
be to keep the channel entirely clear ? Tes, and when the inner training-walls at the south-east end of 
the island are finished. ,
1252. That will lead to the removal of the sand patch that now exists in the channel? Tes, I think so.'
1253. Do you anticipate that then you will have a good channel from the south-eastern end of the island ? 
Tes.
1254. What depth do you think you will get at low-water ? About 7 feet.
1255. Will that be inside ? On the northern wall. We have 12 feet on the southern wall now.
1256. Is it probable that you will have more than 7 feet along the northern wall when the scour is 
confined ? I do not think so, except towards the end, where I expect to get 12 feet.
1257. In what position will the bar be kept then ? It will go out direct from the two walls.
1258. Do you expect to obtain a uniform depth of water on the bar ? Tes, though it will always be ridgy.
1259. What will be the depth ? We ought to have 9 feet outside at low water. 1260.
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1260. So far as the design of the work is concerned have you adhered to the course followed hy Nature— D. Houison.
simply improving the channel without diverting it ? Tes ; the channel all along the island, on the main. '“n
arm, has been dredged. J
1261. In place of making a short cut you have keptto Nature’s channel and improved it? Tes.
1262. Are there any records to show that there was ever any other channel ? At one time the river went 
•out much further tp the south, right underneath the hill upon which the pilot-station stands.
1263. There is no headland to form part of the Bellinger entrance ? No.
1264. How does the Bellinger bar compare with the other bars on the coast ? It is one of the best of the
■small river bars now. 1
1265. It is by no means a difficult bar to improve ? No.
1266. It is of no very great width ? No.
1267. Once a reliable scour is set up there will be no difficulty in maintaining a sufficient depth ? I do 
not think so.
1268. Do you think that there is any danger of the proposed works being destroyed by the river making a 
breach through the spit to the north at any point ? No; Ido not think that anything will destroy the 
works.
1269. Tour design is to confine the whole of the water between walls so as to create a scour;—if the 
river should make another opening for itself it would undoubtedly destroy your works ? Tes.
1270. The Committee, this morning, inspected part of the terrace opposite the northern entrance to Back 
Creek ;—is there any fear of the sea or the river breaking through there ? I do not think so.
1271. Tou think it is quite unnecessary to protect that place ? Tes.
1272. Coming further southdown that sand-spit toa point about one-third of the distance between the end 
of the temporary embankment and the spit, the entrance is very narrow ? Tes, it is narrow there, and it 
is narrow a little above that place. A great erosion was caused by the sea there during the last gale.
1273. But the beach there is in much the same state as it has always been in ? I do not think there is 
much alteration in it.
1274. Was the river ever known to go through there? I never heard of its doing so.
1275. Narrow as that strip of land is, it has stood for a very long time ? Tes. _ _
1276. After the northern training-wall is completed, is it probable that the space between it and the spit 
will be filled up ? It is intended to pump sand from the channel to help to fill up that place.
1277. But'in any case is not that place likely to silt up ;—is not the sand likely to pile there just as it has 
piled up on the southern side of the southern training-wall ? Tes; though to the south the ocean is 
piling up the sand ; where you speak of there will be no agency of that kind. Still, whatever sand is 
pumped out of the channel will be deposited behind the northern wall. That wall goes into a depth of 
12 feet now. The stone of the southern wall went down as much as 25 feet; it went right down on to 
the pipeclay.
1278. In constructing the southern wall you always had a scour at the end of it ? Tes.
1279. And a deep scour ? Twenty-five feet.
1280. On the northern side you are working in very much shallower water ? Tes.
1281. Do you get a scour there as you work along ? Tes ; the scour has followed us all the way down, 
and it gets deeper as we go on.
1282. The inference is that this scour will eventually eat away the sand-spit in front of you ? Tes.
1283. That will give you a straight run out? Tes.
1284. Tou have no reason to believe that you are mistaken in that opinion ? No. _ _
1285. Tou have had sufficient practical experience to be satisfied with the correctness of your opinion ?
Tes.
1286. At the upper end of the northern training-wall, you are now constructing a temporary bank by 
means of a sand-pump dredge ? Tes.
1287. How has that bank stood ? It broke away upon one occasion when there was a very high tide.
The tide rose nearly 7 feet 3 inches, and broke through. '
1288. Did the opening remain very long ? Not very long. ‘ _
1289. What was the effect of the break-through upon the bar ? The bar deteriorated at once. The day 
after the breach was closed the bar improved again.
1290. If a wall were made for about 3,200 feet from a point where the country is described on the map as a
“ green and timbered patch” to the upper end of the northern training-wall, would not that make a much 
more secure job than the temporary bank ? No doubt; but a sand-bank which we made on the Macleay 
has lasted for two years with the sea beating against it. _
1291. When the sea broke through the temporary bank was the bank as large as it is now ? No ; it was 
hardly, finished at the spot where the breakaway took place. We intend to raise the middle of the bank 
by manual labour, and to protect it with fascines.
1292. Do you think that that will make it sufficiently strong for all purposes? Well, I do not like it 
myself. I am carrying out departmental instructions.
1293. In the event of the present work being adhered to, should it be necessary in the future to make a ' 
wall such as I have spoken of, I suppose it could be done without in anyway interfering with the general 
design of the scheme ? Tes.
1294. Would not a breach in the sand-bank give you a very bad bar? Tes, at the present time; but 
when we close the training-wall on to its terminal point there will be very little, if any, risk of a breach.
1295. What is about the length of the temporary bank ? About 1,500 feet.
1296. If it were necessary to make a wall such as I have referred to, I presume that it could be made of 
smaller stone than you are now using ? Tes.
1297. How have the inner walls stood ? Very well; we have had very little settlement.
1298. What has been the result of the wash of the sea on the southern training-wall ? It has had 
scarcely any effect. That wall has to be raised to a height of 12 feet at its outer end.
1299. Are you making half-tide walls here ? No; the walls all go above the rise of the tide. The . 
southern training-wall was originally a half-tide wall, but we raised it.
1300. About how much further do you propose to extend the southern wall ? Only 60 feet.
1301. Do you think that that will be sufficient ? I should like to see it extended another 200 feet, because 
I think that would give us more control of the bar. The Engineer-in-Chief, however, was afraid that the

stone
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stone we are using was not good enough, though up to the present we have not had it displaced by the 
sea. We have had settlements, but they have been caused by the scouring away of the sand, and always 
occur.
1302. Has the sand been scoured down to the bed-rock ? The southern wall goes down to pipeclay.
1303. That wall is now standing on a solid foundation ? Tes.
1304. And the sand is well packed against it on the southern side ? Tes; though there is a slight channel 
into the bay at the back.
1305. When the northern wall is made you will have two solid walls ? Tes.
1306. Tou are getting your stone from the quarry about 8 miles up the South Arm, at a place oppositePicket Hill Creek? Tes. p pp
1307. The stone is quarried and placed into position by the contractor? Tes.
1308. Do you think an improvement could be made upon the present system of doing the work? No ; 
there is no other way of doing it.
1309. How would you describe the stone you are using ? It is slaty stone.
1310. Does it stand well ? Tes ; it hardens in the water.
1311. Is it not likely to slip about a good deal because of its flat surface ? No ; it slips about very little. 
The stones are generally laid on the flat. We have taken a section of the bank, and it runs out very 
fairly.
1312. The stones are deposited by hand ? Tes ; and there is a crane for placing the big stones in position. 
As they get up to the tidal level they have to use the crane.
1313. Is there a sufficient supply of stone at the quarry ? Tes.
1314. Have you reason to believe that if the proposed works are carried out vessels such as those now 
trading here will have access to the river at all ordinary times ? Tes ; the bar is improving every year. 
There has been an immense improvement during the last year or eighteen months.
1315. Tou propose to give a channel for vessels as far as the Government wharf? Tes.
1316. That is all that these works are intended to do ? Tes ; to keep the mouth of the river open.
1317. If it becomes necessary to deepen the river to allow vessels to go up as far as Pernmount, that would 
mean a further expenditure ? That work would have to be done with a dredge.
1318. The present proposal in no way affects the upper ])art of the river ? Not in any way.
1319. Do you think that the wall at the eastern end of the island will assist in creating a scour between the 
northern wall and the island ? Tes; it will prevent a great deal of the trouble which is now caused by 
the water of the Main Arm breaking across and depositing sand in front of the southern training-wall.
1320. Between the South Arm and the Main Arm there is a long tongue of sand? Tes.
1321. The stone wall at the south-east end of the island will remove that sand? Tes. I have not seen 
the river under its best conditions, because there has not been a flood since I have been in the district.
1322. The North Arm is subject to heavy floods at times ? Tes.
1323. What will!be the effect of a flood ? I do not think it would affect the work.
1324. Do you think the fascines will stand ? I think so.
1325. What depth of water have you on the bar to-day ? Six feet at low-water.
1326. Does the bar vary much in depth ? Five or six weeks ago I got a telegram telling me that there 
was only 4 ft. 9 in. on the bar. I was here next day and took soundings, and got 9 feet.
1327. The southern training-wall was then pretty well where it is now? Tes. That was after a southerly 
gale. It formed a sand-spit across it, but the sand was gone next day.
1328. Tou have had soundings taken recently ? Soundings were taken yesterday.
1329. What did they show ? Six feet at dead low-water.
1330. What is the greatest depth now ? Between 10 and 11 feet at spring tide.
1331. Do you think that the sand-spit on the southern side is growing? No ; it is receding.
1332. How has that been brought about ? By the current. As the tides “make” this week they will 
probably take it away altogether.
1333. Will the extension of the two training-walls prevent the creation of these spits ? I think so.
1334. It is at that point that the bar commences ? Tes.
1335. Will you meet with deep water close enough to the bar to enable you to get a proper “ spill” for 
the sand ? Tes ; the water there deepens very rapidly. Tou get 8, 9, and 12 feet in three successive dips.
1336. If the sand is carried out in deep water, wil} the current take it away north ? Tes.
1337. It will then be thrown up on the beach ? Tes.
1338. Tou are not afraid of the creation of an outer bar ? No.
1339. How long will it take to complete these works if they are sanctioned ? About three years, I 
should think.
1340. Is any large expenditure upon plant involved ? No ; the cost of the work is calculated upon contract 
prices.
1341. Tou find those prices satisfactory ? Tes ; we are paying 3s. 9d. a ton for the stone.
1342. In your opinion, if the works are carried out as proposed, there will be sufficient water here for all 
practical purposes ? Tes ; I think the depth would be ample for the trade of the district.
1343. Mr. Roberts?^ Do I understand you to say that iu 1895, when you first came to the Bellinger, there 
were only 4 feet 9 inches on the bar ? Well, the depth varied ; but when I have been out there that is 
what I have got.
1344. Did the “ Hosedale” trade here then ? No.
1345. How was the produce of the district got away ? In small steamers, I think. .
1346. What would be the depth at high tide? About 8 feet.
1347. What do the sailing vessels that trade to the river draw ? I think about 7 feet 6 inches, or 8 feet 
when loaded.
1348. So that the trade of the district was not seriously interfered with then ? No ; it was the circuitous 
route that vessels had to take to go out that caused the trouble.

■1349. Was the entrance then regarded as absolutely dangerous ? Very dangerous. Mr. Hickson, who 
was then Engineer-in-Chief, came in with us in 1896, and he thought it most dangerous.
1350. Was there not a period in 1896 when the entrance to the river was absolutely closed ? I do not 
know that the entrance was ever absolutely closed, except for about three weeks.
1351. Is that when the farmers were compelled to send their produce to Coff’s Harbour? Tes. The
Nambucca was closed at the same time. 1352.
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13o2. To what was that state of things attributable—to the south-east gales P Sometimes north-east D. Houison. 
weather is very bad for the bar. It depends upon the direction the bar is taking. ^
1353. Beiore the training-walls were made, the bar constantly altered ? Tes : it was never in one place 30 Ma7>1898- for two days together.
1354. Is there anything to complain about now in that regard ? No. The bar is further north than we 
have seen it tor the last twelve months ; but it is now working back again.
1355 Would that be due to the recent stormy weather on the coast ? Well, the southerly gales would affect it. ’jo

1356. With regard to the stone obtained from the quarrv we visited this morning, is it the best that can
be procured m the district ? Yes, at the price. "
1357. Is there not granite to be obtained within some miles of here? Yes ; but it is very difficult ofaccess. J
1358. Would it be expensive to get ? It would probably cost 7s. a ton.
1359. Would a tramway have to be made to the place ? Yes.
1360. Is that what would make it expensive to get ? That would help to make it expensive. When Mr.
■Carleton was here the other day he spoke about having a look-round for other stone. There is stone up 
the Ticket Kill Creek, and they talk of dredging the creek to get it.
1361. Is not the stone you have now regarded as satisfactory ? We cannot get it big enough. Its specific
gravity is nearly as much as that of granite. o o & i _
1362. If it is found necessary to construct breakwaters will you require larger stone ? Teg.
1363. With regard to the erosion on the north spit, by the sea, that you spoke of, is it not likely that 

Sm?mer’ wh,e? north-east weather prevails, the beach will be restored to its original state ? Yes.
1364. Ihere need be no apprehension of the sea washing through ? I do not think so.
i occ’ l!-a<lerstalld that the temporary bank is not yet finished ? It is not more than half-finished.
1366 Will it not be much less expensive than a training-wall of stone ? Yes ; it will only cost one-third 
•ot what stone will cost. The northern training-wall is expected to cost £12,000, for a length of 6,000 
i qpV ^hlle our estimate of the cost of the temporary bank, which will be 1,500 feet long, is £1,000.
1367. I understood you to say that you do not altogether like this bank ;—having in view, however, the 
extra cost of a stone-wall, do you not think it might be well be given a trial ? Yes.

^ v.- T^61’6 water °n the bar now at low tide ;—what does that give at high tide ? During
t e highest spring tides we have a rise of 5 feet; but you can allow 4 feet as the average rise for a high 
tide. We allow 3 feet 6 inches. 8
1369. Is the rise and fall the same all the year round? No ; it varies. With a south-west wind you get 
a, very high tide, and with a south-east wind you get a very slight tide.
1370. What about north-east weather ? That scarcely nffects the tides at all. The inference is that a south
west-wind backs up the southerly current which runs along the coast.

tides higher in winter than they are in summer, because of the prevalence of westerly 
weather m winter ? No ; in the winter the highest tides are at night, while in summer they occur during

1372. Is the Hosed ale always able to load inside the river now P Yes.
1373. Have you ever known her to load outside? No.
1374. Has she only been running since the improvements to the entrance have taken place ? Yes. I do 
not know what steamer was running when I first came here.
1375. Mr. Olarke.~] Are not similar works on some of the other rivers carried out by day labour ? Yes ; 
the works on the Macleay, and at Camden Haven are carried out by day labour. The works on the

are ca™e.<^' 0l1^ contract, the price being Id. a ton less than we are paying here.
1376. Do you consider the day-labour system equal to or superior to the contract system ? I prefer the
day-labour system. *
1377. Upon what grounds ? Because the actual cost of the work is less. On the Macleay our stone has 
cost us up to the present time about 3s. 6d. a ton, the cost of plant being included. Here we pay 3s. 9d. 
a ton, and the contractor owns the plant.
1378. When the scheme is finished, is it proposed to close Back Creek so as to allow a large volume of
water to come down the North Arm ? Yes ; I should like to close Back Creek now.
1379. Have you had any borings taken on the bar? No.
1380. Have you any reason to suppose that as the bar scours you will meet with a reef? No.
1381. It is purely a sand-bar ? Yes ; 28 feet deep at least.
1382. As you have nothing but sand to deal with, you need only to provide a scour and Nature will do 
the rest. Yes. The contract for the stone is terminable by a month’s notice by either side.

MIKUTES OP EVIDENCE—HARBOUR WORKS AT BELLINGER RIVER. 39

Walter Darwin Higgins, Inspector of Works, Bellinger Heads, sworn, and examined :—
1383. Chairman.'] How long have you been here ? Since 1893. W.D.Hiorrins.
1384. Mr. Roberts.] Did you come here when these harbour works were commenced? A few months after a °
they were commenced. I came here in June, 1893. SOltly, 1898.
1385. Did not the works commence in 1890 or 1891 ? Not under contract.
1386. When you came here what work had been done, and what was going on ? The southern training- 
WaQ'?Wnrn.<^0WIL a^ou^ -^OO or 1,300 feet from the wharf on the eastern side as a half-tide wall.
1387. The rest of the work that we see has been done under your supervision ? Yes.
1388. Both below and above the wharf ? Yes.
1389. How many feet have you to go with the northern training-wall to complete it ? About 3,000 feet.
1390. How long do you think it will take to complete it ? It is very hard to say. It depends so much 
upon the scour at the end of the wall. We have as much as 35 feet of water at the end of the southern 
training-wall at times, and a similar scour at the end of the northern training-wall will produce similar results.
1391. Will the next 2,000 feet be more difficult to construct than the part already made ? The length to . 
be made will probably be more expensive than the length already made, because of the greater depth of

1392. What depth of water was there on the bar when you came here ? I hardly remember, but the
steamer used to get in and out. . 1393.
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W.D.Higgins. 1393. "Was the “ Rosedale ” trading to tho Bellinger in those days ? Tes. When I came here, ms ea
,----*—~\ of the “ Rosedale ” being able to get up to the wharf, she had to lie about 1,600 or 2,000 feet down the

30 May, 1898. wai]) anci the drogher used to load her there. _
1391. Did she come in at high-water ? Tes, always at high-water.
1395. And left again at high-water ? Tes. , n
1396. Has she to wait for high-water now ? I have known her to go out before it was high tide. _
1397. That shows that the bar has improved? Tes. Dor a time it was very crooked.^ I have seen the leading 
marks for the bar placed on the southern spit. The northern spit extended right across the present 
entrance, and past the end of the southern training-wall. Between the end of the southern training-wall 
and the northern spit there were only 100 feet, so that when the steamer came down the inner side o e 
second training-wall she had to pass across the end of it, go south for some distance, and then, making a 
sharp turn, go out in a northerly direction. Now the leading marks are placed about 150 yards south ot 
the pilot station. '
1398. Chairman] What does that show? That the effect of the southern training-wall has. been to 
straighten the channel. As soon as we got the wall past the ballast heap referred to by Mr. Houison, the
bar straightened. . . .
1399. Mr. Roberts] Tou feel satisfied that the effect of the southern training-wall has been to improve 
the bar in the way you have indicated? Tes ; at the present time the bar is more to the north than it
has been for a long while. ,
1400. What is your opinion of the stone that is used for these works ? I think it has answered very 
well. It does very well for the inside work and hardens by exposure. Slime forms on it, and weeds and
shells grow on it very quickly. • . , , f
1401. Have you had much experience in works of this kind ? Not exactly m connection with works ot 
this kind, but I have had a great deal to do with harbour and marine surveying.
1402. Are you able to say if 3s. 9d. a ton is a satisfactory price to pay for stone ? xt seems to me a 
reasonable price. The quarry is a long distance from the work.
1403. Having been on the river now for four years, can you say whether any part of the proposed scheme 
might be dispensed with ? The facing to the bank on the south arm is decidedly necessary.
1404. What sort of work is that to be ? Small stone will do for that work.
1405. Tou think that that is necessary to prevent the erosion of the bank ? Tes.
1406. The training-walls at the south-eastern end of the island are essential ? Tes.
1407. Do you regard the southern inner training-wall as absolutely necessary ? Tes ; I do not see any
objection to the design. o tvt x-i:1408. Tou know of nothing that could be dispensed with for the sake ot economy ? No; not it the
scheme is to be a success. . ,
1409. How long have they been at work on the temporary sandbank ? I think about three months. Ihey 
had to fill in a break which occurred twice.
1410. How long ago is that ? About two months ago.
1411. The work was then not so far advanced as it is now ? No. . ,
'1412. Do you think that when completed that bank will prove effective ? That bank was decidedly 
wanted. At the time it was commenced there was a probability of the bar breaking across the north spit, 
and it has had the effect of throwing the water of the Main Arm over towards the island, and down on to 
the southern training-wall.
1413. The temporary bank will be much less expensive than a stone wall ? Tes.
1414. Do you regard it as a wise experiment ? Tes. _ . _ T ^
1415. Do you think there is any danger of the ocean breaking through the northern sand-spit. Ido 
not, because what is taken away in one gale is made up by another. Of course, that spit is very narrow.
1416. Chairman] The entrance to the Bellinger is merely a channel through a sandbank. Tes.
1417. There is no rocky headland on either side? No.
1418. In the course of years the river may have flowed out anywhere from 500 yards south to 500 yards
north of the present opening? That is quite possible. .
1419. These works are designed to prevent an alteration of the entrance ? Tes.
1420. And to keep the bar in its present position ? Tes. I think that the northern sand-terrace will be
considerably strengthened by the filling up behind the northern training-wall. The southern sand-spit has 
widened considerably since the southern wall has been made. _ , i £ j xx
1421. There is a shallow patch in the channel about a third of the distance_ between the wharf and the 
outer end of the southern training-wall;—what is the reason for that? It is formed during the low tides 
we have had recently, and it will probably disappear with the first spring-tide.
1422. Tou have deep water at the wharf ? We are down to the rock there. .... .
1423. Is not the shallow patch to which I refer caused by the erosion of the sand-spit which comes down 
between the southern and the northern training-walls ? There is a sort of gutter through the sand-spit 
you speak of, and the tide fetches a certain amount of sand down and deposits it upon meeting the water
of the South Arm. „, , 1 . j <11424. Do you think that the’sand will continue to be deposited when the northern wall has been completed .
I do not. .
1425. Have you known any of the ocean steamers to load outside the bar ? No.
1426. How long is it since the vessels had to load away from the wharf ? I think that was m 1893 or 1894.
1427. What vessel came here then ? The “ Rosedale.” _ , <• x- x x
1428. What depth of wrater had you at the wharf then ? There was a spit below the wharf which has now
disappeared. .

. 1429. And since then the steamer has been able to load at the wharf ? Tes, always.

Robert Stuart .McDougall, sworn, and further examined:—
B. g. 1430. Chairman] Is there anything you would like to add to your previous evidence r With respect to 

McDougall. improvement of the trade of the river, I can speak from experience. That improvement has been very
,----A'-—great since the harbour works were commenced. These works were agitated for tor a number of years,

30 May, 1898. ^^ before they were commenced we were in a very bad state. At the time the channel went due south
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to the grassy headland which is generally known as Hungry Head, about a mile and a half from the wharf. R. S. 
The “ William Heslitt” was wrecked there about 1870. Prom there it came back until it broke out a little McDougall. 
to the north of the present wharf. There was no reliance to be placed on it at all. ----
1431. To-day there are heaps of ballast lying on the sand to the south of the southern training-wall, 30 M'a-’1S9S‘ 
showing the route previously taken by sailing vessels ? Yes ; and the steamer “ Manly,” which used to
come there, took the same route.
1432. You have seen the channel gradually work north to its present position ? Yes ; and I have seen it 
still further north.
1433. It has remained stationary for some years now ? Yes, pretty well. A number of people came here 
with their little savings, and selected land, but one-fourth of them are gone now, and the Banks and other 
people have got that land. They spent everything; but they could not maintain their wives and families 
in the district, because of the high freight which was'charged in consequence of the bad state of the bar.
Since the harbour works have been commenced, however, people have taken heart again, and have gone 
into various industries. At one time we had to pay 3s. 6d. a bag to send maize away, and we still complain 
•that the rate is higher than that charged on any other part of the coast. The rate charged on the Richmond, 
which is nearly twice the distance from Sydney, is only Is. a bag, while we have to pay Is. 6d- a bag.
Then, too, although the steamer communication is better than it used to be, we still have cause for complaint 
there. There is nothing to prevent the steamer coming regularly if the company choose to send it; but 
they send it to other places, and neglect us. T should like to see the river dredged, so that ocean boats 
might go up to Pernmount. That would bring about a reduction of rates, and people would be able to 
make a living more easily. At the present time the extra 6d. per bag which we are charged on our maize 
is a heavy item. To my sons it makes a difference of about £30. If the ocean boats could go to Pern- 
mount, they would save that amount.
1434. If the proposed works were carried out, and you were given a reliable port, would not that greatly 
relieve the district ? Yes, because then the company could have no excuse for neglecting it.
1435. Mjr. Olarlcc.~\ And you would have competition ? Yes. At the present time they go out at night 
as often as in the daytime.
143(3. What you want is a reliable means of communication with proper markets ? Yes.
1437. If these works give you that, you will be satisfied ? Yes ; if the works are carried out as designed, 
we should have one of the best bars on the coast.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE---- HARBOUR WORKS AT BELLINGER RIVER. ... 41

Andrew Black, hotel-keeper, Pernmount, sworn, and further examined:—
1438. Chairman^] Have you anything to add to your former evidence ? I wish to say that before anything A. Black, 
was done here we had a good bar; but it was continually altering. It would be good, and then it would y
become bad, and it would be three months before we could get in or out. It is everything to the steamers 30 May, 1898. 
to have a straight channel. I have known it to happen that there has been 30 feet of water here for a fort
night. Then the river would break out in two places, and for three months we would have no entrance 
at all. It is of immense advantage to keep the channel straight.

Alfred Edwin Ellis, saw-mill proprietor and storekeeper, Bellinger Heads, sworn, and examined
148Q. Mr. Clarke.'] How long have you been a resident of the Bellinger ? For four months. A. E. Ellis.
1440. You have had previous experience of the river, as well as of other parts of the coast? Yes.
1441. Have you known vessels to find it difficult to get into and out of the Bellinger ? Yes. 30 May, 1898.
1442. What has been the effect of the harbour works already carried out? They have been very beneficial.
1443. Do you think the proposed extension will further improve the entrance ? I think so. My 
opinion differs a little from what I have heard as to the effect of a wide entrance. I have had a good 
deal of mining experience ; and in connection with the diversion of channels for sluicing purposes, and 
so on, I have often found that where you had only a certain amount of water from a natural entrance the
best way was to assist it. Here you expect to have an opening 500 feet wide ; but the natural entrance ■ 
seems to me to be about 200 feet wide ; and in my opinion in trying to make it 500 feet wide you will get 
a sandspit right down the middle of the channel, and thus divide the water. Of course the engineers say 
that a greater scour will be provided. . J
1444. Your cdntention is that the channel should only be 200 feet wide ? AYell, very much less than 500 
feet. The more you confine it the better, in my opinion.
1445. What is your opinion in regard to the rest of the scheme ? I do not see the necessity for the centre
wall. Prom what I can see, the water will stick to the stone walls. There is always a scour in front of a 
wall and a deep channel alongside it. In my opinion, the termination of the centre wall is not near enough 
to the bar. 1:1
I44G. Do you think the scheme will do good ? Yes ; I am of Mr. Houison’s opinion that the southern 
training-wall should be extended out 200 feet instead of 60 feet. lYhen I came here, four months a,ro 
there was deep wrater right up the channel to the end of the wall, but the last gale brought the sand rmht 
across the front of the wall. • ° °
1447. Do you think there is any danger of the sea breaking through the terrace on the north side of the 
entrance? I do not think so. I think that the breach will fill up'again after north-east winds. During 
the last gale the sea encroached a little, but the next gale may fill the place up again.
1448. You are chiefly engaged in the timber trade ? Yes. °
1449. You have a large saw-mill on the South Arm ? Yes. - ■
1450. I suppose there is enough timber here to enable you to go on working for several years ? Yes.
1451. The better the bar the cheaper the rates will be ? Yes ; we have had high rates to contend against
hitherto. At Nambucca, since the last gale, they have raised the rates 3d. per 100 feet. °
1452. I suppose the timber trade is likely to be a permanent industry here? Its present prospects are
better than we have had for a long time. r
1453. You are also engaged in storekeeping ? Yes.
1454. Can you give the Committee any information as to the value of the imports of the Bellino-er ? Ho
I cannot. I have not been here long enough to form any idea. ° ’
1455. Your trade is increasing? My trade is increasing.

46 («)—P 145P-
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A. E. Ellis. 1456. And the same remark would probably apply to tbe business of other people on the river ? Tes.
A-'“\ I expect to do a good business here. I expect to have at least five sailing vessels trading here. During 

.30 May, 1898. ]ag£ fortnight I sent away about 100,000 feet of timber in two vessels.
1457. Do you send timber anywhere besides Sydney ? No ; it all goes to Sydney. If we could ship
direct from here to the Islands, to Townsville, and other places we could do a good business. If vessels 
drawing 9 or 10 feet could come here we could do a very large and profitable export trade with hardwood, 
but now, when we wish to send to Townsville, Noumea, and places like that, we have to send first to 
Sydney and trans-ship. We have been paying 3s. up to recently and now we have to. pay 2s. 9d. together 
with the charge from Sydney. •
1458. That is a great drawback to the trade ? Tes.
1459. It is supposed that when the entrance is improved, vessels drawing 10 feet of water would be able to 

. come here jvithout much difficulty ? I think that would happen if the wall is taken further out. I do not
think the bar will improve if the wall is only carried out 60 feet.
1460. There are large jetties at Coff’s Harbour and Woolgoolga, and I believe the rates from there are 
higher than from here ? I do not think that that is so. I think that the rates there have been increased 
by 3d. The insurance companies will not take any responsibility for sailing vessels going there. They 
could get the same rates as we have if they could get sailing vessels to go there, but the insurance 
companies will not take the risk and consequently the few steamers which trade there have a monoply.
1461. What do you think of the proposal to construct a railway from Ealeigh to Coff’s Harbour ? 1 do
not think I shall live to see that railway made.
1462. Would it be of any value to the people here at the Heads or to the people up the river ? 1 do not

. think so. .
1463. Tou think that such a railway would be an expensive undertaking and would not give much benefit
to the people ? It would give no benefit to the people. This year and succeeding years will show an 
increase in the trade of the Bellinger. Our output will be quite as large as that of any other mill on the 
coast. . .
1464. Tou think that dairying is likely to make rapid strides here ? I think so.
1465. Will it be profitable P I think that in a few years time this will be a splendid district. We are 
handicapped now because we are paying Is. 6d.. a bag for maize, whereas on the Clarence they are paying 
only 9d. a bag, and on the Macleay, only Is. per bag.
1466. Has the value of land here improved very much ? I know that it has improved in the township of 
Urunga. When I came here you could buy the allotments at the upset price ; but with the expectation of 
a saw-mill going up some of them realised 400 and 500 per cent. more.
1467. The same remark would not apply to farming land ? No.
1468. Is labour plentiful here or are the people well employed ? I think that they are. I think that the 
people on this river are as well off as those of any community I have been into.
1469. I heard this morning that it was difficult to get labour here? Well, I called tenders for the building 
of a house, and I did not get one. It is almost as a compliment that a tradesman does work for you. I 
am thinking of sending to Sydney for tenders.
1470. H£r. Roberts.~\ How does the timber in the Bellinger district compare with that obtainable on the 
other North Coast rivers? So far, I cannot speak very well of it, but they tell me that what I am getting 
is coming from places too near the coast, and I have been promised the use of the dredge for the improve
ment of the South Arm. There is a lot of timber up there which I think is equal to anything I have seen 
on the coast. I think that the Department made a mistake in constructing a temporary bank of sand 
instead of stone. When the South Arm is dredged I believe I shall be able to get timber equal to any on 
the coast.
1471. Have you carried on business as a sawmill proprietor on any of the other rivers ? I have been at 
Camden Haven for nine years.
1472. How does that timber compare with the Bellinger timber ? In my opinion, it is very much superior.
1473. Are there many saw-mills there ? Five.
1474. Is the timber rapidly being got rid of? There was more timber coming in, and timber of a better 
quality, when I left last Christmas, than there was eight vears ago.
1475. Have the people to go put much further for it now ? No ; they do not appear to be going further 
out, but they are using block and tackle, and are getting timber from rougher places. At one time they 
used only to get the timber from the main spurs, leaving the trees growing in the slopes. Now, they are 
getting that timber with block and tackle, and it is better than the other.
1476. How many miles are they drawing the timber ? I do not think the logs come more than 6 miles, as a 
rule. Occasionally logs come 8 or 9 miles, but that is when they have been got alongside the main road.
1477. How far are you drawing timber on the Bellinger ? I do not think more than 3 miles.
1478. Is there any quantity of it ? I think so. .
1479. Do you buy the timber delivered at the mill ? Tes ; or on the river, as the case may be.
1480. I suppose there is a market price for it delivered at the mill ? Tes, or delivered at the wharf.
1481. Do prices vary much? No; two years ago it was not Is. per 100 feet. Now, we are giving 2s.,
and at the Nambucca mill we are giving 2s. 6d. The price we pay depends a good deal on the quality of 
the timber and upon what we get for it. _
1482. I suppose that teamsters ought to know if you want any timber and ascertain what price they will
get ? Tes. .
1483. "What is the annual export of sawn timber from the Bellinger ? I do not suppose it is more than
500,000 feet, but I expect it to increase to 4,000,000 feet.
1484. How much would the mill at Ealeigh cut ? If he does not cut any faster in the future than he has 
cut up to the present time 500,000 feet will be a good output for him.
1485. How many hands do you employ? Seventeen at the mill.
1486. Do you anticipate that the mill will be kept going all the year round ? I think that it will. Of 
course, including the log-haulers and their families, the mill gives work to a good many.
1487. Do you send much log-timber away? No ; we do not encourage that trade. .
1488. Do you send away telegraph poles ? Tes, I sent some away recently. We go into any kind of
business. _
1489. The timber industry is in a prosperous condition at the present time ? Tes. We are getting ready
another bench to-day, and we shall be using five vessels soon, aiid now we are running three. To-morrow 
we put on five more hands, and then we shall cut-up one-third more timber. 1490.
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1490. Will all these vessels be able to come up to your wharf? If a little dredging is done on the river. Ellis.
At the present time they cannot load fully.
1491. What do they draw ? One draws 8 feet, and there is only 7 feet 6 inches at high water. 30 :May’1898-
1492. Then they have to come in and out at high tide ? Tes, and when the sea is smooth.
1493. Chairman^ There has been a great demand for hardwood timber during the last few years ? Tes.
1494. Tor many years the timber industry was in a most unsatisfactory state ? Two years ago it was in
a most unsatisfactory state. ‘
1495. Tou have only been here about four months? Tes ; but 1 have had a mill on the Hambucca for 
•some years.
1496. If it had not been proposed to improve the entrance to the Bellinger, would you have established a mill 
here? No. If the entrance had been improved earlier there would have been saw-mills here years ago. Mr.
Trank Gruy came here years ago to start a mill, but the bar frightened him. I came here eight years ago.
1497. The timber trade must eventually come to an end;—do you think that the land in this district 
will support a considerable number of settlers ? The settlement of this district has not commenced yet.
1498. Is there land available ? Tes. •
1499. Is there plenty of it ? Tes.
1500. In a district like this, does it not usually happen that the timber-getters, having made a little money, 
settled down in the place ? Tes.
1501. The timber industry leads to the settlement of the district, just as the mining industry does? Tes:
The Government has sold thousands of acres of land at Camden Haven which are not good enough to 
support the people who have bought it, and when once the timber industry is finished they must go. Three 
years ago it was said that there was no more timber at Box Creek. Since then there have been ten or 
twelve teams continuously engaged in hauling it, and the forest is not done yet.
1502. Tou think that here there is plenty of good land available for settlement ? Tes ; in a few years’ 
time the log-haulers will take up selections, and make homes for themselves here. Of course, hitherto, 
they have had no encouragement to do that. Tor farming you must stick to the agricultural land upon 
the river bank. .
1503. Are you of opinion that there is plenty of new land to be brought under cultivation? There is
not land for maize-growing, but there is land for dairying. '
1504. Do you think the Bellinger Biver is thoroughly settled ? No ; it is not half settled.
1505. Is it capable of carrying three times as many people as are here now ? Quite. The land at present 
in occupation would carry three times as many people as there are upon it, while there are thousands of 
acres of good land which has not been improved.
1506. Tou are satisfied as to the future of the district ? Tes.

'1507. Do you think that the prospects of the district warrant the Government in going into the expen
diture necessary to make a good and reliable entrance ? Tes.
1508. Whatever immediate benefit the work would be to people here now, it would be of greater benefit 
to more people in the future ? Tes.
1509. Is there any better way of serving the district ? I do not think so.
1510. Would the North Coast railway be of use to you ? I do not think the people here would avail 
themselves of it.
1511. Could the railway compete against the steamers ? No. Of course, passengers likely to be sea-sick 
would be glad to use the railway ; but traffic would not be carried by train. Tarmers could not afford to 
send their maize that way. Now, too, they can keep their cream for a fortnight, so that it does not make 
any difference to them if the steamer is bar-bound for a short time.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE---- HARBOUR WORKS AT BELLINGER RIVER. 43

Thomas Key Batcliffe, pilot and telephone master, Bellinger River, sworn, and examined:—
1512. CTiairmani\ How long have you held your present position ? Six years from August next. T K Ratcliffe.
1513. Can you give us any information in regard to the trade of the port? The following statement > 
shows the exports and imports of the Bellinger, and the number of arrivals and departures for the vears soMav, 1898 
1892 to 1897:—

Exports, Bellinger Biver, as per Ship Manifest.
1892. 1893.

Exports—
Maize..
Pigs ..
Eggs .. 
Poultry 
Hides .. 
Oysters 
Timber, Hard

(January to December.)

ood—

27,909
2,410

285
185
852
256

Sawn 
Logs 

Cedar ... 
Rosewood 
Beech 
Shingles 
Spokes 
Sleepers 
Bark ...

.. 624,000 

.. 185,000 

.. 266,000 

.. 10,000 

.. 10,857 

.. 4,000

.. 5,800

.. 1,080 

.. 753
Imports—

General cargo 
Coal ... .

Vessels—
1,556

500

bags.

cases.
coops.

bags.

feet.
JJ
3)

33

33

bags.

tons.
33

Arrivals
Departures

107
109

(January to December.)
Exports—

Maize.......................................18,345
Pigs................................... 1,778
Poultry ... ... ... 135
Eggs.................................... 241
Hides... ... ... ... 285
Oysters ... ... ... 160
Butter ... ... ... 104
Sugar................................... 80
Sugar-cane ... ... ... 5
Hardwood Timber—

Sawn ..........................468,900
Logs ... ... ... ..

Cedar... ... ... ... 94,000
Spokes ... ... ... 13,880
Staves... ... ... ... 15,860
Bark ... ... ... ... 34

Imports—
General cargo ... ... 1,365
Coal................................... 215

Vessels—■
Arrivals ... ... ... 67
Departures ... ... ... 68

bags.

coops.
cases.

bags.
kegs.
bags.
bundles.

feet.

feet.

bags.

tons.
33
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T. K. 
Ratcliffe.

SO May, 1898. Exports—
Maize... ...
Pigs.............
Poultry ...
Eggs.............
Hides ... ...
Oysters ...
Butter ...
Sugar... ...
Potatoes ...
Hardwood Timber 

Sawu ...
. Logs ...

Cedar—
Sawn ...
Logs ...

Spokes ...
Staves... ...
Bark ... ...
Beech logs ...
Antimony ...
Sundries ...

Imports—'
General cargo 
Coal.............

Vessels—
Arrivals ...
Departures ...

1894.
(January to December.)

. 27,847 bags.

. 1,399

. 158 coops.

. 302 cases.

. 546

. 186 bags.

. 178 kegs.
. 264 bags.
• 3 „

, 365,500 feet.
. 198,000 „

161,700 feet.
. 6,350 „
, 17,600

2,400
. 30 bags,

15,000 feet.
. 350 tons.
. 200 packages

1,430 tons.
, 500 „

. 71
72

(January to
Exports—

Maize... ... ..
Pigs.......................
Poultry ... ..
Eggs.......................
Hides... ... ..
Butter ... ..
Oysters ... ..
Sugar ... ... ..
Potatoes ... ..
Pruit ... ... ..
Cream... ... ..
Hardwood Timber— 

Sawn ... ..,
Logs ... ...

Cedar— '
Sawn ...
Logs ... ...

Beech logs ... ...
Spokes ... ...
Staves... ... ...
Tallow ... ...
Skins ... ... ...
Bark ... ... ...
Bones... ... ...

1 Hardwood piles ... 
Imports—

General cargo ... 
Coal ... ... ...

Vessels—
Arrivals ... ...
Departures ... ...

1896.
December.)

27,112
1,006

238
342
841
177
249
137
62
81
20

coops.
cases.

kegs.
bags.
mats.
bags.
cases.
cans.

452,718 feet.
63.000 „

137,065 „
57.000 „
21 000 „
i,’ooo
1,000

7 casks. 
3 bales. 

30 bags. 
15 „
33

13,060 tons. 
300 „

94
95

Export—
Maize... ...
Pigs.............
Poultry ...
Eggs ... ...
Hides... ...
Oysters ...
Butter ...
Sugar ... ...
Hardwood Timber 

Logs ...
Sawn ...

Cedar... ...
Spokes ...
Staves... ...
Bark ... ...
Sundries ...

Imports—
General cargo
Coal.............

Vessels—
Arrivals ...
Departures ...

1895.
(January to December.) Exports-

1897.
(January to December.)

... 32,750 

... 1,207

... 213

... 375
... 589
... 119
... 58
... 45

... 257,000 
... 518,500 
... 84,000 
... 11,800 
... 1,000 
... • 20 
... 779

... 1,470

... 320

... 78

... 77
N ote. —Import

bags.

coops.
cases.

bags.
kegs.
bags.

feet.

bags.
packages.

tons.

Maize... ... ... ... 51,518 bags.
Pigs........................ ... 1,603
Poultry ... ... ... 432 coops.
Eggs........................ ... 663 cases.
Hides... ... ... ... 909
Butter ... ... ... 188 cases.
Oysters ... ... ... 185 bags.
Sugar... ... ... ... 198 mats.
Bones... ... ... ... 123 bags.
Cream... ... ... ... 309 cans.
Pruit ... ... ... ... 249 cases.
Hardwood Timber— 

Sawn ... ... ... 515,314 feet.
Logs ..

Cedar—■
Sawn ...
Logs ...

Spokes ...
Bark ... ..
Sundries ...

Imports—
General cargo 
Coal............ .

Vessels—•
Arrivals ... 
Departures ...

tonnage is only approximately correct.

72,000 „

59,274 „
28,500 „
2,000

100 bags.
■342 packages.

1,520 tons 
370 „

93
92

1514. How have you obtained that information ? It has been compiled from the ships’ manifests. The 
imports are only approximate.
1515. In 1S97, 51,500 bags of maize were sent away ? Last year, including what went to Coff’s Harbour, 
I should say that there were 54,000 bags of maize grown in the district.
1516. There is a general opinion throughout the Bellinger district that since the harbour works were 
commenced the people have had more confidence, and there has been more progress;—have you noticed that ? 
I have had reasons to notice it. Before the harbour works commenced the farmers were leaving their 
farms to go to other districts. Since the works were commenced, they have been coming back to the farms 
they left.
1517. Is the bar getting wmrse, or is it improved? It is improving. I think, however, that the southern 
training-wall should be taken out another 200 or 300 feet, so that we may get the full benefit of it.

1518.
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T. K.
Batcliffe.

+l> i' 0 attach any importance to the statement that there is a danger of the ocean breaking through 
e errace o the north of the entrance? I do not think there is any reason to fear that the ocean will 

rea rough anywhere there. I have not seen any signs of it. I was trading here for many years „ before I became pilot. ° J J 30 May, 1898.
^ar was always slufting before the harbour works were commenced? . Tes.

^ o iluPPose is undoubted that the southern training-wall has had the effect of straightening the 
•ft,’ tt, eie x?11 n0 ,<^ou^t Before the wall was finished the steamers had to lie on the tail of

either the southern or the northern spit. Sometimes, when she came in and had taken half her cargo, we 
were two days getting her out again. 8
l5t,21’ T?t,0t °nily haS th®,wal1 straightened the bar, but it has also kept it in position ? Tes. In bad weather, 
when 1 have been unable to take soundings, vessels can come in with safety ; whereas, before the wall was 
made, one could never say how much the bar had shifted. *
j52]2' P"or to construction of the training-wall the bar used to vary in position from I a mile south
t0 f a raile north of the present entrance ? Tes. “
1523. Have there been any wrecks on the bar since the harbour works were started? Tes : two vessels 

ave een wrecked, but at that time the wall was not sufficiently far down to create a scour. The
competed Went r°Ulld the ba kSt heapS Sh°Wn 0D the map’ but [t haS n0t g0Ile SOUth sincethe wall was
1524. Is there a desire to send sailing vessels here ? Before the wall was commenced it was difficult to 
get sailing vessels to come here, but now they jump at the chance if they can get a cargo.
a littleHad th° Maltland gale any effect upon the channel ? No ; except that the South Spit came up

] 52(1 Did it interfere with navigation at all ? The sea interfered with navigation for a day or two, but 
the bar was not made worse. J
1527. Was there any part of the wall destroyed ? No ; you could not see if the sea had affected it.

[One plan.]

Sydney: William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1S93-

46 («)—G
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

HARBOUR WORKS AT HASTINGS RIVER.

REPOET.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
188S, 51 Vic. No. 37, the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 Yic. 
No. 26, and the Public Works (Committees’ Remuneration) Act of 1889, 53 
Vic. No. 11, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon 
“the expediency of constructing Harbour Works at Hastings River,” have, after 
due inquiry, resolved that it is not immediately expedient that all the proposed 
works, as referred to the Committee, should be carried out; but they recommend 
that the southern training-wall now in course of construction he completed; 
and, in accordance with the provision of suh-section (iv) of clause 13 of the 

. Public Works Act, report their resolution to the Legislative Assembly:—

The Hastings River (Oeeicial Statement).
1. The River Hastings, situated about 172 miles north of Sydney, flows 

through agricultural and pastoral country, and has a watershed covering an 
area of 1,390 square miles. At about 6^ miles from the entrance the river 
bifurcates, the main stream running generally south-westerly and the Maria or 
Wilson River north-westerly, these arms being navigable, for vessels drawing 6 feet, 
19 miles (to Morton’s Creek) and 23 miles (to. Ballengara) from the entrance, 
respectively. The total length of the main river from its source to the sea is 
about 110 miles.

A perusal of the official papers, the Committee are informed, shows that in 
February, 1895, the attention of the Hepartment of Public Works was drawn to 
the necessity for improving the river entrance. It was represented that the 
progress of the district had been for many years retarded through being dependent 
on a most uncertain and tedious means of transit to the metropolitan markets, and 
that, until a railway were provided, it was necessary that the obstructions to 
navigation should be removed, better and more fully-equipped boats employed, and 
freights reduced as low as possible. It wras also pointed out that the entrance to 
the Hastings possessed a natural advantage over many of the coastal rivers from the 
fact that it was sheltered by a high headland on the south, and that, consequently, 
a moderate outlay on the construction of training-walls would not only remove 
the dangers attending the small steamers trading to the river, but would render 
navigation practicable for vessels of much larger draught. It was further stated 
that, owing to the close proximity of stone to the site, the cost of the walls should 
not be great.

The matter was referred to the Engineer-in-Chief, and he, in dealing with 
it, considered it expedient that a comprehensive scheme should be designed, but only 
such portions carried out as the present trade requirements of the port justified. The 
estimated cost of the complete scheme was £163,000, and at the time the design and

estimate
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estimate were prepared it was stated that a considerable improvement to the entrance 
would he effected by the construction of western and southern training-walls. An 
expenditure of £11,000 was recommended for commencing the work, but the matter 
was allowed to stand over, and it was not until July, 1896, that Ministerial approval 
was given to the sum of £11,000 being placed on the Loan Estimates, and a tender 
was accepted for stone for a portion of the southern wall, the amount of the tender 
being £7,333.

Description op the Scheme.
2. The complete scheme for the improvement of the river consists of break

waters 650 feet apart at the sides of the river entrance, and low walls extending 
up stream for confining and guiding the river waters, so as to create a scour which 
should deepen the river inside, and, by removing the bar, provide a permanently 
deep channel at the entrance. The walls consist of southern, eastern, and western 
training-walls, an opening being left between the southern wall and the end of the 
western wall to permit of vessels proceeding to and from the town wharf. Up to 
the present, according to the Departmental statement, 385 feet of the southern wall 
has been constructed, at a cost of £900, and of the remainder of the scheme the 
portions now recommended are the completion of the southern wall to the extent 
of 2,315 feet, and the construction of the western wall (8,200 feet), and of 3,000 
feet, or northern portion, of the eastern wall, the estimated cost of which additional 
work is £39,169, but, with the amount of the contract already let, £46,500.

Details op Cost Estimate.
3. The details of the estimated cost of the works it is proposed at present to 

carry out are :—Southern training-wall, £13,915; western training-wall, £20,437 10s.; 
eastern training-wall (northern portion), £9,862 10s.; to which must be added £2,285 
for supervision at 5 per cent.—or, in all, £46,500.

The complete scheme includes, in addition to the items just stated, the 
following :—Southern breakwater, 1,600 feet long, £26,347 10s.; extension of the 
eastern training-wall, 3,300 feet, £10,856 5s.; northern breakwater, 4,000 feet, 
£73,025; or, with 5 per cent, added for supervision, a total of £115,600.

Obstructions to Navigation.
4. The bar at the entrance to the Hastings is stated to be generally 

navigable by the class of vessels trading to Port Macquarie, but with bad weather 
its extent alters considerably, and while there has been as much as 13 feet 
of water upon it, there has been at other times as little as 5 feet. The steamer 
“ Eosedale,” which does most of the trade of the port, draws when loaded 7 ft. 6 in. 
Inside the entrance, and between the north sandspit and the site of the proposed 
western training-wall, are two patches of sand with a narrow channel between them 
known locally as “ the crossing,” where there is generally about 9 feet of water. 
Except in one case, the Committee are informed, there has not been for some years 
past an instance of a vessel meeting with any serious obstruction when passing 
this “ crossing.” Extending some distance up the river, are sand patches upon 
which it was proposed to construct the ivestern training-wall ; and opposite 
these, on the eastern side of the river and extending to the entrance, is another 
sandspit, partly covered v/ith trees, which is the site of the proposed eastern 
training-wall. Up the river, beyond the sites of the training-walls, there are 
accumulations and obstructions which prevent the easy navigation of the river by 
vessels of any considerable draught. Most of the produce brought down stream is 
carried by droghers to the North Coast Steam Navigation Company’s steamer, which 
goes no further than the Port Macquarie wharf. Other than these droghers, the 
only vessels that proceed any distance up the river are ketches and small schooners 
engaged in the timber trade.

Trade of the District.
5. The principal products of the district, of which the river is the outlet, are 

maize, timber, and live stock. Dairying has recently been commenced, and is making 
satisfactory progress. Maize has been the chief crop of the farmers as a whole for 
the past twenty-five or thirty years, and the export at the present time amounts to

35,000
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35,000 bags a year. Other exports, according to statistics placed before the Com
mittee, are for the year :—3,500 pigs, 1,300 cases of eggs, 500 coops of poultry, 1,600 
hides, 1,500 boxes of butter, 1,000 gallons of wine, 200 bundles of marsupial skins, 
and a large quantity of sheepskins, bones, horns, and other sundries. The imports are 
stated to be about 2,500 tons. Timber—principally hardwood—is exported in large 
quantities, some of it dressed and some in the rough. Plenty of timber is available, 
the Committee are informed, and the timber forests are among tire finest in. the 
Colony. With regard to the dairying industry, the manager of the Australian 
Dairying Company’s factories on the river states that there is every probability of 
the industry extending.

Much of the land on the river flats is suitable for agriculture, but the residue 
is at best fit for grazing purposes only. Where cultivation is possible it has not 
been carried on as fully as the capacity of the land justifies, and the district, it is 
asserted, is capable of sustaining double its present population.

Gold and tin mining lias been carried on to some extent in the creeks amongC- c?
the ranges at the bead of the river, and it is the opinion of the Chief Inspector of 
Mines, as given in evidence, that, in addition to these metals, there is a probability 
of copper, lead, and cobalt being discovered in payable quantities.

■ RrCOJLMENIJATlOX BY TILE CoaiMITTEE.
6. The evidence taken at Port Macquarie, and the investigation made by the 

Committee, show that the real difficulty with regard to the river at present is the 
bar. The “ crossing,” situated some distance inside tho bar, has apparently been no 
serious difficulty to vessels for several years past. The vessels engaged in the trade 
of the port and the river have, with one exception, been able to pass over it without 
experiencing any serious obstruction. At present there may be said to be 9 feet of 
water on tins “crossing” at bigli tide, and dredging carried on up the river will 
probably not, in several places, give a permanent depth greater than ibis; so that the 
further deepening of the water on the “ crossing” would not of itself enable vessels to 
trade far up the river. The Committee are of opinion that if the southern training- 
wall be extended, in accordance with the Government design, to a point as shounon 
the plan somewhat north of the gaol, it should he sufficient to remove the bar into 
water deep enough to prevent any serious inconvenience being experienced by vessels 
entering the port.

Beyond the extension of this Avail, the Committee are not prepared at present 
to recommend any Avork at the Hastings River. The effect of this Avail upon the 
“ crossing” and the bar, and also the force and effects of the sea upon the Avail in heavy 
Aveather, should be carefully noted. It appears probable that as the wall progresses 
eastward, and reaches a more exposed position, larger stone Avill be required, and the 
AA'all Avill have to be raised. These matters, bow over, are details Avliich may Avell be 
left to the Department.

The sand is forming behind the southern training-wall, and it appears probable 
will folloAV it right out to the end when the Avail is completed.

The district generally may be regarded as one Avliich can increase its present 
production to a certain extent and which is capable of sustaining a larger population 
than it possesses now, but at the same time the area of unutilized valuable land is, in 
comparison with Avhat is to he found in other parts of the Colony, limited, and most 
of it is fit even after improvement for little more than grazing purposes. Though 
the improvements to the river entrance may load to increased trade, unless circum
stances alter greatly it seems unlikely that the increase Avill for some time be such 
as to justify a large expenditure of public money on harbour works.

Resolutiox Passed.
7. The resolution passed by the Committee is shown in the following extract 

from their Minutes of Proceedings :—
Mr. Black moved.- -“That, in ilie opinion of the Committee, it is not immediately expedient that 

all the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Hirer, as referred to the Committee by the 
Legislative Assembly, be earned out; but (hoy recommend (bat (lie southern training-wall, 
now in course of construction, be completed.'’

51 r. Began seconded the motion.
5S—c Mr.
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Mr. O’Connor moved,—“That the motion he amended, so that it shall read,—‘That, in the 
opinion of the Committee, it is expedient the proposed Harbour "Works at Hastings "Kiver, 
to cost £16,500, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out.’ ”

The amendment was seconded by Mr. C. ,]. Koberts, and negatived on the following division .—
.Ayes, 2.

Mr. C. .T. Eoberts,
Mr. O’Connor.

The original motion was then passed.

THOS. EWING,
Chairman.

Abes, 10.
Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Fegan.
Mr. Hassall, 
Mr. Black,
Mr. Wright.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Sydney, 29 June, 1898.
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William Joseph Trickett. 
Daniel O’Connor.

Henry Clarke, Esq.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
.John Lionel Eegan, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustes Weight, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing Harhour Works at Hastings River.

Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, sworn, and
examined:—

1. Chairman.'] Tou attend here to-day to express the Departmental opinion in regard to this proposal? C. W.Darley.
Tes, in the absence of Mr. Hickson, the Under Secretary. / A——a
2. Will you read the statement which has been prepared by the Department? It is as follows:— 27April,1898.

Hastings River.

The entrance to the Hastings River is about 172 miles north from Sydney. The river flows through a rich agricultural and 
pastoral country, the total area of the watershed being about 1,390 square miles. At about 6| miles from the entrance the 
river bifurcates, the main river running generally south-westerly and the Maria or "Wilson River north-westerly, these 
arms being navigable for vessels drawing 6 feet 19 miles (to Morton’s Creek) and 23 miles (to Ballengara) from the entrance, 
respectively, the total length of the main river from its source to the sea being about 110 miles.

A perusal of the official papers shows that in February, 1895, the attention of the Department was drawn to the 
necessity for improving the entrance to the river. It was represented that the progress of the district had been retarded 
for many years, through being dependent on a most uncertain and tedious means of transit to the metropolitan markets.
To dispose of the surplus products of the Colony, greater and more modern facilities should be provided, and to do' this 
without rail transit it was necessary that the obstructions to navigation should be removed, better and more fully equipped 
boats provided, and freights reduced as low as possible. It was also pointed out that the entrance to the Hastings 
possessed a natural advantage over many of the coastal rivers, in that it was sheltered by a high headland on the south, 
and consequently a moderate outlay only on the construction of training walls would not only remove the dangers attending 
the small steamers trading to the river, but would render navigation practicable for vessels of much larger draught; and 
owing also to the close proximity of stone to the site, the cost of the walls should not he great. It was therefore urged 
that works should be undertaken for the improvement of the entrance.

The matter was thereupon referred to the Engineer-in-Chief for report, as to “ whether tho expenditure of a com
paratively small sum of money—say, £5,000—would have a beneficial effect, or whether only a complete and comprehensive 
scheme would be serviceable.” •

In dealing with the entrance it was considered expedient that a comprehensive scheme for improvements should be 
laid down, but only such portions carried out as the present trade requirements justified. A complete scheme was there
fore prepared, the estimated cost being £163,000, but it was considered that the resources of the district did not justify the 
expenditure of so large a sum. It was pointed out,.however, that a considerable improvement of the entrance would be 
effected by the construction of the western and southern training-walls. At present the waters within the entrance spread 
over a very large area, and the force of the current is consequently reduced. By constructing these two walls, the ebb 
and flood currents would be confined to one and a narrower channel, the scour increased, a greater depth maintained on 
the bar, and the first step taken to fix the entrance. In reply to the Minister’s question as to whether the expenditure of 
£5,000 would have a beneficial effect, it was pointed out that this sum would construct a portion only of the southern 
training-wall, which would he-of little use in improving the entrance, but it would be sufficient for present requirements 
if the whole of this wall were constructed. An expenditure of £11,000 was recommended by Mr. Darley for commencing 
the work, but the matter was allowed to stand over.

In November, 1895, the matter was again brought before the Department, in a numerously-signed petition, in which 
it was represented that the shipping, agricultural, and commercial interests had suffered, owing to the irregular communi
cation caused by the uncertain state of the entrance, the progress of the district was retarded, and industries handicapped 
because of the inability to use larger vessels.

Again in July, iS96, further requests were made for the construction of improvement works. Although, during the 
long spell of dry-weather through which the district had passed, the entrance had maintained a fair depth of water and a 
fairly negotiable channel, it was pointed out that the class of boat used was very small and. of light draught, and freights 
were very high. And, in addition to the agricultural and dairy produce of the river and its tributaries, the timber 
industry had been gradually assuming large dimensions. To successfully compete with more favoured localities it was 
necessary that facilities should be given in the way of improved navigation.

The Minister thereupon approved of a sum of £11,000 being*submitted on the Loan Estimates for the construction of ’ 
the first portion of the works. Tenders were invited, and that of Mr. G. P. Cook accepted for 40,000 tons of stone for 
portion of the southern wall, at a rate of 3s. 8d. per ton—£7,333 6s. Sd.

The scheme submitted for the consideration of the Committee consists of breakwaters 650 feet apart at the sides of 
the entrance and low walls extending upstream, for confining and guiding the river waters. Tho total length of break
waters and walls in the complete scheme is about 22,800 feet, the estimated cost being £163,000. The work carried out up 
to 31st December, 1897, consists in the construction of 385 feet of the southern wall, the cost of which was £900. Of the 
remainder of the scheme, the portions now recommended are the completion of the southern training-wall (2,315 feet), 
and the construction of the western wall (8,200 feet long), and 3,000 feet of the eastern wall, the estimated cost being £46,500.

The effect of the walls now recommended in directing and confining the river currents, should be such as to ensure 
a permanent, navigable channel of sufficient depth for all shipping likely to use the port for very many years to come.

The amount voted for the works was £11,000, and the total expenditure to 31st December, 1897, £900, leaving a . 
balance of £10,100.
3. Does that estimate of £46,500 include the cost of the work which is now in progress ? It includes the 
contract of £7,333, less £900 for the work already done.
4. At the present time the steamer passes the end of the south breakwater, keeps south, of the wreck of 
the “Ballina,” which is shown on the plan, and following close to the southern training-wall, goes down to. 
the Government wharf? Tes.
' • 55—A 0.
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C. W.Dailey. 5_ jg repUt;e 0f jjar g00(j or |ja(j p Sometimes it is a pretty good bar. Just now it threatens to 
27April 1898 ^ ra^er As a rule it remains pretty steady. It lias been ratber bad twice in the last two years.

’ ' The western part of the bar is just in a line with the wreck of the “ Ballina.” It does break out to beyond
the breakwater in heavy weather. '
6. Is it regarded as a bad bar ? It is the best of the small bars on the coast.
/. Are the people suffering any inconvenience? There is only one small steamer at present trading to 
the port; it is the “Rosedale.” They are suffering to such an extent that they have to pay larger 
freights and have a very small boat for the service. I think the company has withdrawn the larger boats, 
as the risk of losing them was very great.
8. Speaking generally, do you regard the Hastings bar as a bad one ? Tt is a dangerous bar. At times 
it is very fair indeed, but it gets bad at other times. In January last there was a depth of only 5 feet of 
water, and the deepest water was very close to the wreck of the “Ballina,” so that it really became very 
dangerous. We had to do some blasting, and removed a portion of the wreck at the time. It 
deepened after that to 8 or 9 feet. According to the last report the water was only G ft. 9 in. deep. 
In beptember and October last there was a depth of 12 feet on the bar, but in June last it was down to 
5 feet, and the shipping was practically blocked. One or two vessels inside were bar-bound and could 
not get out. It only lasted for about a month. On March 14 there was a depth of 8 feet, on June 7, 
5 feet, on June 17, 5 ft. 9 in., and on June 29,5 feet, so that the bad bar did not last very long. For the 
greater part of 1896 and for the first part of 1897 the bar remained in a very fair condition.
9. Mr. Wright.'] Is it a worse bar than the Manning bar? It is better, because there is more natural 
shelter there than at the Manning. The pilot can get out of Port Macquarie in almost any weather. 
The pilot boat is kept outside the bar, and it is the only case where that is done. A sort of gorge between 
the mainland and a rock makes a natural little dock there, and in comparatively rough weather 
the pilot boat can get out. I have landed there in very rough weather when no steamer could take the 
bar. The pilot can alwai's effect a landing there. It is always possible for a passenger to effect a landing 
there by the pilot boat.
10. Chairman.] Will you explain the theory of the scheme ? The work I recommended the Minister to 
take in hand when'the sum of £11,000 was voted was the southern training-wall. 1 saw it was necessary 
to direct the current, and lead it away from the foul ground. A great deal of current was lost on what 
I term the foul ground, that is immediately along the frontage to the town, and it was necessary to lead 
the current away from that so as to get deeper water. We let a contract for 40,000 tons of stone. We 
h.ad to shape the contract to fit in with the amount voted as nearly as possible. Once you get above the 
flats there is very fair navigation for a good many miles, but there is no proper connection between the 
flood channel and the ebb channel. We have to cut a channel with a dredge to let the vessels pass from the 
flood channel into the ebb channel. We want to get both currents into the one channel. The western 
training-wall I propose to construct up to high-water mark from the north point down to the front of the 
town will effect this. I also propose to erect a small portion of the eastern wall to turn the ebb current.
11. Mr. Blaelc.] Have you ever considered whether it would be a saving to cut through that neck of land 
shown on the plan ? I do not think so. It would mean a heavy piece of dredging, and the erection of a 
training-wall on the other side.
12. Chairman.] Once a boat has arrived at Port Macquarie is the difficulty in going further up the river 
a serious one ? The sand flats are generally very shallow.
13. Are they expensive to keep open ? We have not spent very much on dredging the sand flats. The 
steamer does not attempt to go up the river; she simply runs into port and out again. We have not done 
much to open it. It is only sailing vessels that go up there as a rule.
14. Tour work could be divided into two parts—the part which is necessary for the deepening of the bar, 
and the part which is necessary for the removal of the sand flats ? Tes. I look upon the training-wall 
as a great help to the bar.
15. Will a vessel be able to approach the present wharf at Port Macquarie permanently after the 
construction of the western training-wall? It is rather doubtful. I do not think that channel will shoal 
up much, but if it does we can easily remove the wharf to the training-wall.
16. Mr. Wright.] Why was that gap left in the western training-wall ? To allow the shipping to go to 
the public wharf, and to the wharfs at the saw-mills.
17. Ho not you think that channel is likely to fill up ? I do not think it will fill up.
18. Mr. Roberts^] Does not the ocean-going steamer stop at the foot of Horton-street ? Tes.
19. She does not go any further up the river ? No.
20. Is not that owing to the shallow state of the river ? Tes.
21. Is there enough water to permit of a steamer like the “ Rosedale ” going up the river for any 
distance ? At times there is ; she could go up for about 9 or 10 miles.
22. Have you ever heard of that steamer going up that far? No. The produce is punted to the steamer 
at the wharf ; but sailing vessels sometimes go up a little distance to the saw-mills.
23. What distance ? They can go up the main river for about 19 miles, and they go up the Wilson 
River to Ballengara wharf, which is 23 miles from the entrance.
24. Do they go up the Maria river? I do not think so. We have no wharf up there.
25. Mr. Black.] How do you account for having that very deep water (35 feet, I think) beyond Pelican 
Island ? To the fact of the narrow channel, turning sharp round there. Tou often find deep water at a 
sharp elbow.
26. Chairman.] Provided that your scheme furnished permanently deep water at the entrance to the
Hastings River, is it then material that the vessels trading to the port should be able to go up the river ? 
In the interests of the farmers and producers up the river I think it is, because the better the communi
cation up the river, the cheaper the produce can be brought to market, and the greater the saving in 
handling the produce. '
27. Suppose the Committee should be of the opinion that the proposed expenditure is not justifiable, but
that it is possible to bring about some result with a less expenditure ; what is your most important work 
on the whole ? The southern training-wall. .
28. Would not that work be resultful in itself ? It would help to maintain the bar a great deal.
29. Mr. Roberts.] Has the wreck of the “ Ballina” been removed yet? No. We blasted a portion away 
with powder, but there is a portion of the wreck there still.
30. How many attempts have been made to remove the vessel ? I think we have been at it twice.

. 31. Has it not been an obstacle to the navigation for many years ? Occasionally it is. Sometimes when
the
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the channel runs very close to the wreck it becomes a danger to navigation; at other times it is no trouble. C.W. Darley. 
It has been a menace to the safe navigation of the entrance to the river for some years.
32. Did the “ Ballina ” touch the bar when she was wrecked ? It was the bar she struck on. Pn ’
33. Ghairnian^\ Tou stated that the southern training-wall, in your opinion, is the most urgent work, and 
that the result of the northern training-wall will be beneficial to the bar? Yes.
34. The cost of the southern training-wall is how much ?.' £13,915.
35. Of which sum £11,000 is. voted r1 Tes. In round numbers £1,000 has_been spent, so that £10,000
is available towards it. ■ . . .
36. What is your next most important work? The western training-wall, which is estimated to cost 
£20,437 10s.
37. What is the cost of the northern portion of the eastern training-wall ? £9,862 10s. The cost of super
vision, at 5 per cent., is £2,285. These four items make up the estimate of £46,500. The following statement 
shows both the estimated costs of the works now proposed and that of the whole scheme when completed :

Proposed Works.
Southern training-wall .........................................................  £13,915 0 0
Western training-wall ......................................................... 20,437 10 0
Eastern training-wall, north end.......................................... 9,862 10 0

46,500 0 0

44,215 0 0
Supervision, &c., &c., 5 per cent, (say).......... ................. 2,285 0 0

To Complete the whole Scheme.
South breakwater ............................................. .................. 26,347 10 0
Eastern wall extension ...................................... .................. 10,856 5 0
North breakwater ............................................. 0 0

110,228 15 0
Supervision, &c. (say) ...................................... .................. 5,371 5 0

115,600
162,100

900Already spent ............................................................
Total..................................................... £163,000

38. If the southern training-wall be carried out as you suggest, would the Hastings bar probably be- 
generally satisfactory ? I think the bar would certainly he improved. I think we would always carry 
good water along the wall.
39. Presuming that your command of money were limited, and that you had, say, another £13,000 to 
expend, how would you expend it;—would you go on with the work at all beyond the southern training- 
wall ? To ; I think I would commence with the western training-wall.
40. Tou would commence with the northern part of the western training-wall ? Tes. Tou must carry 
it down. It will not do to commence in the centre and work down, because the water will come in behind 
you ; you must bring the water down with you.
41. Mr. Roherts^\ Do you know the longest period that a steamer has been bar-bound in Port Macquarie,, 
unable to get to Sydney ? I have no record of it. The last- occasion on which vessels were bar-bound 
was in January last; some vessels were bar-bound there for a fortnight in that month. ,
42. I am speaking more particularly of the regular trading steamer ? I have no record of it.
43. Tou are not aware, I suppose, that during last month a steamer was detained there for a great 
number of days, being unable to get out ? I did not hear that. I know that the bar is getting into a 
bad state. According to the last report I have there are only 6 ft. 9 in. of water on the bar. In January 
there were only 5 feet of water on the bar, so that it was in a very dangerous state in that month. It 
deepened a little after that, but it has shoaled up since then.
44. The “Bosedale” would not be able to cross the bar with only 6 ft. 9 in. of water ? Tot safely.
45. Mr. Humphery.-] "What has been the cost of dredging the river up to the present time ? About . 
£12,500 has been spent in dredging the river. The dredge first went up the river in 1886.
46. On what portion of the river were the operations carried on ? Mostly on the different flats up the
two arms of the main river. ,
47. Is there a dredge on the river now ? Tes, the dredge “ Gamma.” ,
48. Is she supposed to be there permanently, or does she only visit the river occasionally ? She has been
permanently there for some time now. . ■
49. What does she cost a year ? In round numbers about £1,000 a year.
50. Would it be necessary to continue dredging operations after the proposed improvements were carried 
out? At .certain points the river would have to be dredged. I do not think it would be permanent 
because many of the flats we have cut through have remained good ever since. Any work done at the 
entrance now would, I think, be permanent work. We would have no more dredging to do after the 
walls were constructed. The inner crossing would be done away with.
51. Would it be necessary to continue dredging on the river? As you improve the entrance, and let a 
larger class of vessels come in, you have to keep on dredging to let those vessels go higher up the river. 
We have cut through a good many of the flats ou the river. As a rule the water on the river is very good, 
but in some places there are shallows.
52. Is it proposed to improve in any way the Maria River ? To ; there has not been much work done on 
that river. 1 do not know that there is any occasion to spend much money there.
53. I suppose the only improvements that would be possible there would be by dredging? There is not 
much settlement there to warrant any expenditure.
54. Chairman.] Where are the materials being obtained from for the present work at Port Macquarie ? 
The materials are obtained from a quarry on the mainland, to the south of the township, and the 
contractor has a tramway which runs across the bay and along the street to the breakwater.
55. Is there plenty of material to he got ? There is very fair stone there.
56. Is it easily got ? Tes. There is a good sized.quarry there.
57. Is it cheaply obtained ? Apparently so, because the contract is for 3s. 8d. a ton. That is not a high 
price at all.
58. Is that the only quarry available within your knowledge ? There are quarries to be had up the river. Very 
likely the material for the western training-wall would be obtained up the river and brought downin punts.
59. Mr. Hoskins!] Does that contract price of 3s. 8d. a ton include" the depositing of the stone on the 
works ? Tes. The contractor had to find everything to bring the stone down to the work.

— T THURSDAY,
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The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Eiver.

Francis Clarke, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined :—
Aon represent the Electoral District of The Hastings and Macleay in the LegislativeP. Clarke, GO. OhairmanP',

Esq., M.P. Assembly? Tes.
2SA^rin89« ^r' Lee^ haye a personal knowledge of the country through which the Hastings flows ? Tes.

* ’ A°u are wel1 aware of the difficulties in connection with the bar at the entrance to the river? Tes.
63. Have you taken an active part in bringing before tho Minister the requirements of Port Macquarie, 
and urging the expenditure of public money on improvement works ? Tes ; on the improvement of the 
entrance to the river.
64. Have you had an opportunity to see the design of the proposed works ? I have seen the design
before, but not on such a large scale map as the one on the easel. °
Go. Would you like to offer an opinion as to the suitability of the design ? I think that if the work is 
carried out according to that design, or even if it is partly carried out, it will be an immense advantage to 
the navigation. °
G6. It is not proposed to put in the south breakwater at present? When I was up there a few wmeks 
ago the termination of the south training-wall was pointed out to me, and I formed the opinion that it 
would not be sufficient. I think the south breakwater will have to be carried out sooner or later.
G7. If it is constructed will it not necessitate the construction of a similar work on the north side? It 
may do so. I am rather inclined to think that the construction of the north breakwater may be postponed tor a tune. v r r
68. The idea is to create a, depth of water by keeping up a scour, and the point is, do you think it could be 
obtained by the construction, in the first instance, of the western training-wall and the southern training- 
wall? The construction of those two training-walls would contribute very largely to bring about a scour.
69. I suppose there can be little doubt, but that training-walls placed in that position would create a 
depth of water under them, and in the vicinity ? Exactly.
/®- But do you think that, would have the effect of creating a sufficient scour on the bar to keep up the 
depth of water there ? That, of coittse, is a debatable question. I would not care to express an onfnion 
on that point. r
71. Would it not be the reason why you suggest that the south breakwater should be constructed ? Tes. 
Ihe figures on the plan, I suppose, represent the depth of water at that part. I think it would be 
necessary to continue that breakwater to a greater depth of water than they propose to do.
72. In other words, if you train the water out to a certain distance you would be able to spill the sand at 
a point where it would cause* no inconvenience ? Exactly.

are aware that all these.works are determined by the effect upon the water as they progress, and 
if it should be found that the object is attained by the construction of the western and southern training- 
walls, would you urge that the south breakwater should be constructed? No.
74. If the proposed works do attain the ends they are supposed to attain, you would not urge that the 
south breakwater be constructed ? I would leave the work as it is.
75. There are some diflicult places inside the entrance and some distance up the river, are there not ?
Xes, I think the greatest difficulty is up here, on account of the great spread which the river takes: it is 
ot immense width there. I think that a difficulty would be experienced up there in keeping a navigable 
channel. The ocean steamers lie at the wharf which is at the foot of Horton-street • they never go up beyond that point. & u
7if' UP bey°nd point, and keeping within the training-walls, are there any difficulties outside
the influence of the .work and above the work? No, there is nothing which prevents produce being 
brought down. Of course it has to be pretty well dredged as all the northern rivers have to be. The 
dredge has to be constantly employed there, but all the work is done by droghers of light draught. The 
ocean steamers never attempt to.go up the river.
77. All the stuff is lightered down to the wharf at Horton-street? Tes.
78. Is there a desire on the part of the residents to have the channel made navigable, so as to allow the 
ocean-going steamers to go up the river for a considerable distance ? I have never heard such a wish 
expressed; they seem to be perfectly satisfied it they can get the ocean steamer to go to the wharf at 
Port Macquarie.
79. If the entrance were made fairly good, so that in nearly all conditions vessels could go to that wharf
do you think that would fully meet the requirements ? I think so, for may years at least. ’
80. The Committee will be very glad if you will give some idea of the prospects of the district generally, 
so as to show what justification there can be for the Government to construct improvement works of this' 
kind ? Hp to this time the farmers of the district have been principally maize-growers; maize has been 
their chief production, but within the last year they have started the dairying industry, which I think in 
the near future will form a very great adjunct to the farming industry. The district is well suited for 
dairying purposes, and a lot of the land which has been used only for grazing, and has been producing 
but very little, will now be made more productive, and more beneficial in its occupation by the product of 
the dairy farm. To carry out dairy-farming successfully it is necessary that the steamers should be able 
to trade there frequently and regularly. Butter is a perishable product, and the sooner it is got to market 
the better. Under the system under which they have been carrying on the dairying industry it has been 
impossible to compete with other places which have better facilities for getting their butter in a marketable 
state to the metropolis. If the industry is to assume large proportions in the district it must have an

opportunity
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opportunity to get ready access to this large market either for consumption or for transhipment. Even 
if the butter industry were not started at all, the freight to the river has been kept up at a very high rate ; 
although the distance from Sydney is shorter, the freight is higher to the Hastings than it is to the 
Macleay, and I think even to the Clarence River on account of the dangers of the navigation. On that 
point you will he able to get reliable information from the officers of the North Coast Company.
81. Do you know of any instance where the settlers have been put, not only to serious inconvenience, but 
to loss, through inability to get their maize to market? I cannot recall any particular instance just now 
where they have suffered actual loss, but I know that delays have occurred. Of course the dangerous 
state of the entrance will be realised from the fact that on that map the position of one wreck is shown. 
To my knowledge there is also the wreck of the “ Richmond” near the southern headland, that is nearly 
opposite the Ballina Rock. The ketch “ Candidate ” within the last few years, to my knowledge, met 
with an accident there, and two or three men were , drowned. Altogether, the port has a very bad 
reputation on account of its entrance. It is a very dangerous entrance to negotiate.
82. Does the town of Port Macquarie show any sign of progress ? Lately it does, but you must under
stand that it has had a peculiar history. Port Macquarie at one time formed the outlet for all the New 
England district, and it was also the shipping place for the Macleay. In the early days the place assumed 
rather important proportions, and all the buildings put up were of a very permanent character. Then, 
after a few years, when other means of communication were established both from the Macleay and the 
New England district, the town seemed to go back very much; it became almost like a deserted place, 
but now it seems to be getting into a better condition. It seems to have taken a spurt. It is going along 
quietly. It is not one of those places which go ahead by leaps and bounds. It is not like a mining 
community, but it is steadily going ahead.
83. What are the resources which support the town ? Maize-growing, the timber trade, dairying, and 
wine-growing. They go in a good deal there for wine culture. The soil is specially adapted for wine and 
fruit-growing. In the upper parts of the river the country is very suitable indeed for grazing.
84. Which is the chief settlement on the river ? Port Macquarie.
85. What is the population of the town ? The Municipality of Port Macquarie has a population of, I 
think,.about 900 persons.
86. In what direction does the agricultural land lie from the town? Up the river and up the branches. 
Agriculture is carried on, I suppose, for 40 miles above Port Macquarie—up to where the Eorbes River 
branches off.
87. That is on the river banks ? Tes.
88. That country, I presume, has reached its maximum development ? Tes. As far as agriculture is 
concerned, I think it has pretty well done all it can do. As far as the raising of fruit is concerned, I think 
it has a good future ahead. The timber industry is a very large and important one. It is all hardwood 
timber. It will be difficult to get reliable statistics on this subject unless from the local mill-owners.
89. Tou consider, I presume, that these improvements to the entrance to the river will give relief to 
existing settlers through the medium of better communication and cheaper freights, and that under these 
improved conditions it will be possible to carry on industries which it is not possible to do now ? Tes ; 
it would not otherwise be possible to carry on the dairying industry with any certainty of success.
90. Do you think the district is of sufficient importance to warrant this expenditure ? Undoubtedly, I 
think so.
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91. Do you think it can be as well served by any other means ? I am sure it cannot. The best means 
we can have for an outlet is by improving the bar entrance.
92. It may cost a large sum to carry out the works, but the question we have to consider is, will these 
works when carried out be of a permanent character, and confer a permanent benefit ? As to the 
permanency of the works, I could not give an opinion; but, taking it for granted that they would be 
permanent, I certainly think that the outlay on their construction would be warranted. I do not think 
it would be necessary for many years, at least, to spend the sum of £163,000 which the whole scheme is 
estimated to cost.
93. Tou think that the portion of the scheme it is proposed to carry out at a cost of £46,500 will be 
sufficient, and that it will be effective ? The officers would have to be guided by the action of the water 
as the construction of the works progressed. I am inclined to think that the carrying out of that portion 
would be ample for many years to come. I am of opinion that experience will show that the south break
water will have to be built, but it may be sometime before its construction will be necessary.
94. If the construction of the south training-wall showed that the south breakwater is not required, you 
would abandon that opinion ? Exactlv.
95. If an expenditure of £46,000 will give a depth of water sufficient for the class of vessels which 
go there, will the importance of the district justify the making of those improvements ? Tes, most 
undoubtedly.
96. Have you any knowledge as to where the stone may be obtained for constructing the breakwater? I 
only know that the contractor for the present work is bringing his stone from a quarry about a mile and 
a quarter on the western side of the town. He has a good quarry there, I believe.
97. Do you know anything about the quality of the stone? It seems to be very hard stone. It is not 
ironstone, nor is it slate. I think it is serpentine.
98. How does that work stand ? It is standing very well so far, but of course there is comparatively no 
great strain on it yet.
99. I suppose it is of very little use at present ? It is of no use whatever at present. All the current is . 
brought in on the southern shore and exhausts itself among the rocks. Its force is completely lost in the 
shallow water.
100. Mr. Darley, the Engineer-in-Chief, has furnished a statement showing what it will cost to complete
the whole scheme. The south breakwater will cost £26,347 10s.; the eastern training-wall extension 
£10,856 5s.; the northern breakwater, £73,025 ; total £110,228 15s; the supervision saved comes to 
£5,371 5s.; and the money spent on the present contract is £900. Tou will gather from these figures 
that if it should become necessary to construct the south breakwater and the north breakwater, it means 
an enormous addition to the cost ? Tes. ■
101. The difference between £162,000 and £46,000 is so enormous that the importance of the district may
i ot warrant the expenditure of the sum ? I quite realise that; but I am strongly of opinion that it will 
Doc be necessary to spend £163,000. 102.
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F. Clarke, 102. Do you think it is wise on the part of the designers of this scheme to adopt this manner of dealing
1., M.P. with the river ? I think so. *

103. Tou think it is wiser to do that than to start up by the breakwaters ? If you mean are they wise in 
doing it in sections, I certainly think it is the wisest way to do it.
104. Tou think it is wiser to deal with the water inside the entrance than to start dealing with the water 
at the bar? Undoubtedly; by constructing the western training-wall first they will concentrate the 
water and cause a greater scour out over the bar. It think it is the wisest plan to adopt.
105. I believe the entrance to the river is a very difficult one ? It is a pretty straight entrance, hut the
water is very shallow, and there are a number of rocks there. In that respect it differs from other bars 
along the north coast. It has always been known as a rocky bar. There is an amount of sand there, 
but there are some treacherous rocks there too. When I wras there a little over a month ago we were
stuck for two hours on the bar on which there was only 5 feet of water. There was no danger to the
vessel, but it indicates what a difficult place it is to negotiate when a steamer drawing 6 feet had hot 
sufficient water to go in on top of the highest tide.
106. Where is the bar ? It extends for about 300 feet on either side of the wreck of the “ Ballina.”
107. Where were you stuck ? I should say we were aground about 400 feet inside the wreck of the 
“ Ballina.” We were practically inside the break at the time we struck.
108. Tou were just inside the points of the sand-spits ? Tes. .
109. That is just where an accumulation of sand seems to take place ? Exactly.
110. As that will be immediately within the influence of the south training-wall the assumption is that 
the bar which is now there would disappear with a proper scour ? It is quite likely that it would. 
Possibly without any breakwater or training-wall a flood would clear that out.
111. If it will have the effect of shifting the bar into deeper water then of necessity the difficulty will be 
minimised ? It would be minimised, but still it would be dangerous.
112. Tou have had an opportunity to acquaint yourself with the result of similar works on the northern 
rivers ? Tes ; since I gave my evidence on the Macleay Eiver proposal I have seen the result of the 
training-wall there as far as it has gone.
113. Do the results obtained there lead you to believe that similar works could be wnsely undertaken at 
the Hastings ? Undoubtedly.
114. Mr Wright.'] Do you know the rate of freight from Port Macquarie to Sydney ? I think it is 
about 15s. a ton.
115. Is that dearer than the freight to the Macleay ? It is slightly dearer.
116. Is there any other port on the North Coast where a higher rate is charged than is charged to Port 
Macquarie? Tes; the Nambucca and perhaps the Bellinger, but more reliable information can begot 
from the agent of the North Coast Company.
117. Tou know the country pretty well at the Hastings ? I have a pretty good general knowledge of 
the country.
118. Is there much available land of a superior class ? No, the land is pretty well all taken up.
119. The land about Eawdon Island is pretty rich ? Tes ; it is one of the best localities on the river.
120 Is the land at and about Eawdon Island as good as the land at the Macleay and the Bellinger? I 
do not think it is. It is more inclined to be swampy. Eawdon Island is really a relaimed swamp ; it has 
been drained.
121. As a rule, what are the flats like on the Hastings, the Maria, and the Wilson Elvers ? The flats on 
the Wilson and the Maria are not much good for cultivation purposes; they are more fit for grazing. 
The land in the upper reaches of Eolland’s Plains is excellent country for grazing.
122. The bulk of it is opon forest country ? No ; it is rather thickly-timbered forest country. Tou will 
find there forests of every known hardwood we have in this country.
123. There is no brush land ? No ; it has all been taken up, and cleared by the farmers.
124. Is there a large production of maize on the Hastings? It is fairly large; it is not one of the
largest productions. _
125. Am I right in assuming that the land on this river is rather inferior to the land on the rivers further '
north ? It is inferior to the land on the Macleay or the Clarence, or to the land on the Eichmond or 
the Tweed ; but it is not inferior to the land on the Nambucca or the Bellinger. It is rather superior to 
the land on either of those rivers. _
126. Has the population in the neighbourhood of Port Macquarie increased or decreased ? I think of 
late years it has increased.
127. To what do you ascribe the fact that while the population of other towns on the North Coast has 
increased the population of Port Macquarie has practically remained stationary ? I think it is owing tt> 
the set-back which the town received a few years ago. In the early days of the Colony, great things were 
expected of Port Macquarie from its being the port of the Macleay. All the Macleay produce and all 
the merchandise from Sydney to the Macleay went via Port Macquarie at one time. That trade gave thb 
town an importance which it could not maintain, and it fell back after that trade left it. Now I think it 
has come to the normal state, and the population will increase.
128. lias not a considerable area of land on the Hastings Eiver gone out of cultivation of late years ? I 
think not. They may spell the land occasionally ; when they do spell it from agriculture they use it for 
grazing, and after a while it is used for agriculture again. It is just a matter of economy with them.
129. Is there much horned stock raised in the neighbourhood ? No ; it is not a great district for stock
raising.
130. It is not a good fattening country ? Tes, the upper part of it is good. The extent of grazing 
country is somewhat limited, although what there is of it is of very good quality. The extent of good 
country is limited pretty well to the valleys of tho rivers. The ridges any distance back from the rivers 
are not good for grazing purposes.
131. Is it generally poor land ? Tes.
132. Is it of sandstone formation? It is a sort of slate country.
133. Any.mineral discoveries in the district? Tes ; they have tin-mines at a place called G-undle, near 
the head of the Wilson Eiver, uhere they have erected machinery; and in the upper part of the 
Hastings they have Cells Creek diggings, where they get gold in small quantities.
134. Do you think the expenditure of this sum "ill increase settlement and production ? I do ; because 
people will be able to cut up some of their larger holdings, and the land will become occupied by families.
I think it will have a tendency to increase settlement. 135.
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135. Dairying does not conduce to thick population? No.
136. It does not supply a great deal of freight to the steamers? No. .
137. Mr. ILoberts.~\ Has not the progress of the Hastings district been long retarded by the danger m
connection with the entrance to Port Macquarie? I am of that opinion. When I became the Member 
for Port Macquarie I started a movement to get some improvements made to the entrance to the river. 
The idea was taken up by the people; they saw that the place was being retarded from the want of 
better shipping facilities, and, of course, they assisted me by sending in petitions, and holding public 
meetings on the subject. .... ^ x.
138. Were not the people of Port Macquarie and the Hastings district agitating to a great extent for the 
■construction of the North Coast railway owing to the difficulty connected with the shipping? Tes; for 
many years they have been agitating for that railway.
139. Suppose these harbour improvements were carried out, would that obviate in a great measure the 
necessity for providing railway communication? Undoubtedly it would.
140. Would it give satisfaction to the people of the surrounding districts ? I am sure that they would
be perfectly satisfied if they got good communication by sea. _ _
141. Are not the steamers trading to Sydney frequently delayed at the port, causing great inconvenience 
and loss to the producers of the district ? Tes ; the steamers are delayed. There is no certainty about 
their getting out, and in many instances perishable articles become quite unfit for sale. Pigs and other 
.animals have been known to die while the vessel was waiting to get out of the port, thus entailing a loss
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■on the shippers. . ■
142. Have you any record as to the time the steamer has been delayed at different periods . ^ I have no
reliable record as to any long delays which have occurred, but I have been kept waiting in the port 
twenty-four hours for a favourable tide and favourable weather to get out to sea. _ _
143. Is not the bar very bad at the present moment ? It is in a worse condition now than it has been in
for years. _
144. During last month was not the steamer unable to enter or leave the port owing to the shallow water 
on the bar ? Tes. The “ Hosedale ” draws about 6 feet of water, but she cannot get that amount of water 
unless 'she waits for spring tides, and the weather must be favourable before she‘can negotiate the bar. .
145. While that state of things exists it is not likely that the district will progress? No ; because it 
keeps people who have money, and who are inclined to be enterprising, from settling in the district.
146. What are the principal products of the district? Maize and timber. Lately the dairying industry
has come very much into prominence. M‘Arthur and Co. have established a butter factory at Port 
Macquarie. There is another butter factory at Wauchope. Besides, they are establishing creameries in 
outlying places. They convey the cream to the different factories. _
147. The land in the district is admirably adapted for dairying ? It is excellent land for dairying. . Up
the Maria Biver, and up part of the Wilson Biver there is a lot of swamp land which, after it is drained, 
will be excellent for dairying purposes. _ . _
148. How far is Wauchope from Port Macquarie? By road it is 11 miles. It is almost on the bank of
the Hastings. According to the estimate on the easel here it is 16| miles by water. _
149. It is a great timber district ? Tes; the timber is now cut at the saw-mill at Wauchope, and is punted 
down to the port.
150. How far is the ocean-going steamer able to go up the river ? I never knew the “ Bosedale” to go
beyond the wharf at Horton-street. _
151. Is'she prohibited from going up owing to the shallow water ? She could not go up the river. .
152. Would it not be a great advantage to farmers and others if she could go up the river as they do in
the case of the Manning, the Macleay, and other rivers ? No doubt it might be an advantage ; but I 
think that the company can work the river more economically by using the droghers, and thereby charging 
the farmers lighter freights. With the droghers they collect the cargo for the steamer while she is making 
the journey from Port Macquarie to Sydney and back. With their droghers J. think the company can
work the trade more economically, and if they can the farmer ought to get—I do not say he does the
advantage of it. ...
153. Would not a shipper of produce at Wauchope, or further up the river, have to pay more freight to
Sydney than a man who shipped his produce at Port Macquarie? I think so. I am not sure whether
the company charge anything directly for droghering the produce to the wharf. ^
154. Ail tbe land up the Hastings Biver is as fertile as the land on the river sides on the North Coast?
Perhaps there is not quite so much alluvial as there is on some of the rivers ; but still it is rich land, land 
which would be regarded as fit for growing anything. ... . . .
155. Do you mean that it is, perhaps, not so extensive in area as it is in the case with other rivers ? It is 
not so extensive in area as compared with the Macleay or the Manning.
156. Is Wauchope the first town of any importance after leaving Port Macquarie ? Tes. _
157. Where is Ennis ? It is below Wauchope. It is near a place called San Crox. It is, I think, about
9 miles from the port. _ _
158. It is the centre of a large farming population? Undoubtedly it is.
159. And the land about there is remarkably good ? Tes ; it is opposite Bawdon Island. ■
160. Going further up the river, is there not some settlement at Beechwood ? Tes; the nucleus of a
township or village has within the last ten years sprung into existence there. That was mainly started 
by the timber industry. .
161. Have -not some bacon factories been started down there ? A bacon factory was started there, but it
did not prove a success. I do not know whether it was from wmnt of good management; but, anyway, it 
did not prove a success. _ . .
162. The district is favourable to the carrying on of industries of that character ? It is a splendid district
for raising pigs. It is noted for raising pigs, and that, I think, is the reason which induced the promoters 
to start the bacon factory. . _
163. Could its failure be attributable to the difficulty of getting access to Sydney ? I do not think so. Tt
would not affect that sort of cargo so much. It may be attributed, I think, to want of experience on the 
part of those who had the management of it. ■ ' _
164. Is not Port Macquarie famous for the salubrity of its climate ? Tes ; it is a very old town, and it 
has always had a great reputation as a health resort.

165.
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Esq., M.P. Tr +r,ltS/er(?e,nts’ as a ru, e’ ive to a very riPe old age ? Tes ; some of the old hands are alive yet.
- >■ - J'bb' ■Lt the district were made more accessible to the people of Sydney it would become a resort for 

28April, 1898. PeTS°ns requiring a healthy climate ? It would, because it offers to the tourist plenty of fishing, shooting 
and boating m a good climate. It is the centre of a great farming district, and if it were made accessible 
it would become very popular as a health resort. The difficulty now is that a man may go there readily 
enough with luck, but when he wants to get away from there he cannot. No business man can afford to 
go ere. People will tell you that they would go to Port Macquarie readily enough if they could onlv get away when they wished to go. j a j j
1£/' bhink the southern breakwater may stand over for the present ? Tes ; until such time as the 
eiiect is felt on the southern training-wall. ■
168. But is not the southern entrance in a large measure protected by the outline of the coast? To a great extent.

7re ^er® n°b some islands to the eastward ? Tes. The training-wall is required on the southern 
side to prevent the water from exhausting its force on the rocks.
170. But even with a southerly wind it is well protected? It is well protected. It has a natural 
?idVa^r iC m ^ , fesPe.cb as compared with the entrances to other rivers. Por instance, in the case of 
the Macleay and the Bichmond the headland is on the northern side.
Tes °n^ would give trouble to a vessel entering or leaving would he an easterly gale ?
172. In any gale from the south you would be alright ? Tes.
173. Have the Port Macquarie and the Hastings district, more particularly the latter, shown any progress 

uring the last few years ? It has shown an increase in population during the last few yea^s, and I
think it is going ahead, not rapidly, but on safe lines. ,

^ n0t * j68® worksj if carried out, be of great assistance in causing settlement to take place p 
1 think they would give a great impetus to everything on the river. Under existing conditions people 
have no heart to go m for anything. r
175. Has not gold been discovered’up the Hastings ? Tes, at Cells Creek.
176. Is there any mining population there ? There are fifty people on Cells Diggings, but their 
permanency has not been properly established yet. It is a difficult place to reach. At Grundle a 
population has sprung up through some of the proprietors putting up machinery to treat the ore on the

177. What is the Ellenborough district ? The Ellenborough is a very important branch of the Hastings 
Kiver. It runs m a south-westerly direction.
178. Is there any farming going on there ? No ; it is more of a grazing district. It is rather too far 
away from a market to he a farming district. They grow horse-feed and sufficient corn to feed their pigs 
and fatten them, out they do not grow as a rule for market.

.?ow ^ar Ellenborough branch from Port Macquarie bv water ? I should think it is about50 miles. "
180. Is the whole of the land for 50 miles on either side of the Hastings Biver, and on either side of the
Maria Kiver and the Wilson Biver, good agricultural land? It is all fairly well settled. It is fairly 
good agricultural land. J
181. It is capable of growing anything ? Tes.
xu ^ "l8 onl7 refar(led on account of its inaccessibility ? It is a constant source of complaint with
the settlers that the place is inaccessible.
183. Have you formed any opinion as to the adaptability of the improvements which are now being 
carried out. I think, as far as the work has gone, it is going in the right direction. Certainly, there is 
a good scour already underneath the part which has been constructed; but it is not sufficiently'far out to be ot any advantage.

6 P60?^6 tlie district seem to recognise that these works will be of great utility ? They are 
all ot opinion that the works will be of benefit to the district generally.

C.E.Kennie.

28April,1898

Charles Edward Bennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined:—
185. Chairman.] You wish to furnish a plan to the Committee ? I furnish a plan showing the watershed 
ot the Hastings Biver. The brown colour on the plan shows unalienated Crowm land, comprising 716,000 
acres, ot which 694,000 are untenanted, and 22,000 are held under occupation license. The green colour 
shows reserves comprising / 5,300 acres, and the blue colour show's alienated land comprising 178,700 acres.

TUESDAY, 3 MAY, 1898.

The Hon. FEEDEBICK THOMAS HUMPHERT (Yice-Chairman).
The Hon. Charles James Boberts, C.M.G. Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
The Hon. William Joseph Tpickett. G-eorge Black, Esq.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. Francis Augustus Weight, Esq
Henet Clarke, Esq. j Frank Faenell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Biver.

Harold Kingland, master of the schooner “ Empress of India,” sworn, and examined:—
H. Kingland. 186. Vice-Chairman.'] Tou are the master of the schooner “ Empress of India ”? I am.
Yivr A i ono You are aware of the nature of the proposal before the Committee, and you are
d May, 1898. acquainted with the entrance to the Hastings Biver ? Tes.

1.88. WhaJ effect will the construction of the western and southern training-walls have on the bar and the 
river itself . The training-w'all from up above that point will improve the river and the entrance, but 
the south breakwater will not improve the bar.
189. It will have no effect on the bar ? No ; it will make it just as bad as it is now.

190.
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190. The officers of the Department think that the construction of that south training-wall, which is kingland.
already commenced, and the south training-hank will have a very great effect on the entrance ; but you ^A ^ \
ini w-n - 11 ^ > ifc wiH shoot all away to the northward, and make a great big sand-flat there. 3 ^ay» *898.
191. ̂ Will it not produce a general scour in the river, and force the water out through the bar? It will 
not improve the bar.
192. Are you sure on that point ? I am pretty certain it will not. So far, the breakwater has made the 
bar worse than ever it was.
193. That is only a very small bit which has been constructed ; but if that south training-wall is continued 
as far as is indicated on the plan, do you not think it will affect the bar at all ? No.
191. The officers of the Department say that the force of the water is lost in the bighl, which they are
going to fill up ; but that if they confine it by constructing these two training-w'alls it will narrow the 
current down, and give it a greater force to wash out the sand on the bar and in the river. It has a 
tendency to shoot the water over to the northward.
19o. ISo. The water will follow round the bend ; it will take the course of the walls ? At the present 
time it is shot over to the other side.
196. It •Hill strike the training-w'all about the bend? It shoots from up the river to the south, and then away to the north.
197. Consequently the water is very much dispersed over a big area ? Tes, over a great big flat.
IJb. lou do not think that the confining of the current to a narrow channel will have the effect of 
removing the bar ? IS1 ot if you build the training-wall first.
199. Do you think that both breakwaters should be built? There is a breakwater on the southern side 
now. It is all rock there.
200. The natural rock acts as a breakwater on that side ? Tes.
201. If the officers of the Department state that the building of two southern training-walls will effect a 
good entrance over the bar and get the river scoured, do you think that they are wrong in their conclusions ?
c 1. ^j11011 southern side, I do not think so. If they start on the northern side, and do that 'first, I do. j ,
202. Tou are speaking of tho breakwater now ? Tes.
203. I am speaking of the training-wall ? The south training-wall up the river will improve it.
z04. A ou think that it that training-wall is built, and the northern breakwmter is built.it will effect a very great improvement ? Tes.
205. What object have you in suggesting that the northern training-wall should be built first? The 
crossing is always on the northern side.
20G. How much water is there on the bar now ? About 8 feet at high tide.
207. Does the bar shift much ? It has been shifting within the last ten months to the north and south a *
bit. It is not a bar at all now ; it is a great big sand flat. * .
208. How long have you been trading to the river? About eight years.
209. During that time what has been tho general condition of the bar ? Generally speaking, it has been
a very good bar. ^ Ihere has always been 16 feet of water at high water. '
210. Now there is very little more than half that depth ? If you miss the spring-tide you cannot get out.
I11’ i0 " uat cause do you attribute the shallowness of the water? To the breakwater. The tide strikes 
the big curve m the breakwater and shoots aw'ay to the northward.
212. Vice-Chairman.] Do you mean the south training-wall when you refer to the breakwater? Tes: I
mean that black curve on the southern side which is shown on the map.
213. Mr. Wright^ Has that affected the entrance very much ? Tes; the tide strikes that curve and 
shoots awmy to the northward.
214. Before that hit of training-wall was built, I suppose the tide hugged the southern shore ? Tes • it
always followed the southern shore right along the rocks. ’
215 .That is the channel which is used by the steamers ? Tes.
216.. You think that unless the northern breakwater is built they cannot effectually improve the harbour ?

C011°ne B16 water to the southern side, where there is always plenty of water.
918 Tu th^e,nV?cl1 °.f a *et °utslde in the current ? Tes ; there is a good set outside at .the anchorage.
218. In which direction r A strong ebb-tide is always setting away to the northward.
219. And right out I suppose it sets to the south ? Yes.
inside^the breakwater ?r*;\reseakWater "0ul<i ^ave e:^ect of stopping the set of the current north,
221. And give the river a chance to scour out ? Tes.
2i2n VJ011 ‘l0 ^ •,tinkJ;h? southcrn breakwater is required at all ? The curve is too sharp, for one tffin". 
improved^01' ^ ^ CUrVe’ ^ Sh°0tS a"’ay n°rth- If U had been made straigbter it might have

the northern ^me^rst ^ breakwater, llot tbe traillmg-wall ? They would improve it if they started with

224 Can you explain why you think tbe north breakwater should be first built ? To keep the ebb-tide 
on the southern side, to give plenty of water, and to get a straight scour right out. As long as the water is 
confaned to a big space it will only make a flat.
225. You think that vyithout the construction of that breakwater these works will not do much good ? Ido not think they will. & ^± K
226. Do you know the river above the Government wharf ? Tes.
227. Do you think the construction of the south breakwater from a point at the top of the man to where 
it terminates would have a good effect on the river, by scouring out these sand-flats ? It will improve the crossing fli lot.
228. What do you call the crossing ? The first flat here painted yellow.
Sk^tehfta'ufltU1nk^rre*h‘r""'I“"”id",1,,*'it’'iU"0‘ impr0t<’ ‘1“S b‘r UDle“ '
230. Do you tbmk it will be likely to scour out the river, and lodge the sand on the bar ? It might. , 
vffk cV P°U tel1 |'be C.®m?ut*?e that the bar is getting very much worse by the construction of that little 
o7°7raina, inSlde ? Ves ; it has been worse since that work was started. ' -
232. Do you think that is the cause of it, or is there any other cause ? I cannot see any other cause for it.

MIKUTES OF EVIDEXCE—IIARBOCE WORKS AT HASTIXGS RIVER. 9
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H. England. 233. How long is it since that work was begun ? I suppose it is a little more than twelve months.
234. There is not very much completed, is there ? About 30 yards from the Beacon Rock.

3 Ma'T’ 1898. 235. You think that the £900 which has been spent on that work has not only been badly spent, but has 
affected the bar very detrimentally ? Yes ; if it had been spent on the other side it would have improved 

. it long ago ; we would have had plenty of water now. _
230. I cannot see what advantage the breakwater on the other side would be, when according to the 
reports submitted to us, the current comes down the river into the flat by the Government wharf and 
spreads over a great area of land ? It strikes the Government wharf, and then shoots right over to the 
northward.
237. That bit of training-wall which is built will not prevent it from shooting across to the northward? 
It strikes the wall of the breakwater now. The water is confined in the bay between the Government 
wharf and the breakwater.
238. Can that little bit of wall possibly have altered the current ? It strikes the end of the breakwater 
and shoots away to the northward. Before the breakwater was built there was all bare rock, and it went 
along the rocks.
239. You think that instead of that work being an improvement it is positively an injury to the harbour ? 
Yes, so far.
240. Have there been any floods or freshes in the river which would cause the bar to silt up, apart from 
the construction of that training-wall ? There has been no flood to speak of within the last three years.
241. Ordinarily speaking, what effect has a flood on the bar there? It always improves the bar.
242. Is it not very likely that by reason of there having been no floods for three years the bar has got 
worse ? That may be.
243. It may be owing to the absence of floods or to the construction of this bit of training-wall ? It may 
be owing to both.
244. But owing to some cause the bar is worse than it was formerly ? Yes.
245. JMr. TrickettJ] How often do you trade to Port Macquarie ? Twice a month.
246. Do you go to other places as well ? No.
247. What is the tonnage of your vessel? Sixty-two tons, drawing 7 ft. 8 in.
248. Are there any other sailing vessels trading to Port Macquarie ? Eight or nine.
249. Any steam communication ? The North Coast Company’s steamer. _
250. Are these vessels often bar-bound? The steamer is not very often bar-bound; it is at times. It 
draws a lot less water than we do.
251. What do you carry ? Timber.
252. How far do you go up the river? At times about 15 or 16 miles, but as a rule only 4 miles.
253. You have to be tugged up the river, I suppose ? Yes.
254*. Are there many other timber vessels trading there besides yours ? About eight.
255. What class of timber do you bring down? Sawn timber, comprising blackbutt, tallow-wood, 
mahogany, and other sorts. Three or four vessels bring nothing else but piles, girders, and logs.
256. Prom your observation, is the timber trade increasing ? It is. _
257. Is the supply of timber on the river a pretty large one ? I think so ; but they have to draw it in a 
bit further than they used to do.
258. What are the other products of the river ? Com; and two or three tin-mines have been started about 
15 miles above Morton’s Creek.
259. Are farming operations carried on along the river ? Yes ; there is a good bit of farming done all 
along the banks of the river.
260. Are these flats subject to floods ? Yes ; the river goes all over the farms at flood-time.
261. Do you think if these training-walls were constructed, and these sand-patches near the entrance were 
dredged away, they would be likely to form again ? I do not think they would ever form again.
262. Which way does the current set outside ? It is always setting to ithe northward at ebb-tide; more 
so now since the bar is away to the northward.
263. Does it shift at every tide ? Lately the bar has been shifting a lot.
264. But is the current shifting ? No ; the current is always setting to the northward.
265. I did not quite gather the reason why you think that the northern breakwater should be made first ? 
It would confine the water to the southern side; it would not spread so much. We would get a better 
scour. It would scour the sand out at ebb-tide.
266. It is not proposed at present to carry the eastern training-wall down any distance at all; from the 
eastern end of the eastern training-wall right away down to the entrance to the port on the northern side 
nothing is intended to be constructed at present;—do you think it is desirable that something should be 
constructed there ? Yes.
267. Will you state the reasons why you think so ? If the southern and western training-walls are con
structed, and part of the northern breakwater and training-wall are constructed, that will improve the bar.
268. But you think that they ought to construct the northern breakwater? Yes ; and the southern and 
western training-walls as well. That will confine the water.
269. If they carry on the eastern breakwater up the river as far as it is shown on the plan, and construct 
the whole of the western training-wall and what is called the southern training-wall, would not the water 
shoot from that eastern training-wall right down into the bend of the western training-wall, and then go

. out with a rapid rush ? The western training-wall wants to be there, otherwise the water will shoot away
down to this big bight here.
270. Mr. Wright.'] You mean to say that the whole of the works with the exception of the south training- 
wall should be carried out ? Yes. .
271. Mr. Trickett.] The Department proposes to go as far as the eastern end of that part of the eastern 
training-wall, but you say that the whole of the eastern training-wall and the north breakwater should be 
constructed ? The north breakwater and part of the training-wall. I do not see why they require to go 
so far up the river.
272. What is the nature of all that part of the river ? It is all sand. There is a lot of ballast there too, 
so that a training-wall is pretty well built there now.
273. Where is the bar you have to negotiate—by the wreck of the “ Ballina ” ? The water commences to 
get shallow there, but the bar is further out than that. It is abreast of the flagstaff.
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271. When you get over the bar you get into shallower water than there is at the bar ? Iso. H-England.
275. Does the position of the bar shift ? It shifts a bit to the northward, and a bit to the south.
276. Do you have to he towed into this place ? Except with a fair wind. We used to be able to get in 3 Ma3r>189s*
until about three or four years ago.
277. What has caused the difierenee ? The channel used to be right along the rocks, and we used to sail
in at dead low water. '
278. When vessels are bar-hound and cannot get into-port, where do they lie? Off Bird Bock, in 8 
fathoms of water.
279. Is it pretty good shelter there ? No ; we can lie there with a southerly wind for eighteen hours.
280. Suppose the breakwaters and the training-walls were constructed, would vessels, in your opinion, be 
able to enter the port in all weathers ? Xes, night or day.
281. I suppose the service of a tug would always be necessary at that entrance ? It would not be more 
necessary there than it is in the case of Newcastle. It is just according to how far the distance would be 
between the two breakwaters.
282. Would vessels be able to negotiate an entrance 650 feet wide in pretty well all weathers ? Tes.
283. Do you ever meet the captains of the steamers ? Yes.
284. Do they complain of the bar? Yes, very much.
285. Is it looked upon as a dangerous bar? It has not been. It has always been looked upon as the 
best bar on the coast, but lately it has been regarded as dangerous. There used always to be plenty of 
water on the bar.
286. Besides the wreck of the “ Ballina ” what other wrecks have occurred there during the last few 
years ? The “ Barrangarry,” a sailing vessel of 80 tons, was wrecked there about eight years ago ; the 
“ Candidate,” a ketch of between 80 and 90 tons, was also wrecked there; and the “ Bichmond,” a steamer 
of about 250 tons, was wrecked there between eight and nine years ago.
287. When did the last wreck occur ? The last vessel to be wrecked was the “ Candidate,” which was
lost with all hands. ■
288. Was that during a southerly gale? Yes. .
289. Was she trying to enter ? She entered, and got stuck on the bar, and broke up.
290. Was she sailing in ? Yes.
291. Have you ever been in any peril in entering or going out? Yes ; we have had all our bulwarks and 
sternworks washed out once or twice, when we have touched forward on the bar.
292. You seem to be of the opinion that the northern breakwater must be built to make a complete job of 
it ? The northern breakwater and the western training-wall.
293. Chairman.'] How long have you known this river? The first time I was there was fifteen years ago.
294. Do you say that until that small portion of the south training-wall, which is tinted black on the 
map, was built you always had a good bar ? Within the last eight years it has always been good.
295. Is it not very probable that some other cause has made the change in the condition of the bar, 
which you say has been produced by the construction of that work, at a cost of £900 ? I do not know 
what could have caused it, except that wall.
290. Do you make your statement as to the cause of the present condition of the bar from personal 
observations ? Yes.
297. What have you observed now in the river to lead you to make that statement? I always observe 
the tide. It is always shooting away to the northward since that work was begun.
298. Nothing of that kind occurred before the construction of that portion of the training-wall ? No.
299. What was the state of the bar before it was constructed ? There used to be between 15 and 16 feet 

. of water at high-water.
300. How long ago was that ? About two years ago.
301. When did you begin to observe that the bar was becoming difficult? After they started to build the 
breakwater.
302. ' How long after they began ? A few months.
303. Howr much of the work was done when you noticed the change which you say has taken place ?
About 20 or 30 yards.
304. Is it really your opinion that the construction of 20 yards of the south training-bank has produced 
the change in the bar which you say has taken place—that is to say, that instead of having 15 feet of water 
you have only 8 feet on the bar ? Yes.
305. Has there been an improvement in the river below that portion of the work which has been done, or 
has that portion of the river been getting worse ? It has. There is plenty of water alongside the break
water, as far as it is built.
306. Has the river, above the breakwater—that is, at the crossing—been getting better or worse ? It has
been getting better if anything. ,
307. Do you think it has been improved by the construction of that work ? I cannot see that it could
improve it much. *
308. Do youthink the portion which has been constructed has had any effect on that part of the river ? No.
309. Not any ? I do not think to breakwater has improved the crossing.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—HARBOUR WORKS AT HASTINGS RIVER. 11

Henry Bichard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbour and Bivers Branch, Department of
Public Works, sworn, and examined -

310. Vice-Chairman.] Have you prepared a statement ? I have not prepared a statement. I have only just r
returned from a trip to all the northern rivers. Carleton.
311. Mr. Boherts.] Are you perfectly familiar with the plan showing the proposed improvements of the , - a
entrance to the Hastings Biver ? Yes. 3 May, 1898.
312. The whole scheme, if carried out, is estimated to cost £163,000 ? Yes.
313. How much will that part of the scheme which has been referred to the Committee cost? £46,500.
314. Did not the Government get authority to borrow £11,000 to carry out a portion of this scheme?
Yes, on the Loan Estimates for 1896, £11,000 was voted, for the improvement of the Hastings Biver.
315. An additional outlay of £33,000 would carry out the works which are deemed necessary at the present 
time? Yes.
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H. R. 310. You have let a contract for the expenditure of £7,000 ? Yes ; and on the 31st December last £900 
Carleton. ^ad been paid on account of that contract, covering that portion of the training-wall which is tinted black 

»'TJ-'*' 77' on the map.
-T’ 317. Do you think it is better to commence with the south training-wall ? We think it is the first work

which should be carried out.
318. Is there good stone obtainable close at hand ? Excellent stone is obtainable in the township abcut 
1-|- mile away from the training-wall.
319. You have given a contract for the delivery of stone ? Yes, at 3s. 8d. or 3s. 9d. a ton.
320. Does that contract for £7,000 cover the construction of the whole of the south training-wall ? No ; 
it covers the construction of a little more than half the length which is shown on the map.
321. Will you tell the Committee how it is proposed to expend this sum of £46,000? The western 
training-wall, which will have a length of 8,200 feet, is estimated to cost £20,437 10s. ; the southern 
extension of the south training-wall, which will have a length of 2,315 feet, Is estimated to cost £13,915 ; 
and the inner portion of the eastern training-wall, which is shown by the full red line, and which will have 
a length of 3,000 feet, is estimated to cost £9,862 10s. These items, with 5 per cent, for supervision 
added, make a total of £46,500.
322. The balance of £120,000 would be required to complete the construction of the eastern training- 
wall and to construct the north and south breakwaters ;—will you now give the estimated cost of the 
portions required to complete the whole scheme ? The southern breakwater, 1,600 feet long, is estimated 
to cost £26,347 10s ; the extension of the eastern training-wall from here to the root of the breakwater, 
3,300 feet long, is estimated to cost £10,856 5s.; and the northern breakwater (a prolongation of the 
eastern training-wall), which will require very much more weighty material, and will have a length of
4,000 feet, is estimated to cost £73,025. These items, with 5 per cent, added for supervision, make a 
total of £115,600, in addition to this other sum of £46,500.
323. You have not given any estimate for dredging ; the dredging goes on in any case, I suppose ? Erom
time to time, as changes take place. We think that will be reduced as we obtain a scour along the walls. 
I suppose when the western wall is completed we will not require to put a dredge on any portion 
of it. _
324. If this scheme is carried out at a cost of £46,500, what will be the annual saving on dredging? I 
doubt whether there will be much saving. We have not done much dredging about the entrance to the 
river.
325. There is a dredge kept constantly at work ? Up the river principally. I would not expect any 
improvement in the river higher up from this work. We are improving all the flats on the river. There 
has been very little dredging done at the entrance. I think it is only a tenth part of the whole cost.
326. Could it be claimed that any saving would take place in the way of dredging if this work were carried 
out ? Yes ; probably a tenth part of our expenditure. We have to dredge in front of the wharf—that 
would be done away with.
327. On each North Coast river I suppose you have to employ a dredge ? Yes ; I think there would 
still be almost continuous dredging on the Hastings. Eor instance, when we got better water on the bar 
we should get a larger class of vessel, and we must improve the river higher up to let those vessels go up 
the stream.
328. Did you hear the last witness say that the bar is in a worse state since the construction of the south 
training-wall has been going on ? Yes.
329. Is it attributable in any way to that work ? There is a possibility that the wall may cause the water 
to shoot across in a northerly direction, but that will all be overcome when the western wall is built.
330. You have every confidence that it will? Yes.
331. You have had a large experience of these rivers ? Yes. I have been on nearly all the bars on the 
coast during the last month.
332. You have every confidence that this scheme will bring about the desired result ? I think it will.
333. Do you not regard it as a bad entrance ? No.
334. How much water was there on the bar at the time of your last visit ? About 9 feet.
335. Has it not been very bad recently? One or two of the rivers—the Hastings and the Bellinger— 
have been rather bad. The Bellinger improved 4 feet in one night while I was there.
336. AYas it at low tide that there -was 9 feet of water on the Hastings bar at the time of your last

. visit ? No. '
337. You do not think it would be necessary to construct the more expensive portion of the work at 
present ? I think not.
338. Is the object of taking the south breakwater out in a curved shape to leave a wave-trap ? Yes ; it is 
to prevent the sea running along the south training-wall, and affecting the shipping lying at what will 
probably be the future wharf site.

' 339. These wave-traps have been found to be most effectual ? Mr. AYalsh, the district engineer, says
that there is a marked improvement already in the range of the sea at the Queen’s wharf at Newcastle.
340. That is on the southern side of the Newcastle entrance? Yes.
341. ^Referring to the entrance to the Hastings Biver,—is not the southern side naturally protected fairly 
wTell at present? Yes ; but there is a rocky, jagged, foreshore there, in which the current gets entangled 
and weakened.
342. But would not the formation of the land there, running out slightly in an easterly direction, cause it 
to be smooth ? It is a fairly well-sheltered bar, in consequence of having that good headland on the 
southern side.
343. Are there not some islands which afford some additional shelter ? They are very small, and do 
not give much shelter.
344. AVhat is the object in putting the north breakwater there;—is it done with the object of breaking 
the north-easterly weather, or is it done with the object of forming a scour? Eor that purpose, and for 
confining the tidal current at ebb tide, and contracting the channel to a width of 650 feet. Otherwise a 
flood might come down, and cut the sand off the northern sandspit, and you would have a too wide an 
entrance.
345. Is not the wreck of the “ Ballina” a great obstacle to navigation ? AYe blew it up some time ago.
It is not so troublesome now as it was. I think portions of the wreck are there still. ■

‘ ‘ 346:
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34G. Would it not be a great improvement if you got rid of it altogether ? We endeavour to break it up H. R. 
in small pieces, and it sinks into the sand. " Carleton.
:147. It is right in the fairway ? It is. 3 MavTsilS
348. Is it intended to endeavour to get rid of it ? I fancy when we create a scour it will sink down itself. . ’
Something of the same kind occurred on the Tweed, when we blew up the wreck of the “ Chindera.”
349. Is the wreck of the “ Ballina” visible at high or low-water ? No ; not unless you go over it, and 
look down into the water. There is nothing projecting above the surface of the water.
350. Is the spot marked for the guidance of navigators ? Yes ; there are buoys to guide the shipping.
351. The present entrance is to the south of the “ Ballina” wreck ? Slightly to the south of that w'reck.
352. How long would it take to carry out these works estimated to cost £40,500? Six years, I think.
353. Mr. O'Connor.'] How' much work is done up to the present? About 600 feet of the south training- 
wall—that is out to within a few' feet of the Beacon Bock.
354. What is the distance between the southern training-wall and the western training-wall ? About 
350 feet.
355. When the works are completed, what w7ill be the tonnage of the ships w'hich can safely enter the 
river? Any ships on a draught of 14 feet.
356. Mr. Blach.] Is it a fact that through what seems to be an abrupt turn made by that portion of the 
south training-wall which has been constructed, the tide deflects strongly against the northern shore? I 
hardly think it is. Between the south training-wall and the shore it is rather a rocky ground. We have 
to go out to a certain distance to get on to sandy bottom where w'e would be able to create a scour. This 
rather sharp turn is merely the approach to the training-wall.
357. If that approach to the training-w'all had been more gradually diverted from the contour of the coast, 
would not the tide have been more gently deviated into the entrance? I had a good look at it myself 
when I was there the other day, and the water lying in this portion here was all slack; there was no run 
at all; in fact it wTas slightly silted up.
358. There is no scour in that corner ? No ; if anything it w'as slightly silted up.
359. You think that in no circumstance is there likely to be a set from the south training-wall tow'ards 
the other bank ? There might be a slight turn at present, but that will all be overcome when the western 
training-wall is constructed. No doubt it might affect the current slightly at the present time.
360. In the event of there being strong easterly or northerly gales, would there not be a tendency for the 
tide to break over the sand-terraces there and silt the channel up ? I hardly think so. It is a good 
sandspit there. I have never heard of it breaking over there. You get into the scrub very soon up there.
361. It is marked on the plan, I see, as “ high-water mark?” All inside that black line on the plan is 
considerably above high-water mark.
362. It is called a low sandspit on the plan ? I should say it is from 6 feet to 8 feet above high-water mark.
363. What is the character of the land which is marked pink on the northern side? It is the ocean at 
present. In the event of the north breakwater being constructed we think the sand will accumulate over 
that part and silt up there.
364. Suppose you do not construct the northern training-wall, and you have easterly or northerly gales, 
will not they have a tendency to ease away the sand from that bank, and deposit it in the channel? No 
doubt an easterly gale would drive sand across there, but the strong current we hope to have down the 
western training-wall will wash it out again.
365. You think that will be sufficient to keep it clear? I think we shall be able to keep the channel 
clear. We have a wall on only the southern side of the Clarence, and it keeps itself well open.
366. Do you expect to have a very great scour along the western training-wall and the south training- 
wall ? I think so. Probably a scour-out to 14 or 15 feet at low-water.
367. Will there be no danger of it falling in? It will fall in from time to time as a scour takes place.
36S. It will have to be strengthened ? It will have to be made up from time to time until it comes to its 
bearings.
369. 1 asked Mr. Darley if he thought it would not be possible to cut across that neck of land which is 
shown on the plan for the purpose of saving so much wall construction ? I think that is a very excellent 
scheme. Mr. Darley did consider that point, but it would be rather too expensive. It would run into 
too much money.
370. You think that it would be more expensive to cut through that neck than to construct the other 
work ? Yes ; the training-walls would have to be made in any case.
371. What depth of water do you expect to have in the channel? I should think we ought to get from 
12 to 14 feet at low-water right through.
372. Will that have the effect of keeping the bar open ? Yes ; it is a fairly good bar as it is, and it will 
have the effect of making it a more permanent channel.
373. Is this proposed work designed in the interests of the town of Port Macquarie, or in the interests of 
the people further up the river ? It is designed simply to enable vessels to get inside the bar and to bring 
out anything from the river.
374. Will it be of any assistance to people further up the river ;—will it enable steamers of any size to 
have communication with farmers and others up the river ? A vessel drawing 8 feet can go now to 
Wauchope, which is 17 miles up the river.
375. Is it at the head of the navigation ? No ; I think smaller vessels can go beyond that point. I know 
that a vessel drawing 7 feet 8 inches can go to Wauchope now'.
376. Is there any town of importance beyond Wauchope? Morton’s Creek. Then two arms of the 
river—the Wilson and the Maria—are also’navigable.
377. I suppose the farmers on these rivers send their stuff down by droghers to the wharf near the -
entrance? Yes.
378. Have you taken into your consideration the possibility of affording them direct steam communica
tion ? I do not know that this scheme before the Committee w'ould give the farmers up the river direct 
communication with larger vessels, but it will be possible, by dredging, to remove the few shallow flats 
that exist, and thus enable vessels of larger draught to get up the river.
379. Do you think that if these shallow flats are dredged up the river they will make up again? They
will require touching up from time to time. AYe might keep them open by depositing stone along the 
side of the cutting. ^ ‘
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. H. R. 380. By an. artificial narrowing of the scour ? Exactly. It is generally in the wide parts of the river 
Carleton. jg shallow. If we construct light training-walls it may improve the current.

Vtu^Tror 3^1- Do you think the advantage from- the construction of these training-ivalls would he permanent 
a^’ ' without the construction of the breakwaters? Yes; as far as the wall itself goes. You will get deep

water along the wall wherever it is constructed, and for some considerable distance ahead of it.
382. But will you do away with the shifting bar? I think the south training-wall will improve the bar.
383. Do you know the depth of the river above where these soundings are marked on the plan? It
varies very much. We have a line of soundings up the river, for a considerable distance. _
384. What is the draught of the vessels "which can go now as far as AYauchope ? A vessel drawing 8 feet 
can go there at high-water.
385. Mr. Zee.] The question has arisen whether the importance of this district would justify the expendi
ture of this sum on harbour works;—are you prepared to make any suggestion by which this proposal 
can be modified, and yet practically attain the end required ? I think Mr. Darley has cut it down as fine 
as it possibly can be cut to obtain a fair result. _
386. Are we to understand that unless the works arc carried out as a whole, as designed, and submitted 
to the Committee, the Department will not guarantee that the depth of water will be got ? That is so.
387. If there is any departure from that design, or if there is an abandonment of any portion of the
proposed works, then, in your opinion, will the effectiveness of the scheme be destroyed ? It depends on 
the extent of the modification. . ...
388. AYhere is the absolute pressing necessity to construct that portion of the eastern training-wTall which
is submitted to this Committee ? To deflect "the current at the bend of the river, across the channel on 
to the western training-wall. _
389. Which training-wall do you propose to start first ? The south training-wall. _ _
390. AVhieh one do you propose to take next ? I think the western training-wall and the eastern training- 
wall should be carried on simultaneously.
391. To which training-wall do you attach more importance—the eastern or the western ? The wrestern.
392. AWmld it be a serious departure from the design of the Departmental scheme if that eastern portion
were omitted altogether ? I think you would lose a great deal of the benefit of the western training-wall 
if you cut it out. The western training-wall would not be nearly so effective. _ _
393. AYould it not bo possible, instead of making that long length of eastern training-wall, to run a 
projecting spur out there ? I do not think that would be advisable. These spurs create eddies, and baffle 
the current very much.
394. Admitting that nothing can so effectively do the work as a wmll-designed training-wall, in view of the 
circumstances surrounding this proposal, is there no possibility by which a wall of that character can be 
modified ? A short wall in that position would cost nearly as much ; it runs through deep water.
395. The distance between that point and the laud is very much shorter? Yes; I do not like spurs 
running out from the land, because they create disturbing eddies and whirlpools.
396. I presume that a reduction in the scheme, or in the cost of the work, will depend on the circumstances 
which will develop while it is being constructed ? Yes ; we must watch the progress of the work from 
time to time.
397. After all the sums we are dealing with are approximately what will be required to carry out the
work? AYe can tell fairly well non-. Erom the experience we have had, we can now get very close to 
the cost of a work like this. _
398. It has been stated by a witness, not a professional witness, that experience could prove that the south 
breakwater will have to be built;—have you any reason to believe that that will eventually have to be 
carried out, notwithstanding the fact that your present works are carried out in their entirety ? I. think 
the south training-wall will be sufficient for a considerable time to come, from what I know of the shipping

’ of the district and of the bar. .
399. AVill it be sufficient to give the required depth of water at all times ? I think so.
400. Is there not likely to be a condition of affairs arising that wull probably render the bar outside the
south training-wall quite inoperative under certain conditions ? Only in heavy gales and bad weather. I 
fancy there will be water enough, but it may be too rough. _
401. What about the piling up of the sand there ? I think that south training-wall will be sufficient to 
drive the bar out into deep water and maintain a depth of from 12 to 14 feet on it.
402. How are you going to set up a scour with a shifting bank of that sort ? Because the water will
cling to the western and south training-walls, and keep a channel open alongside them.
403. You direct the current to that side ? Yes. Once it is brought on to that concave-shaped wall it
will cling to it all the "way. ■ In fact, you could not drive it away from it.

. 404. Would not the produce of that district be fairly dealt with if it was continued to bedroghered down
to the wharf at Port Macquarie—in other words, if you were to improve your entrance only and abandon 
these works up the river on the eastern and western sides ? I do not thinkyou could improve the entrance 
without constructing these walls, so as to concentrate the current on the bar. At present it loses its effect 
by wandering all round the bay at the western side of the township.
405. Your reply is that it could not be done, because the leading principle of the scheme is that the water 
shall be kept in a channel ? Yes, and directed on to the bar.
406. That would not be the case if the western training-wall were abandoned ? I think not.
407. It is quite evident that you have considered the matter from every point of viewr ? I think it has
been weighed very carefully.
408. You have been to the district ? Several times.
409. Suppose a flood occurs, will not your training-walls be all covered ;—will there not be an unbroken 
sea from one side to the other ? No ; the floods at the mouths of these rivers rarely rise above high

' water level. It remains at high water even though the tide is falling. You have a continuous high tide,
perhaps, for two or three days if there is a big flood in the river, but it does not rise much above high- 
water level.
410. Are the heights of the training-walls such that they would be above high-water mark? Yes.
411. How much ? Two or three feet; but it depends upon their proximity to the sea.
412. These conditions w-ill not apply up the river ? No ; it rises to any height up there.
413. You do not see your way clear to modify the proposal in any way ? 1 think Mr. Darley has cut it
as fine as it could be done to produce a useful effect. 414.
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414. Have you ever reckoned what it costs to maintain these training-walls and breakwaters ? The cost 
of maintenance is very slight. On the Clarence there is a training-wall from 2 to 3 miles long, and we 
have not put a stone on it for a year.
415. Do you keep a staff of men there ? Ho; they are carrying; out other work of the kind. If any 
erosion took place, or there was any falling in of the wall we would make it up, but the necessity to do so 
has not arisen. I think the cost of maintaining the training-wall on the Eichmond is very little.
416. Mr. Clarke.'] You stated that the entrance to Port Macquarie is not a bad one ? As compared with 
other bars on the coast it is rather a good one.
417. You think it is equal, if not superior, to the entrance to the Manning, the Bellinger, the Macleay, 
and the Nambucca ? I think it is at the present time. It is not quite as good as the Macleay new 
entrance at the present time, but that is all.
41S. If the entrance is as good as you say it is, how can you account for so many vessels being lost there ? 
I understand that the “ Candidate,” the last vessel wrecked there, turned completely over, that she never 
struck the bottom at all. The pilot told me that he was standing on the hill at the time, and saw her 
turn completely over in the sea.
419. The “Ballina” was wu’ecked there too ? She got out of the channel. It is a rough rocky bottom 
in places, and there is no hope for a vessel if she gets on to the rocks.
420. Is it your opinion, that, unless this sum of £46,500 is spent on these improvements, it would be, 
perhaps, not advisable to spend any more ? I think we shall have a fairly good entrance then, and 
certainly drive the .shipping away from that bad and foul ground. They could not get on to it then. -
421. As it is it is not a bad entrance ? Ho ; it is better than the entrance to the Hambucca by far. I do 
not know that it is much better than the entrance to the Bellinger, which is so much improved, in consequence 
of our work.

H. R. 
Carleton.

3 May, 1898.

422. Suppose that the scheme before the Committee is carried out at a cost of £46,500, would it give a 
greater depth of water on the bar ? Yes; it will improve itself more than that. Hine feet is very bad for 
the Hastings. They have as much as 15 feet there at times. They have not had any good floods to assist 
them there for several years.
423. Do you know the nature of the country which is drained by the river? Yes.
424. Is it good country or is it inferior country ? I should say it is good country up the valley of the 
river.
425. Is the back country timbered? It is timbered, and there is some grazing country. I never saw better 
grass in twenty years experience than I saw last month down the whole of the coast—down a strip 20 miles 
wide—from Queensland to IS ewcastle.
426. Vice-Chairman.] What rivers have you visited? The Macleay, Hambucca, Manning, Tweed, Eichmond,
Clarence, Bellinger, and Camden Haven. "
427. Have you kept a record of the state of the bar at the Hastings for a great many years ? Yes.
428. Can you state what the condition of that bar has been during the past eight or ten years ? Our
information only starts from April, 1896. In April, 1896, there was 13 feet of water on the bar : in May, 
11 feet; in June, 11 feet; in July, 11 feet; in August, 11 feet; in September, 10 feet; in Hovember, 12 
feet; and in December, 12 feet. In January, 1897, there was 10 feet on the bar. ■
429. Taking the whole of 1897, what was the least depth of water on the bar during the year ? The 
least depth was on June 7, when there was only 5 feet of water and all the shipping was bar-bound.
430. Was that for a short period ? It lasted from June 7 to June 17. On June 7, there was 5 feet; on 
June 17, 5 ft. 9 in. ; on June 29, 9 feet; and on July 28, 9 feet.
431. When was the work, which is in course of construction, started? That contract has been running 
nearly a year.
432. Had the last witness any ground for the opinion he expressed, that the bad condition of the bar last 
year in some measure was caused by the works in progress ? I think not.
433. Will you say why you think so? I think the bar was actually shallower before that contract was let
than it has been since. “ '
434. Therefore there can be little doubt that the previous witness was mistaken as to the cause ? 
Perhaps not before the contract was let, but before the wmrk was commenced.
435. At any time previous to 1897 had the bar been in anything like as bad a condition as it was then ? 
They appear to have had very good water all through 1896 ; but in February, 1897, which was considerably 
before the contract was let, there was only 7 ft. 6 in. of water, and in April, 1897, 6 ft. 6 in.
436. With that explanation before you, are you now confirmed in the opinion you have expressed that the
condition of the bar was not prejudicially affected in any way by the works in progress ? I feel pretty 
sure that the training wall has had no effect on the bar. "
437. Do you think that if merely the south training-wall were completed the bar would be improved? 
Hardly, on account of the river current wandering round the bay on the western side of the town.
438. Therefore, in commencing that portion of the work first, you did not expect to get any good results
until other work in connection with the whole of the scheme was carried out? There will be some slight 
improvement from it, because at present the water in passing out to sea loses a great deal of its force on 
this wandering over the rocks and this jagged foreshore of the township. ■
439. But you did not contemplate any substantial improvement being effected simply by the completion 
of the works now in progress ? I am afraid that it would not be very marked. We would have deep 
water along the wall itself. Whether its effect will be felt on the bar I am not prepared to say.

WEDNESDAY,
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Prank Parnell, Esq.

Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings River.

AV. J. William John MacDonnell, J.P., accountant, sworn, and examined :—
MacDonnell. 440. Vice-Chairman.'] What is your position ? I am now an accountant in the city. I was formerly manager 
4 May^ 189S ^°'v South Wales at Port Macquarie.

* y’ ’ 441. Mr. Earnell.] You have bad an opportunity to look into the pi’oposal before the Committee? Yes.
442. Have you a knowledge of the entrance to the Hastings River? Yes.
443. Will you state your opinion as to the justification for carrying out these works, and as to the result 
which they will have on the navigation ? The principal obstruction to the entrance is the shifting bar. 
It varies in depth from 4 ft. 6 in. and 5 ft. to 10 ft. and 12 ft. at times from the end of the western 
training-wall to nearly the end of the proposed breakwater. It is never very stable ; it varies. A very 
heavy flood often scours it away, and then there is about 10 feet of water on the bar; but after that 
it shoals up again. I have known steamers to be delayed several times on account of the shoaling which 
has taken place.
444. Is the shoaling caused by the sand washing in from the sea? No doubt it is, and then the sandbanks 
are always shifting. That point is always shifting. Sometimes it is carried clean away, and then it is 
reformed.
445. What effect do you think the construction of these works will have ? I am not qualified to give an 
opinion ; but the general opinion is that the south training-wall would create a scour and carry the sand 
out. Sir John Coode, I think, had another idea. He proposed a northern training-wall, outside which, 
when a north-east wind blew—which is the prevailing wind there for eight months out of the year—the 
sand would accumulate, instead of coming into the harbour.
440. Do you think it is likely that the construction of the northern training-wall would have that effect ? 
I think so. There is no doubt that the major quantity of the sand comes in from the ocean.
447. Ybu know the trade which is done on the river ? Very well.
448. Would it justify an expenditure of £163,000 on this scheme? The principal trade there is in maize, 
timber, and live stock. There is no doubt that on account of the cheap carriage the people of the port 
would sooner see the entrance to the harbour made perfect, so that steamers could get in without 
interruption, than have a railway there. You cannot surpass a steamer for carrying that stuff. You could 
not send maize and timber by train. There is a very large export of timber. Three or four sawmills are 
kept fully employed sending timber to Sydney, Queensland, &c.
449. Eor how long in the year have you known the navigation to be stopped? It has only been 
occasionally slopped (and then at long intervals) for a short time; but many times, perhaps for three or four 
months in the year—not consecutively, hut altogether—steamers have been delayed either by the obstruction 
to the harbour or by the bad weather preventing them from getting out. If the breakwater gives a clear 
channel the steamer can go in in all weathers. The steamer can practically go in now at any time, but 
she cannot always get out. I have known steamers to lie nearly a fortnight in the harbour waiting for a 
chance to get out.
450. You think the construction of the breakwater will create a channel which will let the steamers come 
in at all times ? Yes.
451. How long have you known this district? Erom 1882 to 1896.
452. Has the trade of the district increased in that period ? Yes, it has held its own very well. During 
the last few years it has fallen off a little owing to had seasons. The farmers have been unfortunate with 
their maize crops through floods and other causes, and, therefore, they have not had so much produce to 
export, but the population is increasing, and the timber industry is increasing.
453. Have you heard the people who are engaged in the industries complain of want of facilities ? They 
are always growling. Every man has his own idea, but they all insist on an improvement of the harbour 
being made.
454. You think it would he an incentive to the development of the district if these harbour facilities were 
afforded ? Yes.
455. You think that the trade at present, as well as the trade in prospective, would justify the expenditure 
which is proposed by the Government? Yes ; the development of the trade is crippled by the want of a 
proper outlet.
456. What resources of the district might he further developed ? There is mining. There are indications 
of copper, tin, and gold up in the mountains. At a place 60 or 70 miles from the head of the river, a 
good deal of gold has been found, but the means of access is very difficult. The best way for people to get 
there is via Walcha.
457. I mean, what industries would create a trade on the river ? The people are going in for dairy farming 
and creameries. The factory established in Port Macquarie during the last twelve months promises to 
he a great success; hut that depends on getting a proper outlet for the ships. Eggs, fowls, and other 
perishable articles have had to he thrown overboard. There is also a large industry in fishing. Some men 
came from Sydney, and were very successful at deep-sea fishing for a time, but when they had caught a 
cargo the steamer was unable to go out and so the fish had to be thrown over. Oysters are prolific there.
458. Do you think the timber industry lias at its back a sufficient supply ? Yes; a large area of the 
country has not been tapped yet.
459. What is the nature of the timber? Cedar, mahogany, and ironbark. A number of railway sleepers 
come from there.

460.
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460. Are there plenty of areas available for agricultural pursuits? Yes. Most of the land along the W. J.
river is taken up by farmers. At the back, where they have a little more difficulty in getting to navigable ^ac^onneU. 
waters, the land has not been taken up. But that land would be taken up if they had proper means of ,'T, A ~ ' access to Sydney. r j r v 4 May, 1898.
461. Are these settlers of an industrious turn of mind? Yes. They are slow-going in these country 
places, but they are all industrious. .Nearly every farmer has his own trap, and is fairly prosperous.
462. Arethere areas of land available for settlement ? Yes, on the Comboyne district, and up the Maria 
and the Wilson Rivers.
463. It is quite possible that if proper facilities were afforded to the shipping, settlers would take up this 
land ? No doubt they would.
464. Are these lands suitable for agricultural purposes ? No.
465. Are they suitable for dairying purposes? They are not high-class lands; they are good lands for 
grazing. Ihe back lands are not very good for maize-growing. The maize-growing land is all along the 
banks, but that land has nearly all been taken up. There is a large industry in dairying now. Hitherto, 
the chief attention has been paid to maize-growing. The price of maize has been low, and as land is

ri 00<^S a. drbught8 alternately, the people think that they have a better outlet in dairy farming.
, u <^ -r°u glve us an idea of the value of the trade to the district per annum? It would be rather 

dithcult to say what it is. There are from 30,000 to 40,000 bags of maize shipped to Sydney annually, 
ihereare no statistics published in Port Macquarie, but it is a trade which keeps the North Coast Company’s 
steamer continually employed, besides a dozen schooners which take away timber and bring back supplies.
^ j? steamer goes there twice a week, and makes, perhaps, a hundred trips a year.
467. Suppose these works are carried out, do you know any other portions of the river where it will be 
necessary to incur any expenditure ? No ; the river is pretty clear up to Morton’s Creek for vessels of 
the size which go there, not for the schooners. Then up the Wilson River as far as the Ballengarra, 23 
miles, small schooners can go.

y°u know the nature of the construction at the entrance ? It is shifting sand with a rocky

^9‘ mi°W deeP do you think tlle bottom is ? The late pilot said it was from 13 to 14 feet.
470. There is sufficient room with this scour to allow of a boat drawing 10 or 11 feet to go in and out ? 
xes. bteamers drawing 7 feet can go in now. I have been on a steamer when she has had to wriggle 
her way through the sand and wait for a wave to .carry her over, and so get on inch by inch. But you 
mi «-D0itr^et>?U-L way' Most of the accidents have happened when the ships have been going out.
tz.® A;a^™ai the “Richmond,” and other vessels have struck on the sand, and could not clear themselves.
'71. xou think Che force of the tide running out will be quite sufficient to form & scour? Yes ; it runs 

very swiftly. It would carry a boat swiftly down the river. It goes out at the rate of 4 or 5 miles an hour.
472 It will go very much faster when the work is completed ? Yes. There is a channel which is always 
cutting itself out m different parts of the sand. J
478. Have the floods made any material difference in the channel ? They scour them out for the time.
Ihe pilot has to go and survey the channel after each flood, and lay down the buoys in new places.
474. You tmnk that directly the training-walls are erected the first flood will probably carry out thousands 
ot tons or sand r That is the impression which the people have formed.

y°u th!Qk tllc work will be of a permanent character ? I think so. If you are going to spend 
all that money it ought to be permanent. A makeshift work will not do.
476. You think it is not a right policy to peddle with these things, but to make the works of a permanent 
character right out ? Certainly.
477. Mr. Black.'] Do you think that with the construction of the western training-wall and the southern
traming-wall, and the upper portion of the eastern training-wall, a sufficient scour will be created to keep .
that channel open, and to make the bar easy of access ? There is no doubt about it, because higher up
the river expands as wide as a mile and a half, and the tidal flow would make a big body of water come 

con1stf1,ct, channel. When the tide is running out there is a large scour, and it must go out.
478. Do you hold the opinion that this work will be sufficient? I think it will.
479. When there are strong easterly gales or northerly gales, does the sea ever break over that sandspit on
the northern side ? No ; but it has done so in flood time when the water has been banked up The river 
has broken out over here, but it has always filled up again. ‘
480. At high tide and in time of floods, you say the river water being penned up has broken across the 

si^dsPlt at a sP°t near the scrub ? Yes. I have no personal knowledge of it. T was told that it did.
481. xou have never known the sea to break over? No.
482. You do not anticipate that the channel might at anytime be silted up by the action of the sea 
breaking across the sandspit ? I do not think so. It was not from the action of the sea, but from the action 
ot the river that it occurred. The water could not get out; the outlet was not sufficient and it broke over

baal,k- That must have happened twenty years ago or more—such a thing has not happened since.
483. Ot course these works would not prevent a contingency of that character ? I do not know How
high would the wall be ? "
484. It would be 3 feet above high-water ? The water never rises very high. That bank is very low 
especially where it pins on to the timber. When the north-east wind blows the sand away it is pretty low’
485. How high should you say the sandbank was ? The highest part would not be 10 feet above water, 
and the lowest would not be more tban 5 feet above water.
486. It is a variable quantity ? Yes; the sand is always shifting.
487. There have been no attempts to build it up or make it permanent? No, you could not do it It is
just loose sand. There was some talk some time ago of getting some grass seed planted over it but it ended m nothing. ' or*
488. Do you think that the two breakwaters as shown on the plan are indispensable to the success of the

fTi6' 1 i'h[nk , ey are wanted> there are various opinions held on the point. I should fancy
that the north breakwater is most indispensable. It would stop the banking up of the sand I think At 
present the north-east wind brings the sand into the entrance, but with a breakwater at that point the 
sand would be banked up outside, and could not come in. The late pilot was always under the idea that 
the south training-wall would be enough—that the scour it would create would carry out any sand.

55—0 489.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE---- HARBOUR WORKS AT HASTINGS RIVER. 17



1084

W. J. 489. In heavy north-easterly gales is there any eating away of the extreme edge of that sandspit ? It is 
MacDonnell. a;[wayS changing. Sometimes it is carried away, and then it reforms.
A/ivr-”A~iRo« 490. When it is carried away is it washed into the channel ? Yes, very often. _

a^’ * 491. What other towns are there on the river besides Wauchope? Only townships, not regular towns.
There are Ennis, Beechwood, Morton’s Creek and other settlements along theriver.
492. They are only small centres ? They are only convenient places for shipping. _ _
493. You think that if this proposed work were constructed, the people would be provided with a
convenience which they now lack ? There would be the convenience of regularity in the shipping, and 
of getting their produce away. _
494. You think that this work, if constructed, would get rid of the shifting bar ? Yes.
495. I suppose if the entrance were deepened in the channel you would have larger steamers put on ? 
Yes, the company cannot risk their larger steamers now.
496. Larger steamers will be able to face rougher weather, and make quicker passages ? Yes.
497. And you would have no delays outside or inside? No. As a rule, the steamer.can get in except
in very bad weather. They do not like facing the bar when they are going to Sydney. _ _
498. In your position of bank manager, you acquired some knowledge of the resources of the district and
its financial strength. Do you see anything in the district to warrant the expenditure of £46,500, which 
includes the contract of £7,333 now in progress, in constructing the south training-wall, the western 
training-wall, and the upper portion of the eastern training-wall ? I certainly think the prospects of the 
trade of the district warrant the expenditure of that sum. _
499. What are the chief products of the district ? Maize, wine, and timber. The people are now going
in for dairying. .
500. What sort of dairying country is it ? It is very good. A large number of persons are coming up 
from the South Coast to take up properties there.
501. What do they grow on the river flats ? Maize. _ _
502. Do they have any floods ? They are liable to floods. A flood destroys the maize crop and improves 
the land.
503. Does it always improve the land ? Nearly always. The banks are pretty steep, and the^water comes 
up at the back of these high lands, and deposits silt. The farmers do not mind a flood once in five or six 
years, but when it comes year after year, as it did in the early nineties, it is rather ruinous.
504. There is a fair depth of water in some of the upper reaches of the river ? Yes, it is very deep. It
is only at the crossings that there are small bars in the river. The river itself has a fair channel, and a 
large steamer can go up it for 13 miles. _ _ , _
505. Would there be much dredging required to make the channel open for fairly large-sized steamers?
Steamers drawing 7 or 8 feet can get up to Wauchope, 20 miles, and they do not want to go any farther. 
Eor the convenience of the ships themselves, and in order to get out to sea quickly, they prefer to stop 
at the wharf and to get the cargo brought down by droghers. _ _
506. You think that if the bar were improved and the channel deepened they would maintain the
droghering system ? The steamers could only go as far as Wauchope. I do not think the river could 
ever be made available for large steamers beyond that point. It would make very little difference, I 
think; it is a matter for the company to consider. _ .
507. Is the town of Port Macquarie growing at all, or is it stagnant ? It has been growing, but I think 
it is at a standstill just now. The population is 1,000. Erom 1880 to 1890, or 1893, it was increasing. 
A great number of persons have left the town, but the town itself has not gone back.
508. Can you give any reason for this exodus of population? Only that young fellows want to go out 
and see the world. A good number of them went over to South Africa during the boom time.
509. Is it not the older residents who leave ? No ; very few of the old people are leaving.
510. I suppose all the land in the lower reaches of the river is of poor quality? Yes, between Wauchope 
and the port. There is very little settlement.
511. It is ordinary coast country ? Yes. _ _
512. Eurther up, what is the character of the soil—black loam? Yes. There is a good deal of red soil
on the ridges, and it is very suitable for horticulture and fruit. _
513. How wide is the country between the river and the ranges ? It averages from 4 to 5 miles on each
side between the river and the high land. _
514. This land is good throughout? No; the best agricultural land is near the river banks. They have
not used much of the back land. _
515. How does the milk come down to the river to the creamery at the port ? I think they have their
own launch. _
516. Then they make daily trips to collect the milk ? Yes ; it was started since I left the port. _ _
517. You do not know anything about the output of butter? No, except that more people are giving 
their attention to butter. They are utilising lands which they could not utilise for maize-growing.
518. Mr. Wright.~\ Are you still a resident of Port Macquarie ? No. I removed to Sydney a little under 
two years ago.
519. What is the population of the district ? I should say from 8,000 to 10,000. •
520. During your long residence did the population increase or decrease ? It increased certainly..
521. Markedly ? No. Port Macquarie was once entitled to six aldermen, but when the population got
over 1,000 they were entitled to nine aldermen, the number which they have now. _
522. Eormerly it wras a much more important place than it is now ? Certainly. At one time it was the 
complete centre for the Government business, the banking business, and everything. The opening of the 
rivers to the north and south has drawn away the trade, but that has found its level.
523. Port Macquarie is now: in its normal position ? Yes.
524. Do you think that if the harbour is improved and better facilities are afforded there is much prospect 
of the population increasing ? Certainly.
525. Is there much available land open for cultivation now ? Not alluvial land, but a good lot of second- 
class agricultural land fit for dairying is available.
526. You get no good alluvial land till you get up to about Eawdon Island ? No.
527. How far up does that extend ? Eully 20 or 30 miles above Itawdon Island on both banks of the 
river, but principally on the southern bank.
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528. There is a great deal of timber in the district ? Tes, very good timber. MacDonnell
529. Does it grow in fairly good soil or in bad soil? I do not think it grows in very good soil. They A ‘
generally have to go out into the hilly districts for the timber. 4, jggg.
530. But the land on the river frontage is generally pretty low ? Tes, it is alluvial land which the river ’
has cut its way through. The banks are from 15 to 20 feet above the river. _
531. Is there not a considerable area of swampy land which may be drained and brought into cultivation ?
Tes, about Blackman’s Point.
532. At the junction of the Maria Biver and the Hastings Biver is there not a considerable area of 
swamp which might be drained ? Tes. Where the township of Hastings was supposed to have been, 
there is a large swamp there. Between the Maria Biver and the sea there is a large area which is all 
swamp.
533. These swampy lands when drained are generally of the richest description? Tes.
534. It is possible that at a moderate expenditure a large area which is now useless except for grazing 
stock may be used as fertile land? Between the Maria Biver and the ocean it is nearly all swampy land.
It would make splendid dairying land. It is dark black soil.
535. If drained you think it would carry a large population ? Tes.
536. That land if utilised in the best way would sustain a large increase in the present population ?
Tes. This land runs out for 20 or 30 miles, nearly to the Macleay Biver.
537. I suppose the land on the low ridges if cleared is fairly good grazing land ? Tes, it is what we call 
second-class agricultural land.
538. It is good grazing land ? Tes.
539. Do you think there is much chance of a large dairying industry springing up on the Hastings and 
its tributaries ? I think there is a good chance indeed. The climate is suitable. There is no fear of a 
drought there. Whenever it does rain the district always gets the rain.
540. One prime factor which is wanted to develop this district in this or any other respect is certainty of 
communication with Sydney ? Tes.
541. With that certainty assured to the port, you think that there is a good future before the district ?
Certainly.
542. Do you think the importance of this district would justify the country in expending nearly £50,000 '
to provide a good harbour there ? I think it is only fair that it should be done. It will encourage the 
people ; it will not prove a reproductive work, I suppose, but it will facilitate the outgoing of their produce.
543. Tou look upon it as a reproductive work in this sense, that it will open the door for further settle
ment, and develop the resources of the district? Tes.
544. Tou consider that anything which increases settlement and improves the position of people on the 
land must be good for the whole community ? Certainly.
545. In that sense you look upon this proposal as a beneficial work which the State is justified in under
taking ? Tes.
546. I think you stated that it is the opinion of some people that the construction of the western training-
wall and the south training-wall alone would have a very marked effect in improving the entrance ? That 
is the general opinion. .
547. The master of a schooner who was examined yesterday looked upon these works as being of no value, 
that the north breakwater is the work which is wanted, and that the small bit of the south training-wall 
which has been made has had the effect of shoaling the harbour very much ? I have not been there since 
it was started. Sir John Coode recommended a northern wall. He recommended pretty much the scheme 
as shown on this plan. At any rate, he had two breakwaters running out into deep water.
548. The estimated cost of the complete scheme is £163,000; but the officers of the Department are under 
the impression that the construction of the three works I mentioned at a cost of £46,500 will have such a 
marked effect on the entrance that any further work, at all events for a time, will not be necessary ? I 
am inclined to agree with that opinion, but I do not want any weight to be given to my opinion.
549. Brom the general remarks you have heard, you believe that the Departmental proposal will effect a 
very marked improvement on the entrance ? I think so.
550. What is the nature of the country immediately west of the town ? It is red soil principally. It is 
swampy land. It is all settled ; it is occupied by either conditional-purchase holders or freeholders.
551. For what purpose is it used ? For maize-growing and as small farms for stock, vineyards, &c. It is 
not very rich land ; it is not as good as the land higher up.
552. It will be very good for grazing purposes? Tes ; but the area is small.
553. Further north the tendency on the rivers is to go in for a system of mixed farming, to produce better 
butter and pigs, and to go in for a certain amount of cultivation ;—what is the tendency on the part of 
the population on the Hastings? That is what the people of the Hastings Biver are waking up to.
They used to give all their attention to maize-growing, which at one time was profitable; but now they are 
being forced into mixed farming, so as to have more sources of income than one.
554. In fact, they are now becoming farmers ? Tes.
555. Is there anything else grown on the river besides maize? Wine and fruit; but the fruit very seldom 
comes to Sydney. There is a constant export of pigs.
556. Was an attempt made there some years ago to grow sugar ? Tes, in the early seventies, but it did 
not succeed.
557. It was grown immediately opposite Eawdon Island ? Tes.
558. Was any attempt made to grow cotton there? Not to my knowledge. Wheat used to be grown in 
the early days, but it was infected by rust, and it was abandoned.
559. The climatic conditions are very good ? Tes ; it has a lovely climate.
560. What is the average rainfall ? It varies. I think Mr. Bussell gives the rainfall of Port Macquarie 
at from 70 to 80 inches, and further inland it is over 50 inches.
561. With that good rainfall and a moderately good soil the capabilities of the district will be very large?
Tes.
562. Tou do not think its capacity has been utilised to anything like its fullest extent ? No, because it 
has been isolated from the rest of the colony.
563. Is there much available Crown land in the district which will be suitable for cultivation ? All the
best land has been taken up long ago along the banks right up to the head of the river. Otherwise there 
is plenty of good land in the back. 564.
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M n ^ a mininS district also ? Yes ; there is a little mining at the head o£ the Hastings. I have seen
ac onne . ,jjfferell^ parcels of gold which have been brought down to me.

4\fay 1898 Is that far from the port? It is 80 or 90 miles from Port Macquarie. All the trade would go 
* ’ ' though Port Macquarie if there were good communiction.

566. Can you give us an idea of the value of the district for minerals ? At Holland’s Plains they found 
very good tin lodes which have not been developed yet.
567. Are they payable? Yes; but they have not been developed yet. Copper exists all round Port 
Macquarie. Its mineral resources have not been exploited yet.
568. The development of the district in this as in other respects has been retarded by its isolation ? Yes.
569. If a good entrance were provided and the steamers could make regular .trips, do you think the place 
would be likely to attract the attention of farmers ? Yes ; and it would become a large centre for outside 
districts. People, instead of going to Kempsey, would often ship their produce at Port Macquarie.
570. Is the river itself with its salubrious climate sufficiently attractive? It is one of the finest climates 
in the world. In winter there is no frost along the coast, and we never want fires in the daytime.
571. You think that in winter it might become a sanatorium for the people of other districts? Yes.
572. In your opinion, the district deserves encouragement, and the country is fully justified in spending 
this money, and will be amply repaid for the expenditure by the occupation of all this land? lam 
perfectly certain that it will be recouped if the expenditure is not undue.
573. Mr. Roberts.] In your responsible position as the manager of a bank, did you look upon the Hastings 
Eiver district as a thoroughly sound one ? All round, certainly I did. There were some exceptions when 
I was there. Most of the freeholders hold their own property. There are no wealthy men there, but it 
is a well-to-do population.
574. As a resident you took an active interest in the welfare of the district? Yes, in all public matters.
575. Did the question of improving the entrance engage the attention of the people in your time? Yes, 
it was a perennial question.
576. It was the one question uppermost in their minds? Yes. The question was whether the river 
should be improved or whether a railway should be made. The railway would not affect Port Macquarie, 
because it would go higher up. The concensus of opinion up there was that the harbour works were more 
important than even a railway.
577. But failing to get harbour works an agitation was got up by the people on the Manning and on the 
Macleay, in which the people on the Hastings joined, to construct a North Coast railway? Yes.
578. Was it owing to the apparent neglect of the authorities to improve the entrance to the river that 
the people joined in that agitation ? Yes.
579. Did you and others have any scheme before you to improve the navigation of the Hastings ? We 
had Sir John Coode’s scheme. He landed there one afternoon, looked around and had soundings supplied 
by the Department, and gave his views.
580. Did it coincide with the scheme which is shown on this map ? It was pretty much like this scheme. 
I do not know whether he included the western training-wall—I do not think he did. The main feature 
of his scheme was two breakwaters carried out to deep water.
581. Can you recollect whether he laid stress on the necessity of having these breakwaters constructed in 
the way shown on the plan ? As far as I can recollect, yes.
582. Are you able to say whether he recommended the construction of the whole of that eastern training-
wall as shown on the plan ? I do not know whether it went up as far as that. It was to be carried round 
the front of the spit, to prevent the spit being broken into, but whether he went so high up I do not 
know. .
583. Looking at the map on the easel, does the scheme placed before the Committee strike you as being 
very similar to his scheme ? Yes.
584. Was that south training-wall provided for ? I think so.
585. Has the wreck of the “Ballina” been a serious obstacle to navigators? Yes; it has caused a 
disturbance on the bar for many years.
586. How long is it since you were at Port Macquarie ? About two years ago. The wreck of the 
“ Ballina ” was completely under cover of sand then.
587. Do you think that without the northern breakwater and the southern breakwater the remainder of 
the scheme would be effective ? I do not know. I am not qualified to express an opinion as to the break
waters, but it is the opinion of a good number of men that the northern breakwater is not wanted at all. The 
late pilot used to say that if the south training-wall were carried along here it would produce sufficient 
scour to clear the harbour.
588. Do you think that a district of the importance of the Hastings is fairly entitled to this expenditure ? 
Yes.
589. Is there not a large area of land there under the vine ? Yes ; round about Port Macquarie the 
Isabella grape is grown.
590. It produces grapes admirably suited for wine-making ? Yes.
591. Does not wine form a large export from Port Macquarie ? Yes.
592. It always sells well ? Port Macquarie wine is well known; it is rather strong. They do not grow 
light wines there.
593. Do you think the district has been retarded by the uncertainty and the irregularity of the communica
tion? Yes ; it has been retarded all along.
594. It is a common thing for people to get on board the passing steamers ? Yes; or else to go to the
Manning to catch the steamer at Taree, w:hich is 60 miles away. ■
595. Was any dairying carried out while you were there ? It was just commencing. They had a butter 
factory at Wauchope, but they had not sufficient capital to develop it. It was taken up by some Sydney 
people, and the headquarters were removed to Port Macquarie.
596. The country is well adapted for that purpose? Yes, and that is the opinion of people from the Kiama 
district.
597. What do you consider the value of the best lands on the river flats per acre ? They used to be 
worth at the very least £20 an acre. Land has fallen in value a good deal now all over the countrv. I 
have known in special instances £40 an acre to be refused for land for which the owner would have been 
glad afterwards to take half the money.

598.
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598. Have you any idea of the present value of these lands ? The best of the lands should be worth £20 J•
an acre now, but some of the farmers would not sell for that price. MacDonnell.
599. There-is not a fully supplied market for land of the best description ? Ho. ^Tao'
600. It is held by families from one generation to another ? Tes. 4 May’ 1898,
601. Tou have been right up the branches of the Hastings ? Tes, nearly as far as Kempsey.
602. How many miles have you been up from Port Macquarie ? In a straight line it would be about 25 
miles, but following the windings of the river it might be 30 or 40 miles.
603. All through that country there is a settled population well-to-do ? Tes, along the river banks.
604. Have you been up as far as Ellenborough ? I have been up as far as Ellenborough, but not 
beyond that.
605. It is good pastoral country up there ? The pastoral country commences there, and runs right away 
across to the New England district.
606. Is there any agriculture carried on as far up as Ellenborough? Tes.
607. Is the land well adapted for it ? Eairly well. .
608. But its inaccessibility is a drawback to it ? Tes. .
609. The great drawback to the people has been their inaccessibility to market ? Tes.

Louis Paulson, master of the steamer “Bosedalc,” sworn, and examined:—
610. Mr. Blacky Have you had an opportunity to consider the plan of the proposed scheme to improve L. Paulson,
the entrance to the Hastings River ? I thoroughly understand the scheme. >■ ^
611. How long have you been trading to Port Macquarie ? Seven or eight years. 4 May, 1898.
612. Constantly? Constantly, off and on ; for the last six years I have been going there constantly.
613. Have you formed any opinion as to the effect which will be produced by the proposed works ? The 
plan is very good. I do not think you could possibly improve upon the plan. There is no doubt that it is 
a pretty extensive work; but still, after we get the inside walls down, it will have a certain amount of 
effect on the bar. I think that when the southern training-wall is completed to the foot of Lord-street we 
snail derive a certain amount of benefit from it. The water travels over the rocks, and the object of this 
breakwater is to confine the water on one side, to shut out all the rocks. It will give you a clear channel

!IP f° the wharf when it is finished. There is no doubt that it will have a certain amount of 
effect on the bar, but not sufficient.
614. Tou think the southern training-wall will have to be extended as far as the red line, which is shown 
on the map and marked 4 Southern breakwater,” to have any thoroughly beneficial effect? I think before 
you start that work you want to start on the other side to get a scour. All this swamp on this 
side monopolises a certain amount of water which you do uot get a benefit from. I said sometime ago that 
the western training-bank would be very beneficial to the bar to throw the current down on the south 
training-bank.
615. I want you to tell me what you consider will be the effect of the construction of the works as 
submitted to the Committee, not the effect of this portion or of that portion ? If that work is completed 
it will have all the desired effect; it will give us sufficient water.
616. Do you think there will be sufficient scour then to remove the bar ? Tes; if you confine the water
there is bound to be a bigger scour which will remove the sand. .
617. And keep the channel open ? Under adverse circumstances I think you ought to have a fair depth 
of water.
618. Tou think that without the north breakwater there would be a tendency for north-easterly gales to 
clear away sand from that point, and thus fill up the channel ? It may. If you do not complete the 
work it may have a tendency to send the sand in to the bar.
619. But you think that the confined force of the water will be able to scour it out again ? It will 
certainly. A constant scour is bound to remove the sand.
620. W'hich breakwater do you think is the more necessary of the two ? I should say, start the northern 
one first. It is more wanted than the other, which should be completed last of all.
621. Tou do not go up the river now ? No, we never did.
622. How many feet do you draw ? The “ Eosedale ” draws 7 feet 6 inches, loaded.
623. We are told that there is 8 feet of water up the river ? No doubt. There is 20 feet in some places. .
624. Tou do not find it necessary for the purpose of your business to go up the river ? No. '
625. All the stuff is sent down in droghers ? Tes. ,
626. Do you think that if the river were deepened, and the bar removed, it is likely that the steamers
■would trade up the river ? It is doubtful. There is no advantage as far as the ship is concerned. They 
may go as far as Wauchope. .
627. Ihe chief advantage which would be derived from the construction of these works would be the 
removal of the bar ? Tes ; you could get in and out then without any difficulty. Tou can always have a 
droghering plant on the river.
628. If the main result to be expected from this work is the removal of the bar, then the work should be •
so constructed as to fulfil that object, other mattters, such as the deepening of the river channel, beino1 of 
less importance ? Certainly it is a less important work. 0
629. Do you know that it is proposed to spend £46,590 on this work ? I have not heard how much is to
be expended. .
630. The south training-wall, the western training-wall, and the upper portion of the eastern training- 
wall as tar as the dotted line on the map, will cost, with the contract in hand, £46,500; but if all the 
works which are shown by red lines are completed the cost will be £163,000;—do you think there is 
anything in the prospects of the district which warrants an expenditure of £46,500 over its traffic? The 
traffic warrants it right enough. If you can assure a safe bar to the shipping it must naturally benefit toe district.
631. I suppose you would not recommend an expenditure of £163,000 there? I do not know, it iust 
depends on whether you have a population, and you think there is likely to be any increase.
662- Have you got the population there ? Tou have not got the population at present, but very likely 
vou will have the population m ten or twenty years, perhaps fifty years. We must not look to the present 
day ; we must look to the future.

633.
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I/. Paulson. 633. Do you not think it would be wiser to defer the expenditure till there is some increase in the
,----*—^ settlement ? I do not know. Tou suggested that an expenditure of £16,000 would complete the southern

4 May, 1898. an(:| western walls, but you cannot assure a complete or safe entrance till you get the northern breakwater 
completed. There is always a scour, and the sand shoots into that bay. Unless it is checked, it wi 1
always be a source of trouble. , .
631. You think that the north breakwater, if constructed, would intercept the sand and cause it to pile up
outside ? Certainly. . . . » ,,
635. Tou fear that without that northern breakwater, and in spite of the increased scouring power or the 
river, there will be a tendency in north-easterly gales for the sand to be scoured from the sandspits and. 
deposited in the channel ? No doubt it will always have the effect of driving it across to the rocks, unless
we have a scour, or something to check it. , , ..
636. Is it a dangerous bar ? Tes; it is all rock formation on the southern side, and on the northern side
it is all sand. .
637. You are sometimes detained a good deal ? Yes, I am often detained.
638. How long are you detained outside ?. I am not often detained outside. I manage to get over as a

' rule. On my last trip I tried to cross at midnight. I was drawing 7 feet, and I made two attempts to
cross. I was stuck each time, and eventually I had to take the tugboat to assist me across. It was
half-past 1 o’clock before we got across the bar, on which there was 7 feet 3 inches or water, in the
daytime we only get 6 feet sometimes. The bar, as a rule, is good. I consider that it is the best port 
on the North Coast after the Clarence. It used to average from 14 to 16 feet of water, as a rule ; but 
within the last twelve months, at the lower part, the north sand flat has been washed away through the

■ ■ channel taking across right inside. If the channel runs down where it is now it will make a lot or dmerence.
Once it comes inside we are “ done.” _ •
639. The construction of the western training-wall will do away with that. Certainly.
640. If the bar were permanently removed, do you think your company would be likely to put on larger 
steamers ? Certainly. We had a steamer drawing 10 feet, but during the last eighteen months we were 
unable to communicate with Port Macquarie on that draught.
641. How many tons is the “ Eosedale” ? About 200 tons. .
642. What tonnage would a steamer drawing 10 feet be ? It would have 400 tons carrying capacity.
643. A boat of that size would be much more powerful? Certainly. Por five years in succession 1 had
nothing less than from 12 to 16 feet of water at high water. The channel used to come down by the 
northern lino, strike across to the southern wall, and go right out to sea.. .
644. It would appear from your evidence that the western training-wall is urgently required . xes , once

• the southern training-wall is completed you have the western wall to throw the water on to the southern
wall. It would assist it wonderfully. . . ..
645. The master of a schooner, who was examined here yesterday, stated that the south training-waH,. so 
far as it has been made, deflects the current and throws the water over the northern side, instead of driving 
it out on to the bar ? There is not sufficient of the south training-wall constructed yet to have an effect 
on the current. Besides, they are on a straight line with the wall at present. I do not hold with the
view he expressed. i . ., , n
646. He told the Committee that, in his opinion, the south training-wall would absolutely destroy the bar ?
I do not agree with him. ■
647. He said ho observed that it was having that effect when only 20 feet of the training-waL had been
coustructed? I do not agree with him. n „
648. Ho thought that to finish the south training-wall would be to destroy the harbour altogether . . I 
do not understand his theory at all. It must have a material effect on the bar, because the water which 
comes across from the other side must follow the training-wall out.
649. Mr. LeeP\ Where does your steamer generally lie ? At the wharf at the foot of Horton-street.
650. Do you lie there with safety at all times ? In any wind that is blowing.
651. In any sea, or in any wind, you are completely protected at that wharf ? Tes.
652. I suppose there is a certain range there ? There is a little, but not a great deal.
653. Not enough to interfere with the safety of the ship ? . No. .
654. If that is the case now, and the western training-wall is carried down to that end, will it not make 
the anchorage and the mooring at the rvharf absolutely secure ? Certainly, more so than it is now.
655. Do you think that the current, under the conditions which have been explained to you, would carry
that channel out far enough for your purpose? Certainly; I think it would give us sufficient water 
under most adverse circumstances to take the boat in pretty wrell at any time. ,
656. Do you think these training-walls will direct the current sufficiently far out to spill the stuff well 
outside ? Tes ; any silt which goes out is bound to be carried away.
657. Tou think it goes out far enough ? Certainly. _ . o o • i
658. Tou think that once you get your silt out to that point the current will do all the rest. Certainly.
659. IB the proper depth of w^ater can be obtained in this channel, do you think that these works will be

• • sufficient for the requirements of the trade of the river ? I am sure they would.
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THURSDAY, 5 MAY, 1398.
59r£0enl:—

The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHREY (Vice-Chairman).
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G-. 
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Frank Farnell, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings River.

W. H. J. 
Slee.

William Henry John Slee, Chief Inspector of Mines, Department of Mines, sworn, and examined:—
6Q0, Mr, O’Connor.'] How long have you been in the service of the Colony ? Twenty-two years. I have 
been in Australia forty-two years. .
661. Do you know the country which is represented on the map here? I have never actually been at 5 May, 1898. 
Port Macquarie, hut I have been in the surrounding country—in the locality at the head of the Hastings 
and right through there.
662.. Will you state what you know of the value of the different portions surrounding this district, from 
a mineral standpoint? We have goldfields at Cells Creek and other parts. My opinion is that sooner 
or later copper deposits and other minerals will be found there. Cobalt, for instance, has been discovered 
in that district; but the country is rough, and as the roads are bad the cost of carriage is very heavy.
663. When you visited the district from what point did you start? I started from Walcha and rode 
right through to Ironbark and Cells Creek. I have gone from Kempsey through these ranges right 
towards Port Macquarie. Mr. Wilkinson, the late Government Geologist, and I spent a fortnight in 
going through these mountains.
664.. What is the easiest route to the most important portions of the district from a mineral standpoint ?
I think the Port Macquarie route is the most natural. At the present time they actually go from Walcha 
Railway station right across to that district.
665. Did you.spend much time in the district? I have been there at different times. Once I spent 
about a fortnight there with the late Government Geologist. We went to see for ourselves whether there 
was a likelihood of payable auriferous deposits or metalliferous deposits being found there.
666. Then what is your opinion in that respect? My opinion is that in addition to gold there is a 
probability of copper, lead, and cobalt being discovered there in payable quantities; and no doubt the better 
the route you can make to these fields the more encouragement will he given to prospectors to test them.
667. Which in your opinion would be the easiest mode of access to these fields—by sea or by land ? By 
sea, I think.
668. When did you first visit these places as a public officer ? In 1880 or 1881; but I have been there
several times since then. .
669. In 1881 did you go there to report on a report by prospectors ? No. I did not report on it for 
the simple reason that I was with the Government Geologist. We only went through these parts for our 
own satisfaction. I frequently go to districts in that way and do not report on them at all.
670. What was the object of your visit there on that occasion ? Instead of going on a straight and easy 
road by coach I went round on horseback to see for myself whether the country was likely to produce 
minerals, if not at that time, in the future.
671. Was there an anticipation on that occasion with regard to the probable mineral qualities of this 
country ? Yes. From the very first I have always made it a practice to give'as much publicity as I was 
able to do to the mineral resources of our country.
672. What impression did you form at your first visit ? My impression was, and is, that sooner or later 
we shall have a large number of persons employed there in metalliferous mining—for gold, copper, or other 
minerals.
673. Did it, at your first visit, impress you as being a mineral producing country ? Yes. At that time 
very few persons were actually engaged in mining in these districts; but I thought then, as I think now 
that, sooner or later, it will be the means of employing a large number of persons—that it was well 
worthy of prospecting.
674. How often have you visited that district since 1881 ? Three or four times.
675. In subsequent investigations, did you find any reason to change your original opinion ? No.
676. What portion of the district do you think is likely to be of advantage, as indicating the mineral 
wealth of this country ? • The head of the Hastings River. On these high mountains and ranges there 
are parts which have hardly been visited by any person with a knowledge of minerals ; and the head of 
the Hastings especially, I should think, is wTell worth prospecting.
677. Would you, with your long experience and your intimate knowledge of this country, say that a 
portion of the prospecting vote should be devoted to the prospecting of this district? That money has 
been voted under certain conditions. Cells Creek and some parties there have already had a portion of 
that vote. Many of them took up some ground and applied for aid, and the Prospecting Board made a 
certain recommendation.
678. Have you any knowledge as to the result produced by that expenditure ? Yes ; a quartz-crushing 
machine is crushing quartz for several parties where there was no machinery before.
679. Is the result satisfactory ? I think it is. ”
680. I suppose the crushing machine is of an elementary kind? Yes; it is just at the head of the 
Hastings.^ Within a few miles of Port Macquarie they have got cobalt. On these high mountains and 
ranges which are drained by this river and its tributaries, sooner or later, gold and other minerals will be 
found.. I do not think that gold will be got in the river itself, but certainly it will be got in close 
proximity to the river and right away back into the country.
681. Are the Committee to understand that the real wealth you anticipate getting will come from the 
ranges away from the river ? Yes. The river has pierced its way through the ranges and drained them, 
and to a certain extent, no doubt, has some of the minerals in it.
682. From your personal knowledge and your experience of this district, do you think that with a fair 
expenditure, whether it be by the Government or by private enterprise, certain portions which you have 
indicated on the map will give a very satisfactory result from a mineral standpoint ? I think so. 683.
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W.H.J. 683. Mr. Clarice?^ Tou seem to think that there are strong probabilities of this district being a good 
S1°e~ mineral district ? Tes. If you give better facilities from Port "Macquarie it will encourage prospecting. 

6 Mal898 ^ prospecting is carried on I believe some of the prospectors will be successful, and a large number of 
' people may find employment, and thus the country will be benefited.

684. I suppose it is a considerable distance from navigable water to where the mines are likely to be 
developed ? Tes. There are some minerals found close to Port Macquarie.
685. There is no other means of getting away from the mines except by way of Port Macquarie ? I will
not say that. I will say that the cheapest and best means for those who embark in mining and for the 
country at large would be by Port Macquarie. ,
686. Is there any mining population there ? Hot a great many miners at present. It is a very rough 
country. The great drawback is the want of cheap transit and a good road to the different mining 
centres.

" 687. I suppose there is no means of communication from the tableland ? Tou can get there from the
Northern railway line, but it is a long distance to carry goods from there.
688. The prospects you think are favourable at some time or other ? I think that sooner or later there 
will be a mining population settled there.
689. A large mining population? Tes.
690. Is it chiefly gold they get ? They get gold at Cells Creek, Ironbark, and other places. Copper has 
been found in different parts, but it has never been developed owing to the fact that the country is so 
very rough. Every reduction in the cost of carriage would tend to cause people to prospect the country.
691. Taking the mining interest along with other interests in the district, you think it is advisable to 
give improved means of communication to the port by improving the entrance to the river ? I think that 
if the means of communication were improved the mining industry would go ahead to a certain extent.
692. Mr. WrightWhat is the geological formation of the country in the Cells district ? The formation 
is Silurian, slate, and granite. Tou get a great deal of basaltic country right through; in fact, there is 
every geological formation you could wish for in a mineral country. We have diorite and porphyry there. 
The indication is favourable to it being auriferous, more so than copper. I have seen copper stains brought 
from there. They brought some returns to me, but the veins were very small, and the copper was only a 
stain. Although they thought the lode was of great breadth the rocks were only stained.
693. Is that all the indication of copper they have discovered? Ho; at one or two places they have 
actually worked a copper lode, but they had to abandon it on account of the low price of copper and the 
heavy carriage.
694. How far is this country, Cells Creek and Ironbark, from the navigable waters of the Hastings Eiver ? 
The nearest would be, I should think, about 30 miles.
695. I suppose the question of making a road to the place is not insurmountable ? No ; it would not 
cost a great deal. If you had a good entrance to the port it would, to a certain extent, enable them to 
make their own tracks and roads, which they have to do in many parts of the Colony.
696. Is it a very difficult and expensive country to make roads through ? To a certain extent it would be, 
but in all this mountainous country the Government only give bridle tracks. Afterwards, when minerals 
are found, the owners of the land, for their own convenience, enlarge these tracks.
697. As a rule, the Government has to make the roads ? As a rule, the Government has to do every
thing. '
698. Is the country lower down more suitable for agricultural and pastoral pursuits ? I have not been 
at Port Macquarie. I have only been round the locality on horseback.
699. How near have you been to Port Macquarie ? At one time I was as near as 10 miles.
700. What is your impression of the country bordering the river as a country for agricultural settlement ? 
Wherever there is basaltic country, and diorite country, as a rule, the soil is very good ; but the greater 
part of this land is pastoral land.
701. Most of it is hilly land ? Tes; but between the mountains there are valleys which are good for 
agricultural purposes.
702. Do you think it is likely to carry a larger agricultural population ? I think if the entrances to the 
rivers are improved, we shall have a far larger population on the whole.of our northern districts. I do 
not think Port Macquarie is an exception.
703. Tou think that if better facilities for getting to market are given on our northern rivers the land will 
be more readily taken up ? Tes.
704. Mr. Roberts.'] How far is Cells Creek from Port Macquarie ? I cannot say exactly. Most of them 
come from Kempsey, or from Walcha to Cells Diggings. It is between 60 and 70 miles from Walcha to 
Cells Diggings, which are situated at the head of the Hastings Eiver.
705. Is it very mountainous country about there ? It is rough country.
706. What was the population at the time of your visit ? There were only a few hundreds around that 
district. But in going from Walcha there is a line of diggings all the way to Cells Creek.
707. Do you think it is auriferous country all the way from Walcha ? Tes.
708. How long is it since your last visit ? Eive or six years. These districts do not make a great deal of 
progress for some years.
709. What opinion did you form of these diggings ? My candid opinion is that in that district sooner or 
later a mining population will be settled and profitably employed—settled there not for a time, as it were, 
but permanently.
710. Are the same people there now as were there at the time of your visit ? I think some of the people 
have been there for twenty years or more.
711. Have you heard whether the men there are earning good wages ? About three or four years ago I 
think a few parties were making very good wages. Gold, so far, runs in shoots there, and unless they 
keep a good observation, and keep following the shoots they often lose a shoot and go in the wrong 
direction, losing a good deal of time.
712. What is the population now at Cells Creek ? I do not think you will find a hundred people there.
713. Are they engaged in mining? Nearly all. There are a few selectors there who have a few head of 
cattle. There is only one business place at Cells Creek, and the people have to go a long way for their 
stores.
714. Do the miners as a rule go by way of Walcha to reach Cells Creek ? Most of them go by way
of Kempsey. 715.
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715. Do you mean people coming from Sydney ? Most of the people who come from Sydney go via 
Kempsey, because that route is cheaper than the AValcba route.

*?ne imagine that they would go from Port Macquarie ? The Kempsey road is better than
the other. On one road you can drive ; on the other you must get a horse.
717. But there would not be much difference in the steamer fare ? No.

^as 110^ been found at other places on the Hastings nearer to Port Macquarie ? Yes, in 
different parts.

jS ^ ^ou ca^ Payable g°Id ? Payable shoots or patches have been found there.
quartz-mining ? So far, most of it has been quartz-mining. There is alluvial-mining on the

Cr66KS.
721. Where are the alluvial mines to be found ? At the lower part of Cells Creek.
722 Is there plenty of water obtainable at Cells Creek ? Yes, and that is why a good many of the men stick there. j &
723. Have the quartz-miners got satisfactory results ? Nothing extraordinary has been got there so far. 
I know that on one or two mines they have had as much as 2 oz. to the ton in crushing ; but they are 
just running shoots, which disappear unless they are closely watched. If closely watched they are picked 
up almost as easily as you would pick up a regular run of gold; but if not closely watched you lose 
them for months or years.
vor’ crushinS macbine kept continually employed ? Not of late, I think. '
72o. Would not 2 oz. to the ton pay a miner handsomely ? Yes ; some of the reefs are of good size 
there. If they could get an ounce or even 15 dwt. to the ton regularly it would pay them very well. The 
gold certainly is got in shoots or patches.
720. They cannot get a sufficient quantity of it to yield 2 oz. the ton? Not in a continuous way of 

r ^ 1, cann°t open out several hundred feet; it always runs out in the lenticular block system. 
727. Is there any record of the average yield obtained from the quartz at Cells Creek diggings? No;

We kave no law to compel the miners or companies to give us the returns, as we ought to have. 
7z8.. What do you regard as a satisfactory yield ? If they can average with their reefs 15 dwt. to the 
ton it would be a satisfactory yield. It would pay the working men good wages and meet all the 
expenditure. It would encourage them to continue at work.
729. Have any public companies been formed to work any' mines there ? Yes ; I think there were some
Sydney, people there a few years hack. . .
730. Was any important work done there by any of the companies? No ; the whole of that district has
only been rooted over. Of really practical mining, nothing has been done. Unless they work on a 
system, and on a system of economy too, they had better keep away. ■
731. Have there not been what I may term mining rushes on the Hastings ? Yes ; we often get these 
rushes. We get them periodically.in every district. A. district may be dull for years, and all at once a 
rush takes place, and it is prosperous again.
732. AVhat was the scene of the nearest rush to Port Macquarie ? There has been a rush near Port 
Macquarie lately, but it turned out no good. The nearest rush to the port, I should think, would be 
from 20 to 30 miles.
733. Is there any mining population nearer to Port Macquarie than the population at Cells Creek 
diggings ? No, not that I am aware of.
734. The places to which those rushes took place have been abandoned? Yes. Unfortunatelv the 
miners, who have been about Cells Creek and those parts, have been too long in one place, and too long 
m one groove. As we can only gain knowledge by exchanging views, they cannot exchange any views 
except with themselves. They know no more to-day than they did when they first started there.
735. Would it not be fair to assume that they are doing well there? We must assume that they are 
makmg a living, or else they would not have stopped there for so many years.
736. AYould not that be the best evidence of the gold-producing powers of the district ? Yes ; I have no 
doubt that there are men in that neighbourhood and right on to AValcha who have made a living for them
selves and their families for more than twenty or thirty years.
/37. Ihe fact that miners are doing well in a district is not always made known to the general piblic ? 
‘“'J? ’ ba''e p° power to compel a miner or a company to give us the yield of gold, but a proviso to fiat 
effect is made in the leases. A miner or a hundred miners may each make £10 a week, and tell us the 
opposite, as I know they often do, that they only sell £L worth a week, just enough to keep them alive. 
In IS80, when 1 was a warden at Mount Browne, I had 700 oz. of gold belonging to miners, and the 
outside public no doubt thought that these men were only making a bare existence. Thev only sold 
sufficient gold to keep them going, and left the rest with me till thev were read}' to leave or had a better 
opportunity to sell. "
/38. find that the majority of the miners prefer to keep their business to themselves? That is the 
rule with the majority of miners throughout the Colony. I speak from practical exnerience. I have been 
a miner since I was 18 years of age. ‘
739. Do you think there is likely to be a big discovery at Cells Creek some day? Yes ; I think there is 
a good future for that part as well as many parts in New South AY ales. I believe that before many years 
are over, not only those parts which have been so much neglected, hut parts w'hich have been very little 
thought of will come to the front.

kti18 I10l: gold been found np in the Macleay ? Yes. I have been all through there from the 
head of the Macleay. I have been from Kempsey right on to Armidale, and I believe that all 
country right through there will, sooner or later, profitably employ a large number of miners.

11 S*a^e tifie boundaries of what you consider the auriferous ground of which the Hastings or 
the Macleay is the centre? The whole of the head of the Macleay, and right down to within 10 miles of 
Kempsey. I think that the whole of the Macleay and the whole of the Upper Hastings, sooner or later, 
" j smploy a large number of persons. The country will he dotted here and there with parties of miners 
and their families who will certainly contribute a great deal to the success of the territory of New fiouth AYales.
rf?i "n arT se^tiecl nnm11^ popuhtion at the head of the Macleay similar to that which you say is at
Cells Creek. Aes, in different parts. Some of the parties have gone through a great deal of work, 
waiting sometimes for the rain (there are sluicing companies) and others wrho have gone in for reefing.
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There are men at the head of the Macleay who have been there, I think, for thirty years. The majority 
of them appear to be comfortable in their little homes. '

i 743. The remarks you make in regard to Cells Creek diggings apply to the whole of the diggings at the 
' head of the Macleay ? Yes.

744. And to the country extending right out to about Walcha ? To the country extending behind Walcha 
and going right on to Armidale.
745. Are mining parties found now dotted over that country? Yes; you will always find a large 
number of persons mining m that direction down to the fall of the Macleay. For instance, a large 
number of persons are working at Warm Corner (at the head of the Macleay), which is 40 miles from 
Hillgrove.
746. Is Hillgrove a continuation of that country? Baker’s Creek is a tributary^ of the Macleay, and 
Hillgrove is part of that country.
747. There has been a lot of gold taken out of Hillgrove ? Yes ; I was at Hillgrove when only six men 
were employed, and now there are tivo townships there.
748. Which mine has been the most productive ? The Baker’s Creek mine down in the hollow. I 
knewr Baker’s Creek before there was a single hotel or store there, when there was only a manager’s hut.
749. Have you any record of the value of the gold which has been taken out of Baker’s Creek ? It can 
be obtained from the annual reports of the Department of Mines.
750. Is it still yielding satisfactory returns ?-----
751. Is not Baker’s Creek much nearer to Armidale than to the nearest navigable point of the Macleay ? 
Yes.
752. How far is Baker’s Creek from Armidale ? Twenty-two miles.
753. How far is it from Kempsey to Hillgrove ? About 60 miles. I have gone from Kempsey to Hillgrove.
754. If you are going from the Macleay you go up the river a good deal further than Kempsey ? Yes,
by means of the drogher. There is a lot of tin on Long’s station on the table-land. That would form 
the top part of the watershed of the Hastings ■
755. To go to Hillgrove Armidale is the nearest point? Yes.
756. Some persons go by way of the Macleay? Yes; two years ago the teams used to bring goods 
cheaper by £L or so a ton from Kempsey to Armidale than they could be brought by rail.
757. Owing to the low rate of water carriage ? Yes.
758. You referred to some tin-mines just now ;—where are they situated? They are on a place called 
Long’s station. They are only 2 miles from the river, but you have to go up 1,500 feet to reach them.
759. Has tin been obtained there in payable quantities ? Yes ; but when tin fell so low in price they 
abandoned tin-mining. Some people from Tamworth had an interest in mines there.
760. Has tin been low in price during the last few years ? Yes, compared with what it used to be. It is 
now about £68 a ton. In former years it was never less than £90 a ton, hut the price dropped all at 
once. 1 have known the price of tin to be as much as £120 in Xew South Wales.
761. Did the drop in price cause the closing of a large number of tin-mines ? Yes, a large number all 
over .New South Wales. The northern districts are really the districts in which the most tin is found. I 
believe New South Wales has the largest tin area of any country in the world.
762. Has not there been some payable tin-mining on the Hastings ? Yes, tin has been found there ; hut 
there are very few tin-miners there now, because the price is too low. All the easiest deposits have been 
xvorked. The deposits which could he worked at present market value would cost too much money to be 
payable. If the price of tin would rise like the price of copper, no doubt we would have a large number 
of miners working on the tin-fields all through the northern districts.
763. On the Hastings the principal deposits are gold and tin ? Yes. I have seen copper from there, but 
the copper went so low in price. There were two lodes to my knowledge which they had to give np 
working owing to the dear carriage. It was found on the Hastings within 10 miles of Cells Creek—out 
towards Tya.
764. AYould that he west of Cells Creek ? Yes.
765. Leaving Cells Creek diggings and going down the river you come across fine pastoral country? 
Yes, it is nearly all pastoral country. There are a few valleys which no doubt would be fit for agriculture.
766. G-oing down to the port from Cells Creek, where do you first fall in with good agricultural land ? 
At no great distance from Cells Creek there are valleys of good agricultural land, but they are of no 
great extent.
767. It widens out as you descend, and it is capable of producing anything ? Yes.
768. It is to he found on either side of the Hastings and its tributaries ? Yes. I suppose we have as fine 
agricultural lands in the northern districts as you will find anywhere.
769. You look upon this contemplated work, I suppose, with a favourable eye? I feel confident that 
every improvement you can make on our northern harbours means so much more prosperity to this 
country.
770. Have yon ever been to Port Macquarie by water ? No. _ •
771. Have vou never visited any of the North Coast rivers by water? Yes; 1 have been to Lismore, 
Kempsey, and Byron Bay by steamer.
772. Have you ever been to the Manning by water? Yes ; I have been on the Hpper Manning too. I 
have been from a place called Copeland right on to Nowendoc. That country, I suppose, will sooner or 
later employ a good few persons. It is all pastoral country.
773. Has it not occurred to you that the progress of these great North Coast districts has been greatly 
retarded owing to the difficulty of negotiating the bars ? Yes ; any traveller must come to that conclusion.
774. In many cases the journey there is undoubtedly attended with more than ordinary danger? Yes; 
Mr. Wilkinson and I could not get out from Ballina, because the bar was bad, and we had to ride across 
to the Clarence Biver.
775. If these rivers were made safer from a navigator’s point of view, is it not probable that they would 
be visited by experienced miners, and that those men would help to develop a lot of auriferous country 
which it is now difficult to reach ? Yes. Whichever patriotic gentlemen cause our rivers to he improved 
will he benefactors to this country.
776. From your personal experience do you not think that Port Macquarie and Hastings Eiver districts 
are of sufficient importance now to warrant an expenditure of £46,500 to improve the entrance to the

river ?
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river ? As far as I know, I say yes. I am sure it will encourage settlement in a country in which it is W. H. J. 
pretty rough to settle. It is only big-hearted people who go out to those parts. ^ee'
777. Vice-Chairman^] How far is Cells Creek from the nearest navigable point on the Hastings Itiver P ,'77 A
They generally come to Kempsey, which is 70 miles from the northern railway. Their business, as a rule, is ay> '
done with Kempsey, w'hich is 40 miles from Cells Creek. ’
778. How far is Cells Creek from the nearest navigable point on the Hastings Eiver ? I should think it 
is 30 miles.
779. Why is the traffic done with the Macleay instead of with the Hastings? Because the roads are not 
made yet. There are roads from Kempsey to Cells Creek, Tya, and those places w hich would be supplied 
from Port Macquarie, I suppose, if they could get better carriage from that towui.
780. Are the roads to Kempsey good? In many instances thev are only bridle-tracks. In many 
instances the goods are brought by pack-horses to Cells Creek and those places.
781. Is Cells Creek difficult of access ? Tes ; it is difficult to get there from every side.
782. In wrhat way would the improvement of the navigation of the Hastings Biver assist the miners at 
Cells Creek ? I think at the present time the people would not go to Port Macquarie, because their 
business connections are centred in Kempsey, which is the nearest town of any consequence.
783. What other mining locality is there which wmuld be assisted by improving the navigation of the 
Hastings ? The w'hole of the locality. Cells Creek and Ironbark are the only places at which the 
miners are really w’orking, but there are large areas or localities there w'hich require prospecting, and 
which may, sooner or later, support a far larger population than Cells Creek does.
784. Would these localities be rendered accessible by improving the navigation of the Hastings? To a
certain extent. •
785. Would a similar answer apply to a similar question in regard to the Macleay? The head of the 
Macleay would be served certainly by the same process as you serve the head of the Hastings. There 
are a large number of miners scattered here and there at the head of the Macleay, but they go down to 
either Kempsey or Port Macquarie for their provisions.
786. Do you mean to convey the idea that unless the whole of the river were improved the mere improve
ment of the entrance would not develop mining in the district ? The improvement of the entrance would 
have this effect: the carriage would be less if vessels knew that it w'as a safe entrance at all times, and 
to a certain extent the mining populations would reap a benefit from the work. If you can improve the 
entrance to the harbour, even if you do not improve the river, it must have a great, beneficial effect on the 
various industries.
787. Mr. Zee.] Tou know the country from Hillgrove right along the coast to Point Danger ? Tes.
788. Tou have visited nearly all the mines in that country ? Tes. •
789. How long is it since you first went over that countrv ? In 1878:
790. When were you there last ? In 1896. ’
791. Did it strike you then that there has been a satisfactory settlement in that country during that
period ? There was a far greater settlement at my last visit than there was at my first visit; settlement 
not only by a mining population, but also by an agricultural population. “
/92. Did it occur to you that that portion of the Colony wras being steadily but surelv filled up by bond 

fide settlers ? Tes. ‘ ”
793. During that period you have noticed considerable progress take place? Tes. '
794. During the last ten years the mines have developed very considerably ? Tes.
795. Has not the development of the mines had a considerable influence on the settlement of that country ?
The development of the mines always has a great influence on agricultural settlement, because the miner 
is a great consumer. ■
796. Tou have seen this development going on hand in hand in that district ? Tes.
797. All the North Coast country is well watered by innumerable streams running from the mountains to
the coast ? Tes. .
798. Considering the knowledge you have of that country, and your extensive knowledge of the Colony 
generally, do you think the conditions w'hich exist there are such as would tend to still further settlement ?
Tes; I think by encouraging these works you encourage bond fide settlement in these parts, w'hich cannot 
be settled simply because the cost of settling and living there is too heavy.
799. Before that can take place the conditions must be fairly favourable ? Tes.
800. Tou admit that the agricultural land is there in abundance, and capable of growing anything which
can be produced in the Colony except wheat ? Tes. ° ° ■ |
SOL. And timber is plentiful too ? Tes. ' •
802. And the mines are extensive ? Tes. .
803. Under these conditions do you foresee in that part of the Colony a fairly dense settlement in the ■ 
future ? Tes. I have always looked on the northern districts as the garden of New South Wales.
804. Can you give us an instance, in some arid portion of the Colony, where mines broke out, and 
eventually settlement took place? I could give a large number of instances. Take Mount Drysdale, 
near Cobar. Through a prospecting vote of about £100, we have there a township containing several 
stores, a telegraph office, and other places, and employing a large number of men ; formerly it was a 
wilderness.

'805. But that is not agricultural country ? No.
806. Is it not more likely that settlement would be much larger in districts where the conditions are
favourable ? Certainly. I could name thirty or forty towns in the Colony which did not exist until 
gold was discovered, and which afterwards became great agricultural districts. Toung, Grenfell. Forbes, 
and Parkes never existed until gold was discovered, and then the farmer came and settled down alongside 
the miner. &
807. The mines acted as pioneers to attract the population, and from that the miner turned his 
attention to farming ? Tes.
808. As soon as he saved money enough he took up land and formed the nucleus of a town ? Tes.
809. Do you think the mines in the northern district are of such a character as to last long enough to
attract population ? Tes ; I think the mines in the northern district are likely to be permanent^ and 
generation after generation will be able to work them in a payable manner. ’
810. Tou have no doubt as to what you say in regard to the future of the northern district ? I honestly
believe such to be the case. gii
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811. What is the best way to serve these people—by opening ports, or by making a North Coast rail
way ? The best way, I think, is to provide cheap water-carriage.

S^May, 1898. ^'or conveyance of machinery to the mines, and for the conveyance of stone and minerals from 
the mines to the large works near Sydney, you think the proper way to develop that part of the Colony 
will be by keeping the ports open ? Yes.
813. Vice-Chairman.'] Has there been much de\ elopment lately at Newbold’s station, near Grafton? To a 
certain extent, near Grafton, there has been. In that district it has been rather patchy; but there is a 
large population in the district. .
811. I think there is one mine being worked now—the Sir William Wallace? Yes; I have not been 
there for two years.
815. You cannot say that the mining population has increased ? I know from the reports of the inspectors 
that it has lately increased again. It decreased very considerably in the northern districts when the price 
of tin fell so low. The tin-miners had to seek other work on our gold-mines, and a sort of boom took 
place, but now they have got into a permanent groove again, and although things are not booming they 
are prosperous.
816. Are any of the northern mining centres close to the navigable portions of the various rivers, or are 
they a considerable distance away ? All I can say is that a large number of persons are permanently 
settled there. We have ups and downs in mining (very considerable, too) at different times. Bucca 
Creek, for instance, is coming up. Nana Creek, which went down for a considerable time, is rising again. 
In 1893 only three men were being employed at Cobar when the Bailway Commissioners went there. 
The Commissioners were grumbling about so few men being employed, and I mentioned in a report I 
wrote that Cobar would again come to the front, as it has done. Although a district may be dull this 
month Or that month, you will always find that it will come up again.
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The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings River.

Alderman Francis Buckle, steam-tug proprietor, sworn, and examined :—
F. Buckle. 817. Vice-Chairman.] Are you a steam-tug proprietor ? Yes.
/——A~—“\ 818. Do you live in Sydney ? Yes. I have a steam-tug on three rivers. ■

6 May, 1898. 819. Mr. Clarice.] I suppose you have been a long time acquainted with the trade on the North Coast? 
Yes. ,
820. Are you aware of the nature to the proposed improvements of the entrance to the Hastings River ? 
I have heard of them, hut I have only just had an opportunity to look at the plan.

. 821. The Department thinks that the north breakwater, the south breakwater, and the lower portion of
the eastern training-wall will not be required to be constructed at present; they think that they will get 
a sufficient depth of water by confining the scour without building the two breakwaters ; but if they fail 
in attaining that object, then the breakwaters will have to be built; it is proposed at the present time to 
construct the south training-wall, the western training-wall, and the upper portion of the eastern training- 
wall ; it is proposed to leave a gap between the south training-wall and the west training-wall, in 
order to allow any vessels to go through to the wharf ? I fully understand the nature of the 
Deoartmental proposal.
822. Do you think that the proposal is a good one, and that it will be beneficial in its effects on the bar ?
Yes. If it does not suit they can easily build that northern wall afterwards. I think it is quite right to 
construct the works in this manner. At the present time the current comes down the river and strikes 
the southern wall. There is a flat in the river, and if a ship gets on that flat she never gets off. My 
opinion is that the whole work, when it is finished, will give a grand harbour. At the crossing, the water 
has always been very shallow. The river is so very wide at that point that there is no rush of water in 
one particular place to keep the channel deep, until we come down to the southern side where it is all 
rock. The training-walls will create a nice current which must improve the entrance to the river. 
Wherever the rocks are the water is always deep and the channel good. About eight or nine months 
ago I had a steamer in the port. After a gale of wind she was blown out. She struck on something and 
it knocked the stern-post clean out of her, and half the keel. I do not know whether it was the wreck 
of the “ Ballina” she struck on, but it was something hard. She was a new boat. When the water of 
the river is confined it must make a channel. I think there is as much as 13 or 14 feet of water off the 
rocks on the southern side. '
823. Have you any idea of the tonnage or the value of the traffic from Sydney to Port Macquarie ? I 
suppose there is an average of six or seven vessels a week, running from about 50 tons up to perhaps 200

' tons.
824. Are they chiefly sailing vessels ? Yes ; only the North Coast Company runs a steamer to Port
Macquarie. '
825. Does the “ Rosedale ” trade exclusively to Port Macquarie ? No ; she goes on to some of the other 
rivers. I think she goes to the Hastings and the Bellinger. In the busy season she goes to the Bellinger, 
and some of the other boats go to the Hastings. When the season gets slack the “ Rosedale ” calls at 
Port Macquarie and the Bellinger, both coming and going.
826. You are not able to state definitely the amount of traffic, either in tons or in value ? No.
827. Have you a better idea of the traffic from Port Macquarie to Sydney ? It is the same each way. 
They nearly all come in in ballast, and go out loaded with sawn timber or logs. A great lot of corn is

sent
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•sent away. In the season the “ Eosedale” goes up loaded with maize. She sometimes makes two trips 
a week. There are three sawmills on the river, and I suppose one mill- cuts over 50,000 feet a week, 
another about 30,000 feet a week, and another about 20,000 feet a week ; it would be equal to about 300 
tons.

-P0 ^0U know.the country along the banks of the river? I have not been up the river more than 
10 miles, but I believe it is very good country.
829. Tou have no idea of the country where the timber is got ? No.
830. You do not know whether it is grazing country ? No. I only know that a great quantity of corn is 
brought down. . I may tell you that there will be a couple of steamers on the river directly.
831. How long is it since you have been to Port Macquarie ? Eighteen months.

was ^le bar af that time ? It was fair. There were 8 or 9 feet of water on the bar.
833. Previous to your visit, what had been the state of the bar ? It was good for some considerable time 
before that date. It sometimes got a little shallow, but nothing like the Nambucca bar. It was far better 
than the Nambucca bar. I never heard any complaints from Port Macquarie about the bar until this 
southern training-wall was started.

If the river were improved so as to allow vessels of larger tonnage to enter, do you think it would be 
beneficial to the people of the district, and in the public interest? I think it would. It is a great river 
for timber. Port Macquarie timber is reckoned to be the best timber which comes into the market. 
Certainly larger vessels would go there if they could get in and out.
835. .Does not the entrance to the Hastings bear favourable comparison to the entrances to the Bellinger, 
the Isambucca, or the Manning ? It has always been better than either of those entrances. It has always 
been reckoned the best bar on the coast for vessels of a fair size.
836. Mr. RobertsHave you a thorough knowledge of all the rivers on the North Coast? I have not 

i el\^° , P® Hawke or to the Manning, but I have been to the Hastings, the Nambucca, Camden Haven,
the Macleay, the Bellinger, the Clarence, and the Tweed.
837. Ho you regard the entrance to the Hastings Eiver as one of the best or one of the worst on the 
■coast. It was always reckoned one of the best harbours before these stone dykes were started. I 
suppose the Bellinger bar is about as good as any bar we have, except the Clarence bar. Port Macquarie 
was always reckoned a good bar harbour. As a rule, there are always 8 feet or 9 feet of water on the bar; 
sometimes there is more.
oor!’ paS ^ D,0*; ^een very unfavourable for ship-masters lately? ,Yes; since these works were started. 
839. Ho you know what depth of water there is on the bar now ? No ; only from what I hear from the 
captains of the steamers, or read in the newspapers. At times the depth is 7 feet; at other times it is 8 feet. 
810. Has it not been as low as 5 feet ? I think so.
8^1 • Ho not you think the time has arrived when something ought to be done to give the population 
settled cm these rivers better communication with the metropolis ? I think so. I know the people will 
not go there at the present time. I know that some of them are leaving for the want of means of getting 
their produce away. On nearly all the northern rivers that is the case.
842. You think the difficulty of access is a great drawback to the progress of the North Coast districts ? 
Yes. At one time there was a bar in the river here. The dredge would dredge it out to-day, and leave 
about 10 feet of water, but in a week’s time it was as bad as ever.

’ .-Hla^Pa'rf; the river is not traversed by the ocean-going steamers ? No ; but sailing vessels go up 
the river for timber.. The tug-boat takes sailing vessels 40 miles up the river to load timber.
844. Are you referring to your own tug-boat ? Yes ; she draws 6 ft. 6 in., and she goes 40 miles up the river. L
84o. Is there any difficulty in her getting up the river ? Sometimes there is.
846. That is owing to the want of more dredging on the river, not at the entrance ? A shallow place up
the river is cleaned out very often; but, unfortunately, it fills up very quickly. The first flood which 
comes along fills up this hole which is made by the dredge, and it knocks awav the fan and the shaft of 
the tug sometimes. •'
847. Is the Hastings Eiver dredged as well as other rivers on the coast;—does the dredge stay there
suthciently long ? I could not say. . At one time there was great trouble with the dredging. The 
o.fo°-v-88 ^oinmi^ee Macquarie used to send the dredge to where it suited them best to dredge.
84=8. xou mean to say that they got the authorities to move the dredge to where they thought it was most wanted ? Yes. jo

iSot always. I only know what the captains have written ti849. Did not that always meet your views ? 
me and others have told me.
850. Would it not be to the advantage of the district for your tug-boat to be able to get up the river 
Yes. I think a dredge ought to be kept up the river at that point. It costs a lot to bring the dred- 
down 20 miles and then take her back 20 miles when the hole fills up.
851. Is the freight of the sailing vessels which your boat tows confined to timber? Principally. Some
times they take a back freight. J
852. The general merchandise goes up by sailing boat ? No, by steamer.
853. What loading do the sailing boats get from Sydney ? Only ballast.

Height by the steamer so low that the farmers do not feel justified in using the sailing boat! 
The back freight from Sydney is very high by the steamer companies. It would not pay a merchant ti 
wait tor a sailing vessel to send a few packages to a particular place. He thinks it is better to pay th 
steamers what they demand than to send the goods by sailing vessels. The steamer is more regular, am 
the trip is shorter, and no doubt a shipper gets his returns more quickly when his produce is sent hi 
steamer. The steamers as a rule do not carry much timber.- It is very hard times when a steamer carried 
timber. At times they may carry a few pine logs, but that is very seldom.
855 What is the difference in the freight for timber ? I think the freight from Port Macquarie now i; 
2s. 3d. tor sawn timber, and about 4s. for logs. Timber merchants find it more convenient now to brim 
down the logs from the river. It is only marketable timber which the mills cut, unless certain sizes ar. 
ordered. It you order special sizes to be cut it may be a month before the supply is received ; but if ; 
merchant has the logs in his yard, he can cut the timber to any size which is desired, in a day. Nearly th« 
whole ot the timber comes down by the sailing vessels. J
858. Have you been to the Clarence since the improvements were effected? I was there when part o 
the work was finished. . r

F. Buckle.

6 May, 1898.
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Can you speak as to the efficacy of the works ? ]STo.
Have you not heard that the improvements have been most effective ? Tes. -
It would lead one to suppose that the proposed improvements on the Hastings would be equally 

satisfactory ? I think so, if the works are carried out as the Department proposes. If- the northern 
wall is wanted it can be built at any time.
860. On which rivers have you a steam-tug? The Nambucca, the Bellinger, and the Hastings.
861. Are the three steamers constantly employed? They are when they can get in and out. At Nambucca, 
they cannot get out except once in a fortnight.
862. Is there any difficulty in getting in or out of the Hastings? Tes ; sometimes it is shallow.
863. Would it not be a rather serious position for your boat to be unable to enter during the present- 
south-easterly weather ? We can often come in when we cannot get out.
864. Are yours the only tug-boats which are employed on these rivers? There is an opposition boat at 
Port Macquarie just now.
865. It there sufficient work for two tug-boats on the Hastings ? No.
866. In a south-easterly gale like the present one, would the bar at Port Macquarie be fairly sheltered 
compared with the bar on other rivers ? It would be ; but I would not like to go in or out of Port 
Macquarie in a gale of wind like the prevailing one. I would sooner chance the sea for it than go in on a 
day like this.
867. For what period would your tug-boat be able to carry sufficient coal to enable her to keep at sea? 
She would carry coals for a week. She is a large boat which I built purposely for the trade.
868. Does she always have a week’s supply on board ? No ; we have to confine the tug to the draught of 
water. We have to keep her up by the stern and down by the nose. If there is plenty of w'ater we keep 
her down by the stern.
869. Do you always keep provisions on board ? I never keep any provisions. I pay them by the month, 
and they find their own.
870. It would be rather a serious thing for a boat like yours to be kept outside ? She would not be kept 
outside. If she got out she could always get back. She is never out more than an hour, and a sea does 
not get up there in that short time.
871. But suppose that there is 5 feet of water on the bar and she wants 6 ft. 6 in. to get in ? The bar 
could not silt up in that short time. If you can get out you can always get in again.
872. Do you know anything of the Hastings Biver district ? No
873. Tou do not know whether it is progressing or retrogressing ? No ; I have never been up the river 
more than a few miles.
874. How long have you had your tug-boat running there? I have had the tug-boat service since tenders 
were first called for Port Macquarie, about fifteen years ago. Mr. James Watson was Treasurer at the 
time the tenders were called.
875. How much are yon paid by the Government? I am getting £10 a month now from the Government 
for Port Macquarie.
876. What services are you expected to render for that subsidy? We are expected to go out to the bar 
whenever the pilot requires us, to sound the bar, to report to vessels when there is water on the bar, and 
to take vessels out at 30s. each, which the vessels pay themselves.
877. Tou are at the command of the pilot at all times? Tes.

F. Buckle. 857.
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TUESDAY, 10 MAY, 1898.
IJrrsrnt: —

The Hon. FBEDERICK THOMAS HHMPHERT (Vice-Chairman).
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.

Henry Clarke, Esq. 
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Eiver.

John Lowry Euthven, civil engineer, sworn, and examined :—
J.L.Ruthven. 878. Vice-Chairman^] Tou are engaged in business ? I am a civil engineer by profession, hut at present 

~-A—I am manager of the “Forbes Hotel.”
10 May, 1898. 379. You use to reside at Port Macquarie? Tes, for many years.

880. Mr. Zee.] The object of the proposed works, as shown on the plan, is to increase the depth of water 
on the bar, and thus afford a safe entrance under ordinary conditions of weather; but it is not proposed 
to interfere with the navigation of the river above the wharf. As an old resident, do you think that such 
works would attain that object ? I have lived in sight of the bar for ten or twelve years. I have seen the 
changes in the sandspits. 1 have spent the greater part of my time on the water inside and outside the 
harbour, and seen all the changes. While the “Ballina” was there, and there was no channel on the north 
side of that vessel, the channel on the south side of her I do not think could he improved. But when a 
heavy flood came, and washed away the spit which was in existence then, and made a channel to the north 
of the “ Ballina,” neither channel was good. Sometimes the steamers came in the channel to the north 
of the “Ballina,” and sometimes by the channel to the south of the “Ballina,” that is, by whichever channel 
had most water. But during the time the channel was closed up, to the north of the “Ballina,” there was 
always plenty of water to enable a vessel to come in at any time of the tide.
881. That proved that when the tide was confined to the channel there was sufficient scour to keep it 
open ? Tes. I think, if instead of taking the “Ballina” away, three or four old hulks filled with concrete 
had been sunk to the north of the “Ballina,” Port Macquarie would he the best harbour on the coast. I do 
not say that this south training-wall would not improve it. It would confine the water more than it is. 
The rock on the south side makes a natural training-wall.
882. The object of the western training-wall is to throw the current on to the south training-wall, and to
allow the water to go out towards the sea? My opinion is that the western training-wall will not do a 
bit of good. • _ 883. ,
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883. Suppose that, instead of these works, works were designed to start from the northern side out to the J*Ii-®uthTen-.
point of the “ Ballina” wreck ? I believe it would do all that is wanted to be done. Of course, it would be 1/TTATrNB 
much better if the north breakwater were carried out into 3 fathoms of water. ay’ '
884. But, abandoning that idea, and supposing that a training-wall were started from the north side out 
towards the site of the “ Ballina” wreck, would it not answer the same purpose as sunken hulks would do . 
there? It would. The old hulks would be actually a training-wall. It would be much better if, instead 
of stopping at the proposed point, it -svere carried out to a depth of 3-g- fathoms, because it is an understood 
thing that in 3 fathoms the action of the sea has no effect on the sand at the bottom.
885. The breakwaters which are shown on the map were a portion of Sir John Coode’s design, but the
Department thinks that a sufficient bar can be obtained by putting in the works it has designed without 
building the breakwaters ? I do not think so. I do not think you will ever get a permanent bar by only 
carrying out the south training-wall. I have always maintained that you want the north bi’eakwater. I 
have always believed that it would answer the whole purpose without constructing the southern one, and 
I believe so still, from my own observations. ■
886. Do you mean that if the north breakwater were constructed, and no south training-wall were made, .
it wmuld have the desired effect ? It would have a decidedly better effect—twice the effect—than if you 
construct the south training-wall and leave the other alone.
887. For the reason that the site of the south training-wall is a rocky one ? It is a natural training-wall.
I do not mean to say that it cannot be improved. The south training-wall certainly would improve the 
effect that the north breakwater would have.
888. The Department necessarily has been guided to a certain extent by the consideration of probable 
•cost, and although it admits that the works as designed by Sir John Coode would have the desired effect 
beyond all doubt, it considers that it would involve a very great expenditure to carry out his design, 
and that it is possible that the trade of the district would not warrant the expenditure ;—therefore it 
have submitted a design which it thinks will answer the same purpose, and at very much less cost? I 
think Sir John Coode is perfectly^ correct, because he wdshes to have the north breakwater. I maintain 
that without the north breakwater the bar will be very little improved.
889. Is that the conclusion you formed while you resided at Port Macquarie ? Tes ; from watching the 
bar and seeing how it shifted. I suppose for nine months out of the year I was on the water there.
890. If your theory should prove to be correct, then the necessity for the western training-wall would be 
done away with ? I cannot see why that should be constructed. I cannot see what value it is at all.
891. It is claimed by the Department that the water will first touch the eastern training-wall, then it 
will be thrown on to the western training-wall, alongside w'hich it will form a channel, and then strike 
the south training-wall and have a direct shoot out to sea across the bar? I reckon that the western 
training-wall is so much money thrown into the sea. If you want a scour there, you cannot get it in a 
shorter way than that.
892. Will you explain how it can be done ? If that very small neck of land up the river, which is composed 
of samd, were opened, the current would have nearly a straight run from the longest reach in the river 
(from Hamilton’s saw-mill), down to the bar. There would be very little curve in it. I have always 
maintained that if you scoop through this narrow neck of land, and allow the water to run, it will cut its 
own channel. Of course if you want to face the cut you can pile it to any depth you think proper, and 
it will bring a straight scour nearly right through the bar.
893. Mr. Sb]ck.~\ 1 asked Mr. Darley about that, and he said, “No, the water would have to be turned 
by another training-wall” ? There is a long reach from Hamilton’s saw-mill down the river, and if that 
narrow neck of land were cut through, and faced with piles, it would give a straight scour.
894. Mr. iee.] Your contention is, that to improve the bar there should be a north breakwater, and 
that whatever other work maybe carried out after that is made will be merely supplementary ? Tes.
895. Tou look upon the north breakwater as the primary work? Yes; from the knowledge ! gained 
from the time the “ Ballina” was wrecked at the bar. I lived in view of the bar, and I was boating and 
fishing nearly all my time. When the “ Ballina” was wrecked there the sand silted up to the north of 
the “Ballina,” and the channel was always good ; when it broke up it was just the opposite; sometimes 
one was 1 foot or 6 inches deeper than the other. I said at the time, when the G-overnm’ent thought 
about improving the entrance, that the cheapest thing it could do was to buy three or four “ Ballinas,” 
fill them with concrete and sink them there, and then they would always have a good scour. It has 
proved to be the case.
896. Were you there wdien they made that portion of the south training-wall which is tinted black on the 
map ? No ; I have not been there since it was started.
897. Tou do not know' what effect that portion had, if any ? I do not think it could have any effect. The 
bar has never been so bad for very many years as it has been during the last two or three months.
898. The effect will be bad enough after this last gale ? It is not the southerly gales which hurt the bar, 
it is the north-easters, which for nine months are the prevailing winds.
899. They are winds, not gales ? Tes. The bar is protected from southerly gales by nobbies, and a 
reef from Bird Hock, which breaks the heavy sea occasionally.
900. Tou are not prepared to say how far out the north breakwater should go ? Into a depth of not 
less than 3-j fathoms. It is supposed that any sea has no effect on the bottom in 3 fathoms.
901. Suppose it was run out to a level with the point of the south training-wall, which w'ould be a little 
outside the “ Ballina” wreck, do you think that would give a sufficient scour ? Previously it has.
902. It wras the obstruction offered by the wreck which caused the scour ? Certainly.
903. The question is would it keep a good bar there, and would it keep the bar open outside that point ?
No, it would not be enough. The action of the sea in northerly and north-easterly weather would affect the 
sand at the bottom. It is laid down that you must have 3 fathoms of water before j'ou can depend upon the 
sand not being disturbed. If you are going to keep the same width there; you will have to go out to a 
depth of 18 or 20 feet for safety. I think it is only 17 feet 6 inches to the rock at the bar. Some years 
ago Captain Howard, w'hen he was making a survey, made some soundings, and got down to the rock at a 
depth of, I think, 17 feet 6 inches, or 18 feet.
904. Do you know much about the district itself? Tes; I have lived there on and off for twenty-five
years. '
905. Do you look upon it as a progressive district or as a district which has filled up ? Certainly there is a

good
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J.L.Euthven. g00d deal of land that is open for settlement; hut all the best of the first and second-class lands has
f>een taken up. During the last five years land has been taken up there, which they must have been hard lOMay, 1898.uptotakeup J J

906. They have to take what they can get now? Tes; all the frontages are gone. There is a large 
amount of good scrub land on this side of the table-land, beyond deep water frontage, which is still available.
907. Do you think the district is kept back in any way, or that the settlers are seriously inconvenienced
from want of communication ? I think they have been very seriously inconvenienced from want of 
proper communication with Sydney, owung to the bad state of the bar. I have known vessels to have to 
wait for a fortnight behind the bar before they could get out with perishable produce—which meant a 
dead loss to the settlers. ■
908. Maize, the chief product, will find its w'ay to a market sooner or later even if it is detained on board 
the steamer for a week ? Tes ; but you very often miss a good buyer. A man does not thresh his maize 
out until he sees a good market. The growers on other rivers can get their produce to market, but this 
man on the Hastings loses his market.
909. He is not able to take advantage of a rise in the market which is a fluctuating one ? No.
910. I)o you think a better entrance to the river would lead to further settlement and further production 
in this district ? I do, for this reason : That there is a large area of land available for settlement wdiich 
is not good for cultivation, but which would make good dairy farms. With the factory at Port Macquarie, 
and creameries established all over the district, I believe it would lead to the settlement of a large portion 
of country which otherwise could not be utilised.
911. Do you think the farmers on the river are making the best use of the land to-day? That is 
questionable.
912. Are the owners of land there cultivating? They are cultivating all the land which is fit for cultiva
tion. Thei’e has been a very large increase in cultivation during the last five or seven years there.
913. The immediate benefit from these works to the settlers would be more certain communication, 
possibly a larger class of steamers, and cheaper freights ? Cheaper freights, which is the main thing.
914. Tou think that once a certainty of trade is given an increase of trade is bound to follow ? Undoubtedly.
915. And in support of that view you say that the land is there to admit of further settlement ? Tes, 
for dairying purposes.
916. Do you think the district as it stands to-day is of sufficient importance to warrant the country in 
improving the river ? I do undoubtedly.
917. Could relief be given to the people on the river by any other means, such as a railway? There is 
no doubt that if the North Coast railway were constructed, with a station at Wauchope, all the perishable 
produce, the live stock, and the passenger traffic would gc by that way.
918. If the railway were constructed and the port w7ere improved, one would rob the other ? I cannot 
see that it would, because nine-tenths of the maize would go by water if the freights were satisfactory.
919. The railway would scarcely be able to carry maize as cheaply as a steamer could do ? I cannot see 
why it could not be done when it is done in other parts of the world.
920. As it does not appear from the evidence that the district would support both a railway and a port, 
which work do you think is the more desirable one to carry out for the benefit of this district? I should 
say a railway, if it were constructed at once, but that seems to be very far off.
921. Suppose the port is improved, and that eventually no railway is made, will that port be sufficient to 
enable the people to carry on all their business ? It would if it were made a good port.
922. Suppose it were so improved that it wrould carry a larger steamer, and would be available oftener
than it is at present, do you not think that the whole of the produce of the district—maize and perishable 
products—would be able to find a market? If the works were carried out so as to enable a larger 
steamer to come in and out in all weathers, and the usual traders could get in and out, I think it would 
be sufficient for the requirements of the w'hole of the Hastings district. At the same time, the North 
Coast line would be a great advantage to them. .
923. Tou think an improved port would meet all requirements for many years ? I’or vears to come.
924. A great deal has been said by various witnesses as to the dairying industry on the northern rivers ; 
do you think it can be established anywhere indiscriminately, or must it not be confined to districts which 
have the grasses suitable for cattle ? I do not agree with you there. I do not believe in the natural 
grasses at all for dairying. To make dairying pay you must cultivate ; you must grow all the stuff for 
your cattle. I look upon a good milch cow as a boiler—the more you fire up the more steam you get. It 
is coming to that every day.
925. The Hastings Eiver district, I presume, affords as favourable opportunity to do that as any other 
river district ? It is not as large as many other river districts, but the land is as rich as the land in any 
other part of the Colony, not even excepting the Hunter.
926. If they have been able to accomplish great things on the Eichmond and in other places, you think 
the Hastings Eiver will be capable of doing so ? Tes ; they have not had an opportunity to do it before, 
but now that they have a central factory with creameries in different places they will.
927. Tou think that steam communication will be sufficient to enable them to carry on their work ?
Quite. ' "
92S. 3fr. J3laclc7\ Have you noticed the effect of north-easterly gales on the outer sandspit which is 
facing the town? It is constantly changing. There is not a month in the year when it is the same.
929. It is eaten away by north-easters ? Tes ; right at the end of that woody point I have seen a channel 
100 yards wide. I have repeatedly sailed out of the river north into the ocean, and then returned through 
a cutting in the sandspit. I have sailed pound the site of the “Ballina” wreck, and sailed to the north 
inside the outside break, and through there.
930. AVas that channel cut by the ocean or by the river- current ? By the river. The big flood took nearly
the whole of that spit away. ’
931. When that sand is washed away into the channel is it not afterwards washed down to form the bar?
Undoubtedly. ■
932. Tou think that without the northern breakwater the bar cannot be permanently removed ? Certainly 

- not.
933. Does it not appear to you, from the fact that that sandspit is liable to erosion by flood, that that 
eastern training-wall would also bs necessary before you could obtain a perfect channel? I do not think

. so,
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so, for all practical purposes, because it bas only been known once to go through there. The deepest J- L.Ruthven. 
water in the place is to the north of the eastern training-wall.
934. Tou do not think the upper end of the eastern training-wall is necessary ? Not a bit. There is a 10 1898.
natural training-wall on that side. “ '
935. Do you not think that without the western training-wall, the force of the current will be greatly lost
on these sand flats, and in the bay above the town ? No; if you want to go up the river in a strong ebb
tide, you get over on the lower side where there is little or no current. It is on the eastern side that the 
current is met with ; it comes round here like a mill-race, I suppose at the rate of 7 or 8 knots. The 
strength of the current is on the eastern side, and when you want to go up against the tide, you hug the 
sand-bank on the western side. '
936. Would not that training-wall still more increase the force of that current ? I do not think the result 
would be commensurate with the expenditure.
937. Tou were speaking of the non-disturbance of the bottom at a depth of 3 fathoms. Suppose the 
breakwater were taken out to a depth of 3 fathoms, would it not be possible to lessen that depth by the 
settlement of sand ? I do not think so ; from experiences in other parts of the world, they always reckon 
that, if they can get 3 fathoms at the end of the breakwater, and they have got the scour, the action of the 
sea will not send the scour back.
938. The only thing you attach any importance to is the construction of the northern breakwater ?
Principally; but I do not for a moment say that the south training-wall will not help it.
939. Tour reason for making that statement is because there is no protection from the north while there 
is protection from the south by the rocky headland and Nobbies ? Tes, and from my own observation of 
the place.
940. What is required there is mainly, I understand, a safe entrance ? Tes.
941. It is not at all necessary to deepen the channel so that steamers can go up the river for any distance ?
It would be all the better if they could go up to Wauchope, but what they want is to be able to come in 
and out at any time of the tide as they used to do.
942. There is no great depot up the river,and the articles of shipment are gathered at various small places •
and taken down to the wharf ? Tes.
943. It might involve a very large cost to deepen the river and its branches so that the steamer could 
navigate them all in search of traffic ? It would not cost much to enable them to go up the main river as 
far as Wauchope. If the ocean steamer could go to Wauchope, the company could carry the produce at 
a reduced freight. It would save the main portion of their droghering plant and staff.
944. Tou think that that would be advisable? Certainly. On one occasion I had one of the ocean 
steamers as far as Ennis, which is not very far from Wauchope ; but we stuck, and we had some trouble 
to get off.
945. Mir. Hoskins 1\ Have you made a visit to Port Macquarie since you came to Sydney ? No.
946. Is it not a very slow-going, unimportant district ? The town itself is rather slow, but the district is 
a good district.
947. Has not one of the drawbacks to the district been that a great deal of the best land was given out 
years ago in grants, when Port Macquarie was a penal settlement, and the grantees are holding the land 
expecting to get a very high price, and by their action are deterring people from settling there ? No; 
all the>old grants are the worst lands on the whole of the Hastings Eiver. The best lands, with one 
exception, on that river, have not been old grants. Instead of taking the rich brush lands on the bank of 
the river, they went to the forest lands, and took nearly all their grants there. Not one of the original 
grantees owns the land at present. The grants have all been cut up into small farms and sold years ago.
I think I was the last one who had an old grant there, and it is now cut up.
948. Were the purchasers of that land residents in the district, or did they come from other places ?
Erom other places.
949. I suppose it is quite a rarity to see people going there now ? No ; if land were put up for sale there 
to-morrow, and it was any good at all, it would find a purchaser in a resident of the district or residents 
in other districts.
950. ' Although these persons in other districts have heard of the state of the bar at Port Macquarie, still 
they g° id161’6 and face the difficulties of navigation? Tes; the bars to the north and south, with the 
exception of the Clarence, are worse than ours.
951. The amount of produce which comes from the district is very small ? There is a very large area 
under cultivation. Every available acre which is lit for maize crops is under maize. There is a lot of 
land under maize which is not fit for maize-growing.
952. There is only one steamer engaged in the trade ;—is it a small steamer ? About 300 tons.
953. Do you think that if there were a North Coast railway extending to the Port Macquarie district, a dozen ' 
passengers a week would travel by train ? Tes ; aud a great many more, even from the Hastings district 
alone ; but the North Coast railway would not depend on Port Macquarie alone for its passenger traffic.
954. Tou said that nine-tenths of the maize would be sent by water; do vou not think that one railwav
truck would take all the dairy produce in a week ? 1 do not think it would. "
955. Considering the great extent of the Colony, its sparse population, and the needs of the countrv, do' 
you think the Government would he justified in expending £60,000 in improving the navigation of the 
Hastings Eiver? I do. I think the people are entitled to it. They have never had Is., as it were, spent 
in the district. They have paid their taxes, and so on, and I think they are entitled to a fair share of 
public expenditure in order that they may get their produce to market.
956. Has not some work been carried our, by the Government to improve the navigation of the river?
Tou can hardly call it improving the navigation when they use these old crab-dredges. A couple of Irish
men, with long-handled shovels, would do as much work in a day as a crab-dredge.
957. Has not a portion of the south training-wall been built ? I believe a small portion has been built 
since I was there.
958. Have you not heard that the entrance bas been improved ? No ; it bas never been in a worse state 
for the last fifteen years than it is at present, or has been during the last three months. They have had 
to wait until the very top of high tide to get up.
959. IMr. Trickett 1\ During your residence ia the district there was not much agitation for the improve
ment of the harbour ? Tes, on several occasions ; but it all ended in smoke.
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J. L.Kuthven. ggg. Prom the official precis which has been presented, it would appear that February, 1895, was the first 
time the attention of the Department was drawn to any necessity for improving the harbour ? I have 

^ ' known meetings to be held years ago. I know that it was brought under the notice of the Member for
the district; but whether he did anything further I do not know. It must be fifteen or sixteen years 
since I called a public meeting at Ennis. We had a large meeting there to agitate for the improvement 
of the bar.
961. It was always looked upon as one of the best bar-harbours on the North Coast? I think, bar the 
Clarence, =t is the best, because it is not subject to change so quickly as the others, owing to that 
southern rocky headland. AVhen the “ Ballina”' was there, and when it was sanded up to the north of the 
“ Ballina,” we had a good bar, and steamers could come in at nearly any time of the tide. There was as 
much as 16 feet of water on the bar then.
962. Now you have a sort of dual channel ? No ; it shifts too much. It is not confined sufficiently.
963. Are all traces of the “ Ballina ” gone ? They blew her up, instead of filling her with concrete and 
sinking her.
964. If they had left her where she was wrecked, and filled in to the north, you would have had a good 
scour ? Tes. I believe that if they put down two or three hulks filled with concrete they would provide 
a bar which the steamers could cross at any time of the tide.
965. Tou have not been to Port Macquarie since that small portion of the south training-wall was built ? 
No ; but that would not have the slightest effect.
966. In his evidence the other day, a captain said that its construction had really shallowed all that pink 
patch which it used to be easy to navigate;—he said that before it was constructed all that pink patch on 
the southern side was navigable water where he could go in and out at any time, but that since its 
construction it is all shallow water w'hich he cannot navigate ;—he says that the W'all has altered the current 
of the channel ? He could never come inside the beacon on the rock, or from that beacon to Diamontina 
Bock.
967. He said that all inside of that was good W'ater ? That is nonsense. It could not be good water,

, because it is all rock in here. He might come in a bit at one point.
968. But not to any great extent? No. He could not have understood the plan if he said that,because 
the portion tinted pink is all broken with rocks. He could beat in just underneath the school, but he 
could never come inside the Diamontina Bock.
969. The Committee have under their consideration two projects—the construction of a North Coast 
railway and the improvement of the bar-harbours on the North Coast—but it is not likely that both 
projects will be carried out;—in the interests of the district, which do you think it would be better to 
carry out—to abandon the proposal to improve the entrance to the port at a cost of £46,000 and let it be 
silted up, or to construct the North Coast railway? I hardly think it is fair to put on the shoulders of 
Port Macquarie or Hastings district the whole of that railway.
970. The North Coast railway, if constructed, will tap nearly all these ports, but it is not likely that in the 
present state of the public finances, w'e can afford to spend £3,000,000 or £4,000,000 on the construction 
of that railway, and enormous sums in improving the bar-harbours ? Everybody on the North Coast 
would like to see the raihvay go ahead as well as the other works ; but under the circumstances, I should 
certainly say, go for the breakwater.
971. It is an acknowledged fact that where water carriage can be availed of for the transport of. timber 
and produce it is cheaper than any other form of carriage ? In most instances it is.
972. If the railway were constructed, and the vessels could go in and out of the port, the people would 
still send their goods by water if the freight were cheaper than the freight by rail ? They would send by 
water all the goods which were not perishable. The railway, if constructed, would open a tremendous lot 
of land which will never be available until it is made, owing to the want of carriage.
973. The timber would still go by water? Most of it would.
974. Tou said there is a lot of land under maize which really is not quite up to maize-growing. That
remark would point to the fact that the district has reached its maximum development, as far as maize
growing is concerned? I think, as far as maize-growing is concerned, it has; but the land I speak of would 
make magnificent dairy-farms, which, I understand, pay better than maize-growing. ’
975. Dairy farming would not tend to induce very dense population? More so, I think, than maize-growing. 
It is only a farming population which is there.

' 976. The dairy product is a compact product ? It goes into a smaller space than maize.
977. Tou would not contend, I suppose, that this work should be looked upon as a reproductive work— 
that there would be a large return from the outlay ? I do not see -where you are going to get it.
978. Tou regard it as a kind of national work? 1 do. I think the people on the river are fairly entitled 
to the whole of the proposed expenditure. I think it is one of the most neglected districts in the 
Colony.
979. Mr. OlarTceP\ Tou said that there is a large area of land up the river available for dairying purposes. 
Is it land from which the timber has been cleared? No ; it is open forest land. Some portions of it have 
been cleared, but there is a large extent of what you w’ould call first-class grazing land, which could be 
utilised for dairy-farms, but which now is not really productive.
980. Is it high land ? Tes.
981. Tou said that you considered that dairying would not be profitable except the land were ploughed 

• and laid down with English grasses ? I say it would be more profitable.
982. Is that kind of country suitable for growing imported grasses ? 'Tes ; it is a rich chocolate soil.
983. Is it all rich chocolate soil ? Nearly all. •
984. Is it heavily timbered ? Portions are, and portions are open—apple-tree and grey gum.
985. The scrub lands are generally the best lands when cleared ? Dndoubtedly.
986. Would the alluvial land on which maize is grown be suitable for dairying purposes ? It is the best 

. in the world.
987. It would have to be laid down with imported grasses ? If they want to allow their alluvial soil to 
go into grass on the northern rivers, they do not sow English grasses, but they simply let it lie fallow, 
and in eighteen months or two years it is one mass of clover and couch. Couch is the best grass on the 
northern rivers in winter time.
988. As a rule, in the south the couch grass is not suitable except in summer time? We have not such
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Lard winters in the north as you have in the south. I kuow the south country. Even when it is burnt J-L.Eulhven. 
with frost it is nutritious. *
989. Can you say from personal knowledge that dairying pays or will pay better than maize-growing? 10 May> 1898. 
No; hut I have made inquiries from those who have had actual experience, and they tell me it does.
I have not dairy-farmed, but I have done a good deal of maize-growing.
990. I suppose mixed farming would be carried on there ? Yes ; mixed farming is the best all over the
world. .
991. Has the population increased very much of late years ? I do not think it has increasd a great deal; 
but, certainly there is a lot of outside land which has been settled within the last seven years. I could not 
tell you the population.
992. A good deal of timber is sent from there ? Yes; itis acknowledged to be one of the finest hardwood 
timber districts in the colonies.
993. All the cedar and beech.are gone ? You may get a little beech now and again, and a few logs of 
cedar, but the places are so inaccessible that it is hardly worth the trouble.
994. Hoes land bring a high price on the Hastings ? .1 do not know exactly what the selling price would 
be just now ; but for land with about 13 to 14 chains frontage, and about 80 chains back, I got £20 an 
acre cash, and 1 reckon that barely one-half the land on eachfarn/is what I call first-class land. I do not 
think you would get that for it now.
995. I have heard that there is a good deal of land on the Hastings which might be bought for £1 an 
acre old grants ? I had a little bit there which I would be glad to sell to you for less than £1 an acre.
It is no criterion as to what the land is worth, because some of the old grants comprise the worst land in 
the district.
996. Vice-Ohairman.'] You say that until the “ Ballina” was removed the harbour was a good one, and the 
bar gave no trouble ;—do you know what led to her removal ? I think, as I told them at the time, it was 
some fools who agitated for her removal.
997. Do you remember the agitation ? Ido.
998. Who led the agitation? I cannot remember distinctly ; but I know that I opposed it strongly for 
exactly the reasons that I have stated here.
999. Was it not in consequence of the local agitation that the Government decided to blow up the wreck ?
I believe it was.
1000. IV as that agitation due to the fact that the bar was bad, and was supposed to be getting worse by
allowing the wreck to remain there? While the “ Ballina” was there intact, if a strong flood came and 
opened the channel to the north, that disturbed the channel to the south, because it made two channels .
and neither of them was good.
1001. Was that owing to the presence of the “Ballina”? No; at the time the agitation was. got up 
both channels were open, but neither of them was good. The people at the port thought that if they had 
the “ Ballina” taken out of that position the water would run into one channel and deepen.
1002. The removal occurred in consequence of both channels being bad at the time the agitation was got
up ? That was the reason.. While the spit sanded up north of Ballina, and the channel was confined to 
the south side of the “ Ballina,"’ you could go in or out at any time of the tide, and there was no talk of 
any agitation then. But when a flood swept away the spit to the north of the “ Ballina” it opened both, 
channels, and neither of them was good. '
1003. As a matter of fact, her removal was due to the condition of the bar at the time of that agitation ?
Yes ; it was owing to the two channels.
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■ George Charles Yeo, draftsman, Stock Branch, Department of Mines, sworn, and examined
1004. Mr. Farnell.~] You were asked to produce a return of the stock in the Hastings Elver district ? Gt. C. Yeo.

lOOo. Have you prepared a statement? Yes. It is as follows:—Description of p-rea to include the id May, 1898.
undermentioned stock: Commencing at the mouth of the Hastings Eiver, and bounded thence on part of
the east by the sea-coast northerly to the northern watershed of the Hastings Eiver aforesaid ; thence on
the north by that watershed westerly about 45 miles; thence on the west by a line southerly about 16
miles to the southern watershed of the Hastings Eiver; thence on the south by that watershed generally
easterly to the sea-coast aforesaid; and thence on the remainder of the east by that coast, to the point of
commencement. Eeturn, 31st December, 1897Horses, 1,833 ; cattle, 11,261; sheep, 348 ; pigs, 3,354.
lOfc-Port Macquarie Steep District:—8,842 horses, 45,632 cattle, and 798 sheep. Increase in cattle
in Port Macquarie Sheep. District, which includes the Hastings, 1896 over 1895, 659 cattle; 1897 over
1896, 5,859 cattle.
1006. Cannot you give the proportion in each district ? No, because our returns have gone back to the 
inspectors.
1007. You have not had an opportunity of comparing the stock returns for this year with the returns for 
1897 ? No, not m the particular area I have described. I have given a comparison with the whole of 
the sheep district, which includes the Hastings, the Macleay, and as far as the IS'ambucca Eiver.
1008. Would the stock within the area you have described come within the influence of the proposed
harbour works ? No ; they would have their own harbour works. The first return I gave relates wholly 
to the Hastings district. It would not affect the other rivers at all. J
1009. What is the general character of the stock there ? Eats and dairy cattle. There is a drift of about
2,000 fats a year from about the Macleay and the Hastings to the southern markets.
1010. yi • Olarlee.~\ The statement you read does not give the returns for Jdie Hastings district separate 
from the Macleay district and the Nambucca district ? The first return was for the Hastings alone, and
1 gave the others to show what increase there was in the whole of the district. ’ .
101^ ^ T}le Macquarie sheep district, although there is hardly a sheep in it, is a verylar<re
one . Yes ; it includes the Hastings, the Macleay, and the Nambucca Eivers. °
1012. It includes within its boundaries over 45,000 head of cattle, and 9,000 head of horses. The district, 
as a whole, is a large one; hut the district of the Hastings only would contain, according to vour estimate
a little over 11,000 head of cattle? Yes. ,
1013. A little more than a fourth of the whole of the sheep district ? That is just about it.

1014.



e°. 1014. Do the stock travel by the ordinary stock routes, or do they come by steamer? All the large stock 
isos *rave^ ^7 the ordinary stock routes.

• 1015. Why ? They do not care to take the risk of sending them by steamer.
1010. As a matter of fact, it does fatten stock to a certain extent ? It does.
1017. In view of the very recent and disastrous approach of the tick pest towards this Colony, what effect 
is it going to have on the cattle in our coastal district, which appear to be the most favourable for the 
growth of the tick ? It is rather a difficult question to answer. There is no doubt it will cause an increase 
in the price of cattle. It may mean ruination to everybody when it comes there.
1018. You have had to remove the quarantine boundary from the interior of Queensland to our northern
border ? Yes. '
1019. You have had to shift your line in one direction, 200 miles, without a day’s warning, in consequence 
of the tick coming south ? Yes.
1020. Notwithstanding all the precautions which the Government of Queensland has taken to prevent
its spread, the tick has made its appearance at Brisbane, and within a short distance from our borders? 
Yes. _
1021. Suppose it gets into the Hastings Eiver district, will you be likely, in five years’time, to have
45,000 head of stock there? I do not think so. ”
1022. If the dairying industry is carried on in the districts very largely, there is a possibility of there 
being a very large loss of stock ? Yes.
1023. And the dairying industry may be crippled for the time being? Yes; but the dairy cattle being 
tame can be treated more easily than cattle out on the holdings.
1024. These northern districts are most favourable for the growth of this pest ? Yes.
1025. Is it not in these particular districts that you expect to have most trouble ? All along the coast.
1026. Do you not view with some alarm the possible spread of the pest into these districts? We do.
1027. Can there be any doubt, in view of their experience in Queensland, that if the pest should get into
these districts the loss of cattle must be verv large ? Yes ; very great.
1028. If dairying alone is relied on as an industry, there is an extreme probability of its receiving a very
severe check in the North Coast districts during the next few years from this cause alone ? Yes.
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Eeginald McEae Mitchell, clerk, Government Statistician’s Office, Chief Secretary’s Department,
sworn, and examined

1029. Afr. Blacky Have you brought a return which was asked for by the Committee? Yes. The clerk 
who prepared the return is absent, and, therefore, I am unable to tell the Committee the boundaries of the

, district to which the figures I am going to give, apply. I will furnish the boundaries of the district after
' wards. In this return it is stated that the total area of the district is 327,040 acres. The population was 
3,470 at the end of 1897. The Crown lands occupied at the 31st March, 1897, comprised 13,058 acres, and 
of alienated lands, freehold, 45,728 acres, and leasehold 18,796 acres. The total area of alienated land 
was 64,524 acres, and that area, added to the Crown lands occupied, gives a total area of 77,582 acres. 
No material alteration in these figures is shown by the returns for 1897-8.
1030. Can you give a comparative statement of the general production of the district for three years ? 
Yes; it is as follows :—

1895-6. 1896-7. 1897-8.
Wheat ... ... ... 38 acres. 80 acres. 113 acres.
Maize ... ... ... 4,689 „ 4,970 4,725 „
Other grain crops ... 217 „ 270 205 „
Lucerne and sown grass 28 „ 30 24 „
Sorghum ... ... 59 „ 44 17 „
Eoot crops ... ... 65 „ 84 24 „
Vineyards and orchards 42 „ 52 45 „
Market-gardens ... 5 „ 14 5J 6 „
Minor crops ... ... 40 „ 54 }> 18 „

Total under crops... 5,183 acres. 5,598 acres. 5,177 acres.
In addition to that, in permanent artificially-sown grasses, there is an area varying from 700 to 900 acres. 
It is explained here in a note that the term “ other grain crops,” includes barley, oats, rye, and millet. 
The return also states the productions in the most important crops during that period as follows:—

1S95-6. 1896-7. 1897-8.
Wheat ... ... ... ... 440 bushels. 1,360 bushels. 1,157 bushels.
Maize ... ... ... ... 177,445 „ 177,902 „ *159,477 „
Hay, all kinds ... ... ... 128 tons. 176 tons. 113 tons.
Potatoes ... ... ... ... 193 „ 324 „ 38 „
The production of butter during 

the three years was... ... 35,788 lb. 43,062 lb., and 75,887 lb. respectively.
* Estimated.

gives the returns of live-stock at the end of each year, as follows:—
1895-6. 1896-7. 1897-8.

Horses ... ... ... 1,508 1,564 1,652
Dairy cattle ... ... 1,158 1,516 1,869
Ordinary cattle ... 5,173 5,484 6,028
Sheep ... ... ... 208 258 252
Kgs ......................... 2,107 2,282 2,482

1031. You have not brought any information in regard to the export of timber ? No; this will no doubt 
be supplied to the Committee by the Department of Eorestry, while the boundaries of the district to 
which the figures refer will be supplied by our Department.
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SresTut:—
The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (Vice-Chairman).

The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.

Henet Clarke, Esq.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Weight, Esq.

Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings River.

John See, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined: —
1032. Vice-Chairman^ You are a Member of the Legislative Assembly and a director of the North Coast J. See, Esq.,
Steamship Company ? Yes. M.P.
1033. Mr. O'Connor.'] Have you seen the plan of the proposed works at Port Macquarie ? Mr. Lee has /---A-----<
•explained the nature of the proposed works to me. I think it is one of the easiest harbours on the coast ^
to improve, because it has a south headland and a rocky point jutting prettv well out to the sea on the 
south. There is a tremendous sandbank on the north side, and that is where the danger comes from 
northerly weather; but, as a rule, for light-draught ships it is a good entrance varying from 7 to 12 feet.
We look upon it as a safe port for small ships, and I should think it is capable of being very much 
improved without incurring any very large expense. I do not know the. cost of the proposed works.
1034. The scheme as submitted to the Committee is estimated to cost £46,500? The ocean-going 
steamers do not go beyond the wharf, that is at the beginning of the river. ‘All the produce has to be - 
brought down in droghers from different parts on the Hastings and its tributaries. I do not think the 
ocean boats have ever gone up beyond the wharf.
1035. Will you give the Committee the benefit of your opinion in regard to the proposed expenditure, 
and of your knowledge of the condition of the country surrounding that port? I think the proposal is 
a good one. I have no doubt that the force of the tide will keep a channel along the training-wall. Of 
course the whole scheme would be better than a part; but still I think it will be effectual in giving a 
depth of water sufficient for present requirements. The great trouble they have is on the north side, 
because the sand comes over and chokes up the whole of the channel. A training-wall will help the tide 
to keep the track clear as it has done on many other rivers.
1036. Do you think the work which is being constructed should be continued ? Undoubtedly. The little 
bit which has been done will be no good unless it is continued. The pink-tinted portion on the map 
consists of water and sand, and some rocks, and this sand gets into the channel and makes the bar bad.
It is accessible at almost all times from the soutlp except when there is a southerly swell on.
1037. The natural headland is a protection against the southerly winds ? Yes. On all rivers which have 
a south headland it is easier to make harbour works, and the entrances are better than the entrances to 
rivers where they have not any south headland.
1038. Do you think the proposed expenditure is a proper one to incur ? I do, because it is an important 
district. It used to be the principal port for the tableland in the early days of the Colony. It is 
one of the oldest if not the oldest settlement on the coast. I have seen soldiers’ grave-stones there 
bearing the date of 1821. It is a quaint old town. It was a place of very considerable importance, as 
the remains of very large old brick stores would indicate. In the early days it was a depot for New 
England, and also for Tamworth. But after the railway was made, and the Hunter was opened up, and 
better roads were made, traffic was discontinued to the port, and it became a place of much less importance 
as a depot than it used to be ; but still there is an important agricultural district for a considerable distance 
inland from the town. They produce a very considerable quantity of produce. I suppose, unless when 
there is a flood-year, they produce probably from 30,000 to 40,000 sacks of maize—200,000 bushels of 
maize—a year. Then they produce a very large quantity of pigs and poultry, and a very considerable 
quantity of hardwood—for Port Macquarie is famous for its hardwood timber. Altogether, it is an 
important district. It ranks in some degree, I think, as the Bellinger and Nambucca. Perhaps there is 
a larger settlement at Port Macquarie than there is at the Nambucca, but not quite so large as there is 
at the Manning. I think it is capable of a very considerable development. There is good country at 
the back, and there has been a good deal of gold-mining from time to time up in that district. Altogether,
I should regard the Hastings as one of our principal rivers. The site of the town, to my mind, is the very 
best on the coast. It is the prettiest place I have seen on the coast from Point Danger to Cape Howe, 
and ought to be and would be, no doubt, if there were better means to get into the harbour, made a 
sanatorium for fishing, shooting, and residential purposes. I have seen no place on the coast which I like 
so well—that is, apart from its agricultural importance.
1039. Can you of your own knowledge say that the country is capable of very large development if better 
facilities are afforded to enter the river ? There is no question that it is like many other rivers ; it is only 
in its infancy. It only requires facilities to induce settlement for the place to go ahead very much more 
rapidly than it has done. It is a shallow bar, but it is not a dangerous bar. The only difficulty we have 
ever heard of, so far as my connection with the port goes, which extends over twenty years, has been 
when there was an easterly swell on. I think it is a bar which can be very easily improved.' I do not 
think it would he an expensive thing to do, and I think the ivork would be permanent.
1040. Previous witnesses have said that the southerly gales which are so treacherous to other portions of 
our coast have not the same destructive effect at the Hastings River ? I do not think a southerly wind 
would touch it at all. The only danger would be from an easterly gale, and that would spend itself, I 
think, on the sand on the northern side. It would not affect these harbour works at all. The proposed 
works would not be affected by any action of the waves that has ever come under my notice.
1041. The Committee is also considering an alternative scheme for a railway to the North Coast, and they ,
would like to know how, in your opinion that railway might affect these different ports, particularly Port 
Macquarie? I do not think the North Coast railway would affect it in the slightest degree, except bene-
fic..,.ly. If the railway is made, and I hope it will be made some day, I think it will go a long distance back

from
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from the mouth of the river. We know well that if you get anything like reasonable facilities for water 
carriage railway carriage cannot compete against water carriage. 1 am satisfied that the railway would 
not injuriously affect the harbour works. On the contrary, I think the harbour works and the extension 
of the railway would probably assist in the development of trade.
1042. Ton have no hesitation in recommending to the Committee that the proposed expenditure would 
be a good one ? I think it is quite justifiable, and I consider that the proposal is a good one.
1043. Mr. Hoskins.'] How many vessels have the North Coast Company running to Port Macquarie ? 
The “ liosedale,” a steamer of about 200 tons.
1044. Does she trade to the Bellinger, the Nambucca, and the Hastings ? Yes.
1045. In one trip ? Sometimes ; but that is in a slack season. Sometimes we have what they call flood 
years. A flood year means that pretty well all the produce on the rivers is swept away. Then one steamer 
will be sufficient to take supplies to the Hastings, the Bellinger, and the Nambucca. But when they get 
a fair crop of maize on each river, which would represent, perhaps, over 10,000 bags of maize, that would 
mean a trip a week for a steamer carrying about 1,000 bags each trip. It would take two steamers like 
the “ Bosedale” to do the work of the three rivers ; but the company have droghers which can cross the 
bar. These droghers very often go into the Nambucca and the Bellinger, and take out a cargo to larger 
steamers at Trial Bay, or bring it on to the port. Sometimes we take maize from the Bellinger and 
Nambucca to the port, so as to give despatch to the steamer. Sometimes the maize from the Bellinger 
and the Nambucca is taken to Trial Bay and put on a larger steamer; but the port, as a rule, could accom
modate seven out of ten of the North Coast Company’s steamers as far as the draught of water goes.
1046. Are we to understand that one steamer of 200 or 300 tons burden supplies the requirements of the 
Hastings, the Nambucca, and the Bellinger for six months in the year? I think it does ; but that does 
not include the timber which is taken by sailing vessels.
1047. Is not the timber trade carried on in small vessels of light draught which can go over the bar at 
almost any time ? They draw about a foot, I suppose. These little vessels which are mostly owned by 
the mill-owners, are employed by the mill-owners to take the different cargoes which are required, and 
land them at certain places.
1048. But the owners of these small vessels do not generally complain of any difficulty in getting in or 
out ? I do not know.
1049. Very often they are prevented from getting in or out ? Sometimes I have known the Bellinger to 
be blocked for three weeks before the harbour improvements ■were carried out, and they had to get their 
supplies of bread and flour from the Macleay.
1050. You have never heard of any great delays to vessels trying to enter the Hastings Eiver? I have 
been bar-bound at Port Macquarie for a week.
1051. Until recent years Port Macquarie was a very dull place, one of the early settlements, and all the
young fellows went away to Victoria and other places and left old men and females behind ? "When the 
trade drifted to Maitland and other parts of the country Port Macquarie became something like 
Goldsmith’s Deserted Village. The very large buildings put up in olden times to accommodate the 
merchandise were not required by the smaller local trade; but still, there is a considerable amount of
trade done at the port. There are two or three large hotels and several stores there.
1052. How long is it since you were there last ? About three years.
1053. Did you notice that they have not built a new house within the last ten years ? Within my recol
lection they have built one very large hotel of about 40 rooms, and I am sure you would be delighted 
with that hotel if you only had an opportunity to stay there.
1054. Was it built in anticipation of Port Macquarie becoming a sanatorium? To some extent. It was
not put up altogether to supply future requirements. There are two very large hotels there.
1055. It is a very unprogressive place, and the people have very little energy or push, and they take things 
very easily ? I think they have as much energy as the people in any other town. If a man has not very 
far to go there is no use for him to break his heart to get there. It is a small town, but the district is 
an important one.
1056. How long have the steamers of the North Coast Company been trading to the Hastings Eiver? 
About 7 or 8 years.
1057. Have you noticed that the cargoes brought from that district are increasing, or are they about 
stationary ? The trade of every northern river is gradually increasing year by year, and the population 
too.
1058. Have you been up the river far above the town ? I have been up the river as far as what they call 
the head of navigation.
1059. Has there been much forest land reclaimed by persons to engage in agriculture? Yes.
1060. "W e were told yesterday that there is a good deal of very inferior land in the Hastings Eiver 
district ? So there is in every district.
1061. There is not much inferior land in the Eichmond Eiver district ? Yes, there is. There are a good 
man)* swamps. I admit that it is a very favourable district, but still there is a considerable quantity of 
inferior land on the Eichmond. On most of these rivers, at the back of the alluvial land, there are 
swamps. They are useful in summer for grazing, but they are not the best lands. I do not think there 
is as large a proportion of bad land on the Hastings as there is on the other rivers.
1062. But the area is very much smaller ? Yes. It is not quite so important a district, and does not 
produce as much as the Manning. It is further away from Sydney, and probably it has not the same 
opportunities, but I think it is capable of very considerable development.
1063. Do you know whether many strangers have gone into the district to take up land ? I do not think 
there have been very many. I think there is a good deal of good land above the head of the river, but it 
is not suitable for cultivation, because there is no road to it.
1064. Do the directors of the North Coast Company anticipate that that district will progress so much 
that they will have to have a steamer specially for the river’s trade ? The policy of the company is to 
make the necessary provision for trade as the exigencies of trade may require. We cannot anticipate by 
building a new boat what they believe will be the requirements of the river in a couple of years, but we 
have steamers which we can place absolutely in the trade if necessary. One steamer a week could not 
bring away the whole of the maize in the season which is grown there.
1065. Suppose this large sum were not expended in improving the entrance to the Hastings Eiver, which,* I
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I think, you said is one of the best rivers on the North Coast, do you think the district would go hack?
I do not think the district will go ahead as it ought to do. What I said was that, the port was favourably 'x ' 
situated for the construction of harbour works as any river on the coast, but that it was a shallow entrance, , / iTno 
with very seldom less than 8 feet of water. y’ '
106G. But with.the exception of building hotels, they are a very antiquated class of people;—there is not 
much go in them, is there? You will find an antiquated class of men everywhere, I think. I do not know 
that the people on the Hastings are any different to other people. I find the people on the Hastings 
exactly the same as I find the people in other parts, the descendants of English, Irish, and Scotch, and 
well-grown natives. I think they are a splendid type of men on all these northern rivers, and so far as 
industry is concerned, they do not get very much unless they work.
106(. Haying filled the office of Colonial Treasurer, and knowing the state of the public finances, and 
remembering the fact that there has been a road made into this district, and that the settlement is not very 
large, do you think that the public under such circumstances are justified in spending so large a sum in 
improving the, entrance to a district which does not progress very much ? Unmistakably I do, and I have 
not a shilling’s worth of interest in the port. The men we hear clamoring for railway construction in 
various parts of this country, will tell you in Parliament that it is a waste of money to improve our harbours.
But, I have no hesitation in saying that, the coastal districts are very much richer and more important in 
themselves than any other portions of this Colony, and if a reasonable sum were expended in improving 
the bar-harbours it would have the effect of giving greater facilities to the residents. The country is 
perfectly justified in incurring this expenditure. As an ex-Treasurer, as a Member of Parliament, as a man 
who has had a considerable amount of experience commercially with the rivers, I say the expenditure is 
absolutely justifiable, and that these districts are not nearly as sufficiently known as they ought to be to 
nine-tenths of the people of the country.
1068. Is it not a fact that large sums have been expended in the coast districts ? Not very much in 
comparison with what has been spent in other districts. I suppose more money xvas spent on the railway 
from here to Cooma than has been spent on the North Coast altogether. More money was spent on the 
railway from here to Newcastle than was spent on the North Coast altogether.
1069. Mi\ TrickettJ] The Member for the district, and Mr. Buthven, a very old resident of the district, 
have stated that the Hastings district has reached its maximum, as regards its agricultural development; 
do you agree with that view ? No.
1070. Mr. Buthven, who lived there for many years, said that there was a great deal of land under maize 
which was really inferior maize-growing country;—is that your experience? No. You cannot gauge 
the capacity of a district by a flood season. You must take the seasons when they do not get floods, if 
you "want to test the maize-producing capacity of a district. My experience is, that the production of 
•maize on that river, and on all the rivers, is on the increase, notwithstanding the fact that there has 
been a large amount of land taken up for sugar.
1071. How far do you think agriculture extends up the river ? I suppose it extends for 50 miles up on 
the river and its tributaries.
1072. How do you think the district is to go ahead ? There is an enormous quantity of land which will 
he available for farming purposes when proper roads are made.
1073. Bor what kind of farming? Maize-growing. Potatoesthey can grow when they get further up on the 

a* what they call the head of navigation. I think most of the land on the river banks is taken up.
1074. Is dairying an industry which would tend much to produce freight from the district? Yes ; a lot 
of freight comes to Sydney from the various dairies.
1075. Only in the shape of butter? Butter and pigs; hut butter requires space. You have to have 
-cool chambers for butter. Nearly all the North Coast Company’s steamers have cool chambers. They 
have a cool chamber in the boats going to the Manning, the Eichmond, and the Clarence, and if there were 
any important development of dairying at Port Macquarie, of course they would have cool chambers there.
1076. It would appear from the Departmental precis that it was only in Bebruary, 1895, that any 
agitation was started to improve the entrance to Port Macquarie ? I could not say that. I have been 
trading to the port about twenty 3rears. I lost one vessel (the “ Eichmond”) there about fifteen years 
ago. I do not think it was the fault of the port; I think it was the fault of careless navigation. Then 
a vessel called the “ Ballina,” before my boat went there, was wrecked on the bar. I should think it is 
more than twenty years since the “ Ballina” was wrecked. The difficulty which steamers have to contend 
with in navigating the river is that the sand shifts as it does on most of the rivers.
1077. Have the captains of the boats ever told you what, in their opinion, has been the effect of the little 
bit of training-wall wdiich has been constructed on the south side of the Hastings ? No ; there is not 
enough of it done to do either good or harm.
1078. The captain of a coasting vessel stated here the other dajr that until that little bit of training-wall 
was made he used to be able to navigate his ship up the water which is tinted pink on the map, and beat 
right up into the river, but that since it has been made it has had the effect of filling up this channel, and 
he cannot navigate it at all now';—he says that the effect of what the Glovernment has done has been to make 
the navigation worse ? On the Clarence the furious rush of water alongside the training-wall, where there 
used to be a sand-bank, keeps the channel as deep«,s they want it. Training-walls, wherever they have 
been made, have had the effect of deepening the water; but what effect they wdll have on the bar is another 
matter. If it only removes it from the crossing to put it on the bar, it will not do much good.
1079. Mr. Lee.'] An old resident has stated that, in his opinion, no works would be effective unless the 
north breakwater is constructed ;—from your knowledge of the place do you think his contention may 
be right ? I think the north breakwater would largely add to the depth of the river, and give greater 
facilities.
1080. The object of the Department in abandoning that work at the present time is to endeavour to 
obtain a good bar, sufficient for all purposes, and at a much less cost;—do you think they will get a good 
bar without going to the enormous cost of building the northern breakwater ? I think they would.
I think it would add largely to the depth of water. It would get rid of the difficulty they have now about 
the shallows above Port Macquarie, and enable steamers probably to get up the river.
1081. These works would Confine the water to a limited channel? Yes.
1082. Providing that these works did not attain fully the end required, it would he a matter for consider
ation whether we should proceed with the north breakwater? I should think the works which are 
submitted by the Department would be sufficient for a good number of years. 1083.
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"Would you advocate that they should be tried first? Tes. ■
j * 1081. Jlfr. Sober is.] Are the proposed works on somewhat similar lines to the works which have been

11 May 1898 ^ound to act so beneficially on the Clarence Eiver? Yes, very much the same. There is a south training
’ * wall like that at Grafton, then there is a break, and further down there is a breakwater on the south side,

and a channel which comes down to a place called Iluka. They are very much the same.
1085. What effect has the training-wall had on the Clarence ? It cleared away what was known as the 
crossing. I suppose it has made a difference of 8 feet in the water at the crossing ; where there used to 
be 10 feet of water there is 18 feet now, while close in to the training-wall there is as much water as you 
want. There is no difficulty at what was known as the crossing.
1086. Is it on the bar of the Clarence where they get 24 feet of water? Ho, it is inside at the crossing 
where the water was the shallowest. They only get from 14 to 16 feet on the bar. I think the works 
on the Clarence have had the effect of shifting the sand out on what was the old bar. They are going out 
now round the end of the breakwater.
1087. At the place where there is 24 feet of water, what depth used there to be ? It varied from 10 to 
12 feet.
1088. It is fair to assume that similar works will be equally successful on the Hastings Eiver? I do not 
see any reason why they should not. It is all shifting sand; it is a question of scour. There is an 
enormous area of water space on the Hastings—lakes and tributaries—and they would get the same 
proportion of scour there as they do on other rivers.
1089. Do you not regard the Hastings Eiver district as of sufficient importance to warrant the expenditure
of £46,500 on harbour works ? I do. It is a much more important district than lots of these little tin- 
pot places where they are spending a lot of money in making railways to. ■
1090. Is it not a fair thing, if the district is of some importance and has fine agricultural land, that the 
residents should get some expenditure of public money in order to enable them to get their produce to 
market ? I think so. It is a national improvement. It is a work which, when it is done once, will be 
done probably for all time. I think it is a place where harbour works can be constructed perhaps as 
advantageously as they can at any other port on the coast—at Newcastle or at the Clarence.
1091. You stated that sometimes there was only 7 feet of water on the bar ;—do you know that on the 
29th June last year there was only 5 feet on the bar ? That would be at low water.. There is a rise and 
fall of about 3 feet, I suppose, and I know you could load our little steamer, the “Eosedale,” with what 
she could carry, 200 tons, on about 7 feet.
1092. Does it not appear to you that the time has arrived when some step ought to be taken to improve
the navigation of the Hastings ? I do. I think it is possible, if there was 12 feet of water on the bar 
and an easterly sea, they would be bar-bound for a time. '
1093. At what period of the year is the entrance most difficult to negotiate ? It is mostly in the winter 
months that it is the worst.
1094. One would have thought that the north-easters (the prevailing summer winds) would have 
accumulated the sand ? They do. You get north-easterlies through the summer, and they help to bank 
up the sand. That is how they keep on gradual^ getting worse.
1095. Would not the westerly winds in winter help to clear out the entrance? We reckon that the worst 
time of the year for the bar is March, April, May, and June.
1096. What causes you to arrive at that conclusion ? Only that it is so. I do not know why it is so, 
except it may be the action of the north-easters in the summer. These bars are pretty hard to understand. 
Eor instance, a southerly gale like the one we had the other day would capsize the whole thing, and 
change the channel.
1097. When you say the Hastings is not so important as the Manning, do you mean as regards the area 
of agricultural land ? As regards the population and the output; not so much produce is raised.
1098. You mean that more maize is grown on the Manning than on the Hastings ? Yes ; on the Manning 
there is a larger population, and I think a larger area of good land. There is an enormous area of back 
country on the Manning. Wereckon that as much produce comes from Wingham, the head of the navigation 
as from below Wingham. There is an enormous area of land occupied about Nowendoc and all round the 
head of the Manning.
1099. Mr. Hoskins asked you how long the North Coast Company’s steamers have been running to Port 
Macquarie, and you answered eight years ;—for many years prior "to their advent did not the firm of John 
See & Co. send down steamers of equal size to those running now ? Yes ; I succeeded the Clarence and 
Eichmond Eiver Company. But there have been steamers trading down there, within my recollection, for 
the last thirty years—I remember the “ Ballina” and the “ Platypus” going there.
1100. If the proposed improvements had been carried out thirty years ago, do you not think this district 
would have shown a vast improvement compared with what it does now7 ? I do ; I think it is a nice little 
district. Por its size it is as good as any district along the coast.
1101. It is really regarded as a sanatorium by a large number of people living on the table-land of New
England ? Yes ; it is a lovely spot. It is a perfect coastal town, and will be, I think, some day a very 
important place as a sanatorium. Of course, if larger steamers were trading there a larger number of 
people would go there. Whilst we have so many other places about Sydney which are nearer and cheaper 
to reach people do not go to Port Macquarie. ’
1102. What is the longest period a vessel has been bar-bound at Port Macquarie ? I should think before 
the advent of steam it was a month. I remember the time when a little schooner used to be bar-bound 
there for a fortnight. The arrival of one of these boats was an event in those days.
1103. Do you know anything of the value of land on the river flats at the Hastings ? I suppose a good 
alluvial farm would be worth £15 an acre. Farms, like everything else, vary in value according to quality,

' area, and conditions.
1104. Mr. MacDonnell, formerly a bank manager at Port Macquarie, told the Committee that he valued 
the land at the present time at about £20 per acre, and that to his knowdedge land has been sold at £40 
an acre ? It is a matter of opinion; if a man fancies a piece of land he will give £40 an acre for it. 
But I should think the value of land there, speaking generally, would be about £15 an acre for good 
alluvial. There are lots of men, I daresay, who "would not sell their farms at all.
1105. Do you know anything of the mineral resources of the district ? No. There is gold I know7 in 
the hills at the head of the river.
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1106. Which portion of this scheme do you think ought to be proceeded with first? I should think what J. See, Esq.,
the Department proposes to do is the best, because the scour will come on the southern side. M.P.
1107. Which breakwater do you think is most needed, if it is decided to construct a breakwater? The
northern one would be the more important, because the southern side is fairly well sheltered from a^’ '
southerly winds.
1108 01 the proposed harbour works at the Nambucca, the Bellinger, and the Hastings, which work do 
you think in the public interest it would be best to proceed with first ? I think they are all important.
1 would not attempt to pick one in preference to the other. I think that a reasonable expenditure on all 
these rivers is justifiable.
1109. You think that on the whole of the North Coast rivers something ought to be done to give the
people better communication ? Ido. 1 reckon that a twelfth of the population of this Colony lives north •
of Newcastle. I reckon that over 100,000 people are living below the table-land from Port Stephens down 
to the Queensland border.
1110. Unless the State is prepared to build a railway right along the coast, you think that something 
ought to be done, without delay, to improve the entrances to all those rivers? I do. I think that if any 
other colony had these rivers it would only be too glad to improve them.
1111. Mr. Black.'] Speaking broadly, do you think that the upper portion of the eastern training-wall, 
the western training-wall, and the southern training-wall, if constructed, will improve the entrance?
I am sure they will.
1112. Do you think that those works would improve the entrance to an extent commensurate with the 
amount of the expenditure ? Yes.

^Pe'^a^rman‘~j Hem' does the freight to Port Macquarie compare with the freight to other rivers 
on the INorth Coast ? It is higher than the freight to the Clarence. It is about the same as the freight 
to the Manning. s

H it less than the freight to the Macleay ? Yes ; because there is a larger volume of trade from 
the Macleay. The more trade jou have the more cheaply you can carry it. The greater the number 
or people living in a district the more goods they produce ; and the more goods a steamship company 
has to carry the more cheaply it can carry them.
1115. How does the passenger fare compare? It is the same as the fare to the Mannin<r and the 
Macleay. D
1116.. Port Macquarie is not under greater disabilities than the Manning, the Bellinger, or the Macleay ?
I think there is a difference of 3d. a bag on the maize from the Hastings. The steamer does not go beyond 
mif ^own’ an.^ ^le maize grown on the Hastings and its tributaries has to be droghered to the port.
That makes it somewhat more expensive than the Manning, where a steamer can go up as far as Taree or 
"Wingham.
1117. What about the Macleay ? A steamer can go up the Macleay to Kempsey. •
1118. Does it always go to Kempsey ? Mostly. The big flood they had on the Macleay a few years a^o
dm a lot of damage to the river, but that has been gradually rectifled by dredging. D
1119. The freights are fairly uniform ? Yes, considering the extra expense for droghering.
1120. And the passenger fares the same ? Yes.
1121 Have the droghers been under any disability owing to the state of the river? We have a very much 
smaller drogher on the Hastings than we have on other rivers. We have to work the drogher with punts, 
because in some parts the channel is not too good. We have two or three punts carrying 300 bags, winch 
are left here and there as they arc wanted. There is a distance of 40 miles on the river to be droghered.
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The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings River.

Walter Shellshear, Divisional Engineer, Department of Railways, sworn, and examined:—
1122. Tice-Chairman.] What is your profession ? I am a civil engineer, and I am engaged in the W.
Railway Department. ShelUliear.
1123. Mr. Hoskins.] You have left the Harbours and Rivers Department for some time ? I was never
connected with that Department. 12 May, 1893.
1124. Did you not report on a proposal to construct some breakwaters on the Clarence River ? I read 
two or three papers some years ago to scientific societies on the subject of improvements, but that was all 
1 had to do with them.
1125. Have you ever been on the Hastings River ? No.
1126. Did you put before the Engineering Association some years ago a plan for the improvement of the 
river ? Yes ; I have a copy of that plan here.
1127. In what respect does it differ fronvthe Departmental plan ? What I proposed in mv paper was
simply to run a groin or training jetty from the north beach to near the end of the proposed north 
breakwater. It would start on the north beach at a point about midway between the green-tinted portion 
and the red-tinted portion, and it would run in a south-easterly direction to near the end of the proposed 
northern breakwater. L
1128. What advantage do you think would be gained by your suggestion as compared with the Depart
mental proposal? This would be a training jetty constructed at a comparatively low level. I did not 
propose to construct it above half-tidal mark. It could be constructed partly of timber, and partly of 
stone, and the object was to prevent the action of the north-east winds driving the sand across the
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W. entrance. I claimed that it would effectually trap the sand from the north, and the rocky ground on the 
Shellshear. gouth side is a natural breakwater. If you can stop the growth of sand irom the north spit, it you can 

prevent the action of the north-east wind on this sand, by blocking it up here, the current will be 
12 May, 1898. su^cjen^—with a little dredging, perhaps, to give it a start—to cause the water to flow along the south 

side, and go out into deep water. A peculiarity about all our coastal rivers is that it is only a very short 
distance from the shore before you get into deep water. If you can concentrate the action ofthe current 
for a comparatively short distance, there is no fear of a bar forming beyond you. The difficulty with 
most of the bar harbours in other places is that the sea is shallow for a considerable distance, and the 
bar goes out with the extension of your works. But in this particular case you have a depth of from 23 
to 33 feet, and if you go out a short distance you get a depth of 10 or 12 fathoms.
1129. Would not your training-jetty have a tendency to curtail the width of the entrance . INot at all;
not more than this proposal. p r or u
1130. Would it not have a tendency to prevent the water from deepening the river further up f It would
not have any effect on the river further up, because the action of that would simply be to cause the sand 
to form a beach along the northern side of the works until it extended into deep water, when the action 
of the current running along the coast would keep it clear. . . .
1131. The object of vour proposal is to improve the entrance to the river, and not to improve the naviga
tion of the river, or to deepen the channel in the river? If you succeed in getting over the bar the ques
tion of improving inside the river is a comparatively simple matter which may be done either by a little 
judicious dredging with a sand-pump, or by comparatively inexpensive works inside.
1132. But the officers of the Department, in evidence they gave on two or three matters, stated, and
other witnesses confirmed their statements, that the erection of training-wralis on the side of a river has a 
tendency to cause a scour which deepens the channel ? No doubt training works of that sort will cause a 
deepening of the river, but the question, I take it, with all these bar-bound rivers is that you have to tackle 
the bar first. If you succeed in removing the bar, which the outside works do, it is a very simple matter 
to improve the inside, either by judicious training-works or by dredging with a sand-pump or appliances 
of that description. t . .
1133. The masters of steamers going to some of our rivers have expressed the opinion that the diincuity 
of navigating the river for any distance above the bar is even worse than it is at the entrance That may 
be ; but the question is, if you can succeed by training-works to fix the entrance in one locality, and can 
concentrate a scour on that one point, you can ensure having deep water for ships to get in an out, 
which you have not at present. On all these rivers, as far as I have studied them, the channel vanes 
from day to day or from month to month. They are never certain of where they will have to steer to in 
entering the river.
1134. Witnesses have stated that the advantage of a training-wall on the banks has been not only to 
'cause a scour, but to create such a rush of water that it has kept the entrance clear ? The object of 
the training-jetty I proposed was to fix an entrance. As regards. the subsequent improvement of the 
upper part of the reach, I did not go into that matter at that particular time. If you succeed in fixing 
the entrance, the natural flow in and out, apart from any further improvements, must tend to improve 
the channel, but if you want more improvements than you get from the natural flow, jmu could add such 
training-works as you thought necessary afterwards. If you spend all your money inside, and do not 
tackle the bar, which is the shifting element, you do not improve the place where all the danger exists.
1135. Evidence has been given in respect of other rivers on the North Coast, that by erecting training-walls 
it creates a scour which deepens the channel in the river and gives a better entrance ? That may be. If 
you concentrate it from the inside you may get a better entrance.
1136. You have not been to the Hastings Eiver? No; but I have seen minute surveys and charts
of it. . . ,
1137. Your proposal is the result of our deliberations on the subject m consequence of having inspected
a map and perused the surveys which have been made ? Yes. I have been on the Eichmond and the 
Clarence, and studied these questions very closely on the ground. Of course, an analogy which exists 
between the Hastings and the Eichmond and Clarence--------
1138. We have had evidence from the departmental officers to the effect that there was very little analogy
comparatively speaking, between the waters of the Clarence, the waters of the Hastings and Nambucca, 
and the Bellinger ? The whole of the rivers on our coast are analogous and very similar, except that on 
some of them you have a larger volume of tidal water to deal with than you have on others. Of course, 
the larger the river, and the more the volume of tidal water you are dealing with, the easier it is to 
concentrate sufficiently to get a channel. _ _
1139. Do you not think that the construction of a training-wall outside, facing the ocean, will be more 
expensive than the construction of a training-wall inside the river ? It depends entirely^ on how you go 
about it. Where the proposed jetty was, it is only very shallow water. If you ran it out with light 
timber work, and protected it with moderate-sized stone, and did not bring your work up above half-tidal 
level, it would present very little surface to the waves to be destroyed. If you attempted to run the 
breakwater out there in the same way as they did at Newcastle, the work would be enormously expensive 
and altogether prohibitory.
.1140. You do not propose that the upper portion of the training-wall should be level with the surface of 
the ground adjacent? It would come up to about the height of half tide, but at flood time the water 
would be over it.
1141. Have you had any conversation with the Harbours and Eivers Branch about this proposal you 
made ? No ; it is years since I went into the matter to any extent. This paper, for instance, was written
in 1887. ’ , ,1142. I suppose you know the Department has made great improvements to the entrances to the northern
rivers, and to the channels of those rivers ? Yes ; the works which are being carried out from Sir John 
Goode’s plan at the Eichmond are identical with what I proposed before ever he came out here. _ _
1143. Mr. Trickett.l I presume you still think that your scheme would be an efficient one ? I believe it 
would be efficient, and if it were carried out as I suggested I think it could be done very economically.
1144. As you propose to have only one training-jetty, I suppose you consider that the south headland 

■ being a rocky foreshore is a natural breakwater ? Yes, it is as good as you could possibly wish for.
114A How long is four proposed training-jetty? It scales about 3,000 feet.
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1146. Have you made any estimate of the cost ? I made estimates at the time, but I could 
papers I estimated the cost on.
1147. Will you bo good enough to describe how vou proposed to form the training-jetty ? 
proposed would be to run out a timber jetty as rapidly as you could, then to pave the bottom with stones 
about the size of bricks so as to prevent the scouring action from washing the sand away, then to bring up 
the work with larger stone to half-tidal level so that the water would be awash at half tide.
1148. At high tide the jetty would be submerged? Yes; the object of keeping the jetty at half-tide 
level is that if you carry it higher it has to resist the full force of the waves, and very much heavier work 
than is proposed would require to be built.
1149. The wooden jetty which you would construct in the first instance would be capable of carrying a 
small tram for conveying the material to be shot in ? It would be constructed so as to carry the trucks 
for bringing the stone.
1150. And as you went out you would pitch the stone into the right and the left ? Yes ; to prevent the
piles from being washed away. .
1151. In course of time I suppose the wood-work would disappear, but that would not much matter ? 
The wood-work would disappear in a comparatively few years with the destructive insects we have, but, 
at the same time it would probably last long enough for the wrhole of the jetty to be consolidated by the 
action of the coral, oysters, shell-fish, and seaweed.
1152. You think the small stone you propose to use will be sufficiently strong to resist the waves ? If 
the structure is not brought above half-tidal level the shock of the waves will pass over it, and the smaller 
stone is used simply to prevent the action of the sand from bubbling up between the stones. It seals the 
sand below the level of the jetty.
1153. The temporary jetty for carrying, out the work would come considerably above high water?
Probably it would have to be taken 15 or 20 feet above high water-mark to keep it from the action of 
ordinary waves. '
T154. It is really a scaffolding for depositing the stone ? Yes.
1155. You propose to start your jetty from that sandspit—from just above the word “ wall ” in the line
“ eastern training-wall —ought it not to start further back ? The beach would follow it out until it got 
into deep water. ■ '
1156. Is that sand I refer to under or above water ? It starts from the sand that is above water.
1157. The sandspit on the north side of the entrance is above high water-mark, and you propose to start 
your jetty from high water-mark on that sandspit? Yes.
1158. So that you really make a start from solid ground ? Yes ; probably for the first few hundred feet 
I would keep the main works above the level of high water-mark, but as we extended the jetty and got 
out to where the action of the waves was likely to be troublesome we would lower it until it was cut off 
at half-tidal mark.
1159. Could you tell us of any work of this kind being carried out elsewhere ? Jetties very similar to 
that one were carried out at the mouth of the Danube. There is an essential difference between our 
northern rivers and the Danube, in that the Black Sea is not tidal; but the principle of construction is 
practically the same. In the case of the Danube it was run out with timber in the first place. The 
stone was deposited, and after, I think, fifteen or twenty years, when the mound had got thoroughly 
consolidated, they built a concrete top on the works.
11.60. Are the circumstances similar as regards the outside part? On account of the tide here the 
training-jetty at the Hastings would be rather more exposed than the proposed Black kSea works were ; 
.still they had to stand very heavy storms at the mouth of the Danube.
1161. Has that work been a success? A great success.
1162. As regards the ebb and flow of the tide, would not that appear to be rather a favourable feature in

-connection with this work ? 1 was speaking of the wall itself. "With the large amount of water which
flows in and out at every tide, it is a much easier case to deal with, as regards maintaining the channel, 

.than was the case of the Danube. .
1163. Is not the bottom at the entrance to the Danube a kind of mud rather than shifting sand. It is 
a muddy bottom there, mixed with sand. The material is very easily floated or disturbed; as it is very 
soft. It is not any more substantial than the sand we have here, if so good.
1164. Will you be good enough at your leisure to make an estimate of the cost of carrying out your 
training-jetty ? I have no doubt that it could be done for about £20 a foot—that is, £60,000 for 3,000 feet.
1165. Have you studied the question of dealing with river entrances in other countries? It was a hobby 
of mine, and at one time I took the trouble to collect information from all parts of the world as to what 
had been done in almost every river we have any record of.
1166. Did you find that in all progressive countries, in dealing with rivers similar to our coastal rivers,

. the tendenc3r was to improve the rivers, or to allow them to remain as they were ? America is the
country where most has been done of late years. Almost every one of the harbours they are improving 

. or attempting to improve is carried out with a system of mattrass, the same as was done on the 
Mississippi. On the Charleston, the Galveston, and other rivers where they have carried out harbour- 
works, they have used a layer of mattrass and a layer of stone, until they gradually brought the work up 

> to about half-tidal mark, and then perhaps they put a coping of heavy stones on top to secure it. As a 
rule their works have been attended with a considerable amount of success. At the Mississippi they 
were remarkably successful. There have been several cases around the English coast where they have 
formed harbours at the mouths of rivers to allow free navigation. The Tyne is a case where they had a 
very dangerous bar. That has been practically done away with, but they really have formed an outside 
harbour, into which the river falls. The Tee estuary is another case which they have dealt with success
fully. There are many other cases of the kind; A mouth of the Indus has been successfully dealt with 
by training-jetties. ■
1167. It would seem to be the policy of all progressive countries to improve their waterways, and the 
entrances to their rivers ? Certainly.
1168. You are not able* to say whether material is available on the Hastings for carrying out your 
suggestion ? I could not say what material is available, but from inquiries I made at the time I wrote

' my paper, I believe there is good stone in the neighbourhood which can be got from the south side. .
1169. Mr. Lee.~\ If a training-jetty were carried out as you propose to a distance of 3,000 feet, would it

' ' not
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W. not leave an immensely wide entrance for the outflow to scour ? Not necessarily ; it is all rock on the
Shellshear. 8011j;h side, so that you could not get any great depth on that side to increase the outflow. If the river

1 ' comes down from the north, it always tends to deepen on the outer side of the curve. It would scour it
12 May, 18tf8. jown to ^]10 roc],- on the south side, and sufficiently far to give you ample depth over the bar.

1170. Tour suggestion was that by carrying out that one jetty, the water would be sufficiently confined 
to set up a scour ? Tes ; on account of the peculiar contour of the ground where the river runs.
1171. But inasmuch as the river for several miles above Port Macquarie spreads over so large a flat,
would you not have an enormous amount of waste water which would never get the scour at all ?_ Tou
must understand that this proposal is to deal with the entrance. The more water you have to go in and 
out, the better chance you have to keep your entrance clear. It is only at the bar where you want your 
concentration. The probability is that if the training-jetty were carried out as shown there, it would get 
almost completely surrounded with sand on both sides, and the river would form a natural channel
inside it. .
1172. Sir John Goode was of opinion that the north and south breakwaters would be required. Ihe 
officers of the Department think that they can do away with the breakwaters, but state that they must 
have some means of confining the water so as to direct the current on to the bar. Tour plan differs 
altogether from this plan ? My plan is simply based on what has proved successful in all the cases I 
have been able to look up, and without that outside protection I do not know of a single case where you 
have had a permanent entrance. Por a long time you may get a good channel, and you may get heavy 
storms which will choke up the channel completely, until the action of the tide cuts it out again. If the 
outside work goes out into deep water then it cannot get choked up.
1173. If your contention is the correct one, then the Departmental proposal must be absolutely wrong,
because they propose to terminate at a point on the southern side—nearly 1,000 feet closer to the shore? 
What I maintain is that you have a training-wall there in the solid rock of the hill. I do not see why 
you want a training-wall there. .
1174. Their work will terminate in comparatively shallow water, but you propose to go out into deeper 
water ? The object is to force the bar out into deep w'ater.
1175. AVill the proposed south training-wrall be sufficient to set up a scour to keep that bar open ? My 
opinion is that it is very questionable. I question whether you will ever succeed in scouring the bar 
unless you have protection on the north side. Without the north breakwater, I do not see how you are 
going to have a permanent channel. Tou may bo able to maintain a channel at ordinary times. It may 
be good, perhaps, for months at a time, but if you get a heavy north-easterly gale the sandspit must 
come across and block it.
1176. Tou think that no matter what works are designed there, provision must be made for a northern 
training-wall of some sort ? In my opinion it is essential.
1177. Mr. Wright.\ Tou have looked at the plan, and understand the nature of the proposal of the 
Department ? Tes. The inside works are intended simply to regulate the channel inside the river.
1178. Do you believe, if the upper portion of the eastern training-wall, the western training-wall, and 
the southern training-wall are built, the channel along the southern training-wall will be kept fairly 
open? I consider it very doubtful without a northern breakwater groin or jetty.
1179. Tou think the primary condition of making a harbour there is to prevent the growth of the spit? 
Tes. If you do not trap the sand from the northern spit it must inevitably work its way across the 
entrance and trouble you after every storm from the north-east. Apart from the disturbing influence of 
the north-easters, there is no doubt that the w'orks proposed would improve the entrance in ordinary 
weather, but if it came to continuous north-east weather I am afraid that without the northern works 
you would not get the permanent channel you want.
1180. Tou think that there would be continuous interruptions to its permanency ? I am afraid so. 
1181-2. Mr. Roberts.'] Do you regard the deepening of the Hastings Eiver as only a secondary considera
tion? Tes.
1183. The difficulty which the Committee are askedjm deal with is how to secure a good channel at the 
entrance to the river ? Tes.
1184. The proposed works at the Hastings Eiver were described by a witness yesterday as a miniature
Clarence Eiver ;—does your recollection of the Clarence Eiver warrant you in corroborating that state, 
ment ? The two rivers are alike in this respect—that the Clarence has splendid protection on the south 
from Tamba Head, but the bar ofthe Clarence has been caused by the action of north-easters ou the 
northern beach. If works had been carried out on the Clarence on lines similar to those w'hich had been 
suggested for the Hastings, I believe it might have taken the “Eoyal Arthur” through the entrance by 
this time. _
1185. The entrances are very similar to one another? The contours are very similar. They both have 
splendid protection from the south by a natural headland and a rocky bottom, and the bar in each case 
is caused by the action of north-easters on the northern sand beach.
1186. Have you been to the Clarence since the training-w'alls were made? No; it is about fourteen
years since 1 was there. _
1187. Are you aware of the great improvement which has taken place there since the training-walls were
made ? There has been considerable improvement there, but I believe it has cost a considerable sum to 
get it. ....
1188. Where they had 14 feet of water they have 24 feet now? Tes ; but the Clarence in its original 
state, I considered, the easiest river of the lot to deal with, because you had such an enormous volume of 
water to effect your scour.
1189. Would you have dealt with the Clarence in the same way as you propose to deal with the Hastings ? 
The first thing to be done at the Clarence was to shut out the action of the north-east winds on the north 
spit.
1190. Will not the proposed works shown on this plan, if they are all carried out, effectually deal \rith the 
trouble you speak of? If the northern breakwater as shown there is carried out, it should effectually 
deal with the trouble, and secure a permanent entrance no doubt, but the works on the south-side, I am 
afraid, without a norther breakwater, will never secure a really permanent entrance. <

•1191. Do you regard the south breakwater as being necessary ? If I had to carry out the work, I should 
certainly try the effect of the northern one before 1 spent a penny on the southern one.
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1192. If the south breakwater were omitted the scour would not be so great ? You have a rocky bottom 
there. It all depends on how far you can contract the entrance what scour you get.
1193. Would you continue the eastern training-wall down according to your plan ? Not to start with. 
I should do the northern work, and see what effect it had on the bar before spending money on other 
works.
1191. You -would approve of,.I presume, of the -western training-wall being constructed ? That is going 
into the question of improving the upper reaches of the river. '
1195. The object of these works is, to create a scour on the bar? The training-jetty I suggest would 
concentrate the whole action on the bar itself, and the -way the river bends will be quite sufficient to cause 
it to deepen the channel on the outside of each bend without other assistance.
1196. Are we to understand that the only work you deem necessary would be a north training-jetty, at a 
cost of £60,000, to keep out the north-east winds ? That would be in the first instance. I believe if it 
were made it would secure a permanent entrance to the port.
1197. There would be no necessity you think for building the western, eastern, and southern training- 
walls ? I presume these training-walls are intended to improve the navigation above the town. The 
■work I propose is, I believe, sufficient to secure an entrance; but the improvement of the river above the 
town is another matter.

W.
Shellsliear.

12 May, 1898.

1198. All the produce is brought down the river to the ocean-going steamer at the wharf at the foot of 
Horton-street, and the object of the training-walls is to create a scour on the bar ? I consider that the 
proposed northern training walls would be sufficient to secure a permanent channel over the bar, and to 
give the necessary depth of water at the wharf for the steamers.
1199. In your plan you would not consider the south breakwater necessary ? I consider the south side 
is well protected by nature.
1200. According to your plan, would not the sand find its way through the piles, and form a bar very 
soon ? A certain amount of sand would be washed over these half-tidal works during a storm, but then, 
w'hen the channel concentrated, like it would be with the training walls, it would never accumulate, 
because the first ebb tide would shoot it right out into deep water. After the tide had gone down to 
half-tidal level, the whole of the last half of the tide must go out through the contracted entrance.
1201. In the case of the Danube, would the winds which the training-jetty had to resist be the same as in 
this case ? There are very heavy seas in the Danube. I do not know that they -would be as heavy as the 
seas we get on our coast at times. Port Macquarie is ivell protected from our worst winds. It is only 
with an easterly wind that the Hastings gets a heavy sea. We very seldom have heavy north-easterly 
weather.
1202. Mr. Blade.'] Your proposal, you say, will have a tendency to remove the existing bar ;—do you not 
think that it might have a tendency to form a bar inside the channel—^at about where the “Ballina” wreck 
is ? INo ; it would not have a tendency to form a bar there, because of the direction in which the water 
turns in the last bend of the river. But even if it did, a very small training wall would be sufficient to 
remove a bar formed inside when you have the protection of the outer -works.
1203. It appears to me the tendency wmuld be to scour along the training-jetty, form a deep channel there, 
and fill up in the middle ? The tendency of a bend in the river is always to deepen the channel.
1204. You think the tendency of your scheme would be to form an inside entrance, and large open space, 
mostly flat, some of it at low water exposed, and one deep channel ? The deep channel would be along 
the south side.
1205. You think it w'ould not be preferable to have a narrower channel with deep water ? The channel 
w'ould probably be wide enough for all practical purposes. The distance from the wdiarf to where my 
training-jetty would start would be 5,000 or 6,000 feet. You would not want a channel of that width.
1206. How wide do you think your channel would be? Probably it would be several hundred feet wide. 
I could not say definitely how wide it would be.
1207. Would not your breakwater be exposed to the full force of easterly and north-easterly gales? It 
would be exposed to north-easterly and easterly gales. It is not a breakwater in the strict sense of the 
term ; it is a training-jetty, and as it does not come above half tidal level, the waves would simply break 
over it.
1208. I do not quite understand your reason for preferring that to what I may call an inside breakwater—
that is one in the channel of the river ? The object of my training-jetty is to prevent the growth of the 
north sandspit. With the north-east winds that spit always tends to close the entrance, and by cutting 
off that action, by the artificial works, you concentrate the scour of the river over one defined channel, 
coming out on the bar. The probabilities are that the sand would follow your works out almost as fast 
as you put them down, and it would only be at the extreme end where they would be exposed to the 
action of the sea. '
1209. Do you not think that the northern breakwater, as shown on the large mapj here, would have a 
similar effect ? It would have very much the same.
1210. But it would cost more than yours ? I have not seen the details. If it is a breakwater it would 
cost more than a training jetty, because it would have to be constructed so as to resist the whole force of 
the sea.
1211. If the sea made breaches in your proposed jetty it would neutralise the effect ? It would be the
same if it made breaches anywhere. ■
1212. Would it not be deeper water than shown on the plan by the Department? It runs there to 
about the same depth.
1213. Vice-Chairman.] Are you aware that it has been found quite unnecessary to construct the proposed 
north breakwater on the Clarence ? There is a very large sweep there, and they have constructed an 
enormous breakwater on the south side, which is practically overlapping the spit.
1214. Tou are aware that it is found unnecessary to build the northern breakwater? I believe it is 
unnecessary to do it now.
1215. And the opinion of Mr. Darley is that it will be unnecessary, that there is sufficient water on the 
bar, and that the bar is likely to remain 'sufficiently good for all purposes for very many years to come ? 
I know that there is a considerable increase in the depth of water on the bar of the*Clarence. With 
the works which have been carried out there, and the large amount of tidal water vou have to deal with, 
the probabilities are that you may have a moderate depth of water over that bar at "any time.

1216.
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W. 1216. Do you not think it probable that similar results will be obtained on the Hastings Hirer without
Shellshear. constructing the northern breakwater ? I do not think so. At the time I wrote this paper all that 
■.appeared to me to be necessary was to build a ietty on the north side to prevent the growth of the north 

J sandspit iorramg a bar.
1217. In the light of the experience gained in carrying out the works on the Clarence, would it be 
necessary to construct the north breakwater all ? I think unless it is constructed to scour the entrance 
it will cost far more money by working round in a continual process of training-walls, as there are at the 
Clarence.
1218. Do you hold the opinion that it would be more economical to construct the north breakwater than 
to carry out the other wmrks ? If in the first instance the north breakwater had been constructed on the 
Clarence I believe you w'ould have had a very deep permanent channel at very much less cost.
1219. Although the works w'hich have been carried out on the Clarence have been successful, yet you 
think that an equally good result could have been obtained by the construction of the north breakwater 
at less cost? 1 believe that a better result would have been obtained by constructing the north break
water at less cost.

SATI/ED AT, 11 JUNE, 1898.
\_The Committee met at Wauchopc, at 2p.?«.]

JJrcsini:— -
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq. George Black, Esq.

Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Eiver.

Duncan Bain, farmer, Wauchope, sworn, and examined :—
D. Bain. 1220. Chairman.'] Where do you reside P About half a mile up the river from here. I desire to inform

/----'1'—the Committee that I have resided in the district for the past thirty years. I have a lull knowledge of
11 June, 1898. resources, and the advantages that w'ould result from better means of communication. My statement 

may be regarded as a fair one from a local stand-point; other leading men, were they here,.would be 
prepared to corroborate it. The present products of the Wauchope district are timber, maize, pigs, fowls, 
eggs, and incidental farm products. The butter industry has recently taken forward strides in the 
district. I look to it to produce great developments, and to bring into use a quantity of land not 
sufficiently good to be used for the cultivation of crops, but which will do wmll to run cattle upon. I am 
not in a position to say exactly what the present output of the district is with regard to any ot the afore
mentioned commodities. That information can be obtained more correctly from the various agents at 
Port Macquarie. I regard the river as being, perhaps, the cheaper way for our goods to get to market, 
and, therefore, believe that it is essential to have not only the wmrk at the bar carried out as proposed, 
but also to have the flats that preclude a ready access to the town of Wauchope removed. With regard 
to the engineering aspect of the question, that must be left to the engineers themselves. My expression 
of opinion is merely in regard to the necessity for the w'orks to be done. The reason, as the Committee 
will see. is that any block or bar to navigation means increased freights and inferior boats, and loss of 
time. With regard to the proposed railway, although the river probably will remain the cheapest means 
of approaching this part of the Colony, still, I feel sure that the railway would develop a. large area of 
back country at present lying unproductive, and there would be incidental trade and travelling, the means 
for which the people now have not at their command. Perishable goods also, arid anything requiring 
rapid or safe transit would probably use the railway, even if it cost more, but the bulk of our produce, 
such as timber and maize, would probably always find its way to market by the cheapest route, w'hich 
would be by steamer. The Hastings Eiver may be roughly described as follow’s: A considerable portion 
of the river and its tributaries consists of flats, varying in width from a quarter to 1 mile. There are also 
very fine islands, which are unexcelled for agricultural purposes. Some of the hardwood ridges, which, 
in almost every instance, back up the alluvial flats, come right to the banks of the river; but for. long 
distances up the tributaries, good alluvial flats are to be found, and satisfactory agricultural occupation is 
possible. There is also some swamp land, but I am not in a position to say the exact extent of it. 
Beyond Wauchope the Committee-will see the country becomes divided into various watersheds. On all 
of the other creeks, for a distance, perhaps, as far as JO miles, alluvial flats are to be found, and satis
factory occupation is possible, but the further you get up the river the more abrupt the country probably 
becomes, and the smaller, of course, the flats.

MONDAY. 13 JUNE, 1898.
\_The Committee met at the CourtJwuse, Port Macquarie, at 10 a.m.]

present:—
THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. I Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq. | George Black, Esq.

Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Eiver.

John Baird, pilot, Port Macquarie, sw'orn, and examined:—
J. Baird. 1221. Chairman.] How long have you been a resident here ? Since 1891. . .

t - a —' 1222. What depth of water have you up the river to Wauchope ? About 4 ft. G in. at low-water m the 
13 June, 1898. ghoalest part. -

1223. How extensive are those flats ? 1 should think about 1,000 feet. ^ __
1224. What is the first flat coming down from Wauchope ? Audrew'’s Falls. 1225.
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1225. "What is the width ? The flats extend about 1 mile.
122G. "With about how much water on them ? They having been cut out by the dredge, the lowest water 
now is about 6 feet at low tide.
1227. But that mile has already been dredged ? Yes.
1228. Is it filling again ? Not since it was cut out eighteen months or two years ago.
1229. Did it fill up before then ? Yes.
1230. Is it probable that that part of the river will have a tendency to silt up? Yes; in time of flood.
1231. That class of work beyond the mouth of the Maria would probably silt up ? Yes.
1232. What is the next place coming down ? Ennis Balls.
1233. "What is the width of those ? About 400 feet.
1234. Is the dredge at present working there ? No. They have been cut out.
1235. What depth of water there ? About G feet. It shoaled w;hen it was done first, and it has been 
done a second time, and now we have G feet. •
1236. "What is the third obstruction ? Where the dredge is now working—at Glen Ewan.
1237. What is the extent of the flat there ? That is the one I mentioned first—about 1,000 feet.
1238. How deep is the dredge cutting the channel ? Ten feet at low-water.
1239. She will be through probably in a short time ? About the end of the present year.
1240. Erom there, how7 far does the water extend deep ? Bight down to the crossing.
1241. How far above Wauchope can a boat go ? About 2-j miles. 7
1242. Must that be permanently the head of deep wrater ? Yes. -
1243. You can get no further? No.
1244. Why ? The river is completely blocked up there.
1245. So completely that we may regard Wauchope as the head of navigation ? Yes.
1246. Taking the river up to Wauchope, will you describe such tributaries as might possibly permit a boat 
draw7ing 6 feet of water to enter ? There is what we call Salt Water Creek. The entrance to that is 
below Bawdon Island, and the water goes right round Bawdon Island, but only a drogher can get round it.
1247. Any other place? Not worth considering.
1248. Now take the Maria—the northern branch of the river—how far is that navigable ? I have been 
about 28 miles up the Maria from the Heads, and about 6 miles up Piper’s Creek, a branch of the Maria, 
with vessels drawing 8 feet.

J. Baird.

13 June,1898.

1249. That brings you within 10 or 12 miles of Kempsey on the Macleay ? Yes ; but I believe the Maria 
extends farther up. However, I have never been higher up than Piper’s Creek.
1250. The Committee, for practical purposes, can regard the Maria as having 30 miles of good water ? 
Yes ; and Piper’s Creek 6 miles.
1251. Any other tributaries of any importance where a vessel could go ? No ; the Wilson extends above 
the mouth of the Maria. We call it the Wilson from the entrance, to Ballengarra Wharf, but itis 
charted Maria Biver. The Wilson extends about 3 miles from the Maria Eiver up to Bullengarra.
1252. Now, taking the question of the crossing of the bar ;—will you describe the difficulties of the crossing 
first and leave the bar alone for the present; what depth of water is there on the crossing usually ? It 
comes and goes a great deal.
1253. Give us a high and a low tide ? I have seen it when you could not get over it at high tide if you 
were drawing 6 feet.
1254. Was that for any length of time ? Yes ; for some months.
1255. How long ago ? About four years.
1256. And during the last four years? With the exception of one vessel we have been able to get them
all over at high-water, drawing 7 feet and 7 ft. 6 in. • '
1257. During the last four years there has been 7 feet and 7 ft. 6 in. over the crossing at high-water ? Yes.
1258. What is the rise and fall of the tide ? One foot 9 inches at dead low neap, and 5 feet springs.
1259. Therefore, for the last four years, a vessel drawing 7 ft. 6 in. could get from the Government wharf 
over the crossing ? Yes.
1260. What depth at low tide ? About 4 feet at the worst time.
1261. What reason have you heard given for the special obstruction of the crossing about four years ago ? 
I can give no reason; but we have seen thousands of tons of sand shift at one tide on the crossing.
1262. Taking into consideration the class of boat necessary to do the trade of the district, the people,
therefore, are not suffering under any serious disability once a vessel is over the crossing—the disability 
is not up the river ? Yes ; and the bar has been the tnost difficult. -
1263. In your opinion, if a vessel could get comfortably to the Government wharf, is it reasonable to 
suppose that there would be no special obstruction at the crossing ? I do not suppose there would be, for 
the class of vessel that is trading here at the present time, and has been trading here. You get nothing 
less than 10 feet of water for 10 miles up the river after you get over the crossing.
1264. Will you enumerate the boats trading here? The steamer “Bosedale,” 164. tons, and 8 feet draught, 
loaded.

They drogher all the cargo down to the Company’s wharf.No.

About five or six a month. 
There are ten trading here.

1265. She does not proceed up the river ?
1266. Still she could go up ? Yes.
1267. As far as the timber mills ? Yes.
1268. Any other steamers ? No.
1269. How many trips does she make a week ?
1270. Now, the sailing vessels that come here ?
1271. Do they take timber only ? Yes.
1272. The “ Bosedale” does the whole of the ordinary trade of the district ? Yes.
1273. Give us one or two of the names of the timber vessels, and about their draught ? The “ Jubilee,” 
the deepest, draws about 8 ft. 3 in., when she is loaded.
1274. Still she gets over the crossing? She has got over, with the exception of one trip, since she has 
been running here, for about twelve months. She was stuck about three days on the crossing.
1275. The other vessels all pass over ? Yes.
1276. Such vessels as the “ Candidate,” which we saw at Wauchope ? Yes.
1277. Taking the experience of the last four years, when you had no trouble at the crossing, has it been 
a frequent occurrence that vessels could not get over the bar ? Yes, very frequent lately.
1278. The bar is bad ? Yes. 1279.
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J.-Baird. 1279.
^ 128o!

13 June, 1898. 2281
1282^
1283.
1284.

What is the dejith of water on the bar ? About 7 feet.
That is all you can depend on now ? Yes, taking the tides one with another.
The important thing in your opinion is the bar ? Yes.
You have had an opportunity of seeing these plans ? Yes.
You see the wall that has been commenced ? Yes.
Will an extension of that give the deep water necessary ? Yes, if it were extended far enough to 

the east we would have a bar good enough for anything.
1285. When that wall shall have been taken out ibo opposite the gaol, and shall have done its work there, 
you think it may have given }'ou a deep enough bar, and if not it should be extended ? Yes.
1280. If that were done, you think the port vvould do well enough? Yes.
1287. You have had an opportunity of seeing the plans of the proposed inside training-walls? Yes.
1288. Supposing that the western training-wall were erected, and no eastern wall, what would the effect 
ot that be on the northern spit? My opinion is that if that were erected, in flood time the tvhole of the 
northern spit would go away.
1289. In your opinion, if the western training-wall be erected, the eastern one must also be erected ? xes.
1290. Are we justified in be,ieviug these to be your views;—extend the training-wall at present being 
erected as tar east as would be necessary to remove the bar into deep water? Yes.
1291. Whether that point wrould be where it is proposed to terminate it or a considerable distance to the 
east is to be decided, as it is being erected ? That is my idea. To do that first, before you do any other 
work, inside or anywhere else.
1292. In your opinion, will that southern training-wall have the effect of putting the bar into deep water ? 
les ; I believe it will have that effect.
1293. You may as well explain why ? As the wall goes out, I believe that the tide will lean against it, 
and go straight out. We can see the effect at the head of the wall now. *
1291. The water comes in such a direction from up the river, that it is thrown on the wall, and once being 
thrown on to it, it runs along it ? Yes. ' •

^•°U J,e^eve a wall 4 feet high, as it is at present, is sufficient to withstand the seas experienced 
a little farther eastward ? No ; I do not.
I on-? 4re. tbere heavy seas there ? If it deepens the channel, there will be heavy seas there. '
1-97. And your suggestion to the Committee would be to raise it gradually on an easy grade until at last 
you get a height of how much ? Ten feet. . »

44 P0*11^ w°uld the 10 feet be—opposite the point where it is proposed to terminate ? No.
12J9. lar in from that ? Outside of that—farther east.
1300. Will 4 feet be high enough to the point where it is proposed to terminate ? Yes ; but it will want 
a bigger percentage of large stone there than is now being put in.
1301. Would you raise that wall before you come to the point where it is proposed to terminate ? There 
is never a great deal of sea there, unless in a gale of wind.
1302. What would be the effect of a gale of wind on a 4-foot wail at that point? If the blocks were 
large enough, it would not have much eftect there, because the sea is broken up a great deal before it 
leaches the point where it is proposed to terminate ; but the wall might require to be a little higher than 4 feet there.
13u3. If it were to terminate there, and end would be reouired. there ? Yes.
1304. Do you think that the two inner walls may be dispensed with and the work concentrated on the 
southern training-wall for the time being? Yes; in my opinion, since the main difficulty at Port 
Macquarie is the bar itself, and seeing that the crossing has not been a serious difficulty for the last four 
years, were I consulted I should suggest that the work be concentrated on the southern training-wall, 
which should be extended a sufficient distance to give a scour over the bar—strengthened at the end if 
necessary, and extended if necessary. The inner training-walls I would dispense with for the present 
until 1 saw the effect of the work at present under construction.
130o. Mi. WrightWhat effect would a north-east gale have on the bar, supposing the southern training- 
wall be constructed ? None whatever.
1306 No danger of sand drifting into the mouth of the river ? No ; the north-east gales affect the bar 
xerv i e. Ihere is very little sea on the bar with a north-east gale. The heavy seas that we have are 
with south-east gales.
1307. You are protected from the south by a headland now ? Yes. My experience is that in dry seasons 
the bar conies m, and that with a flood it goes half a mile further out.
i oon’ ^ tide along the shore ? There is very little set at all in these bays.
7Qig 4fldout5'jd1e ^ W]th the exception of a month or two in the year, it is a southerly set.
a. . i air man. \ Between the mainland and where the southern training-wall is being erected, the sand
seems to deposit and follow the wall out ? Yes. '
1311. In your opinion, will it follow it right out ? Yes.
u3.12! yh.®re does that saild come from ? It comes in with the flood tide. The ebb tide has no effect on 
it to take it away again.
1313. Mr. Black.~\ What effect has an easterly gale on the bar ? 
has the effect of shoaling it up. "
1314. 
gales
1315. 
1310 
1317.

What kind of weather are the easterlies accompanied by ?
If it continues for a few days it usually 

We have generally floods with easterly
Then you have a scour after a piling up ? Yes. •
So one effect counteracts the other ? Yes. ’ '

rioo ■ ^r' If. I^ei'e afy danger of that sand-drift now forming behind the training-wall gradually
P slEo °7er.:l’ and filhug up the channel inside? I do not think so. I do not think that there will ever be enough ot it to get over to the inside.
1318. Mi . Black.'j As you seem to think that what is necessary is to concentrate the scour on the bar,

r nk “’S11* be advisable to construct a northern breakwater (say) from the end of the sand- 
spit out as far as that wave trap—to a line opposite that wave-trap which is "shown on the end ofthe
somewWrai T4S‘WrU ? ^ .J do ^ un!ess you were to start it well up towards the scrub
somewhere Then I suppose it would be all right, and would make a good job of it.
1319. Could not a northern breakwater be built without a training-wall ? I suppose it could be built
irom a starting-point anywhere. 1320
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1320. What is your reason for thinking that a northern breakwater would have to he accompanied by an J.’Baird,
eastern training-wall ? So that the river would not break out behind the starting-point. A—-\
1321. Tou think that the river might be diverted by the end of the breakwater, and cut throuob the June> 1898.
sandspit there ? Tes ; that is my only reason. °
1322. But is not the set of the river to the south rather than to the north or east, coming round the bend ? 
xes ; but we might have the breakwater, and yet the sand might work away from behind it, with an ebb 
tide coming down, and the river would very likely break through there.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE----HARBOUR WORKS AT HASTINGS RIVER. 49

I have been D. Callagh:
Daniel Callaghan, master mariner, Port Macquarie, sworn, and examined :_

].323. Mr. Fegan.'] How long have you been trading here—going in and out of the port ^ 
residing here about thirteen months.
previous0lyar’ ab'°Ut tWelV6 m0nths you W been trading in and out here? I have been trading here 13 June, 1898.

1325. What is the whole time you have been trading here? About two years.
1326. So you are pretty wmll acquainted with the bar and the crossing ? “ Tes.
1327. How far have you been up the river ? As far as the boat could get—to Morton’s Creek.
1328. How_many miles above Wauchope? Between 4 and 5 miles above Wauchope. '
1329. At high water, what is the greatest depth of water you have on the bar? Since I have been here
1 have got 10 feet. 5
V QQ?' WU <the !rest at high Water ? 5 £t- 3 in- has been lhe lowest 1 have got since I have been here.
1331. What is the name of your vessel ? The “ Undaunted.”
t'ooo' 4nd 'ts tonnage and draught ? Draught 6 ft. 6 in., and I think she is about 35 tons register.
1333 lou very often go over the bar ? Tes ; I have gone over it more frequently than anybody else in tlie place. "
1334. And do you find at any time that your boat cannot go over ? Tes.
1335. Tou are acquainted with the work being carried out at the present time ? Tes
1336. Have you formed any definite opinion as to the necessity for carrying out that work or otherwise ?
1 es ; my opinion is that it is doing good. It has opened the crossing out since the training-wall has been 
started. We cam get 10 feet ot water on the crossing now, and previous to that we could not sometimes g©t over it at ail.
1337. So the farther it extends towards the bar the more good it will do ? Tes.
1338. And clear the crossing out at the same time ? Tes.
Dm Do you think it is necessary to carry out all the work you see on the plan—that is, the construction 

and the eastern training-walls ? Tes ; I think it is necessary to carry them out
works be cwrieVout011 ? T° CanT ^ ^ d°Wn' T°U wiU haVe a g0od crossing and a g°od bar if those

1341. Tou say that by constructing the southern training-wall, and carrying it out to that point, you
believe it will make a good bar and a good crossing ? Yes. r J
1342. Then where is the necessity for the western and the eastern training-walls ? Tou want to enclose 
the water. It you carry out the western and eastern training-walls you will take the water across to the north beach.
J3;*3- ®ut ^ you do “Ot construct either of them what will happen ? Go on as usual, then.
1344. You have good water above the crossing with the exception of one or two places ? We have good
water from the crossing until we get up to Glen Ewan. 6
1345. That is your first obstacle ? Tes.
1346. The next? Ennis Cutting.
i o^c' vUt objection at the present time is the low water on the bar ? Tes.
1348. Tou believe that if the southern training-wall be carried out to the point that is marked on the 
plan, or a little further, that will give you a very good crossing and bar ? Tes.

^L0t co]lst?'uc1ti"S those other walls will not make the river any worse, will it r No : it will not 
idol), lhe principal obstructions, then, really are the bar and the crossing? Tes.
13ol. What reason have we to suppose that by the construction of those two walls at present the 
district will be benefited very much ;-do you not think that it would be better to continue the southern 
training-wall, and wait to see the results that may accrue from its construction ? That is a matter I cannot go into. " •
1352 Before going into a large expenditure of money would it not be better to wait and see what 
results you get trom the construction of that wall? . I do not think so ; I think it would be better to go 
on with the other walls also. b
1353. For the reason that, you say, they will be the means of bringing the tide down with greater force and scouring the bar ? Yes. & ^
rivet’ And alS° SC0Uring the river? Tes- TheJ wil1 nofc mate any difference to the upper part of the

lor?.' o116,’?’ Where is tbe necessit.V for taking the training-wall so far ? Just to deepen the bar 
13ofa. So the construction of the southern training-wall will not have very much effect unless the western 
and eastern walls also be constructed ? No. -
1357. Have you any other information you can impart to the Committee ? I think that the flats up the- 
river are m a very bad state. 1
1358 _In what respect? Ballengarra, for instance, we cannot get over except on the top of high water.
It isTulI ox logs, and we have to go full speed ahead and run over them.
It359' ?0Ui j tVe a dredi:e ? It is at Glen Ewan ; hut the dredge is no good for the lo«s I think 
there should he a snagging party up the river, too, to shift the logs. I lost one propeller at Ballen-arra 
I860 And you do not want to lose another ? No; I do not. At Morton’s Creek the river is in a very 
bad state from logs. You have to get over the best way you can.
1361. I suppose the chief produce taken down by sailing vessels is timber ? Tes

mu eS(!Ir>IC£l Pl'oduce come do'vn from there ? Tes ; I believe a lot comes down.
an f th E°S3dae does not g° any farmer than the Port Macquarie wharf? No ; she cannot go any ar er. gg_G

1364.
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D. Callaghan. 1364. She draws only 7 ft. 6 in. P Tes. .
^ 1365. You have 10 feet of water ? On the crossing. .

13 June, 1898. 1300, And. also up the river ? Some portions of it, but it is a big tide at Glen Ewan if we get 7 ft. 6 in.
1367. Do you think that the cuttings made by the dredge in the river will last ? I think that when it is
a direct cutting it will last, but if it is a roundabout cutting it will not. The present cutting takes the 
run of the tide, but they could not get the tide where the old cuttings were. _
1368. Mr. O'Connor.] To where have you been trading vessels from here ? I have been going to sea since 
I was 9 years of age.
1369. Where ? The Eichmond, the Clarence, and the Tweed.
1370. There are other rivers that have similar difficulties ? Yes.
1371. And you have had experience of them P Yes.
1372. Mr. Wright.~\ You tow most of the sailing vessels in and out of Port Macquarie ? Yes. _
1373. What water does the largest sailing vessel that comes here draw? Eight feet six inches that is, 
the “ Jubilee.” Sometimes she loads up to that, and that is her draught if she takes a full load. .
1374. What does she generally load up to ? According to the tides. At spring tide they leave it to me, 
and I sometimes say 7 ft. 6 in.
1375. You, being the best iudge of the water on the bar, tell them the depth they can load up to ? Yes.
1376. Has there been much detention of that vessel since you have been here? She has been detained 
on two occasions.
1377. For any length of time ? On one occasion for eight days.
1378. That would mean a serious loss to the owners of the vessel ? Yes. _
1379. Have there been any other cases of long detention to your knowledge ? A lot have been detained 
here owing to a heavy sea and the state of the bar.
1380. Do you think that the detention of vessels that has taken place here has been detrimental to the 
interests of the port ? Yes, very much so.

Has the steamer ever been detained? Yes; several times.
Owing to shallow -water on the bar ? Yes. _ _ _
Therefore, to give the district a proper outlet, and trade a fair chance, it is absolutely necessary that 
work should be done to improve the entrance ? Yes.
Do you think that £40,000 or £50,000 spent on the port would be too much to give it a good 

entrance ? Ho ; I do not think it would. ,
1385. Do you think the country would be justified in spending £46,000 to give Port Macquarie and the 
Hastings Eiver a really good entrance ? Yes ; I do.

1381.
1382.
1383. 
some
1384.

And you say that is advisable, from your knowledge as a seaman ? Yes.
There is a good deal of trade done in the port? Yes.
A large timber trade ? Yes ; and also in other things.
The timber-mills employ a number of hands, and they deal with the stores ? Yes.
Does the steamer “ Eosedale” always get as much as she can carry in a good season ?

1386.
1387.
1388.
1389.
1390.
sometimes more than she can take.

Yes; and

William Andrew Spence, Mayor of Port Macquarie, sworn, and examined:—
W. A. 1391. Chairman^ How long have you been a resident here ? I have been here all my life. I was 
Spence. born here. •

/----1392. Mr. O'Connor.You know the proposal before the Committee ? Yes.
13 June, 1898. Would you kindly tell the Committee whether you think that that work is or is not necessary ? So

far as I can judge, I think that the work is both necessary and will be of very great benefit to the harbour. 
In connection with the southern training-wall, I base my opinion upon this : I can remember the time 
when the beach was formed right out to where the present beacon is, and to where the present training- 
wall is running. The channel was always narrower then, and the water on the bar never less than 18 feet or 
15 feet. If the sand clears off the rocks and leaves them bare it must accumulate somewhere else, and it 
is accumulating at the back of the present training-wall. There was a large sand-bank on the north side, 
and the channel, when narrow, kept the water in a small space, and the channel was kept clear.
1394. You know the extent to which it is proposed to carry out the southern training-wall ? Yes.
1395. You strongly approve of that ? Yes, I do. I have approved of it ever since the_ wall has been
commenced, and the farther it is going out the better the bar is getting. _ _ _
1396. What is your opinion in regard to the necessity for a northern wall? I think it is necessary for
the purpose of confining the -water and keeping it in as narrow' a space as possible, for the narrower the 
place the greater the force of tide, and the more the scour. _
1397. That would produce the scour anticipated by the engineers who designed the work ? Yes, I think so.
1398. Have you any idea of the trade done in this port ? Yes, I have. The exports average 35,000 bags 
of maize per annum, 3,500 pigs, 1,300 cases of eggs, 500 coops of poultry, 20,000 feet of cedar (I may 
mention that this quantity of cedar goes only by steam-boat, and that a considerable quantitj' also goes by 
sailing vessel), 1,600 hides, and at the present time an average of 1,500 boxes of butter ; 1,000 gallons of

' wine, 200 bundles of marsupial’s skins ; and there is a large quantity also of bones, horns, and sheepskins 
and about 1,000 packages of sundries.
1399. What are the imports ? About 2,500 tons per annum by the steamer.
1400. And that does not cover the whole lot? No ; the other is brought by sailing vessels. _ _
1401. What is the population ? A few over 1,000 in the municipality. Financially the municipality is 
all right; we have about £70 to our credit in the banks, and have not yet received the 2s. 6d. subsidy.
1402. You said, 1,000 gallons of wine—is that a growing industry here ? Yes.
1403. Does it promise to expand ? This vineyard has been in existence for a number of years. They
manufacture a considerable quantity more than that, and a great deal more goes perhaps in other ways 
than we take by the steamer. This one vineyard alone, I think, makes about 4,000 gallons a year.
1404. I suppose it is distributed in the district ? Yes ; and some of it goes by vessels.
1405. The dairy industry is expanding ? Yes ; I think that the export of butter will more than double
during the next year.
1406. The possibilities of the dairy industry are very great ? Yes.

. 1407. What size are the boxes of butter ? 56 lb. each. 1408.
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1408. Mr. Wright.'] What is the capacity of the district for increased settlement and cultivation ? It is A
very hard to say. The main portion of the good agricultural land has already been taken up, but the Spence. 
higher up you go—that is, about Tarras andEllenborough—about 50 miles from here it will be a splendid pg jUq igog 
country lor fruit growing—in fact, I do not think there is a better place in Australia'for fruit growing. une’ '
1409. But all the river flats are alienated ? Tes.
1410. Are they capable of carrying a larger population than they do at the present time ? Yes—more
than double. ' '
1411. The land is not cultivated to anything like its full extent ? To.
1412. Then the district, even with its present alienated and cultivated land, would sustain double its 
present population? Tes, fullv.
1418. On the Wilson Ri ver and its tributaries, is there much agricultural land ? Tes ; on the Wilson 
River and on Rolland’s Plains there is plenty of good agricultural land.
1414. Is it utilised to its full extent ? No, it is not; it is not half used as it should be.
1415. So you think that, with improved means of communication, you would very likely get increased 
population, and consequently largely increased output? Very much larger, I think. Since the butter 
industry was started here, hundreds of acres of land that were going to waste in some parts of the 
district are now being put under grass and cultivated to produce food for the cattle.
1416. Do you see much prospect of the dairy industry being entered into largely in this district ? I
think it will be fairly. The district is not like some other districts for the production of butter; but I 
think that, according to the size of the district and its population, it will be comparatively a large 
industry. '
1417. Do you think the population is likely to increase? Tes.
1418. And there is likely to be more dairying and more farming products ? Tes.
1419. Do you think that the disabilities of the port are keeping the district back ? I think so. Even 
taking the fishing industry, there are many times when they have to throw away six or eight cases of fish.
If there is not sufficient water on the bar to get across they have to wait for the steamer until spring 
tides.
1420. With better facilities for water transit to the metropolis, you think that a larger population 
would settle in the district, and the products would materially increase ? Tes ; very much.
1421. Have you any further information to give to the Committee? Tes. Mr. Hayward, who is a saw- 
miller here, desires me to express his regret at not being able to be present here this morning. He gave 
me his own return of exports of timber, which amount to 2,500,000 feet of timber per annum.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HARBOUR WORKS AT HASTINGS RIVER. - 51

Nathaniel Netterfield, sergeant of police, Port Macquarie, sworn, and examined:—
1422. Mr. Hassall^] How long have you been here ? Nearly thirteen vears. N.
1423. Consequently you know the district pretty well ? Eairly well. " Netterfield.
1424. I believe you have some statistics in regard to the area, population, and various products in the A—“~\ 
police district ? Tes ; the population of the police district is 4,861 ; the area of freehold land is 45,582 ^ June,1898. 
acres ; the land rented from private persons is 23,021 ; the land rented from the Crown is 2,053 acres •
the area under cultivation is 3,334 acres. ’
1425. What is the area of the police district, and what are the boundaries ? It commences at the sea and 
runs back, I think about 60 miles, towards New England, and it goes along the coast from Diamond Head 
to Crescent Head. It is about 30 miles from here to Stewart’s River, which flows out at Diamond .Head.
The district also goes 28 miles north—within 5 miles of Kempsey. South, it goes about 6 miles below 
Camden Haven.
1426. Does it follow the Hastings ? No; it follows a dividing range between the Hastings and the 
Macleay.
1427. Is population increasing much in the district ? It is steadily increasing.
1428. More, I suppose, by the natural course of things than by any large amount of immigration? Just
by the natural course of things. "
1429. Does there seem to be any tendency to increase the area under cultivation? It varies. Some years 
it is considerably more than others. It has been larger than it is at the present time.
1430. The area under cultivation is 3,334 acres ? Yes.
I^l* Cud you tell ns what is about the average size of the holdings ? 1 can hardly give vou the averagethey vary so much. jo* & ,
1432. What are the principal products of the district ? Maize, pigs, fowls, eggs ; and the butter industry
is growing. J
1433. Practically it is just making a start? Tes ; there are about fifty dairies registered at present, and
a good many more in course of construction and getting prepared for the industry. ’
1u 34' i^613’ ^rom tlie farmers who have been devoting their attention more particularly to
the cultivation of maize are now also going in for dairy farming ? They are turning their attention 
principally to dairy farming.
1435. Are they leaving off maize cultivation ? Not entirely. They cultivate a little, but they are paying
particular attention to the dairy industry. 1 ^ &
1436. Therefore you thick that the cultivation of maize will be to a certain extent reduced ? Tes.
1437. Are any gold-mines or any mining operations of any kind being carried on in this district ? Tes.
1438. Where are they ? There is a tin-mine at Grundle.
1439. How far is that from here ? About 24 miles from here, westerly—about 8 or 10 miles from
Morton’s Creek ‘
1440. Is there anything besides that? Tes ; a cobalt mine in Port Macquarie.
1441. Does it employ many hands ? Three, I think.
1442. Does the tin mine of which you have spoken employ many people? Not a grea number 
£it present.
1443. Are many people employed in mining operations in the locality, or is it merely a fitful sort of work—
prospecting and dodging about ? I think the tin-mines will be permanent. They have got machinery there, and it is being erected. ^ o j
1444. Outside of that, is there much mining carried on ? Not a great deal. There are some gold-miners
prospecting higher up the river.' , ■ .. . . . . .

....................... 1445;' ■
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N.
Netterfield.

13 June, 1898.

1445. You do not look upon mining as a very important factor in the development of the place? Not 
gold-mining.
1446. What is the timber industry like ? It is a large one.
1447. Does it employ many hands ? A good many.
1448. Is that second in importance, or does it, in your opinion, exceed in importance the production of 
maize ? I think it is secondary to maize-cultivation.
1449. This is a first-class maize-growing district, is it not ? It is very good.
1450. There is not much trade in fat stock in the district, is there ? Not much.
1451. Principally pigs ? Yes. _
1452. That is the only fat stock exported, is it ? They export cattle from Yarras station, about 50 miles 
from here.
1453. They send their fat stock overland? Yes ; to Maitland and other places.
1454. Very few live stock are shipped here except pigs ? Not many.
1455. Can you tell us anything in regard to the difficulty of getting in and out of the river ? I have
repeatedly seen vessels not able to cross over the bar. _ _
1456. Detained for a considerable time both in and outside the river? Yes; detained both in and outside 
for a considerable time.
1457. Have you any knowledge of the effect that has been produced by the works now in course of con
struction? I think that the present training-wall has done a great deal of good to the bar.
1458. The difficulties of getting in and out are not so great as they used to be ? No. _ _
1459. -Consequently, judging from what you have seen, you are under the impression that as that training- 
wall is extended it will make the channel still easier of navigation? That is my opinion.
1460. I presume that from your knowledge of the district and long residence here you can give us your 
opinion, based upon sound grounds, that the improvement of the entrance to the river is justifiable in the 
interests of the district ? Prom my knowledge of it, I believe it is.
1461. Speaking about the alienated land in the district, is there not on the Hastings, Maria, and Wilson 
Eivers very large areas in old grants? Yes.
1462. Are they still held by the original grantees ? Some of them.
1463. Do you think the holding of those large grants has had any effect in preventing an increase of
population ? I think so. _
1464. Are any of the large properties utilised by the owners ? Seme of them are rented for grazing.
1465. That rented portion is part of the original grants ? Yes.
1466. Do you think those grants have had a detrimental effect on the district ? I do ; they stop the 
farming industry to a great extent.
1467. Are you aware of the fact that this is the only river in the northern districts at present where 
these grants exist to any extent ? I am not aware of that.
1463. If it is a fact that bn the rivers north of this the land has been alienated from the Crown to small 
settlers and farmers, would that be likely to make those places go ahead more than this place goes ahead ? 
It would, in my opinion.
1469. Do you think that if these large grants were in the hands of the Crown they would be taken up ? 
I do.

Eobert Davidson, journalist, Port Macquarie, sworn, and examined :—
R. Davidson. 1470. Mr. Wright.'] Have you been residing here long ? Fourteen and a half years.

^---A——, 1471. You know the district well ? Yes; thoroughly well.
13 June, 1898. 1472. Have you seen any ill effects happening from the existing state of the entrance to the river ? Yes ;

very often throughout my experience, more especially about twelve years ago. What I may call the crossing 
to the north of us here was shoaled up, and 1 have seen vessels lying there for three weeks at a time 
waiting loaded before they attempted to cross the bar at all. At that time the channel, instead of going 
close to the northern spit as it is doing now, curved round inside the harbour more westerly. In fact, 
the channel was just about opposite the steamer wharf, and went round the bay before it crossed into the 
deep water on the north side. ,
1473. Have you studied that plan at all? I have.
1474. Do you feel justified in expressing an opinion as to the probable beneficial effects of the proposed 
works? My own idea with regard to the southern training-wall is that that was the best method of 
starting operations, because, from what I have heard and seen of other harbours on the coast, I think the 
rocks on the southern side had a tendency to keep this harbour in a better state than other harbours were 
in owing to southerly weather, and since the wall has been made so far as it has been I have noticed that 
the water is gradually deepening as the wall goes out, and I believe that as it is continued we will have a 
deeper channel all the way down alongside the wall so far as it goes.
1475. Did you hear the evidence of the pilot ? Yes. '
1476. Do you agree with his views on the matter ? Yes ; but speaking with a little longer experience 
than he has had, I would speak a little more strongly in regard to the operation of an eastern training- 
wall going down from the scrub towards the north headland. In time of floods the water is apt to cross 
over the sand-spit there and take away a lot of sand which is apt to be washed back into the channel again 
as soon as the floods cease. At one time that northern spit came down, perhaps 10 feet high, quite close 
to thejsouthern side, and gave us a narrower channel, and therefore a better bar. It was about ten years 
ago we saw the last of it. We had a succession of flood years and the floods carried it away,
1477. The river being confined by the advancement of the sand from the north gave you a better scour ?
Yes. _
1478. You were saying something about the construction of the eastern training-wall;—do you think 
that that ought to be constructed ? I would wait to see the effect of the southern training-wall before 
speaking authoritatively on that, for, owing to the shifting nature of the sand inside the harbour, one 
can hardly tell what the effect would be until the southern training-wall were outside of where it is being 
put.
1479. Then you agree with Mr. Baird in thinking that before any other works be undertaken the southern
training-wall should be completed to the point shown on the plan ? Yes, and that the north and eastern 
wall should follow next. 1480.
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1480. Tou have heard the whole of the pilot’s evidence ? I have. R. Davidson.
1481. And, with your experience, you concur in what he has said? Tes. /----
1482. Tou think that the bad entrance has had a detrimental effect on the district? Prom my own '3 June> 1898. 
■experience, I can speak confidently on that point. It has had a very detrimental effect in regard to people
who have come here to settle down and have decided not to do so owing to the uncertainty of the commu- 
uication between here and Sydney.
1483. It has prevented settlement and the development of the district ? It has, to my own personalknowledge. ’ p
1484. What freights to Sydney do you pay ? I believe about 12s. 6d. per ton boat freight for maize.
±485. Are you under the impression that if a better harbour were secured the steamship company would 
reauce the freights ? I do not know. It would all depend on the increase of population and the increase 
of production.
1486. Taking the population as it is now, and also the present production of the district, if this harbour
were made a better harbour, less difficult and expensive to enter, and with more certainty of vessels being 
able to leave the river at any time they might like, would not the tendency be for the company to reduce 
their freights ? Tes, the tendency would be that. One steamer could work two or three rivers, instead 
of one coming here at full tide and waiting twelve or twenty-four hours before she can get out again. If 
a steamer could come in at any state of the tide and discharge her cargo, and get away in an hour or two, 
the tendency would be to lower freights. • ’
1487. If they could come in and out as they would like, the traffic would be regulated accordingly? Tes.
Certainty and regularity would be the greatest benefit that would be derived—a certain trade, and definite 
time of arrival and departure. The want of that has hindered the progress of the district to a great 
extent, for when people come here from Sydney to look at land, either for themselves or for their friends to 
settle upon, they never know when they will be able to get back.
1488. Has the effect of a bad harbour been more injurious to Port Macquarie and district than, for 
instance, to the Manning or the Macleay and district ? Tes, I think so, because those are larger rivers, 
and those districts have been better catered for than the smaller districts have ; and of course the Manning 
district has had good overland communication, whereas we have to go 55 miles further overland to com
municate in that way with Sydney. It is just because of want of definiteness and regularity in 
communication that the dairy industry has not prospered as it might have done. But the whole district 
is now given an opportunity of opening out in the dairy industry, which in the past it has not had an 
opportunity of doing; and just because the people have not been able to enter into dairying with a 
prospect of success, a large proportion of the land in the district has not been cleared, or has not been 
utilised as it might have been. The farmers, as a whole, have stuck to the rich alluvial lands on the river 
for the purpose of growing maize, and maize has been the one crop of the farmers, as a whole, foy the past 
twenty-five or thirty years.
1489. I suppose that, as a matter of fact, the whole of the products consist of three kinds—maize, piesand timber ? Tes. >16.
1490. Tou think that, with better harbour communication, there will be a large variety of produce, and 

i • ^ ** ^Par^ ^together from the harbour works the dairy industry has made a start, in spite of
difficulties. They are getting refrigerating chambers in the new creamery at Port Macquarie, and there 
is a great likelihood of the industry increasing to a large extent, and it will be benefited by all the more 
regular communication with Sydney.
1491. How long has the butter factory been established ? About eight months.
1492. Is the trade showing any advancement ? Tes; a number of farmers are going into the industry
who never attempted to do so before. J
1493. Simply because they had no outlet for their product? They had no outlet for their product. Some 
six j ears ago a small factory was established at Wauchope amongst the farmers themselves in a co-opera- 
11 vein ah no]'; and, as all other factories then were started without refrigerating machinery, they also started 
in that way, thinking they could go into the industry profitably. But either in the first or second summer 
after the industry was started, three weeks elapsed before forty-two cases of butter which they had sent 
down were placed on the Sydney market, and it being summer-time the result was that the confidence of 
the farmers themselves in the industry was destroyed by the hardship they had to endure.
1494. And the butter was oil when it got to Sydney ? Tes. I wish to say a few more words with regard 
to the land on the river. Tou have had evidence to-day already with regard to large grants of land Of 
course these have hindered the progress of the district, and what also has hindered the progress of the 
district has been the fact that maize was the only crop found suitable for cultivation in the district, but 
now that the dairy industry has been started lands not utilised yet will be used. Many years ago the 
district was far more open in character, there was less small growth of timber, and a number of stock 
was fattened, but the farmers found it unprofitable, owing to competition with people on larger areas of 
land who could send out fat stock cheaper than we could, and so the whole of the forest lands of this 
district have been literally unutilised for some years, except for timber-cutting and letting stock go loose 
all oyer the bush. There is a large area of brush land which hitherto has not been utilised in this 
district that is, in the “ Comboyne ” reserve, where the Government have thrown open about 4,600 acres 
as a homestead selection area, and to some extent it is the same as the Eichmond Eiver scrub, but for 
want of better means of communication both by land and by water that rich land has hitherto been 
unutilised and not taken up.

1H0W1far ?s ^*5 * Comboyne from here ? About 32 miles. The nearest way of communication 
with that place is via Kew or Kendall; but we have never regarded harbour communication with Kendall , 
as being worthy of much notice. No steamers have been running there. Kendall has an advantage, 
because the distance by road is shorter. The precipitous nature of the mountains between the “Comboyne” 
and the Manning Eiver will prevent the trade from going that way. With regard to the mining industry,
1 may add to Sergeant Netterfield’s evidence, that the tin-mines at G-undle have so far been prospected, 
and are only now beginning to be operated upon. Machinery has been placed there, and soon will be in 
lull work, and owing to the extent of the tin deposits there is likely to be a large production of tin there.
In the same way the gold-mines at Cell’s Creek are just in their infancy—a new battery was placed there 
about six months ago—therefore, I hardly know the capabilities of that part of the district as regards the 
production of gold. It is about 70 miles west of Port Macquarie. I have been asked to apologise for the

absence
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K. Davidson, absence of Mr. Cain, of Waucbope, wbo promised to be here ibis morning, and to read some evidence
/----x ^ which he has written with regard to timber and shipping, which I desire to have printed as an appendix

13 June, 1898. to my evidence. It is as follows

Memo, from N. Cain, timber merchant, &c., Wauchope.
Timber shipped by me during the last three months, including piles, hewn girders, and sawn timber, from this river—part 
for England, New Zealand, South Australia, and Sydney market; that for the three former places transhipped at Sydney— 
in all, twenty-four cargoes, containing 1,080,000 superficial feet.

The mill I have here cuts 25,000 super feet a week. _
The timber in the bush in this neighbourhood will last for many years to come, allowing it to be shipped at the same 

rate it is at present going from this river.
There is no end of good timber a little further back, and a small increase of prices will no doubt fetch it.
I consider this is one of the best rivers on the North Coast for timber.
Some parts of the river between here and Port Macquarie are very shallow ; a vessel can only get down loaded at 

the top of high water. Should those shallow places be dredged out it would be a great benefit to shipping. Where the 
dredge is at present working was the worst place in the river. Many times when the tug has been towing two vessels one 
has stuck and the other run into her, causing a lot of damage, There are two very bad places above Wauchope where a 
bucket-dredge would very soon clear both of them out.

I may also add that whilst loading by the wharf here it is very shallow, and the vessels at low water are hard 
aground while loading, which the dredge could easily alter in a short time, so that the vessels could load while afloat.

X have had several offers of large orders from New Zealand, but owing to the river being in places so shallow, the 
New Zealand vessels could not get down loaded, so on that account I had to refuse the orders.

Those shallow places I have referred to are a great drawback to this river, while a short time with the bucket-dredge 
would remove all those drawbacks.

I believe more timber is sent from this river than from any other on the North Coast.
- N. CAIN.
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John Hibbard, saw-mill proprietor, Port Macquarie, sworn, and examined:—
J. Hibbard. 1496. Chairman.] Where is your business carried on? About 2 miles up the river from Port Macquarie.

-A—1497. 3£r. Black.] How long have you been in the district ? Twenty-one years.
13 June, 1898. 1498. Have you been in the saw-mill business all the time? Tes ; connected with saw-milling and shipping 

ever since I have been here.
1499. How many feet of timber do you cut per week all the year round? I will give you our output last
year. Our output last year was over 3,000,000 feet; that is about ninety ship-loads in vessels of the size that 
run from here. Approximately, when we are working full time, our output is about 70,000 feet a week. Our 
output represents, approximately, in value £14,000 per annum. '
1500. That would be about 9,000 tons ? Tes. We reckon 3 tons to the 1,000 feet.
1501. And 9s. per 100 feet? Tes, approximately.
1502. Most of that goes to Sydney? The whole of it goes to Sydney.
1503. What does it mainly consist of? Blackbutt, tallowwood, mahogany. We send a great many street 
blocks.
1504. Tou use the blackbutt, I suppose, for ■ the blocks? Blackbutt and mahogany. Tallow-wood is 
generally cut into boards.
1505. Where do you get your timber from ? Prom all over the river and the creeks.
1506. Par back ? Some of it comes from 8 miles up on the Hastings Kiver, and some comes by droghers 
from 40 miles up the Maria.
1507. I suppose you do not see any necessity for shifting your saw-mill? Not at present.
1508. Plenty of timber back ? Tes. Prices will have to increase before we go back and reach it, but it 
will come to that later on. The imports in connection with the mill would, I suppose, run into £200 a 
month.
1509. What chiefly? Store goods for the men and material for the mill. _
1510. Have you anything more to say in regard to your business ? Nothing ; but I am connected with 
an industry which I think will turn out largely here—I mean tin-mining.
1511. Whereabouts is that? About 17 miles from Ballengarra, the head of the Wilson, where the
droghers go to. .
1512. What do you call the place? G-undle. It has been prospected four or five years. The men 
prospecting there were very poor and had no money, and we put machinery there, and we shall start 
crushing, I think, at the end of this month. It will turn out, I think, a large industry, because there is 
a large field ; but it is only in its infancy at the present time.
1513. Have you given any consideration to the proposed harbour works ? Tes.
1514. Have you taken any notice of the work so far as it has gone? Tes.
1515. Do you think it has done any good ? It has had the desired effect so far as it has gone.
1516. Tou do not think that the rocky ground on the southern side forms a natural breakwater 
of itself ? I am sure it does not, because the ebb and flow of the tide scatters so much, and the tide 
is broken up. I was working at the “ Eichmond” wreck eight or nine years ago, when it had been wrecked 
about a month ; and I took notice of the currents while I was working there, I being inside of the ship, 
and we having a shallow' bar at the same time, and I noticed that as soon as the current struck the rocks 
there was always an eddy along the rocks, and that it killed the scour, either coming in or going out.
1517. Then it is not correct to say, as has been said, that before the training-wall was commenced the 
tide-was on the southern shore; but now it strikes the curve of the training-wall, and shoots away to 
the north ? I do not know what effect that has had on the point here. When I saw the dimensions of 
the curve I thought it would do that; but it seems from the reports that it has had the effect of deepening 
the channel very much alongside the training-wall down past the curve which has been put in ; and, if so,

. the curve will not carry the water over to the north side on the ebb-tide.
1518. Do you think that the work will achieve its object without the northern breakwater ? I think that 
the training-wall to be put across the bay from here to Pelican Island—the western training-wall—would 
have the desired effect.
1519. Tou do not think that there is anything required on the northern side to trap the sand, and prevent
it from going into the entrance ? I think that the incoming current has a tendency to go on the western 
side, and also in going out. •
1520. That is to say, that the incoming current on the north does not deposit its sand in the channel, but 
brings it over to the flats to the west of the town ? Tes ; but, still, it causes the current to scatter, and

. .. break
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break up. It spreads over those flats and kills the scour in the channel, because wherever there is an J- Hibbard, 
eddy the sand is bound to deposit.
1521. Supposing that Parliament were disposed to vote only enough money for the construction of one 13,Ttme>1898' 
training-wall, which would you prefer to See constructed ? The western one.
1522. And with a continuation of the southern wall ? Tes—the one they are working at now.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HAEBOUE WORKS AT HASTINGS RIVER. OO

Arthur Percival Hall, district manager, Australian Dairying Company, Port Macquarie, sworn, and
examined:—

1523. Chairman.'] How long have you been here ? We started operations only last October. A. P. Hall.
1524. How many cows are being milked on the river ? Well, judging by the quantity of milk we get— —s
and that is the only criterion I have to go by—I should say, at present, about 1,500. 13 June, 1898.
1525. Is there any possibility of extension? Every possibility. With regard to the quality of the milk,
I am able to say that during last summer the milk tested better than the milk did in the district from 
which I came, viz., Groulburn. We have four separating stations at present, and we have several other 
places in view where we intend to erect separating stations next summer. We have not had sufficient 
time to do it yet. We anticipate putting out about (50 tons of butter a month next summer. Our largest 
output last summer was about 30 tons a month. We have expended in the district altogether about 
.£5,000. The milk is brought by cart and by drogher to the central place, and there manufactured into 
butter, which is sent to Sydney. It is our intention to run a launch and to establish separating stations 
on the higher river, and collect the cream with our own launch. We intend to do that next summer.
1526. Have you any trouble in getting your butter to Sydney ? Occasionally the steamer gets bar-bound.
1527. Do you send ice with it ? Tes; but it would not, perhaps, keep for more than twenty-four or 
thirty hours. It is only 4-inch ice.
1528. Are there frequent delays ? There have been about six delays since we started.
1529. Eor how long ? The last time, four days. _
1530. Mr. Wright.] Of what capacity is your machinery? It is a 4-ton refrigerator—that is, in twenty- 
four hours.
1531. How much butter do you treat in a week? We are capable of treating, with our present plant, at
least 30 tons. •
1532. That is more than double the quantity you ever have treated ? Tes.
1533. So you have a plant sufficiently powerful to cope with the industry e\en if it grows ? Tes ; if we 
get sufficient to make our plant incapable of coping with it all we will soon put in more plant.
1534. But your present plant is much beyond the present wants of the district ? Tes ; we put in a plant 
to cope with what we thought the industry might grow to in the next three or four years.
1535. How do you produce your ice—with cold air? By direct expansion, with ammonia.

MONDAY, 27 JUNE, 1898.
•Uteaeni:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING-, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G-. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Erank Earnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Hastings Biver.

Henry Bichard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Bivers Branch, Department of
Public Works, sworn, and further examined—

1536. Chairman?] The proposals suggested by the Department to the Committee were the western 
training-wall, portion of the eastern training-wall, and the southern training-wall as shown on the design ?
Tes, that is correct.
1537. The Sectional Committee, during their recent visit to the district, came to the conclusion that the 27 June, 1898. 

' main difficulty with regard to Port Macquarie was the entrance into the port, the bar being bad; but
for once in many years past there has not been any serious difficulty, boats drawing 8 feet negotiating 
it; under the circumstances the Sectional Committee came to the conclusion that it was well only to 
construct the southern training-wall at present;—will you give us your views with regard to it ? I think 
I have already stated them before the Committee. I am rather afraid that the southern wall alone will 
not deepen the bar. It will lead the current away from the rough foreshore ; but you want the western 
training-wall, or certainly some portion of it, to direct the flood-current on to that wall, otherwise it looses 
its effect. The wall should be extended about twice as much as shown on the map.
1538. Are you aware that there is about 20 feet of water along the wall now ? Tes, between 18 and 
20 feet.
1539. Why should there not be 20 feet of water further along the wall? The fact of there being 18 feet 
of water there at present does not prove to me that you will get that all along the wall. Tou get it at 
the end of any tip. A scour is created round the stone where you tip it, but it will come in again as the 
wall proceeds.
1540. What is the southern wall for ? To train the current, because of the very rough shore.
1541. And the western wall is to train the current on to that ? Tes.
1542. So that if the current is let on to it it will follow it? Tes.
1543. Are you aware that it is following it now ? I was aware that it was for a very short distance.

' But the fact of there being 18 or 20 feet of water at the end of the wall at present is no proof that it will
maintain that depth, because you get that anywhere where you tip stone.

H. R 
Carleton.

1544.
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H. K.
Carleton.

27 June, 1898.

1544. You mean that there may be forces come into existence that will have a tendency to fill up as the tip 
goes on ? It has filled up to some extent. You only get that deep water you speak of near the tip head.
1545. How long ? Not for a very great length.
1546. Where it gets a straight run it is so ? Yes. As an engineer, I am not prepared to say that the 
southern training-wall will give a permanently good bar, but in my opinion it should materially improve 
the entrance. If you only construct that southern traiuing-wrall it will cost more per ton than if you 
have the two going on together, because the smaller stuft' from the quarry could be used in the western 
wall. We require heavier stuff for the southern wall, and we should have to pick out the best portion of 
the quarry, and discard about 50 per cent.
1547. Mr. Slack.] How are you going to get the stone to the western wall ? By punts.
1548. Would not that increase the cost ? It would add slightly to it.
1549. Would not the saving by using the small stone be counterbalanced by the fact that you would have 
to shift it in trucks ? We have to make it in the quarry in any case, and it has to be put out. It has to be 
put into trucks, and it might as well be conveyed to the wharf as to any other tip. All that would be a 
charge against the southern wall if you do not construct the western wall.
1550. Chairman.'] There is another point. In the opinion of the Committee, as the eastern wall extended 
seaward towards the termination it would require to be a great deal heavier than you are making it at 
present ? Yes ; it will be the same breakwater on the outer end, but we are using big stone—stones 4 tons 
in weight. .
1551. Mr. Black.] Do you think you could ever ensure a permanently safe bar without the western 
breakwater and training-wall ? I think we could for vessels up to 14 or 15 feet draught.
1552. Is there no danger in north-easterly gales of that spit being cut away and silted into the river? 
North-easterly gales are-very rare.
1553. But in the event of such a gale coming, is there not a danger of the northern sandspit being cut 
through and washed into the river? Some of it no doubt would be driven across into the channel, but it 
would be scoured put again by tidal action.
1554. And deposited where ? Taken out to sea. -
1555. Would there be sufficient scour? Yes, I think so.
1556. You think there is no danger in flood time of the river cutting a fresh opening through the 
northern sandspit and finding an entrance to the sea in that way ? Well, there again the western 
training-wall comes in. If the western training wall were constructed I think the river would cling to it. 
There would be less liability of its breaking through, or attempting to make any other through channel 
for itself.
1557. Then you put the western training-wall, in importance, before the eastern training-wall? I do.
We have seen what a wonderfully good effect a similar wall on the Clarence has had. The Hastings is a 
miniature Clarence. We are simply going through the same process—lifting the current out of the 
southern bay. •
1558. In spite of what you have said about the western training-wall, you still think that that might wait 
until the completion of the southern training-wall ? It is a matter of funds. Perhaps it the western 
training-wall were made, a half-tide one, the cost might be reduced in that way.
1559. You think a half-tide wall would do ? It would not be as good as a high one, but still it would be 
a very useful wall. It could be made very much cheaper.
1560. I suppose there is no quarry at the upper end of that bend, is there ? I understand that there is, 
and I believe there is stone similar to that we are' using.
1561. If there were, and it could be run out on to the end of the training-wall, would not that greatly 
reduce the estimate ? It is just possible that we may have to go there for stone yet for both works. 
The supplies are running out where we are at present, unless the Government resume some adjoining 
land.
1562. Mr. Roberts.] Is not the western wall suggested with the view of dea ling with the Hastings River 
in the same manner as the other North Coast rivers have been dealt with and found to be successful ? 
Yes.
1563. At the Clarence, especially, is there not an object lesson showing the necessity for a wall such as 
that to concentrate the water coming down the river ? Yes, that is correct.
1564. Then on the Bellinger and the Nambucca the walls are similar? Yes, on the Bellinger; but on 
Nambucca it is reversed ; but it is much the same in design.
1565. Is not the object of that western training-wall to prevent the river from spreading over that large 
area to the south ? Yes ; that is the main object, and it is to direct it on to the bar.
1566. In the opinion of the Department, is not the work as shown on the plan and recommended for the 
consideration of the Committee believed to be the minimum amount of work to accomplish the desired 
object, namely, to give a good entrance to the Hastings and improve the navigation of the river ? Yes ; 
that is what Mr. Darley considered the least amount that would give a useful effect.
1567. If the work should at the present time be confined to the southern training-wall, and in the near 
future it should be found necessary to make the western training-wall, would not the construction of the 
western training-wall be much more costly than it would if carried out now ? It would cost more if 
carried out independently instead of simultaneously with the other one.
1568. Do you think it would cost 25 per cent, more? I should not like to say.
1569. There would be an increased cost ? Yes, considerable difference.
1570. Possibly 50 per cent ? No, certainly not that.
1571. I think you said that there is a large amount of small stone? Every quarry makes a lot of small 
stone.
1572. And this could be utilised in making the western training-w'all ? Yes ; it is good, sound stone.
1573. Mr. Slacks] "What kind of stone is it ? I think it is basalt—blue metal.
1574. Mr. Roberts.] You regard this work as really necessary for improving the entrance to the river? 
Yes ; the matter was gone into very fully by Mr. Darley.
1575. You regard the amount stated as the minimum expenditure necessary ? Yes.
1576. Mr. Humphery.] What would be the additional cost, supposing you could make use of the small 
stone for the training-wall ? If the work is left in the hands of the present contractor, I doubt whether 
there will be much difference. It will simply be the waste of material. I have not got the estimate with 
me to say whether our rate is higher than that w'hich we are actually paying the contractor at present.

" 1577.
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1577. Assuming that later on it becomes necessary to build the training-wall, would that stone be avail
able P No; it would have to run to spoil. It must be put out of the way, or we shall block ourselves in 
the quarry. It will have to be loaded into trucks and taken some distance and tipped. I might also add 
that we could not complete the western wall or the southern wall under the present contract, because it 
would be necessary, I think, to use larger stone than we have provided for in our present contract.
1578. Where do you propose to obtain the larger stone? From the same quarry.
1579. Is there sufficient material for the completion of the southern breakwater ? If we resumed more 
land. There is plenty of material in the hill. It was purchased recently. I think, by Mr. Hungerford.
1580. Would that resumption be necessary whether carrying out the southern wall or not ? It would not 
be necessary for us at present. The contractor has to find the stone.
1581. Who is the contractor ? Mr. Cook.
1582. Could you undertake to get the work done at a lower cost if you took it in hand yourselves, instead 
of letting it to the contractor ? We can do it quite as cheaply as the rate we are paying them—3s. 8d. 
per ton.
1583. What do you think would be added to the cost of the southern breakwater if you took the work in 
hand yourselves instead of letting it to a contractor ? I doubt if anything would be added to the cost of 
the southern wall. It would simply mean that the western wall would cost more when you came to 
construct it afterwards.

H. R. 
Carleton.

27 June, 1898.

1584. Then there would be no appreciable difference in the cost of the southern breakwater whether you 
constructed the western wall or not; but if, eventually, you have to construct the western training-wall 
it will cost a little more than it would if carried out simultaneously with the other ? Tes.
1585. Mr. O’Connor.] Is it your opinion that if the southern wall were erected, and also the western 
wall, it would not require the expense of the northern wall ? That is my opinion.
1586. That, in your judgment, will be all that is necessary to make it a safe harbour? Tes.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 
Harbour Works at Hastings River.

APPENDIX.

A.
' [To Evidence of F. Clarke, Esq., M.P.]

Municipal District of The Hastings.—Statistical Information.
Dear Sir, 3 May, 1898.

As supplementary to my evidence given before your Committee on the consideration of improving the entrance to 
the Hastings River, I desire to say that the population within the municipal district of Port Macquarie is, according to 
latest published statistics, 990. The area embraced by the municipal district is 3,250 acres, and the total value of all 
ratable property, £77,700.

With regard to the population of the Hastings River valley itself, it is not easy to get reliable information, as the 
population statistics are compiled on a county basis.

The number of electors on the Electoral Roll, however, for the Hastings River is 948. Assuming an average of five 
to each elector, this would give a population of 4,740, say, 5,000 persons. If more reliable or accurate information is 
required under the latter heading, I would respectfully suggest application to the Statistician’s Department.

I am, &c.,
The Secretary, Public Works Committee. FRANK CLARKE.

[Plan.]

Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1898.
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PAltLIAMENTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC AVORKS.

HARBOUR WORKS AT NAMBUCCA RIVER.

REPORT.
%

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Woreis, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 1888, 
51 Vic. ISTo. 37, the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 Vic. No. 26, 
and the Public Works (Committees’ Remuneration) Act of 1889, 53 Vic. No. 
11, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon “ the 
expediency of constructing harbour works at Nambucca River,” have, after 
due inquiry, resolved that it is expedient the proposed works should be con
structed, with such alterations as are suggested in the Report; and, in accordance 

• with the provisions of sub-section iv, of clause 13, of the Public Works Act, 
report their resolution to the Legislative Assembly :—

Description op the River.

. 1. The Nambucca River, situated about 219 nautical miles north of Sydney,
has a length from its source to the sea of about 58 miles, and drains an area of 
about 552 square miles. In a report to the Department of Public Works of a 
survey of the river in 1891, it is stated that the river is north 9 sea miles from 
the Macleay River Heads, and the same distance south of the Bellinger Heads. 
The entrance is on the south side of a cliffy headland ; what is known as the south 
head is a sharp sandy point capped wiih thick -scrub. The navigable channel is 
nearly always close under the north head, usually following the shape of the head
land. It can be followed for about 4,000 feet, where the limit of navigation by 
ocean-going boats is reached. The depth in this channel shoals from 12 to 18 feet 
to 2 and 3 feet at low water, and its width varies from 50 to 150 feet. Above the 
limit mentioned the trade of the river is carried on by droghers. Prom a point on 
the river known as Red Bank to the Government wharf at Macksville, 6 miles 
further up stream, the river is free from obstruction for vessels drawing under 9 feet 
of water. Half a mile above the wharf the river divides into two arms—the Bowra 
Rivfcr and Taylor’s Arm. A vessel drawing 7 feet can get 3 miles up the Bowra 
River above the junction, or 12-| miles from the entrance, but above this point the 
river gradually decreases in width and depth to the township of Bowra, the head of 
navigation, V(\ miles from the entrance. A vessel drawing 6 feet can get to the 
Government wharf at Congarini, up Taylor’s Arm, 12 miles from the entrance, but 
only at high water, as there is only 4 feet at low water in the reach below it. Por 
about 7 miles above Congarini the river narrows, and there are numerous 
obstructions to navigation, even by a boat, at low water.

Warrell Creek joins the Namhucca River at its entrance, and runs to the 
southward. It has deep reaches, but navigation is much impeded in the lower 4 
miles of its course by sand-bars formed at intervals right across.

. The
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' The Proposed Works. , •

2. The scheme designed by the Department of Public Works for the 
improvement of the river entrance consists of the construction of breakwaters 500 
feet apart on the northern and southern sides of the entrance, and low stone walls 
extending about 11,000 feet up stream for confining and training the river waters, 
together with the diversion of Warrell Creek into the main river, so as to obtain the 
greatest possible scour. The total length of breakwater and walls, including the 
stone facing to new cutting, is about 33,800 feet, the estimated cost of the complete 
scheme being £149,700.

Up to 31st December, 1897, 1,394 feet of the northern wall had been 
constructed at a cost of £5,503, and it is proposed to extend the northern wall and 
breakwater a further distance of 1,756 feet, construct two training-walls on the left 
side of the river extending up stream from near the root of the northern wall, the 
length being 10,650 feet, and divert Warrell Creek into the main river, the 
estimated cost of these works being £72,500.

By the construction of these works, it is explained, the scouring power of the 
main river will be augmented by the addition of the waters of Warrell Creek, and 
the river currents will be brought into one channel and given a more direct course 
to the sea, instead of, as at present, winding through the extensive sand-flats within 
the entrance, and passing along an irregular foreshpre where most of the force is 
lost. -A perfect entrance is not expected without the construction of the southern 
breakwater, but, it is pointed out, the improved scour which will follow on the 
completion of the works now proposed will be such as will, with a little dredging, 
ensure the river being permanently navigable for all vessels likely to use the port 
for many years to come.

Details oe the Proposed Expenditure.

3. The following are the details of the estimated cost of the proposed works :—
Estimated Cost of Improvements at the Entrance.

Description of work.
Dimensions of walls.

Amount. Total.
Length. Width on top. Height.

Portion completed

1,394 ft.

;o 31st Decern

12 ft.

her, 1897.

4 ft. above H.W.
£ s. d. 

5,503 0 0
£ s. d.

5,503 0 0

Portion now recommended.
S tewart’s Island training-wall.............................. 6,400 ft. 5 ft. level with H.W. 18,492 10 0
North-western training-wall.................................. 4,250 „ 5 ,,

4 ft. above H.W.
13,910 0 0

Northern wall extension ..................................... 256 ,, 12 „ 1,687 10 0
Northern breakwater............................................. 1,500 „ 15 „ 16 ,, „ 27,675 0 0

61,765 0 0
Bank across Warrell Creek ............... .................. 800 „ 5 „ 4i „ „ 2,161 5 0

3,190 0 0
Stone facing to sides of cutting ......................... 4,800 „ 3 ft. thick ft. above H.W '858 0 0

,, ,, eastern side of River.................. 1,500 „ 3 „ 4i „ „ 1,033 10 0
7,242 15 0

69,007 15 0
Supervision, &c., 5 per cent. (say).... 3,492 5 0

Portion now recommended—Total..... 72,500 0 0

Portion required to complete scheme.
Eastern training-wall............................................. 9,600 ft. 5 ft. half-tide level 15,908 15 0
Southern breakwater............................................ 3,300 „ 15 ,, 16 ft. above H.W. 52,450 0 0

68,358 15 0
Supervision, &c. (say)... 3,338 5 0

Total.......... £71,697 0 0

Estimated cost of complete scheme—£149,700.

The Committee’s Inquiry.

4. In making their inquiry concerning these proposed works, the Committee 
examined several official witnesses (including the Under Secretary, the Engineer-in
Chief, and the Principal Assistant-Engineer of the Harbours and Elvers Branch,

Department
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Department of Public Works), tbe Member for the district, the owner of the 
subsidised steam-tug at the Nambucca, and the master of the North Coast Co.’s 
steamer which has traded between Sydney and the river. A Sectional Committee 
was then appointed to visit the river and district, and their report is published with 
the evidence taken by them.

The Nambucca Bar.

5. The bar at the entrance of the river is regarded as being the worst on the 
coast. The water is so shallow that the North Coast Steamship Company has found 
it necessary to build a vessel with a draught of 4 feet. Pormerly, a steamer drawing 
7 feet 6 inches, when loaded, traded to the river, but the water on the bar becoming 
too shallow for a vessel of that size, it had to be withdrawn. Besides the small 
steamer, there are at present trading to the river, the Committee are informed, a 
number of small sailing vessels employed in the timber trade.

The depth of water has not been improved by the short length of training-wall 
already constructed, but the condition of things generally at the entrance is some
what better than it was before the wall was commenced. No very material 
improvement can be expected, it is explained, until the proposed works have been 
carried out to an extent which Avill lead the river current on to the bar so as to scour 
it away. The Sectional Committee were informed that the farmers and business 
people on the Nambucca suffer great inconvenience, and frequently are heavy losers, 
because of the uncertain movements of the steamers which trade to the river, and 
complaints against the excessive freights charged are general.

Produce and Trade oe the District.

6. The country to be served by the construction of the proposed works, the 
Sectional Committee say in their report, “ very closely resembles that drained by the 
Bellinger, both in its physical features and in the nature and value of its productions. 
The evidence given by the pilot stationed at Nambucca Heads shows that during 
1897, 39,630 bags of maize, 2,910,000 feet of hardwood, and 84,000 feet of cedar 
were exported, while pigs, poultry, eggs, cream, and general farm produce of con

* siderable value were also sent away, the total value of exports for the year being 
estimated at £38,922. The Committee ascertained that the export of all classes of 
commodities shows a continual yearly increase. As on the Bellinger, farmers have 
of late years extensively engaged in dairying, and with quicker and more regular 
means of shipment this industry is likely to become of considerable importance. 
Tbis will occasion the clearing and occupation of land which is not considered of 
sufficiently good quality for agriculture, and will bring a large number of settlers into 
the district.”

The Committee’s Recommendation. '

In the consideration of these works the question arises whether such a large 
sum as that proposed to be spent on the Nambucca should be expended upon a river 
the trade of which is at present comparatively unimportant. The estimated popula
tion of the district at tho end of 1897 was 2,130.

The three most important of the works proposed are the northern training- 
wall and breakwater, the training-wall extending south-westerly from near the 
northern breakwater, and the cutting to divert the water of Warrell Creek. The 
northern wall and breakwater are expected to straighten and strengthen the ebb 
current at the place where its force is now almost lost in flowing over the rough 
irregular northern foreshore ; the north-western training-wall will assist in guiding 
the current on to the northern wall and thence out over the bar at the entrance; 
and the cutting, by diverting the water at the creek, will increase the flow in the 
main river. The construction of these works before any others are undertaken is, it 
is admitted, the order in which the scheme should be carried out; and the Committee 
are of opinion that before any other portions of the scheme are commenced the two 

51—c walls
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walls and breakwaters, together with the cutting, should be proceeded with, and the 
results from their construction definitely ascertained. The estimated cost of these 
works is as follows *

£ s. d. 
9,295 0 0 
1,687 10 0

North-western training-wall 
Northern wall extension
Northern breakwater ... ... ... ... ... 27,675 0 0
Cutting and bank,'Warrell Creek ... ... ... 7,242 15 0

45,900 5 0
To this must be added cost of supervision, &c., at

5 per cent.... ... ................ ... ... 2,295 0 0

Total ... £48,195 5 0
The expenditure suggested to the Committee by the Department was £72,500. 

The Committee definitely reject the Stewart’s Island training-bank, estimated to 
cost £18,492 10s., and they have reduced the cost of the north-western training- 
bank, in accordance with a departmental statement, to £9,295, representing a saving 
of £4,615, or, with the amount it is estimated the Stewart’s Island training-bank will 
cost, a total saving of £23,107.

The internal works, which are intended to project the water on to the bar, 
should be carried out as speedily as possible; and, if in the construction of the 
northern breakwater it should be found that a fair depth of water has been obtained 
before the whole of the breakwater has been carried out, that work should, in the 
opinion of the Committee, be then discontinued. ■

The Committee believe it to be highly probable that an expenditure of between 
£30,000 and £40,000 will bring about the desired results at the Nambucca, and, in 
their opinion, that is a sufficient sum to be expended upon the river. It is not, 
however, possible to state a definite amount, because experience alone can show at 
what point the northern breakwater may safely be discontinued.

The Committee have passed the following resolution :—
“ lhat, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient that the proposed Harbour 

Works at the Nambucca Kiver, referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be • 
carried out with such alterations as are suggested in the Beport.”

THOS. EWING,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Sydney, 7th July, 1898.
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The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing Harbour Works at Nambucca Biver.

llobert R. P. Hickson, Under Secretary and Commissioner for Roads, Department of Public Works,
sworn, and examined :—

1. ChairmanYou have a statement to read to the Committee ? Yes ; it is as follows :—
Nambucca River.

The entrance to the Nambucca River is about 219 nautical miles north of Sydney. From its source to the sea, the river 14APril*18y8' 
has a length of about 58 miles, and drains an area of about 552 square miles.

, . fnbewing particulars are taken from the report of the late Captain F. Howard, who made a complete survev of
the river in 1S91 :— 1 J

l-jl® Nambucca River is north 9 sea miles from the Macleay River Heads, and the same distance south of the 
Del linger Heads. The entrance is on tbe sou th side of a cliffy headland, with a remarkable peaked rock at its south-east
0 .. c 13 kn0,Wn,as South Head is a sharp sandy point capped with thick scrub, and hearing south-west 1 west 
5,090 teet from the peaked rock.
... . U1? navigable channel is nearly always close under the North Head, usually following the shape of the headland

which, inside the peaked rock, forms two small bays, both with small sandy beaches, hut fronted with numerous iagged 
reefs, which extend southward, and interfere with the set of the tidal streams.

“ The North Head rises steeply from the beach, and is, at the points of the bays, cliffy. Tlie land above shows in 
three open grassy hills. j j *

•i 4." northern point of a long sandy beach extending southward in a curve a distance of 6 sea
miles to ocott s Head. Extending northward from the South Head is a sand spit, generally awash at high water the 
size and shape of which is constantly changing.
1 Vru113'^6 t*le ®onth Spit and Beacon Rock Point, the river opens out into a large basin 3,500 feet wide and 5,500 feet 
long, ihe greater portion of this space is filled with large sand-hanks, the river finding its way through them in narrow 
■winding channels, with less than 1 foot at low-water springs.
a non /' P’e,0nly “avigat>le channel is close around the northern shore inside the Head. This can be followed for about 
4,UUO feet, when the limit of navigation by ocean-going boats is reached. The depth in this channel shoals from 12 and 18 
teet to 2 and 3 feet at low water, and its width varies from 50 to 150 feet.

, There is at all times a strong tidal stream in the fairway channel from the Beacon Rock outwards, particularly 
ynen the bouthbpit extends right across, leaving only a narrow passage round the rooks. The ebb stream is then forced 
into the bay under the signal-staff, and takes from thence a south-west by south direction, scouring out a channel on that 
bearing f requently, when this is the case, there is an eddy or slack in the outer bay, and sand is deposited in the usual 
channel until it is completely blocked. The passage in, after passing the outer bar, is then very dangerous. Vessels 
eoming in with any sea on are liable to be caught by it on the starboard quarter and sent to the northward out of channel 
which is always at these times very narrow. ’

Stewart s Island lies about 2 miles from the entrance. The channel on its north-west side is used bv droghers 
and carries about 9 feet at low water. The river south-east of Stewart’s Island, though from 800 to 1,400 feet wide is 
mostly shallow There is good water close along the south-east side of the island, but it is blocked by shoals at each end 
Above the island the river opens out to a width of 2,000 feet. On the west bank is a red cliff point known as Red Bank.
Ihe ri\er between Red Bank, Stewart s Island, and the opposite bank is shoal right across.

' ., ‘r, ■From EeiJ Bank-upward, the river is entirely free from any obstruction, or vessels drawing under 9 feet of water up 
to the Government wharf at Macksville, which is 6 miles above Red Bank. Half a mile above this wharf the river divides
t?il°1-n^ctf^nS"-tioi.B0-iVrafRlVe4riandTayl0r’S A™‘ A vessel dra'ving 7 feet could get 3 miles up the Bowra River above 
the junction, or 12a miles from the entrance. Ak°ve this point the river gradually decreases in width and depth to the
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R. R. P. township of Bowra, the head of navigation, 17| miles from the entrance. A vessel drawing 6 feet could get to the Government 
Hickson. wharf at Congarini, up Taylor’s Arm, 12 miles from the entrance, but only at high water, as there is only 4 feet at low

^_ a —' water in the reach below it. For about 7 miles above Congarini the river narrows, and there are numerous obstructions to
14 April, 1898. navigation even by a boat at low water.

“Warrell Creek joins the Nambucca River at its entrance, and runs to the southward, nearly to Scott’s Head, fora 
distance of 7^ miles, the average distance across from the creek to the ocean beach being J mile ; it then turns abruptly west
ward. The creek is about 700 feet wide at its entrance, gradually contracting to about 150 feet at the bend westward. It has 
deep reaches, but navigation is much impeded in the lower 4 miles of its course by six sand-bars formed at intervals right 
across. From the vicinity of Scott’s Head, Warrell Creek runs for 7^ miles in a westerly direction in long straight reaches, 
mostly through hilly country, thickly wooded ; thence in a south by west direction for 5 miles to the head of navigation 
for boats.

“ The rock of which the North Head is formed is mostly very soft clay slate ; but the strata below, and many feet 
above high water appear to be much harder, though brittle, with numerous small veins of quartz running through it. 
Judging by the way the numerous jagged reefs hereabout appear to have withstood the action of the sea and currents for ages, 
I believe that the same description of rock, quarried from the cliffy points at either end of the bay, would stand well in the 
proposed dyke.

“The whole of the country drained by the Nambucca and its tributaries appears to have been one unbroken forest, 
excepting a few small swamps near the entrance. At one time cedar was plentiful and much exported, but at present 
nothing but hardwood, mostly blackbutt, tallow-wood, and ironbark sawn at the mills is to be obtained. The crop usually 
grown by the farmers is maize, but little is to be seen on the main river until above Macksville. The soil in the upper 
reaches, near the head of navigation, seems more suitable for its growth than that below.”

The official papers show that from the year 1378 onwards, numerous representations were made by the residents as 
to the inconvenience and loss which they sustained in consequence of the shoal condition of the entrance. Vessels ’vy'ei’® 
often bar-bound for several weeks at a time—some for as long as eight weeks—and then were compelled to leave only half 

• loaded. The depth on the bar at these times was reduced to from 3 to 5 feet, and in April, 1884, the pilot reported the
bar so bad that the sand was awash at low water from the North Head to South Beach. There were also serious obstruc
tions to navigation in the portion of the river from Red Bank downwards. At one time vessels were able to proceed up 
the river, but owing to the extensive sand-flats which had formed within the entrance they were now able to get inside the 
Heads only, and consequently the whole of the produce of the district had to be punted down to the Heads, entailing heavy 
loss upon the producer on the river. Urgent requests were therefore made that some works might be undertaken which 
would ensure a permanent navigable channel at the entrance and in the lower course of the river.

In 1885 Lieutenant Francis who had made a survey of the entrance reported as follows:—“ Both the bar and the 
flats continually shift, and seldom remain in the same position for three months at a time. The depth of water on the bar 
varies considerably, sometimes there being 8 feet at high water, and at other times so shallow that vessels are detained 
inside for weeks, or else cross out light and anchor off the South Beach, having their cargoes of timber rafted off to them. 
The principal export from the river is timber, which is brought down in flat-bottomed punts and stern-wheeled droghers.

In January, 1895, in response to an urgent appeal of the residents for the construction of some works for the 
improvement of the entrance, the Minister called for “a report as to whether the expenditure of the available money (a vote 
of £3,000 taken in 1884) would of itself be advantageous to the entrance, and if not, how much more would be required to 

' give reasonable expectation of some improvement without going into a comprehensive scheme.” Mr. Darley thereupon 
prepared a complete scheme for the improvement of the entrance, the carrying out of which would form a permanent 
harbour. The estimated cost of this scheme is £149,700. Although the expenditure of this amount was out of proportion 
to the resources of the district, he pointed out that a measure of relief could be given by the construction of the inner 
portion of the northern breakwater at a cost of £11,000. This wall would straighten and strengthen the ebb-current at the 
place where its force is now almost lost in flowing over the rough and irregular northern foreshore. Another very 
important part of the work which he considered should be taken in hand as soon as funds were available, was the training- 
wall extending south-westerly from near the root of the northern breakwater. With regard to the £3,000 already voted, 
no useful work could be carried out for so small a sum, and unless a further amount of (say) £10,000 were made available it 
would be injudicious to enter upon the work.

In October, 1895, an additional vote of £5,000 having been taken, tenders were invited for the construction of the 
inner end of the northern breakwater, and that of Wrooden, Rogers, and Frost, accepted in February, 1896, at rates of 
3s. 8d. per ton for stone 1 ton to 4 tons in weight, and Is. 6d. for ballast. This contract is still in progress.

2 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

The amounts voted for the work are as follows :—
1884 Loan......................................................................................   £3,000
1895 ,, ...................................................................... -......................... ‘................ 5,000
1897 „   5,000

Total................................................................. £13,000
The amount expended to 31 December, 1897, was................................................. 5,503

Balance at 31 December, 1897................................................................................. £7,497
The scheme designed by Mr. Darley, and now submitted for the consideration of the Committee, includes the con

struction of breakwaters 500 feet apart on the northern and southern sides of the entrance, and low stone walls extending 
about 11,000 feet up stream for confining and training the river waters, also the diversion of Gurravembi or Warrell Creek 
into the main river, so as to obtain the greatest possible scour. The total length of breakwater and walls, including the 
stone facing to new cutting, is about 33,800 feet, the estimated cost of the complete scheme being £149,700: ^The work 
carried out up to 31st December, 1897, was the construction of 1,394 feet of the northern wall at a cost of £5,503.

In addition to the work already done, Mr. Darley recommends the extension of the northern wall and breakwater 
a further distance of 1,756 feet, the construction of the two training-walls on the left side of the river extending up stream 
from near the root of the northern wall, the length being 10,650 feet, and the diversion of Warrell Creek into the main 
river, the estimated cost of these works being £72,500. By the construction of these works, the scouring power of the 
main river will be augmented by the addition of the waters of Warrell Creek, the river currents will be brought into one 
channel and given a more direct course to the sea, instead of, at present, winding through the extensive sand-flats within 
the entrance, and passing along an irregular foreshore where most of the force is lost. Although a perfect entrance 
cannot be expected without the construction of the southern breakwater, yet the improved scour which will follow on the 
completion of the works now recommended, will be such as will, with a little dredging, ensure the river being permanently 
navigable for all vessels likely to use the port for many years to come.

2. What has been tho effect of the works already in progress on the Nambucca? _ I cannot say. I was 
only on the river once, and then for a very short time, so that I really know nothing about it.
3. Can you tell us anything about the population or the resources of the district ? No, I cannot.
4. Mr. 'Blaclc7\ Do you know why it is proposed to leave Warrell Creek ope)i at the top end? That
opening does not matter, because it is intended to divert the water of the creek into the main river by a 
cutting lower down. . .
5. Do you know of any reason for leaving the entrance to the creek open ? Well, it is not worth the 
expense of closing it.
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6. Mr. Hoskins.'] Do you know how many people are engaged in timber-getting on the river ? No ; but 
there are two mills there.
7. Mr. Lee.] In the matter of importance, how does the Nambucca rank amongst the North Coast rivers?
I am not in a position to say, because I know very little about the river. ■
8. Mr. Hoskins.] Is the country between the Nambucca and the Macleay level? It is not level, but it 
is not very heavy. I have driven across it.
9. Did you ever consider whether it would not be cheaper to construct a tramway from one river to the 
other than to make these improvements ? I do not think the matter has been considered, but I fancy 
that a tramway would cost a good deal of money.
10. Mr. Lee.] Can you tell us the distance in miles from the Bellinger to the Nambucca, and from the 
Nambucca to the Macleay ? By sea, it is about 9 miles in each ease. The distance by land would probably 
be about 12 miles.

E. E. P.
Hickson.

14 April, 1898.

11. Mr. Black.] The Nambucca very much resembles the Tweed in its northern headland, its uncertain 
southern headland, and the wide fiats just inside the entrance ? Tes.
12. Do you not think that if the eastern training-wall is not constructed the tide will have a tendency to 
form a bar on the flats ? You will not get as good a result with one training-wall as with two ; but the 
question is whether you can afford to build the two, and whether the northern wall alone will not give a 
sufficient depth of water for the trade of this place.
13. Do you not think that it will be discovered when one training-wall has been made that so much sand
will be deposited at the entrance, caused by the action of the tide, as to make navigation dangerous? 
No ; I think the construction of the northern works alone would give a sufficient depth of water for the 
trade of the place ; but, of course, you would not get as good an entrance as if the whole scheme were 
carried out. There is very much less traffic on the Nambucca than on the Tweed. On the Tweed a greater 
depth of water is required, and, therefore, both breakwaters are necessary. Here, one is hardly justified 
in recommending the large expense of two breakwaters. . '
14. Is the staple industry of the district timber-getting ? Yes; and there is also some maize 
grown.
15. You have not formed any idea as to whether the trade of the district warrants the proposed 
expenditure ? No.
16. And I suppose you would not like to express an opinion upon the point ? No.
17. Where do the pilots keep their boats ? The pilot-station is shown on the map; There is a small slip 
in the bay, just inside the North Head, where they keep their boats. The entrance to the Nambucca very 
much resembles the entrance to the Tweed.

Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, sworn, and
examined:—

18. Mr. Black.] You only recommend the construction of training-walls on one side of the river ? C. W. Darley.

19. Do you recommend the construction of two breakwaters ? No ; I only recommend the construction 14April, 1898. 
of the northern breakwater.
20. Do you think the construction of the northern breakwater and of the two training-banks on the west 
side of the river will keep the channel open? Yes, I think so. These works will guide the current on to 
the bar, and will provide a sufficient depth of water for the trade of the port.
21. In heavy weather will not sea break over the low patch of sand coloured pink on the map? Yes;
but in heavy weather the vessels must keep off. •
22. Will not that sand be carried into the channel and thus form a bar ? No ; the ebb and flow of the 
tide will keep the channel along the breakwater open.
23. But will not deep water be only right alongside the breakwater. Will there be any great width of deep 
water? There will be a sufficiently wide channel for the trade of the port. I should"like to carry out the 
whole scheme if the place could afford it; but, inasmuch as the place cannot afford the expenditure of 
£149,700, I have recommended a modification of the scheme. "
24. Do you think the place can afford anything ? That is not an engineering question. I have reported ■
as to what I think is the least that can be done to improve the navigation of this river.
2o. You venture the opinion that the place cannot afford the southern breakwater and ea.stern training- 
wall ? I do not think the Government can afford to spend £150,000 on the Nambucca Biver.
26. There is a doubt in your mind as to whether the Government can afford the other expenditure; but 
you do not care to express an opinion yourself ? I do not care to express an opinion upon the point.
27. Do you think the diversion of Warrell Creek will be sufficient to prevent the silting up of which I 
spoke? It will have that tendency. At the present time Warrell Creek discharges near the South Spit, 
and its waters cause a very complicated state of the currents, and the formation of sand-banks. Until 
the waters of the creek can be diverted and trained into the main channel it will be impossible to do 
anything to improve the entrance. I thought that the best way to get rid of this complication of currents 
was to make Warrell Creek discharge into the main river, and then train the water down so as to get a 
scour on the bar. Some time ago I was instructed by the Minister, Parliament having voted money for 
the work, to design a scheme for the improvement of this entrance. I designed what I considered a 
complete scheme, and then I set myself to ascertain how much of this scheme, if carried out, would effect 
a sufficient improvement. I recommended the construction of the northern breakwater, and the Minister 
having authorized the work, a contract was let, and a portion of the wall has been constructed. The ebb 
and flow of the tide formerly went into the different bights below the North Head, the ebb tide coming 
down the river meeting the discharge of Warrell Creek, and preventing any scour. Captain Howard, in 
his report, also pointed out the necessity of keeping the conflicting currents out of the rocky bay just 
within the entrance on the north side. The effect of the work already carried out has been to divert "the 
rival currents from the bay I speak of, and we have already fairly deep water along the breakwater. I 
would urge the continuation of this work. If only one part of the scheme is to be carried out, this part 
will do more good than any other towards maintaining a fair depth of water at the entrance.

28.
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C. W. Darley. 28. Even if you construct the northern breakwater there will be a small opening into the rocky bay you 
/-*—speak of ? Yes ; but that will do no harm.

14Apn, 89 . gg, i)0 yOU propose to fill up that bay with sand ? No. Of course if we were dredging there, and 
wanted to get rid of the sand, we might pump it into that bay. The current entering the harbour would 
have to pass along the breakwater. Seeing that most of the traffic now going to the entrance finds its 
way to the saw-mills near the town, the northern breakwater may be sufficient. It is doubtful as to how 
far it is necessary to improve the river to let vessels go up it for any distance. There is good water past 
Stewart’s Island for some miles. If the northern breakwater be constructed, and Warrell Creek be diverted, 
a good deal will be done towards obtaining a good entrance. The training-walls on the west side of the 
river would, of course, ensure a clean run of water down to the bar.
30. What will the northern breakwater cost? £29,362 10s. is the estimated cost of completing the 
northern breakwater. The diversion of Warrell Creek is estimated to cost £7,242 15s.
31.1 suppose you regard that as an essential part of the scheme? Yes. These two items make a total of 
£36,005 5s. Then the Stewart’s Island training-wall, which it is only proposed to carry up to high-water 
level, will cost £18,492 ; the north-western training-wall, £13,910; and, adding the usual percentage for 
supervision, £3,492 5s., the total cost of the works will be £72,500.
32. The best channel now is that on the west side of Stewart’s Island ? I think so ; but at times the 
best channel is up the main river.
33. I suppose it will be necessary to keep open the channel at the back of Stewart’s Island ? Yes ; I 
provide for the keeping open that channel.
34. Are the sand-banks shown on the plan composed of indurated sand ? No; they are merely soft sand, 
and change their position every tide.
35. Do you anticipate that, if the northern training-wall is constructed, the scour will be sufficient to keep 
the river open ? A little dredging may be required in the first place, but after that the channel should 
be maintained by the scour. Our experience in other places is that once we give the scour a slight lead 
we have done all that is necessary.
36. The lower end of the northern training-wall turns in towards the land ? Yes ; that is to prevent too 
much of the water of the main river passing behind.
37. I suppose you have various reasons for leaving openings opposite the town? Yes ; we want to allow 
the shipping to go in there.
38. "Will those openings form a wave-trap ? The waves will run in along the breakwater, and expend 
themselves. With only one breakwater the waves would probably expend themselves on the sand spit at 
the entrance.
39. During heavy easterly gales I suppose the waves break over the sand-banks P Yes. We have done
some dredging on the sand spits in front of the town to widen the channel. We went down pretty deep 
there ; but we had only clean sand to deal with. ,
40. Is there any rock in any of the channels ? There is a rock between the north-western training-wall 
and the Stewart’s Island training-wall. Of course, on the northern side of the entrance it is all rocky; 
but the foul ground will be covered by the breakwater.
41. There will be no difficulty in deepening the channel ? No.
42. I suppose that near the Heads the country is very poor? Yes ; like all coast country. I have not 
been far inland ; but I think that it improves.
43. Mr. Hoslcins.~\ You have been in this district ? I have not been far up the river. I only know the 
entrance.
44. The only persons living in the locality are timber-getters ? Yes; and the people engaged in maize
growing.
45. Are you familiar with the country between the Nambucca and the Macleay ? I have not been across
it, but I know its appearance. •
46. There would be no great engineering difficulty in the way of tramway construction there ? No. 
There is a ridge between the two rivers ; but it would not prevent the construction of a tramway.
47. W ould it not be cheaper to construct a tramway than to expend £74,000 in improving this entrance ? 
It is 9 miles from the Nambucca to the old entrance to the Macleay, but to the new' entrance, which is 6 
miles further south, the distance would be 15 miles.
48. If a tramway could be laid dowm for £2,000 a mile, it would only cost £30,000, as against your 
proposed expenditure of £74,000? I am afraid that sawn timber would not stand the expense of a second 
handling. A tramway might suit the maize traffic.
49. The timber vessels are mostly flat-bottomed, and draw very little water ; but vessels carrying maize
require a greater draught of water ;—do you not think that a tramwray would suit the district better than the 
improvement of the entrance, putting the timber traffic on one side. It does not appear that the expenditure 
of £74,000 would make a very good entrance ? This expenditure will make the stream fairly navigable. 
The channel will not be very deep ; but the depth wdll be constant. •
50. Do any steamers go to the river ? They do not go up the river; they only go just inside the entrance. 
They like to go in on one tide and out on the next. I think the “Rosedale” trades to a number of these 
rivers. Of course a tramway would only get the traffic of the district occasionally, because whenever the 
bar w'as open it would go by sea, because of the saving in handling and in freight.
51. Mr. Triclcctt. What depth of water would you have on the bar at low tide if your modified 
scheme were carried out ? I think we shall always be able to count on having from 8 to 9 feet at low 
tide.
52. That will be ample for the class of vessels trading there ? Yes.
53. At the Tweed, where the entrance is similar to the entrance at the Nambucca, you have constructed an 
eastern training-wall; do you not think that an eastern training-wall will also be necessary here ? On the 
I weed the concave bank is the eastern bank; here the concave bank is the western bank. The current 
always clings to the concave bank.
54. Can you give us particulars of your proposed expenditure ? Yes.
55. Would you recommend the carrying out of this work by contract ? I would recommend the completion
of the northern breakwater by contract; but I think that the training-walls might be carried out bv 
day labour. "
56. I suppose a pilot and tug-boat service is provided at the Nambucca Heads? Yes.
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57. That service will he necessary after these works have been carried out ? Yes. c- w- Parley.
58. Does the sea break over the sandy tongue of land between the river and the ocean? ^
that piece of land is covered with timber and mangroves. The sea only breaks over at the northern 1 
extremity. .
59. There is no danger of your works being damaged by the force of the waves ? I think not.
CO. If you divert Warrell Creek, I suppose the end near the entrance will gradually silt up ? Yes.
Cl. Is it proposed to leave openings between the northern training-wall and the town? Yes ; vessels will 
pass in to the wharf behind the wall.'
C2. Where do the steamers go at the present time ? To the wharf in front of the town. A certain 
amount ot tidal scour will pass round the foreshore, and I have left openings at both ends of the training- 
wall to enable vessels to get up to the town.
63. Will the proposed works, if carried out, enable steamers to go up the river ? If the training-walls 
are carried out steamers will be able to go up the river for a few miles.
<34. Will both the training-walls be necessary to give that result ? No; only the concave wall.
65. If your modified scheme is carried out, they will be able to get up ? Yes.
66. How far? To the township of Macksville, a distance of about 9 miles. There is very fair water for 
10 or 12 miles after you pass Stewart’s Island. The head of navigation is about 19 miles up.
67. You think that the expenditure of £72,500 is a reasonable experiment to make ? Yes.
68. If the modified scheme is carried out, the complete scheme may be left for some time ? I do not 
think that it is necessary to expend more than the amount you name.
69. Chairman.] \\ here does the shipping go now ? The steamer goes to the Government wharf opposite 
the township, whilst small vessels take timber from the saw-mill on the western side of the town and from 
the Belmore saw-mill to the west of Stewart’s Island.
70. What is the draught of the “ Eosedale ” ? About 7 feet.

• If fh© north-west training-bank be carried out as shown the probability is that there will be dead 
water at the Government wharf and at the wharf opposite the saw-mills ; there will be no tendency for 
that channel to silt up ? No.
/2. Supposing Warrell Creek is diverted, as proposed, and that the Stewart’s Island training-bank is not 
constructed, it is probable that enough water will flow past the Belmore Saw-mill to keep the channel 
there open ? I think that that channel can be kept open with a little dredging occasionally. ,
73. The river would then be good as far as the north end of Stewart’s Island, but there would probably be 
a shallow piece from there until you got to the deep water at the entrance ? Probably so.
74. You think it would be well to make the north-western training-bank, but you do not regard it as of 
so much importance as the two works you have spoken of as essentials ? It comes next to them in 
importance.
7o. Does the north-western training-bank rise to the importance of an essential ? It is essential to open 
the river for navigation, but it is not essential simply to open the entrance.
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WEDNESDAY, 20 APRIL, 1898.
ifresrfltt:—

thomas Thomson
The Hon. Prederick Thomas Humphebt. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Chaeles James Egberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Teickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connoe.
Henry Claeke, Esq.

EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
Chaeles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq.

, Thomas Heney Hassall, Esq.
Geoege Black, Esq.
Eeancis Augustus Weight, Esq. 
Eeank Eaenell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Biver.

John McLaughlin, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined :—
76. Chairman?^ You represent the Baleigh Electorate in the Legislative Assembly ? Yes, j.
77. The Nambucca Biver is in the Ealeigh Electorate? Yes. McLaughlin,
78. Mr. Hoskins.'] Are there many settlers on the Nambucca Biver ? A considerable number. There E»1-> M.P.
are settlements at Bowraville, on Taylor’s Arm, at Macksville, and in other parts of the district. ^—*—”~\
79. When you were canvassing the district, did you consider it worth your while to go to these places? 26-^Prih1898.
Yes, I went to all of them.
80. Are there many vessels trading to the district ? Yes, there are several sailing vessels, and the steam
ship “ Eosedale ” used to trade there ; but, lately, “ the “ Euroka,” a vessel of a smaller draught, has been 
engage(I iu the trade. She brings her cargo to the Macleay, and sometimes direct to Sydney.
81. I suppose the cargoes carried from the Nambucca are not very large ? The vessel is always fully 
loaded.
82. What cargo does she get ? Maize principally. Large quantities of maize are grown in the district.
83. I thought the principal production was timber? No, the chief production is maize.
84. Did you ever go to the Nambucca by sea ? No, I have always gone overland from the Macleay.
85. You have never gone through the entrance then ? I have never been through the entrance, but I have 
been to the entrance.
86. What sort of an entrance is there ? The entrance is not good now. There are about 6 miles of sandy 
beach to the south, which renders the navigation difficult. I think that when the training-walls are 
completed there will be a very fair entrance.
87. The Government has already carried out some works on the river? Yes; it had spent about 
£5,000 when I was there last.
88. The money has been spent principally in making a training-wall? Yes, in making ihe northern
training-wall. gg .
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J- 89. Has this wall improved the entrance so far ? I think so ; hut there has not been enough of it made 
Es Mp’ ena^e me to speak with confidence.

8(^ ’a ' * 90. What is the opinion of the people trading there ? They think that the work when carried out will 
20AprilJ898. §oocj entrance.

91. Ihe alluvial flats there are not very large ? Yes ; they are large.
92. They are nothing like the flats on the Macleay ? The district is not as large as the Macleay district, 
but there is a lot of fine land on the 'Hambucca. .
93. Do you think the people would object to pay moderate tonnage dues if the improvement of the river 
were effected by this scheme ? They would not object to pay tonnage dues if similar dues were charged 
on the Clarence, the .Richmond, and on other rivers where similar works have been carried out. Of 
course, if dues were not charged on those rivers, the people on the Nambucca would also expect to go free.
94. The Nambucca is only about 9 miles from the Macleay? About 9 miles by sea, and about 12 miles 
overland. The country between the two rivers is hilly.
95. Would it not be better, in the interests of the residents on the river, instead of spending so much 
money in improving the entrance to the river, to make a tramway to the Macleay, so that they could send 
their produce away from the Macleay? I think that such a tramway would cost a very large sum of 
money, and the extra handling would make the cost of transit too high.
96. I suppose that a depth of 7 or 8 feet of water at the entrance would suffice for the traffic ? I think 
so. I think that if they could get that they would not complain very much.
97. Mr. Humphery.~\ Do you know anything about the trade of the district ? There are two saw-mills 
there, and a large quantity of maize is grown on the river. They are always complaining that they are 
unable to get to market at the proper time, because of the state of the entrance.
98. What disabilities do the residents labour under at the present time ? They cannot always send their
produce to Sydney regularly. -
99. Is that owing to the bad state of the bar ? Yes ; sometimes they are bar-bound for months.
100. What is the difference between the depth of water on the bar and the depth of water between the 
bar and where the settlement is ? I am told that sometimes there is only about 4 feet of water on the 
bar, but that after you get inside the entrance there is plenty of water. The river is navigable close up 
to Bowra, with ordinary dredging. The difficulty is at the entrance.
101. You are not prepared to express an opinion as to whether the proposed works would be effective ? 
It seems to me that they will be as successful as the works at the Bellinger have been. They very much 
resemble the Bellinger works.
102. Do you know what the population of the Nambucca district is ? I cannot say exactly, but I know 
that it is scarcely as large as the population on the Bellinger.
103. How many voters are there on the electoral roll ? I fancy that there must be about 300 on the
Nambucca. There are settlements at Bowraville, Taylor’s Arm, Macksville, Warrell Creek, Argent’s Hill, 
and at other places. .
104. The people residing at all these places are served by the river ? Yes ; it would never pay them to 
cart their produce to the Macleay.
105. Mr. Lee.'] I believe that Goff’s Harbour, the Bellinger, the Nambucca, and the Macleay are all within 
your Electorate ? Yes.
106. Do you know what the Glovernment expenditure at Coff’s Harbour has been ? I cannot say exactly.
107. Exclusive of that expenditure, it is proposed to spend on the Bellinger, the Nambucca, and the 
Macleay the sum of £216,500. Considering that the Bellinger is only about 8 miles from the Nambucca, 
and the Nambucca only 12 or 14 miles from the Macleay, do you not think it would be better to improve 
only one entrance and to give communication by railway from the other places to that entrance ? No ;
I think that it would be better to keep all the river entrances open.
108. Do you think that the importance of the three rivers named is sufficient to justify the expenditure of 
so large an amount? I do. 1 believe that the population of these places would increase very rapidly if 
they were given regular communication with Sydney.
109. Are you prepared to offer any suggestion whereby this proposed expenditure could be lessened ? I 
think you must improve all these entrances.
110. Do you hold the opinion that the produce of the district would not stand railway freight to a port ?
I think that the extra handling which would be necessary would deprive the producers of all profit.
111. Has it not been found that the most convenient -way of dealing with the maize traffic is to send it 
down the river on a drogher and tranship it to the steamer ? Yes, that is what they do with it. If a 
railway such as you propose were constructed, there would not be enough traffic for a daily train, and 
whenever the river entrances were good the produce would go by river.
112. Would the interests of the residents be served if the improvement of these entrances were abandoned 
and the North Coast railway made ? Yes ; but in the meanwhile, what would happen to the unfortunate 
people—they have no chance of getting a North Coast railway for the next seven years.
113. If there were a North Coast railway, could they afford to send their maize to Sydney by it? Yes. 
People send maize to Sydney by rail from G-undagai, which is a longer distance, and it costs them less than 
it costs to send maize by steamer from the Nambucca. The North Coast Company charge Is. 6d. a bag 
freight from the Nambucca.
114. That is 15s. a ton ? Yes. If they had to wait fora North Coast railway they would abandon their
holdings. .
115. Supposing the entrances were improved, and that afterwards the North Coast railway were made, 
would not the steamer competition rob the railway of the traffic ? I do not think so, any more than the 
Hunter River steamers rob the Newcastle line of its traffic. I believe that there would be traffic for both 
the steamer and the railway.
116. Only a limited quantity of maize is grown in the district;—if that traffic were divided between the 
railway and the steamers, neither of them would pay ? “Well, the passenger traffic would increase five
fold if there were a railway. A number of people in that district have never been to Sydney. They will 
not travel by the small steamers, because they are afraid of the risk and tbe discomforts of the voyage.
I have seen people 23 and 24 years of age who have never been to Sydney. .
117. I want to make sure that any money spent on the improvement of these rivers will not be wasted ?
I do not think it will. The keeping open of the rivers must always be of advantage to the district.

6 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.
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118. Do you hold the opinion that whether the North Coast railway is or is not made, it is of importance J- ’ 
to the Colony that these river entrances should be kept open ? Tes ; it may be that the people may want McLaugWin, 
to send their produce elsewhere than to Sydney—to the north, or to New Zealand, for example. They
are exporting timber from the district to England at the present time. The sailing vessels, when they 20April 1898. 
load, go straight away to England without coming to Sydney. ’ ’
119. If this scheme were carried out it would only give a sufficient depth of water to enable small vessels
to enter the river ? I understand that it would give a depth of 8 or 9 feet, and you do not know how 
much more you might get later on. It is expected that the entrance will improve after the works have 
been carried out. ~
120. What capacity for development has the district ? It will grow everything that can be grown in
any part of New South Wales. It is a very good fruit-growing district. Citrus fruits do remarkably 
well there. ' .
121. What is the probability of agriculture on a larger scale ;—is there land for it? There is a large 
quantity of really good land.
122. Is it available for settlement ? Tes ; there is still a large quantity of Crown land.
123. Has not all the good land been alienated ? No. Only the other day I received a petition asking .
that a reserve might be thrown open for selection. A large number of families want to take up land there,
but the Crown has not yet thought fit to offer it for sale.
121. Tou think that the proposed expenditure is both necessary and justifiable ? Tes ; I do not see any 
escape from it.

Patrick Hogan, sworn, and examined :—
125. Chairman.'] Tou are at present residing in Sydney ? Tes. . p Hogan
126. Tou are in business here ? Tes. * ^
127. Tou at one time represented the Nambucca district in the Legislative Assembly ? Tes. 20April,1898.
128. Mr. O'Connor.] Eor many years you have carried on the business of a commission agent in Sydney ?
Tes.
129. Mr. Hmnphery.] I understand that you are familiar with the whole of the district which will be
served by the proposed work ? Tes. '
130. Erom what part of the Nambucca district does the principal traffic come? Bowraville is the principal 
township. It is the Government township.
131. What facilities have the settlers of the district for getting their produce to market at the present 
time ? They can only use the ocean steamer.
132. There is no other way of getting to Sydney than by steamer ? TTnless you come overland by road.
133. What is the distance overland ? I daresay it is 280 miles. "
131. And the expense of coming overland would be much greater than the expense of coming by sea ?
Tes.
185. Under what disabilities do the people there now labour in regard to the disposal of their produce ?
They labour under the disability of a bad harbour. The entrance to the river is always bad, more or less.
136. A good entrance is all that they require to enable them to make the best use of their land and to 
dispose of their produce to the greatest advantage ? I do not know of any other way in which their wants 
can be better served than by the improvement of the river entrance. ■
137. Does your knowledge of the river enable you to express an opinion as to whether the proposed
harbour works would be effective in providing a good entrance ? I am thoroughly satisfied that vou can 
make the entrance sufficiently good for the trade of the district. v
138. Can.you say from personal experience that the traffic of the district has at times been stopped by
the defective character of the entrance ? Tes ; the “ Eosedale ” has not been to the river for the last six ■
months, owing to the defective entrance.
139. Tou have'been trading with the district for a considerable time? Tes. I have had a thorough
knowledge of the district for more than thirty years. ‘
140. What is the extent of the trade of the district ? The trade of the Nambucca is pretty well on all- 
fours with the trade of the Bellinger. As I said last week, about 40,000 bags of maize are grown annually 
on the Bellinger, and very little less is grown on the Nambucca. Pigs and poultry are also produced 
there, and the timber trade is considerable.
141. Approximately, what is the value of the produce coming from the district ? It would be worth more 
than £40,000 or £50,000 a year. I should say that the value of the maize produced in the district would 
be between £20,000 and £30,000 a year.
142. What is the value of the goods sent to the district ? I am satisfied that £10,000 worth of goods is 
sent to the district annually.
143. Then £50,000 would approximately represent the annual value of the trade of the district? I venture 
to think that it would be nearer the mark to say £100,000. It must be worth between £50,000 and£l00,000 
per annum, if you included timber and other products.
144. With an improvement of the entrance, do you think that, the steamship rates would be reduced ?
The company undertook to bring maize from the Bellinger at 10s. a ton, if the entrance were improved so 
as to enable their steamer to enter and leave the river with safety, and to load up fully each trip. I fancy 
they would make the same reduction if the Nambucca were similarly improved.
145. Steamers would then go to the river more frequently ? Tes. The company has had to build a vessel
ofjlight draught for the trade of this river, because there is not enough water to let the “Eosedale,” which 
draws 7 ft. 6 in., go in and out. ~
146. What is the name of the vessel you refer to ? The “ Euroka.”
147. Is she the only vessel trading to the river? The only steamer.
148. Do many sailing vessels go there? There are five or six, or more, used in connection with the timber 
trade.
149. Has that trade been regarded as profitable ? Tes ; the timber trade has been established there for 
more than twenty years.
150. Has it developed in that time ? Tes ; there has been a large development. There are at least three 
mills there now.

151,
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151. Can you say from personal knowledge that the population of the district has increased during the 
last six or seven years ? It has increased.

20Apnl,1898. -[52. And has the trade of the district substantially increased during this time ? Tes.
153. Are there a greater number of storekeepers in the district now than there used to be ? Tes.
154. Is there much land still available for settlement ? I fancy that on the arms of the river, and up at 
the head, there is land available for settlement.
155. Is it likely that dairying will be carried on in the district to any extent? Just as on the Macleay
and on the Bellinger, so on the Tambucca the people are going in for mixed farming. Creameries have 
been established there, and on nearly every farm they milk cows as well as grow grain. _ _
156. Is the land suitable for dairying, except on the flats ? Tes ; there is a very large area of good dairying 
land there, though I cannot say whether it has been selected. The land there is all good grazing country, 
even though it may not all be suitable for maize-growing.
157. Seeing that the trade of the district is worth only something over £50,000 a year, do you think that
the expenditure of £72,500 upon the improvement of the river entrance is justifiable ? I have a thorough 
knowledge of the work now proceeding. I was there very recently, and I made a thorough examination 
of it. In my opinion a good harbour could be made for considerably less than the sum you named. The 
work already carried out is of a thoroughly substantial character. _
158. That is the work shown in black on the plan? Tes. The work has been well carried on so far.
When the southern training-wall is made, I fancy that there will be a sufficient depth of water for the 
ocean steamer. , .
159. Would the works you refer to produce a sufficiently strong scour at the entrance ? In my opinion 
the scour created would give a sufficient depth of water for the trade of the district.
160. Of course you are aware that the Departmental evidence does not agree with your evidence upon
this point? I am well aware of that. In my opinion the resources of the Colony do not warrant the 
carrying out of so large a scheme as the Department has put forward. A good entrance can be made for 
a much smaller sum of money. _
161. What work do you consider necessary ? I think that the works proposed on the southern side are
too large, and more than the district warrants. '
162. What is your opinion upon the suggestion to make a railway to the Macleay ? I think that nothing short 
of an improvement of the river entrance will suit this district.
163. If the river entrances are improved, do you think that the North Coast railway will be unnecessary ? 
The best thing you can do for the people on the North Coast is to improve their river entrances and thus 
give them access to Sydney by sea.
164. That is the cheapest highway that you can provide for them ? Tes.
165. Tou think that if the river entrances are improved, the construction of a railway will be unnecessary ? 
I do not know what the local opinion is ; but in my judgment the railway is a secondary consideration.
166. Mr. Clarke.'] Is the “Euroka” the only steamer trading to the Nambucca at the present time? Tes.
167. What do the sailing vessels which trade there carry ? They bring away sawn hardwood.
168. Is the cedar trade at an end there ? Not quite; but very little cedar is sent from there now.
169. I suppose the trees are too far back from the river ? The price does not justify the expense of 
drawing the timber.
170. At one time a large quantity of cedar came from that district ? Tes.
171. The value of the maize trade fluctuates with the price of maize in Sydney ;—last year maize was 
low in price ? In my opinion the value of last year’s output of maize was between £20,000 and £30,000.
172. The price of maize is not now quite so good as it was ? I think that it would be about the same as 
last year. This year has been an exceptionally good one, and the produce of all these northern districts 
has increased about 25 per cent.
173. In the event of the river entrance being improved, I suppose the freights will be reduced? I 
think so.
174. Mr. Lee.] In round figures the freight paid on maize brought from the Nambucca last year would 
be about £300? About that.
175. If 3 per cent, were charged upon the proposed works, that would come to £2,170 per anum, or nearly 
the value of the annual freight ? Tes.
176. I suppose it is in view of figures like these that you expressed the opinion that the cheaper works 
would do ? My opinion is that less expenditure would do ; but, of course, I am not an engineer.
177. It would appear from the figures before us that the trade of the district is not of very great importance 
in comparison with the cost of improving the entrance to the river ? If there were any cheaper way of 
improving the condition of the residents on the river I would suggest it; but there is no cheaper way.
178. Do you think that if the river entrance were improved the steamship company would reduce the 
freight on maize to 10s. a ton ? My impression is that that is about what would be charged.
179. The improvement of the entrance would be of little advantage to the local residents if they got no 
reduction in freight ? It would be of great advantage to them to have a safe entrance, even if they got 
no reduction in freight. I have known the people there to be in a state of starvation, because of tho 
want of access to market. Of course, that has not occurred lately.
180. I believe that as a matter of fact the steamer is now rarely detained for more than ten days ? Tery 
rarely.
181. And then only occasionally ? Tes.
182. How can we give relief to these people unless we give them cheaper freights and a good entrance ?
I do not know of any other way than that now under consideration. -
183. 8upposing the proposed works are carried out, and a considerable reduction of freight takes place, 
would not that leave the coast clear for the consideration of the advisability of imposing a tonnage rate 
to recoup the State for its expenditure ? I think it would be manifestly unfair to levy tonnage rates upon 
the people of this district alone, because they have not had the advantage of the public expenditure that 
has been given to people in other places. They are entitled to these works in equity and fairness.
184. And they are entitled, you think, to have them carried out at once? Tes. I think that they are 
going on now very successfully, and I think that long before £70,000 has been expended you will be 
satisfied with the results obtained.
185. Do you think that if a good entrance is made the population of the district will double itself within
a reasonable time ? I do not think it will double itself. 186.
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186. Say within ten or fifteen years ? I do not think there is room for the population to double itself. P- Hogan.
There are 400 electors in that portion of the district, nearly all of whom are settlers. The employees at A ~\ 
the timber mills of course are exceptions. ' 20 April, 1898.
187. There would at any rate be a marked increase in the population? Yes. There is room for an
increase in the population. .
188. .Mr. FeganJ] Has the work already done been of any assistance to navigation ? Not much up to the 
present time.
189. The contract was let in 1894, and they, have been working there for more than two years ? I did
not think it was so long. .
190. At any rate you say that so far there has not been much improvement? I do not think that a good 
result will be obtained until the southern breakwater is constructed, and the scour is confined.
191. Can you suggest any way in which the design of the work can be improved ? The southern training- 
wall is the principal wall to be made. The work on the Nambucca will not be as expensive as the work on 
the Bellinger, and not one-fourth of £70,000 has been spent on the Bellinger.
192. The main channel on the Bellinger is not so much exposed as are portions of the Nambucca? Both 
rivers are on all-fours so far as exposure is concerned; but the Nambucca has a northern headland, while 
the Bellinger has not.
193. You say that the southern training-wall ought to be made for less than the expenditure proposed ?
Yes.
194. How would you lessen the cost? They only pay by the results. The cost of material would not be
large. *
195. Where do they get the material used ? You can throw a stone from the quarry into the water where
they are making the sea wall. .
a-98. What kind of stone is obtained there ? The great bulk of it is conglomerate ; but there is a vein of ■
hard bluestone, which is the stone they are utilising at the present time. ,
197. 3Ir. Blacky Can they get any of this stone iu large blocks ? Yes, all the stone used must be in 
blocks weighing so many tons each. I have seen stone on the scales weighing 10 tons.
198. Mr. iiegan7\ Is there a large quantity of this stone ? Yes ; but there is not an unlimited quantity of
it. There is, however, an unlimited quantity of rubble, which, I think could be very profitably and cheaply 
utilised. ^ 1 J ^J
199. What is the extent of the quarry ? They are quarrying a hill about as big as Nobbys at Newcastle.
200. Mr. Black.'] Is it all stone ? No ; the stone is in lumps.
201. Mr. Began.] You say that the southern breakwater is the more important.—the northern breakwater 
must be of some value ? It is of great value. The object of that wall is to prevent the water from 
spreading into the bays on the north side of the entrance. When both breakwaters are made you will get 
a good scour. To the south of the entrance there is now nothing but sand and sea.
202. How far can the steamer go up the river ? As far as IMaeksville, about 9 miles.
203. What depth of w7ater is there? Once you get inside the river there is plenty of "water.
204. There is a great deal of hardwood in the district. The hardwood trade has come into prominence of
late years ? Yes, there is a lively trade in hardwood now. ■
205. Can the timber on the Nambucca be compared with that on the Bellinger ? Yes. The quality of 
the timber there is very good.
206. You say that the soft timber there has all been taken away? There is still a little left.
207. But the quantity is insignificant compared with what there has been? Yes.
208. Do you think it would be fair to construct these works at a cost exceeding the value of the produce 
coming from the district ? I think that the expenditure of £70,000 is not required; but I think that the 
place is of sufficient importance to justify the creation of a good harbour.
209. Mr. Wright.] Would you be surprised to hear that the Secretary to the North Coast Steamship 
Company has told us that the trade of the district is only 20,000 bags a year. This was his evidence in his 
examination upon the question of extending the railway from Maitland to Taree :—
1273. Going farther—farther north, what is the next place ? We came to the Nambucca. The trade there is very small •
it is something the same as at Port Macquarie. ’
1274. Twenty thousand bags of maize ? I think there might be more sometimes ; but taking the average for five years I
suppose that the two places would not differ very much. J ’
1275. What freight? One shilling and sixpence ; this is on account of the bad entrance.
1276. How many passengers go there ? If we get five going out and five coming back’, we think it a good trip.
1277. What outward freight ? Twenty tons about every ten days.
1278. What inward freight? I suppose that if we get 500 bags, that is 50 tons of maize, we would think that we had a good
trip. 0
1279. Do you mean in a good season ? No ; in a good season in ten days we would get 100 tons.
1280. And in dull times 50 tons ? At times we would not get 10 tons.
1281. Do any cattle come from there ? No ; eggs, poultry, and pigs.
1282. The next river we come to is the Bellinger ? Yes ; that is rather better than Port Macquarie and the Nambucca 
i3’ Db? Same Cost? Yes’ 1 may mentlon> t0 giv® you an idea of the trade, that a boat like the “Coraki,” which carries

about 160 tons, does the whole of the trade of the three rivers.
? He was speaking of flood years ; I am speaking of this year and last year. -
210. He said that the average export of maize was 20,000 bags ? Taking bad years with good years, up
to the time he was speaking of, the average export of maize from the district might have been 20,000 bags, 
but for the last year and the present one the average would be nearer 40,000 bags. ’ '
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FRIDAY, 22 APRIL, 1898.
present:—

THOMAS THOMSON EWING, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery. 
The Hon. James Hoskins.
The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
Henry Clarke, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
John Lionel Eegan, Esq. 
Thomas Henry Hassall, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Wright, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca River.

Charles Edward Rennie, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined :
0. E. Rennie. 211. Chairman.~\ Tou have certain figures relating to land tenure in the Nambucca district to lay before 

the Committee ? I produce a map showing within a red line the watershed of the Nambucca. . The 
22 April, 1898. a]jenated land within that area is tinted blue, and represents about 59,200 acres ; the reserves are tinted 

green, and embrace about 55,300 acres ; while the untenanted Crown land is tinted brown, and represents 
about 253,500 acres.
212. What kind of country is embraced in the reserves? They are nearly all forest reserves. The
presumption is that that country is inferior. .
213. Some of them were not proclaimed until 1891;—not very much good land close to a coastal river 
would remain unselected until 1891 ? No.
214. Mr. Lee.~] The map would show that the alienation has followed the rivers and creeks? Tes.
215. There does not appear to be much alienated land back from the water-courses ? No ; practically none.
216. Are you doing anything with the untenanted Crown land ? It is proposed, to set apart about 5,000
acres at the head of Taylor’s Arm for settlement. There is another area of 4,500 acres in the parish of 
Denison, running back from the same arm of the river for 3 or 4 miles, which it is also proposed to 
set apart. .
217. Why have you selected these isolated portions of land for settlement ? I presume that the District 
Surveyor has picked out the land which he thought most likely to be applied for. There is another small 
area of 700 acres, 3 miles north-west of Nambucca, which it is proposed to set apart for settlement, and 
im area of 6,000 acres at Warrell Creek near Scott’s Head, which it is proposed to set apart.
2L8. Has that land been held under reserve ? No ; it is open country.
219. Do you know the land revenue of the district? No; I have not got those figures.

G. C. Yeo. 

22ApriU898.

George Charles Teo, draftsman, Stock Branch, Department of Mines, sworn, and examined:—
220. Mr. Clarice.'] Have you a statement to make to the Committee in reference to the number of stock 
in the Nambucca district? Tes ; it is as follows :—■

Description of Area to include the undermentioned Stock.
Commencing at the mouth of the Nambucca River, on the sea-coast, and bounded thence by that sea-coast north-easterly 
about 5 miles ; thence by a line westerly about 25 miles ; thence by a line southerly about 16 miles; thence by a line 
north-easterly about 20 miles to the sea-coast aforesaid ; and thence by that sea-coast north-easterly about 8 miles to the 
point of commencement:—

31st December, 1897.

Horses. Cattle. Sheep. Pigs.

894 2,822 21 1,866

Increase in Port Macquarie Sheep District.

Horses. Cattle. Sheep.

891
1895 over 1894.

917 1 3

385
1896 over 1895.

659 70

334
* 1897 over 1896.

5,859 Decrease, 160.

221. Do you know how many milch cows there are in the district ? No ; but during the last twelve or 
eighteen months they have started dairying there, so that probably the greater part of the cattle would 
be milking cows. The dairying industry accounts for the increase in the number of cattle in the district 
for the year 1897.

Henry
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Henry Spondly, Compiler, Government Statistician’s Office, Chief Secretary’s Department, sworn,
and examined:—

222. Mr. Lee.'] Tou have a return to give the Committee showing the population of the Nambucca 
district? The information which I have prepared for the Committee is comprised in the following 
return :—

Nambucca.
Estimated population at end of 1897 ... ... ... ... ... ... 2,130
Alienated lands— acres.

Freehold.......................................................... 27,650
. Private leasehold ... ... ... ... 10,275

-------- 37,925
Crown lands ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 6,625

Occupied area

H. Spondly. 

22ApriU898.

Unoccupied area ...

Total area
Area under various crops— 

Maize ... ... ...
Other grass crops ...
Lucerne and sown grasses 
Sorghum ... ... ...
Foot crops ... ...
Sugar-cane ... ...
Tineyards and orchards... 
Market gardens ... ...
Minor crops ... ...

Total area under crop ... ...
Area under permanent artificially-sown grasses

44,550
267,130

311,680

Live stock— 
Horses

Total under cultivation

Cattle- 
Dairy 
Ordinary 

Sheep ... 
Swine ...

5,450
80

5
45
65
20
35
10
75

5,785
4,215

10,000

... 1,070

9101 
1,950 j 2,860

280
Production of butter............................................................................... 52,000 lb.
Production—

Maize ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 255,750 bushels.
Hay ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 75 tons.
Potatoes................................................................................ 165 tons.
Sugar-cane .............. ............................................... 155 tons.

223. "What boundaries do you give for the district to which your figures relate ? The district would be 
bounded on the north by a line about midway between the Nambucca and the Bellinger ; on the south by 
a line about midway between the Nambucca and the Macleay; and on the west by the Dividing Range. 
It comprises about one-half of the County of Ealeigh.
224. In obtaining figures as to areas under crop do you exclude areas under 1 acre ? Our figures take 
into account areas of 1 acre and upwards.
225. Has there been an increase or decrease in the population during the last two years ? I cannot say, 
but I could get you the information.
226. Tou do not know the value of the trade of the district? No ; there is no trade from the district to 
any place outside the Colony.
227. Do your figures apply to the Coff’s Harbour country ? No.
228. Tou have returned the maize crop of the district at about 6,693 tons, while other witnesses have put 
it down at about 4,000 tons as an excessive estimate? "Well, there is a difficulty in determining what 
boundaries to fix.
229. Possibly you take into consideration the country, traffic from which goes by way of another river ? 
That is quite possible. I have had to get my information from the shipping companies. I do not know 
anything of the district myself.

FRIDAY,
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FBI DAT, 6 MAY, 1898.

ftos-ent:—
The Hon. PEEDERICK THOMAS HUMPHEEY (Vice-Chairman).

The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G-. I Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.
The Hon. Daniel O’Connor. George Black, Esq.
Henry Clarke, Esq. | Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca River. ■

Alderman Francis Buckle, steam-tug proprietor, sworn, and examined:—
230. Mr. Wright^ For the purpose of improving the entrance to the Nambucca River, the training-wall, 
called the north training-wall on this map, has been commenced. It is not completed yet; but after it is

G Ala 1898 ex^en(^e<^ a further than was originally intended, it is proposed to construct a western training-wall 
* ay’ ' from above Stewart’s Island, right down to the extreme point of that island, where it is proposed to leave 

a gap, so as to give vessels access to the town. After that break the western training-wall, called the 
south-western training-wall on the map, is continued to a point some distance from the existing work on 
the northern side. Then it is proposed to construct a training-wall from Warrell Creek to close on to 
the south headland. Warrell Creek will be dammed where the training-wall crosses ; the waters of Warrell 
Creek will be diverted into the main river. By the construction of these works the scouring power of the 
main river will be augmented by the addition of the waters of Warrell Creek, the river currents will be 
brought into one channel, and given a more direct course to the sea. It is not proposed at the present 
time to construct the breakwaters. It is considered that the other works will be sufficient to give a 
perfect scour, and it is said that by the construction of the north training-wall the water has been deepened 
already. Now, having heard an explanation of the Departmental proposal, will you, from your knowledge 
of the Nambucca Biver, give the Committee your idea as to the value of these works ? The construction 
of the north training-wall is not of so much importance as the construction of this bit of training-wall at the 
south headland. At the present time the water comes down the river, strikes the north training-wall, and 
shoots over to tbe south beach. The portion of the south-eastern training-wall shown on this plan should, 
in my opinion, be constructed before any of the other works are begun.
231. What do you think of the proposal to intercept the waters of Warrell Creek, and divert them into 
the river ? I think it is a good plan.
232. Do you approve of the continuation of the eastern training-wall from the proposed junction of 
Warrell Creek, to the point which is marked on the plan ? I do ; because the more you confine the wrater 
the better channel you get.
233. You approve of the construction of the western training-wall from one point on Stewart’s Island to 
the other; and of the south-western training-wall, from the lower point on Stewart’s Island to a point on 
the existing work ? Yes. .
234. You approve of the construction of the proposed works; but you think that the small portion of 
training-wall shown at the south headland should be constructed before any other works are begun ? Yes.
235. That portion being constructed, you think that the construction of the remaining works, as shown on 
the plan, would be of marked benefit to the navigation of tho Nambucca? Yes; you can do nothing with 
it now.
236. You are the owner of the subsidised tug-boat at that river ? Yes.
237. Do you find that bar very bad ? Yes. It has never been a very good bar ; but it has been worse 
during the last twelve or eighteen months than ever it was.
238. How do you account for that? That training-wall on the northern side is the sole cause of it; and 
until you get a training-wall erected on the other side, it will throw the water over on to the south beach.
239. You think the construction of the present work on the northern side would have the effect of making 
the entrance more difficult than it was before ? Much more difficult.
240. You believe that difficulty will remain until the southern training-wall is erected ? Yes.
241. But after it is erected, you believe there will be an improvement of the entrance to the river ? I am 
sure there will.
242. Have you a knowledge of the river? I have not been further up than Stewart’s Island.
243. You have had no great experience of harbour works ? Not much.
244. As the owner of the steam-tug, and as one interested in the success of our harbours, as far as your
knowledge extends, you believe that the proposed works will effect a very great improvement to the bar 
on the Nambucca ? A very great improvement. ■

* 245. You thoroughly understand the scheme before the Committee ? Yes.
246. You understand that it is not proposed to construct the northern breakwater at the present time ?
I do. .
247. You think that the construction of training-walls without the addition of the breakwaters will 
have a good effect on the bar ? No ; I think the breakwaters are most wanted. When the breakwaters 
are constructed it matters not, so far as the bar is concerned, if these training-walls are never put down, 
because the flow of water which comes down must keep that channel good.
248. Is there no danger of the river breaking over and forming another outlet ? I do not think so.
249. If the channel is confined between two breakwaters, is it likely to break through that narrow neck by 
the south headland ? It might if there were not sufficient stone. It would do no harm to protect it with 
a training-wall to the south.
250. Mr. Roierts.] How long have you had a tug-boat service at the Nambucca ? Seven or eight years.
251. Do the proposed works meet with your approval ? Very much.
252. Are they very much wanted ? Yes ; the bar is so bad that ships cannot get in or out. A man with 
a saw-mill has to pay so much more freight to get a vessel to go to the Nambucca.
253. Is the marine insurance much greater on vessels trading to the Nambucca than it is on vessels going 
to other rivers ? It just the same in regard to all the rivers. It is 12 per cent.
254. Is it a shifting bar at the Nambucca ? Yes. .
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255. Is it altering every few months ? Before, the northern training-wall was put down the channel ran 
right along the rocks, and it did not vary very much; but since the northern wall was put down, the 
water has shot over to the southern side, and made a new channel for itself.
256. Do you consider that the bar has been improved at all since that portion of the work has been done ?
Certainly not; it has been detrimental to the bar. .
257. Which work do you think should be carried out first ? The south breakwater.
258. It is not intended to carry out the breakwaters at the present time;—do you not think the training- 
walls would have the effect of improving the entrance ? It would keep the channel all right, because it 
would confine the water.
259. Have you been there since the present works were started? Tes, about five months ago.
260. Tou are speaking of the effect of that work, then, from personal observation ? Tes.
261. Did you converse with any men wrho ought to be able to form an opinion on the subject ? Tes.
262. Did they all coincide with you in your opinion ? Tes.
263. I suppose they were captains of tug-boats and of sailing vessels ? They were all practical men.
264. Do you know anything of the Nambucca district ? No. It must be a grand'district, because so 
much corn comes from it.
265. It is a fine timber district ? Tes.
266. Can you point out on the map where the timber country is situated ? No.

.267. Is there more than one tug-boat employed there? No.
268. How many sailing vessels are employed in the timber trade ? About thirty a month.
269. Do you mean different vessels or the same vessels ? They can always get in, but they cannot get out
loaded. To get out, they must not draw over 6 feet 6 inches. My steamer draws only 5 feet 6 inches, 
and sometimes she cannot get out. •
270. Are you subsidised to the same extent on the Nambucca as you are on the Hastings ? At a more 
favourable price.
271. What is the tonnage of the sailing vessels trading to the Nambucca? They run from 20 tons up to 
120 tons, perhaps.
272. Do thirty sailing vessels get constant work there ? Tes, per month. When the bar is good, they
make three trips a month, and when it is bad they make only two. I think the south training-wall is 
very much wanted. ■
273. How many miles is the Nambucca entrance from Port Jackson Heads ? Over 200 miles.
274. With a fair wind, how long does a sailing vessel take to do the trip ? A little over twenty-four hours.
275. Is it owing to the shifting of the bar that these vessels cannot get out? It does not shift much 
now. When the channel went straight out to sea the vessels could try to get out, and if they could not 
get out they could always go in again. But with the channel running on to the south beach, if vessels 
cannot get out they cannot get back. They go broadside on to the beach, and perhaps become a total 
wreck.
276. Now, taking the proposed harbour works at the Bellinger, the Nambucca, and the Hastings, with
your good knowledge of the North Coast rivers, which work do you think is most urgently required? 
Pirst the Nambucca, next the Hastings, and then the Bellinger. The Bellinger has a very good bar now ; 
it is all right, .
277. What are the different characteristics of the entrances to these three rivers;—are they all similar 
as regards a vessel negotiating the bar ? They are all similar with reference to entrance and depth of 
water. The Bellinger bar has a sandspit on each side. It is like a long sandy beach. The Nambucca 
has a headland on the north side, and the Hastings has a headland on the south side. Nearly all the 
rivers on this coast which have a headland on the south side are always the best rivers.
278. Do you think the trade of the Nambucca district is of sufficient importance to warrant the 
expenditure of the sum required to make a safe harbour there ? I believe it will come to that. If you 
do what is there proposed, I believe it will become a grand port.
279. Have you given any consideration to the proposal to unite Maitland with Grafton by railway along 
the coast ? They could never take anything from these rivers by railway.
280. Tou think that the people on the rivers would be better served by being given navigable harbours ? 
Tes ; water carriage is less by half than land carriage. The freight is the principal thing which kills the 
settlers.
281 Vice-Chairman^] Can you say from personal knowledge of the trade of the district whether there has 
been an increase during your connection,with the river? The trade of the district is very much kept 
back by the condition of the bar. The people are now put to very great inconvenience. No dependence 
can be put on the bar. "
282. Tou cannot say whether there has been any improvement in the business of the district ? There has 
been a great improvement for the past ten years. I cannot give you any definite information, but I know 
that a great deal more corn and timber comes from there than did ten years ago.
283. Can you form an opinion from the earnings of your steam-tug whether there has been an improve
ment or otherwise in that period? There has been a very great improvement in the maize business. All 
the maize goes by the steamer. I only tow the steamer out when the bar is bad, so that .1 cannot give 
you a very safe estimate of the production of maize. I think the North Coast Company could give you a 
much better idea of the trade of the district.
284. Can you say, from the record of your tug’s work, whether there has been any increase in the number 
of vessels entering and leaving ? There has not been any increase lately. The mill-owners can only get 
small vessels to go there for their timber. It is a long distance from Sydney, and small vessels hardly pay 
for carrying timber. A mill-owner can afford to pay no more freight from that river than he can from 
another river. A large vessel which would carry a good cargo cannot get out.
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The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (Vice-Chairman).
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon.

James Hoskins.
Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
William Joseph Trickett. 
Daniel O’Connor.

Frank Farnell, Esq.

Henry Clarke, Esq.
Charles Alpeed Lee, Esq. 
George Black, Esq.
Francis Augustus Weight, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca River.

Louis Paulson, master of the steamer “ Rosedale,” sworn, and examined :—
Clarice.'] From an examination of the plan you are pretty well aware of the nature of the 

_ _ improvements to the entrance to the Nambucca River? Yes.
12May, 1898. 286. Have you been trading to the river ? Yes ; for four or five years.

287. Is it a dangerous bar ? It is pretty dangerous ; it is one of the worst bars we have, I think.
288. You consider it is necessary to make some improvements to the entrance, such as are laid out on
that plan ? I am sure it is. We have had great difficulty in crossing the bar for some considerable time.
289. It would be the means of increasing the trade to and from the river? Certainly ; it would facilitate
regular transit. .
290. What draught of water is there on the bar at present ? The last report I heard was that there was 
6 feet at high water, which would mean 3 feet at low water.
291. What draught of water does the “ Rosedale” require to get in ? I have not been there for the last 
eighteen months, because there is not sufficient water to enable me to cross. We withdrew from the trade 
because there was not sufficient water on the bar. The “ Euroka,” which draws 4 feet of water, was built 
specially for that trade. But for the “ Euroka” we could not communicate with the Nambucca at all.
292. Has the bar improved lately ? I think for the last two years it has been very bad.
293. Unless the river is made more navigable than it is you think it will be a great disadvantage to the
settlers ? I do. They can never be sure of having a direct service or regular communication unless some 
step is taken to improve the entrance.
294. The freight is, I suppose, much more than it would be if they had a better entrance ? Considerably 
more. We must charge extra for the extra boat we put on.
295. Can you say that the trade is increasing ? It increased considerably during my time, but since I 
left off going there they have been handicapped very much. Last year they were not able to get their 
produce away till the latter part. It was some months before they could secure a service at all—not 
until this boat of ours was constructed.
296. How does the freight to the Nambucca compare with the freight to the Bellinger and the Macleay ? 
It is a third more. We charge Is. 6d. a bag for maize, which is about 15s. a ton, and we charge about £1 
a ton for back freight.
297. If the entrance to the river were improved the freight would be much less than it is ? We would 
reduce it considerably.
298. Is not £72,000 a very large sum to expend on a river such as the Nambucca? I do not know. I 
suppose, unless some improvement is made to enable the settlers to send their produce away, the whole 
district will become valueless.
299. What description of produce comes from there ? General farm produce, besides pigs and poultry. 
It is maize principally. A great quantity of timber is sent away.
300. About how many bags of maize are sent to Sydney ? Between 30,000 and 40,000 bags, I should 
think.
301. That is equal to about 4,000 tons ? Yes.
302. And what quantity of timber ? I could not say. The saw-mills have been handicapped through 
the bar not being approachable. For three months they had to knock off working through the bar being 
blocked.
303. What other kinds of produce come from the Nambucca? They have gone in for dairying. They 
were sending their cream to Sydney; but I think they have_ had to close up their places through not 
being able to send their cream away.
304. Would it be an inducement to vessels to go there for butter and cream;—would not the freight on 
butter and cream be very small compared to the freight on maize and timber ? There is a lot of land 
which is well suited for dairying purposes ; but unless they can secure regular transit for their produce 
it is of no use to start dairying.
305. Although it would not be beneficial to the owners of steamers and sailing-vessels it would be an 
advantage to the farmer ? Yes.
306. Is it probable that the maize-growers would go in for dairying ? They would go in for both. A lot 
of the land is not well adapted for maize-growing; but it is splendid land for dairying.
307. Is it low-lying land, away back from the entrance ? Yes.
308. It is grazing land, I suppose ? Principally.
309. Would not the alluvial flats still be used for growing maize ? It would be grown on a part of them.
310. Are the low-lying lands in the district liable to be flooded occasionally ? Notunless there is a heavy 
flood.
311. The farm-produce would increase a great lot with an improved entrance to the river ? Yes. During 
my time the trade improved wonderfully as regards poultry and pigs. I could see the trade increasing 
every year, but as soon as we left off running there the trade dropped off.
312. Would population increase if greater facilities were given to get the produce away from the river ?
I am sure it would. ‘
313. Is it advisable to carry out the improvements shown on the plan ? I reckon the plan is a very good
one ; it would meet the requirements of the place. On the northern side of the entrance there is a rocky 
headland. The channel used to come very close to the rocks, and we lost one of our steamers there, the 
“Wellington.” 314.

L. Paulson. 285. Mr. 
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314. Mr. Lee.'] Is the entrance difficult owing to the shallowness of the water ? Tes. At times we used L- Paulson,
to have a fair depth of water on the bar, hut the channel was very close to the rocks on the north head
land. At other times the trouble was inside the entrance. Owing to the flats in- the river there was no 12 1898-
scour on the bar.
315. Has the piece of training-wall which has been constructed on the northern side improved the wTater 
on the bar ? Not as yet. I think the current strikes that training-wall and then shoots over to the 
south side.
316. Will not the western training-wall wonderfully improve the entrance ? I believe it will improve the 
bar considerably, and avoid tlie risk we have to run.
317. What depth do you require at low-water? Eight feet for the vessels trading there. At one time
we used to have 10 or 12 feet on the bar; it is constantly changing. The “ Eosedale ” draws 7 ft. 6 in. 
loaded. ,
318. Have you had to bring her out with half cargoes owing to the state of the bar ? Tes, often. Once
I narrowly escaped a chance of being bar-bound there for six weeks. '
319. Tou think that to make the port of any value there must be a continuous depth of 8 feet on the bar 
at low-tide ? At least 8 feet.
320. I suppose the “ Eosedale ” is big enough to do all the trade of that river ? Tes. .
321. They are not likely to require a vessel bigger than the “Eosedale” for years to come? Not for
twenty years. ■
322. To give a floating depth of 8 feet it means that we must provide 10 feet of water ? Tes. It would 
ensure regularity of transit at all times.
323. Do you think that can be got without building the southern breakwater ? I think you would secure 
a fair depth from the construction of the western and northern training-walls.
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WEDNESDAT, 18 MAY, 1898.
Jfrmtti:—

The Hon. EEEDEEICK THOMAS HHMPHEET (Vice-Chairman).
The Hon. James Hoskins. The Hon. Daniel O’Connor.
The Hon. William: Joseph Trickett. G-eoroe Black, Esq.

Erancis Augustus Wright, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Eiver.

Henry Eichard Carleton, Principal Assistant Engineer, Harbours and Eivers Branch, Department of
Public Works, sworn, and examined:—

324. Mr. Wright.] Have you recently visited the Nambucca Eiver ? Tes. H. E.
325. Is the construction of the training-bank tinted black on the map, going on, or is it stopped ? Carleton. 
No; the contract is still running. We have extended the contract 30,U00 tons, at a schedule rate of
3s. 8d. or 3s. 9d. a ton. 18 1898,
326. The Department, I understand,-can stop it at any time? Tes, when the 30,000 tons are deposited.
327. Did you make a report of the result of your recent inspection ? No ; there wras nothing special on
these works to draw the attention of Mr. Darley to. They are going on as well as could be expected.
But the stone is of a decidedly inferior character; it never was good.
328. Where are you obtaining the stone from? From the headland just at the root of the wall.
329. Is there any other stone obtainable in the district ? Not within a reasonable distance. It is just .
possible that we might get good stone up Warrell Creek.
330. What is the nature of the stone ? It is a rotten slate ; it is very poor.
331. Is it affected by the action of the water ? It gets a slimy grass weed on it at once which protects it.
I should like to use much better stuff.
332. I should have thought that the slate would open out under the action of the water? No.
333. Can you get blocks of any size ? Up to 3 or 4 tons.
334. Are they likely to remain intact, or will they separate ? They are standing fairly well in the work, 
better than you would expect from looking at the stone in the headland. I looked into that matter very 
carefully.
335. Although it is not of the best quality, still you think that it will answer the purpose ? It is serving 
the purpose fairly well. The contractor is going down deeper, and it seems to be somewhat better in the 
lower beds.
336. Will you give the Committee some idea of the proposed stoppage of the waters of Warrell Creek, and 
the channel which leads into the main stream ? That is a very useful part of the scheme. It is to divert 
the waters of Warrell Creek into the main river at the upper end of our wTork.
337. The proposal is to cut a canal and then to dam the creek ? Tes ; it will secure the advantage of a 

. double scour.
338. Do you think tbe proposed training-wall in front of Stewart Island is a necessity ? I do. I would 
rather see that north training-bank to the east of Stewart Island built than this cutting made. I consider 
that to be the most important training-wall after the present one is extended.
339. It will have the effect of shooting the scour against the training-wall in progress ? Exactly ; instead 
of allowing it to wander around this irregular bay as it does at present.
340. Is it advisable to allow that channel to exist on the western side of Stewart Island ? There is a saw
mill in there. We would interfere with their rights if it was not kept open.
341. That is the only object in keeping it open ? It is the only object I am aware of. ’ _
342. It means a diversion of waters to a certain extent and a loss of power ? Certainly. Some waters 
will go round the back of the island. I would expect the upper end of this to silt up, and the only access 
to the mill itself will be through the lower entrance.
343. There is another access left at the eastern end of the northern training-wall ? That is to give access •

to
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Carieto'n *0Wns^’P- There are two saw-mills at least in the township. The Glovernment tugboat and the
* Government wharf are in there also, so that it is absolutely necessary that an opening should be left.

18 May 1898. ^ou *kink that there ought to he an opening left there ? Tes, and eventually, I take it that the 
’ ' whole of that part will be reclaimed.

345. What do you think will be the effect of the construction of these works altogether on the entrance 
and on the river itself? We should probably have a channel carrying 10 feet at low-water between the 
walls as far as they extend, and out over the bar into the ocean.
346. What depth of water have you along the existing northern wall ? I think recent soundings show 
from 7 up to as much as 18 feet.
347. Is that much different from what it was before the wall was built ? Tes; it scours along the wallas
it advances. •
348. It has the effect of creating a channel ? Tes ; right along the wall. There is good water along the 
wall as far as it goes.
349. It is not proposed to construct the two breakwaters, as shown on the plan ? The northern one is 
included in the scheme before the Committee, but the southern one is not. The works shown by dotted 
red lines on the plan are included in the whole scheme.
350. These two dotted portions, comprising both breakwaters, are not included in the modified scheme? 
The northern breakwater is included in the modified scheme, but the southern one is not, nor is the 
training-wall on the eastern side.
351. Prom your knowledge as an engineer, and from what you have seen of the work, do you think it is
going to produce the satisfactory results which the Engineer-in-Chief fancies he will obtain from it;—will 
it secure a permanently deep channel between Stewart Island and the Heads, and also have the effect of 
permanently removing the bar at the Heads ? I think it will. It will never be as deep a bar as the 
bars on the other rivers, such as the Bellinger or the Hastings will improve to. That is simply because 
the watershed of the river is so very much smaller ; they have not got anything like the scouring power 
there that they have in other rivers. x
352. Tou still think the proposed works will give a depth of water sufficient to allow trading vessels of a 
certain class to visit the river ? Tes ; I think we will get 10 feet there.
353. That is a sufficient draught of water, I suppose, for any vessel likely to be wanting to trade to the . 
river ? Tes, for any vessel they deserve to have there either.
354. It is a comparatively small district? I should say it is the least important of 1he rivers.
355. Therefore it is not likely to require a larger class of vessels to trade there ? To ; it is a very fine 
timber district, no doubt; but so far as farming goes they have not anything like the same extent of land.
356. The timber trade is always conducted in comparatively shallow vessels ? Tes.
357.. Tery few vessels drawing more than 7-J- feet are engaged in the timber trade ? Some of the schooners,
I think, draw up to 8| and 9 feet.
358. How long is it since you were at the Nambucca ? A fortnight or three weeks ago.
359. Were you over the bar ? No ; I was out at the edge of the bar. It was too shallow to get over it 
at the time with the steamer. It was dead low-water, and she could not go out.
360. What depth of water is there on the bar at high-water? It is about 7 feet 6 inches.
361. Do you think you will increase that depth by 3 or 4 feet by the construction of these works ? I think 
so. We are carrying deep water right down with that wall as we go.
362. Is that channel of any width? It is quite wide enough ; it is from 80 to 100 feet wide.
363. Tou argue from the fact that the present wall is producing satisfactory results, that the construction 
of other works will produce similar results ? I think so. The wall is further out than is shown on the 
plan at present; it is some time since tbe plan 'was compiled. Standing on the end of the wall at present 
you seem almost to have reached the bar.
364. Is there much shallow water outside for any distance ? No, you drop into deep water very soon.
365. At what distance due east from the headland do you obtain 8 or 10 fathoms? Tou w'ould be in 30 
or 40 feet as soon as you are out as far as the headland. The bar is actually inside the headland.
366. Tou get 6 or 7 fathoms after you reach the headland? Tes.
367. There is no possible chance of any accumulation of sand there? No, it is carried out to the ocean
current. _
368. What, in your opinion, causes the bar? First of all, the weak river current, and not being able to 
scour it. It is first brought up from the southern beach.
369. Is there a northerly current setting in ? Wo have not taken any observations; but as a general 
rule inside the headland there is a northerly current—a kind of eddy. The current on the coast is from 
north to south, and shoots directly from headland to headland. Inside of that line there is a kind of eddy.
370. There is a continual tendency to drive the sand from the whole of that southern shore up to the 
north ? Tes ; and across the bar.
371. I suppose the action of' the northerly set-in meeting the outflow of the water causes the precipitation
of the sand on the bar ? Exactly. '
372. Looking at that aspect of the case, does it not strike you that a very important thing to protect 
that entrance would be a southern breakwater ? No doubt it would be better to have both breakwaters ; 
but we consider that we will so strengthen the current by straightening it out with the north breakwater 
that it will be sufficiently strong in itself to scour out a channel to a reasonable depth. At present it 
loses its force and strength winding along that irregular shore. It would act as a barrier ; but you could 
never bring the water to it; it would work to the north.
373. The foreshores are rock along the southern headland ? Tes, inferior rock.
374. Tou think that by continuing that wall straight out to a certain depth the scour will hug it, and 
always keep a channel open? Tes, it would cling to the wall.
375. Mr. IIosTcinsP^ How long were you at the Nambucca during your last visit ? About half a day.
376. Did you see any vessels go up and down the river ? No ; one vessel, the “ Pelican, ” passed out just 
before I got there.
377. Did you see any white men there ? Plenty of white men, but no black men.
378. Did you go up the river any distance from the Heads ? I stayed a night at the town of Macksville, 
which is about 10 miles up the river. Higher up still, on the North Arm, is the town of Bowra.
379. It is proposed by your Department to spend £72,500 on this river;—did you see sufficient realisable

improved
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improved property on tlie river to represent the value of £72,500 ? Certainly, and farms more than that H. R. 
value. ^ There are at least six or seven important saw-mills on the river alone. Carleton.
380. The sawn timber is taken out by flat-bottomed sailing crafts, and if the entrance were very much
shallower than it is they could go out ? No; they are delaved there at times in consequence of the a^’ -
river being too shallow. ‘ '
381. Mr. Trickett.~\ The estimated cost of the modified scheme is £72,500, and the completed scheme is 
estimated to cost £149,700 ? Yes.
382. How far is the Nambucca River from the Macleay River ? From head to head it is about 9 miles.
383. You are aware, 1 suppose, that there is a proposal before the Committee to expend on the 
Macleay River a sum of £108,000 on a modified scheme and the completed scheme is estimated to cost 
£218,000? Yes.
384. How far is the Bellinger Biver from the Nambucca River ? From head to head it is 9 miles.
385. You are aware that there is a proposal before the Committee, to spend £26,000 on a modified scheme 
of harbour works at the Bellinger River, and the completed scheme contemplated for that river is estimated 
to cost £171,000? Yes.
386. Are not these very large sums to expend on rivers within such a very short distance of each other?
Yes ; if you take the distance by water ; but the distance by road from the Nambucca to the Macleay is 
between 40 and 50 miles, and you could not connect the two rivers in any way for the sum it is proposed 
to spend on either of them, or both of them—or for anything like that money.
387. But still, it is a large sum of money to spiend there? Yes. Viewing it from the standpoint of the
distance along the coast, of course it looks as if they were very close together, but they are quite distinct 
and independent rivers, with their own watersheds and valleys, and sepiarated by high ridges in every 
instance, except the Hastings and the Macleay. '
388. You are not called upon and do not express an opinion as to the resources of the district? No; 
only in so far as Mr. Hoskins asked me if I thought the valley of the Nambucca was worth the expenditure,, 
or if it was worth £72,000. I certainly would like to have it for that sum.
389. Do you look upon the entrance to the Nambucca as a place'which is favourable to the carrying out 
of harbour improvements ? Yes ; but it is the weakest of those before the Committee.
390. It is the most difficult one to do any good with ? Yes ; we have very little to assist us there in the 
way of upland water compared with what we have on other rivers ; it is a small watershed. It has a

. headland on the wrong side and other defective points.
391. I suppose that in great measure accounts for the large sum of money which is required ? Yes.
392. The statement handed in by Mr. Hickson contains this paragraph :— ■

There is at all times a strong tidal stream in the fairway channel from the Beacon Rock outwards, particularly when 
v6 extends right across, leaving only a narrow passage round the rocks. The ebb stream is then forced into

the bay under the signal staff, and takes from thence a south-west by south direction, scouring out a channel on that 
bearing. Frequently when this is the case, there is an eddy or slack in the outer bay, and sand is deposited in the usual 
channel until it is completely blocked. The passage in, after passing the outer bar, is then very dangerous. Vessels 
coming in with any sea on are liable to be caught by it on the starboard quarter and sent to the northward out of the 
channel, which is always at these times very narrow.

How do your works propose to deal with that difficulty? We drive the shipping out of that portion 
altogether. That paragraph, which is from Captain Howard’s report, alludes to the hay under the northern 
headland which the channel used to wind round formerly. Our proposed northern wall and northern 
breakwater will cut off the whole of that hay and drive the shipping out of there, and make a straight run 
in inside. •
393. And do away with that eddy ? Yes, and twisting round that hay past the rocks.
394. That would seem to be one of the worst parts of tbe entrance in bad weather ? It is, undoubtedly ; 
and that is why Mr. Darley started with this wall in the first instance.
395. The construction of that wall would he a very expensive part of the scheme? The cost per foot 
run of that wall will cost somewhat more than the inner training-walls.
3,96. You say that one of the disadvantages of this scheme is that the rocky head-land is on the wrong 
side of the entrance ? Yes ; the worst weather on this coast comes from the south-east; therefore, it is 
better to have the head-land on the southward if possible, as in the case of Newcastle, the Clarence, and 
the Hastings. Ail those three rivers are better protected and better sheltered in consequence of the 
head-land being on the southward side. Crookhaven bar is another instance. I suppose it has the best 
sheltered bar on the coast. The opening there leads somewhat to the west of north; it is a very 
well-sheltered entrance. "
39/. That necessarily makes the construction of the southern breakwater an expensive item, because it is 
so exposed to the ocean ? Yes.
398. I see from Mr. Hickson’s statement that Lieutenant Francis, in 1885, reported that “ both the bar '
and the flat continually shift and seldom remain in the same position for three months at a time.” Does
the same state of things prevail there now, as prevailed in 1885 ? Except in so far as we have driven the 
current out of the bay under the north head-land by the construction of the training-wallasfar as it has gone.
399. You think that the work which is so far done has been done to some advantage? I am certain it 
has. There is not the same length of delay now as there was formerly. They still have delays from the 
silting up of the bar, hut it does not remain bad for such a long period.
400. Does the bar shift about in the same way now ? It does shift still, but not over so great an area.
401. Has the depth of water been improved by this short length of training-wall ? I do not think it has 
on the bar.
402. Do you not think that the two training-walls and the breakwater at the entrance would be sufficient 
without going to the great expense of these long training-walls up the river? No, you want to lead the ■ 
river current down on to the bar, and obtain a scour from it. The construction of the two breakwaters 
would prevent the carrying in of sand, no doubt, on to the entrance, but it would not strengthen the 
current in any way and scour out the sand lying between them. The breakwater, of course, is a far 
more costly work per foot run than the training-walls are. The future extension alone of the southern 
breakwater is estimated to cost £52,450.
403. I understood you to say that owing to the Nambucca not being a very large river you want the 
training-walls more particularly to accentuate the current ? That is the reason.
404. How far up the river do vessels go ? A small steamer goes up to Macksville, 10 miles.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HARBOUR WORKS AT NAMBUCCA RIVER. 17
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405. The steamer which trades to Sydney ? Iso, a local steamer or a steamer which comes round from the 
Macleay. The smaller class still go up the North Arm to Bowra.

18 May 1898. ^^iere ^oes the steamer which trades to Sydney pull up in the Nambucca? At the wharf alongside 
' the township near the Heads.
407. Tou want to leave an opening to allow the vessels to get in behind your training-wall? Tes, to load 
at the saw-mill. There are always vessels lying in that bay loading timber for Sydney.
408. I suppose that place behind the training-wall will take a long while to fill up if it does fill up at all ? 
I should think the best thing would be to reclaim it by pumping in sand and to let the township go out to 
the training-wall.
409. That might involve claims for compensation? I think the frontage is all Government property.
410. Mr. Hickson in his statement refers to a complete scheme prepared by Mr. Darley, at the request of 
the Minister, in January, 1895 ; and speaking of Mr. Barley’s scheme he says :—

The estimated cost of this scheme is £i'49,700. Although the expenditure of this amount was out of proportion to 
the resources of the district, he pointed out that a measure of relief would be given by the construction of the inner portion 
of the northern breakwater at a cost of £11,000. .
How much of that sum of £11,000 have you spent ? £5,503. That enables vessels to get in and out to
the township. Once over the bar there is no block.
411. Mr. Hickson goes on to say in his statement: —

This wall would straighten and strengthen the ebb current at the place where its force is now almost lost inflowing 
over the rough and irregular northern foreshore. Another very important part of the work which he considered should be 
taken in hand as soon as funds wei e available was the training-wall extending south-westerly from near the root of the 
northern breakwater.
AVhere is that ? It is the training-wall extending in a south-westerly direction from the root of the 
present wall. ’
412. How much would that cost? £13,910.
413. In 1895, the idea of the Department seems to have been that the expenditure of these two sums in 
carrying out these two particular works would afford considerable relief to the district ? Those are the 
two most important portions of the scheme.
414. Do you not think it would be well before we spent nr contemplated spending so large a sum as 
£72,500, we should expend those two sums in constructing these two works which the Department 
in 1895 thought would afford a considerable amount of relief to the river ? That certainly is the order 
in which the works should be put in hand.
415. Tour idea is, first to Complete the northern one, and then to go on with the training-wall extending 
south-west from the root of the present wall ? That is what I consider the relative importance of the 
works.
416. Would you like to say it would be worth waiting to see the result of these two works before going 
on with the more extensive works, seeing that it is such a very large expenditure for the district? It 
might be prudent to do so. If you are anxious to save, I certainly think that is the order in which the 
work should be carried out, if anything has to be struck out of the scheme.
417. I see it is stated in this precis :

In October, 1895, an additional vote of £5,000 having been taken, tenders were invited for the construction of the 
inner end of the northern breakwater ; and that of Wooden, Rogers, and Frost, accepted in February, 1896, at rates of 
3s. 8d. per ton, for stone 1 to 4 tons in weight, and Is. 6d. for ballast.
Is that contract still in existence ? Tes. ,
418. I suppose that is a very reasonable price ? It is about the average rate for contract work on the 
coast.
419. Were you, at your recent visit, satisfied with the works as they are progressing ? I was very pleased 
with the work as far as it has gone. I was struck with how close the end of the works.is approaching to 
the bar. Although the wall is going out to sea, the bar does not seem to be going any further. In some 
cases we just push it further out and form another sand-heap. It does not seem to me to be any further 
out.
420. Have you had any reports as to the effect of- the recent rough weather on the training-wall ? The 
recent storm cut about 2 feet off the top of the wall for a length of 800 or 900 feet.
421. That loss will fall on the Government ? We will have to make it up. Tou will see that it is not a 
very large item, when I tell you that nearly half of it is already repaired.
422. How wide is it on the top ? About 14 feet.
423. And at the base ? The slopes are about 1 to 1, and the base depends on the depth of water it is in.
Por instance, if a wall were 10 feet high the base would be about 34 feet. We tip the stone from a 
truck over the end of the wall, keeping it 14 feet wide on top, and it runs out to what is called its natural 
slope. ■
424. The material finds its own bottom on its own slope ? Tes ; it is approximately 1 to 1 with random 
stone.
425. 1 see that since the former designs were contemplated you wish to bring the scouring power from 
Warrell Creek into the river? Because we found that the waters of the creek, meeting the Nam-

• bucca at the entrance, created disturbing eddies and conflicting currents.
426. What is that work estimated to cost ? The deviation of Warrell Creek, including the cutting and' 
protecting the sides of the cutting, is estimated to cost £7,240 15s.

- 427. Do you think the extra volume of water you will get from this creek is worthy of such a large
expenditure? We must cut it off in some wray, otherwise it will affect us lower down. That is the 
trouble. We may as well make it assist us when we do cut it off.
428. If you did not do that up above you would have to do something dowm below, to make a side-wrash ? 
Tes, it would injure us down belowr.
429. By making an eddy ? By striking the river current in the side and weakening it.
430. Was this scheme reported on by Sir John Coode ? No ; he was not asked to report on this river.
431. Have agitations gone on for any length of time in regard to its improvement ? Tes; for a considerable 
time there have been papers in connection with this improvement.
432. How long have you been in the Department ? Nearly twenty years.
433. How long is it since they wanted money expended there ? Since before I came to the head office.
I was a good deal in the field on the North Coast in the olden days. 434.
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431. Did you notice whether any particular industry is engaged in except maize-growing and timber- H. R. 
cutting on the Nambucca? That is all. I know the valley of the river fairly well; in fact I know the Carleton. 
valleys of all the rivers fairly well, up to the head of navigation, and in some cases beyond it. I should ^
say that it is the least important of the rivers which are submitted to the Committee. May, 1898.
435. Does grazing go on to any extent there ? There are some good flats about Macksville.
436. Is any dairying going on ? There is now.
437. Not much F I could not say what the extent of it is.
438. Any creameries or factories ? I am basing my statement on the fact that they are erecting creameries.
439. More than one ? I would not be sure about that.
440. Where is the maize all grown—on the river flats ? On the river. The valley of the river is not very 
wide anywhere ; it is a big scrub really. When you get back from the river flats there is fine timber- 
good scrub and a good deal of semi-tropical vegetation. Then up at the head of navigation I believe 
they are mining for antimony, or some other minerals.
441 Mr. Wright.] The mines are not very valuable about the Tarrahappinni; I do not think they are 
working any mines there now. J

The district, as a whole, may be regarded as a forest district? Yes, it is forest land.
443. The cedar in the district is pretty well exhausted ? I think so. I do not think there is much cedar 
fought out now. I believe there is still a great deal of cedar up at the head of the river, but it is rather 
difncult to get it out just now. It is likely to remain there for some time yet.

^ l n0^ them to bring it out? I suppose that is the reason they are not taking it out. At 
the head of the Nambucca it cannot be very far from the Don Dorrigo Scrub and all that good land.
445. Have you been to the head of navigation ? Yes, on all of the rivers. ■ ■
446. In the case of the Nambucca, what is the character of the land at the head of navigation ? At the 
head of navigation there is a nice little township called Bowra. It is what you call open forest country.
447. Is there much agricultural land there ? I should not say there is much ; but there is beyond the
head of navigation. . J
448. That, I suppose, is at such a distance that it would be too far for the settler to get his produce to
market? Yes. r
449. So far as you have been able to judge, the timber-cutting and maize-growing on the river flats are 

. the two chief industries of this district ? Those are the principal products.
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WEDNESDAY, 15 JUNE, 1898.

The
The
The

present:—
The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (Vice-Chaihman).

Hon. James Hoskins 
Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.Gr. 
Hon. William Joseph Trickett.

Henry Clarke, Esq. 
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. 
Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca River.

Cecil West Darley, Engineer-in-Chief for Public Works, Department of Public Works, sworn, and
further examined :—■

30^'nd^31^ 2'C^'S^ re^erellce y°ur evidence given on the 14th April, I find that in reply to questions c. W. Darley-
What will the northern breakwater cost? £29,362 10s. is the estimated cost of completing the northern breakwater 15J^M898. 
the diversion of Warrell Creek is estimated to cost £7,242 15s.
I suppose you regard that as an essential part of the scheme? Yes. These two items make a total of £36,605 5s. 
llien the Stewart s Island training-wall, which it is only proposed to carry up to high-water level, will cost £18,492 10s. • 
the w°ortk We-liebI1£'-«'500S Wal1’ £13’910; and’ addinS the usual percentage for supervision, £3,492 5s., the total cost of

Upon visiting the site of these works the idea somewhat forced itself upon me that the Nambucca River 
is one of the smallest of those which are about to be served by these harbour improvements, and that if 
it tyere possible to save any portion of the proposed expenditure at the outset it would therefore be 
advisable to do so. Upon looking at the works with the other members of the Sectional Committee, and 
with some of t.ie residents, it occurred to me that we might possibly, in the first instance, carry out onlv 
that portion which I indicated in the amendment I submitted, and which was not carried. The three 
^,o0^I^US2fSted-fub-iect of couj'se to-your opinion—were, the northern breakwater at a cost of 
±,-9,36- 10s. the north-western training-bank at a cost of £13,910, and the diversion of Warrell Creek 
at a cost of £7,242, leaving out the other training-walls for the present. Now I should like to ask you 
whether you think, seeing the large expenditure which it is proposed to make upon this river, we could 
with safety, and with a-prospect of getting a reasonable entrance, carry out those three portions in the 

■ first instance, leaving the construction of the southern breakwater, and the Stewart Island training-wall 
together with the southern training-wall for the future ? In giving evidence before, I recommended the 
postponement of the southern breakwater, and the southern training-wall. Taking ■ the works 
recommended in the order of importance, no doubt the Stewart’s Island training-wall comes last; but I 
am afraid the result will not be satisfactory without it; and for this reason : You will notice that we are 
making an alteration in the present location of the channel by moving it out into the bay from the deep 
bight in which it is now situated in front of the township. That will require a good concentration of all 
the current m order to fight against the existing contending forces. With that object I was anxious to 
see the btewart’s Island training-wall completed, so as to direct the ebb-tide well on to the wall to maintain 
the channel through the sandspits wdiich are now in the middle of the harbour.
451. Mr. Lee.] Was not the idea of closing Warrell Creek put forward with a view to throw in" the 
current well out so as to touch the wall at Stewart’s Island, and then throw it along the northern side on 
to the breakwater ? That will be the action of the current; but the direct object of the cutting is to 

ivert the creek and take it away from the point at which it now meets the river, where it causes a most 
unsatisfactory state of affairs.

452.
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C..W. Darley. 452. Warrell Creek is now a source of great trouble ? Yes. My object was to divert it and taKe it into 
r—the main river, making use of tbe tidal influence we get from that and the scour. I am rather afraid there 

15 June, 1898. some tnmtde if we emitted the Stewart Island training-wall, throwing the current across the
main river current. I want to concentrate the current on to the north-western wall. _
453. Uir. Triclcett.'] I understand you to say that you think that unless the Stewart Island training-wall is
constructed the current will lose a great deal of its force P I think it would be difficult to maintain a 
satisfactory channel either in front of or behind the island. _ _ ^
454. If the diversion of Warrell Creek is to be carried out, you regard the training-wail around Stewart
Island as a necessity ? Yes. ' ,
455. Will you give us more information in reference to the southern breakwater. On looking at some
of your other reports in cases where there is a northern head, and where it is proposed to construct a break
water along from that head, and where the southern spit is composed of sand as it is in the case of the 
Nambucca Kiver, there seems to be a tendency always for the sand to drift over towards the northern 
breakwater, and to narrow' the channel along the course of that brealwater. Do you not think that that 
will occur here in the absence of the southern breakwater? No doubt it will to some extent, but I do 
not think the circumstances warrant the extra expense. I thought we were justified in going on with-the 
lesser work, with a view to see whether it would not meet requirements. The channel will cling to the 
breakivater, and, although it might be a little narrower, it will be sufficiently wide for some time to come 
I think for the traffic of the district. I thought we might omit the southern breakwater for the present. 
A certain channel is always maintained there without any breakwater at all. The effect of the 
breakwater will be to move the channel out into better water and less loul ground, and maintain a good 
navigable channel. ■
456. You think that the effect of the proposed works will be to put an end to the sand trouble and that
the tidal action will maintain the channel P Yes. .
457. Although the channel wiil be narrower than if the southern breakwater were constructed, you think
it will be sufficient for all purposes for some time to come ? I think it will be. Of course the construc
tion of the southern breakwater would make the channel more sheltered. _ '
458. Mr. Zee.] It was pointed out to the Sectional Committee by the resident engineer that the effect of 
the present work had been to give an increased depth of water immediately under the northern wall 
more than sufficient for navigable purposes. It was also pointed out that one of the chief features in the 
proposal would be to get the terminal point of the northern breakwater at such a point in the bay as to 
secure a distribution of the sand by means of the current and tidal action ;—you confirm that view .

459. As to the training-wall around Stewart Island, the effect of the diversion of Warrell Creek throwing 
the waters into the main arm would necessitate the consideiation ot some work at Stewart Island; if

, that work were not constructed would there not be a possibility of your losing the benefit of some of the
current and scour ? Yes. . . i
460. The real object of the proposed training-wall at Stewart Island is to tap the current and compel it
to go along the wall at that point ? Yes. _
461. The shingle which exists opposite Stewart Island would secure a good foundation to the 16w level
wall there ? Yes. .
462. If the proposed works are carried out it will be an absolute certainty that the water diverted from 
Warrell Creek will get into a larger sectional area and be taken down until it strikes the upper portion 
of the training-wall ? Yes ; there will be one continuous current right round.
463. When you get the current to the southern point of the north-west training-bank, is there any danger 
of its splitting there ? Not to any serious extent. The current will take the most direct channel along
the wall. . • , c<. 464. It was also pointed out to the Committee that if the channel were dredged a little below Stewart
Island it would act as a shoot or spout compelling the current to strike the training-wall ? The main 
current will go right round the wall. No doubt part of the water will go through the opening you indicate. 
An opening is left there with the object of allowing a portion of the water to get through keeping open 
a reasonable navigation in front of the township ; but, as I have said, most of the water will pass along 
the wall. The tidal gradient will be greater, and where you get the greater gradient you get the greater 
velocity. The weight of water will follow the main channel.
465. At the present moment you have tidal scour enough at that point to keep the channel open . Yes.
466. The trouble is not immediately underneath the completed works, but above, that point, running 
inside the proposed training-wall and under Stewart Island, that is where the water is shallowest ? . Yes.
467. That is caused by Warrell Creek distributing itself over that large area, and by the occasional influx 
of tidal-water? It is due to the total absence of concentration.
468. You have designed a work which will scour out the channel at those shallow places, and which will 
give a good navigable channel right dowm to the terminal point at the Heads ? Yes.
469. You get navigable water to the southern end of the works, and the moment you get that, ymu have a
channel with navigable water up as far as Macksville ? Yes. . ' .
470. Is there not better navigable water lying behind the entrance to the Nambucca than is usually found 
behind the entrance of these rivers ? Yes ; and there is also fair navigation up Warrell Creek.
471. Do you think the scour you set up will be enough to provide for a channel at the opening under any
circumstances ? Yes. If the channel wrere going to close there is no reason why it should not do so now, 
but we find that it does not do so. There will be a better tidal action when the northern breakwater is 
constructed than you have at the present time. _
472. The entrance of the harbour will always be a straight one ; you are relying upon that ? Yes..
473. Do you think any trouble is likely to be caused by reason of sand-bars being created, and making the
channel tortuous ? I do not think so. .
474. You relv upon the straight and strong run to keep a good navigable channel ? There will be one 
straight channel with varying depths and widths.
475. When that is obtained as a bar-harbour, you have got over the greater portion of tbe difficulty?
Yes. _
476. It is the tortuous entrance to these bar-harbours which is the source of danger ? Yes. .
477. Mr. Roberts.'] Is it not solely on tbe ground of economy that you do not recommend the immediate
construction of the southern breakwater ? Yes. ' 478.
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478. It would make a more satisfactory work if it were carried out, but in view of the large expenditure C. W. Darley. 
which would be necessary, and feeling satisfied as you do that the northern breakwater will answer the ,~-A— 
requirements of the port for many years to come, you have thought it wise to omit the southern break-15 June, 1898. 
water? I do not’think, looking at the matter entirely on the grounds of economy, I should be justified
in recommending the construction of the southern breakwater at the present time.
479. As to the north-west training-wall, and the Stewart Island training-wall, they are necessary to afford 
improved navigation to the river ? Tes, for that portion of the river unquestionably. Those works will 
have the effect of confining the scour to one channel, and the entrance will then maintain itself without 
any further dredging. We look to the tidal action to maintain a good channel right along the wall.
480. Vice-Ohairman.~\ Does your proposal mean that all vessels which have entered the Heads will be 
able to proceed up the river beyond Stewart Island ? They will be able to go right up to Macksville.
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SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

HARBOUR WORKS AT NAMBUCCA RIVER.

REPORT.

The Sectional Committee, consisting of Messrs. C. A. Lee (Chairman), Henry Clarke, 
Trank Tamell, the Hon. C. J. Roberts, and the Hon. TVh J. Trickett, appointed on 
Thursday, 12th May, 1898, to “inspect, take evidence, and report with reference to 
the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca River,” left Sydney on Tuesday, 17th 
May, and reached Grafton on the following Thursday. The construction of 
harbour works at the Bellinger having been referred to them, several days were 
devoted to an inquiry into that matter, the Committee arriving at the' Nambucca 
Heads on Tuesday, 31st May. A careful inspection was there made of the portion 
of the northern training-wall already constructed, and the Members of the Committee 
visited the quarry from which the material for the work is being obtained, and were 
shown the method of removing the stone and placing it in position. In the after
noon they opened their inquiry at the Victoria Hotel, and, continuing their journey, 
on Wednesday, 1st June, visited Macksville, the chief centre of population, a 
township 'situated about 16 miles up the river. A number of witnesses was there 
examined, and the Committee concluded their inquiry the same night.

. . The following witnesses were examined. At Nambucca Heads, David Houison,
district engineer ; John Eichmann, saw-mill proprietor and storekeeper, Nambucca; 
William John Whaites, pilot, Nambucca Heads; David Mitchell, dredge-master, 
Nambucca; and William Bragg, hee-farmer. Lower Nambucca. At Macksville, 
Thomas Bolton, President, Macksville Progress Association; Edward Hitchins’ 
auctioneer, Warrell Creek and Macksville; William Ezold, storekeeper, Macksville; 
Erederick Motley, storekeeper, Macksville; Robert Quayle, first-class constable, 
Macksville; and William Woods, secretary, Macksville Progress Association.

In the course of their investigations the Committee drove through a large 
part of the district, and were thus enabled to form some opinion of its character and 
value from personal observation. In addition, every effort was made to secure full 
and reliable evidence regarding the quality of the land, its productiveness, .and the 
prospect of development. Testimony was also obtained as to the advantages which 
vrould he secured to the settlers by the success of the scheme, the probable efficiency 
of the works to he undertaken, and the warranty in the trade of the port for the 
expenditure necessary to bring about a satisfactory result.

The country to he served by the construction of the proposed harbour works 
very closely resembles that drained by the Bellinger, both in its physical features 
and in the nature and value of its productions. The evidence given by the pilot 
stationed at Nambucca Heads shows that during 1897, 39,630 hags of maize, 
2,910,000 feet of hardwood, and 84,000 feet of cedar were exported, while pigs, 
poultry, eggs, cream, and general farm produce of considerable value were also sent 
away, the total value of exports for the year being estimated at £38,922. The 
Committee ascertained that the export of all classes of commodities shows a 
continual yearly increase. As on the Bellinger, farmers have of late years 
extensively engaged in dairying, and with quicker and more regular means of

shipment
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shipment this industry is likely to become of considerable importance. This will 
occasion the clearing and occupation of land which is not considered of sufficiently 
good quality for agriculture, and will bring a large number of settlers into the 
district.

At the present time the farmers and business people on the Nambucca state 
that they suffer great inconvenience, and frequently are heavy losers, because of the 
uncertainty of the movements of the steamers which trade to the river; and com
plaints against the excessive rates of freight are general. The carrying out of the 
scheme before the Committee will, it is believed, result in an improvement of the 
bar which will enable vessels to enter and leave the river with certainty in any hut 
the roughest weather. In this way not only will the benefits of a sure and regular 
steamer service he secured, hut it is hoped that the removal of the present obstacles 
and dangers to navigation will result in a considerable lowering of rates.

What is shown on the plans as the northern training-wall has already been 
constructed, and the breakwater commenced, and it was pointed out by the Resident 
Engineer in charge of the works that if the breakwater and training-walls were 
pushed on simultaneously, the small stone which cannot he used where the full force 
of the sea has to he resisted, and which it is necessary to remove in order to get out 
the larger blocks, could be disposed of to great advantage and at a considerable saving 
in the construction of the training-walls. The work already completed, while bene
ficial, has not gone sufficiently far to make a very great improvement in the channel, 
and it was the opinion of Mr. Trickett that the result of the completion of the 
northern breakwater, the completion of the north-west training-hank, and the 
diversion of Warrell Creek should he ascertained before the other works suggested 
by the Department were carried out. An amendment to that effect, however, was 
rejected by four votes to one, the Committee being of opinion, from what they saw 
of the effect of similar works on the Clarence, and, to a less degree, on the Bellinger, 
that the ultimate success of the project was undoubted.

Eor these reasons the Committee recommend that the proposed scheme as 
submitted by the Engineer-in-Chief he carried out.

CHARLES A. LEE, 
Chairman.

Kempsey, June 7th, 1898.
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MINUTES OP EYIDENCE.

HARBOUR WORKS AT NAMBUCCA RIVER.
[T'.A.IKETSr ZBEEOKIE THE SECTIOmAALi COMMITTEE

TUJ£1SVAx, 31 MAT, 1898.
[The Sectional Committee met at the “ Victoria Motel;' Nambucca, at 2p.m.]

ipasttit:—
CHARLEkS ALFRED LEE, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Charles James Roberts, C.M.G. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. Henry Clarke, Esq. 

Frank E'arnell, Esq.
The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca River.

David Houison, District Engineer, Macleay, Hastings, and Camden Haven Districts, sworn, and
examined:—

Yes.
1. Chairman.] The Nambucca River is in your district ? Yes. •

• vad of the district before the present works were commenced?
a. x ou initiated them ? Yes.
k" wwi ^ave carrie<i them out to their present point ? Yes.
tie nortteYtrSi°XllU.n7iril'i“ 7°’k‘ ^ 7 ProP0“d ,0 “"J "at ? It is ptopo.ed to continue 
tteefi:;^ —-el. on the not,hot,, side

Ll ESizl'f W, ate „i,i,g

ri«r s ft “fir

r„ ™h»", ".s.t"teo fe foSrfff," r -750 f“i

LjSftSScf t ‘ffolSiitoiroif^ ii “ "p ■“ c»— ^
all along that pOTti^SsS^thS^tionhof1! south-elsTgale ^ ^ °Ut' There 'Vere breakS

loreI? Weh"c“~
IQ wl da“aSe to°k Place during a very heavy tide P Yes
thmWn eiSht°£theWalllSinCreaSed wiU you be secilre from effects of the weather? I
14 What will be the cost of increasing the height of the wall P 
Itiat will strengthen and consolidate the work.
iamS? WYese °f ^ W°rk that llaS been d°lle baS beerl carricd out under contract at the prices you have
16

D. Houison.

It will take about £3,000 to fill it in. -

17.
18.
19.
20.

Do they include the quarrying of the stone and the placing of it into position ? 
Now, regardme the north.wo*!. l„„i. 9 nn„ L • . u P0!>lcion .. regarding the north-west training-bank P That is parrofVhTpreTen^propoTaT’ 

intended to be made of stnno of -H-»o 4-i._ i__ i , r, P ^ *Whit hSu ^M6 hi6 °£ ?t0^e °f tb® Same We'ght as *b® breakwater ?'
What height is it to be kept ? Four feet above high water.
2 i ^ t0 !he ranSe of sea ? Very little. The range has come

No ; of smaller stone.

far as the Government wharf, I have heard.

Ik ss - •» *"«
What wdl be the length of that wall ? 6,400 feet altogether.
WlnfvvPiVi, £18’492 L,0s- Thls wal1 will only be raised to high-water level 
What wid the northern breakwater cost ? £27 675 '

97 mh°W l0u the ^ across WarreU Creek ? That will be 800 feet loner.
*£7. Then there is the cutting from 'Wflrrpll fo ^ -v--* ,
S: Seastem side of ' T*°-5 *at wm cosfc £3,l90‘

51 (a)—A

in as
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

30.
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D. Houison. 30. Then there is the stone-facing for the sides of the cutting ;-those comprise the whole of the works 
31M^1898. 3ifewhat°result°do you expect from the design before us ? We expect to get a continuous stream of 

32.^8ItTntended toXect down the tidal water or the flood-water, or both ? Both. We hope to meet

SS^WniTnot your intention be defeated to some extent by the openings at the ends of the north-western
training-wall ? I do not think so. , T. . r, -i . ri„„r,„n-34. Will not the tide split at these openings, both in and out ? I think not. It is more likely to depo
sand inside. . .
35. Will you not lose a certain amount of scour there r Very little. _ j 4-i,„ cwaT.t
36. What is the reason for leaving a break between the north-western traming-wall a^d “e 
Island training-wall ? To give access through to Back Creek. That is the mam channel at the prese
time. There is no traffic down the main river. , . , TW will
37. If the proposed works are effective,'what result do you think they will have on me bar. J
greatly improve the depth of water. .
38. What depth have you now ? 5 ft. 6 in. at low water.
39. What depth do you expect to get ? Eight or 9 feet at the least. _ _ ,, , i
40. What is the nature of the bottom ? Sand. Inside, along the training-wall, we have rock.
41. At what depth? About 7 feet. _
42. Is it intended to do anything with that ? Something can be done.
43. Are the rocks in the fairway ? No, they are close along the wall. „ . , , +llA +rnf]p
44. Will there be a sufficient depth of water on the bar, when the works are finished, to enable the trad
of the river to be carried on satisfactorily ? Yes. P -r i ji al- i ~ p0„f +i.„45. In your opinion could any part of this work be left over for a time ? I hardly think so. Part ot the 
Stewart Island bank would be the only portion of the work that might De left over, and that would breal
the continuity of the work. , , , j •£ , otw46. Would you get the same result, so far as the crossing and the bar are concerned, it you omitted any
part of the design ? I think not. . . t j • j o
47. You think that the whole of these works are necessary to obtain the end desired . les. _
48. Suppose it became necessary to reduce the cost, what part of the work could, m your opinion, e e
undone? Part of the Stewart Island training-bank. ^ ■ o .
49. Do you attach importance to the proposed cutting from Warrell Creek into the mam river . ies , 
that is one of the chief parts of the work.
50 You would carry that out under any circumstances ? Yes. p +i 0
51. Has deep water followed along the training-wall as it has gone out? Yes 1 Bom® IT® 
channel left the wall and went out in a southerly direction, but now it is keeping along the wall, and tl e 
bar is gradually working north.
52. What is the direction of the bar crossing now' ? About south-east. . n • • n tho
53. Are you going to give a straight opening simply by making one wall ? I think so. Ungina y
channel used to follow round the rocks on the north side of the entrance, but the South Spit used to com 
up so far that it made the crossing very difficult. ^
54. I suppose at the present time the worst seas come from the south-east, so that the sand piles upon 
the south side of the entrance ? Yes.
55. If you only make the northern training-wall and breakwater, will not the entrance always be e p
to the south-east gales ? To a certain extent, but wm expect that the scour caused by the river water and
the tide will keep a channel. ... . u i „ p isTr,56 You do not wish it to be understood that one wall will make as good a job as two would make . in o.
57. But it will give a sufficient depth of water to enable the boats that now come here to enter witn
58. It is only intended to improve the entrance to the river, and that part of the river immediately inside
the entrance;—nothing is to be done to the upper river? No.
59. If the proposed work is carried out, will the country have to go to the further expense ot removinb
the rocks you speak of ? That will be a very slight expense. . will
60. But some of those rocks will have to be removed ? There are pinnacles, here and there, which w
have to be removed. , . . . . • •__ „„ +-u„61. Do you know how this work is to be carried out? No; I have received no instructions on the
subiect. My present instructions are to continue the existing contract. . .
62. The contractor has all his gear and appliances on the spot, and can supply the stone at a minimum
63! The stone required for the north-west training-wall and the Stewart Island training-bank would have 
to be punted ? Yes ; but for that work we could use small stone which is now useless to us.
64. Have you sufficient stone for the work at the quarry you are now using ? I think so, tor the worn
in hand. 0 T ±1. ■,
65. Have you sufficient heavy stone to complete the northern breakwater. X think, so. . , , ,
66! What is about the weight of the blocks you are putting in there ? Some of the stones weigh abou
4 tons.
67. Is that the minimum weight ? No.
68. You use smaller stone in between these large blocks ? Yes. , ■.

. 69. If the training-walls were carried on simultaneously with the breakwater all the small stone aim
spoil could be used ? Yes.
70. That would reduce the cost of the work ? Yes. i „ j
71. Suppose the northern breakwater were to be continued by contract while day labour-was usea ror 
the other work, would there not be a conflict ? You could not put both parties into one quarry.
72. Is the quarry Government property ? Yes. ,
73. Has it been leased to the contractor ? No ; he has simply been given the right to go there.
74. Can the Government take what stone they like ? Yes. , .;l
75. And the contract is terminable at a month’s notice ? I do not think so. 1 think it is to go on until
the money voted has been expended. The amount available for the work is about £13,000. i •

2 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.
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VG. If the proposed works are recommended, it will be a matter to be decided afterwards whether they D- Houison. 
shall be carried out by day labour or by contract ? Yes. /—
77. When Warrell Creek is diverted and the training-walls constructed, will the work have any influence 1893-
upon the flood waters in the higher parts of the river ? I7o.
78. These works will not be detrimental to the low land on the river banks higher up ? No.
79. They are more likely to prove beneficial to them by giving a quicker get-away for the water? Yes.
80. Do you consider the Nambucca a rather bad entrance ? It has been.
81. How does it compare with the other river entrances on the coast ? As a rule, it is the worst in my 
district.
82. You are satisfied that the work already done has improved it ? Yes.
83. Inasmuch as the Department has been able to give great relief by the expenditure of between £6,000 
and £7,000, the Committee would like to know why such an enormous sum as £70,000 should be expended 
to bring about a comparatively small further improvement ? We have always had great trouble in keeping 
the channel open just in front of the township here. It is not long since it was all dredged.
84. Do you not think that it would be wiser to continue the northern breakwater to its terminable point, 
and to await the effect of that before carrying out other works ? That is the present intention.
85. If the object desired is attained by the construction of that breakwater, there will be no necessity for 
other wrorks ? The other works are necessary to enable steamers to get up to the Clarence.
86. Could not a channel be kept clear by means of the dredge ? Yes ; but she is to be used up the river
•to let the droghers come down. The “Duroka” goes up to Macksville nearly every trip. I have seen her 
there several times lately. ’
87. Could not the waterway be kept open by putting in an inexpensive training-wall ? I do not know.
We have always great trouble with it now.
88. The original design for improving this place was prepared by Sir John Coode? Wo have followed 
his design very nearly.
89. It would appear that to a certain extent the inside works will bo experimental? Yes, the’inside 
works.
90. There can be no doubt about the outside works because of the experience that has been gained in 
regard to similar works in other places? Yes; the only experiment will be in connection with the 
openings in the walls.
91. How would it do to make only the north breakwater and the north-west training-wall as a start?
We should have to make part of the Stewart Island training-bank to guide the water on to the north-west
training-bank. We have trouble now at the foot of Stewart Island. It is silting up there again, although 
it is not long since the place was dredged.
92. You will have the same trouble even when these walls have been carried out to a certain extent?
Wherever a wuill is made the channel generally hangs to it.
93. Do you expect the north-west training-wall to cut away the sand deposit ? Yes; but we should also 
probably use the dredge there, and pump the sand over the back of the wall.
94. What depth of water do you get immediately outside the bar ? 1 cannot say.
95. Does it shoal gradually there ? No ; I think the water there is very deep.
90. What is the set of the current there ? It is northerly.
97. Will the sand be spilled sufficiently far out for it to be swept round the point ? Yes.
98. There will be no danger of its coming back again ? No.
99. dir. Trickett7\ What is the object of keeping the back channel open ? Well, there is a saw-mill round
there, and other vested interests. ’ '
100. It would not be sufficient to have only one opening to the creek, at the north end ? No.
101. Did the recent.heavy weather do much damage to your works ? I estimate that we lost from 1,200 
to 1,500 tons of stone.
102. That was at the end of the wall ? No ; in.the middle of it. The end was hardly touched at all.
303. Will similar damage be prevented in the future by the raising of the wall? Yes. So long as we 
can keep the water below the wall, very little damage will be done. The wall, when it was damaged, was 
being carried out on a dead level, 4 feet above high water.
104. Was this damage anticipated ? No; we have had very big seas here before, and they have done
no damage to the wall. "
105. Mr. Darley gives it as his opinion that the material you are using is of a soft slatey character ;—do 
you think it is likely to last ? I think so ; it does not fret.
106. Have you any works in your mind which can be looked upon as a guide in tbe construction of the
proposed northern training-wall and breakwater ? The only other similar work is at the Hastings ; but 
there the wall is on the south side of the entrance, and it is more protected. .
107. Do you not think that without a southern training-wall and breakwater there will always be trouble 
at this entrance ? I think not.
108. When the water coming down the north-western training-wall strikes the northern breakwater, do 
you not think it will bound off from it ? J do not think so.
109. You think that the current will hug the wall right along ? That has always been our experience.
110. Were you a party to the designing of this scheme ? No ; I merely carry out the work in accordance
with instructions forwarded to me. “
111. Is it a work that can be carried out by day labour ? I have three works which are being carried out 
by day labour, and three which ar'e being carried out by contract. Daydabour works entail an immense 
amount of bother to the officers in charge of them.
112. You keep open the end of the north-western training-wall to serve existing interests ? Yes.
113. Do you think that the inner portion will gradually silt up ? 1 think so.
114. Are the prices stated by Mr. Darley based upon current prices? Yes ; for these and other works.
115. His prices are not likely to be exceeded ? So far as I can see, they are rather ovey-estimated.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HAEBOUE WORKS AT NAMBUCCA RIVER, • ,3
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John Eichmann, saw-mill proprietor and storekeeper, Nambucca Heads, sworn, and examined :—
J. Eichmann. 116. Mr. Trickett.'] How long have you resided here ? Sixteen years in October.

117. Prior to that, how long were you trading on the coast P About twenty-eight or thirty years.
31 May, 1898. ng. During that period you frequently came to the Numbucca Heads in command of sailing vessels? 

Tes.
119. Therefore you have a thorough knowledge of the district and of the various changes which have
taken place at the entrance ? Tes. 1 have seen the entrance at all times. _
120. What was the condition of the entrance when you used to come here first? The bar was something 
as it is now, hut it was never very bad ? There used to be good water, though the crossing was generally 
narrow. Generally there was 8 or 9 feet of water on the bar.
121. That was before any work was done at all ? The works have straightened the channel. When we 
came in before, we used to have to follow round by the rocks on the north side. Sometimes the south 
spit worked so far north that you could not get out at all. I have had vessels in here for five and six 
weeks at a time, and then they could only get out in ballast.
122. And sometimes vessels have been unable to get in ? That very seldom happened. If the wind was 
favourable we could generally get in.
123. How did you get out ? Sailed out, or hauled out.
124. In those days there were no tugs to assist you ? No.
125. Tou have watched the progress of the Departmental works ? Tes.
126. What do you think their effect has been ? I think that they have done a great deal of good, and 
that they will do more good when the walls get a little further out.
127. What good have they done so far ? So far, the deep water has followed right along the wall; and I 
think that if the wall goes out a little further the entrance will be still more, improved.
128. There is a bit of a bend in the wall;—that I understand is necessary because of the rocky nature of 
the bottom ? There is a rock which used to have a beacon on it, and round this the vessels had to go. 
Ey carrying the wall out in the way to which you refer they are getting 7 or 9 feet of water. If they had 
gone out straight they would have got only 6 feet.
129. Tou think they have gone out in the right way ? Tes ; it is better to have the channel out in deep 
water.
130. What depth of water had you on the bar in the olden times ? The depth varied from 7 feet to 9 feet 
and 10 feet, and sometimes it was more. After a flood it was perhaps 11 or 12 feet. '
131. Has the work that has been done improved the channel ? It did not do so until lately. A spit used 
to form in front of the wall, but now the channel is running out straighter, and I think that when we get 
the wall out a little further there will be a straight channel.
132. Tou think that the scour will be stronger, and that the bar will be moved further out? I think so.
133. Do you think that the channel will go out in a straight line, or is it likely to make a turn, as it does 
at the Macleay ? It may turn if there is no southern wall’to stop it, but I do not think that it will. If 
there is a wall on the south side it could not help going out straight.
134. To construct a breakwater on the southern side would mean an enormous expenditure; therefore 
I should like to know from you whether you think the northern breakwater will make the entrance 
sufficiently good for the class of vessels that are likely to trade here for some years to come ? That is a 
hard question to answer. I think that the tide will follow the wall. Before the wall got out so far as it 
is now the channel went right over to the south, but as the wall was extended the deep water followed it 
out.
135. Mr. Darley told us that if the modified scheme were carried out there would always be a depth of 
8 or 9 feet at low tide;—do you think there will be that depth if only the northern breakwater is 
constructed ? If the water of the river is confined as it is proposed to confine it we must have a better 
scour and a deeper channel.
136. There are openings left at each end of the north-western training-wall;—do you think that will affect 
the scour very much ? I do not think so, but I am afraid that it will block us up.
137. Tou are not raising any difficulty ? No.
138. Tou look at the general good ? Tes.
139. 'When the work is carried out will it still be necessary to keep a dredge hero ? I do not think so. 
I do not see what good it could do. I think the scour will always keep the channel open.
140. The sand banks now existing in the channel will have to be removed by the dredge ? Tes.
141. "When they are once removed, and the training-wall constructed, do you think they will be likely to 
form again ? I do not think so. I think that the current is sure to keep the channel open.
142. Is 8 or 9 feet of water a sufficient depth to provide for the trade of this river? Tes; that 
would allow a vessel of 500 tons to come here, and such vessels will do us for years to come—for 100 
years to come.
143. What vessel trades here now ? The “ Euroka,” but the “ Bosedale” has come here. The “ Rose- 
dale” is about 300 tons gross, and the “Euroka” is nearly as big, but she is differently constructed, and 
does not draw so much water.
144. Can tbe “Rosedale” come here at all times? Tes; she used to come regularly, but the bar got 
very bad and she went away. She draws about 7 ft. or 7 ft. 6 in.
145. It is proposed to draw the waters of Warrell into the main river;—do you think that that would be 
an advantage in increasing the scour ? It ought to bo. At the present time there are half a dozen 
different channels, none of them of any depth.
146. Now you never have a good channel? There are so many openings for the water that none of the 
channels is of any depth. If all the water came down one channel we should get a better scour and a 
greater depth.
147. How far do the steamers go up the river ? The “ Euroka ” goes to Macksville, 8 or 9 miles by 
water. She could go up 15 or 16 miles, but there is nothing to go lor.
148. Is the trade of the river taken by the steamers direct from Macksville ? Tes ; though droghers 
bring cargoes down from Bowraville, Taylor’s Creek, Warrell Creek, and other places.
149. When once you get into the river you have a sufficient depth of water for all purposes ? Tes ; I 
dare say that there is a depth of 12 feet, except on the flats near the mouth of the river.
150. After you pass the sand patch opposite Stewart Island you can go to Macksville, and still further,
without any difficulty ? Tes, ' 151.
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Tes, and they can use bigger boats. That makes 

If they can get 2s. 6d. or 2s. clear, that

?£ a^vant,ape t0Jia''CJi' c^.annel "'owhi allow vessels to go right up the river ? J. Eichmann.
Tes , because the less knocking about the live stock gets the better. At the present time live stock is -s
sometimes kept on board the droghers for two or three days and perhaps a week ; and then it is sometime 31 MaJ. 1898.
on board the steamer, so that it wastes away, and profit is lost. n* sometime '
152. I suppose, too, that the employment of droghers means extra rates P Tes ’
ro onWhat ^ the rate fr°m the NambuCOa t0 Sydne^' ? ls' 9d' a baS for corn, 6d. a pair for fowls, and 

154. Is. 9d a bag would be about 17s. 6d. a ton ? Tes. The back freight is £1 a ton dead weight.
loo. How does that compare with the rate on the adjoining rivers ? On the Macleay they pay lOd a ■

; rfjhe 1i e! !nTer thcy ^ay as much as've Pay; and on the Clarence they pay, I think, Is^ ^
15b. Although the Clarence is so much further north than the Nambucca, yet by reason of its good
entrance the rates from there are less than from here ? in---........, . bVoa
the rates cheaper.
157. "What is the lowest price per bushel that’ pays the farmer ?
pays them very well. ' *
158. Would 2s. pay them ? They could live on that.
159. But that would be cutting things pretty fine ? Tes.
l™er\°L“H h”lpkl“'6 SeT'4 er°W le'’ ,ha“ U"*' °f “Urae' “ ,Ile

^“Ucl1 maize growl1 011 fc]iis river ? 35,000 or 40,000 bags a year
162. Where is it grown-how near to the entrance ? The farms commence about 3 or 4 miles up. One
farm is only about 2| miles from the entrance. 1
163. Is tke district a very good one for maize ? Tes; we hare some very good patches. There are farms
here which produce 2,000 or 3,000 bushels of maize at a time 1
L6.-;,1' the land aubiecfc t0 fl00^ ? Most of it is. Land which is not subject to flood is no good for

Wb°TID^ th0U?h ? W-]11 grow 'vbeat> or oats’ or barley. Tou want very strong land for corn.
165. What other industry is carried on m the district ? Plenty of pigs and fowls are raised. •
166. Ihey are sent by steamer to Sydney ? Tes.
aresentfrom here^r8 ? ^ 5 ^ tW° 01 three faCt°rieS’ but n0t big ones’ Butter and «eam

a6Lf?° y°Uf think if J0U had a, Permanently good entrance the district would progress P If we had 
a better entrance, and rates were lowered, people ivould clear more land, and would go in more for 
dairying, which pays well. At the present time produce often spoils on their hands. Now they have 
sometimes to tane their cream and their milk to the Macleay. I know two or three people wlm have 
done that, because of the bad state of the entrance and the irregularity of the steamer’s visits. If the 
r-'T ruegU]ari the tr.affiP ln poultry and eggs would be larger than‘it is now.

™ at- 0t , lnd.ustry 18 tbere on the river ? There is the timber trade.
so baJhaTW1w£ef»1fidUSt m ?u TeS’ thougb irt bas fallen awa7 to some extent because the bar has been 
V71 M e b,ve m.llls bere once’ and I have seen twenty-four vessels lying here loaded.
ito ^VV b suPPOse there is only one at a time ? Sometimes there are two or three. 
i iro * n i about J50 tons, I suppose ? Schooners of from 80 to 100 tons

isizs™ ■’ ”se“d"w‘?“d
174. I understand that the supply of timber is pretty well exhausted ? There is plenty of cedar but 
tWe is some distance to go for it, and prices are so low that it does not pay to draw?t. ’
X miks T S° f°r thC Cedar ? Eight t0 the head of the river- They have to draw it 15 or

176. By bullock team ? Tes.
Sldnot0paye<lar beC°minS eSpenSivC ? N°’ ifc is Very cheaP’ Last time 1 got 13s. for it; that

H8’ ■, w^at ,s ^,e,b®S? Pay*ng timber ? Hardwood—blackbutt, gum, tallow-wood, mahogany and ironbark 
The haulers will fetch ,n box, but we cannot get rid of it, becaSse thoy will not take it°in Sydney
Jhfrty or fortymene°P ° y°U 6mP 7 ^ y°Ur miU ? GolnltillS in drawers, fellers, and mill hands,

180 And Mr Ellis would employ about the same number ? Tes. There are eighteen men in the mill 
twelve or thirteen bullock drivers, and six or seven fellers. B tfte miU’
181. "What prospect do you see of the country being recouped the proposed expenditure-—I do not 
suppose that the people would agree to pay port charges ? Of course there will be more trade and people
iS hTWf°r ?etr,tlm° on,the land and improving it. That is all that you can expect. ’ ? P

8_. Ihere nill be an indirect return m the way of increased settlement and trade ? Tes The monev 
will not all be spent in one year ; the work may take four years. When the entrance is improved the
disSctsWl1 be °Pened UP’ and yiDS Wil1 S° ahead' Sydney WOuld be notbinS without the country

18A Tt°li>o0ple Srayf-r t!'L! di8¥ct,U Yf ; PeoPlc who were here when I came are here still.
184. It is a very fertile districtr Tes; but it might be greatly improved.
185. It has a good climate? A nice climate.

bonestly belle'-e tbat it would be a more progressive place if vou could have regular steamer
d6wU61Cttl0n alld Producel^ could be certain of getting to market safely ? Tes; if we had a regular 
direct boat we should be much more comfortable. * a a g r
be a greM red^cLon!1'1 Certain communication tbe rates would probably be reduced ? Tes; there would

£ S'lL Ih5»°g " SIKX10 “,e ““tle is not 80oa' b,“
w„;k, J00 the “rrji”B 0,‘t °£ lk“”

uooestion . 1 do not think that such an arrangement would suit. J

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—HARBOUR WORKS AT NAMBUCCA RIVER. 5
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J. Eichmann. i9i. it would be a difficult matter to construct a light line of tramway to the Macleay, because of the
/--- *—"n hilly nature of the intervening country ? Tes. . . ? -YAa iw fir

31 May, 1898. ^ j SUppose your experience has shown you that water-carriage is always the cheapest Y es by lar.
103. If to the steamer rates railway charges had to be added, you would be greatly handicapped Tes.

' The steamer rates from any harbour you might make would be about the same as they are from here, and
then there would be the tram charge in addition. T , . , „ „nl
194. Has the value of property increased here ? Tes ; when I came here six een years ag 1
bush, and I had to clear my way through. The land then had no value, but now we have to pay £o0,
£G0, and as much as £80 for a small allotment. . 1. . „ -rr
195. Tou have every reason to feel confident of the prosperity or the distric . es.

. 196. Mr. Boberts.] Is Is. 9d. the lowest rate that has been paid for maize here ? Tes ; so far as I know.
* If the rate has been reduced it is only lately. ... 44.0

197. The secretary to the North Coast Steamship Company, in giving evidence m Sydney, said that the 
rate from the Nambucca was Is. Gd. a bag? Well, it has been Is 9d quite lately.
198. Are you aware that the rate charged on the Bellinger is only Is. 6d.. In that case their ra e s
lower than ours, unless our rate has been very recently reduced.

William John Whaites, pilot, Nambucca Heads, sworn, and examined:
199. Chairman.] How long have you been here? Twenty-four years on the 6th of next month.
200. Mr. Roberts.'] Prior to being appointed pilot were you m command of vessels . Tes ; 1 had been m 
command of several vessels.
201. Vessels trading on this coast? Tes.
202. Did you trade to the Nambucca? Tes.
203. Then you have a knowledge of the state of the entrance for a considerable time. Yes.
204. Was it subject to much variation when you came here first ? Yes> to great variation.
205. I suppose, for the whole period prior to the commencement of the harbour works, it was not as-goo 1 
as it is now ? The channel used to come in under the North Head and sweep around by the rocks 1 
South Spit would sometimes work right up north, and then the river would break out through the spit
and make a new entrance to the south. -i ■a-l c * o206. Was that channel sufficiently wide to enable vessels to go through with safety. Tes ; ^ 
taken vessels out through the spit day and night. When the channel through the spit was open the
channel round the rocks was shoaled up. , ^ „ j a c -nt al^207. Was the channel through the sand-spit caused by the rush of flood-waters ? ^ ° 5 JJ® ^
would work up to the north so far that the channel round the rocks became shoaled up, and then the nvei
would cut through the spit to the south. , T , ,
208. What depth of water did you get then ? We got various depths I have known there to be a depth 
of 10 feet and 11 feet at low tide, but sometimes there were only 3 or 4 teet
209. What depth of water did you get when the channel came round under the biorth 1^ • rrom 10
feet to 12 feet at times. The channel was generally shallower when it went outside, bometimes there 
was not as much as 4 feet of water in the channel through the sand. .

/ W. J. 
Whaites.

31 May, 1898

210
211.
212.
213.
214 A

Could vessels get in then ? Tes. ^
Tou got them in at high-water ? Tes. a a • o w ri
Has the entrance ever been so bad that sailing vessels could not get m ? Yes, often.
Have they been loaded outside ? No ; they have waited until there was au improvement.
What is the longest time that you have known vessels to wait for an opportunity to come

215. And how long have you known them to wait for an opportunity to get out. Dive wee s.
216. For how many years has a steamer been trading here ? For fourteen years.
217. What steamers have traded here during that period? The Mary ^chrane, drauDht 8 feet 
the “Noblie ” draught 8 feet; the “Fernmount,” draught / ft. 6 m.; the Wellington, draught 9 feet,
the “Eosedale,” draught 7 feet; and the “Euroka,” draught 5 ft 6 m ia^iw
218. Was not the “Euroka” built specially for the Namoucca trade? bhe was built specially for shallow
bar-entrances. .
219. Is the “ Euroka” a regular trader to the river now ? Yes.
220. Was not the “Wellington ” lost near here ? Tes.
221. Was that in an attempt to enter ? No, in crossing out. a ac a- u a t. a i
222. Did she get stuck on the bar? There were 10 feet of water on the bar at the time, but she struck,
and it affected her steering. , , . . , j n * i223 Was it blowing hard at the time ? No. The channel was then close to the rocks, and she struck 
with her keel. Before the master could get way off her she slewed round broadside on to the rocks.
224. Did she become a total wreck ? Tes. . , „ , , . -c -a' a -n225. Has the northern breakwater advanced sufficiently for you to be able to say if its effect will be

226. Are you of opinion that when it is completed it will answer the expectations of its promoters ? I

227. Was not a large part of it washed away recently by the south-east gales? The top of it was levelled
off by an exceptionallv heavy sea during a high tide. , . , ,
228. How often would you have such a sea—once in twelve months ? I have not seen such a heavy sea 

for seven years.
229. Was that what is now known as the “ Maitland gale ? Yes. j 0 ta
230. That part of the wall which is washed down had not been finished when the gale occurred . It was 
finished, but since then they have come to the determination to raise the wall.
231. Do you think that will be an improvement ? Tes. , , , „ T u n
232 Do you think it will render unnecessary the construction of a southern breakwater. I should 
certainly recommend the other work. Of course, at times, the tide may shoot out through the bouth

233. Do you think that something should be done on the south side to protect the entrance? Tes.
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234. Do you regard that as a very important matter ? I think it would be of great advantage if some- _sj^7. J.
thing were done to prevent the tide from crossing the South Spit. The channel now hangs close to the Whaites. 
northern breakwater. .
235. Do you fear that the northern breakwater may be washed away, or would what you suggest increase 
the depth of water in the channel ? What I suggest would increase the depth of water in the channel, 
and would make it permanent.
236. Do you not think the channelwiil be permanent if only the northern breakwater is made? No, because 
it is possible that the water may cut through the southern spit at times. I think, however, that the 
northern breakwater will give excellent results. At the present time the scour shoots away from the 
breakwater for a short distance and comes back to it.
237. Do you not think it would be desirable to await the effect of the northern breakwater before doing 
anything on the south side ? The northern breakwater is certainly the more important work of the two.
238. It is giving a good depth of water in the channel as it proceeds ? .Yes.
239. You do not apprehend any danger of the wall being washed away after it has been raised ? No, 
though it may settle a bit.
240. ^°ur principal reason for recommending the southern breakwater is so that there may be a better 
channel ? To make the water hang to the northern breakwater.
241. Not to protect the northern breakwater from the sea ? No.
242. Do you think that the north-west training-bank and the Stewart Island training-bank will bring
about the desired scour ? Yes. -
243. Do you think that they will bring about that scour without the construction of the eastem training-
bank shown on the plans ? They will create a scour, but not so good a scour as if the eastern training-
bank were made. All the shoals shouui on the map are caused, not by Ihe silt coming down the river, 
but by the sand coming from the sea.
244. Tou know that it is intended .to turn Warrell Creek into the main river ? Yes. I think the scheme 
as a whole is a good one.
24o. Is there good water right up to Macksville ? Yes, once you get above the flats. The “Euroka” goes 
up to Macksville. , • - ^
246. Does she go as far as Bowraville ? No ; she goes to within 5 miles of that place. ■
olio' TrrtW • Y? ^0WraviHe people get their produce away ? They-punt it down the river.
248. Where is Taylor s Arm ? That is the name of the south branch of the river. It ioins the main
arm H miles above Macksville.
249. Is the land above Macksville more fertile than the land lower down the river ? Yes ; it is richer
land. •
250. Is there a large area of good land there ? Yes.
251. How does that land compare with the land on the Macleay ? It is very good. I think the alluvial 
flats are equal to similar land on any of the other rivers on the coast.
252. Are they narrow ? They are small flats. '
253. Are they all taken up ? No.
254. Is there land still open for settlement? Yes.
255. Has settlement increased since the harbour works were commenced ? The settlement on Taylor's > 

rm has been increasing for years, but I cannot say that there has been a great increase since these works
were commenced. I believe that they will have the effect of giving an impetus to settlement.
2ob. Have you heard complaints about the isolated condition of the district ? No; but I have felt it 
myself. Ihe people complain that they cannot send their produce away regularly, especially perishable 
articles such as pigs, fowls, eggs, and so on. a j r j i .
257. Have they not been asking for these improvements for many years ? Yes.
258. Do you think that if the proposed works were carried out a settlement would increase ? I am sure
of it. ■
2j9. What causes you to form that opinion? With regular steam communication hundreds of acres of 
land would be used tor dairying, which people are unable to use now.
260. Is there much difficulty in getting the steamer out now.? No; hut she has been running very 
irregularly. At times she is away for ten or twelve days. J
261 It would not do for her to be away as long as that if there were produce waiting on the wharf ? 
W ell, sometimes she has to go all the way to Sydney. .
262. Does the steamer only come here when there is a full cargo for her ? People in Sydney generally 
C0.^?mUmCa^e wlth the agent here, and when the maize is ready they come for it.
263. Are the farmers put to great inconvenience because of the long intervals between the visits of the 
steamer Yes. Ox late years the bar has been very had. Two years before the harbour works wore 
started tbe bar was very bad, and became bad every winter until this winter.
264. How long is it since the harbour works were started ? About two years last Eebruary.
265. Since then has the steamer come more frequently ? Yes ; she was built for the river trade, and she 
has been coming more frequently.
266. Does she give a weekly service ? About that lately, with an occasional break caused by bad weather,

- or something like tbat. J ’
time ?Gl YesS°0d Weather’ WOuld not a weeklY service suffice for the trade of the river at the present

268.
269.
270.
271.
272.
273.
274.

Does the “ Euroka ” take away timber, or is that trade done by sailing vessels ? 
How many regular traders are there ? About seven vessels trade here now. 
What is their draught of water? Erom 7 ft. to 7 ft. 6 in.

By sailing vessels.

How far up the river do they go ? Asa rule they load at the mills.
Are there only two mills on the river at the present time ? Yes. :
Were there ever more ? There used to be four mills.

Bellinger^ S°me °f ^ millS cl°Scd ? 0ne mil1 was 1:)urnt down> and another has been shifted to the

275. Does not the Nambucca timber rank among the best on the northern coast ? I believe so.
27b. Does much of it go to the London market ? I know that consignments have gone to London but 
not direct from here. > u

277.
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277. Is it all dressed timber that goes to England ? It is generally sawn into planks, 9x3, for road 
blocks.
278. Is any timber sent for girders ? I do not know if any girder timber has been sent out of the Colony.
279. The principal demand in England is for wood blocks ? Yes.
280. Would the timber supply here last for years ? I think it will last for many years, though, of 
course, the men will have to go further back for it.
281. How far do they draw the timber now ? Eive, 6, and 7 miles in many instances. Some people 
have a less distance to draw it.
282. Is the timber trade in a flourishing state ? I believe the mills have as many orders as they can cut.
283. Is less maize being grown here now than was grown a few years ago ? No; more maize is grown 
now.
284. They are not giving up maize-growing to go into dairying ? No ; the export of maize is increasing.
285. Can you tell us the value of the exports and imports of the river? The following statement contains 
an account of the exports from the river for the year 1897, and their approximate value:—

£ s. d
Hardwood, sawn... ... 2,868,000 feet, at 10s. per 100 super, feet ... 14,340 0 0
Cedar, rough ... ... 84,000 „ 15s. „ „ ... 630 0 0
Grirders, ironbark ... 42,000 ,, Is. per cub. foot... ... 2,100 0 0
Shingles ... ... ... 104,000, at 15s. per 1,000 ........................... 78 0 0
Palings ... ... ... 408,000 „ Cs. „ 100........................... 1,224 0 0
Maize ... ... ... 39,630 sacks, at 10s. per sack ... ... 18,815 0 0
Pigs ............... ... 1,680, at 15s. each ... ... ... 1,260 0 0
Eowls ... ... ... Ill coops, at 20s. each... ... ... 111 0 0
Eggs ............... ... 233 cases, ,, 10s. per case ... ... 116 10 0
Oranges ... ... ... 1/9 ,, ,, os. ,, ... ... 44 15 0
Citrons ... ... ... 203 „ „ 10s. „ ............... 101 10 0
Hides ... .. ... 304, at 6s. 8d. each ... ... ... 101 6 8

Total ....................................................£38,922 1 8
286. I understand there are some antimony mines here ? Some mines were working for three or four
years, but the price of antimony went so low that it did not pay to continue. •
287. Have those mines been abandoned ? Most of them. One or two of them are keeping on in a small
way- . _ ....
288. What dredging is necessary to enable vessels to go up the river with facility? All along the 

• outside of the north-w'est training-bank, and half way along the Stewart Island training-bank, requires
dredging.
289. And from there you have a good depth of water right up to Macksville. Yes.
290. What depth of water have you at the entrance at the present time ? The following statement shows 
the variation in depth from the beginning of 1893 up to May of this year :—

Soundings, low water, spring tides.
1893. Beet. Bemarks.

January ... ... 7
Eebruary ... ... 5 Bar channel worked out south. .
March ... ... 7 Worked back to N. Head.
April ... ... 7 >1 55' 5?
May 1 lo 10... ... 5 Two channels—one by N. Head, one along south beach.

„ 11 to 31... ... 3
June 6 ... ... 31

,, 15 to'30... ... 9 Ereshet deepened and straightened the channel to the N
July ... ... 9
August ... ... 9
September ... ... 9
October ... ... 8
November ... ... 8
December ... ... 8

1894.
January ... ... 8
Eebruary ... ... 7
March ... .... 7 Crossing inside 5 feet.
April ... ... 7 J 5 ?J !>
May ... ‘ ... 6 ^ )>
June ... ... 6 Crossing improved.
July ... ... 7
August ... ... 7
September ... ... 7
October ... ... 6
November ... ... 7
December ... ... 8

Soundings
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1895. Feet.
J anuary ... ... 8
February ... ... 7
March ... ... 7
April ... ... 8
May ... ... 8
June ... ... 8
July ... ... 7
Aug. ItolS... ... 7

„ 18 to 31... ... 64
September ... ... 64
October ... ... 7
November ... ... 7
December ... ... 74

1896.
January ... ... 6
February ... ... o 3
March ... ... 6
April ... ... 6
May lto26... ... 54

„ 26 to 31... ... 5
June lto20... ... 3

„ 21 to 31... ... 3

July ... ... 4
August ... ... 44
September ... ... 5
October ... ... 5
November ... ... 5
December ... it A... Da

1897.
January ... ... 6
February ... ... 6
March ... ... 5
April ... . ... 5
May ... ... 5
June 1 to 13... ... 4

„ 14 to 30... ... 2
July ... ... 3
Aug. 1 to 9... ... 14

„ 10 to 31... 91... ^3
September ... ... 3
October ... ... 34
November ... ... 4
December ... ... 4

1898.
January ... ... 5

February ... ... 5
March ... ... 44
April ... ... 44
May ... ... 54

Soundings, low water, spring tides.
Remarks.

Crossing, 4 feet.
35 3}
n •* 2 )>4i
33 * 2 3 3

^ ii

Crossing, 5 feet. ,
1) e> ,,
11 ^ 11
11 e> ,,
i, 3* „

T -2 ” . .

Nothing in or out; crossing, 1 foot.
Channel broke out through south spit; nine vessels tovred out half- 

loaded.
Channel working further south.

Crossing, 4 feet. •

4
44

Crossing, 4j feet. ’

„ 3| „
Channel working north 20 feet every twenty-four hours. 
Two channels—one by N. Head, one out S.B.
Both channels.
One vessel out during month. ,

New channel broke.
Out along the south beach.

Channel working S.E.

Channel working north 
of breakwater.

and following the line of the training-wall

No crossing, 
and improving.
The depths are at low-water springs.

Rise of tide—spring, 3 feet to 3 feet 6 inches. 
„ „ neaps, 14 „ 2 „ 3 „

W. J.
Whaites.

31 May, 1898.

291. Do vessels come in here at night ? No ; but they can go out at night. .
292. Does the steamer come in at night ? Tes.
293. Tou regard the entrance as safer now than it ever was previously ? It is better now than it has been 
for some years.
294. Have you ever known it to be better than it is now ? Tes, much better. After a fresh the river
used to go straight out occasionally. ■
295. Do you think that the north-east weather in summer-time is likely to silt up the entrance ? No ; I
think that the scour will prevent that. * -
296. Tou think that the proposed modified scheme will answer all purposes for many years to come ? Tes.
297. If it were not for the expense, you wmuld like to see the southern breakwater and the eastern 
training-wall constructed ? Tes.
298. That would make a complete job ? Tes.
299. What is the population of the district? I think about 3,000.
300. Do you think that the importance of the district justifies the proposed expenditure? Tes.

51 (o)—B David
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David Mitchell, engineer, and dredge master, Nambucca Eiver, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. Clarke.'] How long have you been in charge of the dredge here ? Since July, 1893.
Were you here before that ? I was here in November, 1891, for five weeks.
Why were you removed ? I went to take another man’s place elsewhere.
What work have you done since you have been here ? We have dredged the river from the pilot 

boatshed up the Bellwood channel, and up the main channel.
305. Has the work done by the dredge proved beneficial r* Yes ; but the river requires constant dredging 
to keep it open. It is only a year and nine months since we dredged the place where we are working 
now.
306. How do you dispose of the sand ? We have been throwing it behind the spit.
307. Does any part of it go back into the river again ? Very little of it.
308. What kind of a dredge are you working ? An improved sand pump.
309. I suppose the dredge is kept continually at work ? Well, we were down at the Macleay for eighteen 
months, on one occasion.
310. Dredging will make very little permanent improvement in the river? Of course the improvement 
done by the dredge is only temporary. The work has to be done over again, continually.
311. Does the river require dredging higher up ? There is good water after you get past the flat at 
Eedbank until you get about 3 miles above Macksville.
312. Do you think the proposed harbour works will improve the entrance ? I think so. We could do 
away with the channel between the north-west training-bank and the shore. Erom my experience it will 
be necessary to take the dredge there every now and again to clear it.
313. Do you think that the diversion of Warrell Creek will be an improvement? I think it will be a 
great improvement.
314. Will the dredge be required after the proposed works are carried out? No doubt there will be less 
dredging to do ; but the river will probably shoal in places after freshes.
315. Will it be possible to pump sand over the back of the dyke, and thus to strengthen the dyke ? Yes ; 
that would be a good way of disposing of the sand.
316. The breakwater already constructed has had a good effect upon the entrance ? Yes ; but of course 
the scheme is incomplete yet.
317. Do you think that the walls on the northern side of the river would be sufficient? No doubt the
improvement wouldjbe greater if the walls on the south side of the river were made ; but I think it would 
be well to complete the walls on the north side of the river first. •
318. Chairman!] You look upon the work of the dredge as purely temporary, to keep open a channel, to 
enable steamers to get round at the back of Stewart Island ? Down near the mouth our work is purely 
temporary ; but further up the river, where we have been dredging through a bank of shingle, it has stood 
very well.
319. You are working now in a comparatively narrow piece of water ; but you have not close indurated
sand to deal with ? No. '
320. Consequently, your work is perpetually filling up ? Yes, to a large extent. A lot of the sand comes 
in from the sea.
321. Does not the sand work all along the southern spit, with an incoming tide ? Sometimes it does ; 
but at other times it seems to run away from the spit.
322. Does the tide take a direct course, or does it go from the northern shore over towards the sand-spit, 
and back again ? In some places.
323. Were you working here before the harbour works were commenced ? Yes.
324. In your opinion have they greatly improved the entrance? I think so. I have seen vessels bar- 
bound here for eight weeks at a time. Now it is a rare thing for them to be bar-bound for more than a 
week or eight days.
325. With such an exposed southern shore the bar must, of necessity, shift very much ;—has the tendency 
of the northern breakwater been to straighten the bar? Until it commenced to bend it did. The water 
seems to strike off from the bend.
326. Is not one of the greatest difficulties in connection with bar entrances the shifting character of the 
bar ? Yes.
327. If any scheme could be adopted to keep the bar in one position, and to deepen the water on it, that 
would effect an improvement ? Yes.
328. The northern breakwater has been designed to drag the spour right round within a few feet of Eocky 
Cliff; that will draw the bar considerably to the north of its present position; this being so, do you 
think that there is any danger of the southern sand-spit working north across the channel ? I should not 
think so.
329. I suppose the scour would prevent that ? Yes.
330. And the sand would be spilled out over the bar into the outer current, and carried away north ? I 
think so.
331. Do you think that the breakwater will go out sufficiently far to spill the sand into deep water ? It 
seems to go out far enough.
332. The intention of the north-west training-wall is to assist the scour, and thus by natural means to
make a channel wide enough for ordinary vessels;—if that result is obtained, the dredge will not be 
required lower down towards the mouth ? Yes. '
333. Do you not think it extremely probable that a scour will be set up from the extreme end of north
west training-wall, right round to the extreme end of the northern breakwater ? Yes.
334. If the work of tbe dredge were confined to that part of the river which passes Stewart Island, there 
would then be uninterrupted navigation right into the river ? Yes.
335. I suppose that the cutting through of the bed of shingle near Stewart Island will not take very 
long ? It will take about twelve months. There are a few feet of sand, and then a bed of shingle,
336. If that piece were dredged, any vessel that could cross the bar could go up the river ? Yes ; so far 
as we have gone we have found shingle, but about the far end of Stewart Island there is sand.
337. You are getting close to deep water again there? Yes; we will end in about 10 feet of water, 
I think.
338. I believe that there is a lot of dissatisfaction here about the state of the bar ? Yes.

D. Mitchell. 301.
302.

31 May, 1898. 303.
304.

339.
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339. I suppose there are plenty of complaints because of the difficulty of navigating the river ? Yes; 
but the upper part of the river is not so bad at the present time. There used to be great complaints about 
the flats up above, but we have a small dredge at work up there now.
340. Do you know of anything that could be added to or taken from the design to improve it ? No; I do not.
341. Have you seen the harbour works carried out at any of the other rivers ? . Yes ; at the Clarence 
and at the Bellinger. The wall at the Bellinger has had a good effect.
342. And the training-walls at the Clarence have been a pronounced success ? Yes.
343. Do you know of any reason why these walls should not be equally successful ? No.
344. At the present time the bar is very bad ? Yes.
345. And at times the people are subject to great inconvenience in getting produce away and in bringing 
goods here ? Yes.
346. I suppose the only way to help them is to improve the bar ? Ido not see how else you could help 
them.
347. There is some talk about making a railway connection between this and other rivers, but I suppose 
there is nothing in that proposal? I do not see how railway carriage is to compete with water carriage.

D
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William Bragg, bee-farmer, Lower Nambucca, sworn, and examined :—
348. Mr. T'arnell.'] How long have you been a resident of the Nambucca ? About twelve years.
349. What is the size of your holding ? Forty acres.
350. How much of that is under cultivation ? I have only about 4 acres ploughed, and I suppose I have ,'1 
12 acres partially cleared. The trees have been felled and a crop has been put in with the hoe.
351. Where do you ship your produce ? On the Nambucca. ■
352. Have you been^ut to any inconvenience by reason of the bad state of the entrance ? Yes. The 
steamers do not run’regularly, so that we have great trouble in sending anything away. It is sometimes 
a matter of weeks to get your stuff away. Tou have to keep your ears perpetually open for the whistle 
of the drogher.
353. Have things been improved by the carrying out of the harbour works? There has certainly been 
an improvement.
354. Have you noticed any improvement in the bar since the breakwater was carried out ? I cannot say 
that I have ; but I think that there will be an improvement when all the walls are carried out. There is 
always deep water alongside the heaps of ballast that are thrown out by sailing vessels.
355. If better facilities were given for getting produce to market, would you put more land under 
cultivation ? I would put all the land I could under cultivation. The lower IN ambucca is more suited 
for dairying than for corn-growing. We have only about 18 inches of soil, but on the upper part of the 
river the soil is very deep.
356. You are engaged in mixed farming ? Yes.
357. You do not grow maize to any extent? No ; I do not suppose that when I get the place well 
worked I shall have more than 16 acres.
358. Is there plenty of land still available for settlement in the district ? Yes. If you look at the map . 
you will find that there is only a fringe of land along the bank taken up at the present time.
359. Is the country suitable for dairying and mixed farming ? Yes, and especially the lower part of the
river. Up as far as Macksville the country is more suited for dairying than for corn-growing, while 
higher up, again, it is best suited for corn. • _
360. Have you heard other people complain of the inconvenience of the present steamer service ? Yes, 
ever since f have been here. I have seen twenty-one vessels lying here, unable to get out. Yessels can 
generally get in because they are bumped over by the seas. 1
361. What effect have the floods on the bar? There has always been a good bar after a flood. I have 
heard that there has been 22 feet of water on the bar after a flood.
362. Do you think that the proposed departmental expenditure is justifiable, considering the importance
of the district ? I think so. _
363. Do you think that if the works are carried out more land will be put under cultivation, and that
the trade of the district will increase ? I think so. . .
364. Are the people about here industrious ? Yes, as a rule, the farmers here.
365. Chairman^ Which would be the best way to give relief to the district,—to open the port or to build 
a railway to the Macleay ? To open the port.
366. What the settlers want is certain and regular communication with the market, which, I suppose, is 
Sydney ? Yes.
367. It does not follow that you require either larger vessels or vessels to trade more frequently ; what 
you require is a regular service ? Yes.
368. If the port is improved to enable you to get that, you will have the advantage you want? Yes. I
sent corn away in April last, upon which I paid Is. 6d. a bag freight, whereas I heard tbat corn was 
taken from the Macleay for lOd. a bag. ■
369. You think that if the port were improved that would lead to the development of .the district ? 
Yes. All round me there are farms lying idle because of the bad state of the entrance.
370. Will larger areas be brought under cultivation if the entrance is improved ? Yes. Since these works 
were started three creameries have commenced operations here.
371. I suppose the land is good enough, but very heavily timbered? Yes; it is disheartening work to 
clear it.
372. I suppose people are turning their attention to dairying because they can get a return without 
expending so much in clearing ? Partly.
373. Mr. Roberts?^ You devote most of your attention to bee-farming ? A good deal of it, but I intend 
to go in more for maize-growing. I intend to cultivate about 16 acres. About 20 out of my 40 acres are 
swampy.
374. Do you find bee-farming profitable ? Yes ; it was more profitable at first, but too many have gone 
into it, and the prices are coming down.
375. Is there a great export of honey from this district ? No ; except what I have sent, very little has 
gone away. I have sent forty-five cases away—120 lb. to the case.

376.
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W. Bragg. 37(j. Do you get a satisfactory price ? I have got as much as Sjd. a lb. for my honey.
377. Is the market frequently glutted? Tes ; from about November it is best to hold back.

31 May, 1898. 37g_ Are you sending as much away now as you did at first? I am increasing my output every year.
379. Are you the only bee-farmer on the river ? No, another man has started.
380. Do you supply much honey locally ? Tes ; but the place is so small that it hardly pays to go round 
with the honey.
381. Do you go in for poultry and pigs? Tes ; but not very much.
382. Have you been on your present holding long ? No; I have been engaged in the mills for some time.

TUESDAY, 1 JUNE, 1898.
[The Sectional Committee met at the “ Star Hotel,” Macksville, at 2'30 p.m.~]

^rrsrnt:—
CHAELES ALFEED LEE, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Charles James Egberts, C.M.G. Henry Clarke, Esq.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. Frank Farnell, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Harbour Works at Nambucca Eiver.

Thomas Bolton, President, Progress Association, Macksville, sworn, and examined:—
383. Chairman.~\ How long have you resided here ? Over thirty years.
384. Mr. EarnelU] I understand that you have considerable knowledge of the trade and resources of the 

1 June, 1898. Nambucca district, and of the difficulties and inconvenience caused by the bad entrance to the river ? Tes.
385. Will you describe to the Committee the difficulties against which you had to contend before the harbour 
works were commenced ? In former years the entrance was an altogether different place from what it 
is now. The South Spit used to overlap or be on a level with the North Head. Now the sand has all 
disappeared. The spit in front of the mills was 5 or 6 feet high, and mangroves used to grow on it. The 
channel from Warrell Creek came across to the Schoolhouse Point, but that channel is now blocked up. 
In my opinion the channel is not as good as it was in former years. Then they used to shoot vessels over 
the bar, bringing them up with the anchor on the spit. Now they cannot do that. They have not been 
able to do it for years. In former years the channel was narrow, but very deep.
386. In those days the channel was almost straight ? It followed round the rocks. Of course there was 
a reef of rocks where the training-wall is now, and the channel was between it and the spit. A great deal 
of the sand that used to be there has gone away.
387. Has it gone away since the harbour works have been in progress ? No.
388. Its disappearance is not owing to them ? No ; it is due to the floods, and to the heavy seas.
389. What depth of water had you before the harbour works were commenced ? The depth would vary. 
Sometimes we bad 5 ft. 6 in. at low water.
390. Would that be a sufficient depth for the boats trading here now? Hardly.
391. They would come in at high water ? Tes. Part of the difficulty of entering is overcome now by 
the employment of the tug-boat. I have known vessels to lie inside the river for eight or ten weeks at a 
time. I have seen twenty-eight vessels bar-bound here at a time.
392. I suppose the steamers have not so much difficulty in getting out as the sailing vessels have? No.
393. I suppose the sailing vessels find it difficult to get steering way ? Tes. Until the training-wall was 
made the South Spit used to come up so far that you had to make a very sharp turn to get out. The wall 
has caused a scour which has cut the spit away. That shows that when the scheme is completed it must 
do good. The channel will never be any good to speak of until we get a flood which will wash the place 
out.
394. Were the twenty-eight vessels that you speak of bar-bound since the harbour works were commenced ?
No. _ •
395. Is the trade of the district equal to or greater than it was at that time ? At that time the trade of 
the district was very little, and consisted principally of the export of cedar and other timber. Since then 
Taylor’s Arm has been opened up—a place which I believe will greatly advance. Land is being cleared 
all round the district, and they are going in for maize-growing and dairying. Tbo bulk of the drivers, 
instead of drawing logs, are going into farming and are clearing land, so that every year our exports are 
increasing. Our exports this year will amount to nearly as much more as the exports of last year.
396. What was the population of the district when you first settled here ? There were a few people 
living at Bowra, in the cedar scrubs. There was a selection at Macksville and another one near it, and 
a selection at Congarini. I marked out the road that is now going to the Clybucca.
397. The population has increased since then ? There is a larger population in this district now than 
there is in the Bellinger, but it is more scattered. The Bellinger is only one big valley, though a very 
fertile valley, while here the good land lies up the various creeks. There are settlements 25 miles above

' Bowra and a long way up Taylor’s Arm.
398. What has induced people to come here ? There was land for them to take up. They knew that a 
vessel could be got in and out of the river, and that was about all you could say for the Macleay then.
399. Do you think settlement would have been greater if there had been a better bar ? Most decidedly.
400. Has the work already carried on had a beneficial effect upon the entrance ? Most decidedly. As 
the wall has been made the deep channel has followed it out.
401. Have you any reason to believe that the other training-walls will prove less beneficial? Tes, most
decidedly. ■
402. Tou are opposed to the construction of the other training-walls ? Tes.
403. Do you think that the diversion of the waters of Warrell Creek into the Main Arm will have the 
effect of creating a better scour ? Certainly.
404. I understand that you do not approve of the proposal before the Committee ? Not altogether. 
There is a flat at the upper end of Stewart Island, and until that flat is cut through the water cannot get 
into the north channel to wash the bar out.

T. Bolton.

405.
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405. Do you not think that a natural scour will be created if the training-w'alls are constructed ? If you Bolton, 
confine the water you must increase the scour.
406. It is proposed to divert the water of Warrell Creek into the Main Arm;—do you not think that that 1 ^une' 1898. 
will bring about the desired result ? Certainly.
407. I understand that you advocate the dredging of the river ; but would it not be better to create a scour 
which would have the same effect ? It would be of no use to run the training-wall from Blackwood Point 
at the upper end of the island until you had removed the flat there. The channel at the upper end of the 
island was closed because a vessel threw out some heaps of ballast there. That flat wrants cutting through, 
so that the channel may be opened up again. I do not see wrhat use the training-walls can be until you 
open the channel. According to the surveyor, there are 11 ft. 6 in. of water in the river above the flat.
408. Suppose the engineers say that the proposed works will give a good scour, and make a channel, will 
you not rely on their judgment ? I admit that the training-walls must confine the water ; but I say that 
the flat must be dredged first.
409. Suppose the channel is created by the scour caused by the diversion of Warrell Creek ? The flat I 
speak of will have to be dredged through.
410. It is a sand-flat ? Yes. There will not have to be a great deal more done from where the dredge 
left off. Then if the wall is wanted afterwards it can be made.
411. If they construct the training-wall and dredge the place, depositing the sand behind the wall, will 
that satisfy you ? Certainly; because it will make the channel permanent. I want the channel opened 
first. There was never a channel on the north side of the island until of late years.
412. What steamers trade here now ? The principal steamer is the “ Euroka.”
413. What draught has she ? About 4 ft. 6 in. or 5 feet.
414. Does she supply the wants of the trade of the district ? Not always. I doubt if she will be able to 
take all the maize away this season if she runs constantly, leaving the timber trade and the other freight 
out of consideration.
415. But she has met the requirements of the district so far ? Well, she is only a new boat. We have 
had the “Bosedale,” and other'boats, trading here.
416. Your cause of complaint is not that you have not a good service, but that you have to keep your 
perishable goods a long time before you can get a boat ? Yes. When we send our produce down to the 
Heads there is no one there to look after it.
417. You contend that it is essential to have the entrance improved in order to establish a regular service 
which will be of benefit to the trade of the district ? I am of the opinion that once the training-wall is 
finished to the outer point the first flood of any note will sweep the bar away, and we shall have a port.
After a heavy flood I have seen vessels beating in and out in a gale of wind.
418. Erom what direction ? Easterly, and particularly south-easterly, winds play upon the bar. With
regard to the tide at Warrell Creek, it will run out in from three-quarters of an hour to an hour after it 
runs out of the main river, and I will explain the cause of that. From the mouth of Warrell Creek at 
the Heads to Scott’s Head is a distance of 9 miles, a narrow sandy beach intervening all the way. As. the 
tide rises, it comes in under tbe sand and swells the water in the creek, consequently the tide will be 
running up in the river for half an hour or an hour, while the ebb tide is running out of the creek.
419. I suppose there is a strong flow of tidal water in Warrell Creek? There is a good flow of water
there during a heavy fresh, but otherwise there is not much flow. The creek is very shallow.
420. However, by the diversion of Warrell Creek as proposed, we shall get rid of one source of difficulty ?
Certainly.
421. Have you any idea as to what the trade of the district amounts to ? I have not had time to go into
particulars. .
422. Do you think 40,000 bags of maize are sent away annually ? I cannot say. This year will be an
exceptional year. '
423. Have you any idea as to how many acres are cultivated for maize ? No.
424. Have you any idea as to the average size of the holdings here ? No.
425. Are you satisfied that if a good port is given, the farmers will be prepared to put more land under ' 
cultivation ? They are doing that every year. The land here is very difficult and expensive to clear. It
is not like the alluvial scrub land on the Bellinger and on the Macleav.
426. If we give better facilities for the export of produce, do you think more land will be put under 
cultivation ? Yes.
427. Do you think that the improvement of the bar will lead to the reduction of freights ? It should do 
so. Perishable goods, such as pigs, deteriorate on the journey down. Pigs that leave here fat are only 
store pigs when they get to Sydney.
428. What is your opinion as to the permanency to the timber trade ? There is a great deal of timber 
here yet, but, of course, the drawers have to go farther afield each year.
429. Still, there is sufficient timber to last for many years ? Yes. By the time they have got out all the 
good timber standing now they will be able to fall back on the young trees growing up. Trees that 
were saplings when 1 came here are now 2 or 3 feet through.
430. You think there is room for the development of the timber industry ? Certainly.
431. Can you give us an idea as to whether the dairying industry promises to expand ? It is only in its 
infancy yet; but everyone here is going in for dairying. All the talk is about it.
432. Is the land suitable for grass ? There are thousands of acres that will be taken up for dairying if 
a proper outlet is provided.
433. Where is this land ? All over the place. There are parts of the countrv out back where only a bit 
here and there has been taken up, which would keep a dozen families. It is all good grazing land.
434. Do all the lands you speak of come within the influence of the proposed works ? Certainly.
435. The produce from those lands would not go to any other port than the Nambucca ? No. There is 
also plenty of good land further out the produce of which will, I think, eventually come this way instead 
of going to the Macleay.
436. Do you know of an alternative proposal to construct a tramway from the Nambucca to the Macleay
Heads ? No. J
437. Suppose that tramway or railway communication wuth the Macleay was given to you, and the
Macleay entrance was made navigable, wculd that suit the people of the Nambucca ? AVhich entrance to 
the Macleay would you improve ? 438^
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T. Bolton. 438. The new entrance ? Decidedly not. With two or three heavy gales the whole of the sandy beach 
/—\ there will be in the river.

1 June, 1898. 439. Chairman.'] Would such a railway suit you better with a waterway of your own ? Decidedly not.
440. Mr. l?arnell.] You think that the Nambucca is the natural outlet to this district? Yes.
441. And you think that the improvement of the entrance will do all that is required by the people of 
the district ? If the flats are opened up to the top end of the island the floods will wash the whole 
channel out without the aid of any training-wall, besides that which is there now. I have been in and out of 
these bar-harbours since 1849. I came to the Macleay in 1849, and where the new entrance is now there 
was then a sand-flat which we used to get water in.
442. Have you noticed any material difference in the depth of water in the main river since you have
been here ? No, it has always been about the same. _
443. I understand that the river is navigable for many miles ? Well, the “Euroka” could go up 5 miles 
above Macksville.
444. Would it be a convenience to the people if she could go up still further ? No. The people there 
will always have to bring their produce down on the droghers. I believe that Macksville will be the head 
of navigation for all time.
445. Do you know of any other way whereby the convenience of the people of the district may be met 
than the improvement of the river entrance ? There is no other way that I can see.
446. Mr. Sohertsi] Where is the best maize-growing land on the Nambucca? The best alluvial land is 
at Bowra and on Taylor’s Arm. There is also good land on Warrell Creek.
447. Are there many farmers on Warrell Creek ? There is more land to be taken up there.
448. Is all the best land taken up ? Yes, and in some places the back land has been taken up. Nearly
all the water-frontages have been taken up. ’
449. Is the land you speak of within easy distance of the Government wharf ? It is 15 or 16 miles from 
the wharf to the first settlement up the creek. Eor the last 9 miles of its course the creek passes through sand.
450. Do the droghers go up Warrell Creek to get maize ? Occasionally, when there is a load ready.
451. There is no difficulty in getting the droghers up ? Not during spring tides. I have not heard of any 
difficulty being met with since the creek was deepened at the island crossing.
452. What freight do you pay to send a bag of maize to Sydney ? I think Is. 6d. a bag.
453. Does that include droghering ? Yes, but it is Is. 6d. a bag whether you put your maize on board the 
steamer at the Heads or on board the drogher at Bowra.
454. How far does the drogher go to collect maize ? Erom the Heads to Bowra is a distance of about 
20 miles. Bowra is the head of navigation for droghers. Welsh’s wharf is the head of navigation on 
Taylor’s Arm.
455. Does the drogher bring down any'timber ? No ; there are proper log punts for that.
456. Where is most of the timber obtained for the saw-mills ? Erom all parts of the river—from Warrell 
Creek, from Taylor’s Arm, and on the Main Arm right up as far as Bowra.
457. Is the timber on Taylor’s Arm or beyond Bowra superior to that down near the coast ? It depends 
upon the class of timber you want.
458. What are the principal timbers you send from here ? Tallow-wood, black butt, flooded gum, and 
ironbark. A great number of girders and piles are sent away from here.
459. Does the timber on the Nambucca compare favourably with that on the North Coast rivers ? I do not
think that the timber of any other river on the coast will beat it. _
460. Are there many farms higher up the river than Bowra ? The greater number of the farms is above 
Bowra.
461. What is the longest distance that the farmer has to cart his maize in order to put it on the
drogher ? I cannot tell you. I have seen teams at Taylor’s Arm that have come down 18 or 20 miles or 
even more. '
462. Is the river so shallow that they cannot use it ? Well, at times there is only one drogher, and she 
is not able to attend to all the farms. The maize has been lying in the barns until the people have had 
to bring it right down to Macksville to get it away.
463. How much time does a farmer lose in bringing his maize 20 miles ? They generally employ the 
services of bullock-drivers. I do not know what they pay per bag to have it brought down.
464. Have you a farm on the river yourself ? Yes.
465. Where is it situated ? Just where you cross the valley.
466. How many acres have you ? 198.
467. How many acres do you cultivate ? This year I have put about 12 acres under maize; the rest of 
the land is under grass, more or less.
468. Have you entered upon the dairying industry ? I have done a little at it. I intend to go in for it
properly, and I have spent £40 upon a separator. ,
469. Do you think that dairying will be a success in this district ? It has to be proved yet, but I think 
that it will. We want a better outlet for our produce. I have been sending cream to Kempsey.
470. How far is that? Thirty-nine miles from Macksville.
471. Do you send it to Kempsey to catch the Macleay Kiver boat? I have taken it over to the Macleay 
Heads, and the steam launch has carried it down from there.
472. What is the freight upon cream to Sydney ? I have never sent cream to Sydney.
473. Are you able to dispose of your cream at Kempsey ? Yes, to Eoley Bros.’ factory there,
474. Erom what distance do the people send their produce to Sydney by way of the Nambucca;—do the 
people half-way to the Macleay use the Nambucca, or do they use the Macleay ? Well, it depends upon 
the rates to some extent. You can go to Kempsey through Clybucca. If yon want to get to the entrance 
you have to go to Jerseyville. You can go to Stewart’s Point in about 9 miles ; but the road goes round 
about 16 miles.
475. Do you send your cream to Kempsey regularly? No ; my cattle have all gone dry, and I am not 
dairying at the present time. The reason why I have not cultivated much land is that the land is too 
expensive to clear. It costs between £25 and £30 per acre to clear, and it is not tip-top land then.
476. Have you held your present farm all the time you have been on the Nambucca? Yes.
477. How much of the land you hold have you cleared? I suppose I have cleared 120 or 130 acres. As 
fast as I have earned money by contracting, and in other ways, I have spent it in improving my land.
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478. Is there any demand for land in this district? Tou see people looking for land almost every day. T. Bolton.
479. Has the demand for land increased since the improvement of the river entrance has been in
contemplation ? The demand for land is increasing more or less every year. ^une» 1898.
480. Is there any good land open for selection at the present time ? Not land that is handy to the river.
All the river frontages have been taken up.
481. But if you gp far enough up the river you can get plenty of land ? Tou can get land in patches all 
over the place.
482. Cannot you get water frontages some distance beyond the head of navigation ? Tou get frontages 
to creeks and gullies.
483. But the land is good ? Tou get the best land up among the creeks.
484. Is the farming land here equal to similar land on the Macleay ? Tou may get a good patch of scrub 
land equal to the land on any part of the Macleay, but the Macleay land is altogether different from the 
Nambucca land. On the Macleay the land is alluvial, and after the third year you can plough it. The 
timber is scrub timber, and after a second fire it all disappears. Here, however, after felling the trees we . 
have to draw the logs together, cut them up, burn them, and dig out the stumps. Tou cannot get rid of 
hardwood timber easily. I have known places on the Macleay where they have dug trenches and put the 
trees in and ploughed over them.
485. How does this river compare with the Bellinger ? It is not nearly so good as the Bellinger. The 
Bellinger is one of the best rivers on the coast. It would be difficult to find better land than there is on 
the Bellinger.
486. How long have you been on the Nambucca? I selected here in 1866.
487. Why have you remained here instead of going' to the Macleay or to the Bellinger? I have seen three
floods on the Macleay over the river bank in twelve months, besides minor freshes. I came over here as 
a shipbuilder. 1
488. How long did you keep on shipbuilding ? Not long. Then I went in for contracting, and put. my 
nose to the grindstone to keep things going. '
489. How long is it since you settled down at Macksville? I put in two years here. Then I went to the
Bellinger for five years, and when I came back I stayed here. I went to the Bellinger because there was 
no work here at the time. " .
490. Tou have done fairly well, I hope, since you have been here? Tes. If I had sold out when the Hud 
boom was on I should have done very well. I could have sold then for £2,000, but I doubt if 1 could get 
£500 now, although I have put up a house on the land which is worth nearly the money.
491. When was the last flood on the Nambucca ? Well, the flood here is more like a spring tide. I have 
seen tides almost as high as floods. I have seen a very high flood, but at that time there was only a narrow 
entrance, and a high sea running, so that the water could not get out; but after that the Spit"was swept 
away, and ever since the bar has been coming further in. I consider that now the bar is an inner bar, not 
an outer bar.
492. When did you have the last flood of any importance ? ITom seven to ten years ago. At Bowra the 
water might rise 30 or 3_5 feet, but down here a flood is only like a rise caused by a big spring tide. We 
are so near the entrance that the water gets away quickly.
493. What is the effect of a flood upon the land here ;—does it fertilise the land? On the Macleay'a flood
leaves a deposit, but down here the water does not go over the land at all. ’
494. So that here you simply lose by a flood; you gain no advantage from it? Tes. Up about Bowra a 
flood will wash one point of land away and make up for its loss on the other side, perhaps. The same 
thing happens on the Bellinger.
495. Tou are Vice-President of the local Progress Committee ? Tes.
496. Have the members of the committee considered the proposal to improve the entrance to the river;— 
is there unanimity among them on the question ? They .are unanimous that it is necessary to open the 
river.
497. Do you regard the proposal of the Department with satisfaction, or are there any suggestions which 
your committee would like to offer for our consideration ? I do not know of any.
498. What are the principal disabilities under which the residents on the river labour ;—if you got an 
improved entrance, will that be all you will require ? We want regular communication, so that we may 
get our things to market at any time we send them down.
499. What you suffer from now is the uncertainty of steamer communication ? Tes. Pigs, fowls, eggs,
all deteriorate in transit. When they get to Sydney perhaps they fetch hardly anything. °
500. How often does it happen that you lose in this way ;—are you put to constant inconvenience and 
loss ? Well, there is always inconvenience, more or less. If a vessel makes a good trip the produce gets 
into Sydney in good order, but if there is any delay perishable articles suffer. Pigs, in particular, fall 
away.
501. Do you expect a reduction in rates if the harbour improvements are carried out ? ' I think that if 
we get a proper entrance there will be an opposition company, and we shall then not have to knuckle 
down to the North Coast Company for everything. Opposition is the life of trade. Of course vessels 
cannot run for nothing, steamers in particular.
502. Do you regard the charges which you have to pay now as excessive ? I do not know that the 
company could do the work for less at the present time, but if the place is opened up, and the charges 
continue as high as they are now, I shall consider them very unreasonable.
503. How does a rate of Is. 6d. a bag for maize compare with the rate paid on the Macleay ? On the 
Macleay I believe the maize is taken away for Is. a bag.
504. Would residents on this river be satisfied if they could get their maize taken away for Is. a bag?
They have to be satisfied to get it away at all. Por pigs we pay 5s. each, large and small. .
505. Is the rate for pigs higher than the rates on the other rivers ? I do not know what the rate for 
pigs is on the other rivers. I have also had to pay 4s. Gd. a head for feed, and to meet other charges in 
Sydney.
506. Is all your produce sent to Sydney as a rule ? We have no other market. All the steamers 
coming here trade to Sydney.
507. Are there not any local buyers ? There may be a local buyer for maize, but he is under the same
inconvenience as the shipper. I do not suppose that he gets his- money until the return comes back, 
unless the maize is taken to pay a debt. 508.
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Bolton. 508. Is any quantity of butter produced in the district ? No ; butter production is in its infancy here. 
—A—“\ It is only last year that we started. .

1 June, 1898. 509. Is it fair to say that the present year will show an increase in the production of maize, timber, eggs, 
poultry, pigs, and so on, as compared with previous years ? Well, I would not say that there will be an 
increase in the timber production. One mill has been removed to the Bellinger, and there are only two 
mills now, whereas previously there were four. One of the mills has been burnt down. A large quantity 
of farm produce will be sent away.
510. Do you think that the exports of this year will exceed the exports of last year ? The export of 
maize this year will be one-half as much more as the exports of last year. In regard to my own crop, I 
am positive that it will be doubled.
511. Why is that F The land has got into better working order, and we have had a better season than usual.
512. In round figures, the export of last year, as shown by the ships’ manifests, was 40,000 bags ;—do you 
think that the exports this year will be 80,000 bags ? No ; it will be 00,000 bags.
513. That is an increase of 50 per cent. ? Tes. '
514. What is about the average yield of maize per acre ? It depends upon the season. This year I am 
taking 80 bushels to the acre off one patch. Last year I did not. get more than 20. On the average, I 
should think that the yield last year was about 20 bushels to the acre. This year I believe it will be twice 
as much.
515. But take one year with another ? I think the yield would be about 25 bushels to the acre all
through the district. .
516. What is the net return per bushel ? That depends upon the price obtained in Sydney.
517. What did you get last year ? I got 2s. per bushel for what I sent away, and I had to pay Is. Gd. a
bag freight—4|d. a bushel. "
518. So that your net return would be about Is. Gd. a bushel P Tes.
519. How many acres of maize do you think a man would have to cultivate to keep himself and his family 
alive ? On the Macleay a man can just manage to live on 25 or 30 acres of good land.
520. But here he would want 40 or 50 acres ? Tes ; and then it would not pay for the labour put into it.
521. That being so, what is to make this district productive ? The clearing of the land, and the putting 
of it under cultivation.
522. Under cultivation for what? Bor maize, and the using of it for dairying.
623. But you say that it does not pay to clear the land ? If a man had 40 acres of ground he would 
have to employ labour to work it, and by the time he had paid wages he would have very little out of his crop.
524. Then what is to make the district prosperous ? Well, the land must be cleared, as in other districts.
525. But it would appear from your statement that if a man clears land he goes to the bad ? Well, a ' 
man would not have to employ labour all the time ; but besides that there is the expense of the crop and 
the expense of sending it to market.
526. What will make things better in this district ? To get more land cleared and more people on the land.
I will get 60 and 70 bushels to the acre this year, while last year I only got 20 bushels.
527. When the land is thoroughly cleared and worked up it will give a better return ? When the land is 
thoroughly worked up you will get as much off an acre as is obtained on the Macleay and in any other places.
528. Tou say that to clear the land costs £25 an acre ? Brom that to £30.
529. What does it fetch per acre P There is no sale for land. Tou might be able to give it away for 
£2 or £3 an acre. Of course the land must go up again in price.
530. Am I to understand that with proper cultivation a payable yearly crop will be obtained ? Tes ; the 
crop improves every year. Tou must understand that I am speaking of the land down here, not of the 
land up above Bowra, where there is alluvial soil.
531. It would appear to be of no use for a man to come here unless he had some capital to start with ?
I do not think a man should go on to land unless he has capital to start with.
532. What was the population of Macksville when you came here ? There were only about three families 
here then.
533. Tou do not know the population now ? No.
534. Has the town grown to a considerable size ? Tes ; it has improved in some respects, while in other 
respects it has gone back, like other places on the coast.
535. Do you consider that the farmers in this district are now in a sound financial position ? Until you
come to sound them you think that they are, but when you find out all about them you discover that most 
of them are in the hands of the banks. "
536. Do you mean with large amounts to their credit ? No ; I mean that they have all mortgaged their 
land to the banks.
537. Mr. Tric/ceft.] I suppose that is because of the entrance being bad? No; it is owing to the fact 
that when the land boom was on they mortgaged what land they had to buy more land. I have known 
people on the Bellinger and on the Macleay owning first-class land who mortgaged it and then lost everything.
538. Then earth-hunger has been the cause of the present state of affairs P Tes.
539. A desire formore land, and an over-estimating of the capabilities of the land? Tes ; they have been 
carrying on too high a game. The times were good, and people thought that they would never change ; 
but they have changed.
540. Corn fetched a better price then than now ? In my time corn came up to 5s. a bushel—from a 
bushel of corn to a bottle of rum. I have seen corn sold at 7s. 6d. ja bushel at the barn-door, but next 
season I got only Is. 5d. a bushel in Sydney, and paid Is. 6d. a bushel in freight. Tou will see that I 
have had ups and downs.
541. Do you regard 2s. a bushel as about the lowest price that a groiver can afford to get ? That is about
the minimum price. .
542. It a man cannot get more he had better leave maize-growing alone ? Tes.
543. ChairmanJ] Land that would cost £30 an acre to clear would be covered with heavy timber? Tes.
544. Would not that heavy timber be valuable ? Tou cannot get rid of it. Most of it is pipey or knotty.
545. But would not a large quantity of it be saleable ? No ; I have had splendid trees on my land, but 
the mill will not take them. The timber I speak of is grey gum, which is equal to ironbark.
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Edward Hitchins, auctioneer, Warrell Creek and Macksville, sworn, and examined:— ' '
546. Chairman] How long have you been in the district? About fourteen years. E. Hitchins.
547. Have you a general knowledge of it ? Yes. _ /----
548. Mr. Clarice] You know what has been done at the entrance of the river, and what it is proposed to 1 J“nej 1898, 
do there? Yes.
549. Do you think that if the Departmental scheme is carried out it will be beneficial to the public ? Yes.
550. Do you think that the best means of developing the district is to make the entrance to the river 
navigable ? That is all we want.
551. It has been suggested that a railway might be made to the Macleay ? That would be too expensive,
I think.
552. You are of opinion that water carriage is always cheaper than land carriage? Yes.
553. What do you think of the resources of the district? They are very large. The production of the 
district can be increased by opening up the river. There is any quantity of land here for selection and 
for purchase. All that is wanted is people.
554. But if prices are as low as they are described to be by a previous witness, do you think it would be 
profitable for people to come and take up land here and clear it ? I think that Mr. Bolton’s evidence, as to 
the cost of clearing land, is too high. I consider that from £10 to £15 an acre will be the cost of clearing.
555. Chairman] Do you refer to land similar to that referred to by Mr. Bolton? Well, anywhere about 
the salt water the land is more easily cleared than it is down towards the mouth of the river. You have 
only to put a match to the softwood country and it will all bum away. Up further the land is all covered 
with softwood, and you only get about eight or nine hardwood trees to the acre. Down the river, of 
course, the timber is all hardwood.
556. Mr. Clarice] So that the statement of the previous witness would only apply to the land on which 
he himself resides ? To the swampy land, and to the land on the lower parts of the river, where the 
timber will not burn well. You might have a fire there for three months and it would not burn the 
timber off.
557. Of course, in dealing with any timber, you must fell it first? Yes. YVe pay from £1 to £1 10s. 
an acre for felling timber, and then, if it is softwood, most of it will burn away.
558. I suppose in many cases corn is planted among the timber with a hoe? Yes, in the first year.
Then you cut up the timber, pull it together, and born it. '
559. After that the land is fit for maize-growing or for dairying? Yes ; there is a little stumping to be 
done, but as the years go on the softwood timber rots, and the stumps disappear.
560. You cannot sell the hardwood timber to the mills ? Not the timber that grows on the alluvial flats, 
because it is too far up the river, and the timber is not what the mills require. You have to go to the 
ridges for timber that suits the mills.
56 L. Do you think that the trade of the port is improved since the harbour works were commenced ? Yes, 
considerably. The only drawback to the district is the bad state of the river. I could induce people to 
come here if there were facilities for getting produce away. Our resources are very large ; but we require 
better means of communication with the market.
562. What are the resources of the district? Maize-growing, dairying, timber-getting, poultry, and pig
raising.
563. Mr. Farnell] Fruit-growing? There is not much fruit-growing; but oranges will grow well here.
You can get splendid self-sown oranges in the scrubs.
564. Mr. Clarice] Pig-raising is very profitable ? Yes.
565. Are the pigs generally sent alive to Sydney ? Yes.
566. Is any bacon made here ? No. People sometimes drive their pigs over to the Macleay, to get them 
away quickly.
567. To the factory there? No, to ship them to Sydney.
568. Is there any bacon factory on the Macleay ? No.
569. After you get away from the coast is the land on the river generally good ? Yes ; it is as good as 
any land in the Colony. The alluvial flats are small, but they are very rich.
570. Do they extend any distance from the water ? Not any great distance ; not beyond 30 or 40 chains, 
generally.
571. Is the higher land good for dairying if cleared ? It is what we call first-class forestland. It is good 
for maize-growing for six or seven years.
572. It is not nearly as good as the alluvial flats ? Certainly not. You cannot tire out the alluvial flats.
573. Is much grazing done here ? Not a great deal; the country is not open enough. ’
574. I suppose it will be some time before the dairying industry becomes of very much importance ? No.
I consider that the industry has made great strides during the last twro years. I started about a year ago 
with one small hand-separator, and now there are thirty or forty separators in the district, including three 
steam separators. .
575. Do you make butter here ? No. We send away our cream to the Macleay, and to Sydney—to 
Foley Brothers, and to Denham Brothers, on the Macleay.
576. But is there not a risk of losing your cream if you send it to Sydney, because of the delays in 
shipment? Yes. The people have to take that risk. Some cart their cream to the Macleay, and send 
it from there to Sydney.
577. I suppose that in the future the cream will be made into butter locally ? 1 think it will not be long 
before we make butter, if we get good communication with Sydney.
578. Butter will deteriorate if kept a long time on the steamer, unless it is placed in refrigerating or 
cooling chambers? Yres.
579. Have the vessels trading here refrigerating chambers ? I do not think so.
580. If the entrance to the river were improved vessels of a larger size might come here, and you might 
get competition, which would lower the rates of freight ? Yes. Once the steamers can get inside the 
river they can steam up to the wharf.
581. Do you consider that Is. Od. a bag is too high a rate for maize in the present state of the bar ? Yes.
Of course there is not sutficient trade on the river, at the present time, to employ two steamers.
582. It requires a considerable amount of capital to go in for dairying ? Yes. If people own land of 
their own the vendors of cows will give them accommodation.
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E. Hitchins. 583. Do you think that dairying will he successful ? Very successful.
—A—584. But I suppose that on the whole mixed farming would be better ? Tes. The flats here are too rich 

1 June, 1898. ^-0 un(jer grasS; so that there will always be maize-growing and pig-raising.
585. In the dairying industry tbe returns are made monthly ;—you do not have to wait a long time for
your money, as in the case of the maize-growing industry ? Tes. _ _
586. Tbat is a great consideration ? Yes. There are many risks connected with maize-growing which 
are not connected with dairying. In many instances it is a hundred to one that you never get a crop.
587. How many acres would it take to keep a cow here? I think that in some places we could put three
or four cows on to one acre. In a back paddock here there are 5 acres which will keep twenty cows for 
twelve months. '

■ 588. It must be very rich alluvial land? It is rich grass land. It is surprising how much stock it will
carry.
589. Taking everything into consideration, you think that the carrying out of the proposed works would 
be of considerable benefit to the whole district ? Certainly.
590. I suppose it will be the salvation of the district ? Yes. Once we can get the steamer to come up 
here wre shall get competition.
591. Most of the farmers in the hands of the banks now will require to get clear before they can do 
much? The banks have given them splendid terms, and some of them will get their land back. The 
banks have given them as much as ten years in some cases.
592. So that things are coming to a normal condition again ? Yes.
593. Is there anything you would like to add ? I should like to say that when I came here there were 
only two families at Taylor’s Arm, and now there about 100. Out at Warrell Creek the population had 
increased 200 per cent. The Unkya Creek and the Allgomera Creek people take all their maize now to 
the Macleay Heads, which is several miles further than to the head of Warrell Creek.
594. Do you think that the population of the district will continue to increase? Yes. I sold a farm-a

• couple of days ago to some Macleay people who wanted land. That farm contained 660 acres.
595. What is the price of fair average alluvial land here ? We can get £10 an acre for the alluvial land
fronting the river. _
596. The back land would not be so valuable ? No, not in proportion. I am speaking of improved
land. •
597. Chairman.'] Is unimproved land saleable ? There is very little unimproved land, unless it is land 
available for selection.
598. Mr. Clarke.] What is the value of land which is not improved;—could you put any value upon it? 
Not unless I saw the land myself.
599. I suppose unimproved land here would not average much more than £1 an acre ? No, it would not 
be worth more than that. In some parts the trees have been felled and have grown up again.
600. Do you think that the population and the production of the district are likely to increase by 50 per
cent, wbthin the next few years ? Yes ; they are both increasing very fast. _
601. Mr. Trickett.] With regard to land transactions, do you find that the people here stick to their 
holdings well? Yes, as long as they can. Of course the banks have weeded out a few of them.
602. Can the struggling hardworking farmer get along here ? Yes. Some years ago we had a repetition 
of floods, and that crippled all the farmers, but they are getting on to their legs again now.
603. I thought that the floods did no good here ? Of course, down on this part of the river the floods do 
not go over the land, but higher up, where there are alluvial flats, the land is flooded. Maize is grown 40 
miles up Taylor’s Arm.
604. Has that maize to be brought down to the steamer by teamsters ? It has to be brought to the head 
of navigation. Of course, it takes a very small rise in the river to flood the flats there. Down here, 
however, the water does not come over the banks.
605. We have been told by a Government officer that, it is intended to throw open about 5,000 acres of 
land at tbe head of Taylor’s Arm for selection ;—do you think that land will be taken up for farming 
purposes ? Yes.
606. In what areas? Prom 40 acres upwards. It is very rich land, like the Orara land. That land must 
all be taken up. All that is wanted is facilities for getting maize away.
607. Wo have been told that there are 253,500 acres of unalienated land in this district;—do you think 
that if increased facilities for getting produce away are given that land will be taken up ? Yes.
608. Ho you think that tbere is no doubt about that? Yes ; I knowr how the production of the district 

' has increased of late. Last year we sent away over 40,000 bags of maize. This year the export will be 50
per cent. more.
609. I suppose a large quantity of the maize is consumed locally by pigs and other live stock ? Yes ; 
and a large quantity of the maize that is grown on the Unkya and Allgomera Creeks now goes to the 
Macleay Heads.
610. Have any of the banking companies an office on the river now ? No. .
611. I suppose at the present time the payment for produce is very often in return stores ? I dare say 
in many cases it is.
612. Where are your bank centres ? The Banking Company have a branch at Bellingen, and the A. J.S.
Bank have a branch at Kempsey. ■
613. Mr. Roberts.] You differ from Mr. Bolton as to the cost of clearing land ;—do you differ from him 
upon any other point ? Yes ; I think that he said that the “ Euroka ” took all the produce from here ; but 
I should like to point out that there are several sailing vessels which come here for timber. The timber 
is not sent away by steamer at all.
614. Do other steamers come here besides the “Euroka” ? Yes ; the “ Billy Barlow ” and the “ Tilbury” 
also comes here.
615. Do the sailing vessels all come up to Macksville ? Not now.
616. Does the “ Euroka” come to Macksville ? Occasionally.
617. Is she the only steamer that can come here ? The “ Pelican” comes here, and tranships to the
“ Burrawong” at the Macleay. .
618. The small steamers meet the “ Burrawong” at the Macleay ? Yes, or meet a steamer at Port 
Macquarie.
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619. Do you think tlie future of the district is sufficiently good to warrant the proposed expenditure at E. Hitchins. 
the mouth of the river ? Considering that so much money has been thrown away in other parts of the
Colony, I believe that we are entitled to even a larger expenditure than is proposed. These works will * ^une> 1898. 
have to be carried out, and the sooner they are carried out the sooner the district will improve.
620. Would you regard the construction of these works as the throwing away of money P No ; I consider 
that it would be a good expenditure, because it would help to settle people on the soil.
621. Mr. Clarke.-] And it would keep them here ? Tes.
622. Do you think that 25 bushels an acre is a fair average yield of maize? No ; I think that the average 
yield of maize in the district is from 50 to 60 bushels.
623. Chairman.] Is that taking one year with another ? That is providing that there are no floods.
624. But take a period of ten years ? For the last ten years the average yield has not, perhaps, been 
more than 25 bushels, but for the last five years the average yield has been from 30 to 40 bushels. On 
some land you get over 100 bushels.
625.. How is the land held, under ordinary conditional purchase, or is any quantity of it special area land ?
I think the Unkya land is all special area land. '
626. Has any quantity of land been taken up here under the special area system ? Tes.
627. At what price ? At, I think, 30s. an acre.
628. What is about the average yield of a free selector in the district ? I should think about 100 bushels.
629. Are there any holdings of 640 acres r Very few.
630. That is because the land is so expensive to clear ? Tes ; and to get 640 acres, you have to go right 
back to the mountains in some places. All the frontages are taken up.
631. It is estimated that within the area contained by a line midway between the Nambucca and the 
Bellinger, by aline midway between the Nambucca and the Macleay, and by the dividing range, there were 
at the end of last year 27,600 acres of freehold land, and over 10,000 acres of privately-leased land; this 
year there were 5,450 acres of land under maize ;—do you think that the area 1 have described is capable 
of trebling its present output? I hardly think it would treble it; but I believe that you could double it.
632. Would all the country I have described be within the influence of the Nambucca itiver if the entrance 
were made’good ? T es.
633. Would the whole of this area contribute to the trade of the river ? Certainly.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—HARBOUR WORKS AT NAMBUCCA RIVER. 19

Angus McKay, storekeeper, Macksville, sworn, and examined :—
634. Chairman?] How long have you resided here ? For about fifteen years. A. McKay.
635. Mr. Trickett?] I suppose you have watched the progress of the district very closely ;—do you regard A ■ *~\
this as a progressive district? Of late years it has been very progressive. ’ 1 June, 1898.
636. Will you tell us what its development has been since you came here? W hen I came here only one 
small sailing vessel used to trade to the river and she did not take away more than fifty bags of maize a 
month, or about 3,000 bags a year. Now, however, there are about 40,000 bags of maize sent away each 
year. I think that about 3,000 pigs go from the district now. Last year about 10,000 bags of maize went 
to the Macleay from the Unkya and from Warrell Creek.
637. In your opinion, the district has improved year by year ? Tes.
638. Like other districts, it has had its ups and downs ? Tes.
639. Why did the place fall behind so much a little while ago ? The bad state of the bar two years ago 
made it fall behind. Last year we were eight months without any communication across the bar, and 
maize was lying rotting all along the banks.
640. Was that after the commencement of the harbour works ? A swell altered the channel and sent the 
sand everywhere, leaving no permanent entrance. Since it has gone further out, however, the channel 
has improved wonderfully.
641. How does the district stand in regard to floods ? It does not suffer so much as the Macleay and other 
districts in floods. Floods go over the maize, but the houses and cattle are secure.
642. Do you look upon this as a fairly sound district ? It is going to be a very sound district. •
643. Tou have done fairly well in business here ? Tes; there is not so much credit asked for now as 
was asked for two years ago.
644. Steam communication is getting better ? Tes.
645. We hear that the output of the district is likely to be more extensive next year than it has been in 
the past? Tes.
646. Why do you think that that will be so ? Five years ago I do not think we exported 20,000 bags of 
maize. This year I am certain that we shall export 60,000 bags of maize. The increase in our export is 
due to the larger area of land that has been cleared and cultivated.
647' U_°'v d.° J011 get your goods up from Sydney ? By the North Coast Company’s boat and the drogher.
648. What is the quantity of goods brought to the Nambucca by the steamers in a year ? About 20 tons
a week. ,
649. That would be general goods—groceries, ironmongery, and articles for household use and con
sumption ? Tes ; of course that is not counting the stores which are brought up by sailing vessels for 
the saw-mills. o i j b
650. What would be the value of those goods? I could scarcely say. I suppose £100 worth of goods 
would be brought here every week.
651. So that the imports of the district would be worth £52,000 a year ? Tes.
652. How many storekeepers are there here ? We have four stores.
653. Are they all doing pretty well? I think so.
654. Is there any other way in which goods can be brought to Macksville than by steamer ? When the 
bar is bad we get our stores from the Macleay.
65o. Is much brought from the Macleay;—would the goods brought that way be worth £2,000 or 

a ^e?r ^ ^ S0‘ Cream, eggs, and fowls go to the Macleay very often when the bar here is bad.
656. Does the town of Macksville serve as a centre for a large district ? Tes ; there is a small town up 
the river about the size of Macksville where there are four stores.
657. Do the goods for these stores go up the river ? Tes.
658. Do you hear many inquiries for land in the district ? Tes ; there is always someone wanting land.
There have been two or three looking for land this week.
659. For dairying purposes ? Tes. 660.
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A. McKay. g{jg n looks as i£ dairying would be a large business in tbe future bere? Yes; I have two steaui 
'■J—creameries working, one here and one at Bowraville.

1 June, 18'J8. HaVe you any cattle ? No ; I only buy the milk. _ .
062. Where do you send the cream ? We used to send it to the Macleay ; but this month I am churning 
it myself.
663. Do you find that butter-making pays? Yes.
004. Are the creameries which you have started profitable ? Yes, they are doing very well. _
665. How many are there in the neighbourhood? One more besides my own ; that is, without counting 
the hand separators. _ .
060. Is dairying a large industry here ? They are getting what companies they can here, and going into 
it as much as possible. They only started dairying here about two years ago.
607. What is the rate of freight inwards ? About 30s. a ton.
60S. How does that rate compare with the rates on the other rivers? The rate to the Macleay is £1 a ton 
for general goods, and 12s. 6d. for heavy goods—salt, flour, sugar.
009. Therefore, you are handicapped to some extent ? Yes.
070. Is that because of the entrance ? Yes. No parcel is carried for less than Is. 6d. _
071. With an improved entrance, do you think you would have lower rates? Yes. I have seen the ship 
people myself, and I have asked if they would not charge lower rates. They told me that as soon as we 
get a better bar they would reduce the rates as they had been reduced on other rivers.
072. The reduction of the rates would be of great advantage to the people here in giving them larger 
profits ? Yes. The ship people say “ Make the bar good and we will take your stuff away at lower rates.” 
At the present time the vessels have to go out only half loaded.
673. Do you agree with the evidence of previous witnesses? I do not agree with what Mr. Bolton said, 
as to the price of clearing land here, and as to the value of land. I do not think he understands anything 
about farming. People who are used to clearing land can clear it much more easily than he supposes.
674. What do you think land for farming purposes is worth, and what does it cost to clear for maize
growing? The maize-growing land is felled for 30s. an acre, and the timber is cleared away very 
quickly.
675. That land is higher up than the navigable part of the river ? Yes. The timber on that country is 
easily burnt off.
676. Do the people who deal with you keep their engagements pretty well ? Yes. The people on the 
land here are in a very good position. Only very short credits are asked for. A few' years ago, however,

• we used to stand to the people for twelve months ; now there is none of that. _
677. Are there many abandoned holdings in the district? There are a good many old abandoned holdings,
but no one has left the district during the last few years. People are continually coming into the district, 
because it is looked upon as a good one. _
678. You think that this is a progressive district, and that lately it has been progressive at a more rapid
rate than formerly ? Yes. _
679. You think that what has given it an extra start is the improvement in the means of communication?
Yes. We ask for nothing more than a good bar. If the proposed works are carried out this district will 
be second to none on the coast. '

William Ezold, storekeeper, Macksville, sworn, and examined:—
Chairman.'] How long have you been here ? luve years. .
Mr. Roberts.] How many stores are there at Macksville at the present time ? Pour.
Were there three other stores here when you arrived ? No ; there were only two here then.
Do you regard the increase in the number of stores as a proof of the improvement of the district ? 

It should be considered a proof of its improvement. _
684. Has your business increased since you came into the district;—is the trade of the district expanding ? 
As there are four stores here, and each is doing about the same amount of trade as I have done, there 
must be an improvement in the district.
685. Are you doing as well now as when there were fewer stores ? Yes.
686. Do you get all your goods from Sydney ? Yes.
687. Do they all come up the river ? Yes. ’ .
088. Are they brought by steamer or by sailing vessel ? By steamer.
089. Do you know what quantity of general merchandise has been imported' during the last few years ?
No. _ _ _ _
690. The last witness told us that about 20 tons of general merchandise is imported weekly ? I consider 
that 30 or 40 tons of general merchandise must be imported each week.
691. What would be about the value of the goods coming here weekly ? I could hardly say.
692. What would be about the value of the goods you purchase in twelve months ? About £2,000.
693. Do the other stores in Macksville do about the same business as you do ? I could not say.
694. How many stores are there in the district altogether ? In addition to those at Macksville, there are,
I think, four at Bowra. .
695. And how many down at the Heads? I think three.
696. And how many at other places ? There are a few people who import goods and sell them, but they 
do not keep stores.
697. Well, suppose there are twelve stores or their equivalent in the district altogether, and each does the 
same business as you, the value of the imports of the river must be about £24,000 per annum ? Yes.
698. Is your business confined to Macksville ? No.
699. How far do you send goods ? Bight up Taylor’s Arm for 30 miles, to Unkya, and to Allgomera.
700. Do you send any goods to Bowra? No.
701. Do you send any goods to places between here and the Heads ? No ; I cannot compete with people 
lower dowrn the river.
702. People on the river have their goods delivered by the drogher free ? Yes.
703. I suppose your goods are landed at the Government wharf here ? Yes.
704. When you send goods up the river I suppose you have to pay the cost of droghering ? No; my goods
are taken round the district in a waggonette. 705.

W. Ezold. C80.
,---- S 681.
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705. Is that the cheapest way of reaching your customers ? There is no other way in which to reach them W. Ezold.
706. What freight do you pay to bring goods from Sydney ? Tor heavy goods (sugar, flour, &c.), £1 per ✓~A—~\
ton ; the small goods come to £4 or £5 a ton. 1 June'1898-
707. But you have never paid as much as £5 a ton on goods ? I pay at that rate for small cases. I am 
charged for every package brought to the wharf. I can get a parcel of drapery sent up by post for 8d. or 
9d., but if it comes by steamer 1 have to pay Is. 6d.
708. Is not the rate lor some merchandise 30s. a ton ? Of course, for big boxes you may have to pay
only about 30s. a ton, but for small boxes of groceries and other goods you pay much more. On the .
average I pay £3 a ton.
709. How do the rates charged on this river compare with the rates charged on other rivers on the North
Coast? I think on the Macleay they only pay half as much as I pay. I cannot say whether they pay as 
much for small goods as I have to pay. . ’
710. Is the district in a fairly prosperous state ? It promises to be much better than it has been for 
several years past.
711. You have good opportunities for judging, because of your transactions with the settlers here ? Yes.
712. Do you buy much produce from the farmers? I buy produce conditionally.
713. Do you ship it away for them ? Yes. Last year I bought some corn, but I could not get it away 
because the company did not come for it. In the meanwhile the market dropped, and my customers were 
greatly annoyed, because they lost by the arrangement. The North Coast Company monopolise the trade 
of the river, and they do what they like.
714. Is there not a regular weekly steamer ? No.
715. Is the steam communication altogether irregular? Yes. Just lately the steamer has been a little 
more regular. I told the company that I was very glad about it, but they informed me that when the 
maize trade commenced again on the Macleay they might not be so regular.
716. Do you lose much through being unable to get perishable goods to market ? Yes.
717. You receive consignments of eggs, fowls, and so on, from the farmers? Yes; I take them in 
exchange for goods.
718. Is this business satisfactory to both parties? Yes; but the difficulty is to get things to Sydney. '
There is always something short. I have sent citrons and oranges awa}r. In some cases, instead of getting
a return for what I have sent, I have got a bill for excess freight.
719. Do you regard the rates charged by the company as too high ? Yes ; much too high. They 
lowered them 50 per cent, when the Farmers’ League was established. That was for small cases of eggs, 
fowls, and so on, nominally; but actually the rates have not been lowered at all. It is very desirable 
that we should have competition. Without it it is almost impossible to carry on business in this district.
720. Are we to regard the district as fairly prosperous ? Yes; but the storekeepers have to suffer. I . 
think they are the only ones who suffer.
721. Is that because of the irregular steam communication? We have to compete with the Macleay
prices, and we have to pay high freights and make losses of all kinds because of the irregular steamer 
communication. D
722. Notwithstanding all these drawbacks, do you think there is a good future for the district ? I should 
like to see steamer competition here. The company has promised to run more regularly if the bar is 
made good.
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Frederick Notley, general storekeeper, Macksville, sworn, and examined:—
723. Chairman.'] How long have you been here ? Nine months. F. Notlev.
724. Where were you living before you came here ? On the Macleay. .
725. Tor how long? All my life, except two years. ' 1 June, 1898.
726. Have you a general knowledge of this and of the Macleay district? I do not know this district 
as well as I know the Macleay district, because I was not acquainted with it before I came to Macksville.
727. Mr. Farnell.] Have you seen the works in progress at the entrance to the river ? I have seen them 
from the boat when coming up the river. .
728. You had no knowledge of the state of the entrance before these works were commenced ? Only
from hearsay. J
729. What do you think of the future of the district? The conclusion I have come to with regard to 
this district is that in a few years, with improved navigation and better communication with the Sydney 
market, it will make* leaps and strides, and become one of the principal dairying districts in the Colony.
I consider that this will be a good dairying district, because so much of the land here is not subject to 
floods, and cattle can always find pasture upon it, while there is sufficient alluvial land to enable a certain 
amount of agriculture to be carried on. With agriculture there always goes pig-raisin^. This is also a 
splendid district for poultry. . ; o r a 0
730. Do you think that mixed farming can be profitably carried on here, providing that the bad state of 
the entrance is improved ? Yes ; this would then be a very prosperous district.
731. Do the natural grasses grow well here after the timber has been removed ? Yes ; on a good deal of 
the land the natural grasses grow well after the timber has been removed.
732. Do you think there is any doubt as to the capacity of the land to grow sufficient fodder for cattle ?
None at all. I believe that there is land in abundance to grow fodder for cattle.
733. Do you know any farmers who have been growing lucerne or making ensilage ? I know that lucerne 
has been grown. One man told me that he cut his lucerne ten times in one season. I have seen lucerne 
here that w-ould compare favourably with the lucerne grown on the Hunter. I have seen wheat and good 
grass growing on ridges 50 feet high, and growing to the very top of them.
734. Are you much in communication with the farmers here ? A great deal. I travel throughout the
district in my van. . 6
735. Do you purchase things from them ? Yes ; I take,almost anything in exchange for goods.
736. Do you consign this produce to Sydney ? Yes.
737. Since you have been here, have you suffered inconvenience because of the irregular steamer service?
Yes ; I have suffered considerable inconvenience and loss through it, though I understand that the trouble 
was greater before I came here. Perishable articles do not get to the markets soon enough. Fowls have 
left here healthy and in good condition, but on reaching Sydney many of them have been dead or unsale
able. Eggs have been a month in getting to the Sydney market. 738.
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F. Notley. 738. You have no doubt as to the reasonableness of the supposition that more land would be put under 
1 JunelSOS cu^va^ori ^ greater facilities are afforded for getting produce away ? I Lave not the least doubt that a 

une’ ' very much larger area of land will be put under cultivation or cleared for grass if we are given better 
means of communication with the market.
739. Can you tell us what is a fair price to pay for the clearing of land here, and the making of it fit for 
cultivation ? Of course there are two kinds of agricultural land on the Nambucca. I do not know much 
about the land just here, but I should think that very little over £10 an acre would be sufficient to clear 
the land higher up the river—that is, the alluvial flats. I have seen the scrubs felled and burnt off, and 
a splendid crop obtained in the one season. Of course that land is covered with soft timber.
740. The £10 an acre would, of course, include grubbing, stumping, and burning;—would 80s. an acre 
be too much to pay for felling alone? I could not say. I have not seen any of these flats in their 
original state. I have only seen them after the timber has been felled.
741. In the Richmond district the timber, after being felled, is allowed to decay ;—I understand that that 
would not happen here ? No.
742. The ground is cleared here by burning off the timber ? A certain amount of grubbing is done. That 
is not done in the first year, and when it is done the stumps have pretty well decayed.
743. What is a fair average yield in the Macleay district ? Between 40 and 50 bushels to the acre. If 
we get 50 bushels as an average yield, we reckon that we have a good crop.
744. What would be the average yield here ? I can only judge from one year.
745. What would be the average yield this year ? About 50 bushels to the acre.
746. What do you think is a payable price for maize ? One shilling and nine-pence to 2s. a bushel clear.
747. What is the freight from Macksville to Sydney for maize ? I have paid Is. 6d. a bag.
748. That would be 4^-d. a bushel ? Yes, about that.
749. Do you consider that a high rate ? Yes. .
750. Do you think there is a reasonable prospect of the rates being reduced if the entrance to the river 
is improved? Yes ; because there is not so much droghering here as there is on the Macleay.
751. What rates are charged on the Macleay? I do not know for certain. They were charging Is. a 
bag; but they have reduced the rate since the opposition boat started.
752. It is quite likely that you will have an opposition boat here if the bar is improved ? I see no reason 
why an opposition boat should not ply here during the busy season.
753. Do you think that a tramway to the Macleay Heads will serve this district ? No.

It. Quayle.
Robert Quayle, first-class .constable, Macksville, sworn, and examined 

Chairman.'] How long have you been in this district ? Dour and a half years.754. . „
/—-755. I believe you compile the local statistics every year? Yes; I do not take the whole of the 

1 June, 1898. Jfambucca district.
756. How far would your district extend from Macksville? It extends out to the range between here 
and the Macleay, about 18 miles in one direction, and up Taylor’s Arm about 40 or 50 miles in another 
direction.
757. You do not go down to the Heads ? No.
758. What statistics have you for your district? In my district there are 161 homesteads of 1 acre 

' or more, in the Bowra district 151 homesteads, and in the Nambucca Head district about twenty-five
homesteads. The population of Macksville is 1,100, of Bowra 1,078, and of Nambucca Heads about 400.
759. Do these three places comprise the whole district ? Yes.
760. How many public schools are there here? In the Macksville district there are four public schools.
761. Is there a Court of Petty Sessions held here ? Yes.
762. Where is the nearest District Court held ? The District Court is held in Bellingen and at Kempsey.
Those places are about equally distant from here. .
763. What do you think of the future of the district ? The population of the district has increased a 
good deal since I came here.
764. Has that been simply the natural increase, or has it been brought about by the influx of people ? A 
good many fresh people have come here.
765. What are the circumstances of the people generally? As a rule they are getting into fair circum
stances now.
766. Has it come under your notice that many of the farmers have had to abandon their holdings? No. 
I believe that a great many of the farms are mortgaged, but the farmers have not had to abandon their 
homes.
767. Do you consider that the district as a whole is in a worse state than the other districts on the North 
Coast? No.
768. Have you seen any striking evidence of poverty here ? Yes; but not lately. During flood time 
blankets have had to be given out.
769. But a flood causes an unusual state of things ? Yes. There is no such poverty in the district now.
770. How long is it since the last flood ? I think about three years.
771. Do floods affect this portion of the river ? Notmuch. They affect the upper part of the river more.

. 772. And the residents on the river flats ? Yes.
773. Have you any reason to believe that the district is not a prosperous one ? No; it is a prosperous one.
774. Do you think there is still a large area of Crown land which might be profitably occupied ? Yes. 
At the head of Taylor’s Creek there is a great deal of good land, and I understand that a large part of 
it has been surveyed.
775. Most of the available good land is up there ? Yes.
776. A large part of this district is locked up in forest reserves ? Yes.
777. Is the timber business a large one ? Yes.
778. Do you issue timber licenses ? Yes. ,
779. Has their number increased or decreased ? It remains about the same. People take out licenses at 
the Nambucca Heads as well as here. •
780. Here you are not immediately in the timber district, as they are at Nambucca Heads and at Bowra- 
ville ? The timber goes from this place to the Nambucca Heads to be sawn up.

781.
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781. I suppose it is brought here from some distance up the river ? Tes. E. Quayle.
782. The timber industry is rather a progressive one ? JSTo ; it is going back. A—■“■n
783. To what do you attribute the falling off f I cannot say; but good timber is getting scarce. One 1 June, 1898. 
mill .was removed to the Bellinger. I suppose they thought that they would be in a better timbered
country there. *
784. Do the timber reserves show any signs of giving out? They have to go further back for timber 
nowj but still there is plenty of it.
785. They have used the timber most easily got, and now they have to go back into rougher country ?
Yes ; but there is plenty of timber if they like to go for it. I think there has been some misrepresenta
tion in regard to the yields of maize per acre in this district. I heard one witness say that it wras 25 
bushels, but this year they are pulling fully 75 bushels to the acre, and in some cases 100 bushels.
786. Has this been an unusually good season ? Yes. .
787. You have had a good rainfall and no floods? Yes.
788. Would it be only in years of flood that the yield of maize would be 25 bushels to the acre ? Yes.
789. I suppose there are never droughts here ? There has been a drought since I have been here.
790. Do the crops ever suffer from want of rain here ? Yes. '
791. That would make the yields more ? Yes.
792. But in a good season like the present the yield would be from 50 to 60 bushels to the acre ? That
W'ould be^a low average yield. I think that from 65 to 70 bushels to the acre would be about the actual 
yield. Every one has his barn full now. About one-fourth of the maize grown here is consumed locally 
in the feeding of pigs and other live stock. ,

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—HAEBOUE WOEKS AT NAMBUCCA EIVEE. • 23

William Woods, Secretary, Progress Committee, Macksville, sworn, and examined :—
793. Chairman.'] How long have you been here ? Three years and three months.
794. There are two Progress Committees here ? Yes ; one is called the Progress Association. W. Woods.
795. Has your committee met at any time to prepare evidence to place before us in regard to the proposal ,
to improve the entrance to the river ? Ho. i June, 1898,
796. Have you any statistics of any kind that you would like to put before us ? No.
797. Do you wish to comment upon any of the evidence that you have heard, or do you agree with what 
has been said ? I will content myself with endorsing what has been said by the other witnesses.
798. The Progress Committee are satisfied that they have had the fullest opportunity to lay their case
before us.? Yes. ± j j

[One plan.]

Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1808.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

CORPORATION OP THE CITY OP SYDNEY.
(STATEMENT OF BECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR YEAR 1897.)

itesmtefo tv ILriiamtut, pursuant tv JLt 43 13ix. £Lo. 3, sec. 220.

Printed under No. 1 Report from Printing Committee, 30 June, 1898.

STATEMENT of the Receipts and Expenditure op the Corporation op the 

City op Sydney, for the year ending 31st December, 1897.

abstract
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ABSTRAC C of the RECEIPTS and DISBURSEMENTS of the MUNICIPAL COUNCIO of the CITY OP SYDNEY, 01 account of the CITY FUND, f.r the Year ending 31st December, 1897.

RECEIPTS

Cit> Rates

Fees and Fines -Building; Fees
,, Special Building Fees
,, Hoarding Licenses, &c
,, Hawkers Licenses
,, Poifceis Licenses .
,, Police Dues

Rents and Dues fiom Markets—Belniore—Rents
,, (old)—Dues
,, (new)—Dues 

Eastern Fish—Rents 
,, Dues
„ Cooling Room

Rents from Sussex stieet Buildings 
Haj stieet Buildings 
Ha) market Buildings 
Havmarket Land 
Public Baths 
City Wharfs 
Town Hall 
Exhibition Building 
P)imont Pumping Plant 
lielmoie Paik .

Sussex street Sale yaid Dues 
Organ Recitals
Moore Pai k—Rent and Agistment 
Bailiffs Costs 
Auctioneers Licenses 
Guarantee Bond
Repayments for Works, Sales of Stores, Ac 

Surplus from Cattle Sale yards Fund Account

Balance due to Union Bank, 31st December, 1897

£ s d

917 7 6
66 14 0

453 4 0
943 10 0

9 5 0
535 3 4

54 12 0
3 846 8 0
3,637 17 0

359 0 0
818 3 6
861 13 4

812 4 5
287 7 6

1,617 10 0
150 10 0
436 10 8

2 39o 6 8
2,149 14 0

170 13 0
62 10 0

100 0 0
1,292 12 11

941 32 6
87 10 0

263 2 6
2,247 5 5

30 0 0
2,263 7 8

£ s d 
134,006 15 3

2,91a 3 10

9 577 13 10

8,212 6 3

7,130 11 0 
0 070 5 3

168 812 15 
115,054 12

283,867 7 8

DISBURSEMENTS

Balance due to Union Bank, 1st Januaiy, 1897 .
fealanes —

Office of Maj or 
Town Gleik and Department 
City Suivejor and Department 
City Tieasurer and Dopaitment 
Inspector of Nuisances and Depaitment 
City Architect and Depaitment 
City Health Officer 
Clcik of Maikets 
City Sohcitor 
Cit) Organist and Tuner 
City Asacssoi and Assistant 
Inspectoi of Eastern Fi&hmaikets 
City Auditors

City Impi ovements—Wages —
Cleansing Streets
Inspectoi of Nuisances Depaitment 
Street wateung 
C eneial Woiks
Genual Establishment and sundries 
Stieets Loan 
Cit) Maikets

Citv Improvements—Metal 
City Impioiements—Stieet Works —

Keibinn Gutteung Flagging, &c , under contract 
T tr Pa\ing undu contract 
General Woiks
Wood Blocking, Ac (Stieets Loan)

Cit) Maikets—Materials 
Street wateung—Mitenals 
I u e Bngadcs Boat d—Annual conti ibution 
Lighting expenses
Printing, £1,144 lls 2d , Stationuy, *185 6s Id , Advertising 

Expenses L963 Is 4d 
Go\eminent xents andiates 
Insuiance 
Bank charges 
Purchase of land 
Inc dental expenses 
Law expenses
Suspense Account (to meet Contractois Deposit-*, Ac )
Intelest expenses — ,Cit) Fund , on Overdiaft, £377 2s , on Debentures (Sydne), £3,600 London, £2 400) 

Town Hall Loan Fund (on Debentures—Sydney, £6,750 , London, £8,000)
Streets Loan Fund (on Debentures, London)

(Portion) —
Moore street Impro\ement Loan (on Debentures London)
Public Markets Loan Fund (on Debentures—Sydney, £5,250 , London, £1\000)

Sinking Funds—Annual Contributions to —
Tow n Hall Loan, £2,250 Colonial Treasure’s Account, £1,400 
Streets I oan, £6,000 , Colonial Treasmer s Account, -£700 
Public Mirkets Loan

£301 13s , othet Office

1 083 6 
1,821 1
2 644 18 
1,736 15

541 13 
1,254 1 

270 16 
243 15 
511 33 
618 9 
468 0 
216 13 
100 0

8
8
1
0
4
8
8
0
4
7
0
4
0

36 042 0 2
1 O^O 4 0
4 271 17 2

16,197 16 8
9,425 4 11

410 9 3
2,867 6 9

4 989 11 2
3 002 6 10
2 742 3 4
6 630 0 1

798 31 3
83 7 0

2 810 2 7
14,760 10 2

2 594 11 7
3,4’0 11 5

649 12 1
761 13 0

4 000 0 0
l,89o 17 5

789 2 6
702 2 4

6 377 2 0
14 750 0 0
14,000 0 0

5 655 0 0
17,250 0 0

3 650 0 0
6 700 0 0
2 500 0 0

£ s d 
73,528 6 0

11,541 4 4

71,171 7 It 
5,114 4 2

15,364 1 5

31,2"0 1 4

68,032 2 0

12,8v0 0 0
283,867 7 8

Sydnei, 17th February, 1898.

Correct, subject to the Half-Yearly Certificates m the Account Bcoks,—
Geo. Christie *S A A., ) Clty Aulltor-.
James Roblrtsov, FS.I.A., j J
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CATTLE SALE-YAEDS FUND.

3

RECEIPTS. DISBURSEMENTS.

Balance due by Union Bank,
1st January, 1897..............

Revenue by dues—Homebush..
Do Sydney.......

Office rents ..............................
Sale of manure ......................
Sale of windmill......................

£ s. d.

11,844 18 5
776 .2 2

58 10 0
30 0 0
14 5 0

£

£ s. 

1,171 15

12,723 15

13,895 11

d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
Salaries .................................. 433 6 8

8 Wages.......................................... 1,192 10 0
Incidental expenses .................. 249 9 4
Interest expenses ’ (Interest on

Debentures) .......................... 3,150 0 0
General Works.......................... 1,900 0 0

6,925 6 0
7 City Fund (Surplus transferred

6,970 5 3

3 £ 13,895 11 3

Correct, subject to tbe Half-yearly Certificates in tbe Account Book,—

Sydney, 17th February, 1898.
Geo. Cheistie, F.S.A.A., 
James Robeetsox, F.S.I.A. City Auditors.

PUBLIC MARKETS LOAN FUND.

■ RECEIPTS. ' DISBUESEMENTS.

Balance due by Union Bank, 1st January, 
1897 ......................................................

£ s. d.

72,021 4 4

73,718 15 0

Wages......................................
£ s. d.
208 0 0 

66,698 0 0 
147 2 4

£ s. d.

67,053 2 4

78,686 17 0

Proceeds of Loan (balance), £75,000, less 
discount £1,281 5s..............................

Incidental Expenses...............

Balance due by Union Bank, 
31st December, 1897..........

£ £145,739 19 4 145,739 19 4

Correct, subject to the Half-yearly Certificates in the Account Book,—
f-J-TVl l^TfDTCrTTT? T7 S A ASydney, 17th February, 1898. ■ James Robebisok,F.S.I.A., } City Allt3itors'

CITY FUND SUSPENSE ACCOUNT, RTS MOORE-STREET IMPROVEMENT.

RECEIPTS. DISBURSEMENTS.

Annual contributions ..........................................

Balance due to Union Bank, 31st December, 
1897 ..................................................................

&

£ s. d.
4,793 16 6

742 18 3

5,536 14 9

Balance due to Union Bank, 1st January, 
1897 ..............................................................

Interest expenses (Interest on Debentures, 
London) .....................................................

£

Correct, subject to the Half-yearly Certificates in the Account Book,—
Geo. Cheistie, F.S.A.A., l , r

Sydney, 17th February, 1898. James Eobebtson, F.S.I.A., / c - Auclltors'

. & s. d. 

1,191 14 9

4,345 0 0 

5,536 14 9

LIABILITIES
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LIABILITIES of the MUNICIPAL COUNCIL of SYDNEY, 31st December, 1897.

Debentures outstanding ...............
Amount due to Union Bank ,

City Funh.

Debentures outstanding . 

Debentures outstanding . 

Debentures outstanding , 

Debentures outstanding ,

Cattlb Sale-yaeds Fund. 

Town Hall Loan Fund. 

Stbeets Loan Fund. 

Mooee-stkeet Impkotement Fond.

Debentures outstanding
Less amount due by Union Bauk

Public Maekets Loan Fund.

City Fund Suspense Account, re Moobe-stbeet Improvement. 
Amount due to Union Bank ..........................................................

Less Sinking Fund—

Cattle Sale-yards : Invested in Debentures, £5,200 ; N.S.W. Funded Stock, £30,736;
Amount at Union Bank, £398 10s. 4d...........................................................................

Town Hail Loan: Invested in Debentures, £7,000; N.S.W. Funded Stock, 
£51,055 18s. lOd.; Amount at Union Bank, £3,323 0s. 3d.; Amount to Credit
with Colonial Treasurer, £19,172 16s. 9d.......................................................................

Streets Loan: Invested in Debentures, £17,500 ; N.S.W. Funded Stock, £83,128 ISs.; 
Amount at Union Bank, £7,846 18s. lOd.; Amount to Credit with Colonial
Treasurer, £9,586 8s. 4d.................................................................................................

Moore-street Improvement Loan : N.S.W. Funded Stock, £6,997 4s. lid.: Amount at
Union Bank, £138 4s. lid...............................................................................................

Public Markets Loan: N.S.W. Funded Stock, £2,500; Amount at”Union Bank, 
£2,519 14s. 6d...............................................................................................................

Liability.............................................................. £

£ s. d. 
100,000 0 0 
115,054 12 3

450,000 0 0 
78,686 17 0

36,334 10 4

80,551 15 10

118,062 2 2 

7,135 9 10 

5,019 14 6

215,054

35,000

275.000

300.000

250.000

371,313

742

s. d.

12 3 

0 0

0 0

0 0

0 O

3 O 

18 3

1,447,110 13 6

247,103 12 8

1,200,007 0 10

Suspense Account: Amount to Credit at Union Bank, £1,766 4s. 4d. Interest on Debenture Account.—Amount to Credit at 
x7,290 , Amount to Credit at London, £23,301 10s. Amount due to Contractors and others, £1,766 4s. 4d. x Amount due to Debenture Holders. 
£7,290; Amount due to Debenture Holders, London, £23,301 10s.

Correct, subject to the Half-yearly Certificates in the Account Books,—

Sydney, 17th February, 1898.

Sydney,
Sydney,

Geo. Cheistie, F.S.A.A., ) .
James Robebtson, F.S.I.A., j Auciltor8'

Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1898.
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1898.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

BOROUGH COUNCIL OF R00KW00D.
(PETITION FROM JOHN GROVES, EX-AUDITOR, BOROUGH OF ROOKWOOD, RESPECTING HIS POSITION

WHEN AUDITOR OF.)

Received by the Legislative Assembly, 6 July, 1898.

Petition to the Honorable Members of tbe Legislative Assembly of New South Wales for some inquiry 
and remedy in regard to the following injustice:—

The Petitioner states he was duly elected as auditor to Borough of Bookwood, on 17th July, 1897, 
and subscribed the declaration of office under the Municipahties Act to fulfil the duties in accordance 
with the provisions and directions of the Act, which has the sanctity of an oath.

Obstacles were placed in the way of my auditing, as reported to the Colonial Secretary, supported 
by sworn affidavits, on the 26th August, 1897, and the books, &c., were not exhibited for audit—as provided 
by section 183 of the Act (1867), and opinion of Crown Solicitor, of 14th July, 1893—until the 24th 
September, 1897, being nine days after time defined in the Act, and then only in part.

I ^hen proceeded with the audit, and finding gross irregularity in the expenditure, contrary to the 
Act, of ratepayers’ money by the Council, I reported thereon to the Council on the 16th October, 1897, 
showing sums amounting to £271 5s. 8d., wrongly appropriated to purposes not sanctioned by the Act, 
the by-laws, and legal decisions, and asking for corrections to enable the audit to be completed.

Prom thence onward the Council entirely ignored me as elected auditor, and instead, communicated 
with G-overnment Departments, eventually obtaining the services of a Government inspector—a Mr. Percy 
Williams, a similar name to my co-auditor—who stated auditors had nothing to do with matter even if 
fraud was detected; who apparently made some sort of an examination of the Council’s books, and 
reported, according to newspapers, “ That all collections had been duly accounted for, and disbursements 
had been made with approval of Pinance Committee, and complimented the Council Clerk upon the neat 
and correct way the books were kept,” &c.

_ Upon this certificate the Council took action in the Police Court, at Parramatta, against me for not 
signing the abstract as correct, to enable the Council to obtain the endowment from Government.

The case was heard on 20th and 22nd December, 1897, and decided by majority of two against and 
one for me; the latter, a Mr. Pearson, an experienced Bank manager.

_Mr. Inspector Williams stated, upon oath, that the abstract was then incorrect, and he would not 
have signed it had he been in my place as auditor. His certificate was, therefore, incorrect and false.

In various letters to the Treasury, I pointed out that there was a deficiency of £4 Is. in the cash
book ; numbers of knife erasures in cash-book; thirty-four pages of totals incorrect in rate-book; only 
£3 15s. 6d. cash in hand as confessed by the clerk, instead of £18 6s. 6d. as shown ; that £10 had been 
paid for work unperformed, there being no ledger account nor asset of the amount, as being due to the 
Council until covered by work; that the amount, with others, is entered in abstract for 31st January, 
1898, as an asset, presumably by alteration and entries in accounts since 2nd August, 1897, such being a 
dishonest concealment of irregularity.

That the sum of £271 5s. 8d., including £61 15s. by promissory note for a piano, £5 for flags and 
fairy lamps for Jubilee expenses, &c., &c., without the sanction of the Governor, and £120 taken from rates 
in June, 1897, to reduce debt upon the Town Hall building, but shown in accounts “ as to pay for land 
for site of Council,” which was actually paid for in November, 1896, has been wilfully and wrongfully 
applied. And that in my report of 16th October, 1897,1 was justified in objecting to whole of foregoing, 
and I stated in Court, upon oath, that the accounts were wrong to that extent, and that the abstract also 
was then, 22nd December, 1897, incorrect, although showing alterations made since 16th October, 1897.

A ledger was not produced in Court which had been asked for by my solicitor, and that and other 
books were not produced for audit, causing grave suspicion.

No contract book had been kept, and payments to one contractor of £162 were made as progress 
payments without showing what, if any, work had been partly or wholly completed, or even if commenced.

Papers ordered by by-laws to be kept as records were not kept, causing incomplete accounts, and 
conducing to encourage commencement of fraud.

125—
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The fact of my being fined for practically not signing an incorrect account is a miscarriage of 
justice, which I submitted to the Minister of Justice, together with a statement of suspended prejudgment 
of my case by Mr. Withers, one of the majority sitting Magistrates, on 20th December, 1897, according to 
an assertion by the' Mayor of Eookwood, but without effect, and without reply as regards suspicion of 
Mr. Withers prejudging the case.

That I submitted the whole case as grossly reflecting upon Mr. Inspector P. Williams, to the 
Auditor-General, as well as to Treasury, also without effect.

That I then submitted the whole matter to the Public Service Board, for inquiry as to conduct of 
Mr. Williams, under the Public Service Act of 1895, as advised, but was informed the Board had no 
jurisdiction.

Mr. Williams appears to have done the audit in about fifteen hours, as reported to Treasury, which 
accountants inform me is an utter impossibility.

That the third auditor legally appointed by the Eookwood Council and contrary to the Act, is the 
clerk of an adjoining Council (I having stated my willingness to complete the audit), signed the abstract 
sworn to as being incorrect, after a possible six hours’ work, and upon this signature, with that of my 
co-auditor, the abstract was accepted by the Treasury in its incorrect state as being correct.

This (third) auditor had been previously paid £2 18s. 9d., the exact sum due by him for arrears 
of rates, by the Council for some peculiar reason, and was paid £3 8s. for his convenient signature to a 
sworn incorrect abstract.

One of the aldermen here (Garthwaite) stated in presence^ three witnesses on 30th November, 
1897, “ That as soon as Groves was elected, they (meaning some dfx the Council) put money from one 
account to another to put things right, knowing how particular he (Groves) was,” and during my audit 
I detected sums amounting to £9 6s. 5d. had been irregularly transferred on 13th July, 1897, without 
any sanction by Council.

The whole of documents referred to are in Government Departments named.
Tour Petitioner, therefore, humbly prays for inquiry and simple justice.
And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

JOHN GEOVES.
Eookwood, 31st March, 1898.

IM.)
Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1898.
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1898.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

BOROUGH COUNCIL OB ROOKWOOD.
(PETITION FROM RATEPAYERS OF THE BOROUGH OF ROOKWOOD, CALLING ATTENTION TO 

ALLEGED EVASIONS OF THE MUNICIPALITIES ACT, 1897.)

Received iy the Legislative Assembly, 6 July, 1898.

Petition to the Honorable Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales for some remedy 
of the Municipalities Act of 1897, in regard to the actions of the Borough Council of Rookwood in 
evasion thereof, to enable ratepayers to enforce the proper laying out of their money by aldermen 
entirely in accordance with the Act, the by-laws, and legal decisions thereupon, in some inexpensive way, 
without the ratepayers having to go to the enormous expenses of appealing to the Supreme Court.

The Petitioners state that in their opinion their money paid in rates, with endowment thereupon 
received from Government, has been wastefully expended in and for purposes not. provided for by 
section 141 of the Act, and in disobedience of the by-laws, &c., especially in following instances, for 
six months to the 2nd August, 1897, and also since that date, in opposition to interests of ratepayers 
generally:—

£ s. a. 
120 0 0

6 12 10
7 16 10

4 11 8 

18 1'
5 0 0 

*10 0 0
6 15 01 
6 15 3)

61 15 0

4 10

15 5 0

21 5 0

Total ...£271 .5 8

To reduce debt upon town building, &c. (Hall) ...

For Park, without sanction of Governor..............

Jubilee expenses ......................................................

Men working at Town Hall ..................................

Men attending Council meetings ..........................

Flags and fairy lamps.,............................................

Advanced to solicitors for work unperformed, and 
not shown as an asset.

Interest on overdrafts without authority..............

Promissory note for piano ......................................

Deficient, as per butts of receipts...'......................

Election expenses and valuation ..........................

Law expenses, part not stated for what purpose... *

See opinion, Dr. Sly, 29th April, 1897, and 
wording of authority for loan for Town Hall. 

Opinion of Mr. Pigott, 3rd August, 1891, and 
section 132 of Act.

Section 141 of Act.

By-law 64 and 15.

Section 151 of Act, and Municipal Association.

Sections 158 and 141.

Deficiency in cash-book.

To servants already paid by salary, and sections 
126 and 127. •

By-law 15.

* Accounts since altered, and this amount, with others, shown as an asset in abstract for 31st January, 189S.

£140 18s. 8d., shown as debt of Town Hall, by—section 163 of Act, Overdraft—proper amount is 
£321 8s. 8d., as per entries in hooks, difference being appropriated from rates.

And other amounts expended without due notice of motion, in compliance with By-laws 15; and that 
one of the elected auditors reported above to Council of Rookwood without effect, and the Government 
has been unable to afford any relief. That the said auditor was fined at Police Court at Parramatta, at 
instance of Council, for practically not signing an incorrect account, as proved by Council s own witnesses 
and Government Inspector Percy E. Williams, on 22nd December, 1897.

126- Wherefore
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_ Wherefore your Petitioners pray your Honorable Assembly to perform what acts the Munici
palities Act of 1897, the by-laws, and legal decisions thereunder infer shall be done, to enable ratepayers 
to have some appeal for justice without the expense of the Supreme Court, which they are unable to 
incur, and there appearing at present no remedy within their reach to enforce the proper laying out of 
their money, and to enforce this that the full duties of auditors may be defined, so that they (the 
auditors) be compelled to examine in detail all books of accounts, vouchers, &c., and shall certify that 
in their opinion the books are kept in a manner to show expenditure by roads and streets so as to be 
understood generally, and that the aldermen have, in all the expenditure incurred, complied with the 
provisions of the Municipalities Act, the by-laws, and legal decisions (the latter as shown by Browning 
and Municipal Association books and circulars to he laid before auditors by Council) thereupon, with 
the following exceptions (here stating particulars of exceptions), which are consequently disallowed.

And also that the auditors, both or one, as convenient, may have access to books, &c. at all 
reasonable office hours during the period of their office. ’ ’

In conclusion, and in support hereof, we respectfully draw attention to the fact of a sum of 
£2G4 Is. lOd. only, out of a total revenue of £1,063 2s. 5d., having been laid out upon the roads and 
streets, &c., of the borough for the six months to 2nd August, 1897, and that the business papers of the 
Council, showing authorisation of all expenditure according to By-laws (13), and ordered to be kept as 
records of the Council by By-law 66, are not so kept, thereby preventing a proper audit of the accounts.

Tour Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray for such remedy as vour Honorable Assembly may 
consider ]ust and proper to meet the merits of their case. “■

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

2

[Here follow 65 signatures."] '

[SA]
Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—189S.
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1898.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

LEPROSY IN NEW SOUTH WALES.
(REPORT OH, FOR THE YEAR 1896.)

Printed under No. 1 Report from Printing Committee, 30 June, 1898.

The Secretary to the Board of Health to The Under Secretary for Einance and Trade.

Sir, Board of Health Office, 93, Macquarie-street, Sydney, 4 November, 1897.
I have the honor, by direction of the Board of Health, to forward you herewith a report on 

Leprosy in New South Wales for the year 1896, and to suggest that it should be laid before the Houses 
of Parliament.

I have, &e.,'
CLARENCE A. SIMMS,

------- r—:----  . Secretary.

On the 1st January, 1896, thirty-seven persons remained under detention at the lazaret. [See 
Appendix A.]

During the year nine persons were reported under the Leprosy Act, 1890, as being suspected lepers. 
Three of them were eventually admitted to the lazaret under warrants issued by the Board after careful 
investigation, the disease presented by the other six turning out to be of some other kind than leprosy.

Five patients died during the year. Four were natives of Australia of European decent (including 
one female) ; one was a native of Ireland.

During the year preparations were made for returning the Chinese patients, of whom there were 
twenty, to their own country. On 14th August nineteen of them were embarked in the cargo steamer 
“ Whampoa.” They travelled in charge of a male attendant, who was furnished with a supply of dressings 
and comforts, including opium, and they wrere given money at the end of the voyage to enable them to 
purchase Chinese clothes and to make their way to their villages, to the amount of £5 in some cases and 
of £8 in others, according to their alleged destination. The attendant who accompanied them and the 
agents at Hong Kong both reported that they arrived in their usual health, and evinced gratitude for the 
care taken of them during the voyage. They were transferred to a tug at Hong Kong, and were dismissed 
at Canton under supervision of the Consul there.

’ Thus the number remaining in the lazaret on 31st December, 1896, was 16 persons ; 11 were
whites, 7 of whom (including 3 females) were natives of New South Wales, 2 were English, 1 was 
a native of Fiji, and 1 of Germany, 2 were Chinese, 1 was a Javanese, 1 an aboriginal of Tanna, and 
1 a native of India.

In Appendix B appears a complete statement of the sex, nationality, occupation, age at and date 
of admission, former residence, and date of decease of all persons admitted to the lazaret from the begin
ning. The Roman numerals have reference to farther details given in Appendix C hereto (and in 
Appendices to the Reports of former years).

In Appendix C are given, as usual, notes of the new cases received during the year. To these are 
added radiographs of the bones of the hands of two patients suffering from the smooth form of leprosy. 
This Appendix being of a strictly technical character is not attached hereto, and, as usual, will be issued 
only to medical men specially interested in the subject and to the libraries of learned societies.

From Appendix B it will be seen that the total number of persons admitted since 1883, when 
patients first began to be received (though the notification of leprosy was first made compulsory and the 
detention of lepers provided for by law only towards the end of 1890), is sixty-one. Distributed under 
nationalities, the account stands as follows :—Natives of New South Wales, 15, of whom 7 have died and 
1 was released ; of Queensland, 1, deceased ; of England, 2 ; of Ireland, 2, deceased; of New Zealand, 1, 
deceased; of Fiji, 1; of Germany, 1; and all of these were whites, of European decent. There were also 

• * 97— ' 32
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32 natives of China, of whom 11 have died, and 19 have been returned to China ; of India, 2, of whom 1 
has died; of the West Indies, 1, discharged in 1885 ; of Java, 1 ; of the Hew Hebrides (Tanna), 1; of 
Hew Caledonia, 1, deceased; and all of these were coloured people.

The three patients recieved during the year were all Chinese. This is the first year since the 
Leprosy Act, 1890, was passed, in which no case in a white has come to notice.

Every opportunity has been given to members of the medical profession to visit the lazaret for the 
purpose of seeing such patients as were formerly under their care, and for study of the disease.

The following statements show the total expenditure for the year 1896 and the source from which 
the moneys have been paid :—

Statement of the total Expenditure of the Leper Lazaret (male and female) at Little Bay during the 
year 1896, showing from what sources the amounts have been paid :— ‘

Expenditure.
£ s. d.

To working expenses, as per attached statement 2,353 12 7 
,, removal and erection of lavatory, recreation

room, &e.................................................. 74 0 0
,, forming paths, &c.......................................... 26 9 0
,, fees for examination of lepers, proved or

suspected ................................................. 15 15 0
,, transferring nineteen Chinese lepers to China 1,946 0 0
,, X-ray photo of leper—H. J. T...................... 5 5 0

How Paid.
£ s. d.

From vote for the maintenance of Lepers by
the Board of Health...................................... 1,868 10 8

From vote for stores by the Controller-
General of Stores .......................................... 312 10 2

From votes under control of Government
Architect......................................................... 147 19 0

From vote of the Coast Hospital by services
and stores transferred .................................. 146 1 9

From vote under control of the Chief Secretary 1,946 0 0

Total.......................... £4,421 1 7 Total.............................. £4,421 1 7

Statement showing the Working Expenses of the Leper Lazaret (male and female) at Little Bay for the

Salaries ............................................................................................................................... 500 4 g
Provisions ................................................................................................................................... 829 18 3
*uel.......................................................................   137 4 10
Drugs, disinfectants, &e..................................................................................................... 200 14 7
Tobacco, cigars, and opium ................................................................................................. 69 5 7
Drapery, bedding, uniforms, &c........................................................................................ 205 16 7
Furniture, ironmongery, brushware, glassware, &c....................................................... 121 13 10
Books, papers, &c..................................................................................................................... 47 12 7
Material for repairs ................................................................................................................. 46 13 10
Wines, beer, and.spirits......................................................................................................... 58 5 8
Sundries.................................................................................................................................... 75 2 5

^ . Total .............................................................  £2,353 12 7
Being equal to an average of £81 3s. 2d. per inmate per annum.

It has been the earnest endeavour of the Board of Health to mitigate the sufferings of these 
unfortunate patients. Their wants have been carefully attended to by an experienced wardsman in charge, 
and by attendants and nurses, under direct supervision of the Medical Superintendent and Matron of the 
Coast Hospital.
„ , J. ASHBTTRTOH THOMPSOH,
Sydney, 4th Hovember, 1897. President.

APPEHD1X
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APPENDIX.

(A.)
Rettjbx showing number of persons found to be suffering from Leprosy and removed to Little Bay, New 

South Wales; also Deaths and Discharges for eaci. year since 1883.
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8 11 1 1
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* One West Indian discharged on the 29th Becember, 1885, his sores having healed and there being no law warranting his detention 
t One patient, I.L., reported 18th December, 1891, was removed to Little Bay on 12th January, 1892. } Native of Tanna '
§ Native of Fiji, of European descent. H Of European descent. (a) Returned to China on the 14th August 1896
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Summary of cases since 1883
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Total admitted since 1883............
Total died since 1883....................
Total discharged since 1883 ........

Remaining in on January 1, 1896

* Returned to China, 14th August, 1896. t Discharged, 29th Decembei, 1885. (See prewous note )

(B.)
Return of Particulars of Lepers detained at Little Bay, New South Wales, since the year 1883.

Name. Sex. Nationality. Occupation.
Admission

Where from.
No of Case 

in
Clinical
Notes.

Died.
Age on Date of.

A.H. ... Male ... Chinese........... Gardener .................. 42 39 April 1883 1K IWfl.y 1886
J.H. ... do ... do ........... do .................. 32 19 ..................
A.H. do ... do ........... 34
A.M. ... do ... do ........... 32 2S Oct Tenterfield XIV
A.P. ... do ... do ........... 27 ’ * XV ( («)
G.H. .. do ... do ........... Labourer .................. 37 27 Oct , 1884

J
K.K. ... do ... do ........... do ................... 24
J.B. ... do ... West Indian .. do ............... 51 22 Sept, 1885 ..
A.Y. ... do .. Chinese........... Gardener ............ 29 6 Feb., 1890.
C.B. ... do . do ........... 32 29 Jnn " 1886 XYI fr)
A.S. .. do ... do ......... 42
c.x. ... do ... Javanese ....... 24 XYII
A.L. ... do ... Chinese......... G-ardener .................. 44 20 May, 1887 Bathurst ................... 12 April, 1891.
Y.S. .. do ... do ....... Carpenter................. 31 20 April, 1888 . xviii (c)

#F.<3\ ... do ... N.S.W.......... Plasterer ............... 27 i 25 Sept., 1892. 
IA.Y. ... do .. Chinese ....... Gardener .................. 29 30 Sept, ,, Inverell . .... XIX

L.P. ... do ... do ...... Carpenter ............. 18 XX j (0
H.K.... do ... do ......... Miner .................... 28 23 Mar 1889 XXT

*H.B. ... do ... N.S.W........... 17 II 13 May, 1894.
*H.B. ... do ... do ........... 28 8 Ano- 1890 TIT
*AG. .. do ... do ........... Schoolboy................. 14 18 “ „ IY 11
*E.U. .. do ... do ........... Labourer ................. 23 16 Jan., 1891 Y
*H.S. ,. do ... do ........... Manner..................... 41 23 .................. YI 4 Fph 1891

A.L. . do ... Chinese....... Gardener ................ 30 26 Feb., ,, .. Newcastle .................... XXIII 28 Dec, 18951
*MJR. . . Jj'emale. N.S.W............. Domestic duties ...... 33 fll Mar., „ ... Surry Hills ........... YU 20 June, 1892.
T.W.... Male ... Chinese ......... Cook .................... 29 6 Aug , „ . Narrandera ................ XXV •)
W.C. do ... do ... . Labourer ................ 40 27 „ „ . . Sydney ........................ XXIV [ (c)
A.JtL. .. do .. do . .. . Storekeeper ......... 25 18 Sept, „ .. Mudgee ................ XXII 5

... do S.S Islander Labourer ............... 25 8 Dec, „ Clarence River......... XXVI
*R.W. .. do N.S.W. . Carpenter ......... 47 24 „ „ Narrabn .................. Till 27 Mar., 1896.
*I.L. . Jj'emale. do ... . Domestic duties ... 53 U8 „ „ . Waverley.................. IX
AS. . Male ... Chinese Cabinet-maker . . 28 21 April, 1892 .. Sydney .................... XXYII 29 June, 1892.

*C.D. .. do . N.S.W. . .. Carpenter ............. 24 30 „ „ . Gunnedah..................... X
S.P. ... do ... iilnglish.... . Commercial Traveller 49 7 June, ,, Sydney .................... XI
H.G. ... do . Chinese ........ Wood-cutter............ 47 19 Sept., ,, .. do ................. XXVIII (c)

*M.E.K. .b'emaie N.S.W............. 43 21 . XTT
LP.H. Male ... Chinese...... Gardener............... 41 12 Oct., „ ... Manly ....................... XXIX (c)

JW.W.. do ... Fijian ......... Schoolboy................ 13 27 , „ Sydney ..................... XIII
A.-L. do .. Chinese .. Gardener........... 35 3 Nov., ,, .. Bombala ............... XXXI
A.Q. ... do .. do .......... Dealer .................. 39 15 „ „ do .................... XXXII (c)
J.C. .. do ... do ........... 38 29 „ „ Sydney........... XXXIII 2 Aug, 1893.
A.G. .. do .. do ...... Labourer.............. 26 7 Dee., „ . Parramatta .. ....... XXX j
G-.Y. do ... do .......... Cook .................. 68 31 „ „ Sydney ......................... XXXIV 7 (?)AP. do ... do ... Hawker.................. 33 21 Jan , 1893 Parramatta ................. XXXV

I MM. Female JNew Zealander 24 27 Feb., „ .. EiJ1 ...... XXXVI 10 Sept, 1895.
AT. . Male Chinese .. .. Bushman ................ 28 15 April, ,, ... Cooma .............. XXXVII (c)*N G. do .. N S.W......... Miner ..................... 61 21 „ „ Parramatta Asylum .. XXXVIII 4 April, 1896

*A.M. Jj'emale.. do . ... Housewife ............. 35 7 Sept., ,, . Balmam ........... XXXIX 13 Mar, ,,
P.M. ... Male Indian Hawker..................... 47 3 Nov, „ . Newcastle ................ XL

*E.R. . .b'emaie.. N S.W. .. Domestic duties .... 16 18 „ ,. West Maitland ......... XLI
OHM. Male . G-ennan . Station Overseer..... 65 25 Jan , 1891 .. Sydney...................... XLII

JWH.D do .. Queensland ....................... 21 18 April, „ . do .......................... XLIII 29 Nov , „
GN. ... do .. New Caledonia Pearl-diver ... . 20 16 July, „ .. do .................... XLIV 1 Sept., 1895.

*H J.T... do . NSW........... Bushman............. 52 10 Oct, „ .. do ....................... XLV
K J. do Indian........... Hawker ................ 30 XLVI 2 Aug, „
J.T. do ... English .. . . Labourer ................ 70 XLYIII
T O’B... do . Irish ........... do ............... 70 LTTT
W.F ... do ... do ......... Clerk...................... 40 8 " ” T,TT R IRQft
H J. do ... Chinese......... 31 TV
H.Y. .. do ... do .......... Gardener .................. 26 LIV ( (c)
A.T. . do .. do ........... do ................. 31 25 Dec., ,, Oxley............................ LVI

* These are all natives of New South Wales, of European descent f Date of report These patients were afterwards remo\ed to Little Bay.
t Of Euiopean descent. § This patient was transferred to a Hospital for the Insane on 2nd April, 1885, where also his death occurred. ^ This patient was
discharged on the 29th December, 1835 (see note * to Appendix A) || Discharged, 1st May, 1895

. Notes .—(a) The only additional cases of lepiosy in New South Wales which have been reported to the Board of Health are P S , ce£ 38, died m the Richmond 
River District in March, 1887, and G R , cet. 28, whose death, certified by his medical attendants, was reported by the City Coroner on the 18th Juljr, 1889 Both of 
these persons were of European parentage (&) On comparison with the reports for pre\ ious years, differences m ages or dates of admission of some coloured patients 
will be obsen ed, those now given are the correct ages and dates, (c) Returned to China, 14th August, 1896.

[3<Z.]
Sjdney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer —1898.

/



1193

1898.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

ABORIGINES.
(REPORT OF BOARD FOR 1897.)

Printed under No. 1 Report from Printing Committee, 30 June, 1898.

The Aborigines Protection Board to The Principal Under Secretary.
Office of Board for Protection of Aborigines,

Sir, ' 105, Pbillip-street, Sydney, 31 March, 1898.

In accordance with the usual practice, we have the honor to submit, for the information of 
the Chief Secretary, a Report of our proceedings during the year 1897, together with information as to 
the number, location, and present condition of the Aborigines throughout the Colony, and a detailed 
statement of the expenditure of the funds voted by Parliament for their assistance.

"Weekly meetings of the Board continue to be regularly held and attended by the majority of the 

members. Messrs. John See, M.L. A., TJnni William Carpenter, and G-eorge Edward Ardill were appointed 
by the G-overnment to seats on the Board, Mr. See’s appointment dating from the 25th June, and that 
of the other two gentlemen from the 19th October last.

The constant attention given by the Board to the interests of the aboriginal population of the 
Colony has resulted in a decided improvement in their moral and social condition, and in their general 
welfare. The children are more generally taught and trained; many of the adults are employed in 
industrial pursuits ; they are decently housed and clad ; and the aged, sick, and infirm are fairly cared 
for, clothed, and fed. There is still, however, room for improvement. Huts are required on many of 
the reserves ; farming appliances, boats, fencing, &c., are also needed; but the action of the Board is 
greatly restricted by the want of the necessary funds. The expenditure is not large, and the Vote is 
administered with rigid economy. The Board therefore express an earnest hope that this appeal for a 
more liberal provision will receive favourable consideration by the G-overnment.

The statistics of the aboriginal population of the Colony (see Appendix: A), compiled from infor
mation collected by the police on the 15th October last, show a total of 3,422 full-bloods and 3,663 half- 
castes—7,085 in all.

These figures exhibit, as .compared with the numbers for the previous year, a decrease of 81 full- 
bloods, but an increase of 182 half-castes—a net increase of 101.

The deaths amongst the full-bloods exceeded the births by 60, the numbers being 137 and 77 
respectively. On the other hand, there were 86 more births than deaths amongst the half-castes, the 
former reaching a total of 151 and the latter 65. These figures would, however, show a total increase 
of 20 only. The difference can only be accounted for by the fact that great difficulty is experienced in 
taking a correct census, more especially in the remote districts, owing to the wandering habits of the race.

The number of half-castes now exceeds that of the full-bloods, there being a difference of 241 in 
favour of the former. Twelve years back the number of full-bloods was slightly more than double that of 
the half-castes. Since that time the full-bloods have decreased at the average annual rate of 160, against 
an average annual increase of 86 half-castes.

*54—A A
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A total sum of £16,732 12s. 3d. was expended by the Government on behalf of the Aborigines 
during the year {see Appendix C). This includes ah expenditure of £12,170 Is. 2d. by the Board, 
£864 Is. 2d. by the Chief Medical Officer, £987 5s. 2d. by the Minister of Public Instruction, 
£2,658 18s. 9d. by the Controller-General of Stores, and £52 6s. by the Chief Secretary.

The expenditure by the Board is given in detail {see Appendix D). A sum of £9,206 3s. 7d. was 
expended in the purchase of food, clothing, medical comforts, boats and gear, fishing-tackle, fencing-wire, 
farming-implements, seed, material for the erection and improvement of dwellings, &c.; £315 19s. lOd. 
for the fares of Aborigines travelling on the railway lines; and £2,647 17s. 9d. in liquidating claims 
incurred specially in connection with the Cumeroogunga (Murray), Warangesda (Murrumbidgee), and 

Brewarrina (Barwon) Aboriginal Stations.

We may again point out that the rule by which we have been guided in the distribution of the 
funds placed at our disposal has been to restrict the issue of rations and clothing to Aborigines who are 

aged, sick, or infirm, and therefore unable to work for their own support, and to children who are 
attending school or whose parents are unable to provide for them. The young and able-bodied are made 

to support themselves and their families if work is at all procurable.

Pour additional reserves, as under, aggregating an area of 1,632 acres, have been set apart during 

the year for the use of Aborigines:—

Megalong , 
Goodooga 
Bundarra 
Quambone

22 acres 
240 „ 
170 „ 

1,200 „

The reserve of 40 acres at Byron Bay being no longer required has been revoked.

In 1883, the year in which the Board took office, the number of such reserves throughout the 
Colony was 25 only, with a total area of 3,500 acres. On the 31st December last the number had been 

increased to 113, and the total area to 26,930 acres.

Pair progress continues to be made in the cultivation of a number of these reserves, in which 
direction the Board continue to give every assistance and encouragement. Some of the reserves, 
particularly those in the pastoral districts, are simply used by the Aborigines as camping-grounds, the men 

being generally employed in various kinds of labour on sheep-stations.

Suitable provision for housing the Aborigines has been made in several districts. During the year 
comfortable dwellings have been erected at Barrington, La Perouse, Terry-hie-hie, Ingalba, Lake 

Macquarie, Ilralla, Walcha, and Wellington.

Schools established specially for the instruction of aboriginal children are still in operation at 
Brewarrina, Brungle, Cumeroogunga, Porster, Grafton, Mulyan (Cowra), Holland’s Plains, Warangesda, 
and Wauchope. Satisfactory reports regarding the same continue to be received from inspectors under 

the Public Instruction Department. The pupils are generally bright and happy in appearance, very 

attentive and orderly, and are making good progress in their studies.

The half-time school on the reserve at Barrington has been temporarily closed, as, owing to the 
removal of a number of settlers from the district, another half-time school with which it was being worked 

had to be discontinued.
The total number of aboriginal children now receiving instruction is 617—606 at public schools, 

and 11 privately. The Board continue to offer every inducement for the attendance of these children at 

school, chiefly by the supply of decent clothing and rations to all who regularly attend.

The police have been successful during the year in obtaining convictions against a number of 

persons in the Metropolitan District for supplying Aborigines with intoxicating liquor, also in the following 

country districts Yass, Burrowa, Pilliga, Bourke, Milparinka, Cuttabri, Menindie, Gilgunnia, Lismore, 

Hillgrove, Narrandera, and Urana.

Very satisfactory progress continues to be made at the Home for Aborigines near Grafton. Pifty- 
two Aborigines are now settled there, and a number of others throughout the Clarence Liver district make 
it their home when out of work, sick, or in need of rest. The health generally has been good, and the 
local Board report that the residents are very contented and comfortable. The Board have reason to be 
gratified with the success of this institution—established by them to afford homes for the old, infirm, and 
sick, to give work to the young and able-bodied, and to educate and train the children. Several visitors
have made commendatory remarks regarding the management and progress of the station.

V - A
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A number of improvements have been effected at Warangesda during the year by the erection of 
additional dwellings, repairs of fences,. scrub-cutting, &c. About 83 acres were put under wheat, but 

owing to the drought a poor yield only resulted. The health of the residents has been good, and their 

conduct, with few exceptions, satisfactory.

At the Brewarrina Station the whole of the ringbarked area, consisting of about 3,000 acres, has 
been suckered. Six boys and 5 girls are apprenticed out from this settlement to district residents, and, 
generally speaking, give satisfaction. 474 sheep were shorn, yielding 3,986 lb. of wool, giving a net 
return of £81 11s. Id. The local Board report that the place is kept thoroughly clean, that the Aborigines 
are well satisfied, and that the children are improving considerably owing to the care bestowed upon them 

by the matron. When it is considered that upon the Board taking action at Brewarrina the whole of 

the local aboriginal population were affected with loathsome disease, and were living in and near the town 
in a state of the utmost distress and degradation, the present satisfactory state of affairs is a subject for 
the deepest congratulation.

The assumption by the Board of the control of the Cumeroogunga, Warangesda, and Brewarrina 
Aboriginal Stations, has been approved by the Chief Secretary, and the Board have made all necessary 

arrangements for the proper carrying on of the work at those institutions, with the assistance of the local 
Boards already in existence. So far the result appears entirely satisfactory.

The Council of the Aborigines Protection Association were given representation on the Board by 

the appointment thereto of two of their members (Messrs. Carpenter and Ardill), and so that their work in 

connection with the religious instruction of the Aborigines might be continued, the Chief Secretary 
directed the retention by the Council of a sum of £100 as a fund specially for that purpose. A sum of 

£14 16s. 6d., collected by the La Perouse Mission Committee, and lodged with the Council, was returned 
to that body, and the balance, in hand, together with all books, was transferred to the Board on the 8th 
January last.

The necessary authority having been obtained from the Treasury, a special account was opened 
with the Commercial Banking Company of Sydney (Limited) for moneys received from the various 

aboriginal stations, as proceeds of sale of produce, &c., and of goods disposed of to the Aborigines from the 
station sale-stores.

The receipts from produce during the year totalled £315 19s. 2d., and the expenditure 
£168 0s. Id. A detailed statement will be found in Appendix H.

The Board decided to continue the stores established by the Aborigines Protection Association at 
Cumeroogunga and Warangesda for the sale of goods to Aborigines, chiefly articles of food and clothing 

not included in the ordinary ration. The Aborigines at times earn good wages in the surrounding districts 
in shearing and other work, and in contract work at the stations, grubbing, clearing, ploughing, &c. The 
goods being retailed at cost price, or slightly over, to allow for any depreciation, not only is a pecuniary 

advantage gained by the Aborigines in purchasing their requirements at the station store, but their 
earnings are not squandered in drink by visits to the towns, as was often the case before such stores were 
in existence. The receipts during the year totalled £352 4s. Id., and the expenditure £350 15s. 3d. 
(see Appendix I).

A sum of £107 8s. 3d. was on the 31st December last lying to the credit of a trust account opened 
by the Board with the Government Savings Bank, being wages received in trust from employers of a 

number of aboriginal children apprenticed from the stations. On the same date the Association had 
similar moneys in hand totalling £174 Is. 6d. This was transferred to the Board on the 12th January 
last.

In conclusion, we desire to acknowledge much valuable assistance cheerfully rendered us by the 
various local Boards and the police generally in our efforts to ameliorate the condition of the race.

We have, &c.,

EDMUND POSBEltY, Chairman.
W. H. SUTTOE, '
E. H. D. WHITE,
J. M. CHANTED,
JAMES E. HILL, l Members.

JOHN SEE,
U, W. CAEPENTEE,
G. E. AEDILL, „

APPENDICES.
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APPENDICES.

APPENDIX A.
Census Betuens, 1897.

Locality.
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Animbo .............. ...................................... i i i

Arakoon ..................................................... 6 4 i 6 5 5 27 2 2 i 2 2 2 17 28 55
Armidale ................................................... 5 1 3 9 18 5 1 ... 2 9 17 35
Ashford ............................... ..................... 7 3 2 i i 5 19 3 2 1 3 18 27 46
Ballina......................................................... 3 1 2 6 1 2 3 9
Balranald..................................................... 3 4 1 6 i 7 22 2 i 4 7 29
Baradine ..................................................... 1 1 3 5 3 2 17 30 31
Barraba ..................................................... 1 1 3 3 1 19 26 27
Barringun ................................................. 13 6 11 2 17 49 6 6 7 19 68
Bateman’s Bay .......................................... 1 2 1 1 5 2 2 4 9
Bathurst ..................................................... 1 1 1 i 2
Bellingen.................................................... 4 5 4 4 4 3 ie 40 2 2 ii 15 55
Bendemeer ................................................. 1 1 1
Berrigan ..................................................... 1 ... 1 i 1 2
Bingara......................................................... i 1 2 i 3 6 7
Blackville................................................... 1 1 i 3 ... S
Boggabilla ................................................. 12 1 9 3 io 35 3 i 3 8 is 50
Boggabri ..................................................... i , 1 7 4 5 16 17
Booligal ..................................................... i 2 3 6 1 1 2 8
Bourke and Byrook .................................. 3 2 3 3 2 5 io 28 5 1 3 2 13 24 52
Brewarrina ................................................. 15 12 3 15 6 6 24 81 2 i 10 2 27 42 123
Broadwater................................................. 2 1 1 1 i 6 1 3 4 10
Broke ......................................................... i 1 i 3 3
Broken Hill................................................. 1 1 1
Brushgrove ................................................. 2 i i 2 i i 8 1 1 9
Buckley’s Crossing..................................... i 1 i 1 2 3
Bundarra..................................................... i 3 3 3 i 2 15 28 2 i 4 7 14 42
Bung wall Flat............................................. 2 2 i 5 5
Byron Bay ................................................. i i 2 2
Camden ..................................................... i i 2 i 5 10 10
Cannonbar ................................................. 2 2 4 3 2 3 8 24 3 4 9 16 40
Canowindra................................................. 1 1 i 1 2
Carroll......................................................... 2 2 6 4 ie 26 28
Casino ......................................................... 21 24 7 27 24 8 52 163 6 2 8 22 38 201
Cassilis......................................................... 1 1 2 1 1 3
Central Tilba ............................................. 4 9 3 2 6 3 1 28 16 is 2 25 i2 72 140 168
Clare............. ............................................... 2 2
Cobar ....................................................... 7 8 ii 4 4 ii 20 65 1 i i 3 6 71
Condobolin ................................................. 8 5 i 2 1 9 26 4 3 6 6 19 45
Coolamon..................................................... 1 3 4 4
Cooma ......................................................... 1 1 1
Coonabarabran ......................................... i 1 9 3 1 5 3 i 25 47 48
Coonamble ................................................. 11 9 3 6 3 3 28 63 4 1 4 1 10 20 83
Copeland........................ .......................... 3 1 2 8 14 1 2 1 12 16 30
Copmanhurst ............................................. 3 9 1 3 4 16 36 3 4 i ill 19 55
Coraki .............. .......................................... 5 5 1 6 4 14 35 3 i 3 i 17 25 60
Coramba ..................................................... 2 1 4 2 1 i 11 1 1 .... 3 5 16
Corowa......................................................... 4 2 2 8 2 2 10
Cowra ......................................................... 6 1 3 2 i 6 19 4 2 3 2 23 34 53
Cudgen........................ ................................ 1 1 i 2 5 1 4 6 11 16

3 2 2 4 11 3 i 2 9 15 26
Dandaloo..................................................... 4 2 3 2 8 19 5 i 4 i 18 29 48
Darlington Point(including Warangesda) 8 5 3 3 i 8 28 8 3 15 4 47 77 105
Delegate ..................................................... 3 4 i 4 4 16 1 5 6 22
Deniliquin ................................................. 3 4 i 8 3 2 5 i 20 31 39
Drake ......................................................... ii 13 10 io ii i2 67 6 1 2 7 i 17 34 101
Dubbo ......................................................... 6 4 1 3 5 19 4 1 5 i 16 27 46
Dungog......................................................... 1 1 ’ 2 1 5 6 8
Eden............................................................. 2 2 i 6 11 i 1 i i 8 12 23
Euabalong .......... ..................................... 2 3 i 4 i 10 21 7 2 5 i 18 33 54
Emu Flat..................................................... i 1 1
Eugowra ................................... ................. 1 i 2 2 2 i 2 6 13 15
Eulowrie..................................................... 1 1 i 3 4 5
Euston......................................................... 2 'i i 2 1 10 1 i n

Forbes ......................................................... 6 3 2 2 3 5 21 5 3 2 4 i 34 49 70
Forster...................................................... . 1 1 1 1 1 5 7 4 8 4 36 59 64
Garah ......................................................... 5 3 3 6 3 4 26 50 5 5 i 4 6 i 37 59 109
Gilgunnia ................................................. 1 1 1 3 3
Gladstone................. ................................... 4 1 i 2 2 2 4 16 5 i 3 2 i 19 31 47
Glen Innes ................................................. 1 1 2 1 1 1 7 10 12

9 7 i 6 5 2 23 53 6 5 3 19 33 86
Grafton South............................................ 5 4 3 3 5 1 7 28 2 2 2 5 11 39
Grenfell ..................................................... 1 1 2 i 1 i 3 5
Grong Grong ............................................. i i 1 1 io 14 14
Goodooga, Angledool, and Tatalla ...... 15 14 18 8 ii i5 io 100 8 10 26 44 144
Gulargamb one.............................................. 2 3 2 1 2 14 24 2 3 2 3 16 26 50
Gunnedah ................................................. 4 3 1 i 4 13 3 4 4 i 7 16 32
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APPENDIX A—continued,.

Full-bloods. Half-castes.
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Hargraves ................................................ i i 5 7 7
Harwood.................................................... 4 3 2 3 i 2 5 20 1 i 4 24
Hay ........................................................ 1 1 6 8 2 1 7 10 18
Hill End ............................................... i 1 1
Hillgrove.................................................... 2 i 3 i 1 i 3 6
Hillston ......... ......... . . 4 2 2 3 8 2 19 40 i 1 2 4 44
Inverell ................................................ 1 1 i
Ivanhoe ................................................. 1 4 2 1 4 4 9 25 25
Katoomba ................................................ 8 i i i 2 8 21 21
Kempsey............................ .... 27 8 5 17 13 10 33 113 16 8 2 16 6 3 43 94 207
Kerramingby .......... ..................... 3 4 5 1 3 3 8 27 6 4 5 27 42 69
Kiama ................. ................. 1 1 9 9 30 48 49
Kookabookra ......................................... 3 2 3 2 8 18 3 1 4 22
Lake Cudgelhco....................................... 1 2 1 2 3 9 1 i 1 4 7 16
La Perouse..................................... 1 1 1 1 i 5 9 1 1 6 3 14 34 39
Lawrence ............................ . 8 9 1 5 7 7 37 1 1 3 5 42
Leadville ............................ ... 2 1 3 , . 3
Lismore ................................................. 11 7 *1 2 2 4 11 44 5 i 2 8 16 60
Liverpool .............................................. 1 2 3 3
Louth ........................................ 12 6 4 8 2 3 11 46 4 2 4 9 19 65
Mamckville ............................ . .. 16 6 16 10 2 11 24 85 7 1 ..*. 7 4 i 26 46 131
Maclean ............ ............. 2 2 2 1 4 7 9
Maitland . .......................... 1 1 1
Manilla...................................................... 4 1 3 1 i 28 38 38
Marsdens ................... . . 1 1 1 3 3
Menmdie.............................. ............. 7 i 5 2 12 27 1 1 1 3 30
Meroe .................................................... . 7 2 3 2 3 i 4 22 3 4 2 9 31
Mernwa .......................................... 1 1 1
Milparinka.......................... ...... 24 12 8 ii 25 80 3 2 15 20 100
Milton ............................... . o 1 2 5 10 8 3 8 i 3 34 57 67
Moama (including Cumeroogunga) . . 8 7 3 4 1 3 26 23 13 21 12 115 184 210
Mogil Mogil and Collarendabn .. . 12 12 4 10 10 4 16 68 5 3 13 21 89
Molong ........................................ 1 3 i 3 8 8
Mongarlowe .. ................................ 1 1 1 2 4 9 9
Moonbi..................................... . 1 1 1
Moree ...................................... 7 3 i 7 3 8 29 8 1 10 1 31 51 80
Morpeth .. . ........... ........ 2 2 3
Moruya........................................ i 3 2 2 7 15 7 3 i 15 26 41
Mossgiel . .................. ... 20 9 4 19 6 3 20 81 4 2 ii 17 98
Moulamein.............. . .. 3 12 2 3 2 2 24 12 7 4 3 23 49 73
Mullumbimby........................................... 3 1 3 2 9 9
Mundooran ... . . 1 1 1
Mungmdi .......................... .. . 10 4 3 4 6 2 11 40 3 5 2 22 32 72
Murrurundi ... .. . ............ 1 2 3 3
Murwillumbab .. .............................. 10 4 4 2 5 25 1 2 9 12 37
Narrabn...................... .. . . 2 4 1 1 1 3 12 4 1 6 11 22 34
Narrandera . .............. 5 4 1 10 3 9 6 18 28
Nymboida ..................... .. 4 2 2 5 1 9 23 5 1 i 1 8 31
Nelligen %..... .............. ...... 2 1 2 9 14 14
Newcastle ................................................ 1 2 3 1 i 4
Nimitybelle .............................. . . i 1 1
Nowra ............ ............ . . 2 6 i 6 i 5 21 14 2 2 14 4 i 54 91 112
Nundle .................................... i 1 i 10 13 13
Nymagee............. .. . 1 1 1
Nyngan ....................... .............. 2 1 2 2 i 1 9 2 1 3 12
Obley .. ...................... . . 6 7 4 2 2 21 2 3 4 3 13 25 46
Orange................. ... ... 4 1 2 1 8 8
Oxley ... . . 3 2 5 1 i 8 io 15
Pallamallawa .... 1 2 3 1 1 1 9 2 5 9 16 25
Palmer’s Island ... .. . 1 1 1
Parkes . , . . . . 1 2 2 5 2 2 1 i 6 12 17
Peak Hill .......................... 9 3 2 2 1 14 31 3 2 5 36
Penrith ..................... 1 3 4 1 1 5
Picton .... ........ .................... 1 1 2 1 5 12 1 4 2 i 20 40 45
Pilliga 9 8 2 5 4 1 4 33 10 2 7 1 11 31 64
Pooncane . .... 14 8 3 7 0 2 39 78 1 1 7 9 87
Port Macquarie................................... 4 6 2 3 4 1 13 33 13 3 1 8 4 i 30 60 93
Quambone ............................................ 5 9 2 10 5 3 16 50 1 2 5 8 58
Queanbeyan.............................................. 2 1 4 7 7
Rylstone ..................................... 1 2 3 4 1 5 i 17 28 31
Sans Souci ............................................... 1 1 2 2
Scone . . . 3 1 1 5 3 3 8
Singleton ............................ ........ 6 1 1 3 4 1 13 29 3 9 i 24 37 66
S of ala . ........................................ 1 1 1 1 2
Stroud ......................................... 2 2 i 1 3
Swansea ................. ................. 2 1 1 i 5 5
Tamworth ............................................... 1 1 2 4 1 1 2 6
Taree ................................. .......... 5 3 1 1 3 3 16 5 1 5 3 21 35 51
Tareena ................ ................ 5 o 3 1 3 14 1 1 1 3 17
Tea Gardens ......................................... 2 i 1 1 3 8 3 1 6 i 13 24 32
Tenterfield............................................ i 1 2 ... 2
Tibooburra ................................................ 32 9 3 25 5 io 84 3 15 is 102
Tmgha........................................................ ... ... i 1 1 1
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APPENDIX A—continued.
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Tinonee .............................,....................... i i 6 8 8
Tooma ......................................................... i i 2 2
Torrowangee ............................................. 5 7 i io 5 3 7 38 5 i 2 8 46
Trangie......................................................... 3 i 4 3 i 2 6 10
Trunkey ..................................................... 3 3 9 15 15
Tuena ......................................................... 2 2 _ 2
Tumbarumba ............................................. 3 i 3 7 7
Tumbulgum................................................. 2 i i i 5 5
Tumut ......................................................... ITi 3 4 5 2 i 9 31 9 8 8 5 34 64 95
Ulmarra ..................................................... 1 1 1
Uralla ......................................................... i 1 i 2 3 2 17 29 30
Urana ......................................................... 2 i 2 5 1 1 1 3 8
Walbundrie................................................. i 1 2 2
Walcha......................................................... 8 5 8 2 22 45 ii 4 12 4 56 87 132
Walcha Road............................................. 3 2 1 15 21 21
Walgett, Carinda, and Comborah.......... 14 ii 3 18 9 O 23 86 io 6 14 1 60 91 177
Wanaaringand ¥antabulla...................... 20 5 3 10 6 .4 10 58 i 6 7 65
Wardell ................................... ................. 8 2 1 3 2 1 6 ' 23 3 i 4 20 28 51
Warialda..................................................... i 1 i 1 2
Warren ..................................................... 4 i i i 2 9 i 4 5 14
Wee Waa..................................................... 4 i 2 5 1 12 25 3 i i 8 13 38
Wellington ................................................. 6 2 1 1 7 17 5 4 i 7 3 23 43 60
Wentworth................................................ 1 3 2 6 6
Werris Creek ............................................. 1 1 i 1 4 is 7 2 ii 7 29 70 74
White Cliffs................................................. 3 2 3 1 1 10 10
Whitton ..................................................... 1 1 2 ... 2
Wilcannia ................................................. 6 2 3 6 i i 1 20 i 2 3 23
Wilson’s Downfall...................................... 1 5 2 1 4 5 18 i i 4 6 24
Windsor ................... ................................ 1 1 1 2 5 19 5 4 14 5 57 104 109
Wingham..................................................... 3 1 3 7 3 3 2 14 22 29
Wollar......................................................... 3 2 3 S 3 i 13 17 . 25
Wollongong................................................. 2 i i 1 5 3 i i 2 i 8 16 21
Woodburn ................................................. 1 1 2 2
Woodenbong ............................................. 6 4 4 3 3 2 7 28 4 3 i 6 14 42
Woogoolga ................................................. 4 4 3 2 4 17 1 i 2 4 21
Yamba ....................................................... 1 1 1 2 5 5
Yass............................................................. 4 i 4 9 is 7 i 12 io 65 ibs 117
Yetman ...... .............................................. 1 1 1
Young ......................................................... 1 1 2 2

Total..................................... 710 500 233 488 335 157 999 3,422 580 215 29 544 184 25 2,086 3,663 7,085

APPENDIX B.

Census Betuens, 1897. 
Comparison, with year 1896.

By return, 1896 .....................................

Do 1897 ......................................

Decrease.....................................................

% FulbbloodSi Half-castes.

Grab <3
d?otal.. Adults.

Children. Total.
Adults.

Children. Total.
Males. Females. Males. i’emales.

1.442

1.443

1,028

980

1,033

999

3,603

3,422

788

824

729

753

1,964

2,086

3,481

3,663

6,984

7,085

48 34 81

1 36 24 122 182 101

Total Increase, Half-castes...................... .......................................... 182
Less Total Decrease, Full-bloods ..................................................... 81
Total Increase, Half-castes...................... .......................................... 182
Less Total Decrease, Full-bloods ..................................................... 81

Net Increase, whole Aboriginal Population .................. 101

Bieths and Deaths, 1897.

Full-bloods. Half-castes.

Births reported ..................................... ........ ... . 11 Births reported .......... ................................... . 151

Deaths reported .................. ........................ . . 137 Deaths reported ............................................. . 65

Decrease by Deaths over Births . 60 Increase by Births over Deaths ........ . 86



APPENDIX C.

Expendittjbe by tbe G-overnment on bebalf o£ tbe Aborigines; 1897.

7

Department.

Aborigines Protection Board,

Chief Secretary.........
Chief Medical Officer 
Government Stores .. 
Public Instruction ..

Particulars. ' Amount expended.

f Rations, clothing, medical comforts, fishing boats and 
gear, fishing tackle, farming implements, seed, 
fencing-wire, erection of dwellings, &c., &e. (for
aborigines generally)...................................................

Expenses in connection with the Home for Aborigines, 
Clarence River—Salary of Manager, wages of abori
gines, rations, clothing, medical comforts, seed,
building material, harness, and sundries ..................

- Expenses in connection with the Cumeroogunga, 
Warangesda, and Brewarrina Aboriginal Stations— 
Rations, clothing, medical comforts, drugs, building 
material, farming implements, seed, fencing-wire, 
wire-netting, water-piping, sheep, harness, salaries
of managers, wages of aborigines, and sundries.......

Conveyance of aborigines on the railway lines of the
Colony..... .....................................................................

. Salary of Secretary (six months).....................................

£

8,603

565

2,647

315
37

s. d.

7 7

6 0

17 9

19 10 
10 0

£ s. d.

Burial expenses—aborigines .........................................
Medical attendance and medicine..................................
Blankets, clothing, stationery, &c..................................
Repairs to buildings, salaries of teachers, schoohbooks, 

fuel and cleaning, in connection with schools 
specially for aboriginal children..................................

Total.................................................

12,170 1 2 
' 52 6 0

864 1 2 
2,658 18 9

987 5 2 

£16,732 12 3

APPENDIX D.

Expendituee by tbe Board on Aborigines generally, 1897.

Locality.
Average monthly 

number receiving aid.
Period. Nature of Supply or Service. Amount expended 

during the year.
Adults. Children.

£ s. d.
Angledool .................. 21 13 12 months... Rations and clothing ......... ......................... ............ 124 14 7

non
5 fi 13 fi

2 12 „ ... 7 12 11
12 2 12 ... 73 14 ?
4 16 12 ” ... 145 1fi 5

Bellingen and Fern- 27 4 12 „ ... Rations, clothing, hoat and oars .............................. 85 11 2
mount.

15 11 12 „ ... ill 12 9
Boggabilla.................. 7 5 12 ... 65 14 6
Bonalbo...................... 1 6 ” ... Rations ........................................................................ 9. 17 11
Bonshaw.................... . 3 1 12 ... 9,3 19! 3

9 5 ... 91 ) 7
22 12 ~ ... 73 17 7

3 5 12 ... 95 10 7
Brewarrina .............. 25 26 12 ;; ... Manager’s salary, provisions, clothing, sheep, build- 265 10 8

ing material, additions to school room, wages of
handyman (aboriginal), and sundries.

2 12 „ ... 11 9 Q
48 38 12 " ... 493 15 6

plough fittings, harness, forage, smithing, sun-
dries, superintendent’s allowance, and wages of
aboriginal.o 15 ,, ... 16 13 6

7 19 ]2 ” ... Rations and fencing-wire ......................................... 81 16 4
1 12 " ...
8 10 12 ... 59 15 7
1 12 " ... 5 9 3
4 12 ,', ... 93 11 9
4 12 ... 17 ]6 10
9 12 12 ", ... 53 16 1

Casino......................... 1 1 ••• * O 19 10
1 1 12 ” ... 5*9

Cobargo ...................... 3 13
Collarendabri .......... 6 2 49 3 6

4 3 12 „ ... 36 3 0
4 16 12 „ ... 51 14 0

Coonamble................. 5 4 12 " ... 53 6 6
Copmanhurst.............. 3 12 " ... 19. 19 5
Coraki...... ............. . 1 12 ~ ... 4 13 ]0
Coramba...................... 6 2 12 " ... 53 35 9 9
Cowra.......................... 8 15 12 " * ... 93 1Q Q
Crudine ...................... 2 5 12 H ... 23 19. n
Cudgen ...................... 1 12 " ... 5 2 ii
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APPENDIX D—continued.

Locality.

Cumeroogunga ,

Currowan .........
Cuttabri.............
Dandaloo .........
Delegate.............
Drake.................
Dubbo.................
Dungalear.........
Dyraaba.............
Eden .................
Euabalong.........
Eugowra .........
Eurabba.............
Forbes ................
Forster ..... ........
Gerringong and Kiama

Gilgunnia .........
Glen Innes.........
Glenorehy.........
Goodooga .........
Goonal .............
Gosford .............
Graftdn .............

Grafton South, Orara, 
and Glenugie.

Greenwell Point ......
Gulargambone ..........
Gunnedah ..................
Harwood .................
Hastings Eiver..........
Hillston, Merowie, 

and Willanthry. 
Hunter Water Hole... 
Illawarra Lake..
Ingalba ......... '...
Jervis Bay.........
Kajuligah .........
Keewoong.........
Kyogle .............
La Perouse.........

Lawrence ......
Lionsville ........
Lismore ...........
Macleay River .

bucca Heads.
Mallara ............
Marfield............
Maryland ........
Manilla ............
Millera ............
Milparinka ....
Milrea...............
Megalong ........
Mogil Mogil ....
Mole River __
Moree...............
Moolah ............
Mungindi ........
Murrumbong.... 
Murwillumbah . 
Narrabri............

Grong.
Newcastle ......
Nymboida......
Nyngan ..........
Oban ...... .......
Parkes ..........
Pilliga..............
Poolamacca .. 
Port Stephens

Pretty Gully.,
Quambone.....
Rivertree __
Runnymede .

Average monthly 
number receiving aid.

Period.

Adults. Children.

97 50 12 months..

1 7 12 *•
13 6 12
2 3 9

14 6 12
4 12 >> ••
7 9 12
7 18 12 a • •
4 12
6 7 12 if ••
9 10 12
7 11 12 3 i • •

16 22 12 a •’
18 6 12
11 17 12

7 13 ’ 12 ii *•

2 9
2 6 12
4 5 12

11 12 ii ’•
4 12 3 i *•
1 5

63 22 12 33 ••

8 1 12 a ••

5 7 12 33 •*
8 20 12

- 4 12
1 6

23 23 12
13 19 12 33 • •

11 14 12
6 8 12

15 34 12
3 8 12
2 12
4 6 12
4 12

10 8 12 33 ••

6 12
3 12
3 1 12

73 52 12 33 ••

29 13 12 33 •*
2 5 12 „ ..
4 4 12
2 12
1 10 8
1 12

24
4 12 months .
6 5 12
8 11 12
2 12
7 10 12

• 2 1 12
ii 4 12

5 7 12
6 1 12
3 3 12

12 14 12 3 3 • •

1 2 6
6 2 12
3 12

10 7 12
3 6 12

17 7 12
10 1 12

7 6 12 33 ••

4 1 12
15 12 12

. 3 12
i 1 month .

Nature of Supply or Service. Amount expended 
during the year.

Rations, clothing, medical comforts, medicine, 
building material, farming implements, seed, 
fencing-wire, wire netting, water piping, sheep, 
harness, smithing, freight, manager’s and dormi
tory matron’s salaries, wages of aborigines, 
buggy hire for doctor and local board, and 
sundries.

Rations and clothing .............................................

Rations

Rations and clothing 
Rations .....................

Rations, clothing, and seed .................................
Rations, clothing, new boat and gear, repairs to old 

boat, and new sails.
Rations ....................................................................

Rations and clothing

Rations ........................................................................
Rations, clothing, building material, tools, seed, 

harness, tanks, smithing, salary of manager, 
wages of aborigines, and sundries.

Rations .......................................................................

Rations and clothing 
Rations .....................

Rations, clothing, medical comforts, tools, &c. . 
Rations, clothing, and tools ..............................

Rations and clothing ...................................
Rations ...........................................................
Rations, seed, building material, and tools.
Rations and boat sails...................................
Rations and clothing ...................................

Rations ....................................................................
Rations, erection of hut, repairs to boat, oars, water 

rates, twine and rope for fishing net.
Rations .................................................................. .

Rations, clothing, medical comforts, seed, plough, 
and paint for boat.

Rations, clothing, and medical comforts.............

Rations and clothing 
Rations .....................

Rations and clothing .................
Rations ........................................
Rations and clothing .................
Rations ........................................
Rations and clothing ................
Rations, fencing-wire, and tools.,

Rations

Rations and clothing 
Rations .....................

Rations, clothing, seed, repairs to boat, rope and 
paint for boat, fishing net.

Rations ...................................................................
Rations and clothing ............................................
Rations ...................................................................

£ s. d.
1,426 12 6

24 8 
149 3

10 16
89 13 
15 3 
44 0

112 17 
28 11 
38 14 
43 0 
42 4 

266 1
90 14 0 
80 0 9 
87 4 11

13 16 8 
22 0 3 
46 14 5 
79 9 5
25 11 5 

2 7 10
565 6 0

33 10 6

59 13 5 
134 2 10 
31 6 6 
0 13 0 

143 13 11 
63 13 6

79 18 
30 10 
97 6 
35 6 
15 7 
47 18 
28 11 

114 9

6
8

11
8

10
8
4
7

25 19 0 
17 4 3
17 0 6 

330 16 8

111 4 2

26 19 0 
40 8 0 
12 8
18 11 
6 2

13 4 
23 9 
52 0 11 

103 10 6 
2 8 8 

58 5 5 
18 7 10
61
68

1 2 
5 7

24 17 8 
38 8 2 
65 5 11

2 19 
20 14 
11 5 
71 5 
34 18 
98 12 
67 12 
82 14

21 15 6 
110 6 2 

15 19 1 
0 7 4
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APPENDIX D—continued.

Locality.
Average monthly 

number receiving aid
Period.

Adults. Children.

Rylstone...................... 2 8 12 months.
Singleton .................. 25 32 12 „ .

Stuart Town.............. 1 4-
Sturt’s Meadow ....... 4 12 „ .
Swansea...................... 1 1 12 „ .
Tabulam...................... 5 19!
Taree .......................... 21 30 12 „ .
Tatalla ...................... ' 19 ' 9 12 „ .
Terembone.............. 17 12 12 „ .
Terry-hie-hie.............. 18 17 12 „ .
Tooloon .............. •....... 3 6 12 „ .
Trangie ...................... 11 6 12 „ .
Tumbulgum .............. 1 1 6 „ .
Turlingah .................. 11 12 12 „ .
Ulladulla .................. 7 11 12 ,, .
Unumgar .................. 6 1 12 „ .
Uralla...................... 5 10 12 „ .
Walcha .................. 6 15 12 ,; .

Walcha Road .......... 6 15 7 ,, ..
Walgett...................... 5 10 12 ;; .
Walhaliow,................. 3 5 6 ,, .-.
Wallaga Lake .......... 49 26 12 „ ..

Wanaaring.................. 5 1*2
Warangesda .............. 60 48 12 ;; ..

Wee Waa .................. 1 5 .
Weilmoringle .......... 3 12 ,
Weinteriga .............. 1 3 ^
Wellington .............. 10 20 12 ;; ..
VVilcannia .................. 2 2 12 „ ..
Windsor...................... 37 60 12 „ ..
W ingham .................. 3 10 12 „ ..
W ollar ...................... 7 7 12 „ ..
W ollomumbi.............. 2 12 .
Wyangarie.................. 3 2 12 ;; ..
Wyrallah .................. 9 12
Yass, Pudman and 21 52 12 „ ..

Blakney Creeks.
Yugilbar...................... 1 2 12 „ ..
Incidental Expenses... 12 „ ..
Railway fares of abori- 12 „ ..

gines.
Salary of Secretary ... 6 „ ..

Nature of Supply or Service. Amount expended 
during the year.

Rations ........................................................................
Rations, clothing, medical comforts, seed, tent, and 

sundries.
Rations ...........................................

Rations, and repairs to hut.........................................
Rations ........................................................................
Rations, clothing, and medical comforts..................
Rations and clothing .................................................
Rations ........................................................................
Rations, [clothing, and building material..................
Rations .......................................................................

........................................................... ............
> j .......................................................................

Rations, clothing, and new boat and gear.............

Rations .......... .............................................................
Rations, clothing, building materials, and tools ... 
Rations, farming implements, seed, harness, 

building material, and fencing wire.
Rations and clothing .................................................
Rations ...... ..................................................................

M ........................................................................
Rations, clothing, boat sails, and allowance to 

Superintendent.
Rations ...... ..................................................................
Provisions, clothing, medical comforts, building 

material, ironmongery, drugs, seed, wire net- 
plough-shares, tools, harness, forage, sheep, 

freight, manager’s and dormitory matron’s 
salaries, wages of aborigines, and sundries. 

Rations .....................................................

Rations, clothing, building material, and fencing wire
Rations, clothing, and tents ......................................
Rations, repairs to boat, tools, &c............................
Rations .........................................................................
Rations and clothing .................................................
Rations ..........................................................

j > ....................................................
Rations, fanning implements, and seed 

Rations and clothing .............................

£ s. d.
28 9 1

220 9 8

2 12 6
23 17 8
12 9 3
16 9 8

111 15 2
212 8 1
210 4 1
246 6 0

46 10 8
57 11 11

2 8 11
84 7 10

105 14 5
50 9 4
57 18 5
47 3 9

29 16 8
77 19 3
10 5 3

299 9 11

29 4 8
955 14 7

3 16 8
19 11 9

1 8 5
176 4 8

17 15 8
181 14 4
22 11 3
54 2 10
14 8 5
29 7 10
53 4 7

189 2 10

10 17 6
15 13 11

315 19 10

37 10 0

12,170 1 2

APPENDIX E.
Amounts paid for Medical Attendance on Aborigines, 1897.

Locality. Amount. Locality.

Armidale.............................................................
£ s. d.
4 10 0 Brought forward.......................... £

Ballina....................................................... 0 10 0
Bellingen and Fernmount.................................. 7 10 0
Bodalla.......................................... 18 4 0
Bourke .................................. 1 12 0
Bowraville ................................................... 0 14 6
Brunele ........................................ 57 10 0
Burragorang ..................................................... 1 17' 6
Burrowa ......................................... 0 10 0
Cabbage-tree Island .......................................... 9 17 6
Casino ................................................................. 45 5 0
Cobar .................................................... . 0 10 0
Cobarffo ............................................................. 60 10 0
Condobolin ........................................................ 0 10 0
Coolangatta............................................. 5 9 0
Cowra ..................................................... 40 5 0
Cumeroogunga .................................................. 50 0 0
Forbes ....................................... . 37 3 0
Gerringong and Kiama...................................... 40 0 0 Walcha...........................
Grafton................................. 60 0 0
Green well Point....................................... .. , . 11 7 0
JJillgrove................... 10 0
Hillston ................................... 10 0
Inverell.............................. 1 0 0
•Katoomba ................................................ 2 15 0
Lismore .................. ................. 2 0 0

Forward............................................. £ 461 9 6 Total ...................................... £

Amount.

£ s. d. 
461 9 6 

1 G 2 
50 0 0 
GOO 
1 5 0 

13 17 0 
12 11 0
0 15 0 
8 6 0

25 8 0 
40 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 

40 0 0 
0 10 0 
10 0

18 13 6 
12, 0 0 
13 3 0
19 12 6 
19 0 0

1 10 0 
25 0 0
5 15 0 

81 9 6 
4 10 0

864 1 2

*54—B
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APPENDIX F.
List of Articles supplied Aborigines from the Government Stores, 1897.

Locality.
No. receiving aid.

Nature of aid. Locality.
No. receiving aid.

Nature of aid.

Adults. Children. Adults. Children.

8
3

8 Hillgrove.................. 2 Clothing.
Kookabookra .......... 15 8

2 17 ’ JJ
Drugs.
Clothing.

Lismore .................. 12 >>
3 Murwillumbah ...... 6 1 »>
7
1

14

10 Nymboida .............. 9 3 >> ' 
Stationery.’ 9

3 99 Tenterfield .............. 2 Clothing.
I 9 Tumbulgum.............. 2 1 ,,

11
5

9 3
Walcha...................... 15 44 f }

Stationery.6
1

2 Warangesda ..........
W ardell .................. 4 Clothing.

Stationery.
Clothing.

Wilson’s Downfall... 7 J >
7

26
1 Woodenbong .......... 6 )>
1 Woogoolga .............. 28 15 5>

2
8

7
23

Tents.
Throughout the

Blankets.14
4

N.B._The cost of these articles and their transit (£2,658 18s. 9d.) was defrayed from the Vote for Government Stores.

APPENDIX a.
Statement of Expenditure on account of Aborigines during the year 1897 by the Department of Public

Instruction.

Name of School.

Brewarrina ......
Brungle..............
Cumeroogunga ..
Forster..............
Grafton .............
Mulyan (Cowra) 
Bolland’s Plains
Warangesda......
Wauchope ......

Totals..

Salaries. Books and 
apparatus.

Forage, travelling 
expenses, fuel, 
and cleaning.

Buildings, repairs, 
rent, furniture. Total.

£ S. d. £ S. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ S. d.

8S Q Q 1 fi 11 89 6 11

88 0 0 1 12 11 2 12 1 0 4 0 92 9 0
261 0 0 3 13 3 12 18 0 277 11 3

72 0 0 0 15 10 3 10 0 17 5 8 . 93 11 6

88 0 0 3 0 3 1 13 9 92 14 0

88 0 0 0 6 0 0 10 0 88 16 0

40 9 3 0 3 6 5 0 0 45 12 9
148 18 4 1 5 5 5 16 3 5 0 0 161 0 0

40 9 3 0 14 6 5 0 0 46 3 9

914 16 10 12 18 7 37 0 1 22 9 8 987 5 2

APPENDIX H.
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure, Produce Account, at the various Aboriginal Stations, 189/.

RECEIPTS. I EXPENDITURE.

Station and Particulars.; Amount. 1 Station and Particulars. Amount.

Cumeroogunga—
Sale of sheepskins and hides ......
Sale of wheat and chaff..................
Sale of meat .................................
Agistment ......................................

Warangesda—
Sale of sheepskins and hides ......
Sale of meat .................................

Brewarrina—
Sale of wool......................................
Sale of stock ..................................
Kent of paddocks and agistment...

Brungle—
Sale of wheat ..................................

Grafton—
Sale of maize and other produce.,,

£ s. d. £ s d. 
57 6 0 

3 9 9 
6 5 11 
3 12 0

----------------- 70 13 8

47 7 2 
3 2 8

----------------- 50 9 10

81 11 1 
30 13 4
48 16 6
----------------- 161 0 11

................ 22 14 6

................ 11 0 3

Cumeroogunga—
Labour of aborigines, ploughing, 

sowing, harrowing, suckering,
and clearing ..........................

Butchering ......................................
Warangesda—

Mower and reaper..........................
Labour of aborigines—grubbing, 

ploughing, sowing, harrowing, 
and hay-making......................

Brewarrina—
Provisions and sundries .............
Labour of aborigines—shearing ..

Brungle—
Labour of aborigines—grubbing

and clearing ......................
Labour of aborigines—harvesting 
Wheat sacks ..............................

Grafton-
Nil

Balance.

£ s. d. £ s. d.

43 6 0 
5 6 0

17 0 0 

14 11 11

53 3 8 
7 0 0

21 7 6 
5 3 9 
113

48 12 0

31 11 11

60 3 8

27 12 6 

147 "itt" 1

£315 19 2 £315 19 2
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APPENDIX I.

Statement of Eeceipts and Expenditure on account of Sale Stores at the Cumeroogunga and Waran- 
' gesda Aboriginal Stations, 1897.

RECEIPTS. I ' EXPENDITURE.

Station. Amount. Station. Amount.

£ s. d. £ s. d.

271 5 0 250 8 3

80 19 1 100 7 0

Balance ......................................... 1 8 10

£ 352 4 1 £ 352 4 1

APPENDIX J.

Census Keturns, Brewarrina, Brungle, Cumeroogunga, Grafton, and Warangesda Aboriginal Stations,
1897.

Stations.

Population, Slst December, 1897. Daily average population throughout the year.

Full-bloods. Half-castes.
Grand
Total.

Full-bloods. Half-castes.
Grand
Total.

Adults. Children. Total. Adults. Children. Total. Adults. Children. Total. Adults. Children. Total.

Brewarrina .......... 15 8 23 3 17 20 43 14 8 22 4 17 22 44
Brungle.................. 19 10 29 30 30 60 89 18 9 27 30 30 60 87
Cumeroogunga...... 17 2 19 82 92 174 193 21 4 25 64 82 146 171
Grafton .................. 21 20 41 8 1 9 50 31 18 49 6 4 10 59
Warangesda.......... 23 13 36 35 43 78 114 12 9 21 26 43 69 90

95 53 148 ' 158 183 341 489 96 48 144 130 177 307 451

APPENDIX K. 

Reports op Locad Boards.

Dear Sir, Home for Aborigines, Grafton, Clarence River, 28 January, 1898.
We have the pleasure to report that during the year ending 31st December, 1897, very 

satisfactory progress has been made at the Home in every way.
The popularity of the Home has been well sustained, as will be seen by the average of the inmates 

as given by the manager, their general health is good, and we are extremely pleased to note that they are 
very contented. At present, the young men have a cricket team, which is of much interest to them. 
During the winter football was indulged in, and your Local Board have encouraged these sports as it 
keeps down gambling.

At present there is a very fine crop of maize, consisting of over 20 acres, which should bring in a 
good return if no flood takes place.

Last year the different crops returned, according to our manager’s report, over £40 after allowing 
for consumption at the Home, which is very large—particularly in respect to potatoes.

A fine school-house has been erected at the Home, which is now constituted as a Public School. 
This was duly opened by the Chairman of the Grafton Public School Board (Mr. Thomas Page, J.P.) in 
company with the Local Board. ■

A large tank has been excavated at the Home, and when cemented and completed will give ample 
supply to the inhabitants.

Some new buildings have been erected, others improved, and a good deal of clearing and burning 
off done, which gives the Home a more civilised appearance.

Taken generally, and considering the difficulty experienced in keeping aboriginals at work, the 
manager deserves much credit for works accomplished.

The Home is recognised by visitors as an interesting sight, and many have paid visits during the 
year and expressed their satisfaction and pleasure at the appearance of the inhabitants and place.

The matron (Mrs. Curry) has done much to assist the Board and to make the people comfortable.
Tours faithfully,

The Chairman, Aborigines’ Protection Board, Sydney.

THOMAS PARKER, 
GEORGE CRISPIN, 
JAS. C. WILCOX,

Chairman.

> Members.

Report
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Eepoet on the Home for Aborigines, Clarence Elver, for Tear ended Slst December, 1897.
Number of people (Aborigines) settled in houses at the Home—men, 9; women, 16; children, 27; 

total, 52. There are also a number of people (Aborigines) who make the Home their headquarters, and 
live here whenever they are out of work, sick, or want a rest, making up the number who really belong to 
the Home to over 70. The aborigines from the Upper Clarence also come here for food and shelter 
whenever near Grafton.

Average daily population for the year, SOT.
• Number of aboriginal children ordinarily attending school—boys, 10 ; girls, 15.

A very fair crop of maize, potatoes, onions, vegetables, &c., was gathered from the farm, the return 
from produce sold—over the requirements of the Home—amounting to nearly £41.

' Permanent improvement.—A school-house, 16 ft. x 27 ft. x 10 ft., with skillion, 27 ft. x 8 ft. x 7 ft., 
was completed. Value, about £75. A tank, 16 ft. x 16 ft. x 16 ft., was excavated in the stone; when 
completed, it will be an asset worth about £60. '

■ The farm land worked last year was cleared of many stumps, cultivated, and re-planted. About 
2 acres of new ground were broken up and planted, and clearing continued of the remaining land. A 
substantial two-rail fence was erected on the farm side line, about |-mile. Two new dwellings were 
built, and a number of minor improvements effected.

P. C. CURREY, Manager.
The Chairman, Local Board.

Sir, Aborigines’ Protectorate, Local Board, Darlington Point, 2 March, 1898.
In compliance with your request, we beg to report as follows:—Improvements made during 

the past year consist of the erection of three new cottages, and a hut for single men, repairs to fences, 
alterations to stores and other buildings, scrub clearing, rabbit destruction.

About 83 acres were ploughed and put under wheat, the return from which being 30 tons of hay 
and 30 bags of wheat.

The station suffered greatly from terrible drought which wrought such great havoc throughout 
Riverina. The rainfall for the year was under 9 inches. From the end of January to the end of June 
no rain fell at all, and as a consequence there was no grass and many of the cattle died. The spring 
rains, although light, came at the right time and sufficiently for grass, of which there is still a good supply', 
but not sufficiently for the crop as the poor yield mentioned above will show.

The stock are in splendid condition. There are 750 sheep, 20 cattle, 12 horses. In addition to the 
station stock many of the residents have cattle and horses of their own, not more than two head being 
allowed to a family except under special circumstances.

The village has always presented a clean and orderly appearance; and the extreme care taken of 
all the station property by the manager has been most praiseworthy.

The store has been kept and conducted in a thoroughly satisfactory manner, cleanliness, perfect 
order, and arrangement pervading it throughout.

The health of the residents has been good, and their conduct, with but few exceptions, has been 
satisfactory.

In cases of grave misconduct the Local Board instructed the manager to take severe measures in 
meting out punishment to the offenders, and we are pleased to be able to say that in every instance the 
result has been thoroughly satisfactory. ”

In view of the small amount of useful work done in proportion to the number of strong, able-bodied 
men (the majority of whom are half-castes) who are always'to be seen about the station, and who often 
do no work at all, the Local Board towards the end of the year gave instructions to the manager not to 
supply rations to any of these men until they have earned it by doing a fair amount of work.

The school continues to make satisfactory progress. At the last examination the inspector 
expressed himself as being well pleased with the results.

During the year there were 8 births, 1 marriage, 5 deaths.
HERMAN KOOK,

Chairman.
G. R F. NOBBS,

The Secretary', Aborigines Protection Board, Sydney. Hon. Secretary.

Sir, Aborigines’ Protectorate, Local Board, Brewarrina, 7 March, 1898.
I have the honour to herewith submit the report of the Local Board for the year 1897.

_ Apart from the ordinary duties of the station the principal wrork has been suckering ringbarked 
timber, and although the workmen have only been on the station at intervals of short period, the whole 
of the ringbarked country, consisting of about 3,000 acres, has been suckered during the year.

There were 43 people (23 full blood and 20 half-castes) sleeping on the station the last night of 
the year, the weekly average for the whole year being 49.

There were 3 births, 2 deaths, and 1 marriage during the year. The health of the people was 
generally very good.

The average attendance of children at school was 10 girls and 8 boys, and when examined in June 
last the classification of the first-class was moderate, second-class tolerable, and third-class fair.

■ At the end of the year there were 6 boys and 5 girls apprenticed out, and, generally speaking, they
were giving satisfaction.

The stock at the end of the year consisted of 683 sheep, 33 cattle, 23 horses, and 15 pigs, all in 
splendid condition.

• . . There were 474 sheep shorn, yielding 3,986 lb. wool, giving a net return of £81 lls. Id., and in 
addition to this, sheepskins and oddments of wool realised £13 3s. Id. '

Four hundred and one sheep were killed for rations during the year.
Two small paddocks were let for grazing during the year, each for three months, at £26 and £20 

respectively. The sum of £4 10s. was also received for agistment of sundry stock.
* The
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The present season is a particularly good one, and all the stock should remain fat for a considerable 
time. The Board feel they cannot speak too highly of the manager and his wife (Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins), 
who still continue to give every attention to their duties, the place is kept thoroughly clean, and the 
aborigines are well satisfied. The children improve considerably under Mrs. Hopkins’ care.

The improvements on the station are also well looked after.
I have, &c., . '

H. LOEAINE CATHIE,
Chairman, Local Board.

The Secretary, Aborigines’ Protection Board, Sydney.

13

Sir, Aborigines’ Station, Brungle, January, *1898.
Subjoined I beg leave to submit my report for the year 1897.

1. School.—This has been in operation every school-day throughout the year. The average
attendance for the year has been slightly over 20, the total enrolment for that period being 27, and the 
average quarterly enrolment 24. The Inspector’s last report showed that it was in an efficient condition 
under the management of Miss TTssher, who was appointed to the sole charge by the Minister for 
Education in June last. '

2. Cultivation.—Little was done last year, in consequence of the dry weather, in the ploughing 
season. About 5 acres were sown for hay, but as the crop' looked unusually good, it was decided to keep 
about half for seed. Afterwards, owing to labour troubles and the difficulty of getting a machine, as 
previously explained by Mr. M'Gruer, only 1 acre was cut for hay, the remainder being harvested for seed. 
It is stacked waiting for the threshing machine, and has been thatched with reeds, no straw being 
obtainable.

Corn.—About 3 acres at present in good order.
_ Medical.—Births: Males, 2 ; female, 1—all half-castes. Deaths: Eemale, 1—adult full-blood. 

Marriage, 1.
Eor the first three quarters the general health was fair; during the last quarter several serious 

cases have caused a very heavy increase in the doctor’s account.
General Conduct.—Has not been so good as last year. Drinking has been on the increase, and 

lately the practice of bringing in liquor has caused much trouble. It is very difficult to catch them with 
it in their possession; but on one occasion, having information of what was going on, I notified Sub
Inspector Jones, who sent out a trooper who succeeded in capturing a man on his way back from 
G-undagai with a quantity of liquor in his possession that he was bringing to the camp ; and in another 
case evidence was obtained against the publican, who was convicted and fined.

Mx School Children.—I desire again to draw the attention of the Board to the necessity for finding 
employment for the boys and girls as they leave school. Could not the State Children’s Act be made to 
apply to enable them to be apprenticed ? It is useless to find places for them unless they are bound to 
their employers, as they will either desert or the others will entice them away.

If left in the camp their education will only assist to make them rather worse than the present 
generation, whose laziness, vice, and immorality cannot be comprehended by anyone who is not brought 
constantly into contact with them.

Mules.—Eollowing your instructions I have prepared a draft code of rules which I annex. I would 
suggest that the Central Board be asked to affix their seal to the code finally agreed upon.

I have, &c.,
J. G-. TTSSHER,

, ----------- Superintendent.
Noted and forwarded for Central Board’s serious consideration.—(Signed) A. M‘Gbuee, Acting 

Chairman, 21/1/98. The Secretary A. P. Board, Sydney.

APPENDIX L.

Boabd foe PnoTECTroK of Aboeigiites, 31st Decembee, 1897.

Chairman, 
Members.

Secretary,

Edmund Fosbery, Inspector-General of Police
Hon. Philip Gidley King, M.L.C......................
Hon. W. H. Suttor, M.L.C................. ;............
Hon. E. H. D. White, M.L.C...........................
J. M. Chanter, M.L.A........................................
James E. Hill .....................................................
John See, M.L.A.................................................
Unni William Carpenter ..................................
George Edward Ardill ......................................
A. Berckelman......................................................

5 June, 1883. 
5 June, 1883. 

25 July, 1890. 
16 Feb., 1894. 
31 Aug., 1894. 
20 Sept., 1895. 
25 June, 1897. 
19 Oct., 1897. 
19 Oct., 1897. 
30 April, 1888.

Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1898.

I>] *54—C
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

COAST HOSPITAL, LITTLE BAY.
(REPORT EOR 1896.)

fkcsetttib io flarliament bj) diommanb,

Printed under No. 1 Report from Printing Committee, 30 June, 1898.

The Chief Medical Officer of the Government to The Principal Under Secretary.
Sirj Sydney, 25 November, 1897.

I have the honour to submit, for the information of the Chief Secretary, the Annual Report 
on the working of the Coast Hospital at Little Bay for the year 1896, with appendices containing the 
usual returns.

The following general statement shows the number of patients under treatment during the year, 
with results :—_

Remaining in hospital on Slst December, 1895 
Admitted during the year ... ... ..

Total ... ..

Discharged well or convalescent... 
„ relieved ... ...
„ unrelieved ... ...

Died ... ... ... ...

175
2,213

2,388

1,641
388

40
120

Total ... ... ... ... ... 2,189

Remaining in hospital on 31st December, 1896 ... ... ... 199

Average number resident daily throughout the year ... ... ... 204-06
Mean residence of each patient in days... ... ... ... ... 31-3
Rate of mortality over all cases... ... ... ... ... ... 5-4

The number of patients admitted during 1896 shows a decrease of 238 over the previous year. 
The average daily number resident throughout the year was 204-06, as against 176-3 for the year 1895, 
the residence in hospital of each patient being lengthened from 24-6 days in 1895 to 31-3 in 1896. The 
average rate of mortality was 5-4, as against 3'7 for 1895.

Return No. 1.—Showing the channels through which the Patients admitted during the year reached
the Hospital.

Hospital Admission 
Dep6t.

Medical Adviser’s 
Office.

Medical
Superintendent. Total.

1,571 447 195 2,213

Erom the following returns relating to typhoid fever, it will be seen that 236 cases were admitted, 
being 140 more than in 1895, and that the mortality from this disease was 8‘05 per cent, as against 6-25 
per cent, in the preceding year. '

87— Return
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Retubn No. 2. Showing the number o£ cases of Typhoid Fever, distributed under sex and age, and the 
deaths at each age, which were admitted during 1896.
(Average stay in Hospital, 39 days ; mortality, per cent., 8'05.)

0- 5. 5-in 10- 15. 15-20. 20-30. 30- 40. 40-50. 50-60. 60-70

V F 31. F M. F M. F. 31. F. 31. r 31 F. 31 F. 31. F.
Total.

Admissions ....................... 7 5 19 it 26 24 23 20 23 20 24 15 10 4 2 236
Deaths ............................ i

' 1 2 1 2 1 4 2 3 1 1 ... 19

Return No. 3.—Showing the number of persons suffering from Typhoid Fever who were removed to the
toon j£ltab , tr6atm®nt from each district during the twelve months ending Slst December, 
1090, and the deaths occurring therein during the same period.

District. Admissions Deaths j District. Admissions Deaths.

Metropolis—

Sydney.................
Suburbs—

!
 Balmain.................
Glebe . ..

Leichhardt..............
Annandale .

West f Newtown ..
Central. \St. Peter’s ..............

East
Central.

f Alexandria . .
I Botany . ..

-{ Botany, North .. .
| Redfern.................
(Waterloo................

Suburbs—continued.
3 ( Paddington .............. 2 1

Eastern Kandwick ...................... 10 2
( W'oollahra......................... 2
f Petersham ... 2 i2 Western | Mamckville . .. 2

and ( Strathfield................. 1
Southern. | Hurstville................. 9

i (Ashfield.......................... i
North Sydney .............. i

6 • Ryde .. .................. i
Country .............. 3

i Address not fixed.............. 5
2 Total ............ 236 19

Return No. 4. Showing localities, whence and how many cases of Infectious Fevers, &c., were admitted
in 1896.

Locality.

Scarlet Fe^ er Diphthena. 31easles Er} sipelas Whooping-
cough Chicken pox.

A
dm

iss
io

ns

D
ea

th
s

A
dm

iss
io

ns

D
ea

th
s.

co

,5<

1

D
ea

th
s

co

sr-,

D
ea

th
s

A
dm

iss
io

ns

D
ea

th
s

A
dm

iss
io

ns

D
ea

th
s

Svdnev ............................
Not fixed .........................
Glebe ...........................................
Redfern ... . ...
Camperdown....................................
Mamckville ...................... . .
Newtown
Leichhardt ..............
St. Peters ....................................
AVaverley................
Waterloo ..................... .......
Balmain .............................
Burwood .... ....
Ashfield
Country .......................
Paddington
North Svdney ..................
Kandwick .... ......
Strathfield .... ......................
Alexandria . . .........
Botany
Erskmeville ...
Kogarah ........
Enfield ..............
Lane Cove............ . .
Parramatta.......................................
Vaucluse................. ,

Total .............

Moitahty ..........

17

3
4
2

4
2
2
4
0
2
2
3
2
2
1
1
2
1

1

1

i

i

4

1
1

2

i

i

i

i o 26
9
3
3
3
5
1
1
3
1

i

i
i
i

i

i
i
i

2

1

i

61 2 ii i 2 63 3 | . . i
32 % 9% 0 00 % 0 00 % 0-00 % 0 00 %
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Return No. 5. Showing the general cases, distributed under sex and age, and the deaths at each age
during the year 1896.

(Average stay in hospital, 30 days ; mortality, per cent., 5-3.)

0- 5. 5-10. 10-15. 15-20. 20-30. 30-40. 40-50. 50-GO. GO- 70. 70-S0. S0-90. 90-100.
Total.

M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F.

Admissions....... 34 33 24 29 16 20 66 95 330 201 302 114 223 80 124 38 62 23 15 5 2 1,836

6 4 1 o o 4 9 13 11 4 8 4 1

. Returns Nos. 6 and 7 show the expenditure of the hospital in detail. The working expenses have 
increased from £11,403 13s. 7d. to £11,646 16s. 4d., and the cost of maintenance and treatment, exclusive 
of ambulance service and cost of repairs, has been £48 4s. 3-fd. per head per annum, as against 
£51 Is. llfd. for 1895. •

Return No. 6.—Working Expenses of the Coast Hospital for the year 1896.

1890.

_ Maintenance and Treatment of Patients. 

Salaries:—
Hospital Staff ..................................................... .............

Provisions :—
Meat ...................................................................................
Bread...................................................................................
Butter ........................................................................... ’ [
Vegetables .......................................................................
Potatoes........................................................................ '
Groceries ...........................................................................
Milk and Ice ...................................................................
Eggs....................................................
Poultry...............................................................................
Wine, beer, and spirits ......... ..........................................

Sundries :—
Drugs and disinfectants ................................................
Fuel and lighting................................................................
Drapery, bedding, uniforms, &c.......................................
Furniture, ironmongery, brush, glass, and crockery- 

ware.
Coffins and funeral expenses............................................
Stationery and printing....................................................
Petty expenses...................................................................

Total, Maintenance and Treatment of Patients., 
Ambulance :—

Salaries and rations................................................................
Forage .....................................................................................
Repairs and remounts, &c................................................... ;

Repairs :— '
Salaries and rations ............................................................
Materials, &c............................................................................

Total.

Total.

£ s. d.

643 9 6
454 14 11
238 14 6
260 16 1
87 16 0

1,066 10 7
960 3 7
547 18 1

33 8 8
248 3 0

736 9 3
548 7 .0
482 8 7
329 5 8

75 19 8
56 18 7
84 12 6

472 0 0
461 11 5
247 4 7

404 0 0
226 12 4

£ s. d. 

2,979 II 10

4,541 14 11

2,314 1 3

1,180 16 0 

630 12 4

11,646 16 4

Average per head per annum.

£ s. d.

0 8 7i
4

4 14 1|? 
2 13 8i
0 3
1 4 4

3 12 2£ 
2 13 9J 
2 7 3£ 
1 12 34
0 7 54 
0 5 7 
0 8 3J

2 6 34 
2 5 3 
1 4 3

1 19 74 
1 2 2f

£ s. d. 

14 12 1£

22 5 3

11 6 104

48 4 3f

5 15 94

3 1 10 

57 1 10

Return No. 7.-—Statement of the Total Expenditure, Coast Hospital, 1898.

Expenditure. Amount. How paid. Amount.

To working expenses, as per table..................
,, cost of draining, fencing, tanks, and water

rates, by Government Architect..............
,, proceeds of sales of horses, bones, fat, &c.,

paid to Treasury..........................
,, value of stores, &c., transferred to Leper

£ s. d. 
11,646 16 4

445 4 10

20 8 3

By amount paid from Hospital Vote by Chief 
Medical Officer of the Government ... 

,, amount paid from vote under the control
of Works Department ..........................

' ,, amount paid from Stores Vote by Con
troller General of Stores ......................

£ s. d.

10,153 10 3

484 11 4

1,5Q7 8 0 
24 1 7Lazaret............... ............................ 140 1 9 ,, amount paid by Government Printer ...

Total..............................£ 12,258 11 2 Total ..............................£ 12,258 11 2

t Return No. 4, which deals with the infectious cases admitted, shows the various forms of such 
disease which were under treatment. The total number of such cases was 141, and they included scarlet 
fever, diphtheria, whooping-cough, chicken-pox, measles, and erysipelas ; thvee of them proved fatal. The 
hospital is doing most valuable work in receiving and isolating cases of infectious character. It is being 
availed of by the public for the purpose more and more as time goes on, and there i& no doubt segregation 
of these patients effectively retarded the spread of infection in many instances.

The
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The treatment of infectious cases of several different diseases taxes the resources of. the nursing 
staff far more than an equivalent number of patients suffering from non-infcctious maladies; and partly for 
this reason, but also partly because the average daily number of total patients rose from 176 to 205, it 
became necessary to increase the nursing staff from 26, which was its strength at the end of 1895, to 30. 
In this necessity an increase of enteric fever admissions from 96 to 236 had its share; for although the 
subjects of this disease do not require such strict isolation as those of the other communicable diseases 
mentioned above, yet they do require much more continuous attention, and during a greater number 
of days. ,

Dr. George Henry Taylor performed the duties of Medical Superintendent to June, 1896, when he 
was transferred to the position of Pathologist and Second Government Medical Officer for Sydney, his 
place being taken by Dr. Robert Usher Russell. Miss McMaster continued to act as Matron, and the 
House Surgeons and Dispensers, Drs. Shaw and Fordyce, having completed their term of engagement on 
the Slst March, were replaced by Drs. Conlon and Dunlop.

The treatment of surgical cases has been continued, and particulars of the operations performed 
during the year will be found in Appendix B. The delivery of lectures to the nurses by the Medical 
Superintendent and the Matron has also had close attention, and during the year examinations were held 
at which those nurses who showed themselves proficient were granted certificates of having undergone a 
full course of training. '

A convenient room has been fitted up for the carrying on of bacteriological work, and it is considered 
that this will prove a valuable assistance in the treatment of the cases admitted.

Indigent and deserving patients have, upon their discharge, continued to receive relief from the 
Samaritan Fund to give them an opportunity of seeking work or of returning to their friends in the 
country.

In Appendices A and C will be found the usual classification of the diseases treated, and particulars 
relative to the patients who died in hospital.

I have, &c.,
J. ASHBURTOH THOMPSON,

Chief Medical Officer of the Government.

4

APPENDIX A.
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APPENDIX A.

Eetukn of the Number of Persons under Treatment, the Order of Disease for which they were treated, and the 
. Number of Deaths in each Order during the year 189C.

Discharged during Discharged during co .the Year. X c*O GO
G rH

the Year. O OO
Coast Hospital. bo a> Coast Hospital. •d

( •d > c .3 -d aM

Cu
re

d. <u
*3
Ph

’3Us
& D

ie
d. 3 ® 

eg0 To
ta

l.

Cu
re

d

3

&

’3
a

D
ie

d. ■3 g

To
ta

l.

Class 1.—Specific Febrile or Zymotic Diseases. Class 6.—Local Diseases—continued.

Order 1.—Miasmatic Diseases. Order 2. —Diseases of the Organs of Special Sense.

Chicken Pox ... ... ... ... i i a. Diseases of the Ear ... ... ... i 1
Measles ........................................................ 2 2 b. Diseases of the Nose ... ... 2 2
Scarlet Fever ... ... ... ... 52 2 14 68 c. Diseases of the Eye... ... ... 9 4 i i 15
Influenza ... ... ... ... ... 4 i 5 Conjunctivitis ... ................ 5 5 i 11
Whooping Cough .............................. 3 3
Diphtheria ...........................................
Typhoid, Enteric Fever..............................

13
215

i
19

i
13

15
247 Order 3.—Diseases of the Circulatory System.

Febricula ... ... ... ... ... 24 2 26 Valvular Disease .............................. 2 20 4 4 5 35
Diphtheria, Convalescent ... ... 35 35 Endocarditis ... ... ... ... 1 1
Scarlet Fever, Convalescent ... ... 8 S Hypertrophy of the Heart ................ 15 i 4 20

Order 2.—Diarrhceal Diseases.
Syncope ... ... ... ... ...
Aneurism ... ... ... ... 1 i

1
3

1
5

Diarrhoea ... ... ... ... ... 9 i 1 11 Senile Gangrene ... ... ... 3 i 1 5
Lysentery........................................................ 10 10 Embolism, Thrombosis ................ 1 1

Phlebitis ... ... ... ... 3 2 1 6
Order 3.—Malarial Diseases. Varicose Veins ... ... ... ... 10 2 i 3 16

Intermittent Fever (Ague) ... ... 9 o i 1 16
Beri Beri........................................................ 1 9 3 13

Order 4.—Diseases of the Respiratory System.

Order 4.—Septic Diseases. Laryngitis /.. ... ... ... 2 1 3
Erysipelas........................................................ 65 8 73 Other Diseases of Larynx and Trachea 1 *1
PyEemia, Septicsemia ... ... ... 4 1 5 Asthma, Emphysema ... ... ... 4 1 5
Leprosy ... ... ... ... ... 3 3 Bronchitis ... ... ... ... 67 8 i 2 5 83

Pneumonia ... ...• ... ... 28 8 4 40
Order 6. — Venereal Diseases. Pleurisy ... ... ... ... ... 8 4 i 13

Syphilis ........................................................ 113 24 1 10 148 Phthisis Pulmonalis ... ... ... 42 i 12 3 58
Gonorrhoea ... ... ... ... 87 4 i 8 100
Stricture of Urethra ... ... ... 25 10 4 39

Order 5.—Diseases of the Digestive System.

Total, Class 1 ................ 076 54 5 27 66 828 Stomatitis ...........................................
Sore Throat, Quinsy .............................

2
21 1 x

2

Class 3.—Dietetic Diseases. Dyspepsia ...........................................
Hiematemesis...........................................

37
1

5
2

3 45
3

Intemperance—Chronic Alcoholism ... 51 4 1 2 58 Gastritis ... ......................................... 15 0 1 3 25
— — Ulcer of Stomach .............................. 3 1 2 6

Total, Class 3 ............... 51 4 I 2 58 Other diseases of Stomach ................
Enteritis... ... ... ... ...

3
6 "s "2

3
11

Class 4.—Constitution at, Diseases. Ulceration of Intestine ' ................
Hernia ... ... ... ... ...

1
1
7

2 3

Rheumatic Fever, Rheumatism of Heart 7 o 9 2 2 2j
Rheumatism, Chronic.............................. 144 47 13 204 Piles ... ... ... ... ... 15 3 1 19
Gout ........................................................ 2 2 1 5 Other diseases of the Rectum... - ... 1 i 1 3
Cancer, Malignant Disease ................ 4 1 i 6 12 Peritonitis ........................................... 3 3
Tubercular Meningitis (Acute Hydro- 2 2 Ascites ... ... ... ... ... 1 1

cephalus.) Cirrhosis of Liver ... ... ... 5 2 2 9
Tuberculosis, Scrofula, &c. ... ... ... 2 4 3 9 1 1 2
Purpura, Haemorrhagic Diathesis ... 3

2
3 Jaundice... ... ... ... ... 4 2 i 7

Anosmia Chlorosis, Leucocythoemia ... 40 8 4 54 Typhlitis........................................................ 1 1 2
Diabetes Mellitus .............................. 3 1 2 1 7
Marasmus........................................................ 2 4 1 7
Strumous glands... ... ... ... 2 2 Order 6.—Diseases of the Lymphatic System and Ductless Glands.

Total,. Class 4 ............................. 204 63 4 20 23 314
Diseases or Lymphatic System ...

Addison’s Disease ....................................................

4
i :::

4
1

Class 5.—Developmental Diseases.
Order 7.—Disease of Urinary System.

Atelectasis ... ... ... ...

Cyanosis...............................................................................................

2
1

2
1

Nephritis ... ... ... ...
Bright’s Disease (Nephria) ............................

5
7

5
8

1
2

n
17

Total, Class 5 ............................. 3 3
Suppression of Urine ... ..........................

Hasmaturia ... ... ... ...
1
1

... 1
1

Disease of Bladder ... ... ... 1 1
' Class 6.—Local Diseases. Disease of Prostate ... ... 1 1 2

Order 1.—Diseases of the Nervous System.

Inflammation of the Brain or its Mem- 1 1 Order 8. —Disease of the Organs of Generation.

branes. Disease of Uterus and Vagina ... 29 7 5 41
Apoplexy.................................................................................................. 1 2 3 Pelvic Abscess........................................................................... 1 1
Softening of Brain .................................................... 1 1 Perineal Abscess .................................................... 1 1
Hemiplegia, Brain Paralysis ............................. 1 i 2 Diseases of Testes, Penis, Scrotum, &c. 4 1 5
Paralysis Agitans ... ... ... 9 3 12 Phimosis.................................................................................................. 4 4
Insanity ... ... ... ... ... 2 6 8 Hydrocele ... ... ... ... 10 3 2 15
Chorea .................................................................................................. 5 3 3 U
Epilepsy..................................................................................................

Convulsions ... ... ... ...

7 i 7
1 Order 9.—Diseases of Paiturilion.

Neuritis................................................................................................... 2 io 3 15 Abortion, Miscarriage ... ... ... 7 1 8
Hysteria ... ... ... ... ... 8 2 5 15 Puerperal Mania .................................................... i 1
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Coast Hospital.

Discharged during 
the Year.
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Class 6.—Local Diseases—continued. Class 7.—Violence.

Order 10.—Diseases of the Organs of Locomotion.
Caries, Necrosis ... ... ...
Arthritis, Ostitis, Periostitis ..
Synovitis............... .............. .
Morbus Coxse ............................

5 1 2
4 2
7 1 "2

6 2

8
6

10
8

Order 11.—Diseases of the Integumentary System.
Carbuncle............................
Phlegmon, Cellulitis ...
Ulcer ............................
Eczema ............................
Pemphigus ................
Erythema ................
Scabies ............................
Psoriasis ... ... ...
Impetigo ... ... ...
Herpes Zoster ................

Total, Class 6

Fractures ...................................... 2 2
Dislocations ... ... ... ... 11 3 i' 15
Cuts, &c.... ... ... ... ... 15 1 2 18
Contusions ..................................... 5 1 6
Burns, Scalds...................................... 7 2 9
Injury to Knee...................................... 3 3
Bursitis ... ... ... ... ... 8 2 i 11
Plumbism ..................................... 4 1 5
Suffocation ... ... ... ... i 1

Total, Class 7 .............. 55 7 1 7 70

Class 8.—Ill-defined and Not-specieied Causes.
Debility, Atrophy, Inanition............... 40 22 5 2 3 72
Tumour ... ... ... ... ... 8 1 1 10
Abscess..................................................... 30 3 i 34
Not Specified ... ........................... 65 11 1 2 79

. Total, Class 8 ............... 143 37 7 3 5 195

SUMMARY.

Total, Class 1. —Specific, Febrile, or Zymotic Diseases
2. —Parasitic Diseases ... ’ ... ...
3. —Dietetic Diseases ... ... ...
4. —Constitutional Diseases ...........
5. —Developmental Diseases ...........
6. —Local Diseases ... ... ... ...
7. —Violence.............................................
8. —Ill-defined and not-specified causes ...

Grand Total.............. ...

Discharged during the Year. Remaining 
in on

31 December, 
1896.

Total.
Cured. Relieved. Unrelieved. Died.

676 - 54 5 27 66 828

51 4 1 2 58
204 63 4 20 23 3143
509 223 24 68 96 920

55 7 1 7 70
143 37 7 3 5 195

1,641 388 40 120 199 2,388

APPENDIX B.
Eetuen of Operations performed at the Coast Hospital, Little Bay, during the year 189G.

Nature of Operations.

Removing uterine fibroid ..........
Curetting uterus ..........................
Amputation of thumb ..............

,, of thigh ..................
,, of toe ......... ;...........

Removal of lipoma......................
Dissecting sebaceous cyst..........
Incisions into large abscesses ... 

,, into deep mammary 
abscess.

Incisions for cellulitis.......... .......
,, into suppurating knee- 
joint.

Excision of varicose veins..........
,, of bone of great toe..

Tracheotomy ..............................
Tenotomy.....................................

Number 
operated upon. Result of Operations.

I
8
1
1
1

Cured.

a
3
3
1
1

> J 
3i

1
1
6
12
1

Died.
Cured.

Nature of Operations. Number 
operated upon. Result of Operations.

Stretching sciatic nerve............... 1 Cured.
Ligature of Ulnar artery ........... 1
Operation for hydatid of liver ... 1

Still in Hospital 
Slst Dec., 1896.

Wiring fracture of jaw ............... 1
Ciroumeision.................................... 9 Cured.
Hydrocele........................................ 8
Varicocele.................................... 2
Curetting bubo ............................ 2
Exploratory incision into scrotum 1
Internal urethrotomy................... 5
Plastic operation on penis........... 1
Fistula in ano ................................ 2
Hemorrhoids ............................... 2
Hernia ............................................ 1 Still in Hospital 

31st Doc., 1896.

SUMMARY.
Total number of operations performed .......................................................................... 69
Number of patients cured................................................................................................... 65

,, ,, died .................................................................................................. 2
,, ,, remaining on 31st December, 1896 ......................................... 2

APPENDIX C.
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APPENDIX C.

No.

1710

2317

2097

2363
2413

52
69

142

213
33
80
66

283

1732

153
171
334

325
101
230
362

229

372

348
293

16
180
510
365
321
408

2431

595
614

515

149
567
398
675

666
305
729
678
771
713

537
520
752
736
727

379
795
872

2380

901
904

791
882

1008
1065

Name.

Charlie Mitchell.. 

Michael Hockett..

Allan Thompson.,

David Batchelor ., 
Thomas Carroll ..

Frederick Wilson 
Lucy Warbrick .. 
Thomas Kelsey ..

John M. Brown . 
William Webb ... 
Margaret Carter. 
Annie Conway....

Cecil Spencer ....

Charles Endle ....

Francis Bowers . 
John Clements G 
Mary C. Barrow.

Joseph Parkinson 
James Murphy ... 
Florence Franklin

Jane Ring.....

James Nolan

Mary Monteith 
John Bodin......

William Pouch .. 
William Simpson
Pearl Davel.........
Sarah Chappell ...
Martin Nolan .....
George Munro.....

Frank Tarpey .

Kate Somers ..........
William Jeremiah 

M ercer.
Emily Andrews ......

Patrick Cleary......
George McGregor
Louis Pearce ......
George Macleay ...

Helena Mary McCarthy

John Donohue.. 
Eliza Tomlin .. 
Alice Dempsey 
Thomas Ward.. 
Albert Carr.....

William Ferguson 
James Morey ......

John Brennan. 
James Foster .

Catherine Wilson 
Lottie Somville ... 
Edward GrifEn ...

Peter McLaren

Joseph Roy Nelson 
Francis Devlin .....

Margaret Anderson
Lucy Parsons .........
Maud Callaghan......
Maud de Lacey .....

Date of 
Admission. How admitted. Age.

1895.
-. 5 Sept. .. Med. Supt. ..

i
yrs.
37

. 10 Dec. -.. H. A. Depftt,. 28

.. 11 Nov. .. »> •• 20

- 17 Dec. .. 42
29

1896.
• 7 Jan. .. 14
• 9 „ .. Med. Adv. .. 20

20 „ .. >> • • 70

■ 30 „ .. H. A. Depot.. 18
• 6 „ .. 64
• n „ .. 30
• 9 „ .. ) J • • 41

•mths.
• 12 Feb. .. 15

1895. yrs.
• 18 Sept. .. 38

1896.
• 21 Jan. .. Med. Adv. .. 70

n 23 Jan. .. 25
. 18 Feb. .. 6

mths.
y 18 „ ..
. 14 Jan. ...

±i. A. Dep6t... 8
26

3 Feb. ... Med. Adv. ... 24
23 „ ... ,, ... 4

• 3 „ ... „ ^ ... 31

- 23 „ j j .. . 18

- 20 „ ...
H. A. Depot...

35
• i3 „ .: 60

• 3 Jan. ...
Med. Adv./ ...

31
. 25 „ ...
. 15 March..

37
Med. Supt. ... 17

- 22 Feb. ... H. A. Depot... 50
• 17 „ ... 56
• 28 „ ... Med. Adv. ... 15

1895.
• 28 Dec. ... H. A. Depot.., 32

1896.
. 29 March.. Med. Adv. ... 3

2 April... J5 ••• 35

• 17 March.. if • ■ • 22

21 Jan. ... H. A. Dep6t... 32
• 25 March.. 3) 48

28 Feb. ... ,i 38
13 April... Med. Adv. ... 33

11 ,, ... jj ... 28

14 Feb. ...
H. A. Dep6t...

48
21 April... 75
14 ... 16
28 „ ... Med. Adv. ... 40
19 ,, ... Med. Supt. ... 7

20 March.. H. A. Dep6t... 38
18 ,, ... 
25 April...

33
Med. Adv. .. 19

23 „ ... H. A. DepQt...
jj ...

52
21 ,, ... 20

25 ,, ...
2 May ...

46
Med. Adv. ... 2

18 „ ... 
1895.

H. A. Depot... 40

18 Dec. ... Med. Adv. ... 45
1896. wks.

22 May ... H. A. DepSt... 4
22 „ ... 6

1 „ ...
yrs.
14

19 „ ...
10 June ...

Med. Adv. .. 40
Med. Supt. ..

j» «• •
8

21 „ ... 15

Disease.

Acute general tuber
culosis.

Asthma......................

Acute general tuber
culosis.

Phthisis ..................
Chronic nephritis ...

Pneumonia ..............
Enteric fever ..........
Malignant disease of 

throat.
Abscess of liver .. 
General tuberculosis
Alcoholism..........
Paraplegia and alco

holism.
Marasmus .........

Complications.

Chronic bron 
chitis anc 
asthma.

Asthenia.,

Chronic cirrhosis of 
kidney.

Senile decay.............
Enteric fever .........
Congenital heart 

disease.
Marasmus -.............
Diabetes .................
Enteric fever .........
Tubercular meningi 

tis.
Chronic septicaemia 

Enteric fever ..........

Malignant disease of 
liver.

Cirrhosis of liver...
Enteric fever ......
Diphtheria ..........
Chronic nephritis 
Supperative pyelitis 
Enteric fever ......

Phthisis

Acute gastritis .... 
Chronic nepthritis.

Heart disease ........

Meningitis .. 
Exhaustion. 
Asthenia ..

Peritonitis .. 
Asthenia.....

Pericarditis

Exhaustion
Phthisis.....
Asthenia.....

Pneumonia and 
endocarditis. 
Intestinal 

luemorrhage. 
)> .. 

Asthenia.........

Phthisis ..........
Asthenia ......
Heart failure...
Bronchitis ......
Pyaemia .. . .
Peritonitis..

Asthenia..

Chronic nephritis ...
Peritonitis ..........
Phthisis ..............
Pneumonia ..........

Enteric fever

Chronic nephritis ...
Enteritis ..................
Exophthalmic goitre
Pneumonia ..............
Enteric fever ..........

Diarrhoea ..
Cardiac throm

bosis.
Acute bron

chitis.
Heart failure .
Exhaustion ..

5 J • •
Pleurisy and 

jaundice.
Intestinal

hemorrhage.
Heart disease..
Asthenia..........
Heart failure..

Heart disease 
Enteric fever

Phthisis .............
Chronic nephritis and 

phthisis.
Secondary angemia, 
Gastro-enteritis ..., 
Cerebral apoplexy .

Abdominal aneurism

Enteric fever

ingitis.

Acute peri
tonitis.

Syncope .....
Asthenia.....
Peritonitis .. 
Asthenia.....

Heart failure.

Exhaustion

Asthenia.....
Exhaustion

Peritonitis......  6
Asthenia..... 
Exhaustion 
Cardiac failure.

Date of 
Death.

No. of 
days in 

Hospital.
Cemetery No.

1896.
3 Jan. .. in 712

7 „ .. 28 713

10 „ .. 61 714

11 „ 25 715
13 „ .. 20 Removed.

17 „ .. 10
18 „ .. 9

71626 „ .. 6

1 Feb. .. 2 Removed.
8 „ .. 33 717

12 „ .. 33 718
14 „ .. 36 Removed.

14 „ .. 2 719

15 „ .. 150 720

17 „ .. 27 Removed.
18 „ .. 26 721
20 „ .. 2 Removed.

21 ,, .. 3 722
21 „ .. 38 723
24 „ .. 21 Removed.
25 „ .. 3 724

27 „ ... 24 Removed.

28 „ .. 4 725

28 „ .. 
2 March..

8 726
18 727

ii „ ... 68 728
12 „ ... 47 Removed.
17 „ ... 2
19 „ ... 26
24 „ ... 36
25 „ .. 26 a

5 April ... 99 732

8 „ ... 10 Removed.
8 „ ... 6 a

9 „ ... 23 a

11 „ •• 81 733
13 „ 19 734
13 „ ... 45 735
17 „ .. 4 Removed.

21. „ ... 10 736

22 „ ... 68 737
27 ,, ... 6 738
29 ,, ...

1 May ...
15 Removed.
3 739

3 „ ... 14 740

3 „ ... 44 742
4 „ ... 47 741
9 „ ... 14 Removed.

14 „ ... 21 743
17 ................. 26 744

18 „ ... 83 745
20 „ ... 18 Removed.
22 „ ... 4 a

30 „ ... 164 746

4 June ... 13 747
5 „ ... 14 748

6 „ ... 36 Removed.
8 „ ... 20 749

20 „ ... 10 Removed.
25 „ ... 4 3» .
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No. Name.

1012 James Shalloe

Date of 
Admission. How admitted. Age.

1896. 
11 June Med. Adv.

yrs.
53

1066

1098
987

1185
1082

William Sydney 
Spanswiek. 

James Bradley..... 
Patrick Sullivan.. 
Jacob Broderson.. 
Samuel Sharpe ..

27 „
7 „ 

13 July 
25 June

J > 12

>» '
Med. Supt. , 
H. A. I)ep6t.

f) •

45
17
74
34

1223
1250
1212
1160
1255
1257
1277

James Jennings ..........
Mary Brennan..............
Robert Nuckey ..........
Mary Cronin or Dillon. 
Elizabeth Grace Jones.
Sarah Ponsonby..........
James Anderson..........

20 July 
25 „ 
15 „
9 „ 

25 ,, 
27 „ 
29 „

1176

1362
1341
1217

William Korman 
Anderson. 

William Parsley..
Owen Smith.........
Emma Stewart ..

12 „
13 Aug. 
8 „ . 

18 July

ft

f ) • • •
Med. Adv. ... 
H. A. Depot... 

}) *

Med. Supt. ...

H. A. Depot... 
Med. Adv. ...

49
33
35
38 
51 
65 
60 

days
32
yrs.
45
li

39

1320 William Moltby. 
1253 John Williamson

5 Aug. 
25 July

1397 Leslie Albert Pemberton 21 Aug.

1480
988

1492

Thomas Ramsay 
Annie Mantell... 
James Reynolds

25 „
8 June 
5 Sept.

H. A. Depot. 

Med. Supt. . 

H. A. Depot
ft '

52
52

mth.
1

yrs.
37
28
41

1502
1263
1337
1630
1678

Stephen Lock......
Henry Hill ..........
Leah Grace ..........
George Wyndeyer 
William Swancott

7 „ 
27 July

8 Aug. 
26 Sept.

1 Oct.

ft •
Med. Adv. . 
H. A. Depfit.

ft

45 -
30
29
63
37

1497
1586
1720

Mary Thompson..........
Elizabeth Armstrong... 
Sam Welsh ..................

7 Sept. 
21 „

9 Oct.

24
33
17

1543
1759
1645
1615
1523

Mina Jacobson ..........
Governor Dugoon ......
William Stratton .....
Michael Martin ..........
Catherine Thompson ...

14 Sept. 
17 Oct. 
29 Sept. 
24 „
10 „

J t *
Med. Supt. . 
Med. Adv. . 
H. A. Depot 
Med. Adv. .

53 
67 
20 
22
54

1683
1495
1851
1783

Harriett Hookings
Larry Murphy......
John Jones ..........
Arthur Gibson......

2 Oct. 
6 Sept, 
4 Nov. 

21 Oct.

H. A. Depot 
Med. Supt. . 
H. A. Dep6t

tf *

40
64
60
43

1831 James R ead 30 „ tt 55

1926
1847
1960

James Wardrop 
Timothy Foley. 
Rose Manty ....

17 Nov. 
4 „ 

19 „

1844 Sydney Henry Read 3 » )
1958
2021
1950
1916

William Harrop ..........
Henry Campbell..........
Arthur Pampillonia ... 
James Ferrier..............

19 ,,
1 Dec. 

21 Nov, 
14 „

Med. Adv. ... 

H. A. Depot..

>> **, , .. .
Med. Adv. ... 
H. A. Depot..

27
27
12

wks
7

yrs.
45

3
14
62

1988 Harriott Madden 24 Med. Adv. 15

2042

1447

2099

Reuben Pollitt............

Edward Kelly.............

Herbert Percy Smith..

5 Dec. 

28 Aug. 

14 Dec.

2081
2134
1761
1994
2113
2168
2126

Robert Curtin .... 
George Burrowes.
Thomas Moore__
Kathleen Oliver . 
Charles Gray .... 
William Taylor . 
Margaret Dwyer.

10 „ 
18 „
17 Oct.
25 Nov. 
15 Dec.
26 „ 
17 „

H. A. Depot.. ,64 

Med.^Adv. ... 50
mths

H. A. Depot..

Med. Adv. ..

H. A.”Dep6t." 
Med. Adv. ... 
H. A. DepSt.. 
Med. Supt. ... 
Med. Adv. ...

yrs.
26
14
63
19
63
16
45

Disease. Complications.

Chronic Bright’s Exhaustion ...
disease.

Enteric fever .......... Hemorrhage...

Heart disease ..........

Senile decay ..........
Malignant endocar

ditis.
Acute pneumonia ... 
Phthisis ..................

Brain disease .........
Tuberculosis ..........
Diabetes mellitus ... 
Chronic nephritis ...

Exhaustion ..
Asthenia..........
Exhaustion ... 
Infaction of lung

Heart failure... 
Exhaustion ... 
Asthenia..........

Asthenia 
Gangrene 
Coma ....

Acute bronchitis Heart failure...

Addison’s disease ...
Scarlet fever ..........
Multiple abscess of 

liver.
Chronic nephritis ... 
Malignant endocar

ditis.
Lobular pneumonia..

Hydronephrosis ......
Phthisis ..................
Asphyxia from ether, 

administered as an 
anajsthetic.

Lobular pneumonia..
Enteric fever ..........
Phthisis .........v......
Pneumonia ..............
Rheumatism ..........

Phthisis ..................
Hepatic cirrhosis ... 
Cellulitis of face and 

neck.
Stenosis of the larynx
Phthisis ...................
Enteric fever............
Aneurism of aorta ... 
Mitral disease..........

Simple anaemia ........
Phthisis ...................
Chronic nephritis.....
Chronic Bright's dis

ease.
Aneurism of aorta ...

Syphilitic laryngitis. 
Acute tuberculosis... 
Pyaemia...................

Convulsions..............

Pneumonia...............
Enteric fever............

)) ............
Enlarged prostate 

and cystitis. 
Tubercular mening

itis.
Chronic Bright’s dis

ease.
Malignant disease of 

kidney.
Gastritis...................

Asthenia..........
Heart failure...

Asthenia..........
Exhaustion ...

Cardiac throm
bosis.

Exhaustion ... 
Asthenia..........

Heart failure...
Peritonitis......
Exhaustion ... 
Heart failure.... 
Acute bron

chitis.
Asthenia ......
Exhaustion .. 
Septicsema......

Asphyxia ......
Exhaustion.....
Asthenia..........
Ha?morrhage ... 
Chronic enter
itis.

Exhaustion.....
Asthenia..........
Cystitis............
Cerebral haem
orrhage. 

Rupture of an
eurism.

Asphyxia ........
Exhaustion.....
Exhaustion.....

Heart failure...
Exhaustion.....

>» .....
Secondary 
Bright’s disease 
Paralysis of res
piration.

Renal asthma..

Exhaustion.....

Enteric fever...........
Pneumonia...............
Intra-thoracic tumor
Phthisis ...................
Enteritis ..................
Appendicitis ............
Carcinoma of uterus.

Cardiac failure.
Syncope ..........
Asthenia..........

Peritonitis. 
Exhaustion

Pate of 
Death.

No. of 
days in ( 

Hospital.
Cemetery No.

1896.
28 June ... 17 750

6 July ... 15 Removed.

7 „ .- 10 it
10 „ ... 33

75119 ,, ... 6
21 „ ... 26 752

25 „ ... 5 753
28 ,, .. 3 754
11 Aug. ... 37 Removed.
11 „ - 33 5 >
12 „ ... 18 tt
12 „ .. 16 ,,
12 „ ... 14 755

13 ,, ... 32 756

14 „ ... 1 757
15 ,, ... 7 Removed.
18 „ ... 31 758

22 „ ... 17 Removed.
23 „ ... 29 759

24 „ ... 3 760

27 ,, ... 2 761
27 „ ... 80 762

5 Sept. ... 8 hours 763

10 ,, ... 3 764
13 ,, ... 48 765
16. „ ... 39 Removed.
28 „ ... 

6 Oct. ...
o > t
5 tt

7 ,, ... SO tt
9 „ 18 11

16 „ „ 7 tt

17 „ ... 33 766
19 ,, ... 2 767
23 „ ... 24 Removed.
27 „ ... 33 768
28 „ .. 48 Removed.

29 „ ... 27 11
30 „ ... 54 769

6 Nov. ... 2 770
6 „ ... 16 Removed.

8 „ ... 9 772

22 „ ... 6 Removed.
24 ,, .. 20 > t
26 „ .. 7 773

29 „ .. 26 774

3 Dec. .. 14 Removed.
3 ,, .. 2 776
4 „ .. 13 Removed.
8 „ •• 24 5}

9 „ •• 15 777

11 „ •• 6 778

17 „ .. 111 Removed.

18 „ .. 4 779

19 ,, .. 9 Removed.
21 „ .. 3 780
22 „ .. . 66 781
22 „ .. . 27 Removed.
24 ,, .. . 9 782
28 „ .. . 2 Removed.
30 „ . . 13 ”

The following deceased leper patients were buried in the Little Bay cemetery during 1896 . A. M., grave No. 7-9 ; R. W. 
grave No. 730 ; N. G., grave No. 731 ; W. F., grave No. 771 ; and W. H. A., in grave No. ,75.

Sydney : 'William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.-189S.
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1898.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

COAST HOSPITAL, LITTLE BAY.
(REPORT EOR 1897.)

fLcstttttib la parliament tig CCommanb.

Printed under No. 2 Beport from Printing Committee, 6 July, 1898.

The Chief Medical Officer of the Government to The Principal Under Secretary. 
Sir> „ ,

Hospital il TiltilC'Rhefh0nor t0 SUi^^ t°-t!1C Minister the Annual Eeporfc on the WOTking^f t’h^Coast 
■ P *1 bcliere tl ^tirnp f10 year 1897, 7th table,S C0^talning the usual particulars (see Appendix A), 

honor to otrThelo^owfng rLTHsTon !t° ^ 11^t,ltion aneW’ and’ ti

in 1881^ It^iff tWaS hUrriedly deS’g“ed and liu™iedly built on a site which was hastily selected 
in 1881. It was intended to serve as a quarantine station for cases of small-pox occurring ashore and was
arranged (as to disposition of its buildings) with that object in view. The site is 9 miles dUtant from The 
General Post Office, o miles of the road running through uninhabited country; and it is 3 miles or more from 
the terminus of the Botany tram-lme, and of regular communication with Sydney by public conveyance 
j! “mgS T very^dely pattered ; they were constructed in the simplest manned of wood andTon 
the water-supply was from a dam, filled by natural drainage of the reserve; there were no sewers It
a hospital would'be'l mSiTof worff® PU1’P0Se f°r ^ W8S buUtl but t0 Cal1 SUcl1 “ establisbment

After some incomplete occupation and some changes of purpose, which were fully described in the 
Annual Beport lor the year 1884, the institution was opened at the end of 1883 as ^ 0^ to which 
convalescents might be removed from the metropolitan hospitals to complete their cure. For this purpose
shelter<wnrmth^Cte<3 f° jUBW?r tolcrabIy well; such persons, when chosen with due care, requiring only 
shelter, warmth, good food, and rest m order to re-establish them. This use of the place, though confected

emharrSmeSna0aainim,SaW 1“ epidemi(j °f tyPboid threw the metropolitan hospitals into
* gf Tbey bad been relieved by getting rid of their convalescents, and so making room

tvphoH caseTthat fh”6™ 1 “"T ; Y they were called uPon to admit so large a proportion of 
furtW relief In ■lV°rk W3S S6f embarra;.ssed or even crippled. They hid to seek
+i • ’ | ,u tblj difficulty, it ivas suggested that cases of fever should be provided for at the Coast-’

l a TSVl’ Y TnUhf "i,116 the .1J1,stitution beSan to he used («) asPa convalescent hospital•’
“i <•> - *h^1 f» *»-«- - •»

For several years the mam body of patients was constituted by the destitute chronic sick forwhom
taomTelrlt migrbt BtiU f SOmething t0 relieve tbem ! b^ with them were inevitably milled
from the first a proportion of cases of acute illness occurring to poor persons who could not be pkced in
w^ifc " Stfth lltb°Ugb ClefaCi° destitute as soon as overtaken with illness, they

s til ient of so t£ wkVT h CrrfUl1/ On/eeo'ery- The Proportion of such cases steadily increased
offief arfrlv a’s 1886 in if f taT , fcessary to aPPoi]lt a« assistant to the resident medical

era. early as 1886, m the middle of 1893 it became necessary to appoint a second assistant This
change m the character of cases admitted continued and became more marked Whereas in the earliercSrf"?;/™ lhisAr*doalIr l)e<,an^e requisite; the prepertion „f S Se&SS
continued to increase , the number of fever cases varied only with the epidemic conditions of the season and was almost always much above 200, in one year rising to near 40QP while the number of infectious
fiv^alfo0! whiefof comsp 5f,ia one/ear (1893), and, as to kinds, seldom included less than
hve, all ot which, of course, required isolating, not merely from the general cases, but also from each other

107—A .A
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A moderate mirnber o£ out-patients, being poor people living in the neighbourhood of the hospital, 
have always been advised and supplied with medicines on application. During latter years this number 
increased, until this attendance became an appreciable addition to the sum of the day’s work. No record 
was kept, however, until August 22nd of the year now reported on. It wa,s found that the number of out
patients so attended during the remaining four months of the year amounted to 430; all were of the 
working classes ; all resided at the village of Botany, 3 miles away, where no medical man is established. 
They paid for medicines when able to do so, but in small proportion to the total relieved. _

The aboriginals’ camp at La Perouse was frequently visited by the Medical Superintendent during 
the year, and necessary prescriptions were dispensed at the hospital. _

Members of the garrison at Bare Island occasionally requisitioned the services of the medical staff, 
no medical man residing within sufficiently easy reach of this fort.

Another duty must be mentioned which falls on the medical staff, which is performed in connection 
with the Lazaret—an institution which stands within the extensive reserve attached to the hospital, but 
which is under control of the Minister at the Treasury. This department of the establishment has its own 
nursing and general staff, entirely separate from the Coast staff, and paid from a different Vote ; super
vision of it, however, is a duty of the matron of the Coast Hospital, just as medical attendance is a duty 
thrown on its medical staff, for which neither receive additional pay. It might be supposed that care of 
a number of chronic sick, who have but the slenderest chances of recovery, would be a matter involving 
very little trouble ; but, apart from other considerations, it is the case that such patients require a good 
deal of attention, and that a considerable amount of time is devoted to them. Besides that, they suffer 
from chronic sores, which are often of a serious character, and which require frequent dressings, while 
some of them are so affected that almost constant watchfulness is necessary, in order that medical relief 
may be promptly available when certain complications arise. On the whole, the Lazaret is a special 
hospital, which involves much serious responsibility, much actual labour, and a constant exercise of tact 
to compose differences among the inmates (who are isolated under the law for the public good, and who 
are not all of them in destitute circumstances), and which forms a very important item in the tale of daily 
duty done by the medical staff and by the matron. _

In short, the Coast Hospital has now become a general hospital, to the daily work of which the 
major operations of surgery are alone wanting. _

The development indicated in the foregoing paragraphs can be illustrated by the following figures 
(see Appendix B). The total number of patients admitted in successive years increased from 1,132 in
1884 to 2,307 in 1897, the year now reported on, but the increase of work thus entailed on the staff is 
better shown by the average daily number of persons under treatment; this increased from 104 in 1884 
to 224 in 1897. Nevertheless, the increase of work is far from being fully shown by these figures, for in 
that relation very much indeed depends on the kind and variety of cases admitted. The fever, and other 
infections cases of different kinds, are of most importance, and for further information on this and some 
other points, reference may be made to the tables appended hereto.

Here is the proper place to point out, also, that while the results obtained during this series of 
years, as regards recovery or relief, have not being inferior to those of other large hospitals of New South 
Wales, the cost of maintenance and treatment compares very favourably with the cost elsewhere. The 
total cost per bed and per annum has varied between the following extremes:—£59 Is. lid. in 1895, and 
£4113s. 2d. in 1888. But this hospital has, from its situation and functions, to support the expense of 
a large ambulance service, from which other hospitals are free. This item, therefore, may be deducted 
from the total cost for purposes of comparison, and when that is done the two extremes become 
£53 10s. lid. and £35 16s. 2d. respectively. These charges, in which repairs but not structural additions 
are reckoned, are extraordinarily low, and by way of indicating the methods by which such economy may 
be attained, I mention one item which often does not receive the attention it deserves. The cost of beer, 
wine, and spirits per bed per annum has varied between £2 3s. 2d. and 5s. lid. under different Medical 
Superintendents. It is, in my opinion, quite impossible to trace any effect on the mortality from the 
different allowances thus represented; and in the year preceding that quoted in which this cost just 
exceeded 5s. lid. (6s. 4d.) 342 cases of typhoid fever were treated (being the largest number for any 
year but one) with the highly satisfactory percentage of recoveries of 93. The table in Appendix B 
furnishes all the data available for further study of this point; for my own part I have formed an 
opinion that the cost of alcoholic stimulants varies with the individual views or custom or feeling of 
medical attendants rather than with any rational rule or sound experimental teaching, and that it should 
not exceed more than 5 or 6 shillings a year on an average of occupied beds.

Prom all the circumstances which have now been referred to, increases in the medical, nursing, 
and general staffs have, of course, from time to time become necessary. Thus, in the years 1884 and
1885 a single resident medical superintendent sufficed; from 1886 to 1893 a junior resident medical 
officer was added ; in 1893 two junior medical officers were necessary, making a medical staff of three, 
but they were also charged with the dispensing; in 1896 I was obliged to recommend appointment of a 
qualified dispenser, in order that their whole time might be devoted to their professional duties. So also 
the nursing staff increased gradually from 17 in 1884 to 21 in 1888, to 25 in 1895, to 31 in 1896, while in 
1897 the variety and number of cases of infectious disease, and an increase of 20 in the average daily 
number of patients, rendered a further increase to 37 indispensable. Por another reason, to be mentioned 
below, a further addition of 2 was made to this staff about the middle of the year, and was continued 
throughout its remainder, making a total nursing staff of 39. Lastly, the general staff—ambulance 
service, wardsmen, yardsmen, and servants—increased during this series of years from 23 to 35.

Prom the circumstance of the original construction having been unsuited to hospital purposes, it 
follows that material improvements of an expensive character have also been required from time to time. 
It is scarcely necessary to do more than mention this, because the details have been given in earlier 
reports. The institution, however, has been sewered, and supplied with water from the public service.

This review, and the appended tables on which, together with my personal knowledge of the place 
almost since the date of its opening, it is founded, show, I submit, that the Coast Hospital has been 
successfully managed under very serious difficulties, and at a remarkably small cost. It shows, also, that 
from a camp for convalescents it has developed, on the same economical and successful lines, into a general 
hospital of not less importance either in size or in the class of cases treated than any other in the country. 
But it shows more than this; it is clear that the time has come when the medical staff must be still 
futher increased, and perhaps when the future of the institution should be carefully considered.

2
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. It is neither just nor suitable that an institution which has an average daily number of 224 beds, 
occupied by cases of which a large majority are acute, should be in charge of a staff of only three medical 
men. If all of them were at all times on duty, they might possibly manage without excessive labour; but they 
must occasionally have leave ; and in this connection the remote and inaccessible position of this hospital 
must again be mentioned, which, while it renders change desirable for those whose work confines them 
within its boundaries, makes it necessary that that leave should be somewhat longer than is customary, since 
much of it is necessarily consumed in travelling by road towards any place it may be desired to visit. 
W hen, therefore, one of the staff is absent on leave, the whole of the work has to be done by the remain
ing two ; and it need not be pointed out that it is scarcely possible for two to transact all the business of 
a day, or even of an afternoon. Asa matter of fact, the present Medical Superintendent has never felt 
able to take the leave to which, by the rules of the Service, he is entitled.

The following recommendations have accordingly been already made :—A third junior resident 
should be appointed without delay, thus raising the medical staff to four ; but provision should be made 
on the Estimates for a fourth junior, who should not be appointed until he is found necessary after trial; 
these appointments to be made, as heretofore, from the best of the students annually attaining to their 
degrees at the University. Secondly, while these gentlemen should severally be engaged for the term of 
one year only, one among them should be selected for a second year, in order that the Medical Superin
tendent should have at command a deputy to whom he could entrust more important matters, and who 
might to some extent be charged with supervision of the juniors. The junior members should receive a 
smaller honorarium than they do at present, while the senior among them should receive something more.

In the second place, the post of Medical Superintendent should be so increased in value that some 
gentleman who has practical familiarity with hospital management, and who has proved his competency 
therein, may be attracted and retained. Here, again, the situation of the hospital must be insisted upon 
in connection with its remoteness, or, rather, with the time consumed in reaching it, from the department. 
I have thus far kept it under supervision ; but I am obliged to say that my increasing duties render it 
difficult for me to devote as much time to visiting it as would be necessary for efficient control. It is 
desirable that the Medical Superintendent should for the future be entirely responsible for conduct of 
this establishment, in a sense wffiich wrould render such visits of inspection as I shall alone have time for 
sufficient to my efficient control and departmental administration.

Certain other matters are involved in these recommendations. It will be necessary to increase the 
accommodation at the quarters occupied by the junior medical staff, and it wdll be necessary either to 
increase the accommodation at the present quarters occupied by the Medical Superintendent, or to erect a 
new dwelling for him, with a view to using his present quarters for another purpose. .

. In the the third place the outdoor staff is no longer able to attend to the duties to which they wTere 
appointed, and in consequence the extensive roads and grounds have fallen into a state of disorder which, 
while unavoidable, is not creditable. This same difficulty has arisen before, and m the same way ; 
attendants appointed to outdoor work have gradually been withdrawn therefrom by increase of number 
of patients, and have not been promptly replaced. The men referred to, besides attending to minor road- 
mendmg and some gardening, are responsible for cleanliness and tidiness of yards and the extensive 
verandahs, and are necessary.

During the year the Public Service Board, perceiving some inequality between the leave granted to 
members of the nursing and female serving staffs of this and of other Grovernment institutions, appointed a 
sub-board to c'onsider and recommend an uniform plan. This sub-board, which consisted of the Chief Medical 
Officer of the Grovernment, the Inspector-G-eneral of the Insane, the Comptroller-Greneral of Prisons, and 
the Director of Grovernment Asylums, recommended a regulation to the Board by which fifty-two days 
clear leave per annum should he secured to nurses in the Service ; and, in the ease of this hospital, that 
the times at which that leave should be taken should be left to departmental regulation. After consider
ation and consultation with the superior officers of the institution, by whom the wishes of the nursing 
staff were ascertained, I decided that twenty-eight of the days should be taken as annual leave, and that 
the other twenty-four should be devoted to granting two days’ leave a month.

In order to carry out this arrangement, however, it was necessary to increase both the nursing and 
the female serving staffs—the former by nine members, the latter by three. This it was impossible to 
do until new buildings to accommodate them should have been erected. You approved the proposed 
arrangement, provided salaries for the increased staff, and appropriated a sum to the erection of the 
required buildings ; but the latter were not erected during the year, and, consequently, neither were all 
rhe new members of staff appointed, nor was it possible to allow the increased leave authorised. The 
matron, however, voluntarily found room for two additional nurses by giving up to them a portion of her 
private quarters, and those two were appointed. The nursing staff for part of the year thus amounted to 
thirty-nine, as already mentioned above.

During the year a new infectious ward was erected, to hold twenty beds, in the best position which 
offered, but it did not begin to be occupied. This increase was rendered necessary by the number, and 
even more by the variety of kinds and combinations, of infectious cases so fully occupying the available 
parts of the institution, that many cases for which isolation was sought had to be refused ; especially cases 
of diphtheria had to be refused. Convalescents from diphteria, whom it is customary to admit from the 
only other hospital at which such cases are regularly treated,—the diphteria branch of the Children’s 
Hospital at the Glebe also had to be excluded. This latter hospital can accommodate only twelve 
patients. After introduction of the antitoxin treatment of that disease, it began to be largely occupied 
with convalescents (who before that treatment would in all likelihood have died) ; and, since “a hospital 
which is near the homes of those who are compelled to send their children away for treatment is always 
preferred to. one winch, like the Coast, is so situated as to be practically inaccessible to such people, it 
was necessary to devise some means of so relieving the Glebe hospital of its convalescents that it might 
be kept available for receipt of new' and acute cases. Befusal, for want of room, to take over further 
convalescents (who, though in course of recovery, were still infective, and, therefore, could not be dis
charged to their homes) was a very serious matter to the sick poor and to the country, since failure to 
admit to hospital too often means death of the patients in the case of this fatal disease. The addition 
mentioned was, therefore, urgently required; and, as far as it goes, will afford most useful accommodation 
during the ensuing year.



1^18

4

No institution for relief of the treatment of disease in any place can be considered apart from all 
other such institutions in the same place, nor apart from those which are designed to house the infirm 
poor. Broadly speaking, they all have one object, and, though their managements may be differently 
constituted, they all subserve each other in ways which are more or less direct. This, which is always the 
case, is especially clear in this country, where almost all of such institutions are supported in large 
measure from public moneys regularly granted tbem. A reason for increasing the number and status of 
the medical staff, which has not yet been mentioned, furnishes another illustration of this interdependence 
than that just given above. This is the increasing need there is that those operations of surgery which 
are called “ minor ” should be performed there. The greater operations, which never are performed except 
in the presence of several competent surgeons, can never be done there ; because the distance of the 
place is such that it cannot enjoy the advantage of a large honorary staff, nor, indeed, of any other than 
the resident staff. But the lesser operations may, and should be, done there; and the reason is the 
following. The diseases which necessitate them are incapacitating, and the patient cannot resume work, 
be it household or outdoor, until relieved ; they are often not progressive, and most often merely 
incapacitate those who suffer from them until some operation shall have been performed. Now the 
metropolitan hospitals are usually full, and, at all events, have many beds occupied by those persons who 
require major operations. When, therefore, some of the less severe cases apply to them for admission, 
they are too often of necessity refused; but, when the applicants are poor, they must be provided for 
somewhere, since, until they are operated on, they cannot work. Such persons, therefore, are often 
transmitted to the Coast, and are retained there until a vacancy for them at a metropolitan hospital 
occurs. But, since all that these persons require to re-establish them is the operation, it follows that their 
stay in bed where no operation can be done is a sheer waste of time and unnecessary expense to the 
country, it might, and in future must, be avoided. By increasing the medical staff, a portion of it will 
be at liberty to devote the time to these cases which, for the present, they are ill able to spare ; and, 
though at first sight this expansion appears to be a mere increase of expense, it will, by enabling the eases 
referred to to be dealt with immediately and discharged soon, in reality be an economy.

As to use of a part of this institution as a hospital for isolation of cases of infectious disease, it 
may be pointed out, first of all, that the number received has very largely increased during the past four 
or five years, and that the total number of such cases admitted during 1897 was nearly 500. This was 
due, mainly, to prevalence of epidemics of scarlet fever and diphtheria ; partly also, no doubt, to better 
understanding of the uses of isolation by the public. Secondly, it must be mentioned that the buildings 
which alone are available for isolation of such diseases are entirely unsuitable in point of construction 
and arrangement, and that successful management of this branch reflects great credit on the Medical 
Superintendent. Thirdly, though it may be true that freer use of this hospital for isolation purposes— 
there being no other devoted to this work in the country—is due, in part, to improved knowledge on the 
part of the public, yet I am of opinion that it has been chiefly due to prevalence of diseases in epidemic 
form, and, therefore, I point out that it is entirely unsuited to that purpose, not merely by construction, 
but also by remote position. It is most important that the early cases of infectious disease in any 
epidemic, and in any household, should be at once isolated, but universal experience shows that the public 
will not willingly or freely send their children to a place at such a distance from their homes that they 
are, practically, precluded from at least calling at the gates frequently to inquire after them. And, in 
fact, this hospital cannot be reached except at a real expense for travelling, and, which is perhaps more 
important, the loss of a day’s work. It is, therefore, not nearly as useful as it might, or should, be, and, 
probably, the isolation work done by it is, for that reason, not fully commensurate with its cost. It is 
necessary that isolation hospitals should be erected at certain points of the metropolitan area which are 
near the houses whose inhabitants are to be served by them, and, were this done, not only would they 
furnish an important means of controlling infectious diseases, but also they would set free about eighty 
beds at the Coast Hospital, which are much wanted for general cases. The hospital accommodation for 
Sydney is once more becoming reduced below what is required.

At beginning of the year some effort began to be made to introduce the eight-hours’ system into 
this hospital, and, in short, to regulate it in accordance with the recently-enacted factories and Work
shops Act. The agitation was carried into Parliament, where its impracticability was recognised in a 
protracted debate, and it fell, consequently, to the ground. No particular reason for selecting the Coast 
Hospital as the subject of this proposal appeared; and it is due to the' members of the nursing staff to 
say that they had never at any time invited it, nor did they at any time join in it. In short, the result, 
before the discussion (which was conducted with much freedom of assertion on one side) was brought to 
a close, was that the nursing staff became much irritated and offended at what they regarded as a 
gratuitous and unwarranted intrusion on their private affairs.

_ Dr. E. U. Eussell continued to discharge the duties of medical superintendent during the year ; 
Miss MacMaster continued in the position of matron ; Drs. Higgins and Darrell, of the temporary medical 
staff, were replaced on termination of their engagement, by effluxion of time, by Drs. Cooley and Dey ; 
Mr. Willman continued in the post of storekeeper. I am happy to be able to report that all these officers, 
and the staff as a whole, performed their duties entirely to my satisfaction.

I have, &c.,
J. ASHBUETON THOMPSON,

. Chief Medical Officer of the Government.

APPENDIX



5

APPENDIX A.

Table I.—General Statement showing Total Admissions, Transfers, Discharges, Deaths, Average Daily 
Number, and Average Stay of each Patient during the year 1897.
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i 0 64 . 62 5‘4 224 32-6

(Remaining in Slst December, 1898, 207.)

Table II.—Showing the Channel through which the Patients admitted during the year 1897 reached
the Hospital.

If umber of patients...........................

Hospital Admission 
Depot. Chief Medical Officer. Medical

Superintendent. Total.

1,389 608 310 2,307

Table III.—Showing Admissions and Deaths of General Cases during the year 1897, distributed under
sex and age.

i
; 0-5. 5-10. 10- 15. 15-20. 20-30. 30-40. 40- 50. 50-60. 00-70. ! 70-80. 80-90. 90-100.

| M. j F. M. F. M. F-. M. F. M. F. ' M. F. M. F. M. F. M. j F ' M. F. M. F. M. F.
: j

Admissions 41 31 28 17 28 39 59 | 60 331 160 1315 135 ;221 78 141 32
55 1 22 ! 7

8 2 ... 1,813
Deaths........... 4j 3

i !
3 2 4 1 2 2 6 5| If,

j.
11 11 6 12 4 5 4 1 2 1 105

(Average stay in hospital, 35'1 days; mortality, 5'7 per cent.)

Table IY.—Showing the number of Typhoid Eever admissions and deaths during the year 1897,
distributed under sex and age.

Admissions..... .................

0-5 5-10 10-15 15-20 20-30 30-40 40-50 50-60 60-70
Total.

M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F.
1 1

M. | F. | M. F. M. F.

4
i i

21 9 | 7
... j ... ; ...

18 10 10 7
1

18

2

11

2

10

2

7 12

3

1 1 1

1

128

11Deaths ..........................

One patient who (lied during 1S97 was admitted in 1830. Average stay in Hospital, 37'o days. Mortality, 8'5 per cent.

Table V.—Showing Districts from which cases of Typhoid Fever were admitted during the year 1897.

District. Admissions. Deaths. District. Admissions. Deaths.

Mktbopolis—
Svdney ...................... .14 1*

Suburbs—
Suburbs—

( Balmain............... 1 Burwood .................. 1

North
7 9.

' .Leichhardt............ . 10 1 WesternWestern 1 Annandale.................. 2
C. Glebe.................... 2 1

West
Central

f Newtown .................. 4
< St. Peters .................. 2 Southern
(.Erskineville ........... 3 ■ 1("Redfern...................... 7 Shore
1 Darlington.................. 1

East ! Waterloo .................. 9 1 1
• Central 1 Alexandria.................. 12

1 North Botany .......... 2 No fixed address_____ 5
(JBotany ...................... 12

Eastern f Paddington .............. 1 128 11^ W averley ................. : 1
.

* Admitted in 1S9C.
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Table YI.—Showing Districts from which cases of Infectious Disease (other than Typhoid Fever) were 
admitted during the year 1897 ; with number of admissions and deaths.

Scarlet-fever. Diphtheria. Erysipelas. Chicken-pox.

Districts.
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53 9 51 • 3 3
GlebeJ .................................................................... 20 6 4

21 1 4
15 1 3
13 1 1

9 3 2
12
11 *

6 2 i
11 7

8
5 2
5 1 i
3
2 2 i
4 1
4 1
3 2
4
3 x
5 1
2 1 i
2 1 1
1 ....... i i i
3
2 1
1 1 1
1 2
3

■Enfield ............ ................................. 1
i

1
1 12 2

235 3 25 100 7 6

l-27°/ ✓ 7°/

Table YII.—Working expenses of the Coast Hospital for the year 1897.

1897.

Mainienaxce and Treatment oe Patients. 
Salaries:—

Hospital Staff .........................................................
Provisions :—

Meat .........................................................................
Bread.........................................................................
Butter .....................................................................
Vegetables.................................................................
Potatoes.....................................................................
Groceries .................................................................
Milk and Ice.............................................................
%gs .........................................................................
Poultry.....................................................................
Wine, Beer, and Spirits ................................. .......

Sundries—
Drugs and disinfectants .................... *...................
Fuel and lighting.....................................................
Water rates .............................................................
Drapery, bedding, uniforms, &c.............................
Ironmongery and furniture ................................ .
Brush, glass, and crockery-ware.............................
Coffins ....................................................................
Stationery, printing............................ ....................
Petty expenses......................................... ................

Total :—Maintenance and treatment of patients 

^Ambulance—
Salaries and rations..........................................................
Forage ............................................................................. .
Repairs, remounts, &c......................................................

Repairs—
Salaries and rations..........................................................
Materials, &c..................................................... .................

Total

Total. Average per head per annum.

£ s. d. £ 8. d. £ S. d. £ S. d.
2,444 15 5 2,444 15 5 10 17 iof

625 5 6 2 15
555 16 3 2 9 6i
335 15 4 1 9 11
489 17 2 2 3 71
127 7 11 0 11 4i

1,383 3 6 6 3 3i
1,296 15 0 5 15 6i

504 6 1 2 4 Hi
67 17 10 0 6 oi

334 16 11
5,721 1 g

1 9 10i
25 f) 00

723 2 6 3 4 si
681 14 7 2 18 Hi
144 19 10 0 12 ii
668 7 5 2 19 6-i
136 12 9 0 12 2i
141 10 3 0 12 7i
40 16 0 0 3 Hi
37 4 5 0 3 3f

148 8 1 0 13 2i
12 J li

10,868 12 9 48 8 8f

692 0 0 3 1 8i
373 7 3 1 13 3i
315 n 1

1,381 8 4
1 8 li Q 3 1

410 0 0 1 16 6i
156 10 8

566 10 8
0 13 Hi

2 10 5 s

12,816 11 9 12,816 11 9 57 2 3i

* In Ambulance computation two nurses are chargedi
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Table VIII.—Statement of tlie Total Expenditure, Coast Hospital, 1897.

Expenditure. Amount. • How Paid. Amount.

To working expenses, as per Table VII..........
£ s. d. 

12,816 11 9 By amount paid from Hospital Vote by Chief
£ s. d.

j, erection of Infectious Ward, and supplying
stores by G-overnment Architect..............

„ proceeds of sale of horses, bones, fat, &e.,
2,157 14 3

Medical Officer of the Government..........
„ amount paid from vote under control of 

the Works Department ..........................

9,048 4 7

3,270 4 1
paid into Treasury ...................................

„ value of stores, and services, transferred to 
Leper Lazaret ...........................................

1 18 4

278 10 7

,, amount paid from Stores Vote ...............
„ amount paid by Grovernment Printer.......

1,911 5 4 
25 0 11

Total.............................. £ 13,254 14 11 Total.............................. £ 13,254 14 11

Table IX.—Showing the Number of Persons under Treatment, the Order of Disease for which they were treated, 
and the Number of Deaths in each Order during the year 1897. (Includes cases brought forward from 
previous year.)

Discharged during 
the year.
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Class 1.—Specific Febbile ob Zymotic Diseases. 

Order 1.—Miasmatic Diseases.

Chicken-pox ... ...
Scarlet Fever ... ...
Influenza ... ...
Diphtheria ... ...
Typhoid, Enteric Fever 
Febricula ... ...
Diphtheria, Convalescent

Order 2.—Diarrhceal Diseases.

5 • •• 1
232 3 14
18
25 1

108 11 22
18

• 3

Thrush ... 
Hydatids

Class 2.—Pabasitic Diseases.

1

Total, Class 2

Class 3.—Dietetic Diseases.

6
249

18
26

141
18

3

Diarrhoea ... ... ... 6 6
Dysentery ... ... ... ... 3 2 5

Order 3.—Malarial Diseases.

Intermittent Fever (Ague) ... ... 11 4 ... 15
Beri Beri ... ... ... ... 1 12 1 2 16

Order 4.—Septic Diseases.

Erysipelas ... ... ... ... 96 1 7 3 107-
PyEemia, Septicsemia ... ... ... 1 1 2

Order 5.— Venereal Diseases.

Syphilis ... ... ... ... 155 36 5 1 21 218
Gonorrhoea ... ... ... ... 99 45 1 6 151
Stricture of Urethra ... ... ... 16 7 i 4 28

Total, Class 1 ... ... 796 105 6 27 75 100B

Scurvy ... ... ... ... ... i 1
Intemperance—

a. Chronic-Alcoholism ... ... 32 1 4 37
. b. Delirium Tremens ... ... 1 1

c. Opium Smoking ... ... 1 1

Total, Class 3 ... ... 35 ... 1 4 40

Class 4.—Constitutional Diseases.

Leprosy... ... ... ... ... 1 1
Rheumatic Fever, Rheumatism of i 3 1 5

Heart.
Rheumatism, Chronic... ... ... 142 39 7 27 215Gout ... ... ... ... 5 2 2 9
Cancer, Malignant Disease ... ... 5 5 10
Tabes Mesenterica ... ... ... 1 1
Tubercular Meningitis (Acute Hydro- 1 i

cephalus).
Tuberculosis, Scrofula, &c. ... ... i 3 4
Purpura, Hssmorrhagic Diathesis ...
Antomia Chlorosis, Leucoeythajmia ... 28 3 i 8 40
Diabetes Mellitus ... ... 1 1 1 3
Marasmus ... ... ,,, ... 3 1 i 5

. Total, Class 4 ............... 180 54 9 15 36 294

Class 5.—Developmental Diseases.
Premature Birth ... ... 2 2 4-
Atelectasis ... ... ... 1

...
1

Cyanosis ... ... ... ... 1 ... i

Total, Class 5 ... ... 4 ... ... 2 6

Class 6.—Local Diseases.
Order 1.—Diseases rf the Nervous System.

Inflammation of Brain or its Mem- 3 2 5 2 12
branes.

Apoplexy ... ... ... ... 1 1
Softening of Brain ... ... ... 2 2
Hemiplegia, Brain Paralysis ... ... 8 1 9Paralysis Agitans ... ... ... i 1 2
Insanity... ... ... ... ... 2 2Chorea ... ... ... ... ... 7 3 3 13Epilepsy ... ... ... ... 2 2 1 5
Paraplegia, Diseases of the Spinal 2 9 3 14Cord.
ISTeuritis... ... ... ... ... 9 6 4 19Hysteria , ... ... ... ... 7 4 1 ... i 13

Order 2.—Diseases of the Organs of Special Sense. 
Diseases of the Eye ... ... ...f 7 ] 1 | ... | ... |

Order 3.—Diseases of the Circulatory System. 
Valvular Disease ...
Endocarditis ... ...
Pericarditis ... ...
Hypertrophy of the Heart 
Syncope... ... ...
Aneurism ... ...
Phlebitis ... ...
Varicose Veins... ...
Senile decay ... ...

2 2
7 1 4 2 14

i 1
29 1 3 4 37

2 2
... i 3 ... 4

3 3
... 9 2 2 13
. . . ... 6 6
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Class 6.—Local Diseases—^continued. Class 6.—Local Diseases—'Continued
Order 4.—Diseases of the Despiratory System. Order 9.—Diseases of Parturition.

Laryngitis ... ... ... ...
Asthma, Emphysema ... ... ...
Bronchitis ... ... * ... ...

6
3

3G

i
6
7

...
...

2

i
i
4

8
12
49

Abortion, Miscarriage... ... ..
Other Accidents of Childbirth ...

17
17

2
1 3

...
2

39
23

Pneumonia ... ... ... ... 15 3 8 1 27
Pleurisy... ... ... ... ... 20 2 4 2G Order 10.—Diseases of the Organs of Locomotion.
Phthisis Pulmonalis ... ... ... 38 i ii 5 55 Caries, Necrosis ... ... ... 6 4 2 12

Order 5.—Diseases of [he
Arthritis, Ostitis, Periostitis ... 5 2 2 9Digestive Systc m. Morbus coxae ... ... ... . 3 1 4

Stomatitis ... ... ... .. -i 1 ... 5 Synovitis ... ... ............... 11 3 i 2 17
Dentition ... ... ... ... i 1
Sore Throat, Quinsoy ... ... .. 27 ... 27 Order W.—-Diseases of the Integumentary System.
Dyspepsia ... ... ... ..
JIaematemcsis ... ... ...

10
1

3 19
1 Carbuncle ... ... ... ... 15 1 16

Grastritis ... ... ... ... 40 ... ... i 2 43 Phlegmon, Cellulitis ... ... ... 42 3 1 G 52
Enteritis ... ... ... ... 15 1 5 2 23 Ulcer ... ... ... ... ... 70 G i 8 85
Hernia ... ... ... ... ... 3 2 ... Eczema... ... ... ... ... 21 2 2 25
Pistula ... ... ... ... .. 7 Scabies ... ... ... ... ... 3 1 4
Piles ... ... ... ... ... 0 1 7 Psoriasis ... ... ... ... 8 2 10
Other diseases of the Kectum ... i 1 Sycosis ... ... ... ... ... 1 ... 1
Peritonitis ... ... ... ... 3 3 Impetigo ... ... ... ... 7 7
Ascites ... ... ... ... ... 0 5 Herpes Zoster ... ... ... ... 2 i 1 4
Gall-stones ... ... ... ... 2 9 — — —
Cirrhosis of Liver ... ... ... 5 i 1 9 9 Total, Class 6 ... ... 545 208 12 79 77 921
Hepatitis ... ... ... ... 3 3
Jaundice ... ... ... ... 3 i ... 4
Appendicitis ... ... ... ... ... i 1
Typhilitis ... ... ... ... 1 ... 1 Class 7.—Vtollxck.Vermes... ... ... ... ... 2 ... ... 2

Fractures ... ... ... ... 14 1 15
Order 6.—Diseases of tie Lymphatic Sysiem and Ductless Glands. Dislocations ... ... ... ...

Cuts, &c. ... ... ... ...
19

7
1 1 21

7
Diseases of Lymphatic System ... i i ... ... ... 2 Contusions ... ... ...

Burns, Scalds ... ... ... ...
31
3 1 1 1

31
6

Sunstroke ... ... ... ... 1 1
Order 7.—Diseases of Urinary System. Poison ... ... ... ... ... 5 ... 5

Nephritis ... ... ... ...
Bright’s disease (Xephria) ... ...

i 0
17

9
6

Bite of Snake or Insect ... ...; 1 x
**•

2 21
23 Injury to Back ... ... ..

Injury to Knee... ... ...
3
2 3

... 1 2
5Uraemia ... ... ... ...

Calculus ... ... ... ...
Disease of Bladder ... ... ...

2
n
i

2
3
1

Attempted Suicide ... ... ...
Bursitis... ... ... ... 3

i
i ...

i
4

Disease of Prostate ... ... ...
Abscess of Kidney ... ... ...

2
1

1 3
1 Total, Class 7 ... ... 87 8 1 3 99

Order 8.—Disease of the Organs of G-eneration.

Ovarian Disease ... ... ... i 1 ... 2 Class S.—Ill-Defined and Not-Specified Causes.
Disease of Uterus and Vagina ... 18 1 i i 21 Debility, Atrophy, Inanition.............. 1

Tumour... ... ... ... ...
32 2 3 1 7 45

Pelvic Abscess... ... ... ... 1 1 4 1 1 6
Perineal Abscess ... ... ... 6 i 7 Abscess ... ... ... ... ... 26 1 27
Diseases of Testes, Penis, Scrotum, &c. 5 1 6 Not specified ... ... ... ... 50 2 5 57Phimosis ... ... ... ... 3 3 ___
Hydrocele ... ... ... ... 0 2 i 9 Total, Class 8 ... ... 112 3 6 2 12 135

SmiMAitr of Table IX.

Total, Class 1.—Specific, Fi-biile, or Zrirotic Diseases 
,, 2.—Parasitic Diseases ... ... ...
„ 3—'Dietetic Diseases ... ... ...
j, 4.—Constitutional Diseases ... ...

„ 5.—Developmental Diseases ...............
„ 6.—Local Diseases... ... ... ...
j, 7.—Violence ... ... ...............
„ 8.—Ill-defined and not-specified causes...

Gfiand Total ...

Discharged during the year. Remaining 
in on

December 31, 
1897.

Total.
Cured. Relieved. Unrelieved. Died.

796 105 c 27 75 1,009
1 1 2

35 i 4 40
180 54 9 15 36 294

4 2 6
545 208 12 79 77 921

87 8- 1 3 99
112 3 6 2 12 135

1,760 379 34 126 207 2,506
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Table X—Operations performed under anaesthetics at the Coast Hospital during the year 1897.

Nature of Operation Male. Female. Cuied. Relieved Unrelieved. Died. Total

(3-yneecological Operations—
Curettage .. ... ... ... . . ... ... ... 22 22 22
Unspecified .. . . ... ... ... ... 3 3

Eye Operation—
Necrosed orbital plate............... ... . ............... i i 1

Amputations—
Finger ... ... ... ... . . ... 3 2 5 5
Toe .................................................................................... 1 1 J
Thigh .... ... ... . ... .. 1 i 1

Bone Operations—
Scraping necrosed ... ... . . . . ... ... 7 7 7
Wiring fractured jaw ... .. ... ... ... 1 . . i . i 1

Operations on New Growths—
Excision of fibroma ... . ... .. 1 1 1

Abscesses ... . .. ... 3 1 3 i 4
Abdominal Operations—

Strangulated hernia . ... 1 2 3 3
Radical cure ,, .... 1 1 « 1

Miscellaneous—
Extraction of teeth .. ... 1 1 x
RemoA al of foreign body ....... .. 1 1 1
Fistula m ano . ..T ... . .. . 2 2 2

„ recto-vaginae . . ... 1 ... i 1
Circumcisions ... ... ... .. . . 10 10 10
Scraping bubo . ... ... 5 5
Hydrocele, radical cure . ... . ... . .. 4 4 4
Toenails, evulsion of . . ... . 1 1 x
Stricture ... ... ... ... ... 11 11 ii
Sinus, curetting ... ... . . 5 4 1 5
Haemorrhoids . ... . ... . 1 i 1
Opening knee -joint . . . . , . . 3 i 2 3
Dislocation, reduction of . ............... 1 i ]
Ankylosis of knee-joint .. ........................... . . 1 1 i 1 2
Calculus m urethra .. . ... 1 1 1
Varicose veins ... . 1 i L
Tracheotomy .. . . . .. 1 i i

Unspecified ... ... .. . . . ... 2 1 3 3

Total ........................ 66 38 96 3 4 i 104

Table XL—Showing; the names, &c , of all Patients who died at the Coast Hospital during the year 1897.

No Name Date of 
Admission How admitted. Aye Disease Complications Date of 

Death
No. of 
dajs in 
Hospital.

Cemetery
No.

2183 Price, John.............. 28 Dec , 1896 H A. Dep6t ..
yrs.
55 Erysipelas of the face Septicsemia... .

1897.
2 Jan . 5 7832117 Gough, Richard........... 15 „ 1} „ 78 Senile decay .......... Exhaustion .. 2 „ 18 Removed.2195 Bain, Alexander . 29 „ 4f Enteric fever.......... Pneumonia..... 5 „ ... 7

1962 Thomas, Francis ........ 20 Nov., „ Chf. Med. Off 67 Post-erysipelatous Exhaustion .. 6 „ 47 784
1939 G-oobra, Joseph ........ 20 „ JJ Med. Supt. ... 50

supperation. 
Chronic Bright’s Heart failure.. 9 „ . 785

43 Lister, Alfred . . . 6 Jan , 1897 Chf.'Med Off 43
disease.

Cerebral apoplexy .. Paralysis...... 13 „ . 7
55 Jones, Thomas . .. 8 .,

20 Feb ,
JJ • 30 Enteric fever......... 14 „ .. 6 78 ft

343 Hanford, William . . 1896 JJ 33 Tropho-neurosis and Exhaustion .. 19 „ .. 334 Removed.
74 Frawley, Myra......... 11 Jan , 1897 16

spinal compression. 
Enteric fever......... Haemorrhage . 21 „ . 10

66 Crozier, Margaret . .. 0 .. 23
Chronic Bright’s

.. 21 „ 12
1262 Brown, John ......... . 27 July, 1896 H. A. Depdt .. 17 .................. 8 Feb 196

102 Edie, Hannah ............ 25 Jan., 1897 Chf Med. Off 35
disease.

Malignant disease of Exhaustion .. 10 „ . . 787
1921 Langren, Daniel . . . 16 Nov, 18% H. A. Depot... 19

abdomen.
Acute enteritis ... . Peritonitis...... 15 „ . . 91 788301 Moorehead, Mary (or 17 Feb, 1897 Chf. Med. Off 40 Nephritis ....... . . Bronchitis ... 27 ;;... 10 789

344
Clements).

Campbell, Michael .. 25 „ JJ H. A Depot 24 Stricture of urethra Post-operative 5 Mar 8 Removed.
52 Bailey, William ........ b Jan., Med. Supt. 32 Tuberculosis ....... Asthenia ........ fi „ . 57 7903oo Mars!), Thomas . 27 Feb., « H. A. Depot... 42 Pneumonia . . .. Exhaustion .. 6 „ . 7 791

361 Morgan, Walter . .. 28 „ ,, Med. Supt. 16 Cerebral tumour . Convulsions H „ . ii Removed.483 O’Laughhn, John J. ... 16 Mar., Chf. Med. Off 23 Aortic regurgitation Asphvxia ...... 18 „ .. 2
131 Goddard, Elizabeth (or 22 Jan , ,, H. A. Depot. . 40 Chrome nephritis . Coma.............. 22 „ 59 792
541

Standring, Rachel). 
Logan, David ........ 26 Mar , Med. Supt. 47 Cardiac disease ..... 27 „ 14 793

539 Saunders, Kate......... 25 „ JJ Chf. Med Off. 10 Tubercular men- Cardiac failure 3 April 9 hours 794
561 Murray, Esther . . 29 „ JJ JJ

Med. Supt.
31

ingitis.
Acute nephritis............ Uraemia............... 4 „ .. 6 Removed.593 Willman, Annie 

Wmnett, Thos. Medcalf
5 April 33 Premature labour ... Saprsemia . ... 8 „ .. 3

624 9 „ JJ H A. Dep6t 52 Pneumonia........................ Cardiac failure ii „ • 2 »

107—B
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No. Name. Date of 
Admission. How admitted. Age ■ Disease. Complications Date of 

Death
No. of 

da>s in 
Hospital

Cemetery
No.

yrs. 1897
576 Miller, Daniel............... 1 April, 1897 H. A. Depot... 40 Enteric fever........... 14 April. 13 795
677 15 „ „ 45 16 1
702 21 '' ” 75 24 3 796
678 Levey, Amelia............... 15 „ „ Chf. Med. Off. 66 Chrome nephritis ... Cardiac failure 25 10 797
630 Hughes, Jack ............. 10 „ „ H. A. Depot . 35 Phthisis.................. 27 17 798
535 Chf. Mod. Off. 49 an
728 Allen, William............... 23 April, „ 25 Heart failure .. 3 May.. 10
777 Breen, James ............... 1 May, „ JJ ••• 22 Pneumonia ............ ................... 5 JJ - 4
798 Kirkin, John.................. 4 „ „ H. A. Depot... 55 Erysipelas of face ... Meningitis..... 6 JJ ••• 2 799

823 Lacey, James ............... 8 ,, ,, Chf. Med. Off. 4 Broncho-pncumonia Cardiac failure 8 JJ 2 hours 800

2073 Tuckey, Albert ........... 9 Dec., 1896 H. A. Depdt...
yr&.

5 Tubercular disease of Meningitis 10 151 Removed.
day hip.

830 Ready, Francis B........... 10 May, 1897 Med. Supt. ... 1 Premature birth ... 11 JJ ’ * • 1 801

694 Cardie, James ............ 30 April, „ Chf. Med. Off.
yrs.
65 Senile decay ......... . Bronchitis ... 12 22 Removed.

793 Thomas, John ............. . 3 May „ H. A. Depot 46 Chrome nephritis ... Pneumonia .. 15 13 802
848 Power, Sarah ............... 12 „ „ Chf. Med Off. 59 Rheumatic fever . Cardiac disease 15 3 Remoi ed.
772 Waterford, Kate ......... 30 April, „ H. A. Depot .. 51 Degeneration of Cardiac failure 17 17

spinal cord.
877 Gardener, Charles ... 16 May, „ Chf. Med. Off. 52 General paralysis Peritonitis ...... 22 • 6
950 Chum, Ah..................... 27 „ „ JJ •• 45 Bronchitis ............. Cardiac failure 29 2
915 Bath, Emily... ..... 21 „ „ J> 40 Malignant disease of j> • • 31 JJ 10 804

uterus.
296 16 Eeb., „ 75 TOfi Removed.
986 Watt, Marion............... 3 June, „ 14 Enteric fever....... Meningitis ... 3 5 hours
891 Cuthbert, John ........ 18 May, „ H. A. Depot... 39 Malignant disease of Cardiac failure 7 20 805

stomach.
992 Harding, William ....... 5 June, „ „ 42 Erysipelas of scalp... (Edema . 7 2 806
997 Chapman, William K. .. 7 „ „ Chf. Med. Off 20 Pneumonia............. Cardiac failure 11 , 4 Removed.
944 Hughes, Emily.............. 26 May, „ JJ 29 Pernicious ansemia Diarrhoea . .. 13 18

1044 Hill, Christina........................... 13 June, „ 9 Broncho-pneumonia Cardiac failure 17 4
1051 On, G-ee .................................. ** » JJ Med. Supt. . 57 Cardiac disease ............ Asthenia .. . 18 3
1073 Wright, William J.... 17 „ „ Chf. Med. Off 41 Erysipelas of foot Meningitis ... 20 3 5)

764 Mortimer, Samuel .... 28 April, ,, 60 Phthisis ............................. Exhaustion ... 22 55
736 Angrove, John......... 24 „ „ JJ • • 67 . Asthenia.......... 26 63
809 Willis, Henrietta ....... 6 May, „ H. A. Dep6t 35 Cirrhosis of liver ... Cardiac failure 5 July 60 80S

1031 McIntosh, Henrietta 11 June, „ Chf. Med. Off. 37 Phthisis................................ Exhaustion 6 25 Removed.
2068 9 Dee, 1896 H. A DepOt... 40 8 216 809
1076 46 13 24 810
955 ” 32 14 ’ 47 811

1180 Banks, Annie ......... 8 Julv, „ CM Med. Off. 64 Malignant disease 18 " .. 10 Removed.
1221 Eland, E-oselta ........ 15 „ „ JJ 32 Septic endomentntis Saprsemia . 18 3
1244 Brown, Florence .... 18 „ „ Med. Supt. . 5 Scarlatina .............. Cardiac failure 19 12 hours
1264 Hamond, Arthur........... 22 „ „

Chf. Med. Off
55 Bright’s disease... Convulsions ... 23 8 hours J}

1319 Henderson, G-eorge....... 30 „ „ 47 Erysipelas of face . Cardiac failure 31 13 hours
1258 Harding, John............. 21 „ „ H. A. Depot .. 62 Anthrax of neck 3 Aug. 13 813

998 Wilson, Catherine . . 7 June, ,, jj • • 60 Senile decay ... . Asthenia ....... 3 57 814
962 58 10 73 “ 815

1026 Eitzalbion, John ....... 11 June, „ 29 Endocarditis 10 60 816
1107 Power, Michael ............ 26 „ „ » - 64 Valvular disease of heart Cardiac failure 15 JJ ••• 50 817

1443 Scair, John ................ 19 Aug, „ jj 10 Marasmus ............. „ ... 23 JJ 4 818

844 Craig, Herbert.............. 11 May, „ Chf Med. Off.
yrs,
31 Recurrent sarcoma 26 107 819

1520 32 9. Remoi ed.
1534 Bros, Arthur................ 1 Sept., ,, JJ • ♦ • 37 Meningitis ............. Paralysis .. . . 2 1
1337 H. A. Depdt .. 49 2 30
1219 McKenna, Catherine . 15 July, „ 5 Tumour of brain 3 50
1399 Moore, Mary ............... 13 Aug, ,,

Chf. Med. Off.
35 Colitis ................ Exhaustion 9 28 820

1501 Essery, William . . 27 „ „ 56 Cerebral disease..'.. . Paralysis ... 15 19 Removed.
1575 Richards, Arthur..... 7 Sept., „ H. A. Depdt .. 22 Bright’s disease....... Convulsions 16 9 821

1378 Sullivan, James.......... 9 Aug, „ Chf. Med. Off 4 Enteritis .............. Asthenia......... 22 44 822

1114 Bryan, Aichie............... 28 June, „ H. A. Depot... "27 Phthisis .................. Exhaustion .. 22 86 823
1428 Wright, Jane ............... 17 Aug., „ 63 Erysipelas of face .. Cardiac failure 2 Oct. 40 Removed,
1628 33 3 17 R9A
1598 Robinson, Alexander ... 11 „

CM. Med. Off.
59 Phthisis ......... ... Cardiac failure 5 24 Removed.

1683 Upton, Henry ... 24 „ „ 28 Enteric feA er ........ 8 14 825
1763 Herbert, Richard... . 9 Oct, „ 30 Acute Blight’s Disease Convulsions ... 11 2 Removed.
1578 Davis, Richard.............. 8 Sept, „ 50 Bright’s disease ... 13 35 826
1789 Muratam ................. 14 Oct, „ JJ • ■ 39 Ben-ben ............ Cardiac failure. 15 J1 ' ' 1 Removed.
762 Preston, George.......... 28 April, „ H. A. Depot.. 54 Pyaemia .. Exhaustion .. 18 JJ • • 173 827

1591 Dickson, Charles .. 10 Sept., ,, 52 Abscess of lung ... 24 JJ • 41 828
1608 Greenwood, Charles ... 13 „ „ Chf. Med. Off 80 Senile decay ....... Cardiac failure 29 46 829
1879 Murrell, May ... ... 28 Oct, „ JJ ••• 33 Cardiac disease .. Exhaustion .. 1 Nov.. 4 830
1202 Taylor, Beatrice ........ 13 July, „ H. A. Depdt 19 Malignant endocar- „ 1 u ... 111 831

ditis
1795 Peterson, Victor ... 15 Oct., ,, Chf. Med. Off. 30 Ceiebial hamionhage Hyperpyrexia 1 J) •• 17 832
1852 Duffy, Matilda........... 23 jj jj Jj ••• 33 Septic endometritis. Sapraemia ... 3 JJ •• 9 834

1756 Samuels, Edith Mary .. 8 j y jj Med. Supt. 20 Enteritis.............. Asthenia .... 3 JJ •* 26 833

1743 Callaghan, George .... 7 „ „ H. A. Depot
yrs
28 Meningitis............ Cardiac failure 3 27 Removed.

1972 Rolf e, Annie .... 11 Nov, „ CM. Med Off 37 Syphilis ................. Hyperpyrexia 15 4 836
1614 Gillespie, Mary Ann 14 Sept, ,. H. A. Dep6t 62 Senile decay .... Cardiac failure 19 66 Removed.
2030 Carter, Emily............... 19 Hoi., „ Chf. Med. Off 21 Pericarditis ............ JJ 23 JJ • 4 837
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No. Name. Date of 
Admission. How admitted. Age. Disease.

mths.
1888 30 Oct., 1897 Chf. Med. Off. 19

Yrs.
1511 Cornford, Henry........... 56

1960 Hollis, Lilian ............... 10 Nov., „ Chf. Med. Off. 25 Malignant disease of
uteras.

1433 17 Aug., ,, 57
2072 Hannon, Ernest ........... 25 Nov., „ 24 Erysipelas of face ...
2038 20 „ „ CM. Med. Off. 78
2032 19 ” " as
2017 18 ”, ” 43
1147 Hill, James ................... 3 July, „ H.A. Depot ... 51 Chronic nephritis ...
1919 Ray, George.................. 3 Nov., ,, Chf. Med. Off. 38 Astheniaafter enteric

fever.
2041 Lapsthorne, Robert...... 21 „ „ 36 Phthisis ..................
2085 Wildman, Theresa ...... 26 „ „ 29
2120 Davis, Edith O’Linda... 1 Dec., ,, 26 Enteric fever..........
1861 Burnham, Alfred.......... 26 Oct., „ H.A. Depot ... 32

mths
2115 Earnshaw, Yiolet Mary 1 Dec., ,, 5> • • • 3 Enteritis..................

2149 Hatton, Jane ............... 6 „ „• Chf. Med. Off.
yrs.
18 Traumatic abscess of

kidney.
563 Smith, William ........ '.. 29 Mar., „ 47 Tubercular disease of

mths hip.
2226 Wood, Clarice.............. 5

2218 Edwards, Hilda .......... 17 „ „ CM. Med. Off.
yrs.

9
2207 16 „ ” 51
2229 Wilson, Eunice.............. 19 " CM. Med. Off. 55
2127 Cussen, William .......... 3 „ H.A. Depot 35

mths
2065 24 Nov., „ Med. Supt. ... 6

2209 CM. Med. Off.
yrs.
44

2279 Chambers, Elizabeth ... 28 „ ' ;; ,, .. . 36 Pneumonia..............

1739 Buckley, Thomas.......... 6 Oct., „ H.A. Depot ... 36 Malignant disease of
* pylorus.

Complications. Date of Death.
No. of 

days in Hospital.
Cemetery

No.

BroncMtis ............
1897.

26 Nov. 27 Removed.

Respiratory 29 91 838
failure.

Exhaustion ... 29 ... 19 839

Hyperpyrexia
30 105 ‘ 840
30 ... 5 Removed.

Asthenia................... 30 .. . . 10 841
Renal disease... 1 Dee.... 12 842
Hyperpyrexia 2 14 Removed.
Uraemia.......... 6 156
Diarrhoea ....... 8 ,, ... 35 3)

Exhaustion ... 10 19
Asthenia........... 10 14
Cardiac failure 11 10
Exhaustion ... 12 3 J * • • 47 33

Astliemia ............ 15 „ ... 14 843

Uraemia................... 15 55 ••• 9 Removed.

55 .................... 17 5, ... 263 »

Asthenia................... 19 ,, . . . 8 hours 844

Cardiac failure 25 6 Removed.
Exhaustion ... 24 8 845
Cardiac failure 25 6 Removed.
Convulsions ... 26 53 • • • 23 846

Asthenia.......... 27 33 * ' • 33 Removed.

Exhaustion ... 28 12
847Respiratory 29 1

failure.
Asthenia ...... 30 3, 85 848

Aboriginal, George Davis, buried in grave No. 803. 
F.R. (leper patient), buried in grave No. 807. 
M.E.K. (leper patient), buried in grave No. 812. 
J.T. (leper patient), buried in grave No. 835.

APPENDIX B. .

Summary Table showing the work of the Coast Hospital, and its cost in each year, from 1884 to 1897.

Total cases admitted. No. and kinds of communicable diseases included 
in foregoing columns. Total cases admitted.

Year. Average Diseases
No. of 

kinds of Average
daily

number.

Ambulance Wines, spirits,
No. of 

patients.
stay of each 

patient 
in days.

Mortality. Typhoid
fever.

Mortality 
per cent. Erysipelas. requiring

strict
isolation.

such
diseases

dealt
with.

Total cost 
per head.

service, 
cost per 

head.
head,less 

ambulance.
head (included 
in foregoing 

columns).

£ S. a. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
1884 1,132 29-33 4'04 235 10-63 12 2 104-33 58 1 li 6 0 31 52 0 91 2 3 2|-
1885 1,204 37-06 705 285 17'54 17 4 15005 51 16 8 3 18 10i 47 17 9f 1 11 2f
1886 1,278 41-03 9-38 392 13-52 48 4 146-33 52 0 8 6 12 10 45 7 10 1 10 Of
1887 1,726 42-05 9-21 286 11-08 63 3 198-56 42 14 li 5 4 3i 37 9 10 0 10 9i
1888 1,694 42-23 5'55 241 5-81 45 89 4 197-12 41 13 2 5 17 0 35 16 2 0 8 8
1889 1,813 3909 5*44 342 7-01 52 76 5 198-09 44 17 4f 7 2 37 15 3 0 6
1890 1,529 42-00 703 140 . 15-00 19 46 5 178-00 OD 7 5 7 4 5 48 3 0 0 5 11
1891 1,748 40-00 3-23 88 9-00 31 59 5 19300 50 2 6 6 0 6 44 2 0 0 5 2f
1892 1,644 44-06 4-04 61 16-39 24 92 5 200 03 44 17 Hi 5 13 7i 39 4 3f 0 7 6i
1893 2,274 32-08 4-05 83 12-00 36 499 5 193-05 47 8 0 6 15 10 40 12 2 0 10 1
1894 2,158 2706 4-03 143 8-03 36 188 5 176-04 55 7 4i 6 16 If 48 11 2i 1 3 6J
1895 2,451 24-06 3-07 96 6-02 51 141 5 176-03 59 1 11 5 11 0 53 10 11 1 1 6f
1896 2.213 31-03 5-04 236 8-05 63 78 5 204-06 51 6 If 5 15 9i 45 10 4i 1 4 4
1897 2,307 32-06 505 128 805 100 266 3 224-04 50 19 2i 6 3 1 44 16 li 1 9 10

[9d.]
Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1898.
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©ommtesfon.
VICTORIA, "by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Queen,

Defender of the Faith, and so forth,—

To Our Trusty and Well-beloved—
Joseph Barling, Esquire, Chairman of the Public Service Board, and one of Our Justices of the 

Peace of Our Colony of New South Wales, Associate of the Institution of Civil Engineers ;
George Alexander Wilson, Esquire, a Member of the Public Service Board, and one of Our 

Justices of the Peace of Our said Colony; and
James Powell, Esquire, Deputy Member of the Public Service Board, and one of Our Justices 

of the Peace of Our said Colony,—
Greeting:—

Know ye, That We, reposing great trust and confidence in your ability, zeal, industry, 
discretion, and integrity, do, by these presents, authorise and appoint you, or any two of you, as 
hereinafter mentioned, to make a diligent and full inquiry into the “Home-teaching Society for the 
Blind” and the “Industrial Home for Blind Women and Retreat for the Aged Female Blind,” 
Strathfield, and other matters connected therewith : And We do, by these presents, grant to you, or any 
two of you, at any meeting or meetings to which all of you shall have been duly summoned, full power 
and authority to call before you all such persons as you may judge necessary, by whom you may be 
better informed of the truth in the premises, and to require the production of all such books, papers, 
writings, and all other documents as you may deem expedient, and to visit and inspect the same at the 
offices or places where the same or any of them may be deposited, and to inquire of the premises by all 
lawful ways and means: And We do give you power, at your discretion, to procure such clerical and 
other assistance as you may deem necessary for enabling you duly to execute this Our Commission : 
And Our further will and pleasure is that you do, within three months after the date of this Our 
Commission, certify to'Us, in the office of Our Chief Secretary, under your or any two of your hands and 
seals, what you shall find touching the premises : And We hereby command all Government Officers and 
other persons whomsoever within Our said Colony, that they be assistant to you and each of you in the 
execution of these presents : And We appoint you, the said Joseph Barling, Esquire, to be President 
of this Our Commission, which said Commission We declare to be a Commission for all purposes of the 
Act 44 Victoria No. 1, intituled “ An Act to regulate the taking of Evidence hy Commissioners under the 
Great Seal.” ■

In testimony whereof, We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent, and the Great Seal 
of Our said Colony of New South Wales to be hereunto affixed.

Witness Our Trusty and Well-beloved the Honorable Sir Frederick Matthew Darlet, 
Knight Commander of Our most distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint 

- George, Our Lieutenant-Governor of Our Colony of New South Wales and 
its Dependencies, at Government House, Sydney, in New South Wales aforesaid, 
this twenty-second day of December, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-seven, and in the sixty-first year of Our Reign.

(l.s.) FREDK. M. DARLET, Lieutenant-Governor.
By His Excellency’s Command,

JAMES N. BRUNKER.

Entered on Record by me, in Register oe Patents No. 19, page 179, this twenty-fourth day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven. •

For the Colonial Secretary and Registrar of Records, *
CRITCHETT WALKER,

Principal Under Secretary.
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ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE INSTITUTION FOR THE
BLIND, STRATHFIELD.

REPORT.

To His Excellency The Eight Honorable Henry llobert, Yiscount Hampden, 
Governor and Commander-in-Ohief of the Colony of New South Wales 
and its Dependencies.

May it please Your, Excellency :—

We, your Commissioners, appointed on the 22nd December, hy letters 
patent, to make a “ diligent and full inquiry into the Home-teaching Society for the 
Blind,” and the “ Industrial Home for Blind Women and Retreat for the Aged 
Female Blind,” Strathfield, have now the honor to submit our Report.

Amongst the papers which were submitted to us by the Honorable the Chief 
Secretary was a report of the late Director of Government Asylums on the affairs 
of this Institution, together with minutes of evidence which that officer had taken 
and on which his report was based. The allegations contained in these minutes 
have formed the basis of our inquiry.

We were anxious to avoid printing the documents above referred to, because 
the statements therein have been to a great extent repeated before the Commission, 
but inasmuch as they formed the foundation of our investigation we felt compelled, 
though with some reluctance, to include them in the report of our proceedings, 
especially as they were often referred to in the course of our inquiry, and throw 
considerable light on the subject.

The Commission suggested to Mr. Branker that it would facilitate their work 
if Mr. Maxted were authorised to appear before them and conduct the case on behalf 
of the Government, and this the Minister was pleased to give his consent to.

In carrying out the inquiry we decided to allow the members of the two 
Committees of the Institution and also Mr. H. S. Prescott, one of their officers, who 
is blind, the privilege of calling witnesses and of cross-examining all witnesses 
brought before the Commission,.and this privilege, it will be seen from the evidence, 
was availed of to the fullest extent. •

We propose to deal with the subject under three distinct heads ;
1. The financial administration and general management of the Institution as

an organisation in receipt of subsidy from the Government;
2. The utility of its work in meeting a public requirement; and
3. The conduct of Mr. Prescott.

We will first, however, give a brief account of the Institution and the 
circumstances which led to its formation.

It has two distinct branches—one known as the “ Industrial Home for Blind 
Women and the Retreat for the Aged Female Blind ” and the other as “The Home
teaching Society for the Blind.” '

Until recently there have been two committees of management; a committee 
of ladies had charge of the conduct and internal economy of the Home, and a 
committee of gentlemen controlled the work of the Home-teaching Department 
and the finances of both branches. At a recent date, and at a late stage in our 
inquiry, it was decided by the committees to have one general committee, from 
which sub-committees responsible to it should be appointed to control the two 
branches of the Institution.

In
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In the year 1877, through the instrumentality-of Mr. H. S. Prescott, who had 
come from Melbourne to Sydney, the work of the home-teaching department was 
initiated under a committee of management, with Mr. Prescott in the position of 
“Teacher and Missionary.”

In March, 1884, steps were taken by Mrs. Prescott, with the assistance of her 
husband, towards the formation of a home for indigent blind women, where industries 
of a nature suitable to blind persons might be conducted. No such institution for 
the accommodation and employment of women was at that time in existence in the 
Colony, and Mrs. Prescott having been successful in equipping a home at Alexandria 
(in which at the end of that year there were seven inmates), a committee of ladies 
interested in the work was formed for its control, Mrs. Prescott occupying the 
position of Hon. Corresponding Secretary and Honorary Collector.

At the end of 1884, the finances of the two branches, of what was then termed 
the New South Wales Mission to the Blind, were amalgamated, all receipts being 
placed to the credit of one general fund, and no complete separation of the expendi
ture under each head was made. This system has continued to the present time.

In 1886, the Home was removed to Petersham, and the need having been 
felt for more suitable premises, a “ building fund ” was established in the following 
year.

In 1887, a change was made in the name of the institution, which was hence- 
forwai’d known as “ The New South Wales Home Teaching Society for the Blind 
and the Industrial Home for Blind Women,” with the addition to the title, in 1891, 
of the words “ and Betreat for the Aged Pemale Blind. Prom the latter year it has 
been styled for general purposes as the “ Institution for the Blind.” In 1891 
premises were erected at Strathfield and occupied at the close of that year.

(I) The Pinancial Administbation and Genekal Management oe the

Institution.
Government Assistance. .

The assistance Avhich this Institution has received from the State has been of 
a most liberal character. Early in its career Government aid was sought and 
obtained, and for several years past its funds have been supplemented by subsidies 
at the rate of £2 per pound on a portion of the subscriptions collected from private 
sources, and £1 per pound on another portion, with a limit of subsidy of £500 per 
annum in each case.

The former subsidy has been obtained from the Public Instruction Depart
ment under a Parliamentary vote taken for “ Instruction to the Blind,” and the 
latter has been paid by the Chief Secretary from a vote taken in aid of the “ Home 
for Indigent Blind Women.”

Prom the year 1884 to 1897 the amounts of Government subsidies so received 
have been as under :—

Por the Home-teaching Department ... ... ... £6,356
Por the Industrial Home ... ... ... ... 4,845

Total ..........................................£11,201
and there has been in addition a Government grant of £1,650 made to enable the 
iustitution to purchase the site on which the present Home was erected in 1891. 
Besides the assistance rendered in this direction, the Government have, since 1894, 
paid at the rate of £10 per head per annum' for the maintenance of inmates 
transferred to the Home from Newington Asylum, and the officers of the Home
teaching branch have been granted free railway passes for themselves and guides, 
the cost of which, amounting in 1897 to £177. (before which it was considerably 
higher), has been borne by the Chief Secretary’s Department.

Finances.
As before stated, the finances of the Institution have been under the control 

of the Committee of gentlemen which also administered the Home-teaching Depart
ment. The expenses of the Home were defrayed by that Committee placing to the 
credit of the Home Committee, in a local bank, amounts periodically certified to by 
the latter as being required. It
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It. has been already mentioned that a building fund was started in 1887, to 
the credit of which were placed at the end of every subsequent year unexpended 
portions of revenue, supplemented by collections raised specially for that fund. The 
following table, taken from the “ Abstracts of Receipts and Expenditure ” in the 
Annual Reports, shows to what extent the Institution was able to utilise its funds 
for building purposes.

Year. Government
Subsidies.

All other receipts, 
excluding sub

scriptions received 
for special objects.

Total. Expenditure.
Balance transferred 

to
Building Fund.

£ £ £ £ £
1887 ................. 389 ' 830 1,219 927 250
1888 ................. 650 861 1,511 1,111 350
1889 .................. 1,144 988 2,132 1,146 900
1890 .................. 1,000 1,150 2,150 1,192 900
1891 .................. 1,150 1,620 2,770 . 1,603 1,100
1892 ................. 1,000 1,800 ' 2,800 1,547 1,200
1893 ................. 1,500 1,467 2,967 1,397 1,500
1894 .................. 1,000 1,229 2,229 1,381 800
1895 ................. 500 1,279 1,779 1,597 150
1896 .................. 1,000 1,254 2,254 1,589 650
1897 .................. 1,000 1,037 2,037 1,702 - 400

10,333 13,515 23,848 15,192 8,200

These abstracts do not give the entire financial operations of the Institution ; 
hut, after reference to other portions of the reports, the following statement has been 
prepared, covering the period mentioned in the foregoing table.

Revenue and Expenditure of period 1887 to 1897.
" (Since inception of Building Fund.)

Revenue.
£

Balance from 1886 ... ... ... ...
Government subsidies ... ... 10,333

,, grant for land... ... 1,650

General subscriptions ... ... ...
Subscriptions for Building Fund ... ...

,, ,, Endowment Fund.. 1,001
,, „ perpetual subscri-

' bers ... ... 471

Government allowance for' support
of inmates ... ... ... 206

Other receipts ... ... ... 3,537

£
376

11,983
9,492

574

1,472:

3,743

Expenditure.

Cost of building, fencing, &c.
,, land ... ...

Other expenses

27,640
Dr. balance at end of 1897 ... 472

£28,112 
£-------------

Outstanding accounts ... ... 45
Stock and material in hand ... 326f

----------  £371
Chief Secretary’s subsidy for

year 1897, paid in 1898 ... £450
Government allowance for sup

port of inmates in 1897, paid 
in 1898 ... ... ... £60

■-------- - £510

£ £ 
9,588 
2,150
--------  11,738

16,374

£28,112

I certify that I have compared this Statement with an Abstract of Beceipts and Expenditure 
compiled from the Accounts in the Annual Beports of the Institution for the Blind, Strathfield, from 
1887 to 1897 inclusive, and found the same to be correct.
Department of Audit, G. E. BB.ODIE,

21st March, 1898. Chief Inspector of Public Accounts. *

* These funds having been expended interest must be allowed on them out of revenue until they are restored, 
f. The stock and material were valued by a Grovernment official on the 19th March, 1898, at about £215.
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It will be seen from this that tlie moneys received from the Government more 
than equal the total cost of the building and the land. _ _

The propriety of expending Government subsidies in the erection of buildings 
has been questioned, but as we find the subsidies are granted free of conditions as 
regards expenditure, we cannot attach any blame to the Committee of the Institution 
for appropriating them in that way. ‘ _

It may be doubted, however, whether it was clearly before the minds of the 
Government and Parliament that so large a portion of the annual income was used 
for such a purpose. _ _

No Government control is exercised in the expenditure of these subsidies 
after they have left the hands of the Colonial Treasurer, and that such is the case 
your Commission think indicates a grave defect in the administration of the large 
amounts granted by the bounty of Parliament for charitable objects.

viii

Industrial Home for Blind Women and Retreat for the Aged Pemale

Blind.

The Commission visited ibe Home at the outset of tlic-ir inquiry.
It is a plain brick structure of two storeys, with a frontage to the Albert-road, 

Strathfield, of about 120 feet, and provides accommodation for about 50 inmates. A 
wing of the building is occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Prescott, who pay an annual rental 
of £55. The land upon which the building is situated is about 4f acres in extent, 
including an allotment recently purchased.

In 1894 a wing was erected at the rear' of the building at a cost of about 
£300, for the separate treatment of infirm inmates. It contains twelve beds, but 
nine only were in occupation when your Commissioners visited the Home.

When proposing the erection of the present building the Committee had 
naturally in view a probable expansion of their operations and provision was made 
accordingly; how far this anticipation has been borne out will be seen from the 
following table of the number of inmates in the Home at tbe end of each of the 
years named:—

1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897

15 '
13 The new7 building was occupied at the end of this year. 
23
27
27
31

Includes 6 transferred from Newington Asylum.

3 )

7
8

33

33

33

S3

29 „ 6 
31 . „ G

In arriving at the average annual cost per head of the inmates during the 
period 1892 to 1897, we are met with the difficulty of not being in possession of 
figures showing the separate expenditure on account of the Home, owing to the 
amalgamation of the accounts, but it is estimated at about £23 14s., made up as 
follows:—•

Provisions, clothing, medicine, &c., fuel and gas 
Salaries and wages ... ... ... ...
Travelling ... ... ... ... ...
Purniture, repairs, and general expenses ...

... £10 2 0

... 8 6 0

... 1 16 0

... 3 10 0

■ £23 14 0
This is exclusive of any charge for rent. -

As the name of the Institution implies, it is one in which industries are carried 
on. These consist in the main of brush and broom making, chair-caning, halter
making, netting, and the manufacture of clothes-lines. The inmates also make and 
repair their own clothing, and do a large portion of the housework under the 
guidance of sighted officials.

The
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The Annual Report for 1897 contains the following information as to the 
articles made during the year :—

4,268 brushes of different descriptions.
1,691 halters.

132 chairs re-caned.
4 netted articles.
7 pairs of. stockings knitted.

391 undergarments.
20 yards tatted lace.
16 horse nets. . ■

It will he seen - that the first item is of by far the most importance. A 
portion only of the brush-work, however, is performed by the inmates. The pre
paration of the wood-work for the reception of the hair, fibre, &c., and the final 
finishing off of the rough articles for the market are done by a salaried instructor. 
Through the recent resignation of this latter official the industry has for the present 
ceased. .

The following table shows the ages of the inmates and the work in which they 
are now mainly engaged during the hours of employment, which are from 9 o’clock 
a.m. to 6 o’clock p.m., with an interval of one and a half hours in the middle of 
the day:—

No. Age. Occupation. No. Age. Occupation.

16 Learning to imit. 16 61 Needle-work and chair-caning.2# 21 Chair-caning and knitting. 17 62 Needle-work.
3* 22 Knitting. 18 63 Needle-work and learning to knit.
4* 29 Knitting. 19 66 Needle-work.
5* 29 Knitting. 20 50 1
G# 30 Chair-caning and knitting. 21 57
7 33 Housework. 22 60
8 35 Previously in the Home, recently rc- 23 69

turned. 24 71
9 39 Housework. 25 72

10 48 Mending. 26 74 Do not work.
11 48 Chair-caning and netting. 27 77
12* 52 Chair-caning and learning to knit. 28 78
13* 53 Brush-work only. 29 81
14 54 Housework. 30 82
15 55 Halter-making. 31 88 1

J ■

Engaged in brush-making before the resignation of the instructor.

Two of the inmates now in the Home were for some years maintained at the 
cost of the Colony of Tasmania from whence they came. The payments on their ' 
behalf have been withdrawn since the beginning of the year 1897, and your 
Commission suggests that these persons should not be allowed to become a 
permanent charge upon the charities of New South Wales, but that the Govern
ment of Tasmania should be asked to continue the support before given, or provide 
for their return and maintenance in that Colony. '

During the period 1884-91, the profit to the credit of the manufacturing 
account was £441, since then (i.e., since the erection of the present building) to the 
end of 1897, the net earnings have been £174, excluding from the expenditure a 
portion of the salaries of the officials for time occupied in the supervision of the 
work, other than brushmaking, and the disposal of the goods, and assuming that the 
value of the stock and material on hand at the 31st December last was as stated in 
the Annual Report of the Institution.

* 10—B
The
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The following statement shows how this latter profit has been arrived at:—

Manufacturing Account—1892-1897.

Sale of work ... ... ... £1,339 Outstanding Accounts at end
Outstanding Accounts at end of 1891 ............................. £114

of 1897 ............................. 45 Stock and material at end of
Stock and material at end of 1891 ............................. 76

1897 ............................. *326 Wages of officials ... ... 389
Material and tools ... ... 890
Cartages ... ... ' ... 41

• Premiums ... ... ... 26
Profit on work ... ... 174

£1,710 £1,710

1 certify that I have compared this statement with an Abstract of Receipts and Expenditure 
compiled from the accounts in the Annual Reports of the Institution for the Blind, Strathfield, and 
found the same to be correct.
Department of Audit, Gr- E- BRODIE,

21st March, 1898. 'Chief Inspector of Public Accounts.

It will he seen that were this manufacturing account dealt with as a business 
concern, it would have to he debited with the cost of maintenance of the workers and 
a charge for rent.

The amount £26, for premiums paid during the last six years, is the sum 
which has been given to the working inmates in consideration of the goods which 
have been made by them; and is so small, being under 2 per cent, of the total sales, 
divided amongst several persons, that it can not be regarded as remuneration for 
labour. It need hardly he said that the small amount of premiums is a cause of 
dissatisfaction to the workers, hut we propose to deal with this subject more at 
length when we come to report on the question of charities generally.

The Home since its inception has been under the active guidance of Mrs. 
Prescott, who has given her services gratuitously, aided by a small staff of servants.

Of the interest which Mrs. Prescott has exhibited in the work evidence 
is not lacking, hut it has been stated hy some of the inmates and ex-inmates that 
her general treatment of them has been of a somewhat harsh character. The 
Commission does not express any opinion on this matter, but if such has been the 
case, it has in all probability been confined to recent years, as the life of the inmates 
of the Home since its removal to Strathfield has been unfavourably contrasted with 
their condition, Avhich has been described as happy, before that time. Evidence has 
been given which shows that in some respects Mrs. Prescott has been a severe 
sufferer in health, and this may have given rise to general irritability.

Mrs. Prescott is at present away from the Colony, and for many reasons it is 
unfortunate that we have not had an opportunity to obtain her sworn evidence.

During Mrs. Prescott’s absence her place has been filled hy a paid matron— 
Mrs. Gordon—who appears to he much appreciated by the inmates. Mrs. Gordon’s 
authority, however, over the other servants of the Home seems for some time to 
have been greatly restricted, in consequence of instructions left hy Mrs. Prescott 
before her departure, and misunderstandings have arisen which have been 
prejudicial to good management and discipline. This, however, has now been set 
right hy the action of the ladies’ committee.

A rigid economy has evidently been exercised at the Home, as a reference to 
the items of expenditure for provisions and clothing (Appendix No. 6) will show. 
Though no serious complaint in regard to the food is made, the clothing of the 
inmates has not been of so good a character as it should have been, old garments 
having been made to do service beyond the period of neatness. The evidence points, 
however, to a great improvement in the diet and general treatment having taken 
place since the inquiry instituted hy Mr. Drunker. *

* The stock and material were valued hy a GtoverDxnent official on the 19tli March, 1898, at about £215.
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The wing before referred to at the rear of the premises, designated “ The 
Retreat,” is in reality a dormitory only, and contained at the time of the visit of the 
Commission, as before stated, twelve beds, nine of which were occupied.

It was clearly apparent that this room provides inadequate accommodation, 
even for the latter number. Two of the occupants of this portion of the premises 
were found to he suffering from physical infirmities which rendered an immediate 
change imperatively necessary.

Strong reasons have for some time past existed for providing a night attendant 
for the proper care of these unfortunate persons and it is to be much regretted that 
steps in this direction have not been taken. One, and the most afflicted of these 
inmates has, since our visit, we are glad to learn, been removed to Newington Asylum, 
where she had been prior to entering the Home. The inmates of this division are 
all too infirm for work of any kind, and it appears to us that their lives would he 
more endurable if they were associated with elderly women, who, enjoying sight, 
would be eyes to the blind and convey to the sightless, impressions and ideas to which 
unassisted they must be strangers. At present they seem to have little enjoyment 
beyond tobacco smoking, and have not the pleasurable excitement of a larger range 
of acquaintanceship which might be opened up to them in other Asylums. The 
impression made on the minds of your Commissioners on their visit to this portion 
of the Institution was a painful one.

With a view to gaining a closer knowledge of the internal management of the 
Home, the services of Miss Me Master, the Matron of the Coast Hospital, were 
availed of, and her report, which forms part of her evidence, is of an interesting 
nature. Prom this it will be seen that, as one of the consequences of the conflict 
in the management just referred to, strict cleanliness in regard to the inmates of 
“The Retreat” was not secured. The many defects pointed out by Miss McMaster 
are, in her opinion, such as may be easily remedied. They exist, Miss McMaster 
says, “ because they have existed,” and are due to a conservative disposition to 
continue a mere routine irrespective of daily wants and changing conditions. The 
inmates are reported as patient and reasonable under their infirmities. Miss 
McMaster’s report is, however, a serious indictment against the management of the 
Strathfield Home. The old women have been neglected, there has been neglect of 
the sick, disloyalty of servants, and troubles which a competent, resolute, firm but 
withal kind supervision, would soon surmount.

Home-teaching Department.

. As we have before pointed out, the formation of this branch of the Institution 
was the work of Mr. Prescott, who has since been its chief salaried officer, and who 
is also an ex-officio member of the Committee. '

The objects of this department are stated in the annual reports of the Insti
tution, as follows :—

1. To employ teachers to visit the blind at their homes throughout the province;
teach them embossed reading, writing, music, type-writing, mat-making, 
halter-making, chair-caning, netting, knitting, and such other handicraft 
as shall appear practicable; lend embossed books, visit those unable to read 
for themselves, and by reading, music, or other means, do all in their power 
to relieve the tedium of their lives.

2. To administer pecuniary aid from a benevolent fund in times of sickness and
in other cases of special need; the income of this fund to be derived from 
an annual grant from the maintenance fund.

3. With the interest from an endowment fund to purchase materials or goods,
which shall be given to the blind, to be used by them at their homes, with 
a view of supporting themselves by their own industry; the income of this 

• fund to be derived from an annual grant from the maintenance fund, the
principal to be invested, the interest only to be expended.

In the carrying out of these objects two officers have since 1888 been 
employed, prior to which time Mr. Prescott was alone engaged in the work. Both 
of these officials are blind. Mr. Prescott’s duties are now confined to the metro
politan district, and those of his assistant mainly to the country.

With
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With a view to ascertaining what benefit resulted to the blind from the 
operations of this branch, the subject has received close attention on the part of 
the Commissioners, one of whose number has visited several of the blind persons 
mentioned as receiving the ministrations of the Society, and whose report appears 
as Appendix No. 25 hereto. .

Detailed reports of the work of each of the teachers were sought to be obtained, 
but it was ascertained that no complete diary had been bept by Mr. Prescott, 
and in the case of his assistant, such a record had only been kept since July, 1897,
i.e., since Mr. Maxted’s inquiry. {See Appendices 28 and 29.)

An analysis of the latter’s diary reveals the fact that during the greater por
tion of his time he has been engaged in collecting subscriptions for the Institution 
as a whole; and he has admitted in his evidence that, of his year’s work, about 
seven or eight months is devoted to collecting (Questions 1572-3.) Until the last 
few years visits to the country were also made by Mr. Prescott, and collecting 
undertaken by him. _

Appendix No. 30 affords particulars regarding the work of the Home
teaching Department for the years 1892 to 1897. Of the 259 persons (180 males 
and 79 females) at the end of last year who were visited by the teachers, 81 resided 
in the country and 178 in Sydney, 63 of the latter being in Government and other 
institutions.

During that year 44 persons only received instructions as under:—

xii

Taught to read ... .., ... ... ... 17
„ write Braille type ... ... ... 6
„ read and write embossed music ... ... 1
„ use typewriter ... ... ... ... 10
„ write with pencil and card ... ... 2

Taught chair-caning... ... ... ... ... 3
„ halter-making ... ... ... ... 3
„ netting ... ... ... ... ... 2

44

This number is much above the average for the past six years. The benefit 
which the remaining 215 individuals received from the Institution is of a very 
doubtful character, especially when it is considered that those in the country were 
visited not more than two or three times in the year. Those in the metropolitan 
district have been visited by Mr. Prescott about once a month. _

Appendix No. 26 contains a report by one of your Commissioners in reference 
to the library of the Institution, from which books in embossed type are distributed 
on loan to blind persons free of charge. _ _ _

The second object of the Society is, as stated, to administer pecuniary aid in 
times of sickness and in other cases of special need, and for five years of the past 
six the sum of £50 has been expended in each year for this purpose. The 
amount spent in the other year was £27. It has been admitted in evidence that, 
apart from interrogating the recipients of this relief, no steps were taken to ascertain 
whether they were helped by other charitable organisations.

The third object is to enable indigent blind persons to support themselves by 
their own labour, upon material supplied gratuitously to them by the Institution.

The interest on the endowment fund is utilised for the purchase of such 
material; but, as all available credit balances upon the operations of the Institution 
have gone to reduce the debt on the property, this object of the Home-teaching 
Department has been much restricted. Dor the past six years an average of only 
£51 per annum has been so spent, which clearly could only have been of limited 
assistance to very few persons. #

Mr. Powell has dealt more particularly with this branch of our subject, and 
his conclusions are that the work done appears to be very small for the amount 
shown in the general account of expenditure. No person cares to learn the arithmetic 
board; mat-making is entirely neglected, also knitting; and in twenty years only 
one skewer-maker has been instructed.

(2.)
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(2.) The Utility oe the "Work oe the Institution.

The Indzistrial Some and Retreat.
Irrespective of the personal and serious charges made against Mr. Prescott, 

we are, after very careful consideration, forced to the conclusion that the Strathfield 
Institution "for the Blind has not realised the expectations of its promoters and 
supporters.

The inmates of the Home may he divided into two classes—those capable of 
earning or partially-earning a livelihood from their labour, and those who from old 
age and infirmity are incapable of so doing.

There are at present thirty-one inmates, about fifteen of whom may be classed 
under the latter head. Towards the maintenance of five of these the Government is 
at the present time contributing £10 per head per annum. .

As a retreat or refuge for the old women we believe that the Newington 
Asylum, as now managed and conducted, is likely to prove a far better and more 
comfortable home for them than the Strathfield Institution, where, evidence is not 
wanting to show, they have been neglected. They will be better taken care of at 
Newington at a less cost, and they will enjoy greater comforts in addition to a wider 
range of companionship.

The two inmates from Tasmania, before referred to, should be immediately 
returned, or their cost of maintenance here be borne by the Government of that 
Colony. The remaining fourteen are, it is believed, capable of working sufficiently to 
earn a means of livelihood with, perhaps in a few cases, some slight assistance from 
the State.

The industrial work of the Home has not been a success. The profits are 
exceedingly doubtful and the premiums to workers so insignificant as to be unworthy 
of notice. It may of course be urged that the work has furnished employment for 
the inmates; but even in this respect, as regards the brush-making, the facts dispel 
the illusion, because the work upon which the blind have been engaged has been 
small compared with that done by the instructor to turn out the goods in a manner 
suitable for the market.

^ Some-teaching Department.
- The Home-teaching Department has fallen far short of the objects set forth 

in the Annual Beports of the Institution. The visits to the blind at their homes 
have been few in numbers and the meagre records furnished indicate that very few 
blind persons have received the educational and industrial training referred to in the 
Annual Beports. A reference to Appendix 30 will show tbat the teaching of 
embossed reading, writing, music, typewriting, mat-making, &c., &c., bas been sub
ordinated to the business of collecting money.

With a comparatively limited field for its operations, we fail to see the 
necessity of the continuance of this branch in its present form, the benefits it affords 
being entirely incommensurate with the large expenditure of money involved.

We are of opinion that assistance required by the blind in the country would 
be more economically afforded by local charitable bodies. Where instruction in any 
particular industry is desired, the aid of the Industrial Blind Institution might be 
sought; and the assistance of the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and Blind 
might be obtained for purposes of education. The blind might be either visited as 
occasion required by an officer of either of those institutions, or be brought to Sydney 
temporarily to receive instruction. •

As a result of our inquiries as to the utility of this institution we have 
reluctantly come to the conclusion that under the present conditions no further aid 
should be extended to it by the Government. We, as the Boyal Commission on 
Public Charities, propose, when dealing generally witb the institutions for the blind, 
to make definite recommendations in regard to the future of the inmates employed 
in industrial occupations.

(3.) The Conduct oe Mr. Prescott.

At the inquiry held by the late Director of Government Asylums in 1897, 
charges of a serious nature were preferred against Mr. Prescott, teacher and librarian 
of the Strathfield Institution, in regard to bis conduct towards certain of the inmates 
of the Home. These charges have been substantially re-stated on oath before this 
Commission. Mr
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Mr. Prescott, wlio, as before stated, is blind, has, ostensibly, no voice in tbe 
management of the Home; but it is evident that he bas exercised a great deal of 
influence in its conduct, and as be has resided, with bis wife, on tbe premises, and has 
his office in the building, be has been brought into daily contact with tbe inmates. 
This control has now ceased, the Ladies’ Committee having found it necessary to 
inform him that the responsibility of management rested with Mrs. Gordon, the 
matron.

The accusations preferred against Mr. Prescott may be summarised as 
follows:—

1. Illicit intercourse with two of the inmates ;
2. Indecent assault upon the same two inmates;
3. Immoral conduct with a third;
4. Indecent conversation with several of the inmates and other conduct of a

compromising character.

With regard to the charges which may involve indictable offences, the 
Commission refrain from expressing any opinion which might prejudice the case in 
the event of it being found necessary to submit it to the decision of a jury. Your 
Commissioners, therefore, recommend that the evidence be referred to the Crown 
Law Officers with a view to a determination being arrived at as to what further 
action, if any, shall be taken. It should be stated that Mr. Prescott emphatically 
denies the truth of these charges.

Some of the less serious allegations have, to a certain extent, been admitted, 
either directly or inferentially, by Mr. Prescott, and the evidence in connection 
therewith your Commissioners think is sufficient to justify their coming to the 
conclusion that be is not fit to be longer continued in the position he occupies. 
Of the many instances which might be quoted, tbe following, your Commissioners 
think, fully establish tbe justice of this conclusion. ’

An inmate, a little over 16 years of age, was alone on one occasion with 
Mr. Prescott in his office. He asked her to place her feet up on the couch. at the 
head of which she was sitting. She refused to do so and when he said he would 
make her, she ran away. He followed, took her up in his arms and laid her upon 
the couch. She struggled, and freeing herself, left the room. She was so much 
alarmed at his conduct that she avoided his company for some weeks after. She 
thought at the time he meant to do her a wrong; and though, when before the 
Commission, she said that, as a woman, looking back on the occurrence, she 
considered his intentions to have been playful, the circumstances of the case, 
particularly in the light of other evidence, lead us to the conclusion that the 
promptings of her instincts at the time led her to a correct course of action. It is 
significant that this occurrence followed on a conversation which Mr. Prescott had 
with her in regard to an act of immorality that took place between another inmate 
and a man employed about the grounds, who has since been discharged. The following 
are a few extracts from the evidence bearing on this subject:—

5118. Mr. Prescott to loitness Miss ------ Have I a tendency or a weakness if I hear a person
say they won’t do a thing, to make them do it in a playful manner ? Tes, you have.
5119. So, if I said to you, “ Put your feet on the couch,” and if you said you would not, and ran 
away from the couch, and I put you on the couch, would that be my usual method of making a person 
do a thing in play ? Tes.
5123. YvThile you know that you absented yourself from mo, you don’t know that I did inform other 
persons, Mrs. Prescott among them, that you having so misunderstood mo and become so frightened, 
T, for your own sake and for my own, would not allow you to be with me alone again? I never 
heard of such a thing. *
5131. Did Mrs. Prescott ever speak to you about it? Never. ■
7451. Mr. Maxted to Mr. Prescott.'] I will ask you whether ----- in her evidence before the Com
mission, has given a strictly correct account of what took place on the occasion to which you refer ? 
As far as my knowledge goes ; but it was years ago, and I had not thought of it untill returned 
from England. As far as my memory serves me, she did. .
7455. Give a strictly accurate account of what took place ? I do not know about strictly—I will 
say accurate.
7458. Mr. Maxted to Mr. Prescott.] Did you hear ------ say here that when she met you some weeks
after what she says happened, you said to her, “ Ton little fool, you are bad-minded ”? I think she 
said something like that, but I should not use the word fool.
7459. Do you remember making use of such an expression, and telling her that she was bad-minded ? 
No, I do not remember it. If I had noticed a statement of that kind I should have cross-examined 
her. It is quite likely that I should say to her, “ You are a little silly for having such bad thoughts.” 
I would not, in speaking to a person of M.’s years, call her a fool.

7465.
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case 
and gave me to

7465. I ask you whether you do not think that the first act of a father who had caused to his favourite
child, as you have described her to be, who was approaching womanhood, so serious a misunder
standing, snouid not have been to send for her and to remove from her mind the belief that you 
admit that she entertained about this matter ? I asked Mrs. Prescott. I expiained to her what had 
occurred, and asked her to explain it to----- , which she did.
7466. AVhy did you not go to her yourself? I have nothing to do with the inside of the building. 
I was not supposed to go into the institution and converse with the inmates. I told Mrs. Prescott,
and she spoke to . When I saw-----I probably spoke to her. 1 do not remember having done
so ; it is most natural that I should do so. ■
7467. Have you not stated that you really declined to see her unless it was in the presence of some
other person ? No ; I did not say “ declined.” I said I told the other girls that it would be best in 
future that as ■ ■ acted in. such a way that I should only see.her in their company.
7468. Is your explanation that your reason for not going with these girls before Mrs. Prescott was
because you had nothing to do with the inside of the building ? No ; that is not my answer. That 
is the reason why I did not go into the institution amongst the inmates. I did the same in the 
of Mrs. N., and I reported the matter to Mrs. Prescott. Mrs. Prescott saw 
understand that she and-----were perfectly satisfied in regard to the matter.
7469. That is why you kept away from her for so long a time ? I never kept away from her : she 
kept away from me.
7470. Have you not said that you declined to see her unless in the presence of another inmate ? 
No ; I repudiated the word “ declined” two minutes ago.
^4*71- -D'i you not use a word of exactly the same meaning? I told the other girls of the occurrence,
and I said that in future I should be careful that ----- was not in the room with me alone. I did
not avoid ; would not be where I should avoid her. I could go from the house to the 
othce, and from the office to the house, and I should not see her.
7485. You heard describe the details and say that you asked her on the couch to put her feet
up is that true? I am not prepared to deny it. When I was in the office having writing to do 
any girl coming in would probably go to the couch, and if the day was cold I would take down a 
macintosh or overcoat and wrap them in it, and if the girl was not reclining properly I would say 
“ Put your feet up, and I will tuck you in nicely.” ‘ ’
7486. Do you recollect whether it happened on the day when---- - says you asked her to put her
feet up ? It may have been between the seasons before we had started with fires ; when the weather 
happens to be cold, and girls have come in, I have covered them up to keep them warm.

^learc^ ^ sa^ ^ie Commission that when she refused to put her feet up you chased her 
and she got away from you, after a struggle, in great fear ? Xes ; she did say that.

Mr. Prescott,p. 201.] —— was practically the baby of the institution; so much so that I
have of course, it was not an important matter to bring out in a cross-examination—had------ in
my arms, carrying her up and down the verandah and pretending that she was a baby. We all liked 
her very much. She came there with the name of “ M.,” and she was such a nice girl that we thought 
the name not poetic enough, and so we christened her “ M.” We were all very happy together. I 
remember the incident of . I didn’t remember it at first. When I returned from England and 
was given a list of names of persons who had made certain statements to Mr. Maxted, and I 
heardj TT Uame WaS amongst the]u- 1 c°uld have been knocked down with a feather, because I 
regarded her as such a pure little innocent thing, and she being from 15 to 16 years of age and I a
man of over 40, the thing was most appalling to me. And I apply the same remark to -----as I do
to B.H. m regard to my conduct to her, also adding that after I saw she had so misunderstood me 
and was so frightened, I decided that for her sake and my own she should not remain iu any room
with me unless another person was with her. I may say that it goes without saving that if -----
and I were speaking of the unfortunate occurrence between the gardener and E.J.----- said that
I said she was more to be pitied than blamed—regarding----- as an innocent child, I would not in any
way make any allusion to the occurrence that was suggestive to her because she was too much of a 
baby.
5071. Mr. Maxted to witness “ -----”] Tell what you do know? All I know is that N. was
behaving improperly with E.B., the gardener, while Mr. and Mrs. Prescott were away. S. was left as 
caretaker of Mrs. Prescott’s house, while she was away up country. I heard she was behaving 
improperly. N. used to go in and keep 8. company, and from what I heard E. used to go also, and from 
what I afterwards heard N. had been behaving improperly with !F.B. The only •conversation I had 
with Mr. Prescott on this subject was the afternoon of the day on which Mr. Prescott did not behave 
as I thought he should. We were talking about her, and [ said how sorry I was for her, and we 
both said we thought she was more to be pitied than blamed.
5142. Mr. Prescott to witness “----- ”] Can you remember if wdlen I said that I was sorry that
N. had misconducted herself or that I used coarse words descriptive of an immoral action ; what was 
my general demeanour, was it that of a man who would select words to express a low meaning, or of 
a man who would select nice words to express his meaning ? You expressed it, as far as^ I can 
remember, as delicately as you possibly could.

. . 91! an°ther occasion, Mr. Prescott sang before the inmates a song, which
in its original form contains something like the following words :—“They must wear 
their waistcoats loose who dine with Gipsy John.” This song of itself is not of a 
character that one would 'wish sung before a number of young women, and the . 
impropriety of doing so was accentuated when he substituted the word “ corsets ”
for “waistcoats,” 1 • ^ • • ’ ■ .................
denial:—

as stated in the following evidence, to Avhich he has given no

3495. Mr. Prescott to witness Miss L---- . IZV-
about stays ? One time you sang “ Gipsy John,” and instead of saying.

] Please inform the Commission how I came to talk 
He must wear his waistcoat

loose who dines with Gipsy John,” you put in the words, “ She must wear her corsets loose who dines 
with Gipsy John.” '
3496. Were you at the time shocked that I used that word in that connection ? No ; not about stays.
3497. What did you suppose to be my object in substituting the word corset for waistcoat in the line
of a well-known song ? I don’t know. 3498.
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3498. Was it to excite merriment or was it from some low feeling that I had at the time ? I don’t
know what it was. . . . t j i.4867. Mr. Prescott to witness Mrs. W.] You referred to a song m which I substituted the word corset 
for the word waistcoat, and said that it shocked you F It didn’t shock me, but I didn t think it very
gentlemanly of you. . .
4868. Are you aware that in the daily newspapers corsets are advertised for sale r i am quite aware

4869. Are you aware that pictures of corsets appear in English magazines in the advertisements ? 
You know as well as I do, Mr. Prescott, that you‘really like these comic songs, and not only that, 
but that you like, shall I say, low songs. It is hardly, perhaps, right of me, but the chief reason 
why I make this statement is, because you probably remember the time you got Mr. H. to smg to us, 
“We don’t speak to one another now.” Anyone is privileged to find out for himself about that song. 
And there were only women in the room then.
4870. Do you know" Mr. H. ? I have just met him. .
4871. Is he a respectable man, do you know ? I should suppose him to be ; although that evening
he sang several comic songs that I would not care for. _ _ p , j • ^ v j.i
4872. Do you know that he has had for many years the special permission of the directors of the
North Shore Ferry Company to sing on their wharf ? I do not doubt that for a moment.
4873. Do you know that the songs he sung at Strathfield were the songs he is constantly in the habit 
of singing on the Milson’s Point wharf? I do not doubt that; but that does not say that they are
fit to be sung. . . , . ,, ,
4874. Do you suppose that any song the directors would allow him to sing on the wharf would he
improper for the women at Strathfield to hear? The directors are not always standing listening to
these songs, and no one cares to report them. , r .u a
4875. What was the nature of that song? I do not know, because I only know part of the words. 
It is something about a fellow taking his baby for a walk, a,nd he stepped into a little puh- to have a 
little talk, and when he lifted his hat the barmaid said, “ Life and mercies, its the baby s ; anybody 
got a pin,” and they don’t speak to one another now. It referred to a piece of the baby s underlinen. 
That is the song ; and the last verse is a different one altogether, and not a nice one to sing. _
4876. Is that the worst part of that song ? I could not state it, because it is about^someone going 
for a bathe, and he met his girl on the beach without anything on, and they don’t speak to one
another now. . „
4877. Is that the worst part of that song? Do you want anything worse than that F
4878. But is that the worst part of the song ? I think that is bad enough.
4879. Having frequently conversed with me, and heard me converse with other persons at fcjtrathheld,
and having heard my character, as you doubtless have, are you of opinion that I am a man who is 
pleased to hear low songs ? You were pleased to hear that one, because you made him smg it twice. 
You said it was the gem of the evening; but I think it is a disgusting thing. ,
4880. Was that song more loudly applauded by the blind women than by the others . I do not 
know that it was ; I took very little notice of what the women did ; it was the song that troubled me.
4881. Having asked him to sing that song twice, the only construction you can put on my action is 
that it was because I liked it, and not because it had been very heartily applauded ? You must have
liked it. n o t'4882. Could I not have been guided by the amount of applause from the women ? Every gentle
manly instinct in your nature should have forbidden you to encourage such a song.
4883. And you think that substituting corset for waistcoat had a lowering tendency ? It does not
sound very nice. . i • . 04884;. You heard me do this—what would be the probable object;—would it be to produce merriment.
I suppose not; I hardly know why. . „ v , „ .
4885. Had you any reason to think that I did it to stimulate low feehugs m the listeners . that is
not for me to say ; you know your own motives best. .
4886. Have you any reason to think I was a man who seemed to have a tendency tor liking ^tkese 
things ? Whether it was done for the merriment of others or for your own merriment, I don’t Know.
4887. But you are of opinion that it is highly improper to substitute corset for waistcoat. I don t 
know about being highly improper. I leave every person to judge for himself.

Another instance is where Mr. Prescott is stated to have given whisky to an 
inmate. Mr. Prescott admits having given the whisky, hut says it was administered 
as a remedy for stomachic pains, and not in sufficient quantity to produce intoxica
tion. It was not, however, his business to thus attend to inmates, hut clearly that 
of the officials of the Home, and though by his questions m cross-examining one 
of the witnesses, he leads up to the assumption that the girl was pretending to he 
intoxicated, he virtually admits having asked her to repeat certain words that would 
have been difficult for any one under the influence of liquor to properly articulate. 
The impropriety of this proceeding requires no comment.

The next instance of injudicious conduct is to be found in his having indulged 
in a game with the younger inmates, which he called “ sacks on the mill, and 
which he explains as follows :—

8472. Mr. Prescott to witness Miss G. H.] In speaking of the dining-room incident, you say that I 
was playing with Blanche ;—do you mean tickling and things like that ? Yes, and pushing ner about. 
8506. President to Mr. Prescott.'] I gather from your questions that it was your practice to play 
with the inmates ;—it is just as well for us to understand wha-t you mean by that ? Yes. You will 
think I am very boyish—have you ever seen children play “sacks on the mill ’ ? Sometimes I would 
be lying on tbe lawn aud there would be three, four, or five about; one would say “ sacks the 

J & ' mill.
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mill,” and one would throw herself across me, another on her, and another on her, until the weight 
would become so oppressive that the underneath one would have to say “enough.” That is the way 
we would play. Sometimes they would be talking about not being ticklish under the arm ; frequently 
they have said, you cannot make mo laugh by tickling me. It was things of that kind that I meant 
by playing.

On another'occasion the complaint was made that Mr. Prescott roughly used 
one of the inmates by putting a strap round her neck, and raising her from the 
ground. His explanation of this is as under :—

_ Ifr. Prescott: That is a matter which had escaped my memory altogether. But last evening
in L.M.’s presence I asked N.J. if she knew anything about it, and she said she was in the office at 

■ the time. I assure you I had forgotten the circumstance. I will give it you in N.J.’s words. 
Perhaps some execution was near at hand at the time, and naturally the subject of hanging had come 
up in some way, and I give you these words because I assure you I had forgotten the circumstance. 
It is said that I took a book strap—that is, a strap that the books are wrapped up iii—and slipped it 
round N.J.’s neck, pretending to hang her, and N.J. slipped it from her neck to B.Ii.’s neck. That 
is N.J,’s theory. I don’t know whether it was so or not, but I do know that I have never lifted any 
person from the floor hy means of her head. To say that I would put a strap round a girl’s neck, 
and hold it upland let that person be suspended with the feet off the ground, 1 say most positively! 
never could do it. That I may have caused B.H. temporary inconvenience ; that the strap may have 
pressed on her neek l don’t doubt for one moment; but I most positively say tbat anything like 
that would be done in play, but not to cause any inconvenience. I may inform you that a good deal 
of the familiarity which has existed in the girls being so much with me, and patting me, and feeling 
my hair and my heard, has been from my desire to make the girls feel happy. I may inform you that 
I have a strong taste for the ludicrous; I have a great love for humour, and, knowing that, I did 
things which would make the girls laugh and make them happier. I did many thing in play with 
the girls that a man of my years without my temperament is too old to do. I do not remember the 

, circumstance of the strap. I repeat it to you as N.J. told it to me last night, but I do assure you that 
I never willingly or intentionally hurt any person, blind or seeing. .

_ Mr. Prescott admits, as will be seen in the following extract, to having held 
a girl of 20 years of age hy the feet with her head to the ground. Ho states the 
act was treated as a joke, but it is one which we think should certainly not have 
been indulged in. ■

8761. President.'] At a former meeting of the Commission you made some statement about a girl 
being taken and held up by her feet;—will you please explain what you did on that occasion F On 
the afternoon of a public holiday Mrs. Prescott, I, and the majority of the inmates were at the back 
of the summer-house, at the rear of the building, and we were singing, separately or together. I 
asked M.L. to sing, and she declined. I am not quite clear about these last few words. I am telling 
you to the best of my knowledge, but it happened four years ago. I then said, “ If you do not I 
will stand you on your head.” She said, “ You are not game.” Now, what I am going to state now 
is what I have been told lately. L N. and Mrs. Prescott assisted in catching M.L. I do not know 
whether she was standing or lying on the ground, but I carefully put her clothing above the tops of 
her boots and placed her in a vertical position—not on her head, but with her head near the ground. 
Then, of course, I liberated her, and she sang.

_ As a final instance, we quote Mr. Prescott’s explanation of an occurrence 
which took place after the appointment of the Commission on the 22nd December 
last. The inmate, B.H., referred to, had, at the inquiry held by the Director of 
Government Asylums, made charges against Mr. Prescott of indecent assault, and 
assuming her allegations to he false, it would be difficult to understand his consenting 
to be in her company. The girl’s statement is that he sent for her to go with him ; 
hut in any case, knowing, as we must presume he did, that the Commission had been 
appointed, the impropriety of his conduct is apparent.

8505. Mr. Prescott.] A blind friend of mine named G. lives within a quarter of a mile of the Strath- 
field Institution with Mr. 1). During the holidays on several occasions I visited Mr. C. alone. 
On the morning of New Year’s Day last I was about to revisit him, and N.J. intimated her wish 
to. go for a walk. I told her that she might go with me to Mr. C.’s. She said, “B.H. is very 
miserable during the holidays; may she go with us ? ” I said, “If you think B.H. would like to 
come, let her do so by all means.” She then went for B.H., and, as far as my memory serves me, 
came into my house with B.H. That is a matter which I am not quite clear about. 1 was on my 
eouch; and B.H. was standing about the middle of the room. N.J. went, I think, for mv walk
ing-stick, and, so far as my memory serves me, I had not spoken to B.H. after she entered the room. 
I then said, “Hullo! trouble tbe house!” and she, adopting a most impertinent tone, said, “I 
have never caused any trouble to your house.” I said, “Have you notF The lies that you and 
your companions have told would make some men grey-haired; and I consider that you and your 
companions are despicable,” and I think I said “contemptible.” N.J. returned to "the room, and 
B.H. left the room with her, as if we were all about to leave the house. N.J. said to me half a 
minute later, “B.H. has told me that she will not go for a walk.” I then said, “ Well, if B.H. does 
not go, it will be better for you not to go.”
8507. Mr. Maxted to Mr. Prescott.] When you spoke to B.H., as you have just described, were 
you aware that this Eoyal Commission had been appointed ? I knew there was likely to be one; I 
do not know whether I knew that it had been appointed. ’

*10—C Other



1244

Other evidence of many alleged improprieties exists, particulars of which will 
he found in the evidence, an analysis of which accompanies it, hut they are of such 
a disgusting nature that we consider it undesirable to repeat them.

At the time the inquiry of the Director of Government Asylums was held 
Mr. Prescott was in England, and on his return, although he was aware that certain 
charges had been made against him, he took no steps to clear himself, but waited 
until sent for, three months afterwards. He gives as his reason for doing so that he 
thought it was Mr. Maxted’s duty to communicate with him, and he states (Question 
10212) that had he been at all shrewd he would not have gone to Mr. Maxted when 
he did. Neither did he communicate with his Committee on the matter, as he did 
not consider it his place to do so (Question 10215).

In conclusion we beg to submit a summary of our recommendations, as 
follows:—

(1.) That the aged and infirm inmates of the Strathfield Home be removed to 
the Newington Asylum.

(2.) That the two inmates from Tasmania be returned to the care of the 
Government of that Colony. .

(3.) That pending the receipt of the report of the Eoyal Commission on Public 
Charities, no further subsidy he paid to the Institution for the Blind, 
Strathfield.

.(4.) That in the case of all Institutions to which Government subsidies are 
granted, the strictest Government supervision he exercised over the expen
diture of those subsidies, and that the operations of the Institutions he open 
to the most rigorous scrutiny of any officer appointed by the Government 
to make inquiry in regard thereto.

(5.) That the evidence be referred to the Crown Law Officers with a view to a 
determination being arrived at as to what further action, if any, shall he 
taken in regard to the more serious charges disclosed therein. '

Before closing our report we wish to acknowledge the able services rendered 
hy Mr. Maxted during the inquiry, and also to thank the members of the Committee 
of the Institution for the ready manner in which they afforded us any information 
that we desired.

We have also to express our obligation to Mr. Walter Wilson for the 
efficient manner in which he has discharged the duties of his office as Secretary to 
the Commission.

xviii

We have the honor to he,

Your Excellency’s most obedient Servants,

Walter Wilson,
Secretary,

■ 22/3/98.

JOSEPH BAELING,
President.

GEO. A. WILSON. 
JAMES POWELL.

Sydney: William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1898
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Coimntsstou.

VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Queen,
Defender of the Faith and so forth,—

To Our Trusty and Well-beloved—
Joseph Babling, Esquire, Chairman of the Public Service Board, and one of Our Justices of the 

Peace of Our Colony of New South Wales, Associate of the Institution of Civil Engineers;
George Arexander Wilson, Esquire, a Member of the Public Service Board, and one of Our 

Justices of the Peace of Our said Colony ; and
James Powell, Esquire, Deputy Member of the Public Service Board, and one of Our Justices 

of the Peace of Our said Colony,—
Greeting:—

Know Ye, That Wc, reposing great trust and confidence in your ability, zeal, industry, 
discretion, and integrity, do, by these presents, authorise and appoint you, or any two of you, as herein
after mentioned, to make a diligent and full inquiry into, and report upon the methods of carrying on 
Government Charitable Institutions, and the way in which Grants of public money to charitable objects 
under the control of the Government are administered, including Grants for the Aborigines; and to 
report also upon the methods of administration and relief in force in all charitable organizations which 
receive aid from the public Treasury, including the Hospitals of the Colony ; with further power to 
suggest desirable changes in the existing state of affairs, with a view to placing the expenditure of public 
moneys in such directions upon a more satisfactory footing : And We do, by these presents, grant to 
you, or any two of you, at any meeting or meetings to which all of you shall have been duly summoned, 
full power and authority to call before you all such persons as you may judge necessary, by whom you 
may be better informed of the truth in the premises, and to require the production of all such books, 
papers, writings, and all other documents as you may deem expedient, and to visit and inspect the same 
at the offices or places where the same or any of them may be deposited, and to inquire of the premises 
by all lawful ways and means: And We do give you power at your discretion to procure such clerical 
and other assistance as you may deem necessary for enabling you duly to execute this Our Commission : 
And Our further will and pleasure is that you do within three months after the date of this Our Com
mission, certify to Us, in the office of Our Chief Secretary under your or any two of your hands and seals, 
what you shall find touching the premises : And We hereby command all Government Officers and other 
persons whomsoever within Our said Colony, that they be assistant to you and each of you in the execution 
of these presents : And We appoint you the said Joseph Barling, Esquire, to be President of this Our 
Commission; which said Commission We declare to be a Commission for all purposes of the Act 
44 Victoria, No. 1, intituled li An Act to regulate the taking of Evidence hy Commissioners under the 
Great Seal.’'

In testimony whereof, We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent, and the Great Seal 
of Our said Colony of New South Wales to be hereunto affixed.

Witness Our Right Trusty and Well-beloved Cousin, Henry Robert, Viscount Hampden, 
Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Our Colony of New South Wales and 
its Dependencies, at Government House, Sydney, in New South Wales aforesaid, 
this tenth day of November, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-seven, and in the sixty-first year of Our Reign.

O-S.) HAMPDEN.
By His Excellency’s Command,

JAMES N. BRUNKER.

Entered on Record by me, in Register of Patents No. 19, page 151, this eleventh day of November, 
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven.

For the Colonial Secretary and Registrar of Records,
CRITCHETT WALKER,

Principal Under Secretary.

VICTORIA,
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VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Queen,
Defender of the Faith, and so forth,—

To our Trusty and Well-beloved—
Geobge Alexander Wilson, Esquire, a Member of the Public Service Board, and one of Our 

Justices of the Peace of Our said Colony,—
Greeting:—

Whereas by an instrument under the Great Seal of Our Colony of New South Wales, bearing 
date the tenth day of November, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven. We Aid., inter alia, 
appoint Joseph Barling, Esquire, to be a Member, and also President of the Royal Commission of 
Inquiry in connexion with Charitable Institutions: And whereas the said Joseph Barling has now 
resigned the Office of President: Now, therefore, know You, that We, of Our especial grace, have thought 
fit to appoint, and do hereby appoint you, the said George Alexander Wilson, to be President of such 
Commission.

In testimony whereof, We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent, and the Great Seal 
of Our said Colony of New South Wales to be hereunto affixed.

, Witness Our RightTrusty and Well-beloved Cousin, Henry Robert, Viscount Hampden,
Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Our Colony of New South Wales and 
its Dependencies, at Government House, Sydney, in New South Wales aforesaid, 
this eighth day of February, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-eight, and in the sixty-first year of Our Reign.

(u.s.) HAMPDEN.

By His Excellency’s Command,
JAMES N. BRUNKER.

Entered on record by me, in Register of Patents No. 19, page 263, this eighth day of February, 
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight.

For the Colonial Secretary and Registrar of Records, , 
CRITCHETT WALKER,

Principal Under Secretary;

ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ON PUBLIC CHARITIES.
Whereas it is necessary to extend the time within which the Commissioners are to make their report in 
the above matter: Now, therefore, I do hereby, with the advice of the Executive Council, extend the 
time within which the said Commissioners are to make such report for a period of six months,—to take 
effect from the 10th February, 1898.

Given under my hand at Government House, Sydney, this second day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-eight.

HAMPDEN, 5/3/98. 
By His Excellency’s Command,

JAMES N. BRUNKER,



ROYAL COMMISSION ON PUBLIC CHARITIES.

EEPOET.

To His Excellency the Eight Honorable Henry Eobert, Yiscount Hampden, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of Hew South Wales 
and its Dependencies.

May it Please Your Excellency,

We, your Commissioners, were appointed on the 10th day of November, 1897, by 
Letters Patent, to make a diligent and full inquiry into, and report upon, the methods 
of carrying on Government Charitable Institutions, and the way in which grants of 
public money to charitable objects under the control of the Government are 
administered, including grants for Aborigines ; and to report also upon the methods 
of administration and relief in force in all charitable organizations which receive aid 
from the Public Treasury, including hospitals of the Colony; with further power to 
suggest desirable changes in the existing state of affairs, with a view of placing the 
expenditure of public moneys in such directions upon a more satisfactory footing.

1. Owing to pressure of other public duties, Mr. J. Barling, while remaining 
on the Commission, found it necessary to resign the office of President, to which 
Mr. G. A. Wilson was in consequence appointed on Eebruary 8.

2. The scope of our Commission is so extensive, embracing, as it does, nearly 
two hundred institutions, and the evidence to be taken will be so voluminous, that 
your Commissioners propose, for the sake of clearness and despatch, to group the 
institutions as follows, and to furnish interim reports on each group, hut not neces
sarily in the order here given :—

I. Institutions dealing with the Blind and with the Deaf and Dumb.
II. Subsidized charitable bodies, such as the Benevolent Societies, and kindred 

institutions.
III. The Hospitals.
IY. The Aborigines.
Y. Government Institutions controlled by the Director of Charities, and also 

the operations of the State Children’s Belief Board.

3. Your Commissioners have compiled very valuable statistical information. 
with reference to the financial history of all the institutions in the above groups, 
hut do not propose to take formal evidence with respect to all of them. With 
regard to Groups II and III, we propose to report only on important typical institu
tions, and on such of the less important as may appear on an analysis of their 
accounts to require special investigation and report. It may further be found 
desirable to report separately on any institution in the event of immediate reforms 
of policy or of management being considered necessary.

We have now the honor to furnish our report on the first of the above
groups.

Group I.
*15—B
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Group I.

INSTITUTIONS DEALING WITH THE BLIND AND WITH THE
DEAE AND DUMB.

4. There are three institutions subsidized hy the State, viz.:—

(1.) The Institution for the Blind at Strathfield.
(2.) The New South Wales Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind, 

Newtown Boad. .
(3.) The Sydney Industrial Blind Institution, William and Boomerang streets.

5. Besides these, there are connected with the Homan Catholic Church, hut 
receiving no State subsidies, two institutions—the St. Patrick’s Institute for the 
Blind, Lewisham, and the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, Waratah. These 
institutions, not being subsidized, do not fall within the scope of our Commission ; 
but the authorities having courteously permitted your Commissioners to inspect them, 
they will he further referred to in this Beport.

6. Under a separate Commission from your Excellency we have already held an 
investigation into the Institution for the Blind at Strathfield, and reported upon 
it, except in regard to the future of the inmates employed in its industrial division, 
which is definitely dealt with in the final portion of this Beport. We now proceed 
to report on the other institutions included in Group I.

The Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind.

Its Constitution and Management.

7. This Institution, which is situated on the Newtown Boad, was established in 
1861 for the education of deaf and dumb children, and in 1869 its scope was extended 
to include the blind. Its objects are stated to he “ the education and maintenance, 
and, as far as practicable, the advancement in life of deaf and dumb and blind 
children.” The Institution is under the control of a Board of Directors, who are 
annually elected by the subscribers ; and there is also a committee of ladies, 
appointed by the Directors, which supervises the domestic arrangements, subject to 
the control of the governing Board. In addition to these elected and appointed 
bodies, there are Life Directors, who are qualified for their position either by services 
rendered, or as donors of £50 or upwards in one payment.

Absence of Government Supervision.

8. Although the State contributions from the Consolidated Bevenue, in the 
form of fees and subsidy, now usually exceed the total amount of subscriptions from 
the public, no responsible Government official has any supervisory powers in connec
tion with the management of the Institution.

9. Your Commissioners attach considerable importance to this matter, and
thus give prominence to it at the outset of this Beport, because it has been found 
that non-participation of the Government in the supervision of State-aided insti
tutions—many of which obtain the greater portion of their funds from the Con
solidated Bevenue—is common throughout the Colony; and, without referring to 
any particular institution, it has been made evident that this rule has probably not 
only resulted in serious defects of management, which might have been prevented by 
the supervision of an independent responsible official, but also to large, and in some 
instances unnecessary, demands upon the Public Treasury. Indeed, this is a question 
which we consider to be of so much gravity in connection with the efficient and 
economical administration of the Public Charities of this Colony, that it will be con
siderably enlarged upon in our General Beport. '

Management



1251
\

, Management and Teaching Staff.
10. The teaching and internal management are conducted hy a highly

competent staff, the members of which are liberally hut not excessively paid. The ‘
authority of the Superintendent, who is a well qualified trained teacher, extends to
the whole staff, both teaching and domestic; hut the actual responsibility of domestic 
management, and of the material comfort of the children, rests with the matron, who, 
previous to holding her present position, had some years’ experience as matron of 
a hospital branch of a large asylum for destitute children. In addition to the 
Superintendent there are nine teachers in the school, and four other instructors in 
the technical divisions.

11. This staff, although apparently unduly strong for the number of pupils, 
is not really so, because of the much greater individual teaching required than in 
ordinary schools, and the impossibility of having anything like class teaching in the
case of the junior pupils. The secretarial duties are, under the supervision of the ^ 
hon. secretary, performed by the assistant secretary and accountant, who is also the Coote.
collector. This officer is under a fidelity bond of £200. *

3 ~ '

Directors, and Ladies'1 Committee.
12. The institution is practically a large hoarding-school; and the Committee i?2’

cannot he too highly commended in regard to the provision they have made for the m8on' 
comfort and happiness of the pupils so far as education and maintenance are 
concerned. ■

13. Your Commissioners could have no doubt, from close personal observation 
during their visits, of the great interest taken by the Board of Directors, the Ladies’ 
Committee, and the official staff, in the welfare of their charges. The Institution
was in perfect order; the physical condition of the children was excellent; they 124, 
were well clad, and they were generally happy and contented. They are amply EobinBOn- 
supplied with means of recreation and gymnastic appliances, outdoor games being 434-438, 
liberally provided. There is also a sufficient library, which appears to be well used. Wafcson'

Methods of Teaching.
14. It is unnecessary to offer any opinion on the methods of teaching adopted Watson’ 

at the Institution, further than to say that they are effective, and the results, under a 6°n” 
the circumstances, compare satisfactorily with those of the primary public schools in
the case of sighted children. The oral and sign-manual systems of instruction are 
adopted, and they are carried out under the most modern methods of the English, 
American, and some Continental institutions. There is also a class consisting of 
children whose hearing is sufficiently good to lead to the hope that it may be possible 
to further develop it.

15. There is diversity of opinion among experts as to whether the deaf and Ean»-'
dumb should not be taught the oral system exclusively; but if they were instructed imperial3, 
in that method only, it appears that communication between the blind and the deaf charity ^ 
and dumb would, to a large extent, he restricted, and this statement applies to adults issa. 
as well as to the children at school. '

16. The Superintendent, who appears to be well acquainted with the latest 
literature on this subject, stated in his last Annual Report:—

“ The teachers continue the wholesome plan of trying to adjusttheir system or methods to the needs, 
capacity, and character of their pupils, bearing in mind the varied and subtle differences which exist 
among children, and the fact that no hard and fast lines can wisely be adopted in an institution like this, -
where one finds a proportion of the children who are apt to pick up speech and lip-reading ; others, again, 
to whom the acquisition of these is almost an impossibility.”

Dr. Gallaudet, President of the National College for Deaf Mutes, at Wash
ington, has expressed the opinion that “ the method of the future ” will be “ the 
combined or American method, in which the best features of both systems are 
incorporated.” .

School
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School Inspectors’ "Reports.
17. The educational results are tested at intervals by the Government School 

Inspectors, and the following extract from their Report sufficiently indicates that, 
in regard to the education of the inmates, the Institution is satisfactorily fulfilling 
its obligations :—• ’

The class-rooms afford ample accommodation for existing requirements, and are well found, not 
only in the ordinary school requisites, but also in the modern technical appliances necessary for the work 
of teachers employed in an institution of this kind.

While under instruction, the pupils behave admirably. They are respectful, orderly, attentive to 
duty, and obedient. The government is of a genial but firm and thoroughly effective character, and the 
general discipline of the school is excellent.

The course of instruction adopted is a varied and liberal one. It includes all the subjects taught 
in a primary school, together with Drawing, Music, Latin, Drench, Modelling, Carpentry, and Cookery.

The instruction is suitably arranged, and is imparted by intelligent and effective methods. The 
general proficiency of each class in the several departments is given in the following statement:—

Manual Department—General Proficiency.—Class 1, 80 per cent.; Class 2, 77 per cent.; Class 3, 
73 per cent.; Class 4, 74 per cent.; Class 5, 70 per cent.; Class 6, 70 per cent.

Oral Department—General Proficiency.—Class 1, 75 per cent.; Class 2, 70 per cent.; Class 3, 62 
per cent.; Class 4, 72 per cent.; Class 5, 80 per cent.; Class 6, 60 per cent.

Blind Department—General Proficiency.—Class 1, 88 per cent.; Class 2, 81 per cent.; Class 3, 
75 per cent.; Class 4, 82 per cent.; Class 5, 75 per cent.

To sum up : The pupils are making satisfactory progress in their studies, the teachers are atten
tive to duty and efficient, and the general management of the school is in the highest degree creditable to 
the Superintendent and his staff of workers.

Ability of the Deaf and Dumb.
. 18. As evidence of the mental capacity of the deaf and dumb, the Superin

tendent of the New South Wales Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind 
stated that in the United States of America, which appears to be in advance of any 
nation in regard to the higher education of deaf mutes, a college exists which 
educates up to the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and that it had turned out a large 
number of capable men.

Exclusion of Ray Scholars.
19. The operations of the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind 

are exclusively confined to boarders ; and the question was raised as to whether or 
not it would be advisable to extend them to day pupils also, in order to reduce the 
cost of administration. The Victorian Institution for the Deaf and Dumb is open 
to day pupils as well as to weekly and quarterly boarders, and the fees per annum 
charged for each division are 12, 38, and 44 guineas respectively.

20. The hon. secretary of the Institution on the Newtown Road strongly 
condemns the admission of day pupils. He states that they are not regular in 
coming to school, the control of them is not so good as if they were constantly 
subjected to the wholesome discipline of the Institution, their parents are not able 
to teach them at home, and there is difficulty in getting them to and from school. 
He also stated that the London School Board some time ago determined to have only 
day scholars, but the experiment had not been successful.

21. The Superintendent also gave evidence that the experiment of taking day 
pupils had been tried in the institution at which he was trained at Home, but was 
not a success, and later developments in England had tended to confirm the belief 
that it was not desirable to have day scholars.

22. There appears to be some weight in the objections; but if there arc
children residing within reasonable distance of the Institution whose parents desire 
that they should be treated as day scholars, some provision should be made for their 
education. The case of children residing too far from the central institutions to 
attend as day scholars has been met in London and on the Continent in this way : 
“ The children attending these schools, unless their parents or friends live sufficiently 
near, are boarded-out in families of their own station in life, not more than two or 
three in a family; and the teachers of the schools from time to time visit the houses 
where the pupils are lodged, to see that they are properly fed and cared for. The 
parents pay 'towards the maintenance of their children in accordance with their 
means. .
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23. If the Directors could see their way, without impairing the efficiency of 
their Institution, to adopt some plan of this kind, it might materially lessen future 
expenditure for accommodation of inmates; and if their anticipation of increased 
numbers is fully realised, it will he necessary to seriously consider this question 
from the standpoint of economy.

Technical Education.
24. Under the heading “Technical Instruction, &c.,” the following divisions

are included:—Carpentry and woodwork, modelling in clay, drawing, painting, fancy 
work, cookery (practice and theory); music (singing, pianoforte, and theory). 
Drilling and gymnastics are also taught. The reports of the various teachers are 
satisfactory. .

Outside Employment of the Children.
25. The testimony of the witnesses is somewhat conflicting as to the difficulty 

of obtaining outside employment for the deaf and dumb children, hut the difficulty 
does not, on the whole, appear to have been great. The Superintendent stated that 
as a rule they are valued, and learned trades as well as hoys who possessed all their 
faculties.

26. The blind children to whom it is necessary to provide occupations after 
their school period are sent to the Industrial Blind Institution at Woolloomooloo, 
where they are qualified as far as possible in the various industries which are taught 
there. The arrangement is .said to be sufficient to meet the existing requirements 
of this class, and the Superintendent of the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and 
the Blind states that it has been attended with satisfactory results, while the authori
ties of the Industrial Blind Institution testify that they “ have not had a bad boy 
from the Newtown Institution,” that the lads “turn out well,” and are “ cleaner and 
better conducted than the general run.”

Education of Blind Children in State Schools.
27. There is now a tendency in some parts of England to depart from the 

system of educating the younger blind children exclusively in institutions devoted 
solely to the instruction of the blind, and to send them to the ordinary schools 
for sighted children. The Report of the Royal Commission which investigated the 
various methods of dealing with the blind in the United Kingdom in 1888, states 
that the opinion of the highest authorities upon this question is now in favour of 
the blind being taught in Board Schools with the seeing, and of separating education 
from technical instruction. It is also’the unanimous opinion of the London Teachers 
of the Home-teaching Society that, say to the age of ten, children should be educated 
during a portion of their time with the sighted.

28. The Report also states that “ fears that the blind might be subjected to 
ill-treatment from their sighted play-fellows have been shown by experience to be 
groundless ; on the contrary, owing to the compassion with which they are regarded, 
they meet with the greatest kindness. The free intercourse with the seeing gives 
courage and self-reliance to the blind, and a healthy stimulus, which enables them 
to compete more successfully with the seeing in after life than those who have been 
brought up altogether in blind institutions.”
’ ' ' * • ' *

Number of Inmates and Age of Admission a,nd Discharge.
29. The number of inmates on 30th September, 1897, is given in the following 

table, which also shows the admissions and discharges during the year ending on 
that date :—•

5 '

Deaf and Dumb. Blind. Totals. Grand.
Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female. Total.

In the Institution on 30th September, 1896 ... ... 41 39 12 10 56 49 105
Admitted since ... ... ... ... ... ... 15 7 2 15 9 24

59 46 12 12 71 58 129
Discharged or removed ... ... ... ... ... 11 4 1 11 5 16

On the rolls on 30th September, 1897... ... ... 48 42 12 11 60 53 113

192-3,
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Watson.
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Hedger.
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30. There is no fixed minimum or maximum age of admission and discharge; 
and although the practice is stated to be to admit children at the age of 7 years, the 
official records show that the majority of the pupils under instruction during 1897 
were not admitted until their ages were in excess of 7 years. This applies to 71 
out of 110 in the deaf and dumb section, and to 11 of the 25 blind children men
tioned in the Annual Report of the Institution. The average age of all the 
children at the time of admission was under 9 years. The maximum age of dis
charge is 17 to 18 years, but in special cases pupils have been retained beyond that 
age. The evidence on this point is as follows, the witness being Mr. Ellis Robinson, 
the honorary secretary :—

44. What is the general rule as regards the maximum age ? The maximum is generally about 17 or 
18 years of age.
45. The maximum is generally about 17 ? Yes ; 17 to 18. We keep girls longer than boys.
46. Under what circumstances do you keep them longer than that ? We keep them when we think 
that a year or two more would hel]D them, when they have entered rather old, and are slow, and seem 
to need a year or two more schooling. Grirls do not often go out to work for a living as boys do. 
Boys ought to leave here when they are about 16. They can then have five years’ apprenticeship 
by the time they are 21. We have one boy older than that, but we are keeping him to pass the 
matriculation examination, partly to show what the deaf can do, and to fit him for a higher sphere of 
life than boys who go to carpentering or anything like that. He is a boy in a better position in life.
47. An ordinary citizen cannot keep his children at school until they are 18 or 20 years of age ? No, 
he cannot; he has to put them to work, and the Government school-age is up to 14.
48. These inmates, who are. supported by public subscription, have advantages as regards that which 
the ordinary citizen has not ? To a certain extent they have ; but in most cases where we keep them 
that time their fathers pay us a little more in school fees.

31. This matter is important on several grounds. The great majority of heads 
of families cannot afford to keep their children at school for so long a period, and 
the question may he asked why an institution which is mainly supported hy the 
benevolent contributions of the public, State subsidies, and fees for children admitted 
at the cost of the Government, should prolong the care of its inmates beyond the 
ordinary school age. The Superintendent is of opinion that bright and capable 
pupils should he fit to leave school after having had seven years’ tuition. He states 
that their help is often wanted at home much sooner, and that consequently not a 
few leave after from three to five years’ schooling {Appendix No. 1). The honorary 
secretary admits that the hoys should not he retained beyond 16 years of age, 
because they can then have five years’ apprenticeship hy the time they are 21; 
and he states that the reason for keeping them is that “when they have entered 
they have been rather old and slow.” The expert evidence indicates that deaf and 
dumb children should be sent to school, particularly for oral instruction, at from 
6 to 7 years of age, and the remedy appears to lie in the adoption of a maximum age 

.for admission.
32. The other colonies have experienced the same difficulty as New South 

Wales in regard to the school age; and in England, not very long ago, this matter 
was considered to he of such importance to the welfare of the children that a law 
was passed making the attendance at school of the deaf and dumb and the blind com
pulsory. A very strong reason for such a measure in the case of the pupils who have 
to earn their own livelihood is that unless they are sent to school early they must 
either go out insufficiently educated or remain until they are of an age that precludes 
them from learning a trade by the time they attain their majority.

33. So far as the Institution is concerned, the additional year or two which 
they are required to spend at school under the present system not only causes an 
undue strain upon its resources hy keeping up the number of inmates, hut in any 
establishment in which the sexes must largely associate it is desirable that above 
a certain age they should be separated as schoolmates.

Association of Inmates.
34. Tour Commissioners have given a good deal of attention to the advisability

or otherwise of associating the sexes in the same institution. There are advantages, 
particularly in the case of these afflicted children, in dealing with them as far as 
possible under the family system while their characters are being moulded, hy allowing 
the sexes to mix together under proper safeguards, and any evil likely to result from 
it could be largely prevented hy discharging the inmates at a younger age than at 
present. . 35.

6
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. . 35. The Superintendent is of opinion, from his long experience, that the
principle of the association is a healthy one, because “ a somewhat finer type of 
character is produced in boys ” by the influence of girls, as in family life; and 373)
. with due care and watchfulness,” the authorities had not found any disadvantage Watson, 
in having the boys and girls together. “If they were older,” said this officer, Para.sei, 
“the difficulty would be greater; with children there is no difficulty.” So far as 
the humanising effects upon the children are concerned this opinion is endorsed by Commission’s 
some very good European authorities. Keport.

. 36. The experience of older communities,—where intermarriages of the con
genital deaf and dumb have been so numerous that the results could be ascertained 
with sufficient accuracy to admit of a theory being founded upon them,—has been 
that the affliction becomes hereditary in a very marked degree, and on this ground 
scientific authorities strongly discourage not only these marriages, but also the 
marriage of persons connected by consanguinity, as being likely to produce deaf- 
mute offspring. One high American authority (Mr. Graham Bell) states that Pal’as- 
marriages between deaf and dumb have been so frequent, and the hereditary results imperial’ 
have been so marked, as “ to lead to speculation on the possibility of a deaf variety c^nty , 
of the human race,” and the latest Royal Commission on the Charities of Great Britain, ° Report0.118 
which included some of the ablest men in the kingdom, reported that various cases 
had come under its notice where several deaf and dumb members of the family were 
the offspring of deaf-mute parents. •

37. The English Commissioners gave much attention to this subject, and 
made a strong recommendation relating to it. Dr. Peet, who is referred to in their 
Report as an authority in connection with the New York College, states that one out
of every ten congenital deaf mutes in America is the offspring of a consanguineous aos) 307’, 309’ 
marriage; and that statistics show similar results in Liverpool and London. An im30e°;ai 
analysis of 607 cases of the deaf-mute offspring of deaf-mute parents showed that charity 
328 of the children were born deaf and dumb, that -10 cases were non-congenital; Co^'“sosr1°ri’3 
and. the causes in the balance of 239 cases could not be ascertained. In the Alpine ^
regions in Lombardy and Piedmont the percentage of deaf mutes was found to be 
three times greater than in any other part of Italy as the result of marriages between 
blood relations. Generally the scientific evidence showed that with one parent who 
is a congenitally deaf mute one-tenth of the children were deaf mutes, and where 
both parents were congenitally deaf mutes one-third of the children were born 
similarly afflicted. A return prepared by Mr. Graham Bell indicated that out of 
2,262 deaf mutes, whose cases had been investigated, more than one-half of the 
number, or 51-5 per cent., had other members of their family deaf and dumb.

38. Your Commissioners quote these statistics thus fully from a report which
has been prepared with great ability, because they are of considerable value to 
those engaged in the charitable task of ameliorating the social condition of this 
afflicted class of the community. .

39. The statistics of these colonies do not at present furnish any reliable data
for presenting the results of either consanguineous marriages, or intermarriages of 
the. deaf and dumb, and the last census in this Colony showed that out of 383 
deaf mutes there were not more than 65 to 70 of both sexes of ages likely to 
make marriages probable. There have been ten marriages between deaf mutes from 
the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind, and the Secretary gave 
evidence that he had no reason to suppose the offspring were similarly afflicted; Ro^on 
but there does not appear to be any recorded information on this point. ° inson’

40. On the whole, and in view of the precautions taken by the authorities to 
allow, boys and girls to mix together only when they are under supervision, the 
association of the sexes up to a certain age does not appear to be objectionable; 
but it is not advisable to allow it in the case of the elder children, because it 
leads to intermarriages which for the reasons stated are undesirable in the interests 
of the body politic.

Education of Deaf and Dumb and the Blind in one Institution.
41. The opinions of expert authorities with reference to educating the deaf 

and dumb and the blind in the same institution differ so widely that it is not possible
to

7
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to recommend any fixed rule in connection with the matter; hut, as no uniform 
policy appears to have been adopted, it is safe to assume that the association is not 
distinctly objectionable, while several reasons exist in favour of it.

42. In New Zealand and Victoria the two classes are taught in separate 
institutions. In West Australia there is an institution for deaf mutes only, so that 
it is probable the separate system will prevail there. In Queensland and South 
Australia the deaf and dumb and the blind are associated as in New South Wales, 
and no objectionable results have been ascertained. In Europe the same diversity 
exists.

43. The institution in this Colony first dealt only with the deaf and dumb. 
After waiting six or seven years in the hope that a school for the blind would be 
founded, in compliance with the solicitation of parents the Committee determined 
to admit both classes. The two objections which have been made to association are 
that it prejudicially affects the education of both classes, and that deaf and dumb 
children are frequently unkind to the blind. The school inspectors’ reports satisfac
torily dispose of the first point; and with reference to the second, the Superintendent 
stated that he had always found that the deaf were really good to the blind, and did 
not suffer hy comparison with ordinary children in that respect. Eis evidence is 
quoted fully because it should remove any unfavourable impression upon this point:—

376. What is your opinion with regard to having the deaf and dumb and blind together ? I know
that our plan is different from that existing in many other institutions ; but as far as 1 can judge, it 
is a very good thing, and a very wholesome thing, and beneficial in some respects to both, especially 
in what one may call ethical or moral development. That the helplessness of the blind gives an 
opportunity to the deaf to offer a little help and sympathy, and thus develops in them in a kind of 
reflex way much that is good. _ t
377. Do you find that the deaf and dumb occasionally tease, and are spiteful to the blind ? Not at 
all; I have always found that the deaf were really good to the blind. Of course there are exceptions.
378. The deaf and dumb do not suffer by comparison with ordinary children in that respect P ]No ;
I think they are very good to the blind, and good in other respects too. _
379. So you think that the deaf and dumb and the blind help each other to some extent? I think 
so. I do not think a deaf child can be helped much by the blind, but merely seeing the helplessness 
of the blind and doing them a kind turn, as they often do, is good and wholesome ethical training.

44. Your Commissioners believe that there is no force in the objections, and, 
in view of the circumstances of this Colony, and of the limited number of deaf and 
dumb, and of blind children of school age, are of opinion that the training of these 
ttvo classes in the same institution is justified hy moral and economic considerations. 
It requires no argument to show that one institution can deal more economically 
than two with the care and teaching of so small a number of inmates.

Financial.

' Cost of ’Buildings, Administration, 8fC.

45. The Institution is in a much stronger position financially than any other 
kindred institution in Australia. So satisfactory is the condition of its finances, 
that the committee might well now consider whether they should not set an example 
worthy of being followed in other directions, and forego all further claims to State 
aid, except for services rendered-.

46. The opinion of your Commissioners on this point will he found expressed 
among the recommendations; but if these are anticipated hy the directors, the 
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind will he in the independent position 
of voluntarily relying for support upon public philanthropy, which there can he 
little doubt will be found quite equal to any necessary demands upon it to carry on 
operations without assistance from the Consolidated Revenue. The continued 
receipt of State aid, when it is not really required as a matter of necessity, must to a 
large extent dry up the springs of private charity* and there is evidence that this 
has probably been the case in connection with this useful institution. A plethora 
of funds also affords temptation to all public bodies having the administration of 
such funds to incur expenditure extravagantly ; and it will he shown that, notwith
standing the excellence of their methods of administration, that is precisely the 
position into which the committee have drifted in regard to the excessive cost of 
buildings to which reference is made in paragraphs 55 to 67.

Accumulated
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. Accumulated Fimds.
47. The accumulated funds at the end of the last official year (September 30, 

1897) amounted to upwards of £30,000; -the buildings and improvements, which 
are unencumbered by debt, cost nearly £48,000, of which sum the Government 
contributed £5,599; and the site, which is vested in trustees, is under-valued at 
£5,000. The present capital of the institution in funds, and in property, is therefore 
represented by a sum of more than £83,000, which we are informed by the honorary 
secretary will be augmented by a bequest from the late Mrs. Hunter-Baillie, 
amounting at present to £7,850. This sum may be increased to £10,000, and it is 
stipulated under the will that the amount shall be invested in Government securities.

Income and Expenditure.
48. The income for the past year, amounting to £4,134 12s. lid., was derived 

from the following sources :—
. £ s.

Subscriptions and donations, &c. ... ... ... 1,068 18
Government subsidy... ... ... ... ... 450 0
Interest from perpetual subscribers’fund ... ... 1,103 18
Pupils’ fees (including £718 -received from the

Government) ... ... ... ... ... 1,428 15
Eepayments for clothing ... ... ... ... 76 7
Sundries ... ... ... ... ... ... 6 13

d.
4
0
2

8
9
0

49. The expenditure during the same period amounted to £4,238 9s. Id., of 
which £2,101 11s. lOd. was paid as salaries and wages. The cause of this item 
bearing so high a proportion to the-total disbursements is previously explained in 
a separate paragraph relating to the constitution of the staff. In addition to the 
Government grant, and the payment of fees for State children, the Government 
also allows free passes to all children visiting their friends during the Christmas and 
Midwinter vacations.

Falling-off in Subscriptions.
50. There is reason to believe that the income of the institution might have 460-4G4, 

been increased if greater efforts had been made to obtain subscriptions from the c°oke- 
country districts, from which the majority of the pupils are received. The institution

■ has only one collector, whose time is fully employed, as he also acts as assistant 
secretary and accountant. He is only able to make three fortnightly visits to the 
country during each year, which extend south as far as Albury, west as far as Dubbo 
and Porbes, and north as far as Tenterfield.

■ 51. If the time occupied in travelling to these localities and the intermediate 
townships is considered, it is obvious that the time available for collecting is very 
limited. This officer is admittedly overworked, and it would be well for the 
committee to consider whether it would not be economical to provide him with an 
assistant, whose services would enable him to devote more of his time to collecting 
in the country. The subscriptions have fallen from £1,613 5s. 7d. in 1891 to 
£1,06818s. 4d. in 1897. The interest from the perpetual subscribers’ fund exceeded 
the total amount of the general collections last year.

52. It is probable that the large endowment fund may have been a factor in ■ 
connection with the falling off in the amount of the general subscriptions ; indeed, 
this is practically admitted by the honorary secretary, who has taken an active 
interest in the management of the institution for thirty-six years :—

284. Looking at the work done by this institution, does it not appear to you that the number of 
subscribers is very small ? It is not so large as it ought to be ?
285. And especially in the country ? It is not so big in the country as it ought to be. During the 
last few years we have not sent into the country as much as we used to do. We used to have one 
collector down the rivers, one up north, and one in Queensland.
286. Tet you get the largest number of children from the country ? Tes.
287. Taking into consideration the fact that this fine building that we are in now is entirely paid for, 
and that you have an endowment fund of £28,000, do you not think that the public for these reasons

■ are disinclined to subscribe ? To a very small extent.
288. The suggestion has been made that you seem to be so well off that people are not inclined to 
give ? Tes.
289. Do you not think that this endowment fund is likely to prove a kind of dead hand on the insti
tution ? I have always argued that it does and it does not. It does from one point of view, and it 
does not from another. From a director’s point of view it is nice to have an endowment to make you 
to a certain extent independent of the fluctuations of the times; but subscribers say, “ You have 
plenty of money; we will not subscribe.”

■ # is—C Average



1258

10

100-6,
Robinson.

Average Cost per Inmate.
53. The average capitation cost during 1897 was between £38 and £39, irres

pective of interest on the value of buildings and land, which is usually, in this 
Colony and elsewhere, not treated as an item of working expenditure hy charitable 
institutions. This cost per child is not excessive, in view of the nature of the 
institution, and it does not compare unfavourably with the expense of administering 
similar institutions in the other colonies, and in England and America.

Excessive Expenditure on Buildings.
54. While the administrative cost of the institution is sufficiently economical,

the same satisfactory statement cannot be made with reference to the expenditure upon 
buildings, which, after making the most liberal allowances, your Commissioners are 
of opinion has been excessively out of proportion to the necessary requirements of an 
establishment of this character. *

55. It is requisite that this matter should he considered of prime importance 
now, because the Directors have recently asked for a special grant from the Govern
ment of £6,000 to provide increased accommodation for pupils, a kitchen, and dining
room, &c. This request has been made upon the grounds that there is practically 
no building fund at present; that the institution is occupied to its full capacity; 
and that the statistics of past years indicate that there will, in the near future, he 
necessity for largely increased dormitory accommodation. There is good reason for 
believing that the first two conditions can he overcome, and the information furnished 
to the Government with reference to the third was unintentionally misleading. The 
evidence hearing upon this matter is as follows :—

221. You propose to build ? Yes.
222. What are the extensions required for ? Ifor dormitory accommodation and increased kitchen 
and dining-room accommodation, also a new laundry,
223. Is the dormitory accommodation insufficient for 112 persons ? It is just about full.
224. What is wrong with the kitchen ? It is twenty-six years old, it is too small, and not up to
date.. We cannot do the cooking very well in it. During the last four years the number of 
pupils has increased from seventy-six to 114. .
225. Was that return for the Chief Secretary prepared with reference to the extension ? Yes.
226. How many persons can be seated in the dining-room? I think it is just about comfortably 
full now. My proposal for the addition is to give us room for about 170 pupils in the dining
room. At present the officers have their meals in the dining-room—that is to say, they dine in the 
same room where the children dine, but a little after them. They have their breakfast about the 
same time and tea or dinner at night about the same time. I propose that we should take that table

. out of the dining-room, because, whilst theoretically the officers are supposed to have an oversight 
during the meal hour, practically they do not, and my proposal is that the officers shall have a 
separate dining-room. It will contribute in more ways than one to the comfort and convenience of 
the officers and pupils ; one officer will be detailed to remain on duty whilst pupils are taking their 
meals, to see that they behave properly and that they get enough to eat. We shall perhaps have 
140 children next. year.
227. Do you know that you will get them? Yes; we know of a good many now that are too young.
228. But some of the others will be retiring? We have considered that; but unfortunately the 
retiring children will be very few.
229. Have you had to refuse admission owing to insufficient accommodation? No, and we shall not 
have to do that. We can dismiss some of the elder ones to make room.
230. Have you names on your books that lead you to suppose that you will get the increased number ? 
No ; but we hear of them. Mr. Cooke can tell of a good many in the country.
231. What number will be provided for with the increased accommodation ? About 170 ; an increase
of from seventy to eighty. •
232. That means about 50per cent, more? That is what we are going to arrange for.
233. What sum have you asked for from the Colonial Secretary? £6,000.

, 234. AVhat is the estimated cost ? The architect’s is about £6,000 ; but it will cost more.
235. Have you asked for the whole £6,000 ? Yres. We have spent £47,000 on buildings, and we 
have had only £5,000 from the Government. •

56. There was a credit balance to the building fund on September 30, 1896, 
of £2,348 3s. 8d., which consisted wholly of legacies. 'Without any apparent 
satisfactory reason, and shortly before making their heavy demand upon the Govern- 
nrent, the Directors transferred £2,265 from the amount at credit of the building 
fund to the perpetual subscribers’ fund. If this course had not been adopted the 
building fund would have been in a condition to provide a new kitchen and laundry, 
which are undoubtedly required. The Hon. Secretary’s evidence contains the details 
of this transaction :—

81. What is the amount of your accumulated funds ? When we were making our building up and 
completing it wc had a building fund account into which we used to pay all legacies that were not 
conditional, and we used to transfer periodically any surplus of money from subscriptions at the end

of
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of the year to our building account, to be used for the completion of the building. If you look 
through our reports, you will find that nearly every year we transferred from £100 to £100 or £500 
to that fund. •
82. Tour accumulated funds will be balances to the credit of these various accounts ? Tes.
83. Which consists of these accounts—a balance to the credit of the perpetual subscribers, balance 
to the building account, Spittles’ legacy account, and the blind pupils’ prize account ? Tes; that last 
is the interest on the Spittles’ orphan fund.
81. Tour funds will be these balances less any debit balances on any other fund ? Tes.
85. Have you transferred any sum from the building account back again ? Tes.
86. Why was that done? Because the Committee thought that in our building fund account there 
were several legacies which it was undecided whether they were conditional or not. The Committee 
transferred them because there was a doubt whether they ought to have gone to the building fund, 
and we transferred them back recently.
87. That would have the effect of depleting the building fund to that extent ? Tes.
88. Then I understand that your institution has asked the Government for a grant in aid of the 
building fund;—was that since these re-transfers were made ? Tes; since that we had asked the 
Government to help us—to give us something towards the amount that we had spent.
89. So that if this £2,265 had remained in the building fund it would have shown that you were so 
much less in need of a Government grant? I am pretty well sure that Mrs. Grose’s legacy was a 
conditional one. It is difficult for us to find it out in these cases. This legacy is a pretty old one. 
Latterly wre have been more diligent.
90. Surely there can be no difficulty iu ascertaining the conditions of a legacy? We have had some 
difficulty.
91. These legacies have been in the building fund for years, have they not? Tes; in Mr. Cameron’s 
case it was three years before we got all of his.
92. The effect of the transfer is that the building fund is £2,265 less, and the endowment fund is so 
much the better ? Tes. I think it is a proper thing to have an endowment fund as a provision 
against bad times.
93. These legacies have been deliberately put to the building fund in the past, and afterwards 
transferred ? Our old rule was to do that; now we have passed a new resolution, that all legacies 
of £100 shall go to the perpetual subscribers’ fund.

ii

57. As to the probable additional requirements for pupils, overcrowding in 
the dormitories could be relieved by an arrangement with similar institutions, and 
by a readjustment of the ages at which the elder pupils should he discharged, both 
of which matters are referred to elsewhere in our Report.

_ 58. As evidence that the statement that expenditure upon the buildings of
this institution has been extravagant is justified, your Commissioners submit a 
comparison of its cost with that of a similar establishment which has been erected 
in accordance with modern requirements. The Assistant Government Architect, 
hy request of your Commissioners, has furnished a report on the St. Patrick’s 
Hospital for the Blind at Lewisham, a portion of which has been erected and is in 
operation. The Report states :—

_ In accordance with instructions received from the Chairman of the Boyal Commission on Charities, 
I visited St. Patrick’s Institution for Blind Women and Children at Lewisham, and have the honor to 
submit the following report:—This building was erected in 1896, at a cost of £1,726, and forms the 
northern wing of a proposed block of buildings. Through the courtesy of the architect, Mr. H. E. 
Wardell, I have been allowed to make copies of the plans, which are herewith attached. On these plans, 
the walls of the portion already built are tinted red, and the future extension and completion of the 
building blue. The accommodation provided in the wing now erected is as follows, viz.:—Ground Floor : 
Dining-room, 50' x 19' 6" ; staircase hall, 19' 6" x 18'; day-room, 37' 6’' x 19' 6" ; reception hall, 12' x 6'; 
verandah, kitchen, and laundry. First floor: Dormitory (No. 1), 50' x 19' 6"; dormitory (No. 2), 
37' 6'' x 19' 6" ; sisters’ room, 20' 6'' x 11'; sisters’ room, 11' O" x 9'; lavatory, 2 bath-rooms, and water 
closet. The kitchen, laundry, lavatory, and bathrooms are temporary structures, and are intended to be 
removed when the remainder of the building, as designed, is carried out. The two dormitories on the 
first floor will not, in my opinion, comfortably accommodate more than thirty-five persons, but if the 
large room on the ground floor is used as a dormitory, twenty more could be provided for, making a total 
of fifty-five. This arrangement would not, however, he a satisfactory one, as it would necessitate the 
day-room being utilised also as a dining-room, which I consider is objectionable. The number of inmates 
that can be properly provided for in the present block must, therefore, be taken as only thirty-five, and 
(say) six nurses. This would make the cost of the erection of this portion of the building £49 6s. 3d. 
per head, exclusive of the nursing staff. In the completed building, according to the plans, there are six 
dormitories shown, giving accommodation for 110 inmates, three day-rooms, refectory, two reception 
rooms, seven sisters’ rooms, kitchen, pantries, stores, &c. Bathrooms, lavatories, and water-closets will be 
provided in detached wings entering from the main staircase on each floor. Taking the cost of the present 
portion as a guide, the south wing and centre block should be erected for about £4,774 ; the total cost 
would, therefore, be (say) £6,500. This would make a cost per inmate of £59 Is. 9d. The building is 
well planned; the general arrangement is simple and very satisfactory; the rooms are lofty, well ventilated, 
and lighted. In the design, superfluous ornamentation has been avoided, but a very’ good and pleasing 
architectural effect has been obtained by the careful and artistic grouping of the buildings. The work 
in the portion already erected has been well and faithfully carried out.

59,
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59. As already mentioned, your Commissioners were permitted to inspect this 
institution. The general arrangement of it was excellent,, and the effect upon their 
minds was very pleasing. The architect’s report fully justifies the impression thus 
made, and, it will be seen, states that the total estimated cost of the completed 
buildings will he £6,500, and they will contain provision for 110 inmates, the 
accommodation or bed-cost thus being £59 Is. 9d. per head.

60. The institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind on the Newtown 
Hoad cost nearly £48,000, and as, with 113 pupils, the Directors state that it is 
occupied to its full capacity, the expenditure for accommodation alone has amounted 
to over £430 per pupil.

61. Even making every proper allowance that may be due in consideration of 
the period of its erection, and the difference between the cost of labour and material 
then and now, the figures thus presented do not require any comment to emphasise 
the fact that a large expenditure has been unnecessarily incurred upon the buildings 
of the last-named institution, and that if due economy had been practised in this 
particular its Directors would some years ago have been in a position to forego help 
in any form from the Government, and at the same time to afford the most liberal 
education and treatment to the pupils committed to their charge.

02. With reference to the further reason urged hy the Directors in support 
of their request for a grant of £6,000 for new buildings*—namely, that the probable 
increase of numbers made additional accommodation necessary—their estimate is 
based upon the figures of the past four years, during which, judging from the 
abnormal increase in the number of pupils, special efforts seem to have been made 
to induce parents to send their children to the institution, and on this basis it was 
represented that there had been an “increase of numbers from 76 to 114,” or exactly 
50 per cent.

63. The figures, to be of value, hoAvever, and to make the comparison, fair, 
ought to have extended over a longer period. It should be understood that a general 
annual average percentage of increase has not been accurately placed before the 
Government. It Avill be seen that the figures of 1893, when the number of inmates 
Avas exceptionally low, were selected for comparison with those -of 1897, Avhen the 
number Avas abnormally high. A statement compiled from the Directors’ Annual 
Deports shows that Avith the exception of the year 1897 the general increase during 
the past eight years has been very small, and that in some years during that period 
there was a decrease. The following figures make the matter clear, and indicate 
that the increase since 1889 has been less than 18 per cent. :—

Year. Deaf and Dumb. Blind. Total.
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897

71 25 96
72 24 96
61 24 85
73 23 96
61 15 76
66 19 85
75 16 91
83 22 105
90 23 113

64. It is most unlikely that the abnormal advance in the number of pupils 
during the past two years will be maintained, because all the latest literature on the 
subject of the deaf and dumb and the blind shows that the number of these afflicted 
persons is decreasing in its proportion to the number of the general population, 
Avhile there does not seem to be any source at present from which a large increase 
of pupils can be expected.

65. The total number of blind and of deaf and dumb persons in New South 
Wales under 15 years of age, at the last census, was 194 ; and if those under 7 years, 
at Avhich age children are considered' eligible to be first taught apart from their 
parents, are excluded,' and the fact that other institutions than that on the Newtown 
Iload are now receiving pupils is considered, it will be seen that the number of 
such children in this Colony who are not now being educated must be comparatively

' ' small
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small. As a matter of fact, there are not at present any applications for the 
admission of new pupils; and in view of the provision now existing for the education 
of the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind in the other colonies, it is neither necessary 
nor desirable for the Directors to receive pupils in future from outside New South 
Wales.

66. On all these grounds the recent application to the Government for 
additional funds for building purposes should not, in our opinion, he complied with. 
Your Commissioners have given special prominence to the large cost incurred upon 
buildings, because considerable sums have been thus expended which might, in our 
opinion, have been more properly devoted to ameliorating the condition of the 
indigent deaf and dumb and the blind; and also in order to impress upon any 
organizations that may be entrusted with the expenditure of Government subsidies 
and public subscriptions for philanthropic purposes the necessity for practising 
economy in regard to buildings.

Investments—Lending Money on Mortgage.
67. At the end of last year the accumulated funds of the institution were 

invested as follows :—

Savings Bank of New South Wales, £28,014 4s. 4d.
Government Debentures, £900.
On Mortgages of Beal Estate, £1,176 8s. 5d.

68. In consequence of the Savings Bank authorities having decided that they 
would not retain large sums at interest, the Directors of the Institution for the 
Deaf and Dumb and the Blind determined to increase their mortgages on real estate, 
and to lend money on suburban property at a higher rate of interest. We quote 
the Hon. Secretary’s evidence with reference to this matter : —

250. I think you said that a largs sum of your money, £25,000, was iu the Commercial Bank P Yes.
257. Bor which you get 3 per cent. ? Yes.
258. Binding that a small rate of interest, you are putting it out on real property? Yes.
259. What regulations have you for that? We have no special regulations, but we have the Board 
of Directors. The treasurer, myself, and Mr. Harrison have to supervise investments. We have to 
ho satisfied that they are right before we accept them, and we get a valuation.
260. Is it known that you have money to invest? Ho.
261. How do people come to know it ? It is only during the last six months we have done anything
m that way. Messrs. Iceton and Baithfull have been acting for us, and they have charged us very 
little. !
262. Then you lend out the money through Messrs. Iceton and Baithfull? We have not lent 
through them yet; we have only taken three mortgages. This came about through J. T. Neale’s 
legacy. The executors said that if we liked we could take over some mortgages, and we took £800 
in mortgages. We had the pick of them.
263. How many mortgages have you out ? Bour altogether. The first we had was many years ago. 
A drill instructor was either building or buying a cottage, and we let him have a mortgage on the 
cottage. It has been a most unfortunate speculation for us. The mortgage was effected twelve or 
fourteen years ago, and it is in existence now, except that wc have virtually foreclosed. We are 
receiving the rents.
264. You are not lending anything on station property? No ; on city and suburban property.
265. And on a proper valuation ? Yes.
266. AVhat proportion would you lend on a valuation ? Except in very rare cases, not more than 
half. In this last case we lent two-thirds—£550, at 5 per cent.; and a house, valued by the owner 
at £1,000, and by Bichardson and Wrench at £900; but it happens to be in a very exceptional 
position—it is a choice block of ground.

69. The risk attacked to tbis method of dealing with the capital, arising from 
unforeseen fluctuations in the value of real estate, was pointed out to the hon. secretary, 
and our President recommended that in order to provide in some measure against 
possible loss the Directors should establish a sinking fund with the increased amount 
derived from interest. The hon. secretary thereupon intimated that the Committee 
would at their next meeting consider the question of establishing a fund to provide 
against the depreciation of investments on mortgage by carrying any surplus of interest 
above that allowed by the Savings Bank to a reserve interest account, with a view to 
meet any loss of the capital thus invested. Your Commissioners have been informed 
that the Directors have since adopted the following resolution :—“ Having agreed to 

• lend
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lend certain moneys on mortgage security, it is resolved that from the interest received 
on same an amount equal to the interest allowed hy the Savings Bank be carried to 
income account, and the balance placed to a reserved interest account, with a view 
to meet, should such occur, any loss of the principal sum so invested.”

70. The practice, however, of investing the funds of such institutions on 
mortgage of freehold property is not to be commended; and if it is pursued the 
utmost care should be taken as to the nature and actual value of the securities, and 
the extent to which advances are made upon them. It will he seen from the foregoing 
evidence that a loss was incurred some years ago in connection with the only transac
tion of this cLaracter at that time entered into by the Directors. ,

71. We feel sure that the present Directors will exercise great care in regard 
to the investment of their funds; hut they are not a perpetual Board, and it is possible 
that another Committee, not so competent to deal with this matter, might in their 
desire to obtain higher interest so conduct lending on mortgage that serious loss might 
be the consequence.

72. In view of the possible vicissitudes of investments on mortgage of free
hold property, your Commissioners are of opinion that the Directors should adopt 
the safe plan of investing the whole of their accumulated funds in Government 
Stock.

Audit of Accounts, fyc.
73. Although the accounts of the institution are audited by professional 

accountants, the important duty of checking the collections is performed by the hon. 
treasurer. Without in any way impugning the honesty of the collectors your Com
missioners are of opinion that this duty should be transferred to professional auditors 
otherwise unconnected with the institution. The hon. secretary’s evidence explains 
the present method :—

69. About the accounts, have you had any special subsidy ? The special subsidies were—iu 1871, 
£2,000 for building purposes ; in 1878, £1,000; in 1879, £2,000 ; total, £5,000.
70. Have you a yearly subsidy ? Yes, £150 a year.
71. Has it ever been more than that? No ; at the start it was £100 a year, then £150 a year, then 
£250 a year, and now it is £450 a year. We have received two donations of £200 each for asphalt
ing the footpaths outside the institution. We are not in any municipality; we are a municipality 
to ourselves, and we have not any rates and taxes to pay.
72. These grants were made by the Government? Yes.
73. By whom are the auditors appointed ? By the subscribers at their annual meeting. We generally 
have recognised accountants in the city—anybody we can get.
74. They are not paid ? No. There was another grant of £199. We had dry earth closets, and 
we were told to do away with them, and we had a drain made connecting with the sewer that goes 
into the Prince Alfred Hospital drain. That cost about £200. The Water and Sewerage Board 
wanted to charge rates for it, but we said, “ No ; we object; if you are going to do that, pay us back 
the £199 that we have expended,” and they paid us that sum. It was really a refund.
75. Have the accounts ever been audited by a Government auditor ? They come here to check our
subscriptions. '
76. They see whether you are in a position to claim the subsidy ? Yes ; I think they look through 
our books a little. Mr. McKern was here recently and looked through all our books.
77. They have not gone into matters of expenditure ? No ; an Inspector of Charities, Mr. Robison, 
used to come-and ask about different matters, and so did Mr. Maxted, but they never checked the 
expenditure.
78. What conditions are imposed by the department for getting the subsidy ? We simply send in a
statement that we have received certain sums. .
79. They do not follow that up by any further inquiry ? We send a duplicate slip to the Treasury, 
and they pay the grant in to the account of the institution in the Commercial Bank.
80. And they have no further control ? No. We always make a point of sending the annual report 
to the Colonial Secretary, and we have to furnish returns to several departments.

# * “ * # # * # * *
211. What checks do the auditors apply ? Mr. Cooke has a collecting book. I do not think they 
check every butt, but the treasurer does. He comes every month, and goes through everything.
212. But the auditors do not ? No, they do not check the butts.
213. The real check should be from outside the institution ? Mr. Phillips goes through them very
carefully. '
214. Still he is your own officer ? You can hardly cast suspicion in the matter.
215. I am simply asserting a principle ? No doubt it is a correct principle, but if we had any other 
check \ve should have to pay for it. If the Government would check the accounts of these institu
tions it would be a very good thing.
216. That is the object of my question ? I do not know how they do it in America. There they
give every detail in their report. If they buy a broom it is put down so many cents. They are all 
State institutions there. They send in a report to the State legislature, and say, “ We want 250,000 
dollars,” and the money is put on the Estimates and voted. 217.
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217. The check which you rely on chiefly is that of Mr. Phillips ? Tes. I used to do it at one time, 
hut it became a serious task. I used to go through every butt, but when you collect a sum of 2s. 6d. 
or 7s. Gd. in the country we do not put that in the butt; we do not profess to give receipts for sums 
under 5s. •

i^as an^ co^ec^or ever aPProl>r^ec^ any money collected? Tes; a collector whom we
had before Mr. Cooke came.
219. How did he manage to do it ? He did not fill out the butts, and did not put the amounts in his
sheets. '
220. Did you have butts ? Tes ; and I checked them, but I did not check them sufficiently. The 
Committee had the man before them, and he promised to repay the amount, and lest the interests of 
the institution should suffer by publicity we did not say much about it. We took from him promissory 
notes for the amount, but they were never met. He did good work ; he brought in a lot of children 
and a good amount of money. He worked hard. His deficiency amounted to about £200.

74. It will thus be seen that although some years ago the collection books 
were checked hy the hon. secretary, a fraud to the estent of £200 was discovered to 
have been perpetrated by a former collector, and that it does not appear to be the 
practice to give receipts for subscriptions under 5s. It is, consequently, not possible 
to check, by means of the receipt butts, these small sums, which are numerous and 
reach a considerable amount in the aggregate. The principle of giving receipts 
for all collections is a sound one, and should be adopted, as the existing method 
affords facilities for misappropriation which it would be very difficult to detect. Its 
adoption would also be more satisfactory to the collectors, as well as to the public.

Non-payment of School Fees.
75. With regard to the payment of fees for the children, the practice hitherto 

has resulted in heavy losses to the institution. It has been the custom to occasionally 
write off arrears, and large sums appear to have been thus sacrificed, some of which 
could have been obtained if more earnest efforts had been made to recover them. 
Seeing that this institution is largely supported both by the Government and the public, 
and that although its objects are educational, it is practically a charitable institution 
also, those parents who, there is reason to believe, can pay but will not, should be dealt 
with more severely as defaulting debtors.

76. The evidence disclosed that at the end of December, 1897, the amount due 
to the institution for arrears of fees was £1,946 18s. 10d., that only £1,038 3s. 6d. 
was regarded as recoverable, and that about £920 had already been written off as 
bad debts.

77. It was elicited that several comparatively well-to-do parents were among 
these debtors. The committee have made it a rule not to issue summonses 
for the recovery of arrears. No valid reason was given for the adoption of such a 
rule,, and owing to its existence the institution must have been deprived of a 
considerable portion of its revenue, as it is not difficult to understand that parents 
who do not desire to pay soon become aware of any loophole of escape from their 
liability to do so. A grave responsibility rests upon the Directors in regard to the 
recovery .of these fees. The form of security which they have provided for admitting 
pupils stipulates that fees shall be paid in advance, “half-yearly or quarterly (as most 
convenient), ’.and that parents or guardians shall also provide the children’s clothing. 
If these conditions had been carried out in their integrity, when practicable, there 
can be no doubt that many losses which have fallen upon the Institution through 
neglect to give effect to them, would have been prevented. .

78. The question was raised as to whether the nominal amount of the
standard fee fixed by the committee for private pupils, namely, £40 a year, with 
an additional charge for clothing^ was sufficient in the case of wealthy people. It 
was admitted that, including the actual cost of maintenance, education, and interest 
upon capital, the expense to the State and the institution per capita was about 
£50 10s. a year. The Honorary Secretary expressed the opinion that, inclusive of 
all incidental charges, it would be fair to fix the standard rate at £55 a year for those 
who were able to pay it:— .

248. Our great object here is to see whether the funds of the institution are economically managed, 
nnd, of course, the great test will be as to the cost. It appears to me that the cost per pupil, as far 
as the staff is concerned, is £21 6s.; for provisions per pupil, about £14 10s.; that is, £35 16s., 
and the interest on the debt, reckoned at per cent., estimated at £48,000, would be £1,680, which 
would have to be divided amongst 113 pupils; that would come to about £15 per head; so that each pupil

costs
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costs the State and the institution about £50 10s. a year, and you get fees that would average about 
£10 13s. per head, bringing down the actual cost to £37 17s. per head ? Yes. In some American 
institutions it costs £30 apart from the staff. I have an impression that the cost of the education 
of the deaf and dumb and blind here averages about the same as it is in America. I am sorry to say 
that I have lost the book that I had which gave the cost per head in dollars at about thirty institutions in 
America. I think it was from £38 to £60 per annum.
249. Do they include the cost of the buildings ? I do not know whether they do. _
250. Do you think that £50 10s. per annum per child is a reasonable cost ? I think, considering 
the nature of the institution and the education given, that it is.
251. You tell us that there are some children here of wealthy people ? Yes.
252. Then, according to that, they are paying too little ? Yes ; 1 think they are charged too little. 
They could not put their children to the ordinary boarding schools at a charge of less than £40 or 
£50 per year.
253. Then do you not think it would be a fair thing to charge them at least £55 a year ? It would.
"VVe consider that the subscribers to the institution contribute something in that way. . _
254. You are taking them at the expense of both the State and the institution ;—do you not think it 
will be wise to revise your charges in view of that ? I do not think we should get the money. Only 
a small minority pay up the full rate.

79. The existing maximum rate is about equal to the expense of education 
and maintenance in cognate American institutions, which are administered wholly 
from State funds, and where the methods of management and instruction are similar 
to those adopted in New South Wales; and as a fairer comparison it may also he 
mentioned that in other colonies where the general conditions are similar to those 
prevailing in New South Wales, and where the institutions are also managed hy 
voluntary bodies hy means of public subscriptions, State subsidies, and pupils’ pay
ments, the standard fees are about the same in amount as those fixed in this Colony.

80. The returns of last year show that any increase of the fees to be fixed as a 
standard would probably not, in the great majority of cases, be attended with any 
considerable increase of revenue. The parents and relatives of the children, as a rule, 
appear to be in poor circumstances, and the fees actually received consequently ranged 
from as low as £1 a year upward. There were altogether 118 pupils in the Institution 
during 1897. Of these 2 paid under £1 (for clothing only) ; 24 paid from £1 to*£5 ; 
20 from £5 to £10 ; 12 from £10 to £15 ; 3, £15 to £20 ; 4, £20 to £25 ; 1, £25 to 
£30; 1, £35 to £40 ; 2, £40 to £45; and 3 paid from £45 to £50 each. There were 
thus 72 pupils under arrangement with parents for payment, and the total amount 
received (£735 12s. 2d.) did not average more than £10 4s. 4d. per head of paying 
pupils. There were in addition during the same period 27 children maintained at the 
expense of the Government of New South Wales at a capitation charge of £36 per 
annum, and 3 at the cost of the Tasmanian Government at the same rate, while 16 
parents did not contribute anything.

81. Finally, with reference to the matter of fees, it appears that the efforts of 
the Committee should rather be directed towards compelling parents to fulfil their 
obligations under existing arrangements, so far as they are able to do so, than to the 
consideration of the question of increasing the standard amount.

16

Children paid for hy the Government, 8fc.
82. The arrangement with regard to the charges for children whose parents 

should be classed as destitute does not appear to be adjusted on any logical basis. 
For example, the twenty-seven children for whom the New South Wales Government 
paid £36 a year, and the sixteen who were not paid for at all, so far as could be 
ascertained, belong to the same class ; and it therefore seems obvious either that the 
former ought to be received as free pupils or the latter should be made a charge 
against the State. Otherwise the classification of these children is not equitable, as 
the first section are practically classified as State paupers, and the second as pupils 
sent in by their relations.

83. In the opinion of your Commissioners, a better way to deal with this
matter would be to confine Government payments to children who are, before their 
admission into the Institution, made wards of the State under the State Children’s 
Relief Act. They would then be under the legal control of the State Children’s 
Relief Board, which stands in loco parentis to the dependent children of the Colony 
who are maintained from the Consolidated Revenue. All other non-paying inmates 
should be maintained by the Institution, in accordance with the provisions made 
by the Directors for that purpose. 84.
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84. The increase in the number of children paid for wholly at the Government 
cost has been singularly rapid during the past sis years as is shown in the following 
table:—

School Pees.

Year. '
From pupils 

including 
clothing 

repayments.

From
New South 

Wales
Government.

From
Queensland

Government.

From
Tasmanian

Government.

From
Hew Zealand 
Government.

Total.

£ £ £ £ £ £
1891 ......................................... 780 24? 432 246 80 1,785
1892 ................ .. 741 325 393 183 84 1,726
1893 ............................ 567 349 500 104 1,520
1894 ....................................... 604 336 96 1,036
1895 ............................ 613 480 108 £201
1896 ........................................ 719 551 108 £378
1897 ............................. 708 718 79 £505

There has thus been an increase of over 100 per cent, in the amount of these 
fees since 1894.

_ 85. The Committee, as a part of their system, admit a number of destitute Directors’
children free of charge; and it will he seen that the increase in the number paid 
for by the Government was coincident with the withdrawal of large payments '
from the other colonies, from one of which (Queensland) no less than £1,325. was 
received in school fees during the three years ending September 30th, 1893, while 
from Tasmania and New Zealand in the same time pupils’ fees amounting to £697 
were received; the total amount thus obtained being £2,022.

. 86. A misapprehension may be created by the evidence of the Hon. Secretary
with reference to the children received under payment from the Government:—

243. Are the children for whom the Government pay £36 a year sent here by the State Children’s 
Eelief Board ? Tes ; they all come through them now*, and they recommend the payment. We do 
not put. every child on the Government; we educate some free. Of course, owing to the pressure 
of the times, we are obliged now to ask the Government to pay more than we otherwise should ask 
them to pay.
244. What we want to get at is how those children come here who are sent by the State Children’s 
Eelief Board ? They are responsible for them to a certain estent; they help us very much. Last 
year we had five, and we could not tell where their fathers and mothers were. The Board took 
them away to Mittagong, and sent them back to us in splendid health. We sent them away 
fagged out with hard work in the middle of December, and got them back in February in good health.
245. So that your children who have no home to go to are taken away ? They oblige us by taking some.
246. Do the children get free passes to Mittagong ? Yes.
247. This institution is not charged for them in any way? No; the Colonial Secretary’s Depart
ment is, I think. We get free passes, which we change for tickets.

87. It is stated in this evidence that children paid for by the Government 
(who are admitted mainly upon the application of the Committee) are all sent to the 
institution by the State Children’s Relief Board, which implies that they were already 
wards of that body, and consequently State children, when they were admitted. With 
several exceptions these pupils are not under the control of the State Children’s Relief 
Board, nor is the latter responsible for their admission. The custom is either for the 
authorities of the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind to bring the cases 
under the notice of the Government in the first instance and request payment for 
them, or, very rarely, for parents themselves to make direct applications to the Chief 
Secretary.

88. The expense of maintaining and educating these pupils is not defrayed 
from the fund voted by Parliament for the service of the State Children’s Relief 
Department, but from the vote for the maintenance of destitute women and children
in asylums. The applications are forwarded to the Director of Government Asylums .
for his report, and upon his recommendation the children are admitted at the Govern
ment cost, or rejected. The error referred to has doubtless arisen from the fact that 
the Director of Asylums is the official who as boarding-out oflOLcer also legally 
administers the State Children’s Relief ’Act,, under which the State Children’s 
Relief Board is an honorary board of advice. The point at issue is of some 
importance, because it affects the legal and social status of a large section of these 
children, who are really under the legal control of their own parents, instead of the 
organization which governs the pauper children of this Colony.

*15—D Religious
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Religious Classification.
Directors’ 89. Your Commissioners briefly refer to the religions classification of the

Report, 1897. children for the purpose of making a suggestion, which, if carried into effect, will 
ease the strain upon the accommodation of the institution now and in the future. The 
inmates are broadly classified as “ Protestant ” and “ Roman Catholic,” and in the 
latter section there were during the year ending September 30, 1897, only 13 deaf- 
mutes and 4 blind children. The small number of Roman Catholic inmates is 
doubtless to some extent due to the operations of the institutions at Lewisham and 
Waratah, which are referred to in this report, and which carry on the education 
of the deaf and dumb and of the blind, with methods of instruction similar to those 
adopted at the Newtown Road institution.

90. Your Commissioners see no reason why the Roman Catholic children in 
the latter institution should not be transferred to the institutions at Lewisham and 
Waratah, subject to arrangement with the Church authorities, and to the consent of 
parents; nor why any other such children, for whose admission application may' 
be made to the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind, or who may 
come under the control of the State Children’s Relief Board, should not be 
similarly dealt with. It does not seem that any reasonable objection can be 
made to this proposal, and any principle involved in it is clearly recognised in 
the regulation made under the State Children’s Relief Act, which provides that, 
when practicable, all State children shall be boarded out with guardians of their own 
faith. We are also aware that the Board administering that Act endeavours to 
carry the regulation to its logical conclusion by permitting Roman Catholic 
guardians to send children to schools of their own denomination.

Children from other Colonies.
91. Under the rules of the institution children may be received from other 

colonies, subject to payment of school and maintenance charges by their respective 
Governments, or by parents, and this arrangement has been taken advantage of in a 
number of cases in which it was not possible for children to receive instruction 
in their own colonies. It is not necessary to continue this practice. In New 
Zealand, Victoria, South Australia, and Queensland, provision has been made for the 
instruction of deaf mutes and the blind; and Western Australia has a school for 
instructing the deaf and dumb, so that there is no necessity for the New South 
Wales institution to extend its operations beyond the boundary of this Colony.

477-8, 92. Due care appears to have been taken to prevent arrears of fees accruing
Cooke, either under a Government guarantee of payment, or from parents in other colonies. 

With the exception of a few small amounts due from parents who had undertaken 
to bear the cost of clothing in addition to the usual school charges, all fees due 
beyond the limits of this Colony have been paid, and there has not been any loss 
worth mentioning under this heading. ’

93. It appears to your Commissioners that the rule for returning children to 
the colonies in which they should properly he domiciled has hitherto not been 
adhered to with sufficient strictness. Two girls belonging to Tasmania, discharged 
from this institution to the Institution for the Blind at Strathfield, have, in 
consequence of the action of the authorities of the latter institution, been main
tained at the public cost since 1896. It also seems from the evidence of the Hon.

Robinson Secretary, that there is a distinct tendency on the part of pupils from abroad who 
o mson. pave peen educated or trained here to drift back again, and become a charge upon 

the State. •
94. The evidence of the Superintendent relates one glaring case of this kind, 

which will be found more fully referred to in the division of this report which deals 
with the Industrial Blind Institution at Woolloomooloo, and there do not appear 
to be any reliable data for ascertaining how many such cases have occurred :—

385. Do you find the ex-inmates from the other colonies when they have left this institution have a 
tendency to return to this Colony ? I have noticed that in a few cases ; hut this arose, as far as I 
could judge, from the fact that here there may be openings for work which they had not in Tasmania. 
Dor instance, in Tasmania, which is a little backward in that respect, we have found a few blind who 
were very glad to come back here in the hope of getting something to do ; but I think, with that 
exception, there is not any special inducement to them to return.

386.
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38G. You do not think they do that to any great extent ? No.
387. It might be a serious matter to this Colony if they did it to any great extent ? I do not think 
they do. I could only name three or four who have returned who I thought should have stayed in 
their own colony; but on inquiring into their cases I have felt that, labouring under so many disad
vantages, in Tasmania, they could hardly do anything else than come back to earn a livelihood.
388. Are you aware whether any of those people who came back became a charge on the State, either
wholly or partially ? Yes ; I fear that the last one who came over from Tasmania, * # *
will become a burden on the State. He was educated here. I advised him as strongly as I could. 
He wrote to me for money, but I sent him none. His wife came, and I had to give her a little ; but 
it was merely out of pity for her, and not as an inducement to return here.
389. You say that he and his family are likely to become a charge on the State ? I understood from 
her letter that he was a much better worker than he turned out to be. I have heard that he is 
rather incapable and lazy.
390. Is he in town ? He was in the Blind Asylum at Woolloomooloo, but he left there.
391. Have they children? Yes; I think one or two.

This man now begs on the streets of Sydney, and draws rations from the Benevolent 
Asylum.

95. Apart from the economic aspect of this matter, it is most undesirable 
on social grounds that these afflicted persons should he encouraged, or even permitted, 
to settle in New South Wales from elsewhere. In several of the other colonies the 
laws prohibit the immigration of the indigent blind and deaf and dumb in common 
with other destitute classes under a heavy penalty; hut no such law exists in this 
Colonv.v

19 '

Suggested Amendments.
96. In connection with the investigation recently held into the management 

of the Institution for the Blind at Strathfield, it was suggested in the evidence then 
taken that there should he an amalgamation of the management of that institution, 
the Sydney Industrial Blind Institution, and the New South Wales Institution for 
the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind. The latter institution, however, is mi generis ; 
it is altogether so distinct from the others both in regard to its prime objects and 
general operations that the question of its amalgamation with them need not he 
considered, as it would he neither practicable nor desirable. It is only referred to 
here because it was seriously discussed hy several of the witnesses at the inquiry 
referred to, and in order that the opinion of your Commissioners with reference to 
it may he recorded.

97. Our recommendations in regard to the institutions dealt with in this 
Beport will he found on pages 32 to 34.

SYDNEY INDUSTRIAL BLIND INSTITUTION, BOOMERANG-STREET.
Its Eoundation and Objects.

98. The foundation of this institution was due to a bequest of £5,000 from Mr. 
John William Wood, to provide a building “ for the use of poor blind persons,” and 
the building, which is erected on a site granted hy the Government at the corner of 
William and Boomerang streets, was opened in 1879. Its objects, as first set forth 
in the rules, were “ to furnish to the industrious among the blind efficient instruc
tion in work, convenient rooms for working in, materials with which to work, and 
a place in which the work may advantageously be displayed and disposed of.”

Mode oe Government.
99. The institution, which until two years ago admitted men only, hut since

then has also received women as pupils, is governed by a Board of Directors, who are 
annually elected by the subscribers, and there is also a ladies’ committee, appointed 
hy the Directors, the functions of which are to see that the institution is kept in a 
state of cleanliness, consider applications for increases of wages from the female 
workers, and generally to deal with matters specially affecting the women. There 
are several life members, whose qualification is a subscription of £10 or upwards, 
and whose privilege consists of two more votes than the ordinary subscribers of one 
guinea possess. .

Absence oe Government Supervision.
100. Although it is the largest contributor to the funds, the Government 

exercises no supervision over management.
Official
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Official Staff.
101. The official staff consists of a manager, who is assisted by three sighted 

instructors of the blind, and there are also a clerk, a collector, saleswoman, carter, 
and assistant. It appears to be efficient, and the salaries are not excessive.

Wokkers.
102. The workers, male and female, reside outside the premises, either in their 

own homes, with friends, or in boarding-houses approved by the management. The 
principal occupations taught are mat-making, matting, brush and broom making, 
basket, and wicker chair making, chair-caning, netting, and halter-making. The 
ages of admission are nominally fixed at from 11 to 10 years, but in special cases 
inmates are received up to 15 years.

• Library and Amusements.
103. There is a library attached to the institution, but it appears to be seldom 

used. It is stated that among the forty workers hardly one book a week is taken out, 
one reason for this being that because of their industrial occupations their touch 
becomes so blunted that it is very difficult for them to read the Braille type. 
These workers also do not seem to care for amusements provided for them. The

759 to 764, committee, for example, subscribed to give them annual picnics. On the first 
Hedger, occasion ten inmates came out of thirty-four, and on the following year seventeen 

attended. On another occasion the President sent twenty tickets for a public enter
tainment, and only four were used.

20

Financial .
’Revenue, Cost of Management, Buildings, Payments to Workers, Sfc.
101. The institution is supported by means of voluntary contributions, State 

subsidies, payments from Government towards maintenance of probationers, and 
interest on investments. The revenue account for the year ending 31st December, 
1897, shows the total receipts to have been £5,912 15s. 6d., but excluding legacies 
and donations received and invested, sums withdrawn from invested funds, and 
cash balance brought forward from 1896, the actual working income amounted to
£1,810 11s. 8d. This sum is made up as follows :—

£ s. d.
Sale of goods... ... ... ... ... ... 2,999 6 9
Subsidy received in 1897 on account of 1896 ... 972 9 0
General subscriptions ... ... ... ...
Allowance from Government towards maintenance

672 1 11

of probationers ... ... ... ... ... 99 8 11
Interest ... ... ... ... ... 96 9 1
Other items ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 19 0

105. The actual cost of working the institution during 1897 was 
or £98 10s. 9d. less than the working revenue.

£4,742 3s. lid.,

106. The items of expenditure were :— £ s. d.
Material purchased ... ... ... .. . 1,491 16 8
Wages to the blind ... :.. ... ... 1,460 11 6
Working probationers’allowances ... ... 130 18 4

(of which the Government contributed £99 
addition to the usual subsidy).

8s. lid., in

Salaries to officers and teachers ... ... ... 767 12 6
Freight and van-hire ... ... ... ... 126 16 5
Discount and allowances ... ... ... ... 85 10 3
Commission to officers on sales' ... ... ... 142 11 0
Travelling expenses of collectors... ... ... 109 7 6
Labour and cleaning institution ... ... ... 68 14 0
Printing, stationery, and advertising ... ... 81 8 1
Commission to collectors ... ... ... ... 66 6 4
Buildings and repairs ... ... ... ... 55 9 1
Fuel and light ... ... ... ... ••• 40 2 11
And there are minor items amounting to ... 114 19 4

107.
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107. The following table shows for the past six years the variation which has 
taken place in the revenue from the main sources; the amounts paid to the workers 
in the institution, and the cost of the staff. It will he noticed that whereas in 1892 
the workers received an amount in excess of the sum derived from the sale of goods, 
the.amount paid to them in 1897 was only slightly over one-half of the cash sales. 
The increased cost of the staff is due mainly to the appointment in 1896 of an In
structor in brush making, which industry was commenced in that year:—

21

Government Payments.
Amounts paid

Year. V ohmtary 
Contributions. Subsidy.

Probationers’
maintenance

allowance.

Total received 
from

Government.

Cash for 
goods sold.

ta Workers 
as wages and 
allowances.

Cost of 
Staff.

£ £ £ £ £ £ £

1892 .................. 1,124 1,283 1,283 1,325 1,434 756

1893 .................. 1,226 790 790 1.712 1,376 741

1891 .................. 639 995* 8 1,003 2,011 _ 1,188 747

1895 .................. 579 958 . 63 1,021 2,451 1,270 748

1896 .................. 612 758 32 790 2,519 1,381 943

1897 ................ 672 962 99 1,061 2,999 1,591 976

Falling off in Subscriptions.

108. It will he noticed that the contributions from the public in 1893 were
£1,226; in 1894, £639; 1895, £579 ; 1896, £612 ; and in 1897, £672. '

109. It is difficult to fully account for the reduction which has taken place, 
as there is no reason to suppose there has been lack of energy on the part of 
the collector, who, in addition to a salary, receives a commission of 10 per cent. 
It appears, however, that in connection with this institution, as with the Institution 
for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind, the country districts have not been so 
thoroughly canvassed for collections as they might have been. The institution does 
not appear to have suffered much pressure from want of funds at any time, and it 
will be seen that the Government has been liberal in regard to the subsidies.

110. Eormerly the secretary was collector also, but the committee have recently 
recognised the desirability of making additional efforts to obtain direct subscriptions 
from the public, as they have decided that the collector shall devote his whole time 
to that duty in future. The evidence of the manager shows that the collector’s 
efforts in the country have, owing to his secretarial duties, been restricted to very 
short trips, but that he is now beginning to visit more remote districts.

111. It would be well for the committee to consider the advisability of obtain
ing voluntary help in this direction. With the additional time.now at his disposal, it 
should not be difficult for the collector, during his circuit of the Colony, to organise 
local agencies in the larger centres of population by whose efforts the funds might 
be largely augmented.

Manufacturing Account.

112. A manufacturing account is presented in the balance-sheet, which 
appears from the evidence of the manager to be made up on an entirely wrong basis, 
and this officer states that “ the auditor has called attention to that very point.”

113. The charges against this account, mentioned in the Annual Report of 
the year 1897, amount to £8,897 10s. 7d., including £1,460 11s. 6d. wages to blind 
workers, and £1,491 16s. 8d. for materials purchased. The account is not debited 
with any portion of the cost of supervision and other items, which, it has been 
admitted in evidence, should be included, to show properly the loss on manufacturing.

Accumulated

Hedger,
802-804.

Hedger,
796-799.

699 fco 703, 
Hedger.
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717, 719, 
Hedger.

659
Hedger.

720-3,
Hedger.

809 to 821, 
Hedger.

698, Hedger.

704 to 709, 
Hedger.

22

Accumulated Funds.
114. The endowment fund, which consists of bequests, stood at £3,320 

10s. 10d., on 31st December, and the amount was deposited at interest as follows :—
£ s. d.

Savings Bank of New South Wales... ... ... 480 0 0
New South Wales Government Savings Bank ... 2,780 .10 10 
Bank of New South Wales ... ... ... ... 60 0 0

115. A bequest under Mrs. Hunter Baillie’s will should he received shortly. 
The amount will not he less than £8,000, and may he £10,000.

Cost of Fuildings.
116. The present buildings have cost, approximately, £9,500; and an addition 

is being made at a cost of £2,500, which will be named the “ Stephen Memorial Wing,” 
as a tribute to the memory of the late Sir Alfred Stephen, to whom, after the founder, 
the initiation of the institution was mainly owing, and who was the president from 
the time of its foundation until his death. This addition is intended for workshops, 
dining-room, and store, and it is considered that for. these purposes the building is a 
costly one. When providing for an addition upon this expensive scale, the Committee 
were doubtless actuated by a desire to make it harmonise with the main building.

117. There is at present practically no building fund. Therefore, unless there 
is a generous response from the public on this account the cost of the additions will 
have to be met from the general funds.

Suitability of Premises and Site. '
118. The premises were erected with the intention of making the establishment 

partially a residential one, and the manager states that, no doubt, had the Committee 
then anticipated the use to which it was subsequently put it would have been built 
on a different plan. As a workshop it is an expensive structure.

119. The evidence shows, however, that the site is considered a suitable one; 
and though some years ago the Committee had under consideration the question of 
renting a shop in the city at which to dispose of their goods, that proposal was aban
doned in favour of altering the front portion of the present building to form a shop. 
This plan was acted upon, and the change resulted in a large increase in the sale of 
goods.

Sick Fund.
120. There is a Sick Eund for the benefit of the workers, which at the end of 

1897 showed a credit balance of £130 3s. 8d.; and it is stated that under the scale of 
distribution the fund is increasing. Contributions, which are optional, are made at 
the rate of Is. a month by the men and 8d. by the women; and these payments are 
supplemented by equal amounts from the general funds of the institution.

121. Only about half the number of inmates contribute to this fund. The 
benefits derived from it are an allowance of 15s. a week in the case of men, and 10s. 
in the case of women, extending over thirty days in the aggregate during the year, 
after which cases of sickness are specially considered, and the allowance fixed by 
the trustees of the fund. The sick also receive medical attendance and medicines 
free of charge.

Destitute Workers, Fund.
122. There has also been a Destitute Workers’ Eund during the past two 

years, maintained by public subscriptions, at which there was a credit balance on 
31st December last of £14 19s. This fund is utilised when additional assistance is 
required by the workers.

123. The payments to inmates from the Destitute Workers’ Eund during the 
past two years have not amounted to more than £20, so that there has, altogether, 
been only £34 19s. contributed to it.

Audit of Accounts and Valuation of Stock.
124. The accounts are audited by a paid auditor, appointed by the Committee;

but the goods in stock at the end of each year are valued by the officers of the 
institution. We have no reason to suppose that a fictitious value is put upon them; 
out, as a matter of business, there should be an independent valuation of the stock 
for the information of the Committee and the public. Einancial
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Financial Comparison with kindred Institutions.

125. While dealing with the question of finance, a comparison between the 
operations of the South Australian institution with those of the kindred institutions 
of New South Wales and Victoria, during 1897, will he interesting, as showing that 
the contention of your Commissioners that direct aid from State funds is calculated 
to largely restrict the generous benevolence of the public appears to be sustained. 
The following return is instructive on this point:—

Sydney, 1897—
42 workers.

Melbourne, 1897— 
50 workers, 

t
Adelaide, 1897—

41 workers.•r4*

£ £ £

Goods sold... ... ... ... ... ... 2,999 3,773 2,851
General subscriptions ... ... ............. G72 *1,533 1,492
Government subsidy ... ... ... ... 972 2,000 Nil.
Material purchased ... ... ... ... 1,491 2,086 1,531
Value of stock and material on hand ... ... 895 2,173 1,680
Wages and allowances paid to blind ............. 1,591 1,705 1,828

* Includes £197 received from Municipal Councils, so that the voluntary subscriptions amounted to £1,336. 
t Also a residential school for children. $ This Institution has also a Home Teaching Branch. *

126. The most prominent features of this return are that, in the very much 
smaller community of South Australia, where there is no Government subsidy, the 
voluntary contributions exceeded the amount thus raised in Victoria by £156, and 
in New South Wales by £820; while the Victorian Government gave a subsidy of 
£2,000, and the New South Wales Government granted £972. In South Australia 
the amount of the subscriptions is largely due to the efforts of the voluntary 
collectors ; to the large number of the subscribers ; and to the thorough canvass of 
the country as well as the metropolitan districts. It is only fair, however, to say 
that in South Australia there has been only one institution for the blind for which 
subscriptions have been collected, while in New South Wales there have been three 
institutions to collect for.

Payments to Workers, &c.
127. The method of dealing with the learners is as follows :—When they enter 

they are expected to work for three months without wages, or support of any kind 
from the institution if they have friends able to pay for their hoard and lodging. 
After that period 10s. a week is paid during the first year of employment, 12s. 6d. 
per week during the second year, and 15s. a week during the third year. During 
the fourth year the amount paid is according to the work done, with a bonus of 5s. 
a week in addition. During the fifth year the payment is the same, except that the 
bonus is reduced to 2s. 6d.

. 128. The instruction term is nominally five years, but it is regulated according
to circumstances. When a learner has attained a sufficient degree of efficiency in 
trades other than basket-making he may be advanced one or more years, and thus 
placed in a position to earn full wages before the expiration of the full period. After 
five years a worker is supposed to have learnt his trade, and to be able to earn a 
living, and he may then be required to leave the institution. The committee may, 
however, retain him for a longer period, in which case he is paid by piece-work at 
rates regulated by the committee.

129. In cases of destitute persons without friends, special allowances of money 
are made by the institution to help them over the time of their probation; and 
when probationers are admitted on the order of the Government the latter pays them 
15s. a week during the first three or four months and supplements by 5s. the 10s. 
paid to them by the institution for the following nine months, at the end of which 
time the Government contribution ceases. 130.

Hedger,
617-629.

Hedger,
623-629.
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130. The following return shows the average weekly wages and allowances 
received by the workers from 1st July to 31st December, 1897, and the number of 
years they have been employed at the institution :—

Trade.
1 Time in 
| Institution.

Average 
Weekly Pay

ments for 
work done.

Additional 
amount 

granted by 
Institution.

Amount 
granted by 

Grovernment.

r
Total average'

Weekly j
Payments. '

I yrs. mtlis.
£ s. d. £ e. d. £ s. d.

£ s. d. |

Basket-maker

Basket and bed 
Basket-maker

aker

55

?»

Bed-maker
Mat-maker
Matting-maker
Mat-maker

55
Chair-caner
Brush-maker
Basket-maker

55
55

Mat-maker
55

Matting-maker

Chair-caner
Brush-maker

55

55

Probationer—mat maker

Men.

6 2 
14 8 ;
13 8
17 0 :
13 10 
11 2 
12 2
14 4 
10 2 
10 2

7 2 ■
3 7 |

13 2 ■
9 0 |
8 4 !
8 7 ,

11 7
14 8 

6 0 
0 2
0 G 
2 0
4 0
8 2 : 
3 4
5 4 ,
3 0 .
2 0 !
1 9 
1 0 
1 8

12 3
1 0 
0 6 
1 3
1 0

1 G 0 
15 6 
1 5 3 
15 3 
13 4 
13 0 
110 
1 0 0 
0 18 0 
0 16 0 
0 15 0 
0 13 3 
119 
110 
I. 2 0 
0 18 0 
0 17 , 3 
0 14 0 
0 12 9 
0 7 0 
0 4 0 
0 8 6 
0 11 0 
0 9 6 
0 15 0 
0 11 0 
0 15 0 
0 11 4 
0 12 6 
0 5 3 
0 9 6 
0 7 6 
0 7 0 
0 9 0 
0 7 3 
0 13 3

0 5 0

0 5 6
0 6 0
0 4 0
0 1 6
0 5 6

0 4 0

0 1 2

0 4 9
0 5 6
0 2 6
0 3 0
0 1 0
0 2 9
0 i 9

0 5 0

0 5 0
0 4 0

0 14 0

Piece-worker.
55
55

* ...

•jfc
*0 18 3

55

55

55

*
0 12 6 
0 10 0 
0 12 6 
0 12 6 

*0 15 0 
*0 15 0 
0 15 0 

*0 15 0 
*0 12 6 
*0 12 6 
*0 15 0 
0 15 0 
0 15 0 

*0 14 0 
*0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 15 0 
0 14 0

55
55

Left institution. •
55 
5 5

Now receives 15s.

Exceptional case.

Left institution.

Women.

Brush-maker ... 2 0 0 7 6 0 5 0 1 .......... *0 12 6
2 0 0 8 6 0 4 0 I .......... *0 12 6

Brush-maker, &c... 2 0 0 8 0 0 4 6 1 .......... *o 12 6
55 1 6 0 7 6 0 2 6 ' .......... *0 10 0
55 • • • 2 0 0 6 6 0 3 6 | ..........1 *0 10 0

* Keceived a small sum for over-time.

131. This table indicates that only 11 of the 36 men working at the institution 
are earning sufficient to enable them to live with even moderate comfort, and their 
wages vary from £l upwards, the maximum payment being £1 6s. a week. The 
earnings of 15 were from 11s. to 18s. weekly; 8 earned from 7s. to 9s. 6d. ; 1 
earned 4s., and another 5s. 3d. a week. Subsidies wrere allowed in 15 cases by the 
institution, and in 3 of these additionally by the Government, but only in 1 such 
instance did the total reach as much as 18s. 3d. a week; in 8 it was 15s. a week; 
in 5, 12s. 6d.; and in 3 as low as 10s. Seventeen of these workers are stated to 
have received small sums for overtime, but these amounts have been so small as 
to be hardly worth mentioning.

132. There are 5 women employed whose term of service thus far varies from
eighteen months to two years—1 has earned 6s. 6d. a week ; 2, 7s. 6d.; 1, 8s.; 1, 
8s. 6d. They all receive subsidies from the institution, but in no instance has their 
income exceeded 12s. 6d. weekly on the average. 133.
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133. The hours of labour are 8 daily in the summer, and 7^ iu winter for men ;
and 7i in the summer and in winter for women, except on Saturdays, when both 
work hours. 1 "

134. Pive of the men are married, and 9 live with relatives. One of the 6 
women lives with her mother. All the others, men and women, have to pay for 
their board and lodging and clothing from their earnings.

/-35- A further analysis of the figures shows that one worker has been 17 years 
at the institution, 3 have been there over 14 years, 3 over 13, 2 over 12, 2 over 11, 2 
over 10, 1 over 9, 3 over 8, 1 over 7, 2 over 6, and 1 over 5 years. Thus 21 have 
remained at the institution over the 6-year period, which is supposed to he sufficient 
to qualify them to earn a livelihood outside; and there were 20 there on the 31st 
December, who had not completed, that term.

. 136. It has been stated in evidence that a higher rate is paid to these blind
piece-workers than the rates usually paid to sighted men in factories; but that an 
ordinary seeing workman will do as much work as two or three blind people, and 
that the latter could not, if working on their own account, complete the finishing 
stTv aS We^ as see^I1& workmen. It was also stated by one of the teachers that a 
‘‘blind man may often have to undo some of his work,” and “that an intelligent 
sighted workman who “makes a mistake can see it; but a blind man goes on until it 
is pointed out to him.”

137. It is admitted that there have been a good many workers who were not 
competent to acquire much knowledge of any trade, and that in their case 
particularly there has been great waste of material in addition to the cost of 
teaching and maintaining them.

. 138. There has further to be considered in connection with this matter the
inherent disability of the blind in competition with seeing workers ; also that waste 
of materials by the blind is much greater than by workmen not thus affected; that 
from pinlanthropic considerations inefficiency and idleness on the part of the blind 
have to be submitted to that would not be tolerated for a moment in ordinary manu- 
factoiies; and that the trades open to the blind are those most easily learned, and, 
therefore, those liable to keenest competition from sighted workers.

ip ^ie Manager first expressed the opinion that in time the institution would 
be self-supporting. Subsequently he modified it by stating that it might be able 
to do without the Government subsidy, but not without outside support. Another 
experienced witness stated that he did not see any possibility at all of the institution 
being worked except at a loss. .

140. As a commercial undertaking the institution has necessarily failed, in 
consequence of the special disabilities attaching to the workers; if viewed as a 
philanthropic or quasi-benevolent institution, it is dealing with the blind under 
*fhods which barely provide them with the necessaries of life; and as a teaching 
establishment for qualifying blind tradesmen to go forth into the world and earn a 
livelihood, its operations thus far have been of very little actual service.

26

Conference with the Committee. '
141. On the 14th of June, 1898, your Commissioners had a conference with 

the committee of the institution. The committee admitted that it was impossible to 
carry on the institution except at a heavy loss ; that workers who could not attain a 
certain standard of efficiency were a severe obstacle to the economical working of the 
institution, but that it was difficult to know how to deal with them otherwise than 
as workers; that the institution should be conducted for teaching as well as industrial 
purposes, with the object of instructing workers up to the best standard of 
efficiency possible; and that it must, in order to secure its objects, be conducted 
laigely on philanthropic lines. The committee evinced a strong desire to fall in with 
any proposals that would be likely to secure the more effective administration of the 
institution in future, under conditions which would also increase the comfort of the 
blind workers.

*15—E
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Cost or Administration, &c.
142. During the last five years the average yearly cost to the Government and 

suhscrihers per worker has been £46 13s., of which £39 7s. lOd. has been received in 
wages by the blind. The following table shows how the figures are arrived at:—

Year. Total
Expenditure.

Less goods 
sold.

Net cost to 
Government 

and
Subscribers.

Average 
number of 
workers.

Average Cost 
per head 

per annum.

Total amount 
paid to workers 

(including 
sick fund).

Average 
amount per 
head paid to 

workers.

£ £ £ £ S. d. £ £ a. d.
1893 ................. 3,272 1,712 1.560 34 45 17 8 1,401 41 4 1
1894 ................. 3,401 2,011 1,390 30 46 6 8 1,200 40 0 0
1895 ................. 3,837 2,451 *1,286 31 41 9 8 1,295 41 15 6
1896 ................. 4,704 2,519 2,185 35 62 8 7 1,399 39 19 5
1897 ................. 4,742 2,999 1,743 42 41 10 0 1,599 38 1 5

Mean number Mean cost per Mean amount
(sat) head- per head—

19,956 11,692 * 8,164 35 46 13 0 6,894 39 7 10

* Less £100, paid by the Government of West Australia.
In stating the average number of workers fractional parts have been regarded as whole numbers.
In a return prepared by the Secretary of the institution the cost per head is presented at £49 14s. 9d.

143. Although the average cost is £46 odd per head, in voluntary contributions 
and Government aid, after giving credit for the product of the labour of the blind, 
it will he understood that in the case of the probationer or learner, the cost stands 
very much higher, and diminishes as the worker becomes more proficient. A large 
proportion of the cost is, of course, accountable for by the fact of the Institution 
being a teaching as well as a manufacturing one, and the product of the men’s 
labour not being equivalent in value to the amount which it is necessary to pay them 
for their decent support. Some of the men, it appears, will never become fairly 
efficient workers, and their cost must necessarily remain high in comparison with 
that of the more expert workers.

144. Had these blind people been provided for in Government charitable insti
tutions, the yearly cost to the Government would, at the outside, have been £16 a 
head, or a total amount of under £560, which is £373 a year less than the average 
yearly amount contributed during the past five years to this institution by the 
Government alone, in addition to which there. have been the contributions received 
from the general public. Your Commissioners do not suggest that these people should 
be sent to Government Asylums, but merely draw attention to the fact that the cost

* to the community of this form of charity is very much greater than that incurred
on behalf of other sections of our poor.

145. There were on an average 42 blind workers in 1897 who received £1,599. 
The cost of the supervising and teaching staff (consisting of the Manager and three 
sighted teachers) amounted in the year to £645, so that the cost of instruction,

Hedger, supervision, and the “ finishing off” of the goods produced equals about 40 per 
* cent, of the amount paid to the blind. It is stated that it is not possible to reduce this 

item by allowing one teacher to deal with more than one trade, as the teachers are to 
a large extent employed in completing the work of the blind. It is also stated that 
when the number of workers at the institution is increased the cost of instruction 
will only be the same as at present, but this does not materially affect the question

Hedger, that the institution is handicapped with a heavy charge for instruction which would 
not exist in connection with a private enterprise.

Institution must be a Charity.
146. It is clear that if the institution is to fully meet its objects it must he a 

charity, and from that point of view it does not appear that sufficient provision has 
been made to enable the majority of the blind workers to obtain the comforts they 
may reasonably expect to enjoy in their own homes.

147. Even where the wages are occasionally supplemented by small receipts 
from overtime, there are cases where both blind men and women do not receive 
enough to enable them to live with moderate comfort.

148.
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148. One states that he is in receipt of 14s. a week, which does not enable him 
to keep himself, as he has to pay 13s. for his hoard ; he is otherwise “well treated,” 
and “likes the place.”

_ 149. Another worker states he is a brushmaker, earning about 7s. 9d. a week,
which the institution makes up to 10s. He gets 4s. from the Government, and pays 
12s. for hoard and lodging;—“ I shall never he able to earn 10s. a week.”

. 150. Another says, “ I am a brushmaker, and earn 7s. 6d.; I get 2s. 6d. from
the institution, and 5s. from the Government. I am not very strong.”

151. Another man states, “ I am engaged on matting; my wages are 12s. 6d. 
for my second year; I did three months for nothing.”

152. One of the women workers said, “ I am getting 12s. 6d. a week now; if 
I am put on piecework it would be just as well to go into an Asylum.”

153. Another said, “ I have been here two years, and would he satisfied with 
12s. 6d. a week; at piecework one cannot possibly earn a livelihood. I pay 8s. a week 
for board; if I am put on piecework I must seek employment elsewhere.”

154. Another woman stated, “ I am now getting 12s. 6d., and at the end of two 
years, if I go on piecework, and then earn only 5s. a week, I should get no more; I 
can live on 12s. 6d. a week, hut I could not earn so much on piecework.”

155. At one time the fixed-wage system was adopted instead of piecework. The 
men received 20s. to 25s. a week, including and irrespective of what they earned; 
“but,” said the manager, “the committee saw it would not run to it—the men were 
earning 6s. 3d. to 10s. 3d. and getting 20s.”

156. This witness pointed out the difficulty arising from paying workers whose 
labour was comparatively valueless. He instanced one man who had received £400, 
and earned only £70, and the greater part of whose work had been thrown away. 
Another man had been twelve years in the institution, and could only earn 9s. 6d. a 
week ; his earnings were supplemented hy a bonus of 5s. 6d. a week.

. 157. There can he no doubt whatever of the benevolent intentions of the com
mittee, nor of the personal sacrifices they have made both in time and money to make 
the institution successful, and to secure the welfare of the inmates. The evidence 
showed that they have “ subscribed no less than £1,450 out of their own pockets.”

Homes op Blind Workers.
158. A member of your Commission visited a number of the homes, and found 

the accommodation of the very poorest description; it was, indeed, such as might have 
been expected from the small payments which these particular workers were in a 
position to make for it. The bodily condition of several of these persons was not 
robust, particularly in the case of the women; and it was shown that not only did 
they require board and lodging of a better class, but that enforced exertion to obtain 
the means to secure it would in several cases be an undue tax upon them physically.

1210 to 1225, 
Spiers.

1087 to 1102, 
Evans.

1103 to 1114, 
Doyle.

1127 to 1132, 
Northeote.

1043 to 1061, 
M'Kenzie.

1062 to 1067, 
Nairn.

1069 to 1086, 
Norman.

1275,
Hedger.

1255,
Hedger.

1247,
Hedger.

1276,
Hedger.

Saxon System of dealing with the Blind.
159. The Imperial Charity Commissioners gave very great attention to this 

matter; they recommended the adoption of the “ Saxon system ” in Great Britain, and 
stated that “ during their tour the Commissioners saw no blind beggars in Saxony, and 
were informed that begging, on the part of the blind, had practically ceased to exist.”

160. The following extracts from a memorandum to the Imperial Com
missioners from the Director of the Dresden Institution for the Blind shortly describe 
the system, and the causes of its foundation :—
. The institution at Dresden, at first only a school, afterwards became an establishment for the 
industrial training of the blind. After their discharge they seldom, however, carried on the trade learned, 
but became beggars whether with or without some musical instrument. This state of things convinced us 
that the blind were incapable of becoming independent labourers in the world, and steps were taken to 
establish an asylum in which they might live free from care and the chicaneries of the world. This 
asylum was not a success. * * * There was great discontent in the asylum. The men thought it
beneath their dignity to rise, take their meals, and work by the clock. They only thought of the

’ restriction

Imperial 
Report on 
Charities, 
paras., 119, 

261.
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restriction to their liberty; * * * The women living without care and distraction became shrewish,
and embittered their own lives for mere trifles. From this ingratitude and discontent it became evident 
that man, it’ he suffers from blindness only, will not surrender his liberty, and will not be separated 
from his relations, and that his happiness cannot be attained without the cares of life, and without work.
* * * The asylum was closed and the old begging system was resumed. After much deliberation
it was decided to remain in touch with the discharged blind, to visit them in their places of 
abode, to learn their wants, to study the difficulties which they experienced in supporting themselves 
independently, and, as far as possible, to remove their grievances. * * * It was therefore decided,
that on the discharge of the blind person, the director should select a trustworthy person, residing in his 
future place of abode to give him advice and practical help, to protect him from imposition, and to. keep 
up communication with the director, who, if necessary, comes to the place. The result of these visits, as 
well as all communications from the guardian, the letters from the blind person, and every document 
relating to him, are entered in a register kept at the institution. These guardians are respectable, 
benevolent, practical men, capable of procuring custom for their wards. But there was no doubt that in 
spite of these arrangements the discharged blind were unable to support themselves without the assistance 
of capital, whether in money or outfit. The blind man can do as good work as the man who can see ; 
but, as a rule, he does not work so quickly, and if the man who is not blind has to use every exertion to 
support himself and his family, the blind man to do the same requires some special help, without which he 
will either not be able to compete, or will have to lead a life of great privation. The first difficulty when 
a blind pupil is starting in life is to provide himself with the necessary tools and material. These the 
institution supplies to him, and continues through life to afford him moral and material help. * . * *
The assistance is by no means always given in actual money, but always in such a way that the blind are 
encouraged by it to work. Mere money assistance is often actual poison to the blind. They, therefore, 
receive the assistance in materials for work, clothing, &c. * * *. The number of donations has for a long 
time been very considerable, for there are in the country many wealthy people who have learned from their 
own experience the value of work for every man. These men it is who give liberal donations of money 
to that fund, because they do not wish their money to be spent in alms, but to be used to enable the 
afflicted to gain a livelihood. The fund for the discharged blind is administered by the director of the 
institution. The number of those assisted amounts at present to about 400, who live respectably in all 
parts of Saxony, are almost self-supporting, and feel themselves free men. For just as a son does not 
feel galled by a gift from his father, so they are not ashamed to receive assistance from their second 
paternal home, the institution.

Para. 122. 161. The Imperial Commissioners stated that the Saxon system had not been
fully tried in England, though its introduction had for some years been advocated 
by Dr. Armitage, one of the best authorities of the time in matters pertaining 
to the treatment of the blind. A plan similar in its main provisions had been 
adopted in Paris, and its example had been followed by similar institutions in the 
Erench provinces. ■

The report states :— ,
Paras. 64, 67, Out of 1,267 blind men who had learnt trades in various institutions in the United Kingdom, only

117. 734; or 58 per cent., proved, according to their own account, to be following the trade which they had
learnt at those institutions. Of these 1,267 men, about 15 per cent, were earning under 5s. per week; 
about 25 per cent, were earning between 5s. and 10s. per week; about 16 per cent, were earning between 
10s. and 15s. per week ; and about 10 per cent, were earning above 15s. per week. But the 42 per cent, 
who had found themselves compelled to seek other means of livelihood were earning far smaller wages in 
the aggregate than the 58 per cent, who were still following the trades taught to them at the institution.
* * * Out of the total number of 5,848 who replied to our questions no less than 4,605 declare
their inability to maintain themselves without charitable assistance ; while only 959 state that they can 
so maintain themselves.. 3,282 state that they earn nothing at all. # * * A leading
defect in the present condition of the blind is that, with a few exceptions, no care or supervision is 
exercised by institutions over the past pupils who have been trained in the institutions, and consequently 
many fail to earn their living or maintain themselves by honest labour after they leave school.

162. Your Commissioners have quoted these extracts as showing what has heen 
done in a country to which the term “ Blind Man’s Paradise ”. has been applied, 
hut they do not think that the conditions here are such as would lead, at present, to 
a similar system being successfully adopted in its entirety.

163. The principle of having a central workshop appears to this Commission to 
most effectually meet the present requirements of the blind in this Colony, 
hearing in view the fact that their number is comparatively small, and that the 
working by them in their own homes—probably in very small rooms—would 
generally he found impracticable, and if attempted in this climate would be likely 
to lead to insanitary conditions.

164. With the central agency there is organization in the sale of the products, 
and the blind are thus relieved of considerable trouble and loss of time which would 
he incurred had they each to seek customers for the disposal of the wares they 
produced. As mentioned in the Industrial Blind Institution’s Annual Deports its

immediate

28
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immediate objects are, “ to furnish the industrious among the blind with instruc
tion in work, convenient rooms for working in, materials with which to work, and a 
place in which the work may advantageously he sold;” and, with careful adminis
tration, we can conceive of no more efficient method of dealing with the blind whose 
labour under instruction and guidance can be made productive of fair results.

165. In the country the blind are too few and scattered for effective organisa
tion to be secured, nor does there appear to be any necessity for bringing any 
such new machinery into operation.

Number op Blind in the Colony.
166. It does not appear that the task of providing for the adult blind capable of 

learning trades, who are probably not being cared for by their own friends, or in 
other ways, is likely to be a very heavy additional tax upon the community or the 
resources of the Industrial Blind Institution for some time to come. The following 
table shows the total number of the blind of both sexes in New South "Wales at the 
census of 1891:—•

Ages. Males. Eemales. Total.

Under 15 years ... ... ... 23 30 53
15 and under 25 ... ... ... 31 29 60
25 „ 40 ... ... ... 54 32 86
40 „ 50 •........................ 49 33 82
50 years and over.............. ... 259 201 460

Total ... ... ... 416 325 741

There are at present seventy-four blind inmates in the Government charitable institu
tions, nearly all of whom are of advanced ages. There are not more than eight or 
nine of these of ages at which it is considered that the blind can learn trad.es if they are 
quite free from disabilities other than blindness. The rule of the Industrial Blind 
Institution for taking pupils from 14 up to 40 years of age, is relaxed when it is 642, 
ascertained the blind are likely to be capable of learning if they are over the committee’s 
maximum age. The manager stated that it was impossible to teach any blind Rules, 
person over 50 years of age a trade. Hedger

167. Considering the proportion of blind of all ages to the seeing population in 
this Colony at the census of 1891, as shown in another table, and that this afflicted 
class does not increase at the same ratio as the general population, it is not likely 
that during the past six years there has been any material increase in the number of 
the blind who are able to learn trades.

168. The number of this class between 15 and 45 years indicated by the statistics 
quoted as being resident in this Colony in 1891, would probably he about 187—that 
is taking half the number between 40 and 50 as being 45 years of age. From these 
have to he deducted about sixty being taught in the institutions at Strathfield and

. Woolloomooloo, apart from those who may be earning a livelihood outside without 
assistance. This reduces the total number of both sexes between 15 and 45 to 127.
A number are women whose friends would probably not allow them to leave home 
to be taught at any institution, and this remark doubtless applies to some of the 
men also.

169. Therefore, if there are deducted the blind who are too old to he taught; 
those of learning age, but incapable from various causes of being taught; and others 
whose friends prefer keeping them at home, it is safe to assume that the remainder 
to be reached by the Industrial Blind Institution would be under 100. With 
reference to the probable demands upon the resources of the institution under its 
existing methods, it is suggestive that at present there are only a few applications 
for admission.

170.
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52 to 758, 
Hedger.

Paras. 16, 20,'

30

170. The following table indicates the proportion of blind to the seeing popu
lation in the Australasian colonies at the last census :—

Males. Eemales. Total.

Colony.
Number.

Proportion to 
Seeing 

Population.
Number.

Proportion to 
Seeing 

Population.
Number.

Proportion to 
Seeing 

Population.

New South Wales ... 416
Per 100,000. 

68-5 325
Per 100,000. 

630 741
Per 100,000. 

660
Victoria ... ... ... 612 102-4 383 70-7 995 87-4
Queensland ... ... 138 61-7 61 35-9 199 50-6
South Australia ... ... 142 85-2 105 68-4 247 77-1
Western Australia ... 38 127-6 16 80-2 54 108-6
Tasmania ... ... ... 97 125-2 68 985 165 112-6
New Zealand ... ... 164 49-3 no 37-4 274 43-7

171. These figures are interesting as showing that the ratio of the blind to the 
seeing population varies very considerably in the Colonies; and as hearing upon the 
question of whether the blind largely migrate from the neighbouring Colonies to 
New South Wales, in order to take advantage of the easier conditions under which 
charity is dispensed here to the indigent classes generally. As stated in the report 
upon another institution, your Commissioners have sought to elicit evidence as to 
whether or not there has been any material influx of the blind into New South 
Wales from other colonies; hut such evidence is difficult to obtain, and, for various 
reasons, the information supplied by the blind may be unreliable.

172. There are certainly three cases of this kind recorded, one of them being 
of a very glaring character. In addition to two women at the Strathfield Institution, 
who have been retained there largely at the public cost, since an agreement with the 
Tasmanian Government to pay for their maintenance and education in this Colony 
expired in 1896, there is another case of a young man from Tasmania, who had 
been taught at the Newtown Institution for some years, and who went with his wife 
to Tasmania to try and earn a living in the Colony he belonged to. He did not 
succeed, and he and his wife and child came to Sydney, the man, “ because he was 
stranded,” being admitted to the Boomerang-street Institution, where he received 
12s. 6d. per week, and which he left without notice. This man is now a pauper 
and a street beggar. He draws rations from the Sydney Benevolent Society, and 
his wife earns a little by knitting. He has no other means of support, except small 
sums of money which are given him occasionally on the streets.

Average Age oe the Blind.
173. It is stated in the Beport of the Imperial Commissioners that the 

“ average age of the blind in the United Kingdom is 49, and the average age at 
which blindness commences is 31 years.” The same report states that certain trades, 
such as iron-puddling, glass-blowing, and railway engine driving are the occasional 
cause of blindness. A return recently received from the Government Statistician’s 
Department shows that the average age of the blind in this Colony is 53, but there 
are not any reliable means of ascertaining the average age at which blindness com
mences here.

Saving under Amalgamation.
174. If your Commissioners’ recommendations with reference to the Institu-? 

tion for the Blind at Strathfield and the Sydney Industrial Blind Institution are 
carried into effect, the probable saving in payments from the Consolidated Revenue 
will amount to nearly £1,200 per annum, and the funds available for the relief of 
the deserving blind will be expended under methods which should secure the greater 
comfort of this afflicted class of the community. Apart from the Government 
subsidy, there should also be a considerable saving in the cost of administration, the 
amount of which cannot be accurately stated until it is ascertained after amalgma- 
tion, but which must result from the work connected with the industrial blind being 
carried on by one institution instead of two.

Dree
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Free Eailwae Passes to Applicants pop Industrial Training.

175. Your Commissioners’ attention has heen forcibly drawn to an alleged 
abuse of the system of issuing free railway passes to applicants for admission to the 
institution, which, in addition to an improper use of the passes, had led to money 
loss to the Government and to the institution,

176. A witness stated that “ there had heen men who had applied to the 656,
Government and said their friends were not able to keep them. They came to the e ger‘
institution, were paid for there for three months, and then returned home. The 
committee had to call the attention of the Director of Public Charities to this matter
last month, and to point out that it was very desirable to find out whether the 
individuals wanted to be taught or simply wished to come to Sydney for a holiday.”
We recommend that these passes be not granted until it is discovered that applicants 
are in. circumstances to justify the belief that they really intend to become pupils of 
the institution, and then only after consultation with the committee, in order that 
it may he ascertained if there is accommodation for them.

Proposed Amalgamation op Institutions.
177. We have already dealt fully with the affairs of the Strathfield Institution 

in a previous report, under a special Commission; but, when doing so, reserved our 
recommendations with reference to the future of the inmates employed in its 
industrial division, pending further inquiry into the operations of other institutions, 
and the general condition of the blind.

178. The home at Strathfield provides for the accommodation of women only, 
and the number of inmates in the industrial section is so small that the committees 
might arrange for their employment at the Sydney Industrial Blind Institution, and 
hoard and residence outside,

179. The question of the future use of the buildings of the Strathfield 
institution—which, if our proposals in regard to it are carried out, will not he 
further required—should also he discussed by the Government and the committee of 
that institution, in order that they may he utilised as may he deemed advisable in 
the interests of the blind.

180. The Sydney Industrial Blind Institution can then he utilised to carry on 
the industrial education of blind pupils from the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb 
and the Blind on the Newtown Boad, and of capable blind pupils generally; and 
there can under such an arrangement he a concentration of previously-divided efforts 
on their behalf that should operate beneficially in the interests of all concerned.

St. PATBICK’S INSTITUTE EOB THE BLIND, LEWISHAM.
181. Your Commissioners inspected this institution, which is a school for the 

education and maintenance of the blind only. It is under the control of a Boman 
Catholic order, hut it is open to children of all creeds. There were at the time of 
our visit nine pupils residing at the school, and the greatest care and attention were 
bestowed upon them.

182. The building is erected only in part, the portion already provided con
sisting of the northern wing of what will eventually he a handsome block of 
buildings. The present structure cost £1,726. There are two dormitories on the 
first floor, containing comfortable accommodation for thirty-five inmates. This insti
tution, which when completed according to the plans will accommodate 110 inmates, 
was reported on by the Assistant Government Architect, as described on page 11 of 
our Beport. We believe that when fully erected the buildings may be accepted 
as a standard example of an institution containing all the requirements necessary for 
the instruction and accommodation of the blind in a thoroughly sufficient manner, 
and with due regard to their comfort, at a cost per bed for buildings which should 
not he greatly exceeded by any similar institutions that may he erected by public 
benevolence with or without assistance from the Government. In fact your Com
missioners are of opinion that these buildings as a whole afford an object lesson in 
economy and also adaptability to the purposes for which they have been designed.

‘ THE
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THE INSTITUTION EOR THE DEAF AND DUMB AT WAEATAH.

_ 183. A member of your Commission visited this institution, which is situated 
about 4 miles from Newcastle, in connection with the proposal relating to the educa
tion of deaf and dumb Roman Catholic children. The instruction of the deaf and dumb 
in the Northern District was commenced at Newcastle in the year 1875 by Dominican 
Nuns, who were chosen for the work by reason of the special training which some 
members of their community had undergone in the famous institution for deaf 
mutes, conducted at Cabragh, near Dublin. The increasing number of pupils, and 
the necessity for sufficient accommodation, rendered it necessary for a building to 
be erected suitable for school purposes, and in 1885 the authorities secured a site 
at Waratah, upon which the present building was erected in the year 1888, at a cost 
of nearly £12,000. The site is an excellent one, being well drained and healthy, with 
4 acres for a garden, playground, and other purposes. The building is imposing 
in appearance, and has good entrance and reception rooms to right and left, class
rooms in the wings, and dormitories above, and it is well provided with necessary 
offices and sanitary arrangements. The institution contains thirty beds, twenty-six 
of which are occupied; but the building has accommodation for a much larger 
number of inmates. Day pupils are received as well as boarders. Children of any 
religious, denomination are received, and their attendance at the usual religious 
services is not insisted upon if the parents object. The teaching staff consists of the 
Superior with an assistant (a lady of the same religious order, who is deaf), and two 
pupil-teachers, both deaf and dumb, who were trained at the institution. Both the 
oral and sign-manual methods of teaching are adopted. Only a few of the children 
are paid for, the highest fee received being £25 a year, and there are two or three 
other fees ranging from £5 to £8 per annum. Occasionally some of the parents 
send a little money for clothing, and some thoughtful friends of the institution 
supply materials, which the Superior and assistants make up for the more needy little 
ones.. Many of the parents are in such necessitous circumstances that they cannot 
contribute at all, and if this institution did not exist the children would probably 
become State children, and, as such, be educated at the cost of the Government 
elsewhere. The institution is conducted with the greatest economy, its main support 
depending upon voluntary contributions and the efforts of sympathizing friends, who 
contribute in other ways than by gifts of money. The subscriptions do not amount 
to more than £300 a year. The children, several of whom, it was stated, entered 
the institution in an enfeebled condition, are all in good health, and appeared to be 
well nourished, contented, and cheerful.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS.

184. Your. Commissioners make the following recommendations :—

Institution tor the Dear and Dumb and the Blind.
1. That, as long as State aid is continued, a responsible officer of the Government

shall have power (1) to audit the accounts at any time; (2) to ascertain if the 
funds are expended for proper purposes, and with due regard to economy;
(3) to see that the rules and By-laws are carried out in their integrity;
(4) to report generally on the management of the institution, with a view 
to bringing under the notice of the Government and the Committee any 
defects that may, in his opinion, exist in connection therewith.

2. That receipts be given for all subscriptions, and that the auditor should
include in his audit a thorough check of the receipt-book butts.

3. That the request of the Committee for a grant of £6,000 for building
purposes be declined, the Committee having ample funds for necessary 
buildings.

4. That a more extended energetic canvass for public subscriptions be made,
particularly in the country districts of the Colony.
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5. That measures be taken to collect all arrears of fees now recoverable, and
that in future payment in advance should, as far as possible, be insisted on 
as provided in the Committee’s form of security; and that any special 
arrangements for reduced payments which it may be necessary to make 
with parents or guardians who may not he in a position to pay the 
prescribed fees, he strictly enforced, and any payments so arranged for he 
made in advance.

6. That Government payments for the maintenance of inmates of the institution
he confined in future to children under the control of the State Children’s 
Relief Board; and that the fees for such children he paid from the Parlia
mentary Yote for the service of the State Children’s Relief Department.

7. That in order to secure the additional accommodation at the Institution for
the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind which the Committee state is required, 
the Roman Catholic children now there should he transferred to the Roman 
Catholic institutions at Lewisham and Waratah, if satisfactory arrange
ments can he made for such transfer; and that, in future, all deaf and 
dumb and blind children of that Church, who may be at any time under the 
control of the State Children’s Relief Board, should he maintained in the 
institutions established for that purpose at Lewisham and Waratah.

8. That the age at which pupils should, he discharged from institutions in
receipt of aid from the Government for the education of the deaf and dumb 
and the blind should not exceed 16 years.

9. That there should he legislation for the purpose of controlling the admission
of indigent deaf and dumb and blind persons from other colonies into New 
South Wales. .

10. That in view of the risk attendant upon lending money on mortgage of 
freehold property the Directors in future invest their accumulated funds in 
Government securities.

33

Sydney Industrial Blind Institution. .

1. That, in view of the very considerable increase in the funds of the institution
which will accrue from the Hunter-Baillie legacy, and of the extended 
canvas which it has been determined to make for the purpose of obtaining 
increased voluntary contributions, the subsidy to be paid in future by the 
Government towards the maintenance and instruction of the workers shall 
not exceed £15 per head per annum, at which rate indigent persons can be 
maintained in Government Asylums for the Infirm and Destitute.

2. That as long as State aid is continued, a responsible officer of the Government
shall have power—(1) To audit the accounts at any time ; (2) to ascertain 
if the funds are expended for proper purposes, with due regard to economy; 
(3) to see that the by-laws are carried out in their integrity; (4) to report 
generally on the management of the institution, with a view to bringing 
under the notice of the Government and the Committee any defects that 
may in his opinion exist in connection therewith.

3. That in order to enable blind workers at the institution to live with reasonable
comfort in their homes, their minimum weekly remuneration (inclusive of 
allowances) should be fixed at 17s. 6d. for men and 15s. for women, except 

, in the case of workers who have other means of support.
4. That, in order to confine expenditure as far as possible to the instruction of

blind workers who are capable of becoming fairly expert in the trades 
taught at the institution, it should be a condition in the case of any male 
worker that he should earn from the proceeds of his own labour not less 
than 10s. a week on the average, and in the case of any female worker that 
she should earn not less than 7s. 6d. a week on the average. The average 
for the purpose of this calculation to be the average of the immediately 
preceding quarter, ending 31st March, 30th June, 30th September, or 31st 
December, as the case may be.

*15—F 5.
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5. That, as it is possible some of the workers may endeavour to take improper
advantage of the provision for a standard minimum wage by not earning 
more than 10s. a week in the case of men, and 7s. 6d. in the case of women, 
the Committee provide against any such default by making mandatory 
instead of permissive By-law 11, which provides : “If at any time a 
learner or worker shall appear to be unsuited to the employment or 
incapable oj efficiency in it, or his conduct shall appear to he detrimental 
to the credit of the institution, or he shall become intoxicated, or conduct 
himself in a disorderly or unbecoming manner, or behave disrespectfully to 
the officers, the Committee may require him to leave.”

6. That, should any worker be found to be incapable, after receiving two years’
instruction, of attaining the standard of efficiency necessary to qualify to 
obtain the minimum wage, or should it he obvious at any earlier period that 
any worker cannot or will not reach the standard, such worker shall he 
required to leave the institution, in accordance with the provisions of the 
foregoing By-law.

7. That, as the By-laws only relate to male workers, a by-law be adopted
providing for the appointment of a ladies’ committee (which is already in 
existence without any such by-law) to deal with the women who are now 
admitted as workers at the institution.

8. That the periodical valuation of the stock, in the form of material and manu
factured goods, be made by an expert not connected with the institution, 
whose certificate should be published in the Committee’s Annual Report.

34

, Institution toe. the Blind at Steathpield.

That, in view of the fact that two industrial establishments for the blind are 
unnecessary, and that their maintenance separately causes great waste of 
public money, the Committees of the Sydney Industrial Blind Institution, 
and the Institution for the Blind at Strathfield be invited to meet and 
discuss with the Government proposals for the amalgamation of their 
institutions, in order that the women now employed in the industrial 
division of the home at Strathfield may be transferred to the Sydney 
Institution at Boomerang-street, and boarded and lodged in respectable 
homes, and utilising the buildings at Strathfield for other public purposes. 
As stated on page 13 of our Report on the Institution for the Blind at 
Strathfield, in view of the limited scope of the Home Teaching Department 
and the large expenditure incurred upon its administration, we fail to see 
any necessity for continuing its operations.

185. Your Commissioners anticipate that in the event of the foregoing recom
mendations being carried into effect the administration of the institutions under 
review will be placed upon a more satisfactory footing, and that a direct saving will 
be effected in the public expenditure of something like £1,200 per annum. There 
will also, as pointed out in paragraph 174 of our Report, be large savings in future, 
apart from the Government subsidies, consequent upon the reduced cost of manage
ment, &c., which will arise from the amalgamation of the institutions at present 
carrying on the instruction of the industrial blind. .

186. We also wish to emphasise the opinion expressed in the body of our Report 
that the expenditure upon buildings has been excessive, and out of all proportion 
to the necessities of the case. In support of this opinion we would specially draw 
attention to paragraphs 59, 60, and 61, in which it is shown that a building that 
answers all requirements has been erected at a cost of under £60 per bed, as against 
£430 at the institution on the Newtown Road. If our recommendations and sugges
tions are fully carried out in this regard, the result will be a large diminution in the 
cost of all buildings erected in the future for charitable purposes without sacrificing 
utility in any way.

187
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187. In concluding this our first Report, or, taking into account that furnished 
under a separate Commission on the Strathfield Blind Institution, our second Report, 
we have to express our ohligation to Mr. Sydney Maxted for the help he has afforded 
us in carrying out our inquiries. His long connection with the Charities Depart
ment has made that help peculiarly valuable. We also desire to acknowledge the 
zealous labours of our secretary, Mr. Walter Wilson.

188. It will, perhaps, be admitted that the scope of our inquiry is very extensive, 
and that considerable time must he occupied in thoroughly carrying out the impor
tant duties devolving upon us under our Commission. It must also he borne in mind 
that the time of two of our members has been largely taken up in performing the 
not less important duties of members of the Public Service Board, which considera
tion must be taken into account in explaining any apparent delay in presenting this 
report.

We have the honor to be,
Your Excellency’s most obedient Servants,

GEO. A. WILSON, President. 
JOSEPH BARLING.
JAMES POWELL.

85

Walter Wilson,
Secretary,

29/6/98.
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON PUBLIC CHARITIES.

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS.

FRIDAY 19 NOVEMBER, 1897.
The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at 12 o’clock noon.

Pbesent :—
Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P., President.

George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P. | James Powell, Esq., J.P.
Mr. A. E. Basset Hull was appointed Secretary to the Commission.
The President called upon Mr. A. E. Basset Hull to read the Commission.
Mr. Hull then read the Commission appointing and authorising the Commissioners to make a diligent 

and full inquiry into, and report upon the methods of carrying on Government Charitable Institutions, 
and the way in which grants of public moneys to charitable objects under the control of the Government 
are administered, including grants for the aborigines; and to report also upon the methods of adminis
tration and relief in force in all charitable organisations which receive aid from the public Treasury, 
including the hospitals of the Colony, with a view to placing the expenditure of public moneys in such 
directions upon a more satisfactory footing. The Commission was dated the 10th day of November, 1897.

The Secretary was instructed to write authorising Mr. George E. Brodie, Assistant Auditor- 
General and Chief Inspector of Public Accounts, or his deputies or assistants, to inspect the books of the 
various institutions coming within the scope of the Commission; and to request the Principal Under
secretary to furnish a list of all Charitable Institutions throughout the Colony subsidised by the Govern
ment, specifying in each case the conditions under which subsidies have been granted and the amounts 
paid for the financial year ending 30th June, 1897, or the year 1896, whichever is most convenient.

The Secretary was also instructed to summon Mr. E. Hanson, Acting Director of Government 
Charitable Institutions, to attend before the Commission on the following day.

The Commission adjourned at 12'45 p.m. until 10 a.m. on Saturday, 20th November.

, SATURDAY, 20 NOVEMBER, 1897.
The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at 10J0 am.

Peesent:—
' Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P., President.

George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P. | James Powell, Esq., J.P.
Mr. E. Hanson, Acting Director of Charitable Institutions, was in attendance.
Mr. Hanson was requested to furnish certain returns as to the cost of each institution administered 

by his Department, showing cost per head of each inmate, cost of management, and cost per head of 
boarded-out children.

The Commission adjourned at 10'30 a.m., sine die.

WEDNESDAY, 1 DECEMBER, 1897.
The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at IPSO a.m.

Peesent:—
Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P., President.

George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P. ] James Powell, Esq., J.P.
The minutes of the two previous meetings were read and confirmed.
Letters were read from :—1. The Mother Superior, Good Samaritan Industrial School, Manly;

2. H. Bigg, President, St. Peter’s Ladies Benevolent Society ; 3. H. W. Stratha; 4. A. E. Brackenbury ;
5. E. G. Corcoran ; 6. C. Merrigan ; 7. J. D. D. Jackson ; and 8. G. E. Ardill, offering to give evidence 
before the Commission.

The Secretary was instructed to take steps to ascertain the nature of the evidence proposed to be 
tendered by the writers and to report to the Commissioners.

The Secretary was instructed to apply for an advance of £50 to be placed at the disposal of the 
Commission to meet incidental expenses to be hereafter accounted for; and to write to the Principal Under 
Secretary requesting him to take the necessary steps to procure copies of any reports of Boyal Com
missions on Charitable Institutions, Departmental Beports, and other official publications of the Austra
lian Colonies and Great Britain, bearing upon similar institutions to those coming within the scope of the 
Commission.

The Commission adjourned at 12 noon, sine die.

WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, 8 DECEMBER, 1897.
The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at 11'30 a.m.

Phesent:—
Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P., President.

George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., | James Powell, Esq., J.P.
Mr. Walter Wilson, who had been transferred from the Chief Secretary’s Department on the 3rd 

instant to fill the position of Secretary to the Commission, vice Mr. Hull, was formally directed to proceed 
in the performance of his duties.

ERIDAY, 28 JANUARY, 1898.
The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at 1015 a.m.

Peesent :—
Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P., President.

George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P. | James Powell, Esq., J.P.
P. N. Manning, Esq., M.D., sworn and examined.

THURSDAY, 3 EEBRUARY, 1898.
The Commission met at the New South Wales Deaf and Dumb and Blind Institution, Newtown Boad,

at 3'30 p.m.
Peesent:—

Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P., President.
George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P. j James Powell, Esq., J.P.

An inspection was made of the premises, and of the work of the institution in each of its branches.

ERIDAY, 4 EEBRUARY, 1898.
The Commission met at the Industrial Blind Institution, Boomerang-street, at 9 a.m.

Peesent :— "
Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P., President.

George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., | James Powell, Esq., J.P.
Inquiries were made into the various industries conducted at the institution, the work of each 

Department being at the time in active progress.

TUESDAY, 29 MARCH, 1898.
The Commission met at the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind, Newtown Boad, at 9'30 a.m.

Peesent:—
George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., President.

Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P. | James Powell, Esq., J.P.
The Secretary read a letter from the Principal Under Secretary notifying the appointment of Mr. 

Wilson as President of the Commission, vice Mr. Barling, who, while remaining a member of the Commis
sion, tendered his resignation of the office of President on the 19th ultimo.

Mr. Ellis Bobinson was sworn and examined.
The Commission saw the pupils at their midday meal.

_ The Commission adjourned at 1 o’clock and sat again at 2T5 p.m., Mr. Wilson and Mr. Powell 
being present.

The Commission witnessed the method of imparting instruction in the “ articulation” class.
The examination of Mr. Bobinson was continued.

^ T,he following witnesses were sworn and examinedMrs. Jesse MacLeod, Mr. S. Watson, and 
Mr. Cooke. .

The Commission adjourned at 5 o’clock p.m.

WEDNESDAY,' 30 MARCH, 1898.
The Commission met at the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind, Newtown Boad, at 9 30 a.m.

. Peesent :—
George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., President.

James Powell Esq., J.P.
Miss A. M. Bateman and Miss G. Watt were sworn and examined.

. Commission saw the class for the Blind and the “ Manual” class of the Deaf and Dumb', and
interrogated several of the pupils.

The Commission adjourned at 11-30 a.m.

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 31 MARCH, 1898.
The Commission met at the St. Patrick’s Institute for the Blind, Lewisham, at 3 o’clock p.m.

Peesent :—
G-eorge Alexander. "Wilson, Esq., J P., President.

Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P. | James Powell, Esq., J.P.
The premises were inspected and inquiry made as to the conduct of the establishment.
The adjoining hospital, under the care of the same authorities, was also visited.
The Commission adjourned at 4'45 p.m.

. 38 •

FRIDAY, 1 APRIL, 1898.
The Commission met at the Sydney Industrial Blind Institution, Boomerang-street, at 9'30 a.m.

Peesent :—
George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., President. '

James Powell, Esq., J.P.
The following witnesses were sworn and examined:—Messrs. H. J. Hedger, S. Sinclair, and E.

Dixon.
The Commission adjourned at 1 o’clock, and sat again at 2' 15 p.m.
The following witnesses were sworn and examined :—A. Ashton and S. Bell, instructors; Susan 

Mackenzie, Mrs. M. A. Hairn, Lilian Norman, George Evans, and John Doyle.
The Commission adjourned at 4'15 p.m.

SATURDAY, 2 APRIL, 1898.
The Commission met at the Sydney Industrial Blind Institution, Boomerang-street, at 9'30 a.m.

Peesent:—
. G-eorge Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., President.

James Powell, Esq., J.P.
The following witnesses were sworn and examined :—C. Henderson, W. Northcote, W. Milne, and 

John Spears.
Mr. Hedger was recalled and examined.
The Commission adjourned at 11 o’clock a.m.

FRIDAY, 15 APRIL, 1898.
tThe Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at 10'15 a.m.

Peesent:—
G-eorge Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., President.

James Powell, Esq., J.P.
The following witnesses were sworn and examined :—Thomas Mercer and E. A. Crowther. 
Mr. H. Hedger was re-examined.
Correspondence was read and received.
The Commission adjourned at 12'30 p.m.

TUESDAY, 3 MAY, 1898.
The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at 12 o’clock noon.

Peesent :—
George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., President.

Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P., | James Powell, Esq., J.P.
Correspondence was read and received, and accounts passed.
The minutes of the eighth and subsequent meetings were read and confirmed.
It was proposed that the Commission should secure the services of Mr. Sydney Maxted in connec

tion with their inquiry, and that the Honorable the Chief Secretary be asked to approve of his employment. 
The Commission adjourned at 12'40 p.m. -

THURSDAY, 12 MAY, 1898.
The Commission met at the Infants’ Home, Ashfield, at 3'30 p.m.

Peesent -.—
George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., President.

James Powell, Esq., J.P. .
The Commission inspected the Home, and made inquiries into its general management. 
The Commission adjourned at 5T6 p.m.

MONDAY,
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MONDAY, 23 MAY, 1898.
, The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at 1015 a.m.

Peesent -.—
George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., President.

Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P. | James Powell, Esq., J.P.
Correspondence read and received.
The minutes of the last two meetings were read and confirmed.
Consideration was given to the Draft Beport upon the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the

Blind.
The Commission adjourned at 1 o’clock p.m., and sat again at 3'30 p.m. until 4.-30 p.m. '

WEDNESDAY, 25 MAY, 1898.
The Commission met at the Benevolent Asylum, Pitt-street, at 10 a.m.

Peesent:—
George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., President.

• Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P. | James Powell, Esq., J.P.
The method of distributing provisions and monetary allowances for rent to applicants for charitable 

relief was observed, and an inspection was made of the Asylum.
The Commission adjourned at 12 o’clock noon. .

THURSDAY, 2 JUNE, 1898.
The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at 10 o’clock a.m.

Peesent:—■
George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., President.

Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P. | James Powell, Esq., J.P.
Mr. Powell was sworn and examined. .
Further consideration was given to the Draft Beport on the Institutions for the Deaf and Dumb 

and the Blind.
Correspondence read and received.
The minutes of the last two meetings were read and confirmed.
The Commission adjourned at 12'45 p.m.

MONDAY, 6 JUNE, 1898.
The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at 11 a.m'.

Peesent:—
George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., President.

Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P. | James Powell, Esq., J.P.
The Draft Beports on the Institutions for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind was further con

sidered.
The Commission adjourned at 12'30 p.m.

■ TUESDAY, 14 JUNE, 1898.
The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at 3'30 p.m.

Peesent:—
George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., President. .

Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P. | James Powell, Esq., J.P.
The Commission conferred with the following members of the Committee of the Industrial Blind 

Institution, Boomerang-street—His Honor Mr. Justice Stephen and Messrs. A. Consett Stephen, John 
Keep, T. E. W aller, and S. Sinclair—as to whether any steps could be taken to reduce the cost of workum 
the institution. b

The Commission adjourned at 4'30 p.m. '

THURSDAY, 16 JUNE, 1898.
The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at ll-45 a.m,

Peesent:—
George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., President. .

Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P. | James Powell, Esq., J.P.
Eurther consideration was given to the Draft Beport on the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb 
e Blmd.
The Commission adjourned at 1 o’clock p.m. ,

I RIDA 7
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FRIDAT, 11 JUNE, 1898.

The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at 10 o’clock a.m.
Pbesent:—

George Alexander Wilson, Esq , J.P., President.
James Powell, Esq., J.P.

The Draft Beport on the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind was again under 
consideration.

The Commission adjourned at 1T5 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, 22 JUNE, 1898.
The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at 10 o’clock a.m.

Peesent :—
George Alexander Wilson, Esq, J.P., President.

Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P. [ James Powell, Esq., J.P.
The Draft Beport of the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb aud the Blind was further considered. 
The Commission adjourned at 12'30 p.m.

THURSDAY. 23 JUNE, 1898.
The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at 2 30 p m.

Peesent :—
George Alexander Wilson, Esq , J.P., President.

James Powell Esq , J.P.
The Draft Beports on the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind_and the Sydney 

Industrial Blind Institution were further considered.
The Commission adjourned at 4'30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, 29 JUNE, 1898.
The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at 10 o’clock a.m.

Peesent :—
George Alexander Wilson, Esq., J.P., President.

Joseph Barling, Esq., J.P. | James Powell, Esq., J.P.
The Draft Beport on Institutions dealing with the Blind and with the Deaf and Dumb was

further considered and adopted.
The Commission adjourned at 11 a.m.
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON PUBLIC CHARITIES.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

TUESDAY, 29 MAliGH, 1898.
[_Th.c Commission met at the Institution for the Deaf and the Dumb and the Blind, Newtown Boad, Sydney,

at 9’30
t JOristrtt:—
* GEORGE ALEXANDER WILSON, Esq., J.P., President.

JOSEPH BARLING, Esq., J.P.
JAMES POWELL, Esq., J.P.

Ellis Robinson sworn, and examined:—
1. President.'] You are the honorary secretary of this institution ? Yes. E. Robinson.
2. How long have you been connected with it ? About thirty-six years. There was a secretary before ✓—s 
me—a Mr. Wilson, jeweller—but he gave it up, and at the first annual meeting I was asked to take the 29 Mar.,1898. 
position.
3. You know all about the institution from its inception ? Yes ; I have been actively connected with it
from the beginning. '
4. When was it founded ? I think it was in 1861. It was founded, I believe, for the deaf and dumb ; 
but in 1869 they commenced to take in the blind. It had then become a public institution. Previously 
it had been carried on for a year or more by a teacher as a private school, and the founders took it over 
from him.
5. What are the objects of the institution as regards the deaf and dumb and blind ? To educate them, 
because they cannot be educated in ordinary schools.
6. You take in children at school age ? Yes ; we take them from the age of 7 to about 13 or 14 years.
7. How is the institution managed ;—have you directors ? We have a body of directors, who are elected 
according to the rules at the annual meeting of subscribers. A certain number retire each year—those 
who have attended meetings the smallest number of times. They are eligible for re-election, and their 
names are placed before the subscribers at the annual meeting. In all cases they are re-elected.
8. Are those members who have attended the fewest number of times generally re-elected ? Oh, yes ; I 
do not know of any case in which they have not been re-elected if they desired to be.
9. Is that the only governing body that you have ? Yes ; they have the general control of the institution 
in every respect. Then there is the Ladies’ Visiting Committee, who meet here on the last Eriday in 
every month. Their duties are of a domestic nature—they are a sort of House Committee.
10. How far are those ladies responsible to the other committee ? They report anything which needs 
reporting upon.
11. Is there any conflict of jurisdiction between the two committees? No. As a rule, our Ladies’
Committee are, as far as possible, associated with the directors—that is to say, where it is possible, the 
members of the Ladies’ Committee are wives of directors. The new directors when elected generally 
appoint the Ladies’ Committee.
12. Then the directors have complete control over the whole institution ? Yes, complete control.
13. The Visiting Committee control the domestic arrangements subject to the supreme control of the 
Board of Directors ? Yes.
14. Have you any life directors or life members ? We have life directors. They are elected for services 
rendered, in accordance with the rule. When life directors were first elected they were elected under 
four or five different headings. The first heading was as “ Eounders of the institution” ; there are only 
two of these remaining, the Rev. Dr. King and Mr. E. R. Robinson. Then “ Eor five years’ continuous . 
service as an honorary officer.” That would take in medical men and, I suppose, the secretary and 
treasurer. Dr. Dixson, Dr. Wilkinson, and myself are life members under clause 2.
15. The qualifications of life members are various ? There are three qualifications, and they are: “ As 
donors of £50 and upwards in one payment” ; “ Eor special services rendered to the institution.” This 
is for anything done for the institution which the directors consider deserves life directorship. One of 
these is Mr. Edward Joy, who served many years gratuitously as an instructor. The Hon. Sir Arthur 
Renwick, Dr. Warren, Mr. E. H. Dangar, Mr. Slee, and the Hon. R. H. D. White and others.
16. The Ladies’ Committee have the internal management? Yes; they meet here every Eriday, and 
through the matron they make the necessary domestic arrangements.
17. Attend to the clothing and bedding ? Two of their number visit the institution nearly every week, 
and the work is portioned out.
18. The official visit is made once a month ? Yes ; and the communication re the Ladies’ Visiting Com
mittee and the directors is made through Mrs. J. H. Goodlet and myself, as hon. secretaries.
19. Have you returns showing the attendances of the directors and the members of the Ladies’ Com
mittee ? Not of the Ladies’ Visiting Committee; we have returns showing the attendance of the directors.
20. You have no record of the visits of the Ladies’ Committee? We have a record, but I am not quite .

*15—G surs



1290

E. Bobinson. gure if if is reliable. One of the ladies writes the names in the visitors’ book on each meeting; but I 
should not like to say that it is a correct record. _

29 Mar., 1898. 2]. Have you life members ? We have life members who are elected. The qualification is the collection 
• of £25 in one year, or £50 in several years.

22. Have they any special privileges as regards voting P Only the same as ordinary subscribers. They 
are entitled whilst they live to come here and vote at our meetings.
23. Mr. Love is absent ? Mr. Love and Mr. Chadwick are both absent on leave.
24. Then there is Mr. John Harris and Mr. Henry Fraser ? Mr. Fraser had been ill for two or three 
years. We kept his name on the list because we did not like to take it off; he is dead.
25. I see that Mr. It. H. D. White has made one attendance ? He is often away, and it is difficult to 
get him.
20. Mr. Simpson has to his credit four attendances; would he be re-elected ? The four who attended the 
least number of times would retire and be eligible for re-election.
27. What is the area of land occupied by the institution ? Five acres exactly.
28. Have you had any valuation of it ? I do not think we have ever had a valuation of it.

' 29. What did it costp It did not cost anything. It was a Crown grant from the Government.
30. Have you put any valuation on it yourself ? I could hardly say; it is very valuable.
31. What do you think it is worth per acre ? I should think about £1,000 per acre is the lowest.
32. What is the cost of the building ? The cost of the buildings was £47,754 5s. 5d.—the buildings and 
improvements.
33. Is it freehold land ? Yes; we have the deeds in the bank in the names of five trustees. The trustees 
are nominated by the Board of Directors, and the names are submitted to the Colonial Secretary; then 
gazetted. The trustees are the Kev. Dr. King, the Honorable Sir Arthur Benwick, Mr. James Fairfax, 
Mr. F. It. Robinson, and the Honorary Secretary. The invested funds are invested in the names of the 
president, treasurer, and the secretary for the time being. By resolution of the Board they hold all the 
invested funds, they draw cheques, and invest the funds.
34. How, with regard to the paid staff—I presume that the head of the staff is the superintendent ? Yes ; 
then comes the matron.

■ ■ 35. What is his salary ? £500 a year and residence, which will come to about £120 a year.
36. Is there anything else allowed besides residence ? No, nothing else. '

1 37. You estimate his whole income at £620 a year ? Yes ; we reckon his residence worth about £200 a
year. It cost £1,800.
38. What is the total of all the salaries and wages that you pay ? £2,379 6s. last year.
39. What is the number of inmates? 112 at present.
40. How many males and how many females ? On the 30th September, 1897, there were 48 deaf and 
dumb males, 42 deaf and dumb females, 12 male blind, and LI female blind; making a total of 60 males 
and 53 females ; one is in the hospital.
41. What are the maximum and minimum ages of the pupils ? The maximum age is about 20, and the 
minimum about 7.
42. Do you keep them till they are 20 years of age ? Yes.
43. For educational purposes ? Sometimes we do. Some are pupil-teachers being educated at the same 
time.
44. What is the general rule as regards the maximum age ? The maximum is generally about 17 or 18 
years of age.
45. The maximum is generally about 17 ? Yes; 17 to 18. We keep girls longer than boys.
46. Under what circumstances do you keep them longer than that ? We keep them when we think that 
a year or two more would help them, when they have entered rather old, and are slow, and seem to need a 
year or two more schooling. Girls do not often go out to work for a living as boys do. Boys ought to 
leave here when they are about 16. They can then have five years apprenticeship by the time they are
21. We have one boy older than that, but we are keeping him to pass the matriculation examination, 
partly to show what the deaf can do, and to fit him for a higher sphere of life than boys who go to carpen
tering or anything like that. He is a boy in a better position in life.
47. An ordinary citizen cannot keep his children at school until they are 18 or 20 years of age ? No, he 
cannot; he has to put them to "work, and the Government school age is up to 14.
48. These inmates, who are supported by public subscription, have advantages as regards that which the 
ordinary citizen has not? To a certain extent they have; but in most cases where we keep them that time 
their fathers pay us a little more in school fees.
49. Now, with regard to the minimum age ? We had one child in the institution some years ago 51 years 
of age, but it was under very exceptional circumstances ; the child had no father or mother. Our rules are 
not hard and fast. In America and in Great Britain the consensus of opinion seems to be that 7 is a fit 
age at which to bring children into these institutions, and that up to that age they are better with their 
parents. That is what I gather from the American and English reports.
50. This report gives the number on the rolls on the 30th September ? Yes ; that is the end of our year. 
The report says as to the number of pupils:—

The number of pupils in attendance at the date of last report was 105. Two former pupils were readmitted and 
twenty-two new scholars were received. Sixteen were discharged or removed by their friends, leaving 113 at present on the 
rolls ; the net increase for the year being eight.

The following tabulated statement gives the usual details in regard to the pupils who have been under instructi < 
during the year :—• .

42 EOYAL COMMISSION ON PUBLIC CHARITIES—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

Deaf and Dumb. Blind. Totals.

Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female.

In the Institution on 30th September, 1896.................. 44 39 12 10 56 49
Admitted since ................................................................ 15 7 2 15 9

59 46 12 12 71 58
Discharged or removed................. .................................... 11 4 1 11 5

On the rolls on 30th September, 1897 ..................... 48 42 12 11 60 53
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51. Is not the teaching staff very large in proportion to the number of pupils? No; it is not large E. Kobmson.
enough. Mr. "Watson is now casting about for more help. The maximum number for a teacher to ^ve.29Mar~I898 
in a class of afflicted pupils is ten, but as we have not a very large institution our classes are not so big. ’’ *
52. Do you mean that the teaching staff is small for such an institution as this ? The internal teaching 
staff is small for the number of children. There is so much individual teaching.
53. You cannot have the class system as they have it in the Public schools ? No ; you must take each 
one individually, and it takes a deal of time. If we ha‘d the room, and our funds were more flourishing,
I think we should get another teacher at the end of this year. The Committee has decided to wait till 
we get our new additions.
54. That is the reason that you give for the large proportion of teachers—that you had to specialise your 
teaching to individual cases ? Yes ; we cannot have class teaching to such an extent as you could have it 
with children who are not afflicted. We article our teachers. All our present staff, except two deaf and 
dumb, have been articled to the Board for three years. Mr. Hewitt is the last. We take them at about 
18 years of age, and article them for three years.
55. You have to specially train your teachers ? Yes ; the ordinary trained teacher is only of use to us 
inasmuch as he has had a Public school training, which we try to utilise.
56. What subjects do you teach ? The synopsis of the inspector’s report in our last annual report will
give that. It says :— •

The course of instruction adopted is a varied and liberal one. It includes all the subjects taught in a primary 
school, together with drawing, music, Latin, French, modelling, carpentry, and cookery. '
57. What number of pupils went up for that inspection ? All of them. The report says :—■

The instruction is suitably arranged, and is imparted by intelligent and effective piethods. The general proficiency 
of each class in the several departments is given in the following statement:—

Manual Department—General Proficiency.—Class 1, 80 per cent. ; class 2, 77 per cent. ; class 3, 73 per cent. ; class 
4, 74 per cent.; class 5, 70 per cent. ; class 6, 70 per cent. ■

Oral Department.—General Proficiency—Class 1, 75 per cent. ; class 2, 70 per cent. ; class 3, 62 per cent. ; class 4,
72 per cent. ; class 5, 80 per cent. ; class 6, 60 per cent.

Blind Department.—General Proficiency—Class 1, 88 per cent. ; class 2, 81 per cent. ; class 3, 75 per cent. ; class 4,
82 per cent. ; class 5, 75 per cent.
It is a complete report—it covers the whole question. .
58. Have you a dietary scale ? Yes ; but I am not sure whether it has not gone out of print. We have 
it on large cards. It was fixed by the Ladies’ Committee, and there may be some hanging about now.
We have a dietary scale and also a time-table. We do not adhere strictly to it, it is more of a direction 
than an actual dietary scale, because our children cannot all take porridge for instance. We allow a great 
deal of latitude. We feed our children well, because we have children from homes superior to this 
institution. We could hardly bring some of these children down to the charity scale of diet. .
59. What method of discipline have you in school and out of school ? The children are all under the 
control of the Superintendent whose discipline is mild and firm.
60. Has he power to corporally punish them ? Yes ; he is the only one who has the power. No one 
else is permitted to punish the children except the Superintendent, unless he directs anyone to do it.
61. What other means of punishment are there ? Putting them in a corner and depriving them of. 
little privileges.
62. Although you have a dietary scale you do not go by it ? Not strictly. .
63. Practically you have not got one ? No. .
64. The reason why you have not got one is, that the conditions of the children are so varied that you 
cannot have a hard and fast dietary scale ? Yes ; the Ladies’ Committee give directions in that matter.
The Matron brings these things under their notice.
65. With regard to the discipline of the children you say that there are various punishments, including 
the withdrawal of privileges ? Yes; the children have a great deal of outing. That is one of their, 
privileges and they are left at home if their behaviour is not what the Superintendent considers it should 
be; but they are well behaved. We have very little trouble in that respect. When the Agricultural 
Show opens the children are all going there. Mr. Watson consulted me about it; he said, “We have an 
invitation to go to the Agricultural Show, shall we accept?” He said, “I will not take any but the.big. 
ones,-the tram authorities will give me passes to the Zoo.” The deaf and dumb children go to Watson’s 
Bay once or twice a year, and the blind go to hear the- Town Hall organ occasionally. We cannot take 
the blind to a cricket match. When the last test match was played here Mr. Watson said, “ I propose' 
to take the deaf and dumb to see the cricket match.” I said, “ What are you going to do with the, 
blind ? ” and he replied, “ We will take them to hear the organ.”
66. You think the discipline is mild ? Yes. .
67. What are Mr. Watson’s duties and powers? He has the general supervision of the internal manage-,
ment of the institution and is responsible to the Committee for the whole management of matters inside, 
the building. He has no responsibility with regard to collecting. His duties are set forth in this . 
regulation:— ,

1. He shall be appointed by, and be responsible to, the Board of Management, and he shall have the supervision of -
the whole establishment, together with such other duties as the Board may from time to time appoint. 1

2. He shall be responsible for the full and effective discharge of all duties connected with the schoolrooms, and will.
make such arrangements with the Matron and other officers as shall result in the efficient care and supervision of the ' 
pupils during recreation. '

He orders tbe necessary supplies, and be receives instructions from the directors through me. ' .
68. What are the Matron’s duties ? She is appointed by the Board, and to her is entrusted the internal r
management of the house. The first regulation is as follows :— .

_ L The Matron shall be appointed by the Board, and to her shall be entrusted the entire direction of the household, ■ 
taking care it is - conducted with the greatest regularity and economy. To her the female domestic servants of the • 
institution shall be responsible for the performance of their respective duties, and they shall not absent themselves without . 
her permission. Any irregularity must be immediately reported by her to the Superintendent. "

EOYAL COMMISSION ON PUBLIC CHARITIES----MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.
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E. Robinson. She has charge of the stores, <fec. The rules were made by Sir Arthur Eenwick, Mr. E. Hills, Mr. G-oodlet, 
29m""A~trq« lnyse^’ a,n<i some others. We spent nearly a fortnight over them. We had the rules of other institutions J rar., I89S. to gUi,ie us an(j our own 0](] rules an(j regulations.

69. About the accounts, have you had any special subsidy ? The special subsidies were in 1871 £2,000 
for building purposes. In 1873, £1,000 ;‘in 1879, £2,000. Total, £5,000.
70. Have you a yearly subsidy ? Yes, £450 a year.
71. Has it ever been more than that P No; at the start it was £100 a year, then £150 a year, then
£250 a year, and now it is £450 a year. We have received two donations of £200 each for asphalting 
the footpaths outside the institution. We are not in any municipality; we are a municipality to 
ourselves, and we have not any rates and taxes to pay. ”
72. These grants were made by the Government ? Yes. • '
73. By whom are the auditors appointed ? By the subscribers at their annual meeting. We generally 
have recognised accountants in the city—anybody we can get.
74. They are not paid ? No. There was another grant of £199. We had dry earth closets, and we were 
told to do away with them, and we had a drain made connecting with the sewer that goes into the Prince 
Alfred Hospital drain. That cost about £200. The Water and Sewerage Board wanted to charge rates 
for it, but we said, “ No ; we object; if you are going to do that, pay us back the £199 that we have 
expended,” and they paid us that sum ;—it was really a refund.
75. Have the accounts ever been audited by a Government auditor ? They come here to check our 
subscriptions.
76. They see whether you are in a position to claim tbe subsidy ? Yes; I think they look through our 
books a little. Mr. McKern was here recently and looked through all our books.
77. They have not gone into matters of expenditure? No; an Inspector of Charities, Mr. Eobison, used 
to come and ask about different matters, and so did Mr. Maxted, but they never checked the expenditure.
78. What conditions are imposed by the department for getting the subsidy? We simply send in a 
statement that we have received certain sums.
79. They do not follow that up by any further inquiry ? We send a duplicate slip to the Treasury, and 
they pay the grant in to the account of the institution in the Commercial Bank.
80. And they have no further control ? No. We always make a point of sending the annual report to 
the Colonial Secretary, and we have to furnish returns to several departments.
81* Wiiat is the amount of your accumulated funds ? When we were making our building up and com
pleting it we had a building fund account into which we used to pay all legacies that were not conditional, 
and we used to transfer periodically any surplus of money from subscriptions at the end of the year to 
our building account, to be used for the completion of the building. If you look through our reports, 
you will find that nearly every year we transferred from £100 to £400 or £500 to that fund.
82. Your accumulated funds will be balances to the credit of these various accounts ? Yes.
83. Which consists of these accounts—a balance to the credit of the perpetual subscribers, balance to the 
building account, Spittles’ legacy account, and the blind pupils’ prize account ? Yes; that last is the 
interest on the Spittles’ orphan fund.
84. Your funds will be these balances less any debit balances on any other fund ? Yes.
85. Have you transferred any sum from the building account back again ? Yes.
86. Why was that done ? Because the Committee thought that in our building fund account there were 
several legacies which it was undecided whether they were conditional or not. The Committee transferred 
them because there was a doubt whether they ought to have gone to the building fund, and we transferred 
them back recently.
87. That would have the effect of depleting the building fund to that extent ? Yes.
88. Then I understand that your institution has asked the Government for a grant in aid of the building 
fund ; was that since these re-transfers were made ? Yes. Since that we had asked the Government 
to help us, to give us something towards the amount that we had spent.
89. So that if this £2,265 had remained in the building fund it would have shown that you were so much 
less in need of a Government grant ? I am pretty well sure that Mrs. Grose’s legacy was a conditional 
one. It is difficult for us to find it out in these cases. This legacy is a pretty old one. Latterly we have 
been more diligent.
90. Surely there can be no difficulty in ascertaining the conditions of a legacy ? We have had some 
difficulty.
91. These legacies have been in the building fund for years, have they not ? Yes. In Mr. Cameron’s 
case it was three years before we got all of his.
92. The effect of tbe transfer is that the building fund is £2,265 less, and the endowment fund is so much 
the better ? Yes. I think it is a proper thing to have an endowment fund as a provision against bad 
times.
93. These legacies have been deliberately put to the building fund in the past, and afterwards transferred ? 
Our old rule was to do that; now we have passed a new resolution, that all legacies of £100 shall go to 
the perpetual subscribers’ fund.
94. How are these accumulated funds invested ? They have been in the Savings Bank, Barrack-street, up 
to recently, and we have received interest annually; but they have decided recently that they will not 
keep these large sums, and the directors are casting about to get a better return for our money. We 
are letting our money out on mortgage—according to the conditions of one bequest—upon suburban 
or city property, and getting 5 per cent, for it.
95. The tendency is to take money out of deposit and put it on mortgage ? Yes.
96. Besides the £5,000 in the Commercial Bank have you any Government securities? We have £900 
worth of Government debentures.
97. And you are increasing your mortgages ? Yes, we are increasing them where we can.
98. What was the income last year from accumulated funds ? The' interest from the perpetual sub
scribers’ fund was £1,103 18s. 2d.
99. You expect to make up the deficiency in interest by other investments ? Yes; we have had a good 
many discussions at the Board upon the subject. We have two gentlemen on the Board—Mr. Phillips, 
the treasurer, and Mr. Harrison—who, to a certain extent, are financial experts.

EOYAL COMMISSION ON PUBLIC CHARITIES—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.
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, . . ULXK'J UllOrU J J-l Ul/UCI [Jell L-fcp UL Cflt}
institution in America they estimated the cost per head at £38, and they

Our estimate is for general maintenance

100. Have you calculated the cost per day of the maintenance of the institution ? Tes. The maintenance E. Robinson.
?«Q7 Aocin t£?/ear endlng 31 -December, 1886, was £36 16s. 6d.; for the year ending 30 September, /------o
ini ’iV38 i ' ■®d' 29 Mar., 1898.
101. Does that include everjtliirig P Yes.
1ao‘ 50es ^ incdude charges for interest or rent ? Ho ; we pay no rent.
Vni ™ ther,e I,8 a caPital of £52>°00 ? We do not include that.

1 inr' mu 1. udes no charge for rent ? Ho charge for rent or interest on the cost.
T6 18 a Very caPltal mvolved ? I do not know whether thev do that in other parts of theworld. In one report from an A---- ^---------- j* . i ■> . , . . . .

had nearly 400 children. .
106. I simply want to bring out whether it is done ? It is not.
of the institution, including salaries. *
107. You have males and females associated together here ? Yes
108 How far is this association permitted ? It is a question which Mr. Watson can give you more 
paHiculars about than I could The pupils associate together in school and at their meals, but not at
i Vt‘,1 + n "nderst°od ^ the Hjs shall not go to the girls’ department. The children are not per- 
rnitted to be in any front portion of the ground except under the supervision of some of the officers 
'■•Tf f 0rder ^ keeP t]ie grounds nice. One regulation is that the boys and girls must keep their own 
nremkes TT ™le ^ys:-“Boys and girls must keep on their own side of the
the T?n»wi -T mu ffi1C-tru’'110 fal s ko clleck or1rePort any breach of this rule will incur the displeasure of 
the Board. I he kitchen department and the dining-room divide the boys from the girls portion, and, as
i ncwim6 Can,-i"e keeP t le female work on the female side and the male work on the male side

PT1S ass0ciat,e toptbf at meals and in class ? Yes. And, of course, out walking the boys 
and girls walk separately, though they go out at the same time. One of the standing rules of the
^tlfUt+°v at WaS t0 fuake ^ a8far as Possible> of a family nature. We do not want to draw hard- 
ana-tast lines that may not have satisfactory results.
110. How far do you consider the association of the two sexes advantageous? I think it softens them 
harm than goodSeParate ^ glr 8 ^ tel1 tkem tkat tkey mUst not look at one mother you do more
111. You think that the amount of association that they have here is advantageous? Yes, decidedly.
The report tells us that m so many families there are more than one deaf and dumb brother and sister, 
so that when they go home they are associated. ’
112. Has any serious trouble ever arisen from the association of these children ? Ho, we have never had
marriedUb e‘ ThBre hM tr0Ubl° 0utside> after the7 have left, with some of them. Some have

118. You mean to say that ex inmates have married ? Yes. In one or two cases the girls became 
enceinte before they were married We do not bring them here much after they have left.8 We rather 
discourage their coming here for safety sake.

3°t-ha\e had no seri?us; trouble whilst they were in the institution ? Ho. Sometimes we found 
Doys makmg towards the girls, side, but we have had no serious trouble.
llo. Would you call that affair of _ * * * a serious trouble ? It might have become serious • it
was not serious as far as it went; it was checked. ’
116. Are you quite sure that these older boys and girls cannot meet together after dark ? Ho I am 
wAb1*6 8Ur<t ?■} C vrSu’ anyb,°dy can do aDything if they undertake to do it. We lock the doors to 
can^Srae!1’ ^ ^ a ^ b°y makeS UP ^ mmd t0 get t0 a big gir1, and both are willinS-110 doubt it

in thecase of37 ^ • ? ^ ^ haS eVer C°me t0r.my kllowledSe tbat tboy did, except
1 e . , ^ and that teacher, some years ago, who was found taking a blind girl into

front Afbvr00LnSrfLr wbat PurP0Se d could 0la]J guess- He used to go about with his hands held out in 
Tv, t* fi118 ’ b.e.fas,a mai1 about 25 years of age. He ran against the girl, and he pushed her
™nkroWI mt,T ^ S,°me °1lE'.tbe gir.ls in tbe dining-room saw him pushing he?, and they

ound and stood in the front and saw him pulling her about or doing something that they thought 
was wrong m the visitors -room. They told the matron, who immediately went and brought the girl away 
They sent for me, and I ran him out into the street. I followed him into the street, and he said, “ What
about my clothes, and I said his clothes would be sent to him. I reported the matter to the Board and he was dismissed. . -*->ua±u, <tnu
118. What about the association of the deaf and dumb and blind ;-do you fihd that it answers well ?
TP 1 + -n u * 18 tobo.tb- 1 tbmk Jt causes them to have sympathy for each other’s afflictions
In trreat Britain and America it is a common thing for the deaf and dumb and the blind to be associated 
together m one institution, partly, perhaps, for economy. I do not know any other reason. There is 
nothing m common m their affliction. You could, perhaps, deal with the blind better in another insti
tution When we started m 1861, we waited year after year, in the hope that some bodv of gentlemen 
would take up the cause of the blind, but we had many applications for the admission of blind persons 
They seemed to link the two together. People asked us to teach their blind children : and after waiting 
six or seven years and finding that no one took up the cause of the blind, our directors decided to admit 
blind children, and to obtain teachers.
119. Do you think that in a small community like this it is an economical arrangement ? Yes ; I think

12° H America they can specialise ? Yes, but they do not do it. I do not know of any institutions for 
the deaf and blind m England or America that separate the blind from the deaf and dumb
d?1, ddoj011 tbat the deaf and dumb are spiteful, and that they tease the blind ? Ho I never heard of anything of the sort. ’ ucaiu.
122. You have observed them at play ? I am not here very often, but I have seen them at play, and I do 
not recollect an instance of deaf and dumb and blind children ill-using each other. ^ J
128. You think they are mutually helpful? Yes, I am sure they are. If you saw them all mived nr,
.Xoatog” Stag S'LSoml”" ‘m' “d 1 ““ “ 8001 ’,h“ “sweMd “4 “» °‘h»
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J2. Robinson. 125. You have a teacher of gymnastics have you not? Yes, Mr. Everingham teaches gymnastics.
/ 12G. You have a concert hall, what do you do about that ? It is used for lessons and drawing and

29 Mar., 1898. modelling, for drill, and for meetings.
127. Do you have any entertainments there ? Sometimes we have people who come and give entertain
ments now and then.
128. How often? We have had lectures and magic-lantern entertainments, hut during the last year or 
two we have not done so much. We found it a big task to get up entertainments and issue tickets. It 
was really a losing spec, by the time we came to pay the expenses. We did not charge for tickets—we 
did not feel justified in doing so in an institution like this. We made a collection at the door, and we 
used to be £2 or £3 short of our expenses. We did it to advertise the institution and keep it before the 
public. The children’s friends came, and it did have the effect of developing the talents of blind pupils, 
because we made them sing, and give solos, and do other things at the entertainment.
129. How are the stores purchased ? The matron is responsible for receiving the stores, which are all 
bought by tender.
130. She is responsible for passing the stores ? Yes, and for the quantity.
131. How long are the contracts for ? Twelvemonths. They are called for in December, and they start 
in January.
132. Do you make frequent changes in your contracts ? No : we do not. If the superintendent and the 
matron find that the contracts are properly fulfilled, and if the price is as low as other people’s, we take 
them again. We call for fresh tenders each year.
133. These tenders are called for publicly? Yes, under printed conditions.
134. And if the contractor has done his work well you renew his contract ? If he fulfils his contract he 
does not lose it if his price is low. The accounts are paid monthly, being checked by the matron. She 
signs as having received the goods, and Mr. Watson as having ordered them. Mr. Cook, the accountant, 
checks the prices and the totals, and the treasurer submits the accounts to the Board.
135. The matron is responsible for the quality and the quantity ? Yes. If a man leaves forty loaves he 
leaves a slip of paper with the number on, and the matron has to see that the loaves are there.
136. How many paying inmates have you at £40 a year ? I had better give you a return, showing what 
each pupil pays.
137. £40 is your maximum ? Yes ; it is. .
138. Do you think that £40 is sufficient, seeing that the cost according to your own statement is about 
£38 ? Yes, we reckon that that about covers it.
139. Does that include clothing ? It does and it does not. It does not in the case of a person who pays

. £40 a year. Those people pay extra for clothing. The Glovernment pay £36 a year and that includes
clothing. It is £30 for maintenance and £6 for clothing. I think £6 is about a fair thing for the 
clothing of each child. We reckon that we can clothe a child for £6 a year and do repairs to clothing.
140. What are the conditions of admission here ? Simply that they are afflicted and of the proper age; 
The application must be made in writing, addressed to the secretary, and it must be sent before the child 
is brought to the institution. There are no disabilities in the way of admitting children, each application 
has to go before the Board. We had a child here about whom we had some discussion, an Indian deaf 
and dumb girl, who had been brought over here by somebody who made application for her to be admitted 
to this institution, in order that she might be taught, and eventually sent back to India, to become a 
teacher of similarly afflicted children, but she was so dull and stupid that we could not do much good with 
her, and after a year had elapsed they took her away. We are always careful to get some payment, we 
do not take children without a guarantee that they will be paid for.
141. In New South Wales what efforts are made to inquire whether parents and guardians are able to 
pay ? We require them to fill up a series of forms, they fill up application forms for admission, in 
which they are supposed to give us all the information that is necessary. We write to magistrates and 
to clergymefi to ask them for information ; to clergymen by preference, because they can generally give 
more information than a magistrate. By this means we ascertain the position of the parents of the 
afflicted child. We may write to a clergyman and say that a person whom he knows offers to pay £2 a 
year for his child, and ask if he cannot pay more, and we say to him, “ What you tell us will be regarded 
as confidential.” Then we get a letter giving details of the man’s position, and if we are still not satisfied 
we have of late years invoked the aid of the police. The Inspector-General of Police has permitted us to 
communicate with the police authorities in whatever district the parents of an afflicted child were situated.' 
By these means we generally get at the facts.
142. In all cases, you make inquiries of that nature ? In nearly all cases ; in some it is not necessary.
143. A man may be in bad circumstances this year, but six months hence he may have recovered? We 
watch that.
144. How often do you make inquiries? About every year. We do more than that; when Mr. Cook 
goes collecting in a district, it is part of his duty to inquire into the circumstances of the parents of any 
of the inmates living in that district, and I think he does it.
145. Do you ever sue them when they do not pay ? I do not think that our directors would sue.
146. Do you think it is fair to the subscribers not to do so ? It is a charity.
147. It is not a charity for the well-to-do people? Well, we get the money ; I’ll tell you what we do. 
When we send a child home at Christmas we tell them they had better keep them at home. After 
a while, I say to the committee, “I have requested this man to keep his child at home four weeks, but it 
does not make any impression, had I not better take the child back ?” and the answer generally is, “Yes 
take the child back.”
148. Do you receive pupils from outside of New South Wales? We only receive two classes—one from 
the other colonies when they are prepared to pay us the full fee ; we have one from Tasmania now for 
whom the Government are paying, and that will cease at the end of the year, because I have received a' 
communication saying that it was their intention to establish an institution in Tasmania.
149. Before you receive pupils from another colony, you have to have either a substantial private guar
antee or a Government guarantee ? Yes ; we require the Government of New South Wales and the 
Government of Tasmania to sign guarantees; we are informed on legal authority that we could take' 
proceedings upon them. They say there is no doubt about our being able to sue upon the documents.
150. Are there any arrears in respect of inmates from outside New South Wales? No; they are all.*
paid up. 151 •
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151. Are they all recoverable ? I do not know how you could recover in Queensland. ' Bobinson.
152. I mean as between the G-overnment of New South Wales and the Glovernment of Queensland?
The Glovernment of New South Wales sign a guarantee for the children of New South Wales only. 29 Mar., 1888.
153. You are sure there are no arrears of payment for children from the other colonies ? No ; there are 
no arrears.
154. There are no arrears for any children from outside New South Wales ? No. .
155. hat are the arrears for the children of New South Wales? A good deal;—some hundreds of
pounds. We write them off periodically. ,
156. Then we should like to know the amount written off ? 1 will get the book. Some are very much
in arrears. When we find any chance to get the arrears we go for them.
157. You take a guarantee from the Governments of other colonies ? Yes.
158. That provides for the return of those children ? Yes.
159. Do you find that inmates.from the other colonies who have been here for some years,'and have been 
returned to their own colony, have a tendency to drift back to New South Whies ? I think there is a 
tendency to do that.
160. Can you give an instance ? The adults do not come under my notice. I know that there are some 
here ; Mr. Watson can give you some information. He has a list of the occupations of all the children 
who have left.
161. Have you on your books any children whose parents and guardians you think can pay, and will not ?
There are about tw’o cases in arrears, and the money will be got, I think.
162. Have you pressed them? Yes.
163. Where there is any possibility of a debt becoming good, you retain it on your books ? Yes ; you may 
say that we retain them all. We never lose sight of them, and if the people can pay we try to get the 
money.
164. Do you find that there is any difficulty with children brought up under different circumstances ;— 
you have some from poor homes and some from good homes? We do not make any distinction.
165. Do they mix ? They mix fairly well, I think. Of course children from rough homes are not as 
refined in their manners as the others. I do not think that the others would come down, but I think the 
rough ones would come up to their standard.
166.. About the articulation system of teaching;—what are the qualifications of the teacher? There is a 
certificated teacher from the Ealing College for teaching the German method of articulation—the oral 
method.
167. Your pupils are all boarders, I believe ? Yes; day scholars cannot be educated so effectually as 
those who are resident in the institution.
168. Why would it not answer to have day pupils ? In the first place they are not regular in coming.
and going; in the next place the control of them is not so good, and their parents are not able to teach s
them at home. There is a difficulty in getting day pupils to and from school. Tbe London School 
Board determined that they would do away with institutions to a certain extent and have only day 
scholars, but they have since come to the conclusion that it will not succeed, and they are now building 
an institution. The Bev. Dr. Stainer is convinced that there must be an institution. They are being 
trained in the institution from the time they get up in the morning until they go to bed at night. Where 
you could educate a boy in a public school in five years it would take from seven to ten years to educate 
a deaf and dumb boy. The process is so much slower. The blind do not require to remain so long in
the institution as the deaf and dumb. Taking them generally they cannot receive the same amount of
education as the boy in possession of his seeing faculties.
169. Do you give manual training ? We have carpentry work and gymnastics.
170. Anything for the girls ? Yes ; fancy work, household duties, and laundry work.
1/1. You do not carry on any industrial work? No ; we have not time.
172. It is a large boarding school ? That is practically what it is. Every afternoon and evening there 
are mssons and necessary recreation, then going to organ recitals, and one or two other things takes up a 
lot of time. It appears to me that they are always at it.
173. What regulations have, you for the visits of children’s friends to the institution? People are
permitted to visit the institution on two days a week. Page 68 of the report says :—The institution is 
open to subscribers and other visitors on Tuesdays and Eridays from 2 to 4 p.m., and at other times on 
special order from the hon. secretary or a director.” That special order rule comes in with regard to 
people from other colonies, and other people who, perhaps, want to bring a child in. If a father and 
mother come to me with a deaf child, many having serious scruples about putting them in the institution,
I give them an order to enable them to come out here and look at the place, and to be shown through the 
building. Another rule is as followsr-“ That children are permitted to leave the institution to visit 
their friends once a month on special written application being made to the hon. secretary.” That applies 
mostly to children about the suburbs ; some parents like to have them home once a month. There is 
another rule with regard to cases of serious illness. Deaf and dumb and blind children are more likely to 
catch complaints than other children, and if a child goes to a home where there is any infectious disease, 
we do not re-admit that, child for a time. The matron’s instructions are, that on a child’s return, before 
the child is taken back into the institution, he or she shall be questioned in the visitors’ room. They are 
asked how they have been getting on, and whether there has been any serious illness at home. Last year 
I telegraphed to the parents of one child “ Do not send your boy back until I know what has been the
matter. They, had had a death in the family, and I did not know what had been the cause of death. ■
174. Are the friends of the children allowed to see them without any undue restriction ? Yes • we never
bother. ’
175. Do they go into the grounds ? They sit in the room or go outside as they please.
176. They have free intercourse ? Eree intercourse on regulation days. The friends bring lollies and 
cakes, and they sit together in the rooms. Eor the first six months the friends of the children come 
pretty often; afterwards they come less often. .
177. As regards your officers, who have the handling of money, have you any fidelity guarantees ? Yes •
Mr. Cooke is the only one. Mr. Watson handles a little money, perhaps £10 or £20 a year, from the sale ' 
of things made by the deaf and dumb boys. I think last year the amount was £11.
178. What amount of guarantee have you from Mr. Cooke? It is £250. ■
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E. Robinson. 179. Is he the only collector ? He is the only one at present. We shall have to have another, I think.
180. Do you find that your ex-inmates intermarry after leaving here? I think they do. We place no 

29 Mar., 1898. obstacle in the way, and it does not seem to he objected to in any other part of the world. I do not
know of any afflicted children resulting from it.
181. Does it not tend in the case of the deaf and dumb to perpetuate the affliction ? I do not think it 
does. I cannot find out that it does. The Americans go largely into that question.
182. Have you any literature on that subject ? Ho, none ; except a report. It maybe that the deaf and 
dumb will produce deaf and dumb ; but I do not think they do any more than the unafflicted do.
183. It would appear that there would be a tendency to perpetuate it? I do not think so.
184. You think they do intermarry ? Yes ; we have ten cases of their intermarriage in the Colony.
185. Mr. Powell.~\ In all cases are the offspring sound ? Yes ; so far as I know. •
180. President^ Do you find that your ex-inmates take to mendicancy or street music? No ; I know of 
two—one sells peanuts at the corner of Gleorge-street, but he blows the organ in St. Andrew’s Cathedral. 
He is blind. The deaf and dumb are too high-spirited to go begging after they leave here.
187. I see from your report that you make great efforts to get children from the country to the 
institution ? Our efforts are never ceasing, and a large proportion of the time of our collector in years 
gone by was devoted to searching the country for afflicted children to bring them within the influence of 
this institution. We issued circulars and advertised in almost every newspaper in New South Wales. 
We send copies of our reports to every newspaper, and we advertised in the Town and Country Journal 
and in the Mail for six months. When Mr. Cooke goes to such places as Wagga Wagga and Albury, 
apart from the fact of his being there to collect, he does his utmost to put the institution before the 
public. I attribute the success of the institution to the publicity given to its existence.
188. It appears that you have to use persuasion to get many persons to send their children ? Yes; 
sometimes they do not like to part with them. They have scruples about letting them out of their control. 
They doubt whether the children will be taken care of in the institution. A man came to me from 
Lithgow in December who had a deaf and dumb boy. I gave him all the forms, and told him to have 
them filled up and posted to me ; and then I said “ when you come back bring the child with you, and I 
will get the sanction of the committee for him to be admitted.” He promised to do that, but I have not 
got that child yet. There should be no need to persuade parents to send their children to the institution. 
In the case to which I have referred the man worked at the shale mines, and was a decent, respectable 
man. He has five other children.
189. Do you keep in touch with the pupils after they have left the institution ? We do a little. Our rule is 
to educate them, and put them out into the world if we can. We send the blind boys to the Woolloomooloo 
Institute, and to recoup that institution for loss whilst they are training for the first six or twelve months 
we give them a bonus. The deaf and dumb girls go out to do housework. We have not a great number 
of blind, only about twenty-five.
190. Do you find more difficulty in placing the blind out than in placing the deaf and dumb ? Yes ; the 
deaf and dumb we have not much trouble with. In one instance we sent a boy out, and said that we were 
prepared to pay £10 to a man who would teach that boy a trade. I was asked if I was going to pay the 
man £10 straight away; I was told that if I did in two weeks he would be in the street. That was not 
our intention. After the boy had been learning his trade for several months I would pay £5, and another 
£5 subsequently.
191. Then you have very little difficulty in placing the deaf and dumb, and the blind you send to the 
Woolloomooloo Institution ? We have to advertise. Mr. Cooke is issuing advertisements for next Saturday 
that we have deaf and dumb boys to place out to learn trades.
192. But you do manage to place them ? Yes : but there is a lot of trouble.
193. The blind you send to Woolloomooloo ? Yes.
194. Those who require to learn a trade ? Yes; of course the directors place the responsibility of 
putting the children into the world upon the parents if they can. I think it is the parents’ duty.
195. Have you given any consideration to the general question of the adult blind ? No, not very much. 
We are giving more attention to the deaf just now. The blind are a very small class with us. We are 
going to try to get a home for the adult deaf, a very important part of the work. My impression is that 
at Woolloomooloo they do all that is necessary in regard to the blind.
196. There are only fifty-three blind persons of school age in the Colony ? That was some years ago ; 
there are more now. We have received 114 blind since 1869.
197. What about the health of the inmates ? We are wonderfully free from sickness. We rarely, if 
ever, have any infectious disease here. When we have we send the patient away. We had a case the 
other day of an inflamed eye. Our matron is a qualified nurse, holding certificates from several doctors, 
and she does all the nursing here; but we could not employ her on a case like that; we sent the boy 
away to the hospital.
198. You do not attempt to isolate them here ? Yes; we have two hospital rooms, and when any 
complaint makes its appearance the patient is isolated.
199. And if anything develops you send the patient away ? Yes.
200. Do the children go away in vacation time ? Yes.
201. Who pays the expenses ? At the annual vacation the G-overnment grant them free passes by railway, 
the parents have to pay for those who go by steamer. The vacations are five weeks at Christmas and one 
week at mid-winter. We send 112 children away each vacation. Those residing in the suburbs are

■ fetched by their friends, and in some cases those who come from the country are fetched by their friends.
A large number of them go into the country. We send them all away in two days. We submit a list to 
the Government showing where the children have to go, and get the necessary passes. It is a tremendous 
task getting them away. We have three van-loads of boxes to go to the railway station. We watch all 
the steamers and all the trains, and we send officers to see them off safely. We give the children in 
charge of the railway guard for him to see that they get out at the right station, and, where there is a 
branch line, to see that the child changes at the proper place.

1 202. You send them without a guide ? Yes ; we are opposed to guides. The children have to go about
sooner or later, and we say that they must learn as quickly as they can. We only had one pupil who 
went astray.
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203. I understand that Mr. Cooke does all the collecting ? Tes, except that done hy friends of the insti- ®°hinson.
tution. A task is to persuade the people to keep the thing up. The collections from friends of the 
institution came to under £100, but it helps, and make the institution known. In some instances we ar'’ ' 
get the friends of the pupils to collect.
204. Is Mr. Cooke paid by salary? Tes.
205. He receives no commission? No commission. His travelling expenses are paid, and he gets a 
salary.
206. Has he a great deal to do ? Tes ; too much.
207. I suppose he keeps all the books ? Tes; he keeps all the accounts, he pays all the bills, draws all 
the cheques, attends the Board meetings, prepares three copies of the minutes each month, and he comes 
to me every morning and receives the letters. We have three or four mortgages, and he collects the 
interest each quarter.
208. How many hours a day does he work ? He is with me at five minutes to 9 in the morning, and he 
leaves here at 5 o’clock at night; hut he is here two or three nights a week as well.
209. What provision is made for the work when he is away collecting ? It waits until he comes back, 
except what I can do. The letters all come to me. I give an interim receipt for moneys.
210. But the hooks must get into arrears ? He pulls that up by working overtime.
211. What checks do the auditors apply ? Mr. Cooke has a collecting book. I do not think they check 
every butt, but the treasurer does. He comes every month, and goes through everything.
212. But the auditors do not? No, they do not check the butts.
213. The real check should be from outside the institution ? Mr. Phillips goes through them very 
carefully.
214. Still he is your own officer ? Tou can hardly cast suspicion in the matter.
215. I am simply asserting a principle ? No doubt it is a correct principle, but if we had any other 
check we should have to pay for it. If the Government would check the accounts of these institutions 
it would be a very good thing.
216. That is the object of my question ? I do not know how they do it in America. There they give 
every detail in their report. If they buy a broom it is put down so many cents ; they are all State 
institutions there. They send in a report to the State legislature, and say, “ We want 250,000 dollars,” 
and the money is put on the Estimates and voted.
21/. The check which you rely on chiefly is that of Mr. Phillips ? Tes. I used to do it at one time, but 
it became a serious task. I used to go through every butt, but when you collect a sum of 2s. 6d. or 7s. 6d. 
in the country we do not put that in the butt; we do not profess to give receipts for sums under 5s.
218. Has any collector ever appropriated any of the monev collected? Tes; a collector whom we had
before Mr. Cooke came. "
219. How did he manage to do it ? He did not fill out the butts, and did not out the amounts in his
sheets. 1
220. Did you have butts ? Tes; and I checked them, but I did not check them sufficiently. The Committee 
had the man before them, and he promised to repay the amount, and lest the interests of the institution 
should suffer by publicity we did not say much about it. We took from him promissory notes for the 
amount, but they were never met. He did good work ; he brought in a lot of children and a good amount 
of money. He worked hard. His deficiency amounted to about £200.
221. Tou propose to build ? Tes.
222. What are the extensions required for? Eor dormitory accommodation and increased kitchen and 
dinmg-room accommodation, also a new laundry.
223. Is the dormitory accommodation insufficient for 112 persons ? It is just about full.
224. What is wrong with the kitchen ? It is twenty-six years old, it is too small and not up to date.
We cannot do the cooking very well in it. During the last four years the number of pupils has increased 
from seventy-six to 114.
225. Was that return for the Chief Secretary prepared with reference to the extension? Tes.
226. How many persons can be seated in the dining-room ? I think it is just about comfortably full now.
Mjr proposal for the addition is to give us room for about 170 pupils in the dining-room. At present the 
officers have their meals in the dining-room; that is to say, they dine in the same room where the children 
dine, but a little after them. They have their breakfast about the same time and tea or dinner at night 
about the same time. I propose that we should take that table out of the dining-room, because, whilst 
theoretically the officers are supposed to have an oversight during the meal-hour, practically they do not, 
and my proposal is that the officers shall have a separate dining-room. It will contribute in more ways 
than one to the comfort and convenience of the officers and pupils, one officer will be detailed to 
remain on duty whilst pupils are taking their meals, to see that they behave properly and that they get 
enough to eat. We shall perhaps have 140 children next year.
227. Do you know that you will get them ? Tes; we know of a good many now that are too young.
228. Bup some of the others will be retiring ? We have considered that; but unfortunately the retiring 
children will be very few.
229. Have you had to refuse admission owing to insufficient accommodation? No, and we shall not have 
to do that. We can dismiss some of the elder ones to make room.
230. Have you names on your books that lead you to suppose that you will get the increased number?
No ; but we hear of them. Mr. Cooke can tell of a good many in the country.
231. What number will be provided for with the increased accommodation ? About 170 ; an increase of 
from seventy to eighty.
232. That means about 50 per cent, more? That is what we are going to arrange for.
233. What sum have you asked for from the Colonial Secretary ? £6,000. '
234. What is the estimated cost ? The architect's is about £6,000; but it will cost more.
235. Have you asked for the whole £6,000? Tes. We have spent £47,000 on buildings, and we have 
had only £5,000 from the Government.
236. Are your ordinary operations hampered at all for want of funds ? No. I am sanguine enough to 
hope that we shall never want for funds here whilst we keep our good name.
237. Are you and the Committee satisfied with the staff as a whole ? Tes ; it is a splendid staff.
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K. Bobimon. 238. Do you think the salaries and wages are fair ? I think they are below fair, taking into account 
' what I see is paid in other parts of the world. There are one or two that, if I had the power, I would

29 Mar.,1898. increase right away. Mr. Watson is very anxious to get more for the teacher of carpentry. He is worth 
. more, except that he is an afflicted man ; he is very deaf, and we get him at his present wages because he

could not get work outside. He does all the repairs in the place, and instructs the carpentry class, being 
a fairly good carpenter. With regard to the other pupil-teachers, there is one for drawing and modelling, 
Mr. Bennett, -who gets £100 a year.
239. There is no extravagance ? None at all.
240. Does the Public Instruction Department recognise the training that you give to the teachers ? Tes. 
We arrange with them, so that they do not lose their status in the Department. They can go up for 
examination and get their certificates.
241. They become, in fact, pupil-teachers of the Public Instruction Department? Tes, indirectly.
242. How many pupil-teachers have you ? We have Mr. Byrne, Miss Beaumont, and Mr. Hewitt. .
243. Are the children for whom the Government pay £36 a year sent here by the State Children’s Belief 
Board? Tes ; they all come through them now, and they recommend the payment. We do not put 
every child on the Government; we educate some free. Of course, owing to the pressure of the 
times, we are obliged now to ask the Government to pay more than wTe otherwise should ask them to pay.
244. What we want to get at is how those children come here who are sent by the State Children’s 
Belief Board ? They are responsible for them to a certain extent; they help us very much. Last year 
we had live, and we could not tell where their fathers and mothers were. The Board took them away 
to Mittagong, and sent them back to us in splendid health. We sent them away fagged out with hard 
work in the middle of December, and got them back in February in good health.
245. So that your children who have no home to go to are taken away ? They oblige us by taking some.
246. Do the children get free passes to Mittagong ? Tes. _
247. This institution is not charged for them in any way ? No ; the Colonial Secretary’s Department is, I
think. We get free passes, which we change for tickets. _
248. Mr. Barling.'] Our object here is to see whether the funds of the institution are economically 
managed, and, of course, the test will be as to the cost. It appears to me that the cost per pupil, 
as far as the staff is concerned, is £21 6s.; for provisions per pupil, about £14 10s.—that is, £35 16s.; 
and the interest on the debt, reckoned at 3£ per cent., estimated at £48,000, would be £1,680, which 
would have to be divided amongst 113 pupils ; that would come to about £15 per head ; so that each pupil 
costs the State and the institution about £50 10s. a year, and you get fees that would average about 
£10 13s. per head, bringing down the actual cost to £37 17s. per head? Tes. In some American insti
tutions it costs £30 apart from the staff. I have an impression that the cost of the education of the deaf 
and dumb and blind here averages about the same as it is in America. I am sorry to say that I have lost 
the book that I had which gave tbe cost per head in dollars at about thirty institutions in America. I 
think that it was from £38 to £60 per annum.
249. Do they include interest on the cost of tbe buildings ? I do not know whether they do.
250. Do you think that £50 10s. per annum per child is a reasonable cost ? I think, considering the '

' nature of the institution and the education given, that it is. '
251. Tou tell us that there are some children here of wealthy people ? Tes.
252. Then, according to that, they are paying too little ? Tes ; I think they are charged too little. They 
•could not put their children to the ordinary boarding schools at a charge of less than £40 or £50 per year.
253. Then do you not think it would be a fair thing to charge them at least £55 a year? It would. We
■consider that the subscribers to the institution contribute something in that way. _ _
254. Tou are taking them at the expense of both the State and the institution;—do you not think it 
will be wise to revise your charges in view of that ? I do not think we should get the money. Only a 
small minority pay up the full rate. One parent pays us £40 a year, and it must cost him £10 or £15 a 
year to take his boy from New South Wales to Queensland and back. Another, a squatter, pays us 
very liberally. We buy clothing for those boys at the wholesale houses, and we buy a little better 
•clothing for those children than we should for some of the others. The parents pay us for it at the end 
of the year.
255. In the account you do not include the cost of clothing obtained from persons of the better class, do 
you ? Tes.
256. I think you said that a large sum of your money, £25,000, was in the Commercial Bank ? Tes.
257. For which you get 3 per cent. ? Tes.
258. Finding that a small rate of interest, you are putting it out on real property ? Tes.
259. What regulations have you for that ? We have no special regulations, but we have the Board of 
Directors. The treasurer, myself, and Mr. Harrison have to supervise investments. We have to be 
satisfied that they are right before we accept them, and we get a valuation.
260. Is it known that you have money to invest? No. _ _
261. How do people come to know it ? It is only during the last six months we have done anything in 
that way. Messrs. Iceton and Faithfull have been acting for us, and they have charged us very little.
262. Then you lend out the money through Messrs. Iceton and Faithfull ? We have not lent through 
them yet; we have only taken three mortgages. This came about through J. T. Neale’s legacy. The 
executors said that if we liked we could take over some mortgages, and we took £800 in mortgages. We 
had the pick of them.
263. How many mortgages have you out ? Four altogether. The first we had was many years ago. A 
drill instructor was either building or buying a cottage, and we let him have a mortgage on the cottage. 
It has been a most unfortunate speculation for us. The mortgage was effected twelve or fourteen years 
ago, and it is in existence now, except that we have virtually foreclosed. We are receiving the rents.
264. Tou are not lending anything on station property? No ; on city and suburban property.
265. And on a proper valuation ? Tes.
266. What proportion would you lend on a valuation ? Except in very rare cases not more than half.
In this last case we lent two-thirds—£550, at 5 per cent.; and a house, valued by the owner at £1,000, and 
by Bichardson and Wrench at £900; but it happens to be in a very exceptional position ; it is a choice 
block of ground. ‘

. [The Commission adjourned at half-past 12 o’clock, and resumed at l-45 p.m.]
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’ Ellis Robinson (examination continued) :—
267. Mr. Powell.^ Referring to the published accounts, I suppose we may say that the expenditure for E. Robinson.
1897 was £4,238 ? Tes, less something in hand. —------
268. And that the salaries and wages for the year, according to the secretary, amount to £2,379—according 29 Mar., 1898. 
to these accounts to £2,101? Probably there is something included in that which was paid since the
30th September.
269. Tour subscribers at Sydney gave £674, but you take off £42 17s. 3d. ? Tes ; that was received after 
the account was closed. We have to put it in that wp.y ; we should not get it again next year. Sometimes 
the subscription for 1896 is not given till the following year.
270. The Sydney collections for that year were £674? Tes.
271. Then did not the country collections amount altogether to £92 ? No, £411.
272. £105 was collected by friends, and _you collected ,£306, making a total of £411 ? Tes.
273. Does not that make the total collections £1,068 ? Tes.
274. Then the interest you receive amounts to more than the whole amount of your subscriptions from 
the public ? Tes.
275. Then you have invested in varying interest £28,000? Tes.
276. Tour buildings and land unencumbered you value at £50,000 ? £52,000.
277. I notice that your collector only collects along the railway lines ? He does not go off the railway "
line. It is questionable whether it would pay to go anywhere else and he has not the time. •
278. I suppose that the statement on page 65 of the Annual Report as to school fees we may take as 
reliable ? Tes, that is taken from our books.
279. I have gone into this account, and I find that there were eighty-three of the children from whom 
school fees were contributed, and thirty who appear to be entirely free ? I do not think that so many as 
thirty are free. I think they are paid for by the Government. Tou must divide the thirty into two 
lots, and say that some should be paid for.
280. But the thirty are not paid for ? No.
281. Do you think this will he right—thirty-three pay under £10 a year each, six pay £10 a year each, 
four pay £12 a year each, three pay under £14 each, one pays £14, one pays £15, seven pay £20, one 
pays £25, twenty-one pay £36 each, six pay £40 each, then according to this statement, with the 
exception of the six children paying £40 a year each, the Government pay £36 each for twenty children, 
that is £720 which the New South Wales Government pay, and the Tasmanian Government pay for two.
What I want to ask you is—are not the Government actually paying the highest rate, except those who 
are paying £40 a year each for those six children ? Tes ; that includes clothing, it is £30 for fe.es, and 
£6 for clothing. - "
282. brom the report it seems to me that the subscribers have fallen off very much since 1891 ? Tes, 
they have not fallen off in numbers so much as in amounts. Many who used to give three guineas now 
give only one guinea.
283. They have fallen off both in town and country? Tes; they have fallen off in the country partly 
because there are so many competing institutions collecting against us. Tears ago there was no other 
benevolent institution sending round, now there are the cottage hospitals, the Strathfield institution, and 
the Woolloomooloo institution all competing.
284. Looking at the work done by this institution does it not appear to you that the number of subscribers 
is very small? It is not so large as it ought to be.
285. And especially in the country ? It is not so big in the country as it ought to be. During the last 
few years we have not sent into the country as much as we used to do. We used to have one collector 
down the rivers, one up north, and one in Queensland.
286. Tet you get the largest number of children from the country ? Tes.
287. Taking into consideration the fact that this fine building that we are in now is entirely paid for, and 
that you have an endowment fund of £28,000, do you not think that the public for these reasons are 
disinclined to subscribe ? To a very small extent.
288. The suggestion has been made that you seem to be so well off that people are not inclined to give ?
Tes.
289. Do you not think that this endowment fund is likely to prove a kind of dead hand on the institution ?
I have always argued that it does and it does not. It does from one point of view and it does not from 
another. Erom a director’s point of view it is nice to have an endowment to make you to a certain 
extent independent of the fluctuations of the times. But subscribers say you have plenty of .money we 
will not subscribe.
290. One gentleman has told us at a public meeting that it is not a charity at all ? I do not recollect 
that.
291. He said it is not a charity in the true sense of the term, and another gentleman told us at the same 
meeting that it was a boarding-school? The President said that I think. The inmates in whose interests 
the place is carried on could not he educated except by an institution of this kind.
292. President.^ Is there anything else that you would like to tell us ? The only other question is that of 
amalgamation. I do not see how it would he possible to amalgamate this institution with the others.
The main object, I suppose, would be economy, but I do not see where that would be affected by 
amalgamation.' One collector could not collect for all the three institutions; one accountant could not 
do all the work; and one manager, probably, could not manage them all. One committee could manage 
the three.
293. But there would be no saving would there in having one committee instead of three or two ? No; I 
do not see how the expenditure in salaries and wages could be much reduced. The expenditure on pro
visions would he uo less, or on ironmongery, crockery, and bedding. We may be extravagant in our printing 
expenditure, we have so much done. An expenditure on fuel, gas, and medicine of £95 is a small amount.
Alterations, repairs, sundries, and travelling expenses would not be much less. I have thought the matter 
over and I think that Woolloomooloo and Strathfield institutions might be amalgamated because they work 
on similar lines.
294. Tours is a purely educational institution for children of school age ? Tes.
295. The others are industrial institutions ? Tes.
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E. Eobinson. 296. Yours being purely educational, you think there is nothing to be gained hy amalgamation with 
sow'""'-' ' institutions which have different objects altogether? Yes. They follow up where we leave off.

Mar., 1898. 297. Have you any views with regard to those other two institutions ? Mr view is that they can be 
amalgamated. The only reason for the Strathfield institution is that the Woodoomooloo institution did 
not take in females, but now they do take in females. .
298. Have you any opinion as to the question of home-teaching which Mr. Prescott was so strong upon ? 
I am not a strong advocate for home-teaching.
299. He included two things, educational teaching and industrial teaching;—as far as the young are 
concerned, you provide for education P Yes.
300. Do you think that a blind person of 40 or 50 years of age is capable of thoroughly learning, so as to 
make a living by her home-teaching ? No.
301. Suppose a man or a woman at Tamworth, or anywhere else, wanted to learn a trade, instead of 
sending a man to teach him or her would you have the person brought to Sydney and taught? Yes; 
because it can be done so much more expeditiously and practically, even should it involve extra expense, 
which I do not think it would. Then 1 would send the person back again.
302. You would send him to his own town, where local sympathy would assist him ? Yes. It is a proper 
principle not to put two blind men in one town. In America they equip a man with plant, and he can 
go and squat down anywhere, make American brooms and supply the district.

. 303. The question of local sympathy would come in ? Not alone local sympathy, but the person might
have relatives.
304. Mr. Powell.'] Have you known blind people who had been educated in the Strathfield or Woolloo
mooloo institutions to make a living outside the institution ? It has not come under my notice.
305. President.] Is it not a matter of organisation ? I think that owing to the disabilities which the 
blind labour under they ought always to be attached to an institution.
306. Supposing persons were brought to Sydney and taught, then sent back to their own homes, should 
there not be some supervision by the institution ? It would be a good thing if there could be, but I do 
not think it is necessary. It could not be done without expense.
307. Mr. Powell.] You have had no experience in manufacturing carried on by blind people ? No. We 
had basket-making done here, and we had an instructor, but we really had not the numbers to carry it out. 
Of our twenty-five blind children only seven or eight were really fit to undertake manual labour.
308. President!] You say that the Woolloomooloo and Strathfield institutions might be amalgamated; — 
does that mean that one could be extinguished or that both should go on? I would extinguish one.
309. And the idea would be to have the industries carried on at Strathfield ? Yes, or out of Sydney, in
some suburb where land is cheap. .
310. You would devote those two properties to some other use ? Yes, and that I have no doubt could 
be done.
311. Do you think the Woolloomooloo institution is a desirable place for a number of people to be 
employed in? I do not think it is, but it was the only place they could get. I do not look upon it as a 
healthy place. The situation is too low, and there is a sewer very near it. They could enlarge their 
establishment and economise very much by shifting.
312. You think there should be a suitable workshop in the neighbourhood ? Yes; not too far from 
Sydney.
313. And a proper sale-room in Sydney ? Yes ; I think it would pay better; you would get more trade. 
I believe the Woolloomooloo institution is admirably managed. We give them all the help that we can.
314. Mr. Powell.] Are not the earnings very small ? They are small in all blind institutions.
315. President.] Do you think that the scope for the employment of the blind could be extended ? Not 
very much. In America they have not extended very much. Piano-tuning is the only thing that they 
have done much in.
316. Mr. Powell.] Have the Homan Catholics any objection to their people coming into this institution ? 
I do not know. We get applications from Catholics.

• 317. As a body do they object ? I think they like to have their own institution ; that is their system.
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Jessie Macleod, sworn and examined:—
Jessie 318. President.] You are matron of this institution ? Yes.

Macleod. gqg How long have you been matron ? Nearly twelve years.
320. Did you join as matron? Yes. , '

ar,> • 321. What is your salary ? £120 a year, and board and lodgings.
322. Any other allowances ? No other allowances.
323. What are your duties ? The duties are just the duties of a mother in the home. To see to every
thing that is going on, buying and ordering, the charge of the servants, and the nursing of the children 
when sick.
324. Have you had any experience of similar work elsewhere ? Yes. I had charge of the Catherine 
Hayes Hospital, Randwick, for six and a quarter years.
325. Have you been trained in nursing ? Yes. I was in entire charge there. .
326. Are you a trained nurse ? I have only had the training that I got there, but I have testimonials 
from four doctors.
327. What arrangements are made for nursing inmates here when they are sick ? That is part of my duty.
328. Do you do that personally ? Yes.
329. Do you attend to their clothing ? An assistant does that under my instructions.
330. You are responsible for everything inside the institution ? Yes.
331. Are you under Mr. Watson’s directions ? Yes, to a certain extent; but I am more under the Ladies 
Committee.
332. But you are really responsible for all the internal management of the institution ? Yes.
333. Do you purchase the stores ? Yes.
334. Do you pass them ? Yes.
335. Do you check them ? Yes.
336. Do you often reject them ? No, we do not need to do so. The directors are very particular.

337.



1301

BOYAL COMMISSION ON PUBLIC CHARITIES—MINUTES OP EVIDENG1. 53

337. Then your assistant is the one immediately responsible for the clothing and the bedding ? Tes ; she 
is responsible for mending and putting clothes away. That is her immediate duty.
338. Who has charge of the laundry V .1 have.
339. It is not up to date is it ? JS'o, we need a new laundry badly.
340. Who is immediately in charge of it ? We have a head laundress and an under laundress.
341. Is she assisted by the inmates ? The girls go to learn ironing, but she is not assisted much.
342. They cannot learn without doing it can they ? No ; but we do not look upon it as assistance in the 
laundry.
343. You have the care of all the stores, the storeroom, and charge of the servants ? Yes.
344. Do you dismiss servants ? Yes.
345. Without reference to anyone ? ■ I make a note of it and report to the Ladies Committee.
346. Who engages the servants ? I do. Two ladies visit here each week.
347. Is there anything else you want to say P Nothing whatever.
348. Mr. Robinson.^ What do you do with cases of serious illness? They are sent away.
349. President.'] The inmates generally have very good health ? Yes ; we have had only one epidemic 
since I have been here.
350. Mr. Robinson.] All your staff under you give you satisfaction ? Yes.
351. President^ The kitchen is not up to date ? No, and our dormitory space is too small—it is crowded.

Jessie
Macleod.

29Mar7l898.

Samuel Watson, sworn and examined :—
352. President^] You are Superintendent of this Institution ? Yes. S. Watson.
353. Are you a trained teacher P Yes.
354. Were you trained to this particular branch of. teaching-—the blind and deaf and dumb ? Yes. In 29 Mar., 1898. 

the Institution where I was we had both classes when I was training.
355. You had ten years’ training ? Seven years training ; ten years’ experience before I came out here.
356. Do you do any actual teaching ? Yes, daily. ,
357. Is the teaching staff properly manned ? Yes.
358. In proportion to the number of inmates, is it high? No, it is just reasonable. It may seem to an 
outsider somewhat high, but when you consider that that in cases of oral teaching there is a great deal 
of individual tuition required, it will be understood that our staff is just about equal to the work.
359. You cannot have class teaching to any great extent? Not with juniors, but with others we can.
360. That would account for what seems to be the high proportion of teachers ? Yes.
361. What subjects do you teach yourself ? I take several classes, but mainly the elder ones. I also 
take the younger ones occasionally, but the greater part of my time is taken up with the elder and middle 
classes.
362. I understand that you take them in all subjects, and take them occasionally as a check upon the 
staff ? As a sort of test.
363. Are the methods of teaching here modern methods ? Yes ; I think they are quite the same as the 
methods adopted at Home and in America.
364. Has there been any change of recent years in the mode of teaching ? Within the last twenty years, 
what we call the oral system, has made very considerable advances in both England and America. I may 
say particularly in England. We have tried to keep abreast of these improvements.
365. Where did the oral system originate ? In Germany.
366. Who is the teacher of that system here ? We have Miss Bateman, who is head of the Department;
Mr. Everingham and Mr. Byrne, Miss Beaumont and Mr. Hewitt.
367. Miss Bateman, I understand, was trained for the system ? She was trained at home. Miss 
Beaumont was trained here, and the other teachers have all been duly trained except Mr. Hewitt, who 
has only been here six or eight months, and is being trained.
368. You are responsible for the discipline of the establishment? Yes.
369. What are your duties generally besides teaching ? The general supervision of the whole institution.
370. You are responsible to the Board for the whole administration ? Yes. I think my position was 
made a little more clear in that respect within the last twelve months.
371. How is that ? I think with reference to not only the scholastic but also the domestic part of the 
institution a little more responsibility was placed upon me, and a little increased authority put in my 
hands within the last twelve months.
372. - Does your jurisdiction conflict at all with that of the matron—what are the limits of your jurisdiction 
and of hers ? So far as I interpret the wishes of the committee my duties comprise a general supervision 
comprehending almost everything about the house. Of course in saying that I wish to make it clear that 
I never interfere with domestic matters, which are all under the control of the matron. At the same time 
the matron has been to some extent made—I will not use the word subordinate, but, rather, responsible 
to the superintendent.
373. About the association of the males and females, what is your opinion about that;—is it an advantage 
or otherwise ? I think it is an advantage on the whole. At any rate, with due care and watchfulness, 
we have not found any disadvantages in having the boys and girls together. If they were older the 
difficulty would be greater. With children there is no difficulty. I often think by the influence of girls 
a somewhat finer type of character is produced in boys. It is so in family life, and I think it must be so 
in schools under proper control.
374. You allow them to associate at meals and in class ? Yes.
375. But not at play ? No ; at odd times, in summer evenings, we have allowed it; but always under the 
supervision of some one we could trust.
376. What is your opinion with regard to having the deaf and dumb and blind together? I know that 
our plan is different from that existing in many other institutions; but, as far as I can judge, it is a very 
good thing, and a very wholesome thing, and beneficial in some respects to both-, especially in what one 
may call ethical or moral development. That the helplessness of the blind gives an opportunity to 
the deaf to offer a little help and sympathy, and thus develops in them in a kind of reflex way much 
that is good.

377.



Ih02

S. Watson. 377. Do you find that the deaf and dumb occasionally tease, and are spiteful to the blind ? Not at all. 
I have always found that the deaf were really good to the blind. Of course, there are exceptions.

29 Mar., 1898. g7g_ rp^g ,jea£ an(j ,julnb no£ guffer by comparison with ordinary children in that respect ? No; I
think they are very good to the blind, and good in other respects too.
379. So you think that the deaf and dumb and the blind help each other to some extent ? I think so. I 
do not think a deaf child can be helped much by the blind, but merely seeing the helplessness of the 
blind and doing them a kind turn, as they often do, is good and wholesome ethical training.
380 What is done for the amusement of the children on winter evenings or out of school hours ? We 
have evening school always from 7 o’clock to half-past 8. Part of the time is taken up with the 
recapitulation of the day’s work, and part of the time in telling them little stories; sometimes in friendly 
chat about ordinary occurrences. In the case of the deaf their great want is language, and one has to 
give to them that which, owing to their affliction, they could not otherwise possess.
381. Do they play games ? Tes, from tea time until 7 o’clock ; the boys by themselves and the girls by
themselves.
382. I suppose that by the time they finish their lessons they have to go to bed ? The elder hoys go to
bed at half-past eight, the younger ones at 7 o’clock. '
383. Do you keep in touch with them when they leave this institution? Tes, we are in touch with them; 
not in any official way, but still in a friendly manner. We know the history of most of them.
384. Do you find that they marry ? Tes. About Sydney there are about eight couples who have inter
married. •
385. Do you find the ex-inmates from the other colonies when they have left this Institution have a 
tendency to return to this Colony ? I have noticed that in a few cases ; but this arose, as far as I could 
judge, from the fact that here there may be openings for work which they had not in Tasmania. For 
instance, in Tasmania, which is a little backward in that respect, we have found a few blind who were 
very glad to come back here in the hope of getting something to do ; but I think, with that exception, 
there is not any special inducement to them to return.
38G. Tou do not think they do that to any great extent? No.
387. It might be a serious matter to this Colony if they did it to any great extent ? I do not think they 
do. I could only name three or four who have returned who I thought should have stayed in their own 
colony ; but on inquiring into their cases I have felt that, labouring under so many disadvantages, in 
Tasmania, they could hardly do anything else than come back to earn a livelihood.
388. Are you aware whether any of those people who came back became a charge on the State, either
wholly or partially ? Tes ; I fear that the last one who came over from Tasmania, * * * wiU
become a burden on the State. He was educated here. I advised him as strongly as I could. He wrote 
to me for money, but I sent him none. His wife came, and I had to give her a little ; but it was merely 
out of pity for her, and not as an inducement to return here.
389. Tou say that he and his family are likely to become a charge on the State ? I understood from her 
letter that he was a much better worker than he turned out to be. I have heard that he is rather incap
able and lazy.
390. Is he in town ? He was in the Blind Asylum at Woolloomooloo, but he left there.
391. Have they children ? Tes ; I think one or two.
392. Do you know whether any of your ex-inmates have taken to begging, or anything of that kind? I 
have seen very few, two or three in the streets who have done so; but I must state that one who married, 
and another who is unmarried still, did not stay long enough here, nor had I ever very much hope of their 
ever turning out independent characters. Even in childhood, one can see how a child will turn out— 
whether he has any backbone or not. One is married, and the other girl left far too soon. I think her 
parents were responsible for sending her out to earn her living in this way.
393. Have you any inmates at present from outside New South Wales? Tes, from Tasmania.
394. Are they under a guarantee from the Tasmanian Glovernment? Tes.
395. Tou have no day pupils here. No, they are all boarders.
396. Would you approve of day pupils ? I do not think so. I remember seeing it tried in the institution 
where I was trained at home, but we found that it was not a success, and I have never advocated it here. 
The directors, I think, agree with me that it is not desirable. Later developments in England have tended 
to confirm the idea that it is not desirable to have day scholars. I mean by developments, information 
that one gets from magazines about the deaf and dumb.
397. Is the manual training and carpentering found to be very beneficial to the pupils ? I think it is a 
very great advantage. I think that though they do not, in after life, become carpenters, still the manual 
training is a great boon to them. I think experience is showing everyone now that the training of the 
head and hand should go together. One helps the other very much.
398. Tou have no industrial occupation here at all ? Only carpentering ; of late we have had a few boys 
who do a little gardening.
399. What is the school curriculum ? History, grammar, and geography, &c.
400. Does it agree with the Public School course ? No ; it is not on the same lines ; but judging from 
what the inspectors have said, the results eventually are almost equal to results obtained in the Public 
Schools; we have to work on very different material, and on different lines.
401. Tou have the ordinary subjects—geography, grammar, object lessons, &c. ? Tes ; and composition, 
which is one of the things that we have to attend to day by day.
402. That is because the pupils, being deficient in certain faculties, have to be supplied with ideas ? Tes.
403. Mr. Robinson.'] Is not the kindergarten system adopted here ? Tes, in a modified form.
404. Rresident.] When the inspector’s report was written, were all the inmates examined? All but two, 
I think.
405. Mr. Robinson.] Were they very young? No ; we did not bring in one girl, because she is a little 
bit silly.
406. President.] Have you ever given any consideration to the question as to what is-to be done with 
these people when they leave this institution ? In the case of the blind it is a great puzzle sometimes to 
know what to do with them ; however, of late years, by the opening of the asylum at Woolloomooloo, 
we have been very fortunate in getting a good many drafted off .from here to that asylum, where-they 
learn basket-making and other trades. With regard to the deaf and dumb, there is no serious difficulty
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in getting employment for them. We find that as a rule they are valued, and that they pick up their S. Watson, 
trade about as well as boys who have all their faculties. '
407. As regards the blind, the only outlet of any consequence is the Woolloomooloo institution? Tes. 29Mar'< 1898.
408. And for some time you have to subsidise the pupils who are sent there, have you not ? Tes; the 
committee have on several occasions given small sums of money to the committee there for a child’s

. training—about £10. ’
409. Have any of the ex-inmates conversed with you on their prospects there ? Tes ; very often.
410. Are they satisfied with their treatment? Tes, I think so.
411. Did they tell you what they are earning ? I could not exactly say. I have heard that it is from 
30s. a week down to (say) 15s. a week. I understand that they are paid in accordance with their work.
412. Mr. Robinson.'] The pupils we send there are about the best that they get there, are they not? I 
think so. I have often felt very thankful that that institution is in existence. It seems such a happy 
opening for these boys, some of whom are poor and friendless. An institution opening its doors as it does, 
being nearly always ready for these pupils of ours, one feels thankful for.
413. President.] Tou work in a friendly way with that institution ? I have a very great regard for it.
414. Do you think there is room here for two industrial blind institutions ? I really think that the 
multiplication of these institutions is an unwise direction. One sees it not only in the case of the deaf and 
dumb and the blind, but in other directions. A great disposition to foster pet societies which means a good 
deal of expense and perhaps difficulties with subscribers who are puzzled to know where to send their 
subscriptions.
415. There is necessarily a good deal of competition between the institutions ? Tes, hut I do think 
that it has been a good thing to have a home for some of these blind women.
416. Tou are referring now to the fact that at Woolloomooloo they are non-resident, and you think it 
would be well if residence were provided? I think not, except in the cases of those who are very help
less. I think it is a most wholesome principle on which the Woolloomooloo institution is carried on. Let 
them go to their own homes, and in an independent way try to live. I think that when they are put 
together in large numbers they get an unwholesome, grumbling, dissatisfied spirit, whereas when they mix 
with people in possession of all their faculties, they get more correct views of life and duty, and have a 
proper sense of independence.
417. Then I understand that those blind persons who are not fit to earn a living at Woolloomooloo and 
elsewhere should be otherwise provided for ? I have a great deal of pity for some blind people who are 
perhaps unfit to compete in the battle of life. Of course there are asylums like those at Liverpool and 
other places. I hear that in America and in London they have a few small homes for old blind people ; 
in New Tork they have a very nice home for old deaf and dumb people, such places may do good.
418. Is the matron of this institution a thoroughly efficient, satisfactory officer ? Tes, I think so.
419. And the staff generally are satisfactory ? There has been some little friction, but time and experience 
will, I hope, remove it entirely.
420. Tou are perfectly satisfied with the staff ? Perfectly satisfied.
421. Mr. Powell.] About these Tasmanian children—is there any arrangement made for their return to"
Tasmania when their period of instruction has ceased ? Tes. As a rule if they have relatives they go to 
their relatives. Two or three who have not had friends have gone back to an asylum which they have for 
poor people in Hobart.
422. It is understood that these people go back when their period of tuition is completed ? Tes.
423. Do you adopt the combined methods of teaching here—the purely oral and the sign manual ? Tes; 
we have both here, and we have also what I may call an aural class, a class of those who hear a little, 
whose hearing is sufficiently good to make us hope that we may be able to develop it a good deal.
424. But you teach them the sign manual as well ? Tes ; we have the three classes ; the pupils who are 
taught by the oral system, and the pupils who are taught the manual system using their fingers, and this 
other class the aural class.
425. But the sign manual is kept up still ? Tes ; there are thirty pupils in that class.
426. Then you are not an advocate of the purely oral system ? Tes, I like the oral system very well, 
but we find that it does not suit for all the children. We find in the cases of a few that after a period of 
trial, say from two months to six months, some of them do not get on very well. If we find it is a waste 
of time they are drafted off to the manual school. If there is no possibility of their developing the oral 
system sufficiently to be understood in after life, they are taken over to the manual school. I understand 
from the literature that one gets from Home, and especially from America, that they work on these lines 
very much in both England and America.
427. Is it a fact from your knowledge that deaf mutes between themselves do not rely on the oral system, 
but use the sign system ? Tou are quite right. It may be thought a pity, but still it is so ; they are 
very apt to revert to the easier method of communicating, namely, the finger language.
428. And they make themselves understood by each other better in that way ? Tes, it may seem strange, 
though it is not to me, that a sign language is a very easy language for the children to take up. I notice in 
the case of my child, who cannot speak properly, that he can carry on a conversation by signs with 
the deaf children, and they understand one another. I do not advocate sign language unless as a help in 
enabling a child to grasp ideas.
429. A trained knowledge of sound cannot be imparted to a deaf mute, and the teacher has all the 
advantage by the oral system, the deaf mute being only able to take the outlines of the mouth and lips ?
Tes, which, of course, as some have argued, is of itself a kind of mechanical movement.
430. At what age do you think instruction should commence with deaf children? I think from 6 to 7 
years. I think it will depend upon the capacity of the child.
431. Can you commence too soon ? No ; I do not think you could. I think that if they are in their own 
homes, with intelligent surroundings, you could not commence too soon; but I do not think, on the other 
hand, that it is a good thing to take a child away from its parents when it is 3, 4, or 5 years of age, even 
though its mind has not been cultured much at home. Home is the best place for it until 6 or 7 years 
old.
432. Tou cannot say when the education of children who have their hearing commences ? No ; a hearing ’ 
child is being educated, psychologists say, from 3 months and onwards.
433. Do you think that many parents refrain from sending their children to the institution in the hope
that the hearing of the children may be restored by natural development? Tes; I have heard of cases 
of that kind, but it is a hope that is hardly ever realised. 434.
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S. Watson. 43i. J/r. Hobinson.~\ You have a library for the deaf, dumb, and blind ? Fes.
4' ’^' Is it used pretty freely ? Yes, it is ; very freely. The blind library is used constantly.

9 ar., 9 . And both are fairly well supplied with books ? Yes.
437. And the committee provide you with all the books and magazines that you require ? Yes.
438. There is no stint on the part of the directors of material to carry on the work of the institution ? INo.
439. How many times have you visited England? Once since I came to Australia, in 1878.
440. Then you visited as many institutions as you could ? Yes, nearly all the institutions in England. 
Unfortunately, whilst I was passing through America, it was the holiday time.
441. You keep yourself posted up in what goes on m other parts of the world in regard to similar 
institutions ? Yes;
442. Mr. Powell^] Do you not think that in America they are in advance of England in regard to the 
education of the deaf and dumb and the blind ? Yes, I think they are in advance in America, though of 
late very great strides have been made in England too. In America they have for a long time pushed on 
the education of the deaf and blind with splendid vigour and success. One might point out this 
fact as a sort of encouragement, that in America they have a college where the brighter pupils can 
push on and become thoroughly educated and gain the degree of B.A., and so on. In England 
there is not such a chance ; and yet I have sometimes thought it a pity, because where there is an 
object of that kind in view it is a stimulus to both pupil and teacher to go on and do their best, and 
equip the children for graduating in the college. However, in a young community like this there is no 
chance of anything of that sort, nor will there be for years to come. They have a very fine college in 
America, from which they have turned out a great number of capable deaf and dumb men. There they 
keep the children at school from 8 to 10 and 12 years, and afterwards send them on to that college.
443. President^ How long have you been in the colony ? Twenty-seven and a half years.
444. Mr. BobinsonJ] Do you think that this institution is as good as the institutions in Great Britain and 
Americado you think we are abreast of the times ? I hope so. It might seem a little egotistic to say 
it, but we try to keep abreast of the times, and in touch with all modern methods.
445. President^ Is there anything else that you would like to add,—anything that we have not touched 
upon? I do not think so. Inmost thiugs in connection with the education of the children here the 
committee give me pretty well carte blanche as to how to proceed, consequently I feel very glad and 
grateful on that score.
446. You equip them up to a certain point, and we want to know how the State could deal with them 
after ? I could wish that we had a church for the deaf and dumb, but this is not a matter for the State. 
The committee have for a long time rented a schoolroom, where we meet on Sunday evenings, but the 
adult deaf have a longing for a church. Last Sunday evening we had nearly thirty present. I think 
it is a most wholesome thing to have an opportunity of meeting on Sunday evenings, otherwise they 
would forget much of what they learn at school here. At Home they have beautiful churches, and 
generally in connection with them a secretary’s office and a reading-room. This applies to America as well.

Henry Coeke, sworn and examined:—
President^ You are assistant secretary, accountant, and collector? Yes.
What is your salary ? £350 a year.
Have you any allowances ? No.
How long have you been employed here ? Eighteen years.
In that capacity all the time ? Yes.
What do you do ? I prepare the business for the Board, do the correspondence, keep the accounts. 

I have here a list of my duties {See Q. 483).
, 453. Is that list up to date ? Yes. I produce also a report upon my work, drawn up by the honorary secretary.

454. Do you keep accounts ? Yes ; for all the children.
455. For each child ? Yes. I keep the Spittles’ legacy account, and show a balance-sheet.
456. You keep the account of all the different funds ? Yes.
457. Do you keep a separate account for each child ? Yes, where parents are charged the school fees or 
where the children receive clothing. In some cases they neither pay fees nor are provided with clothing.
458. Do you keep the store account ? Mrs. McLeod keeps that; I check the accounts that come in 
monthly. Mrs. McLeod gives me the tickets, and I check the accounts with the tickets.
459. How are your secretarial duties provided for wffien you are out collecting ? I am generally out in 
the morning, and do the office work in the afternoon.
460. But when you are in the country ? I only go into the country three times a year, and for a fortnight 
each trip.
461. Who does the banking? I do the paying in ; all the money passes through my hands.
462. What security do you .give ? A surety for £200.
463. How many days in the year are you out collecting ? About 300 ; in the country six or seven weeks 
in the year.
464. What districts do you cover in the country ? I go south as far as Albury, west as far as Dubbo and
Eorbes, and north as far as Tenterfield. .
465. And do you find that you cannot cover any further ground ? Yes ; I cannot do any more.
466. Do you keep any diary of your movements when you are out ? Yes. I submit a report at the end 
of every trip.
467. In addition to collecting, you call upon people who have blind children here, and report upon the 
children ? Yes. I also try to ascertain the existence of other afflicted children.
468. I want to know whether the decrease in the collections as compared with 1891 in your opinion arises 
from the generally distressed condition of business people ? Yes, it does. I may state our subscription 
list has fallen off by nearly one-half.
469. Instead of giving £5 they give £2 ? Yes ; and people who used to give a guinea now give 5s.
470. Do you think it is owing to the less interest being taken in the institution or to the force of circum
stances ? It is owing to their inability to give so freely as they used to give.

* 471. How many hours of office work do you do daily ? I am generally here till 6 o’clock at night, and 
very often take work home or come back here when very busy.
472. How do you arrive at the cost of maintenance? By dividing "the total expenditure by the average 
number of pupils. Two boys may be in the institution only half a year each, and I call that one year.

473.
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473. Do you take into account in that statement the resident officers ? No ; only the pupils. H. Cooke.
474. What arrears of school fees are there either written up or on the books ? At the end of December ' —
last the amount owing was £1,946 18s. lOd. I estimate that £1,038 3s. 6d. of that is recoverable. In 29 Mar., 1898. 
addition to this there is a large amount that we have written off in the past—£920. Besides those that 
the Government pay for there are eighteen pupils whose parents have not undertaken to pay anything, 
and there are some who have undertaken to pay and do not pay.
475. Those eighteen are practically paupers ? Tes.
476. Tou contend that you might fairly ask the Government to pay for them? Tes; twenty-eight
pupils paid nothing in 1897 ; ten of those who undertook to pay paid nothing; twenty-eight out of 118 
in 1897 paid nothing. •
477. Are there any arrears of payment for children from other colonies ? No ; this morning there was 
to the amount of £6 9s., but we got a cheque to-day.
478. Has the institution ever suffered loss in connection with children from other colonies ? Not to a 
very large extent, because in the ease of children from other colonies if the parents were not able to pay 
the fees have been paid by the Governments of those colonies.
479. Mr. Powell.-] If all these children were paid for at the rate which the Government are paying, £36, 
this institution ought to be self-supporting ? It would be. One quarter of our income is from invested funds.
480. Most of these children are the children of poor parents ? Tes.
481. I understand that some if not educated here would have to become State children ? Tes ; and be a 
continual charge to the State.
482. Mr. Robinson.] Tou get every assistance from the directors and from me in connection with your
work ? Tes. ,
483. And it is satisfactory to you and to them ? Tes. The following is a list of my duties as Assistant 
Secretary:—

1. Collecting and receiving subscriptions, legacies, interest, school fees and rent, and paying same into the bank.
This takes up more than half the time at my disposal.

2. Keeping a proper record of all financial affairs of the institution.
3. Conducting the correspondence with the parents and friends of the various pupils, with the different Governments

. who send children here, and others, and keeping records of same.
4. Keeping account of all clothing supplied and school fees, and furnishing statements to the parents and Governments

■ periodically.
5. Keeping a record of goods supplied to the institution, and of all advertisements ordered. Examining and checking

all accounts before submitting them for payment, afterwards drawing cheques, paying same away, and taking 
receipts.

6. Preparing the business sheets for board meetings, attending the meetings, keeping minutes of all transactions,
writing out reports for the newspapers, and carrying out the Board’s instructions, sending invitations for all 
meetings or entertainments, and keeping a record of same.

7. At the end of each financial year, preparing balance-sheets and abstracts for the auditors, the annual report for the
Board, and full details of all receipts, &c., during the year for the printer ; checking and correcting proofs, and 
circulating the reports when published.

S. Notifying parents of the annual vacation, arranging children’s passages, securing berths, and advising parents when 
the children will leave, meeting children on arrival, and seeing them off when going away.

9. Preparing statistical information for the Government. •
10. Attending to the business of the institution generally. HENRY COOKE,

January 17, 1890. Assistant Secretary.
N.B. With reference to the first paragraph, I may state that the amount received for subscriptions and donations 

on General Fund Account only during the ten years I have been in office is £18,373 9s. 2d., or an average of £1,837 per 
annum. During the year 1879, when Mr. Luff and Mr. Stevens were both collecting, the amount received was only £1,724 
5s. 4d., of which over £900 was swallowed up in salary and expenses.
The following is Mr. Ellis Eobinson’s Eeport to the Directors upon my duties:—

_ Me Mr. Cooke’s Duty.
In accordance with your request, that I should report on the work of, and the growing necessity (in the near future) for 
some assistance, I beg to state my reason for drawing the attention of the Board to this subject is the fact that for the last 
year or more Mr. Cooke has been in the constant habit of working at least three evenings in the week. This is neither 
proper nor is it likely to conduce to the health of the person who performs such an amount of night-work.

There is a possibility also of work not having full care bestowed upon it.
The work done by the Assistant Secretary is shown by the Memo, herewith ; the Board will noticeThat it entails a 

large amount of labour. ’
1 have carefully considered the routine of work carried on, and confess I see a difficulty in finding a remedy. There 

is admittedly more work than one pair of hands can perform, yet not sufficient to fully occupy two. To obtain a clerk or 
lad to assist would not be of much service, as the directing of him would entail such an amount of oversight that one could 
almost do the work oneself in the same time.

The training Mr. Cooke has had at my hands for some years has enabled him to get such a grasp of the affairs of the 
Institution that I have been able to transfer to his hands many matters of detail that I had hitherto done, and so relieved 
myself of much personal effort.
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WPBNESDAT, 30 MARCH, 1898.
\The Commission'met at the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind, Newtown Road, Sydney,

at 9'30 a.m?] '
ftosLttt:—

GEOEGE ALEXANDEE WILSON, Esq., J.P. (President).
JAMES POWELL, Esq., J.P.

Mr. Ellis Eobinson, Secretary of the Institution.

. . The ^Commission again referring to the subject of the proposed investment of the funds of the E. Robinson,
institution in mortgages, suggested the desirability of setting aside the additional interest which would ^ ,
accrue from that source to the credit of a fund to meet possible losses on such investments. Mr. Eobinson 30 Mar., 1898. 
stated that at the next meeting of the Committee the following motion was to be submitted for consider
ation “ Having agreed to lend certain moneys on mortgage security, it is resolved that from the interest 
on same an amount equal to the interest allowed by the Savings Bank be carried to the Income Account and 
the balance placed to a Eeserve Interest Account, with a view to meet, should such occur, any loss of 
the principal sum so invested.” ' *

*15—1 Miss
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Miss Ada Marie Bateman, teacher of the deaf, was sworn:—
^Batcm'an^' You are a teacher of the deaf here ? Yes, sir.

485. How long have you been employed here ? Nearly eighteen months.
30 Mar. 1898 You came from England ? Yes.

’’ ' 487. Where were you trained? At the Training College for Teachers of the Deaf at Ealing ; and after
I had finished my course there as a student I passed the examination and received their certificate, and 
was requested by the principal to stay on as his assistant; and I stayed there for ten years as the 
assistant teacher at the college.
488. What is your salary ? £80.
489. And hoard and lodging? Yes.
490. Have you an engagement for a term of years ? Three years after the first six months.
491. What are your hours of teaching ? Half-past 8 to half-past 12, a quarter to 2 to a quarter past 3, 
and 7 till half-past 8 two days a week.
492. Your teaching is confined to the deaf and dumb ? Yes, to the oral deaf.
493. You teach the oral system entirely ? Yes.
494. Do you find the pupils apt to learn the system ? Yes ; many of them are very quick at it.
495. Is that system extending in Europe ? Yes, all the German schools teach it entirely ; they have no 
other; and the Erench schools, 'which have held out the longest against it, are now coming round very 
much to it.
496. It was originated in Germany ? Yes ; at least it was systematised in Germany.
497. Is it found that the children use the system amongst themselves ? Yes; hut here, being mixed up 
with the signs deaf school, they use the signs a good deal. Our own children at home where there are no 
signs always speak to each other.
498. Have you both systems of teaching here? Tes, there are two school-rooms here. In the school 
they are entirely separate, but they play together and have meals together, and so on.
499. And you find they do not use the oral system very much outside ? They do, hut they use signs a
good deal more, and the great difficulty is that other people use signs to deaf children, instead of speaking to 
them, and that is worse than the children using the signs themselves. ,
500. Generally speaking, do you know whether the children use the oral system in talking to their 
people when they go back to their homes ? Yes ; they do use it, and they come back to us having learnt 
new words at home.
501. Have you had experience of that, too ? In one or two cases.
502. It would depend upon the class of home ? Yes • a good deal.

Mr. Sobinson.} They would take more trouble in a better educated home.
503. President.] Are you satisfied with the position here ? Yes, quite. -
504. Have you every support from the Committee of Management ? Yes.
505. You have the usual vacations,.! suppose, Midsummer and Easter? Yes, we have a few days at
Easter. The difficulty is that the children do not all go home, for it is a very long spell from June till 
Christmas. •
506. JHr. Powell.] You advocate the purely oral system ? Entirely.
507. Would you prefer to have tho children untaught the manual system when you get them ? Yes.
508. As it is, I suppose they acquire the manual system, in spite of whatever you can do ? Oh, yes ; 
you cannot stop it.
509. And I suppose you find between themselves they use it ? Yes, they do.
510. Do you think that the deaf can communicate with you with the same ease that you can communicate 
with them—they knowing nothing of sound and you knowing sound ? Yes, they can. When they have 
had so many years’ education I should say yes, they can, without doubt.
511. Would that be only in connection with the school teaching;—do you think that they could under
stand what any person, not a teacher like yourself, desired to convey, in the ordinary business of life ? 
Yes.
512. You think they could ? Yes.
513. Well, I know nothing about it, but I will ask you this : When it comes to words, can they under
stand the individual words ? Yes.
514. Take such words as “ when ” and “ which,” “ what,” “ white,” and “ want ” : Can they understand 
them unless in connection with what follows ? Can they understand them ?
515. Except in connection with what follows. You see in these words I have quoted, “ when,” “ which,” 
“ what,” “ white,” and “ want,” it appears to me that the lips do not disclose them ? They do to the 
children.
516. That is as between teacher and taught. I am trying to put that to you as an outsider. When I 
am talking to these children will I so shape the expression of my lips as to convey to them my meaning ? 
Yes, you would.
517. You think that outside and away from the school-room they would be as able to read from the lips 

. of any person as from your own ? Yes.
518. I noticed you yesterday in teaching put the book before your pupils, and they shaped the lip to suit 
the book,-—that is to say, the lip-teaching conveyed the meaning and sound of the particular word, and 
they identified that movement of the lip with the word in the book ? Of course that was a reading 
lesson that you saw yesterday, the same as a hearing child would have, reading from a book.
519. But you connect the movement of the lip with the particular word in the book ? Yes.
520. Now, at what age do you think you should commence with the oral system to make it of great 
advantage to the pupil ? Not under 6 ; 6 is a very good age to begin.

■ 521. You would have very much to unlearn in the way of signs by that time? They would be little
natural gestures ; they would not be artificial signs, and the little child getting the word would drop the 

' sign and use the word instead. I would never try to make them unlearn these natural gestures, and if
they made them to me I would understand them, but would not make them back to the child, because 
they can learn to lip-read what you say without being able to say the word themselves. There is a little 
girl in the school now who has been there about two months, and for some time her teacher said to her 
when she came to her lesson “ Chalk,” and she looked at him, and she went off to fetch the chalk.
522. Are you an advocate of the pure oral method ? Yes, sir.
523. That is as it is taught at EaUng ? Yes. - .. 524.
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524. President.^ Is tlie institution at Ealing an institution somewliat similar to this ? No; it is founded Miss A.M.
for training teachers. Bateman.
525. It is a training school, then ? Tes; and there are only a few pupils as a practice for those being iiCTr^^TOQQtrained. ^ Mar., 1898.
526. Have you any knowledge of the institutions in England for the deaf and dumb apart from that?
I have never been to one of them. I have heard of them a good deal from teachers who have been there.
527. But the Ealing institution is really a training school? Tes. I have been to institutions in Germany 
and seen theirs.
528. Of a similar character to this ? Tes.
529. And how would the methods compare here with those in Germany? Of course, in all the schools 
in Germany the methods of teaching are purely oral.
530. Is it under Government inspection in Germany? No; they have done away with that inspection.
They said that the teaching of the deaf was hardly suitable for inspection—it could not be inspected as •
hearing schools could be—but the inspectors go every now and then, whenever they like, to see that 
everything is going on right, and that the children are making progress.
531. Mr. Pohinson.~\ There are manual institutions in Germany;—are there? Everybody in the towns 
we went to expected the children to speak, and spoke to them.
532. Mr. Powell.~\ Do you know of any school in England where the oral method only is followed?
Tes ; there is a large school in London, Tan Praag’s. It is a private day-school. They have about fifty 
children. They have gone under Government inspection now—not under the London School Board.
533. Do you not think that the manual system is likely to be the more useful in communication between 
the deaf and dumb and people generally in the world, because the methods of verbal expression differ so 
much with different people according to their culture. Say I have to convey an idea to a deaf mute, 
well, I might so convey it that he would understand it, but the chances are that he might meet with a 
number of persons who might not shape their words in such a way as to convey the same meaning that I 
would wish to convey ? I think the child would understand it.
534. No matter how the words were uttered? He would get the main idea of the sentence, and, of 
course, that is what they do in the end. They do not lip-read every word that is said; they get the 
idea—the sense.
535. And then put it together ? Tes.
536. But for general communication it seems to me that the manual system will outlive the oral; of 
course, that is only a matter of opinion without any experience ;—that is not your opinion, I take it ?
No; it is not my opinion. Tou take a little child and want to teach that child Erench, and give it a 
Erench lesson every day ; and then the child goes away from you, and nobody says a Erench word to it 
at all. The child will naturally forget. "
537. I suppose every child in your class can also use the manual system ? Tes ; they can.
538. And they do ? Tes.
539. So that really it is a combined system here ? Hardly, because it is not used in school.
540. But they use it among themselves ; they all acquire it;—they can all talk with the fingers ? Tes ; 
every one of them. They must acquire it. They play with the other children and are friends with them, 
and they must be able to communicate. So long as they mix with tho other children it would be unkind 
to stop it. They separated them at Margate. They took another house until all those who had been 
taught signs had left.
541. Margate School was originally the Old Kent Road School ? Tes, it was. ■ .
542. And the manual system only was taught there ? Tes ; and they still have that institution there now.
543. They teach both systems at Margate ? Well, then, they separate them entirely, because I know 
they took a house at Ramsgate, and when they had only a few oral children they put them in the 
Ramsgate Home.
544. Mr. Polinson.-] There are some children who could not learn the oral system ? I have never seen 
any yet.
545. Tou think they can all be taught ? Tes.
546. Our practice is to try them all in your school first ? Tes.
547. And if they fail to make a satisfactory advance they are transferred to the manual school ? What 
we find here is that some of them come too old, and they will only stay perhaps a couple of years ; and it 
is not right to the child to spend those two years simply getting articulation, which, of course, is not 
language.
548. Mr.' Powell.'] In the oral system you prefer to have the child for seven years ? Tes. A deaf child 
at 6 coming to school does not know half as much as a hearing child would know.
549. Mr. Robinson.] What character does the college at Ealing bear among institutions of that kind;— 
does it stand second, or third, or last as a training college ? As a training college it comes first.
550. It is supposed to be the best training college in Great Britain for the purpose ? Tes.
551. Mr. Powell.] I suppose it is the only college for training? No; there is another—Mr. Van
Praag’s. There is an examining body of teachers. They do not train. They tell the teachers what 
books to read up, and they examine them afterwards. '
552. Tou get all you want in the way of books and papers and apparatus from the Board, at all times,
here ? Tes. '
553. Tou are fully equipped? Tes.
554. Tou keep yourself posted up in the latest methods ? Tes.

Miss Georgina Watt, teacher of the blind, was sworn:—
555. President.] Tou are a teacher of the blind ? Tes. '
556. How long have you been here? I have been here fourteen years. I said twelve or thirteen the 
other day, but I was not very sure.

■ 557. What qualification have you as a teacher;—are you a trained teacher ? No, sir, I am not.
Mr. Robinson : She was trained here under Mr. Watson, the superintendent. |

558. President.] Had you any experience of teaching the blind before you came here ? None whatever.
559. What is your salary ? £100.
560. And board and lodging ? Tes. 5gqi

Miss Georgina 
Watt.

80 Mar., 1898.
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Miss Georgina 501. Is your duty entirely confined to teaching the blind ? Tes.
Mr. RobinsonExcept that Miss "Watt, like other teachers, takes a turn on duty on Saturday 

aoM^^ifios afternoons and Sundays—every fifth Saturday and every fourth Sunday. _ _
ar'’ “ ' 562. Is your school fairly well equipped with all necessaries P Yes ; I think I have everything that is 

new at all, and, of course, I teach the children when they come here. I learn the new machines and teach 
the children afterwards.
563. And the Committee have subscribed to some periodicals which you get the use of in the school ? 
Tes, the recreations.
561. Where we can find a publication printed in other parts of the world for the blind or deaf and dumb, 
we subscribe and get them for the school, and the teachers get the benefit of it;—do the children get the 
books P Oh, they use all the books, and I get other books besides.
565. President^ What class of literature do you read to the children ? Biographies and the best novels—• 
all the latest books.

Mr. Robinson : They have Shakespeares, and the “ History of the Queen ” is coming out for them 
now. Whatever new histories are out (Thompson’s and Eansome’s) I always get myself. Just now I 
am preparing three or four of them for the Junior University Examination in June.
566. Do you teach the Braille ? Tes.
567. Do they all learn Braille ? Yes, and the last two children I have in have only been in three months, 
but one little girl writes all her Braille letters now, and she is only 8, and the other is not quite so forward.
568. The Braille is superseding the Moon ? Tes. They used to learn Moon’s system when first I came 
here a great deal, but I find none of the other institutions are using Moon’s now, so I do not bother so 
much with it. They all know Moon’s alphabet, but do not read it.
569. Mr. Powell.] Do you teach the blind children the manual alphabet for the deaf and dumb ? Ho ; 
but they know it all.
570. That is their only medium of communication with the deaf and dumb ? Tes.
571. So that is an advantage where the blind and the deaf are together? Tes, because they always tell 
one another everything.
572. Then, of course, the oral system would be no good in that case ? Ho ; but I used to have some blind
girls who could talk nicely to one of the oral children. A little deaf girl named # * * could talk
very nicely to them.
573. How could they see the movements of the lips ? They could hear her.
574. But with each of the pupils we heard yesterday the sounds seemed to be different ? This girl I am 
speaking of spoke remarkably well. I do not know about being able to speak to any of the others, but 
this one girl they could always understand.
575. So that really the best mode of communication between the blind and the deaf is by the manual 
alphabet? Yes; they can talk very well on their fingers, and they can talk to themselves, holding one 
another’s hands.
576. Mr. Robinson.] And when the children leave the institution we furnish them with two or three 
copies of the type ? Yes, and they get a frame.
577. President.] Do you like the work P Tes, very much indeed.

60 ’ EOYAL COMMISSION ON PUBLIC CHARITIES—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.

The Commission then proceeded to the schoolrooms and interrogated the undermentioned pupils :—■
Tillie Holland said she had been eight years in the institution, was quite happy in it and was 

kindly treated; she caught cold in her eyes which brought on blight, and eventually blindness; the 
doctors say they do not think she will get her sight again; she can tell if there is anything in front of 
her, but cannot distinguish objects nor persons ; she likes her lessons ; is learning spelling, reading, 
writing, geography, history and music, and plays the piano; does not know how much longer she is to 
stay at the institution, nor what she will do when she leaves ; she goes home every month.

Teresa Rogers said she had been in the institution five years; is quite blind ; can see persons 
before her, but cannot tell who they are ; is quite comfortable ; does not know how she lost her sight; 
lost it when she was 3 months old ; has plenty to eat and is kindly treated ; parents live in Hewcastle; 
learns music and sings; expects to stay at institution for a couple of years more; does not know what 
she will do when she leaves.

Maggie Moffatt said her home was at Mosman’s ; she had been in the institution ten years ; does 
not expect to stay after next year ; does not know whether she is going to learn any business ; thinks her 
friends would like her to be a teacher of the blind ; would learn at the institution as a pupil-teacher ; 
learns music ; is very happy at the institution ; has no complaint to make at all; is kindly treated ; the 
deaf and dumb children do not treat the elder blind children unkindly, but she does not know about the 
little ones; reads and writes the Braille; is learning spelling, geography, history, physical geography, 
and physiology; likes the school very much.

Arthur Webster, a deaf mute, was questioned through Mr. Watson, the Superintendent, and said 
he was 16 years of age ; he has been in the institution eight years ; has another brother who is also deaf; 
is learning history, geography, arithmetic, algebra, language lessons and object lessons, his father 
has told him that when he leaves the institution he will be a gardener; is comfortable and happy; would 
not like to leave.

Webster then made signs indicating a sower, a blacksmith, a tailor, a carpenter, a dentist, a doctor, 
lying down, writing, eating, sleeping, and “ I will go home to-morrow”; he said he got quite enough food 
to eat.

Esther Scott, another deaf mute, was also questioned through the Superintendent by the manual 
system; she said she was 14 years of age, and had been in the school seven years ; she has one sister, who 
is also deaf and dumb; is comfortable and happy; learns geography, English history, Bible history, 
arithmetic, physical geography, and object lessons ; likes English history best.

[The Commission adjourned at 11 a.m.]
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EOYAL COMMISSION ON PUBLIC CHARITIES—MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 6.1

FRIDAY, 1 APRIL, 1898.
\_The Commission met at the Sydney Industrial Blind Institution at 9'80 a.m.\

present:—
G-EORGE ALEXANDER WILSON, Esq., J.P. (President). 
JAMES POWELL, Esq., J.P.

Henry James Hedger sworn, and examined :— ■
578. President^ You are manager of this institution ? Yes.
579. How long have you been manager ? About five years.
580. Were you in the service of the institution before ? Yes.
581. In what capacity ? As head teacher. .
582. What did you teach ? I taught the whole of the work that is getting done here at the present time 
with the exception of brush-making.
583. Where did you get your own training? I had no previous training at all before coming here.
584. You picked it up ? Of course, I had a practical idea of some of the trades that were getting taught, 
and the Comptroller-General of Prisons gave us permission to visit Darlinghurst Gaol to find out anything 
we wanted to know in reference to mat-making or anything of that kind.
585. How long were you a teacher ? A little over twelve years.
588. Was that from the founding of the institution? Yes, right from its foundation.
587. When was it founded ? In 1879.
588. Who was the founder? Mr. John Woods was the founder. He left £5,000 to put up a building 
for this specific object. Mr. Woods, who had a blind mother, saw that there was nothing done for the 
adult blind in the way of teaching them to earn a living, and he consulted several prominent men in 
Sydney, amongst whom were the late Sir Alfred Stephen, Mr. John Dawson, and Mr. Benjamin Palmer, 
with the result that when he made his will he left £5,000, and appointed those three gentlemen executors 
of the will. He expressed his desire that something should be done for the indigent adult blind ; he saw 
that the Newtown institution was accomplishing everything desirable in the way of teaching young children, 
but that after they were discharged from Newtown, when the battle of life began, there was no provision 
for them at all; that they either had to beg in the streets or go into the poor-house. He expressly 
stipulated in his will that unless the building ivas started within twelve months the legacy should lapse.
589. Then the object of the institution is not primarily the education of the blind, but it is to give them 
industrial training? No; we have nothing to do with educating the blind further than this : That if a 
blind man comes and wants to be taught the embossed type we should be happy to teach him.
590. The theory is that the Newtown-road institution provides for their education, and this institution
does something for them where the Newtown-road institution leaves off ? Yes ; up to the present all the 
inmates that have left there that were eligible have been drafted in here. There have been some boys and 
girls who left Newtown and went to their friends, their friends being able to keep them; but those who 
were entirely destitute have been drafted in here, and have been here ever since. I suppose that half of 
our inmates have been educated at Newtown. ■
591. Is the institution governed by a committee of gentlemen and a committee of ladies ? Yes. .
592. Is the committee elected by the subscribers ? Yes, at every annual meeting.
593. How is the Ladies’Committee elected ? By themselves. In the first place, the members of the Ladies’ 
Committee were elected by the committee of the institution; but when any vacancy has occurred since, 
the ladies have nominated a person to fill it.
594. What does the Ladies’ Committee do ? The particular function of the Ladies’ Committee is to meet 
here once a month, and look round the institution, seeing to the cleanliness of it and to the domestic 
arrangements. They take over the women entirely. They consider all the applications of the women 
for increase of wages. Any matters that crop up in regard to the women they deal with, and then forward 
a copy of the report to the General Committee for adoption.
595. Have you a statement showing the number of committee meetings held, and the attendance of 
members ? Yes. The average attendance per meeting is, I think, six.
.596. Have you any life members ? Yes, we have several. .
597. What is the qualification o£ a life member ? He must be a subscriber of £10 and upwards.
598. Are the life members on the same footing as the ordinary subscribers, as far as voting is concerned ?
They have two more votes than the ordinary subscriber of 1 guinea. *
599. Have you a copy of the rules and by-laws ? Yes.
600. Have you a list of the paid staff ? Yes.
601. You have three instructors ? Yes ; a brush instructor, basket instructor, and mat instructor.
602. You have three sighted instructors ? Yes.
603. Would it not be possible after a time to do with a less number ? I do not think so. They have to 
be practical men. If a man is not thoroughly practical in every branch of his trade, it is impossible for 
him to teach blind men successfully. You can get a man who is only half a tradesman a little cheaper 
than a practical man, but you would lose in the long run by having bad workmen about.
604. You have a brush instructor, a basket instructor, and a mat instructor—suppose that the brush 
instructor is a thoroughly competent man, would ho not be able to pick up enough of the other businesses 
to be able to teach them? I do not think so. Not only that, these three instructors are fully employed. 
They have not only to teach, but also to do a fair amount of work; besides, there is always a certain 
amount of the work which the blind cannot do themselves.
605. What is the number of workers ? Eorty-three at present.
606. How is the average "weekly wage calculated ? It is a complicated matter to make up the costs of 
blind workers’ piece-work. You might make it up for one twelve months, and the following twelvemonths 
it might come out quite differently. Therefore, we take six months’ earnings credited in the wages book. 
That is to say, piece-workers’ earnings—it shows what they actually get. Then the learners are credited 
with their earnings. They are credited with the full amount of wages earned just the same as the 
piece-workers are for their work. If a man comes in to-day and starts learning, and makes two clothes- 
baskets, we credit him with Is. 3d., but probably we should not get 9d. per basket. In making up the 
learners wages we have not allowed for unsaleable work or waste of material.

H. J. Hedger. 

1 April, 1898.
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H. J. Hedger. 607. Is it your idea that a man should receive not less than 15s. a week from all sources ? Xes; and the 
' ~-A-' ' women 12s. 6d. a week.

1 April, 1898. oog j£ earnings are very small you will supplement them to a certain extent, and in some cases the 
State supplements their earnings ? Yes. If a man is in his fourth year he gets 5s. bonus per week. If 
a basket-maker is in his fourth year he starts on piece-work and gets 5s. per week on the top of his 
earnings, and in the fifth year 2s. 6d. bonus ; after that they are put on piece-work. In the sixth year 
they are supposed to be competent to earn their own living, and they go on piece-work.
609. It appears that the women do not earn so much as the men? Hot nearly so much. I think it is
the case in every walk in life, and these women are under the disadvantage of having been taught in the 
Strathfield institution. I always say that where a man and woman are brought up in an asylum to learn 
a trade they have no incentive to work, because it makes no ditference to them whether they earn 5s. or 
10s. They get into a slipshod ivay of working, with no ambition, and when you try to get them to work 
harder they cannot realise that they have to do it. Quite possibly they think they are earning more 
than they are getting. v
610. Jfr. PoweZZ.] Are these people brush-makers or brush-makers’assistants? Brush-makers. Assistants 
would be the finishers. They make the brush by putting the hair into the holes. The finishing is a trade 
by itself. The brush-maker is the person who puts the hair into the holes. The finisher is the person 
who puts it into shape.
611. President^ You have no resident workers at all ? Yo.
612. What supervision is exercised over these girls ? There is no actual supervision over them after they 
leave here any more than that we know where they live, and the kind of people they are living with.
613. Do the Ladies’ Committee take any interest in that matter ? Yes. They always know where the 
women live ; but I think it is very likely that the Ladies’ Committee will take the matter up in a more 
practical way by visiting the girls at their own homes.
614. Do they visit them now ? Not to my knowledge.
615. The supervision is simply that the institution takes the trouble to ascertain where these people are 
quartered ? Yes; in most cases we find places for them to reside in.
616. The homes are not visited occasionally to see how they are going on? No.
617. Then, when a person comes in here not knowing anything of industrial blind work, what arrangement 
do you make ? He enters as a learner for three months on probation.
618. Do they get anything during that time ? In some cases, according to our rules, when entirely 
destitute, they do. As a rule they get nothing for the first few months. In former years, when the 
committee used to pay as much as 15s. a week to a person from the time of admission, the committee 
found that we were getting a lot of people into the institution who could not be taught—people who were 
only fit for a benevolent asylum.
619. Now you take them on probation for three months ? Yes ; and if we find at the end of three 
months that they can be taught, a report is sent to the committee to that effect; then they are admitted 
and paid 10s. per week.
620. That is from the institution ? Yes.
621. In some cases that amount would have to be supplemented from other sources ? Yes. We have 
an application form on which it has to be stated in what position the applicant is or his relations.
622. You give them 10s. a week ; but who makes up the balance, because thev must live ? Their friends 
in some cases ; in other cases the Government.
623. How do they live during the three months’ probation ? If they come out of a Government asylum 
the Government pays for them for three months.
624. And if not their friends keep them ? Yes.
625. In special cases you make some allowance ? Yes. If the person is entirely destitute, the comtnittee 
make an allowance of 10s. or 14s. per week.
626. After the three months, if you are satisfied that they are of some use, you would give them 10s. a 
week, and what is necessary beyond that is found by their friends or by the Government? Fes; the 
Government 5s. for nine months, and after they get 15s. from the institution. When a man is admitted, 
after serving his probation, we give 10s. and the Government 5s.
627. .Mr. Powell.] When a man comes in for the first time who pays ? The Government, if he comes
out of a Government asylum, or his friends. *
628. If he does not come out of a Government asylum, what then ? Then his friends pay for him.
629. Then when he gets up to the period you mention he receives a wage of 10s. a week ? Yes.
630. President^ Do you find that this work tends to make them happy and more comfortable ? Yes ; I 
think that a blind man when working is far happier and more comfortable than he would he loafing 
about doing nothing ; in fact, we have had men from the Government asylums who have been distracted—■ 
more insane than sane—but when they got to work they seemed to make up their minds to do what others 
were doing.
631. You find that blind people who are idle have a tendency to become morbid, I suppose ? Yes ; they 
become very shrewd, and their lives are embittered if they are not at work. We have had people who 
said that they could hardly bear them at home in their houses.
632. What do you find that blind people, who have not been brought up as tradesmen, can be taught ? 
Some of the trades you can teach are so much more simple than others. There are some intricate trades 
which you could not teach a man who is over 30 years of age. It would be of no use putting a man to 
basket-making after he was 30, unless he was very clever ; but you can teach them bed-making or mat
making. But the difficulty is with regard to the outlet—getting rid of the work. Competition is so keen 
outside ; what with German production and the products of prison labour from America, they can 
undersell us to such an extent. I have no doubt that a trade could be opened up for the blind if the 
times were better. If times were better we should be able to open up other trades in addition to those 
that are now taught here.
633. Assuming that the Newtown-road institution attends to the education of the young blind, is this 
institution prepared to take up their industrial training ? We always have been prepared to do that. 
We have never refused anyone admission here yet, if we had room.
634. Are you in a position to take over all the industrial training of the blind, so that, instead of having 
dual industrial blind institutions, we should have only one ? Yes, I am quite sure we are.
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635. Scattered all over the country, there are about 750 blind, many of them, of course, too old, and many H. J. Hedger, 
too young for work, and many of an age suitable for work, have you considered the question of the 
employment of those people ? Tes, I have given a lot of thought to the question of teaching the blind, * •^■Prlb 1898. 
both at their own homes and in the institution. I have read reports of different institutions from various
parts of the world, and I have come to the conclusion that you would divide the indigent blind into three 
classes. The first class would consist of infants up to 15 years of age, who would be provided for in the 
Newtown institution. Then you would have to take those from 15 up to 40 or 45 years of age, or even 
up to 50, and you would find that those between 15 and 50 years of age would comprise the greater 
number of blind in the Colony.
636. In 1891.there were fifty-three blind persons in the Colony up to 15 years of age; from 15 to 50,
228 ; 50 years and over, 460 ? I believe that the average would be altered if the numbers were taken 
now. I believe there are far more young blind in the Colony now than there were then. I think that 
there must be in Sydney at present over 100 blind persons between 14 and 16 years of age.
637. Mr. Powell.'] Do you think that blindness is on the increase ? I do.
638. That is not the experience in other places ? It certainly seems on the increase in Sydney, judging 
by what you see in the streets.
639. President^ It would be very easy for the police to run them off the street, but that would not get 
rid of the blind ? No ; but it would make it easier for the institutions to deal with them. At present 
a man can make himself objectionable and get put out of the institution ; there are dozens about who have 
been here and who are begging about the streets—men who have given up a fair wage and gone begging.
640. Tou divide them into three classes ? Tes ; the other class would be those from 50 up to any other 
age. They are not provided for in any way, and I do not see how they can be as far as any industry is 
concerned. Tou would not find one that you could teach.
641. As far as industrial occupation is concerned you would leave them out of consideration ? Certainly.
642. Those whom you have to deal with are from 16 up to 50 years of age ? Our present rule says 
40 years of age, but the committee relaxed that rule several times.
643. How do you propose to deal with that class from 16 up to 45 years of age who are scattered all 
over the country ? I do not know what we could do more than this : If a man is in any part of the country, no 
matter how far away, if he wants to be taught a trade he can come to Sydney and be taught.
644. Suppose there were local agencies in the country to discover and assist these people, could you, if 
they were sent here, arrange to train them in industrial pursuits ? Tes, most of our men now are from 
the country.
645. Then do you think there would be a living for those people if they went back to their own districts 
after having been taught ? That is a difficult question to answer. At present, the Colony being so young, 
there is not a living to be earned by many blind men outside of the institution. If you turn out men to 
start in the country for themselves in nine cases out of ten they would fail and come back to the 
institution. Except under special circumstances I do not think it possible for blind men to make a 
success of trying to do for themselves outside the institution.
646. Why ? Suppose a man is married and has become a successful worker, if that man has a good wife 
and some children possibly he could be located in an up-country town, and he could earn a good living, 
because he would have his wife and children to help him ; but a single man, with no means and no friends, 
would generally prove a failure. What I am saying applies not only to this Colony but to every part of 
the world. I have read the reports of every institution in the world bearing on industrial work. I have 
read of the scheme being tried, but only in one place, and that was Dresden, have they made a success.
There they have very large funds and they are able to assist the blind after they have left the training 
institution. There are men who have been trained here and who have left the Colony and are earning a 
good living through what they have been taught here, but those are exceptional cases. There is a man in 
Northern Queensland whom we taught basket-making; he has relations there. He left this institution; 
we supplied him with material and gave him all the advice that we could; and so late as last month we 
had a Judge here from Northern Queensland who made a minute in the visitors’ book stating that he 
knew this man and that he was pleased to know that he was earning a good living; but that is a case 
where a man has friends to help him to dispose of his work. ~
647. Assuming that a man is sent to a place where there is a considerable population, and there is an
active local committee to assist and advise him, do you still think that he would be a failure ? That 
would be an exceptional case in a large town. There are not many towns in the country where you could 
locate a man under favourable circumstances. A man with friends to stick to him might earn a living, but 
a man with no friends and no money would find a difficulty in earning a living; not only that, the blind 
seem to lose all self-reliance when they leave the institution. They have not a teacher to refer to, and 
when they become isolated in the country, without anybody to depend on, they go back in their work to 
such, an extent that they make it unsaleable. There are cases, however, where men trained here are 
earning a fair living ; there are no less than seven cases at the present time. One man left last month, 
and settled at Picton. * '
648. How would you deal with young people who desire to learn a trade ;—would you advise that they 
be brought to Sydney, or would you advocate home-teaching? I should not advocate home-teaching; 
that is thoroughly impracticable. It is not possible to teach the blind man in his own home. Anyone 
who states that it is only states what he knows to be untrue. It is impossible to train a blind man in 
his own home. They have to be four or five years in an institution, with all the necessary appliances.
To visit a man in his own home, and spend a few hours a week with him, and expect him to learn sufficient 
to earn his own living is hopeless. We give a man five years to learn basket-making at the institution, 
with practical teaching, and all necessary appliances. ■
649. Mr. Powell.] Tou divide the blind into three classes ? Tes. ■
650. The first class consists of children up to 15, who would be provided for at Newtown ? Tes.
651. . The second class comprises persons from 15 up to 50 years of age, who would come here if they 
required assistance ? Erom 15 to 40, according to our rules.
652. All over that age you think should be provided for, if necessary, in the asylums ? Tes ; I think a
home ought to be provided for them by the State. *
653. Are you overwhelmed with applications now ? No ; we have only three or four.
654. Are they fronffthe country or from the town ? There is one from Wallsend.
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H. J. Hedger. 655_ ]yf ay we not assume that those in the country are provided for by their own friends ? No doubt the
v y*—majority of them are. A blind man who wishes to come and learn a trade has only to apply through a

1 April, 1898. ]\pemper 0f Parliament for a free pass and he will have no difficulty in coming here.
656. Tou have only three or four applicants at present ? Tes. We have had to refuse them on account
of not having space. As regards the question ot bringing blind men from the country to Sydney. W^e 
have had men who applied to the Grovernment and said that their friends were not able to keep them. 
They came to the institution, were paid for for three months, and then returned home. We haa to call 
the attention of the Director of Public Charities to that last month, and to point out that it was very 
desirable to find out whether the individuals wanted to be taught or simply wished to come to Sydney for 
a holiday. _ , .
657. President.'] Is your committee opposed to the principle of resident workers ? I could not say that 
they are actually opposed to it. They work the institution on what they consider a more humane principle, 
allowing a man to live outside with sighted people.
658. Tou are making additions to this building ? Tes.
659. What are they intended for? Por workshops. There will be a basement for storage, three large 
vmrkrooms, and a men’s dining-room, so that the present dining-room will be for women only. .
660. Is it necessary to have two dining-rooms in a small institution like this ? I think it is desirable to 
have one for the men and one for the women. We expect the number of inmates to increase very 
materially when the new building is completed. It is quite possible that we may have sixty inmates.
661. Have you anv difficulty in selling your products ? We have no difficulty whatever. We have sold 
all that we have made at present. The sales last year amounted to £3,017. In 1892 the sales amounted 
to £1,200, and the subscriptions have fallen off about 40 per cent, in the same time.
662. The subscriptions have fallen off and the sales are increasing ? Tes. ^
663. Tou work in harmony with the Newtown-road institution, 1 understand ? Tes ; we have never had
any trouble with them up to the present time. • .
661. Does your collector work with theirs ;—do they arrange what ground they will cover ? Ido not think 
it is done officially, but I believe the collectors do make arrangements between themselves, and they have 
tried to keep clear of one another. If one was going up the Western Line the other would go up the 
Northern Line. ... „ 1 t
665. Have you had many pupils from the Newtown-road institution here ? About twenty-five, to the best
of my knowledge. _ _ .
666. Do you receive a grant in aid with each of them ? I think that with most of them we receive £10.
667. In this summary of your operations from 1881 to 1897 there is “ trust money from deaf and dumb,
£20 received,” and on the expenditure side, £6 ? Tes. ... • ,
668. Are all the operations included here ? Tes ; but it may be possible that in paying a man 15s. a week,
as they did at one time when he came into the institution, that most of the money was not given in trust, 
but handed to them. . . ,
669. Some of the money handed over is not stated in this document ? No, I do not think it is. In some
cases they got an allowance of 5s. a week until the £10 was exhausted. . _
670. As regards the pupils that you received from the Newtown institution, do you find that they are 
specially good or specially bad, or well educated, well equipped, and intelligent ? I think that I can say 
that we have not had a bad boy from the Newtown institution ; they turn out well; they are far more 
tractable than other people that wre get here, and they are cleaner and better educated than the general run.
671. They have had advantages which most blind people have not got? No doubt about that; I think 
they are better in every way than ordinary blind people.
672. What is your salary ? £140 a year, and there was £120 last year for commission.
673. Dive per cent, on the goods sold ? Tes ; but I do not sell them all.
674. And you have quarters allowed? Tes.

. 675. What is the valuation of the quarters ? They have not been valued yet. My quarters have been
very bad up to the present time.
676. What do you value them at ? I suppose at £50 a year.
677. What are your duties generally ? Simply the supervision of the employees of the establishment; 
selling, as we have no salesman; looking after the staff, buying material, attending the committee meetings, 
and all the clerical work.
678. Do you act as secretary as well ? Tes. _
679. Do you attend the committee meetings and prepare the business for the committee? Tes.
680. Is it part of your duty to purchase material ? Tes. _ _ _
681. How far do the committee deal with purchases ? We have to obtain a requisition for everything; 
we have a requisition book. Everything is imported ; large quantities of brush material are imported.
682. By what firms? John Keep, Henry Markwald, in Pitt-street; Warren & Holdship, J. T. Burnip, 
and Potts & Paul. We buy absolutely nothing in the colonies if we can possibly import it cheaper.
683. Is there any expert to deal with these things ? Tes ; Mr. John Keep, who seems to be an expert 
with regard to brushware.
684. On what terms does he do your business ? Mr. Keep gets nothing at all.
685. No commission ? No. Mr. Keep attended ten meetings last year.
686. Tou say that you buy as little as possible locally ? Tes ; if we did we should have to go to the local 
brushmakers, and they are rather antagonistic to this institution. Consequently, if we are to purchase 
material from them, we shall have to pay 20 per cent, more than we ought to pay, and we should be 
practically shut out of the market for our goods through having to pay so much for material. We tried one 
firm here, but we found that they were charging us an exorbitant price, and we had to cease to deal with them.
687. Have you had any special subsidies at any time? No. I think the only amount that we have had 
was a grant of £500, some years back, from the Government.
688. What was that for ? We had a large overdraft.
689. What was the subsidy for last year ? £700 odd.
690. On what basis ? £ for £.
691. Is there any maximum ? No.
692. It says here, “ Government subsidy, £900, and general subscriptions, £612,” which is more than £
for £ ? Perhaps there was some legacies; perhaps three of £100 each. The Government send a special 
auditor to audit the books before any subsidy is paid. 693.
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693. In addition to general subscriptions, they take in special donations ? We get £100 on them, and £ ^ Hedger, 
for £ on ordinary subscriptions.
694. If anyone left £5,000 to the institution, would you claim from the Government a subsidy of £5,000 ? * * Aprili 1898. 
No ; they do not give you anything over £100.
695. What condition does the Department impose as regards expenditure ? No conditions at all, as far 
as I know.
696. Who appoints your auditors ? The committee appoints the auditors.
697. Is that according to the by-laws of the institution 'i No; there is nothing in the by-laws referring 
to auditors.
698. Or in the rules ? No; Mr. J. C. Taylor audited the books for some years gratuitously, but now he 
charges.
699. The manufacturing account for 1896 shows a loss of £281 17s. 5d. There are “ materials 
purchased,” “commission on sales of goods, &c.,” “freight and van hire”; should not some of the 
following items be charged to the manufacturing account ? There are travelling. expenses, general 
expenses, cleaning the institution, gas, wood and coal, printing, stationery, advertising, insurance on 
building and stock,—is not that a charge which should go to the manufacturing account ? Yes ; it is 
purely a manufacturing institution. I think that'the whole of those items could be charged against the 
manufacturing account, but it does not make any material difEerence.
700. I do not say that it is an important thing, but the manufacturing account should be properly stated ; 
if a man were manufacturing on his own account would he not charge these items against that account ?
Yes ; but we cannot put the Blind Institution on the same footing.
701. Is it not best that it should be stated with absolute correctness, instead of showing that the loss is 
£10, and perhaps it is hundreds of pounds ? Yes, I believe you are correct in saying that; but every 
year the committee have been adding charges against the manufacturing department until it has brought 
it very low. No doubt as we progress, and get more workers, the charges will be less against it.
702. The progressing has no material bearing on the fact,—it does not make it more correct ? It is a 
matter of book-keeping, I suppose; the auditor has called attention to that very point. You could 
legitimately charge the whole of these items.
703. No doubt about it; if it does make it come out hundreds of pounds to the bad it is all the better.; 
why not face the facts ? Would not any business man charge these items to the manufacturing account?
Certainly.
704. Who values the stock ? It is always valued by the teachers and myself every year.
705. You have no outside valuation ? No; it is simply audited by the auditors.
706. The valuation is made by the officers of the institution,—not by an outsider? Only by the officers 
of the institution.
707. Has a valuation ever been made by an outsider ? No.
708. Has it ever been discussed or suggested that the valuation should be made by an outsider? Not to 
my knowledge. Of course if the auditor took exception to any item he could have it altered.
709. We think that you ought to have an independent valuation of the stock ? I suppose the committee 
would have no objection to that.
710. The endowment fund amounts to £3,320 10s. lOd. That has been made up from [bequests chiefly,
I suppose ? Yes ; legacies and bequests.
711. You appear to have drawn £200 out of that fund during the year? Yes; that is not from the 
permanent endowment fund. That is in onfe Bank, and we have another fund which is not permanent, 
but which can be used. It amounts to something like £400. There is £500 which is beyond our control.
712. The funds seem to be invested in the Savings Bank of New South Wales, in the Government Savings 
Bank, and the Bank of New South Wales? Yes.
713. What is the area of the land which the institution occupies ? It is shown on the sketch {_'pro(luced\
714. The land was given by the Government ? Yes.
715. How is the land vested ? It is vested in trustees.
716. Who are the trustees ? Mr. John Dawson, Mr. E. L. Tooth, and Mr. A. Tooth.
717. What has the building cost, excluding the present additions ? £9,500, approximately.
718. What is the estimate for the new additions ? £2,500.
719. That will make the cost of the buildings about £12,000 ? Yes.
720. Is the building in every way suitable for its purpose ? It was not suitable some time ago, but when 
we get the additions up it will be very suitable, but not so suitable as it might have been. If the com
mittee had anticipated from the inception of the institution what would be wanted, no doubt it would 
have been built on a different principle.
721. The idea is to have workshops and sale-rooms ? Yes; but the original idea was simply to have a 
residential institution.
722. Is the site considered by the committee to be entirely a suitable one for a business of this kind ?
Yes ; I think it is an excellent site, and the committee think the same. Some years ago I believe it was 
thought by the committee that if we had a shop in some part of the town we should do much better.
Then shortly after that it was decided to make the front shop which we have now. After that shop was 
opened the business increased over 100 per cent. The cash takings through the sale-room amounts to 
about £60 a month now, whereas formerly they only amounted to £15 a month. The business was 
increased materially through the opening of the front shop.* '
723. Has the committee ever discussed the advisability of removing from this site ? I do not think so.
724. Is there any legal obstacle to their moving, I mean as regards any bequest ? I do not know, unless 
the trustees would object. The trustees of the will of Mr. Wood are permanent trustees.
725. Have you given any consideration to the extension of the industries that you are teaching here?
Yes, the committee have talked about it at different times, and I think it is probable that within another 
twelve months we may start some other trades. It is only a question of first cost.
726. Mr. Powell.^ What other trades do you contemplate? Wire-working for example; and on one
occasion when Mr. Sinclair visited England he was very much struck by the wire-work done in the 
Glasgow institution, and he reported to the committee upon it. 727.
au i'X Hote {on revision) :—I would not favour the idea of the institution having a shop to dispose of goods in the city, as 
the sales, in my opinion, would not be sufficiently large to compensate the institution for the extra outlay, viz., rent of 

shop, salesman, &c,
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H. J. Hedgfer. 727. Is it likely that, when the additions are finished, the committee will have to consider something of 
. the kind? I do not think there is any immediate necessity. We can find plenty of employment at 

1 April, 1898. prej3ellt ;n the trades that we are teaching. No doubt, a much larger trade can be done than we are doing.
It is only a matter of getting the public to support the institution better than they hitherto have done. 
The committee have expressed a strong hope that the Grovernment will help them, and that we should get 
some Government work. ” _
728. What are the hours of labour here ? From 8'30 a.m. to 5'30 p.m. in summer, and from 8'30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. in winter. The women work half-an-hour less.
729. What is the interval for dinner ? One hour. _
730. How do these blind people get to and from the institution? They find their own way about every
where. Thev have no difficulty in getting about. The women experience some difficulty. They do not 
care about going out without a guide—in fact, now and again, they take a cab rather than walk. _
731. What industries are carried on here? Basket-making, brush-making, mat-making, and beddings 
halter-making, netting, and chair-caning. These are the principal industries.
732. Is the bedding the manufacture of mattresses ? Yes, kapok beds and fibre beds. _
733. Is that done to any extent here? We are doing more than we formerly did. We are employing
one man regularly at it—sometimes two and even three. _
734. What kind of work is the most profitable for the workers ? I think that bed-making trades are the
best. _ .
735. That business is not so much cut as the brush-making? It is cut enough, but bed making does not
take long to learn. . .
736. What is looked upon as the least profitable occupation for the workers ? I think that chair-caning
would be about the worst. Unfortunately that forms a great part of our work here, we get a great 
number of chairs to do. _ _
737. Bed-making could not be carried oh away from the institution ? Yes, they can easily carry it on
in their homes. They only want a table to work on and they can tease the material in the yard. It is a 
trade that is specially suitable for blind people. _
738. President^ That return gives the amount paid in overtime during the year? Yes ; it is very small.
739. It was stated in the Strathfield Asylum that the people here had to work all hours at home to make 
a living ? The amount for overtime is so small that it would not help them much. We never give work 
outside if we can have it done in the institution ; it is only when there is a rush. . A person might send 
all the chairs in his house to be done, and we might give a man or a woman a chair to take home, and if 
they only do one a week they get 2s. 6d. which is a little help for them. If we can give the blind a little 
work to do at their own homes we give it.
740. Is this price list the price list for the trade ? Yes. _
741. There is not much work taken by the workers to their own homes? Very little; but there are

' blind men outside the institution to whom we give work. _ _
. 742. Is that done to any great extent ? No, probably it would amount to about £12 paid to a man in

six months. _ _ _ _
743. Under what circumstances do you give work to be done in their own homes in that way;—is it
where a man is living with his own family ? To blind men living at home. ■
744. In that case his people can help him, of course ? Yes. Some of the blind, when they leave here, 
set up for themselves, and any work that they cannot get rid of they want the institution to take ; that 
is a matter which the committee has not considered yet. A man might start at his own home and 
employ his wife and family, and we should have to take all that they could make as well as what he 
made himself.
745. That could be got over by taking work up to a certain amount only ? Yes.
746. How many workers have you from outside the Colony ? I do not know whether we have any from
other colonies, but we have men who have been in the other colonies. . _
747. Do people come from the other colonies and apply for work here? Only two have done so direct,
one from Tasmania. _
748. It is a question whether this institution is not attracting people from other colonies who may have 
to be assisted by the taxpayers of this Colony ? I had an application from a woman in Northern Queens
land about two boys, but we wrote back and told her that we could not take them, and referred her to the 
institution in Queensland.
749. So you have had no experience of anything of that kind? We have only had two from other
colonies, one from Western Australia and one from Tasmania, the man * * *
750. In taking that man from Western Australia, had you any guarantee from the Government of that 
colony that they should take him back ? It was understood that when the man had learnt his trade 
here he was to settle at Fremantle, the place where his eyes were injured by an explosion. We had 
not a guarantee, but the man was anxious to go back. He knew that he would have a better chance 
there than in a strange place.
751. Your committee will see the propriety of protecting this Colony against having to support the blind 
from other colonies ? Yes, I do not think there is any fear of the committee taking blind people from 
other colonies, especially when we are getting too many applications from people in our own Colony.
752. Those cases from the other colonies,—did the Governments of the other colonies give a grant in aid 
of the work? In only one case ; we received £100 from the Government of Western Australia. In the 
other case we received nothing. The young man from Tasmania was an inmate of the Newtown institu
tion for some years. He went to Melbourne, then went to Tasmania, to try and earn a living with his 
wife, but he found that he could not earn a living there ; he and his wife and child came over to Sydney, 
and got stranded here, and he made application to be admitted to this institution. The committee, taking 
into consideration that he was married and destitute, took him at 12s. 6d. a week.
753. Was he earning that? No, not quite ; he earned 11s. the first week. _
754. Should not the committee have called upon the Tasmanian Government to pay for him? We do
not know that he is a native of Tasmania. _
755. You should inquire? It was not inquired into. The man was stranded here, and the committee
took him in temporarily. •
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756. Assuming that he was stranded here, would it not be the duty of the committee to call upon the H. J. Hedger. 
Grovernment of Tasmania to Iceep him ? It was understood that he was to earn 12s. 6d. a week.
Assuming that he would improve as he went on, the committee could very well give 12s. 6d. a week. 1 April, 1898.
757. How could a man and his wife and children live on 12s. 6d. a week? That is a matter that was
arranged with somebody in the Chief Secretary’s Department. The wife wrote to the Chief Secretary’s 
office, asking them to allow # to land here, and she must have got a favourable reply.
758. Mr. Powell.'] Where is he now ? He left here without giving any notice, and we do not know where 
he is. I have heard that he is living at Botany.
759. President.] Have you any amusement for the workers here? There is nothing specially got up for 
their amusement, because they live at their own homes and prefer to amuse themselves in their own way.
The committee subscribed money to give them an annual picnic with a nice lunch and tea. The first year 
ten of them turned up out of thirty-four, and the following year I think seventeen, so the committee thought 
it was not ■worth while to keep it up and it fell through. The committee have purchased concert tickets 
and given them to the blind. One occasion Sir Alfred Stephen purchased twenty tickets and out of that 
number only four were used. .
760. Have you a library ? Yes.
761. Mr. Powell.] Is it freely used ? No; it is very little used ; I do not think that one book a week is 
taken out of it.
762. One book a week among forty workers ? Yes ; the men rarely use the library at all, it is mostly 
used by the women.
763. Of course they can get the newspapers read to them ? Yes; ladies come here four days a week to 
read to them ; some read novels to them.
764. Do you think that their work unfits them for reading the Braille type ? Yes ; their touch becomes 
numbed by hard work and they really cannot feel it. It would take them ten minutes to read a line.
765. President?^ How many workers have you passed through the institution ? About a hundred.
766. The report for 1896 says, “ 130 individuals, who otherwise would have been thrown on the street”?
It was an approximate number given by the chairman.
767. It was not correct ? No ; we do not know where he got that from.
768. It has been taken exception to ? I do not think it is correct, but it is what the chairman said.
769. Do you find that your workers get tired of labour, and leave and take up a life of idleness or go 
begging ? A certain proportion of them do. Ten left last year.
770. Then some of these workers do get tired of work, and leave the institution ? They do.

.771. What becomes of them then? They simply go to their own homes. We find some begging in the 
streets. One young fellow we had here for three months, who had been brought by the Grovernment from 

, Newbridge. It was reported that his friends were very poor, and he obtained 14s. a week here during his 
probation term. That term expired at Christmas, when he went home for a month. He then applied to 
the institution for work ; but the first week after his return he said he would go home again.
772. He had had a month’s holiday ? Yes. . :
773. Did he receive anything from the institution during that month? No. I asked what was the 
matter with him. I told him that he was getting on well. He was one of the best men that we had, and 

■ was making extraordinary progress. I pointed out that in twelve or sixteen months time he would be
earning £1 a week. I said it would be a pity for him to go to his parents, who could not afford to keep 
him. He told me that Mr. Mattingley was going to teach him at home, and that he could probably do 
better there than here. We could not keep him here. I tried to get his free-pass stopped. I went to 
the Colonial Secretary’s Office, and pointed out that it was a pity to let these men come and go as they 
liked ; and they tried, to keep the pass from him, thinking that he might stop here ; but eventually he 
got the Member for his district to apply for the pass, and he got it. That was three free-nasses he had 
in four months.
774. Have you reason to believe that Mr. Mattingley induced him to leave ? I do not know; but from 
other things that have come to light, I believe that Mr. Prescott has tried to induce them to leave this 
institution. He has gone to their own homes, and told them that So-and-so was selling tea and making 
so much profit, and ask them what was the good of working hard when they could do that. He induced 
several men to leave—good workers, too. Why I know that is so, is that when they leave here they go 
and get tea from Mr. Prescott.
775. Have you given any consideration to the question of blind mendicants ? Not much, but we know a 
good many about the town. They are not very desirable people to have in an institution of this sort.
After they have become accustomed to begging and leading dissolute lives, they spend all their money in 
beer, and become unfit to learn a trade. We find that it is not desirable for them to mix up with young 
people. It is like putting young fellows in prison with hardened criminals.
776.. Have any of your workers at any time supplemented their earnings here by mendicancy or playing 
music in the streets r Not that I know of. There was one case of a man who was found selling matches 
in the street and it was stopped. He was receiving enough to pay for his keep. When that man was 
arrested and taken to the \Y oolloomooloo Dock-up, it was found that he had on him deposit receipts for 
over £900, yet he stood in the streets begging.
777. Is that the only case you know of ot any worker in this institution supplementing his earnings here 
by begging in the streets ? That is the only case that I can recollect.
778. Mr. Powell.] Some of them do supplement their earnings, though I do not say by begging? Yes;
some supplement their earnings by blowing organs. :
779. And two have Corporation carts, have they not ? Yes ; I believe two or three have Corporation
carts. If they said that they had not. enough to live on, the committee would not let them beg for the 
sake of a few shillings a week. The object is to take the men off the streets not to put them on the 
streets, that was the great object of the founder of this institution. .
780. President.] How long had the man Stephen been in the home at work? I suppose he had been 
here about seven years.
781. What has become of him? He is working at his own home, but we supply him with material.
782. So he has not severed his connection with the institution? No. ,
783. Mr. Powell.] Do you sell his stuff ? No, we do not; it takes us all our time to sell the work which 
we make in the institution.
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If there was a sufficient number of men outside working could they not combine and have a shop ? 
that might be done.
President^ How long was G-. Brown here ? About two years. .
"What is he doing now ? I do not know what he is doing. He was a miner, and came from "Wallsend. 

He was a Government man—we found his wife work. He had only two children grown up. We used to 
give his wife bed-tick to make. He had 12s. 6d. from the institution and 2s. 6d. from the Government. 
He simply sent in his resignation, and said he was going to leave, and the next thing we heard was that 
his mother had died at Wallsend and left him a house, and that he was making a living there.
787. Who was G. McKay P He was brought down from Arrnidale on a free-pass, and stayed here twelve 
months. He was one of the best hands in the institution. He was getting 15s. a week, but he went 
back home.
788. What is he doing now ? I do not know. I asked Mr. Lonsdale, the Member for Arrnidale. I said 
that it was a pity that the man left. Mr. Lonsdale said that he asked when the man left, and he could 
not tell him. I have heard that he gained a little sight in one eye.
789. Where is Barry ? He has gone to the Asylum for Insane.
790. And Hillery ? He is a man who came out of the Government Asylum at Parramatta. We had him 
on probation for four months. We found that he was too difficult to teach, and that he was in very bad 
health, quite unfit for work.
791. What has become of him ? He went back to the asylum.
792. The next man on my list is Brewer ? He was here about four months ; he was another man who 
had to leave; he could not be taught; he was almost an imbecile.
793. Where is Pox? He left. He came from Orange, and was here three months on probation. When 
the case was reported to the committee they would not admit him. He was always drinking, and used 
to come to work intoxicated, although he was only a boy. About a fortnight after he left I saw him in 
the street with an organ.
794. The next is Stapleton P He was here about eight months. He had served his probation, and was 
getting 10s. a week. He used to absent himself from the institution one week out of every four. He 
was suspended, and promised to do better, but afterwards stopped away again for another seven days. 
Then the committee told his father that he must keep him at home.
795. What about Pound? That is the man whom I have mentioned, who came from Newbridge.
796. You have one collector, I think ? Tes.
797. That is Mr. Tuckwell ? Tes.
798. What part of the country does he travel in ? He is beginning to take the whole Colony now; 
formerly he was restricted to very short trips.
799. He is styled Secretary and Collector ? Tes, that is in our last Eeport, but he is simply collector 
now. The committee found that the subscriptions were falling off, and that he would have to devote the 
whole of his time to collecting.
800. Has the falling off in the subscriptions occurred during his term of office ? Tes ; he had secretarial 
duties before.
801. Since what date has he been simply collector ? I think about two years.
802. How does that show as regards the subscriptions ? Last year they kept about the same ; this year 
they will be a little more.
803. How is he paid? £2 a week and a commission of 10 per cent.
804. What was the commission on his collections last year ? The commission on the collections last
year was £60, I think. ,
805. Did that all go to him? Tes, he is the only collector.
806. Tou have no persons in the country districts collecting for you then ? Not one ; we never have had.
807. I suppose you know that the Newtown institution has several ? Tes. I think thev are principally 
friends of the inmates. People have promised us that in the event of blind persons being admitted 
they would collect money for this institution, but they have generally disappeared, and we have never 
heard any more about them.
808. What check is there on the collector? We have a receipt-book out of which he has to give 
everybody receipts for every item, and he is under a bond of £200. He has to keep a diary of his 
doings, and to forward it to the committee.
809. Have you a provident fund for the workers ?' We have a sick fund.
810. Do you find that under the scale of distribution of the benefits the fund is increasing or being 
depleted ? It has been increasing.
811. Have you considered the question of extending the funds or increasing the distribution? We 
increased the benefits last year by making the medicine free. We allow them medicine when they 
are sick.
812. In addition to the money payments made, do they get medical attendance? Tes,,we have two 
doctors, who attend them free of charge.
813. So that, in addition to this sum of 15s. a week, they get medical advice and medicine free ? Tes.
814. How long does this last when they are sick ? It extends over thirty days during the year, except 
in special cases. A very severe case of illness has to be considered by the committee.
815. There is no provision made on the fund for extended illness ? No ; such a case would be considered 
by the trustees of the fund. Formerly it was worked by the men themselves, but the committee found 
that abuses existed.
816. Is contribution to the fund compulsory ? No ; it is optional.
817. How many contribute ? About twenty-six.
818. A little more than half ? Tes.
819. Have the advantages of this fund ever been pointed out to them ? Tes > and they all have a copy 
of the rules handed to them.
820. The rules do not show the advantages of the fund to ignorant people ? They all know the advan
tages of it. •
821. Mr. Powell.] What do they contribute? Eight-pence a month for females and one shilling per 
month for males.
822. Tou spoke of the competition of prison-made goods from America ? Tes.
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823. They can land their goods here at rates to compete with you? Tes. I mentioned that to show Hedger,
the difficulty that we have in disposing of our products. "We have to contend with the competition of —T'o
American and Q-erman prison-made goods, which almost shut us out of the market. 1 W"1’1898-
824. Is it not a fact that millet brooms are imported here ? Yes. They are mostly made in America, 
hut many are made here now.
825. Do you know that most of the millet brooms made in America are made in blind institutions ? I 
know that some are, but not to any great extent.
826. I find that it is the principal industry in America for the blind? Do the blind make them entirely
themselves ? "
827. They are pretty well all made by the blind? I have had some experience of them. I went to 
Brisbane to learn to make these brooms so as to be able to start an industry here.
828. It was stated in a report of the Blind institution there that they made millet brooms, and that the 
industry was very successful ? When I got there they showed me to the room where they made these 
brooms, and I found two men making them, one deaf and dumb man doing the principal part, and the 
other man who was sewing them was only partly blind. The fact is that no blind man could make them.
The principal part of a millet broom would have to be made by a sighted person. The only part that is 
done by the blind people is the sewing.
829. I understand that the only part requiring the labour of a sighted person.is cutting the millet, even 
when the broom is made ? We should have no difficulty to get the blind to do that, because there is the 
machine to do it. It is the wiring and shaping of the broom that the blind would not be able to do. We all 
know that in the institutions in England and on the Continent they take credit for teaching the blind 
certain things, but we find that much of the work is done by sighted people. We could get credit for 
that sort of thing by employing a larger number of sighted men, but the committee want to employ blind 
labour without the aid of sighted people any more than is absolutely necessary. I do not know whether 
it is a wise thing in the long run, because if by having sighted men and opening up another trade we could 
employ twelve or fourteen more blind men, that would be a good thing. I agree with this, that if you teach 
blind men you have a right to teach them the difficult parts of the work as well as any other, because if 
he is to go and earn his own living, how is he to do it unless he is taught properly ? We have always 
endeavoured to teach the blind everything that it is possible to teach, so that when they leave the 
institution they can rely on their own individual exertion.
830. How many sighted instructors have you ? Three.
831. Tell us what work they supervise ? One teaches brush-making.
832. What is he paid ? £2 15s. a week. The teacher of basket-making is paid £2 5s. a week, and the
teacher of mat-making £2 2s. 6d. a week. He is a man whom we taught ourselves.
833. Tou are paying £7 a week? Tes.
834. Tou are paying £364 a year to instruct forty-three people ? Tes.
835. That is to be added, of course, to the cost of the articles,—you pay in wages £1,460, and £364, and 
you pay 25 per cent, on the wages for supervision ? Tes.
836. Do you think that those who are working outside are making a living wage ? In most cases they 
appear to be making a decent living.
837. I suppose they are people who have to pay rent ? In some cases they are married men.
838. Are you not competing with those men by selling your work? They are rather competing with us.
839. Are you not placing them at the disadvantage, inasmuch as you have no rent to pay and they have ?
No; I do not think so. We paid 25 per cent, over and above the trade value.
840. If they are paying rent, and you are not, are they not handicapped to that extent ? I do not see 
that that follows. We have to sell our articles at the market rate, and we have to pay so much above the 
ordinary trade value to get an article made.
841. But they cannot undersell you? I do not know. Our men work only eight hours, but a man in 
his own home may work ten or twelve hours.
842. Can a man working at home without the oversight of a sighted person turn out as good an article as
you can ? Ido not think he can. '
843.. Is not the outside worker seriously handicapped in his operations by the action of this institution ?
I think that is not a fair way of putting it, seeing that we teach the blind. The work must be sold.
844. But you can under-sell him ? I do not admit that at all. If any blind man working at his own 
home can get our prices he will do fairly well. My experience of blind people living in their own homes 
is, that if they are making £2 or £3 a week they will make you believe they are only earning a few 
shillings. Tou cannot find out what means they have.
845. Tou admit that the blind worker outside is seriously handicapped as against a blind man in the 
institution ? I believe he is. He has not the aid that he would have in the institution.
846. How many are there working outside that you know of, who are getting a good living ? Six or seven.
847. What work are they doing ? Two are basket-making, two are chair-caning, and I think three are at 
mat-making. . One man lives at Mount Druitt. ' He is a mat-maker, and judging frqjn the appearance of 
himself and his children and considering that he gave up £1 a week here he must be making a good living.
848. Do you know what the maximum and minimum wages are in the brush trade ? They get paid for 
piece-work.
849. What are the earnings ? I could not say.
850.. 1s it fair to take Mr. Coghian’s estimate given in his book, he says, “That £2 is the maximum 
earnings for a man and 25s. is the minimum, and a woman’s earnings are the maximum, £1, the minimum 
10s.” ;—are not your wages considerably under that ? A blind person could not earn so much as a sighted 
person, even if you paid him 25 per cent. more. One sighted person will do as much as three blind people.
851. Then the blind man is very seriously handicapped all through ? No doubt about that.
852. Therefore he cannot turn out an article to compete with the products of the outside workers? No ;
I do not suppose he could. '
853. The question is whether it is worth while to continue these industries ;—is it not a fact that you are
really carrying on trading operations at a loss ? Tes. -
854. The loss in 1897 in manufacturing is shown in your statement to be £10? Tes.
855. In the year 1896 the loss was shown to be £281;—will you explain why there appears to be so much 

• loss in 1896 as compared with 1897 ? Tes ; I can explain it this way. The very fact of our starting into
the
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H. J. Hedger, the brush-making has put the institution on a better footing. We have got better profits out of that than 
ou^ other trades, and during the last two years we have indented our material which gives a

1 April, 1898. considerable saving as against buying in the city.
856. Do you know what your loss has been since 1885 according to your published statements ? I do not 
know the total.
857. Would you be prepared to,accept the statement taken from your own figures that the loss on the 
manufacturing account since 1881 has been over £7,000 ? Tes, if that is taken from the reports.
858. Tour highest loss in one year appears to have been £593 ? Tes.
859. Now, do you think you are going to make profits in the future ? No, I do not think we are going 
to make profits; but I think that the institution can be more economically worked now than it was in 
former years. The greater the number of learners the greater the loss will be. If we could take men in 
and keep them for twenty years ive might possibly make it pay, but when they come and go as they like 
it is different. When the most expensive part of their tuition is finished they leave and you have to take 
other learners, and that increases the cost.
860. Take your forty-four workers—you paid £146 in wages in 1897, which gives an average wage of under 
13s. a week. Tou admit that you have made a loss since 1881 of nearly £8,000. Tou are paying an 
average wage to forty-four persons of 13s. a week, and you are competing with people whom you have 
instructed, and have gone out to earn their own living ? I cannot admit that we are competing with 
those whom we have instructed. The institution is here to teach the blind, and, whilst teaching them, 
you have to get rid of their work, and while we keep up our price I do not see how we are competing

. with the blind.
861. Do you charge the manufacturing account with the rent for the building ? No ; but that would 
not affect the matter of competing with the blind.
862. I see that your subscriptions for 1897 amounted to £672, and you received from the Government, 
by way of subsidy, £972—that is a total of £1,644 for the year ; your sales amounted to £826, being 
in excess of the amount subscribed by the public, and your incidental expenses were £492—that is, 
£1,318 in expenses, against £1,644;—don’t you think the institution is severely weighted by the amount 
from the sales and the expense of keeping it going? No, I do not think so, considering that we are 
purely a teaching institution. If we are compared with the institutions of the various colonies it will be 
found that this institution is far more economically managed than any other in Australia. Por the number 
of workers that we have we must keep up a sufficient staff. The staff will always have to be the same as 
I pointed out on a former occasion. The staff that we have now would be able to teach another fifteen or 
twenty people, and that would bring down the cost considerably. The brush-making industry is in its 
infancy here. It is only two years since we started with three men, now we have twelve at brush-making. 
It is possible that when the new' buildings are up we shall have twenty or more, and the instructor has to 
do a considerable amount of work himself. As I said, if we could get the people to remain here 
permanently it should be possible with two of the instructors.
863. Do you see any prospect of making this institution self-supporting by making and selling articles ;— 
can you pay the expenses of the institution in that way, with the addition of the subscriptions given by 
the public, without the Government subsidy ? I am in hopes that we shall be able to do it some day ; 
that in a short time we shall be able to do without the Government subsidy. If we could do without the 
subsidy the committee would be only too willing to give it up.
864. What are the additions to cost ? £2,500.

. 865. How many more people will the institution accommodate when the additions are made ? About
fifty.
866. At present you have only three applications ? Tes ; we seldom have more than that. People are 
continually coming in, and mostly from Government asylums lately.
867. Do you think the workers are contented ? I am sure they are. I intend to ask the Commission‘to 
examine the workers, with the view of eliciting whether they are content or not.
868. Do you think, frpm what we saw w'hen I went round with you, that they are lodged in a satisfactory 
manner? In every case except one ; in that case the man has not much furniture. He is an exception
ally good man, and 1 have offered to furnish a room for him, but it is not always that the blind like you 
to interfere with these matters. They are inclined to resent interference sometimes.
869. Do you not think, taking it all round, that these people would have better conveniences and better 
sleeping apartments—that their surroundings would be far healthier and better in one of the Government 
institutions ? I could not answer that question. Prom what conversation 1 have had with our own blind, 
who come out of Government institutions, I find that they abhor the Government asylums. They consider 
them an abomination. We have a fair percentage now from the Government asylums, and the Commission 
can examine them on that point.
870. Have you not found in your reading about these matters that the general opinion in the United 
States and in England is that people who have been educated in blind institutions very rarely follow the 
occupation which they have been taught, and in very few. cases make a living by it ? Tes. In most cases 
when the blind leavU the institution in which they have been trained, and having no friends and no money, 
they find their way back to the institution. A blind man leaving the institution without money or friends 
to stick to him cannot keep going.
871. Tou say that directly a man leaves this institution he feels that he has lost his crutch, that he has 
nothing to lean on ? Tes, except in exceptional cases.
872. And unless they are working in this institution, whatever its merits or demerits may be, they would 
become chargeable upon the State in some other way ? No ; I would not admit that. "
873. Do you think their friends would help them? Tes; if they are trained to a trade, their friends 
ought to take them in hand. If the institution teaches them, it is surely not too much to expect their 
friends to do what they can to push them on.
874. Tiewing this as a trading concern, you are carrying it on without any profit ? Tes, certainly.
875. And there is a great waste of material ? Tes.
876. That is a disadvantage ? Tes ; especially when they are in the institution, because during the first 
twelve months of their tuition they waste a great deal of material. They do not waste much after they 
have been taught.
877. What check have you upon them when you supply the material ? There is an instructor in each room.

878.
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878. I mean the outside people ? "We really have no check except that we expect them to pay as soon as 
they can. In some cases they have not paid. In other cases they pay regularly. If they want to pay 
they pay almost as soon as they get the stuff. In some cases they let it go on indefinitely.
879. So it becomes a disadvantage to the institution ? If we lose money it does. •
880. You do not know what they do with the material ? My idea is that they work it up and sell it, 
getting the material for nothing.
831. Do you know what it costs to support indigent blind people in the asylums of the country ? I 
suppose it averages from £15 to £20 a year.
882. £15 is the amount, so that the whole of these forty-four people in this institution could be supported 
in Government institutions for £660 a year? Yes.
883. And the Government are paying you a subsidy of £900 a year ? Yes.
881. And there is £672 a year drawn from the public in the shape of subscriptions ? Yes ; but you 
surely would not pauperise all the blind for £900 a year and expect them to go into the asylums all their 
lives.

H.- J. Hedger. 
X- April, 1898.

885. I am showing that these people would be better provided for and better lodged in every respect in 
the asylums for a less sum than the Government are paying you to carry on this institution at a loss ? 
Yes.
886. President^] Is the attention of the instructors confined to supervision, or do they work ? They have 
to dp any little thing to help the blind. In the basket-making they have to do anything that it is difficult 
for a blind man to do.
887. And in regard to the brushes ? The instructor has to finish the brushes.
888. Their work is not solely that of supervision ? Not quite, but very nearly. In the mat-making and 
basket-making the articles have to be finished by the instructor.

. Sutherland Sinclair, sworn and examined
889. President^ You are a member of the committee of the institution ? Yes. S. Sinclair.
890. With regard to the additions, how many additional workers do you suppose it will accommodate?
We calculate there will be room for forty or fifty. 1 April, 1898.
891. Have you a considerable number of these in prospect? No ; we gather that from the number of 
blind there are in the Colony, and the applications that are made for admission.
892. These people that you will get will be the old workers who will come back to you, or persons 
knowing very little of the trades that are taught ? Yes ; we prefer the learners.
893. Because your institution is primarily a teaching institution ? Yes.
894. A nd, secondly, you become a manufacturing institution ? Yes.
895. If you get forty or fifty learners, will not that still further handicap your finances? Yes, very 
heavily.
896. You will not get forty or fifty learners all at once ? No.
897. But, in proportion as your learners increase in number your financial position will be so much 
weaker ? Yes.
898. And the chances of making the institution less unprofitable will be, for some years at any rate, not 
very great ? The last time I made a calculation, I estimated that each learner cost us £40 for the first 
twelve months. Mr. Hedger brings it down, under present conditions, to something between £20 and 
£30.
899. The 15s. a week that you pay to the workers is nearly £40, then there is the loss on the products ?
Yes.
900. -In regard to Mr. Hedger’s idea that in time the institution will be self-supporting, what is your 
opinion ? I do not see any possibility of it at all.
901. What are the particular handicaps ? In the first place, the outlay for the first twelve months. A 
learner is entirely unprofitable ; it is all expense and no return. Then the waste is greater in the case of 
a blind man than in the case of a sighted man, then we pay a blind man a slightly higher rate of wages 
than a similar person would obtain in a factory.
902. In order that he may live ? Yes.
903. The meaning of that is that blind labour is less effective than other labour ? Yes, then there is 
supervision.
904. Blind labour requires more supervision ? Yes, and our men are not merely foremen, they are 
teachers. I consider that the salary of the manager should be a charge against the subscriptions, not 
against the manufacturing account.
905. Is it not equivalent to the living that a manufacturer would get out of a similar business ? If there
were any profit it might be so. ,
906. Y ou are of opinion that under no circumstances can manufacturing be carried on here at a profit ?
It cannot.
907. Is it the idea of the committee to take in these other persons gradually ? Yes, as applications come
in and as we can afford to pay them. '
908. As you can sell the articles ? Yes, as we can make satisfactory use of their work. It would be a 
mistake to take in too many at once. If we took ten or twelve a year, that w'ould be as many as we could, 
do with.
909. Have the committee ever discussed the question of getting any share of Government business? Yes, 
frequently; but it is a matter of some difficulty. We have invited members of the Government to inspect 
the institution, and once or twice deputations have gone and asked them for a share of the work.
910. The chief producers of such work, apart from yourselves, are the gaols ? Yes.
911. Mr. Powell.'] In competition with you ? Yes, in a way, and yet we are on very friendly terms.
Most of the Government requirements are supplied from the gaols. We should like to supply some of 
the mats required for the Government offices.
912. President?] Do you know that the price lists at the gaols have been very much reduced ? I have 
not looked into that recently.
913. If the gaols are selling cheaper than you you could not expect the Government to take your goods ?
No, not if it is put on a strictly commercial basis; but should it not be on a philanthropic basis ?

914.
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.S. Sinclair. 914,. The philanthropy is represented by the subsidy of £900 a year ? Yes; that is a considerable 
subsidy, but at the same time there is only a certain amount of trade in the Colony, and if we are to 

1 April, 1898. emp]0y tPe mell we must get a sufficient share to enable us to keep them at work.
915. Have you ever discussed the matter with the Comptroller-G-eneral ? No.
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Henry James Hedger, further examined :—
H. J. Hedger. 916. President^ With regard to your statement that the institution might be self-supporting, you think 

it might be self-supporting in the sense that in time you would be able to do without the Government 
1 April, 1898. subsidy ? Yes; that is all I meant. I did not mean to convey that we could ever do without outside 

support. __________________

Edward Dixon, sworn and’examined :—
President.'] What are you ? I am the brush instructor.
What is your salary ? £2 15s. a week.
Where did you learn the business ? At Thomas Mitchell’s, in Melbourne.
How long have you been here ? Twelve months.
Did you come from Melbourne ? Yes.
How many workers have you in the brush-making ? Eleven. ‘ . .
How many of these are learners and how many are tradesmen ? There is only one at piece-work. 
Does that mean that there is only one whom you consider to be a tradesman l Yes ; only one who 

has passed through his time.
925. The others are more like apprentices ? Yes. .
926. How long do you think it takes to teach a blind person brush-making ? That lies with the person 
himself. Some are far quicker than others at picking it up. Some you can never properly teach.
927. But suppose that an ordinarily quick individual commenced to-day when would he be fairly competent? 
He could do it in six months. You could trust his work if he was an intelligent man, but he would 
always be able to improve on it.
928. What are the wages of an ordinary brush-maker outside ? I could not say as regards Sydney.
929. What is it in Melbourne ? My wages as a journeyman were £2 7s. and upwards. I do not suppose 
that it was ever under £2 6s. a week. I was only twelve months a journeyman. I was in charge of the 
place over there.
930. What would a competent journeyman earn ? Say from £2 5s. a week upwards.
931. How does the work of the blind compare with the work of sighted people ? Some of it has turned 
out very well. Some of it you can put against the work of sighted people as regards workmanship.
932. Can they turn out the same quantity ? Oh, no !
933. So that a blind worker is always at a disadvantage, as regards the product of his labour, as compared 
with sighted workers ? Yes ; he could not compete with a sighted man.
934. How much of the work do you do for a blind worker ? I have to do different parts of it. I have
to trim off certain work and to finish off. _
935. Do you finish the woodwork of the brushes ? Yes, what I can do of it.
936. Who does the rest? None has been done outside since I have been here; only at the commence
ment some little was sent out.
937. When you came there was an accumulation which had to be finished outside ? Yes.
938. But now you have overtaken that work, and it is all done inside ;—is that what you mean ? Yes.
939. You do it ? Yes.
940. The finishing is done by you ? Yes. .
941. Mr. Powell!] No work can go out until you have dealt with it ? No.
942. President.] What sort of brushware do you make here ? Pretty well every class.
943. Do you make any fine fancy brushes at all ? Yes.
944. Have you any trouble with the workers, are they willing to learn ? One or two are always com
plaining. ,
945. Mr. Powell.] You have eleven people to instruct, I think? Eleven or twelve.
946. One man is on his own account ? There is one man who has been on the brushes much longer than 
he has, but still his work is inferior.
947. Could the man to whom I have referred make any kind of a brush from start to finish ? Yes, on the 
line he is at. He is on pan work, making hair-brooms.
948. Does he make that class of broom from start to finish ? Yes.
949. Does he make the holes ? No, they never do that; the holes are all bored for them.
950. It is impossible for them to make a brush from start to finish ? No. _
951. Could any of these people with the instruction that they get here, go outside and get a living at 
brush-making if they had anyone to overlook their work such as yourself? The only difficulty would be 
as to the trimming their work off.
952. And they could not do that you say ? I dare say they could overcome the difficulty in some way.
953. Suppose a man goes to Goulburn and commences to make brushes, could he commence and finish, 
and turn out the brush without any assistance ? No; in the first place he could not bore the wood.
954. In the institution he can work and make wages, but outside he could not make a living ? A shop 
would not bother to take a blind man in most cases. Some small shop might.
955. President.] I suppose that in a place like Sydney a man could arrange to have the finishing done for 
him ? They can get their stocks bored from the mill.
956. But the final touches could be arranged for in Sydney, could they not ? I do not quite understand.
957. You said you thought he could overcome the difficulty of not being able to finish these brushes ; how 
could he overcome it ? By using a small pair of hand-shears.
958. You are referring to the trimming? Yes.
959. Mr. Powell.] Will you show us a sample of the best work turned out in brushes? [Samples 
produced!]

[The Commission adjourned at 1 p.m. and resumed at 2T5 p.m.]

E. Dixon. 917.
<---------- 918.1 April, 1898.

'920’.
921.
922.
923.
924.

Ashbury
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Ashbury Ashton sworn and examined:—
960. President.'] "What do you instruct in ? In basket-making.
961. What remuneration do you get ? £2 5s. a week.
962. Where did you learn your business ? I learned my trade at Pettitt’s, in Melbourne.
963. How long were you there ? I was four years apprenticed there, but I had been working there 
previously. I served nine years at my trade altogether.
964. Is your instruction confined to basket-making? To basket-making and chair-caning.
965. How many workers have you under you ? I have twelve basket-makers and four chair-caners—two 
men and two women—sixteen altogether.
966. How many of these basket-makers are experts, and how many are learners ? As a rule, they are 
always learning, even the old hands. I have two learners.
967. Are the other ten expert hands? About half of them are. Some of them you can change on to 
anything, but the others you can only put on to two or three articles.
968. There are two v'hom you consider to be learners, and half a dozen whom you consider to be experts, 
but you cannot put them to the different branches of the basket-making ? Not all of them.
969. The others would be pretty expert workers ? Yes, on three or four different lines.
970. There would be two learners, six medium, and four pretty well-skilled hands ? There are more than 
four. I would say six skilled workmen.
971. Two learners and six skilled workmen—what are the other four ? They are 'only confined to two or 
three articles.
972. Do you employ only men in this business ? Only men in the basket department.
973. Do these men finish the basket from beginning to end, or do you do anything to it ? Some they do 
and some they do not.
974. Those are the expert tradesmen? Yes. If a basket is out of shape I rectify it by putting a little
of my own labour to it. . N
975. Do you consider that the best of your basket-makers could get along without any supervision, such 
as you give, if they were working at their own homes ? They could on half a dozen articles, such as 
butchers’ baskets and clothes’ and linen baskets, but it would be very awkward for them in making 
perambulators, basinettes, and some other things. Under any circumstances they would want someone 
to strain the fitches up.
976. You are of opinion that if they are not under constant supervision the best men have a tendency to 
go off in their work ? They would confine themselves to the things that they were best able to do.
977. They could not do the variety of work that they do in the institution ? No ; I do not think so.
978. As regards the best of these workers, you only occasionally put a little of your own work into their
work when you see that they are going wrong ? Yes. •
979. As regards the bulk of them, you have to do more? Yes. Those who are not so far advanced.
980. What is the average wages of basket-makers in Melbourne ? I could always earn £3 a week and 
over, but, of course, things have altered since then.
981. When were you working in Melbourne? Between nine and ten years ago.
982. Do you know what they are paying here? A good man on piecework can earn £2 5s. a week. I 
do not know whether they can do that all the year round. Some weeks a man might earn £3. It would 
depend upon how the orders came in.
983. How many hours a day do they work? Eight and nine hours. Some shops are working day and 
night on account of the prices being so low.
984. Do you think that a man working eight or nine hours a day can earn £2 5s. a week in Sydney?
Not on all round work, he may at different classes of work—some are paid better than others ; there are 
so .many branches. One man might be making clothes-baskets and another doing other work at which he 
could make double the money. _
985. Then the tendency is for a man to confine himself to a few different lines ? Yes, to earn money he 
must do so. If a man is changed about he will not have a chance to earn much.
986. How long have you been there ? Nearly five years.
987. You have a man named Clapham .employed—is he a good man ? Yes; and Croft is another good 
man, but he is not so good all round as Clapham. He is one of our best men. Allen is another good 
workman at all round work, and Georgeson is a good one.
988. Those are three of your best men ? Yes.
989. Jones seems to earn a small amount of money? He is not expert like the other men.
990. Is Jones a learner ? No ; he has been at it for some years.
991. What is the branch that a man can make the most money on? Some do best at clothes-basket 
making. Judd could earn more at clothes-basket making than anything else. Georgeson could earn just 
as much on two or three other articles.
992. Are these men dissatisfied with their position ? I do not know. They grumble when put on work 
that they are not used to it.
993. Mr. Powell.] Do you think that these men, if thrown upon their own resources, could get a living 
from what you have taught them here ? They may or they may not. People can get things so cheap 
now that even in Bathurst a sighted basket-maker could not live, because everything is got cheaper from 
Sydney.
994. You say some are clever at one thing and not at another ? Yes.
995. So that if a man is good only at clothes-basket making he would soou overstock the market in a 
country place ? Yes.
996. So that if they were not in an institution like this they would not be able to get along? No, I do
not think they would. ,
997. You told us that an expert basket-maker could earn (say) £2 5s. a week ? Yes ; but I do not say
that he can do that constantly. *
998. Do you think that these men are paid all that they are worth ? Some are earning as much inside 
the institution as some outside. We have fast men and slow men.
999. What is the average wage outside the institution ? They are paying different rates now, but an all
round man was advertised for this week to get £2 5s. a week.

*15—L

A. Ashton.

I April, 1898.

1000.
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A. Ashton. 1000. Do you consider that these men are underpaid for the work they do ? No ; not according to the 
^ ' prices that they are paying outside. This institution pays better prices than are paid outside. The blind

1 April, 1898. are making more money than some of the sighted men outside. _
• 1001. On the whole, you think that these men could not do better elsewhere? No ; not as things are at

present. They may go into a country town and do fairly well, but they would not have to confine them
selves to basket-making. _
1002. President.^ Do these men get the full value of their labour, as compared with those outside ? They 
may and they may not.
1003. These men produce a certain amount of work every week ? Tes.
1004. Do you think that they get a fair remuneration for the amount of work they produce ? Tes; I do.
1005. Considering that they are blind men ? Tes. One sighted man can do as much as two or three 
blind men.
1006. I suppose that sometimes a blind man may have to undo some of his work ? Tes, that often 
happens.
1007. An intelligent sighted workman, if he makes a mistake, can see it, but a blind man goes on until it
is pointed out to him ? Tes. ,

■ 1008. Mr. Powell.1* Do they cut themselves more than ordinary sighted workmen would ? I have seen 
them cut themselves, but I put that down to their using a blunt knife. Tou will also see that amongst 
sighted workmen. •
1009. Is there more of it here ? Not so much of it.

Mr. Hedger : About teaching different branches, Mr. Ashton explained that some of the blind 
could do more at one branch than another. The same thing applies to every trade. One man may be 
expert on square work, another on oval work, and another at round work. We, as far as possible, keep 
the blind to one branch, because, if they can do one branch satisfactorily, they will have a better chance 
of getting employment. I know a man who employed four blind men who had been working in the 
Melbourne institution. Some men are very expert upon certain kinds of work. The same thing applies 
to blind men. They cannot make everything. One or two who have left here were quite good enough 
to go into any sighted shop and compete with sighted workmen. ■
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Stannus Bell sworn and examined :—
S. Bell. 1010. President^ Tou are a teacher of mat-making ? Tes. In mat-making and iveaving.

1011. What is your salary ? £2 2s. 6d. a week.
1 April, 1898. 1012. How many workers have you ? I have thirteen now. Sometimes I have fourteen ; one or two at, 

the bedding. ■
1013. How many have you at mat-making ? Nine.
1014. Nine at mat-making, four at weaving, and two at bedding? Tes.
1015. Where did you learn your business ? At this institution, from Mr. Foster and Mr. Hedger, the 
Manager.
1016. Mr. Foster was the previous officer ? No ; he was an officer at the gaol.
1017. How long were you learning the business ? About four years.
1018. Did you learn all the branches of the business ? Tes.
1019. How many of these mat-makers are expert men? Three of them.
1020. Are the other six learners ? Tes.
1021. What can the three earn per week on the average? From 15s. upi to 22s. (id.
1022. Is that working the ordinary hours ? They earn 15s. working the ordinary hours. Mat-makers 
work about nine hours a day, and earn from £1 to £t 2s. 6d. a w'eek.
1023. And these are expert men ? Tes. _
1024. What do the nine men earn? I could not tell. I do nofgo into the money value of the wrork done.
1025. Is much material wasted in learning the business ? Tes, more than one-third is wasted.
1026. Is there more waste than there would be in teaching sighted people ? There is.
1027. Is the waste in the matting? There is about 5 lb. wasted out of 57 lb. of raw material, that is in 
the weaving.
1028. Are the men fairly satisfied with the work ? Tes ; they seem quite happy and contented.
.1029; When they come into the institution are they anxious to learn? Tes; of course we sometimes 
get an obstinate man.
1030. Are those mats that are on show in the shop made specially for showing? No ; they are ordinary 
work. I will fetch a mat in. [Mats produced^]
1031. Mr. Powell.'] Could any of these men get a living at mat-making outside? They could with help.
1032. Could they turn out work without the assistance that you give them here ? In a rough way they
could. .
1033. They would not turn out such good work ? They could not finish off their work as well.
1034. If they are away in the country they would be under a still greater disadvantage ? No ; one man 
made a very good line, that ivas Lachlan up at Mount Druitt. He told me that he was doing fairly well 
at it. Another man named Grorrick left three weeks ago, and I believe ho was going to start.
1035. They cannot do fancy border work? Tes, they can do the border work.
1036. If they could do that work here could they do the same work in the country ? Tes. Of course it 
would be rougher work, but the mat would be there.
1037. How far do you deal with the work? I finish it off after it comes, off the frame.
1038. Could they do that themselves ? They could not do it so ■well as a sighted person.

Mr. Hedger : Mr. Bell mentioned a man named Lachlan at Mount Druitt. I remember him. At 
the Sydney Town Hall they wanted new mats. I went to the man about it, and he told me that he wras 
thinking about giving tho work to a blind man at Mount Druitt. I said, “ Oh, he is one of the men whom 
we have taught, and if you are going to give it to him we do not want it.” He turned the mats out very 
satisfactorily, and got a good price for them. The other man, Glorrick, two weeks ago wrote a nice letter 
thanking the committee for what he had been taught here, and I had no doubt that he would make a fair 
living. He has a family who will be able to help him.

Henry
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Henry James Hedger further examined :— J. Hedger.
1039. President?^ Is this clerk, Smith, fully employed here ? Tes. 1 April, 1898.
1040. Is he a youth ? Tes.
1041. Is Miss Hedger a daughter of yours ? Tes.
1042. There is a boy at 10s. 6d. a week, what does he do ? He carries the cane up and down, and keeps 
the workshops clean.
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Susan McKenzie sworn and examined :—■
1043. President?^ Do you wish to make any statement ? I made a few statements at the inquiry concern- Susan
ing the Strathfield institution. I wish to go a little further now. I would not have left Strathfield only McKenzie,
that I knew I could come here. I came one Tuesday in 1895. When I left Strathfield this institution
was not ready for women to come into. Mr. Hedger said, when learning the brush-making I should get1 APrll> 1898- 
at least 10s. a wreek from the time I started. I said that would not keep a woman and pay her board, and 
he replied I daresay that the committee in your case, you not having friends, will give you 12s. 6d. He 
said he would let me know when the Board met. And they did not take me that year, they took me the 
next year. I was in the' country and I was sent for. Mr. Hedger got Mr. Ardill to send for me. . Mr.
Ardill told me that I should get 12s. 6d. a week. When I got here I saw the ladies and they asked me if I 
knew that I should have to work here for nothing for three months. I said that I had never heard anything 
about that, and that I could not do it, as I had no friends in a position to keep me for that time. Then 
they said they would see what could be done. That was in 1896. On the Tuesday after Easter Monday I 
came to work. I worked three weeks for nothing at all with Mrs. Nairn and Miss Henderson. I said 
I could not do this any longer. Then a friend borrowed some money for me, £1 2s. 6d. altogether. Mrs.
Naim and I used to live together, and that kept us about three weeks. Then, the fourth week I told
Mr. Hedger that I should have to go back to Strathfield if I did not get wages. Then he gave me 5s.,
and at the end of the next week he gave us 5s. again, and- he gave me a chair to do, and that made my 
wages that week 7s. 6d. Then the committee decided to give Mrs. Nairn and me 7s. 6d. a 
week each, and they used to give us work at night to make up the difference, and we used to pay.
9s. for our board. We worked on like that from April until some time in the middle of August. Then 
in August I got some money after the committee met. I.had been very bad but I tried to hold out as 
long as I could, then I got very ill and stayed away. The second week after I got the 10s. a week, I was 
too ill to go to work. Mr. Hedger grumbled that I was getting 10s. a week and was not at work. He 
did not say anything to me then. The next week I went to Dr. Crago, who said that a few days rest 
would do me good. He wrote a certificate, then I went out to Lewisham and my friends called in Dr. , -
Cooti, who said I was to go to the Prince Alfred Hospital. I wrent there, and afterwards came back to .
work.
1044. What are you getting now ? 12s. 6d, a week, but it will stop when I have been here 2 years.
Then I go on piece-work.
1045. How will that affect you ? I have earned about 8s. this week.
1046. That is working ordinary hours ? Tes, working ordinary hours, and working as well as I can.
1047. So it is a serious matter for you ? Tes, a serious matter about the wages. If one could get
ordinary chairs to do—they are easier than the others—one might make 5s. a week. Sometimes you feel 
unwell and cannot work so well. We women decided to put it before you that we ought to have a stated 
wage and no piece-work. *
1048. When you came here had you learnt the business ? Tes, I learnt at Strathfield all that I know, 
except netting, and Mr. Bell taught me that.
1049. Were you as good when you came from Strathfield as you are now ? I could do the brush-making 
as well as I can now; the chair-caning I was not so quick at.
1050. Then you consider that your earnings last week, if you were paid for what you did, would amount 
to about 8s. ? Tes. We thought that for bass brooms we should get 4d. each, but they are about lOd. a 
dozen, and you could not do more than a dozen a day however hard you. worked.
1051. Mr. Powell.^ Do they not make the wages up to 12s. ? I get 12s Gd.
1052. Tou can only earn 8s. at piece-work? Sometimes I can earn more if I am doing easy-chairs. Up 
to last night I made 8s., working as well as I possibly could. I have been working every day all the 
week.
1053. That only justs pays for your board ? Tes ; but I get constant wages now.
1054. President^ Do you make much by overtime ? We only get it when thev have a great many chairs " 
and cannot get them done; we have to sit up late at night to do them. If I work two hours each 
night, it will take nearly four nights to do a chair.
1055. Mr. PowellP\ How many hours does it take to do a chair ? It takes a whole day.
1056. About eight hours? We women work seven and a half hours a day. There is a man who has been
working here for years, and he cannot cane more than 5 or 6 chairs in a week.
1057. If you had your choice which would you rather do, go on as you are or go into an asylum ? If I 
had a fixed salary of 12s. Gd. a week I would rather struggle on as I am, but if I am to be put on piece
work, it would be just as well to go into an asylum.
1058. President.1 If you can get 12s. 6d. a week would you prefer to remain as you are? Tes, if I could 
get it regularly. Mrs. Molloy with whom I board is very kind, and boards me for 8s. a week as an act of 
charity.
1059. It is an advantage to you to be independent as you are? I should not like to go into an institution.
1060. Do you consider that you were as well treated, fed, and housed at Strathfield, as you are now ?
Tes, I was as well fed at Strathfield as I am now where I am paying for board.
1061. Tou would be satisfied if you could get a fixed wage of" 12s. 6d. a week ? Tes, I could manage. "
I get my board, washing, and everything done for 8s. a week. , .

Mary



.1324

76 EOYAL COMMISSION ON PUBLIC CHAEITIES—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.

Mary Ann 
' If air no.
1 Apritl898

Mary Ana Nairne sworn and examined: —
1062. President.] Tou are a worker in this institution? Yes.
1063. How long have you been here ? Two years.
1064. Tou came from Strathfield ? Tes.
1065. Do you want to make a statement to the Commission ? I hesitated at first, because I scarcely 
thought it worth while. A rail has been put up separating the women from the men upstairs, and it is 
an annoyance to us. It has to be lifted, and we knock ourselves against it. It seems a trivial matter, 
but it has caused a good deal of trouble. I do not think that I shall be very long employed by the 
institution. There will be a meeting of the committee on "Wednesday, when I shall know what the 
decision is. If I am put on piece-work I shall not be able to earn a livelihood, and I must seek 
employment elsewhere. The manager is dissatisfied with my earnings. The class of work that 
I did was heavy. The work that he was first dissatisfied with was chair-caning. That I was not 
used to. The next was the drawing of bass brooms. Of course, that is heavy work. Mr. Hedger 
said that the case would have to be considered, and, of course, I know that his dissatisfaction will mean 
piece-work. At piece-work one cannot possibly earn a livelihood here. I had 2 dozen and 9 brooms, and 
my earnings were supposed to be 2s. 6d. for the week. They were very little more than lOd. a dozen.
1066. How much did you earn last week ? I do not know how much it would be. I think I have crossed 
Mr. Hedger, because I used to work at the pan ; that is not only disagreeable work, but you are very apt to 
get seriously burnt at that work. No other woman was singled out for the work but me. I undertook 
to try it for twelve months, but I found that my health failed so much that I could not go on with it. I 
told the foreman, who spoke to Mr. Hedger, and since then I have had no pan work to do. He said I 
was unwilling to work at the pan, and it was work that I did better at than anything else. I am sorry I 
shall have positively to refuse to do that. There may be some constitutions that could stand the work, 
and I have every reason to believe that I have the best constitution in the building ; everybody has been 
ill but myself. I hesitated to make any statement, but I think I shall have to do something else. Of 
course, there are the Charitable Institutions, and I daresay that I can get sufficient public sympathy to 
support me or get work from various sources.
1067. Mr. Powell.] Are you satisfied with the wage of 12s. 6d. a week ? "Well, it covers expenses. As 
we are placed no w I am paying 8s. for board, that is because two of us are living together. Until now I have 
never paid less than 9s. a week. Then there is washing and 2s. 6d. a month for a guide; the guide is the 
landlady’s child and she refuses to take the 2s. 6d. a month.
1068. President.] If you could get 12s. 6d. a week you would be satisfied ? Tes; as a standing wage.

Lilian Norman sworn and examined:—
1069. President.] Tou work at this institution ? Tes.
1070. What is it you have to say? When we first came here the wages were 7s. 6d. a week, but a

, woman can hardly live on that when she has to pay 8s. or 9s. a week for her board.
pn > *1071. Was 7s. 6d. a week all that you got? We could do home work and make it up working till 1

o’clock in the morning.
1072. Tou got 7s. 6d. a week and an opportunity of doing home work, and you got nothing else; no 
gratuity from the Government, nor anything else? No ; only overtime.
1073. Did you do any overtime last year ? Tes, at Easter and at Christmas time.
1074. How much did you earn at Christmas ? I think it was six chairs that I mended.
1075. I have a return which shows that you earned in six months, from 1st July to 31st September, 
7s. 6d. by overtime? Tes, that is right.
1076. Tou said something about having to work until 1 o’clock in the morning? Tes ; that is when we 
earned the 7s. 6d.
1077. Your weekly wage is now 7s. 6d. ? No; it was 7s. 6d. a week for the first three months, and after 
that 10s. a week.
1078. What are you getting now ? 12s. 6d. a week. It was 7s. 6d. for the first three months, then 10s.
a week, and now it is 12s. 6d. I have just commenced my second year. At the end of the two years 
you go on to piece-work, and if you earn only 5s. a week you get only 5s. a week. Tou have to take 
whatever you can earn.
1079. You want to direct attention now to the wages you were earning for the first few months you were 
here ? Yes.
1080. Where do you live ? At 29, Bennett-street, Surry Hills.

. 1081. Are you comfortable ? Tes; it is the best place I have been in.
1082. How do you go home ? A child fetches us. -
1083. Mr. Powell.] Can you live on 12s. 6d. a week ? I have to do as well as I can.
1084. On piecework you think you would not be able to earn so much? No. Some weeks you fall ill. 
As a rule, I earn my wages ; but last week and the week before I was ill, and I do not think that I earned 
half of it.
1085. President.] If you had a regular wage of 12s. 6d. a week you could get along? Tes. If I always 
had 12s. 6d. a week it would do. Mr. Hedger seems to have the power of suspending people, and 
directly a thing is done that he disapproves of he suspends some one or sends them away. 1 think the 
committee should do that, but he does not leave that for the committee. When I was suspended he 
never told me, but told me to go away, and for a long while he would not allow me to see the committee. 
When I told him that 1 would not leave the grounds until I saw the committee, he let me see them.

Mr. Powell.] Did they allow you to return ? Not until after three months.

George Evans sworn and examined :—
President.] What particular work are you doing here ? I am brushmaking.
How long have you been here ? I came here on the 6th August, 1896.
What do you earn per week on the average ? About 7s. 9d.
What does the institution give you ? Ten shillings a iveek.
Tou earn 7s. 9d. and they make it up to 10s. ? Tes.
Have you done any overtime ? I have done a little. I get a chair sometimes to take home.
What does it cost you for your lodgings ? Twelve shillings a week. 1094.

1086.

Gh Evans. 1087.
---------- - 1088.

1 April, 1898,1089.
1090.
1091.
1092.
1093.

Lilian
Norman.
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1094. In addition to the 10s. a week, you get something from the Government ?
Government. I had 5s. granted, hut I do not get the 5s.
1095. So you are drawing 14s. a week and you have had a little money for overtime? 
the average it would not be 2s. 6d. a month for overtime.
109G. Where did you come from here? From the Parramatta Asylum.
1097. Tou earn 7s. a week and receive 3s. from the institution and 4s. from the Government, that is 
14s. a week, and you pay 12s. for your board and lodging ; how is it that you earn so little as 10s. a week? 
I cannot get along with my work any faster. It is twelve knots a penny. I am not on piece-work, and 
when I have nice stuff to work I can make 8s. a week, but that is very seldom. I have made 7s. 9d. pretty 
often, as nearly as we can make it up.
1098. Do you feel that you are getting on, and that you are likely to earn more money when you have 
had more experience ? I may earn a little more, but I shall never be able to earn 10s. a week though I 
always try my best to see what I can do.
1099. Are you a steady worker ? I work as fast as I can.
1100. Are your lodgings comfortable ? Yes ; everything is clean and comfortable.
1101. Have you anything to suggest for improving your position at all? 1 did send in a letter to the 
Commissioners ; but I think it is useless now to say what I was intending to say. It has been impressed 
upon me that I shall never be changed to any other work whilst I am in this institution. I asked Mr. 
Hedger about putting me on basket-work, as I fancy I could get on better at that. He said, “ You will 
never be off your present work ; you will have either to stop at it or leave the institution.” When we 
come into this institution we are supposed to learn a trade in five years. If we do not do that, what are 
we to do ? The committee can put us out at the end of five years, and I do not want to always live 
here. I do not like to be shut up like this. I am of opinion that I could earn a living at basket-making, 
but at broom-making I am afraid I cannot earn enough to buy food.
1102. Were you put to broom-making at your own request? No. The smoke turns me quite sick. I 
am quite nervous, and the doctor gave me medicine to cure me; but it is too expensive for me to go on 
buying it.

- - 77

Tes ; 4s. from the Evans. 

Tes, I suppose on 1

John Doyle sworn and examined:—
1103. President.] Tou are a brush-maker ? Tes. J. Doyle.
1104. What is your weekly wage ? 10s. from the institution.
1105. That is made up of two items—7s. 6d. and 2s. 6d. ? Tes; and I get 5s. from the Government, that * April, 1898.
makes it 15s. a week. '
1106.. You have not done any overtime for some time, have you ? I have never done any since I have
been in the institution.
1107. Where did you come from to the institution ? From an orphan school. I was first in the Hand-
wick Asylum. I was taken out of there by Mr. Robison, the former Inspector of Public Charities, and
I afterwards lost my sight. Then he got me put into this institution.
1108. What have you to say to the Commission ? Well, if the Commissioners are to find out our
grievances, this is my principal complaint: I am not very strong. There is nothing wrong with me 
except weakness of the chest. I am in a sick fund which allows 15s. a week when one is sick, but when 
I am sick for a week Mr. Hedger stops mv Government money from me, by whose authority I do 
not know. '
1109. You contend that you ought to get the 15s. from the sick fund and the 5s. from the Government?
Tes ; it does not happen every week. I may be sick four days and have to go to the doctor.
1110. Is not medical advice given from the sick fund as well ? Medical advice is given now from the 
doctor of the institution, but not medicine.
1111. As a matter of fact, is not the medicine given free ? Tes; just lately. ,
1112. And medical advice ? Tes. ’
1113. Tour complaint is that whilst you are sick and getting 15s. a week from the sick fund you do not
also get the 5s. from the Government ? Tes. ^
1114. When working you get 15s. a week, but when you are sick you think you ought to get £1 a week ?
I do not say that, but I want to know why the money was stopped.

SATUBDAT, 2 APRIL, 1898.
- [T^e Commission met at the Sydney Industrial Blind Institution at 9 30 a.mi\

' . Jjrrsrnf:—
GEORGE ALEXANDER WILSON, Esq., J.P. (President).
JAMES POWELL, Esq., J.P.

Catherine Henderson sworn and examined :—
1115. President!] You are a worker here ? Tes. Catherine
1116. How long have you been here ? Two years last Wednesday. Henderson,
1117. Tou live with your people ? My mother.
1118. What are your wages ? Ten shillings. 2 April, 1898,
1119. Have you any statement to make? Only that I am not satisfied with the wages. The first year I 
was here I worked one month for nothing, and then four months for 2s. 6d, and then I got 5s. Mr.
Hedger told me I would get 10s. after the first three months, and all I got was 5s. My mother made 
inquiries, and he said that if I was not satisfied I would have to leave. He told me to leave.
1120. Is your mother able to keep you without work ? No, she is not. She has kept me while I was
away from here, but by hard work. ,
1121. Mr. Powell.] By having boarders ? Tes. Up till I came here she was. in different places, and had
me with her for a time, and was paying for me for a time. She always kept me by hard work, and, of 
course, I came here to earn my own living instead of depending upon her, and that was all I got, and 
because mother spoke of the wages—5s. a week—Mr. Hedger told me I was to leave, that they could do 
no more. And then he said that I was to get 12s. 6d.‘ the next year, but I only got 10s. 1122.
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President.'] Is there any prospect of your getting more ? Nest week I should get more. I do not 
whether I shall or not until the Committee meets.
You are a hrush-maker ? Yes.
Is there anything else you wish to say? I do not think so.
We will very carefully consider this as far as it comes within our province. We cannot promise you 

anything. We shall give it very great consideration ? It is not much, and mother has got very bad 
health, and she cannot keep me now, and from one winter to another she always thinks it will be her last. 
I do not get the best of health, and if you lose a day or half a day, it is stopped from you.
1126. Do you contribute to the sick fund ? Yes ; now I do. I have been in it the last three months, but 
still you don’t get a day’s pay out of it, nor yet three days. You have got to be a week sick before you 
get anything, but there’s many a time you don’t feel well enough to work for a day, but of course you 
are not sick enough to go to a doctor, and you get nothing without a doctor’s certificate.
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Catherine 1122. 
Henderson. kll0w

2 April, 1898. ^ ^ 

1125.

Walter Northcote sworn and examined :—
W.Horthcote. 1127. President.] You are engaged in matting here? Weaving on a hand loom.

1128. What is your weekly wage ? At present my weekly wage is 12s. 6d. This is my second year this 
2 April, 1898. month.

■ 1129. You have earned very little overtime ? No overtime whatsoever. I have not been allowed that
privilege. Oh, I made a mistake. One or two weeks I did have a little overtime on some work wanted 
in a hurry.
1130. You had overtime equal to 6s. 9d. in six months ? I don’t understand that, sir.
1131. Did you not have overtime the second six months in last year ? Certainly not; only about two
weeks some considerable time back now, and it was only just about balf-an-hour in the evening and a 
Saturday afternoon on two occasions, as far as I can remember. I got about 15s., including my weekly 
wages. ”
1132. We have a return here showing that in the six months ending 31st December you earned 6s. 9d. 
overtime ;—is that correct;—you may have mixed up the dates. However, there is really nothing in it. 
Have you anything to say to the Commission ? When I came here I didn’t come as a man from the

■ Poor House in the first place, and receiving any State subsidy. I am the son of a widowed mother whom
' I used to help to support, and I had the misfortune to meet with this mishap, and my only opening was

‘ to come here. Well, they made me do three months here for nothing, and the manager told me that I
should pay them to teach me a trade instead of them teaching mo a trade and paying me. They asked 
me what my idea was in coming here, and I told them straight that my idea was that I might learn a 
trade to earn a living with. The trade they put me at is that I am doing now, and it is no earthly use to 
me outside, the work being done only in Darlinghurst Gaol. My ambition is to earn an independent 
living outside a charitable or uncharitable institution, and I can assure you that, to a man with any 
independent spirit at all, the associations in this place are irksome in the extreme.
1133. How is that? Well, there are men here wdio take a delight in irritating others younger than them
selves, and perhaps possessing a little more spirit than themselves ; and I think it is not right either that 
afflictions should be crowded together ; and I say that there is one privilege which I am truly thankful 
for which I enjoy, and that is that the gates of this place are the bounds of our compulsory acquaintance 
as an afflicted community. I would much sooner work in solitary confinement than amongst a lot of blind 
people. My ambition is to get away from this place, and get some employment—I am not particular 
what it is so long as it is independent—outside this place.
1134. I am afraid that neither the Commission nor the committee can give each blind person a workshop 
to himself ? I do not ask that, but, if I had received a little more money than I have since I have been 
here, I would certainly not be here now. I would take some other means of earning a livelihood.
1135. Is there anything else you wish to say ? I can say a good deal yet, sir. I do not know why this
place is founded on a basis which makes a man pauperise himself in order to obtain just a bare existence—■ 
that is, the 14s. a week—after doing the three months for nothing, which I did. I was asked my 
pecuniary condition when I came here, and I can assure you that it wras only as a last resource that I came 
here; and I thought the place would be a little different from what I have found it in my two years’ 
experience. And I may say that some men seem more privileged than others by receiving piece-work to 
do at home, which I never have had, but even then I don’t hold with that idea, for I think it simply 
amounts to sweating. ‘
1136. Mr. Powell.] What piece-work do you refer to ? Making halters and netting, chair-caning, and 
such like work.
1137. You could not do your loom work anywhere but in the shop, could you ? No, decidedly not. That 
would take at least eight hands, and one of those must be a sighted man in order to prepare the work, and 
it requires the machinery for so doing.
1138. When you have learned the mat-making you can do nothing with it except in an institution of this 
kind ? Decidedly. That is my objection to it, and besides, I think I am not fit for the work. I am not 
fit now with the cold 1 have got on me, I suffer from aches and pains through it, and still I have to work

' 1 or else I have my pittance, such as it is, stopped from me.
■ 1139. You are not altogether dependent upon this ? I have my widowed mother’s home. I have no other
. . „means whatsoever. It places me in a very awkward position. I am almost become used to it now. I

1 walk about without a penny in my pocket, and of course I try to keep up an appearance as far as I can.
, 1140. What age were you when you became blind ? I was 27 or 28. I am now turned 31 last January.
1141. Then of course you feel your affliction more ? I am willing to bear my affliction, but I feel most 
keenly my loss of independence.
1142. You say you become pauperised. In what way do you become pauperised. You work for what you 
get ? The place is not self-supporting.
1143. You don’t want the badge-of charity put upon you? Certainly not.
1144. It is not very agreeable to you; but unfortunately you are the victim of circumstances to a certain 
extent, and you came here with a view to benefit yourself, didn’t you ? I did sir.
1145. Is there any reason why your wages are confined to the amount you have mentioned, 12s. 6d. ? 
Simply it is the sum named in the rules of the place.

1146,
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1146. According to the rules, how soon would you be entitled to 15s. ? In my third year. W. Northcote.
1147. How long will it he before you get to that ? Thatthreemonthswhichl did for nothing, which is called
the probation, was not taken into consideration in the time for increases—that goes for nothing. I cannot 2 ■^Pr. ’ ‘
say whether they will make it so the third year, but in the rules it also specifies that if a man becomes 
competent in his work before the three years have elapsed he can go on his work on the piece-work footing.
I have asked to be put on that repeatedly, but have been refused on some pretext or another; although I 
make my work to order, no fault is found with it. I am about as expert a man as there is in the shop 
down below.
1148. How soon will you have completed your second year ? • I came to this place this month two years
ago—the 13th April two years ago. ‘
1149. After the 13th April you will be in your third year ? Yes.
1150. Will you then be entitled to 15s. ? Well, I do not know whether they will reckon that first three 
months in, as they didn’t last time.
1151. You spoke of the association; but as the President pointed out, you cannot have a shop made for 
you—but would not the association perhaps be as objectionable to you almost in any workshop ? Not 
amongst sighted people. I feel more happy and contented when I am amongst sighted people, but blind 
people—of course I could tell you a lot about the conversation and so forth that is irksome, and there is 
shoving, and some are a. little more sighted than others, and they presume to take advantage of that to 
annoy. The place is a purgatory to me.
1152. President.'] You complained just now of the place being not self-supporting. Of course the 
committee would "be only too glad if it were? Well, to tell you the truth, I would sooner that the 
place was directly under Government control.
1153. Mr. Powell.] What advantage do you think you would secure by that ? More justice, sir.
1154. But if you were subject to the same rules you would still have to follow them ? Those rules would
be more strictly adhered to and carried out properly. They would not make flesh of one and fish of 
another, as it is at present. '
1155. Have you complained to the committee? I have been brought before the committee on one 
occasion because I have happened to be a few minutes late when I first came to the place, and I was 
admonished, and on one occasion sent away home and the pay for that day stopped because I was a 
few minutes late, by the manager himself; and, on another occasion, the manager suspended me, and I 
was taking other, means to have that seen to, and he took the suspending part of it off me and allowed 
me to start work again.
1156. Do you think at piece-work you could earn as much as you are earning now ? I would earn more ;
some w7eeks perhaps slightly under. If I am kept at my work regularly I could earn a couple of 
shillings more than I am earning now; but, even then, I would not mind if I did not earn perhaps 
more than I am receiving now as wages on some occasions, because I would feel I was getting what I 
earned. .
1157. Are you limited here as to the hours you work when on piece-work ;—can you wmrk later if you 
like ? I would not be allowed to work any more than the bare eight hours. The other men all work for 
the eight hours in the same shop. In the basket shop there is a bonus for the piece-workers; in our 
mat shop no bonus. I do not exactly understand how the bonus is paid.
1158. I suppose you view it almost as an impossibility to carry on your trade in your own home? Oh, 
decidedly I do.
1159. Have you acquired a knowledge of any other trade since you have been here ? Oh well, the 
first three months I was here for nothing, they had me with a man making halters. Well, I learned 
that business, and I made a couple of dozen of halters or.so, and I have not done any since, and I 
didn’t get the option to do any at home.
1160. President^ Is there anything else you wish to say ? I think that is about all.

W. Milne sworn and examined :— .
1161. President^] You are a mat-maker ? Yes. I may as well tell you at once I have no complaints to W. Milne, 
make, to save any trouble; but it is about the aged blind—those that are working all their lives and /— 
become unfit to work, and to ask if anything can be done for them to save them from going to the 2 April, 1898. 
poor-house. Of course they abhor the poor-house—I beg its pardon, I mean the Benevolent Institution.
1162. Something in the nature of a pension? Well, yes. Of course it is bad enough for a man to be 
old and go there, but it is still worse for a man to be old and blind and go there.
1163. Would your idea be something in the nature of cottage homes, or a pension;—-where they have
friends I presume you would recommend that they should have some sort of small pension ? Yes. . .
1164. Where they had no friends a pension might not be of any advantage to them ? I can quote
you an instance. Mr. Clay, an old man who was working here, kept on till the last minute, and, of course, 
he got unfit for work at last, and he went out with an organ. He abhorred the idea of going into 
Parramatta,—of course it is not a pleasant place, by all accounts,—and to the last minute he kept outside, 
until he had to go into St. Vincent’s. Ho was a steady man, and that sort of thing, and was over 70 
when he died. Well, of course, a little pension to anyone like that would be a help. It is bad enough 
to be old and sighted, but to be old and blind—it is no comfort at all. .
1165. Of course, the small pensions which might be given would be very useful to blind persons with 
friends to look after them, but would be insufficient for those with no friends to look after them, and 
cases of that kind would be better met by having a few cottage homes where half a dozen people could 
live together, a couple in each cottage ? Yes. Well then it is this way with those that are up there in 
Parramatta—the sighted, I think, get up to tricks with them, and annoy them, and make their lives ten 
times worse than they otherwise would be. That is one thing.
1166. I suppose you are aware that iu Parramatta there are twenty cottages in charge of a matron, where 
couples live together, a couple to each cottage. Would that meet the case better than a pension? Well,
I suppose something like that would do where they had no friends,—something that would lighten the 
burden of their lives at the last run.

President'.] We will give consideration to that question.
1167.
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1167. Mr. Powell.~\ Do you find, as a rule, that the blind get along pretty well together, or otherwise ? 
Well, I think they are best separated amongst sighted people. _

2 April,1898. ppgg. You think they should be mixed up with sighted people ? Yes, I do. Por one thing, the blind 
are too apt to live within themselves.
1169. They are thrown inward necessarily ? Yes. A sighted man, if he has any brains at all, his life will 
broaden; but a blind man, being thrown inward, his mind becomes cramped, and is likely to be more 
cramped if he mixes with other blind people, because he comes in contact with cramped minds, so that I 
think really it is the best thing to mix them with sighted persons.
1170. Do you find that amongst themselves they have little jealousies and unpleasantnesses that people 
generally, who are sighted would not have? Well, mixing in any class at all you will find that.
1171. But I mean particularly because of the affliction, and being thrown in amongst themselves. Have 
they sympathy with each other, do you think ? Some have, and some have not; that is the only way I 
can answer.
1172. You would gauge them as you would ordinary people ? Yes, as far as my experience of them goes. 
Of course I have seen some that have been blind for years, and they have plenty of sympathy.
1173. Sitting here as a Commission we find small matters spoken of as difficulties that I think ordinary 
people would not mention ? Yes. Well, of course it may be the blindness.
1174. Do you think it is inseparable from the condition ? Well, yes, I do, in one way, because blindness 
itself tends tow'ards causing you to go downwards. I do believe it tends towards depravity, if anything.
1175. In what sense ?—sense of right or justice ? All through.
1176. Delicacy of feeling? Yes, and in sense of manhood. You know that there is a certain manhood 
that every man should carry with him, and a certain sense of justice and right and wrong, and I think the 
blindness tends to depravity.
1177. The moral sense becomes blunted ? Yes, if you do not take care. It is a hard battle to fight when 
a man becomes blind at once, and everything before him becomes a chaos.
1178. That wTould be more the case with the illiterate blind ? Yes, in the case of all blind. That is why 
I think a place where they have got work to do, and a trade to work at, is really the best thing out for 
the blind.
1179. What are you working at ? The mats.
1180. You could not work at home at the mats ? I think you could work a little at them, but you could 
not work at them altogether.
1181. You could not work at them generally ? You could not work the lettered mats at home.
1182. Do you work at piecework ? Yes.
1183. Do you manage to make a fair wage? Well, I think I do on the average—from 17s. 6d. to £1 a
week, and some weeks I may go over the ifil, according to the order of work that comes in. Of course 
you must take the good and the bad in orders. •
1184. Do you find the others molest you, or trouble you, or worry you in any way ? No. I would not let 
them.
1185. I suppose there are always butts in a workshop? Yes. I saw it at school, and in the University, 
and everywhere.
1186. President.] Do you look forward to doing anything on your own account? AVell, if I can possibly 
do it I will. I say, “ Never say die,” that is my motto. If I can possibly manage to do anything I will; 
but it don’t do to leap before you can see a chance. If I could see my way clear I would do for myself 
at once.
1187. Mr. Powell:] Is it not rather a disadvantage to most of the workers that they are obliged to live in 
the immediate vicinity of their work ? I do not think so.
1188. Some of them seem to be quartered rather closely ? It is their^owti fault, I think, because they can 
all get about as well as anyone else. They have no need to stop here ; they can go twenty minutes out of 
the city. The walk in is merely exercise.
1189. You are pretty close ? Yes, I am; but it is only lately. I used to be out at Borest Lodge. I was 
away out at Moore Park, and I never had any trouble to come in, and really if I felt to-morrow that I was 
suffering iil-health—I never did suffer ill-health in my life—I would not stay in the place ; I would go out.

■ It would mean getting up twenty minutes earlier, that’s all.
1190. President.] Do you find a difficulty in taking suitable exercise—you appear to be an active man?

■ Not a bit. If I did not have sufficient exercise at the work, if I cannot get out for a walk, [ take the
dumb-bells; it’s all the same to me, and everyone can do that. The will has a lot to do with it in every 
man, I don’t care wdiere he is.

Mr. Powell: I think it is very nice to know that you are hero to advocate the interests of others, 
and not for yourself.

. President: We shall give very careful consideration to the general question you have raised.
Witness: Another thing, I think, that would benefit us a lot would be standing orders from the 

Government Departments. Sometimes we get slack for orders here from private persons, and of course 
we do not work. We can do better on lettered mats than we could on plain mats.
1191. Mr. Powell.] You are competed with b}r prison work ? Yes, and also with American prison work 
coming in here free. The more work vre can get the better. I think it is hard for a man to be 70 years 
of age and have to die almost on the Sydney streets.
1192. President.] Do you think as a whole the workers here are treated fairly well;—you yourself have 
no complaint, but you are a man that can take your own part—but some of the workers may not be so 
well able to take their own parts as you are;—do you think that on the whole these workers are fairly 
treated? AVell, as far as I know—as far as I can conscientiously judge—I think they are. Of course, 
you may speak to a man and he may complain to you, but to judge that man you would want to live 
within him and know his environments and circumstances.
1193. That is why we ask you ;—we know that there always will be complaints, and we want to get inside 
of these complaints and see what they really mean ? Of course, I think that some of them would like 
the system of a fixed wage; I do believe that.
1194. Mr. Powell.] Don’t you think that there should be a minimum living wage ? I do not exactly 
understand you.
1195. Do you not think that a man should get enough to keep body and soul together ? Yes, I do; some 
of them would like the fixed wage. Of course, there is one objection to that, and that is that one man

• may
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may act conscientiously and do his work but another man may not; he may loaf, and say, “Well, at the W.Milne.
end of the week my money is coming in.” I should say that the committee should deal with, him, and if
he did not do his work fine him or let him go. 2 April, 1898.
1196. President.^ That objection is apparent. But if. the man is to be employed at all, should he not get 
the minimum wage ?
1197. Mr. Powell.'] Do you think a man can live on 16s. a week? Well, of course, they do it.
1198; I am only talking about the man himself purely ? Well, I think that it is a push—of course it is a 
push ; it is no use saying one thing and meaning another. There is no doubt it is a push, and really it 
may be better if they get 17s. 6d, to £1 until they came on to their piece-work and then it would be a 
different thing. Of course, I suppose that would be in the case of those that had no friends or anything 
like that.
1199. Piece-work is a very good check upon a man ? Tes ; only it is like everything else; you can make a
drawback to everything if you like. A little more than the 15s., I think, would be better for them. If 
a person has to pay 14s. for his board, or even 12s. 6d., there is not much left for any other little necessity 
of life that he may require. .
1200. President.] Do you contribute to the sick fund ? Yes ; and I have had the benefit of it two or three 
times.
1201. Mr. Powell.] The committee double the subscription ? - Yes ; I give Is. a month and they double 
it. If it is 4'0s. a month they give £2, of course.
1202. Does that fund meet the calls upon it ? Oh, yes. I think there is £130 to the good now. Of 
course, I think that, as a whole, we have been a pretty healthy lot, and there has not been much strain on 
it as you can judge.
1203. I suppose the doctors do not charge anything ? No, they do not charge anything, but of course I 
can get advice outside of the doctors here. Dr. Crago is very good, but Dr. Chisholm—I had a poisoned 
leg one time, and wanted to see him, and he said he would see me when he came out that road, and of 
course, my leg might have mortified if I had waited. He may have had so much to do that in the hurry 
and scurry of business life he could not come; but Dr. Crago is very good.
1204. President?] You quite approve of the fund ? Yes ; I think the fund is fair enough, but of course 
the way it is now we get the 15s. a week and the medicine; Hemmell, at the top of Liverpool and Oxford 
Streets is the one we go to. Of course, some think that a £1 a week and get your own medicine would 
be better, and perhaps in the cases of persons living at Woollahra it would not be desirable for them to 
to have come in to Hemmell.
1205. Mr. Powell.] They might like to prescribe for themselves ? Yes; of course these things cannot be
helped. I should like you to give the mat-work your consideration. Of course I would like the lettered 
mats every day in the week. .
1206. They pay best? Yes.
1207*. Do not the bordered mats mean more ? You get paid so much for the border, but for the lettered 
mats you get 4d. per letter, and if there are seven letters it means 2s. 4d. extra independently of the 
payment for the weight of the mat.
1208. Does it knock your hands about ? Sometimes it may give you a cut, or a strand may break and the
wire give you a nick, but even sighted men at their work are liable to that. I think really that the idea 
of the minimum wage for the beginner would be good for him. .
1209. He should be assisted up to the time when he can do piece-work and then he must live by his own 
hand? Yes, I hope you will not forget us in the mats.
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J. Spiers.

I get 14s. a week. 2 Apri!^i898.

John Spiers sworn and examined:—
1210. President.] How long have you been here ? Three months.
1211. "What have you to say ? The sum I receive will not enable me to keep myself ?
1212. You are a learner? Yes. I have got 13s. of that to pay for my board.
1213. What work are you engaged in ? 1 am weaving.
1214. I presume that your work, of course as a learner, is not worth much to the institution ? I cannot 
say exactly. I am getting on well with my work ; I think I can very near make my wages.
1215. How long have you been blind? It will be five years when July comes.
1216. What had you been engaged in before you came to the institution ? I started in business and got a 
bit “ cronk” and lost all I had. Of course I was a coal-miner.
1217. Was that the cause of your blindness? Yes, at Newcastle.
1218. We shall consider as far as our duties lead us the whole question of the wages of the workers, and, of 
course, your representation will be considered. I do not know how far our duties will lead us in that way? 
It is like this : a fellow living down here, a stranger, wants a little to keep him in clothes and boots, and 
he cannot do it on that. Of course it is only a matter of time when I shall be forced to leave if I cannot 
get anything better. I will be driven away from it, and will have to try something else. There is not 
enough means of support. A man always needs some little thing in the way of clothes and boots. I am 
willing to work hard enough.
1219. Mr. Powell?] How long have you been on the 14s. pay? Three months since I came.
1220. How long will you have to remain on that pay ? Well, I am supposed to be on it three years, and 
I may go on it for five years ; it just depends upon how you go on with your work.
1221. Do you think you could get on with 15s. a week? I do not see how I could keep myself in clothes 
and boots on that.
1222. T if teen shillings a week would not be sufficient ? No ; you need a little for the necessaries of life.
1223. Could you earn better wages at piece-work ? I do not suppose I could. You have some very 
bad luck at times with your work. Anything under £1 a week is no good for a man to keep himself 
respectable on here in a town like this.
1224. President.] We will discuss the whole question of the wages, and consider that ? As far as the 
place is concerned it is right enough.
1225. You have no complaint against your treatment in any way ? I have been well treated since I came, 
and treated with civility. I like the place well enough..
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Mr. Hedger, Manager of the Institution, was recalled and examined:—
H. J. Hedger. 2226. President.'] This is your overtime return ? Tes.
9 'T^r^Taoa 1227. 1 understand that your idea is that a man shall not receive less than 15s. a week, nor a woman less 

P 1 ’ • than 12s. 6d. ? When they are learners.
1228. What becomes of them afterwards ? They go on piece-work then.
1229. And if they only earn 8s., that is all they get ? Tes.
1230. Ton say that while they are learners a man does not receive less than 15s., nor a woman less than 
12s. 6d.;—now, how long does the period of learning last ? Five years with basket-makers.
1231. Let us take a man first; he commences (say) on the 1st January, 1898 ? Tes.
1232. What does he get ? He serves three months’ probation.
1233. What does he get for that three months ? If he has friends he gets nothing, and if he has no 
friends he gets 14s. a week.
1234. After the three months ? Ten shillings a week, and if they are destitute they get another 4s., or 
in some cases 5s., from the Government asylums; that makes it up to 14s. or 15s. a week.
1235. And if they are not destitute you rely upon their friends making up the difference? Tes, of 
course ; they are living in their own homes.
1236. If they are destitute, do you make application to the Government for the subsidy? No. In 
every case when a man has come here he has been sent here by the Charities Officer. In no cases have 
we had any application from a worker to the committee for extra remuneration.
1237. The first three months they get nothing unless they are destitute, and then they get 14s. or 15s.; 
and after the three months they get 10s. from you, which is partly the value of their work and partly 
made up by subsidy, and if they are destitute they get a grant from the Chief Secretary, which makes it 
up ? Tes. If they come through the Chief Secretary’s Office they get a grant of 5s. or 4s. a week.
1238. Do they make any declaration of destitution ? I do not think so.
1239. Suppose two people come here on the 1st January and one is destitute, but you have reason to 
believe that the other is not destitute, how do you know ? The application form gives us all the information. 
{Application form produced.') All this information has to be supplied to the committee and signed in 
the presence of a witness. In some cases, they say they have no friends and then the first Christmas they 
are here we find out they want a fortnight’s or six weeks’ holiday, and we find all of a sudden that they 
have friends.
1240. Ton take all the information you can get from the applicants and this shows those who are destitute
and those who confess that they have some means ? But in any case we have never had anybody who was 
willing to admit having means. ’
1241. Does the committee make any inquiry to test it? Well, in one ortwm cases we have police reports.
1242. Tou take it that those who do not claim the extra 5s. from the Chief Secretary’s Office have means ? 
Tes.
1243. After that ? The second twelve months we take them off the hands of the Government altogether, 
and they get 15s. and those wrho have friends get 12s. 6d.
1244. And the third year ? They get the same, 15s., and then the fourth year the basket-makers get put 
on piece-work and get 5s. bonus on top of what they earn.
1245. So that in order to still get the 15s. they would have to earn 10s. and get the 5s. bonus as well ? 
Tes, but if they earn the 15s. they get a £1 and if they earn a £1 they get 25s. It is an incentive to 
them to push out. The fifth year they get what they earn and 2s. 6d. bonus, and after that they get what 
they earn and 20 per cent, bonus. I think if our wages were taken and compared with those of sighted 
persons outside, it would be found that we are paying fully 20 per cent, more all round.
1246. Do you not think that the piece-workers appear to be more favoured than the others ? It might be so 

, considered. The Committee are considering the advisability of making the weekly allowance for the third
year more than for the second year, but the difficulty really is in finding out what these people reallv have.

■ ’ Taking this six months’ earnings it would appear to me that some of the men do fairly well for the three
years tuition, but on the other hand you might get a person wrho has been here for three or four years who 
might not get that much.
1247. Here is a man that has been here twelve years ? {Indicating on list.) That is a man that would 
never earn any more. He earns 9s. 6d. and we have to supplement his earnings with 5s. 6d. Then there 
is another man who has been telling the woman where he lives that he only gets 10s. and she has had to 
keep him and do for him for that, whereas he gets 15s. from us.
1248. Here is another man who has been fourteen years in the institution and he is only getting 14s. a 
week ;—how is it that a man on piecework is only getting 14s. a week after being here for 14 years ? 
That is what he earns. Some weeks he earns 20s. and the next week he drops down to 13s. It all 
depends to a certain extent with the piece-workers on their exertions. One week he will earn a guinea 
and the next'week he will only earn 12s. 6d. He is chair-caning. I am not quite sure but I think this 
man has means and where a man has means he won’t exert himself so well as the others who have not 
means.
1249. Here is a man evidently experienced earning 14s. a week ; it seems a poor wage? I think if inquiry 
were made it would be found that he has means.
1250. Mr. Powell.] I have got him down here as “ small means ” ? If a man will not strike out and work 
we cannot make him work.
1251. President.] Having small means, I suppose he looks upon this as pocket-money ? He keeps him
self very clean and well-dressed.
1252. Coming to another man getting 12s. 9d. a week :—he has been six years in the institution ? That 
man was a chair-caner the same as the other. He was doing fairly well, and then he asked to be put on 
brush-making, and we made it a point to put him on it, and he was not very particular as to what he 
earned. He has got a horse and cart in the corporation and a house of his own, and his father is a 
large squatter, and we know very well he does not want any more.
1253. Now, * * # ; he receives 15s., 10s. from you, and 5s. subsidy ? The same applies to him as
to # # # . He has been here ten or eleven years. We were paying him £1 a week for years, and his 
average wages were only 4s. 6d. The committee told him that if he could not do better than that after 
eight or nine years in the institution they could not keep him on. Tou cannot possibly subsidise a man 
to that extent, giving him the difference between 4s. 6d. and £1 a week. He has not got the strength to 
worlt. His work is not saleable, 1254.
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1254. Mr. Powell.'] Is it a charitable institution or is it self-supporting ? It is charitable ; but our object H. J. Hedger,
is to get men who are really strong enough to work. This * # * works as hard for that 7s. Gd. a \
week as some men do for 25s. He tries his best. He gets 10s. and 5s. from the Government permanently. 2 Aj)rl1’1£98- 
There is no doubt about it, it is a charity to keep him here, although he does nothing, and all the brooms he
makes come to pieces. We had a Railway contract last year, and all the brooms he made had to come 
back after a day or two. There is no room for a man like him here. If he left here he would have to 
work or go to Parramatta. Mr. Maxted offered to make special arrangements and put him in Macquarie- 
street, and he said he would jump over the Heads. That accounts for the loss in years gone by. How, 
my idea is—and it is not the idea of the committee, for Mr. Sinclair said yesterday that he has not any 
hopes of making the institution self-supporting without the aid of the Government subsidy, but I have.
1255. President.] He modified that afterwards ? My idea is that before long we would be able to do
without the Government subsidy entirely. I would be very glad if we could do without it. It would do 
away with the political influence. *** knows Mr. * * * and he kicked up a row. "We
paid * * * over £400 out of this institution as wages, and he earned £70, and the'greater part of
that we had to throw away ; it was useless. He has been on chair-caning and brush-making and everything '
we could put him to, and he is not a success at anything. The institution ought not to be blamed for that.
On the other hand, there is a man who has been here for five years. On an average he earns 26s. a week 
and sometimes 35s. He came from Parramatta Asylum.
1256. Mr. Powell.] You have helped him to that by teaching him a trade P Yes ; and that man could go 
and compete with any sighted man in the trade. Mr. Ashton made a statement here that the sighted 
wages were £2 a week, but at the prices paid outside now there is no sighted person can get more than 
30s. per week ; they are selling the work so ridiculously low that we cannot compete with them. If we 
had any means of getting the prices higher—if we had a policy of protection, for instance, that would put 
a duty on the goods coming in here, I believe that the prices of the mats would go up at least 25 per cent.
1257. President.] You would then have competition;—others would start manufacturingP We do not 
mind competition. We rely on the sympathy of the public. They say if you can supply an article at the 
same price and equally good we will give you all our work. In proof of this you will see that during the 
worst period the Colony has experienced we have increased our sales.
1258. The next man is W. Northcote, who has been two years in the institution, and receives 12s. 6d.
is that the proper rate for a man who has been two years here P Yes ; 12s. 6d. He has a mother and 
brothers and sisters all grown up. He is very discontented and has caused us a lot of trouble. He will 
not work. He seems to fancy he is earning double as much as he is getting. He has made very bad ,
work since he has been here. 1 have had to complain to his mother that he comes here at 9 instead of 
8 to work. His mother comes here and says she can do nothing with him and the whole household 
cannot get him to get up. She says he is such a trouble that she wishes he was in his grave.
1259. Mr. Powell.] What induces the committee to dismiss a worker ? They give a man every possible 
chance before they do that. I think only four have been dismissed since the institution has been opened.
I think there have only been four dismissed in eighteen years. One of them is that man who sings on the 
street with his wife whom everybody knows. -
1260. President^ The next one is C. Pitman, 12s. 6d. a week;—is that the proper wage according to the ~
time he has been here? Yes ; he lives with his mother. ' '
1261. Tracy? Yes; 10s. from us and 5s. from the Government. ' .
1262. Evans, 10s. from you and 4s. from the Government? Yes.
1263. Now, with regard to the women;—we understand that every woman who supports herself is 
supposed to get 12s. 6d. ? Yes.
1264. Now you told us how the women entered ;—do they give three months’ labour for nothing ? Well, 
only in one case, Miss Henderson’s. She was living with her mother.
1265. She had to serve the probation for nothing because she had friends ? Yes ; they wanted pay but
the committee would not grant it. '
1266. Those who have no friends are allowed something during the three months ? Yes.
1267. After the three months what do they get ? 10s., I think.
1268. And these others (without friends) P 12s. 6d.' •
1269. What do they get the following year? The same, and the third year also, and the fourth year 
they go on piece-work wages.
1270. The third year 12s. 6d. ? Yes.
1271. And the fourth year piece-work? Yes; you see they run out in three years, but the basket-
makers get five years to learn in. •
1272. After they go on piece-work if they only earn 5s. or 7s. 6d. that is all they get? Well, I do not 
know. You see we are establishing a Destitute "Workers’ Eund. That has been established lately ; in 
fact, we had it for some time only the money ran out. Possibly, if these people earning such small 
amounts at piece-work applied to the committee, the amount would be made up if they were doing their 
best, and if their conduct was satisfactory.
1273. Of course, at the end of next year, when these people go on piece-work, if they only earn 8s., 9s.,
or 10s., it is self-evident that it will not be enough to keep them? Yes ; the committee know that as 
well as anybody. •
1274.. What will be the position of these women at the end of the third year, provided they do not earn 
12s. 6d., assuming that 12s. 6d. is the minimum on which a woman can support life ? We have never had 
a case where a man has come before the committee and said “ I do not get enough to live on.” The women 
have done extraordinarily well with the overtime. This return does not represent all the overtime that 
they have had. My experience since we started giving them this work at home is that it is a failure, 
because they do not think you pay them enough. If you pay .them 2s. for a chair they think you ought 
to pay them 3s., or if you give them 3s. they want 3s. 6d. One says to another, “ How much did you 
get for your chair ?” and perhaps it was a slightly larger one than the first had, and she says “ 3s.”

Oh, says the other, “ I only got 2s. 6d.,” and then there is trouble. The overtime is not given to them 
to supplement their wages, but simply when we get a rush of work. We might get a dozen chairs to-day 
that might be wanted in two or three days. I would give some to the women and some to the men, and 
they take them home and do them and are paid for it. The only time they get the overtime is when the 
work is really wanted. It causes a lot of trouble. .
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H. J. Hedger. 1275. The Committee have not as yet had to consider the question as to what is to become of these 
wo.mel1 w^en they are out of their third year? No, because we have not had the experience yet.

2 April, 1898. j judge that they will be earning 15s. or 16s. a week. That is the experience of the other institutions.
We cannot get the women to do the work they do in other institutions, the pan-work. I have written 
to the Adelaide institution, and was told that the women earned 15s. and 16s. a week at pan-work and 
they refused to come off it, but none of our women would do it. Mrs. Nairn tried it, but after a time 
she objected that the pitch made her head ache, and worried the ladies’ committee until they took her off 
it. 1 will hand in this statement of wages before they adopted the piece-work system, when every man 
used to get so much a week. They were credited then with 20 per cent, more wages than they are now. 
Tou see all those men were getting from 20s. to 25s. a week, irrespective of what they earned, and then 
the committee saw it would not run to it. The men were earning 6s. 3d. to 10s. 3d. and getting 20s.
1276. A fixed wage would not answer, but should there not be some minimum wage for the men and 
women—a minimum that they can possibly exist on ? Tes ; but no person has come here but he has had 
enough to live on. Since the institution started the committee have subscribed no less than £1,450 out 
of their own pockets, in addition to giving their valuable time, and where you get a number of business 
gentlemen who will touch their pockets to that extent, as well as give their valuable time, it shows they 
have an interest in the institution. I am sure the committee would not let anyone want.

Mr. Powell: It is perfectly clear that the sympathies of the committee are with these poor people. 
There is Judge Stephen ; he is always willing to see any of them, and Mr. Sinclair, up at the Museum, is 
always ready to see any of them.
1277. There are four men at 14s. and one woman at 10s.;—if you, as you told the President, take 15s. as 
your minimum for men, and 12s. 6d. for women, how is it that they are not receiving it? That girl has 
friends ; she is living with her mother. I mean destitute workers. As Mr. Prescott says, there are some 
people here who ought to be paying the institution, instead of the institution paying them.

[The Commission then adjourned.]
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PBIDA T, 15 APRIL, 1898.
[27ns Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board at 10T5 a.m.~\

Jlrtsent:—
GEORGE ALEXANDER WILSON, Esq., J.P. (President). 
JAMES POWELL, Esq., J.P.

Mr. H. Hedger, Manager, Sydney Industrial Blind Institution.

Thomas Mercer sworn and examined :— ■
President^ Tou were once an inmate of the Boomerang-street Blind Institution ? Tes.
Of course we do not know what evidence you are going to give, but as it will have reference to the 

15 April, 1898. institution the Commission have decided that Mr. Hedger should be here to represent the committee of 
the institution, and he is here so that he may hear what is said, and if anything is said affecting the 
management of the institution he will have an opportunity of explaining matters to the committee. The 
Commission will be prepared to hear what you have to say, and Mr. Hedger will have an opportunity of 
replying to anything that you may say, and even of examining you. Tou have a statement to make ? Tes.
1280. Tou will remember that it is useless to come here to make statements which you cannot substan
tiate ? Tes. It is expected by all thinking blind that this present Commission, actuated by common 
sympathy, will investigate and determine for their future temporal well-being. We, the blind, being 
deprived of the chief of our five senses, are still sensitive to the unnumbered necessities and pleasures 
common to the human family.

President: Before you go any further you must remember that this is not a Commission to 
investigate the condition of the blind and to find means for improving their condition. The object of the 
Commission is to investigate the management of Government and other charitable institutions.

Witness .- Knowing what we might be, and feeling ourselves bound by the stubborn cords of 
affliction, what think you must be the feelings of our inmost souls. Once more, we are not, as a rule, a 
miserable people, but our happiness or necessity depends largely on the gift of humanity developed in our 
seeing brethren. In undertaking to vouchsafe evidence to this Commission concerning the Sydney 
Industrial Blind Institution I deemed it best to relate my personal dealings and experiences with that 
place. It was in July or August, 1882, when I first was admitted a boy of 17 as a worker into the 
Sydney Industrial Blind Institution. In all, we, the workers, were under ten in number. The industries 
then pursued by us were basket-making and mattress-making: The staff of officials consisted of 
Mr. Pearson, manager and teacher of mattress-making, who, with his wife and family, resided in the 
building; and Mr. H. Hedger, the instructor in basket-making, whose residence was not in the institution. 
Mr. Pearson, the manager, was naturally of a kind and sympathetic temperament, being most amiable and 
agreeable to the men, and at the outset of his career commanded their undivided respect. On my advent 
to the place there was undoubted amity between the men and the manager. Eor some days after my 
admission I was allowed to remain in the building in perpetual idleness. Why this was so is only known 
to the secret heart of Mr. Hedger, who was the basket instructor. It was certainly not that his time was 
so fully occupied that he could not give me the attention due to me. He had many long bouts of leisure, 
in which intervals he might easily have imparted to me instruction without delay. Being always 
present with the workers in the basket-room, it was my miserable resource there to stand on my feet on 
the floor, or to sit down when I grew weary of standing, and I would often, very naturally, when tired of 
sitting and standing in turns, and of the idle talk of the workers, fall asleep upon the floor, out of which 
I should be speedily aroused by the stirring voice of Mr. Hedger. He was all alive to his duty in that 
direction, although I was not sleeping over my work. I repeat that this state of things lasted for some 
days, till at last, growing weary of my idleness; I, one day, in the hearing of a fellow-inmate, confided 
my opinion that I was dealt with most unfairly, and that Mr, Hedger was guilty of a breach of duty;

This
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This confidante laid my views before Mr. Pearson, the manager. Then I was rapidly arraigned and con- T- Mercer, 
fronted with it, and being an inexperienced boy, I was powerless to defend myself, and was designated 
a grumbler, and—as is generally the case—the stronger came to the front. After this, my tuition in Pn > •
basket-making began, but it was very indifferent and intermittent. I continued at that , time to be a 
workman in the Sydney Industrial Blind Institution for two years and nine months, but in. May, 1885, I 
was one of those who left the building on strike and refused to go back on the terms required. . Of the 
period of two years and nine months spent by me in the Sydney Industrial Blind Institution fully onc- 
third was wasted upon me, the reason being that I’ was made an errand boy of by the manager and teacher. •
Por this work I was naturally unfit owing to my affliction, and it is no small wonder that often after 
being sent out to the suburbs to deliver small orders I returned, not being able to find the places of those 
who ordered the goods. This imposition practised upon me, I am persuaded, was known to the committee, 
and I may add that on several occasions my life was endangered.
1281. Have you to read all this that is before you ? Tes.
1282. President.~] We want to know what you have to say about the present management of the
institution;—we cannot listen to an account of your doings years ago? I come right down to the 
institution ; I give all my personal experiences from beginning to end. .
1283. We do not want your personal experiences—we w'ant what you have to say about the institution, 
and in a few words ? I was informed that in giving evidence before this Commission that I must put 
what I had to say in writing, and I understood that the Commission was here to investigate the conduct 
of the institution, past and present.
1281. Hot the conduct of the institution years ago. The institution is now under different management.
Mr. Hedger is now manager, not instructor, and the management may be entirely different. Even 
granting that the management was bad formerly, it may be good now ? Mr. Hedger was in the Insti
tution then, and he is there now. He was not there in the capacity of manager then, but he is at the 
present time, and his influence has gone right through the institution, affecting it materially.

President: Mr. Powell suggests that instead of reading this paper you could have it transcribed 
and hand it in, and you could supplement it by any statement of facts. However, you can go on for a 
little until we see what it leads up to. • ’

Witness : Having already made mention of the strike that took place in the Sydney Industrial 
Blind Institution in 1885, I deem it necessary to give an account of its actual cause. I have already 
touched upon the amity that existed between the men and the manager ; but I regret to state that the 
feeling between the men and the basket teacher was vastly different. The" first man who left the insti
tution was one named Hughes, whose resignation was due to an unfriendly dispute between himself and 
the basket instructor. Hughes, prior to his admission to the institution, earned his living as a street 
musician, and although he would have gladly remained in the institution at a small wage, he preferred 
his former peaceable occupation.

President: Take that as a sample. Here is a man named Hughes, who had some words with the 
manager, and he left the institution. "What has that to do with the business of this Commission ? As 
far as we know, he may have been properly expelled. Mr. Hedger may have been perfectly correct all 
through this matter. The Commission are not going to waste time listening to things of that kind. You 
have not attempted to show that Mr. Hedger wa.s wrong.

Witness: I cannot attempt that; that is a matter between him and Hughes.
President: Then why should we listen to a narrative of that kind. We insist that you confine 

yourself to what is absolutely within your own knowledge.
Witness : Is the strike which has been referred to too far back ?
President: We are not concerned with it at all. Deal with any substantial grievance. If you are 

wronged, or if you consider that the present workers are wronged, if it is within your knowledge that they 
are badly treated, we are prepared to hear you, but we are not prepared to go into ancient history.

Witness : I will briefly state that when the strike took place I refused to go back simply because 
the conditions on which we could go back were these—that every striker had to sign a paper to the effect 
that all the complaints lodged against the committee for neglect, and against the manager for bad 
treatment and neglect, and against Mr. Hedger of inciting the strike, were utterly false. I refused to 
sign it. That was in May, 1885. In 1894 I applied to the committee in March, and I was informed that 
in order to get into the institution I must go in as a married man for three months for nothing ; for the 
next twelve months, receive 10s. a week ; for another twulve months, 12s. 6d. a week, and for the third 
twelve months, 15s. a week. I could not find out how I was to live for three months without any wages.
That is in opposition to the idea that the institution is for those blind people who have no friends to 
support them. ,
1285. Of course you cannot blame Mr. Hedger. If it is a matter of regulation the committee are 
responsible ? I got into the institution by appealing to the Government who granted me, for six months, 
a sum of 16s. a week to tide me over the probation period, The Government subscribe largely to the 
institution, and it seems to be an injustice as the funds of the institution are supplemented by the 
people, and a great deal of goods are disposed of there. Eor some time after I went into the institution 
I was not there in the capacity of a learner, although I was there under the learners’ regulations. I was 
taught to make halters when quite a boy, and in the institution I was put to halter-making, and I earned 
the money that was allowed to me. Where did that money go* to ? If it went to the institution, the 
institution was making a large profit out of me every week. At the end of that six months I was put to 
learning chair-caning—a most difficult kind of work for a blind person, very fine tedious work ; and this 
was after I had worked for so many weeks earning from 16s. to 17s. a week.
1286. Do you state that you actually earned 16s. a week ? I do. After I went into the institution I was 
put to halter-making. I was at halter-making during the greater part of that six months, and occasionally 
on netting, and at a later period I was put to caning chairs, and I could not earn my salt at it. Very few 
can. To earn anything at it they have to be very expert, to have extremely fine touch, and a very steady 
brain.
1287. Blind people do cane chairs ? Tes, they cane chairs; and it is one of the worst paying games they 
can be put to. However, I was suffering—and the institution has a certificate to that effect—from a double 
complaint owing to my sedentary employment. The complaint brought on stricture and fissure of the 
bowel, which affected me very materially, and it kept me from work occasionally for a couple of days. ‘

One
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T. Mercer. One Thursday or Friday afternoon, at the time of taking the account of the work done for the week, I 
,: , , ~sai<i to Mr. Hedger, *■ I feel this complaint a nuisance ; I amnot getting better, and the doctor says I ought

Prl > ■ to go into the hospital and submit to an operation, and I think I had better leave.” He told me I could
please myself. I said I would not go on Friday. I went for my wages on Saturday at noon, and 
Mr. Hedger then wanted me to have a resignation written. I told him I had not been able to get one 
written. It is not always convenient to get people to write for you. I wished to go before the committee 
and appeal to them for leave of absence for two or three months, so that in the meantime I might regain 
my former health. However, I -was very briefly heard* by the committee. "What was said before that 
concerning me I do not know. I was led by the committee to believe that they had nothing against me, 
and they said that the complaint I was suffering from must be very annoying, and that they thought it 
would be better for me not to be a worker in the institution. I know there was a little thing against 
me. It was in connection with the nuisance caused by the trough in which the basket material is soaked. 
The cane is soaked for a while and it gives the water a bad smell. At this time I was informed by a boy 
employed there that the trough had not been emptied for three weeks. The nuisance was tremendous ; it 
prevented me from eating my food.

President: This is personal history which we are not concerned with.
Witness : I am stating that this was against me, because I went to the inspector about it.

1288. We do not want to know what is against you, but what is pertinent to the inquiry into the institu
tion ? I left the institution, but I want to specify how I got there. The Government supported me ; I 
was costing the institution nothing ; I was earning money ; where did that money go to ?
1289. What is the next thing;—we do not want to know your personal history, we want to know what 
you have to say that is really of importance in regard to the institution ? I mention these things, 
because I may be questioned on them by Mr. Hedger.
1290. What is the next thing in regard to the management of the institution? I sell brushes, brooms, 
baskets, &c. I go about soliciting orders, and take brushes with me. I ordered a couple of brushes two 
months ago from the brushmaker, and I complimented him on the workmanship, and he said, “ Tes, these 
are good ones ; I made some for the Industrial Blind Institution, for them to exhibit at the Show.” I 
understand that the work exhibited at the Agricultural Show is represented to have been made by the 
blind.
1291. What is the name of their brushmaker ? His name is McMahon.
1292. What is his address ? Smith-street, off Beservoir-street. I have been informed by two inmates of 
the institution that independent of the seeing instructor, who must be always there, the brush inspector, 
outside Mr. McMahon and his son, has been employed even for three weeks at a stretch in the institution, 
and one of the inmates has informed me that as McMahon finished an article ho would let her feel it, and 
ask what she thought of those beautiful crown brooms.
1293. Is this within your own knowledge ? I have been informed by workers.
1294. Who are the workers ? Mrs. Nairne and George Evans.
1295. What is the next thing ? I am pretty well acquainted with all the blind who have passed through 
that institution. . There may be three or four whom I have not met, but to my knowledge about forty-five 
have left the institution since its origin, and not one of them is holding his own by what he learnt in the 
institution. I say that is a proof that the institution is of no permanent benefit to the blind. They have 
a bylaw that those who go in to learn a trade must stay five years, but that is an outside term. Such 
simple handicrafts as mat and halter making and netting can be learnt in less than five years.
1296. Would you be surprised to hear that Mr. Hedger admits that it is extremely difficult for blind 
persons to make a living outside the institution ? I am not surprised at all; that is one of the things 
which I wish to mention to the Commission.
1297. As^ I understand it, Mr. Hedger, the Commissioners and yourself are as one with this witness as 
regards the difficulty of blind persons earning a living outside the institution.

3fr. TIedger: Tes, except as I have stated, under exceptional circumstances.
President: Tou are at one with the witness upon that point ?
-Mr. Hedger : Tes, but not to his statement that not one is earning a living outside the institution. 
President: What is the next thing ?
Witness : I wish to imply that the institution is a failure as far as any permanent benefit to 

outsiders is concerned. I have tried to get orders for halters at twro of the warehouses in town. Walkers’ 
is one, but I forget the name of the other. They told me that they would gladly give orders to me and 

- other blind people who had called, hut that the institution carts the work into the country, having all the 
advantage of Government subsidies _ and public subscriptions; that they conveyed the work into the 
country at town prices, therefore taking the legitimate trade out of the hands of the warehouses. "We 
are out of the institution, and wre are supposed to earn our own living. If we beg in the streets we are 
treated with contumely, and we like to earn our living without begging, but the legitimate trade of those 
outside the institution is destroyed.
1298. The warehouses do not carry on the only legitimate trade. It is perfectly legitimate for anyone to

111 lawful business, and to compete with the warehouses ? The point is, that when we leave the 
institution we do not apply to the institution for work—we applv to the warehouses. The institution 
stands m the light of outsiders—it is an obstacle. '
1299. It stands to reason that if an institution is a manufacturing institution, and blind people outside 
are manufacturing the same goods, that they must be competitors to some extent ? Tes ; but then we 
are expected to earn our own living. The institution is really our great obstacle. It competes against 
the blind outside whom they profess to have fortified with the means of obtaining a livelihood so as to 
keep them off the streets. The institution being an obstacle in this way to blind individuals, .there must 
be something wrong.
1800- is the next thing you want to say ? I suppose the Commission is open to receive a suggestion ?

n v jSi • 1^S a Prac^ca^ 0116 ^ * should have said that I have learnt from Mr. Hedger that two men
who had their sight can turn out as much basket-work in a day as seven blind men can turn out. That 
will show at what a disadvantage the blind are. I have been informed by a brushmaker that brushmaking 
is too vast a trade for any blind person to earn anything at it outside of the institution. I believe that a 
great part of the work of brushmaking must be done by people who can see. I am informed that no 
blind person can do certain parts of brushmaking. ‘
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1802. What is your suggestion ? That it is impossible for blind people to earn their living outside the T. Mercer, 
institution ; that the blind should be supported by the State ; that begging should be stopped ; that a sum —"~\
should be granted to the needy blind to live upon, or they should be furnished with a home and food, so 15April, 1898. 
that they could, by their labour, provide themselves with clothes and other things. I cannot see how 
blind people are to get along successfully under any other circumstances.
1303. I must remind you that this is not a Commission to inquire into the condition of the blind; it is to 
investigate the management of the institutions ? At present I can think of nothing more to say, but 
•should anything occur to me, if I am not allowed the privilege of appearing again before the Commission,
I may be allowed to send it along in writing.

_/U>. Hedger : I knew pretty well what Mr. Mercer was going to bring forward here to-day before 
;he came, and I have a few questions to ask him, showing, in the first place, that he is not a reliable man to 
take notice of, because he has been admitted to the institution three times at his own request.

President: I do not think it is advisable to recriminate. Tou should confine yourself to anything 
that has been said which is a reflection on or adverse to the management of the institution.

Mr. Hedger : In regard to the treatment that Mr. Mercer has had from the institution I will refer 
to that hereafter. His reflections on the management require a little explanation. I was going to refer 
.to Mr. Mercer’s career in other colonies, but I wall not do that, in deference to your wish, Mr. President.
Blr. Mercer stated, that after the strike, before they could return to work the men had to sign a paper to .
the effect that they would not make complaints against the committee or any of the officials again. .

Witness : So.
. President: What he said was, that they were required, before they were admitted, to withdraw 
everything that had been said. '

Witness: We had to sign a paper to the effect that all the complaints which had been made 
•against the manager and the teachers were utterly false. *

Mr. Hedger : Was not that after an investigation had been held ?
.Witness : Tes, when we sued to get back.

1304. Tou informed the Commission that Mr. McMahon told some of the workers that he made work at 
the institution for the Agricultural Show ? I stated that Mr. McMahon told me in the first instance.
■1305. And that two workers said that he had shown them work ? Tes;—George Evans and Mrs. Nairn.
1306. Do you not know that it is a fact that George Evans was not an inmate of the institution when 
McMahon was there P Evans told me.
1307. Do you know that McMahon was employed as an instructor temporarily ? He was.
1308. And he would have to do what work was required of him ? Tes.
,1309. Tou know that that would be the case ? Tes; he would have to do what work was required of 
him, but I do not understand that that work should be turned out of the institution and placed on show 
as being the wrork of the blind. I was informed, by those whose names I have mentioned, that 
Mr. McMahon and his son were at the institution independent of the regular teachers.
1310. Two at the same time ? I say they were both there—it may have been at different times.

Mr. Hedger .- Mercer has stated that out of forty-five men who have left the institution not one is 
.earning a living at present. I may mention, in the first place, that a man named Tighe who went to 
Auckland and established an institution for the blind there, and he is not only the principal of the 
institution but he does all the teaching in the institution. He had no tuition beyond what he received at 
our institution. I have a letter from him, dated the 19th November, 1897, in which he asks me to get him 
some willow and other material and tools. Then there is a man in Northern Queensland, named Eearon, 
who has been making an excellent living for some years by basket-making. We correspond with him and 
send him material. No later than two months ago a Judge of the Supreme Court of Queensland visited 
the institution and made a minute in the visitors’ book to the effect that he knew Eearon, and that he was 
pleased to state that the man is making an excellent living. Then there is a man named Brown, who left the 
institution, from whom I received a letter stating that he wras going to Wallsend to try and do for himself.
He is earning his living by chair-caning and other work. George Mackay, who was about twmlve months 
on brush-making and six months chair-caning, has gone back to his mother at Armidale, and he is going 
about the district caning chairs. Another man, Laughlin, has settled at Mount Druitt, and, as far as I 
know, is making a very fair living at mat-making. We supply him with material, and he buys material 
from Eorsyth’s. A man named Gorrick left the institution last month, and we have received from him a 
letter thanking us, and asking to be allowed to purchase material.from us for making mats, &c. The next 
matter is that of the institution competing with the blind outside.
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Thomas Mercer (examination resumed) :—
1311. Mr. Hedger.'] As regards this matter of the institution competing with the blind outside, I would Mercer
like to ask what you do for a living ? If I have any particular trade it is halter-making. _
1312. Tou do not make a living at halter-making? Certainly not; I should like to. loApril, 1898
1313. Do you know anybody that does ? Not a complete living.
1314. Do you know anybody who goes round to the different firms soliciting orders ? Tes.
1315. Tou made a statement that two firms had given some information to you, one being Walker Bros.; 
could you not think of the name of the other firm ? No ; I fancy it is a foreign name.
1316. Tou said they told you that on account of the Blind institution doing business in the country it 
prevented them from giving orders to the blind ? Tes.
1317. Would you be surprised to hear that during the last twelve months we have not had one man on 
an average employed two days a week making halters in the institution ? [Hot answered.)
1318. Would you tell the Commission how many halters a man would make in a day? An expert man 
could make one dozen.
1319. That would be two dozen a week, working two days a week on the average, eight dozen a month, 
or ninety-six dozen in a year. Suppose that the institution did sell ninety-six dozen in a year, do you think 
that that would prevent the blind from earning a living outside at halter-making ? They said the blind 
institution.
1320. I do not think that we have supplied the firm of Walker and Son with £5 worth of halters since
the Institution has been established ? They stated that they would have given the institution their 
orders, but they found out that the institution was selling the goods in the country. 1321.
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1321. You might give the Royal Commission, a little information on another thing ; you think that the 
. blind institution ought not to sell their work in competition with the blind outside ;—will you tell the

15April, 1898. Commission what we ought to do with the work when we have taught the blind? I could not say what 
should be done with the work, but I do say that the institutions are of no permanent benefit to the blind 
in general.
1322. You have referred to a man named Hughes. I have been on most friendly terms with him ever
since he left the institution. He may have transgressed the rule, but we do not bear any vindictive 
feeling on that account. I would ask you has the institution ever helped you in any way since you left 
the last time ? In what way. .
1323. In any way whatever ? Do you mean by donations. _ _
1324. Have they helped you in any way, by giving you work, supplying you with material, or lending 
you money ? You have given me work occasionally on halter-making and on netting at home. .
1325. Have you ever been supplied with rope at cost price? Tes, pretty well at cost price, I think.
1326. How long were you given to pay the account;—what were you told by me when you were supplied ? 
To pay the account when I finished the goods.
1327. How long were you given to pay it ? I do not know.
1328. Is it not a fact that 1 told you that the committee would be quite'satisfied if, when you were paid

. for the halters, you paid for the rope ? Yes.
■ 1329. Is it not a fact that we sent the rope to your house in our own cart ? Yes.

1330. Is it not a fact that we delivered the halters in our cart ? I do not remember that.
1331. If it was the case it does not look as if we were trying to compete with the blind ? You brought 
the rope to the house, but you did not deliver any private orders of mine.
1332. Have you ever been helped with money by any official in this institution within the last three or
four months ? All the money that I received from the institution was not given to me ; it was given to
my wife, and it is right that the Commission should know how it was that I received this help.

I am only asking the question to show that, instead of being antagonistic to the institution, you 
ought to have a grateful feeling, and to appreciate what has been done for you.
1333. How much money did you receive from any official in the institution towards paying off any debts 
that you owe ? I believe about £1. I did not receive any of the money myself ; it was given in instal
ments of 5s. each.
1334. You were given so much a week to pay off a debt by one of the officials ? Yes; but there are 
circumstances surrounding that which must be expatiated upon.
1335. You acknowledge that ? Yes.
1333. Do you recollect after you left the second time you applied to the committee to be taken on as a 
canvasser? I did not apply. You suggested in the first instance that I should take certain goods and 
try to sell them. ■
1337. You were getting employment, and I told you that the committee would allow you 10 per cent.

■ commission on what you sold ? No, 7i per cent.
1338. Do you remember that there was some difficulty about orders that you delivered, and you were 
given notice to discontinue canvassing, and warned that if you continued to represent yourself as con
nected with the institution you would be prosecuted ? Yes.
1339. Have you ever since, in going about, represented that you canvassed for orders for the institution ?
I have not. .
1340. Have you ever been paid by cheque for goods that you supplied from a manufacturer, representing 
that they were from the blind institution in William-street ? In one instance, I was paid by cheque, but 
I could not read the cheque.
1341. You had a boy with you ? Yes ; but he cannot read writing.
1342. Did you not offer to give the gentleman a receipt, and say that the boy would write it out ? Yes.
1343. Then how can you say that he could not read writing? He can write, but he cannot read strange 
handwriting.

Mr. Hedger': I received the following letter from Mr. Sadler:—
To Secretary, Industrial Blind Institute,— 28 December, 1897.

Sir,
On 20th instant I paid for a door-mat delivered to me on that day. Your representative promised to post me a 

receipt for the same, which he has failed to do. Will you kindly do so, and oblige. Yours truly,
HENRY SADLER,

This gentlemen has been dealing with the institution for some years. Mercer went to him and represented 
himself as a canvasser, and took an order for a mat. He charged more than would have been charged by 
the institution for the mat. The choquo was made out to the Sydney Industrial Blind Institution, and 
Mr. Sadler asked Mercer for a receipt, and Mercer said, “ I can give you one now,” but Mr. Sadler said,

. “ No ; I want an official receipt ” ; not getting one, he wrote and complained about it.
Thomas Mercer: I went into Mr. Sadler’s place and got an order for a mat. Some time before 

this I went in, and Mr. Sadler said, “ Are you a private agency, or are you connected with the Sydney 
Industrial Blind Institution ? ” I said, “ I have a private agency,” and he said, “ I will do anything that 
I can.” I gave him my address, and he bought a small article from me. The next time that I went into 
the shop, he gave me the measurements, in writing, for a door-mat. I delivered that mat to him, and he 
asked me for a receipt, but he mentioned no institution at all. It was his stupid blunder; he had my 
address at the time. As regards the cheque, I did not know whom it was made out to.
1344. Did you write a letter to Mr. Sadler after he had written to me ? Yes.
1345. Did he writei asking you for a receipt ? He did not.
1346. How did you come to write to him ? It was owing to a notification in the papers.
1347. Did you tell him that the Sydney Industrial Blind Institution could not make mats ? I told him 
that they could not make a mat equal to that which I sent to him, and that the price charged for that mat 
was only the price charged by the firm who were considered the cheapest firm in the town.
1348. Did not Mr. Sadler ask you the name of the secretary ? He asked who w'as secretary to the 
Industrial Blind Institution, and I told him that Mr. Sinclair was.
1349. Do you know Mr. Gumsden, of Bondi Junction ? I do.
1350. Do you supply him with anything now ? I do not,

88 "* 

T. Mercer.

1351.



1337

EOYAL COMMISSION ON PUBLIC CHARITIES—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE. 89

3351. Did he give you an order for three dozen flower-baskets when you were canvassing for us? I 
believe he did.
1352. Did you not take him three dozen supplied by a sighted manufacturer, and did he not refuse to
take them ? No ; he never refused to take anything from me. _
1353. Did you ever solicit orders on behalf of the institution for a man named Cooghan at Newtown 
within the last four or five months ? No.
1354. So at present you are not doing anything of the sort ? No. _
1355. And Mr. Sadler is quite wrong ? Yes, he made a mistake ; I wrote and told him so. _
1350. You wrote and told him that anyone with common sense would see that your explanation was quite 
right without referring any further ? I did not say without referring any further.
1357. You have been supplied with rope for the institution at cost price? Yes.
1358. When did you have the last supply of rope for making halters at your own home? I do not know.
1359. Is it two years ago ? It must be. ■
1360. Have you paid for it ? No. .
1361. How much is it? About £2 15s.
1362. Did I write and ask you for the money recently ? Not recently ; you may have may have done so 
six months ago.
1363. You received a note requesting you to pay;—what was your answer ? That I should be glad to
pay the debt by working it off. _ _
1364. What reply did you receive to that ? That you would give me so much work every week if it 
would be agreeable to me.

Mr. Hedger: The following is a copy of my letter to Mr. Mercer on the subject

T. Mercer. 

15April398.

Mr. T. Mercer, 4, Keadall-street, S.H.,—
Sir, 6th January, 1898.

Yours of the 4th instant to hand. Referring to your offer to work off the amount you owe this institution, viz., 
£2 15s. Sd., if the institution supplies you with materials, I have to state that the committee are willing to accede to your 
request, and I will send you every week enough material to make one dozen halters, which will amount to 3s. 9d. per week 
off your account.

If this meets with your views you can let me know and I will send you the rope.-
Yours, &c.,

H. HEDQ-ER,
Manager.

We offered to let him make one dozen halters a week. It would not have hurt him to work the debt off in 
that manner, but he would not do it.
1365. In December last, did you stand up in the Domain one Sunday and make some remarks about the
blind institution ? Yes. _ _ _
1366. That was at the time when you were receiving 5s. a week from the Industrial Blind Institution to 
help you to pay off a debt ? I do not know where the money came from; I believe it came from you—not 
from the institution.
1367. Mr. Hedger.'] You came down and got it every week, and when I went away for three weeks I left 
15s. there for you, and at the same time you stood up in the Domain and asked the public to believe that 
that institution and the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind Institution were not doing their duty to the blind, 
and you appealed to the people to take the matter up ? I did, but the Commission having heard Mr. 
Hedger on the subject, I should like now to make my statement. In November last, I asked a young man 
if he would come and board with me to help us to get along. He acceded to my request, and had made 
all preparations to come, and had gone to expense to provide for himself. When he told Mr. Hedger 
where he was going, Mr. Hedger raved and said, “ No, I will not allow anybody from my institution to go 
and board with him.” It was a matter of speculation on the part of my wife, and she went to Mr. Sinclair, 
told him about it, and said she would appeal to other gentlemen on the point. Mr. Sinclair said he would 
confer with Mr. Hedger, and she was to wait. Some twenty minutes after Mr. Hedger came and 
mentioned the matter to her and said he was sorry she had gone to any expense, and that he would give 
so much a week to pay the money off so as to prevent the man from coming to lodge with us. It was 
mere spite. He paid the money for four weeks, and then discontinued it.
1368. About refusing to let a man go to your place to live, is it a fact that Mrs. Nairn wanted to go and 
board there ? She said she v'ould like to do so.
1369. She was thinking about going to live at your place ? We did not want any females.

Frederick Adolphus Crowther sworn and examined :— •
1370. President.] You were at one time an inmate of the AVoolloomooloo blind institution? Yes.
1371. I may tell you that you must confine your attention to the management of the institution ;—what is
it that you want to say ? My complaint is that I cannot get into the institution to work. ^ -i icqa
1372. You have applied and been refused? Yes. There are men from other colonies employed there,la Apn > '
but I, a Sydney man, cannot get into my own institution. .
1373. Is there anything else ? I was expelled from the institution.
1374. What were you expelled for? Because I went into Court'against the Hallway Commissioners to
get damages for injury done to my arm. ‘

E. A. 
Crowther.

Mr. Hedger further examined :—
1375. President.] Crowther says he was expelled from the institution;—can you say why he was expelled ? H. J. Hedger.
He was never expelled. ’ a—
1376. He was never formally expelled ? He was not expelled at all. 15 April, 1898.
1377. What were the circumstances under which he left ? He fell, out of a tram and hurt his shoulder,
and was away from work for some months. After that he entered an action against the Railway Com
missioners for £1,000 damages, with the result that certain matters were brought out during the trial with 
regard to his position which made the.committee think that they would not be> justified in admitting him 
to the institution again. 1378.

' - *15—N '
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What matters came out? In the first place, it was said that £1,000 had been left to his wife.
Mr. Crowther : No ; I deny it, and you know' it is false.
Mr. Hedger: I am only stating what came out to show why the committee refused to again admit 

Mr. Crowther.
1379. President^ Tou say that certain circumstances came out showing that Crowther was in such 
circumstances that the committee thought that he ought not to be an inmate of the institution? Tes. 
The committee told Crowther that they would be glad to give him any work that he could do at home; 
that if we were very busy at any time wre would help him in that way. We have supplied him with rope 
at different times at his own request at cost price, and we have given him work to do at home. He will 
acknowledge that I have helped him.

Mr. Crowther .- In what way ?
Mr. Hedger : By giving you work.
Mr. Crowther : How much did you give me ?
Mr. Hedger : I say we have given you work. ,

90

H. J. Hedger. 1378. 

15 April, 1898.

. T. A. Crowther’s examination continued :—
1380. President^] I understand that after you left the hospital you were not afterwards readmitted to the 
institution ? No.

15A ril 1898 That is what you call being expelled ? Tes. •
‘ ’ " 1382. Tou were going to say something ? Tes. When I came out of the hospital, after having been

nine months under doctors, I got permission from the doctor to go to work if I could get light work. 
The manager of the blind institution said that I should have to make application like a stranger for 
readmission. I did so ; then they told me that I could not be admitted.
1383. Mr. Powell^\ Are .you in indigent circumstances now ? Tes ; all that I have to live on is a horse 
and cart that I work under the Council. That is all that I had at that time, barring one that I was 
renting. I am getting three guineas a week for the cart, and out of that I have to pay a man and to feed 
him and to feed the horses. Tou can see from that how much I have to live on.
1384. President^] Are you a married man ? Tes.
1385. Has your wife any means ? No, none at all. All she got was £340 on the death of her father. 
We thought of buying a house and paying £200 down, the rest to be paid off as we could raise the money. 
£10 went in legal expenses, and we never got more than £190 paid on the house, the debt on which 
stands just the same as when we bought it; the other £140 was spent in general household expenses.
1386. Tou say on your oath that that is all that your wife is possessed of, and that all that comes to you 
is the balance from the Corporation cart ? Tes ; I say that on my oath.

F. A.
Crowther.

THURSDAY, 2 JUNE, 1898.
\_The Commission met at the Offices of the Public Service Board, at 10 o'clock a.m.]

gresrnt:—
G-EORGE ALEXANDER WILSON, Esq.. J.P. (President). 
JOSEPH BARLING, Esq., J.P.
JAMES POWELL, Esq, J.P.

Mr. James Powell sworn and examined :—
J. Powell, 
Esq, J.P.

2 June, 1898.

1387. President.'] Will you inform us of the result of your visit to the Deaf and Dumb Institution at 
AVaratah ? I visited the Institution at the request of the Commission, and I now hand in a report, which 
I furnished to the secretary upon my return. The report is as follows : —

Waratah Deaf and Dumb Institution.

On the 29th April I visited the Deaf and Dumb Institution, situated at Waratah, about 4 miles from Newcastle. 
The teaching of the deaf and dumb in the Northern District was commenced at Newcastle in the year 1875 by Dominican 
Nuns, who were chosen for the work by reason of the special training which some members of their community had under
gone in the famous institution for deaf mutes conducted at Cabragh, near Dublin. The increasing number of pupils, and the 
necessity for increased accommodation, demanded the foundation of a separate establishment, and in 1885 the Dominican 
Nuns secured a site of a most desirable kind at Waratah, upon which the present building was erected and completed in 
the year 1888, at a cost of nearly £12,000, about half of which sum remains a debt upon mortgage with interest amounting 
to £300 per annum. The site is undeniably good, well drained, and healthy, with 4 acres of ground for garden, play
ground, and other purposes. The building is an imposing feature in the locality in which it stands, with a good entrance 
and reception rooms, right and left, class-rooms in the wings and dormitories above, with all usual domestic offices and 
sanitary arrangements. At the time of my visit there were thirty beds, twenty-six of which were allotted to that number 
of pupils, and other pupils were expected. Day pupils, deaf and dumb, are also taken. The institution with its present 
appliances could take a much larger number of children. Children of any religious denomination are received, and attend
ance upon the usual religious services is not insisted upon if the parents object. The teaching staff consists of the Superior, 
with an assistant, a lady of the same religious order, who is deaf, and two pupil-teachers, both deaf and dumb, trained at 
the institution. The oral method of teaching is followed, but the combined method of oral, sign, and manual is considered 
best under existing circumstances. A few of the children are paid for—one £25, two or three from £5 to £8 per annum— 
and some of the parents send a little money for clothing. Several thoughtful friends of the institution send old clothing, 
which the Superior with her assistants remake up for the more needy little ones. The institution receives no support 
whatever from the Government, although many of the children’s parents are in such necessitous circumstances that they 
cannot contribute anything, and the children would really become State children, and would be paid for as such by the 
Government if they were sent to the Deaf and Dumb and Blind Institution at Newtown. The institution is conducted 
with the greatest economy, its main support depending upon voluntary contributions and the efforts of many sympathising 
friends. The children, several of whom entered the institution in an enfeebled condition, look well, and appear to be well 
nourished, cheerful, and contented. The building, which is capable of housing many more children, was built when labour 
and materials were much dearer than they are at present; the heavy interest is a dead weight upon the institution, which 
is doing good work in an unostentatious but effective manner. I may add that the fullest information about the institution 
was given by the Superior, by whom I was informed that the accounts are audited at regular intervals. 1 think I may say 
that the total annual subscriptions do not reach £300. '

1388.



1339

1388. Mr. Barling.~\ You say the total amount of annual subscriptions does not reach £300 ;—how does J- Powell,
the institution manage, as the annual cost must be much larger than that ? The friends of the institution J-P-
help it to a great extent in various ways, by means of entertainments, balls, &c.; but the Superior told me „ < A JT' 
she found very great difficulty in getting sufficient money. The chief trouble is in regard to the interest une’ ‘ 
they are called upon to pay.
1389. The £300 received in subscriptions is, then, really absorbed in paying the interest, and the 
institution is carried on by the assistance of friends ? Yes.
1390. I suppose the working expenses, so far as the sisters are concerned, have been practically nothing ?
Yes; the whole of the business is carried on voluntarily by those ladies.
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APPENDIX.

Appendix No. 1.
The Superintendent of the N.S.W. Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and Blind to The Secretary of

the Royal Commission. '
N. S. W. Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and Blind, Sydney, 26 May, 1898.

The Secretary of The Royal Commission.
Sir,

_ In reply to your inquiry to hand, permit me to say that a bright and capable pupil should be fit to leave school 
after having had seven years tuition—indeed their help is often wanted at home much sooner; consequently not a few of them 
leave us after from three to five years schooling; but one or two or even three extra years would be an advantage to any deaf 
pupil, even to the brightest, since they are handicapped very seriously, not only while in school, but also in after life. And 
it is only a good education, touching the moral qualities, if possible, as well as the mental powers, which can really lift up 
these “ children of silence ” and fit them for all that awaits them in the future.

Indeed, in the ease of these deaf young people, their education should tend both to awaken intelligence and inspire 
feelings of confidence ; it should, if possible, create a certain quiet strength to resolve and to act, instead of that distrust in 
themselves and in their own powers so enervating in its effects and likely to mar progress.

All this can perhaps be best done with youths who have grown up fairly well and reached that stage when thoughts 
about life, its work and responsibilities, begin to dawn upon them. '

And I need hardly observe that the mind of. a deaf child, having lain dormant for so many years, unstirred by the 
helpful chit-chat of its mother and others, is singularly immature and undeveloped as compared with his hearing brothers and 
sisters. For these reasons, one is glad to find that both in K-nglnnd and in America especially, eight and even ten years are fre
quently devoted now to the education of these young people, thus fitting them for positions more in keeping with their own 
tastes and social standing. With much respect, 1 have, &c.,

S. WATSON.

Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1S98.
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The President, State Children Relief Board, to The Chief
Secretary.

Sir,

Charitable Institutions of New South Wales,
State Children Relief Board,

Richmond-terrace, Sydney, 5 April, 1898.

In accordance with the provisions of Act 44 Yic. No. 24, 
I have the honor to submit, for the information of the Honorable 
the Chief Secretary, my Report upon the operations of the State 
Children Relief Board 'for the official year which ended on the 
5th April, 1898.

In my published reports of previous years I have so often 
referred to the success that has attended the administration of the State 
Children Relief Act, from an economical standpoint, and more 
especially in regard to the benefits secured to more than 11,000 children 
who have passed under the Board’s control, that it is not necessary now, 
when reviewing the results of the eighteenth year’s operations, to 
further enlarge upon the merits of a policy that the Legislature of this 
and other colonies, the Imperial Parliament itself and the Governments 
of other civilised countries have recognised as the best method of 
dealing with dependent children of the State.

The most serious difficulty that the State Children Relief Board 
has now to contend with is the absence of legislation enabling the 
President to recommend, and empowering the Chief Secretary to 
sanction, the transfer of incorrigible State children for corrective 
treatment in Industrial and Reformatory Schools, when, in the interests 
of the children themselves, such a course becomes a matter of urgent 
necessity. The absence of this provision in the Social Reform Acts 
of this Colony was not so seriously felt by my Board when the 
numbers under control were less, but now that the aggregate has 
reached 3,700 children, legislation is urgently required to -remedy this 
omission. That this is so must he obvious when it is recognised that 
the Board’s officials receive direct from the police almost the whole of 
the children who have been rescued from vicious parents and the de
plorable surroundings of slum life; and, acting under my Board’s instruc
tions, place them with tried guardians in the country districts rather 
than press for commitment to Industrial Schools before first affording 
such children an opportunity to reform under the beneficial influence 
of wholesome family life. Experience has shown the wisdom of adopt
ing this method of dealing with these waifs ; hut it is not to he expected 
that each and every child rescued in this way can be successfully treated 
under this system. Pailures in isolated instances there must he, and it 
is to meet these exceptional cases that legislation has been introduced 
in other colonies, and requires to be brought into effect in the 
Social Reform Acts in New South Wales. There are at present 
under the control of the State Children Relief Board from thirty 
to forty incorrigible and indolent children cunning enough to 
know that even were they to thieve or wander, and thereby bring 
themselves within the jurisdiction of the Industrial Schools Act, the 
respectable guardians with whom they are placed would refuse to 
appear against them at the police courts in order to secure their 
commitment to an Industrial or Reformatory School; nor is it to 
he expected that they should do so, consequently these offenders 
have to he removed periodically from home to home at considerable 
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expense to tlie Government; the unsettled lives they lead, without 
firm discipline or proper punishment, encourages them to continue their 
misconduct; the impression they create on the minds of the public 
militates against the credit of the system, and numbers of excellent 
homes for apprentice children are lost to others whose good conduct 
and faithful service would have been appreciated. Were it not for the 
continuous misconduct of these children, who cannot he reformed 
in the absence of the legislation outlined, I have no hesitation in 
affirming that in this Colony there would have been very little, if 
any, occasion to pay for the maintenance of well-developed and healthy 
children after the age of 12 years.

Regulations. •

During the year now closed the regulations under the Principal 
Act and the State Children Relief Act of 1896 have been revised in 
conformity with the altered conditions of the system, and have now the 
force of law. These regulations, in addition to simplifying the method 
of collecting maintenance and other moneys, have led to a considerable 
saving in clerical labour, and have also enabled the State Children 
Relief Board to pay to deserving widows and deserted wives reasonable 
and necessary allowances instead of the standard rate of 5s. per week 
for each child, which the regulations under the Principal Act provided.

. ' 2

Annual Increase in Number oe State Children since the 
Initiation oe the Boarding-out System.

The following table shows the rate at which the number of 
children under the care of the Board has increased annually since the 
initiation of the hoarding-out system :—

Under control on
Supported by Govern* 

ment.
Adopted without 

payment. Apprenticed. Total under control.

Boys. Girls. Total. Boys. Girls. Total. Boys. Girls. Total. Boys. Girls. Total.

5 April, 1881....... 24 35 59 24 35 59

5 J » 1882....... 40 60 100 3 oo 40 63 103

5 »} 1883....... 118 174 292 1 10 ii 4 4 119 188 307

5 it 1884....... 221 289 510 6 15 21 5 16 21 232 320 552

5 1885....... 523 363 886 15 35 50 26 64 90 564 462 1,026

5 >> 1886...... 614 411 1,025 28 65 93 137 111 248 779 587 1,366

5 . if 1887....... 741 473 1,214 49 74 123 309 156 465 1,099 703 1,802

5 it 1888....... 793 485 1,278 52 84 136 357 189 546 1,202 758 1,960

5 ft 1889....... 815 526 1,341 61 93 154 440 238 678 1,316 857 2,173

5 it 1890....... 805 543 1,348 62 96 158 513 265 778 1,380 904 2,284

5 tt 1891....... 807 566 1,373 67 91 158 543 295 838 1,417 952 2,369

5 t 1892....... 776 613 1,389 69 94 163 545 299 844 1,390 1,006 2,396

5 it 1893....... 821 643 1,464 61 97 158 590 325 915 1,472 1,065 2,537

5 a 1894....... 955 786 1,741 59 106 165 592 311 903 1,606 1,203 2,809

5 a 1895....... 1,167 927 2,094 56 91 147 599 334 933 1,822 1,352 3,174

5 tt 1896....... 1,356 1,085 2,441 50 76 126 548 341 889 1,954 1,502 3,456

5 tt 1897 ...... 1,506 1,145 2,651 55 71 126 524 370 894 2,085 1,586 3,671

5 t 1898....... 1,442 1,179 2,621* 69 80 149+ 572 367 9397 2,083 1,626 3,709

* This total includes 15 children in Hospital, 147 in Cottage Homes, 25 in Depot, 24 under 2J years paid for at <s. per 
week, 38 paid for at Cs., 6 infants paid for at 8s. per week, and 1 lad paid for at 10s. per week, 138 paid for at rates 
ranging from 2s. to 4s. 6d. per week, while the balance are paid for at 5s. per week. . ... ,. „

t This total includes 38 children who are classed as “ Boarders without subsidy, that is, placed with guardians woo,
as in the case of adopted children, do not receive payment for maintenance.

j This total includes 16 absconders, whose names still appear on the books, and 5 chudren classed as unofficial.
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_ I consider it my duty to call the attention of those interested 
in the beneficent work of the State Children Relief Board to the fact 
that, for the first year since the appointment of the Board in 1881, 
there has been an actual decrease in the number of children paid for 
under the provisions of the Principal Act. It will be noticed that 
during the three preceding years the relative annual increase in 
numbers was over 300; while the total number supported by the 
Government and under control on the 5th April, 1898, was thirty less 
than the total shown under this division on the corresponding date of 
the preceding year. This variation is, of course, primarily due to the 
operation of the State Children Relief Act Amendment Act of 1896, 
which enabled the Board to pay deserving widows and deserted wives 
for the support of their own children ; hut it is also, to a less extent, 
due to the vigilance of the Board’s officials in securing homes for the 
children without cost to the Government, and in apprenticing others, 
under the provisions of the Act passed in 1881, instead of continuing 
maintenance payments until each child reached the age of 14 years, 
which would have been done were it not for the special efforts in the 
direction I have indicated. Assuming, therefore, that if it were not for 
these influences the relative normal increase would have followed, 330 
additional children would have had to be maintained under this division 
at a cost of over £4,000 per annum. Most of these children were, 
however, dealt with under section x of the Act passed in 1896, which 
provides for children being boarded-out with their mothers; hut as 
half rates only were paid for supporting them, it is fair to assume 
that a cash saving of over £2,000 a year has been effected.

Including both divisions—paying and non-paying—there has 
been an increase during the year of thirty-eight children compared 
with the total under control on 5th April, 1897.

Variation in Numbers.

Admissions.
There were 3,671 children under control on 5th April, 1897. 

Six hundred and sixty-six (666) children were admitted during the 
year ending 5th April, 1898, against 929 in 1897. Of this number 
373 were hoys, and 293 girls.

Discharged.
The number of children discharged during the year was 628— 

375 hoys, and 253 girls ; consequently the total number remaining 
under control in the general division on 5th April, 1897, was 3,709, 
or thirty-eight only more than the corresponding total of the previous 
year.

The sources from which the children were received will be found 
fully explained in Appendix I), the manner of the disposal of those 
discharged is shown in Appendix A, while Appendix E clearly explains 
how the 3,709 children now under control are distributed throughout 
the Colony.

Einancial.

The sum standing to the credit of the State Children Relief 
Board on 5th April, 1897, was £2,998 7s. lOd. Advances were made 
from the Treasury during the year to the amount of £57,376 2s. 3d., 
while the amount of £59,596 Is. Id. was withdrawn to cover the 
expenditure of the several branches of the Department during the 
same period—leaving to the credit of the Board on the 5th April, 1898, 
the sum of £778 9s. Of the amount, £59,596 Is. Id., expended during 
the year, the sum of £34,499 17s. Id. was utilised in maintenance, 
clothing, medical expenses, travelling, &c., in connection with the 
support of hoarded-out children under tlie Principal Act; hut allowing 
for the sum of £792 9s. lOd. collected from parents in part payment 
of maintenance, and £342 8s. Id. refunded to the Treasury as over
issues, the net cost for the year was £33,364 19s. 2d., or (not including 
salaries) - £13 10s. 6d. per head for the maintenance of an average 
number of 2,467 children. ' Guardians’

3



1346

Gitardians’ Occupations.

4 _

Actor ... ... 3
Accountants ... 11 
Agents ... ... 9
Artists ... ... 3
Attendants ... 13 
Auctioneers ... 2
Bricklayers ... 4
Bootmakers ... 21 
Bailiffs ... ... 2
Bakers ... ... 9
Bank managers ... 3
Brickmakers ... 7
Blacksmiths ... 11 
Butchers... ... 16 
Brass-finisher ... 1
Broom-maker ... 1
Builders ... ... 9
Boiler-makers ... 2
Civil Servants ... 5
Clerks ... ... 29
Clergymen ... 8
Contractors ... 16 
Carpenters ... 42 
Cooks ... ... 4
Collectors ... 2
Carters ... ... 13
Confectioner ... 1
Cordial manu

facturers ... 4
Cabman ... ... 1
Cabinet-makers ... 2
Caretaker ... 1
Chemists... ... 5
Cooper ... ... 1
Coachmen ... 2
Compositors ... 2
Coach-builders ... 3
Conveyancer ... 1
Captain ... ... 1
Drayman ... 1

Domestics 328
Dairy farmers 38
Drapers ... 6
Dress-makers 19
Doctors ... 3
Dealers ... 5
Drover ... 1
Engine-drivers 4
Engineers 15
Eishermen 4
Eitters ... 4
Earmers ... 936
Eruiterers 5
Eettler ... 1
Eiremen ... 4
Elorists ... 4
Graziers ... 15
Gardeners 29
Gatekeepers 2
Grocers ... 17
Householders 7
Hairdressers 5
Ironworkers 2
Instrument-maker 1
Independent 40
Inspectors 3
Jewellers 3
Journalists 2
Joiner ... 1
Labourers 96
Laundresses 7
Letter-carriers 2
Librarian 1
Miners ... 76
Merchants 9
Moulder ... 1
Masons ... 6
Machinists 4
Midwife ... 1
Maintenance men 4

Master mariner ... 1
Nurses ... ... 14
Orchardists ... 71
Organist ... ... 1
Overseers... ... 2
Painters ... ... 8
Plumbers... ... 4
Printers ... ... 8
Police ... ... 19
Plasterers... ... 3
Photographers ... 2
Postmaster ... 1
Porter ... ... 1
Poultry-farmer ... 1
Piano-tuner ... 1
Quarrymen ... 5
Bailway employees 24
Selectors ... ... 16
Slater ... ... 1
Saddlers ... ... 4
Solicitors... ... 5
Seamen ... ... 5
Surveyor ... ... 1
Salesmen... ... 4
Storekeepers ... 53
Stoker ... ... 1
Smelter ... ... 1
Sawyer ... ... 1
Shipwrights ... 3
Teachers ... ... 27
Tailor ... ... 1
Tanner ... ... 1
Undertaker ... 1
U mbrella-maker... 1
Yignerons ... 2
Wire-workers ... 2
Warders ... ... 6
Watchmaker ... 1
Weighman ... 1
Wheelwright ... 1

As a rule there is little variation from year to year in the 
general classification of the occupations of the guardians of State 
children, and the statistics of the year under review are in no way 
exceptional. Most of the elder male children are under the care of 
farmers, orchardists, storekeepers, and artisans in healthy country 
districts, while the servant girls are generally placed with farmers and 
in the comfortable homes of the middle classes. A large proportion of 
the young children placed out as boarders are under license with the 
wives of labourers, miners, mechanics and others, and with widows hav
ing small incomes. Approximately, half are located in the metropolitan 
suburbs, and the other half in the country towns and districts. In all, 
there are 2,287 homes containing 3,506 children, against 2,115 homes 
in which there were 3,472 children in 1897. Although there has been 
no material increase in the number of children under control, there has 
been a great increase (172) in the number of homes in which they are 
placed—a gratifying result of the efforts of the Board to limit the 
number of children sent to each guardian. It is improbable that this 
number of homes can now he materially increased without separating

the
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the children of one family—a policy that the Board has resolutely 
determined not to adopt—until each child reaches the age when a 
transfer to the apprenticing division becomes a matter of necessity.

List of Districts in which Children are placed out, with the number
shown in each :—

District. Md. District. No. . District. No.*

Araluen ... ... 9 Eden ... ... 3 Moruva ... .. 3
Ashfield ... ... 19 Eastwood ... ... 2 Merrylands ... 10
Arncliffe ... .. 8 Ermington ... ... 3 Mulgrave ... ... 1
Annandale ... ... - 27 Eairfield ... ... 9 Mudgee ... ... 11
Auburn ... ... 32 Forrester ... ... 3 Molong ... .. 3
Albury ... ... 9 Eorbes ... ... 13 Miller’s Forest .. 17
Albion Park ... 1 Glenbrook ... ... 4 Morpeth ... ... 6
Adamatown ... 9 Glebe ... ... 24 Muswellbrook ... 7
Armidale ... ... 15 Gladesville ... ... 18 Manning Kiver ... 7
Balmain ... ... 117 Goulburn ... ... 250 Macleay Kiver ... 2
Berrima ... ... 7 Grabben Gullen ... 11 Menangle ... ... 1
Broken Hill ... 1 Granville ... ... 77 Murrurundi ... 1
Botany ... ... 16 Guildford ■............. 11 Newtown ... ... 76
Burvvood ... ... 4*5 Gunning ... ... 27 Nowra ... .. 18
Breeza ... ... i Gerringong... ... 10 Newcastle ... ... 78
Boggabri ... ... 2 Girilambone ... 1 Nelson’s Plains ... o
Bexley ... ... 0 Germanton... ... 1 Narrabri ... ... 5
Bredalbane... ... 1 Gerogery ... ... 1 Narrandera ... 1
Bowral ... ... 17 Glen Innes... ... 4 North Sydney ... 75
Bundanoon... ... 4 Gosf'ord ... ... 5 Nyngan ... ... 2
Box Creek ... ... 7 Greta ... ... 2 N arrawa ... ... 1
Bungonia ... ... 1 Gunnedah ... ... 1 Nelson ... ... 6
Braid wood ... ... 10 Gulgong ... ... 4 Oberon ... ... 4
Bulli ............. 53 Geo. Plains... ... 2 Orange ... ... 3
Berry ... ■... 24 Hunter’s Hill ... 23 Pennant Hills ... 1
Bega ... ... 5 Hurstville ... ... 26 Pyrmont ... ... 9
Binalong ... ... 3 Hexham ... ... 3 Paddington... ... 58
Brogo ... ... 1 Helensburgh ... 2 Peak Hill ... ... 1
Bathurst ... ... 22 Hinton ... ... 3 Parramatta... ... 150
Brewongle ... ... 1 Hornsby ... ... 2 Petersham ... ... 35
Blacktown ... ... 4 Hawkesbury ... 79 Parkesboiirne ... 5
Branxton ... ... 42 Hillston ... ... 6 Paterson ... ... 31
Baulkham Hills ... 4 Hay............. ... 4 Picton ... ... 31
Clifton ... ... 1 Hermidale ... ... 1 Pitt Town ... ... 12
Croydon ... ... 12 Islington ... .:. 7 Peelwood ... ... ' 1
Camperdown ... 12 Inverell ... ... 3 Penrith ... ... 17
Canterbury ... 6 .Junee ... ... 4 Parkes ... ... 4
Carlingford... ... 2 Jamberoo ... ... 21 Prospect ... ... 4
Coogee ... ... 1 Jerilderie ... ... 1 Queanbeyan ... 10
Carcoar ... ... 1 Kogarah ... ... 21 Quirindi ... ... 2
Cudal ... .. 2 Kangaloon ... ... 2 Kockdale ... ... 6
Campbelltown ... 20 Kingsdale ... ... 2 Kookwood ... ... 46
Castle Hill ... ... 4 Kiama ... ... 15 Kedf ern ... ... 61
Canley Yale ... 2 Kangaroo Yalley ... 14 Kyde ... ... 10
Caddai ... ... 9 Katoomba ... ... 1 Kandwick ... ... 10
Crookwell ... ... 11 Kelly ville ... ... 2 Riverstone ... ... 30
Cabramatta... .. 4 Leichhardt ... ... 77 Richmond ... ... 2
Camden ... ... 46 Liverpool ... ... 34 Rooty Hill ... ... 9
Cootamundra ... 19 Lambton ... ... 18 Raymond Terrace ... 17
Cambewarra ... 8 Lismore ... ... 12 Rvdalmere ... ... 3
Cargo ... ... 3 Lawson ... ... 1 Rylstone ... ... 2
Collector ... ... Lochinvar ... ... 3 Richmond River ... 25
Cooma ... ... 6 Manly ... ... 8 Sackville Reach ... 11
Cessnock ... ... 6 Maitland, East ... 18 Summer Hill ... 11
Clarencetown ... 11 Maitland, West ... 78 Sydney ... ... 19
Cobar ... ... 1 Marrickville ... 50 Singleton ... ... 26
Clarence liiver .. 8 Macdonaldtown ... 36 St. Peter’s ... ... 24
Deniliquin ... ... 1 Middlearm ... ... 6 Surry Hills... ... 32
Dapto ... ... 6 Mummel ... ... 5 Shellharbour ... 4
Dungog ... ... 9 Minmi ... ... 1 Scone ... ... 3
Dundas ... ... 1 Mittagong ... ... 105 Stuart Town ... 2
Douglas Park ... 1 Moss Yale ... ... 15 Smithfield ... ... 3
Dural ... ... 14 Marulan ... ... 19 Tarrana ... ... 5
Dubbo ... ... 12 Murrumburrah ... 3 Tarago ... ... 15
Dora Creek............. 6 Milton ... ... 34 Parana ... ... 2
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District. No. District. No. . District. No.

Tumut ... ... 2 "Wallerawang ... 2 Wickham ... ... 2
Thirlmere ... ... 19 "Wheeo ... ... 12 Wood ville ... ... 5
Tamworth ... ... 6 Windellama ... 4 William Town ... 1
Toongabbie... ... 2 "Watson’s Bay ... 3 W ollombi ... ... 1
Tempo ... ... 8 Wagga Wagga ... 1 Walgett ... ... 1
Temora ... ... 2 Wollongong ... 34 Yarra ... ... 7
Tweed Kiver ... 1 Windsor ... ... 35 Yass... ... ... 34
Tarlo .............. 3 Wentworth... ... 3 Young ... ... 7
W averley ... ... 33 Waratah ... ... 16 Out of Colony ... 6
W ooiloomooloo ... 13 Wilberforce ... 23
Woollahra ... ... 14 Wellington... ... 5 Total... ... 3,506
"Waterloo ... ... 51 Wallsend ... ... 10

The following return shows the number of applications received 
during the past live years for State children, and explains the action 
taken by the State Children Relief Board in dealing with them :—

Year. Approved. Defused. Not yet inquired into. Total.

1894 ... 667 186 244 1,097
1895 ... 908 292 615 1,715
1896 ... 858 398 264 1,520
1897 ... 769 301 440 1,510
1898 ... 927 332 629 1,788

Of the number received during the year ending 5th April, 
1898, 1,384 were from Protestant and 404 from Roman Catholic 
applicants. The number of children applied for, and the conditions 
under which they were to be placed out, are explained hereunder:—

Religious Denomination. Boarders. Eor Adoption. Por Service. Total asked for.

Protestant ... ... ... 1,466 30 527 2,023
Koman Catholic ... ... 532 11 94 637

The success of the Boarding-out System in any community 
depends entirely upon the quality of the homes available for the 
reception of the children to be disposed of. Portunately for the 
operations of my Board the selection in this Colony is not restricted. 
It is becoming more noticeable from year to year that the number of 
applications is far in excess of the number of children available. No 
difficulty is experienced in securing good homes. It will, however, be 
seen that 36 per cent, of the total number of applications dealt with 
were declined—substantial reasons in each case having been submitted 
in support of their rejection. Notwithstanding this fact, and allowing 
for the cases already satisfied, fully 1,000 additional children could be 
provided for within a few weeks if they were available for boarding- 
out. The most remarkable feature that presents itself in dealing with 
these figures is the little difficulty that undesirable persons appear to 
experience in securing recommendation from responsible citizens. 
One thousand five hundred and nine applications have been rejected 
during the past five years, and each and every one has been supported 
by a strong recommendation from a clergyman, a magistrate, or other 
approved person.

Inspection op Homes and Children.
The total number of visits to children and other inquiries made 

by Inspectors in all divisions during the year ended on April 5, 1898, 
was 21,115, against 14,808 recorded during the previous year. After 
adding to the former total 4,164 recorded visits made by the lady 
visitors, the total aggregate number of visits and inquiries made by 
permanent officials and lady visitors is shown to be 25,279. The 
figures included in this total, which directly bear upon the division

under
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under review (State children with non-relatives), are shown in the 
following table side by side with similar statistics of previous years

Year. Permanent Staff. Lady Yisitors. Total.

1894 ................................ 6,323 1,666 7,989
1895 ................................ 6,851 1,305 8,156
1896 ................................ 6,606 2,008 8,614
1897 ................................ 7,147 1,465 8,612
1898 ................................ 5,950 4,164 10,114

Average 2'87 visits per child per annum.
It is satisfactory to notice that the lady visitors, who in their 

honorary capacity take a keen interest in the children under their local 
supervision, have substantially responded to the Board’s request and 
sent in more numerous returns this year than heretofore. But it is 
well known to the Board that, even now, these returns form only a 
very small portion of the actual number of visits paid by these ladies 
throughout the year. The discrepancy is due to the fact that, although 
the visits are paid, the honorary visitors omit to prepare the required 
returns. Steps have, however, been taken to lessen the amount of 
clerical labour when satisfactory inquiries have been made; and I hope 
next year to be in a position to publish a more correct statement of 
actual results than the returns submitted this year afford me an oppor
tunity of doing now.

The decrease in the number of visits paid to State Children by 
the experienced officers of my Departmeiff (5,950 in 1898 against 
7,147 in 1897) forms the most serious defect in the year’s operations. 
This is, however, in no way due to laxity, as I have already pointed 
out that the inspectors have increased the gross total of 14,808 in 1897 
to 21,115 in 1898—an increase of 6,307 visits during the year under 
review. The decrease is due to pressure of work in administering the 
provisions of the Act passed in 1896; and as my Board has not until 
now been in a position to form an estimate of what the permanent 
work of my Department would be, I have hesitated, on economical 
grounds, to bring the matter under the notice of the Chief Secretary 
before the rush of applications from widows and deserted wives had 
ceased and the work of the Department had subsided into its normal 
condition. Such a condition is now noticeable in the Board’s work, 
and it is anticipated that at an early date the required number of visits 
will be paid to these children at small extra cost to the Government.

Number oe Children in each Home.

The principle of maintaining, as far as possible, the feelings of 
family affection, by not separating brothers and sisters, has been 
adhered to, with the results as shown hereunder:—

1,481 homes with 1 child.
483 3? 33 2 children, including 249 with children of one family.
246 JJ 33 3 . 33 „ 156

66 ?J 33 4 33 „ 57 33 339 33 33 5 33 „ 8 332 33 33 6 33 „ 1 33 33

_ 2,287 homes, containing 3,506 children (exclusive of 10 absconders, 15 in hospitals, 
147 in cottage homes, and 25 in depot):

It will be seen, therefore, that there are 471 homes with children 
of one family.

Exclusive of homes containing children of one family, there
are:—

1,481 homes with 1 child.
234 „ „ 2 children.

90 » „ 3 „
9 » >.4
J- 3? 33 ^ J}
f >> >) 0 ,j

1,816 homes, containing 2,266 children, or an average of 1‘24. (Last year the 
average was 1'41.)

, Health,
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Health, Condition, Education, and General Surroundings oe

State Children.

Although the experienced officials have not, for the reasons 
already stated, been enabled to visit the State children as frequently 
as my Board desire, still I am pleased to he able to report that the 
children have as a rule been found well and happily placed; they 
have been sufficiently clothed and fed, their education has not been 
neglected, their general surroundings have been found wholesome 
and clean, and, as will he observed upon reference to the appendices, 
the school teachers and lady visitors substantiate the opinions of the 
Board’s inspectors that the boarded-out children compare favourably 
in appearance and in general behaviour with the children in the 
districts in which they are placed.

The usual number of transfers and removals have had to 
be made during the year, principally on account of the behaviour or 
health of the children and the altered circumstances of the persons 
with whom they have been placed, while one master had to be pro
ceeded against for harshness to his servant; but considering the 
troublesome dispositions of many of the children, and the physical and 
mental weakness of others, and taking into consideration the large 
number of persons with whom they have been placed, the results 
compare favourably with the experience of previous years.

Adopted Children.

The number of children adopted by reputable citizens without 
payment has increased from 102 in 1897 to 111 in 1898.

Apprenticed Children.

Until the passing of the State Children Belief Act in 1896, all 
children upon reaching the age of 12 years were transferred from the 
Boarding-out Division; and thereafter, apart from the cost of super
vision, they ceased to form a further burden upon the public funds. 
It was, however, found that the whole of these children could not be 
apprenticed at 12 years, and power had to be obtained to pay maintenance 
until the age of 14, if situations could not be found for them before 
they reach that age.

On the 5th April, 1897, there were 860 children (497 boys and 
363 girls) under indenture in various parts of the Colony: 173 hoys 
and 71 girls were apprenticed during the year, and 116 boys and 70 
girls were discharged—leaving 554 boys and 364 girls, or a total of 918, 
apprenticed on the 5th April, 1898. All the girls are at domestic 
service, while the boys are employed by bakers, blacksmiths, boot
makers, butchers, carpenters, chemists, coachbuilders, dairymen, 
dealers, drapers, farmers, gardeners, grooms, grocers, hairdressers, 
orchardists, plumbers, printers, saddlers, tailors, and vignerons, &c.

Since 1887 the sum of £18,607 2s. 9d. has been collected on 
account of wages earned by State children. £15,143 3s. 8d, of this 
amount has been paid over to those who have served their terms of 
service, and the cash balance now to the credit of the Apprentices’ 
Trust Account is £3,463 19s. Id. .

Taking into consideration the many thousands of these accounts 
that have been opened, and allowing for the depression that has existed 
throughout the country in past years, a comparatively small amount 
of the wages claims has remained unadjusted; but endless trouble has 
been occasioned where obstacles have been thrown in the way of settle
ment, owing to the difficulties to be encountered in securing these 
moneys. The Inspectors, however, now promptly report upon the 
circumstances of employers where wages remain unpaid, so that the 
indentures may be cancelled if there is no prospect of settlement, while
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the new regulations provide that wages payments must he made at the 
Board’s offices, an arrangement that secures jurisdiction in Sydney, and 
will remove the necessity for sending officials into the country districts 
to I’ecover these moneys, should extreme steps prove necessary.

The Central Home, Paddington.

The policy of adopting a uniform system by placing all 
industrial and reformatory schools under the Minister of Public 
Instruction, necessitated the transfer of the Shaftesbury Beformatory 
from under the control of my Board ; but the officials in charge were 
not relieved, and were, in consequence, unable to take over their duties 
at the Central Home until recently. The Beformatory had been utilised, 
perhaps, in a strictly legal sense, irregularly, as a receiving home for 
State children, and for disciplinary purposes wherever girls had 
shown themselves unfit for private service. This change necessitated 
recourse to the former practice of sending children to the Sydney 
Benevolent Asylum before being boarded out; and, in the absence of 
legislation, enabling incorrigible girls to be sent for a time to the 
Industrial School, before being again tried at service, the unwise 
policy of changing them from home to home had again to be resorted 
to. The transfer of the staff to the Central Home has, however, 
materially lessened these objections; a number of direct admissions 
are now made there, and some of the more troublesome children are 
also admitted to assist with the domestic work of the depbt. With a 
little extra accommodation, and provided the legislation outlined by 
me is given effect to, my Board will no doubt be able to admit all 
children direct to control, and discontinue the practice of sending 
children to the Benevolent Asylum.

The average daily number of children in the Central Home 
throughout the year was 24; the total cost for maintenance was 
£222 4s. 9d.; and the capitation cost, £9 5s. 2d. per annum.

Cottage Homes eor Invalid Children at Mittagong and
Parramatta.

There are nine of these homes—seven at Mittagong and two at 
Parramatta, containing in all 147 inmates—thirty-three males and 
114 females.

The following tables furnish additional particulars :—
^ Boys. Girls. Total.

Total number of children admitted to Cottage Homes to 5th
April, 1898 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 655 913 1,568

Total number of children discharged from Cottage Homes to 5th
April, 1893 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 622 799 1,421

Humber in Homes on 5th April, 1898 .................................... 33 114 147
In Homes on 5th April, 1897 ............................................... 40 113 153
Admitted during year ended 5th April, 1898 ........................ 58 110 168

98 223 321
Discharged during year ... ... ... ... ... ... . 05 109 174

In Homes, 5th April, 1898... ... ... ... ... ... 33 114 147
Discharged:—

To relatives ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 3 8 11
Boarded out... ... ... ... ... ... ... 60 89 149
Died... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 1 2

. Newington Asylum ... ... ... ... ... 0 1 1
Deaf and Dumb and Blind Institution........................ 1 5 6
Overage ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 3 3
Married ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 1 1
Benevolent Asylum ... ... ... ... ... 0 1 1

65 109 174
*09—B • Appended



1352

10

Appended will be found a return showing the afflictions from
which the children were suffering when admitted

Accidents 
A momia 
Abscess 
Aptha 
Asthma 
Blind...
Bronchitis 
Burns 
Croup 
Chilblains 
Catarrh
Canker of Mouth 
Chorea ...
Contraction of sinews 
Congestion of Lungs 
Debility ...
Dysentery ...
Dentition ...
Disease of ear 

„ spine 
Dropsy ...
Dirty habits...
Diarrhoea ...
Defective palate 
Deformed ...
Epilepsy ...
Eczema ...
Fractures ...

Half-caste children 
Dumb ... ...

3 Hip disease ... ... 20
2 Heart disease ... 5
7 Hydatids ... ... 1
l Knee-pan, injury to 2
1 Kleptomania ... 3
3 Influenza ... ... 3

20 Malformations ... 8
1 Marasmus ... ... 4

. , 1 Necrosis ... ... 2
1 Nymphomania ... 1
7 Ophthalmia ... ... 84
2 Paracusis ... ... 1
4 Paralysis ... ... 19
2 ,, of brain ... 1
1 Poisoned finger ... 2

• • • 447 Eheumatism... ... 5
... 4 King-worm ... ... 28

1 Scrofula ... ... 119
47 Scabies ... ... 13
14 Skin disease... ... 6
4 Syphilis ... ... 1

15 Tonsilitis ... ... 2
11 Typhoid ... ... 1

2 Ulcers ... ... 5
39 Urine, incontinence of 8
23 Ulcerated throat ... 2

4 Whooping cough ... 14
1 Weak intellect ... 34

hind children admitted for change of air ... 31
... ................................... 9

... • •• ... ... ... ... 1

On economical grounds, as well as for administrative purposes, 
and for other sufficient reasons, a rearrangement of the Cottage Home 
system is contemplated. A comprehensive statement of the changes 
suggested was submitted for the consideration of the State Children 
Relief Board in October, last, when a deputation from the Board 
Avaited upon the Chief Secretary in order that the proposal might be 
carried into effect. The following memorandum, prepared after careful 
investigation, has not previously been published :—

State Children’s Eelief Department, Sydney, 25 October, 1897.
In accordance with my promise to the Board, I visited Mittagong during September 
last, accompanied by the Director of Government Asylums, for the purpose of making 
personal observations and inquiries with reference to the condition of the Cottage 
Homes for Invalid Children, which are under the control of this Department in that 
district; the methods adopted of classifying and treating the children; the internal 
economy of the homes ; the rent value of the premises held under lease, and of the 
other buildings, which might be given up immediately if necessary; and, finally, for the 
purpose of arriving at some conclusion in my own mind with regard to the prime 
question of whether or not it would he advisable to continue the present method of 
dealing with this important division of the Board’s business, or to substitute for it a 
system of partial centralisation with regard to which there has hitherto existed much 
difference of opinion among those members of the Board who have from time to time 
made official visits to the homes. ■

I remained two days in the neighbourhood, and made a critical examination into 
all the matters I have enumerated ; and I now present, as shortly as possible, the result 
of my investigations for the consideration of the Board. •

• 1. The General 'Management.
Considering the disadvantages under which the Cottage Home mothers are 

labouring with regard to the general unsuitableness of the buildings for hospital 
purposes, and the absence of proper sanitary arrangements, I found the general 
management of the homes on the whole satisfactory, with exceptions as to proper 
classification of children and minor matters of detail which it is not necessary to discuss 
at present. I may state, however, that I went carefully into all these questions, both 
from medical and administrative standpoints, and issued instructions which it will be 
the duty of the officers of the Department to have carried out in their integrity. I have 
not the slightest doubt from my observations, and the many interviews with the children 
individually, that the inmates of the Cottage Homes are generally receiving true motherly

treatment,
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treatment, and every necessary care and kindness ; and that the defects I pointed out, 
and gave directions to have remedied, arose rather from ignorance on the part of the 
mothers than from any desire to evade the conscientious performance of their very 
responsible duties. And I may here fitly state my opinion that the results of the 
operation of the cottage-home system at Mittagong fully justify the selection of that 
locality as a sanatorium for the treatment of invalid children ; ■ and that with more 
suitable buildings and surroundings the most beneficial treatment possible for this 
class of State dependents may be secured for them in the climate of this district.

2. Rents of the present Buildings.
I spent much time in ascertaining the rent value of houses in the township and 

neighbourhood of Mittagong ; and I have no hesitation in saying that, with one or two 
exceptions, the rents of the cottage homes are most excessive. It may be remembered 
that I drew attention to this matter some time ago, but it was not considered advisable 
to deal with it finally because I was not in possession of sufficient data to enable me 
to express a positive opinion for the guidance of the Board. At the time these premises 
were secured, house property at Mittagong was of very much higher value than it is at 
present; and the rents which were then paid were probably fair, as I have ascertained 
that they were in nearly every instance a continuation of the rents received from the 
previous occupants of these buildings. But the depreciation in the value of house 
property in this district has been so great during the past three or four years that the 
rents paid by this "Department are now out of all proportion to the value of the buildings 
occupied ; and the difficulty the Board will have to deal with in endeavouring to set this 
matter right is that no other premises of sufficient capacity to meet the requirements of 
the Department are obtainable in the district. Of that there can be no doubt, as I made 
careful inquiries throughout the neighbourhood. This, however, is a question which will 
have to be considered in connection with the principal proposals later on. At present 
the Board pays rents amounting in the aggregate to £443 10s. per annum, and this sum 
should, in my opinion, be immediately reduced by £100 (at least) a year in connection 
with premises which are not held under lease. The details are as follows :—

ii

No. of Home. Present Rent. Estimated Value. Nature of Holding’.

No. 1 (and farm).............. ...
£ 8. d.

85 0 0
£ 8. d.

85 0 0 Leasehold.
No. 2 ...................................... 40 0 0 26 0 0 Monthly tenancy.
No. 3 ...................................... 70 Cl 0 70 0 0 Lease ; 3 years to run.
No. 4 ... ... ... ... 52 0 0 31 4 0 Monthly tenancy.
No. 5 ... ........................... 60 0 0 60 0 0 Lease ; 2 years to run.
No. 6 ...................................... 65 0 0 31 4 0 Monthly tenancy.
No. 7 ...................................... 71 10 0 40 0 0 it

443 10 0 343 8 0 Excess, £100 2s.

Note.—Some of these rents have since been reduced, but the charges made are still considered excessive. 
Other suitable premises cannot be secured.

No. 3 premises, rented at £70 a year, and No. 5, rented at £60 (leased for three and 
two years longer respectively), are each not worth more than £50 per annum ; so that 
under a fair arrangement with regard to these two buildings, when the leases expire, 
there should be a further reduction of £30 a year, or a total saving of £130 2s. a year 
upon the sum of £443 10s. now paid as rents of cottage home premises in the district of 
Mittagong. Of course, the buildings held under lease cannot at present be dealt with ; 
but I recommend that the owners of the other buildings be at once informed that the 
Board cannot after the 1st day of December pay higher rents than the amounts which 
have been mentioned as being equitable, in view of the rents generally prevailing 
throughout the district, and that, in the event of their declining to accede to this 
proposal, other arrangements will have to be entered into on behalf of the Giovernment. 
Two buildings should, in my opinion, be vacated immediately if possible—namely, No. 4 
and No. 6—and I should have given instructions to that effect, on behalf of the Board, 
during my visit if it had been possible to obtain other premises, but there were not any 
other suitable houses empty. Directions were, however, left with the Manager to report 
as soon as he found an opportunity of giving up these premises, and procuring others 
sufficiently commodious for cottage-home purposes.

4. The Cottage Home Harm.
A pleasant contrast to all the other cottage homes and their surroundings is 

afforded by the new home and farm connected with it, rented by the Board on the 
Southwood Estate, about two and a half miles from the Mittagong Bailway Station. 
There are existing facts and possibilities of development in connection with this 
establishment which I. freely confess have helped to convert me from views that I 
formerly held respecting the placing of all the cottage homes on one estate, and I 
would invite those members of the Board who have still'any doubt upon this subject— 
the abstract arguments with regard to which have I know been frequently debated at 
this table—to visit Mittagong and go fully into the question in all its bearings, and 
postpone arriving at conclusions until after careful consideration of every matter of 
detail. This is a question, however, which I shall deal with more fully in the final and 
principal paragraph of this memorandum. The new building is fairlv well adapted for 
cottage home purposes, and might, with modifications and minor alterations, be taken as
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a model for future homes. It is sufficiently commodious to accommodate the full 
number of children that ought to be placed in one home ; the rooms are lofty and well 
ventilated, and all the dormitories are under one roof, and therefore fully under the 
control of, and easily accessable to, the mother in charge. This is a point with regard 
to which I can now quite understand the anxiety of the Board ladies who have visited 
the other homes, in view of my discoveries respecting the character of some of the elder 
female inmates. The Board pays for the new building and 100 acres of land £85 a 
year, and it seems to me that this is the only good bargain that has been secured in con
nection with the premises rented at Mittagong. It is not my intention to discuss 
matters of detail with reference to the farm, but a return has been prepared which 
shows that, although the land was virgin soil (the greater part of it being uncleared) 
when the Board entered into occupancy little more than two years ago, it has, making 
the usual allowance for depreciation in the value of stock and perishable property, and 
notwithstanding bad seasons, thus far fully paid its expenses, and left a margin of 
profit of about £20. Vegetables, milk, eggs, and firewood are supplied to all the- 
homes from this farm, which is worked by inmate labour from the Government asylums, 
and it was very pleasing on the day of my visit to see a number of hearty old fellows who 
could not, by reason of their age, earn a livelihood outside, healthfully employed on this 
estate in the manner indicated. It afforded an example which might well be adopted as 
a system in connection with our larger Government and public institutions. The pay
ments to the old men are merely nominal, ranging from threepence to sixpence a day, 
according to the nature of their occupation, with tobacco allowances and extra indulgences 
for special good conduct. The farm buildings and their own dwelling were erected by 
the old men themselves with materials supplied by the landlord, whose undertaking with 
the Board was to bear the cost of erecting the cottage home only. These outbuildings 
are necessarily crude and imperfect, but still homelike and comfortable, as is seemly in 
connection with buildings placed partly at Government cost, as far as labour is concerned, 
upon land which is not the property of the Government, but they serve their temporary 
purpose well. The lease of the cottage home and estate is for five years, at the 
period of which the Board has the right to, renew for another term of five years. 
The land as it is now improved would probably be valued on resumption at £15 an 
acre, and capitalising its value upon this basis, the amount represented would be 
£1,500. The interest upon this at the rate paid for State loans (say 3-| per cent.) would 
be £52 10s. a year ; which leaves the amount of the main building occupied for cottage- 
home purposes at only £32 10s. a year. The outbuildings comprise piggeries, poultry- 
yard, dairy, &c.; and, if the information furnished to me is accurate, and fairly favourable 
seasons are experienced, the farm should prove very profitable during the current 
financial year.

5. Visit to the Public School.
I made a visit to the Public School, but unfortunately did not succeed in arriving 

there while the children were in attendance. A lengthy interview with the headmaster, 
however, enabled me to form an accurate opinion of the physical condition, behaviour, 
and general appearance of the large number of State children who attend this particular 
school. These are, of course, exclusive of the cottage-home children, for whose education 
special provision is made at the homes. The report of the master of the Mittagong 
Public School with reference to the children under the control of this Board, who are 
daily brought under his observation in the school and on the playground, was highly 
satisfactory, and left no room for doubt that so far as the district of Mittagong is con
cerned the boarding-out system is thoroughly fulfilling its objects. The school-teacher 
had evidently been induced to take particular notice of these children in consequence of 
the occasional visits to the school of the principal Boarding-out Officer, and I would 
suggest here that the Board ladies might, perhaps, make similar visits to this school 
when at Mittagong inspecting the cottage homes. I am sure they would gain a good 
deal of useful information by doing so. and would indirectly obtain a knowledge of the 
moral training and general treatment of the children in a large number of the boarding- 
out homes, which it would be impossible for them to visit separately without remaining 
several days in the district. The teacher’s report was to the effect that, generally 
speaking, the State children compared favourably with>the better class of children 
attending his school; that they did not present any distinctive features—either with 
regard to behaviour, clothing, or general intelligence—to mark them as State children; 
and that their attendance, in the majority of cases, was above the average.

6. The Present Oottage Home System.
The principal object of my visit to Mittagong was to give serious attention to 

the question of whether or not the present system of renting houses for cottage homes 
should be continued, or whether the Board should recommend the Government to grant 
or purchase an estate of sufficient area and build homes of its own. The existing method 
has, as the Board Members are aware, always been a source of trouble in connection 
with complaints from the townspeople, either with reference to alleged misconduct of 
the children, or the danger of these homes spreading contagious diseases throughout the 
community, or some other reason equally supposititious ; and, although no tangible 
ground for such objections could ever be traced, still they have from time to time led to 
local agitation for the purpose of having the homes removed from this district to a more 
isolated locality ; and so keen was this movement on two occasions that it led to 
deputations and petitions to more than one Chief Secretary from its promoters, and to 
one clergyman forbidding the attendance of the cottage-home children at his church.. 
These are past matters, but they may recur at any time, and although, on the surface, 
they may appear to be unimportant, still they are decidedly unpleasant to meet and

overcome.
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overcome. Not only do such difficulties keep this small community in a state of turmoil, 
but they quite destroy the harmony and good feeling within the homes, which are 
essential to their good management, and which cannot prevail while the attitude of 
the outside public, both with regard to mothers and children, is unfriendly. The two 
main reasons which have led members of the Board to submit to frequent unpleasant
ness of the character I have pointed out have been that, on medical grounds, it 
would be a calamity to remove their weaklings from the climate of Mittagong; and 
that administrative reasons made it undesirable to adopt a system of comparative 
centralisation, instead of scattering the homes at points so remote from each other that 
the mothers in charge should not have favourable opportunities of intercommunication. 
There has always been such a division of opinion upon this latter point that, although a 
vote of £5,000 was once obtained from Parliament for the purpose of erecting cottage 
homes, nothing practical resulted from it, and it was, consequently, permitted to lapse. 
I have to admit that 1 was myself strongly opposed to any policy of centralisation, for 
reasons which I then considered valid; and if my enlarged experience and observations 
have led me to change my opinions in regard to this particular matter, they should 
probably have greater weight with the Board than the more hastily-formed convictions 
which previously guided me. One point that struck me very forcibly during my recent 
visit to Mittagong was that, although there are, in two instances, two homes quite close 
together, neither the mothers nor the children appeared to exchange visits, although 
their personal relationship was quite friendly ; and so marked was this in the case of 
two homes (distant only half a dozen yards from each other) that, although the mother 
and children in one had prepared for my visit, the inmates of the other next door were 
not aware that I was at Mittagong. Again, my inquiries led me to discover that on 
their “ off days ” the cottage-home mothers seldom visit each- other. Therefore the 
main reason which led me and other members of the Board to formerly object to placing 
the homes on one estate really does not exist. Having said so much by way of preface, 
I may now state definitely that the result of my visit to Mittagong has been to 
firmly convince me that on medical grounds as well as for purposes of economy, and 
in order to secure improved administration, the Board should immediately endeavour 
to obtain a sufficient area of land within a mile or two of Mittagong as a suitable 
site, and also funds to admit of the erection of the necessary buildings. Having 
arrived at this conviction I next proceeded to ascertain if any suitable sites were 
available, and particularly if it were possible to obtain Crown land. I found 
that the only Government land sufficiently near to the railway station to be con
veniently accessible was situated on the western heights of the town, and I went 
carefully over it. It W'ould, in my opinion, be most undesirable to select this land 
as a site. Its altitude and situation expose it to the full force of the westerly winds, 
which are peculiarly bitter in this district, and frequently blow continuously for days. 
These winds, from which it is impossible to obtain shelter at this spot, would not only 
cause suffering among the stronger children, but would almost certainly increase the 
mortality among those whose vital powers were not strong. Another fatal objection to 
this site is the absence of a suitable water supply. I tested the water in the neighbourhood 
from a spring well, and found that it lacked the essential qualities of the water obtained 
from the low-lying neighbourhoods. One prime factor in improving the health of the 
cottage-home invalids is the water that they drink. In many directions in the township 
it is strongly impregnated with iron, and is, in fact, obtained from chalybeate springs. 
This quality is absent from the water of the hills, which is as soft and sweet as rain-water ; 
it is in consequence useless for the purpose of building up the constitutions of delicate 
children. I next proceeded to inquire as to whether it would be possible to obtain 
sufficient private land in the neighbourhood, and I could not discover any that would be 
more suitable than the land now leased by the Board on the Southwood Estate, a large 
portion of which is already cleared and under cultivation, and where there is the nucleus 
of the new system which I have advised the Board to adopt. The locality can be well 
sheltered ; an ample supply of suitable water can be obtained ; a sufficient area can be 
secured to admit of the separation of the homes; the land in different parts is well 
adapted for fruit-growing and farming purposes ; it possesses admirable sites for cottage 
hospitals ; and it is sufficiently near to the railway station and the township to secure 
all necessary conveniences, as well as medical attendance, without difficulty or extra 
expense. I devoted half a day to going over this land, and I had 150 acres of it measured 
in one block that I considered would be the best for the Board’s requirements. This 
block includes the present farm and two cottage homes; and it has frontages to two 
main roads, each a chain wide, while two other roads could be opened, in order that tho 
estate might be completely enclosed and rendered inaccessible to the public. This area 
would be sufficient to contain seven cottages, which could be placed quite a quarter of a 
mile apart.

I do not propose at this stage to go fully into all details of the cost of carrying 
out these proposals, but a mere outline of this very material aspect of the matter will 
show that they must result in a large saving of public monev. I may state, however, 
that in my opinion it would be impossible to make any reasonable bargain in the shape 
of an ordinary purchase, and that the land would have to be resumed by the Government 
under the method of valuation which is usual in such cases. The owner, for example, 
suggested £25 an acre as a fair price; I believe that an all-round price of £10 would 
be nearer the mark; but, assuming that the Government valuation reached £15 an 
acre—and I do not think it possible that it could exceed that price—the cost of 150 
acres would be £2,250. There are two buildings upon the land, rented as cottage 
homes, which could not possibly be valued at more than £450 and £200 respectively, 
and the smaller of which could be used for a farm manager’s residence. It would then
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be necessary to build six other cottage homes. Most suitable brick buildings, with all 
necessary appliances, could be erected for about £700 each; a building to be used as a 
school and church, with the usual adjuncts, would cost about £1,000; then I have 
allowed another £1,000 for sundries, including clearing, fencing, &c.; and also £1,0U0 
for securing a sufficient water supply. These figures make a total of £10,100, which 
would represent an annual charge for interest, at 3i per cent., of £353 10s., or a saving 
of £90 a year upon the present rent charges, and a sum about equal to that reduced 
expenditure I have already proposed with regard to the imperfect accommodation at 
present provided. There would also be contingent savings of the expenditure that is 
incidental to the present system, the full extent of which it would be difficult to 
estimate until they came to be realised ; such, for example, as about £60 a year for the 
night service (now charged by the Borough Council), which could be carried out without 
extra cost and beneficially utilised on the farm; the present expense of distributing 
wood, vegetables, and milk; the cost of carrying water in dry seasons ; and other minor 
items of expenditure which cannot at once be taken into account. There would also be 
the better provision for educating the children, who can now only attend half-time 
schools; and also for providing a large number of them with some light industrial 
occupation, which no attempt can be made to secure for them under the existing system. 
But far above all these considerations there would, under the new system, be proper 
scientific provision for affording the best treatment possible to the unfortunate inmates 
of these homes, whose intellects are in many instances only partially developed, and 
many of whom, I assure the Board, suffer from inherited complaints of the most painful 
nature.

I think I have now said enough to show my reasons for the recommendations I 
have made in this memorandum; and, if these are approved, I would suggest the 
appointment of a sub-committee to formulate them in the most business-like and 
practicable form; and to wait as a deputation upon the Premier and Chief Secretary 
for the purpose of having them carried into effect. Probably, as the Public Service 
Board has been appointed a Royal Commission to deal comprehensively with all matters 
relating to Government expenditure upon charity, they will have to be referred to that 
body for consideration. '

ARTHUR RENWICK,
President of the State Children Relief Board.

The total cost of these cottage-homes during the year was 
£3,981 7s. 4d.—£3,229 5s. 8d. being for maintenance, and £752 Is. 8d. 
for clothing, &c. The average number of inmates throughout the 
year was 176, and the capitation cost (not including salaries), 
£22 12s. 6d.

Relief to Deserving Widows and Deserted Wives.
The administration of the State Children Relief Act of 1896, 

under which power has been given to assist mothers in supporting 
their own children, has been a source of much anxiety to the State 
Children Relief Board since September, 1896, when this Act first 
had the force of law.

While fully recognising its humane intentions in providing 
against the forced separation of children from their natural guardians, 
whose distressed circumstances were in no way due to moral faults or 
indolent habits, the State Children Relief Board, strengthened by 
many years experience in dealing with destitution in all its phases, 
fully realised that, unless each and every case were carefully investi
gated and justly considered, this form of relief would he open to serious 
abuse, while thrift would he stifled by granting supporting allowances 
where assistance only should have been conceded. The Board was 
also prepared to find that a heavy expenditure would have to he incurred 
in meeting the numerous demands for assistance, but, at the same 
time it was considered, and experience has confirmed this opinion, that 
by cautious administration, and keen oversight the abuse of this relief 
could be reduced to a minimum, while its necessary and far-reaching 
benefits could be secured to deserving widows and deserted wives 
who through ill-health, dearth of employment, or other sufficient 
reasons were unequal to the strain of providing food and shelter for 
those dependent upon them, hut who, in the absence of assistance in 
this form, would continue in misery and want rather than accept 
charity in any other way. To more forcibly explain the distress 
that some mothers will suffer rather than let their poverty he known,
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1 may cite the case of a refined but consumptive mother struggling 
to provide for her four children—one imbecile and the others delicate. 
This family I know to have lived for several days without fire or light, 
and with only a little bread in the house, which they ate with the 
extract of malt and cod-liver oil that had been issued to them. Yet 
the allowance for one child was instantly declined upon an inquiry 
being made at a Public School concerning the child referred to. The 
semi-starvation that this woman and her children suffered was not 
known even to my Inspectors who visited the home; the children 
were trained to conceal it. Whether the mother acted wisely is not 
for me to consider. I explain the case as I find it, and refer to it 
here merely to show that the money expended in this Branch of my 
Department is to a large extent disbursed in relieving destitution that 
would otherwise never be heard of, and which, in some cases at least, 
is never thoroughly understood. This, however, is hut one of many 
pitiful and equally deserving cases. -

Conceiving that it would he more judicious to grant small 
allowances, and increase them when it became expedient to do so than 
to pay the standard rate of 5s. pgr week provided under the Principal 
Act, the Regulations, upon my Board’s recommendation, were revised, 
and a nominal standard rate of 3s. per week inserted, the Board 
reserving the power to increase or lower this rate according to the 
necessity of each case. The wisdom of adopting this course will be at 
once apparent upon reference to the following returns, which show that 
2,363 children out of a total of 2,422 are being paid for at rates ranging 
from Is. to 3s. per week, while fifty-nine only are paid for at rates 
exceeding the nominal standard. Were it not for my Board’s action 
in this connection, the actual cost of this Branch of my Department 
for the past year alone would have been over £23,000, whereas the 
service was adequately met by an expenditure of £11,794 7s. 6d.—an 
amount that might be further reduced by over £2,000, seeing that 
there was no relative increase upon the general division during the 
past year, from which it can only be concluded that over 300 children 
are being provided for at half-rates who, but for the new Act, would 
have been wholly supported at the Government expense.
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Statistical ^Returns relating to the issue of Relief to Reserving Widows
and Resented Wives.

The State Children Relief Board dealt with 1,207 cases during 
the year ended 5th April, 1898, with the results shown below :—

Allowances
granted.

Allowances
increased.

Allowances
reduced.

Allowances
continued.

Consideration
postponed. Kefused. Discharged.

501 66 137 278 62 154 109

The undermentioned Mothers are now in receipt of relief :—

Deserted Wires.

Widows.
Deserted
"Wives.

Husbands
Insane.

Husbands 
in G-aol.

Husbands in 
Govt. Asylums.

Husbands in 
Hospitals.

Total.

567 132 • 26 25 15 5 770
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During the year 1,618 children were admitted to control, 426 
of whom have since been discharged from control, leaving the total 
number now on the hooks, inclusive of 1,230 on at end of previous 
year, as 2,422. The ages are as under :—

Under. 
1 year. 6 to 7.2 to 3.1 to 2. 3 to 4. 4 to 5. 5 to 6. 9 to 10. to 11. to 12.

Discharges.

The children now under control are being paid for at the 
following rates:—

5s. 4s. 6d. 4s. 3s. 9d. 3s. 6d. 3s. 2s. 6J. 2s. Is. 6d. Is. Total.

24 2 24 i 8 4G6 824 813 227 33 2,422

The children now on the books belong to the religions set forth 
in the Schedule.

Discharged during period to 5/4/98.

The daily average is 1877.

Boaed Meetings.

There were thirty-two (32) sittings of the Board during the 
year, viz., 12 general, 1 special, and 19 adjourned, at which the 
members attended as follows:—The Hon. Sir Arthur Renwick, Kt.,
M.D., M.L.C., President, 31; Mrs. Garran, 29 ; Lady Manning, 26 ; 
Mrs. McMillan, 26; Lady Renwick, 26; Mrs. Goodlet, 20; Mrs. 
Slattery, 8; the Hon. W. J. Trickctt, M.L.C., 8; and the Hon. L. F. 
Heydon, M.L.C., 4.

On the 28th March, six (6) months’ leave of absence was 
granted to Mrs. McMillan, who was proceeding to England.

The Regulations under the Principal Act provided for monthly 
meetings of the Board; hut since the passing of the State Children 
Relief Act of 1896, the duties devolving upon the members of the 
Board have immeasurably increased. Thirty-two meetings had to be 
held during the past year, instead of twelve ; and, in addition to the 
twenty extra sittings, the members of the Board, in their zeal to 
administer the Act with conscientious regard to its intentions, have 
paid regular monthly visits to the nine Cottage Homes at Mittagong 
and Parramatta ; they have regularly inspected the material purchased 
for the children’s clothing; they have as well held regular financial 
meetings, and have frequently attended at the Board’s offices to gain 
an intimate knowledge of the working of the new department, in order 
that their subsequent decisions, when dealing with applications for

assistance
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assistance from widows and deserted wives, might he just to the 
mothers and their children without the interests of the Government 
being affected by the injudicious expenditure of the public money 
placed at their disposal for disbursement in the cause of charity.

Lady Visitors.

As is now well known, the State homes in various parts of the 
Colony are placed under the supervision of lady visitors, whose volun
tary services on behalf of the children cannot be too highly appreciated. 
The usual list is appended hereto, viz.:—Armidale, Mrs. Allingham, 
Mrs. J. J. Bliss; Albury, Mrs. E. Edmondson; Auburn, Mrs. C. 
Gannon, Miss Darmody; Bowral, Mrs. J. C. Bagot, Mrs. D’Arcy 
Irvine; Bega, Mrs. Evershed; Balmain, Miss C. B. It. Dixon, Mrs. W. 
McKenzie, Mrs. G. Boulton, Mrs. Venables, Mrs. Pole; Branxton, 
Mrs. J. A. Tulloch, Mrs. Bercini, Mrs. E. Smith; Bundanoon, Mrs. 
Osborn; Bathurst, Mrs. Marriott, Miss Newman, Miss C. White, Miss 
Meagher; Bulli, Mrs. H. Tate, Miss M. Hicks ; Berrima, Mrs. G. 
Shephard, Mrs. Wilshire; Bethungra, Mrs. M. Sawyer; Baulkham 
Hills, Mrs. W. M. Best; Burvvood, Mrs. Ireland; Box Creek, Mrs. 
E. Zouch; Brookfield, Mrs. S. Carlton; Berry, Mrs. E. Morris, Mrs. 
English; Boolong, Miss Grant; Burrawang, Mrs. W. I1. Brenning; 
Burrowa, Mrs. C. Eobinson, Mrs. J. H. Boucher ; Barraba, Mrs. 
Kidd ; Braidwood, Mrs. O’Brien, Mrs. Bayley; Cootamundra, Mrs. E. 
Barnes, Mrs. W. IT. Mathews, Mrs. E. G. Webster; Cobbitty, Mrs. 
G. H. Allnutt; Camden, Miss Eaymond; Camperdown, Mrs. E. 
Barnier; Chatswood, Mrs. A. M. Street; Canterbury, Mrs. Wilson; 
Croydon, Miss M. M. Stack ; Cassilis, Mrs. Maria Traill; Crookwell, 
Miss Olivia Smith; Carlingford, Mrs. H. Cox; Cambewarra, Mrs. 
Brennan; Cobargo, Mrs. E. Tarlinton; Cessnock, Mrs. M£Donald ; 
Campbelltown, Mrs. J. Kidd, Mrs. J. Loney; Deniliquin, Mrs. H. 
M‘Cullough, Mrs. A. H. Noyes, Mrs. Holt; Dungog, Mrs. M. Day, 
Mrs. Waller; Dalton, Mrs. H. T. Beresford ; Eorbes, Mrs. Beymond ; 
Goulburn, Mrs. Boss, Mrs. Oliver, Mrs. Arthur Chisholm, Mrs. 
Handcock-Burkitt, Mrs. William Chisholm, Mrs. De Lauret, Mrs. 
M£Killop, Mrs. E. Gillespie, Airs. Jessop, Mrs. Craig, Mrs. E. Zouch, 
Mrs. T. M£Killop, Mrs. C. H. Emery, Mrs. G. Sheaffe, Mrs. E. Kings- 
mill; Gundaroo, Miss K. Elliott; Grafton, Airs. E. A. Ebsworth, Mrs.
M. A. Lee, Mrs. A. Saunders, Mrs. A. Lipman, Mrs. T. Creagh, Mrs. 
J. S. M£Kittrick; Gosford, Mrs. J. K. Brown, Mrs. Eielder; Gresford, 
Mrs. B. Boy dell; George’s Plains, Mrs. M. Young; Gladesville, 
Mrs. Lumsdaine; Guildford, Mrs. Gurney; Granville, Mrs. E. B. 
Docker; Gordon, Mrs. Bichardson; Gunning, Mrs. Saxby; Gerringong, 
Miss M. Eoley, Miss M. Devery; Gerogery, Miss M. Vile; Hay, Mrs. 
Johnson, Mrs. Lavender; Hunter’s Hill, Mrs. Irving ; Homebush, 
Mrs. H. C. Kent; Hoxton Park, Mrs. E. AV. Biden; Ingleburn, Mrs. 
D. H. Warby; Jamberoo, Aliss S. Boyle, Miss. E. Colley ; Junee, Mrs. 
Studds; Kempsey, Mrs. Minnet; Kurrajong, Mrs. AI. Gray; Ka- 
toomba, Miss E. Gittins; Kelso, Mrs. G. S. Oakes; Kangaloon, Airs. 
W. E. Brenning; Leichhardt, Airs. J. J. Dougherty; Lambton, All's. 
Arnott, senr., Mrs. M. Turnbull; Largs, Airs. Warden; Lismore, Airs.
N. J. Simmons; Liverpool, Airs. E. J. Ashcroft, Airs. E. Simpson ; 
Maclean, Mrs. AITnnes; Maitland, Mrs. AI. Smith, Airs. P. Bafferty, 
Mrs. W. G. Lipscombe ; Alenangle, Mrs. Onsloiv; Alorpeth, Airs. E. H. 
Thomas; Mudgee, Mrs. E. J. AVillis, Airs. M. Crossing; Aloruya, Mrs. 
Williams; Alilton, Aliss Kendall; Marrickville, Mrs. W. W. Clarke, 
Mrs. A. E. Perkins ; Alarulan, Mrs. AI. E. Shaw; Molong, Airs. Alldis, 
Mrs. Browne, Airs. Panton; Minmi, Airs. M. A. Eroome; Newcastle, 
Mrs. Berkeley; Muswellbrook, Aliss Luke, Mrs. W. S. Wilson; Mur- 
rumbateman, Mrs. M. E. M£Clung; Manly, Airs. S. C. Douglas; 
Mosman, Mrs. E. M. Sayers; Newcastle, Mrs. AI£Donnell, Mrs. 
Cuthbertson, Airs. Mulholland, Mrs. M. Timbury; North Sydney, Mrs.

*66—0 T. O’Sullivan;
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T. O’Sullivan; Newtown, Mrs. It. Scott, Mrs. J. G. Clegg, Mrs. J. E. 
Lee, Mrs. Goldsmith, Mrs. Painter, Mrs. Howe, Mrs. M. Aszstalos ; 
Narrandera, Mrs. E. Elwin; Parramatta, Mrs. Inglis, Mrs. Gunther, 
Mrs. Hook, Mrs. Holt, Mrs. A. Quirk, Mrs. It. L. Eitzpatrick, Mrs. G. 
Lee, Mrs. C. H. M'Eerran; Orange, Mrs. James Dalton ; Penrith, 
Mrs. E. E. Lethbridge, Mrs. E. Woodriffe; Picton, Mrs. Gibson, Mrs. 
W. E,. An till, Mrs. Sheppard ; Prospect, Mrs. Eemmington; Pyrmont, 
Mrs. S. Euller, Mrs. H. T. Holliday ; Queanbeyan, Mrs. G. Campbell, 
Mrs. Willans; Redfern, Mrs. Boyce; Raymond Terrace, Mrs. J. Richard
son ; Ryde, Mrs. M. Plews, Mrs. M. E. Makinson ; Richmond, Mrs. 
Onus, Miss Onus; Rooty Hill, Mrs. R. Lister; Rouse Hill, Mrs. M. 
Pearce; Randwick, Mrs. Hellicar; Rookwood, Mrs. A. Gormley; 
Sutton Eorest, Mrs. A. G. Stoddart; Stroud, Mrs. Rushforth ; Stock
ton, Mrs. S. W. Smith; Summer Hill, Mrs. Holland; St. Peter’s, Mrs. 
E. D. Madgwick ; Stanmore, Mrs. W. Clarke; Singleton, Mrs. Moylan, 
Miss Snelson; The Burner, Mrs. Thompson ; Tamworth, Mrs. Middle
ton ; Tumut, Mrs. A. M. Brown; Toongabbie, Mrs. C. E. Wilmott, 
Mrs. E. Perry; Windsor, Mrs. J. B. Johnston, Mrs. Holland, Mrs. 
Hall, Miss Plall, Mrs. W. Dean, Mrs. Eitzpatrick; Wollongong, Mrs. 
Elder, Mrs. M. Eairweather; Wallsend, Mrs. Neilson; Waverley, 
Mrs. Best, Mrs. W. H. Simpson, Miss Walker; Wentworth, Mrs. 
W. B. Grang, Mrs. M. E. Morgan; Wallerawang, Mrs. Abbott; 
Wagga Wagga, Mrs. G. Coleman; Windeyer, Mrs. Mallon; Win- 
dellama, Mrs. Calthorpe; Wiseman’s Perry, Miss A. Wilson, Miss 
Laughton; Woodville, Mrs. Graham, Mrs. O. C. Thomas; Wybong 
Creek, Mrs. Cox; Wahroonga, Mrs. J. T. Toohey; Watson’s Bay, 
Mrs. Eitz-William Wentworth; Waterloo, Mrs. J. L. Alderson ; 
Yarrunga, Mrs. Throsby; Young, Mrs. Byrne, Mrs. Heeley; Yass, 
Mrs. B. Sheedv, Mrs. H. Eaunce.

Officials.

On 23rd November, Mr. Sydney Maxted, who has held the 
office of Director of Charities and Principal Boarding-out Officer since 
the initiation of the present system, was compelled, in consequence of 
ill-health, to retire from the Public Service. On the occasion of his 
retirement the Board passed a resolution expressing its regret at 
the cause, and its appreciation of his long-continued services.

Mr. Hanson, formerly connected with the Audit Department, 
was appointed to act as Director of Charities and Principal Boarding- 
out Officer on the retirement of Mr. Maxted, and has given the Board 
every satisfaction in the performance of his onerous and very 
responsible official duties.

Concluding Remarks.

In conclusion, I have much pleasure in conveying the thanks 
of the members of the Board to Mr. Critchett Walker, C.M.G., the 
Principal Under Secretary, and to Mr. Eosbery, the Inspector-General 
of Police, for the valuable assistance rendered to the Department 
during the year.

I have, &c.,
ARTHUR RENWICK,

. President.
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APPENDIX A.

Children placed out on 5th April, 1897 ......... ........................................................  2,085
„ from 6th to 30th April, 1897 .... .......................................
„ duringJVIay, 1897 ............................................................
„ „ June, 1897 ............................................................
„ „ July, 1897 .............................................................
„ „ August, 1897 ........................................................
„ „ September, 1897....................................................
,, „ October, 1897 .........................................................
„ „ November, 1897 ....................................................
,, ,, December, 1897 ....................................................
,, „ January, 1898........................................................
,, „ February, 1898 ..............i......................................
„ ,, March, 1898............................................................
,, ,, _ April, 1898 ............................................................ ......

Withdrawn from lastitutions and placed in Cottage Homes during year........... 29

Discharged during year ending 5th April, 1898 :—
Died .............................................................
Accidentally killed ....................................

Boys. Oirls. Total.
2,085 1,586 3,671

38 35 73
42 19 61
15 14 29
30 13 43
35 18 53
29 29 58
12 14 26
31 29 60
35 39 74

9 2 11
18 21 39
42 34 76

8 8 16
29 18 47

2,458 1,879 4,337

“Sobraon” ............................................
Deaf and Dumb and Blind Institution..
Mr. Ardill’s Home ................................
Benevolent Asylum, Sydney.................

,, Hospital for Insane, Newcastle.
„ Shaftesbury Beformatory ........
,, Newington Asylum...................
,, Drowned ....................................
„ Guardians...................................
„ Friends in America....................
,, Friends........................................
,, Married ....................................
,, Female Refuge, Tempe ............
„ Blind Institution, Lewisham.... 

Absconded........................................

State Children’s Department, Melbourne ,

Boys. Girls. Total
12 7 lO'l
4 4

160 126 286
12 12

3 "5 8
1 1
8 7 15

10 10
"2 2

1 1
1 1}i 1

7 ' ”7 14
. 1 1

h 18 29
1 1
2 2

... 1 1
12 1 13

134 72 206
1 U

375 253 628

2,083 1,626 3,709

APPENDIX B.
Showing the Ages at which Children have been placed out.

Under
1 year. 1 to 2. 2 to 3. 3 to 4. 4 to 5. B to 6. 6 to 7. 7 to 8. 8 to 9. 9 to 10. 10 to 11. 11 to 12. Over 12. Total.

272 308 578 736 752 815 898 858 951 893 735 544 713 9,053

APPENDIX C.
Table showing Religion (as recorded at Institutions) of all Children hitherto placed out.
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APPENDIX D.
Table showing Asylums from which Children have been taken.

180182 15:30 17



1362

20

APPENDIX E.
Institutions from which. Children treated at Cottage Homes for Sick Children have

been received during the year.
Benevolent

Asylum,
Sydney.

Central
Dep6t,

Paddington.
Little Bay. Sydney

Hospital. “ Sobraon.” Moorecliff
Hospital.

Deaf, Dumb, 
and Blind 

Institution.

Shaftesbury
Receiving

House.
Total.

35 6
j

6 47

APPENDIX E.
Distribution of Children under the control of the State Children Relief Department

on 5th April, 1898. . ,
Boarders. OO

X! >>
•d 1 O O

*3 ^ •« § o SS

10s.
Special,

8s.

Under 
3 years 

old,
7s.

Gs.
5s.
and

under.
Total.

CVu&A< A
do

pt
ci ®CQ 'S ^

a 2 o o CO

coV
X

1
OcD

o O gQ O
d ^

ft,4>ft
sll
O O o

uft,

£ to o c
*c

Boys....... i 2 13 13 1,357 1,386 554 51 18 14 4 12 33 11 2,083
Girls....... 4 11 25 1,008 1,048 364 60 20 2 1 3 114 14 1,626

Totals... i G 24 38 2,365 2,434 918 111 38 16 0 15 147 25 3,709 38

APPENDIX G.
The State Children’s Relief Branch, in account with the Colonial Treasurer,

April 5th, 1898.
Dr. * Cr.

5 April, 1897— £ s. d. £ s. d.
Balance................. 7 10 By Maintenance ...£33,023 15 0
Deposit from Treasury— a Clothing .......... 2,210 10 10

14 July, 1897...... 9,500 0 0 5,258 3 1
23 „ ...... 1,000 0 0 Medical .......... 535 0 11
24 Aug., „ ........ 1,500 0 0 Gras .................. 49 16 9
15 Sept., „ ...... 2,000 0 0 Books .............. 69 8 3
15 Oct., „ ....... 10,200 0 0 Incidentals ...... 329 1 3
30 Nov., „ ...... 900 0 0 Conveyance ...... 415 14 0
8 Dec., ........... 1,550 0 0 Travelling: ...... 1,728 11 9

13 Jan., 1898 ...... 4.200 0 0 Cottage Homes.. 3,229 5 8
19 ........... 6,000 0 0 a Depot .............. 222 4 9
11 Feb., „ ...... 1,400 0 0 >) Travelling ...... 300 0 0
4 Mar., ,, ...... 1,850 0 0 Deserted Wives
5 April, ,, ...... 8,000 0 0 and Widows... 11,794 7 6

15 „ „ ...... 2,500 0 0 Bay merits to Kc-
— 50,600 0 0 gistrars, C.P.A. 87 4 0

Salaries from Trea* Repayments to
sury .......................... 6,013 12 0 Treasury ...... 300 2 3

Accounts paid at Justice Dept. ... 11 11 0
Treasury .............. 762 10 3 Post and Tele-

6,776 2 3 graph Dept..., 30 2 1
Treasury and

g.p.o............ 1 2 0
59,596 1 1

.. Balance............. 778 9 0

£60,374 10 1 £60,374 10 1

. APPENDIX H.
Collections from Parents and others on account of Maintenances.

Dr. Cr.
Relatives Over-issue.

1897. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. 1897. £ 8. d.
30 April... ... 81 2 4 11 10 0 92 12 4 1 May—-By Treasury ... 92 12 4
31 May ... ... 56 13 6 1 10 0 58 3 6 1 June ... 58 3 6
30 June... ... 75 8 1 19 3 8 94 11 9 1 July ... 94 11 9
31 July .. ... 70 4 8 70 4 8 1 Aug. ... 70 4 8
31 Aug.... ... 47 6 2 33 11 .6 80 17 8 1 Sept. ... 80 17 8
30 Sept.... ... 63 4 8 11 6 8 74 11 2 1 Oct. ... 74 11 2
31 Oct. ... ... 90 12 10 44 19 0 135 11 10 1 Nov. ... 135 11 10
30 Nov.... ... 52 5 9 25 7 2 77 12 11 1 Dec. ... 77 12 11
31 Doc. ... ... 74 18 9 105 4 8 180 3 5 1898.

1898. 1 Jan. ... 180 3 5
31 Jan. ... ... 58 18 n 23 10 0 82 8 5 1 Feb. ... 82 8 5
28 Feb. ... ... 51 17 10 24 17 11 76 15 9 1 Mar. ... 76 15 9
31 March ... 69 16 10 41 7 8 111 4 6 1 April >> ... Ill 4 6

792 9 10 342 8 1 1,134 17 11 £1,134 17 11

APPENDIX I.



1363

21

APPENDIX I.
Showing Social Antecedents of all Children hitherto placed out under the Boarding-

out System in New South Wales.
Father dead, mother blind ..............................   2

contributes to support .................................................................. 24
dead ........................................................................   745
deserted...............................................................................................  126
destitute ............................................................................................1,218
drunkard ...........................................................................................  103
consumptive....................................................................................... 15
half-caste aboriginal ...................................................................... 8
in asylum .................................   39
in gaol .........................................................................................  85
killed by step-father ...................................................................... 2
simple ............................................................................................... 5
cannot control ................................................................................... 2
supports one (illegitimate) child ..........................................
insane............................................................................................
prostitute .........................................
paralysed .........................................
sickly.................................................
unknown .........................................
vagrant .............................................
in hospital........................................
hanged .............................................

step-father deserted, mother destitute......
,, „ ,, unknown ..
>> • ,, ,, in gaol ..... '
,, „ ,, cripple .......

hanged, mother destitute ....................................
hanged himself, mother destitute.........................
killed in a fight, mother dissolute habits .........

,, mother destitute .......... ,........................
dead, step-father contributes, mother unknown

deserted, mother consumptive...............................................
contributes ...............................................
single, 3 children.......................................
insane..........................................................
dead ..........................................................
destitute ...................................................
drunkard ..................................................
deserted (legitimate) ................................

,, (illegitimate)...............................
supports one (legitimate) child ..............
living in adultery ....................................
committed suicide ....................................
in gaol ......................................................
found sleeping with children in paddock
in service ..................................................
in asylum ..................................................

,, children living with Indians ...
eloped with another man .........................
in hospital..................................................
prostitute ..................................................
paralysed (illegitimate) ............................
supports illegitimate child.........................
supports 2 illegitimate children .............
unknown ..................................................
ill.................................................................

in gaol, mother destitute..........................................................
dead ..........................................................
destitute (illegitimate) ............................
drunkard ..................................................
deserted......................................................
in gaol ......................................................
in asylum with child ................................
in hospital ...............................................
insane..........................................................
sickly..........................................................
prostitute ..................................................
partially blind ...........................................
unknown ..................................................
vagrant ......................................................

ane, mother insane.............................................................
contributes ...................................................
dead.................................................................
destitute.........................'................................
deserted ..........................................................
in asylum ......................................................
in gaol.............................................................

committed suicide, mother immoral ....................................
unknown, mother contributes ...............................................

deserted......................................................
destitute.....................................................
dead ..........................................................
insane .........................................................
in gaol .....................................................
in hospital..................................................
prostitute ................................................

,, and thief....................................
,, (found in brothel)....................

. vagrant ......................................................
killed by mother, mother acquitted........................................

o
70

80
3

89
46
42

1150
16

1 
10
3

- 4
5
3
1 
1

13 
18 

2 
55 

382 
918 

49 
226 
146 

11 
11 

. 2 
105 

2 
57
57 

2
4 

89
110

2
13
6 

68 
45

236
113

11
19 
26 
91

9
8
8

16
40

8
14 
7 6 
3

21
58
14 

1 
6 
3

15 
66

120
61
31
58
44
66

5 
14
20 

3
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Father deserted, mother deaf and dumb..................................................................... 1

,, ,, mother supports 2 insane children ............................................ 2
,, unknown, ,, unknown ............................................................................  268

,, native of Islands .............................................. 1
drunkard............................................................................. 14
cripple, with illegitimate family of 6.............................. 1
simple ................................................................................ 7

helpless, mother dead.................................................................................... 7
deserted ............................................................................. 8
insane ................................................................................ 5
in gaol................................................................................ 4
destitute ............................................................................. 1L

drunkard, ,, bedridden............................................................................ 5
destitute ............................................................................. 60
deserted ............................................................................. 17
dead .................................................................................... 65
in gaol ................................................................................  13
prostitute............................................................................  11
drunkard............................................................................ 32

and cripple, mother drunkard ..................................................... 6
mother in hospital ......................................................................... 9

cannot work, blind, mother destitute............................................................. 2
,, ,, cripple, mother bad character (illegitimate) ......................... 2
» ,, „ „ in gaol ......................................... ................... 3
„ „ ,, ,, deserted ..........................................................  10
,, ,, consumptive, mother destitute .............................................. 3

blind, mother dead............................................................................................. 4
cannot work, deformed, mother prostitute ................................................. 3

destitute, mother ill ................................................................. 26
„ ,, dead............................................................. 12

broken ankles, mother deserted............................................. 1
in asylum, mother deserted ..................................................... 8

,, ,, in asylum ................................................... 3
destitute ,, deserted ....................................................... 12
mother destitute......................................................................... 10
ill, mother ill............................................................................. 15
in hospital, mother insane......................................................... 27

,, ,, destitute..................................................... 35
invalid, mother doubtful character.......................................... 1
in hospital, mother unknown ................................................. 7
paralysed, mother deserted ..................................................... 6
consumptive, mother in asylum ............................................. 7
in asylum, mother bad repute................................................. 7

,, ,, prostitute ..................   7
consumptive, mother dead ..................................................... 11
consumptive, mother has other children .............................. 1
one arm, mother drunkard ............     1
subject to fits, mother dead..................................................... 5 •
hip disease, mother dead ......................................................... 2
mother dead................................................................................ 36

,, deserted.......................................................................... 3
,, destitute.......................................................................... 32
,, bad character.........................................................   7

in hospital, mother in gaol ..................................................... 2
blind, mother deserted ............................................................. 5
in hospital, mother drunkard ................................................. 2
consumptive, mother delicate ................................................. 4

cannot work, sickly, mother sickly................................................................. 8
,, ,, in hospital, mother in hospital ..............................................  16

contributes, mother dead ...............    162
deserted............................................................................. 25
drunkard ......................................................................... 42
insane................................................................................ 3
in gaol ............................................................................  11
in gaol (illegitimate) ..................................................... 1
prostitute ..............   26
unknown ......................................................................... 18
sickly......... ...........................................\......................... 7
ill-treats child................................................................. 10

cannot support, out of work, mother drunkard .......................................... 17
unemployed, mother deserted .............................................  128

,, ,, dead ........................... -................... 341
„ „ iU ..................................................... 20
,, ,, in asylum

mother ill....................................
,, insane............................
„ cannot support .............
,, dead................................

......................... r*
.................................. 4
.................................. 34
.................................. 141
.................................................. 24

of dissolute habits, mother prostitute ................................ 10
French convict, mother dead ...........................................    2
has 15 children, mother dead ............................................... 2

ill, mother dead .................................................................................................. 15
,, ,, ,, destitute ......................................................................................... 18
,, ,, ,, in hospital......................................................................................... 9
,, ,, ,, support 2 children .......................................................................... 2
,, cannot support, has 7 children, mother dead ............................................. 1
,, ,, has large family ...................................................................... 1
,, ,, an actor, mother prostitute .................................................. 1
,, ,, keeps 2 children, mother insane.......................................... 1
,,* ,, unemployed, mother in gaol...........................................  4
,, ,, of dissolute habits, mother dead .....................   0
,, ,, children uncontrollable, mother dead ................................ 6
,, ,, an Indian, mother unknown.................................................. 2^
,, at sea, mother in hospital ................................................................................. 10
,, ,, ,, deserted .................................................................................... 3
,, ,, ,, immoral.......................................................... -...................... 4

Mother contributes ................. ...........................  ....................................................... 3
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Mother has bad leg ........................................................................................................ 1
,, in gaol ................................................................................................................ 3
,, in asylum............................................................................................................. 9
,, insane ................................................................................................................. 1
,, drunkard ............................................................................................................. 4
,, half-caste .........................................................................................   1
a,' ,, living with man at Narrabri .......................................................... 1
,, ,, in service, another illegitimate child .......................................... 2
,, confined of another illegitimate child.............................................................. 4
,, destitute ............................................................................................................. ,3

Father-ill treats mother, mother pregnant................................................................. 2
,, ,, ,, . ,, deserted ................................................................. 9
,, cannot control, mother dead............................................................................. 4

Parents keep a brothel.................................................................................................... 4
Child from Dublin Orphan Asylum ............................................................................ 1
Father attempted to outrage child, mother in hospital............................................. 1
Parents acquitted of murder, mother in gaol for sheep-stealing.............................. 1
Parents unable to control ............................................................................................ 95
Father bad character, mother dead ............................................................................  10

,, ,, ,, bad character ............................................................. 9
,, killed child and stabbed wife ......................................................................... 3
,, neglects child, mother insane .......................................................................... 4
,, too old to work, mother unknown ................................................................ 2
„ in hospital, mother destitute............................................................................  25
,, ,, ,, drunkard .......................................................................... 5
»» ,» ,3 dead...................................................................................... 2
.3 > 3 33 in gaol......................................................................  I

Foundlings .......................................................................................................................  110
Miscellaneous...................................................................................................................  171

Total ........................................................................ 9,053

APPENDIX J.
Mrs. Marriott, Deanery, Bathurst:—

It has always been a marvel to me that so much interest and affection should be shown by the 
foster-mothers under the provisions of the Act. I regard every guardian as a self-sacrificing benefactor 
to the State, and can only be thankful that there should be so many such for the children’s sake. I 
regard the system as an ideal one.
Mrs. M. An till, Picton :—

The boarding-out system answers well in this district. The children are well taken care of, 
and are very happy and healthy.
Miss M. A. Asztalos, Newtown :—

Judging from what has come under my personal knowledge, all the State children in my district 
are happily and comfortably placed. The guardians seem to treat them as they would their own.
Miss E. Colley, Jamberoo:—

So far as my observation has gone, the children who are under my supervision are well 
cared for and the best relations exist between children and guardians.
Mrs. J. J. Bliss, Armidale :—

The children boarded-out in my district compare favourably with children who are under their 
own parents’ care. They all seem happy and look well.
Mrs. A. Berkeley, Newcastle :—

I think the boarding-out system an excellent arrangement. The State children boarded-out in 
my district are even more loved aud better cared-for as wards of the State than those under the care 
of their own parents.

Mrs. M. M. Dalton, Orange:—
As far as my experience goes, the children boarded out by the State are better eared for than 

many children living with their parents. ’
Mrs. C. Gannon, Auburn :— '

From my observation, as lady visitor in the Auburn district, I think that the children of the 
State compare favourably with children living with their own parents. The relations existing between 
the children and their guardians seem satisfactory.
Mrs. Gibson, Picton :—

_ The State children who come under my notice are better cared for than many others living with 
their parents. In some cases the guardians are quite proud of their foster-children.
Mrs. A. Gormley, Bookwood : —

I think the boarding-out system is working admirably, as the little ones seem to be contented 
and happy.

Mrs. R. Lipman, Grafton :—
I beg to express my pleasure at the result of the boarding-out system for dealing with State 

children.

Miss Maud Vile, Gerogery :—
From what I have seen of the boarding-out system of State children, my opinion is that it is 

highly successful.

Mrs. N. Oakes, Kelso :—.
The State children under my supervision appear to be perfectly happy with their guardians, 

and could not, under any ordinary circumstances, be better cared for than at present.
Mrs. O’Brien, Braidwood :—

The children belonging to the State in this district are in good health, and are carefully looked 
after by their guardians.

Mrs. D. Osborn, Bundanoon:— -
I have much pleasure in again giving my testimony as to the boarding-out system. The children 

in my district are doing well, and in every sense are comfortable, happy, and well attended. I believe 
the home life they have with their guardians is much preferable to the barrack system. Mrs.
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Mrs. M. Foie, Balmain ■ '
I have much pleasure in expressing my opinion in favour of the bcarding-out systeih. Asa rul^, 

the children are well cared for, and their health is exceptionally good.
Mrs. Bichardson, “St. Ives,” Sydney :—

As to the results of the boarding-out system, I should say, as far as I have been able to judge 
from the homes in my district, that it is undoubtedly successful. The children appear to be well cared 
for, and compare very favourably with those who are living with their own parents.

Mrs. E. M. Sayers, Mosman :—
The boarded-out children under my supervision seem very happy and contented, and look 

healthy and well cared for.

Mrs. M. Scott, Newtown :—
^ ^ I have much pleasure in stating, from my personal experience during the past four years as lady 

visitor of State children, that the boarded-out system acts splendidly ; all the children under my 
supervision have good homes and are well cared for, and as a rule a good feeling prevails between 
guardians and children; indeed, the children so provided for compare very favourably with those under 
the care of their own parents.

Mrs. B. A. Sheehy, Yass :—
I have always found that the State children boarded-out in the district under my supervision 

are neatly dressed and apparently well cared for. The relations existing between the children and 
their guardians seem to be very satisfactory. The children seem to be as well provided for as those 
under the care of their own parents.
Mrs. E. Simpson, Liverpool:—

I have much pleasure in stating that the relations existing between the children under my 
supervision and their guardians are those of sympathy, kindness, and affection. The children answrer 
readily and satisfactory the questions I ask them, and compare favourably with children under the care 
of their parents. I consider the present boarding-out system an excellent one.
Mrs. W. H. Simpson, Waverley :—

, ^ My experience as a visitor for the last ten years is that in most cases that have come under my 
notice the children are well cared for, and have the advantage of a comfortable home ; in some 
instances they are loved and made much of, so that I come to the conclusion that the system is a good 
one.

Mrs. A. M. Street, Chatswood :—
I am happy to express may entire approval of the boarding-out system. The cases that have 

come under my notice enable me to say that I think boarded-out children compare favourably with 
those in their own homes who have their parents to look after them.
Mrs. M. Turnbull, Lambton :— .

I am happy to say that as far as my district is concerned the boarding-out system works well ; 
all the children under my supervision have good homes, and there seems a happy relationship between 
them and their guardians.

Miss Wilson, Wiseman’s Ferry :—
So far as the children under my supervision are concerned, their behaviour and appearance 

compare very favourably with other children.
Mrs. U. S. Wilson, Muswellbrook :—

The State children in this district are all well treated, fed, and clothed. I have never had any 
complaints of unkindness or neglect from the children under my supervision.
Mrs. C. E. Willmot, Toongabbie :—

The State children who come under my supervision are well cared for, and take their place 
amongst the other children at the local school without any slur being cast upon them, as is generally 
the case with State children when reared in the Government institutions. There is no doubt that in 
after life these children, through receiving the same training as those of an ordinary family, will 
become useful members of society.

The Public School Teacher, Adamstown :—
The State children attend regularly, are well clothed, and indicate by their appearance that 

they are well cared for at home. They are all progressing satisfactorily in their school studies, and 
compare favourably with other pupils.

The Teacher, Superior Public School, Annandale : —
The majority of State children attending this school compare favourably with the other children.

The Teacher, Superior Public School, Annandale :—
# The State children attending this school appear to have good homes. They compare favourably 

with the other pupils.

The Public School Teacher, Arncliffe : —
The children attending my school are well-clad and fed, and in behaviour and mental effort 

compare favourably with the other pupils. *
The Public School Teacher, Auburn :— '

# I think the boarding-out system is very good, and feel quite certain that the children must be 
happier than they would be in an institution. They compare favourably with the other children in 
the school; in some cases looking cleaner and better in every way.

The Teacher, Superior Public School, Bathurst :—
The State children attending the school under my charge are healthy-lookicg, and seem quite 

happy and contented, and they attend regularly.

The Public School Teacher, Baulkham Hills :—
The children attending this school, who are boarded out, come to school clean and tidy, and 

appear to be well cared for, and in all respects compare favourably with other children attending this 
school.

The Public School Teacher, Balgownie :—
The State children appear to me to be well cared for, both as regards food and clothing. It 

would be impossible for a stranger to distinguish them from the other pupils. They appear in many 
cases to be even better provided for than many of the other children in the school.
The Public School Teacher, Baw Baw :—

# The State children have been well looked after. They compare favourably with the other 
children under my supervision in their attendance at school, in attainments, and general conduct.

The
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The Public School Teacher, Bowral:— .
So far as the conduct of State children in school and school-grounds is concerned, .they are as 

well behaved as the other children. They appear to be well looked after in their homes, being clean 
and tidy. ■■ ,

' The Public School Teacher, Bondi :— ...
The four State children under my charge compare favourably with any pupils in the school. 

They seem to be as well cared for and as happy as the other children, and their behaviour in school is 
all that could be wished.
The Public School Teacher, Brookfield :—

From all appearances the State children are well cared for, and are suitably clothed and fed. 
They attend school regularly. It is a pleasure to me to hear the children speak of their guardians as 
“father” and “mother.”
The Public School Teacher, Bundanoon :—

The State children attending this school compare favourably with other children in dress and 
cleanliness, and also in mental capacity.

The Public School Teacher, Canley Vale :—
Speaking from a nine years’ acquaintance of the system of boarding-out children, in no case that » 

has come under my supervision have I found cause for complaint. The children have invariably been 
well cared for and well conducted.

The Public School Teacher, Chatswood .
There are three State children attending this school. They attend regularly ; are well clothed 

and appear to be very kindly treated by those in whose charge they have been placed.

The Public School Teacher, Coolangatta
Two children, who are boarded out, attend this school. They attend very regularly, are 

always well clothed and seem very happy. I am sure they are well looked after. Their conduct at 
school is very good.

The Public School Teacher, Cobbitty :—■
The boarding out of State children is a decided success. Those placed around Cobbitty, have 

good homes ; are thoroughly well cared for ; are neat, clean ; regular in their attendance at school and 
evince good home-training by their general conduct.

The Teacher, Croydon Sup. Public School:—
The State children attending this school are well looked after ; are regular in attendance, 

punctual; and compare very favourably with the other children attending this school.

The Public School Teacher, Cullinga :— ' .
The two State children now attending my school are always clean, neat, and tidy, and are 

healthy looking, well-fed, and comfortably clothed ; and are also well behaved. There are several 
young men working in this district who were boarded out some few years ago, they are now industrious 
and well-behaved young men, well able to compete in the battle of life. .

The Public School Teacher, Ermington :—
The two State children under my charge at the present time have the appearance of being well 

cared for, and I should think they receive kind treatment. They compare favourably with others 
under my supervision. ' '

The Public School Teacher, Forrester :— "
The State children under my charge are progressing satisfactorily, and compare quite favourably 

with the other children.
The Public School Teacher, Gladesville :—

There are more than twenty State children among my scholars and they certainly do not appear 
to disadvantage when compared with the others. Amongst the best clad and nurtured of my pupils 
are some of these little ones.

The Public School Teacher, Glenhaven :—
The State children attending this school appear to me to be well-cared for, and they compare 

very favourably with the other children under my supervision.

The Public School Teacher, Eastgrove, Goulburn :—
The children, with few exceptions, appear to be well looked after, and compare favourably with 

other children, both in appearance and in attendance at school. ' ”

The Teacher, Public School, Gordon :—
The State girl who attends this school compares favourably with my other pupils, both as regards 

dress and behaviour, and I feel certain she receives every care at the hands of her guardian.

The Public School Teacher, Gundaroo :—
There are five State children attending my school; they attend more regularly than any other 

of my pupils, are always cleanly and tidily dressed, and appear healthy and well-fed. They show every 
indication of good treatment and of living in as much comfort and happiness as ordinary country 
children living with their parents. '

The Public School Teacher, Gunning :—
There are at present five State children attending this school. They are well treated, their 

guardians making no distinction, apparently, between them and their own children. They are regular 
and punctual, and compare very favourably indeed with the other children. It is quite a pleasure to 
see the interest their guardians take in their welfare, and how very prompt they are to speak in their 
behalf when they consider them unjustly accused.

The Public School Teacher, Ingleburn :—
The result of my observations is that the boarding-out system works admirably. The State 

children compare favourably in dress, appearance, and general bearing with those of well-to-do parents, 
and, owing to more constant attendance at school, outstrip the latter in progress.

The Public School Teacher, Kayuga :—
My experience is limited to two cases. These State children compare very favourably with the 

other children under my supervision. . ,

The Teacher, Kogarah Superior Public School:—
As far as my experience goes, the results of the boarding-out system appear to be eminently 

satisfactory. The children appear well cared for, and present no striking contrast to the other pupils 
of the school.

The
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The Public School Teacher, Kellyville :—
The State children attending this school are well-cared for. They are kept scrupulously clean 

and tidy, and are sent regularly to school. Their conduct in school is good, and at home they appear 
to be contented and happy; their guardians take great interest in the children, and make great efforts 
to train them to be methodical and careful in their habits.

The Public School Teacher, Liverpool : —
The State children who have attended this school appeared to me to be well-cared for, kindly 

treated, and contented. As pupils they were well conducted, and compared favourably with the other 
children under my supervision.

The Public School Teacher, Spring Creek, Nadgingowar :—
At present there is only one State child attending the schools under my charge. He is always 

comfortably clad and has every appearance of being well-fed, and on the whole he has a much better 
time of it than many of the children living with their parents.

The Public School Teacher, Manar and Virginia, Manar :—
I have had two pupils only, under my supervision, one for a few months only, the other for a 

period of about one year and six months. From what I can observe of this latter child, as she has a good 
home and guardian, attends school regularly, and is always neatly and cleanly dressed, appears to have 
a sufficient supply of food, and compares favourably with the other children under my supervision.
The Public School Teacher, Mittagong :—

. The State children attending this school compare favourably in appearance with the other 
children of the school. They come regularly, and are-clean, tidy, and generally appear to be wcll-cared 
for.

The Teacher, Public Infants’ School, Mittagong ;—
I have thirty-nine State children enrolled in the Infants’ department. These children appear to 

be well-fed, well-clad, and clean. They compare favourably in appearance with the other children.
The Public School Teacher, Cook’s Hill, Newcastle :—

In the cases that have come under my notice the State children appear to be quite as well-cared 
for as those who are living with their parents—indeed, in some cases they are better off. In the 
matter of attendance at school and tidiness they compare very favourably with the other pupils.
The Public School Teacher, Nelson’s Plains :— •

At present there is only one State child that I know of in this school district. He is treated in 
every way as one of the family, and seems to be quite happy and well-cared for in every way.
The Teacher, Girls’ Department, Superior Public School, Newcastle :—

The State children who attend this school compare very favourably with other children under 
my supervision. .

The Public School Teacher, North Newtown :—
The children attending this school are in many cases more regular in attendance, better dressed, 

and more carefully taught at home than many of those whose parents have full charge of them. I am 
quite satisfied with those in my own department. *

The Public School Teacher, Ourimbah :—
From what I have seen of the one State child under my care, I feel satisfied she is remarkably 

well-cared for. The child compares favourably in appearance with the children at this school.
The Teacher, Superior Public School, Picton :—

As far as my knowledge extends, the State children, in point of intelligence, and conduct, are 
of the average standard ; they seem to have comfortable homes, and treated with such kindness and 
consideration as would be shown by parents rather than paid guardians.
The Teacher, Penrith Superior Public School: —

The children are uniformly neat, clean, and well-conducted. They do not compare unfavour
ably with other children in any respect. .

The Teacher, Superior Public School, Parramatta North
From the evidence of my staff, and the general appearance of the State children, I have little 

doubt that here, as elsewhere, the system is a decided success.
The Public School Teacher, Piaymond Terrace :—.

I have noticed the condition of a great many of these children, and find in nearly every case 
that they are well-fed and cared for, are sent regularly to school, and are learning to become creditable 
members of the community. Their progress at school has been quite as satisfactory as that of the 
children under the care of their own parents.

The Public School Teacher, Shellharbour :—
The cases with which I am familiar cause me to speak in high terms of the boarding-out system. 

The boys seem willing and contented.

The Public School Teacher, St. Albans :—
. . The State children under my charge compare favourably with other children under my super

vision. They are well-fed, lodged, and clothed, and their average attendance compares favourably 
with the other children.

The Public School Teacher, St. Ives
The children under my care in this district are well-fed and clothed, and while they have in all 

cases been -well worked in healthy occupation (orchard work), their -work would be exceedingly 
beneficial to them. ‘

The Public School Teacher, South Strathfield : —
There are seven State children attending this school. They attend regularly, are well-behaved, 

and are making satisfactory progress. They look well-cared for, and compare favourably with the 
other pupils of this school.

The Public School Teacher, St. Peter’s :—
Regarding the State children boarded out, my experience, here and elsewhere, is that they 

compare very favourably with the majority of pupils attending school.
The Public School Teacher, Sackville Reach :—

The six State children attending my school seem to be well looked after. They attend school 
regularly, are always clean and well dressed, and compare most favourably with the other children 
under my supervision.

The
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The Public School Teacher, Thirlmere :—
I think that the State children attending this school compare favourably with majority of other

pupils.

The Public School Teacher, Narrandera :—
The State children in attendance at this school appear, clean, well-fed, and are regular in their 

attendance. They compare most favourably with other children in the school.

The Public School Teacher, Ulladulla :—
So far as the State children in this district are concerned, the system has proved highly 

successful, the children being well-cared for in every way, and likely to become useful members of 
society.

The Public School Teacher, Ultimo :—
My experience of boarded-out children is that I have always found them to be in no way 

distinguishable from others in the humbler walks of life.

The Public School Teacher, Waverley
As far as I am able to judge, the boarding-out system is attended by very satisfactory results. 

The children appear to be well-fed, well-clothed ; • they attend school regularly, and in all respects 
compare favourably with other children.

The Public School Teacher, Watson’s Bay :—
There is only one State child attending this school; her attendance, conduct, and tidiness of > 

dress compare favourably with the other pupils.

The Teacher, Girls’ Superior Public School, Woollahra :—
The half-dozen State children under my charge are comfortably clothed, well‘ffcurished and 

cared for, and appear happy and contented. They compare favourably with the average child of our 
schools.

The Public School Teacher, Wiseman’s Perry :—
AVith reference to the State children attending the school under my charge, they appear to be 

well-cared for, well-clothed, and as happy as the other children. They are kept employed at some 
farm or orchard work on Saturdays, and in the mornings and evenings during the summer months— 
a good healthy training for boys. The guardians are sober, steady, and industrious people, likely to 
inculcate habits of frugality and industry.

The Public School Teacher, Woolwich :—
The State children who attended the AYoolwich Public School appeared to be as well-cared for 

as most children who live with their parents.

The Public School Teacher, Woonona :—
Many State children have come under my notice, and in all cases they compare most favourably 

with other children, and are happy and concent in the freedom and privilege they enjoy.

The Teacher, AVallsend Superior Public Girls’ School:—
The State children attending this school compare favourably with the other children. They 

appear to be well-fed, are comfortably clothed, and their attendance is very satisfactory.

The Public School Teacher, AVentworth :—•
There are three children boarded out in this town. They are well-cared for by their respective 

guardians, and come to school regularly ; and in appearance and attainments compare favourably with 
the other children under my charge. '

APPENDIX K.

[Map.]

Sydncj-: William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1893.
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REPORT

The Clerk-in-Charge, Department' of Labour and Industry, to The Honorable 
Jacob Garrard, Minister for Public Instruction, Labour and Industry.

Sir, Department of Labour and Industry, 31st January, 1898.
I have the honor to furnish, in accordance with the provisions of section 17, the first Annual 

Report on the working of the Factories and Shops Act of 1896, for submission to Parliament.
The report covers the period from the proclamation of the Metropolitan district to the close of 

last year. _ _
Unlike similar legislation in other Colonies, this Act did not on coming into force become 

applicable to the whole Colony, but only to such portions of it as were from time to time proclaimed to 
be factory districts.

- In accordance with this provision, a proclamation was issued on the 25th of January last year,
the Act having come into force on the first day of that month, declaring Sydney and a number of the 
suburban Electoral Districts to be a district bearing the title of “ The Metropolitan Factories and Shops 
District.” This district covers an area of over 500 square miles, and extends from Sydney as far west as 
Parramatta, north to Broken Bay, and south to G-eorge’s River, embracing the following Electoral 
Districts:—Annandale, Ashfield, Balmain North, Balmain South, Botany, Burwood, Canterbury, Dar
lington, Glebe, G-ranville, Leichhardt, Marrickville, Paddington, Parramatta, Petersham, Randwick, Ryde, 
Redfern, St. George, St. Leonards, Waverley, "Woollahra, Willoughby, "Waterloo, and Warringah; Sydney- 
Belmore, Bligh, Lang, Phillip, Cook, Denison, Fitzroy, Pyrmont, Flinders, Gipps, King (excepting South 
Solitary, Montague, and Lord Howe Islands) Divisions; Newtown-Camperdown, Erskine, and St. Peters 
Divisions. _

• On January the 29th the regulations under the Act prescribing the sanitary requirements, also
forms of notices to be given and returns and records to be made in accordance with its provisions, 
were published, and during the following month the Public Service Board selected Miss Annie Jane 
Duncan, late Inspector of Workrooms under the Vestry of St. Mary Abbotts (Eng.), from a large number 
of applicants, to be the inspector on the women’s side, and transferred Mr. W. I. Taylor, late of the 
Statistician’s Office, and Mr. W. Armitage, civil engineer, from other branches of the Service, to be senior 
and junior male inspectors respectively. The Clerk-in-Charge of the department was also, for depart

' mental purposes, appointed an inspector under the Act, and named as the person on whom occupiers of 
factories in the Metropolitan district should serve notices of registration.

Notices were inserted for several weeks in the columns of the local Press, notifying occupiers of 
factories of the provisions of the Act with regard to registration, and calling on them to apply for the 
formal notice to register. Simultaneously a concise abstract of the Act was published in pamphlet 
form, and on receipt of applications was posted to occupiers. Chinese residents were at the same time 
apprised of the provisions of the Act by advertisement in the journal published in their language, and by 
a specially translated abstract in the form of a poster distributed through their business quarters. Upon 
receipt of the required particulars the occupiers were registered, and certificates of registration issued to 
them in the prescribed form. At the close of the year 1,787 factories had been registered. Of this 
number, 114 registrations had been cancelled consequent on the removal of occupiers. * This gives 1,673 as 
the number of registered factories in the Metropolitan district in occupation at the end of 1897.

It may be convenient at this stage to explain that the following places are factories within the 
meaning of the Act:—

(I.) Any place (including a laundry, dyewofks, and bakehouse) in which four or more persons are 
engaged directly or indirectly in working at any handicraft, or in preparing or manufacturing 

; articles for trade or sale. _
This does not, however, include any place in which the persons engaged in working are 

shown, to the satisfaction of the Minister, to be all members of one family. ’ '
(II.) Any place (irrespective of the number of persons employed, or the fact that they are members

- of the same family) in which steam or other mechanical power or appliance is used—
(a) In manufacturing goods ; or
(b) In packing them for transit.

■ (HI-) Any place in which two or more Chinese are so engaged.
Coincidentally with the work of registration, the district was divided into two parts for purposes 

•of inspection. Eor a few weeks the inspectors worked together so as to acquire a similar method of 
carrying out their duties, but thereafter each worked systematically in his own division. As was expected, 
numerous cases were found of factory occupiers ignorant of the requirements of the Act, and these had 
to be instructed and their places registered. The female inspector at the same time commenced a 

' systematic inspection of the factories and shops in the city where female labour was employed. A code 
of rules was issued to the inspectors for their guidance, and a general instruction given them that, 
inasmuch as legislation of this nature was new to the community, they must for some time regard their 
duties rather as those of instructors than of inspectors in search of violations of a law long established. 
They were directed to point out the provisions of the Act, and to endeavour to procure compliance with 

. them by appeals to judgment and reason rather than by calling attention to the penalties the law imposed 
for their violation ; in short, to so far as possible secure observance of the Act without appeal to the 
Courts. Subsequently it became necessary to punish certain offenders, but in no case was this course 
resorted to till ample opportunity had been given to conform to the law.

: *33—A Instructions
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Instructions were also given to the inspectors to endeavour to immediately secure the carrying out 
of the health clauses of the Act, and so far as the women working in the factories were concerned, the 
provision for them of separate and adequate sanitary accommodation. The figures quoted under the 
special paragraphs devoted to sanitation will give some idea of the useful work already accomplished in
these directions by the Department. ^ .

The work of the female inspector was, in the early part of the year, limited to those factories in 
the city in which women-labour alone was employed, such as laundries ; she then extended her inspection 
to the women’s side of those factories in which both sexes are employed, and subsequently visited the 
shops in which women were engaged. The experience gained in the first six months of inspection led her 
to express to me, in an interim report, her surprise at the absolute want of consideration from which 
women had to suffer in the lack of privacy and sanitary accommodation. In this respect, however, bydney 
is not exceptional, for until the recent appointment in England of a corps of female^ inspectors, no better 
conditions prevailed in a country where factory inspection had been in active operation for years. _

In the last English report Miss Squire states that “ where separate accommodation already exists, 
it has not always been found to be suitable, sanitary conveniences without doors, or opening out of work, 
rooms where men and women are employed, or those for men and women placed side by side in a passage 
or yard.” Exactly similar conditions were reported by our inspectors, whose statements will be found on a 
subsequent page, to exist here. When the factories in the city had been inspected, the shops were taken
in hand, and a like state of affairs found in them. . . . , .

The male inspectors, in addition to giving close attention to the sanitary conditions of factories, 
also enforced, so far as was practicable, the requirements of the Act with regard to the fencing of 
machinery. In connection with this branch of the work, the English Board of Trade and the United 
States Department of Labour were communicated with, for the purpose of obtaining diagrams of the 
machinery guards used in those countries. Erom both departments a number of valuable works of 
reference, plans, and diagrams have been received, and have proved of great use to the inspectors m 
carrying out this portion of their work. _

During the year the inspectors made 2,786 official visits to factories and shops. This number does 
not, however, include many calls subsequent to the first to see that instructions had been carried out. 
In some cases as many as half a dozen such calls have been made. « i irr i i. c

In August last a deputation waited on you, representing the JNew South Wales _ Chamber of 
Manufactures, suggesting that certain amendments should be made in the Act. The following list of the 
principal'suggestions and your replies thereto embodies the substance of the representations then made.—■

Submitted by the deputation:—
Part I section 7 (sub-section i).—It is recommended before the inspector proceeds to examine the factory that he first 

notifies the proprietor or manager at the office at the works (sub-section v), and that a principal or managing employee may 
accompany the inspector through the works.

Reply :—
Instructions have been given to inspectors when proceeding to examine a factory for the first time to wait on the 

proprietor, explain to him the provisions of the Act, and ask him to accompany the inspector on his first visit of inspection. 
In order to avoid any appearance of discourtesy in this respect, visits have been made repeatedly at the same factory, but
inspection deferred in the absence of the proprietor. .. , ,, , i, u o i. „ (-n.

In all subsequent visits, however, the inspector is instructed to use his discretion whether he should first see the 
proprietor or not, as it is manifest that an inspection carried out in the presence of a proprietor would m many cases prove 
quite ineffectual. The Act advisedly gives the inspectors power to enter, inspect, and examine, at all reasonable hours, by day 
or night, any factory or shop : and this is a power which the Department, to do its work effectually, cannot yield. It would 
for instance, be almost impossible to carry out an inquiry into an alleged or suspected grievance or infraction of the law with 
the eye of the employer upon a woman or lad who anticipated dismissal if she or he were suspected of giving evidence agamst

employer •The powers given inspectors under our Act are identical with those given to factory inspectors in England.

Submitted by deputation :—
Part III, section 19.—The conditions of this clause are far too stringent, and should be considerably modified. 

Clause 20.—The exemptions should include the following factories and shops, viz.—Engineers, woollen mills, iron-rolling 
mills, belting, harness, boot, printing, tin-plate, and coach-building.

Reply:—
An order will be made under tbe powers given by section 20 granting a special exemption from the lime-washing 

requirements, &c., to engineers, iron-rolling mills, and tin-plate factories.

Submitted by deputation :—
Part TV, clause 28.—Applying to mill-gearing should apply to main shafting and main wheels and bolting, and not to 

individual machines being driven, or to the gearing attached to individual machines.

Reply:—•
The inspectors have been instructed to interpret “mill-gearing” in tbe light of the English Act of 1878, in which it is 

held to comprehend “ every shaft, whether upright, oblique, or horizontal, and every wheel, drum, or pulley by which the 
motion of the first-moving power is communicated to any machine appertaining to a manufacturing process ; and m Holmes 
versus Clarke, decided in the English law courts, it was held that this definition included every wheel except the operative 
wheel with which the manufacturing process is directly effected.

Submitted by deputation:—
Part Y, section 37—In connection with boiler-making works, it is recommended that under this clause rivet-boys 

and boys employed in rolling-mills be exempted. Clause 40.—Be amended to read that such boys be allowed to work any 
eight hours in the twenty-four, and overtime be paid in accordance with the men’s scale.

Reply :—
The question of exempting for a limited period rivet-boys in rolling-mills, certain lads employed in connection with 

the slaughtering trade, and lads and girls employed in the jam and fruit-preserving trade, from the restriction on their 
employment at night-time, is under consideration.

The discretionary power vested in the Minister under section 40 is sufficient to meet special cases of the kind referred to.

Submitted
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. . . Submitted by deputation:— .
Regulation No. 9.—It is recommended tliat the Giovermnent appoint medical officers to examine children coming 

within the meaning of the Act free of charge.
Reply:—■

. In England, Victoria, and New Zealand the course adopted with regard to the issue of certificates of fitness is for the 
Government to appoint its own medical officers and fix a scale of fees to be charged by them. In Victoria the fee is 5s. per 
head. As, however, it was thought that in many cases a more advantageous arrangement might he made between parents and 
their lodge doctors, no further limitation was introduced into the New South Wales Act beyond that the persons granting the 
certificates should be legally qualified medical men.

In consequence o£ the representations of this deputation you subsequently made an order grant
ing a special exemption to engineers’ shops, iron-rolling mills, and tin-plate factories from 'all the 
requirements of the Act with regard to lime-washing and painting.

Sanitation.
The principal provisions with regard to the sanitary arrangements of factories and shops are 

contained in the regulations, and are to the following effect:—
{a) That there shall be not less than 400 cubic feet of space for every employee. _
(b) That provision for ventilation be made in the proportion of not less than 12 square inches of

inlet and a similar area of outlet opening for each employee. _ .
(c) That closet accommodation be provided separately for each sex, in the proportion of one closet 

to every twenty persons employed.
(d) That all floors and windows be washed with hot water and soap once at least every three months, 

and the seats and floors of every closet thoroughly scrubbed with water and soap once at least 
every weelr. ’

The Act itself makes provision for the periodical painting, varnishing, or lime-washing of all the 
inside walls of the rooms of a factory, and the ceilings of such rooms. _ _

It is, perhaps, in the direction of securing a higher degree of cleanliness and comfort in the environ
ment of the factory hands’ daily employment that the most successful work of the Department during the 
year has been done. It was considered that towards this end the first efforts of the Department should be 
concentrated, and at the present time, I believe that, making allowance for those structural difficulties which 
are traceable to the want of legislation of this kind in the past, and which will for some time to come 
stand in the way of any thoroughly satisfactory system of ventilation, the city of Sydney will compare 
not unfavourably with the capitals of the sister Colonies in the provision made in its factories for the 
comfort and health of the employees. There are certain factories producing well-known standard brands 
of food goods which for cleanliness and completeness are not excelled in the older countries.

On the other hand, inspectors have come across places which, in their utter disregard of cleanliness, 
are a menace to the health of the community. The task, not yet fully accomplished, of securing some 
degree of cleanliness and decency in these places has been, perhaps, the heaviest part of our work, and the 
following figures will give some idea of the cleaning-up process that has been in operation since the Act 
came into force :—

Number of factories in which lime-washing and cleaning have been carried out ... 652
,, sanitary conveniences either erected or set apart for separate use ... 110 1
,, sanitary conveniences ventilated, cleansed, or repaired ... ... 99
,, factories where additional space and ventilation have been provided... 70 

As will be seen from the inspectors’ reports, they have in enforcing cleanliness been met in a good 
spirit, and here I must express the thanks of the Department for the co-operation that has been frequently 
and willingly given to ikby the Municipal authorities ; for this Department, while carrying out the duties 
assigned to it under the Act, has also kept an eye upon abuses and insanitary conditions that, whilst out
side its own immediate province, have yet offended against public health and decency. In such cases it 
has referred the matters to the proper authorities. Similarly, the officials in connection with the Public 
Health and Water and Sewerage Boards have co-operated with our inspectors. _ _

As an example of the sort of “factory” of which not a few were in existence at the beginning of 
the year, and had to be dealt with by the department, the following may be cited from the report furnished 
to me at the time. The place in question was used by an upholsterer. “ We found,” says the report, “ a 
stable under the bedding-room, also a manure-heap at the foot of the stairs leading to the bedding-room, 
and a large rubbish heap under the stairs. The floor of the upholsterer’s room, being on the natural soil, 
is very dirty. The men’s water-closet is off a stall, and is filthy, the floor being covered with horse-inanure, 
the seat broken, and the pan cracked. A sheet-iron soil-pipe leads from the females’ water-closet (over
head) ; it is jointed with putty between the lead-pipe and sheet-iron pipe, and is without any flushing 
cistern. We found some crockery which had evidently been used in a recent meal stacked alongside this 
water-closet, also we ascertained that the butcher next door had his beef-salting tables next to the wall of 
the men’s water-closets. We found some of the stock in trade in the stable placed on top of 6 to 12 
inches of manure.” _ _ _

The occupier of this “factory,” like so many of his kind, was prodigal in promises to amend, but 
as week after week went by and no material improvement was made in the place, he was given the option 
of making extensive alterations or vacating the premises within a given time. He accepted the alterna
tive, and this eligible factory property is now to let. In passing, a word might be said as to the desirable
ness of some proper system of disinfecting the flock from which flock-beds are made. This flock is simply 
disintegrated cloth, and for the purpose filthy remnants picked up on tips and wherever else they may be 
found are used, and are in some instances, as Miss Duncan reports elsewhere (p. 16), manufactured into 
flock without even the pretence of cleansing them being made. There are, however, said to be cases 

■ where steps more or less effectual and sufficient have been taken to disinfect the material from which this 
flock is made. _

Complaints have been made to me both by letter and through the reports of inspectors concerning 
the insanitary premises used by printers and others in connection with their businesses. It frequently 
happens that basements or cellars, damp, lit by artificial light, and inadequately ventilated, are used as

composing-rooms.
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composing-rooms. As pointed out by Inspector Taylor, such steps have been taken, as under the circum
stances were possible, to reduce the defects referred to ; but it is hoped in time to prevent the use of 
these premises at all for such purposes. "When the Act came into operation, leases and other obligations 
had been entered into, and it was recognized by the Department that arbitrary action in this direction 
would in some cases inflict serious loss, and perhaps do more harm than good; but it should be clearly 
understood that it will not sanction a continuance of this system in cases where it is proposed for the 
first time to so utilize a basement.

The questions of cubic space and ventilation are dealt with fully in the inspectors’ reports, and it 
will be sufficient here to direct attention to the necessity for fixing a minimum superficial space for each 

■ employee in a factory, so as to prevent the crowding together that now frequently takes place even in 
rooms with ample cubic air-space and sufficient ventilation for all the workers if they were fairly distri
buted over the floor-space.

It is probable that during the new year a system will be adopted which has been found to work 
successfully in parts of England, where certain sections of the Eactories Act are worked by the Municipal 
authorities. It is to provide for each workroom a card to be hung up on the wall, and maintained there, 
notifying how many persons such room may accommodate. By this means an inspector may on entering 
any workroom at once detect whether it contains more than the authorised number or not.

Mr. Taylor writes :—
Regulation 2 provides that every factory and shop shall contain not less than 400 cubic feet of air space, for each 

person employed therein. This limit perhaps in some factories where the ventilation is very good, and heating appliances 
are not used, may be considered too high, but taking into account the badly ventilated condition of a majority of the work
rooms, and the impracticability, in a number of instances, of adequate provision for fair ventilation, the allowance or limit 
of 400 feet barely suffices.

The overcrowding of workrooms prevails in the clothing and boot trades. The larger clothing and boot factories, as 
a rule, act up to the requirements of the Act, and as to both ventilation and space of working, are fairly satisfactory.

Where the sides of a factory adjoin adjacent properties fans might very well be erected to supply the ventilation 
now deficient. This, obviously, is possible only where mechanical power may be employed. In smaller workrooms, such 
as tailoring and dressmaking establishments, it has in certain cases been found necessary, in order to meet the require
ments of the Act, to induce occupiers to take larger premises to provide sufficient space for the number of persons employed. 
I have found it comparatively easy to induce occupiers or controllers to effect the necessary alterations in this respect.

With regard to overcrowding, the most frequent complaints are made of those establishments where machinery is not 
used. Full consideration has been shown in those cases where employers, endeavouring to faithfully comply with the 
provisions of the Act, have used their best efforts to meet the expressed orders of the inspector. Reasonable time is always 
allowed during which the employer may make the required alterations. .

With regard to ventilation, the condition of the factories at the time of the enforcemont of the Act could not by any 
stretch of imagination be regarded as good. Certainly the arrangements for air shafts, etc., in the better built modem 
factories may be spoken of in some instances as excellent. On the other hand in cases where the basement is used as a 
workroom, these being more frequently met with in the city and immediate vicinity where space is so valuable, the necessary 
supply of air is obviously deficient. Noticeably is this the case in the printing trade, where the dampness of walls and 
absence of ventilation are physically dangerous to employees. Moreover, artificial light has to be employed, increasing the 
density of the already humid atmosphere.

To obviate the physical inconvenience to which in such cases the employees are subjected, the use of “ inhaling ” and 
“ exhaust ” fans has been suggested. This being the first year of the operation of the Factories Act, employers have 
occasionally seemed to think the requirements of inspectors somewhat arbitrary. However, the Departmental demand 
being tempered with reason, the result has been that in most cases employers and employees have cheerfully co-operated 
with us in carrying out the requirements of the Act.

It may be remarked, while dealing with structural defects and the utter unsuitability of basements as workrooms, 
that every effort has been made towards—if not immediate alteration—in any case, such action as would tend towards the 
lessening of physical harm to employees.

As instances of the operation of the Act I may cite the following :—Upon my first visit to a certain factory, where I 
found in the basement below the street level about forty persons working, there was an undoubted absence of ventilation, 
added to which artificial light increased the insanitary condition of this portion'of the building. The suggestion that air 
supply fans should be used was acted upon, and on my next visit of inspection the proprietor had this means of ventilation 
properly and systematically erected with undoubted benefit to the workers.

In another case I visited a factory within my district and found a number of females working in a comparatively 
small room, the roof and walls of which were built of iron. The stifling heat engendered by these unfavourable conditions 
induced me to make a comparative test with the result that while on the street in the shade the thermometer stood at 88°, 
in the room referred to it showed 98° Fahr.

Finding that the alteration of conditions was impracticable, I suggested removal to another portion of the building, 
where the necessary alterations could be carried out. This course the occupier adopted, and I am pleased to say, on a 
subsequent visit at the conclusion of the inspection both master and employees heartily thanked me for the suggestions made.

Generally considered, the water-closet accommodation of the various classes of factories coming under the Act are 
far from satisfactory. The causes for complaint may be ranged under three headings

1. Uncleanliness.
2. Inadequate accommodation.
3. The want of separate accommodation for the sexes.

As an illustration, I may mention the case of the owner of a factory where about 80 persons (50 males and 30 females) 
employees are daily at work. These persons, many of tender years, are obliged to use an exposed place, where are erected 
two seats—one for males and the other for females—the division between them consisting of a thin partition only. Roth 
the places indicated can be viewed from any part of the factory.

Again, by way of showing the inadequacy of water-closet accommodation, I may mention a factory where, for about 
250 persons, five seats only were provided, three being for males and two for females. I may state that here I have had 
seven more seats provided.

While in many cases the doors of these places are mere apologies for the purpose, in others where males alone are 
employed—and these form a considerable proportion—the water-closets are entirely open. Having brought this state of 
affairs under the notice of the employer, he invariably answers, “I cannot put up a door or screen, as the workers would 
loaf, and I could not watch them.” To prevent this an open space, generally about 18 inches, is left between the bottom of 
the door and the floor of the water-closet. In justice to the employers, it must be remarked that the charge of “ loafing ” 
rests upon a good foundation, and I have repeatedly had evidence of it.

I may further add that the objectionable condition of many of these places is due to the employees themselves.
• Another great evil is the “inside” water-closet, generally one simply screened off or separated by a light partition
from the general workroom, and without direct ventilation from the outer air.

In order as far as possible to obviate the objections to this system, the occupier has been directed to erect, where 
practicable, strong partitions (reaching the ceiling) and thus in some measure by the aid of vent pipes to the outside, 
prevent possible ill effects to health.

' Other cases may be mentioned in this connection where the water-closets are situated in the basement or ground 
floors, generally in a dark, damp corner, the existence of which is a direct generant of fever.

In other factories again the managers have provided, instead of the ordinary seating accommodation, a simple open 
cesspit (connected with the sewer), a plain thin bar being placed across it.

With regard to shops, the sanitary conveniences are little better than those of the factories, but it is to be hoped 
that as employers and managers are instructed as to the requirements of the Act, a vast improvement Will be'made in this 
direction. The
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The insanitary conditions that obtain at a great many of the factories and workshops seem to indicate either 
ignorance or disregard'of the principles of hygiene.

Dirty premises seem to be regarded in many cases by the occupiers and workpeople alike as no ground of complaint, 
and when asked to limewash and have the floors and windows cleaned, have grumbled and made every excuse to evade 
carrying out the instructions.

In extensive and more cleanly factories, where large numbers of persons are employed, and the limewashing of the 
factory would me?*n the stopping of work, it was, under certain conditions, allowed to stand over for a specified time, 
generally sufficient to cover a public holiday, for as a rule the holidays are taken advantage of by these larger factories to 
limewash and effect general repairs.

In almost every factory visited, however, with the exception of those exempted by the Act, it was found necessary 
to order limewashing, and it is to be hoped that the present year will find these factories in a condition more cleanly and 
healthful. ,

Mr. Armitage, in his report, says :—
The space allowed by the regulations, viz., 400 cubic feet for each person, is little enough in our city, where the air 

is charged with an average of 75 per cent, of humidity over the whole year, and on some days reaches as high as 100 per 
cent., or little better than a vapour bath.

In one large factory in George-street, where upwards of 200 females are employed, the flats are divided into work
rooms holding from 20 to 30 persons, and the partitions are about 8 feet high. As the regulations now stand, the cubic 
contents of the whole room are taken, and not that of each subdivision, consequently a considerable portion is lost to the 
occupiers through the space taken up by communicating passages. Any advantage that might accrue from the air 
contained in the passages is lost through the low degree of expansion in the moisture-charged atmosphere preventing it 
from rising.

The facts are similar in a clothing factory in Clarence-street, where the rooms are sublet by the occupier to his 
contractors, who in most cases employ young girls, and often overcrowd the space. I have twice removed a sub-contractor 
from this building. .

In the printing trade the space allowed for the persons employed is ample, but when the consumption of air by the 
gas jets is taken into consideration, a very unhealthy state of affairs exists. Most of these establishments are in the 
basement, and even when above the ground floor they have the gas burning all day.

Overcrowding is carried on in the tailoring, dressmaking, and other trades at certain seasons of the year.
In the matter of ventilation it cannot be said that we are abreast of modern requirements, a large percentage of the 

buildings used as factories having been built without provision for, or apparently a thought of, ventilation. This is 
noticeable in the clothing trade, and especially in the waterproof clothing trade, where naphtha is extensively used in the 
solution required for seaming. In the waterproof factories the work is done with the fingers by pressure and rubbing, the 
naphtha being smeared along the edges to be secured. A further application is made of a solution consisting of naphtha 
and rubber, and of the appearance of glue or jelly. Tor convenience, the workers have placed near to them small vessels 
of naphtha and solution, which are uncovered, and, in consequence,, permit the free escape of the naphtha. In one large 
factory of this nature, two large hydraulic ventilators, with a discharging capacity of 1,000 cubic feet per minute, have 
been erected, which has had the effect of taking part of the naphtha vapour away. In another waterproof factory in the 
city, where there is no ventilation whatever (excepting by the windows), I have seen a female fall down in a dead faint, 
and the occupier (who was present at the time) turned to .me and said that it was very unfortunate that it should happen 
while I was present (meaning that it was his ill luck). The factory in question is a very bad one, but, as the business has 
changed hands, the new firm are shifting to more suitable premises. I might add that in each of these factories from 50 
to 100 females are at work, and they have to stand all day at their work, as it is impossible to do it sitting.down.

As the majority of the occupiers are tenants, it is a difficult task to make them put in ventilators and other costly 
improvements, when they have only a 12 or 18 months lease. The best course is to visit every new factory (i.e., when an 
occupier removes from one building to another), and then insist on proper ventilators and other improvements being 
supplied.

In the boot trade, where trimming machines are used, and the exhaust is taken outside, as in the case of a large 
factory at Leichhardt, also one at Darlington, that portion of the factory where the machines are at work is always fresh 
and even cool. This is brought about by means of a fan attached to the back of each machine, which draws off the dust. 
There is no doubt that mechanical appliances may be of great assistance in removing bad air} dust, &c.

Regulation 4 provides for water closet accommodation in the proportion of 1 water-closet to 20 persons, to be 
separated for the different sexes. On my first visit to some factories, I found 1 water-closet serving 30 to 40 persons of 
both sexes. In some cases in the clothing trade, the water-closets open into the workrooms, and the entrances to them are 
only screened off by a piece of cloth. This is very common in the city factories, as the majority have their water-closets 
in the workroom, and some new factories which have not long been occupied have the same objectionable features. In 
some few cases they have made provision for ventilation through the roof.

In visiting some of the factories where no water-closet accommodation is provided, I found that thq men had to go 
some three or four minutes’ walk to the nearest public water-closet, and often to a hotel. In several shops in the engineering 
trade, I have had complaints from the men with regard to this, in one place they having to go to the public water-closet, which 
is 500 yards away from the shop. The custom of using the nearest hotel water-closet is very common in the smaller 
factories ; but in the case of the largest factories in my division, the occupiers have met me in every way, and provided full 
accommodation.

The limewashing section in the Act is a great boon to all workers, providing them with additional light and cleanli
ness. At first there was great opposition to limewashing, but occupiers are coming to look upon it as a good investment, 
and, in many cases, occupiers do it of their own accord, without regard to the obligation placed on them by law.

Miss Duncan, in her report, states:—
Overcrowding of workrooms has been dealt with in several cases, and the regulation, which demands 400 cubic feet 

of space for each person, has done much for the improvement of workrooms in the clothing trade. Such extreme cases 
have been found as the employment of 12 girls and women in a room giving, on the basis of the regulation, space for 4, but 
such instances are rare. It has not been uncommon to find 4 and 5 persons in excess of the permissible number in rooms 
which might be occupied by 12 or 14.

With one phase of overcrowding it has been found impossible to deal.
A common form of workroom in large dressmaking establishments is that of a very large and lofty room subdivided, 

for purposes of convenience, by 6-feet high partitions, into numerous compartments set apart as workrooms, passage-ways, 
and places for heating irons. The partitions are provided with doors, the opening and shutting of which aid in changing 
the air in the workrooms, though not in its ventilation in the proper sense of the word.

The compartments are, of course, ventilated from the outer air by windows, and are often provided with roof 
ventilators, and employers contend that inasmuch as the room, taken as a whole, has cubic space for a certain number, the 
various partitions, however unevenly the numbers may be distributed therein, can not be held to be overcrowded unless the 
aggregate number of occupants exceeds that allowed for the whole room.

Practically it is found that these rooms compare unfavourably with those in which the ventilation is unimpeded by 
partitions, and in which the occupants are more evenly distributed throughout the rooms. '

The regulations made under the Act are hardly sufficiently explicit to meet cases of this kind, and it would be well 
if they were amended so as to fix for purposes of measurement a maximum height of 12 or 14 feet, and a provision for 
floor space. .

The popular fallacy that a lofty ceiling compensates for deficiencies in floor-space is combated by all authorities on 
hygiene. Dr. Newsholme says, “The impurities produced by respiration tend to accumulate about the persons who have 
evolved them, although it is true that in rooms heated by gaslight a large amount of hot and impure air collects near the 
ceiling. The necessity of an abundant floor-space is shown by the fact that a space enclosed by four high walls, and without 
a roof, would, if crowded, speedily become offensive, and persons in a crowd in the open air have been known to have been 
suffocated. In reckoning the practical cubic dimensions of a room the height should only be reckoned as 12 feet.”

The logical deduction arrived at by a dressmaker with whom I had occasion to discuss the question of overcrowding 
is not without point in this connection, “Then all we have to do is to build a room-with walls up to the sky, and we can 
put as many.people as we like into it.” A
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A higher standard of cleanliness in floors is needed. It is not uncommon to find large accumulations of bales of 
cloth, cardboard boxes, and tailors’ cuttings in corners and beneath tables. These not only occupy valuable air-space, but 
serve to gather dust and harbour insects. # »i v t. j.i.- • -x*

The periodical scrubbing of floors has been called for in many cases with very good results. Although this requisition 
is sometimes received with much surprise by occupiers, and has been suggested as a possible ground for “fighting the 
Department, it can hardly be questioned that it is a matter of .great necessity in all factories where clothing and food are 
prepared, as well as being desirable on sanitary grounds and for the comfort of workers. The habit of smoking, which is 
allowed in some tailors’ rooms where men and women work together, need only be mentioned. . .

Whilst commenting upon defects which may have arisen from want of thought and want of personal supervision by 
the employer, rather than from want of means, it would be very unfair to forget to mention those factories in which every 
arrangement had been made for the comfort of employees long before the Act came into force, and which are always
scrupulously clean. • . ^ j r x x uAnd one is glad to mention the numerous instances in which it has only been necessary to point out a detect to nave 
it immediately remedied with cheerful acquiescence. A pleasant incident to recall is that of the foreman who, with all his 
boys and girls, set to work to scrape, scrub, clean, repaint, and limewash, after the visit of the inspector, and took 
considerable trouble to keep the room in better order afterwards. _

The presence of gas iron-heaters in workrooms is a great defect, and can only be effectively dealt with by prohibition. 
This course, however, presents many practical difficulties in small workrooms—thus, a tailor or dressmaker occupying 
one or two rooms in a flat, whose irons are in constant requisition, can often find no place for the heater but in the room 
itself ; when the heater can be placed immediately under the flue of the chimney the ill-effects are not so apparent, but the 
air of a small room without a fireplace, in which tailors’ irons are constantly being heated, is extremely gas-laden and 
disagreeable, as well as probably unhealthy. ,

■ “A medium gas-burner, which burns about 3 cubic feet of gas per hour, destroys 24 cubic feet of oxygen, and 
produces 6 cubic feet of carbonic acid,” while a person at rest gives off 0’6 cubic feet of carbonic acid. This is popularly 
expressed by saying that a medium gas-burner produces as much carbonic acid as ten men, and although this statement does 
not cover the whole ground, it shows that in a room where gas is burning a much increased amount of ventilation is 
necessary in order to supply the requisite amount of oxygen for the consumption of the occupants of the room and the 
voracious gas-burner. _ . , , . ,

In many cases we have required the iron-heaters to be fitted with hoods and flues, and though this has much improved 
the air of the rooms, it is not perfectly satisfactory. ^ xr x j •

In the matter of ventilation a great deal remains to be done, although improvements have been effected in many 
factories. In many cases grave structural difficulties render it difficult to enforce the regulations.

I know of no sanitary arrangement which is more generally approved of theoretically than an abundance of ventilation 
without draught, nor one more difficult of carrying into effect. # i -u j*x*

In the summertime the need for air is so urgent that every available door and window is left open, and the condition 
of some rooms is fairly good, unless affected by the presence of gas iron-heaters. But in cold weather when long sitting 
and want of exercise render the workers susceptible to cold, the difficulty of getting windows kept open is very great. The 
provision of self-acting outlet-ventilators, though not theoretically the best, seems to be that which^has the most chance of 
success in practice; all inlet ventilators, such as windows, valves, and tubes which are capable of being closed by the 
employees will seldom or never be open in cool weather, while the extracting ventilator or roof louvre being out of reach, 
and, presumably always in action by reason of the upward drift of heated air, is at least removing that which is bad.

An argument often advanced to prove that a room is healthy and needs no improvement is that an employee has 
never been known to leave because of illness ; this may be true, and yet the general lowering of strength and vigour which 
is the immediate result of breathing impure air may lead to the colds and neuralgia which are thought little of and yet are 
often the punishment of a disregard of Nature’s laws. ^ _ r. u x n

The close connection of phthisis also with overcrowding and the breathing of a vitiated atmosphere should not be
forgotten. . , . , .

The factories which are most difficult to ventilate properly, and of which there are many examples in the large ware
houses in Kent and Sussex Streets, are those which occupy long and comparatively narrow rooms on the 1st and 2nd floors, 
reaching from the street in front to the lane at the back ; the side walls being all dividing walls are useless for ventilation, 
the roof is not available, and the opening of windows at each end causes a draught; there is an inrush from the lifts and 
staircases, but it is generally drawn from an impure source, the light is deficient, and the workers are inclined to congregate

The heat of such rooms, when night work is going on and all the gas jets are alight, is intense. To ventilate such a 
room efficiently is sometimes a problem too difficult for the inspectors to solve, and removing to better premises is the only 
effectual remedy. # # . . . -

In the month of May I received instructions to carry out a systematic inspectiori of the sanitary conveniences ot 
shops in the city ; a great many orders to construct additional conveniences, and to properly light, cleanse, and ventilate 
those already in existence were the result. Although a considerable amount of work has been done, much still remains to do.

Of all the sanitary provisions of the Act none, perhaps, has been more urgently wanted than that which requires 
suitable, sufficient, and separate accommodation to be provided in factories and shops. It would not be too much tOxSay 
that but few of the numerous premises which have been visited have been found to be in a thoroughly satisfactory 
condition. While some large and well ordered modern establishments are well and sufficiently provided, the greater 
number of places, large and small, are lamentably deficient in some important particular. This, however, does no apply to 
many small places of business where work is carried on in private houses, where the accommodation is generally satisfactory.

Faults of construction are numerous, leaking and deficient traps are not unknown, and light and ventilation are 
often entirely wanting. In some buildings there can be but little doubt that entire reconstruction of the drainage system 
on the modern plan is needed, but with this the Department has no power to deal. _ #

One flagrant, but by no means isolated case, of bad accommodation maybe quoted: The only provision made tor 
about twenty men and women was one water-closet in the basement, so dark that it was necessary on a bright summer day 
to carry a lighted lantern to guide one’s steps, and so offensive for want of ventilation, and cleansing, and leaking drain
pipes that it must have been a menace to the health of the employees ; for months a conflict went on between the landlord 
and the tenant as to who should carry out the required improvements, which was only terminated by a notice being given 
to the occupier that this state of things would be no longer tolerated, and the threat of the Municipal Council, acting m 
concert with the Department, to do the work at the expense of the landlord if he failed to carry it out in a given time.

A deplorable custom has prevailed in many factories of constructing water-closets within the work-room, often m a 
corner far removed from any window or means of ventilation, and without any arrangement for shielding the approach. 
It is a great pity that it has not been absolutely forbidden to construct these conveniences within the four walls of a work
room where their presence is objectionable from every point of view. ... • • v xu

It would be well if they could be removed to some more suitable position in the factory, or, failing this, be thrown 
out on cantilevers, where the strength of the wall will admit of it; though, unfortunately, this cannot always be done.

In the numerous chambers in the city which are let out as offices and workrooms, the conveniences are usually 
insufficient, and generally extremely ill-kept and dirty. This is partly due to the fact that a dispute arises between the 
caretaker and the occupier of rooms as to the person on whom the duty of cleaning should properly fall. It is always, ot 
course, pointed out to the employer by the inspector that he alone is responsible to the Factory Department, but where 
the right of use is shared by different tenants, some difficulty undoubtedly arises. A periodical inspection of sanitary 
conveniences in chambers (to which this Department has no right of entrance) by the sanitary authorities would be a great 
boon to tenants, and might help to raise the standard of cleanliness. ... j xu n

It frequently happens, both in shops and in chambers, that no separate provision is made for women, and there has 
been some trouble in enforcing the regulation, in spite of its obvious necessity. In some rare cases our action has led to the 
dismissal of the women ; in others to the premises being vacated. . a ,

The point at which the powers of this Department stop short is shown in a case in which, pressure having been 
brought to bear upon the employer, he forthwith left the premises complained of. Unfortunately, however, two women 
whose workroom could neither be classed as a factory nor a shop, were left unprovided for in the building, and the 
inspector could do nothing for their interests. Had the landlord been called upon to do the necessary work for these two 
women, he would probably have given them notice eave
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Dining-booms.
Section 22 of the Act provides that “ the Minister may, by notice in writing, forbid the occupier of 

a factory,to permit any employees therein to take their meals in any room while work is being carried 
on therein, and may direct an occupier to erect or provide a suitable room or place in the factory, or in 
connection therewith, for the purpose of a dining or eating room for employees in such factory.”

It will be seen from the attached reports by the Inspectors, that dining-rooms are in some cases already 
provided, or are, at the request of the Department, about to be provided. In the majority of cases, how
ever, no such provision is made, and though the accommodation would be undoubtedly a great’boon to 
the hands, yet the Department, not being desirous at the initiation of new legislation to involve factory 
occupiers in the heavy cost which would in some such cases be necessarily incurred to make the needful 
structural additions, has not yet pressed the matter.

A very useful and desirable provision was inserted in the Bill when presented to Parliament, but 
during the progress of the measure was struck out. It provided for the submission of the plans of all 
new factories to the Department, with a view to ascertaining that the sanitary and other provisions of 
the Act would be complied with. This provision, not having become law, there is now no compulsion on 
intending occupiers to submit their plans of new factories, but in many cases the advantages of such a course 
have been so obvious that the Department has been asked to put an Inspector in communication with the 
architect. In all these cases an endeavour has been made to secure the dining-room accommodation 
referred to. In other cases where alterations were being effected, it has been secured; but in many instances 
the structural alterations involved in securing the desired room would have been so costly and the 
difficulties so great that the Department has not, as stated, seen its way to an immediate insistance upon 
it being provided. However, as opportunity arises it hopes to go on increasing the number of these 
rooms.

Mr. Taylor reports:— '
In only a few instances, in comparision to the number of existing factories, has a room been set apart totally for the 

use of employees in which to take their meals. ,
There are, however, I am pleased to say, some employers who study their hands in every particular, and who 

believe and seem to have proved that the better the hands are treated and their bodily comforts attended to, the more work 
can be obtained in a manner satisfactory alike to employer and employed.

There are factories in this city in which not only is a room set apart for meals, but attendants are kept and paid by 
the proprietors to look after hot water to wash up and clean the crockery, attend to the wants of employees during the meal 
hour, and also take charge of the dressing-room.

In the majority of cases the hands have either to take their meals in the same room where they have been working 
or take them outside, which, in many cases, means either a side street or lane.

Steps have been taken by the Department to secure the provision of satisfactory rooms for meals in certain factories 
where there are a large number of employees. Some of the rooms have been erected and others are in the course of erection.

Mr. Armitage writes :—
In connection with some of the factories in my division it has been found convenient in the interest of both employer 

and employees, to provide suitable apartments for the purpose of enabling the latter to take their meals without the 
necessity of leaving the premises. In some cases attendants are provided, who take charge of the food brought by the 
work people from their homes, and to whom falls the duty of boiling the water required for tea, &c. But in the larger 
number of factories no provision whatever is made for the heating or cooking of the food brought by the work people, who are 
either turned out of the factory at meal times or contrive to warm their food at gas jets or in other makeshift manner. In 
the clojjhing trade the girls have their meals at their work benches (generally saturated with machine oil), and when they let 
fall pieces of bread, &c., it brings the flies about the work tables.

I must express my thanks to one firm for the very liberal way in which they have taken this matter up. Their 
factories are at Leichhardt, the lower portion being nsed for boot-making, and the upper portion for clothing. A general 
dining-room was built with the factory, but the girls in the two trades refused to associate, and to overcome this the 
occupier is now building an additional dining-room, with separate and distinct approaches for the clothing portion of the 
factory, at a cost of £200.

Miss Duncan reports :— '
A few of the larger factories have built special luncheon-rooms for their employees, fitting them up with tables, 

benches, and conveniences for boiling water ; an attendant is provided to keep the room clean, to make tea and wash up 
crockery. Usually this service is paid for by the employer, but in one instance a small deduction was made from the wages 
of the employees to cover the cost; this was afterwards abated on representation by the Department.

In one case the men employed in a large shop are provided daily with an excellent hot dinner of two courses, a staff 
of men cooks being employed for the purpose. Strange to say, the women and girls employed in the same factory, though 
their wages are lower than those of the men, are only provided with a cup of tea.

An arrangement sometimes exists of setting apart one portion of the work-room for a luncheon-room. As a 
temporary expedient it may be of some convenience to the employees, but I do not regard it with much favour.. One 
of the chief advantages derived from having a luncheon-room entirely apart from the working-room is that, in the 
absence of the workers, the rooms can be thoroughly flushed with air for the space of half an hour, by setting wide every 
door and window. Moreover, the sedentary life of a needlewomen or machinist is not a very healthy one under the most 
favourable conditions, and any little addition of exercise and change of scene to the daily plan of existence would be of 
benefit.

In many factories a large number of people spend the whole of every working day in one room. Some who are wise 
or fortunate, or whose homes are near at hand, take the opportunity of going home for their luncheon ; but many never leave 
the work-room from 8 in the morning till 5 or 5 '30 at night, and sometimes they may come back to work in the same room 
by gaslight. .

This is bad enough, but when the room is pervaded by the smell of chemicals, which, even if it does no absolute 
harm, causes nausea and headache and disinclination for food, the case is much aggravated.

I would like to see this provision enfqjrced in all cases of clothing, water-proofing and boot factories, and in any room 
in which chemicals and essences are prepared or used. It would be well if the taking of meals in such places were 
absolutely prohibited.

Machinebt.
The provisions in the Act relating to the fencing of machinery are partly compulsory and partly 

discretionary. So far as the fencing of fly-wheels and mill-gearing is concerned, the Act leaves no 
discretion with the Minister or Department. All such parts of machinery must be fenced and the fencing 
constantly maintained in an efficient state so long as the parts in question are in motion or use for the 
purpose of any manufacturing process. "With regard to other parts to which the compulsory clause does 
not apply, the Act provides that, if an Inspector considers that they are so dangerous as to be likely to 
cause bodily harm to any person employed, he may serve a written notice on the occupier to fence them. 
Should a difference of opinion arise as to the necessity for such fencing, the occupier may have the matter 
referred to arbitration. It
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It will have been noticed that among the parts‘of machinery which the Act requires to be fenced 
is the mill-gearing. As to what constitutes or is included in mill-gearing was a point raised early in the 
administration of the Act, and in its settlement recourse was had to English factory legislation and certain 
decided cases. The popular argument advanced against the fencing of dangerous machinery is that for 
five, ten, or twenty years, as the case may be, the machine has been left unguarded, and no accident, or 
“ only a little one,” has occurred through it during that time, and, of course, in the one or two isolated 
instances of accidents that may be admitted, the mishap was caused through the carelessness of the 
injured man. The “ so many years without accident” argument is, perhaps, the most difficult one the 
Department has to contend against. Frequently, also, it is found that workmen themselves are instru
mental in removing guards after they have been provided to secure the employees’ safety.

Generally speaking, the Department has been met by employers in a very good spirit, it being 
generally recognised that the demands made on them were reasonable. In every instance the Department 
was content to pass guards that substantially effected their object, although they might be somewhat 
rough in appearance. It was felt that employers ought not to be put to a larger outlay than was abso
lutely necessary to effectually secure their hands from the risk of accidents. The utility of the guard was 
more thought of than its appearance. Despite this fact many occupiers have gone to considerable expense 
in fitting neat and well-furmshed guards to their machinery, and, perhaps, in view of their permanency, 
this has been the wiser course.

Mr. Taylor reports:—
Almost all the factories m which mechanical power is used evidence the great necessity of the clauses in the Act 

requiring machinery to be fenced and guarded. ^
In few instances only had the occupiers attempted to affix guards other than those originally supplied with the 

machines, fencing having been carried out only as far as the engines and larger fly-wheels were concerned.
Many objections were made and obstacles placed in my way on my first visit, occupiers stating that these guards and 

fences were not necessary ; that they would hamper the employees m their work ; also, that, having worked the machines 
for so long without guards, the risk would be considerably increased if guards, &c., were now affixed. When I try to 
persuade a manufacturer to incur expense m providing guards he is invariably full of arguments as to the impossibility of 
applying them to his special branch of trade, and as, perhaps, no accident has occured in his works, he refuses to see the 
necessity of supplying the suggested protection. .

In all cases it was left to the occupier to adopt his own particular kind of guard or fence as long as it was effectual. 
The parts of machinery and gearing that were thought most dangerous and received first attention were exposed cogs, fly
wheels, and pulleys, and belts, and m some cases, only when firmly insisted on, did the occupiers follow the instructions 
and affix the necessary guards. .

One of the first factories visited by me was a large printing establishment. Here machines were running in close 
proximity to each other, with only just space enough between for a person to walk. I drew the occupier’s attention to the 
necessity for guards and fencing. He objected, telling me that he could not possibly erect any guards, for, as it was, there 
was not sufficient space between the machines, and if guards were erected the passages would be blocked. I pointed out 
that it would actually mean a saving of space, providing the guards were suitable, for then employees could go closer to 
the machinery without fear of being caught. He informed me that he had worked these machines for a number of years, 
and his accident list had been very slight in comparison with the hands employed. I told him that the fences were 
required by the Act, and they would be insisted on. He was at last persuaded to erect the fencing, and at a subsequent 
visit informed me that after the first few guards had been erected he was so pleased with them that he had given instructions 
to have the whole of the machinery fenced, and had done even a great deal more than I had asked for.

In boot factories, where so many varieties of machines are at work, and large numbers of boys and youths are 
employed, the necessity for fencing is clearly seen. ^ ^

Large fly-wheels to presses, rollers, and large cogs are kept running without the slightest protection of any kind 
whatever, and the boys go to and fro between the machines, carrying bandies of boots, &c. In the majonty of cases these 
machines are now fenced; some very satisfactorily, others temporarily, until the management is able to erect permanent 
ones, or in view of permanent alteration of machinery later on.

* In the saw-mills and timber trade, guards were asked to be affixed to those machines which were considered most
dangerous, and band-saws, circular saws, planing, and tenoning machines were asked to be especially guarded. In a number 
of cases these guards have now been affixed, and it is to be hoped that in the near future all such machines will be 
effectually guarded.

Although the Act stipulates that “every fly-wheel, whether m the engine-house or not, shall be securely fenced,” 
this has at present only been strictly enforced where the engine is not within an engine-house, or where there is a right-of- 
way for employees through the engine-house, and m the former cases fences have been ordered, protecting both engine 
and fly-wheel.

Only lately I visited a factory m which the engine wras in the centre of the workroom, and totally unprotected. I 
asked the occupier to fence it, and also the fly and driving wheels. He stated that it would be impossible to do so, as he 
had to put the belt on and off the driving wheel for the purpose of driving two distinct machines. I tried to show him how 
a fence would prevent a person from falling into the wheel. He gave me an illustration of how he took the belt off, saying, 
“ This is how I always have to do,” and taking a pole in his hand he slipped it under the belting, lifting and pushing at 
the same time. He exerted himself so much that when the belt came off he fell forward to the wheel, striking his arm 
severely, and barely escaping with his life. I remarked, “ If that is the way you always take the belt off the sooner you 
have the engine and wheels properly fenced the better.”

With the engineering establishments less trouble was experienced than expected, the proprietors in most cases 
expressing themselves perfectly willing to carry out my requests, m several instances going far beyond what I had asked. 
In fact, in all trades, I found that the most practical men were the most willing to comply with suggested improvements.

One of the greatest difficulties to be met with is that an Inspector receives little or no help from employees or 
managers, and it must be very evident that it is almost impossible for an Inspector to discover all the intricacies and out of 
the wTay parts of many of the factories. If the machinery, &c., is to be effectively guarded, he jnust have the co operation 
of the managers and employees.

I have noticed that on most of the modern and recently imported machines the guards are taken greatly into account, 
and are now built as parts of the machine, and it will be a great point gained when the makers of machinery shall come to 
regard the construction of fences and guards, for all points of danger, as a necessary part of their business, without which 
the machinery wrould not be complete.( •

Mr. Armitage says :—
One of the most important duties in connection with the administration of the Act is the protection of work people 

from the dangers to which they are exposed from unfenced mill-gearing and machinery. In factories where there is careful 
supervision by managers and foremen, so that the points of danger may be detected, and where all the fences and guards 
are kept on the machines, and in good condition, there ought to be but little more danger to the workpeople than is met 
with in the ordinary vocations of life outside a factory. But, unfortunately, occupiers are not keen to the dangers which 
are associated with the use of machinery, and it is often at the cost of an accident that suitable guards are put on. The 
first accident that happened in my district was caused by a circular-saw at a cross-cut bench, where a lad had his arm cut 
off. After the accident a guard was put on the back of the saw. If tins had been done m the first place the accident 
would never have happened.

The timber trade is the most dangerous that I have to deal with, on account of the circular saws and the knives of 
the hand planers. In some mills the hand planers have a guard so that the only exposed portion of the knives is that used 
for a plank 12 inches wide on a bench 2 feet wide. The guard is fixed half-way across the bench so that, should the operator 
slip, the knife will not injure him, it being covered with the guard and the piece of wood that is being planed.

8
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The hand saws are a source of danger, especially if they should break when the saw, flying off the wheel, will cut 
anything that it touches. In all the mills I have visited I have found the lower fly-wheel unguarded. This wheel is about 
1 ft. 6 in. hack from the outside of the bench, and is liable to catch the carpenter’s apron and drag him down. Most of 
these saws now have guards at the top and bottom of the benches.

In the engineering trade I have had great assistance from the largest firms in the city. After these had put guards 
on their machines, the smaller shops followed in their wake. In all drills where the vertical cogs are within reach of the 
workmen, shields have been put on, and at the end of all screw lathes, where there is a passage, the ends have been fenced 
off. I was informed recently of a slight mishap, -which might have been of a serious nature, that happened at a lathe. 
The man was bending over the machine for a tool when his vest was caught in the cogs, and he was dragged down to them 
just as the machine was stopped by means of the loose pulley.

In a recent case the stopping came out of the mouth of a foundry furnace, and the metal ran over the floor. One 
of the men did not get out of the way in time, and his boot was burned off. As a precaution against the recurrence of 
similar accidents, I have had a pit dug about 6 inches deep at the mouth of the furnace capable of holding the quantity of 
metal contained in it should the ladle overflow or the clay stopper come out. This will prevent the metal from running over 
the floor of the foundry.

In the boot trade four accidents have happened at the pressing machines. While cutting heels at these machines four 
fingers have been lost. In two of the largest boot factories they have adopted the American system—that is, cutting the 
small heels out on a block, the man striking the cutter with a green hide mallet. Doing this minimizes the danger of 
accidents of this kind, as they always occur when cutting small pieces under the press. .

A painful accident, whereby a man lost his arm and had the other fractured, happened in a boot factory whilst the 
man was removing a belt. He got on the shafting overhead, and sat on it so that he could bring the belt up. He was 
carried around the shaft, his arm struck the ceiling, and he was jammed against a girder. The horizontal belting, which 
is so common in factories, should in every case have a piece of boarding under it, for if it gave way and struck anybody 
it would drag them up to the pulley. .

Cleaning machinery while in motion was the cause of two accidents within the last few months. One occurred m 
a laundry where a girl was cleaning a mangle. To do so, the guard was taken off, and consequently her arm was caught 
in the hot rollers and badly crushed and burned. The other case was in a boot factory where a lad was cleaning a trimming 
machine when his fingers were caught in the cogs. In this factory the engine is stopped a quarter of an hour before “ knock 
off” time, and the lad, to finish early, was cleaning the machine during the prohibited time. _

The majority of fly-wheels on my first visit were unfenced. In one case a wheel, 15 feet in diameter, revolved into 
a narrow pit without any fence or guard whatever. There were several cases of this kind on my first visit of inspection. 
It is a very dangerous state of affairs on account of the close proximity of the engine, the driver having to go up against 
the fly-wheel to oil the bearings and clean the engine while it is in motion. These wheels are now fenced. Often only one 
rail was put around, leaving about 2 to 3 feet unprotected under the rail. This, however, was put right after the second 
or third visit.

Lifts axd Eletatoes.
The provision contained in the Act with regard to the working of lifts in factories and shops is 

one found in operation in nearly every State in the American Commonwealth, in whose cities the 
lift or elevator is~more widely used than in our own. An inspector may prohibit the use, in a factory or 
shop, of any lift he considers to be unsafe. In the United States the usual practice is to placard the 
lift as unsafe, and penalise the removal of the placard and the use of the lift; this provision is also 
extended beyond the limits of a Eactory Act, and is applied to elevators in warehouses, hotels, and public 
places. _ _ _ .

The operation of these clauses is in our case confined strictly to factories and shops. And here 
it may he stated that with its limited staff the Department does not undertake to do more than make a 
cursory examination of lifts, and direct that obviously necessary precautions should he taken. Erom 
what the inspectors report, it appears that the safety of the public requires something more than this. 
The principles applied in the case of proposed land-boiler inspection might very well be applied to an 
inspection of all passenger lifts in the Colony. All proprietors in shops, hotels, &c., might be required 
to register their passenger lifts, and careful examinations by professional experts should then follow, and 
upon°the report of such experts, a certificate of safety might issue, and without such certificate, granted 
after due examination, the use of the lift should be penalised. To answer for the security of a lift the 
inspector would require to make a minute examination of every part, a thorough test of the chains, 
shafts, &c.

It is very doubtful, indeed, if in half the instances where they have been attached the so-called 
safety-catches and other appliances would at the critical moment work successfully. _ A story is told by 
a leading manufacturer of this city of a patent lift-catch invented by one of his employees. This 
appliance was attached to a new lift in the factory, and the manufacturer invited his friends to a luncheon, 
and loaded the car with a ton weight. Then glasses were charged to drink to the success of the new 
appliance, the car was let go, and, as the manufacturer subsequently remarked, “ That lot cost me a 
hundred pounds, and pretty well a new foundation.” _ ,. .

It is not improbable that, unless some system for the thorough examination of passenger lifts in 
shops, hotels, and public buildings is provided, an accident may occur some day that will shock the 
city. _ .

As it is individual accidents are not infrequent, due no doubt in some cases, though not in all, to 
the carelessness of the person injured. Not long since a one-time resident in an hotel in Sydney called 
at this office, to know if anything could be done to compel landlords to in all cases provide an attendant 
on the lift, and he related a number of narrow escapes he had had through persons on floors above or 
below him pulling the rope to raise or lower the car. Einally, the man had his hand crushed in one of 
these adventures, and had to obtain surgical assistance, and when he suggested that the expense should 
be met by the landlord, was told that the accident was due to his own carelessness. _

So far as the factories and shops are concerned, a degree of good has been done in removing 
juveniles from the care of lifts, and requiring fencing to be provided round the well-holes, but no expert 
examination of material and appliances has, nor under the circumstances can be, carried out.

Mr. Taylor reports :— *
Section 32 provides that a male under 16 years of age, or a female, shall not he allowed to have the care or working 

of any elevator or lift. About the time the Act came into force numerous lift accidents occurred, and on inspection of 
many lifts in the city, evidenced the necessity for the provision.

Most of the lifts and elevators were found to be worked by boys under 16 years of age, and the employers in each 
case having been informed of the clause in the Act bearing on this matter, the boys were subsequently replaced by lads of 
maturer years.

At an inquest held in the early part of the year on a lad under the statutory age, who was killed m a lift, several 
witnesses stated that the lad, who was both healthy and strong for his age (14 years), was not physically capable of working 
the lift, as to start and stop it required a man’s strength. On

*33—B
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On a certain occasion, visiting a factory, I got in the elevator, and told the lad in charge to take me up to the 

manager’s floor. The lift went np so slowly that I asked the lad would it not go faster ; he replied, “ Yes ; but I am 
frightened to let it go faster, because if I do I won’t be able to stop it.” The lad was 14 years of age, and apparently not 
sturdy enough to be placed in charge of a lift which numbers of persons used daily. I informed the manager, and the 
boy was removed to another part of the factory, being replaced by a much older and stronger lad.

With regard to the unprotected state of most of the goods lifts and hoistways, I found that in a great many cases 
the lift openings and hoistways were totally unprotected, and it was necessary to order ‘ ‘ gates ” or hand-rails to be erected; 
but even these gates are not perfectly satisfactory, for the following reasons :—Doors which require opening and closing 
every time the lift is used are frequently found open ; and shutters and gates, which should be lifted up and lowered again 
when the cage leaves the landing, are often found up some 5 or 6 feet above the floor level ; and although in many cases 
the foremen and managers pass and repass these unprotected openings without comment, yet if their attention is drawn to 
the matter by the Inspector, they invariably condemn the carelessness of their workpeople.

Mr. Armitage says :—
Two fatal accidents have happened in my district owing to the unprotected state of the lifts. In one case a lad 

under 14 years was working a goods lift. In the evidence at the inquest nothing was given to show the cause of the lad’s 
death ; and after the inquest I visited the factory, and found that the cage of the lift was only boxed up 4 feet high, and 
at the back of the lift the girders of the floor joists ran across the well; and on looking at one of these girders I saw 
portions of the lad’s hair and skin, and found that his head had been jammed between the top of the cage and the girder. 
In this case I had the valves attended to, as they were out of order.

The second lift accident was owing to the hauling-gear of the lift giving way. This was a friction lift in a flour 
mill. This lift was provided with safety-catches, but the guides were of Oregon, and the wire rope broke while the lift 
was np. The safety-catches failed, and the man in the lift was killed at the bottom. I am sorry to say that I have come 
across several friction lifts, and in every case have had to order some alteration. An hydraulic lift which I inspected recently 
was loaded with a ton weight, and the safety-catches in this case successfully held it against the guides. The well-hole 
is closed at night by trap-doors worked by hydraulic power. Perfect as this lift was, I had to order an addition which is 
a very common one, namely, that of two doors protecting the well. In nearly every case the doors already provided are 
just high enough to allow a person to look over and run the chance of having his head caught between the door and the 
cage.

One accident of this kind was brought under my notice. A man was looking over the door down the well, when the 
lift came down and caught his head. Fortunately it stopped in time to prevent the man’s death, but not till he had his 
jaw fractured. The occupier of a shop in the city was asked to fence the lift-well, as the cage had no door. When I 
called again it had not been done, and he told me that in the building opposite (which was let as offices) there was a lift 
of similar construction. The occupier of the shop fenced his lift in accordance with the law; but the case he referred me 
to is similar to many in the city, where lifts are used in offices and warehouses, over which the Act gives us no control.

Accidents.

The Act provides that:—“Where there occurs in a factory any accident, produced either by 
machinery moved by steam, water, or other power, or through a vat, pan, or other structure, filled with 
hot liquid or molten metal, or other substance, or by explosion, or by escape of gas, steam, or metal, 
which either— '

(a) causes loss of life to an employee in the factory; or
(5) causes bodily injury to an employee in the factory, such as to prevent him from returning to 

his work in the factory within forty-eight hours of the occurrence of the accident,
written notice of the accident shall forthwith be sent to the Inspector for the district, stating the cause 
of death or the nature and‘extent of the injury, as the case may be, and the residence of the person 
killed or injured, or the place to which he has been removed. The Minister may, if he thinks fit, obtain 
a report from a legally-qualified medical practitioner, or other competent person, upon the nature, extent, 
and cause of such death or injury.”

In accordance with this provision, five fatal and fifty-four non-fatal accidents were reported to the 
Department during the year. Probably this number does not include the whole of such accidents during 
that period, taking into consideration the fact that the provisions of the Act were not as widely known as 
they will be in the course of time. The procedure adopted has been for an Inspector to visit the scene 
of the accident immediately after it has been reported, and where it has occurred through a cause which 
might have been prevented through any form of guard, to thereupon have such guard applied to the 
machinery. An Inspector has also attended inquests into the causes of certain deaths in factories with a 
view to giving evidence should any such death have arisen through non-compliance with the provisions of 
the Act. This course will be followed in all such cases, and it might be here pointed out that employers 
should bear in mind that non-compliance with a statutory duty (such as the requirements of the Factories 
and Shops Act), through which injury is caused to an employee, would probably give such employee an 
action for damages against his employer on the ground of negligence.

In order to check the reports of employers, an arrangement was come to with the Sydney and 
Prince Alfred Hospitals to forward to this office a weekly record of all the accidents in factories admitted 
to or treated by these institutions, and this has proved of considerable value to the Department.

The following list shows the number of accidents reported in each month the Act was in operation. 
February................................... 5 August ................................... 2
March 
April 
May 
June 
July

Of the accidents enumerated—

8
3
5
3
0

September
October
November
December

4
6

10
13

14 were injuries to arms caused by crushing, burning, and cuts.
18 „ hands „ „ „ „

6 .. . iegs „ „ „ _ „
4 ,, (in each case fatal) caused through lifts.

_ This classification of accidents indicates that the provision with regard to the guarding of machinery 
is one greatly needed in our factories as in a large proportion the injuries would have been avoided had 
proper guards been provided.

Miss
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Miss Duncan remarks :—

There ia a great danger of accident in laundries from steam mangles; three cases were reported in the year in 
which girls had their hands crushed in the rollers. In two cases the injury done was very great, and the girls were 
unahle to work for many weeks. In one instance the employer paid liberal wages and all expenses ; but m the second case, 
in which the girl went daily to the hospital for eight or ten weeks, the compensation received appears to have been by
no means on the same scale. . .i • i • i. • j

I might also call attention to the very great danger run by girls in boot factories who wear their hair hanging down 
their back. Happily no cases have been reported this year, but it has happened both m Sydney and m New Zealand that 
the scalp has been frightfully injured by the hair being caught in machines running by steam.

Mr. Taylor reports :—
Many of the accidents that are met with are the result of carelessness and ignorance on the part of the person 

iniured, and a number are also due to lads “playing ” with machinery, and taking risks from which accidents result.
Often 1 have been told by the manager or foreman that the person injured had no right there—and had been 

repeatedly warned not to do so and so—and these statements have been admitted to be true. . , ,, . , ,
On the other hand it must not be forgotten that a considerable number of accidents arise from the neglect of 

employers to place their people in a position where they are practically safe. The Employers Liability Act has certainly 
been of use in making employers more ready to adopt measures of precaution. At the same time it has given rise to a
system of insuring against the liabilities created by this Act. _ . , j-uii

Many of the employers rely on the fact that all their hands are insured against accident, and should any accident 
he met with, this insurance covers all likely damages, and that as the hands are insured, they should not be compelled to
fence their machinery. -ji. , ■, nl

Apart from the carelessness of the person injured, there are many causes which lead to an accident, and it would 
not he out of place to mention some of the chief ones, viz. Unguarded parts of the machines; exposed cogs, &c. ; 
unfenced driving-wheels, fly-wheels, &c. ; unprotected pulleys and belts; low shafting ; small space allowed between the
machines; uneven and bad flooring. , , . . , ,

In illustration of the features mentioned above, I may state that on one occasion I was called m to a large boot 
factory to approve of some suggested structural alterations, and whilst there noticed the unprotected state of the machinery. 
I pointed out to the proprietor the guards and fences necessary for the safe working of the machines and gearing, and 
noticing a lad at a “ rolling ” machine, I asked the occupier to. protect this machine by boarding it up m the front and 
feeding through on a sort of slot. He said it was impracticable to so guard it without interfering with the working ot the 
machine. I then told him that he could adopt any guard he liked, provided that it was sufficient; that this was a 
dangerous machine, and some guard was necessary, and would have to he affixed. Within three days I had to visit this 
factory to inquire into an accident which had happened to this very lad who had had his sleeve caught between the rollers 
and his arm drawn in and terribly crushed, and found that the carpenter had then almost completed a guard, as previously 
suggested by me. Subsequent visits have proved that the guard is very effectual, and is not a hindrance m any way 
whatever. In fact, the whole of the boot factories in my district have now made these guards on similar lines.

Certificates op Titness.
The Act provides .that persons under the age of 16 years of either sex shall not be employed in 

such classes of factories as may from time to time be determined by Eegulation, unless the occupier of 
the factory has obtained a certificate in the prescribed form of the fitness of such person for employment 
in that factory, and the Regulation issued under the authority of this provision determines these classes 
to be:—

Factokies : —
(а) In which or in connection with which steam or other mechanical power is used ; except in factories in which slop 

clothing, white work, underclothing, shirts, or hoots and shoes are prepared or manufactured.
(б) In which or in connection with which work is carried on incidental to the following businesses, manufactures, or

trades :—
.Aerated Water Works. .
Blast Furnaces.
Bleaching and Dyeing Works.
Bookbinding Works.
Candle, Soap, and Tallow Works. '
Cigars, Cigarettes, and Tobacco Works.

■ Copper Mills. '
Die-sinking and Engraving Works.
Earthenware Works.
Foundries.
Glass and Glass Bottle Works.
Glass Bevelling and Cutting.
Glass Silvering and Staining.
Iron Mills.
Lead and Shot Works.
Letter-press Printing Works.
Manure Works, Bone Mills, Glue Works, &c. . -it
Metal Works (that is to say) :—Any works in which the manufacture of any article ot metal is carried out.
Paint Works.
Plumber’s Works.
Tinware Works.
Varnish Works.
White-lead Works.
Wire Works.

In England and in the sister colonies certain medical men are appointed as “ certifying medical 
practitioners ” for this purpose, and are furnished with books of certificate forms, the butts of which are 
filled in and forwarded to the department. In our Act this almost universal rule in factory legislation 
has been departed from, and these certificates may he granted by any legally qualified medical practitioner. 
The practice meets the cases where lodge doctors are prepared to make these examinations at a small fee, 
but on the other hand it involves a much looser system. The course adopted by the ^department when 
application is made to it for a certificate is to procure from the Registrar a certificate of birth, and (being 
satisfied as to the age of the young person), to attach it to a blank form of certificate Oj. fitness. . _

The certificates of birth and fitness may then be taken to any legally-qualified medical practitioner 
who, being satisfied that the applicant is physically fit for work in the class of factory he wishes to enter, 
fills’in the certificate and butt to that effect. The recipient then detaches the butt and remits it to the 
department. Erom this it will be seen that the department is dependent on the persons receiving the 
certificates for the notification of snch receipt. In the majority of cases the butt is returned and noted 
in the books, but in not a few it is only wrhen the certificate is produced at the factory that the fact ot it 
having been granted is definitely ascertained. Ahe
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The value of these certificates necessarily depends upon the thoroughness of the medical exami
nation, but there are grounds for believing that in many cases they are granted as a matter of course; or 
at least that they are not withheld, unless in extreme cases of physical disability. The Victorian Chief 
Inspector of Pactories stated in his Annual Eeport for 1895 that during that year 711 boys and 521 girls 
obtained these certificates. “ One boy and one girl were refused certificates on the grounds of physical 
unfitness for work in a factory. It would, therefore, appear that 1,234 children paid £308 10s. to 
medical men for the purpose of ascertaining that two of their number were not strong enough to work in 
factories.” ■ ■ ■

In New South Wales the system in force does not admit of an accurate return of the certificates 
refused being made, but there is sufficient evidence to show that in very few' cases indeed is the medical 
certificate withheld.

In Victoria the medical fee is fixed at 5s., but no such restriction applies here. A medical man 
may fix his own fee, and, in consequence of complaints that in some cases what, taking into consideration 
the circumstances of the young people, examined, was a high fee, had been demanded, the department 
invited legally qualified medical men to send their names to this office, with a statement of the fee which 
they would be prepared to take for examination in these cases. By this means, a list has been drawn up, 
and is kept in the office for perusal by applicants, showing the fees charged by the medical men named 
thereon. These fees range from 2s. Cd. to 5s. In justice to the profession, it should be stated that in 
many cases it has come to the knowledge of the department that where the applicants have been unable 
to pay any fee at all the examination has been made free of charge.

The number of certificates of fitness granted since the Act came into force has been 1,235. Of this 
number 1,068 were granted to boys and 187 to girls, and were distributed as follows

Class of Factories. No. of Certificates issued.
Condiment and Cordial.....................................................   70
Jam ................................................................................  76
Saw and Flour Mills ........................................................................................ 13
Steam Laundries............................................................................................... 30
Furniture and Pianos .................................................................................... 33
Bricks and Pottery ................................................................................................ 12 ,
Confectionery........................................................................................................ 89
Tobacco ..........................................................................................................  47
Meat Works......................................................................  43
Printing .......................................................................................................... 152
Glass Wrorks ...................................................................................................... 12
Metal-works, Foundries, Tinsmiths, &c.....................   243
Box ................................................................................   28
Miscellaneous.............. :................................. ................................................. 387

Total.....................................   3,235

Horns or Labotth.
The Act provides that ordinarily,—

(a) Males under 16 years of age, and
(b) Women at any age

may not be employed for more than forty-eight hours in any one week, but may work overtime for three 
hours on thirty days in the year, though not for more than three days consecutively. Under exceptional 
circumstances the Minister may extend the time to not more than in all sixty days in the year.

This provision has been more difficult to administer than any other in the Act. It is a not 
uncommon experience for a complaint to be made to the department, on behalf of the employees, and 
then to find that on the surface, at all events, they, upon the inspector’s visit, as much resent the inter
ference of the Act with their hours of labour as do the employers themselves. The unfortunate position 
of the department in having to get the condemnation of the employer out of the mouths of his own 
employees will always make it difficult to fully enforce these provisions.

However, in many cases the department finds the employer himself anxious to have the time 
limitation enforced, as it tends to fairer competition all round.

No provision is made in the Act, as in English legislation, for certain holidays being observed ; 
consequently, it has been the custom in cases wdien a public holiday occurred in any week for the 
hands to be required to work overtime during the remainder of the week till the full period of forty-eight 
hours was made up. In consequence of this, an intimation was published, based on a Ministerial minute, 
that such a system was not only contrary to the spirit, but was also an infraction of the letter of the Act. 
Section 37 of the Act expressly refers to overtime, as time worked beyond the ordinary working hours, 
and section 12 requires these “ working hours of the factory” to be posted up. The inspectors were, 
therefore, instructed to regard every period of time worked in a factory beyond the hours posted up, as 
overtime without regard to the fact that by reason of the intervention of a holiday a total of forty-eight 
hours in any one week may not have been worked in the factory by the women and lads concerned. The 
Bank Holidays Act in this Colony applies only to hanks and public offices, whereas, in England, provision 
in this respect with regard to factories is made by the Eactory Act. The English Eactory and Workshop 
Act, 1878, s. 21, provides that “A child, young person, or woman shall not (save as is in this Act specially 
excepted) be employed on Sunday in a factory or workshop.” The exemption referred to relates to Jews, 
who may substitute Saturday for Sunday. No such provision is made in our Act. Cases are known to the 
Department where Sunday work has been carried on in factories, and which it was powerless to check, 
the only proceedings that could be brought being under the Act 29 Car. II, c. 7.

Section 40 of the Act provides that no occupier of a factory shall employ a male under 16 years of 
age or a female under 18 years of age

(a) in any factory,
(b) in the business of, but outside any factory,

between the hours of 7 o’clock in the evening and 6 o’clock in the,morning, unless in the case of overtime, 
but gives the Minister power to exempt from its operations any factory where the customs or exigencies 
of the trade carried on therein may require, or make it desirable, that such an exemption should be 
granted. The
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The, department is naturally chary about granting, permits of this kind, and it has only been in 
cases where perishable articles have had to be dealt with and in exceptional cases of pressure at a 
particular season that they have been granted. The number allowed last year was only five, and in each 
case special conditions were attached. For example, permits were granted to certain jam-making 
firms on the following conditions :—

(a) That two shifts per day would be worked, and no boy or woman be worked in consecutive shifts.
(b) The first shift to commence not earlier than 6 a.m., and the last to finish not later than 10 p.m.
(c) Night work to be done in alternate shifts, so that no boy or girl be worked two consecutive 

w'eeks on night-work.
(d) No overtime to be worked on night shifts.
(e) Each shift to be allowed two breaks of not less than half an hour each for meals.

This arrangement has not, however, been found to work altogether satisfactorily in consequence of 
'the intermittent nature of the fruit supply. With a constant and fairly equal supply such a system 
could be worked with complete satisfaction. In each case it should be understood that the permission 
was granted for a limited period only, sufficient to cover the fruit season.

Mr. Taylor says :— '
Although the Act provides that females and boys under 16 years of age may be employed for forty-eight hours in 

any one week, there are many factories in the city in which the hands are employed for only forty-four hcurs. By far the 
greater number, however, work the full time allowed by the Act, and there are factories which are still working in excess 
of the statutory time. -

Great difficulty was experienced in some of those factories in which the longer hours were worked in inducing the 
employer to lessen the hours of employment for boys and females. One objection raised was the upsetting of business 
arrangements, as it was necessary (in the case of males) that the boys should attend and feed the adults with work. Some 
of the manufacturers informed me that it was their intention to apply for exemption. But upon it being pointed out that 
the department had not the power to grant such exemption, and a reasonable time being allowed in which to make more 
satisfactory arrangements, the greater number limited the hours of these young persons to forty-eight per week.

Another objection (in the case of females more particularly) was that the hands were paid piecework, and that it 
was the wish of the employees themselves to work these long hours. In explanation it was said that in some weeks work 
would be slack, arising perhaps from dulness of trade, bad weather, and other causes, and the employees would, therefore, 
have a “ bad week,” and their earnings for that week be considerably reduced.

Many employers, whilst approving of the particular clauses wished, whilst trade was brisk,the opportunity of working 
their hands for longer hours. .

The greater number of factories on receiving warning altered their hours, and are now working according to the 
provisions of the Act, but several factory owners, in spite of repeated warnings, continued to employ the younger lads and 
females contrary to the Act, and it was considered advisable to take proceedings against them, the result acting as a 
deterrent to others. Prosecutions were accordingly instituted and convictions obtained.

The hours worked by some of the factories were excessive, instances having come under my notice where boys and 
girls were worked up to and over sixty hours per week, for which they received a few shillings only.

1 One of the worst cases I had to deal with was at a factory in which the work was carried on night and day, both males 
and females being employed. At the time of my first visit all the employees were supposed to work in twelve hours’ shifts, 
out of which they were allowed 1J hours for meals, but, on inquiry, I found that even these long hours were exceeded. The 
proprietor was informed of the provisions of the Act with regard to hours of labour, and he promised compliance with my 
demands. An official notice was sent to him,- and he was allowed one month in which to make necessary alterations. Some 
time afterwards I visited this factory, and the manager informed me that he had completed his arrangements, and that the 
hands were then working the prescribed hours, at the same time drawing my attention to the “ notice of hours ” posted in 
the factory. Not being perfectly satisfied with his assurance, I paid another visit to make strict investigation, and then 
found that the girls were still (according to their own statement) working from sixty to eighty hours per week. From one 
girl’s statement I found-that the hours worked by her during the week totalled over ninety. She also stated that she was 
kept going so much that she had not time to take the ordinary allowance for meals, but had to take her meals whilst at work.

Some of these females regularly commenced work at 3 a.m., and on the Saturday morning commenced at 2 o’clock 
after working up to as late as 10 p.m. the previous night. The majority commenced work at 4'30 a.m. and worked till 5, 
6, and 8 p.m. every evening, out of which they were allowed half an hour for breakfast, three quarters of an hour for dinner, 
and half an hour for tea. Proceedings have been instituted in this case.

Mr. Armitage reports :— ........................
' ' In laundries the work is very irregular, and this necessarily has ah effect oh the hours of employment. As a rule, the 

irohers Work from eight to twelve hours a'day, doing no work on the first day of the week, so as to cut out the forty-eight 
hours allowed by the Act. It is very common for one to visit a laundry at 9 or 10 p.m. and find the ironers at work. lam 
glad to say that, notwithstanding the rush of work in some of the larger steam laundries, they seldom exceed the eight and 
a half hours per day. ‘

In the season trades the temptation to work overtime and beyond the hours allowed by the Act is very strong, but in 
most cases the occupiers have overcome the difficulty by engaging more hands.

' In factories overtime is frequently worked on Saturdays, and often on'week-days ; the womeh'sometimes working on 
till 3 or 4 on Saturdays, and till 7 or 8 on week-nights, without a meal. This is done so that they can get away early. In 
the mills, where they work three shifts of eight hours each, the men have to take their meals whilst working.

Miss Duncan says:— " .
The weekly limit of forty-eight hours of work has certainly been of ^benefit to the women and boys in those trades 

which formerly worked very long hours. , . . ...................
In some classes of .factories the ordinary week’s work is forty-four hours, that is eight hours on five days in the week, 

and four or five hours on Saturday morning. This obtains largely in the boot trade. In some cases any excess of forty- 
four hours is paid as “overtime,” as in many printers’ workshops, and in places where the packing of tea, patent medicines, 
baking powder, &c., is carried on. There are instances of 6d. an hour and tea-money being paid when the ordinary hours 
of work are less than forty-four.

On the other hand, however, some instances have come under my notice of the working hours of the factory having 
been increased to forty-eight. ,

In some dressmaking establishments it was formerly the custom to expect the employees to work hard and late in 
busy times, in return for which an off-day was given in the following week, or in a slack time, and holidays were paid in 
full. When the law requiring payment for all overtime at the rate of time and a half, and demanding also reduced numbers 
in the work rooms came into force, this system was changed to meet the new condition.

In some isolated cases we have had to regret that the process of reducing all factories to the uniform system of forty- 
eight hours a week has not markedly improved matters, although the benefit reaped by the greater number enormously 
outweighs any disadvantages that may have accrued to the few.

There is unfortunately no provision made in the Act for the payment of overtime when worked by unpaid apprentices, 
a large number of whom are to be found in most dressmakers’ rooms ; although it is usually said that only the more skilled 
hands are kept back, there are undoubtedly cases in which these children work more than forty-eight hours in the week.

Short of absolutely forbidding unpaid hands to work “ overtime ” a minimum rate of pay per hour for overtime 
might be fixed, especially as the Act makes no provision for holidays.

It may be well doubted whether the Id. per hour which is due to the apprentice receiving 2s. 6d. per week is a rate 
of remuneration in proportion to the loss which she sustains in working under gaslight. The provision in the-English 
Amending Act of 1895, which forbids a person under 18 to work overtime, seems to be a very wise measure.

One.
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One of the grievances occasionally complained of in connection with overtime is that the weekly “workman’s 

ticket,” on which the young people travel, is not available by late trains ; when good wages are received this is not a serious 
matter, but when they range from nothing to 3s. or 4s. per week the ease is altered. Some employers pay train and tram 
fares in the case of overtime, but many do not.

The inspector is often faced with the question, “ What is time and a half in the case of pieceworkers —Is it rate 
and a half ? If so, the rate per piece will have to be reduced.”
_ It is not difficult to calculate time and a half for pieceworkers on the basis of the average weekly earnings, and this 
is what is done, but it would seem that a standard rate of payment per hour fixed by law would be more satisfactory.

In connection with payments, the subject of fines and deductions may be mentioned. These are not generally 
imposed in the smaller factories, but in some of the larger ones, where many persons are employed, a system of fines for 
late arrival obtains, from which even those workers who receive 2s. 6d. a week are not exempt. In one case the fine 
imposed is at the rate of time and a half. Deductions from the weekly wage are also made in cases of a short week’s work.

[Note.—In the Truck Bill laid on the table of the House last Session special provision was made, following recent 
English legislation, to regulate deductions from wages. It was proposed to place considerable limitation on the power of 
employers to make such deductions from the wages of their employees on account of fines.]

OtTTWOKKEBS. .

The Act requires that every occupier of a factory employing outworkers must keep a record 
showing:— "

(a) The name of every person employed by him in the business of his factory outside such factory;
(b) The places where those persons are employed ;
(c) The rate of payment in each instance, and furnish a summary of the same when required by the 

inspector to do so.
These are the only provisions that directly touch the question of sweating, and it cannot be con

tended that they provide any effectual check on the abuse. Probably they may have the effect of bringing 
cases of exceptional hardship under the notice of the department, and through it informing the public. 
Further than this they do not go. The iron law of supply and demand still works out to its logical and 
bitter end. How far any legislative system in restraint of sweating may be effectual cannot be discussed 
here, for the law as it at present stands does not attempt restraint, but aims only at inquiry into condition.

The net result of the information supplied to the department with regard to outworkers is that as 
a general rule the better wages in the clothing trade, and it is in this trade that the bulk of the outwork 
is done, are paid by the class of tradesmen who supply the better quality of goods. That in short, sweating 
is found to be a condition associated not so much with the making of clothes for the wealthier classes of 
the community as with the making of the slop clothing that finds its readiest though not exclusive market 
among the poor themselves. No reflection is cast upon any class by this statement, for the purchase of 
cheap goods is, generally speaking, itself the result of insufficient means to buy a better kind, but it brings 
about the paradox that the sweated employee is to some extent the outcome of his own demand for cheap 
commodities.

The following table illustrates this statement:— '
Rates of payment for work done outside the factory or shop.

Article.

Men’s Trousers ..............................
Boys and Youths’.........................
Men’s Denim Trousers..................
Men’s Mole Trousers.......................
Men’s Vests ...................................
Boys and Youths’...........................
Men’s Sac Coats..............................
Men’s Silk Alpaca Coats (unlined) 
Finishing Trousers ......................

Ladies’ Blouses ...............................
Ladies’ Wrappers ..........................
Ladies’ Skirts...................................
Children’s Dresses...........................
Children’s Sun Hats.......................
Ladies’ Underskirts .......................
Boys’ Tunics ...................................

Factory.

. Slops. Orders.

From To From To

4d. i/i i/- 3/-
4Jd. i|- 9d. 2)9
3d. Sid.
4d. 6id.
5Jd. 1|9 11- 3/6
4id. 1|3 1/- 2/6
1/5 2(3 5/- 20/-
1/- 21-
lid. 3id.

2id. 1/6
4|d. 8d.
4d. 9d.
3 id. 5d.
2id. Sid.
Sid. 4d.
3|d. 8d.

Shop.

Orders.

3j3

W

6Jd.
1/
IP
1(9
8d.
3J6

To

12/6

10(6
281-'

SI-
113
2/
14/6
2(6
2/-
5|6

Miss Duncan says:—
This table shows the prices given by tailors to their “ outworkers ” as compared with those paid by factory 

proprietors.
In comparing these, several important points should be noted.
In point of fact the two trades are not comparable; but they are so frequently confused in the discussion of 

“ sweating,” that it has been thought well to call attention to the matter.
_ The work done by private tailors is always “order ” work, that is to say, is made to measure, is of better material, 
is made with much care, and is frequently hand-sewn. The work is done by skilled hands, who have passed through along 
apprenticeship under a journeyman tailor. This accounts for the very much higher price paid for this class of work. Eactory 
“orders” are also made to measure. They too are made by journeymen or tailoresses, but with more help from the 
machine.

“ Slops,” or articles sold ready-made, are only made by factories. They are of several classes, and, when made by 
piece, are paid for at different rates, according to the amount of work required. Within the factory these are usually made 
by persons receiving a weekly wage, as already shown. It is in the commonest class of slop trousers and vests that the 
evils of sweating are most seen amongst “outworkers.” A large proportion of slops is made in the factory, and the balance 
is given out to be made by “ outworkers,” who carry them home, and return them to the factory when made.

Almost anyone who travels frequently in the omnibuses running to the suburbs is familiar with the small boy or 
girl struggling with a solid bundle pinned up in a cloth, which contains the dozen or so of “ Colonials ” which make up 
mother’s tale of work for the day. The
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The weight of a dozen pairs of unmade moleskin trousers with trimmings, as taken from the factory, averages 27 lb. 
These are of middle value. Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 2 dozen are sometimes carried away by the “outworker,” a dead 
weight of nearly half a hundredweight.

The trousers are cut out in the factory, made up into bundles with their trimmings, buttons, the distinctive 
label of the warehouse, and a card of instructions, and carried to and from the factory by the “outworker” or her children. 
Cotton and threads are provided by the outworker.

The outworker puts the article together by machine, sews on the buttons, makes button-holes, and finishes the 
various parts by hand, and returns the bundle to the factory. The factory presser then goes over each article with a 
hot iron to give it a finished appearance, and make it ready to be sent into the warehouse, whence it finds its way to the 
retail shop or up-country store.

The work as it is often done is of the very poorest quality, a fact easily accounted for, when it is remembered that 
this industry is resorted to by women who have no other means of making a livelihood, and who are entirely untrained. 
In this, as in other occupations, the best worker commands the best prices, and is employed by the best factories, but there 
is only a limited amount of work at the higher prices, and a very large amount at low rates.

In some rare cases work is given out to be “finished” by “outworkers.” “ Finishing ” consists in completing the 
garment by hand after it has been put together by machine, and is paid for at the rate of from IJd. to 3Jd. per pair.

I have investigated most of these cases, and find that although “finishing ” is occasionally done by “ outworkers,” 
it cannot at present be looked upon as part of the system, nor from the very low rates given, is it likely ever to be much 
sought after. It has generally been undertaken by persons who have other means of support, and who in order to meet 
a temporary want, have turned to this as a possible means of adding a few shillings to the week’s income. As a means of 
living, it is entirely out of the question at prevailing rates ; although in one instance it is stated that a woman has been 
able to make 10s. or 12s. a week, this seems to have been a special case, and there is no reason to suppose that a constant 
supply of work would be forthcoming, except at the lowest rates, which seem to bring in from 5s. to 8s. a week, with 
continuous work.

I have visited many “ outworkers ” in their homes, and I do not think that at the rates of 4d. and 4Jd., which are 
now given by some factories for making Colonial tweed trousers, a woman could make a living unless she had some 
other source of income.

It appears that slop vest-makers get much better prices, and that two persons working together can make from £1 
to 36s. per week. There are two or three classes of slop vests, cotton-stitched, the lowest pay for which is 5s. 6d. per 
dozen, and silk-stitched 9s. and 11s. the dozen ; a vest-maker also occasionally gets a machine order at somewhat higher 
pay.

Two women working together can make about eight vests a day, the buttons are sewn on by the “ outworker,” but 
button-holes are made by machine after the garment is returned to the factory.

The life of a trousers-maker, working on the lowest class of slop serge and tweed trousers, is a very hard one. Two 
persons can make from eight to twelve pairs a day, taking large and small sizes together. A small amount of pressing has 
to be done, and all button-holes made, whilst the worker also finds all cottons and threads; these are frequently bought 
voluntarily from the factory, because they are found to be cheaper and of better quality, and because it is difficult in small 
shops to match the numerous shades of colour required for different tweeds, of which there may be a considerable variety 
in one bundle ; the ordinary weekly cost of cottons and threads is stated to be about Is. 6d. or 2s.

The tailor’s machine used for this purpose costs from about £10 to £12, and takes from two to four years to pay off 
on the time payment system ; the usual terms are, first payment of £1, and weekly payments of 2s. 6d. It appears that 
most firms supplying machines deal leniently with their customers, and allow them to fall into arrears for some weeks.

Each “ outworker” has a book in which the person who gives out the bundle from the factory enters the date, the 
cutter’s number, the number of pairs given out, with the rate of pay ; this is a check upon both the worker and the factory 
if the books are properly kept, but I have seen books so badly entered at the factory that it is impossible for the worker to 
know at what rate she is really being paid ; this however seems to be exceptional.

The fact that in one factory, in which the rates of payment are very low, all odd half-pence are’ kept by the factory 
has several times been mentioned, and it has also been affirmed by more than one worker that in another factory mistakes 
as to payment due so frequently occur to the loss of the worker that they have given up taking out work from the firm.

The want of a regular supply of work, and the time lost in going in search of it, is so much felt amongst this class of 
workers, who generally live in distant suburbs, that a woman will often prefer to take work from factories which give a 
lower price in consideration of its being constant. It often happens that a woman after paying a 2d. tram fare each way 
between the home and the factory is given a bundle which will bring in only 9d. or Is. gross earnings, and in a slack time 
she may go in day after day only to return disappointed. _

' It is probably true, as often stated, that many persons take out work from factories who are already well provided
for, and that they reduce the amount of work available for those who really need it.

A large number of ‘ ‘ outworkers” are women whose husbands are invalids or out of work, and who have several 
children, besides the numerous class of women who are widowed or deserted.

In addition to outworkers from clothing factories, there are others who take out work from the factories in which 
ladies and children’s clothing is made, but by far the greater number appear to work directly for the retail shop-keepers, 
either as individual ‘ ‘ outworkers” or as occupiers of small factories. The prices given by shops appear to be much better 
than those given by factories, but on this point the department has not a great deal of information, the occupiers of shops 

. not being required, as in the case of factories, to furnish the information.
There appears to be a disinclination on the part of factory owners to give out work of this class, and as their 

premises are enlarged an increasing number of indoor workers is taken on.
As in clothing factories, the women employed are either “machinists” or “finishers,” and are generally paid by 

piece, though sometimes by weekly wage. Neither hand, as a rule, completes the manufacture of any garment, so that the 
rates per piece paid to indoor and outdoor workers cannot be accurately compared.

Blouse-makers outside are paid by factories at rates varying from 2s. 6d. per dozen to 18s., according to the quality, 
style, and material of the blouse.

There is yet another class of home-workers who are employed directly by the warehouses and shops, viz., those who 
do stock work, and those who make fiour-bags, tents, and tent-curtains, and house linen.

, The sources of information on these matters are more limited than in the case of factory “ outworkers,” but the
following prices for work may be quoted :—

For flour-bags................................................. 3d. to 3Jd. per dozen.
Pillow-slips..................................................... 1/6 to 2/-, according to the way in which they are made.
Table-cloths ................................................. 2|- per dozen.
Table-napkins ............................................. 1/- per ,,
Sheets.............................................................  2/- per ,,
Towels and dusters .................................... 1/- per ,, .

These are warehouse prices paid to a good worker and are said to compare favourably with the low lists. 
Prices paid by shops :—

Plain pillow-slips..........
Frilled pillow-slips ......
Paisley wrappers..........
Lined skirts ....................
Skirts lined and bound
Flannel pyjamas ..........
Flannel shirts ..............
Common blouses ..........
Lined cashmere blouses
Good cotton blouses......
Pyjamas...........................

1(9 per dozen.
2(6 per „
12|- to 15|- per dozen. 
1/6 each.
21- „ .
6(6 per dozen, all sizes. 
4(3 per dozen.
6(6 „ , 
1(6 each.
12/- per dozen.
1(6 each.

These articles are made for stock. The material is sent to the outworker in bales, 
and is paid a fixed price per dozen for each class of goods.

She cuts it to the best advantage, 
•Tailors’
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Tailors’ cloth cuttings are sold both by the factory and the “ outworker.” When in large quantities, as in the factory, 
they are exported to be worked up again into flock or cloth, and in small quantities they are sold to bedding and flock 
factories at IJd. per lb.

In the latter case they are passed through the flock-machine together with woollen rags of every description, to be 
worked up into the flock which is used for the stuffing of chairs, sofas, and bedding. That flock thus made is nearly 
always uncleansed is an undoubted fact; a certain amount of dust is carried off by means of a fan, but however dirty or 
infectious may be the old clothing which is brought in by the collectors from any and every source, it is ground up into a 
new form in the flock-machine and undergoes no cleansing by washing or boiling, though rude attempts are sometimes 
made to disinfect it.

Although manufacturers may exercise care in choice of woollen rags offered them for sale, it is manifestly impossible 
for them to distinguish between those which may contain the germs of disease and those which are only dirty, and until old 
articles of clothing are rejected by flock-makers cleanliness in flock cannot be looked for.

In this connection I may quote from an article which recently appeared in the London Times. “ In commenting upon 
the report of the Committee appointed to inquire into the causes of workmen suffering from anthrax, the writer says,— 
£ We get some idea of the filthy condition of the materials worked up into stuffing for sofas, chairs, and beds, in learning 
that 40 per cent, of the weight is not unusually removed in the process of washing. It is unsatisfactory though not 
surprising to learn that some manufacturers in Gloucestershire, who used to wash rags before putting them into machines, 
now state that they are compelled in these days of low prices and keen competition to manufacture unwashed flocks in 
order to hold their own against Yorkshire makers. It is unpleasant to reflect that in cheaper articles of furniture there is 
probably dust containing enormous numbers of microbes.’”

Table V in the Appendices furnishes some statements made by outworkers relative to their wages, hours, and 
condition.

16

Sweating.

_ Sweating has been defined by Mr. Schloss, a well-known writer on industrial subjects, as a “ condi
tion of industry under which workers are practically compelled to work at starvation wages for excessive 
hours and under insanitary conditions,” and the system itself has been well described in a report to the 
Board of Trade as “ one under which sub-contractors undertake to do work in their own houses or small 
workshops and employ others to do it, making a profit for themselves by the difference between the 
contract prices and the wages they pay their assistants.” The commercial remedies that have been 
suggested are,—

(a) For all the large contractors to have their work done in establishments of their own on the 
. factory system.

(i) For labour contractors themselves to adopt the large factory system under which such 
profits would be possible as to allow of better pay to the .workers.

Other suggested remedies of a more or less philanthropic or experimental nature are co-operation, 
Oovernment workshops, and so on.

In the neighbouring colony of Victoria a Legislative remedy is now in actual operation, but it is 
premature to express any opinion as to its success or otherwise.

As pointed out in the Report of the Select Committee of the House of Lords on the sweating 
system (1890), there exists in all large communities certain conditions of life which make a system of this 
kind possible ; some of these are “ the inefficiency of many of the lower class of workers, early marriages, 
and the tendency of the residuum of the population in large towns to form a helpless community, together 
with a low standard of life, and the excessive supply of unskilled labour.” These are given as the chief 
factors in producing sweating, and the interesting statement drawn up by Miss Duncan, with its numerous 
facts and illustrations, bears out the conclusions arrived at in this report, and especially so with regard 

. to the gradual establishment in our midst of a helpless industrial community for it is notoriously difficult 
to establish any permanent trade organisation among the widely scattered members of a poorly paid 
class untrained in co-operative action. Such a class are the women engaged in the clothing trades. 
The conditions of modern factory labour, such as the ever-increasing tendency to cheapen cost and increase 
output by the subdivision of work, are in themselves a special education in helplessness. Once away from 
their particular line of work the majority of .these girls are helpless.

A vest-maker away from her vests is lost; she does not know the art of trouser-making, and that 
of coat-making is beyond her skill and strength. And as Miss Duncan points out, this is an increasing 
class—increasing not in normal proportion, but by reason of the continuous indraught of cheap or unpaid 
child-labour—increasing in excess of normal proportion. I find by a comparison of figures that the 
number of females employed in the clothing and textile trades has in the past five years largely increased, 
whereas the men 1 have added to their number only in relatively small proportion.

A reference to the statistical return at the end of this report will show that out of a total of 1,191 
females employed in the slop clothing factories, 423, or more than one-third, are under 18 years of age. 
The proportion of women of all ages to men in this class of trade is more than three to one.

Of recent years, here as in other communities, there has been a marked influx of middle-class young 
women to trades and callings. This tendency is due to causes both social and economic. Miss Collett, one 
of the Female Inspectors in England, a few years ago furnished the Board of Trade with a report on the 
“employment of w'omen and girls,” and there says, “In the middle class a high standard of comfort, a 
smaller field for domestic usefulness, a diminished probability of marriage, apprehension with regard to 
the future, have all combined to encourage the entrance into the labour market of middle-class girls.” 
Indeed, the least observant person must have noticed this tendency in our own Colony within recent years, 
and especially since the period of financial crisis through which we have passed.

In connection with this matter, I cannot refrain from caEing attention to Miss Duncan’s comment 
on the competition of partially-supported women with those wholly dependent on wages for their main
tenance. It is not, of course, a question of right, for all who wish to do so have a right to enter the labour 
'market, but undoubtedly the competition of the partially-supported w'oman, regarding her wage as merely 
supplementary to her maintenance—a means of purchasing luxuries, not necessaries—tells harshly against 
her to whom that wage represents the whole means of livelihood for herself and it may be others.

Miss
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Miss Duncan says :—

The question of “ Sweating,” has been prominently before us throughout the year. It is one on which manufacturers 
of the best class feel and speak strongly. Instances might be mentioned of good firms, honorably known for many years as 
considerate employers and good paymasters, who have worked their hands for half-time for many weeks, and have at last 
been unwillingly obliged to lower their prices, in order to keep their factories open at all in the face of fierce underselling.

It is affirmed by all persons in the trade that there has been a steady fall in prices during the past few years. This 
is popularly attributed, amongst other causes, to the desire of the public for cheaper goods. In the trade it is attributed 
to the fall in prices offered by the warehouses, to the competition between retail shops, to the keen competition produced 
by the entrance of new firms into the trade, and to unscrupulous sweating. .

Turning to the wholesale manufacture of clothing, in which sweating chiefly occurs, it seems certain that the respon
sibility lies between the warehouse, the shops, and the manufacturer.

While the ranks of “outworkers” are largely filled by deserted wives and mothers, and widows with children, 
who must take work at the price offered or starve, there is but little hope of organised resistance on their part to the system 
from which they suffer. And while factories are filled with young girls at low wages, there can be no hope that anything 
but low prices will be given, either to the indoor or the outdoor worker. The woman who, with a home and living already 
assured, takes work at a low price (and such cases are not unknown), must also take her share of the responsibility of 
helping to lower the standard of wages.

Clothing factories fall into two classes

1. Those which are under engagement to work for one warehouse or shop only, and which make order clothing
and ready-made clothing of different qualities

2. Those which carry out Government contracts and work for different warehouses and shops, making some order
clothing and all classes of ready-made clothing.

It is in the latter class that the fierce competition for the patronage of warehouses is carried on, and it is there 
we find the evidences of “ sweating.” Illustrative of this is the following incident, which is stated to be true :—A certain 
warehouse offered to manufacturers 1,000 pairs of slop trouser, of a certain kind. X, a well known manufacturer, engaged 
to do the work at Is. per pair, and the parcel w7as made up and labelled for him. Y, becoming aware of this, fixed his 
price for making at lOd. per pair, and received the promise of the order, until a lower offer of 9d. from Z won the day. It 
may fairly be assumed that the original offer of Is. would not have been entertained by the warehouse had it not 
expected to make some profit on the transaction ; and that an actual gain to the warehouse over estimated profit is repre
sented by the difference between the first and last offer. In order to understand how the cost of production comes to be so 
differently estimated by manufacturers, we turn to the constitution of the two factories. In X’s factory it will be found 
that almost all the women are over 18, and receive an average weekly wage of about 16s. ; the men, including a couple of 
apprentices, are also over 18, and receive an average wage of £2 Is. fid. Z employs a similar number of women, but two- 
thirds of them are girls ranging between 14 and 17, whose average weekly wage is less than 5s. fid., while the average 
wage for all the women employed is about 7s. In the case of males, two of whom are boys, the average weekly wage is 
about £1 7s. fid. The rates of pay to “ outworkers ” will show a like variation between the two factories.

A weekly wage of 16s. fid. is a bare living for a woman, yet it is a high average for factory work ; 7s. is not a living 
at all; but as there are numbers of girls who have a home and wish to earn a few shillings weekly, the market is flooded 
with cheap girl-labour.

In the factory the contract is carried out somewhat on the following lines :—The machinist will be paid by weekly 
wage, the finisher by the piece, the cutter and presser by piece, and soap, heating, rent, and profit must be allowed for. 
Thus the wages of four persons must come out of Is. before the manufacturer "can look for any profit. If the price be 
reduced to 9d., there must be a reduction all the way round; it is not likely that either the cutter or presser, who can command 
good wages, will tolerate anything but a slight reduction ; possibly there will be none in the case of the presser, who is 
sometimes paid at Union log rates. It is not, then, surprising that we find girls working as finishers at 2s. fid., 3s., and 
4s. per week, and the outworker, who is both machinist and finisher, and is at the cost of her own machine, making 
“ colonials ” at 5d., 4Jd., and 4d. a pair.

_ The large proportion of young girls and women over 18 in clothing factories is not without its significance in the 
discussion of the matter. The presence of so many unskilled hands would hardly be tolerated by men in any trade. Cheap 
production appears to be accomplished, first by the reduction of the wages of adult workers in the factory, and, at a later 
stage, by the substitution of cheap girl-labour for that of women.

The various systems of sub-contracting should be mentioned. In some cases a room in the factory is rented at 8s. 
or 10s. per week, and constant work is guaranteed by the manufacturer to the tenant, who engages and pays a number of 
young hands to do the bulk of'the work at low wages ; the employer usually receives the outworker’s price, and probably 
makes a profit upon it. Or persons engaging their own hands are charged a weekly sum of 4s. or 8s. for the use of machines, 
and possibly the services of a button-hole machinist. The case may be quoted of two women working in a factory, who 
make vests at 6s. per dozen, and a few better ones at 9s. They employ one girl at 6s. per week, one at 8s., and one unpaid 
“ apprentice.” These five persons working together make about two dozen vests a day, and are charged 4s. per week for 
the use of two machines. A trouser-maker, working independently in the factory, employs ten or twelve girls, all young, 
as “ apprentices,” giving them 2s. fid. to 3s. fid. per week ; this person is charged rent for the room, and takes trousers at 
“ outworkers’ ” prices. A vest-maker employs fifteen or seventeen hands, a coat-maker eight, ten, or twenty, and so on. 
The factory owner disclaims all knowledge of, or responsibility for, what is done by these contractors.

In the case of sub-contracting outside the factory, we find the same condition of things. The manufacturer gives 
out part of his contract in a considerable quantity to one person, who in his turn establishes a factory on a small scale, and 
employs a number of hands, either as unpaid “ apprentices,” at a weekly wage, or on piecework ; their earnings vary from 
2s. fid. to 7s., with perhaps a small number of hands at 10s. ; we even find married women earning a wage of 3s., 5s., and 
6s. a week on piecework, and trousers being given out to finish at the low rates already spoken of.

I am of opinion that this system has done much towards lowering the rate of wages both inside and outside the 
factory.

One may venture to predict that in a year or two, when all the so-called “apprentices” wdio have been kept on 
have learnt their business, the number for whom there will be room in the factories will be very small, and they will have 
no little difficulty in finding employment in the clothing trade. These comments do not apply to those well-conducted 
factories in which the number of genuine learners bears a fair proportion to the adults employed, but to those in which the 
increasing number of young hands leads on to the gradual displacement of women whose years of employment entitle them 
to expect fair wages.

Appbektices.

This Department is charged with the administration of the Apprentices Act of 1894, and the 
system of apprenticeship generally has been brought under its notice in the administration of the Factories 
and Shops Act.

Apprentices may, so far as this Colony is concerned, be divided into two classes. The first, and 
they represent a rapidly decreasing number, are those who have been apprenticed in the old meaning of 
the word—to be instructed fully in the craft exercised by their master. In a few trades, such as saddlery, 
and in the case of certain bakehouses, no doubt the obligation is still fairly complied with by the master. 
What, however, is called apprenticeship in the clothing trade is a misapplication of the word.

The provisions of the Apprenticeship Act of 1894 are not as well known as might have been expected 
among the class it chiefly interests. Some time ago a mother called on me to complain of the treatment of 
her son by the master to whom he was apprenticed. It appeared that the apprentice resided in the house 
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of the master, and before and after the day’s work at his trade had to perform a multitude of domestic 
duties, such as preparing the meals, making the beds, washing up dishes, cutting firewood, and exercising 
a general supervision over the children. This, of course, was quite in the mediaeval style, when the 
apprentice was to all intents a member of the household, and if certain homely romances are to be 
believed, had in due time as the reward of his diligence the hand of his master’s eldest daughter, and as 
the stimulus to his ambition the glory of a Lord Mayor’s day.

Some masters appear to think that this old-time form of complete servitude still exists. In the case 
quoted the master had apparently no idea that the “ forty-eight hours a week’ ’ principle had yet reached 
the venerable institution of apprenticeship, and the mother was much relieved at getting a note to the eliect 
that no apprentice “ shall be bound to serve his master for more than forty-eight hours during any one 
week.” This restriction does not, however, apply to apprentices bound to farming occupation, or to other 
servants in husbandry or to domestic service.

On this subject Miss Duncan writes :—
The system of binding apprentices by indentures for a term of years at specified wages is undoubtedly on the decline, 

although it still exists amongst bootmakers, brushmakers, saddlers, and some other trades.
The term ‘ ‘ apprentice ” is loosely applied to learners in most trades. I have discussed the matter with many 

employers, and find that there is a growing distaste for the system, which they say causes them considerable trouble 
without any corresponding advantage ; the difficulty is aggravated by the want of control shown by parents, and the 
indifference of a lad to his own interests or those of his master. Many employers express their intention of refusing to 
take apprentices, and of employing only young people who can be dismissed if they do not prove themselves satisfactory. 
This system of course would relieve the employer of the duty of teaching, and throws upon the boy the responsibility of 
learning the trade by his own diligence and aptitude, or leaving the factory as ignorant as he entered it.

As far as girls are concerned, they are seldom bound as apprentices, except in the boot trade. _
In this case they are taught one of the branches only—they are apprenticed either as fitters, i.e., persons who fit into 

place and join by some adhesive mixture the various parts of the uppers and linings ; or as machinists, i.e., persons who 
stitch together by machine the various pieces of the “uppers” which have been made ready by the “fitters.” The 
cutting out of the leather and the joining of “ uppers ” and soles is always done by men.

The apprentices are bound for about three years at the rate of 4s. for the first year, 5s. the second year, and 6s. for 
the third year, but the length of terms and rate of pay differs in different factories. In one case a bonus is distributed at 
the end of every month, calculated on the earnings of the apprentice, and is known as “ over-money.”

In millinery girls are taken on as so-called apprentices for six months or a year without pay ; at the end of that 
time, having presumably been taught something, they begin to receive from 2s. 6d. to 5s. per week.

In the dressmaking trade every workroom has a certain proportion of young girls who are taken on for three months
without pay, make themselves generally useful in running messages, matching patterns, and in tidying up the workroom, 
and who are called “ apprentices” ; they do a little needlework also, but are said to be “ very often out of the room,” and I 
believe that as a rule no attempt is made to teach them the trade at this time, and that the first three months is more of a 
probationary time ; if they prove themselves apt and willing they pass on to the more advanced stage of “improver,” when 
they begin to receive wages at the rate of 2s. 6d. per week.

In some workrooms each girl is taught the trade all through, but this seems to be somewhat exceptional, and 
ordinarily they become in the course of time either bodice-hands, skirt-hands, or sleeve-hands.

It is not uncommon to find in small workrooms that the proportion of skilled and unskilled hands is as 1 to 6. Two
sisters or friends will carry on a business with the aid of five or six hands at low wages or with no pay.

In tailors’ workshops boys and girls are apprenticed to a journeyman tailor, and are taught and paid by him. In 
one workroom several journeymen tailors may be found each with one or two-apprentices working under him ; in this case 
they appear to be thoroughly taught the trade, and develop into competent tailors and tailoresses, working as they do all 
day under the immediate direction of their employer.

In clothing factories the terms of apprenticeship so-called seem to be as follows :—Young girls are paid at the rate 
of 2s. 6d. or 3s. for the first six months, and 5s. at the end of that time. During this time they are taught to be 
“machinists” and “finishers” in the slop trade.

Mr. Armitage says:—
Apprenticeship is not so common now as a few years back. A few apprentices are taken on in the clothing trade 

and in the engineering trade, but the majority of the lads now taken on and called apprentices have no written agreement 
as to articles. They are kept at one particular machine, when in a short time they become, so far as it is concerned, expert 
as a journeyman, but are never taught any other branch of the trade.

Laundeies.
The restriction o£ the hours of women working in laundries has been received with much outcry. 

This appears to be an experience common to all centres where legislation of this kind has been applied. 
In the last Eeport of the Victorian Department the following passage appears, and is quoted to show that 
the experience in the sister colony is similar to that in our own :—

In England, where the statutory hours are much longer, the same outcry is raised, the plea being 
precisely the same, and the laundry proprietors in Melbourne are no exception to the rule; and 
probably if the hours of work in Victorian laundries were fifty-two per 'week instead of forty-eight 
the same difficulty would still be raised.

As will be seen from Miss Duncan’s report, the work of women employed in laundries is not only 
laborious in itself but has to be performed under conditions which make it very exhausting, if not 
positively hurtful to health. The bulk of this work necessarily increases in summer, the season when 
the conditions under which it has to be carried out are least favourable to long-continued exertion. At 
the close of last summer a case was brought under the notice of the Department, where the proprietor 
complained that if he were not able to work his laundry continuously for three days and nights in 
succession he could not meet an exigency that had arisen, in connection with the despatch of a mail 
steamer, for cleansing the linen of which he had entered into a contract. He proposed to do this 
with his ordinary hands, but it was pointed out to him that he could not be allowed to work them 
for such excessive overtime, and that if he must carry out his contract it would have to be with extra 
assistance. He accordingly submitted a proposal to double his staff and divide the work into three shifts 
of eight hours each, half ordinary hands and half extra hands in each shift. This arrangement was 
sanctioned, and would no doubt have worked satisfactorily had not circumstances subsequently made it 
unnecessary to put it into force.

Hollowing
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following the practice in England and the sister colony of Victoria, a proclamation was issued in 
the early part of the year exempting religious and charitable institutions from the provisions of the Act. 
As the proprietors of several laundries complained of the injustice of the competition under such circum
stances, Miss Duncan was detailed to visit, with the consent of the responsible officers, a number of these 
places with the result stated in her report.

Miss Duncan says :— 1
Laundries may be divided into two classes, viz. :—

(a) Hand laundries. .
(b) Steam laundries. '

The hand laundries, in which no mechanical power is used, are much more numerous than those worked by steam. 
The work is usually carried on either in the house of the employer or in a house devoted to the business only ; the 

premises are usually old and often in bad repair, in consideration of which they are let at a low rent. This is often the 
fate of the old bungalow type of house, which is by no means unsuitable for the purpose ; the front rooms, furnished as 
they are with numerous French and other windows, well shaded by the wide verandah, make pleasantly, airy, and cool 
ironing rooms, and as the house is often surrounded by a large drying-ground, formerly a garden, they are protected from 
the dust which is fatal to the success of good work. ^

In the city laundry work is often carried on in premises originally intended for. shops, in which case the ventilation 
is usually deficient. The ironers are placed in a front room, which has a large shop window incapable of opening, and the 

‘ only ventilation is obtained from the door opening out on the street, with a possible fanlight above, both of which are kept 
scrupulously closed in dusty weather; these rooms open into a room behind, which may be used either as a room for heating 
irons or as a living room, and which again has a door leading into the small yard at the back. The ventilation is poor, and 
it is difficult to see how it can be improved.

On the other hand, where a whole house of a fair size, and standing by itself, is given up to laundry work, the 
conditions are not at all unfavourable. _ 4

The trade of hand laundries is almost entirely confined to private customers, the work is regular, being collected on 
Monday and returned at the end of the week, and is only subject to the ordinary increase of work in summer due to the 
difference in attire. #

The ordinary hours worked in this trade during the winter months appear to be well under the forty-eight^allowed 
by law, and any excess due to increased summer work can be easily met tby the provision made for “ overtime ” in the 
Act. As a rule, the “ washers ” work for two or three days in the beginning of the week, and the ironers begin on Tuesday 
and work till Friday or Saturday. The washers are paid by the day, and the ironers by piecework ; the latter average 
excellent wages throughout the summer making from £1 to 30s. or £2, according to their own quickness. .

The women employed in hand laundries are seldom under 18 ; a large proportion of them seem to be married women. 
In steam laundries the conditions are widely different, and great opposition to the Act was at first shown by the 

proprietors, who protested strenuously that the enforcement of its provisions would lead to the giving up or breaking of 
contracts, greatly to-their loss.

It was also said that the trade would be forced into the hands of adult foreigners, men who could and would work 
unlimited hours, whereas the hours of women now employed are limited. I venture to think that this danger is much 
over-rated, and in no case would it greatly affect the steam laundries, the bulk of whose trade is ship and hotel work, 
which small hand laundries could never attempt to undertake; It is true that contract work is done at such a low price 
that steam laundrymen state they cannot afford to dispense with a private trade also, but this they draw largely from 
hotels. # ^

In the summer-time, when the ocean steamers are larger and more crowded, when intercolonial boats run more 
frequently, and when hotels are full, the ship and hotel contracts are very much heavier than in winter, and as these must 
be carried out at any cost, much private and chance work is said to be refused, in order that the laundry shall fall in with 
the provisions of the Act. In this I see no great hardship, as it cannot be supposed that laundries are carried on at a loss 

. during the other months of the year, and therefore it is well in the interests of the women that a time limit should impose 
some restriction on the amount of work accepted by a laundry.

If ships, hotels, and railway contracts were not done at such abnormally low rates of pay, we should not hear so much 
of these complaints. The responsibility for this lies between the contracting parties, who cannot reasonably think that the 
payment is a fair one. . i #

When the various processes through which linen passes in a laundry are taken into account, when it is remembered 
that in order to do the work in a given time costly machinery and large numbers of hands are necessary, the rates of 2Jd., 
3d. and 4d. a dozen which now prevail for sheets, pillow-slips, towels, and table-napery, seem very inadequate.

Only a few years ago the same work was done in Sydney at Is. a dozen. It is not necessary to point out that all 
such contracts are carried out at the cost of reduction in wages. . _

The exclusion of laundries worked by charitable institutions from fthe operation of the Act is complained of, more 
especially in the case of a steam laundry, which having received gifts of expensive machinery is able to compete with 
the established laundries on their own ground, and with the superior advantage of being able to work without restriction 
of hours, and to a large extent without payment of wages. > _

This particular institution I have not been able to visit, and therefore I am unable to express an opinion on the 
subject, as I know nothing of the class of work which it undertakes or the hours worked.

I have, however, as a matter of courtesy been allowed to visit the other charitable laundries of Sydney, and I do not 
think that the complaint is well founded so far as they are concerned. In only one case is contract work undertaken at 
all, and in this instance the two contracts are very small; no work is done on Saturday; the work on other days does not 
exceed eight hours a day, and the work is done at the ordinary rate of charge.

This applies to all the charitable institutions visited. . #
The larger steam laundries are buildings specially erected for the purpose, well furnished with abundant window- 

space, and in some cases with fans. The “ washers,5> male and female, the sorters, packers, and machinists are paid by 
weekly wage, while the hand ironers are usually paid by piece. , _ _ ^

The ordinary working hours of laundries before the introduction of the Act were from 8 to 6 daily, with overtime in 
summer on two or three nights a week ; but it is averred that for several months in the year there is little or no work done 
on Saturday afternoon. # >

It would appear that the real ground of objection to the provisions of the Act does not lie in the time allowed by law 
being insufficient for the completion of the work, as there is nothing to prevent a night shift being worked in case of great 
press, but in the unwillingness of proprietors to pay overtime in the case of “ sorters” and “folders,” whose work must 
necessarily continue after that of the employees in other branches is finished, and whose hours in any week may run to 
fifty or fifty-two and in busy times inevitably do so. .

This has been shown by attempted evasions of the law in the payment of overtime in these branches. ^ .
It has been shown that those* employers who were willing to face the difficulty have been able to overcome it by giving 

each girl in the sorting department a day off in rotation, so as to allow of her working an hour later than the other hands 
on two or three days in the week, without exceeding the forty-eight hours.

As a matter of fact only one laundry has as yet made application for the extension of overtime which the Minister 
has the power to grant. - ...

Though it has been found necessary to prosecute in one or two cases of infraction of the law in laundries, it seems 
that, on the whole, the Act is working well; it is, however, early as yet to speak with certainty.

As in the case of hand laundries, the washers and hand ironers are usually married women and over 18; a good ironer 
commands a good wage.

The proportion of girls under 18 who are employed in the laundry trade is small, and their work is almost entirely 
confined to the steam laundries. Here they work as folders and machine hands, and receive wages varying from os. to 8s., 
those engaged in the sorting-room getting better wages, as their work is more responsible.

The work of the folders and machine hands is close, constant, and arduous, and is often done standing and sitting at 
steam mangles which 'give off a large amount of moisture.

. In
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. In most steam laundries the washing-machines are worked by men, while women washers work only at the tubs ; 
but in some laundries this work is done by women, and in one they work barefooted with the hot and cold water flowing 
alternately over their feet. In large laundries the floor is commonly laid with cement to a fall furnished with gullies to 
carry off the water, and with wooden gratings to enable the occupants to move about dry-footed ; the wet condition of the 
floor is unavoidable, as the washing-machines are constantly being emptied.

Among the special rules for steam laundries in the English Act of 1895 is the following :—“All stoves for heating 
irons shall be sufficiently separated from any ironing room, and gas irons emitting any noxious fumes shall not be used.”

The stoves referred to are of cast-iron and fitted to heat a large number of irons by means of a coke lire ; the surface 
of the iron,' often in a red hot condition, throws off an enormous amount of heat, and it is no uncommon thing in a hand 
laundry to find women working within a few feet of it in a small room.

It would seem that such an unnecessary aggravation of the heat in such a climate as that of Sydney should be met 
by special regulation.

In the best hand laundries one room is given up for a stove-room, and is very useful for drying purposes also ; but 
where space is deficient the stove finds its way into the ironing-room, and in such cases the difficulty might be met by 
fencing it off to a height of 5 feet by means of a movable partition.

Employment and Wages.

In compiling the statistics which are appended to this Eeport it was thought judicious to follow as 
closely as possible the forms used by the Government Statistician, a somewhat similar body of industrial 
information having in previous years been collated by that officer. It was felt that departure from tried 
and recognised forms might possibly lead to confusion. It must, however, be borne in mind in any 
comparison of the figures given in these two sets of industrial statistics that this department includes 
in its lists all factories that come within the definition given in the Factories and Shops Act; and the 
figures must therefore be read in the light of this statutory interpretation.

These tables show that at the close of- last year 1,673 factories stood registered on the books 
of the department. It is not, however, contended that this represents the total of all the factories in 
the metropolitan district which come under the provisions of the Act. Scarcely a week elapses but one 
or more, factories are found by the inspectors which properly should be registered, but which, 
through ignorance of the provisions of the Act, have not been notified to us and consequently remain 
unregistered.

In the factories stated a total of 29,503 persons are returned as employed in the metropolitan district, 
representing in round numbers nearly 1 in 45 of the total population of the Colony. Probably with other 
populous districts, such as Newcastle added, the factory employees would represent 1 in 35 of the whole 
population. In the middle of last year the total population of the United Kingdom was estimated at 
in round numbers 40 millions, and the number of persons at all ages employed in factories at that date 
about Si millions, so that, assuming the estimate in the case of our own Colony to be well within the 
mark, the relative proportion of factory employees would be as, say, 3 per cent, of our population to 
nearly 9 per cent, of the population of the United Kingdom. In Victoria the proportion is about 1 in 28 
of the population, or a shade less than 4 per cent.

Of the number of employees in registered factories considerably over half—namely, 19,168, are 
adult males. The adult women employed are in round numbers in the proportion of 1 to nearly 4 of the 
adult males—by adult being meant over the age of 18 years. The number of boys and girls in employ
ment under 18 years of age together exceeds that of the adult females, the lads numbering 3,418 and the 
girls 2,079.

■ The principal classes of factories in which women labour is employed are those connected with the 
preparation of articles of food and drink, clothing and kindred trades, upholstery, furniture and bedding, 
boobs, paper, printing, &c. In the firstnamed class they are employed in considerable numbers in biscuit 
and pastry factories, in the preparation of various condiments, in making confectionery, in jam making 
and fruit-canning. The fairly large number of 77 are engaged in tea blending and packing.

In the “clothing and textile” class the largest number of women and girls—viz., 1,518, are 
employed in dressmaking and millinery, and the slop clothing trade absorbs 1,191, whilst the tailors’ 
shops, where customers are measured to order, employ 759. In the tailoring trade Miss Duncan points out 
that the females under 18 years of age represent only one-sixth of the total number of women employed. 
In the clothing factory trade they reach nearly one-half of the total number.

' The boot and shoe trade finds employments for 711 women, whilst “ white work,” that is, the 
making of underclothing, &c., employs 239. In the class “ Shipbuilding, Eepairing, &c.,” the making of 
sails, tarpaulins, tents, Ac., finds work for 25 women and girls.

“ Furniture, bedding, Ac.,” gives employment to 101 women and girls, some engaged in upholstery 
work, others sewing carpets, making picture-frames, window-blinds, curtains, Ac.

The “ book, paper, and printing trades absorb 551 women and girls, the greater number of whom 
are engaged in folding and sewing. Making paper bags, boxes, Ac., gives employment to 140.

In the laundries 662 women are returned as being employed, and the making of tobacco, cigars, 
and cigarettes finds work for 141, whilst 130 are employed in the preparation and packing of chemicals, 
drugs, and patent medicines.

Among isolated instances may be cited the case of one woman making fishing-lines and one engaged 
as a bottler of wine, Ac.

The principal classes of factories in which lads over 14 and under 16'years of age are employed are 
those connected with the preparation of food and drink, and especially in bread, biscuit, and pastry factories, 
and in making condiments, confectionery, and jam. Lads between these ages are also employed in the meat
preserving factories as tinsmiths, packers, and attendants on the butchers; the factories where “ clothing 
and textile fabrics ” are made also find employment for a number of boys, by far the greater number 
being in the boot trade. Lads under 16 years are also to be found in the building trades, in metal-works, 
engineering shops, Ac. In the printing trade there are 134 lads between these ages.

The tables of wages have been carefully compiled from the returns furnished to the department 
and the rates given have been computed on the basis of the lowest and highest wages of men in full work, 
and may, therefore, in some cases appear rather large, since in many instances full work is the exception 
rather than the rule.

These
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These figures illustrate many interesting social and economic questions. Por example, I have 
within narrow limits attempted to compare the earnings of men and women of presumably the same or 
about the same grade of efficiency in certain of the trades in which both sexes are engaged upon similar 
work with the following results :—

Tailors Orders—
f Males from 40s. to GOs. (a) '
l Females from 15s. to 40s. (a)Coat-makers

Vest-makers ...

Trousers Hands
Clothing Factories— 

Coat Hands 
(order and slop).
Vest Hands ...

• Trousers Hands.
Machinists ...

I Males from 25s. to 46s. (a) 
l Females from 10s. to 30s. (a) 
( Males from 30s. to 55s. (a) 
l Females from 10s. to 35s. (a)

Confectioners 

Packers ... 

Weavers ... 

Upholsterers

( Males from 40s. to GOs. (a)
( Females from 10s. to 35s. (a)
( Males from 21s. to 44s. (a)
( Females from 7s. 6d. to 30s. (a)

Females only, 10s. to 30s. (a)
$ Males from 25s. to GOs. (&)
(Females from 12s. to 30s. (5)
C Males from 17s. Gd. to GOs. (b)
^Females from 12s. to 30s. (b)
| Males from 12s. to 50s. (a) and (b)

'" ( Females from 7s. Gd. to 30s. (a) and (b) 
f Males from 36s. to 50s. (a)
(Females from 18s. to 31s. (a)
( Males from 40s. to GOs. («) and (b)

"■ (Females from 12s. Gd. to 40s. (») and (b) 
\ Males from 12s. to 25s. (a)

Coverers

(2.)

(3.)

Tobacco Stemmers... } Pema]es from 10s. to 20s. (a)
( Males from 15s. to 45s. (a)
( Females from 15s. to 33s. (a)

These figures show a material difference between the weekly earnings of the two sexes. In the 
instances marked (a) the earnings are at piece rates, but in those marked (b) the rates are weekly wages, 
at which it is presumed the standard quantity of work done is about the same.

The differences in the earnings of the sexes may be due to several causes :—
(1.) The greater skill of men in certain kinds of labour, as, for example, in coat-making. On the 

better class of this work men are almost exclusively employed. Whether women would not 
become equally skilled if given equal opportunities of doing the work cannot be said, though it 
must not be forgotten that in the “ pressing” of coats a special demand is made on strength as 
well as skill.
In cases where the work is taken home and done at piece rates the larger earnings on the part 
of the men might to some extent be explained by the greater time given to the work, her domestic 
duties making special demands on the time of the woman.
There may also be a slight advantage in favour of men in their powers of endurance, though the long 
hours worked by some of the women outworkers show that not much stress should be laid on this.

These considerations, however, are applicable more to the case of weekly earnings on piece work at 
like rates than they are to wages.

The fact with regard to the latter appears to be that, after making allowance for economic consider
ations, a further element that cannot be regarded as strictly economic enters largely into the question of 
this difference between the wages of men and women engaged on similar work. The man has always been 
regarded as the bread-winner for the family, and by virtue of this position, apart from other considerations, 
commands a higher wage than the woman, even though unsupported by any such economic reason as 
greater strength or endurance, highei!’ skill, or what might be termed generally superior working capacity 
as a machine. It seems to be a fair statement to make that the cash return of a woman’s work is to some 
extent discounted by reason of her sex—even though she may be equal to the man as to the work done, 
and as a matter of fact have an equal responsibility with regard to the maintenance of a family. This 
“ sex-discount ”—to coin a term—seems to prevail in all avenues of women’s labour.

In a recent volume of Industrial Statistics, collected by the United States Labour Department, 
tables are given comparing the “ earnings of women and children and of men, of the same grade of efficiency, 
by industries,” and there I find a similar though not so marked variation in earnings in favour of males. 
For example, in the boot and shoe trade men earn from £3 to £4 a week, as stitchers, but women from 
about £2 10s. to about £3 ; tailors from £3 to £4 10s. and tailoresses from about £2 10s. to £4.

In the same volume a isection is devoted to giving the “reasons for the employment of women and 
girls by States and industries.” The following are the principal given:—“ Cheaper, more reliable, and don’t 
drink ” ; “ Cheaper, neater, arid more industrious “ Better adapted, cheaper and more reliable ” ; “ More 
easily procured ” ; “ More easily controlled and less liable to strike ” ; “Cheaper and more polite and 
pleasing ” ; Don’t wish to learn trade, content to work at a certain branch ” ; and among the other virtues 
attributed to them besides the frequently recurring cheapness and adaptability are “ cleanliness,” 
“ rapidity,” “ carefulness,” ami “ good effect upon male employees.”

The following table compares in a few instances the wages obtainable in this Colony with those paid 
in England, the English rates being taken from Board of Trade statistics.

Trade.
^Bricklayers ... ...

Masons ... ...
Carpenters and Joiners 
Plumbers , ... ...
Painters ... ...
Clickers ... ...
Lasters and Finishers 
Tailors ... ...

England. 
29s. to 43s. 
27s. to 41s. 
24s. to 41s. 
31s. to 42s. 
22s. to 36s. 
28s. to 30s. 
27s. to 30s. 
21s. to 35s.

New South "Wales.
48s. to GOs. 
40s. to GOs. 
30s. to GOs. 
30s. to GOs. 
80s. to 54s. 
25s. to GOs. 
12s. to 50s. 
40s. to GOs. Shops.

* Note.—It should be borne in mind that the English rates are based on average wages, whereas the N,S.W. rates range from lowest to highest.
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Shops.

_ With regard to shops, the principal sections in the Act affecting them are those with regard to 
sanitation, the safe-guarding of lifts, and the provision of sitting accommodation, and in each of these 
directions a good deal has been done during the year.

A shop within the meaning of the Act is any building or place, or portion thereof, in which goods 
are exposed or offered for sale by retail. Prom this it will be seen that shops do not include warehouses, 
concerning the lifts and sanitary conveniences in which it has been represented to the Department 
improvement might in some cases be made. Portions of certain warehouses, however, come with the 
definition of “ factory,” as for example, where four or more persons are engaged in preparing articles for 
trade or sale. Such articles are frequently made by breaking bulk into small packets, and putting 
labels on them, or combining portions of goods into single parcels for the retail trade.

. In a number of shops lads under the prescribed age were found in charge of lifts and were removed, 
and in others separate accommodation for the females employed had to be insisted on. The regulation 
prescribing the cubic air space to be allowed, and inlet and outlet ventilation, is necessarily difficult to 
apply to a shop a great portion of whose floor-space is occupied by goods, and in and out of which there is 
a continuous flow of customers. In a number of cases where ventilation has been insufficient the 
Department has been met by the fact that nothing short of extensive structural alterations would 
effectually cure the defect. Where these alterations would involve a heavy expenditure a discretion has 
been exercised, and the Department has assisted occupiers in endeavouring to secure the best result 
possible under the circumstances. In all these cases, however, occupiers have been informed that such 
arrangements must not be regarded as permanent, but where opportunity arises the full requirements of 
the Act must be complied with.

The occupiers of shops are, by law, required to provide sitting accommodation for the females 
employed by them in the proportion of one seat to every three persons, and to allow the use of them to their 
assistants at all reasonable times during the day. This is one of those desirable principles more easily 
enunicated than put in practice. It is not difficult for an inspector to ensure that.seats are provided, but it 
is practically impossible for that officer to see that the women have the use of them “ at all reasonable times 
during the day.” The inhumanity of keeping girls and women continuously on their feet for the long hours 
they have to work in shops, and the physical injuries that may, if indeed they must not, result from such a 
practice are manifest, but is difficult to see, however close the system of espionage may be, that by mere 
inspection the full intention of the Act can be secured. If public opinion exercised itself in more 
practical directions than the holding of meetings and the passing of abstract resolutions, something might 
be done in this direction. When the average woman, keenful of bargains, makes it a practice to insist 
that the fellow-woman on the other side of the counter has her fair share of sitting down during the 
business, the object of this provision may be accomplished, but until then the Department can only say that 
it endeavours to secure the accommodation but cannot guarantee that it is used, to quote the words of the 
Act, “ at all reasonable times during the day, when such use would not necessarily interfere with the 
proper discharge by the females of their duties.” At the same time it is due to some, and among them 
the largest employer of shop labour in the city, to say that the accommodation asked for has been well and 
permanently provided, and so far as inquiry goes, the women employees are allowed to make reasonable 
use of it without fear of incurring a charge of idleness and with it probable dismissal. The passing of 
laws does not necessarily create a conscience, nor do these enactments take the place of it. This is just 
such a question as depends more upon the conscience of the individual, than on any penalties the law may 
try to impose. There is a class of employer who carry out the spirit of this provision without regard 
merely to it being law ; on the other, hand there is a class who, if they get as far as making a show of 
obedience to the compulsion of the law, evade its spirit, and when esipionage is removed, its letter also.

During the year I had to report to you in a case representative of others where the Department 
had reason to believe that a lad, a mere child, was being overworked in a shop, as follows:—

I regret that I cannot recommend a prosecution in this case. The Department has good reason to 
believe that many lads, acting as messengers in shops, are worked for unduly long hours, but as the 
factories and Shops Act provisions now stand it would not be possible to get a case against any employer. 
Section 48 of the Act limits the hours for lads under 16 years and females to fifty-two in the week, but 
allows overtime for three hours on fifty-two days in the year, whether consecutively or not is not 
stated. A record of such overtime was required to be kept under the provisions of the Bill as drafted, 
but this was struck out in Committee, consequently the inspectors are left in the dark as to when over
time has been worked, and if the fifty-two days have been exhausted or not.

It would be useless to prosecute, as the Department could not show that the lad was being worked 
beyond the time allowed by the Act. The employer might have worked him as a matter of fact for seventy 
hours in the week, namely, fifty-two ordinary and eighteen overtime hours, and yet have been within the 
law. The provisions relating to hours in shops are practically unworkable.

And here attention is directed to the hardships of many a “ small boy ” who for a few shillings a 
week is the general messenger- in a shop. Many of these youngsters, no doubt, spend a considerable 
portion of their time in idling, whistling and playing, or in reading the penny sensational romances the 
small boy delights in, but the inspectors have come across not a few cases where lads have been kept on 
the walk or trot continuously in all kinds of weather for many hours in the d.ay. The Act does not impose 
any limit of age in the case of boys or girls working in shops. If they are esempt from school attendance 
they may at once, though of fewer than 13 years of age, take a situation in a shop where often, at the 
close of a long sultry day spent at his duties, the condition of the small boy’s legs must be indeed a 
weariness of the flesh to him.

Originally the Bill provided that “ on one working day in each week no shops shall be open after 
1 o’clock, p.m.” ; but this was struck out during its progress through the Legislature, so that as it at 
present stands the Act does not make any provision with regard to a weekly half-holiday. However, a 
separate measure has been prepared by the Department which deals comprehensively with the half-holiday 
question. It is, I understand, your intention to introduce this proposed legislation at an early date. 
Drom information supplied by the Sydney and Suburban Early Closing Association, the hours of labour 
for shop assistants, advocated by the Association, are,—four days a week from 8'30 a.m. to 6 p.m., with 
one hour for meals. One day from 8'30 a.m. to 1 p.m., without any meal hour, and one day from 8'30 p.m. 
to 9 p.m., with two hours for meals. This makes a total of forty-nine working hours per week.

Mr.
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Mr. Armitage says :—
In some large suburban shops girls under 18 are worked from 8 a.m: till 10 p.m., but they are allowed sufficiently 

long intervals for meals to cut their time down to the nine and a half hours allowed by the Act. In some cases the girls 
come long distances, as for example, from North Shore to Newtown, making it a very long day for them. Some of these 
shop hands work for as little as 2s. per week.

In other shops in George-street I have found boys aged 12 and 13 at work from 8 a.m. till 9 p.m., and it is very 
common to have lads, 12 to 14 years of age, standing outside a shop all day till 9 "30 at night, and then to'be sent a message 
on their way home. ■

Miss Duncan reports :—
The long hours worked by shop assistants and our inability to help them is the most unsatisfactory feature of the 

year’s work. Shop assistants speak of the neglect of their interests:—“You have done something for the girls in the 
factories, but you have done nothing for us. When are we going to have early closing ? ” is the constant cry.

It is felt by all persons in the trade that nothing short of statutory authority will avail to bring about the early 
closing of shops. Prom time to time efforts have been made by influential shopkeepers to induce others to observe a half
holiday once a week, and to close early, and although it may have worked well for a time it has always been broken 
through in the end by some one firm which declined to be bound any longer by the wishes of others ; unfortunately, one 
seceder can bring about the downfall of the system within a large area. It appears that late hours are on the increase 
rather than otherwise, and the hard-worked employees are beginning to lose heart.

The kmg hours, the fatigue of being always on their feet, the oppressive atmosphere of gas-lighted, crowded shops, 
the necessity for constant alertness and civility under great provocation, the shortening of meal hours, the tidying up of 
stock long after customers have gone, followed by the weary tramp home towards midnight—these are the price paid 
by the shop assistant for the allurements of the “cheap sale” which often means a “sacrifice” in more than the advertised 
sense.

The various enactments in force in other colonies do not appear to fully cover the ground.
In Victoria it is pointed out that although the hours of women are limited to 52, men are still obliged to work to a 

late hour.
In New Zealand it is shown that the sections in the Act which allow certain classes of shopkeepers to choose 

their own day for closing at 1 o’clock cause much friction and discontent.
Inspection has proved that the hours of girls under 18 often exceed 52 hours in a week, and that even when 

they are kept within the limit they exceed 9J hours a day twice or thrice a week. As to the “shop boy,” he is the first 
to arrive on the scene, and is at the beck and call of everyone all through the day. His hours often reach 66 in a week 
and 12 in a day.

Considerable time and attention have been devoted to enforcing section 24 of the Act, which requires that “suitable 
sitting accommodation shall be provided for all females in shops.”

The seats may now be found, but it would be rash to affirm that the women are allowed to make use of them. 
In some shops both the letter and spirit of the Act in this particular are carried out, but in others it has never been my 
good fortune to see, or hear of any one who had seen, a shop assistant sitting down. On the contrary many complaints 
have reached me, but never one which was sufficiently definite or exact or recent to allow of its being verified or of any 
action being taken. I have good reason to think that in many instances shop assistants believe that their services will 
be dispensed with upon some sufficient pretext should they be seen sitting down. *

It is a pity that inspectors are not empowered to make a recommendation as to the form of seat to be nsed. We 
are now often obliged to be satisfied with seats which in our opinion are entirely unsuitable in the circumstances of the 
case. Thus, no one can dispute that a chair is “suitable sitting accommodation,” yet its size and height make it very 
unsuitable for a shop seat, to say nothing of the fact that it can be, and often is, lifted over the counter as soon as the 
inspector’s back is turned, and probably remains there until the occasion of his next visit.

There is abundant medical testimony forthcoming as to the serious and far-reaching effects of long standing on 
shop women.

It is said that “ customers do not like to see them sitting down,” a statement which I believe to be more fanciful 
than real. It is said that “they have no time to sit down.” If it be true that shop assistants are kept so closely to 
work, from 9 in the morning till 7, 9, or it may be 11 o’clock at night, that they cannot sit down for five minutes 
except in the intervals for meals, then the sooner their hours of labour are curtailed the better.

The testimony supplied to the Department by a leading medical man in this city on the effect on women’s health 
of factory and shop life may here be quoted:—“The diseases to which they are most prone appear to be phthisis, 
pulmonalis, and womb troubles. The effect in later life will be a curtailment of life, diminished capacity to enjoy and 
work, and endure the strain of maternity and lessened vigour in the offspring. The effect of long standing is highly 
injurious, producing womb troubles, hEemorrhoids,. varicose veins, spinal curvature. The above evils it is easy to see must 
re-act upon the State and the race. ”

Bakehouses.

Special provision is made in the Act with respect to bakehouses. In addition to including them 
in the general definition of a factory, the Act goes further, and legislates in certain particulars with 
regard to bakehouses that otherwise would not come within such general definition. These special 
provisions, which apply to all bakehouses employing one or more than one person, have reference ot 
sanitary requirements, and liability with regard to their being carried out is extended to the person who 
lets the premises or suffers them to be occupied, as well as to the occupier. ’

In a number of cases the inspectors reported upon the insanitary condition of bakehouses, and 
numerous directions had to be given to bring them into conformity with the Act. In some of these cases, 
in view of the radical alterations required, premises were vacated, and in others extensive additions were 
made. In every instance cleanliness and whitewashing were insisted on. This Department has also to 
acknowledge the assistance it received from the Department of Health, in pointing out the existence of 
certain abuses. Ho doubt in some directions which cannot be reached by the power given to this 
Department in the factories and Shops Act, insanitary, or at least unsatisfactory, conditions still exist in 
these places, and doubtless some still remain undiscovered. In one case where directions had been given 
for certain alterations to be effected, and these had not been carried out, and where the sanitary provisions 
of the Act were grossly violated, the Department prosecuted and recovered a penalty against the occupier. 
As an instance of the condition in which some of the places were found, the following extracts from a 
report by an inspector may be quoted :—

At the end of the bread-room, and opening into it, is the earth-clospt; and alongside the bread- 
room and bakehouse are the stables. Fluid from the manure of the stables flows in an open drain past 
the door of the bakehouse into an untrapped sink ; the yard is covered with manure, and the premises are 
filthy dirty. The pan of the closet in the bread-room was, at the time of my visit, over three-quarters 
full, and the sink at the door of the bakehouse full of offensive matter.

Particular instructions have been given to inspectors to see that the sanitary conditions of the 
Act are fully enforced in the case of every factory where articles of food especially and clothing are 
manufactured.

Mr.
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Mr. Taylor reports :—
The insertion of the clauses relating to the sanitary condition of bakehouses was, I am sorry to say, sorely needed ; 

and only with the strictest attention will the bakehouses attain a degree at all satisfactory.
Some of the modern and more recently-built bakehouses, however, are both in appointments and sanitary arrange

ments all that can be desired, every care apparently having been taken to see that no objection can be raised against 
them, and that their customers may rely on the most scrupulous rules with regard to cleanliness being observed ; but, on 
the other hand, there are many bakehouses, chiefly outside the city proper, where the proprietors have apparently never 
heard of the old adage, “ Cleanliness is next to Godliness.”

The structural conditions of many of the older places render them totally unfit for bakehouses. Some of them, 
having been built years ago, are now in a condition of decay. Patching and limewashing make very little difference, for 
in a short space of time the place becomes as bad as ever. I have impressed on occupiers the importance of keeping 
their bakehouses thoroughly clean, and am pleased to say that efforts have been made by most of them to conform 
with the Act.

Mr. Armitage states :—
The interiors of bakehouses in the district are in a much better state now than in the early part of the year, but 

much has yet to be done in the way of ventilation. The baker’s trade is such that at times all ventilation must be shut 
off from the bakeroom, and as new bakehouses are built provision is made for the proper control of the ventilation.

Much has been done in the city and suburban bakehouses in the shifting of water-cslosets and stables from the bake
houses, and in other cases the gully-traps and sinks have been removed outside the bakehouse ; and where this is not 
practicable the sink is trapped, and discharges into a sink outside, the pipe from the bakehouse being above the water-seal 
of the outside trap ; this prevents any gas from coming into the bakeroom through the sink itself.

Chinese.

_ In the report of the Royal Commission (1891-2) on alleged Chinese gambling and immorality, it 
is stated that, “ The Chinese around Sydney follow the occupation of merchants, storekeepers, cabinet
makers, market-gardeners, hawkers, and gamblers. It is only in cabinet-making and vegetable-growing, 
however, that they come into serious competition with European tradesmen.” Of recent years they have 
taken up laundry work, and from the experience in the United States it is highly probable that in this 
direction they may in time come into serious competition with Europeans.

In the same report, the stamping of Chinese furniture was suggested, and provisions for carrying 
this into effect were inserted in the Bill presented to the House, but were not carried into law.

In the case of Europeans, where steam or other mechanical power is not used, it requires four to 
constitute a factory, but it was specially provided that any office, building, or place occupied by Chinese 
working at any lAindieraft, etc., should be a factory within the meaning of the Act. This brings every 
cabinet-maker’s shop where two Chinese are at work, within its scope. Considerable trouble and expense 
have been gone to in bringing the provisions of the Act under the notice of Chinese residents. One of 
the first duties undertaken by the Department was to visit the Chinese quarters, and look to the sanitary 
condition of places coming within the definition of factory. In several instances it has been found 
that the building which served as a factory by day was used as a dormitory by night. Extensive lime
washing has been ordered, and a general “ clean up ” instituted. Once the idea was conveyed to the 
minds of Chinese occupants that these requirements wTere in accordance with law, no great difficulty was 
experienced in enforcing them. Without exception, the Chinese factory band works for longer hours 
than the European. As a general rule his hours are 72 in the week, but these may be cut down to G4 by 
allowance for meal hours. The average wages per week of the Chinese cabinet-maker is equal to that of 
the European, but with the longer time worked the rate per hour is considerably less, as will be seen from 
the accompanying table :—

Occupations.

Europeans. Chinese.

No of 
Factories on 

Register.
Hours 

Worked 
per week.

Wages per Week.
Average rate 
of payment 
per hour.

No. of 
Factories on 

Register.
Hours 

Worked 
per week.

Wages per Week.
Average rate 
of payment 
per hour.

Cabinet maker .......... 19 481 15|- to 60/- -no 43 G4 15|- to 60|- -17
French polishers ...... 48J 30/- to 60|- -J10 64 17/. tn -15
Sand paperers ......... 64 93/- to 94/- -/4£
Turners ..................... 48J 201- to 60|- 64 27|- to 30|- ■ISi

Mr. Taylor says :—
Mention may be made of the comparative cleanliness of the Chinese, who, ’despite their apparent indifference to 

hygiene in household matters, seem to pay great attention to their water-closets, the condition of which generally is 
satisfactory.

Eibe.
. The Act provides, {a) that in every factory there shall be such means of extinguishing fire as the 
inspector acting under the regulations may direct, and furthermore, (b) requires that every factory three 
or more stories in height, in which persons are employed above the second story, shall be furnished with 
a certificate from the inspector that the factory is provided with such means of escape in case of fire for 
the persons employed therein as can reasonably be required under the "circumstances of each case.

_ It is only recently that somewhat similar provisions were incorporated into English factory legisla
tion, but in the United States very full precautions have for years past been taken in these respects.

On the recommendation of the Superintendent of Eire Brigades, it was provided in the regulations 
under our own Act that “ Every factory and shop, when so required by the inspector, shall be fitted with 
a 2j-in. hydrant hose, branch and nozzle, inside the main staircase, and be supplied with such number of 
buckets as the inspector may determine, and of such pattern as he may approve, to be kept (filled with 
water) at all times on each floor of such factory or shop.”

There
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There is no doubt that in some of the business portions of the city where shop after shop is 
, crowded with inflammable goods, in a narrow thoroughfare with a network of electric wires in front of 

second or third story windows, the risk in the event of fire ■would be not inconsiderable to the shop 
employees and customers alike. How much greater would it be to the millinery hands and others who carry 
on their employment, as is often the case, in a room at the top of the building, reached, perhaps, by a 
succession of narrow staircases ? I have one such building in my mind’s-eye. It is a large and nearly 
always crowded shop ; a great square space is left open in the centre, so that each floor presents somewhat 
the appearance of a wide gallery. The customers reach flat after flat by means of broad stairways, but 
from the top flat a couple of dark narrow staircases take one up beneath the roof, and here the sewing 
girls ply their work. "Wide windows open from the room on the street, but the verandah roof is far 
below, and the way of the fire escape is barred, at all events temporarily, by the festoon of electric wires. 
There are numerous entrances to this building, creating a continuous draft, and it does not require a vivid 
imagination to realise what the scene would be if a carelessly thrown match caught some of the fluttering 
stuff with which the place is swathed. The central opening would carry the flames up as if in a furnace- 
chimney, and then what hope would the women and girls in their room near the roof, from w'hich the only 
exits are the narrow dark staircases where a crush would mean death, have of escape?

In such a case the provision of a few buckets filled with -water is little better than useless. A 
bucket of water at hand at the outbreak of the fire may mean everything, but in the full strength of a 
fire it is worth nothing. What is required in such a case is that the work-people should either be pro
vided with the fullest means of escape from their perilous position, or in view of the risk be removed to a 
safer place. To effect the first of these would in the case of many of the older shop buildings mean exten
sive structural alterations, and in the latter a serious encroachment on the shop space.

There is ground for apprehension with regard to a tendency within'the last ten years to run up 
buildings, in some cases it is feared not too well built, to a height of many stories, a system of economising 
space much in vogue in such cities as Hew York and Chicago. There is a building in this city one floor 
of which, high up, is occupied as a factory, a lift-well answers as a flue its whole height, and without any 
external staircase or means of escape other than down the interior stairway or by lift, the place is little 
better than a death-trap. _ ■

It is the intention of the Department to make a special inspection of all factories three or more 
stories in height during the present year, and the Superintendent of Dire Brigades will, with your approval, 
be asked to put at our service an expert to accompany the inspectors, and assist them with his practical 
knowledge- Up to the present, the Department has not felt justified in issuing any “ fire certificates.”

The Act further provides as an additional safeguard to life in the event of fire that all the doors of 
every room in a factory in which persons are actually at work, or of passages leading to such rooms, or 
serving as entrances and exits shall neither be locked, bolted, or barred during working hours.

This provision, though obviously well intended, certainly does in some cases work a hardship of 
wThich, however, the Department cannot, as the section stands, take cognizance.

A case that recently came before me illustrates this. A well-known tailoring firm had a charge laid 
against it of locking the door of a certain room in which the tailors sat during working hours. The only 
other exit was across a wooden gangway and through the shop in front. There was no denial of the fact, 
but the proprietor explained that this door opened directly into a lane at the corner of which stood a 
public-house, and so long as the door remained unlocked the temptation to pay hurried visits to the public- 
house proved too much for the men, consequently they neglected their employer’s work and squandered 
their own money. However, as this section stands, the Department could do nothing but advise the 
closing up of this exit if one equally good could be so placed as to prevent the men from visiting the 
public-house. Otherwise, the door must be left unlocked.

The English Act of 1895 makes a somewhat similar, but more elastic provision, namely, that any 
such-rooms “ shall not be locked, or bolted, or fastened in such a manner that they cannot he easily and 
immediately opened from the inside,” and the Department there has adopted the fire-alarm plan of having 
the kev hung in a glass-fronted box, and a notice put up that it is only to be used in case of emergency.

"it may be said that an employer has always in his hands the power to dismiss an employee who 
drinks and neglects his work, but anyone engaged in business will know that this is a remedy not always 
available. In certain trades there are skilled hands whose fault is drunkenness, and who, despite 
that fault, are too good to be lightly parted with, since they cannot easily be replaced. It will be remem
bered that the plethora of labour is among the unskilled and least skilled.

Mr. Taylor, in his report, says :—
Notwithstanding the great risk of life and loss of property that would be likely to be met with in case of fire, the 

majority of factory and shop owners seem to be content with providing a few fire buckets which in a number of instances 
have been procured only after the representation of the inspector.

However, in some of the larger and better appointed houses, precautions have been taken to save the buildings and 
stock, in case of fire breaking out, by having a good supply of hydrants, hoses, and fire buckets, as well as sprinklers laid 
all over the building. But whilst this provision has been made for saving the stock means of escape for the employees 
have not been provided. In many such cases, were a fire to break out and get a fair start on the ground or first floors, 
whilst the employees were at work, there would be a sad tale to tell of the poor unfortunates in the higher stories.

The argument put forward by the proprietors, when asked to provide outside staircases, is that fire rarely breaks 
out in the daytime, when the employees are at work, and there is, therefore, no absolute necessity to provide these escapes.

Another objection is the considerable amount of expenditure that would be entailed in adding the above, whilst, in 
other cases the structural properties of the buildings practically preclude the possibility of their erection.

25. ’ '

Mr. Armitage says :—
There is no building in my district to which a certificate under section 34 of the Act could be given; in fact,' there 

are some very bad cases. In one building there are from from 50 to 100 females at work on the top floor, which is from 
90 to 100 feet above the street, and the highest fire-escape that the Metropolitan Fire Brigade has is only 80 feet high. 
In the back portion of the building, where the machines are running, about forty girls are at work ; the door leading from 
this room is only 2 ft. 3 in. wide, this door opens on to the stairway, which is constructed of very inflammable material, and 
is only 2 ft. 6 in. wide ; these stairs are constructed round the well of the lift, and have a turn at every 8 feet, so that in 
this case the means of escape for 150 to 200 people are practically nil. The lower flats of the building are used as sample- 
rooms and offices by warehousemen, their stores being of an inflammable nature, and should a fire break out below the top 
flat, then the lift well would act as a furnace shaft, and speedily cutting off all means of escape by the stairs. *

*33—D
In
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In the majority of factories the stairs are within the workrooms, and generally the landings are blocked up with 

stock, and there is often only a passage-way of 2 feet provided. The probabilities of a fire spreading from floor to floor of 
a factory, even if such floors are of fire-resisting materials, are somewhat greater than they are in other buildings, inasmuch 
as openings are often unavoidable for shafting, belting, piping, and various mechanical appliances, and in many manufactures 
the materials stored and used are of a highly inflammable nature. Hence the necessity for providing structural arrange
ments in factories, carefully devised for the purpose of securing the safety of the workpeople, and more especially of those 
who, being employed upon the higher floor levels, are subject to the risk arising from dangerous manufactures or operations 
carried on upon the floor beneath them. _

Of the various forms of defective staircases and step-ladders provided, even in recently-erected factories, none are 
more common than the apology for a stair formed by a construction of treads without risers, but with a boarded soffit. 
In the event of a fire, the treads and soffits are quickly consumed, and convey the fire with great rapidity from floor to 
floor, and yet many of the best factories in the district have nothing better, and, when accompanied by floor-joists 
unprotected by fire-resisting plaster, the entire destruction of the building would be effected in a very short space of time.

Steah-boilees.

The only provision made in our Act with regard to the employment of competent persons to take 
charge of boilers used in connection with factories is in the nature of an extension of employers’ 
liability. The fact of an injury occuring through a boiler is in itaulf prima facie evidence—
' (a) That the person so placed in charge was incompetent.

(6) That the defendant was guilty of negligence in employing him.
' (c) That the plaintiff was injured through that person’s incompetence.
This presumption may, however, be rebutted by the defendant if he proves that he took reasonable care 
to satisfy himself of the competency and fitness of such person to take charge of such boiler.

The Victorian Factories and Shops Act (1890) provides that persons in charge of machinery or 
boilers in factories shall hold certificates, and to obtain such certificates they are required to pass an 
examination.

There is no limitation either as to efliciency or age in our Act, except that a certificate of physical 
fitness is required where a lad under 16 years of age is in charge of a boiler. The consequence, as will be 
seen from the inspector’s report, is that lads are frequently found in charge of boilers in places where an 
accident would imperil the lives of a number of employees. The necessity for legislation in this direction 
has been recognised, and during last Session a bill was prepared in the Department for introduction to 
Parliament. In that bill full provision was made to safeguard the lives of employees by restricting the 
charge of boilers to persons of sufficient age and qualification, and also for the inspection of all boilers—■ 
and there is good reason to believe that there are not a few in use at the present time that, if subjected to 
a thorough test, would be condemned as dangerous to life.

Inspector Armitage says :—
In the majority of factories in the timber trade I have found lads from 14 years of a.ge upwards in charge of the 

boiler and engine. In one case I found a lad of 15 in charge of the boiler and engine, and putting in his spare time at the 
lathe and saw-bench. In other places, after the lads fire up the furnaces they go on with their work in the factory.

In a large pipe and pottery works I found a lad 14 years old sitting alongside the fly-wheel all day in charge of the 
engine and boiler. This lad had charge of the steam-cocks and other gear, and the chances were if anything went wrong 
he would have lost presence of mind. I have seen men run away when a piece of insertion has blown out and the steam 
escape. In a builder’s shop I found a boiler at work in which one of the rivets had started, the steam was escaping, and I 
drew the attention of the occupier to this, when he coolly stated “ that as soon as- the plate got hot it would take up.” 
This boiler did not blow off till 50. ■

In factories wdiere an engineer or adult is in charge of the boiler and engine he is generally working all day in the 
factory at some of the machines, whilst a lad fires up the boiler.

The practice of having lads from 14 to 16 years of age firing up the boilers is very common in the building trade. One 
case came to my knowledge where it was the practice to put a weight on the safety-valve, so as to allow the power of 
the boiler (which far exceeded the safety factor) to increase so that certain logs might be cut through. There is nothing in 
the Factories and Shops Act to prevent a boy 14 years of age, provided he has a certificate of fitness, from taking charge of 
the boiler and engine if the occupier likes to take the risk of an explosion.

' Peosecutions.

As it was felt that on the introduction of new legislation such as this, ample opportunity should be 
given to occupiers of factories to bring their places into conformity with the Act and adjust the hours of 
employment to its requirements no steps were instituted with a view to prosecution for breaches of the 
Act till late in the year.

In at least one of the few cases brought within the year where the offence was that of working 
young persons beyond the statutory hours it was found that the experience in all countries where factory 
legislation is in force is repeated here. The Department necessarily depends for its evidence for the 
prosecution in cases of excessive hours on the employees of the factory in which the offence is committed. 
The witnesses are thus in the case of an unscrupulous employer placed in hazard of their employment, for 
should they be summoned and give truthful testimony then if punishment is inflicted on the employer he 
will probably at once dismiss the hand or hands who have given evidence against him.

Many anonymous letters are received by the Department. In a percentage of instances these 
emanate from persons who entertain an animus against their employer, but in others they come in good 
faith from employees who desire in the interests of their class to see the Act carried out, but are fearful 
that were their names made known to the employer they would be summarily dismissed. It need hardly 
be said that all communications giving information to the Department are treated as strictly confidential. 

- It was suggested in the last Victorian report that “ it would greatly assist the Department if the
employees formed some association for the assistance of those of their number who are dismissed in 
consequence of giving the necessary evidence to secure the benefits conferred by Act of Parliament.”

Perhaps it is too much to expect such an association as this to be formed, though certainly a lad 
or girl who suffers for the common welfare of his or her class might expect some consideration at the 
hands of their fellow-workers. However, though individual cases of hardship do occur, there are, on the 
other hand, not a few self-reliant and independent.spirits quite prepared to take the risk which assistance 
to the Department in a case of excessive hours necessarily involves. .
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It is gratifying to know that a feeling of confidence in the Department’s officers is being gradually 

established, as evidenced by the increasing body of information placed at its disposal, the ready access 
given to books and documents by the employers on the one hand, and on the other the number of matters 
such as defective sanitation and so on to which attention is drawn by employees with a view to inquiry 
being made into them. .

It is hoped that employees in factories will in time learn to appreciate the importance of assisting 
the inspectors in carrying out the provisions of the Act. Continuous espionage over factories is not 
practicable, and employees who are aware of systematic violations of the Act would, by communicating 
with the Department, aid in bringing about a closer observance of the Act, and, whilst improving their 
own condition, also assist in protecting the many employers who seek to scrupulously carry out the 
provisions of the Act, from the unfair competition of those who by violating them may obtain an undue 
advantage.

It may serve as a comparative illustration of factory and shop legislation in our Colony and that 
of New Zealand if I append a short list of some recent Magisterial decisions in the latter where the 
following penalties were inflicted in the cases of employers who violated the law by :—■

Allowing employees to take work to their homes. Penalty, £3, with 28s. costs.
Holding an auction sale in business premises on the legal half-holiday. Penalty, 5s., with 34s. costs.
Palling to grant the legal weekly half-holiday to female employees. Penalty, £3, with 28s. costs.
Employing assistants beyond half an hour after the prescribed time of closing. Penalty, £3, with 

38s. costs. '
Pailing to provide a dining-room for female employees. Penalty, £5, with 38s. costs.
Pailing to give a lad under 18 years of age the Saturday half-holiday. Twenty shillings, with 7s. costs.
Employing a carter on the weekly half-holiday. Ten shillings, with 37s. costs.
Pailing, he being a hotel-keeper, to give his assistant a weekly half-holiday. Penalty, 20s., with 

28s. costs.

CONCIiUSIOU.

In enforcing the provisions of new, and, so far as this Colony is concerned, novel legislation, many 
unanticipated difficulties have arisen, to successfully cope with which it was necessary to have not only 
an efficient staff, but one prepared to meet emergencies. The inspectors have had to go on night duty 
at any time the call has been made upon them, since one of the greatest factors toward maintaining 
respect for the provisions of the law is the fear of a “surprise visit” from one of these officers. I 
have to acknowledge the energy, tact, and willingness they have shown in carrying out their duties. 
Occasionally they have met with discourtesy, and have often had to exercise firmness in seeing that the 
law was observed, but in the great majority of cases they have been met by employers in the best 
spirit, and in some instances their demands for machine guards, for additional sanitary provision, increased 
ventilation, additional space, and so on, have been complied with beyond strict requirements. The col
lection of industrial statistics has necessarily involved a considerable amount of trouble on the part of 
employers, but in nearly every instance they have been furnished fully and willingly. Miss Duncan 
desires me to express her sense of the good spirit and courtesy with which she has been met in carrying 
out her duties on the women’s side. She says :—“ The rare instances of intentional discourtesy bear no 
proportion to the instances of conspicuous courtesy which I have had the good fortune to meet with.”

I may say with regard to the machinery or system of the office, that it has necessarily undergone 
change in directions where experience has made change desirable. The general lines of the Yictorian 
system were first adopted, but these have to a considerable extent. been departed from, and a scheme 
evolved that will, it is believed, be more effectual, having regard to the, scope of our Act and local circum
stances.

' I have the honor to be,
' ' . Sir,

Your obedient Servant,
. T. B. CLEGG,

■ Clerk-in-Charge.

APPENDICES.

i
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APPENDICES.

Table I.

Classification of Factories and Employees.

Number
of

Factories
on

Register

Hands employ ed.

Class of Factory. Under 16 jears. Over 16 j ears and 
under 18 jears Ov er 18 j ears. Total.

Males Females Males. Females Males. Females Males. Females. Total

I. Treating Raw Material, the product of Pastoral 
Pursuits.................................................................. 65 25 67 1,222 1,222 1,222

11. Connected •with Jfood and Drink, or 
thereof ............... .....................

preparation
282 183 55 446 158 3,221 344 3,850 557 4,407

III. Clothing and Textile Fabrics............. 383 222 452 409 1,031 2,635 3,172 3,266 4,655 7,921

IV. Building Materials ............................. 103 60 115 1,503 1,678 1,678

V. Metal Works, Machinery, &c.............. 108 184 450 3,290 3,924 3,924

VI. Ship-building, Repairing, &c............... 20 24 2 55 9 1,394 14 1,473 25 1,498

VII. Furniture, Bedding, &c....................... 105 74 4 91 14 947 83 1,112 101 1,213

VIII. Boohs, Paper, Printing, &c................. 117 157 36 212 126 1,568 389 1,967 551 2,518

IX. Vehicles, Saddlery, Harness, See. .. 87 40 85 717 842 . ... 842

X. Light, Fuel, and Heat......................... 24 6 7 898 911 ... 911

XI. Miscellaneous ..................................... 289 168 37 308 155 1,773 923 2,249 1,120 3,369

Total......................... 1,673 1,143 586 2,275 1,493 19,168 4,930 22,494 7,009 29,503

I. Treating Raw Material the Product of Pastoral
Pursuits—

Boiling down ................................. 1 6 6 6
Glue, oil, and grease ............... 4 3 7 78 88 88
Manures .................................... 3 1 17 18 18
Tallow refineries............................. 3 1 20 21 21
Tanneries......................................... 43 14 ... 35 763 812 812
"Wool washing and scouring . . ................. 11 8 23 338 369 369

Total .................... 65 25 67 1,222 ... 1,314 1,314

II. Connected with Food and Drink or preparation
thereof—

Aerated waters................................ 32 14 45 235 14 294 14 308
Bacon and meat curing, &,c............. 3 2 ... 13 15 15
Bottling (wines, spirits, beer, &c ) 3 ... 4 ... 12 1 16 1 17
Bread, biscuits, and pastry ....... 125 18 3 87 13 687 64 792 80 872
Breweries......................................... 9 10 43 448 _ 501 501
Buttenne and margarine................ 1 2 2 2
Condiments .................. ......... 20 28 20 47 51 204 ii7 279 188 567
Confectionery ................................. 17 29 15 56 47 139 52 224 114 338
Cornflour.......................... .. 2 2 8 11 5 11 15 26
Flour-mills and self-raising flour ... 11 4 1 16 2 117 9 137 12 149
Ice and refrigerating ..................... 5 1 ... 241 242 242
Jam and fruit canning ........... 10 33 9 57 22 141 25 231 56 287
Meat preserving ......................... 8 30 39 403 472 472
Salt grinding . .. ............ 1 10 ... 10 ... 10
Sugar mills and refineries ............. 1 . . . 28 ... 391 ... 419 ... 419
Small goods—butchers’ ............ 20 3 3 86 92 92
Tea blending and packing ........... . , , , ...... 13 12 5 20 15 79 57 111 77 188
Vinegar.......................................... ................... 1 ... 2 2 ... 2

Total ........................ 282 183 55 446 ' 158 3,221 344 3,850 557 4,407

III. Clothing and Textile Fabrics—
Boots and shoes ............................. 83 173 98 285 198 1,591 415 2,049 711 2,760
Clothing—slops............................. 34 17 142 45 281 374 768 436 1,191

759
1,627

„ orders, tailoring......... 107 15 28 42 96 554 635 611 1,370
Dressmaking and millinery ... 127 2 153 5 361 14 1,004 21 1,518 1,539
Furriers........................................ 3 2 1 10 10 12 11 23
Hats and caps................................. 4 2 3 3 10 18 34 23 47 70
OiDkm and ■waterproof clothing 4 2 3 10 20 32 54 44 77 121
Shirtmaking............................. 7 8 8 3 51 3 67 70
White work—underclothing and sewing........... 12 3 15 2 53 8 171 13 239 252
Woollen—cloth ......................... 2 8 2 15 3 31 30 54 35 89

Total ......................... 383 222 452 409 1,031 2,635 3,172 3,266 4,655 7,921
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Class of Factory.
Number

of
Factories

on
Register.

Hands employed.

Under 16 years. Over 16 years and 
under 18 years. Over 18 years. Total.

Males. Females. Males. Females. Males. Females. Males. Females. Total.

IY. Building Materials—
Asphalt.................................................................. i 7 7 7
Bricks ..... .................. ......................................... 16 4 12 461 477 477
Joinery, &c............................................................. 22 7 20 171 198 198
Marble and monumental masonry...................... 11 11 9 88 108 108
Modelling and pattern-making .......................... 1 2 7 9 9
Pottery and earthenware .................................. 8 10 19 174 203 203
Saw-mills ..... ..................................................... 16 9 32 328 369 369
Stone-crushing ...................................................... 1 8 8 8
Stone-dressing and polishing.............................. 1 3 3 14 20 20
Timber merchants, builders, &c........................... 15 7 15 220 242 242
Wood-turning and carving............................. . 11 7 5 25 37 37

• Total .............................................. 103 60 115 1,503 1,678 1,678

Y. Metal Works, Machinery, &c.—
Agricultural implements...................................... 3 2 6 59 67 ' 67
Blacksmitbing—Farriers, &c............................... 28 i 10 112 123 123
Boilermaking ..........................  ......................... 3 17 65 82 82
Brass works .......................................................... 11 13 30 171 214 214
Copper-smithing .................................................. 4 1 3 21 25 25
Engineering .......................................................... 46 57 171 1,633 1,861 1,861
Galvanised iron works.......................................... 5 4 11 101 116 116
Gas and water meters.......................................... 2 7 1 24 32 32
Gas and electrical apparatus .............................. 3 3 3 19 25 25
Iron works and foundries ..................... ............ 24 19 50 334 403 403

■ Lead works ........................................................ 3 14 8 42 64 64
Ore-treating -works .............................................. 1 7 7 7
Plumbers, gasfitters, &c........................................ 29 23 36 185 244 244
Kailway rolling-stock ...................................... 1 1 1 11 13 13
Kailway springs .............................................. . 1 4 12 16 16
Scale-makers and adjusters.................................. 1 1 4 5 5
Smelting .............................................................. 2 25 25 25
Stoves, ovens, &c.................................................... «8 7 4 45 56 66
Tin-smithing...................................................... 14 30 40 140 210 210
Wire-working ...................................... ............... 4 1 43 201 245 245
Zinc—Ornamental .............................................. 5 1 11 79 91 91

Total.............................................. 198 184 450 3,290 3,924 3,924

VI. Ship-building, Eepairing, &e.—
Locks and slips...................................................... 4 17 ... 44 1,296 1,357 1,357
Sails, tarpaulins, tents, &c................................... 9 5 2 3 9 35 14 43 25 68

. Ship and Boat Building and Keoairing............... 7 2 8 63 ... 73 73

Total .............................................. 20 24 2 55 9 1,394 14 1,473 25 1,498

VII. Furniture, bedding, &c.—
Bamboo and wicker work .................................. 7 34 14 29 77 77
Bedding, flock, upholstery, &c............................. 18 10 1 11 5 102 39 123 45 168
Carpet-sewung, &c.................................................. 2 2 3 • 9 16 9 21 30
Furniture.............................................................. 19 17 38 2 308 2 363 4 367
Furniture (Chinese) .......................................... 45 ... 397 397 397
Hair curling.......................................................... 1 1 1 2 4 4
Iron bedsteads ...................................................... 1 2 7 38 47 47

- Picture frames...................................................... 4 5 1 8 3 25 12 38 16 54
Window blinds, Venetians, &c........ .................... 5 4 ... 2 1 20 14 26 15 41
Wire mattresses .................................................. 3 1 10 '... 17 ... 28 28

Total .............................................. 105 74 4 91 14 947 83 1,112 101 1,213

VIII. Books, Paper, Printing, &c.—
Electrotyping and stereotyping, &c.................... 3 ... 1 10 11 11
Paper .................................................................. 4 7 1 6 3 77 15 90 19 109
Paper bags, boxes, &c., &c................................... 13 13 3 11 48 39 89 63 140 203
Printing and bookbinding ................................. . 95 134 32 222 75 1,433 285 1,789 392 2,181
Printing materials. &c........................................... 2 3 2 9 14 14

Total.............................................. 117 157 36 242 126 1,568 389 1,967 551 2,518

IX. Vehicles, Saddlery, and harness—
Coaches and waggons.... ..................................... 5*> 21 41 450 512
Cvcle building and repairing.............................. 7 5 10 66 '81 81
Saddlery, saddle-trees, whips, &o........................ 20 14 31 181 226 226
Wheelwrights’ material ...................................... 4 3 20 23 23

Total .............................................. 87 40 85

1 ! -T 812 842

X. Light, Fuel, and Heat—
Electric lighting ................................................. 8 3 5 37 45 45
Gas.................................................................. ....... 4 ... 1 816 817 817Wood and coal...................................................... 12 3 1 45 49 ... 49

Total .............................................. 24 6 ... 7 ... 898 ... 911 ... 911
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Number
of

Factories

Hands employed.

Class of Factory. Under 16 years. Over 16 years and 
under 18 years. Over 18 years. Total.

Register.
Males. Females. Males. Females. Males. Females. Males. Females. Total.

XI. Miscellaneous—
Baskets, wickerware, mats, &c...................................

1
5
1

... 6 28
3

39
4

39
4

1 7 7 7
1 6 11 16 16
5 4 11 71 86 86
9 6 11 i 60 5 77 6 83

11 47 47 47
19 19 6 34 28 122 96 175 130 305
14 6 11 93 110 110

1 3 3 3
2 6 5 6 5 11
4 2 5 24 4 31 4 35
2 3 25 28 28

Fancy goods (including Chinese stores, &c.) 14
2 3

43
15

43
18

43
18

3 1 5 15 1 20 21
4 17 27 64 108 108
6 6 11 64 81 81
1 1 2 3 3
2 1 32 33 33
1 3 2 13 2 16 18
2 1 6 7 7

21 11 19 110 140 .n 140
2 3 11 14 14

74 7 5 58 74 597 79 662 741
2 2 3 24 29 29
5 3 1 43 47 47
2 2 4 1 12 1 16 4 20

Photo-engraving, photographers,and photo material 16
4

8 3 12
6

11
1

78
30

79
2

98
36

93
3

191
39

1 13 13 13
5 23 1 33 58 114 1 115
2

v"i
3 17 20 20

6 12 19 2 105 136 3 139
1 1 1 7 9 ... 9

12 8 2 20 6 94 6 122 14 136
7 5 7 27 3 39 3 42
2 1 1 8 1 9 10
7 22 15 89 36 316 90 377 141 518
i 3 1 ... 6 10 ... 10
i 1 1 2 1 3 4
2 1 7 8 8
3 1 1 7 2 8 3 11
1 2 5 7 7

289 168 37 308 155 1,773 928 2,249 1,120 3,369

Table II.

Wages paid in Various Trades.
I. Persons engaged in treating Raw Material, the product of 

pastoral pursuits.

Boiling Down—
Foremen ......................................................
Offal and bonemen........................... .........
Bone»dust makers .....................................
Tallowmen ..................................................
Oil makers ..................................................
Glue makers ..............................................

Tanneries—

Fleshers 
Curriers ... 
Picklers 
Beamsmen 
Tanners .., 
Rollermen 
Yardmen ...

Wool-washing—

Wool-pullers . 
Wool-washers. 
Wool-packers . 
Wool-driers....

II. Persons engaged in Trades connected with Food* and 
Drink, or the preparation thereof.

From To— From To—
£ s. d. £ 8. d. iErated Waters— £ s. d. £ s. d.
2 0 0 2 10 0 Foremen.................................. 2 0 0 5 0 0
1 5 0 2 5 0 Makers....................................... 2 0 0 4 0 0
1 10 0 2 0 0 Packers .................................. 1 7 6 2 5 0
1 15 0 2 0 0 Bottlers ................................... 1 0 0 2 10 0
1 10 0 2 10 0 Washers .................................. 0 15 0 1 15 0
1 5 0 2 10 0 Wirers and Corkers ............. 0 15 0 1 15 0

Labellers.................................. 0 6 0 0 18 0
2 10 0 4 10 0 Carters ................................... 1 5 0 3 0 0
1 10 0 2 5 0 Cart-boys.................................. 0 8 0 0 13 0
1 10 0 2 15 0 General hands ........................ 0 14 0 2 0 0
1 10 0 2 5 0 0 12 0 0 15 0
1 10 0 2 15 0 Boys........................................... 0 5 0 0 16 0
1 10 0 2 5 0 Bread, Biscuits, and Pastry—
1 10 0 2 10 0 Foremen .................................. 2 10 0 4 0 0
1 10 0 2 5 0 Bakers (bread) ...................... 1 7 6 3 2 6
1 10 0 2 0 0 „ assistants..................... 0 15 0 1 0 0

„ apprentices................. 0 7 6 1 5 0
2 10 0 5 0 0 Jobbers....................................... 1(3 to 1|6 per hour.
1 10 0 2 5 0 Biscuit baker .......................... 1 5 0 3 0 0
1 10 0 2 5 0 Brakesmen .............................. 0 18 0 2 0 0
1 10 0 2 5 0 General hands.......................... 0 10 0 2 0 0
1 15 0 2 10 0 Machine hands ...................... 0 15 0 0 18 0
1 10 0 2 0 0 „ boys .......................... 0 7 0 0 10 0
1 10 0 2 0 0 Pastry cooks.............................. 1 0 0 2 15 0
1 10 0 1 16 0 „ apprentices......... 0 5 0 1 0 0
1 10 0 1 16 0 Packers,............. ....................... 0 8 0 0 13 0
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II.—Persons engaged in Trades connected -with Food and 
Drink, or the preparation thereof (continued).

From- 
£ s. d. 
15 0 
1 30 0

Bread, Biscuits, and Pastry (continued)—
Carters .....................................................
Engineers, carpenters, blacksmiths, &c,
Forewomen............................................................
Packers ...................................... Females 0 6 0
Labelling and cleaning tins ..................  0 7 0

Breweries—
Foremen ..................................................  2 10 0
Topmen ...................... ........................... 1 30 0
Cellarmen ......................................... . 1 10 0
Cask-washers ..................................... . 1 0 0
Brewery hands ....................................... 2 0 0
General hands............................. ............. 10 0
Bottlers ..................................... ............ 1 0 0
Coopers, carpenters, wheelwrights, &c. 1 15 0

boys . 0 10 0

Jelly-makers .............................................. 1 17 6
Boys............................................................... 0 6 0
Packers and labellers................................. 0 12 0

0 
0 
0 
0 
0

5J boys .......................................... 0 8
Storemen.................................................. 2 0
Tinsmiths ...............................   1 0

„ improvers ..............................  0 6
Boxmakers, printers, carters, cellarmen 1 10
Forewomen .............................. Females .......
Packers ..................... ................. „ 0 5

Condiments—
Foremen ...........   2 10
Mill hands and journeymen...............   1 10
Packers (boys)...............   0 4
Bottle-washers (boys) ..............   0 6
General hands (girls and women)..........  0 4

Confectionery— ,
Foremen .................................................. .....
Sugar boilers and pan men ................... 0 17

,, improvers..........................  0 9
» boys ...................... !.......... 0 7

Apprentices.............................................. 0 17
Packers.

» boys..............................................
General confectioners..............................
Assistants and improvers .......................
Storemen, carpenters, printers, yard

men, &c.............................................
Forewomen ............................      Females
Confectioners .............................. „

,, assistants ........... „
General hands .............................. ,,
Packers and wrappers.................. ,.

Flour—
Millers.................. ...................................

,, juniors..........................................
Samplers..................................................
Sleevemen ..............................................
Stackers ..................................................
Smutters and oilmen..............................
Packers ..................................................

boys ................. ........................
Purifier men ..........................................
Mixers ......................... ............................
General hands, yardmen, &c...................
Engineers and fiiremen...........................
Boys .........................................................

Ice and Refrigerating—
Eoremen...................................................
Journeymen ..........................................
Boys..........................................................
Canwashers...................................... .......
Tinsmiths and plumbers ......................
Engineers and firemen ......................... .

Jam and Fruit-canning—
Foremen .................. ...............................
Jam-boilers..............................................
Tinsmiths and solderers .......................

Case-maters ...
Engineers ......
Boys ..............
Fruit-preparers
Packers ...... .
Labellers............

1 17 
0 6 
1 10 
0 7

l 10 0

To— 
£ s. d.
2 10 
3 0 
1 0 
0 15 
0 12
4 0 0 
•2 10 0 
2 10 
2 0
2 15 
2 0 
2 10
3 0 
1 0

Packers..............................................  0 18 0 2 10 0
Storemen...................................................... ] 1 o 2 15 0
Draymen...................................................... 1 12 6 2 15 0
Engineers and firemen ............................. 1 15 0 4 5 0
Boys...............   0 7 6 0 18 0

Coffee, Cocoa, Rice, Spices, &c.—
Foremen ..................................................................... 4 10 0
Millers.......................................................... 1 2 6
Coffee and cocoa hands............................. 1 17 6

3 5 0
4 0 0 
4 0 0 
0 18 0 
2 10 0 
0 17 0 
3 0 0
2 15 0 
15 0 
2 10 0 
10 0 
0 15 0

4 0 0
3 0 0 
0 8 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0
4 0
2 14 
1 10
0 9
1 10 
2 18
0 9
3 0
1 10
2 12 6 
10 0 
1 10 0 
0 12 0
0 9 
0 15

II—Persons engaged in trades connected with Food and 
Drink, or the preparation thereof (contin

From— To—
Meat Preserving and Small Goods-

Foremen ..........................................
Preserver and extract-maker ...
Tallow-maker.................................
Salter ..............................................
Slaughtermen.................................
Boners..............................................
Labourers .....................................

„ (boys).............................
Tinsmiths .....................................
Coopers ..........................................
Carpenters .....................................

Small goodsmen......................................
Oatmeal, self-raising flour, and Baking 

Powder—
Foremen ..................................................
Mixers and packers ..............................
Boys................................................. ........
Fo re wo m en ...............................Fern ales
Packers, weighers, and labellers • ,,
Girls .......................................... „
Paper bag makers................... „
Tinsmiths and carpenters......................

Sugar Mills—
Foreman mechanics ..............................
Engineers and fitters................. .............
Mechanics ..............................................
Tinsmiths..................................................
Mechanics’ apprentices..........................
Pan-boilers ................................. ............

,, apprentices ...........................
Foreman bag-maker ..............................
Bag-sewers (boys) ..................................
Sack-repairers..........................................
Labourers ..............................................

Tea Packing and Blending—
Foremen ..................................................
Blenders ..................................................

Case-makers ..............................................
Forewomen .................................Females
Packers ............. ,........................... „
Labellers........................................ ,,

Vinegar Works—
Manufacturers ..........
Bottlers and labellers.,

III.—Persons engaged in the Manufacture of Clothing and 
Textile Fabrics.

Boots and Shoes—

£ S. d. £ s. d.
4 0 0

3 0 0 3 10 0
2 0 0 2 15 0
2 0 0 2 15 0
2 0 0 3 10 0
1 2 6 3 0 0
1 0 0 2 10 0
0 9 0 0 18 0
1 2 6 3 0 0
2 0 0 2 5 0
2 14 0 3 0 0
2 0 0 3 0 0
2 2 0 3 0 0
1 10 0 2 10 0

2 15 0 3 0 0
1 0 0 2 10 0
0 7 0 0 10 0
1 0 0 2 0 0
0 7 0 1 3 0
0 7 0 0 10 0
0 10 0 0 16 0
1 0 0 2 0 0

3 6 0 3 12 0
3 0 0 3 6 0

2 14 0
1 10 0 2 10 0
0 5 0 1 10 0
2 5 0 4 0 0
0 5 0 1 10 0

3 0 0
0 10 0 0 19 0
1 15 0 .2 10 0
2 2 0 2 8 0

2 5 0 3 10 0
1 7 6 3 12 0
0 10 0 2 10 0
0 5 0 0 15 0
1 16 0 2 5 0
1 0 0 1 4 0
0 5 0 1 0 0
0 4 6 0 15 0
0 7 0 0 12 0

3 0 0 3 0 0
0 10 0 1 10 0

Foremen ....................................... Males 2 0 0 4 5 0
1 10 0 6 0 0 Machine operators .................. 1 2 6 3 15 0
0 15 0 2 5 0 Clickers............................................ 1 5 0 3 2 6
2 0 0 2 5 0 „ improvers and assistants >> 0 7 0 1 2 6
1 16 0 2 0 0 ,, apprentices.....................

Makers ............................................
0 9 6 0 17 6

1 16 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 4 0 0
1 16 0 O 0 0 „ improvers ...................... » 0 5 0 1 5 0
1 0 0 2 0 0 „ apprentices ..................... » 0 8 0 0 15 0
0 16 0 1 0 0 Finishers ....................................... 0 12 0 2 10 0
1 10 0 2 0 0 „ improvers and assistants 0 10 0 0 15 0
1 5 0 2 5 0 „ apprentices..................... n 0 11 0 0 15 0
1 0 0 1 16 0 Rough-stuff cutters and press-
1 5 0 3 15 0 men ....................................... 0 17 6 3 10 0
0 10 0 0 15 0 Rough-stuff cutters improvers... 0 10 0 1 0 0

Trimmers ...................................... . 1 10 0 2 10 0
2 5 0 4 15 0 Edge-setters, featherers, and
2 0 0 3 0 0 breasters .............................. 3J 0 16 0 2 0 0
0 10 0 0 18 0 Channel-closers .......................... 0 14 0 1 5 0
1 5 0 1 10 0 Skivers ............................................ 1 0 0 1 5 0
2 2 0 3 3 0 Eyeletters .................. .................... 0 17 6 1 5 0
2 5 0 2 10 0 Brushers, sockers, dressers,

scourers, &c............................ 0 14 0 0 17 6
1 15 0 3 10 0 Repairers ....................................... 1 15 0 2 14 0
1 10 0 2 10 0 Sole-sewers ................................... 1 10 0 2 10 0
1 10 0 2 8 0 Packers ............................................ 0 15 0 1 15 0
0 5 0 0 17 6 Boys ................................................ 0 4 0 0 12 0
0 b 0 1 7 6 Engineers, storemen, carters, &c. 1 10 0 4 0 0
0 10 0 2 0 0 Forewomen ...................................Females 1 2 6 2 0 0
1 5 0 2 0 0 Machinists....................................... 0 10 0 1 10 0
1 12 6 2 5 0 ., apprentices.................

Fitters ............................................
0 4 0 0 12 0

0 6 0 0 12 0 0 7 6 1 7 6
0 6 0 0 12 0 ,, apprentices..................... 0 4 0 0 7 0
0 10 0 0 16 0 Tiers-off and bench hands ........ 0 3 0 0 9 0
0 9 0 0 12 6 Trimmers, sockers, &c................ j; 0 5 0 0 15 0
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III.—Persons engaged in the Manufacture of Clothing and
Textile Fabrics (continued).

Clothing Factories—Slops—
From- 
£ s. a.

To— 
£ s. d.

Foremen ................................. .Males 2 0 0 5 0 0
Cutters .................................... 1 5 0 5 0 0

„ assistants and improvers ,, 0 7 6 1 5 0
Pressers..................................... 1 5 0 3 10 0

„ apprentices and assist
ants ............................. 0 9 0 1 0 0

Seam pressers ..................... • » 0 5 0 1 10 0
Trimmers ................................. 0 10 0 2 15 0
Examiners ... ................ 0 14 0 2 17 6
Folders and brushers ............ 0 15 0 2 15 0
Engineers and mechanics, &c... 1 2 6 3 0 0
Errand boys and messengers . • 3) 0 3 6 0 17 6
Machinists.............................. 1 2 6 3 10 0
Coat hands................................. 2 0 0 3 10 0

Trousers hands......................... .
.Females 0 7 6 1 15 0
k 33
Males

0 10 0 1 12 G
Vest hands, ............................ 1 1 0 2 4 0

Apprentices ..............................
.Females 0 5 0 1 10 0

0 2 6 0 15 0
Forewomen ............................. .Females 1 10 0 3 0 0
Slop trousers machinists ..... .. 0 6 0 1 10 0

„ finishers ............. 0 3 0 1 10 0
Button-hole machinists .... 0 6 6 1 5 0

,, finishers . .. 0 3 0 1 2 6
Coat machinists........................ 0 7 6 1 2 6

,, finishers ................ 0 4 0 1 2 6
Test machinists ..................... 1 0 0

,, finishers ......................... 0 5 0 0 12 0
Apprentices................... .. • 33 0 2 6 0 7 6

Clothing Factories—Order Tailoring— 
Foremen...................................... Males 3 0 0 6 0 0
Cutters ..................................... 2 0 0 9 0 0
Coat hands................................. 2 0 0 3 10 0

„ improvers ............. . „ 0 10 0 1 5 0
,, apprentices.............

Yest-makers ......... .................
• 33 0 2 6 1 10 0

1 5 0 2 6 0
Trousers-makers ................. 1 5 0 2 15 0
Pressers..................................... 1 0 0 3 5 0
Trimmers ................................ ♦ 3»

.Females
0 17 6 2 5 0

Coat hands................................. 0 15 0 2 0 0
„ improvers................. • 33 0 6 0 1 5 0
,, apprentices .............

Yest hands ..............................
• 3 3 0 2 6 1 5 0

0 7 6 1 10 0
„ improvers................. 0 5 0 0 17 0
„ apprentices ............. ’• 33 0 2 6 0 12 6

Trousers-makers ..................... 0 15 0 1 10 0
„ ,, improvers .... 0 10 0 0 14 0
,, ,, apprentices ..

Machinists ..............................
• 3 3 0 2 6 0 5 6
• >3 0 7 6 1 10 0

„ apprentices ........... ♦ 33 0 2 6 0 10 0
Shirt-makers......................... . „ 0 14 0 1 9 0

„ improvers and apprentices 0 2 6 0 7 6
Dressmaking and Millinery—

Forewomen ............................. 2 15 0 6 0 0
Cutters and fitters................. 2 0 0 2 10 0
Bodice hands ........................ 0 7 6 1 15 0

„ improvers .................. 0 2 6 0 10 0
„ apprenticesf ..............

Skirt hands ............................
0 2 6

0 6 0 1 15 0
„ improvers ...................... 0 3 0 0 7 6
,, apprenticesf.................. 0 2 6

Sleeve hands ....................... 0 6 0 1 2 6
,, improvers .................... 0 2 6 0 6 0

General dressmakers.............. 0 8 6 1 10 0
Machinists .............................. ............ 0 12 6 1 2 6
Head mantle-makers.............. 3 0 0 4 0 0
Mantle-makers ...................... 0 9 6 1 17 0

,, improvers.......
Blouse-maker..........................

0 2 6 0 5 6
0 12 6 1 0 0

Milliners.................................. 0 7 6 2 9 6
„ improvers.............. 0 2 6 0 10 0
„ apprentices* ........... ....... 0 2 6

Furriers—
Furriers .................................. 1 7 6 3 0 0
Boys.................................. ....... 0 9 0 0 12 0
Fur sewers .............................. ........... 0 10 0 1 5 0

Hat and Caps—
Journeymen............................. .Males 0 17 6 3 0 0
Assistants.................................•* 33 0 7 6 0 12 6
Apprentices ..........................  . 0 10 0
Foremen ................................ 2 15 0 3 15 0
Forewomen ............................. ... 1 2 6
Machinists ............................ 0 7 0 1 15 0
Finishers ................................. 0 6 0 0 15 0
Trimmers ......... ................ .. 0 5 0 1 2 fi
Improvers, &c........................... •» 33 0 4 6 0 10 6

Shirtmaking (Females)—
Shirt-cutter............................... 2 0 0 3 0 0
Shirt-makers .................... 0 8 0 1 5 0

III.—Persons engaged m the Manufacture of Clothing and 
Textile Fabrics {continued).

Shirtmaking (Females)—{continued)^
Apprentices.........................................
Machinists ..........................................
Finishers..............................................

Water-proof Clothing—
Forewomen .............
Machinists ............

,, improvers
Finishers .. ........

,, improvers .

,, improvers .......................
White Work and Ladies and Children’s 

Forewomen, designers, and
cutter..................................Femal

Machinists ...........   ,,
„ improvers.................. „
,, apprentices ............... „

Finishers ............................... „
Learners .................................... ,,
Pressers...................................... ,,
Sorters .............   „
Cutters  .................................Males
Pressers ...................   ,,

Woollen Mills—
Foremen .............................................
Carders ..............................................
Woolsorters..........................................
Finishers..............................................
Dyers ..................................................

„ Assistants ..................................
Spinners ..............................................
Warpers ............................. ................
Wool-scourers......................................... 1 15
Pressmen..........................................
Weavers ..........................................
Twisters ..........................................
G-eneral hands ...............................
Engineers ......................................
Boys .......................................
Weavers .....................................Fei
Finishers.......... ........................
Burlers ......................................
Girls .........................................

From— To-
£ s. d. £ s d.
0 5 0 0 7 0
0 15 0 1 0 0

0 13 0
6d. per doz.

2 10 0 3 15 0
0 12 0 1 0 0
0 4 G 0 10 0
0 12 0 0 15 0
0 5 0 0 7 6
0 10 0 1 5 0
0 2 6 0 7 6

Lothing 'Factory—

0 18 0 2 5 0
0 10 0 1 12 9
0 7 0 0 10 0
0 2 6 0 4 0
0 6 0 1 0 0
0 2 6 0 7 0
0 7 6 0 16 0
0 6 6 1 0 0
1 0 0 2 0 0

1 15 0

4 0 0 5 0 0
2 0 0 3 0 0
2 0 0 2 5 0
2 0 0 2 5 0
2 0 0 3 0 0
0 15 0 1 10 0
1 2 G 2 15 0
1 0 0 1 10 0
1 15 0 2 0 0
1 10 0 2 0 0
1 16 0 2 10 0

0 15 0
1 10 0

2 15 0 3 0 0
0 4 6 0 10 0
0 18 0 1 11 0
0 8 0 0 12 0
0 12 0 0 17 6
0 8 0 0 12 0

1Y —Persons engaged in connection with Building
Materials, Ac.

Asphalting and Tar-paving—
Asphalt-makers ............................ 1 15 0 2 2 0
Wood-block makers ........................ 1 5 0 2 2 0

Brickworks—
Foremen..................................................  2 8 0 4 0 0
Clay-diggers and pitmen ..................... 1 16 0 2 8 0
Panmen and grinders............................. 1 15 0 2 10 0
Setters......................................................  1 16 0 2 8 0
Bnckmakers and moulders ..................  116 0 2 15 0
Pressers .................................................. 1 15 0 2 10 0
Burners .................................................. 2 0 0 3 10 0
Loaders-out ........................................... 1 16 0 2 10 0
Stackers .................................................. 1 16 0 2 8 0
Carters ..................................................... 1 10 0 2 5 0

Cement—
Millers...................................................... 3 0 0 3 10 0
Burners .................................................. 2 0 0 2 12 0
Kiln-fillers .............................................. 1 16 0 2 5 0
Labourers .............................................. 1 10 0 2 0 0

Joinery, Wood-turning, and Carving—
Foremen .................................................. 3 0 0 3 12 0
Joiners......................................................  1 16 0 3 0 0
Turners .................................................. 1 10 0 3 0 0
Carvers..................................................... 1 18 0 3 3 0
Apprentices ............................................. 0 7 0 0 15 0

Limew orks—
Foremen ................................................. 3 0 0 3 0 0
Quarrymen ............................................. 2 0 0 2 5 0
Crane-drivers.......................................... 1 16 0 2 0 0
Lime-drawers ........................................ 2 0 0 2 8 0
Burners ............... ................... 2 0 0 2 8 0

Marble and Monumental Masons—
Foremen................................................. . 2 10 0 3 0 0
Letter-cutters and carvers ..................... 2 0 0 3 0 0
Marble and stone masons .................... 1 10 0 3 5 0

„ ,, improvers ... 0 15 0 1 10 0
Polishers . ............ ......... 1 10 0 2 5 0

,, improvers ..............................  0 12 0 10 0
Fixers ...................................................... 1 5 0 2 5 0
Carters ..................................................... 1 10 0 2 2 0
Boys.......................................................... 0 5 0 0 10 0
Bricklayers.............................................. 2 8 0 2 14 0

t Unpaid for the first fchiee or six months.* Receive no pay for the first six or tweh e months.



1405

IV.—Persons engaged in connection with Building Materials, &c. 
{continued).

, From— To—
Modelling, Cement; and Plaster Decorations—£ s. d. £ s. d.

Modellers.............................. 0 3 0 0
Prospers .................................. 0 2 5 0
Casters.............. ...............  .. 0 1 0 0

Paint and Varnish—
Manufacturers............................. 0 0 o
Labourers .................. 0 1 15 0

Potteries—
Foremen.......................... 0 3 10 0
Throwers.......................... 0 3 0 0
Pipe-makers ...................... 0 3 0 0
Burners .............................. 0 2 15 0
Clay-getters.............................. 0 2 8 0

Quarrying and Stone-crushing—
Foremen ...................... 0 3 0 0
O.uarrvmen............................. 0 2 5 0
Masons.......................... 0 2 10 0
Stonebreakers........ ........... 0 2 2 o
Stonefeeders ....... .. 0 2 0 0

Saw-mills—
Foremen........................... 0 4 0 o
Saw-sbarpeners ............... 0 8 0
Benchers...................... 0 2 10 0
Benchers* assistants ............... ..... 1 0 0 2 0 o
Sawyers ............................. 0 3 0 0
Sawyers’ assistants.................. 6 1 10 0
Measurers .............. 0 2 0
Tailers-out .................. 0 1 o
Labourers .............................. 0 2 2 0
Draymen...................... 0 2 5 0Mill hands .................. 0 2 7 0
Machinists ................................... o 3 3 o
Machinists’ assistants ................... 0 ] 10 0
Engineers .......................... 0 3 5 0

V.—Persons engaged in Engineering, Metal Works, &o.
Foremen .............................. 0 5 0 0
Engineers.............................. 0 3 5 0
Machinists .......................... . 0 3 0 0
Turners and fitters............... o 5 0 o
Blacksmiths..................... c 3 0 0
Strikers...................... 0 2 0 0
Iron-founders.................. 0 2 10 0
Iron-moulders........................... 0 3 10 0

assistants.................. 0 0 IS o
Iron-dressers ...................... 0 2 8 0Eurnace-inen .......... 0 2 6 0
Pattern-makers................... 0 2 14 o
Boiler-makers.................. 0 3 0 o
Coppersmiths...................... 0 3 3 0
Brass-moulders ................. 0 3 0 0
Brass-finishers...................... 0 3 3 o
Tinsmiths .......................... 0 3 0 0

„ assistants .................... 0 1 5 o
Smelters .................. 0 3 0 0
Plumbers and gasfitters.......... 0 3 0 o
Plumbers’ boys ............... 0 0 15 0
Meter-makers.................. 0 3 3 o
Painters ............................ 0 3 0 0
Stove-fitters.................. 0 3 0 o
Galvanisers...................... 0 3 10 o
Wireworkers ............... 0 3 3 0Japanners .......................... 0 2 10 o
Engine-drivers and firemen........... 0 3 0 0
Bricklayers ........... 0 3 0 0Carpenters ............................. 0 3 0 o
Labourers.............................. 0 2 2 0Carters........................ 0 2 9 0Storekeepers .................. 0 2 10 0Drillers.......................... 0 1 16 o
Trunk-makers.................. o 2 5 o
Canister-makers................ 0 3 0 o
Lead-millers ...............
Apprentices............... '... 0 1 10 0Bovs.......................... 0 0 15 0

VI.—Persons engaged in Ship-building, Eepairing, &c.
Ship-building, Bocks, &c.—

Eoremen ..................................................
Shipwrights..............................................
Boiler-makers and riveters ...................
Pattern-makers ......................................
Bolt-screwers ..........................................
Ship joiners..............................................
Marine opticians.......................................
Ships’ compasses, sextants, and baro

meter repairers .............................
*33—E '

3 0 0 
2 8 0 
2 10 0
2 5 0 
2 0 0 
2 8 0 
2 0 0
3 Q 0

7 0 0 
3 12 0 
3 8 0 
3 0 0 
2 8 0 
3 0 0 
3 0 0

3 0 0
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VI.—Persons engaged in Ship-building, Eepairing, &c. (continued).

Sails and Tarpaulins—
Sailmakers ................ .
Tent and tarpaulin makers
General hands............. .
Apprentices and boys .....
Forewoman........................ .
Women and girls .............

From- To-
£ S. d. £ s. d.
1 5 0 3 0 0
0 15 0 2 7 0
0 10 0 1 10 0
0 5 0 0 18 0

1 10 0
0 6 0 0 19 0

VII.—Persons engaged in the manufacture of Eurniture, 
Bedding, &c. .

Foremen ......................................................
Machinists ...................................................

„ apprentices ..............................
Cabinet-makers ...........................................

„ apprentices ......... ....... .
Polishers ......................................................

,, apprentices.................................
Chair-makers ..............................................
Chair-fitters..................................................
Frame-makers...............................................
Wood-carvers.............................................
Wood-turners..............................................
Upholsterers ..............................................

,, apprentices...........................
Carpet hands ..............................................
Drapery-cnttcrs ..........................................
Forewomen ...................................Females
Upholsleresses..............................

Girls ...............................  ”
Drapery hands..............................
Machinists......................................
Seamstresses...................................
Carpet-sewers ...................

Girls .................................................”
Window-blind makers and fixers...............

Boys..........................................................
"Venetian blind makers ............. ................

}, painters...............................
Revolving shutter makers..........................
Mattress-makers..........................................
Picture-frame makers ..............................

Mount-cutters..........................................
Apprentices..............................................
Fitters .......................................................
Girls............................. ............... .............

Hair and Flock Hands—
Packers......................................................
Machinists ..............................................
Bag sorters ............................ ..Females
Cluth-cutters..............................

Billiard-table makers..................................
Apprentices..............................................

Ivory turners ..............................................
Chinese cabinet-makers..............................

,, polishers ......................................
,, wood-turners ..............................
,, sand-paperers ...............................

2 10 0 4 10 0
1 7 6 2 14 0
0 10 0 0 15 0
1 10 0 2 16 0
0 2 6 1 6 0
2 0 0 3 0 0
0 7 6 1 7 6
1 9 0 2 36 0
1 5 0 2 12 0
1 10 0 2 5 0
2 10 0 3 0 0
1 16 0 2 0 0
2 0 0 3 0 0
0 5 0 1 10 0
1 15 0 3 0 0
2 2 0 4 5 0
1 5 0 1 10 0
0 12 6 2 0 0
0 5 0 0 9 0
0 16 0 2 0 0
0 10 0 1 2 6
0 9 0 1 2 6
0 10 0 1 5 0
0 5 0 0 10 0
1 10 0 2 10 0
0 5 0 0 17 6
1 10 0 2 10 0
1 5 0 2 5 0
1 10 0 2 14 0
1 10 0 2 18 0
1 15 0 4 0 0
1 15 0 2 18 0
0 6 0 1 5 0
1 0 0 1 10 0
0 5 0 1 0 0

0 12 0 2 14 0
0 15 0 1 16 0
0 17 0 1 0 0
0 10 0 0 12 0
2 0 0 3 0 0
0 7 6 0 12 0
2 0 0 3 0 0
0 10 0 3 0 0
0 17 0 1 16 0
1 4 0 1 12 0
0 15 0 1 10 0

VIII.—Persons engaged in Printing, Lithographing 
Establishments, &c.

Headers .........................................
Benders’ assistants.........................
Compositors, Jobbing Offices—

Journeymen ..............................
Improvers .................................
Apprentices ...............................

Compositors, Newspaper Offices—
Foremen .....................................
Machine compositors.................
Compositors .............................
Linotype operators.....................
Female type distributors .........

Machinists’ boys.............
Apprentices..................... .

Letterpress Machinists—
Foremen ..........................
Journeymen ...................
Improvers ......................
Apprentices......................

Stereotypers—
Foremen ..........................

. Journeymen ..................
Eiectrotypers—

Journey m en ..... ............
Engravers ..........................

2 0 0 3 0 0
0 15 0 2 0 0

1 5 0 3 10 0
0 17 6 2 0 0
0 5 0 1 0 0

3 0 0 7 0 0
4J-d. to 5d. 1 

9d. to Is. Id. j
3d. ! per 1,000
lid. I ens.
with |

allowances. J
0 6 6 0 15 0
0 10 0 15 0
2 10 0 6 0 0
1 10 0 4 0 0
0 14 0 1 10 0
0 8 0 0 15 0

3 10 0 6 0 0
1 15 0 3 0 0

1 15 0 3 15 0
2 0 0 4 0 0
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VIII.—Persons engaged in Printing, Lithographic 
' &c. {continued). From-
Lithographers— . £ s-

Journeymen .......................................... 2 0
Improvers ............................................... 1 0
Apprentices.............................................. 0 G
Stone polishers and cleaners................... 0 15
Artists, illuminators, and photographers 1 15

„ apprentices.................................. 0 /
Cutters..........................................................  2 12
Yarnishers, transferrors, &c........................ 2 0
Peed and fly boys ...................................... 0 5
General hands............................................... 1
Engineers and firemen ............................... 1 10
Bookbinders— •

Foremen ..................................................  2 0
Eulers ...................................................... ^ 0
Binders ................................................... 1 0
Finishers..................................................  1 0
Forewomen....................................Female 0 17
Booksewers .................................. „ 0 10
Bookfolders.................................. » 0 5
Embossers .................................. >> 0 8
Mumberers, pagers, wire-stitchers,

packers, &c.................................Female 0 5
Apprentices...................................Male 0 7

)f ...................................Female 0 2
Boys, messengers, &c................................ 0 5

Paper Boies and Bags—
Foremen .................................................. 2 10
Forewomen............................................... 0 17
Cutters...................................................... 0 17
Boys.......................................................... 0 7
Girls (box and bag makers) ................... 0 5
Apprentices..............................................  0 2
General hands..........................................  1 2

0
0
0
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
6
0
0
6
0
6
0

*6
6

1 10 
1 5 
1 0

Establishments, 
- To—

£ s. d. 
4 0 0 
1 10 0 
10 0 
1 12 6 
6 10 0 
0 17 6 
2 16 0 
3 0 0 
10 0 
2 0 0 
8 0 0
5 0 0 
4 0 0 
4 0 0 
3 10 0
1 10 0

10 0
1 0 
0 7 
0 13

2 15 0 
1 10 0 
2 0 0
0 14 0
1 10 0 
0 4 0 
2 5 0

IX._Persons engaged in the manufacture of Vehicles, Saddlery
and Harness, and Bicycles.

Cpachbuilding—
Foremen ......................................
Carpenters .................................
Body-makers .............................
Wheelwrights.............................
Blacksmiths.................................
Strikers.........................................
Yieemen .....................................
Trimmers.....................................
Painters .....................................
Wave turners .............................
Spoke turners.............................
Improvers .................................
Apprentices.................................

Saddlery and Harness—
Foremen .....................................
Saddle makers.............................
Harness makers .........................
Collar makers.............................
Strap hands.................................
General hands.............................
Machinists .................................
Female hands.............................
Improvers .................................
Apprentices.................................

Making and Eepairing Bicycles—
Foremen .....................................
Turners .....................................
Fitters .........................................
Tyre and wheelmaker................ .
General hands............................
Boys............................................

2 10 0 4 0 0
1 10 0 3 0 0
1 15 0 3 0 0
1 15 0 3 0 0
1 10 0 3 0 0
0 10 0 1 10 0
1 5 0 2 8 0
1 15 0 3 0 0
1 0 0 3 0 0
1 16 0 2 5 0
1 16 0 2 5 0
0 15 0 1 10 0
0 5 0 1 0 0

2 10 0 3 5 0
1 10 G 2 10 0
1 15 0 3 0 0
1 1 0 3 0 0
1 5 0 2 15 0
1 0 0 2 10 0
1 15 0 2 0 0
0 7 6 1 15 0
0 10 0 1 2 G
0 5 0 0 17 6

2 10 0 3 0 0
1 10 0 2 15 0
1 10 0 2 10 0
1 5 0 2 7 6
1 5 0 2 0 0
0 6 0 0 10 0

X.—Persons engaged in the production of Light, Fuel, Heat,, &c.
Electric Light Works—

Foremen .......................
Engineers......................
Electricians...................
Installing Workmen ... 

Gas Works—
Foremen .......................
Stokers and Firemen ...
Fitters..........................
Plumbers......................
Main-layers..................
Service-layers ..............
Lamp-lighters..............

Fuel—
Sawyers and Yardsmen
Carters..........................
Boys..............................

3 0 0 3 10 0
2 10 0 4 10 0
2 0 0 3 10 0
2 0 0 2 10 0

3 10 0 6 0 0
2 2 0 2 18 0
2 8 0 3 6 0
2 5 0 2 15 0
1 16 0 2 15 0
1 36 0 2 15 0
1 12 0 1 12 0

1 10 0 3 0 0
1 10 0 2 5 0
0 5 0 1 0 0

XI.—Persons engaged in Miscellaneous Trades.
Basket-making, wicker-work, mats and From— 

matting—
Basket-makers..........................................
Apprentices and boys..............................
Mat and matting makers .......................
Boys..........................................................

Box and Packing Case Making—
Foremen ..................................................
Box-makers..............................................
Sawyers ..................................................
Machinists ..............................................
Carters......................................................
General Hands ......................................
Apprentices..............................................
Boys..................... ....................................

Broom-making—
Broom-makers..........................................
Assistants and Apprentices ..................
Broom-sewers.............. ...........................
Sorters......................................................

Brush-making—
Journeymen ..........................................
Female Hands..........................................
Boys and Apprentices ..........................

Chemicals, Drugs, Patent Medicines, &c.—
Foremen ..................................................
Manufacturers ......................................
Chemists ..................................................

„ improvers ..............................
Lead Burners and Platinum Men .......
Acid Makers ..........................................
Bottle Washers ......................................
Packers......................................................
Forewomen..............................  Females
Bottlers and labellers........................
Packers .................................. ,,
Manufacturing hands ...........................

Cooperage—
Coopers ..................................................
Apprentices..............................................
Machinists ..............................................

Dye Works—
Dyers ......................................................
Pressers (men) ......................................

„ (women) ..................................
Feather and Glove Cleaners, &c............

Explosives—
Mixers ......................................................
Cartridge Fillers......................................
Packers......................................................
Labourers..................................................

Florists—
Florists and shop assistants (female) ...

Glass Works—Bottles, &c.—
Foremen ..................................................
Glass-blowers ..........................................
Packers ..................................................
Finishers..................................................
Engineers and Firemen..........................
Apprentices..............................................
Boys..........................................................

Glass Works—Ornamental—
Cutters and Silverers..............................
Bevellers..................................................
Glaziers....................................................
Carters......................................................
Stencil Cutters (bojs and girls) ...........
Boys................................................. ........

Hair-dressing and Hair-working—
Hair-dressers and wig-makers ...............

. Hair-frame makers..................................
j, females ..................

Laundries (steam and hand)—
Wash-house hands ................... Males
Packers ............................................
Boys ............................................. „
Carters ............................   »
Engineers ....................................  ,,
Firemen......................................  „
Washers.......................................Females
Sorters and Packers...................... ,, 0
Folders .......................................... 3, 0
Starchers ...................................... ,, 0
Machine ironers .......................... „ 0
Callender hands .......................... „ 0

*Shirt and collar ironers .............. st 0
*Slarch ironers ...........................
*Plain ironers..............................

To—
£ s. d. £ s. d.
1 0 0 2 0 0
0 5 0 0 35 0
1 0 0 1 10 0
0 7 0 0 12 0

2 10 0 3 0 0
1 10 0 2 30 0
1 10 0 2 2 0
1 10 0 2 8 0
0 15 0 2 0 0
1 0 0 2 8 0
0 7 6 0 10 0
0 5 0 0 13 0

1 10 0 2 5 0
0 5 0 1 0 0
1 15 0 2 0 0
0 5 0 1 8 0

1 5 0 3 0 0
0 4 0 0 15 0
0 9 0 0 1L 0

2 G 0 4 0 0
1 0 0 2 7 6
1 0 0 2 10 0
0 7 6 1 5 0
1 2 0 2 14 0
1 10 0 2 5 0
0 12 6 1 0 0
0 14 0 2 5 0
0 15 0 2 10 0
0 4 0 0 15 0
0 6 0 1 0 0
0 6 0 0 10 0

1 15 0 3 0 0
0 8 0 1 2 6
0 16 0 2 0 0

1 7 6 2 10 0
1 10 0 2 5 0
1 1 0 1 4 0
0 2 6 1 4 0

1 5 0 2 5 0
1 0 0 2 0 0
1 0 0 1 15 0
1 10 0 1 18 0

0 5 0 1 2 6

3 0 0 4 0 0
1 10 0 3 17 0
0 7 0 1 7 G
1 10 0 3 17 0
1 5 0 3 10 0
0 10 0 1 15 0
0 6 0 0 15 0

2 0 0 3 0 0
1 10 0 3 0 0
1 10 0 2 10 0
1 10 0 2 0 0
0 5 0 0 8 0
0 5 0 1 0 0

1 0 0 3 0 0
0 5 0 1 10 0
0 5 0 1 1 0

0 15 0 2 5 0
1 1 0 1 16 0
0 7 0 0 10 0
0 10 0 2 5 0
1 10 0 2 7 6
0 15 0 1 5 0

(0 10 0 1 0 0
(2|- to 4/-- per day.)

* 6 0 1 10 0
> 6 0 1 10 0
l 6 0 1 6 0
) 9 0 1 4 0
) 8 0 0 10 0
) 18 0 2 0 0
) 13 0 1 6 0
) 12 0 0 18 0

* Ironers are paid by piece-work, washers by the day ; other branches by weekly wage.
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XI.—Persons engaged in Miscellaneous Trades (continued).

Papermaking—
Sorters and classers .............................
Beatermen ..............................................
Rag boilers and cuttermen ..................
Machine men ..........................................
Labourers......... ........................................
Blacksmiths..............................................

From- 
£ s.
1 0
1 5
0 15
0 12
0 18

d.
0
0
0
6
0

To- 
£ s. 
2 0
2 10
1 18
2 10
1 16
2 8

d.
0
0
0
0
0
0

Paper sorters (female) ........................... 0 10 0 0 15 0
Perambulator making—

Carpenter.................................................. 1 15 0 2 2 0
Blacksmiths.............................................. 1 1 0 2 2 0
Fitters ...................................................... 1 0 0 2 6 0
Painters .................................................. 0 10 0 1 0 0
Upholsterers .......................................... 1 0 0 1 10 0
Boys.......................................................... 0 6 0 0 10 0
Machinists (female) .............................. 0 10 0 1 0 0

Photography—
Operators.................................................. 2 0 0 4 10 0
Printers .................................................. 1 0 0 2 10 0

„ Assistants .................................. 0 7 6 1 0 0
Retouchers.............................................. 1 10 0 3 5 0
Zinc etchers.............................................. 1 10 0 2 15 0
Enlargers .............................................. 2 0 0 3 0 0
Framers .................................................. 0 17 6 2 5 0
Retouchers.................................. Females 0 12 6 1 15 0
Printers................. .................... „ 0 5 0 1 5 0
Spotters...................................... ,, {) 5 0 1 12 6
Sorters ...................................... „ 0 5 0 0 7 6

Portmanteaus and Bags—
Bag-makers.............................................. 1 10 0 3 0 0

,, Assistants ........................... 0 16 0 1 10 0
Improvers .............................................. 0 7 6 1 2 6
Trunk and portmanteau makers ........... 1 10 0 3 0 0
Blacksmiths and japanners .................. 0 15 6 1 15 0
Machinists (female) .............................. 0 6 0 1 4 0

Rope Works—
Foremen .................. ............................... 4 0 0 4 10 0
Ropelayers .............................................. 2 2 0 2 8 0
Reelers...................................................... i 10 0 2 0 0
Hand spinners.......................................... i 10 0 2 5 0
Machinist .............................................. 0 18 0 1 10 0
Jennv-boys .......................................... . 0 G 0 0 15 0

Rubber Works—
Journeymen ..................................... . 2 0 0 3 0 0
Boys........................................................... 0 10 0 1 0 0

Sewing Machines, Pianos, &e.—
Foremen .................................................. 3 10 0 4 0 0
Tuners...................................................... 2 0 0 5 0 0
Polishers................................................... 1 0 0 3 12 0
Repairers............................. .................... 1 2 6 4 0 0
Apprentices and boys.............................. 0 5 0 1 0 0
Stringers and Spinners ..................... . 0 10 0 1 5 0
Packers and Ritters-up..... .................... 1 10 0 2 8 0

XI.—Persons engaged in Miscellaneous Trades (continued).
From- •To-

Soap and Candle Works— £ S. 1 £ s. d.
Stearine and Candle-makers................. 1 4 0 2 10 0
Moulders.................................................. 0 15 0 1 10 0
Soap-boilers.............................................. 1 16 0 3 0 0
Assistants ......................... .................... 0 5 0 1 10 0
Packers .................................................. 0 10 0 1 10 0
Carters................................................... . 1 0 0 1 16 0
Coopers .................................................. 2 10 0 3 0 0
Carpenters, Box-makers, and Plumbers 2 0 0 2 5 0
Engineers and Firemen.......................... 1 0 0 2 10 0
Boys................ ......................................... 0 5 0 0 15 0
Packers ...................................... Females 0 6 0 1 0 0

Tobacco and Cigarettes—
Foremen .................................................. 2 15 0 5 0 0
Cutting-room Hands.............................. 1 0 0 2 10 0
General Hands ...................................... 1 0 0 2 5 0
Box-makers................................... 1 5 0 3 0 0
Stemmers.................................................. 0 12 0 1 5 0
Twisters ....................................... 1 2 0 3 5 0
Pressers .................................................. 0 12 0 2 10 0
Plug-coverers.......................................... 0 15 0 2 5 0
Finishers.................................................. 1 10 0 2 15 0
Cigarette Machinists.............................. 1 15 0 3 10 0
Engineers and Firemen........................... 2 0 0 5 0 0
Boys—General Work....................... 0 5 0 0 16 0
Forewoman ................ . ....Females 0 15 0 1 10 0
Stemmers .......................... „ 0 10 0 1 0 0
Covercrs............................. ,, 0 15 0 1 13 0
Cutting-room Hands ............... ,, 0 10 0 1 0 0

Cigarette-making—
Machine-hands.................... ,, 0 7 0 0 14 0
Cigarette-makers .......... ....... ,, 0 16 0 1 4 0
Mouth-piece Makers ........... ,, 0 12 6 0 16 6
Filling and Closing, &c.......... ,, 0 5 0 0 8 0
Packers ....... ............................ „ 0 7 0 0 17 0

Umbrella-making—
Males .......................................... 0 12 0 2 5 0
Females ...................................... 0 10 0 1 5 0

Watchmaking and Jewellery, &c.—
Watchmakers................................ 1 10 0 5 0 0

,, apprentices.................
Jewellers.......................................

0 5 0 0 10 0
1 10 0 6 0 0

„ apprentices....................... 0 10 0
Instrument Makers ....................... 1 2 6 3 0 0
Opticians .......... ......................... 1 10 0 2 10 0
Polishers...................................... 1 O 0 2 15 0
Gem Cutters ................................ 2 0 0 3 0 0
Engravers .............................................. 2 0 0 5 0 0
Packers ................................................... 0 17 6 1 7 6
Electroplaters.......................................... 1 10 0 4 0 0
Burnishers.................................. Eemales 1 0 0 1 10 0
Boys.......................................................... 0 5 0 0 17 6

Table III.

Employments of Apprentices.

Class of Factory.

Tanneries..........................................
Confectionery..................................
Boots and shoes ...............................
Clothing—slops ..............................

,, —order tailoring...............
Dressmakers and milliners ........
Hats and caps..................................
White work, &c...... ........................
Carpentry and joinery ...................
Marble and monumental masonry..
Pottery and earthenware ..............
Boiler-making...................................
Brass works..... ................................
Coppersmithing ..............................
Engineering......................................
Ironworks and foundries ...............
Tinsmithing......................................
Zinc, ornamental ..........................
Blacksmitbing..................................
Plumbers, gasfitters, &c...................
Gas and water meters ..................
Docks and slips ..............................
Ship-building and repairing ...........

No. of 
Factories

Number of Apprentices.

Males. Females. Total.

2 8 8
1 3 3

16 • 77 61 138
17 19 172 191
36 43 79 122
66 260 260

1 1 1
2 12 12
5 8 8
1 1 1
1 2 o

2 20 20
2 18 18
1 4 4

23 95 95
2 3 3
1 5 5
1 4 4
2 2 2
4 10 10
1 2 2
3 37 37
1 5 5

Class of Factory. No. of 
Factories.

Bedding, fiock, upholstering, &c... i
4

„ Chinese ...................... 5
Printing and bookbinding .......... 30
Coaches and waggons .................. 9
Saddlery, saddle-trees, whips, &c.. 5
Cycle building and repairing ....... 1
Baskets, wicker-ware, mats.......... 1
Brooms and brushes .................. 1

3
Dve works and cleaning .............. 1
Glass, including bottles .............. 1
Hydraulic power .......................... 1

5
Photographing, photo, engraving, 

and materials ........................... 2
Sewing-machines, pianos, &c........
Surgical instruments, spectacles, 

and lenses ...............................

3

2
Painters and sign-writers ........... 2

Total........................... 268

Number of Apprentices.

Males. Females. Total.

2 2
31 i 32

6 6
136 13 149
20 20
16 16
4 4
2 2
1 1

15 15
3 3

3 3
2 2

17 17

6 6
7 7

2 1 3
9 9

640 608 1,248
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Table IY.

Machinery used in Factories.

Horse-power of Machinery.

Class of Factor)-.

I. Treating raw material—the product of pastoral pursuits
II. Connected with food and drink, or preparation thereof...

III. Clothing and textile fabrics .................................................. .
IV. Building materials ...................................................... ...............
V. Metal works, machinery, &c...................................................... .

VI. Shipbuilding, repairing, &c..........................................................
VIL. Furniture, bedding, &c............................. .................................. .

VIII. Books, paper, printing, &c.........................................................
IX. Vehicles, saddlery, harness, &c....................................................
X. Bight, fuel, and heat ..................................................................

XI. Miscellaneous .................................................................................

Total .........................................................

I. Treating Haw Material (the product of pastoral pursuits)—
Boiling down ......................................................... ..............
G-lue, oil, and grease ...........................................................
Manures ................................................................................
Tallow refineries ............. ......................................................
Tanneries ..................................;............................................
Woolwashing, scouring, &c....................................................

Total ................................. ......................

II. Connected with Food and Drink (or preparation thereof)—
Aerated waters.......................................................................
Bacon and meat curing, &c............................ .......................
Bread, biscuits, and pastry, &c.............................................
Breweries .................. ............................................................
Butterine and margarine.......................................................
Condiments .................................................................. .........
Confectionery .......................................................................
Corn flour...............................................................................
Flour mills and self-raising flour ........................................
Ice and refrigerating ............................................................
Jam and fruit canning............................................................
Meat preserving ...................................................................
Salt grinding.................................................. ........................
Sugar mills and refining........................................................
Small goods, butchers...........................................................
Tea blending and packing ............ ........................... ...........
Vinegar................ ..................................................................

Total ........................................................

III. Clothing and Textile Fabrics—
Boots and shoes ...................................................................
Clothing, slops.................................... ...................................
Hats and caps .......................................................................
Oilskin and waterproof clothing ........................................
White-work, underclothing and sewing ............................
Woollen cloth ........................................................................

Total ........................................................

IV. Building materials—
Asphalt....................................................................................
Bricks.......................................... ............................................
Joinery and carpentry............................................................
Marble and monumental masonry................................ .......
Pottery and earthenware........................................................
Saw-mills ................................................................................
Stone*>crushing........................................................................
Stone dressing and polishing ................................................
Timber merchants and builders............................................
Wood turning and carving....................................................

Total ............ ...........................................

V. Metal works, machinery, &c.—
Agricultural implements, &c..................................................
Boiler-making ........................................................................
Brass works ...........................................................................
Copper-smithing ....................................................................
Engineering ............................................................................
Galvanized iron works............................................................
Iron works and foundries ...................................................
Dead works ............................................................................
Kailway springs ....................................................................
Smelting ................................................................................

Steam. Gas.

No. H.P. No. H.P.

52 ■ 825 i 8
93 2,656 26 78!
8 147 36 197

67 1,930^ 14 73
78 1,608 27 80!

6 815 2
12 127i 11 47
6 449 81 362

10 76 5 6
23 1,217
67 693| 28 83

422 10,544! 231 93S!

1 10
3 216
3 29
2

33 330 1 8
10 196

52 825 1 8

13 112 9 26
1 8
fi 89 5 23
9 337
1 8
8 319 1 2
5 50 2 11-
1
8 570 2 5
5 317
8 78 1 2
8 178
1 40
1 385

16 85 2 5
1 5 4 14
1 40

93 2,656 26 <
1 00

4 39 24 156£
1 35 9 38
1 8

1 1
2 H

2 65

8 147 36 197

1
15 959
ii 90! 6 311

3 20 1 8!
5 98

16 454
1 8
1 26
7 186 3 26
7 54 4 7

07 1,930! 14 73

2 24
2 22
4 14 3 4
3 14

35 666 10 25
1 10 1 1.1

21 337
3 386
1 10
2 20
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37

Horse-power of Machinery.

Class of Factory. Steam. Gas.

V. Metal works, machinery, &c.— (continued)—
Tinsmithing .................................................

.Wire-working .............................................
Zinc—ornamental .....................................
Blacksmitbing .............................................
Plumbers and gasfitters .............................
Gas and water meters................................. .
Kailway rolling-stock .................................
Ore-treating works ..................................... .

Total ....................

YI. Ship-building, repairing, &c.—
Docks and slips ................................
Sails, tarpaulins, tents, &c..................
Ship and boat building and repairing

Total ....................

Y1I. Furniture, bedding, &c.—
Bedding, flock, upholstery, &c........... .
Furniture ............................................
Picture frames ...........................
Window blinds, Venetians, &c.........
Wire mattrasses ................................
Iron bedsteads.....................................
Furniture—Chinese .........................
Hair-curling.........................................

Total .................

YIIX. Books, paper, printing, <fce.—
Rlectrotyping and stereotyping, &c.
Paper bags, boxes, &e.......................
Paper .............................................
Printing and bookbinding .............
Printing materials, &e......................

Total .................

IX. Vehicles, saddlery, harness, &c.—
' Coaches and waggons ......................

Saddlery, saddle-trees, whips, &e. ... 
Cycle building and repairing ....1,... 
Wheelwright’s materials ..............

Total ..................

X. Light, fuel, and heat—
Electric lighting ..............................
Has ..................................................
Wood and coal..................................

Total

XT. Miscellaneous—
Beehives ......................................................
Billiard tables ...................................... .......
Box and packing cases ...............................
Brooms and brushes ..................................
Challcutting, firewood, &e.............................
Chemicals, drugs, patent medicines, &c........
Cooperage........................................................
Cutlery ..........................................................
Dye works and cleaning ................................
Electroplating and silversmithing ............
Glass, including bottles ................................
Glass, ornamental ........................................
Hydraulic power ............................................
Incandescent mantle making........................
Jewellery ........................................................
Leather belting ...........................................
Perambulators ................................................
Photo, engraving and photo, materials, &c. .
Portmanteaus and Bags ................................
Kevolving shutters ........................................
Rope and fishing lines ................................
Sewing machines, pianos, &c..........................
Soap, soda, soap extract, candles, &c............
Surgical instruments, spectacles, lenses, &c.
Tobacco, cigars, and cigarettes ....................
Tobacco pipes ................................................
Varnish, paints, &c..........................................
Laundries ..................................................

No. H.P. No.

3
10

32
60

78 1,608

797

18

815

27

12

58
46|
2i

12
4
41

127i 11

12
323
114

449

47
7

22

73
1

81

10 76

8
4

11
691
448

78

23

11
5
7

1,217

33

73
49
90

1
1
1
3
1

1

1
2
1

10
4

2
12

4
10

2
14

6

6

12
89
25
68
81

42
89i

3 ,

1
1
2
1
1
1
1

1
1
1
2
1
1

1

Total 67 6931 28

H.P.

181

20
7
1
31

801

31

31

15
18
3
1
7

3

47

6
191

329

362

1
5

6

7 i
6“
5

io;

91

9

1121
7

i.
1
1
1

1
12
6

83



Table V.

Evidence of Outworkers.

iii Persons Working. Kind of Work.

(mother, 2 daugh
ters, and several 
hands). .

Making slop vests ..

X Finishing trousers..

■2 (motheranddaugh
ter).

Making slop trousers'

1 ........................ Makingsloptrousers
and knickers for 
boys (lined).

1 mother, and little 
■ girl of 12 who does 

a little finishing 
! whennotatschool.. 1 ...................

Making cols

Making slop trousers 
and knickers (lined 
through); bound 
bottoms,and raised 
seams.

Finishing trousers— 
moles and cols.

Finishing cols

2 Making slop vests ..

Making trousers ..

t ..........................  Making “order”
vests for factory ..

3 ........... ................ Making slop vests ..

Ordinary Prices. Amount Earned 
in a day.

Average 
Gross Earnings 

per week.
Cost of Sewing 

to be deducted from 
Gross Earnings.

6d.,7d.,8d.,and lid. 
each; boys’ vests, 
4£d. and 5d.

2s. and 3s. 6d. per 
dozen.

Could do 1 in £hour, 
in less time if 
several are being 
made together; 
button-holes made 
in factory.
1 pair in about 
hour.

£410s.; average 180 
vests per week, 
mostly at 6d. -and 
7d. ; occasionally 
some at lid.

50 pairs, 10s. to 12s.

2s. per dozeu for 
cotton, and silk a 
little more.

Find cotton

4s. 6d. per dozen ..

Serge and tweed 
from 4s. per dozen ; 
cols., 5s.; knickers, 
4s. ; moles, 4s. 6d. 
per dozen.

4s. 6d. per dozen, 
and 5s. if with 
raised seams.

8 pairs a day, 3s. ..

6 pairs; once had 
a pair of slop 
“orders,” 8d., 2 
hours’ work.

3 dozen pairs, some
times a little more; 
12s. Od. to 13s.

2 dozen and 4; aver
age, 10s. 6d.

2 dozen and 1; 10s. 
to 12s.

Cotton, Is. per 
dozen ; button
hole thread, 6d. 
per reel; sewing 
threaded, per reel; 
button thread, l£d. 
per reel; average, 
Is. 3d. per week.

Cotton, 3d. per reel; 
thread. 9d. per 
reel; button-hole 
thread, 8d. per 
reel ; bought at 
factory, better and 
cheaper.

do do ..

Cost of Sewin' 
Machine. Hours per day.

3 machines, £1110s. 
each; paid fort
nightly ; nearly 
paid for.

Paid hands, 48 hours 
per week ; family 
(3), about 50 hours.

1 machine bought, 
second-hand, from 
a friend.

All day from break
fast, but must get 
lunch for self and 
2 small children, 
and cook dinner 
for husband by G 
o’clock.

S.30to a little after 
5; time lost in 
going to and from 
the factory.

Widow with 2 daughters, usually works with 1 learner (unpaid), and employs several in> 
busy time ; average £2 per week working 3 only ; was busy before Christmas, and 
the price was raised Id, but has since falleh to its usual price ; will get little or no 
work for a couple of months in the winter; comfortable home, good workroom, well' 
kept.

Young married woman with 2 children ; husband labourer ; wished to add to his weekly 
earnings; had worked in factory before marriage, and made good wages as a finisher G 
years ago; got 7d. each for finishing trousers then (now paid 2d. to 5jd. per pair in 
factory); doos not think it worth while to go on at the pay, as she has to go backwards 
and forwards for the work.

Married woman with 7 children ; 1 boy, 16, in a jam factory at 9s.; husband earns a little, 
but not much ; dependent on the work and boy’s wages ; has worked regularly at this 
work for 18 months; work generally slack at stock-taking time and at Christmas; 
mother and daughter work only.

One at £12 10s. : 
paid £1 dowm and 
2s. 6d. per week.

All day Married woman with 5 children; husband a “beamsman,” out of wrork some time in 
consequence of introduction of machinery; goes in for work and often has to come 
back without any, or with a couple of pairs; not worth while unless she gets a good 
bundle, as tram costs 2d. each way.

£11 11s.; took 4 6 a.m.to o.andoften 
years to pay off. till 10 p.m.

Married woman with 4 children ; husband a bricklayer, wrho has had a very bad year; no ' 
constant work. This factory pays no half-pence.

Cols, 5d.—knickers, 
4d.

8 or 9 pairs ; moles, 
5 pairs.

28 to 36 pairs; 10s. 
to 14s.

do do £1010s.; nearly paid 8 a.m. to &30 and 
off in 2 years. 11 or 12 p.m., 3 or

4 times a week.
Single woman, living with sister.

Cols, Is. Gd. per 
dozen; moles, Is. 
6d. and 2s. per 
dozen.

Is. 6d. per dozen ..

Cotton stitched, 6s. 
6d.; silk stitched,

Cols, 4d. ; 2nd class, 
5d.; 3rd class^ 7d.

Is. 3d. each ; 2s. 6d. 
to 2s. 9d. if with 
button-holes and 
extras.

5s. 6d. per dozen ; 
occasional “order,” 
Is. or Is. 6d.

7 or 8 pairs...........

1 pair an hour __

8 per day ; about 2 
of an hour each.

12 pairs..................

3 or 4 per day........

10 to 12 per day ....

5s. 6d.; has never 
made more than 8s. 
6d., when she had 

' a woman to help. 
5s. to 8s..................

About 5 dozen ; 30s. 
to 35s.

About 3£ or 4 dozen; 
15s. to 22s.

11s. 6d. to £1 16s. 5 
average, about 25s.

Find thread ; 2 reels, 
50 yards, l|d.

do do ..

Cotton, 3d. per reel; 
silk, 2d. per reel; 
thread, 8d. per 
reel; Is. 6d. to 2s. 
weekly.

Thread, lOd.; but
ton-hole thread, 
6d. ; cotton, l£d. 
and 2d.

Cotton, lOJd. per 
dozen; silk, Is. 4Ad. 
per dozen; thread, 
Od.tolOd. per reel.

Cotton and thread; 
average, 3s. per 
week.

None

do

1 machine; usual 
terms.

Early in morning 
till late at night, 
and on Sunday as 
well.

Irregular hours; 
sick child; work 
all day and after 
tea.

9 to 5 daily...........

Widow with 1 child at home ; blind mother with small means living with her; 10 years 
ago could make £2 10s. easily working as a coat hand finisher in factory ; is no longer 
working at finishing; not a machinist, so cannot take trousers to make throughout.

Husband law-writer ; very irregular work since type-writing came in ; good pay wiien in 
work; woman only took this work in to make something to pay for operation on child. 
Has 0 children ; l*boy in florist’s shop at 8s.

Vest hand who had learnt trade in factory ; living in parent’s home; sister, dressmaker ; 
father cams a little ; not constant; wrorks with 1 young sister as apprentice ; work 
constant except during June and July.

£710s., second-hand; 
2s. 6d. per week; 
about 10s. owing.

£12 ; usual terms ; 
£1 down and 2s. 
6d. weekly.

8-30 to 7-30; off 
Wednesday after
noon and all Satur
day ; takes the 
work in on these 
days.

Generally get cols at 5d. with raised seam and bound bottoms ; this factory gives constant 
worl^ but the worst pay; mother and daughter work together and sometimes a young 
sister helps a little ; not dependent on the work ; father a fireman and brother in work.

Constant work.

3 at £1210s.; all fully 
paid up.

;*30 to 5 and some- 2 sisters, and a little help from mother ; living in mother’s house ; the factory pays no 
times at night, but half-pence ; comfortable home, largely supported by brothers, 
seldom wTork Mon
day or Saturday. •

COQD

Note.—It would probably be a fairly just statement to say that it takes one and a half hours to make a pair of ordinary Colonial troufers, and three-quarters to one hour to make a slop vest.
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Table VI.

List of Prosecutions during the Tear 1897.

39 .

Name, Address, and Occupation. Offence. Penalty. Remarks.

H. S. Jeanneret, Troy Laundry, 
Harris-street, Ultimo.

Working females for more than 
48 hours in one week.

10/-, with 1/11/6 costs, in each of two 
cases ; and in two other cases 2/6 each, 
with costs of Court.

In the two latter cases the 
defendant pleaded guilty.

Dyason Bros, and Johnson, 
jam manufacturers, Harris- 
street, Pyrmont.

John James, baker, 656, Par- 
ling-street, Balmain.

Working lads for more than 
48 hours in one week.

Insanitary condition of prem
ises.

5/-, with costs of Court, in the cases of 
three lads.

10/-. with costs of Court, in one case, and 
2/6, with costs of Court, in another.

Defendant pleaded guilty.

Defendant has since left these 
premises.

Joseph Condie, laundry occu
pier, 48, Glebe-road.

Working females for more 
than 48 hours in a week.

5/- in each case (3), with costs of Court. Defendant pleaded guilty.

Frederick Butcher, jam manu
facturer, 33, Campbell-street, 
Glebe.

Insanitary condition of fac
tory.

40/-, with costs of Court.

Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—1898.
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1898.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES AND TRADE UNIONS.
(REPORT OP REGISTRAR OP, POR YEAR 1896.)

■jPrmntel) Io ftaliaiiutti, pursuant to ^.rts SZ-lir. Jlo. 4, sec. 2,5; ant) 45 lie. Jto. 12, see. 26.

Printed under No. 1 Report from the Printing Committee, 30 June, 1898.

The Registrar of Friendly Societies and Trade Unions to The Principal
Under Secretary.

Sir, Sydney, 9 December, 1897.
I have the honor to submit herewith my report on the Friendly Societies and Trade Unions 

for the year 1896, to which are appended abstracts of the tables compiled from the returns of the 
Friendly Societies and of such of the Trade Unions as have forwarded them to this office.

- I have, &c.,
, A. DAVIS,

-------- Registrar.

The tabulation of the returns of Friendly Societies has now been brought up to date, those for the year 
1896 having been examined simultaneously with those for the year 1895.

The result of this procedure has been the detection of many inaccuracies in the balance-sheets, 
which have in every case been carefully investigated, and each secretary, whether of lodge, court, or 
division, should now have in his possession a duplicate copy of what can be officially recognised as the 
starting point for the returns of the year 1897.

In my last year’s report I had a paragraph as follows :—“ The chief causes of this unsatisfactory 
condition of affairs have been the unfitness of secretaries, due to their ignorance, and the utter neglect of 
the auditors, to observe the faithful fulfilment of their duties.” This has been remarked upon as being a 
somewhat strong expression of opinion; but, after the careful investigation which has been carried on by 
the officers who have dealt with the returns, I think it may be acknowledged that the words used rather 
understated the case.

In view of what had been previously discovered, the following circular was distributed as widely as 
possible, but does not appear to have received due attention :—

Instructions for filling in the Annual Returns to the Registrar.
1. The amount of funds at the beginning of the year must agree with the amount at the end of the

year in the previous year’s return. .
2. The difference between the receipts and expenditure added to or substracted from (as the case

may be) the funds at the beginning of the year will give the amount of funds at the end of the
year.

3. The cash in the Post Office Savings Bank, the Savings Bank of New South Wales, and at call or
current account in Banks of issue and in Building Societies (the names of which should be
stated), must agree with the bank pass-books. •

4. The cash in the hands of officers should be counted and certified to by the auditors as being
correct.

5. The total value of the hall and other freehold property must be given, and not the amount of
funds of the society invested in the same.

6. Banner, furniture, goods, &c., must not be included in the “ Disposal of funds.”
7. From tbe total of the “ Disposal of funds” the following must be deducted :—

{a) The amount of mortgage on hall and other freehold property.
(6) The amount of bank overdraft as per bank pass-book.
(c) Unpresented cheques. '
(d) Accounts charged to expenditure, and not paid at date of balancing.

86—A 8.
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8. The net balance of the “Disposal of funds” must then agree with the amount of funds at the end
of the year.

9. Investments repaid and cash withdrawn from the bank must not be included in the receipts.
10. Investments made and cash paid into the bank must not be included in the expenditure.
11. Under the heading “District or Grand Lodge dues” the name of the funds must be stated on

account of which the payments have been made.
12. Funeral, superannuation, and widow and orphan’s benefits received must agree with the amounts

paid.
_ . In reference to the above circular, I may mention that the latest Eeport of the Eegistrar of Great 

Britain contained the following statement with regard to the general practice of appointing auditors who 
are members of the society or branch, and not professional accountants. Mr. Brabrook says :—“There 
can be no doubt that the auditors so appointed are sometimes inefficient, and that defective audit gives 
opportunities for malversation, and even operates as a temptation to dishonesty.”

_ I will state that in this Colony it has so operated, and that a very large proportion of the funds of 
Friendly Societies have been lost through inefficiency. Two English Societies (the M.U.I.O.O.F. and 
the A.O.F.) have for some years rjquired auditors to give replies, accompanied by a declaration, to a 
series of questions which would appear to require more industry than is usually expected of auditors ; 
and these forms of auditing accounts might well be adopted by others than the purely Friendly Societies.

The Oddfellows Magazine of October, 1897, a copy of which has been handed to me, and in which 
the leading article deals with “Auditors and Auditing,” says:—“The first step necessary to counteract 
the evil when it exists is to invite and encourage the co-operation of those members whose capacity for the 
task is well known. The work involves the expenditure of time that is not compensated for by the fees 
which lodges pay, nor, in fact, are any of tbe services rendered under the voluntary system. The ruling 
principle of having books audited only by efficient auditors is, however, one which every lodge should act 
up to.” I may observe in connection with this question of efficient officers that amongst some old docu
ments was discovered a balance-sheet showing that an auditor was a marksman, vet presumed able to 
read and examine every document of the lodge ; that in other cases no interest had"been taken into con
sideration, although the bank, in its books, credited the society to a considerable amount; that in one 
society at the present time (the contributions to the Funeral Fund having been calculated on the belief 
that money would be invested at at least 4 per cent, interest) the whole of the Funeral Fund is banked as 
a current account, not bearing interest.

Several trustees have been appointed who are marksmen, and in at least one case, although the 
bank will not acknowledge those who cannot sign their names, an order for payment of money has been 
signed with a “cross” and a name alongside.

t , -^s a carefully-prepared Bill, framed so far as possible on the lines of the recent Act passed in the
United Kingdom, has been introduced in the Legislative Assembly of this Colony, and will undoubtedly 
create much careful discussion amongst the more than 70,000 members of Friendly Societies and their 
families; and as it would perhaps be as well for the latest information to be placed before those interested, 
I would ask that the abstract tables contained in Appendices A and B may be distributed amongst the 
persons interested at the earliest possible date.

Trade Unions.
_ Although many more Unions have sent in returns for the year 1896, of which an abstract is given 
in Appendix C to this Eeport, it is to be regretted that their position generally is so unsatisfactory that 
they are unwilling to supply the desired information as to their membership and funds.

The following have been the principal operations under the Trade Unions Act during the year 
1896. Amendments of existing rules were submitted for registration by:—

Ulawarra District Council of the Australasian Labour Federation.
Newcastle and Hunter Eiver Shipwrights’ Provident Union (since closed).
Balmain Associated Labourers’ Union,
Masters and Engineers of Harbour and Eiver Steamers Association and Consolidated Accident Fund.
Brewery Employees’ Association.
Amalgamated Hotel and Caterers Employees’ Mutual Benefit Association of New South "Wales.
New South Wales Locomotive Eugine-drivers, Firemen, and Cleaners’ Association.
United Society of Boilermakers and Iron Ship Builders of New South Wales.
Barrier Eanges Engine-drivers and Firemen’s Association of New South Wales.
Gas Stokers’ Protective Association of New South Wales.

Notices of the appointment of Trustees were sent in by :—
Gas Stokers’ Protective Association of New South Wales.
Barrier Eanges Engine-drivers’ Association of New South Wales. ,
Barrier Branch of the Amalgamated Miners’ Association. '
Sydney Wharf-labourers’ Union.
Brewery Employees’ Association.

The dissolution has been registered of:—
The Sydney and Suburban Labourers’ Protective Union (22nd December, 1896).
Balranald Carriers’ Union (23rd July, 1896).
Newcastle Crane Employees’ Association (31st December, 1886).

The following new unions have been established:—
Barrier District Council of the Australasian Labour Federation (2nd June, 1896).
Cobar Miners and Workers’ Association (6th July, 1896). ’
Eight Hours Demonstration Committee (llth Juiv, 1896).

APPENDIX A.



APPENDIX A.
Priexdly Societies Tabulations for tbe Tear 1893.

Name of Order. Contributions. Other
Receipts. Total. Sick Pa}7.

Medical
Attendance

and
Medicine.

Other
Expenditure. Tota.

Funds at 
the beginning 

of Year.
Funds

at the end of 
Year.
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£ s. d. £ s. d. £ S. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ S. d. £ S. d. £ s. d. £ S. d.
Australasian Holy Catholic Guild............................. 5,550 3 8 1,471 18 9 7,022 2 5 1,326 14 5 2,106 11 11 2,958 6 3 6,391 12 7 15,576 16 1 16,207 5 11 1,564 1,575 295

Ancient Order of Foresters, Sydney District.......... 10,520 6 0 2,181 19 10 12,702 5 10 3,175 6 2 3,584 16 6 ' 4,729 17 11 11,490 0 7 20,997 19 11 22,210 5 2 3,187 3,202 575

Ancient Order of Foresters, New England District 779 11 7 40 12 9 820 4 4 104 7 3 164 14 6 399 9 7 668 11 4 244 18 4 396 11 4 168 153 33

Ancient Order of Foresters, Neutral Courts .......... 2,705 6 11 452 14 2 3,158 1 1 1,262 11 1 1,108 0 6 814 17 7 3,185 9 2 9,191 17 8 9,164 9 7 903 ' 903 187

Grand United Order of Oddfellows.......................... 28,158 8 7 4,976 14 3 33,135 2 10 8,475 15 2 8,234 9 11 14,109 4 10 30,819 9 11 70,092 o 1 72,407 15 0 8,340 8,210 1,600

Grand United Order of Free Gardeners .................. 4,478 6 7 328 3 7 4,806 10 2 1,524 16 4 883 16 9 2,145 6 2 4,553 19 3 2,865 14 5 3,118 5 4 1,512 1,490 353

Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society... 5,423 10 ii 1,148 3 10 6,571 14 9 1,464 16 6 1,872 14 10 2,150 10 2 5,488 1 6 7,534 5 2 8,617 IS 5 1,472 1,504 304

Irish National Foresters............................................ 699 17 5 66 13 2 766 10 7 101 1 0 235 15 0 286 15 10 623 11 10 711 2 9 854 1 6 183 184 32

Independent Order of Oddfellows............................. 16,542 14 1 2,790 9 8 19,333 3 9 4,006 0 11 5,157 16 8 7,629 IS 6 16,793 16 1 34,267 8 5 36,806 16 1 4,306 4,410 838

Independent Order of Rechabites........................ . 4,854 16 4 2,007 12 0 6,862 8 4 1,112 19 0 1,269 3 11 3,395 10 11 5,777 13 10 7,677 3 5 8,761 17 11 1,269 1,364 237

Loyal Protestant Benefit Society............................. 2,112 3 7 212 19 11 2,325 3 6 382 8 6 758 3 2 1,044 6 4 2,184 18 0 2,760 3 4 2,900 8 10 743 713 128

M anchesterUnity, IndependentOrder of Oddfellows 65,141 6 5 14,741 4 6 79,882 10 11 18,212 18 7 18,944 12 6 33,208 15 4 70,366 6 5 210,833 1 2 220,349 5 8 17,197 17,286 3,306

National Independent Order of Oddfellows .......... 1,506 0 0 213 0 0 1,719 0 0 146 0 0 486 0 0 560 0 0 1,192 0 0 588 0 0 1,115 0 0 381 456 61

Ord er of Royal Foresters ......................................... 5,687 17 11 1,220 7 6 6,908 5 5 1,483 15 7 2,014 17 1 3,000 0 3 6,498 12 11 27,165 11 8 27,575 4 2 1,735 1,728 257

Protestant Alliance Friendly Society of Australasia 19,462 9 8 2,019 14 6 22,082 4 2 4,890 18 3 6,378 16 8 7,625 9 8 18,895 4 7 43,799 19 8 46,986 19 3 5,519 5,489 924

Sons and Daughters of Temperance.......................... 9,942 18 9 1,708 2 2 11,651 0 11 3,084 19 10 3,424 1 7 5,194 16 2 11,703 17 7 24,413 3 10 24,360 7 2 3,752 3,656 525

United Ancient Order of Druids, Sydney District.. 12,637 7 8 2,272 19 5 14,910 7 1 2,960 14 8 4,977 15 0 5,060 12 8 12,999 2 4 14,813 12 1 16,724 16 10 3,958 4,110 552

United Ancient Order of Druids, Newcastle District 2,439 3 6 325 3 7 2,764 7 1 1,416 11 4 316 3 7 1,283 13 10 3,016 8 9 8,482 15 2 8,230 13 6 1,027 973 298

Miscellaneous Societies ............................................. 5,951 0 0 1,653 0 0 7,604 0 0 2,525 0 0 1,685 0 0 2,548 0 0 6,758 0 0 14,730 0 0 15,576 0 0 3,486 3,951 511

Total ......................................... 204,593 9 7 40,431 13 7 245,025 3 2 57,657 14 7 63,603 10 1 98,145 12 0 219,406 16 8 516,745 15 2 542,364 1 8 60,702 61,357 11,016

CO
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APPENDIX B.
Peiendly Societies Tabulations for the Tear 1896.

a

Name of Order. Contributions. Other
Receipts. Total. Sick Pay.

Medical
Attendance

and
Medicine.

Other
Expenditure. Total.

Funds at 
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of Year.
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Y ear. .

N
um

be
r o

f
Fi

na
nc

ia
l M

em
be

rs
at

 th
e

be
gi

nn
in

g 
of

 Y
ea

r.
N

um
be

r o
f

Fi
na

nc
ia

l M
em

be
rs

1 
at

 th
e

en
d o

f Y
ea

r.
N

um
be

r o
f

M
em

be
rs

 S
ic

k
du

rin
g 

th
e 

Y
ea

r.

£ S. d. £ s. d. £ S. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ S. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
Australasian Holy Catholic Guild ............................. 5,391 16 6 944 4 6 6,336 1 0 1,412 9 7 2,078 0 9 2,253 9 8 5,744 0 0 16,791 16 0 17,383 17 0 1,604 1,550 261

Ancient Order of Foresters, Sydney District............ 11,597 2 7 2,024 15 5 13,621 18 0 3,136 12 5 3,983 14 8 5,482 2 3 12,602 9 4 22,243 9 9 23,262 18 5 3,381 3,523 560

Ancient Order of Foresters, New England District 565 16 9 63 19 8 629 16 5 123 16 3 142 8 4 269 17 0 536 1 7 431 4 8 524 19 6 166 168 26

Ancient Order of Foresters, Neutral Courts.......... 2,768 17 10 440 3 8 3,209 1 6 1,291 2 2 1,158 15 5 902 13 3 3,352 10 10 9,164 9 7 9,021 0 3 928 938 172

Grand United Order of Oddfellows.......................... 28,377 15 8 5,196 5 3 33,574 0 11 7,021 8 5 8,438 3 8 13,797 3 5 29,256 15 6 73,813 8 7 78,130 14 0 8,667 8,517 1,606

Grand United Order of Free Gardeners.................. 4,761 0 6 316 5 11 5,077 6 5 1,425 15 10 833 18 7 2,058 2 0 4,317 16 5 3,392 16 'l 4,152 6 1 1,574 1,631 423

Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society ... 5,743 0 11 1,055 7 11 6,798 8 10 1,570 3 8 1,980 5 0 2,317 6 2 5,867 15 3 8,696 15 9 9,627 9 4 1,597 1,620 309

Irish National Foresters................................................... 767 1 3 139 19 7 907 0 10 174 8 3 248 8 8 343 1 2 765 18 1 854 1 6 995 4 3 184 222 40

Independent Order of Oddfellows.................................. 16,637 11 9 3,002 15 10 19,640 7 7 3,958 13 0 5,118 5 10 8,305 19 7 17,382 18 5 36,963 10 4 39,220 19 6 4,443 4,460 849

Independent Order of Rechabites............................. 5,452 9 0 1,792 3 10 7,244 12 10 1,233 18 10 1,324 7 5 3,542 9 9 6,100 16 0 8,729 15 4 9,873 12 2 1,577 1,734 292

Loyal Protestant Benefit Society.............................. 2,296 13 3 213 12 0 2,510 5 3 494 11 0 836 2 9 941 13 3 2,272 7 0 2,986 10 6 3,224 8 9 796 772 137

Manchester Unity, IndependentOrder of Oddfellows 64,928 16 0 13,614 4 0 78,543 0 0 17,200 13 8 17,775 1 3 34,601 6 8 69,577 1 7 215,645 13 4 224,611 11 9 17,380 17,379 3,080

National Independent Order of Oddfellows .......... 1,827 19 5 262 4 2 2,090 3 7 269 11 8 625 8 9 . 690 8 7 1,585 9 0 1,141 16 11 1,646 11 6 437 512 72

Order of Royal Foresters ......................................... 6,494 8 1 1,219 7 11 7,713 16 0 1,550 2 5 2,143 16 5 7,235 7 3 10,929 6 1 28,598 14 6 25,383 4 5 1,698 1,751 309

Protestant Alliance Friendly Society of Australasia 19,076 9 0 3,279 4 8 22,355 13 8 5,126 13 5 6,625 15 10 9,050 18 2 20,803 7 5 47,371 10 10 48,923 17 1 5,510 5,372 928

Sons and Daughters of Temperance.......................... 9,090 0 2 1,496 10 3 10,586 10 5 2,783 12 4 3,377 7 6 5,195 19 6 11,356 19 4 24,656 13 6 23,886 4 7 2,477 2,376 415

United Ancient Order of Druids, Sydney District.. 12,817 12 6 2,419 8 4 15,237 0 10 3,122 8 2 5,755 11 8 5,187 3 1 14,065 2 11 16,537 6 10 17,709 4 9 5,096 5,089 739

United Ancient Order of Druids, Newcastle District 2,367 1 7 272 10 10 2,639 12 5 1,133 18 1 279 3 10 1,342 3 7 2,755 5 6 8,230 13 6 8,115 0 5 973 946 257

Miscellaneous Societies ................................................... 6,457 16 5 1,623 16 5 8,081 12 10 2,82 1,871 10 9 2,844 5 5 7,538 3 9 15,576 7 1 16,119 16 2 3,951 4,513 344

Total ......................................... 207,419 9 2 39,377 0 2 246,796 9 4 55,852 6 9 64,596 7 6 106,361 9 9 226,810 4 0 541,826 14 7 561,812 19 11 62,439 63,073 10,819
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APPENDIX C.

Name of Trade Union.
Amoiuil 

of Funds 
beginnin 
of year.

at Receipts for 
the year 1896.'

Expenditure
for

the year 1890.
Amount of 

Funds at the 
end of year.

£ s. d. £ S. d. £ s. d. s. d.
1 Colliery Employees’ Eederation of the Northern District, New

South Wales ................................................................................ 817 12 3 6,236 12 10 6,297 6 9 756 18 4
2 New South Wales Typographical Association.............................. 226 2 4 1,037 2 5 983 11 7 279 13 2
5 Masters and Engineers of Harbour and River Steamers Associa-

tion of New South Wales ......................................................... 898 8 5 308 0 4 232 14 9 973 14 0
6 New South Wales Operative Bakers’ Association ...................... 159 3 6 218 10 8 194 13 4 183 0 10
9 Sydney Coal Lumpers’ Union ......................................................... 251 16 5 315 18 9 244 19 4 322 15 10

12 Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners ......................... 274 5 4 858 18 7 932 18 4 200 o 7
14 Friendly Trade Society of Ironmoulders of Mew South Wales... 80 13 10 241 19 3 115 10 9 207 2 4
17 Operative Bricklayers’ Trade Society of New South Wales...... 768 3 4 115 19 6 77 18 5 806 4 5
25 New South Wales Locomotive Engine Drivers, Firemen, and

Cleaners’ Association ................................................................. 1,566 17 , 5 537 19 6 523 4 0 1,581 12 11
26 Federated Seamen’s Union of Australasia..................................... 257 19 2 1,003 6 8 571 2 4 690 3 5
29 Sydney Progressive Society of Carpenters and Joiners .............. 284 2 3 87 18 0 46 11 9 325 8 6

8 11 1 7 7 6
38 Ulawarra District Council of the Australasian Labour Federation 303 12 2 988 5 6 847 8 3 444 9 5
40 Operative Sailmakers’ Society of Sydney..................................... 166 .2 2 22 i 1 6 14 0 181 9 3
42 Coal Miners’ Mutual Protective Association of the Western

District ........................................................................................ 42 16 7 29 ii 0 15 7 3 56 10 4
3,405 15 1 2,835 8 3 570 6 10

47 New South Wales Amalgamated Railway and Tramway Service
Association........................................................................................... 570 1 6 325 13 1 299 17 6 595 17 1

51 Australasian Association of Operative Plasterers, New South
Wales.................................................. '................................................ 32 10 9 12 17 5 10 17 9 34 10 o

56 Sydney Lithographic Society .............................................................. 16 13 6 49 12 9 44 7 6 21 18 9
65 Protection of Trade Marks, and Exchange Association (Ltd.) ... 24 3 0 18 6 0 5 17 0
68 Newcastle Typographical Association ............................................. 104 18 6 66 8 7 58 9 0 112 18 1
72 United Society of Boiler-makers, and Iron Ship-builders of New

South Wales, Sydney District ..................................................... 2,456 0 1 470 16 10 218 8 6 2,708 8 5
73 United Licensed Victuallers’Association of New South Wales... 128 6 11 804 8 7 863 8 2 68 17 4
85 New South Wales Protective Association of Colliery Engine

Drivers ........................................................................................ 23 1 5 31 8 i 44 0 7 10 8 n
106 Barrier Ranges Engine Drivers and Firemen’s Association ...... 13 10 1 104 12 6 44 10 5 73 12 2
124 Journeymen Coopers’ Society of New South Wales .................. 300 3 1 54 3 4 143 7 4 210 19 1
143 Builders and Contractors’ Association of New South Wales..... 573 7 10 286 2 10 343 18- 8 515 12 0
154 Barrier Branch of the Amalgamated Miners’ Association of

Broken Hill ................................................................................ 235 13 4 2,403 16 8 1,588 0 8 1,051 9

[<w.]
Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer. 1S98
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1698.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOU TII WALES.

LIRE BRIGADES BOARD, SYDNEY.
(REPORT FOR 1897, BEING THE FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT.)

|3res£ntcb to ^arliamont, pursuant to JUi 47 Die. A0- see. 7.

Printed under No. 1 Beport from Printing Committee, 30 June, 1898.

The Chairman to The Chief Secretary.
Sir

In conformity with the direction of the 7th section of the “Eire Brigades Act, 1884, I have 
the honor to present herewith the Report of the Eire Brigades Board, with regard to the administration 
of the department under its control, during the year 1897, in order that the Minister may lay the Report 
before Parliament, in compliance with the Act.

1 have, &c.,
. CHARLES BOWN,

The Principal Under Secretary. Chairman, Eire Brigades Board.

Repoet oe the Eiee Beigades Boaed foe the Yeae 1897. .
The year 1897 has been characterised by a considerable increase in the number of outbreaks of 

fire, hut happily few attained great magnitude, and the destruction was comparatively small.
No changes occurred in the constitution of the Board, the biennial term of office not having Board, 

expired. Twenty-seven meetings were held during the year, besides numerous Committee meetings.
Visits were paid to various districts in order that the members of the Board might by personal knowledge 
be enabled to judge as to their requirements with regard to protection from fire,'and to decide upon the 
best positions for telephone fire-alarms.

The sum held at risk by the contributory Insurance Offices which were unchanged in number, Insurance 
showed an increase of £187,671, the contribution to the Board being equivalent to 2'68 pence per £100 companies, 

on the total £59,907,953. The companies having their head offices in the Colony, having by amalgamation 
and absorption been reduced to five, and there being a possibility of further reduction of their number, 
an amendment of the regulations governing the election of their representative would be advisable, m ■ -
order to meet the altered conditions, and prevent the occurrence of a possible deadlock.

The return of the assessed value of ratable property in the contributing municipalities amounted Municipalities, 
to £4,719,961. Allowing £18,734 for the assessment of Liverpool, which only became contributory at 
the beginning of the year, there is shown a decrease of £255,6/8 in values. The downward tendency 
of the ratable property in the municipalities has persistently continued for several years, and corres
pondingly the ratio which the contribution towards the maintenance of the Eire Brigade Department 
bears to the assessment valuation has slightly increased. This increase, _ upon a falling assessment, is 
unfortunate but unavoidable. In the year 1896 the figures were 2s. 6d. in every hundred pounds; last 
year the proportion rose to 2s. lOd. The city of Sydney returned a further decrease of £145,505, and 
reductions were very general throughout the municipalities,—in some cases being remarkably large. Only , 
seven boroughs showed any advance, these being—Annandale, £1,228; Botany, £87; Manly, £309;
Mosm n, £2,978; North Botany, £383; Penrith, £157 ; and Willoughby, £3,596.

The calls to fires were 611, being 160 more than in 1896. Of these, 86 were false alarms, while Fires, 
chimneys on fire were responsible for 76. Other than those there were 449 fires, of which 27 were rubbish 
or bush-fins.. It.is satisfactory to have again to report that, notwithstanding the increase of 158 actual 
fires, the firemen-were able to hold them in check, and the destruction of property was relatively small— 
showing a repetition of the effective service of the previous year.
- * 39—A -

Eour



1420

\ 2

Pour fires occurred upon vessels in Port Jackson, and creditable “saves” were effected. Fires of 
this class are very trying to those endeavouring to extinguish them, and frequently are attended by con
siderable risk. Usually the holds are filled with goods, whose nature, whether inflammable, explosive, or 
otherwise, is unknown at the moment, and the confined heat and smoke often become overpowering. 
Recently a Vajen Bader Patent Smoke Protector has been ordered from the manufacturers in Indiana, 
United States of America, and it is hoped that this will enable a fireman to endure very dense smoke for 
a time. If the protector prove the success which reports of its trials would indicate, others will be 
obtained. By its means a man is enabled to carry a supply of compressed air for breathing in smoke or 
dangerous gas.

tegisiaKo/for Attention is again drawn to the necessity for legislative action to provide proper protection for the
protection of the port, and to place the Board in a position to deal effectively with fires on shipping. In the meantime, 
port‘ acting upon advice obtained from counsel, it is proposed to make a salvage claim upon all vessels saved by

the exertions of the Fire Brigade. In the last two Annual Reports particulars are given of certain of 
the requirements and difficulties with regard to the subject, and these are again earnestly submitted to the 
notice of the Minister.

AcThn^63 In other respects the Fire Brigades Act, 1884, remains in its original imperfect condition, and calls
fection of. for recasting, in order that the intention may be more effectually carried out, and the scope of its useful

ness extended in directions previously indicated. •
To give an illustration of one of the shortcomings requiring rectification, it may be mentioned that 

applications are from time to time made by house owners or occupants for action to restrain neighbours 
from lighting fires in dangerous proximity to inflammable wooden portions of applicants’ residences, or 
for protection from sparks poured out from some improperly built or situated chimney. To all such 
appeals there can be no satisfactory response by this Department, for the Act only provides for extinction 
of fire, and, unfortunately, omits to give power for its prevention.

Regulation of 
buildings, and of 
traffic in inflam
mable liquids 
and explosives.

Legislation for the regulation of the height and construction of buildings, especially in the city, 
and with regard to the traffic in explosives and inflammable liquids, still remains in abeyance, although 
the necessity for reform in these matters becomes every year more patent. The recent conflagration 
in Melbourne, which resulted in the destruction of more than half of one of the finest blocks in that 
city, representing with the contents a value of over £1,000,000, is an object lesson which should not be 
lightly disregarded.

stations. qijjg alteration of the old court-house and police station in Redfern into a fire station was
unexpectedly delayed ; but the new building being now completed, it is probable that the transition will 
soon be accomplished.

Paddington. por a gtation at Paddington, which also will be occupied by the Metropolitan Fire Brigade, a fifty
years’ lease of a portion of the Paddington reservoir reserve has been obtained from the Board of "Water 
Supply and Sewerage, and it is proposed to proceed to build there as soon as possible. The establishment 
of this station will not alone be the means of providing better protection for the large and thickly- 
populated eastern suburbs, and of rendering additional assistance to the city, but also will enable some 

Headquarters, measure of relief to be afforded to headquarters fire station, where the limited space at disposal is 
inereXed space. seriously overcrowded with necessary fire-extinguishing appliances. With the spread of the Metropolitan 

population, and the increase of the city buildings in height, larger and more powerful appliances for 
dealing with fire have become requisite, and the space originally provided by the Government has become 
■quite inadequate for their storage and for the proper drilling of the firemen in their manipulation. 
Valuable as the large modern appliances are, they have unfortunately to be left exposed to the weather in 
•consequence of the want of room complained of. In taking them’ hurriedly to a fire considerable risk is 
incurred of breakdown in getting them out of the narrow yard in which they have to be kept ready for 
immediate action. The loss of life which might be consequent upon such an accident to the long escape 
ladders is most serious to contemplate. Moved by considerations such as these, the Board has repeatedly 
applied to the Government to seize opportunities afforded for extension of the area of ground at head
quarters, but the applications have not been entertained. The need for such extension is still very urgent, 
and must become more so from year to year, while the opportunity for providing it, except at enormously 
increased cost, is being allowed to pass away. •

In Rockdale, as mentioned in the last report, a new fire station was completed early in the year, 
and the Rockdale Volunteer Fire Company were placed in possession. At Manly a station has just been 
built, which the Manly Volunteer Fire Brigade will occupy. The proposed erection of a fire station in 
Parramatta was postponed, but will now be immediately undertaken. Hurstville, with the assistance of a 
Government grant and of £100 from the Board, has built a station on ground provided by the Council. 
The Board holds a twenty-one years’ lease of the premises at a nominal rental, and it supplied the 
necessary fire-extinguishing plant. The newly-formed Liverpool Volunteer Fire Company has just 
completed a small station, built on a site and out of moneys granted by the Government, the Board 
providing a hose-reel and gear. Advantageous sites for fire stations have been purchased in Ashfield, 
and at Chatswood in Willoughby, upon which it is proposed eventually to build.

The extension of the telephone fire-alarm system during the year has been limited by the need for 
alarms0*?’fire greatest possible economy in expenditure of the funds at disposal. The number of street telephone 

’ fire-alarms has, however, been increased by 2 in Alexandria, a similar number in Waterloo, 1 in Annandale,
and another in Randwick; these 6 bringing the total number to 168; 23 having been installed in 
the previous year. The mileage of wires was extended from 135 to 146 miles, an addition of 11, of 
which the connection of the Metropolitan Fire Brigade Station in Newtown to Rockdale and Kogarah 
Volunteer Fire Stations was responsible for some 7 miles. The distance per telephone will no doubt 
become greater as the alarm system spreads through the outlying suburbs with more scattered populations. 
A number of positions have been selected in various districts, at which it is proposed, as funds may permit, 
to establish other alarms; but the department is hampered in this very valuable work by the aforesaid 
necessity for extreme economy. The expenditure oh this account has hitherto been entirely defrayed out 
of the Board’s ordinary revenue; but section 5 of the Act indicates an intention that the Board should

» . be

Rockdale.
Manly.

Parramatta.
Hurstville.

Liverpool.

Ashfield.
Willoughby.
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be assisted by Parliament “ to establish fire-alarms, telephones, and other appliances in connection with 
the extinction of fire.” The previously mentioned falling assessments of the municipalities interested 
make it more and more apparent that some assistance of the kind should be afforded without delay.

The Metropolitan Pire Brigade at the end of the year numbered 70, of all ranks, being 6 more Metropolitan 
than the authorised strength in the previous year. A detachment of the Brigade now occupies the Pire rireBn£ade- 
Station in Alexandria, the local Volunteer Pire Company having disbanded. It having been decided to 
appoint a third Officer to the Brigade, who should be capable of taking the place of the Deputy Superin
tendent or Superintendent in case of their absence or disability, communications were opened with 
Commander Wells, Chief Officer of the London Metropolitan Pire Brigade, and upon his recommendation 
Assistant Officer ISIicholas George Sparks, of that Brigade, received the appointment. Mr. Sparks has an 
unequivocable record of sixteen years’ active service in the London Brigade; and since his arrival, on the 
26th July, has proved an acquisition to the Sydney Brigade, and thoroughly justified his selection.

The Superintendent of Pire Brigades in his report, hereto appended, recommends that the practice Recruits, 
of recruiting the Brigade with seamen be reverted to, instead of continuing the preference given to 
Auxiliary and Volunteer Piremen. It is claimed that the training of the former better fits them for the 
hazardous service.

The Auxiliary Corps at the close of the year numbered 14, there being 6 vacancies. Difficulty is Auxiliaries, 
experienced in suitably recruiting this partially paid corps, and the roll is therefore seldom full.

In addition to the available fire-extinguishing appliances, a new steam fire engine has been ordered ®*e;™fl^'rse 
from Messrs. Shand, Mason, & Co., of London, at a cost, together with extra gear, of £914. This is to be curricle, &c.e 
of the double-vertical pattern, and capable of delivering 600 gallons a minute. A horse curricle ladder 
costing £84, to reach a height of 50 feet, has also been ordered from the same firmj and will be stationed 
at Newtown ; while the building of a 60 feet telescopic escape was completed by the Metropolitan Pire 
Brigade. . ”

The payments to Volunteer Pire Companies for subsidies and other grants amounted to £2,380, 
exclusive of considerable expenditure for renovation of plant, repair of stations, and other necessities. 
The work mentioned in the last report, of regulating the branches, nozzles, &c., to a uniform pattern, has 
been almost completed. The proposed establishment of a branch of the Metropolitan Pire Brigade, in 
Paddington, will remove the necessity for maintaining the two Volunteer Brigades which have hitherto 
served that district. On the 29th January, 1897, the Alexandria Volunteer Pire Company voluntarily 
disbanded. On the other hand, new companies have been formed at Hurstville and Liverpool, and a 
Brigade at Bichmond is seeking registration.

The Superintendent’s report, and various appendices, giving detailed information are, as customary, 
appended.

CHAELES BOWN,
Chairman.

Adopted at a meeting of the Pire Brigades Board, at Head-quarters Pire Station, Sydney, on the 
2nd March, 1898.

Volunteer Fire 
Companies.
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APPENDIX I.
MUNICIPALITIES.

Municipality. Assessment,
1896.

Contribution,
1897

City of Sydney..........................................
£

1,979,657
£ s. d. 

2,810 2 7
Alexandria............................................. 54,062 76 14 10
Annandale................................................. 46,966 66 13 4
Ashfield ................................................... 118,977 168 17 9
Auburn ...................................................... 22,920 32 10 8

174,591 247 16 8
Botany ................................................. 18,754 26 12 5
Burwood ................................................. 76,301 108 6 2
Camperdown ............................................ 39,691 56 6 10
Canterbury ............................................. 33,517 47 11 7
Concord ..................................................... 25,686 36 9 3
Darlington .............................................. 23,722 33 13 6
Drummoyne ............................................ 15,548 iiiJ 1 5
Enfield ..................................................... 19,370 27 9 11
ErskineTille .............................................. 29,420 41 15 3
Five Dock................................................. 12,706 18 0 9
Ulebe ................................................ 138,873 197 2 7
Granville ................................................. 38,608 54 16 1
Hurstville .................................................. 40,220 57 1 10
Kogarah.................................................... 28,660 40 13 8
Leichhardt.................................................. 82,780 117 10 2
Liverpool ............. .................................... 18,734 26 11 10

48,118 68 6 1

Municipality.

Marrickville ............
Mosman ... . .
Newtown .........
North Botany ......
North Sydney ........
Paddington .........
Parramatta . 
Penrith . ..
Petersham...........
Randwick................
Redfern .........
Richmond .....
Rockdale .............
Rookwood...............
Strathfield...............
St. Peters ............
Waterloo ..............
Waverley ............
Willoughby ..........
Woollahra . . ..

Totals..............

Assessment,
1896

Contribution,
1897

£ £ s. d.
131,170 186 3 11

37,811 53 13 6
151,531 215 2 0

29,124 28 11 4
188,359 267 7 6
158,231 224 12 2
62,240 88 7 0
19,941 28 6 2

114,288 162 4 8
93,117 132 3 7

154,486 219 5 10
7,680 10 18 0

57,080 81 0 6
17,481 24 16 3
41,249 58 11 1
29,396 41 14 7
61,638 87 9 11

114,562 162 12 5
46,587 66 2 7

125,109 177 11 10

4,719,961 6,700 0 0

APPENDIX II.
INSURANCE COMPANIES.

Contributory Company. -3 o 
O O

Amount at 
risk,

31 Dec , 1896
Contribution,

1897.

The Alliance Assurance Co.....................
Atlas Assurance Co........................
Australian Alliance Assurance Co . 
Australian Mutual Fire Insurance

Society.............................
Batavia Sea and Fire Insurance Co
Caledonian Insurance Co................
City Mutual Eire Insurance Co.

(Ltd.) ................................
Colonial Mutual Fire Insurance Co.

(Ltd) ................................
Commercial Union Assurance Co

(Ltd.) ... .................
Cornwall Eire and Marine Insurance

*

F
>?

L
E
>>

L

F

Co. (Ltd ).............................
Derwent and Tamar Fire and

Marine Assurance Co............... ,,
Fire Underwriters’ Association of 

N.S W. — for offices outside
NSW .................. „

Guardian Fire and Life Assuiance
Co (Ltd.) .......   „

Imperial Insurance Co. (Ltd) of
London............ •• }j

Indemnity Fire and Marine Insu
rance Co. of Australasia (Ltd.) ,,

Lancashire Insurance Co................. ,,
Lion Fire Insurance Co. (Ltd ) ,,
Liverpool and London and Globe 

Insurance Co. . >>
London and Lancashire Fire Insu

rance Co..................... j>
London Assurance Corporation .. . „
Manchester Fire Assurance Co.... „

£ £ 8. d.
1,761,166 196 19 4

404,897 45 5 8
438,844 49 1 7

8,177,013 114 10 1
266,740 29 16 8
432,267 48 6 10

3,089,340 345 10 1

970,641 108 11 1

6,179,411 691 1 11

256,748 28 14 3

280,862 31 8 3

200,200 22 7 10

549,982 61 10 2

1,389,032 155 6 11

135,429 15 2 11
223,255 24 19 4
269,164 30 2 1

2,462,860 275 8 10

1,150,435 128 13 3
293,613 32 16 9
381,695 42 13 9

Contributory Company.

*L
oc

al
 or

Fo
re

ig
n Amount at 

usk,
31 Dec , 1896

Contribution,
1897

The Mercantile Mutual Insurance Co. .. L
£

8,495,722
£ s. d. 

950 2 11
National Fire and Marine Insu-

ranee Co of New Zealand F 1,143,659 127 18 2
Netherlands - India Sea and Fir^

15 2 0Insurance Co. (Ltd) ..... 135,000
New Zealand Insurance Co. .. ,, 1,996,756 223 6 3
Nonh British and Mercantile In-

surance Co................................ ,, 1,029,993 115 3 10
North Queensland Insurance Co.

• 80 9 10(Ltd) .................................. L 719,728
Northern Assurance Co. F 711,745 79 12 0
Norwich Union Eire Insurance

Society ..... ........... ,, 2,171,909 242 18 1
Palatine Insurance Co. (Ltd.) .. 520 684 58 4 8
Phoenix Assurance Co of London }J 1,062,731 118 17 1
Queensland Mutual Insurance Co

27 6 3(Ltd.) ................................ 244,223
Royal Insurance Co...................... 2,097,413 234 11 5
Royal Exchange Assurance Cor

poration ......... ............... 313,001 35 0 3
Scottish Union and National Insu-

ranee Co ............................. >} 450,416 50 7 6
South British Fire and Marine In

174 11 3surance Co. of New Zealand vj 1,560,863
Standard Fire and Marine Insu

ranee Co. of New Zealand . 787,553 88 1 7
Sun Insurance Office of London 1,077,405 120 9 11
United Insurance Co. (Ltd) . . L 4,144,625 463 10 7
United Australian Mutual Fire In

surance Co. (Ltd.) . . . F 350,629 39 4 3
Victoria Insurance Co. (Ltd.) .. >• 1,580,209 176 14 7

Totals ................................£ 59,907,953 6,700 0 0

* “ Local” signifies a Company ha\ing its headquarters in New South Wales ; “Foreign,” any other doing business m the Colony.

APPENDIX III.
SUMMARY of Attendances at Bcarl Meetings during the year 1897.—(Number of Meetings,

exclusive of Committee Meetings, 27.)

Names. Present.

Charles Sown, J.P. (Chairman).................
Alderman J C. Beare, J.P. (Vice-Chairman) 
Alderman Wm. Taylor ... . . • • ••
Edward J. Love ..............................................
Frederick J Jackson, J P................................
Thomas Matthew Tmley, J.P..........................

27
27
27
27
27
27

Meetings.
Absent

0
0
0
0
0
0
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APPENDIX IY.
FIKE BRIGADES’ BOARD, SYDNEY.

ABSTEACT of Eeceipts and Expenditttbe for the year ending 31st December, 1897.

1 January, 1897 
To Insurance Companies— 

Alliance 
Atlas
Australian Alliance 
Australian Mutual 
Batavia Sea 
Caledonian 
City Mutual 
Colonial Mutual 
Commercial Union 
Cornwall
Derwent and Tamar
Fire Underwriters
Guardian
Imperial
Indemnity
Lancashire
Lion
Liverpool London, Globe
London, Lancashire
London Assurance
Manchester
Mercantile 'Mutual
National
Netherlands
New Zealand
North British
North (Queensland
Northern Assurance
Norwich Union
Palatine
Phcenix
Queensland Mutual 
Boyal
Ro3al Exchange
Scottish Union
South British
Standard
Sun
United
United Australian 
Victoria

Receipts

Colonial Treasurer 
To Municipalities— 

City of Sydney 
Alexandria 
Annandale 
Ashfield 
Auburn 
Balmain 
Botanj 
Burwood 
Camperdown 
Darlington 
Enfield 
Erskme\ ille 
Glebe 
Granville 
Hurstville 
Kogarah 
Leichhardt 
Liverpool 
Manly 
Marnckville 
Mosman 
Newtown 
North Botany 
North Sjdney 
Paddington 
Parramatta 
Petersham 
Randwick 
Redfern 
Richmond 
Rockdale 
Rookw ood 
St Peters 
W aterloo 
W aveilej 
Willoughby 
Woollahra

To Miscellaneous—
Stationery 
Horses (sale of)
Rent
Plant
Services rendered 
Watching duties 
Life premiums
Manly Vol Fire Co , for Fire Station

To Balance—
Commercial Banking Co
Deduct Superintendent s petty cash

Expenditure

£ s d £ s d £ 3 d £ 8 d
By Balance—

196 19 4 Commercial Banking Co 2C6 7 7
45 5 8 Deduct Superintendent s Pettv Cash 50 0 0
49 1 7 156 7 7

914 10 1 B} Miscellaneous—
29 16 8 Plant stores, Ac 1 «6d 17 4
48 6 10 Clothing 6d2 11 0

34o 10 1 Printing, stationery, Ac 141 4 5
108 11 1 » Rates 352 3 0
091 1 11 Life premiums 404 16 11

28 14 3 Cab hire and cartage 43 9 5
3] S 3 Rewards—Calls 16 11 0
22 7 10 Rew ards—Turncocks 7 13 0
61 30 2 Petty expenses 20 4 5

155 0 11 Services rendered 39 9 9
15 2 11 Miscellaneous 201 14 4
24 19 4 Rent 235 12 0
30 2 1 M F B Club 15 0 0

27d 8 10 Guarantee premiums 10 0 0
128 13 3 Law costs 18 11 4

32 16 9 3,724 17 i:
42 13 9 By Buildings, Ground, Ac —

9o0 2 11 Rockdale Fire Station 479 11 11
127 18 2 Wav erley Fire Station 78 2 0

15 2 0 Manly 673 10 6
223 6 3 Chatsw ood 100 0 0
115 3 10 Ashfield 173 5 0
80 9 10 Hurstville 100 0 0
79 12 0 Pai ramatta 24 0 0

242 IS 1 Repairs to various stations 260 lo 6
58 4 8 1,889 4 1

118 17 1 By Salaries and Fees —
27 6 3 Salaries 10 565 13 7

234 11 5 Board fees 300 0 0
3o 0 3 Auditors 35 0 0
oO 7 6 Medical 27 6 0

174 11 3 -------------- 10,927 19
88 1 7 By Lighting and Fue1—

120 9 11 Lighting 51* 12 6
463 10 7 fuel 69 5 4
39 4 3 586 17 1

176 14 7 By Horses—
6 700 0 0 Purcha«e 218 0 0
6,700 0 0 1 odder 543 19 0

Harness 113 17 0
2,810 2 7 87o 16

76 14 10 By Telephones and Electrical Works 414 6
66 13 4

168 17 9 By Subsidies to 1 olunteer Companies—
24 8 0 Ashfield 120 0 0

247 16 8 Balmain 3>5 0 0
26 12 5 Burwood 152 10 0

106 9 3 Drummoy ne 60 0 0
41 6 0 Glebe 170 0 0
33 13 6 Granville 60 0 0
27 9 11 Kogarah 50 0 0
30 12 8 Leichhardt 97 0 0

147 17 0 Manly 90 0 0
41 2 1 North Botany 60 0 0
57 1 10 Paddington (No 1) 150 0 0
40 13 8 „ (No 2) 218 10 0

117 10 2 Parramatta (No 3) 85 0 0
26 11 10 , (No 2) 8o 0 0
51 4 7 Rockdale 9d 0 0

186 3 11 Rookwood 60 0 0
53 13 6 Waterloo 120 0 0

215 2 0 Wav erley 156 6 0
28 11 4 W oollahra 226 0 0

267 7 6 --------------  2,380 6
224 12 2
88 7 0 By ^ ol Firemen emp1oyed m watching duties 76 17

162 4 8
332 3 7
219 5 10

10 18 0
81 0 6
24 16 3
41 14 7
87 9 11

162 12 5
49 12 0

177 11 10
-------------- 6,356 5 1

0 15 6
15 0 0

639 Id 3
61 10 0
50 0 0
46 5 0

207 7 8
100 0 0

1,120 13 5
205 14 10

50 0 0

Total £21,032 13 4 Total £21,032 13 4

Z COLLIS BARRY, Secretary.

Having examined 
certify the above •■written 
31 January, 1898.

the books and Touchers of the Eire Brigades’ Board for the year ending 31st December, 1897, 
Abstract of Receipts and Expenditure to he correct

JAMES ROBERTSON, F S I A , Auditor

I

APPENDIX Y.
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APPENDIX Y.

Mr. Superintendent Bear’s Beport to the Eire Brigades Board.
Head-Quarters Pire Station, Castlereagh-street, Sydney, 18th January, 1898.

The Fire Brigades Board, Sydney,—
Gentlemen,—

I have the honor to submit my Fourteenth Annual Report on the working and general efficiency of your 
Brigade and of the several Volunteer Fire Companies, together with the details of fires attended in the City and Suburbs, 
ior the year ending the 31st December, 1897.

The total number of alarms for fires or supposed fires was 557- Of these 86 were false alarms, 22 proved to be only 
chimney alarms, and 419 were for actual fires. In this number, however, are included 27 bush and rubbish fires.

Of the fires 384 were slight or trifling, 23 were serious, and 42 resulted in total destruction.
Of the 449 fires, 215 were insured, 205 not insured, and in 29 instances the insurances on the buildings or contents 

could not be ascertained. ■
In addition to the ordinary fires, there have been 54 chimney fires requiring the attendance of firemen with hand- 

pump only, making an aggregate total of 611 calls for fires, false alarms, and chimney-fires.
The fires of 1897, as compared with those of 1896, show an increase of 158, the chimney fires reported as houses on 

’fire an increase of 9, and those attended by firemen with hand-pump only a decrease of 2.
In the fires which were slight, there has been an increase of 154 ; in serious, a decrease of 4 ; and in those which 

resulted in total destruction, an increase of 8. .
Among the buildings totally destroyed, are classed sheds, weatherboard cottages, &c. ; and of the buildings totally 

destroyed there are only two which were not constructed of weatherboard, wood, &c.
After diligent inquiry made into the cause of each false alarm, I find that, in almost every instance, there was 

something to account for the alarm, and that very few were given maliciously.

The most notable fires of the year are as follows :—
Under the heading of serious :—

18th January,—Sydney Jam Co.’s factory, Darlington.
19th January,—Eagle Tobacco'Co.’s factory, Clarence-street.
1st April,—John Dynon & Co.’s warehouse, Margaret-lane.
10th April,—Waterloo Paper Mills, Waterloo.
6th August,—“Australian Star” Newspaper office, Castlereagh-street.
I5th October,—George Murray & Co.’s, Clarence-street.
16th October,—City Chambers, Pitt-street.
27th November,—Residence of Mr. A. J. Brierley, Ashfield.
10th December,—Barque “ Socotra,” Adelaide Wharf.
25th December,—Patrick Long’s General Store, Parramatta.

Under the heading of total:—
. 3rd February,—-Private residence, “ Greycliffe, ” Vaucluse.

25th July,—“ Chicago Flour Mills,” Willoughby.
20th November,—George F. Bailey’s tannery, Willoughby.

Appended are detailed statements of the fires attended by the Brigade and by the Volunteer Companies, as well as 
those unattended, but which have been reported to the Brigade from various sources, and a member has been sent to obtain 
the necessary particulars. .

The summaries appended show the particular dates, time of call, time of outbreak, trades, localities, insurances, 
hourly, daily, w eekly, and monthly. There. is also appended a summary of the supposed origin or cause of fires tor the 
year.

Referring to the summary of localities it will be noticed that in the City of Sydney there were 253 calls, 166 of 
which were for actual fires, 37 were false alarms, 14 were for chimney fires reported as houses on fire, and 36 were tor 
chimney fires attended by firemen with hand-pump only.

In the suburbs there were 358 calls, 283 of which were for actual fires, 49 were false alarms, 8 were for chimneys 
reported as houses on fire, and 18 were for chimney fires attended by firemen with hand-pump only.

For full details of fires, and for the particular wards of the City, and the municipalities in which the same have 
occurred, see Appendices attached. A summary of trades is also given.

Full particulars of the strength of the Brigade (members and plant), together with that of the Volunteer Companies 
are also given.

The total amount paid by your Board in subsidies and bonuses to the several Volunteer Fire Companies for the year 
was £2,380 6s. In addition to this, four Companies received £12 each for attendance on the telephone fire-alarms 
connected with their stations.

During the year, with the exception of Paddington No. 1 and the two companies at Parramatta, all the Volunteer 
Fire Companies have been supplied with the regulation branches, nozzles, and hose and nozzle spanners.

The two companies at Parramatta will, if possible, be supplied this year, but as the Paddington Company is to be 
superseded by a detachment of the permanent staff when the new station is built, there is no occasion for making any 
change there.

The approximate value of the whole of your Board’s plant, including the land and stations held in trust by year 
Board, I estimate at £95,270. The value of the Volunteer Companies’ plant outside of what they hold from your Board is 
not included in this sum. •

Seventeen telephone fire-alarms were recommended to be erected during the year, but from want of funds your 
Board have been able to erect only six, viz.—two in Alexandria, one in Annandale, one in Randwick, and two m V\ aterloo.

Extension of telephone communication was made from the Newtown Station to the Rockdale Station, thence to the 
Kogarah Station, and from there to the Kogarah Exchange. I trust that during this year it will be extended to the new 
Fire Station at Hurstville, provided it can be effected at a reasonable cost, so as to enable the three companies to work 
together in this district, and thus save the engines being taken from the Newtown district. -

The telephone and fire-alarm wire has been extended from 135 to 146 miles, or an increase of 11 miles during the
year.

I trust your Board will continue to erect telephone fire-alarms each year around our permanent fire stations. 
Experience has shown that these alarms are a sure and ready means of getting early calls to fires, and as they are easily 
used and are accessible to any citizen, they are a great and invaluable preventative against large fires. One hundred and 
sixty-five first calls for actual fires were received through the street alarms during the year, and in several instances calls 
were received through the alarms immediately after the brigade had been called through some other source.
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Fire-alarms are badly needed at Bine’s Point and Neutral Bay districts at North Sydney, and additions to the 

system are required at Leichhardt, Marrickville, Petersham, Pedfern, and other districts.
A complete list of the telephone fire-alarms erected to date is appended. *
With the exception of Granville all the registered Volunteer Fire Stations are in telephonic communication with 

headquarters either by direct lines or through the different Exchanges. In many cases communication exists with the 
local police stations, public departments, &c., thereby placing us in the position of being able to rely on early calls from 
many different sources.

In the month of August the small steam fire-engine purchased by the Insurance Companies Brigade in the year 1871 
was sent to the Darlinghurst Station, and a pair of horses placed there instead of one as previously. The one-horse hose 
carriage was then removed to Kogarah Station. I fear that this engine will give out very shortly, when it will 
have to be replaced by one of the steam fire-engines now at No. 2 Station.

The small steam fire-engine now at Headquarters will havq to be removed to the Redfern Station to make room for 
the 600-gallon engine ordered during the first part of the year. This new engine is very much needed now, as I am rather 
anxious about the boilers of the four engines supplied by the Government during the year 1885, one of which (No. 10) must 
have a new boiler as soon as possible. As the old “ Fire King,” bought by the Insurance Brigade in the year 1870, and 
which is now at the northern station, cannot be depended on for large fires, it would, I consider, be advisable to order 
another 600-gallon engine for this station if that now ordered proves a success.

I may say that I am a strong believer in large jets of water from large steam fire-engines in dealing with large fires, 
if the water can be obtained, and as our water supply is improving from year to year these large engines are the best 
insurance against serious fires in the city.

This arrangement will allow of the smaller fire-engines being sent to the suburbs contiguous to the city, such as 
Paddington, Redfern, and Surry Hills; but, as I have already pointed out, the four engines built in the year 1885 will 
require new boilers very shortly.

I regret that nothing has been done towards establishing a small station at Surry Hills. This station, as I have 
frequently pointed out, is very much required as the district is wholly unprotected by either fire station or fire-alarms.
< Redfern.—The old Police Court and Police Station at Redfern was closed in the month of December, but whether it
is going to be transferred to your Board for the purpose of a fire station I am at present unable to say. A station is very 
much needed in this district to save the engines and plant from the city being taken to fires towards Botany, &c.

The Board of Water Supply and SewTerage having granted a fifty years’ lease of a part of the Paddington Reservoir 
land for a site for a fire station to your Board, I trust that something will shortly be done towards the erection of a proper 
fire station for the protection of this densely populated district. I may further add that the sooner the present unsatis
factory arrangement is superseded the better.

_ _ During the month of May the Rockdale Fire Station was completed, at a cost of about £990 for the land and 
building, £100 of this amount being given to your Board by the company from a Government grant. The company was 
allowed to occupy the station on the 1st June, and were placed in the possession of an improved plant and a pair of good 
horses at a considerable cost to your Board ; the old manual engine and some of the plant being transferred to your Board 
by the company.

I may here say that I recommended this station to be built with one object in view, viz.—The district of St. George, 
embracing Rockdale, Kogarah, and Hurstville, is a very large one, covering an area of over 24 square miles, and in the 
course of time it is bound to be very thickly populated owing to its being bounded by water frontages in all directions, and 
to the fact of its possessing a good railway service right through the centre of the three Municipalities. In a few years it 
will be necessary for your Board to place a permanent acting-foreman in charge of this station, who will manage the three 
Volunteer Fire Companies. When this time arrives the quarters, &c., are all ready.

About the third quarter of the year the Burwood Volunteer Fire Company removed from their old quarters in 
Belmore-street to premises at the corner of Burwood Road and Belmore-street for which they pay a rental of £52 per 
annum. The alterations were rather extensive considering the length of the lease, your Board assisting to the extent of 
£32 10s. I trust your Board will endeavour to obtain this site through the Government as a permanency, as it is one of the 
best sites in Burwood for the purpose of a fire station.

During the month of June the Granville Volunteer Fire Company were obliged to remove from their old quarters to 
a building a little further away, facing Sydney Road, for which your Board pay a nominal rental of 5s. per week, until such 
time as a new station is built on the land, which has been purchased with a Government grant.

tiie iniddle °.f the present month the new Manly station will be finished at a cost of about £800 for the land 
and building. £100 of this amount was given by the Company from a Government grant. The volunteers will occupy the 
station about the beginning of February giving over their present station for a small sum to the Municipal Council on whose 
land it stands.

The new fire station at Hurstville being erected by the Municipal Council on their own land, to which your Board 
has assisted to the extent of £100, will be ready for occupation at the end of the present month. Your Board are supplying 
the plant, viz. a hose reel for the present, which will later on be replaced by a light one-horse manual engine. Your Board 
has a lease of this station for twenty-one years.

station has lately been built at Liverpool on Government land, and with a Government grant of money, by 
the new Volunteer Fire Company formed there, on the understanding that your Board supply a hose reel and the necessary 
hose, &c. Up to the 31st of December no application has been received for the plant.

Land has been purchased by your Board,during the year as a site for a new fire station at Ashfield, and one at 
Wiliougnby. Both sites are in good central positions, and stations are much needed in both districts.

An alteration of the present fire station at Leichhardt is much needed. The apartments of the engine-keeper are too 
much mixed up with the station. The land belongs to the Council, and I have been informed that the Company has lust 
obtained a twenty-one years’ lease of it. r ^ j

Land has been obtained for new stations at Granville, Paddington, Parramatta, and Rookwood, and most likely'the 
old Court-house and police station at Redfern will shortly be transferred to your Board for a similar purpose.

I again strongly recommend your Board to obtain power to borrow money, and to erect some of these stations each 
^rtf-r,T-aS are k&dly needed. The rents now received from the members of the Brigade, added to the amounts 
which would be obtained from the new stations erected, would almost provide for the interest on the loan.

If power were obtained similar to that under the 52nd section of the Melbourne Fire Brigade Act for borro ving, 
say, from £25,000 to £30,000, and only from £5,000 to £6,000 to be raised and expended each year, it would pi ove a 
progressive policy for buildings alone.

old plant which was turned over to your Board by the Insurance Brigade is now worn out, and the plant 
supplied by the Government in the years 1884 and 1885 is showing a good deal of wear and tear, after having done a good 
deal of hard work, and it will be necessary for your Board to replace this shortly by new plant. The different buildings, 
too, will be a source of expense in the shape of drainage, additions, repairs, &c.
■f +1. ^ end of the present year the 75-foot ladder, supplied by the Government in the year 1886, will be of no
further nse to the Brigade, as it is well nigh worn out, and it is not worth re-making again,.as it is past its time and of too 
2 ■ij-^)a^ern’hemg self-supporting from its base, as all such ladders should be for dealing with high and modem 
buildings, so that the men working on them may be quite safe from falling walls. Outside of this, the electric tram over
head cable will prevent this ladder from being used in a general way. The van itself can be used as a hose and coal tender 
for some time to come for large fires. '

I
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I have placed myself in communication with several firms, with a view of getting a self-supporting ladder to reach 

100 feet with a water-tower combined. I propose that this ladder should be elevated to the first position by means of both 
compressed air and by manual labour, with spur wheels, cogs, &c., and I have every reason for believing that my idea 
will prove a success.

As this ladder will have to last for several years there is no good in thinking of getting one to reach a less height, 
for I have been informed that some buildings will shortly be erected m the city, to a height of 130 to 140 feet.

If this information is correct, and no provision made for the buildings being fire-resisting, there being no proper 
Building Act in existence, your Board must expect some very large fires in the future—much beyond what you have 
experienced up to the present date, and beyond the ability of the Brigade to grapple w ith.

Speaking of a new Building Act for this city, 1 may say that I obtained through the Government from the Agent- 
General the Building Acts of Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool, and Glasgow, as well as the Electric Lighting Acts of 
these and other cities, all of which v ere up to the end of 1890, with a view of assisting the authorities in compiling a new 
Building Act, but no steps have, so far, been taken in the matter.

I may also say that Kansas City, in America, has some very good regulations worthy of imitation for fire escapes 
being provided to buildings over a certain height, and also m reference to the protection of hotels, theatres, &c , similar 
provision being sadly required for this city and suburbs.

A 60 foot ladder, for one horse, has been made, and stationed at No. 2 station, a good deal of the ironwork being 
used up from the old ladder lately stationed at No. 3 station.

A small curricle telescopic ladder for one horse has been ordered for the Newtown station.
During the year the Rookwood Volunteer Eire Company handed over their old manual and some plant to your Board, 

your Board supplying another engine m its place. The Company have procured a horse and the members appear to work 
together much better than formerly. I have given instructions to the Telegraph Depaitment to place this station m 
telephonic communication with the local Exchange. At present it is m telephonic communication with the Asylum through 
the Exchange As soon as convenient I should like to see this station placed m telephonic communication with the Auburn 
Meat Works Brigade to enable the two companies to work better together for the protection of the district.

During this year I propose to supply Drummoyne Company w ith a light manual engine suitable for their district; 
with a horse they would then be able to render more assistance to their own district, Balmain, Five Dock, &c.

I am changing the 5-mch manual engine at Burwmod for a 7-inch manual, as the company now keep two horses. 
The 5-inch manual wall be repaired and sent to North Botany, and, m time to come, if this company keep two horses, this 
manual will suit, as it is fitted with pole and sway bars besides the shafts The Botany manual will then be done up and 
sent to Hurstville to take the place of the hand reel, which will be sent from there to the Mosman Municipal Council 
Chambers.

A new hose carriage was supplied to the Marrickville station during the year, enabling us to withdraw the manual 
engine for use elsewhere.

Richmond Volunteer Eire Company have not yet applied for registration, and a company has not yet been formed at 
Penrith.

When the Randwick Post Office is completed, I would recommend your Board to apply for a piece of the spare land 
for a site for a Eire station as it is a very central one for Randwick.

During the year we were rather unfortunate m four of our horses dying. Four others weie sold and nine were 
purchased. At present we have thirty horses, viz ,—twenty-four at permanent stations and six on loan at four volunteer 
stations. This number, with sixteen owned by the Volunteeis, makes the total number of hoises forty-six.

About 4,000 feet of hose was condemned during the year. A good deal of this hose is what had been taken over from 
the Volunteers when introducing our own hose, couplings, &c , for the purposes of uniformity.

At the latter part of the year it will be necessary to order a liberal supply of hose to make up for some more which 
will have to be condemned very shortly.

I can only reiterate what I said m my last year’s Annual Report, viz., “that every encouragement should be given 
to the Volunteers m the outer districts as long as they are amenable to discipline ” Some companies give very little 
trouble, while others give a good deal m many ways, and neglect the important duty of keeping their younger members up 
to the mark in dull, &c.

I trust your Board will adopt my recommendations in reference to keeping the Volunteers to their own districts 
more, and discourage the growing tendency on their pait of attending processions and demonstrations upon every little 
pretence, and going long distances away from their stations leaving then districts in many cases wholly unprotected.

As a practical fireman I fail to see why so much fuss should he made m these demonstrations by firemen simply 
because they wear a uniform, any more than there should be by a body of tradesmen who do not wear a uniform I also 
entirely disapprove of the practice of according public funerals to firemen, whether permanent men or volunteers, it 
is only done for the purpose of display, and draws the men away from their legitimate duty of protecting the life and 
property of citizens.

The same practice prevailed m London in my time, and now exists even m cities like bydney, where the brigades 
are very much undermanned.

Many persons think we should be like the military. Our case is, however, quite different, as we of course get no 
previous notice of when or where a file is to happen, and wre must be always prepared for any emergency, otherwise a 
brigade is of very little service.

The Alexandria Volunteer Fire Company having resigned in the early part of the year your Board gave authority 
for four men to he added to the strength of the Bngade This was done, and four pennanent men and an auxiliary were 
stationed at Alexandria. This brought the total up to 68 men. Since then we have taken on a man for the Government 
buildings, for which duty the Government pay your Board the sum of £160 per annum A third officer has been added to 
the Brigade, making in all a full total of 70 men, including myself. I append a list of the Government buildings which 
have to be attended to, m accordance w ith the arrangement made with the Public Service Board, aid I may say that this 
duty is found to be a great strain on our small staff.

As I have repeatedly stated the Brigade is far too small and is very much undeimanned for the work it has to 
accomplish ovci the veiy large area which comes wnthm your Board’s jurisdiction. I fully expected that our numbers 
would have been increased to 80 from the commencement of this year ; this number to be further added to at the beginning 
of next year, and so on until we had about 1U0 permanent men and 50 auxiliaries for the protection of the city and the 
suburbs contiguous to it.

These men should be m six city stations, four suburban stations close to the city, and two others in the outer 
suburbs.

Under this arrangement the auxiliaries would be of great assistance at the time of a large fire for telephone duty, 
getting on hose, coal, Ac., and for attending a second fire, if such were to happen.

The engineer, who formerly was employed only temporarily, was allowed to join the brigade as an ordinary fireman. 
Francis W. Brooks, who had to leave the brigade owing to ill health, was allowed by your Board to rejoin on the 4th 
August, but being taken ill almost immediately and having to he taken to the hospital, he had to leave the bngade again, 
with three months’ salary allowed him by your Board from the 4th November.

The permanent staff attend to the electrical work of the brigade, the erection and repairs of all telephones, telephone 
fire-alarms, &c., the recharging of batteries, the making of all appliances for the quick opening of doors, and for harness, 
&c. The staff also attend to the black smithing, carpentering, engineering, hose-repairing, painting, plumbing, horse
shoeing, and the general repairs of the different stations.

During
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' During the year a good deal of repairs have ‘been done to all the steam fire-engines, especially to the boilers. Both 
the large ladders have been dismantled, repaired, and repainted, and the turn-table ladder was altered so as to enable it to 
be turned round and extended quicker than previously.

During the years 1896 and 1897 twenty trained men left the brigade. In the year 1896 twelve men joined the 
brigade, and eighteen joined in 1897. Of this number, twenty-two are now in the brigade. One member of the staff left 
on the 31st of December owing to old age, and another man leaves at the end of the present month.

With a total of only seventy men, who are distributed through eight stations, and with twenty-two of this number 
with under two years’ service, your Board will readily see that the brigade is very much under-manned, and not strong 
enough to cope with a serious fire in the city.

As to the general efficiency of the brigade, I am bound to say that it is not satisfactory. I am quite confident that 
to keep up the standard of efficiency it will be necessary to revert to the old regulation of filling all vacancies with seamen, 
and especially is this the more necessary in a brigade like ours where we have to deal with ships on fire. Men who come 
from country towns require far more training than we can afford to give them, and they are not so amenable to discipline, 
and do not adapt themselves so readily to the conditions of our service as seamen. We must have men who are possessed 
of the spirit of self-reliance, and who are accustomed to act on their own responsibility in cases of emergency.

I am afraid that it will be a very serious matter for Sydney some of these days when, with from 15 to 20 per cent, 
of the men on leave, sick, on telephone duty, attending to public buildings, away drilling volunteers, &c., we are called 
upon to deal with one of our dangerous blocks oh fire (and I may be allowed to state that there are a good number of such 
places in the city) with very narrow lanes and streets intervening, and these buildings loaded with all kinds of com
bustibles', such as oils, spirits, chemicals, and explosives of all kinds, in fact everything necessary to burn the city down 
with a high wind blowing at the time. . . .

It. is only by accident and good luck that we have escaped so long, and also in a great measure owing to the prompt 
calls received through our telephone fire-alarms, to our getting on the scene so quickly, and to our water supply being so 
good.

I regret that nothing has yet been done towards providing a floating steam fire-engine for the protection of the 
shipping of our harbour and for the warehouses along the wharves. We had four ship fires during the year, making a 
total of, fifty-one to the end of December since the Fire Brigades Act came into operation. 1

The Water and Sewerage Board have made great strides towards the improvement of the water supply in the city 
and suburbs'since the beginning of the year, but still there are some very weak points in the city as well as in some of 
the suburbs. I am very pleased to notice that the Board are placing screw-down hydrants in some of the suburbs 
contiguous to the city. This is, no doubt, a step in the right direction, and it will be found much cheaper in the long run 
than to be always having to replace the balls in the ball-hydrants. It is very much better, from a hygienic point of view, 
for with the ball-hydrants in a hollow and the pressure off for a time, the ball falls down, allowing the slush and sand 
from the roadway to enter the water-main if the lid of the cast-iron box' is not very tight. I have noticed that this is 
the case in hundreds of instances, especially so at the dead end of mains leading down to wharves, &c.

I have to thank the officers and members of the volunteer companies for their assistance, and also the officers and 
members of the police force for their valuable assistance during the year. I have also to return my thanks to the turn
cocks and to the public generally for their valuable co-operation. '

In conclusion, I desire to return my best thanks to your Board for the cordial support you have accorded me.

I have, &c.,

WILLIAM D. BEAR,
Superintendent of Fire Brigades and Inspector of Kerosene.

APPENDIX VI.

Government buildings 
Brigade,

in which fire extinguishing appliances are attended to by the Metropolitan Fire 
under arrangement with the Public Service Board, 23rd July, 1897.

Art Gallery.
Audit Office.
Australian Museum.

’ Chief Secretary’s Office,
. Custom House.

Department of Lands. 
General Post Office. 
Government House. 
Government Printing Office.

Law Courts, Chancery Square. 
Parliament House.
Railway Booking Office, George-street. 

' Registrar-General’s Office.
Stamp Duties Office.
Supreme Court, King-street.
Technical College.
Technological Museum.
University.

39—B APPENDIX VII.
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APPENDIX YIL
Stations and Working Plant o£ the Metropolitan Eire Brigade and of the Volunteer Eire Companies.
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M.F. Brigade.
No. 1, Head-quarters .... 28 8 1 1 4 1 2 16 1 1 2 2 1 9 10 1 11 460 6,220 194 32 8 14 9 168 7 1 50 63 2 27 2 3 24 55 2 49

No. 2, George-street West 11 3 3 2 1 10 1 4 4 1 3 1,800 43 10 4 3 29 3 1 20 23 1 6 1 19 16 12

No. 3, George-street North - 9 3 1 1 1 6 1 I 4 3 1 3 2,480 54 10 4 4 2 32 3 1 22 25 2 6 1 11 13 1 8

6 2 1 2 720 780 18 4 2 3 1 12 3 1 14 14 1 4 1 6 6 7

1 6 1 2 2 2 1,100 600 23 6 2 1 1 14 3 1 14 15 1 4 1 7 9 9

No. C, North Sydney — 3 5 2 1 6 1 2 2 1 1,620 200 28 5 2 1 7 4 1 13 14 1 2 1 7 8 9

2 6 1 2 2 1,130 360 4 2 1 7 2 1 16 18 1 6 1 8 5 4

Alexandria..................... 4 1 2 6 1 1 2 2 1,200 385 6 2 2 7 3 1 5 4 1 2 1 6 5 5

Total ............... 70 14 24 2 6 5 1 2 3 62 3 5 4 2 1 27 26 3 22 460 16,270 2,325 365 77 26 28 14 276 28 8 154 176 10 57 9 3 88 117 3 103

Volunteer Stations.
12

20

1 4 1 1 1 240 640 24 3 1 1 5 2 2 1 4 3 12
£ s.

120 0

2 1 3 1 2 2 1 680 300 24 4 1 2 8 2 7 7 1 1 1 1 6 12 325 0

11 2 1 4 1 1 1 1 770 200 16 4 1 1 6 2 1

B
to

1 4 4 13 152 10

12 4 2 1 610 4 1 3 1 1 2 2 12 60 0

1 6 1 1 1 540 200 3 1 1 5 2 5 5 1 1 1 6 5 15 170 0

19 1 2 1 1 1 1 130 660 12 3 1 6 2 1 2 6 60 0

10 1 3 3 1 790 2 1 4 1 1 1 3 8 50 0

10 1 * 1 1 1 1 650 .300 4 1 5 2 1 1 1 3 12 97 0

18 1 2 2 1 1 90 730 28 3 1 1 4 3 1 1 2 90 0

* In addition to their subsidies, these Companies received £12 each for telephone attendance.

Remarks.

Freehold.
Freehold.
Freehold.
On 21 years’ lease. 
Freehold.
Freehold.
Freehold.
On lease from Council.

0 Station on lease. Plant 
belongs to Board.

0 Land, station, and plant 
belong to Board; 
engines, &c., to com
pany.

0 Station on lease. Plant 
belongs to Board.

0 Land and station belong 
to Company, and the 
plant to Board.

0 Station on lease. Most 
of the plant belongs to 
the Company.

0 The station is held on 
a weekly rental. The 
plant belongs to the 
Board.

0 These stations are 
t leased from the local 
t- Councils. The plants

0 ) belong to the Board.

M
O

oc

New station built by the 
Board.



Stations and "Working Plant of the Metropolitan Pire Brigade and of the Volunteer Fire Companies—continued.
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Volunteer Stations— 
continued. • £ s. d.

14 4 1 710 100 22 2 1 1 4 1 2 2 1 1 1 4 14 60 0 0
Council. The plant 
belongs to Board.

13 4 1 1 3 1 1,100 4 1 1 7 2 6 6 1 1 2 6 8 150 0 0 Land on 50 years’lease to
Board. Plant belongs 
to the Company.

15 2 1 2 1 1 480 18 5 1 1 1 9 3 1 1 4 2 15 218 10 0 Station and land on
♦ lease. Part of plant 

belongs to Board, and 
part to Company.

16 1 6 1 1 1 1 1 990 26 6 2 2 9 4 1 1 3 6 85 0 0 Station is held on
sufferance from the 
Bank. Hose belongs 
to Board; rest of plant 
to the Company.

19 1 1 1 1 950 24 6 1 9 2 1 a> 4 85 0 0 Station belongs to Coun-
s<©Tft1—1

cil; hose to Board; 
rest of plant to Com
pany.

13 2 1 4 1 1 1 1 620 300 28 4 1 1 7 3 1 1 4 13 95 0 0 Land, station, and plant
belong to Board.

Rookwood ..................... 14 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 50 880 16 5 1 1 6 3 1 1 1 4 13 60 0 0 Land bought byGovern
ment grant. Most of 
plant belongs to 
Board.

1 1 4 1 1 1 1 285 550 16 3 1 1 5 i 1 1 4 15 120 0 0 Land leased from Coun
cil. Hose belongs to 
Board ; rest of plant 
to the Company.

14 2 1 4 1 1 1 1 740 300 24 3 1 2 1 6 2 9 9 1 1 1 2 2 15 156 0 0 Landj station, and plant 
belong to the Board.

16

2-31

3 1 6 1 ' 1 1 1 1 720 200 24 2 2 2 9 2 8 8 1 1 1 5 8 12 226 0 0 The station is held on

Total, Volunteers —

lease. [Part of plant 
belongs to the Board, 
and part to the Com
pany. (

351 U 46 2 6 19 1 2 3 128 9 22 5 2 1 46 43 3 36 460t 23,765 11,335 667 147 46 39 24 393 69 8 191 213 16 76 146 10 23 124 193 3 290 2,380 6 0
1

•In addition to their subsidies, these Companies received £12 each for telephone attendance. t About 7 miles of hoso.
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APPENDIX VIII.

Name.

William Douglas Bear

Alfred Webb .............
Nicholas G. Sparks.....
John F. Ford .............
Sydney Watson .........
George Lang .............
John M'Knight .........
Thomas Gorman.........
Samuel Holman.........
Thomas G. Cutts.........
Harris S. Davis .........
Frank Jackson .........
John Graham.............
George Parsons .........
Harrie B. Lee.............
Joseph Stanchell.........
Thomas P. Gordon.....
George C. Gray .........
Kobert W. Nash.........
George H. Dadd.........
Albert E. Pickering ..
Charles May .............
Edward Smith .........
John A. Becker .........
William T. Corkill.....
James W. Morris .....
Harry Skelton........ ....
Robert Hunter .........
John A. Nicoll .........
Augustus Gerard .....
Ephraim Stoneham ..
Edward J. Roberts.....
Alexander Jamieson ..
John Wiggins .............
James Hancock .........
George Alehin.............
William Whitnall.....
George W. Barry .....
James Jones .............
Henry T. Dawes.........
Christopher T. Digby..
George E. J. Wills.....
Arthur Houghton .....
William Best .............
Kenneth Arthurson ..
Thomas L. Thomas.....
Francis A. Tuck.........
Archibald Murray.....
James Carson ............. .
Thomas P. Nance ......
Francis Pickering .....
James Eccleston.........
James Sorlie .............
William Bernie .........
John Chambers .........
Arthur W. Yigay .....
Sidney H. Lister ..... .
Charles Andrews......... .
William Pickering ..... .
Mark Saunders ..........
Arthur E. Hallett ......
George S. Grimmond..,
James Josephson ......
Percival W. Love ..... .
George F. Cox............. .
Samuel Wilson ..........
John Etherington ......
James A. Ryan ..........
Phillip Henry..............
Charles R. Tranter......

Meteopolitan Eire Brigade.
Rank. Date of Joining. Salary. * Where stationed.

Superintendent of Fire Brigades and 
Inspector of Kerosene.

1 July, 1884 Government
Officer.

Head-quarters.

Deputy Superintendent ...................... 26 June, 1888 £425 do
Third Officer ...................................... 1 June, 1897 £250 do
Foreman .............................................. 1 Aug., 1884 £182 No. 2 Station.

do .......................................... 1 Jan., 1885 £182 No. 3 Station.
do .......................................... 7 Jan., 1885 £172 No. 7 Station.

Engineer .............................................. 18 July, 1884 £177 Head-quarters.
Assistant Officer .................................. 18 June, 1885 £162 No. 4 Station.

do ................................. 11 Feb., 1886 £162 No. 6 Station.
do .................................. 19 Mar., 1888 £162 Alexandria.
do .................................. 18 April, 1888 £162 No. 2 Station.
do .................................. 7 Feb., 1889 £162 Head-quarters.
do .................................. 15 April, 1889 . £162 No. 5 Station.
do .................................. 6 Sept., 1889 £162 No. 3 Station.
do ................................... 19 Feb., 1891 £162 Head-quarters. '

Farrier .................................................. 1 July, 1884 £150 do
Ist-elass fireman .................................. 3 Jan., 1885 £150 No. 7 Station.

do .................................. 1 July, 1884 £150 Alexandria.
do ................................... 1 Jan., 1887 £150 No. 3 Station.
do .................................. 13 Feb., 1890 £150 No. 5 Station.
do .................................. 18 Sept., 1890 £150 No. 2 Station.
do .................................. 3 Oct., 1890 £150 No. 5 Station.
do .................................. 7 May, 1891 £150 Head-quarters.
do .................................. 12 Mar., 1891 

25 May, 1891
£150 Alexandria.

do .................................. £150 No. 2 Station.
do ................................... 1 Dec., 1891 £150 do
do .................................. 24 Mar., 1891 £150 Head-quarters.
do .................................. 16 April, 1892 £150 do
do .................................. 3 Aug., 1892 £150 No. 3 Station.
do .................................. 21 Feb., 1890 £150 No. 4 Station.
do .................................. 6 Jan., 1893 £150 Head-quarters.
do .................................. 9 Jan., 1893 £150 No. 2 Station.
do .................................. 18 Hov., 1892 £150 do

17 Feb., 1893 £150 Head-quarters.
No. 3 Station.3st-class “ A ”....................................... 1 Aue.', 1884 £140

2nd-class fireman “ A ” ....................... 28 April, 1890 £140 Head-quarters.
No. 3 Station.do do ....................... 19 June, 1893 £140

do do ....................... 21 Aug., 1893 £140 Head-quarters.
2nd-class fireman “ B ” ...................... 1 June, 1893 £130 No. 7 Station.

do do ...................... 1 Not., 1893 £130 No. 5 Station.
do do ....................... 30 Mar., 1894 £130 No. 2 Station.
do do ...................... 21 May, 1894 £130 Head-quarters.
do do ....................... 14 Sept., 1894 £130 do

3rd-class fireman “ A ” ...................... 9 Oct., 1894 £120 No. 2 Station.
do do ...................... 8 April, 1895 £120 No. 3 Station.
do do ...................... 9> April, 1895 £120 No. 6 Station.
do do ...................... 14 May, 1895 £120 No. 5 Station.
do do ....................... 5 Sept., 1895 £120 JNo. 4 Station.
do do ...................... 9 Oet., 1895 £120 Head-quarters.

3rd-class fireman “ B ” ...................... 6 Dec., 1895 £112 No. 7 Station.
do . do ....................... 1 Feb., 1896 £112 No. 4 Station.
do do ....................... 1 April, 1896 £112 No. 6 Station.
do do ....................... 1 April, 1896 £112 Head-quarters.
do do ...................... 7 April, 1896 £112 No. 4 Station.
do do ....................... 6 May, 1896 £112 No. 3 Station.
do do ...................... 1 July, 1896 £112 No. 7 Station.
do do ....................... 27 July, 1896 £112 Head-quarters.
do do ....................... 14 Sept., 1896 £112 Alexandria.

On probation ...................................... 25 Jan., 1897 £106 No. 3 Station.
do ...................................... 2 Feb., 1897 £106 Head-quarters.
do ...................................... 1 Mar., 1897 £106 No. 2 Station.
do ....................................... 1 April, 1897 £106 do
do ....................................... 20 April, 1897 £106 Head-quarters.
do ...................................... 5 July, 1897 £106 do
do ...................................... 19 July, 1897 £106 do
do ...................................... 19 July, 1897 £106 do
do ...................................... 1 Aug., 1897 £106 do
do ...................................... 9 Aug., 1897 £106 do
do ....................................... 9 Aug., 1897 £106 do
do ....................................... 2 Nov., 1897 £106 do

Note.—Ten members left the Brigade during the year. John McKnight retired on the 31st December, 1897, owing to old age.
Auxiliary Corps.

Thomas H. Cook...................... 4 Oct., 1893 
23 Oct., 1893David Anderson......................

David Vandine ......................
Ernest C. Evans...................... 8 July, 1895 

20 Jan., 1896
1 May, 1896
6 Aug., 1896 

10 Aug., 1896 
15 April, 1897

1 July, 1897 
24 July, 1897 
23 Not., 1897 
13 Dec., 1897

William Francis......................
Arthur G. Reeves ..................
William B. Thorpe..............
William R. Elders ..................
G-eorge Harper ......................
James McNee......................
Ambrose J. Smith .............
Harry Tuck............................
James Kehoe ......................
Stuart D. Campbell .............. 14 Dec.,' 1897

No. 5 Station, 
do

No. 6 Station, 
do

No. 5 Station.
No. 4 Station.
No. Station, 

do
No. 4 Station.
No. 6 Station.
Alexandria.
No. 2 Station, 

do 
do

Seven members of the Auxiliary Corps left during the year, and four were transferred to the permanent staff.
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APPENDIX IX.

Telephone Eire-alarms.

Fire-station to which the Alarm is connected.

No. 1 Station, .Head-quarters
it ‘ • • rr ■ •

Corner

»
15

J5

Locality of Alarm.
Approximate Distance from Station in yards.

G-eorge and Park Streets ...................
King and York Streets.......... ...........
King and Pitt Streets ......................
King and Elizabeth Streets..............
Liverpool and College Streets ..........
Oxford and Riley Streets....................
William-street and Boomerang Road
Crown and Stanley Streets ..............
Park and Elizabeth Streets ...............

440
1,010

845
810
650
845
815

1,090
320

(G-.P.O.)
In Macqnarie-street, opposite Parliament House ...........
Corner G-eorge and Barrack Streets..................................

„ Pitt and Market Streets ......................................
,, Sussex and King Streets ......................................
„ Sussex and Erskine Streets ..................................
„ Bathurst and Barker Streets ..............................
„ Elizabeth and Hay Streets ..................................

A. Hordern & Sons, George-street, Haymarket ...............
Corner Sussex and Liverpool Streets ...............................

,, Kent and Bathurst Streets ..................................
,, Market and Kent Streets ......................................
,, Market and York Streets ......................................
„ Market-street, opposite Wharf-street...................
,, George and Goulburn Streets ..............................
,, George-street and Union-lane ...............................
„ Factory and Harbour Streets (J. Bridge & Sons)
,, Erskine-street and York-lane ..............................
„ Druitt-street, opposite Weighbridge ...................
„ Bourke and Liverpool Streets .............................
„ Goulburn-street and Macquarie-street South.......
j, Riley and Reservoir Streets...................................
,, Phillip-street, near St. Stephen’s Church ...........
„ Pitt and Hay Streets..............................................

Carlton-street, Kensington Estate......................................

1,120
1,095

670
1,210
1,445

770
640
945
595
460
835
725
975
605
430
900

1,275
890

1,100
585

1,190
1,030

760
4,400

No. 2 Station, George-street West Opposite the “Tower Inn,” George-street ................
Corner Elizabeth and Devonshire Streets .................
Elizabeth-street, opposite Hordern’s stables, Redfern
Corner Regent and Cleveland Streets ........................

„ Redfern and Botany Streets............................ .
,, Abercrombic-place and Cleveland-street........
„ Abercrombie and Shepherd Streets.................
„ Cleveland-street, Darlington Road.................

Opposite Council Chambers, Darlington Road .........
Corner George-street West and Newtown Road........

„ Old Parramatta Road and Forest-street........
,, Wattle and Mary Ann Streets.........................
,, Wattle and Figg Streets ................................
„ Miller-street and Abattoirs Road ................
,, Harris and McArthur Streets ........................
,, Harris and Figg Streets ................................
,, Harris-street and Pyrmont Bridge Road
„ Harris and Bowman Streets............................
„ Matthew and Engine Streets ........................

400 
710 

1,430 
550 
980 
760 

1,100 
1,100 
1,310 

620 
1,550 

550 
.1,320 
2,080 

* 660 
1,210 
3,660 
2,210 

720

No. 3 Station, George-street North

}

„ Hunter and George Streets..............................
,, Hunter and Bligb. Streets ..............................
„ Kent and Margaret Streets ..............................

.Sussex-street North, near Grafton Wharf ..................
Corner Lang-street and Charl6tte:place ......................
Kent-street, near Gas-lane..............................................
Bssex-street, near Harrington-street.............. ...............
Comer Watson’s Road and Tipper Fort-street ..........

!> Argyle and Playfair Streets..............................
Foot Bettington-street, near China S. N. Co.’s Wharf
Comer Argyle and Kent Streets ..................................
Victoria Terrace, opposite Eye Hospital ......................
George-street North, opposite Mariners’ Church .......
Corner George-street North and Lower Fort-street ...

„ Lower Fort and Windmill Streets ..................
,, Young-street and Circular Quay......................
„ Macqnarie-street North and Circular Quay ...
„ Bridge and Macquarie Streets..........................
„ Bent and O’Connell Streets..............................
„ Bridge and Pitt Streets......................................

Pitt-street, opposite Terry’s-lane,..................................

505
735

1,540
1,365

385
1,275

220
840
320

1,010
770

1,025
330
660
905
330
795
660
560
350
770

Left open for proposed additions. ' ’

1431
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Telephone Fire-alarms—continued.

No.
of Box. Fire-station to which the Alarm is connected. Locality of Alarm. ^

Approximate 
Distance 

from Station ; 
in yards.

76 420
77 725
78 925
79 440
80 990
81 395
82 725
83 470
84 Intersection Bayswater Hoad, Barcom and Womerab. Avenues 660
85 705
86 1,475
87 2,135
88 2,885

89 Ha. 5 Station, Australia-etreet, Newtown... „ King and Hordern Streets, Newtown.......................... 605
90 „ Camden-street and Cook’s River Road, Newtown...... 650
91 Intersection of Wells-street, Cook’s River Road, and Rochford-

street, Newtown .................................................................. 1,090
92 Corner Enmore Road and Wilford-street, Newtown.............. 560
93 „ Enmore and Stanmore Roads, Newtown .................. 980
94 „ Bisliopsgate and "Wellington Streets, Newtown.......... 685
95 „ Wilson and Barren Streets, Newtown ...................... 800
90 Opposite Council Chambers, Erskineville Road, Macdonald-

town ...................................................................................... 845
97 Margaret and Ferndale Streets, Newtown .............................. 740
98 Intersection Newtown and Darlington Roads and Eorbes-

street, Newtown .................................................................. 1,235
99 Corner Toogood and Munni Streets, Erskineville .................. 1,000

100 ,, Parramatta Boad and Park-street, Camperdown......... 1,510
101 » » i> »•• „ University-street and Misscnden Road, Camperdown 1,485

102 No. 6 Station, Walker-street, North Sydney Intersection Alfred, Junction, and M'Dougal Streets.............. 550
103 Corner Alfred and Fitzroy Streets .......................................... 1,210
104 „ Blue’s Point Road and Blue-street.............................. 575
105 f) ft ff ••• „ Blue’s Point Boad and Crescent-street North .......... 1,150
106
107

» ■ ft • » Left open for proposed additions.
108 » » j, ••• Corner Miller and Ridge Streets .............................................. 790
109 „ Miller and Falcon Streets.............................................. 1,275
110 „ Miller and Amhurst Streets.......................................... 1,960
111 ,, West-street and Lane Cove Road............................... 880
112 Intersection Lane Cove Road, Willoughby Road, and Falcon-

street ..................... ................................................................ 1,750
113 Corner Military and Ben Boyd Roads...................................... 1,900
114 Intersection Military Road, Uiover, Spoft'ortk, and M‘IJher-

son Streets, Mosman.............................................................. 3,100
115 Corner Military and Avenue Beads, Mosman.......................... 6,050
116 tt ■ ft s’ V
117
118

tt • » tt L Left open for proposed additions.
119 tt tt ft J

120 No. 7 Station, Stanmore Road, Marrickville Corner Stanmore Road and Holt-street, Petersham ............... 570
121 „ Cambridge and Merchant Streets, Petersham .......... 1,100
122 „ New Canterbury Road and Fraser’s Road, Petersham 970
123 „ New Canterbury Road and Eltham-street, Petersham 1,585
124 ,, New Canterbury Road and Marrickville Road, Mar-

rickville ...................................................................... 2,200
125 „ Palace and Norwood Streets, Petersham...................... 1,200
126 „ Norton-street and Parramatta Road, Leichhardt...... 1,245
127 Council Chambers, Marrickville ............................................... 1,760
128 Corner Marrickville and Illawarra Roads, Marrickville ....... 2,375
129 „ Illawarra and Warren Roads, Marrickville ............... 3,300
130 ,, Johnston-street and Parramatta Road, Annandale ... 2,055
131 • ,, Johnston and Booth Streets, Annandale ............ . 2,870
132 tt . tt tt ,, Railway premises and Lackey-street, Summer Hill ... 2,200
133 Council Chambers, St. Peters .................................................. 3,390
134 Cook’s River Road and Railway Road, St. Peters................... 4,050
135 Corner Rose-street, and Annandale Road, Annandale........... 3,750
136 >i tt » "1

137 it it tt 1

138 tt tt tt r Left open for proposed additions. '
139 a it it |
140 it it tt J

141 400
142 500
143 880
144 > 700
145 900
146 ' 630
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Telephone Fire-alarms—continued.

No.
of Box. Fire-station to which

147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154

Woollalira,
5) 1
J> 1

>) «
* >> *

>> ’
J> ‘

the Alarm is connected. Locality of Alarm.
Approximate

Distance 
from Station; 

in yards.

Corner Old South. Head Eoad and Queen-street ............
„ Old South Head Eoad and Nelson-street ............
„ Cowper and Oxford Streets, Waverley ................
„ Ocean-street and Point Piper Eoad........................
„ South and Bay Streets ..................................... ......
„ Forth-street and Edgecliff Eoad............................
„ New South Head Eoad and Victoria Eoad............

Intersection Wolseley Eoad and Hill-street, Point Piper,

550
825

1,540
770

1,790
470

2,780
3,400

155
156
157

Waverley
JJ
J)

158
159
160

161
162

Corner Birrell and Cowper Streets, Waverley ......................
Intersection Birrell and Watson Streets, Waverley ..............

„ Penkiville-street, Burnett-street, and Bondi
Eoad, Waverley ................................................ ..................

Corner Bondi Eoad and Denham Street, Waverley ...............
Opposite Council Chambers, Bondi Eoad, Waverley..............
Intersection Flood and Anglesea Streets and Old South Head

Eoad ......................................................................................
Corner MTherson and Albion Streets, Waverley ..................
Intersection M'Pherson, Carlton, and Arden Streets, Waverley

620
1,250

1,430
2,230
1,030

1,870
660

1,190

163
164
165
166
167
168 
169

Balmain
JJ
J»
5>

3*
13

Corner Darling and McDonald Streets, Balmain ...
„ Darling and Johnston Streets, Balmain.......
„ Darling and Wise Streets, Balmain ...........
„ Darling and Cambridge Streets, Balmain ...
„ Mullens and Eeynolds Streets, Balmain.......
„ Western Eoad and Hartley-street, Balmain 
„ Eowntree and Bay Streets, Balmain ...........

660
1,830
1,170
1,610

640
1,160

900

170
171
172
173
174

Glebe
3 J 

33 
33

33 '

Glebe and Cowper Streets, Glebe ..........
Brougham and Dyndhurst Streets, Glebe
Glebe and Wigram Eoads, Glebe ...........
Glebe Eoad and Leichhardt-etreet, Glebe 
Eoss-street and Bridge Eoad, Glebe ......

340
550
870

1,300
880

175
176
177
178

North Botany
' 33

33

,, Botany Eoad and Bay-street, Botany.....
„ Botany Eoad and Stephen Eoad, Botany

Left open for proposed additions.

2,245
4,550

179
180 
181 
182

Alexandria
33

Corner Henderson Eoad and Brandling-street, Alexandria ...
„ Mitchell Eoad and Harley-street, Alexandria ...........
„ Botany Boad and M’Evoy-street, Waterloo ...............
„ Botany Eoad and Epsom Eoad, Waterloo..................

650
1,040

845
2,015

183 Waverley ,, Avoca-street, and Allison Eoad, Eandwick 2,640

APPENDIX X.



APPENDIX X.
Details of Eirea which have occurred within the Metropolitan District during the Tear ending Decemher, 1897

Date

W
he

n
di

sc
ov

er
ed Time

of
call

Locality. Name of tenant How premises 
occupied

Construction of 
premises

Origin or 
supposed cause 

of fire

Insurances

Contents Building

1897.
Frida}, 1 35 1 40 Doncaster Avenue, Ken J Barrington Private dw elling Brick, and slate Light thrown Aust Mutual, £1,0091 January p m p m smgton, Randwick roof down

Saturday, 12 45 12 50 Booth st .Camperdown Maurice Segur Paddock Paddock Bush fire None None »3 Januaiy p m p m
Sunday, 3 49 3 50 Walker street, North Unoccupied ,,

5 January a m a m Sydnej
,, 10 25 10 27 Nicholson st, Balmain Sawmill Wood and iron Smoking tobacco

a m a m
i) 10 10 10 12 10, Broughton st, Glebe Emily Field Milliner Brick, and Spark from Liverpool London,p m p m shingle roof chimnej and Globe, £50

Monday, 9 0 9 3 129, King street, City R C Hagon Merchant tailor Brick, with iron Light thiown Imperial, £1 600, Imperial, £4,500
4 Januarj p m p m roof down N Zealand,

£2,650, Phoenix
£1 400—£5,650Tuesday, 10 10 10 15 Burwood Road,Burwood NSW Go\ eminent Railway fence Fence Burning rubbish None , None5 Januaij a m a ni

8 0 .None Miller st, North S}dney Mrs Daisy Boarding house Buck, with Lamp m contact Unknownp m rec d slate roof w ith curtains■Wednesday, 12 15 12 30 Church st, Parramatta *Mmiay Bros General mei Stone, and non Light thiown Meic Mutual6 January a m a m chants roof downWednesday, 8 45 8 49 90 Princes stieet, City Owen M'Court Boarding house Buck, and iron Matches ehildien None Derwent and Ta6 January a m a m roof plajmg with mai, £700
Thursday, 1 37 1 40 May stieet, Leichhardt Unoccupied Pm ate dwelling Weatherboard, Unknown Commercial7 January a m a m and iron roof Union, £200

>) 1 37 1 40 >» >» A E Anderson Mercantile Mutual, £300a ra a m
Fuday, 1 30 1 50 Wolseley Road, Wool Paddock Bush fire

8 January p m P 111 lahra
,, 6 30 6 40 Iron Cove Bridge Bridge . . Wood and iron Light thiown n

p m p m down
Saturday, 118 11 10 Macquarie street, Parra Mrs Barton Private dwelling Brick, and Spaik from chim Unknown9 January p m p m matta shingle roof ne\
Sunday, 2 21 2 24 “Yanowya,” Sim Mrs Sarah Henry Brick, and slate Matches, careless Australian Mut10 January p m p m monds street, New town roof use of £300 £450Monday, 3 18 3 21 148 King street, New James Sutherland Tobacconist Brick, and iron Light thrown Australian Mut, Unknown11 January a m a m town roof down £25011 36 11 37 1, Bannister Lane, Margaret Daveron Pm ate dwelling >f Candlea m a m Ultimo, City

»> 1 48 1 50 Gloucester street, City Yard Light thrown Nonep m p m down
Wednesday, 910 912 Doncaster Avenue, E F Brownlow Pm ate dwelling Brick, and iron Matches, children13 January p m p m Kensington lOOf playing with
Thursday, 60 63 Cromwell street, Leich John Clark Weatherboard, Unknown £80014 January a m a m hardt and iron roof

„ 11 20 None 263, King street, New fMrs E Bowers Hairdresser and Brick, and iron Candle New Zealand,p m rec d town Tobacconist roof £250Friday, 4 22 4 25 Nithsdale street, City Unoccupied Stable Weatherboard, Unknown Unknown15 January a m a m and iron roof
„ 6 20 6 30 124, Liverpool street, Ambrose F Thompson Furniture dealer Light throw n South British,p m p m Ashfield down £300,Sunday, 11 25 11 29 Lower Fort street, City Street

17 January a in a m
,, 7 48 7 ol Phillip street Goldsbrough, Mort, & Warehouse Stone, iron, Unknownp m p m Co glass roof

Monday, 6 27 6 29 Moore street, City Open ground None18 January p m p m
10 40 10 45 Golden Grove street, Sydney Jam Co (Monta Jam factory Brick, wood, Unknown Lion. £38.650p m p m Darlington. gue Marks, Manager) and iron roof

Extent of damage, Lc Extinguished by

A small fire in back bedroom 
A quanty of grass burned 
A portion of fencing burned

Inmates, with garden hose
M F B and Leichhai dt V F 
Co with buckets of water 

M F B , with one hjdrant
A portion of woodwork burned
Fiont shop and contents severely damaged b\ file and 

water, roof partly off, 100ms at reai damaged by heat 
and w ater

A quantity of stock damaged by fire in shop

■Watchman, with buckets of 
w atei

Glebe V F Co and M F B , 
with one hjdiant

Emploj ees, with buckets of 
w ater

A portion of fencing burned 
A small fire in bedioom
A quantity of kapok damaged by fire in bedding department 
Front bedioom on ground floor severely damaged bj fire

A cottage of four rooms burned and fallen down

A portion of fencing damaged b^ fire

Burwood V F Co , with one 
hjdiant

Inmates, with buckets of 
water

Emplo}ees, with buckets of 
w ater,

IS 01 th Cit\ V F Co, with 
one hjdrant, assisted by 
M F B

Xeichhardt and Balmain V 
F Co , with one hvdiant, 
assisted by M F B

A portion of fencing burned
A portion of planking on bridge damaged b) fire
A small portion of shingle roof damaged by fire and cutting 

awaj
A portion of latitcc work on back veiandah damaged b} 

fire
Dining loom, kitchen, and shop on giound floor, with con 

tents, seierely damaged by fire and water
Small file m bedroom
A quantity of rubbish burned

A small fire in front bedroom
Small fire in stable at real of dwelling
A small quantity of stock in shop window damaged by fire 

and water 
Small fire m stable
A quantity of rubbish burned at xear of premises 
A quantity of tan bark in roadway burned

Woollahra and Wai erley V 
F Cos with one hydiam

DrummojneV F Co , with 
buckets of water

Panamatta Nos 1 and 2 V 
F Co s , with one hydrant

Inmate^, w ith garden hose
M F E , with one hydrant
Inmates, with buckets of 

water
M F B with one hydiant, 

assisted by North City V 
F Co

Inmates, with buckets of 
water

Leichhardt V F Co , w ith 
one hjdrant

Inmates, with buckets of 
watei

M F B , with buckets of
Ashfield* V F Co, with 

buckets of water
M F B , with one hydrant

A small quantity of wattle baik m basement damaged b 
fire

Burning rubbish
Water Police, with buckets 

of w ater
M F B , with one hjdrant

A building of one floor, about 48 ft x 48 ft, containing 
boiler, engines, maclnnerj, and p’ant, Ac, nearly 
burned out, and roof off

M F B , w ith two steam fire- 
engines

M05

CJL'

* Previous fires—1 May, 1894, 3 May, 1894. t F Bowers slightly burned on the left hand



Details of Fires which hare occurred within the Metropolitan District—continued.

Bate.

T3
c £0) <u Time

of
all

Locality. Name of tenant How premises Construction of Origin or 
supposed cause 

of fire

Insurances
Extent of damage, &c. Extinguished by^ 8 occupied premises

Buildingta
•B

Contents

1897 
Mondai,

18 January
10 50 1110 203, Regent street, Red A F Jackson Undertaker Brick, and iron Unknown Colonial Mutual, £1,260. Workshop over stables, m rear of premises, shghtlj Inmates and M F B , with
p m p ni fern roof damaged by fire and water buckets of water

Tuesday, 7 ^0 7 55 376, Kent street, City Eagle Tobacco Co (W Tobacco factory In several offices, £26,500 A building of fom floois, about 72 ft x 105 ft, containing 
alaige quantity of machinerj, tobacco, &c , three top 
floors nearly burned out, and roof off , contents of lowei 
fiooi verj severelj damaged bj water

M F B , with six steam fixe
19 January a m a ni Fallows, Secretarj) engines, assisted by V F 

Co’s

>> u 237 and 239, Clarence »» » A building of four floors and basement, about 54 ft x 49 ft , >> >»street, City

Portmanteaux

two upper floors neaily burned out, and most of roof oft 
contents of two lower floors and basement severelj 
damaged by water

,, 374, Kent street, City Manok and Renkert Comm Union, Unknown . A small quantitv of stock on first floor slightlv damaged bj n >»manufacturers £400 water
,, 24, Market street, Citj John Molonj Saddlers and non Brick, with iron n • United, £500 Roof of kitchen damaged by fire and cutting aw ay , contents )> ,,

mongers ovei shingle 
roof

Weatherboard,
under damaged by water

10 20 10 25 Keating st Rookwood Andrew Stollen Private dwelling Burning rubbish None None A fire in grass paddock . Neighbours, with [buckets
a m a m and iron iouJ of water
1 40 1 42 134, Weston Road, Bal H J Bourne Buck, and iron Light thrown A small fire in bedroom Balmain V F Co , with
p m p in mam roof down buckets of water

Wednesday, 4 0 4 6 Livingstone Road, Mar Henry Eventt Brick, and slate Matches, careless }} A small fire in back bedroom Inmates, with buckets of
20 Januaiy p m p m rickville roof us® of v\ atei
Thursday, 18 1 9 69, Abei crombie place, 

City
Michael Toohes Produce merchant Brick, and Unknown Alliance, £150 Alliance, £150 A bui ding of one floor, and loft about 30 ft x 70 ft, con M £ B , with two hjdrants

21 Januai} a in a in shingle roof taming a large quantity of fodder, severely damaged by 
fire and water , roof burned off

12 30 12 35 6, Neill street, Leich William Russell Paddock Paddock Bush Fire None None A portion of fencing damaged by fire Inmates and neighbours,
P m p m hardt with buckets of water

>> >> Robert Carr Pn\ ate dwelling Weatherboard, 
and iron roof

n Content* of back bedroom, also workshop, damaged by fire ,, ,,
and water

Friday, 12 55 12 58 9, Hunter street, City *Mrs Mulley Milliner Brick, and iron Lamp, curtains in Unknown A small fire in a bedroom Inmates and M F B , with
22 Januarj a m a m . roof contact with buckets of water

Mondaj 1 0 1 7 129, Botany Road, tlsabella Barton Pawnbroker Brick, w eathcr Unknown Imperial, £600 Front shop and dining room with contents, on ground M F B , with one steam fire
25 Januaiy a in a ni Waterloo board, and floor, severely damaged by fire and water, looms on engine, and one hydrant,

non roof fiist fiooi, with contents nearly burned out assisted b\ V F Co s
Tuesday, 3 10 3 26 12, Paik street, City Gilbert and Christensen Restaurant] Brick and state Ov erheating stove Mercantile Unknown A small portion of fiooi mg damaged bj fire, ceiling under M F B , with hand pump

26 Januarj p m p ni roof Mutual, £ damaged bj watei
Wednesday, 8 0 87 5, Wilmot street, City Adam Denrico Private dwelling Brick, and iron Overheating None ,, Lining boards of ceiling in bedroom ovei kitchen damaged ,, ,,
27 January a m a m lOOf stove pipe b> fiie

9 13 9 16 68, Bourke street, City M A Murraj Boarding house Kerosene lamp, Australian n Rooms on fiist floor and contents se erely damaged by fire M F B , w ith one hj drant
p m p m upsetting of Mutual, £500 smoke, and water, rooms under and contents damaged 

by watei
Thursdaj, 80 8 10 Frederick street, Rock John MacClure Private dwelling Brick, and slate Gas bracket None Mercantile Cottage of foui rooms and contents slightly damaged by fire Inmates, with buckets of

28 January p m p in dale roof Mutual, £350 and water w ater

8 42 8 47 333, Kent street, City George Short and Son Bookbinders Brick, and iron Unknow n South British, Unknown Portion of stock on second floor sev erely damaged by fire M F B , with one hjdiant
p m p m roof £1,100 and water, rest of contents damaged by smoke

ManchesterManufactur Merchant tailors >} Scottish Union, 
£200 , Imperial,

Stock on third floor shghtlj damaged bj smoke ,, ,,
ing Co

£700—£900
n ,, David Moseley & Co Indiarubber mci }i ,, Royal, £5,500 ,, Stock on first floor slightly damaged by water ,, ,,

chants
>> J} >» j> Cadbury Bros Cocoa manufac }} ,, N Q’nsland,£750, ,, Stock on ground fiooi shghtlj damaged bj water ,, ,

turers Coml Union,£750, 
Victoria, £500— 
£2,000

10 40 10 46 42, Little Albion street, Mrs Kelhon Private dw elling t Light thrown is one ,, A small fire in basement Inmates, with buckets of
p m p m City down water

Friday, 4 10 4 15 Corrunna Road, Mars JG R MeMinn Weatherboard, Unknown Mercantile >» • A weatheiboard cottage of five rooms and contents burned Burned itself out
29 January a ni a m field andiron roof Mutual, £240 and fallen down

Burwood V F Co, withSaturdaj, 3 28 3 30 Belmore street, Bui John F Toohey Paddock Light thrown None . None . A portion of fencing burned
SO January p m p m wood down one Hj drant

80 8 4 10, Campbell st, Citj’’ Thomas Millor Tobacconist Brick, and iron Gas bracket National of New Unknown A small fire in bedroom . Inmates, with buckets of
p m p m roof Zealand, £100 water

Supdii}, 12 12 12 13 508, Elizabeth street, Richard Lee ........ Grocer >} Light thiown South British, » • A quantitv of stock m shop window damaged by fire and M F B , w ith one h j drant.
31 January a m a m Citj down £950 water, window broken

£ JIrg Mull^ glightlj burned about the hands, and attended to bj neighbours f Jessie Deloheiy, a^ed 17 years, burned to death An inquest \vcs subsequently held, at >\hich the following \ erdict was returned .—“Jessie Deloherj met her
death by burning, but there is no evidence to shov how the fire originated ” X Outside M 1< B area

o:
ai



Details of Fires which have occurred within the Metropolitan District—continued.

Date
cj Time

Locality Name of tenant How premises Construction of Origin or 
supposed cause of 

fire

Insurances
Extent of damage, Ac Extinguished bjof occupied premises

'5
Call Contents Building

1897
Sunday,

31 Januaij
12 0 121 Salisbuiy street, Horae Paddock Paddock Light thiown None None Small fire in grass paddock Ashfield V F Co, with one

noon p m bush down hjdrant
134 1 35 325, Cleveland street, John Nicholjohn Private dwelling Brick and slate Defective flue ,, A small portion of roof damaged bj fire M t B , >» ith buckets of
p m p m Redfern roof w ater

Monday, 11 0 113 Callan Park, Balmain NSW Government Asylum Garden Burning rubbish „ ,, A quantity of rubbish burned in gaiden Balmain and Drummojne
1 Tebi uarj p m p m V B Cos, with one 

hydrant
M F B w th one hj drantTuesda%, 12 10 12 13 Alfred street, Noith II H B Bradley Paddock Matches children Unknown Unknow n A portion of fencing buined

2 Februaij p m p m Sydney playing with
3 20 3 24 Wolseley Road, Wooll „ Light thiown None None Small fire in grass paddock Waveiley and Woollahia Vp m p m ahra Brick, and slate

down F Co s with one bj diant
8 30 None 25o, Kent street, City Mrs \ Sc\es Laundrj Candle „ Unknown Small file m fiont loom on ground floor Inmates with buckets of
p m rec d roof

Wednesday 00 6 5 12, Victoria street, Pad ♦George Gilchrist Private dwelling Brick and iron ,, Commercial Small fire in fro it bedroom Paddington No 1 V F Co ,
3 Febiuarj a m a m dmgton lOOf Union, £175

12 40 12 47 Crcycliff, Vaucluse fj Robinson, caretaker ,, Stone and Bush fire United, £4,009 A dwelling ot s xteen rooms burned out and roof off M F B , Wav erlej, Wool
p m p m shingle roof lahra and other V F 

Cos, with one manual
Satuida^, 1 30 1 44 Janett street, Leich Frederick Rath Worl shop Wood, and non Light thiown None Unknow n Small rubbish fiic in workshop Lcidihardt V L Co , with

6 lebiuarv p m p m haidt roof down
,, 3 14 None 76 Mary street, Sum Ilausman & Co Boot factorj Weatherboard, Spark from chim Unknow n ,, Small file on roof Standard Bi ew ei yemploj ee5*,

p m reed Hills and iron roof ne\ with private hydrant,, 4 45 4 50 Prospect load, Ashfield Mrs W T Atkins School Paddock Light thrown ,, ,, Grass in paddock burned, also a pcition of fencing damaged M F B with, buckets of
p m p m

Wood, and non
down by fire water

Sunday, 12 25 12 30 Wharf street, Hunter s fHarbert Manning Private dwelling Unknown S British Sheds at re^r of dwelling burned and fallen down Bah lam and Drummoyne
7 February P 111 p m Hill

Garden
V B Co s, v ith one 
hydiant

,, 12 30 12 35 Roslj n Gardens, Dai Hon A J Gould Burning rubbish Unknown „ A smah portion of garden fencing damaged bj fire M F B , with one hydiant_p m p m linghui st
7 10 7 15 Garun Cottage Ridge Helen Medcalf }J Weatherboard, Spark from flic None Aust Mutual,£100 Back kitchen and contents sli0htlj damaged b) fire and
p m p m street, North Sidney & shingle roof pi ICC w ater w ater

Mondaj 12 30 12 52 Cl andos street, North Paddock Light thrown ,, None Small fiie in paddock M 1 B , with one hj drant
8 lebiuaiy p m p ra Sjdney Wcatheiboard

down
Tuesday, 9 24 9 25 Church st, Rooky ood Gilliver and Curtis Office Unknown ,, ,, An office about 15 ft x 30 ft, with contents severely Rookwood V F Co , with

9 Fcbruaiy a m a m and non loot
Australam

damaged by fiie and watei one hjdiant12 35 12 37 233, George sheet, Citj Maigaiet Reillj, “Brooklyn Hotel’ Buck and non Spaik from Unknov n Roof of kitchen on second floor and wood lining aiound
p m p ni Licensed victualler lOOf chimney Mutual, £400 watei tanl , slightly damaged bj hie and cutting away w ater

Wednesday, 6 30 6 33 231, George stieet, City Unoccupied Stone brick, Spaik fiom None Scottish Union, About 30 feet of gutteung and roof lining together with M F B , wifh one hydrant
10 Febiuaij a m a m (Late Sydney and Melbourne Coffee Palace ) and non xoof another fire £2,033 poition of fiooi mg partitions and ceilings of thicc rooms

on third fiooi, damaged bj file and cutting away , walU 
of two looms undei slightly damaged by water

Thursdaj, 1 40 1 45 Cionnulla street, Hurst A Tapsell Private dwelling Weatherboard, Hot ashes „ Commercial Shed at reai of piemises buined and fallen down Inmates with buckets of
11 Ftbruaij a m a m Mile and iron i oof Union, £120 water

Fndaj 6 0 68 Walker stieet, Noith Charles Matthew s Paddock Light thrown None A portion of fencing burned m paddock M F B , with one hydrant12 Februarj p m p m Sydney down
Mercantile10 10 10 24 Bray stieet, Concord Joaeph Johnston Private dwelling Buck, weathei Keiosene limp, Mercantile A cottage of six roon s with contents burned and fallen

p m p m board, and 
iron roof

Explosion of Mutual, £50
None

Mutual, £250
Unknown

down Ashfield V JT Cos, with 
manual engine

” ” ■ ” Henry Millwood ” ” 5J A cottage of six rooms and part of contents burned and 
fallen down

Satui day, 2 10 2 12 Rear of 717 George E J Smith Engineer Brick, with Spark from Unknowra A portion of shingle roof damaged by fire Neighbours, with garden
13 Feb p in p m street City shingle loot chimney

,, 12 42 12 45 Leichhardt street. G Fisher Gieengrocer Weathei board, Light thrown None None A portion of fencing damaged by fire at rear of premises Neighbouis, with bucketsp m p ra Wa\ erlej non roof down of watei„ 12 30 12 oO Ashfield Park, Ciojdon, Harold Macdonald Paddock ,, ,, „ A small fire in paddock M F B , with one hj drant
p m p ra Ashfield and volunteers

- » 2 oO 2 55 Hyde Park, City Hjdc Paik » n A quantity of grass burned in park MFB
9 40 9 50 64, Elizabeth street, JGeorge Lenton Greengrocer Brick and Candle >» Unknown Contents of front bedioom on fiist floor shghtlj damaged Inmates, with buckets of
p m p m Waterloo shingle roof by fire

Sundaj, 8 20 8 26 42, Pitt street, Citj Rabone, Feez, & Co Merchants Brick, and Unknown Phoenix, £3,000 New Zealand, Sev eial cases of presen ed meat damaged by fire and water MFB, with one hydiant
14 Feb p m p m iron roof £4,200 on first floor of w alehouse, fiont door bioken open

* Geo Gilchnst, aged 40 j ears, and Sarah Gilchrist, aged 45 s ears, slightly buined about the hands, attended to at home t Outside M F B area t Mary Garvey, aged 21 j ears, seveiely burned about the hands, face, and neck
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Details of Fires which have occurred within the Metropolitan District—continued.

Date.

r Whe
n 

|

| d
isc

ov
er

ed
, i

Time
of

call.

1897.
. Sunday, 1056 10-58

14 Feb.- p.m. p.m.
Monday, 12-30 12-40
15 Feb. a.m. a.m.

» 6-0 6-27
p.m. p.m.

Tuesday, 5-30 5-45
16 Feb. a.m. a.m.

• •>> 12-15 12-19
p.m. p.m.

i> 12-50 12-59
p.m. p.m.

» 1-0 1-5
p.m. p.m.
4-0 4-3

p.m. p.m.
» 5-50 5-54

p.m. p.m.
Wednesday, 10-52 10-57

17 Feb. p.m. p.m.
Thursday, 8-0 8-3

18 Feb. p.m. p.m.
Friday, 12-45 12-47
19 Feb. p.m. p.m.

Saturday, 1-15 None
20 Feb. a.m. reed.

n 9-20 9-25
p.m. p.m.

Sunday, 1-50 1-52
21 February. a.m. a.m.

2-40 2-47
a.m. a.m.
2-40 2-47
a.m. a.m

Monday, 11-0 11-2
22 February. a.m. a.m.

1-10 1-27
p.m. p.m.

,, 4-40 4-45
p.m. p.m.
9-40 9-44
p.m. p.m.

Tuesday, 7-0 7-5
23 February. p.m. p.m.
Wednesday, 11-27 11-29
24 February. a m. a-m.

,, 60 6-30
p.m. p.m.

Thursday ■5-43 5-45
25 February. a.m. a.m.

2-55 3-1
p.m. p.m.
11-59 None
p.m. rec’d.

Friday, 7-40 7-44
26 February. p.m. p-m.

Saturday, 7*50 •None
27 February. a.m. rec’d.

11-50 11-54
a.m. a.m.

Locality.

223, Castlereagh-street, 
City.

At Dalton’s Wharf, 
the Harbour.

Cascade-street, Pad
dington.

Ferry-road^Glebe........

Hyde Park, City ........
George-Street, Camper

down.
Flinders-street, City -..
Shaftesbury-road, Bur

wood.
Elizabeth-street, City ..
210, Elizabeth-street, 

City.
40, Ada-street, Ultimo, 

City.
Lower Fort-street, City
Darling Eoad, Arncliffe, 

Kockdaie.
8, Bowdon-terrace, Bow- 

den-street, Woollahra
Carrington Eoad, 

Waverley.
223, Parramatta Road, 

Petersham.
220, Parramatta Road, 

Petersham.
Livingstone Road, 

Marrickville.
Cooper'Estate, Folly 

Point, North Sydney.
Erskineville Road, 

Erskineville.
207Oxford-street, City

Name of tenant. How premises 
occupied.

J. Ferguson ............... Private dwelling.
* Steam lighter, “ Azalea.”

Vacant land
Glebe Rowing Club (Wm. Allen, 

caretaker).
Park......
Paddock .

fMrs. Isaac Hunter .... 
Walter Lambert ........

W. Hoffmann...............
John Kelly..................

{Mary Flannery, licensed 
victualler.

Michael F. Mullins .... 
M'Cauley & Co.............

Henry Field

Cemetery ........
Restaurant........
Private dwelling..
Open street........
Private dwelling..

“Oxford Hotel”..

Coachbuilder.... 
Pianoforte tuners
Paddock ...........
Bush..................
Paddock ...........
Soapmaker........

Johnston, street, Annan
dale.

Pier-street, Darling 
Harbour, City. 

Government Store, 
Clyde.

Birrell-street, Waverley.

N. S. W. Government.. 
Railway Commissioners 
Chas. Jersey...............

Vacant ground ..
Railway Depart

ment.
Sheds ...............
Private dwelling

Kingsclair Road, Alex
andria.

Concord Road, Concord. §Elizabeth Albot
Paddock ...........
Private dwellings

243, King-street, New
town.

182, Abattoirs Road, 
Pyrmont.

Alien-street, Leichharat

Joseph Warick...........
TTJohn Young...............
Mr. Moss, caretaker....

Grocer...............
Private dwelling.. 
Cemetery ........

Construction of 
premises.

Origin or 
supposed cause' 

of fire. '

Insurances. .

Contents. Building.

Brick and iron 
roof.

Wood ........... Spark from fur
nace fire.

Burning rubbish..
Weatherboard, 

and iron roof.
Com. Union, £600

Light thrown 
down.

>> »> ♦♦

>> >> • •
Overheat of stove

pipe.
Brick, and iron 

roof.
S. British, £150.. N. Zealand, £500.

Light thrown 
down.

Weatherboard, 
and iron roof.

Brick, and iron 
roof.

Wood and iron, 
with iron roof.

Kerosene lamp, 
upsetting of. 

Light thrown 
down.

Commercial
Union, £125.

South British, 
£125.

Light thrown 
down.

Brick, and iron 
roof.

South British, 
£150.

Light thrown 
down

Spark from loco
motive

Yard ...........

Stone, and iron 
roof.

Liverpool, London 
and Globe, £

Light thrown 
down

Wood, and iron 
roof

Brick and slate
Weatherboard, 

and iron roof. 
Open ground ..

Matches, children 
playing with. 

Light thrown 
down. .

Extept of damage, &c. Extinguished by

Small fire in bedroom.........................................................
Wooden bulkhead underneath part of dock and hatchway, 

together with wood lining of engine-room, damaged by 
fire.

Burning rubbish ...............................................................
Boat-shed, about 40 ft. x 60 ft., of two floors, with con

tents, consisting of a number of boats, burned and fallen

Inmates, with buckets of 
water, assisted by M.F.B.

M.F.B., assisted by citizens 
with hand-pump and 
buckets of water.

M.F.B., with buckets of 
water.

M.F.B. and Glebe Vol. F. 
Co., with one hydrant. ’

down.
A quantity of grass burned in park M.F.B., beating out.

Grass burned in paddock M.F.B., with one hydrant.

A quantity of grass burned in cemetery

Padd.'No. 2 Vol. F. Co., 
by beating out.

Burwood and Ashfield V. F.
Co’s., assisted by M.F.B. 

M.F.B., with one hydrant.

Back room on first floor with contents severely damaged 
by fire. .

Small fire in bedroom.........................................................
A quantity of tan bark in roadway damaged by fire ........

Inmates, with buckets of 
water.

M.F.B., with one hydrant.

A cottage of four rooms and contents burned out and 
fallen down.

Small fire in kitchen on ground floor..................................
A stable, about 60 ft. x 12 ft., and contents at rear of pre

mises severely damaged by fire; two horses burned to 
death.

Workshop and contents slightly damaged by fire and water.

Burned itself out.
Neighbours, with buckets 

of water.
Waverley, Woollahra, and 

Paddington V.F. Co’s., 
with one hydrant.

M.F.B., with one hydrant.

(Both buildings adjoining.) 
A quantity of grass burned in paddock ...
Bush fire..................................................

M.F.B. and neighbours, 
with buckets of water. 

M.F.B., by beating out.

A quantity of grass burned in paddock M.F.B., with one hydrant.

Shop and contents severely damaged by fire, heat, smoke, 
and water.

A quantity of shavings on vacant ground burned.

Paddington No. 2 V.F. Co., 
with one hydrant, assisted 
by M.F.B.

M.F.B., with one hydrant.

A quantity of grass burned in rear of goods shed Employees.
Small quantity of timber in yard damaged by fire ...........
A weatherboard outhouse at rear of premises slightly dam

aged by fire
Small grass fire in paddock...............................................
A slab hut of rooms with contents burned and fallen down

Granville V.F. Co., with one. 
hydrant.

Inmates and Police, with 
buckets of water. 

AlexandriaM.F.B., with one 
hydrant.

Burned itself out.

Small fire in kitchen on ground floor ...............................
Front bedroom on ground floor with contents severelj' 

damaged by fire and water.
A small portion of cemetery fencing damaged by fire........

Inmates, assisted by M. F. B., 
with hand-pump.

Inmates and neighbours, ' 
with buckets of water.

Leichhardt V.F. Co., with 
one hydrant.

* Outside M.F.B. area. t Previous fire, 23rd January, 1893. t George Eagleton, aged 19 years, burned to death. An inquest was held on the 22nd instant, at which an open verdict was returned. § Elizabeth Albot, widow, age 62years, 
slightly burned about the hands and body. ^ Margaret Ellen Young, aged 35 years, married, slightly burned on the left arm. Baby girl, aged fourteen days, severely burned about the head and arms; both treated at the Sydney Hospital.
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Details of Fires which have occurred within the Metropolitan District—continued.

Date. § § Time
of

call.
Locality. Name of tenant. How premises Construction of Origin or 

supposed cause of 
fire.

Insurances
Extent of damage, &c. Extinguished by§ P occupied. premises.

'3 Contents. Building.

1897
Sunday, 310 3-11 Engine street, City ... N.S W. Government . Railway siding Light thrown None .......... None . A small poition of fencing damaged by fire . MFB, with buckets of28 February p m p m down. w ater.Monday, 11 45 11 50 Hcaly street, Padding T. Bioughton .......... Paddock .......... ,, ,, . .. ..... ,, ........... ,, ,, ,, ............... Paddington (No. 1) V F.1 March a m. a m ton

12 5 12 20 Botany Road, Botany Pnvate dwelling Weatheihoard, 
and shingle

Spark fiom chim 
ncy.

Small portion of shingle roof damaged by fire and cutting 
aw ay.

Noith Botany V F Co., 
w ith buckets of w ater.P m ID m

9 2 9 3 84, Glebe Road, Glebe Dr. Walker Smith ... Weatherboard, Unknown ....... Unknoivn. Phoenix. Stable at rear of dwelling, with contents, slightly damaged 
by fire Pony severely burned. Glebe V F. Co , assisted bypm. p m and iron roof.

Candle . M lf B , with one hydrant.*■ ,, 9 40 9 54 42, Cameron street, Cornelius O’Brien .. Greengrocer ,, None . Australian A weatherboard cottage of three rooms and kitchen, with M F.B , with one hydrant,p m p m. Paddington. Mutual, £100 contents, burned and fallen down. assisted by several V.F. 
CoysThursday, 9 36 9 40 Belmore Road, Rand- Klein and Purssey Giocers . Brick, and slate Light thrown Office unknown, Unknown . .. Few empty cases damaged by fire . . ..

4 March p m a m. \uck roof down. £•200.
Fuday,

5 March.
30 3 15 Chm ch-st, Parramatta J E. Kelly ............... Brick, and iron 

roof.
Unknown A quantitv of groceries damaged by fire in shop, stock 

damaged by smoke and watei. Pairamatta V. F Co’s 1 
and 2, with buckets of 
wateiS\ aterloo V F Co , assisted

a m a m
Satui day, 1 58 2 1 52, Schimel-street, Unoccupied . Puvatc dwelling >> ■ • • None . Meicantile A cottage of five rooms burned out, and lOOf fal’en in.
»G Maich. a.m a m Waterloo.

Weatheihoard,
Mutual, £200 by MFB, with one 

hydiant.,, „ 50, Schimel street, Daniel Mangan .... ,, „ . . Mercantile City Mutual, £150 Attic bedroom and contents seveiely damaged by fiie and
Waterloo. and iron roof Mutual, £50. water, roof fallen in, contents of thiee rooms on ground 

floor damaged by w ater.
„ 54, Schimel-street, Henry Halford........... Greengrocer Brick, and iron ,, None . Meicantile Roof slightly damaged by file, wood ceiling on fiist fiooi

Waterloo. lOOf Mutual, £70 damaged by fite and cutting away. ’
,, .. 48, Schimel street, Unoccupied ... . Private dwelling ,, ., ... . . None . .. Fiont door damaged by fire ....... .

Wateiloo. ’
12 1 12 19 Parkway, Petersham Cemetery . Cemeteiy .. Spark from loco 

motii e.
A quantity of grass burned .......... ... . M.F B , with one hydrant.p m p m.

,, 4 50 4 55 107, Regent-street, R Loyad ............... Stable . . Wood, and iron Unknown .... „ .................. „ ... A small poition of wooden paitition and a quantity of Neighbours,assistedbyM F.
Sunday,

p m p m Newtown. roof. stiaw slightly damaged by fiie
10 None 85, Wells st, Newtown W. Brunt ........... Pnvate dwelling Weatherboard, ,, .... Australian Mutual, £350............ A small portion of lining boards in kitchen on giound

7 March a m rec’d and iron roof floor slightlv damaged by fire watei„ 3 45 3 48 1, M‘Dougall st., North Catherine Murray Boaiding house Brick, and non Light thrown None None............... Front bedroom and contents on fast floor slightly damaged Inmates and police, assisteda in a m Sjdney. roof. down. by fire and water. by MFB, with buckets 
of w atei,, 2 24 Crow n street, City Public School.... » » ,, ,, ... A quantity of glass and portion of fencing damaged by file Paddington No 2 V F Co ,

Monday,
p m m school y ard with one hydiant10 14 10 15 Devonshue street, Citj Cemetery . ... Cemetery ,, ,, »» • • ■ ,, . A quantity of grass burned and a small poition of fencing MFB, with one hydiant.8 March a m a m. damaged bv fire.

7 5 7 11 Engine stieet, City ... Wood, and iron 
roof.

Unknown .. A shed about 10 ft. by 10ft. buined and fallen dow n ...
p m p m ” ”

80 none 15, Pitt-street, Redfern Mary7 Jane Barber . Pnvate dwelling.. Brick, and
shingle roof

Candle............ Window curtain in back bedioom on giound floor damaged
p.m iec’d by fiie. w atei.„ 9 30 Spring street, Rockdale *John Huegill .... „ . Weatherboard, Upsetting of kero Mercantile Mutual, £150. Curtain burned and lining boaid slightly damaged hyr fire,

Tuesday,
9 March.

p m
1 59 f „ .............

and iron roof. sene lamp. in front room, on ground floor
A four roomed cottage, with contents, burned out and 

fallen down
Burned itself out.a m ” ” ” ”

„ 815 818 121, Paddington-street, 
Paddington.

Thos Murnane . .. ,, . brick, and iron Gas-bracket . . None . . . . Unknow n . Window frame and cui tains damaged by fire in kitchen, on Inmates and neighbours,a.m a m
Stable . ...

roof.
Unknowm ...

giound floor. with buckets of watei.9 52 
a m.
8 20

9 54 296, Pitt street, City Samuel Walder ....... Wood and iron *> ......... None Side of stable and contents slightly damaged by fiie.
8 26 44 Raper street, New- Jas. Sainty ....... . Filiate dwelling Weatherboard, Spark from chim- Australian Mu- Australian Mu Contents of back bedroom, on fiist fiooi, slightly damaged

p m p m. town. and iron roof ney. tual, £100. tual, £200. by fiie and water.
Wednesday, 

* 10 March.
7 54 7 55 90, Ehzabeth-stieet,

Waterloo
Brick, and iron

lOOf
Candle .... None . ... Norwich Union Contents of back bedroom, on ground fiooi, slightly 

damaged by fire Inmates, with buckets of 
wateip m p m

Paddock ..„ 815 8 23 Wy combe Road, Neutral Clarence Bridge . .. Paddock .. Light thiown ,, . None .. .. A small portion of fencing damaged by bush fire at rear of M F B , by beating out.
p m p*ni Bay, North Sydney* down premises

Thursday, 3 50 4 0 48, Taylor-street, John W Holland .... Private dwelling Weatheihoard, Unknown .. . Liveipool, London and Globe, £150 A cottage of six rooms with contents buined and fallen
11 Maich. a m a m. Annandale. and iron roof down engine and one hydrant„ ,, 46, Taylor street, 

Annandale.
Mr. W. Raybould ... >t Brick, and iron Royal, £75 . Royal, £325 . Back bedroom and contents on first floor damaged bv fii e and

roof. water. Rooms on first floor and contents damaged by 
water.

♦ Subsequent fire, 9th March, 1897. t Prewous fire, 8th March, 1897.
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Details of Fires which have occurred within the Metropolitan District—continued.

Date.

W
he

n *
di

sc
ov

er
ed

, j

Time
of

call.
Locality.

1897. .
" Friday, 5-32 5-35 G. P.O., Pitt-street, City.
12 March. a.m. a.m.

12-30 12’35 207, Castlereagh-street,
p.m. p.m. City.

„ 11-30 11-38 2, Mary-street, Surry
Sunday,

p.m. p.m. Hills.
2'35 2 39 7, 8, 9, Erskine-street,

14 March. p.m. p.m. City.

Sunday, 4-25 4-30 Garden-st., Alexandria..14 March. p.m. p.m.
,, 5*10 5’36 Phillip-st., Alexandria..

p.m.
5-5

p.m.
5-7 Junction-st,, Ashfield ..

Monday,
p.m. 
2’30

p.m.
2’40 Dudley-st., Randwick..15 March. a m. a.m.

Tuesday, 2 10 2’15 Rocky Point Road,16 March. p.m p.m. Rockdale.Wednesday, 12-0 12-2 37 Castlereagh-st., City.17 March, m’n’t. a.m.
,, 3-55 4-0 Elswick-st., Petersham..

Wednesday,
a.m.
2-35

a.m.
2 40 41, Elizabeth-street,17 March. p.m. p.m. City.Friday, 11-55 12* 1 Flood-street, Leichhardt19 March. p.m. a.m.

the
18th.

110 115 74, Union-street, Pyr-
a.m. a.m. mont, City.

, 11-0 None 21, O’Connor-street, off
p.m. rec’d. Abercrombie - street,

Saturday, 714
City.

Cecil-street, Paddington20 March. 
Sunday, 1-55

p.m.
2 0 Burwood Road, Bur-21 March. a.m. a.m. wood.

>• >>

-
12-45

>9

1-22

)» >i

476, Oxford-st., Wooll-
p.m. p.m. ahra.

Monday, 5-55 5-57 155, Clarence-st., City..22 March. p.m. p.m.
Tuesday, 9-15 9’30 19, Norfolk-street, Pad-23 March. p.m. p.m. dington.

Name of tenant.

Theresa Cox ., 
Aaron Marks ., 
Potts and Paul

Railway Commissioners

Alfred Took .., 
^A. E. Turner ... 
Thomas Clarke . 
C. Ramacciotti .

How premises 
occupied.

G.P.O...............

Restaurant........
Private dwelling’. 
Ship chandlers ..

Coggan and Strickett.. 
tGeo. W. Ncttleton .

Warburton and Son 

{Frank White........

Alexander Milne ..

Silas Keene...........

A. F. Jackson __
J. Bryant...............
F. H. Muston........

S. F. Leigh & Co. ... 
Robert Frazer ......

Yard................
Shed................
Private dwelling.

Signwriters work
shop.

Paddock ...........
House Decorators.

’Bus proprietor 
sheds.

Wood and Coal 
Merchants.

Private dwelling.

Paddock ...........
Boot shop ........

Butcher ...........

Hairdresser........
“ Freemason’s 

Hotel.”
Dyer and cleaner

Printers ...........
Private dwelling..

Construction of 
premises.

Stone, and slate 
roof. .

Stone, and iron 
roof.

Brick, and iron 
roof.

Brick, and iron 
roof. •

Origin or 
supposed cause 

of fire.

Electric light 
wires (short cir
cuit of).

Defect in flue.... 
Candle..............

Wood and iron. 
Garden.......
W’board, and 

iron roof. 
Brick, and iron 

roof.

Paddock
Brick, and

shingle roof 
Wood, iron, 

with iron roof

Erick, wood, 
and iron roof

Brick, and iron 
roof.

Paddock ...
Weatherboard, 

and iron roof.

Brick, and iron 
roof.

Brick, and slate 
roof.

Spontaneous igni
tion.

Light thrown 
down.

Stove ; over
heating of. 

Matches; children 
' playing with. 

Unknown ....

Insurances.

Contents.

None.

Bush fire., 
Unknown
Matches; boys 

playing with. 
Spark from chim

ney.
Unknown ........

Light thrown 
down.

Candle

Light thrown 
down.

Gas bracket ..

Burning rubbish

Unknown .......
Gas bracket ...,

Aust. Mut., £2,000 
Phconix, £5,000; 
Victoria, £2,000; 
Norwich Union, 
£1,000 ; Mere. 
Mutual, £1,000; 
Sun, £1,250; 
Liv., Lon. and 
Globe, £2,000— 
'£14,250.

None................

Unknown

Building.

Norwich Union ., 
Unknown .......
South British, 

£1,600; Norwich 
Union, £1,600; 
Derwent and 
Tamar, £900-- 
£4,100.

Unknown
Australian Mutual, £200. 

Mercantile Mutual, £350.
Unknown .AustralianMutual,£200.

None ............... None........
Unknown

Mercantile Mutual, £550 ; Com
mercial Union, £450—£1,000.

Comm. Union, 
£450.

City Mutual, £200

City Mutual, 
£1,5(30.

None................

None........

Unknown

None.
Mere. Mutual, 

£300.

None.

.Unknown

In several offices. 
None.................. Unknown

Extent of damage, &c.

A portion of flooring in letter sorting room on first floor 
damaged by fire and cutting away.

Bed and bedding damaged by fire in room at rear of 
premises.

Small fire in bedroom on second floor ..........................
A quantity of rubbish on ground floor of store burned.

A quantity of empty cases damaged by fire ................
Contents of shed slightly damaged by fire ...................
A small fire in garden....................................................
A portion of lining and weatherboards of house slightly 

damaged by fire. ‘
A portion of fencing burned in garden...............................
A building about 20 x 50 feet, first floor containing a quantity 

of painters materials, &c., severely damaged by fire.
Rubbish fire ......................................................................
A portion of shingle roof damaged by fire and cutting away
A building of two floors, about 30 x 30 feet, used as a 

fodder and harness room, &c., containing a quantity of 
fodder and several sets of harness burned, and fallen 
down. Shed, building adjoining, together with five 

%’busse9, severely damaged by fire. One horse burned to 
death.

A building of two floors and basement, about 18 ft. x 24 ft;., 
containing a quantity of sailmakers’ canvas, materials, 
&c., nearly burned out.

Contents of front bedroom on ground floor damaged by fire

Burning rubbish ..........................................................
Front shop, about 20 x 20 ft., and contents burned and 

fallen down ; rooms at rear and contents very severely1 
damaged by fire and water.

Front shop, about 20 x 20 ft., with contents, burned out and 
roof off; rest of building and contents very severely 
damaged by fire and water.

Gable end of building severely damaged by heat...............
Gable end of building damaged by fire...............................
A small portion of roofing damaged by fire and cutting 

away; ceiling under damaged by water.
A quantity of rubbish burned on fourth floor................
Small bedroom fire.......................................................

Extinguished by

M.F.B., with lozer pump.

Inmates, with buckets of 
water.

M.F.B., with buckets of 
water.

M.F.B., with one hydrant.

Inmates with buckets of 
water.

Rockdale Volunteer Fire 
Co., with buckets of water 

M.F.B., with one hydrant.

M.F.B., with hand-pump.
M.F.B., with two hydrants, 

assisted by several volun
teer Fire Coys.

M.F.B., with one hydrant.-

Inmates, with buckets of 
water.

Paddington Vol. F. Co., with 
one hydrant.

Burwood and Ashfield Vol. 
F. Co.’s and M.F.B., with 
three hydrants.

Inmates and Woollahra Vol. 
F. Co., with buckets of 
v ater.

Employees, with buckets of 
water.

Inmates.

fcS

* Subsequent fire, 28 April, 1897. f Geo. W. Nettleton and Edward Jordan slightly burned about the hands and face. J Mrs. Rose White, wife, aged 45, burned about the face, neck, and arms; removed to Prince Alfred Hosp.tal;
died at 4*45 a m. following morning. Frank White, burned about the hands, attended to at home.
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Details of Fires which have occurred within the Metropolitan District—continued,.

Date,

W
he

n
di

sc
ov

er
ed

.

Time
of

call.
Locality. Name of tenant. How premises 

occupied.

1897.
Wednesday, 12-42 12-45 Off Dalton’s Wharf, the *Barque “Kylemore.” In cargo, resin ..

24 March. a.m. a.m. Harbour. (Captain John C.
• Kitchen.)

9-15 9-20 35, Excelsior-street, Thomas Hunt ........... Private dwelling..
a m. a.m. Leichhardt.
5-27 5-31 Amhurst-street, North Sir Joseph Abbott .... „ ..
p.m. p.m. Sydney.

Thursday, 7-10 7-16 340, Bourke-street, City William Piggott »> ••
25 March. p.m. p.m.

}} 7-20 7-25 312, „ „ Mrs. Brice .................. ,, • •
p.m. p.m.

Monday, 1-10 1-15 Railway-parade, James Mann ............... Tobacconist and
29 March. a.m. a.m. Kogarah. stationer.

Lee Carpenter ............ Hairdresser __
Miss Collins ............... Dressmaker ...,

*
” 6-30 33 Ramsay.st., Ashfield Francis Halton........... Private dwelling

p.m.
Tuesday, 9-43 9-40 Orange-st., Randwick.. J. Brennan.................. Stables ..............
30 March. p.m. p.m.

Wednesday, 9-22 9-25 1 Collins-st., Balmain .. D. Johnstone ........... Private dwelling
31 March. p. m. p.m.

10-45 11-0 Kyndon-street, North George Hook............... ,, ..
p.m. Sydney.

Thursday, 1-35 1-37 Margaret and Wynyard John Dynon and Co. .. China warehouse.
1 April. a.m. a.m. lanes, City.

-- ■> ” 25 Jamieson-street, City Chas. H. Harris........... Fine Art dealer..

»> ,, „ 29 „ „ .. Gibson, Pollock, and Co. Tea merchants ..

u J} it »» ■■ J. Derbyshire.............. Glass importer ..

Monday, 5-32 5-33 4 Walker-street, Redfern J. Newman.................. Private dwelling..
p.m. p.m.
2-30 None 234 Cleveland-st., City.. George Dyson ........... Baker ........... ..
a.m. rec’d.
11-30 Church-street, Camper- John Seigel.................. ,, ..............

down.
Tuesday, 10-55 10-59 151 Castlereagh-street, G.P.O........................... Stables, &c..........

6 April. a.m. a.m. City.
Thursday, 1-50 1-55 Albert-road, Homebush George Morgan........... Paddock ...........

8 April. p.m. p.m.
>» • • Mr. Maiden, Mrs. Ver- ,, ...........

non, F. H. Potts, Mrs.
Hincliff.

Friday, 12-45 12-47 Redfern Station, City.. Lawson Bros............... Contractors........
9 April. a.m. a.m.

1-38 1-40 Mitchell-road, Alexan- fFrank Fitzjohn........... Private dwelling..
a.m. a.m. dria.
4-25 4-30 Rocky Point road, Rock- Jas. Ball Gibson Grocer ...............
a.m. a.m. dale.
6-6 6-8 Burwood-road, Burwood Trustees of St. Paul’s Schoolroom........

p.m. Church.
6-30 6-38 72, Glebe-street, Glebe.. George Barrett........... Private dwelling..
p.m. p.m.

Construction of 
.premises.

Origin or 
supposed cause 

of fire.

Insurances.

Contents. Building.
Extent of damage, &c. Extinguished by

Iron Incendiarism .... Unknown Unknown

Weatherboard, 
and iron roof. 

Brick, and slate 
roof.

Matches, children 
playing with. • 

Light thrown 
down.

None.
Insured in several offices.

Unknown Unknown

A quantity of resin and cocoanut-fibre matting damaged 
by fire in lower part of fore-hold.

M.F.B., with one steam fire- 
engine.

A quantity of bagging burned under cottage ..................
A small portion of roof damaged by fire and cutting away

Inmates, with buckets of 
water.

Small fire in bedroom
Candle None None Inmates.

Brick, and iron 
roof.

Unknown Mercantile Norwich Union,
Mutual, £150. £S50.

Front shop and dining-room with contents on ground floor Kogarah and Kockdaie Vol. 
slightly damaged by fire and water. F. Cos., with two hydrants.

Verandah and front of buildings slightly damaged by heat ,, ,,

Brick, and iron 
roof.

Weatherboard, 
and iron roof.

Brick, and iron 
roof.

Brick, and slate 
roof.

Brick, and shin
gle roof. 

Brick, and iron 
roof.

Paddock

u

Yard

Weatherboard, 
and iron roof.

"Brick, and iron 
roof.

Brick, and 
shingle roof.

Brick, and iron 
roof.

Burning rubbish None None Rubbish fire Inmates.
Candle Small quantity of straw burned in stables 

Small rubbish fire ................................
Inmates, with buckets of 

water.
Inmates, with buckets.

Spark from fire
place.

Unknown ........
Mercantile Mutual, £350.

Royal, £3,300__ Phoenix, £1,000..

Norwich Union,£1,500 Victoria...... £1,500 Unknown

A small quantity of furniture damaged by fire in basement
A building of three floors and basement about 50 x 70 ft., 

containing a large quantity of bulk china, glass, and 
earthenware, very severely damaged by fire and water; 
most part of roof off.

Two front doors damaged by breakage...............................

Inmates, with buckets of 
water.

M.F. B:, with two steam fire- 
engines and three hy
drants, assisted by Pad
dington (No. 2) V. F. Co.

£3,0C0

Fireworks ........
Light thrown 

down.
Candle..............
Tar boiling over..

Burning rubbish.

Fire in contact 
with tar.

Kerosene lamp, 
explosion of. 

Unknown .......

Boys playingwith 
fire.

Kerosene lamp, 
upsetting of

Royal,- £450 __

S. British, £100.. 
None........... .

Roof damaged by fire, windows by breakage, and contents 
of back room on ground floor, consisting of tea, slightly 
damaged by water.

Contents of back room on first floor slightly damaged by 
water.

A portion of shingle roof damaged bjr fire and cutting away
Mercantile Mutual, £665. A quantity of paper in shop damaged by fire

Colonial Mutual, £650 ; Atlas, 
£500—£1,150. .

None.................. None...............

City Mutual, £100 
Mercantile ifutual, £700.

United, £650.
None.................. Unknown ...

Flooring and contents of loft on first floor, consisting of a 
quantity of flour, damaged by fire and water.

A building about 15 x 12 feet, used as a cookhouse and 
bathroom, with contents, severely damaged by fire and 
water. #

Grass on fire in paddock ................................................

About 90 gallons of tar destroyed by fire in goods-yard of 
station. .

A cottage of four rooms, with portion of contents, burned 
and fallen down. •

A building about 20 x 18 feet, at rear of premises, with 
contents, consisting of groceries, &c., damaged by fire 
and water.

A portion of shingle roof damaged by fire and cutting 
away.

Small fire, in front room, on ground floor ........................

»i >>

Inmates, with buckets of 
water.

Employees, with buckets of 
water.

Inmates, with buckets ot 
water.

Employees and M.F.B. .with 
sand and buckets of 

water.
M.F.B., with one hydrant.

Employees, assisted by 
M.F.B., with sand and 
buckets of water.

M.F.B., with one hydrant.
Rockdale Vol. F. Co., with 

one hydrant.
Burwood Vol. F. Co., with 

one hydrant.
Inmates, with buckets of 

water.

bDto

* Outside M F.B area. Previous fire at Melbourne, 6th March, 1897. An inquest was held on the 24th instant, at which the Jury returned a verdict that “ the ship was wilfully set on fire by some person or persons unknown.1 
’ ' ' * f Previous fire.—9th July, 1893.
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Details of Tires which, have occurred within the Metropolitan District—continued.

Date.

W
he

n
di

sc
ov

er
ed

.

Time
of

call.
Locality. Name of tenant. How premises 

occupied.
Construction of 

premises. '
Origin or • 

supposed cause 
of- fire.

Insurances. ..

Contents. Building.

12-15 12-21 Ponsonby-street, North
10 April. a.m. a.m. Botany. with iron roof Mutual, £400.

G. Hicks.................... Private dwelling.. ■Nr™* •
and iron roof. ”

12-50 12-55 FI eming-street, G reen - John St. Vincent-Welsh >> • • Brick, and slate Incubator, over- Commercial Union. £5,000.a.m. a.m. wich;. roof. heating of.
1-55 1-55 Botany Road, Waterloo Waterloo Pauer Mills. Jas. Anderson.
a.m. a.m. manager. iron roof.

•Tuesday, 12-30 12-34 Erskincville-street, John Squires............... Private dwelling13 April a.m. a-m. Erskineville. and iron roof.3 0 3-9 Silex Estate, Little May Bocherer ...........p.m. p.m. Mosman.
3-26 3-28 8, Grove-st., Leichhardt William Pitcher ........
p. m. p.m. and iron roof. ” "
6-57 7-0 Weston Road, Balmain John Hughes. ."T..........p.m. p.m.

7i 11-24 11-28 Riley & Burton Streets, Hydropathicbaths S. British, £400..p.m. p.m. City. roof. • . £2,200.
Wednesday, 6-10 None 74, Castlereagh-street, N.S.W. Monte de Piete Pawnbrokers . .. Light thrown down Aust. Mut\ al, £8,700.14 April. p.m. rec’d. City.

,, 710 7-13 315, George-street, City John Power ............... Licensed Victualler Brick, and iron Gas bracket __ Netherlands, Commercialp.m. p.m. f“ Hotel Victoria. ’ roof.Friday, 10-40 10-43 Russell’s Wharf, Barker- Aid. John Taylor........ Wharf ..............16 April. a. m. a.m. street, City. roof.Sunday, 7-30 7-40 Hornsey Road, Strath-
18 April. p.m. p.m. field. with iron ’ ■
Tuesday, 1-40 1-49 “Houda,” Shell Cove
20 April. a.m. a.m. Road, Neutral Bay. roof.Wednesday, 8-25 8-33 214, Palmer-street, City William Mulcahy........
21 April. p.m. p.m. roof. playing with. "

10-10 10 IS’ Abouker-street, Rock- John Beale..................p.m. p.m. dale. roof. Mutual, £400.

Thursday, 2 30 2-36 Campbell-strcet, St. Manchester, £15022 April. a.m. a.m. Peters. and iron roof.
11-42 11-47 Thomas-street, City__ Building in course of erection.p.m. p.m. John Mansfield, contractor.Friday, 12-35 12-40 45, Elliott-street, Joiner Bros..................

23 April. a.m. a.m. Balmain. "
Saturday, 4-19 Kent-street, City........
24 April. p.m. ” ”

4-56 4-59 35. Harrington-street,
p.m. p.m. City. roof. * £1,400.

Wednesday, 12-43 12-45 Dudley-street,Randwick Unoccupied ............... Private dwelling.. City Mutual, £15028 April. a.m a.m. and iron roof.

Catherine Coulter........ „ £150
Peter Scully ............... .. -P.lfift

Wednesday, None 532£, George-street,
JA. E. Turner..............

7-30 W, J. Rutherford........28 April. a.m. rec’d. City. roof.

Extent of damage, &c. Extinguished by

A cottage of four rooms, used as a stock-room and work 
shops, about 80 x 20 feet, with contents, burned out and 
fallen down.

Side of cottage slightly damaged by fire............................

N. Botany Vol. F. Cos., with 
one hydrant, assisted by
M.F.B.

Back room, on first floor, with contents, severely damaged 
by fire; ceiling under damaged by heat, and cutting 
away.

Main building of three floors ; devil and duster room and 
rag-boiler room, on 1st and 2nd floors, and contents con
sisting of machinery, and about 100 tons of rags and 
paper severely damaged by fire. Rag and paper store of 
one floor about 100 x 40 feet, containing about 200 tons 
of rags and paper, also severely damaged by fire.

A small portion of a weatherboard outhouse damaged by 
fire.

A quantity of fencing damaged by fire in paddock ...........

Inmates, with garden hose.

M.F.B., with three steam 
fire engines and four 
hydrants, assisted by 
several Vol. F. Cos.

M.F.B., with buckets of 
water.

Burned itself out.
A small fire in back room on ground floor ........................
About 3 gallons of white ant exterminator destroyed by 

fire, at rear of premises.
First floor of building about 30 x 20 feet with contenis, con

sisting of a number of hydropathic baths, nearly burned 
out; rest of building damaged by smoke.

A small quantity of furniture damaged by fire on first floor.
Small fire in bedroom on second floor ...............................
Small fire on wharf............................................................

Inmates, with buckets of 
water.

M.F.B., with two hydrants.

Employees with private 
hose.

Inmates, assisted by M.F.B., 
with buckets of water. 

M.F.B., with one hydrant.
A shed building adjoining premises, used as a stable and 

coach-house, with contents, burned, and fallen down.
One horse burned to death.

An out-building, used as a coach-house and laundry, about 
40 x 40 feet, with contents, burned out and fallen down.

Window blind burned in front room on ground floor ........
A cottage of six rooms, two back rooms and contents burned 

out; rest of building and contents slightly damaged by 
fire, smoke, and heat; kitchen and wash-house in rear, 
and contents, slightly damaged by fire and water.

A building of two floors ; shop about 12 x 12 feet, and 
contents, consisting of groceries burned out; rest of 
building and contents damaged by fire, heat, and smoke.

A quantity of lime slaked, and some wood and tarpaulins 
damaged by fire.

Side of stable damaged by fire............................................
Rubbish fire ......................................................................

Burwood V.F. Co., with one 
hydrant.

M.F.B., with T.ozcr pump.
Inmates, with buckets of 

water.
Rockdale V.F. Co., with 

1 hydrant.

M.F.B., with one hydrant.

M.F.B., with sand.
Balmain Vol. Fire Co., with 

one hydrant.
M.F.B.

Contents of front room on first floor slightly damaged by 
fire, ceiling under damaged by water.

Inmates assisted by M.F.B., 
with buckets of water.

A cottage of four rooms, and kitchen burned and fallen 
down. .

A cottage of four rooms and kitchen, with contents, 
burned, and fallen down.

A cottage of four rooms and kitchen, with contents, 
burned out, and roof off.

Furniture damaged by removal .........................................
A quantity of paper bags damaged by fire at rear oi 

premises.

Waverley, assisted by 
Woollahra and Padding
ton Vol. Fire Cos., and 
M.F.B., with one hydrant.

Inmates! with buckets of 
water.

* Previous fire, 23rd September, 1896. t Previous fire, 23rd December, 1896. J An inquest was held on 4th May, 1897, at which an open verdict was returned.

fcO
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Details of Fires which have occurred within the Metropolitan District—

Date

•oo> Time
of

call.
Locality. Name of tenant. How premises Construction of Origin or 

supposed cause 
of fire.

Insurances.
Extent of damage, &c. Extinguished by5 o occupied. premises.

'S
Contents. Building.

1897.
Wednesday, 4 0 None French street, Rock- ♦William T. Webb....... Priv ate dw elling Brick, and iron Clothes, in con Australian Mtual, £450. A poition of linoleum m front loom damaged by fire Inmates, with buckets of

28 April p m rec’d dale roof tact with fire watei
Monday, 2 43 2 47 King and Elizabeth Fred Riley, junr , Licensed uctual Brick, and slate Rats at matches City Mutual, Unknown A poition of bai with contents damaged bj fire and water Inmates, assisted by M F.B.

S Maj. a m. a m Streets, City. “ Riley’s Hotel.” ler. roof. £2,000. with pnvate hose
4 40 4 55 Off Cooper street, Bal tCapt. H Brown, “ Little Steam launch Wood .. - Unknow n .... None . ,, .... A poition of decking buined, also awning over engines, and Balmain V F. Co , with one
a m a m main. \iolet ” boiler severely damaged by fire hydrant
7 20 7 24 Buckland street, Black- 

fnais Estate, Citj.
unoccupied ....... Woikshop Brick, v\ ith iron ,, . . . . National of New A building of three floois, about 20 by 30 feet, ground floor, M F.B , with one hj drant.

a m. a m roof. Zealand. with contents, consisting of two carts, &o , severely 
damaged b> fire, two floors above damaged by heat and
smoke

3 50 3 53 150 Crown street, City. Mary Fitzgerald . Boarding house . Brick, with Spark from None Unknown A small portion of shingle loof damaged by fire and cutting Inmates and M. F B , with
p m p m

Bray street, Erskineville
shingle roof chimney away buckets of water

Tuesday, 5 0 None Ross Bios.................. Glass manufac- Wood and iron, 
vv ith iron roof

Furnace , defect Commercial Union, £450. Furnace damaged by explosion, and a laige quantitj of Emplovees, with private
4 May. a.m. rec’d turers. in molten metal destroyed, also a quantity of tools *des 

troj ed by fire. hose
10 54 11 0 King street, Rockdale Rudolph Kohuer . Private dwelling . Brick, and 

slate roof
Candle . Imperial, £100 Unknowm A cottage of four rooms, front bedroom, w ith contents, on Neighbouis, with buckets

p m p m giound floor, slightly damaged by fire and water.
Thursday, 1110 1114 Hay street, Darling Henry Bent .... Rpg merchant Wood and iron, Spark from None . .. ♦j • • About 4 tons of rags burned in open shed . .... MFB, with one hydrant

6 May. p m p m Harbour, City. and iron root furnace
11 35 11 38 Sussex street N , City The Noith Coast Steam Wharf .. Wood, iron, and Unknown Unknown ,, Side of caipenter’s shop on fir»t floor of sheds, on wharf,
p m p m Navigation Company non roof slightly damaged by fire water

Friday, 3 5 3 12 13 Baptist load, J. H. Moore .. . Coal mei chant Brick, wood, ,, . None . None . .. Outhouse, at rear ot premises used as a fodder room, with Inmates and Police, with
7 May. a m a m. Redfern and iron roof contents, consisting of harness, &c, severely damaged 

by fiie
A quantity of rags burned, and roof of shed shghtlj damaged

buckets of water.
2 20 2 23 323, Sussex-sti eet, City T Powell .. . Grocer . Wood, and iron Smoking tobacco j» • Unknown M F B , with hand-pump.p m p m roof. bjr fiie at icar of piemises

,, 3 43 3 47 Racecourse, Cantei bury Mr Monk, caretaker Racecourse Tai boiling over None . About 2 {rations of tar and a cait damaged bj fire, m shed, Emploj ees, with sand andp m p m
Pjimont Bridge Road,

on racecourse.
10 47 10 49 Luke Muras Blacksmith . Wood, and iron Spark from Unknown A small rubbish fire in blacksmith’s shop .. .......
p in p m Glebe roof. another fire.

Monday, 10 20 10 25 Fairhght street, Manh Mr. Dinne . Private dwelling Wood, and Unknown . . ,, A small bedioom fire .. ...
10 May. p m p m shingle roof.

Wednesdaj7, 5 55 5 58 Albion Wharf, Maiket Lysaght Bros . Wharf . . Wood ,, .. ,, National of N Z , A number of cases of gahamsed non and a tarpaulin MFB, with one hj drant.12 May. p.m. p m street, Citj. £200. damaged by fire on wharf, also side of shed shghtlj 
damaged bv heat

,, 7 20 7 21 630, George-street, City JMark Louis Goldberg . Picture frame Brick, with iron ,, New Zea’and, Commercial First floor divided into thiee rooms, and containing a largep m p m. maker. root. £200. Union. quantitv of picture frame making material, nearly burned 
out Front shop under and back room, also containing 
a quantitj of picture frames and picture frame matenal,
damaged by water

Thursday, 10 18 10 19 Wattle street, Ultimo, §G: and C Hoskms ... Engineers . .. Wood and iron, Lamp, upsetting Imperial, £8,225 ; Unknown . About 4,000 gallons of tar, together with travelling crane MFB, with one hj drant13 May p m. p.m. City. with iron of. Scottish Union, ov erhead, damaged bj fire, in shed used for finishing and sand, assisted by em-roof. £8,225—£16,450 pipes
Saturday, 4 2 4 5 237 and 239, Castlereagh C. Schultz A Co. .. Furniture maker Brick, and iron Light thrown Manchester, £375, „ ....... About tons of cocoanut fibre damaged by fire in open M.F.B , with one hydrant.15 May. p m p m street, City. roof. down. Caledonian, £375 

—£750.
None

shed.
Sunday, 5 35 5 40 31, Short street, Bal- Thomas Leach .... Private dwelling Matches, careless Small fire m front room on ground floor . ..16 Ma^. p m P m* main use of.

,, 8 35 8 40 18, Gardiner Avenue, Chas. Knight............. ,, Brick, and slate Candle ............ ,, ... it - Small bedroom fire . ...
p m p m Glebe roof

” 9 15 
p m

Old South Head Road, 
Vaucluse.

Paddock . . Light thrown 
dow n

None .. None............. Bush fire . ... . M F.B , by beating out.
,, 1010 10 15 57, William stieet, City Patrick Stewart . . Hairdresser and Wood, and iron Unknown . . Queensland >» • • Two front shops, with two rooms at rear, on ground floor , MFB, with two hydrants.p m p m. tobacconist. roof. Mutual, £70. with contents nearly burned outMonday, 4 27 4 29 Lackey st, Summer Hill Joseph Johnston .. Fish shop .. ,, „ . . None . Unknown Back bedroom on ground floor and contents severelj Inmates, with buckets of17 May. p m p m damaged bj fire

6 30 None 10, Randle street, City Mrs. Chas Smith . . Piivate dwelling. Brick, and iron Candle .... ,, ' .. ,, . . Diningroom on ground floor, with contents, shghtlj Neighbours, with bucketsp m rec’d roof damaged bj fire and water
7 0 7 6 “ Boulevard,” Orange Robert H. Buck .... » • Weatherboard, Kerosene lamp, Commerc’i Union, • A cottage of six rooms, with contents, burned and fallenp.m. P m* Grose, Leichhardt

Henry Dryden ..
and iron roof. upsetting of. £250. dow n hydrants, assisted by 

several Vol. F. Co’s.,, ,, ,, ,, ,, . ,, »> „ . None ............... Mercantile A cottage of four rooms, with contents, very severelj
Thomas Baggs . .

Mutual, £100. damaged by fire and water, also part of roof off.
” >> >» j» • » • n ■ .................... Unknown .. .. Gable end of building slightly damaged by fiie............... ” ”

* Miss E. K. Webb, aged 17 5 ears, burned about the legs and body; also Mr W. T. Webb, burned about the hands Miss Webb died subsequently from the effects of the burns f Outside the Metropolitan Fire Bi Igide Area
X Previous fire, 17th March, 1892, at 6, Belmore-street, Surry Hills. Insured m same ofhces. § Previous fire, 18th November, 1896. *

/
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Details of Fires which have occurred within the Metropolitan District—continued.

Date

W
he

n
di

sc
ov

er
ed Time

of
call

Locality. Name of tenant How premises 
occupied

Construction of 
premises.

Origin or 
supposed cause 

of fire.

Insurances.

Contents. Building.

1897
Mondaj, 95 98* “Wagunyah,” Herbeit Henry Hicks Pnvate dwelling Brick, and slate Candle . . . New Zealand, £2,000
17 $fay p m p m stieet, Dulwich Hill. roof

J FiaIH ........ Unknown . ..
pm p m roof. Sown.

Tuesday, 1 20 1 40 Peail street, Hurstville Donald M‘Kinnon « Weatheihoard Unknown . Commcic’lUmon, Meic. Mutual,
18 May a.m. a m and iron i oof £100 £230.

Wednesday', 120 1 30 Bui w ood'st, Burwood Aithui Giles . n Buck, weathei- u • None Unknown . .
19 May p.m p m board, and

iron roof
214 2 10 118, Glebe Road, Glebe Dr Arthur Vallick .. Buck, and slate Tar boiling over . ,, ....
p m p m lOOf.

Thuisclay, 9 30 None 83, Trafalgai terrace, G F Bolton n Brick, and non Spark from chim- . , ,,
20 May a m reed Booth st , Annandale lOOf ney.
Fuday7, 2 30 High stieet, Penrith Fi edei ick Slaughter . Geneial stoie V eatherhoard, Spark fiom fire- Aus Mutual, £100, Aus Mutual, £100
21 May a m and iron loof place. Citv Mutual,

£400—£500
James Hay Bootmakci . • • London and Lan Phcemx, £100

cashne, £40
. » » » M William Dell Gieengrocer .. » • m • None Aus Mutual, £100

3 9 3 12 504, Geoigc stieet, City J. H. Butcher . Restaurant Buck, and iron Defectiv e hearth Com Union, £325 Com Union,
a m a m loof £3,500

Satui day', 1 50 2 3 78, Barren stieet, Geoige Schvv eitzcr .. Giocer . Weatherboard, Unknown . ... Sun, £200 . .. Unknown
2 Maj a m. a m. Eiskinevillc and iron roof

,, 76, Buiren stieet, Unoccupied Pnvate dwelling ,, ,, . .. None ,,
Eiskinevillc

8 28 None 19, Battle stieet, New- Andrew Liddell . . . , Brick, stone, Candle .. . None .. . Unknow n
p m rec’d tow n and slate roof

Monday, 10 30 Cowper street, Wav eiley Mrs C A Tiacy »> • Buck, and slate Firevvoiks Guaidian, £250 ,,
24 Ma). a m roof

10 23 10 28 Foibes street, City Chmch of England School (Rev J H Buck, stone, & »* • Scottish Union, £7,000
p m p m Mullins, incumbent) shingle loof
10 45 10 50 220, Oxfoid stieet, Mis J. Watt Private dwelling Buck, and ,, .. None . Unknown
p m p m Paddington shingle roof

Tuesdav, 12 45 1 3 Wattle stieet, City G and C Hoskins Foundiy Wood, and iron Oveiheatingof oil Impel lal, £8,225 , ,, .
25 May. a.m a m room Scottish Union,

£8,225—£16,450
Thuisday, 3 45 None 158, Aberciombic stieet, Mrs. Ann Goiman Dairy Buck, weather- Matches, childern None None

27 May. p m rec’d Redfein board, and Dlavinc with.
iron roof

■ 90 None Lemon Gi ov e, Pern ith Walter Endeiby Pnvate dwelling Weatheihoard. Spark from fii e Phoenix, fi .
p m rec’d and iron roof place

Satuiday, 6 55 6 58 The Towers, By ron st, Mis. Wm Walton Brick, and slate Candle Austialian Austialian
29 May p m. p m Randwick roof. Mutual, £200 Mutual, £800

Sunday, 4 35 4 58 17, Gowne stieet, New Han let Thelwell Grocer Brick, and non Matches, lats at Austialian Unknown *
30 May a m a m town loof Mutual, £200
Tuesday, 4 55 4 57 7, Upper William street, James Ci eral Pnvate dwelling Brick, and slate Oven, overheating Commeicial ,,
1 June p m p m City lOOf of. Union, £200.

Wednesday, 82 8*6 167, Forbes street, City Mis H Read j . Spark from fire Royal, £30 (On ten ace),
2 June. p m p m. place. Commercial

Union, £1,820

Fi iday, 5 48 5 49 10, Harrow load, Mr. Strachn . Candle............ None . Unknown
4 June. p m. p m Ncw’town

Saturday, 12 1 None 25, Luisa street, Joseph Dodd . »» ■ Brick, and iron Matches, careless Northern, £40 . Northern, £200
5 June. p m. rec’d Balmain. loof. use of.
Sunday, 5 35 5 37 44 Regent street, fDamel Sheean .......... Buck, and Candle............. None . . None
6 June p m p m Paddington. shingle roof.

Monday, 3 30 3 38 Liverpool road, Wm Glover Cooley .. »> • • »> • Tar boiling over.. Unknown
7 June. p m. p m Burwood

Extent of damage, &c

A cottage oi fhe rooms and kachen, back bedioom on 
giound fiooi, with contents, damaged bj fire and water

Fencing and a quantity of timbei damaged by file in yard 
at rear of premises

A cottage of seven rooms, with contents, buined and fallen 
dowTn

A room in leai of dwelling, about 9 ft. x 8 ft, used as a 
photographic studio, with contents, consisting of 
chemicals, tools, &c , severely damaged by fine and 
watei ; roof damaged bv fiie and cutting awaj

About 3 gallons of tar burned poition of wooduoik of 
stable, also fencing at icar of premises shghtlj damaged 
by fire

A cottage of thiee rooms A small poition of ceiling and 
rjof, togethei with contents of back loom on ground 
floor, slightlv damaged bj fire and watei

Sho,) and toui looms, with contents, buined and fallen 
dow n

Shop and two rooms, with content®, se\eielj damaged bj 
fire and wratei

Side and roof of dwelling damaged bj fire, fuimtuie 
damaged bv removal

A small poition of flooring on first fiooi damaged by fiie 
and cutting away , ceiling undei damaged by watei

A house of six rooms, used as a shop and dwelling, wi h 
contents, \ery seveiely damaged by file and watei

Side of building damaged by file
House of seven rooms, fiont bedioom on ground floor, with 

contents, dmiagedbv fiie, ^mokc, and watei
Small bedioom hie, on giound fiooi
About 3 x 3 feet of shingle loof damaged by file and cutting 

away
Small poition of shingle loof damaged by fiic and cutting 

ay\ ay
About fifty hogsheads of oil and bitumen damaged by fine 

and sand, in pipe shed
A detached room in yaid used as a bedioom, with contents, 

slightly damaged by hie
A wTeatheiboaid dwelling with most of contents buined 

and fallen (low n
Bedioom on fiiat fiooi with contents seveiely damaged by 

fiic and watei , ceiling and contents of loom undei 
damaged by w atei.

A quantity of grocenes undei counter damaged by file and 
watei , stock and fittings in shop damaged by smoke 
and heat

Small fire in kitchen
Back kitchen on ground fiooi and contents, and staucase 

to first fiooi, sev erely damaged by fire and watei ; lest 
of building and contents slightly damaged by heat and 
smoke

Window curtains and hangings in fiont loom on ground 
floor, slightly damaged by fire and watei.

Small fire in beSroom ........... . .
Small fire in attic bedioom . ... ••
About 36 gallons of tai buined ; stable and coachhouse in 

rear of dw'ellmg slightly damaged by fire and heat.

Extinguished by

Inmates, with buckets of 
water.

Sydney Meat Pieserv. V F. 
Co ,withbucketsofwatei.

Rockdale and Kogarah .F. 
Co.’s, with two hydrants.

Bui wood V F. Co , w ith 
one hydrant, assisted by MFB .

Glebe Vol F Co., with one 
hy diant

Inmates, with buckets of 
w atei

Police and neighbours, with 
one hydi ant.

MFB, with one hydrant.

Inmates, with buckets of 
watei.

MFB, with one hydiant
Paddington No 1 Vol Fne 

Co , w ith buckets of w atei
MFB, with sand and one 

hydiant
Inmates, with buckets of 

w atei
Neghbouis, with one hy

diant
Inmates, with garden hose.

Inmates, with buckets of 
w ater.

MFB, with ashes and 
sand

MFB, with one hydiant.

Inmates, with buckets of 
w ater.

Inmates and neighbours, 
with sand.

OX

* Previous fires—18thNovember, 1896; 13th May, 1897. f Miss E. Lake, slightly buined about the hands, attended to at home.



Details o£ Fires which have occurred withiu the Metropolitan District—continued.

Date

T3
e 2 a> 0 Time

of
call

Locahtj Name of tenant H011 piemises Consti uchon of Origin 01 
supposed cause 

of fiie

Insurances
Extent of damage, &,c Extinguished by ,

TO
•B

occupied piemises
Contents Building

Mondaj, 5 36 5 38 Engine street, Citj James Mjies Shed Wood ard iron Matches, ehildien Unknown Unknon n A small rubbish fiie MFB, w ith buckets of
June p m p m plajing with w ater

Thuisday, 4 5 4 9 131 Deionshne stieet, H D Elliott ruimtuic dealei Buck, 111th non Unknown Liveipool, Lon Australian A building of one floor about 15 ft x 60 ft, containing a M F B , w ith tw 0 hj drant
10 June a m a m Citi 01 er shingle don, and Globe, Mutual, £300 quantity of fui niture, back portion and contents severelj

roof £.200 , Austral 
ianMutual,£100

damaged by fiie, and pait of loof ofl:
,, 133 Devonshue sheet, Grant and Cox Modellers ,, Meicantile Australian Back 100m and contents seveielj damaged oj fire, and pari

Citj Mutual, £500 Mutual, £300 of roof off
End™, 1 35 1 38 25, Macquane stieet S , Edwaid Ken Pnvate duelling Buck, with non Defective flue None Unknow n Portion of roof seierelj damaged by file and cutting away M F B , w ith one hj di ant

11 June a m a m Citi ovei shingle 
lOOf

Buck, and non
Ceiling of fiist fiooi undei dama0ed bj watei

5 28 5 31 Bourke sheet, Wateiloo A Eorsj th & Co Rope makeis Unknown In seieial oflices, £10,000 A quantitj of law maniPa damaged bj file on giound fiooi Wateiloo Vol rue Co, with
p m p m roof of factory Building siightlj damaged bj fire and beat one hj drant, assisted by

Satin dat, 3 40 3 ol Austiaha stieet, Camp E Bennett Coach Factorj Wrood, and non Oveiheahng Commercial Union, £875 A quantiti of coachbuilders mateual damaged by fire m MFB, with one hjdiant
12 June a m a m eidown roof furnace back woiksaop
Mondaj, 8 52 8 54 Wrells sheet, Nentonn Joseph Clajton Stables Wood, and non Candle None None A small qaantitj of harness damaged bj fiie m stable Inmates, w ith buckets of
14 June v m. p m roof w ate.
Tucsdaj, 2 8 2 11 Oxford squaic, Oxfoid 

stieet, City
♦Roberts Bros Gioceis Brick, and non Unknow n Australian Unknow n A portion of fiooi mg m office at icai of shop damaged bj 31 F B , 11 ith one hj di ant

15 June a m a m loof Mutual, £500 , 
United, £1,000

fire
—£1,500

7 32 7 34 61 Piospect Road, Ash fWilliam II Thompson Pin ate dwelling Buck, and slate Gas explosion None None Diawmg 100m on ground floor aid contents severely Inmates, with buckets of
p m p m field roof damaged by explosion , windows of bedroom bioken watei

Fudai, 8 3o 8 40 ‘ Hillciest, Cheltenham Hemy Edgington Weatheihoard, Gas bracket National, £600 National, £1,000 Front bedioom ivrth contents \eij seveiely damaged bj fiic Bui wood and Ashfield V F
18 June p m p m Road, Bum ood with n on 01 er and w ater, and loof of same damaged by fire and cutting Cos , with thiee hj drants,

shingle loof awaj , lest of dueling and contents damaged b\ watei assisted by M F B
Sundaj, 7 40 7 oO Ross stieet, Panamatta Mrs Tcoung Wood, and non Spaik from fne None Unknow n Building of one room, with contents, burned out and fallen Panamatta VF Co, Nos 1 

and 2, with one hjdiant20 J ne p m p m loof place dow n
Mondaj, 7 12 7 15 Little Stephen st, off John McDonald Weathciboaid Stoic, oieiheat None Ceiling and 1 oof of back kitchen on giound fiooi damaged Balmain V F Co , with
21 June p m p m Palmcx st, Lalmam and non 01 ei 

shingle loof
ing of by fire and cutting awaj buckets of w atei

Sundai, 5 40 5 55 Mihtaij Road, Mosman John C Giddej ,, Weatheiboaid Si aik fiom chim Meic Mutual £5C Merc Mutual, £50 A portion of kitchen wall damaged bj fiie Neighbouis with buckets
27 June p m j. m and non loof nej of watei

7 0 76 130, Bailing stieet, Bal H Shaw Candle None Unknown Small fiie in back bedroom
p m p m main '

Mondai, 7 30 7 35 1, loik stieet, Citj Mis H Gannon, Licensed Stone, buck, Gas bracket Lncioool, Lon Contents of fiont bedroom on fiist fiooi shghtlj damaged Inmates, assisted byM F B
28 June p m p m “ Pettj s Hotel ’ 1 ictuallei and non roof don, and Globe, 

£7,500 .
bj fiic, smoke, and watei buckets of watei

Wednesdaj, 88 8 9 Gladstone stieet, New F Ciago Floui mill Buck, and non Spaik fiom chim Unknown A quantitj of lubbish burned on xoof Emploj ees, with buckets of
30 June p m p m tow n loof nej w atei

Thursdaj, 2 44 2 46 121, Knight street, Citj A Abiahams Music shop ,, Light thiown Atlas, £300 A small quantitj of mus c, inder cointer, damaged by fiic Inmates, with buckets of
1 Julj p m p m dow n and w atei watei8 44 8 46 2, Impel lal Buildings 

Waverlej Road,
Jones and Sons Diapers ,, None Rubbish fne Inmates

p ni p m
W ueile

Eudaj, 9 20 9 21 Aberciombic stieet, E White, “Eieleigh Licensed Matches, ehildien Small fine in bedioom
2 Julj a ni a m Redfern Hotel ’ victuallei playing with10 20 10 24 9, Reheat stieet, Wm W atson * Pm ate dwe1ling Weatheiboaid, Candle Small fiie in back bedioom MFB, with buckets of

p m p m Alexandria and non 01 ei watei
shmgle loof 0

Satuidaj, 2 43 2 48 49, William stieet, Citj Miss A Gnffen Diessmakei Buck and slate Gas, cunain in Queensland, £50 Window curtain, m fiont shop, damaged bj fiie Inmates, with buckets of
3 Juh p m ]■> m roof contact water

,, 7 58 7 59 31, Lewis stieet,Redfein Agnes Hiles Pm ate dwelling Brick, and iron Candle None Small fire 111 fiont bedroom >>p rn p m loof
Mondaj, 11 0 11 7 27 Munni stieet, New Jean F Malensant ,, Buck, 11 boaid, Tai boiling ovei Meicantile Mutual, £300 A cottage of four 100ms, kitchen and woikshop at reai of MFB, with one hjdiant,0 Julj a m a m town and nomoof premi'e*, with contents burned and fallen down, reai 100ms of dwelling seveielj damaged bj fire, smoke, and 

watei
A quantitj of kapok damaged by fire, in back room, in base

assisted bj Glebe V F 
Companj

Wednesdaj, 5 1 5 4 135, "ioik sheet, City ■Wingfield and Law lei Bedding manu Buck, stone, Light throw n Noith Queens Unknow n Inmates and 31 F B , with
7 Julj p m p m facturers and non loof down land, £50 ment buckets of w ater

Thursdaj, 7 45 7 50 23C, Geoige stieet, Citi S Saism Offices Buck, and iron Lnknoun None »> • Window cm tain buined, 111 front room, on first floor Neighbouis with buckets of8 Juh p m p m loof water.

* Prewous files—14th May, 1891, 8th March, 18% t William H Thompson, aged 52 3 cal’s, set erely burned about the hands and face, H Thompson, son, aged 21 ^cais, slightly burned about the face Miss Elsie Thompson daughtei, 
aged 17 > ears, shghtlj burned about the hands and face , E A H Stephen, aged 36 3 ears, slightly burned about the head and face. Attended to at home by Dr Hmdei of Ashfield
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Details of Fires which have occurred within the Metropolitan DistTict—continued.

Date

W
he

n
di

sc
ov

er
ed Time

of
call

Friday, 7 35 7 38
9 July. p m p m

Saturday, 10 44 None
10 July, a m lec d

Monday', 1 42 1*45
12 July, a m a m

Tuesday, 11 20 11 42
13 July, a m a m

1 55 20
p ni p m

Wednesday, 7 35 7 40
14 July'. p m p m

Thuisday, 11 0 11 4
15 July. a m a m
Monday, 9 45 9 50
19 July a m a m

2 22 2 25
p m p m

Tuesday, 7 45 7 49
20 July p m p m

Wednesday, 12 43 12 45
21 July a m a m

Thuisday, 5 35 5 37
22 July' p m p m

Satuiday, 7 40 7 47
24 July p m p m
Sunday, 2 40 2 4o
25 July p m a m

Wednesday, 11 5o 12 1
28 July a m p m

10 41 10 43
p m p m

Fuday, 3 4 SO
30 July a m a m

11 0 1118
p m p ni

Saturday, 4 40 None
31 July a m reed

>> »> ■■

7 44 7 46
p m 1? m

Locality.

27, Shepherd street, 
Daihngton 

George and Maiket 
Streets, City

George st, Camperdown

Sir J Banks’ Road, 
Botanj.

Belhcuie Paiade, 
Hursfc\ille

13, Unden\ood stieet, 
Paddington 

13, Pnnces stieet, Citj

Hubei t street, Leich 
haidt

97, Market stieet, Citj

Albert stieet, City

11, Bailinghurst Rood, 
Citi,

8,Giosvenor street, Cit}

Devine street, Erskine 
ville

Mowbiay Road, West 
Willoughbj.

22 Walkei st, Noith 
Sydney 

Buckland st,off Geoige- 
street West, City 

84, Di\on stieet, City

, Dixon stieet, City

“Gleneyra,” Glcnmore 
Road, Paddington 

Oakville street, Noith 
\V illoughby.

181, Dailmg street, Bal 
mam

C Eidepence

Hon C J Robeits, 
M L G , “ Roberts’ 
Hotel ’

fGeorge Da\ idson 
“ Bouike Hotel ”

Name of tenant

P Dc Sa\c

Pati ick Condon 

John Wilson 

J Armitage 

James Kbhen

Matthew Muir 

Jas W Dawson

McJennetandHannnond 

0 Matton

Joseph Reitano 

Thos Richaids 

JCliffoid, Lo\ e, & Co Flour and starch 
mills

:{Chicago Fiom Mills,” Petci Millei, 
managei

How promises 
occupied

Private dwelling

Licensed
Victualler

Pm ate dwelling

Poulteier

Shed

Pm ate dwelling

Fimterer and 
gieengiocer 

Dairy man

Unoccupied 

§E W Beard 

Unoccupied

Mrs F N Lawson 

John Single

Joseph Jolley 

W E Dance

Pm ate dwelling 

Bedding factory 

Pnvate dwellm;

Store

Private dwelling 

BaKCi

Construction of 
pi emises

Buck, and iron 
loof

W boaid, buck, 
w ith iron roof

Brick, weather 
board, and 
iron roof 

Wood and non, 
with non roof 

Buck, and slate 
loof 

Buck, and iron 
loof # 

Weatherboard, 
and non roof

Buck, and iron 
loof

Wood and iron, 
with non roof 

Stone, with non 
ovei shingle 
roof 

Buck, and non 
loof

Weatherboard, 
and non roof 

Buck, weathei 
board, and 
non roof

Brick, and iron 
iooI

Buck, and slate 
roof '

Stone, and slate 
loof

Weatheiboaid, 
and iron loof

Buck, and iron 
roof

Weatheiboaid, 
and nomoof

Ongin or 
supposed cause 

of fiie.

Candle

Spaik from 
chimney.

Unknown

Matches, children 
playing with 

Tai boiling ov ei

Matches, careless 
use of

Gas explosion

Spaik fiom fiie 
place

Plot ashes .

Matches, careless 
use of 

Matches, children 
playing w ith 

Unknown

Tai boiling ovei

Spontaneous igni 
tion

Incendiarism

Hot ashes 

Unknown

Unknown

Contents

None

AustralianMutual, 
£8,500

Building

Unknov n 

Victoria, £14,000

None

Merct Mut , £700

United, £50

City Mutual, £200

London and Lan 
cashue, £750 

Mei ct Mut, £200

None

Colonial Mutual, £290 

Unknown

National, £700, 
Standard, £600, 
City Mutual, 
£600, New Zea 
land, £600— 
£2,500

None

Unknown

None

None

Unknown

None

Royal, £2,400 , 
South Butish, 
£600—£3,000

Unknown

Liv ei pool and Lon 
don and Globe, 
£1,000 on three 
houses

Unknow n

Lnerpool and London and Globe, 
£2o0

None None .

Extent of damage, Lc

Window cm tain burned, in bedioom, on first fiooi

About 14 ft. x 6 ft of roofing damaged by fire, and cutting 
away

Shed building about 24 ft x 10 ft, used as a stable, burned 
and paitly fallen down , also a building of two floors25 ft 
x 24 ft, used as a coachhouse, with contents, consisting of 
harness &c , seveiely damaged by fire

A dwelling of six rooms, with contents, burned, and ioof 
fallen in

A dwelling of two icoins, with contents, burned, and fallen 
down

W indow cm tain, burned, in back room, on giound fiooi

About 3 gallons of tar destroy ed by fire, in yaid, at leai of 
premises

A cottage of foui looms, with contents, buined, and fallen 
dow n

Side, roof, and ceilings of cottage, severely damaged by fire 
and cutting away Fuimtuie damaged by removal

Flooung m fiont loom on second fiooi damaged by file and 
cutting away , ceilings damaged by explosion

A shed, about 25ft xlOft, with contents, consisting of build 
mg materials, be , slightly damaged by fire and watei

Rubbish box burned, at icar of dwelling

Lining boaids of shop, also contents, slightly damaged by 
fne °nd water

Side of weatheihoard outhouse, and a small quantity of 
foddei, damaged by fire

A building of one loom, used as a diying loom and known 
as the staich room, contaimngalaige quantity of staich, 
burned out and fallen clown , also a building of thiee 
floors, about 120 ft x 45 ft, containing a laige quantity 
of flour, bin ned out and fallen dow n, a building of tw o 
floois, about 50 ft x 20 ft , containing flour and 
machmeiy, buined out and fallen down , engine house, 
about 20 ft x 15 ft, burned and fallen down, all 
bui'dmgs adjoining and communicating

Ceiling and walls of laundry on ground fiooi slightly 
damaged by fne and smoke.

A small quantity of flock on first and giound floors 
destroyed by fire

Floonng of back room on giound fiooi, and staircase to first 
fiooi, severely dai lagecl by fire

Fiooi mg of back loom on giound floor severely damaged 
by fire Staucase to first floor destroy ed, and first fiooi 
seveieh damaged by fiie

Rubbish fire at real of dw elling

A building, about 18 ft x 15 ft of one floor used as store, 
with contents, consisting ot furmtmc, & , burned, and 
fallen down

Verandah, also poition of roof, slightly damaged by fire

A quantity^ of fodder in loft of stable at tear of premises 
damaged by fiie and water

Extinguished by

Inmates with buckets of 
water

MFB, with one hydrant 
assisted by Volunteer 
Fire Coy’s

MFB, assisted by Vol F. 
Co , with one hydiant.

Kogarah and Rockdale Vol.
F Co , with one hydiant 

Inmates, with buckets of 
w atei

Inmates, with sand.

Leichhardt Vol F Co , and 
M F B , w ith tw o 
hy di ants

Inmates and MFB, with 
buckets of w atei

MFB, with one hydiant

MFB, with buckets lyO

In i ates, with buckets of 
water

Buined itself out (no water 
a\ ailable)

Wo'kmen, with sand 

MFB, with one hy-drant.

Police, with buckets of 
w atei

Neighbours, with buckets 
of w ater

Balmam V F Co , with one 
hydiant

loth Autmst 1896 t Claudius Ek.n aged 60 jeais, slightly burned about the hands J Prei ious fires at Kent street, City -22nd April, 1892 , 31st January, 1893 , 30th August, 1893 S' Subsequent fire, 24th December 1897. 
Previous fire, lot wate a„<i distinct fires An inquest « as held on the 3rd August, at which the folio* ing verdict was icturned That the premises were wilfully set on fire by some peison or persons unknown ^
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Details of Fires which have occurred within the Metropolitan District—continued.
■t

Date

W
 h

en
di

sc
ov

 er
ed Time

of
call

Locality Name of tenant How premises 
occupied

Construction of 
pi emises

1897
Sundaj, 612 613 67J, George street West, J C Morris Butcher1 August p m p m City
Tuesday, 4 15 4 18 18, Market row, City Henry Hayes Private dwelling3 August p m p m

Wednesdav, 6 43 6 47 Adelaide Bond, Smiths ♦Gillies B-os
4 August p m p m Wharf, City roof

Friday, 4 33 4 36 32, Castlereagh street, Austialian Star News Australian Stai
6 August a m a m Citj paper Co (Ltd ). J Publishing

M Sandeis, manager Offices

10 58 111 Abattoirs road, Pyi Roharty & Tayler Sailmakeis Weatherboaid,
p m p m mont, City stone, and

iron roof

Sundav, 12 10 12 14 Percival road, Peter Walter McKenzie Stationer and
8 August a m a m sham newsagent and iron loof

40 None Hill and Cathenne Sts , Arthur W Scott
a m rci d Leichhardt

,, 5 lo 5 21 Smithfield tWoiteis Carter ' General store
a m a m

Fuday, 8 26 None 86, Bathurst street, City D Hadkms Incubator manu13 August a m lec d
Sunday, 1 26 1 27 Taylor lane, off Oxford W P Fernandez Photographic

15 August a in a m street, City studio iron loof

Friday, 1 40 1 43 323, George street, City Peny and Core Tailors20 August p m p m
Satuiday, 1 57 1 59 tlsmire stieet,Kensing J C M'Dougall Pnvate dwelling
21 August, p m p m ton

„ 85 88 Morwick stieet, Bur Matthew Fourro Weatherboard,
p m p m wood

Sunday, 12 47 12 51 13, Pelican lane, City Michael Maioc Carpenter Wood and iron,22 August p m p m with iron over

Tuesday, 8 35 8 40 48, Alfied stieet, North Walter Burnham Shop and dwel
24 August p m p m Sj dney ling

,, 11 45 None 443, Elizabeth «tieet, Aloy sois Lenehan Pnvate dwelling
p m rec d Redfern

Wednesday, 510 5 19 56 Alfied street, North Gilbert Russell
25 August a m a m Sydnej stationer

Thursday, 2 30 None Hilly steeet, Concord Chas Townsend Priv ate dwelling
26 August a m reed and iron roof

” j* » Mannus Curran „

Sunday, 3 25 3 29 Curtis street, Balmain James Dosew ell
29 August a m a m
Monday, 7 45 7 47 Railway road, St Peters J W. Baldwin

30 August p m p m
>» 8 45 9 10 Sutherland stieet,Rook Newington Asylum A W Gieen, Wood

p m p m wood Supenntendent
” »» » M » » Caretakers dwel Wood, and iron

Tuesday, 9 30 9 36 19, Susan street, New JHenrj Howard
ling

Private dwelling Weatherboard31 August p m p m town and iron roof
,, „ ,, 21, Susan stieet, New Herbert Pocklington

town
,, 10 50 10 55 Queen s Avenue, School of Arts, Buck, and non

p m p m Kogarah Robert M'Farlane, Caretaker loof

Origin or 
supposed cause 

of fire

Matches, careless 
use of

Light thiown 
down 

Unknown

Light throw n 
down

Lime, slaked h^ 
ram

Unknown

Spontaneous
ignition

Unknown

Light thiown
down

Matches, children 
playing with 

Lamp, m contact 
with curtains 

Defect in adjoin 
mg chimney

Light thrown
down 

Unknown

Incubator, defect 
in

Candle

Light thrown 
down

Kerosene lamp, 
upsetting of

Light thrown 
down

Insurances

Extent of damage, &c Fxtmguishel by
Contents Building

None Unknown Small bedroom fire MFB, with Tozei pump

Se\ eral offices Seieial offices

Citj Mutual, 
£13,095

None

Norwich Union, 
£1,000, Ro^al, 
£1 000, Liver 
pool & London 
<L Globe, £1 000 
—£3,000 

Unknown

Impel nl, £17d

None

Mercantile 
Mutual, £1,500 

Cit> Mutual,
£400

Commercial 
Union, £100

Phoenix, £1,600

Merct Mutual 
£942

Meict Mutual, 
£50 

None

None

London and Lan 
cashire, £550 

Unknown

Meict Mutual,
£1,100

Merct Mutual, 
£150

Unknown

Small fire in back bedroom , ceilings under damaged bj 
water

A large quantity of bondtd goods severely damaged by fire 
and watei, in second floor of a stoie Goods on floors 
undei slightly damaged by water 

A building of four floois, about 47 ft \ 70 ft, containing 
the machinery, plant, &c , used for the printing and 
publication of the Australian Stai newspaper Three 
top floors and contents nearly burned out, and part of 
loofoff, giound floor and contents icry se\ erely dam 
aged by fiie and water

Building of two fioois, about 45 ft \ lo ft , used as stable 
and sail loft, with contents, consisting of a quantity of 
sailmakers mateual severely damaged by fire, loof 
partly burned off

Fiont shop on giound fiooi, with contents, veryse\erelj 
damaged by fire and watei lest of building, and con 
tents, damaged bj fire, heat, and smoke 

A quantity of fodder damaged by fire in stable at real of 
premises

A weatherboaid building of shop and six looms, with con 
tents burned and fallen down 

Staucase on ground fiooi in reai of woikshop seveiely 
damaged by fire , gas engine shghtlj damaged by heat 

A shed building of tw o fiooi s, about 10 ft x 30 ft , top floor, 
with contents, consisting of photographic materials, <Lc , 
veiy se\erely damaged by fire and water 

Packing case and contents damaged by fire on fiist flooi 
landing , walls of landing damaged by heat 

Window frame and shelving damaged by fne m back room 
on ground flooi

Small fuc in fiont bedroom on giound flooi

A portion of stock and side and i oof of w oi kshop damaged 
by fire

Neighbours and MFB, 
with buckets of watei 

MFB, with one hydrant

MFB, with seven steam 
fire engines and five hy 
drants, assisted by seveial 
\ ol F Cos

MFB, with one hydiant

MFB, assisted by Leich 
hardt V F Co , with one 
hydrant

Police and inmates, w ith 
buckets of w ater 

Buined itself out

Paddington No 2 V F Co , 
with one hydrant

Employees, with buckets of 
water

Inmates, with buckets of 
watei

>> )t
M F B , w ith hand pump

Nor Union, £150 

None

Australian 
Mutual, £450

New Zealand, 
£200

Unknown

None

Fiont bedroom on first floor and contents damaged by fire, 
heat and w ater, ceiling of room under damaged by w ater 

A building of two floors, contents of back loom on ground 
floor slightly damaged by file and watei 

Shop and dwelling of two floors shop with contents, con 
sisting of tobacco stationeiy, &c , on giound floor sev 
erely damaged by fire and water 

A cottage of fiv e rooms and kitchen, w ith contents, burned 
and fallen down

A cottage of three looms and Kitchen buined and fallen 
down , portion of contents damaged by removal 

Fowl house and incubator at icar cf piemises severely 
damaged by fire

Small fire in back bedioom on giound floor

A bush house about 40ft x20ft in Asylumgioundsburned 
and fallen down

Curtain in back bedroom damaged by fiie

None

Mercantile 
Mutual, £250

City Mutual, £100

City Mutual, £100

Australian 
Mutual, £1,500

A cottage of three rooms and kitchen, w ith contents, nearly 
burned out

Front verandah and w indow of front i oom sev pi ely damaged 
by fire

Sitting room, kitchen, and anteroom, with contents, at 
rear of building, severely damaged by fire and water, 
ceiling and furniture of mam hall slightly damaged by 
fire and w ater

Inmates and MFB, with 
buckets of water 

Inmates, with buckets of 
water

MFB, with one hydiant

Burned itself out

Inmates, with buckets cf 
watei

Inmates andRookwoodV F 
Co , with buckets of w ater

M }>
M F B , with one hydiant

>> li

Kogarah V F Co , w ith one 
hy drant, assisted by Rock 
dale V F Co.

* Previous fire, 13th March, 1895 t Outside MFB area An inquest was held at which “ an open verdict was returned ” t Maiy May Howard, aged 4 years and 3 months, burned to death An inquest was held on 1st September, and the
following verdict was returned —“That deceased met her death through the accidental explosion of a kerosene lamp ”
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Details of Fires which have occurred within the Metropolitan District—continued.

Date.

W
he

n
di

sc
ov

er
ed

. i

Time
of

call.
Localitj7. Name of tenant.

How premises 
occupiel.

Construction of 
piemises.

Origin or 
supposed cause 

of fiie.

Insuiances.

Contents. Building.

1897.
Wednesday, 12-55 1-0 79, Queen-street, Wool W. Fmdlej ... . Fish cm er . . . Stone, and slate Smoke-house, None . Unknown ...

a.m. a.m. lahra. roof, overheating of.
1-47 1-50 Joseph-street, Rook- Patrick O’Neil . Private dwelling.. Weatherboard, Unknown . n • Austialian

wood. and iron roof Mutual, £100
9-45 10-2 Angel Road, Burwood . ♦Patrick M‘Andrew .. >} Brick, and iron Incendiarism Colonial Mutual, Meicantile
p.m. p m, roof. £150. Mutual, £500.

4-55 4-58 Brav-stieet, Eiskine- Glass factorj Weatherboard Unknown Commcic.al Commercial
5 September. a.m. a.m. ville. andiron, with Union, £300. Union, £150.

iron roof.
» »> • tw. Jackson . ... Private dwelling *» • „ - None , Unknown

Monday, 7-15 7 21 Off Botany Road, North W. S. Woodward Shed . Weatherboard, J} None
6 September p.m. p.m Botany. and iron roof.

Tuesday, 3-0 None 38, Regent-street, City.. Ilcnrj J. Low ... Piivate dwelling. Buck, and slate Candle . Victoiia, £600 Unknow n
7 September. a.m rec’d roof.
Thursdaj7, 1 0 r 45, Oxford-street, Citj7.. M. Tierney . Produce store Brick, and iion Light throw » None ,,

9 September. p.m. roof. down.
Friday, 8 0 84 165 to 169, Palmer-street, JT. M‘Garth\ & Co Case and bottle Wood and iron, Unknown .. Colonial Mutual, London and Lan
10 Sept. p.m. p.m. City. merchants. withironroof £400 cashne, £230.

8 20 8 25 325, Glebe Road, Glebe Sophia M‘Ivensie Pnvate dwelling . Brick, and iron Candle None . . Unknow n
p.m. p.m. roof.

Sunday, 10 12 10 17 59, Norton-street, Leich Ernest E. C. Ganctt Chemist Biick, and slate Chemicals, e\- United, £0(50 . ,,
12 Sept. a m. a m. hardt. loof. plosion of.

Wednesday, 7 30 None Lime-street, Ashfield Mrs. Burfoid Pnvate dw elling. Weatherboaid, Candle . None .. Commercial
15 Sept. p m rec’d. - and iron loof. Union, £300.

Saturday, 5 40 5 42 Grosvenor Square, City ♦“Grosvenor Hotel ” Co., Licensed victual Brick, and iron Spontaneous ig Sevcial offices.
18 Sept. p.m p.m. §Rudolph Tudor, ler. loof. mtion.

Manager.
5 45 5-50 Dorris street, North ||John Peterson Piivate dwelling. Weatherboaid, Tai boiling ov er . None . Austi alian
p.m. p m. Sydney. and iron roof. Mutual, £125.
6 12 6 14 114, Rose-street, Dar- Harry Bnghtwell . .. ,, Brick, and slate Matches, careless ,, Unknown .........
p.m. p m. hngton. lOOf. use of.

Sundav, 8 55 9 0 129, Pairamatta Road Thomas Mj res . . Fuinitmcdealer Biick, wood, Unknown New Zealand, Mercantile
19 Sept. p.m. p.m. Annandale. and iron roof £100. Mutual, £150

Wednesdaj 6 25 6 45 Walker-street, North ♦♦William Angus Tobacconist . Brick, and iron Gas, explosion of None.. . Unknown
22 Sept. p.m. p m. Sydney. roof.

6 57 6-59 244, Victoria-street, City tfW. Fuiness Ironmonger ,, Kerosene lamp, Sun, £500 . ,,
P m- p m. upsetting of.

Sundav, 12 5 2 30 Off Mowbray Road, Ah How . . Piivate dwelling Buck, weather ,, None . . . None
26 Sept. a.m. a.m. North Willoughby. board, and

non roof.
11-13 11-15 99, Regent-street, Red- X%F. J. Williams Butcher . ,, Matches, children ,, .. Unknow n
a.m. a m. fern. playing with.
7-40 7 43 349, Darling-street, Bal- Mrs. Mooi e .. . Fruiteicr . Wood, and iron Unknown . None . ... ,, .

p m. p.m. main. roof.
Tuesday, 10-45 10-48 10, Iiis-stieet, City F. Gore .. Giocer ___ Brick, and iron Kerosene lamp, Northern, £100] ,, ..

28 Sept. p.m. p m. roof. explosion of.

Wednesday 1-20 1-26 12 Ann street, City .. James Breen . .. Licensed victual Light thrown Citj7 Mutual, £250 City Mutual, £800
29 Sept. a.m. a m. ler, “ Limenek down.

Castle Hotel.”
Thursdaj7, 12-5 12 10 15 and 17, Flinders- §§\Yilliain Scott . . Pawnbroker .. Brick, with iron Tar boiling over.. Commercial Unknown

30 Sept. p.m. p.m. street, Citj7. roof. Union, £1,100.

Saturday, 8-30 8-35 23, Whaling-street, N W. E. Lloyd ................ Private dwelling.. Weatherboard, Candle.................. None................ Royal, £300 .
2 October. p.m. p m. Sydney. and iron roof.
Sunday, 9-0 9-4 257, Bourke-street, City HIIMrs. L. Lloyd................ Brick, and slate Kerosene lamp, City Mutual, on 3

3 October. p.m. p m. roof. explosion of. houses, £1,000.
Monday, *2-36 2-40 195 George-street West, A. Sinclair and Co........... Produce store.... Light thrown None....................... Australian

4 October. p.m. p.m. City. down. Mutual, £200.

Extent of damage, Extinguished by

Smokehouse at rear of premises, uith contents, siightlj 
damaged by fire.

A cottage of three rooms, and contents, buined and fallen 
dow n.

A dwelling of four rooms and kitchen ; back bedroom on 
first floor, and contents, veij severely damaged by fire 
and water; rest of building and contents damaged by 
fire, heat, and water.

A building used as a glass bottle factorj, about 72 ft. x <2 
ft, burned, and partlj fallen down.

Side and roof of dwelling sev erclj' damaged bjr fire and 
water. _

A weatherboard building of two floors, about 2t ft. x 27 ft., 
used as a pigeon house and dog kennel, burned and 
fallen dow n.

Contents of front bedioom damaged bj flic and water

Rubbish fire .... •

About 600 gi oss of s'raw cm elopes and a number of packing 
cases seveieljr damaged bj fire and watei m stoic

Small bedroom fire .. • •

A quantity of chemicals and a poition of eountei in icar of 
shop damaged bj7 fire and water.

Small fire in bedioom on first flooi . ••

A poition of wooden flooring on roof, and side of roof door
way damaged bj7 fire.Back kitchen and contents siightlj damaged bj fire, smoke, 
and water

Back bedroom on first floor slightly damaged by fire and 
w ater.

A portion of flooring, and ] artitionin room at back of shop, 
with contents, slightly damaged bj fire, smoke, and 
w ater. -

Small lire in fiont shop .... .

Small fire in front shop on ground floor . ...

A cottage of six rooms, with contents, buined and fallen 
down. '

A portion of roof of stable damaged by fire and cutting 
awaj\

A portion of counter in fiont shop on ground floor damaged 
by fire, and fiont door bioken open.

Contents of shop on giound flooi damaged by fire and 
w ater.

A portion of staircase and ceiling in back loom in basement 
damaged by fire.

Back pait of shop and contents severelj damaged by fiie 
and water; rest of building and contents damaged by 
heat, smoke, and water.

Front room on ground floor, with contents, damaged bj 
fire and water.

Contents of bedroom on ground floor damaged by fire and 
water; room damaged by heat and smoke. *

Two rooms on first floor nearly burned out and part of roof 
off. 

Woollahra V. F. Co., with 
buckets of water.

Rookwood V. F. Co., with 
one hydrant. ^

Burwood and Ashfield V. F. 
Co’s , assisted by M F B , 
w ith one hydrant.

M.F.B., w’Uh one steam fiie 
engine and one hj drant.

M F. B., assisted by V F. Co’s. 
w7ith buckets of water.

Inmates, with buckets of 
w ater.

M.F.B., with one hj7drant, 
assisted by Paddington 
(No. 2) V.F. Co.

Inmates, with buckets of 
water.

Inmates andLeichhardt Vol. 
F. Co., with buckets of 
water.

Inmates, with buckets of 
water.

Inmates and M.FB., with 
buckets of watei.

Inmates, with buckets of 
water.

Burned itself out.

M F.B., wuth buckets of 
water. ,

Balmain V.F. Co., with 
buckets of water.

Inmates and Paddington 
No. 2 V.F. Co., with 
buckets of water.

Inmates, with buckets of 
v ater.

Paddington No. 2 V.F. Co, 
and M F.B., with two 

hydrants.
M F.B. and neighbours, with 

buckets of water.
Neighbours and M.F.B., 

with buckets of water.
M.F.B., with one hydrant.

* An inquest was held by the City Coroner, at which an open verdict wTa9 returned. Patrick M'Andrew7 was subsequently placed on trial on the charge of wilfully setting the premises on firo, and w-as acquitted by the Jury at t Co 
Quarter Sessions on the 10th November, 1897. f Previous fire 4th May, 1897. J Previous fire at Little Rilej’-street, 13th Maj7, 1893. § Previous fires—15th April, 1895 ; 5th April, 1895 ; 23rd July, 1894; 2nd May, 1892 , 2itn Marc , 188 .
|| John Peterson slightly burned about the face and hands. ** William Angus, age 21 years, slightly burned about the head. ft Previous fire—3rd December, 1896. XX Elizabeth Williams, aged about 2 years, severely burned about the arms 
and bod}7. §§ Harold Parr, aged 20 jTears, slightly burned on right hand; attended to at home. |||| Mrs. Lloyd slightly burned about the face.
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Details of Fires wliicli have occurred within the Metropolitan District—continued

Date

T5 
* 23 o> Time

of
call

Localitj Name of tenant How premises Construction of Origin or 
supposed cause 

of fire

Insurances

occupied premises

*3 Contents Building

1897
Monday, 2 36 2 40 19* George stieet West, Robt Berminghan Restaurant Buck, and slate Light thrown None

4 October p m p m City roof down
}} 8 0 812 16, Smith st, Ashfield ^Fiedenc Noentm Private dwelling W board, and Keiosene lamp Unknown

p m p m shing’e roof upsetting of
Tuesday, 2 17 2 21 113, Claience st, Citj W II Golding Tailor Brick and slate Unknown London and Lan J}

5 October a m a m lOOf cashne, £300

3 42 New South Head Road, Paddock Burning ubbish
p m Woohahra

, 7 5 None 441, Elizabeth st, City Oscar Lofbcrg Confectioner Brick, and iron Candle Queensland Unknown
p m reed roof Mutual, £40

Wednesday, 12 35 12 45 Meihn st, N Sydney Henry Linton and Son Coal merchant) W boaid, and Onk lown None None
6 October a m a m iron roof

2 14 2 15 533 Elizabeth street, ■‘■Arthur Reid Pm ate dwelling Buck and iron Candle Unknov n Unknown
a m a m Citj xoof

Fuday, 815 8 20 202, New Canterbmy 
Road, Peteisham

W C Giey ,, „ Sun, £200
8 October p m p m
Sundaj', 9 36 9 40 o28, George stieet, City Pattinson & Co Chemists Unknown Austialian

10 October p m p m Mutual, £1 000
Wednesday, 2 50 3 0 204, Rose stieet, Dar James Mclnness Pn\ate dwelling None None
13 October p m p m hngton

5 12 5 16 167, Sussex sti eet, City Maik Wembeig Pawnbroker Brick, with iron Spark fiom flue Australian Mu can tile
p m p m over shingle 

roof
Weatheihoard,

Mutual, £600 Mutual, £52o

9 40 9 44 St Peters stieet, Wool Ii is Lamb Stable Candle None Unknown
p m p m loomooloo, Cit^ and iron roof

Thuisdaj, 9 40 9 45 Macquane street, Parra Mis Michaelhs Laundry Buck,with iron Defective flue A ictoua £600
14 October a m a m matta ovei shmgle 

loof
Fudaj, 1 20 1 23 91, Claience street, Citj Geo Muiraj and Co Printers and Brick, and slate Unknown Liverpool Ion Lon Ass Coipor

15 October a m a m stationeis xoof don & Globe £l 00(1 
Sun £1 ono
Koy 1 xclnnBe£l OOD 
''Coltish Union £1 Oil 
Aust Mutual £o0((
Impernl £500
Nor uch Union £oOfl 
North Bitisli £o0f| 
Comm Union iiOO 
N Zealand £o()
Cornn ill £al (
I on & I lure £50<

ation, £4,500, 
Guaidian,
£4 500, on three
buildings— 
£9,000

£8 O00

„ ,, 89, Clarence street, Citj Pitt, Biown, and Co Tea merchants „ , Rojal, £3,700 „

Satuiday, 1 23 1 27 City Chambers, 243, Pitt American Clothing Co , Tailors Buck, and non Atlas, £500 Roj Imp Noivvich
16 Octobei a in a m street, City J Weinheig, managei 

T Corbett Bookbinder
roof

,,
Union £25,000

” jj ,5 J Reidy Tailoi Manchester, £300 v
.. W H Haidnigham Jeweller ,, Mer Mutual, £170 1Sheerin and Hennesy Architects ,, Citj Mutual,£1000

245, Pitt street
Hj am Hams Auctioneer Uninsured )
H Oxenham Tobacconist >> >> Unknown

Tuesdaj, 12 57 10 3, Kensington street, Margaiet Kelly Grocer Aus Mutual, £380 Aus Mutual, £300
19 Octobei a m a m Citj

Wednesdav, 1 26 1 29 388, Oxford street, Pad JSarah Hind Prov ision shop ,, ,, Australian Unknown
20 Octobei a m p m dington Mutual, £200

1 36 1 38 Parramatta Road and Nelson & Cullen Engineeis ,, ,, Caledonian, £350 Australian
a m a m Seamer stieet Glebe Mutual, £150

9 32 9 36 220, Bourke street, City Margaret Hopkins Pnvate dwelling Buck, and slate Light thiown None Liv erpool, Lon
p m p m roof down don, and Globe

Extent of damage, &,c Extinguished by

Roof damaged bj fire and cutting awaj Contents of rooms 
undei damaged bj water and breakage 

Dining loom and contents on gioand flooi slightly damaged 
bj fiie and water

Back loom and contents on ground floor nearly burnt out 
and staircase destroyed Contents of fiont shop and fir^t 
floor damaged by smoke 

About 30 feet of fencing destroyed b\ fire

Window and window cm tain damaged bj fire in back room 
on giound floor

A weatherboard building 14 ft x 9 ft, and contents used as 
an ofiicc burnt out and fallen doivn Weighbndgc shghtlj 
damaged try fire

Bedioom and contents o i giound flooi damaged bj fiie and 
watei I

A small quantity of kapok damaged bj file in bath room, on 
ground floor j

Front shop and content'*, consisting of chemicals diugs J 
etc \ erj se\erel> damaged by fhe, heat, and smoke J 

Back bedroom on fiist fl >oi and contents, seveielv damaged! 
bj fire and water Rest of dw tiling and contents slightly 
damaged hj heat smoice and watei 

Roof of kitchen shghtlj damaged by fire and cutting away

M F B , w ith one hj diant

Inmates and neighbours, 
with buckets of watei 

M t B , with one hj drant

Woollahia V F Co, with 
one hydiant 

Inmates wifh buckets of 
wa^er

M I B , with one hjdiant

Inmates and neighbouis, 
w ith buckets of watei 

In nates, w ith buckets of 
w ater

AI F L , w th one hjdiant

Inmates with buckets of 
watei

Corn bin and small quantity of fodder damaged by fiie and 
water

A poition of loof damaged by fire and cutting awaj

A building of four floois and basement, about 30 ft x 66 ft 
two top floors and contents, consisting, of machmeiy 
stationery, Ac , nearly buined out and loof off, con 
tents of floors under se\erclj damaged by water

MFB and neighbouis, with 
buckets of watei 

Panamatta Nos 1 and 2 
Vol Fne Co s, with 
hjdrant

M F B , w ith six steam fire 
engines and tw o hydi ants, 
assisted bj smcral V F 
Cos

A building of four floois and basement contents, consist 
mg of tea &c , damaged b> watei 

A middle room on top floor used as a tailor’s w orkshep, and 
content^, neaily burned out and pait of loof off 

Contents of workroom on top flooi damaged slightly bj 
smoke and water

M B F , with one hydrant

Contents of i ooms undei top flooi damaged bj w atei and 
breakage

Contents of shop on ground flow shghtlj damaged bj water

Fiont shop and contents se\crelj'damaged by fire, smoke, 
a id water

Back loom on ground floor and contents slightly damaged 
by fiie and water

A shed building, about 30 ft x 40 ft, witl contents con 
sisting of a patent steam motor car and some machinci j, 
se\ eiely damaged b\ fire and water

Back bedroom on first floor and contents seveielj damaged 
bj Are and water

Paddington No 1 Vol F.
Co w ith drant 

M I B , with one hjdiant

Paddington No 2 Vol F. 
Co assisted by M F B , 
w ith hydrant

CO
O

Fiedenc Nocntm, aged 30 years, burned on light hand thiough extinguishing file. f Esther Reid, w ife of occupant, burnt about the body and hands, and taken to the Sj dney Hospital t Previous fire, 16th April, 1895.



Details of Fires which have occurred within the Metropolitan District—continued.

rs
c*. Time 1

Locality „ Kame-of tenant How premises 
occupied

Constiuction of Origin oi 
supposed cause 

of flic

Insuiances

Date X > of pi emises
Buildingj? o

•3
call Contents

1897
10 0 none 92 Oxfoid stieet, Pad G Daniel Diessmakei Buck, and iron Unknown None None

20 October 
Ihursday,
21 October

p in
10 50 
p m
6 24

icc d 
10 57 
p m
6 27

dington
15, Lang stieet, City

820, Geoige street, City

Miss M O Shea

William Caiey A Co

Pmate dwelling

Painteis and de

Buck, and slate 
loot

Brick, and iron

Light thiown 
down

Spontaneous igni Australian

Australian
Mutual, £1,000 

Unknown
23 October a m a m coiatois roof tion Mutual, £7,780

Sunday,
24 Octobei

115 
a m

1 20 
a m

42, Holden stieet, 
Ashfield

William Albany Pnvate dwelling. Weatheiboaid, 
and noi xoof

Candle fetandaid, £25 City Mutual, on 
two cottage*!, 
£450

12 53 12 54 Wattle stieet City *G A C Hoskins Ironfoundeis and Wood, and iron Spaik fiom '‘him Impeml, £<*,225 , Unknown
p m p m engineers loof ney Scott Union,

£8 22)
7 35 7 41 Lneipool Road, Samuel Chatfield Pmate dwelling Buck, and iron Unknown Unknow n >>

26 Octobei p m p m Ashfield roof

1 37 1 40 206, Oxford stieet, John Ashei Weatheiboaid, ,, None None
igT October p m

6 42
p m 
None

Paddington
206 Geoige street West, J H M'Donald Bank

withiiomoof 
Buck, and slate Gas bracket Unknow n

p m
9 3

reed
9 5

City
McE\oy stieet, Watei Chailes Vicais Fishmonger

loof
Buck, weathei Light thrown

p m p m loo boaid, and 
non roof

down

Thuisday, 
28 Oct

6 58 7 0 Bay sw ater Road, 
Dailmghurst

Mis M Whlson Pnvate dwelling Buck, and slate 
loof

Gas bracket Noith Queens 
land, £700

Se\ eral office*!,il 42 il 44 Kent and Li\eipool Tillock & Co Wholesale gioceis Buck, with non Light thro \ n Several olficcs,
p m p m Sheets, City roof down £20,000 £/,3DU

7 12 7 15 65, King st , New town J F Toir Cabinet maker Wood and non Unknown None None
a m and iron loof

Unknown67, „ J G Clegg Stable >>

73 „ Sydnej Simpson Coachbuildei Buck, with non Austialian Australian
5 roof Mutual Mutual

1110 1113 415, Geoige stieet, City R O Donnell Hairdiessei and Buck, w ith non 
and glass roof

,, Royal, £600 Unknown
31 Oct a m a m tobacconist

,, ,, ,, 413, „ „ Cowles A Dunn Gui smiths ,> ,, Unknown ..

3 0 3 10 Old South Head Road, Paddock Paddock Light thio\ n None None
p m p m Woollahia down

4 30 4 35 Manly ,, »> * „ „ „
p m
8 20

p m
8 29 Holden stieet, Ashfield fHeniy Schmidt Pmate dwelling Wreatherboaid, Unknown Austialian Unknown

p m P m and iron i oof Mutual, £150

8 35 Rocky Point Road, Paddock Light thrown None None
p m Rockdale down

}J 9 17 9 20 Castlereagh stieet, City W Tilley ’Bus pioprietor Wood Candle ,, »y

p m p m
Monday, 6 55 71 Lane Cove Road, Noith R E O Connor Paddock Bush fire ,, ,,

1 .November p m p m Sydney
,, 7 15 7 20 Blakehurst, Rockdale Miss Gair „ ,, .. >>

p m p m
,, 9 20 9 25 Manly ,, ,, ») >>

p m
9 25

p m
9 29 131 Annandale stieet, [{.Richard Taplin Pnvate dwelling Brick, and slate Candle Unknown Unknown

p m p m Annandale loof
1115 11 20 South Head Road, Paddock Bush fire None
p m p m Woollahra

Unknow nThuisday, 2 5 2 14 Balmain Road, Leich Unoccupied Pm ate dwelling Weatherboard, Unknow n ,,
4 Nov p m p m haidt and non roof

NoneFi iday, 10 45 10 52 Holden stieet, Ashfield J G North Paddock Burning rubbish ,,
5 Nov a m a m

E\fcent of damage, &.c

Shop fittings and contents of shop on giound flooi sh^htH 
damaged by file and watei

Lath and plaster walls and ceiling of empU loom on second 
floor damaged bj file *

A few cases ot gahamsed uon and small quantity of paint, 
&,c , and back pait of piemises on giound flooi sli0htl} 
damaged bj fiie

Small fiie in back bedioom on giound floor

An o\eihead bridge, 40 ft \ 20 ft, connecting rnouldeis 
shop with pipe shop, seierelj damaged by the

Back bedioom on fiist flooi and contents slightly damaged 
by fire, ceiling of loom undei slightly damaged bj 
watei

Window and window frame damaged by flic in stable at 
reai of piemises

Small fiie m back bedroom, on first flooi

A building, SO ft x 12 ft, used as a stable and smoke 
house, togethei with some harness, damaged bj fiie

A small fiie in back bedioom on giound flooi

Packing loom on fiut flooi and contents se\eielj damaged 
by fiie and watei , contents of looms under damaged bj 
w itei

A building about 45 ft x 12 ft, used as a factciy, with 
contents buined and fallen down

Coach house and stable, about 25 ft \ S ft , burned and 
fallen down

Side of building damaged by heat and windows lioken

Back part of shop and contents nearly burned out and 
most of roof off rest of shop ana contents ierj 
seicielj damaged by file, smoke, and watei

Doois and windows broken le&t of buildings and content* 
siightlj damaged by smoke and watei

A quantity of bush, gia*s, and fencing buined

A quantity of bush, giacs, Ac , buined

A cottage of foui rooms and kitchen, w iih contents, buined 
and rallen down , fuimtuie damaged by lemoial

A quantity of bush grass, &c , buined

Bus (No 369)—foie boot of ’bus slightly damaged by fire 
and w atei

Alaige quantity of bush and a portion of fencing destioycd 
by fiie

A quantity of glass destioy ed by fiie

Contents of bedroom on fiist flooi danagedbj fiie and w iter

A cottage of foui looms and kitchen, about 30 ft x 5 ft, 
buined and fallen down, about 40 ft of fencing buined 

About 34 acres of grass and a poition of fencing damaged 
by fire in paddock

* Preuousflies—18th No\ember, 1890, 13th May, 1897 , 25th Maj, 1897. f Preuous file, 22nd Februarj, 1895. t Mrg King, aged 64 j eais, shghtlj burned about the face and hands.

Extinguished by

Inmates, with buckets of 
w atei

MFB and inmates, w ith 
buckets of water 

MFB, with one hydiant

Inmate*!, with buckets of 
w atei

M I B , with one hydiant

Police and neighbouis, with 
buckets of watei

Inmates, with buckets of 
w atei

MFB, with one hydiant

Inmates and MFB, with 
buckets of w atei 

MFB, with one hydiant

MFB, w ith t \ o hy diants

MFB with one hydiant

Woollahia and Way eiley 
4 ol r Co s, by beating 
out

Manh Vol F Co , by be5t 
ing out

Ashfield 4 ol F Co , w ith 
one hydrant, assisted by 
Burwood Vol F Co and 
MFB

Rockdale "V ol F Co, by 
beating out

MFB, w ith buckets of 
watei

M F B , w ith one hy diant

Rockdale Vol I Co , with 
one hjdiant

Manly 4 ol F Co

Inmates, with buckets of 
water

Wa\ erlej and Woollahia 
Vclunteei Fire Co s

Leichhaidt Vol Fire Co , 
with one hydrant

Ashfield Volunteer Fire Co , 
assisted by MFB, with 
one hy drant

CO
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Details of Fires which have occurred within the Metropolitan District—continued.

Date

W
he

n
di

sc
ov

er
ed Time

of
call

Locality Name of tenant How premises 
occupied

Construction of 
premises

Origin or 
supposed cause 

of fire

Insurances.

Contents Building

1897.
11 55 11 58 Mount stieet, North Ellen Goodyear Private dwelling Brick, and non Spark from None Commercial

5 Nov a m a m Sj dnej roof adjoining chimney Union, £1,3

12 44 12 45 802, George stieet, City E J Bums Restaurant Brick,with slate Matches, children Alliance, £340 Unknow n
p m p m roof playing with

Saturday, 4 5 4 10 Henrietta street, Doctor Mantel Paddock Bush fire None None
0 Nov p m p m Waveiley

5 30 5 34 Kent street, City NSW Government Engineer’s shop Wood and iron Spontaneous ,, ,,
p m p m ignition

Sunday, 6 17 6 20 No 1 Matthew Ten ace, J McEvvan Private dwelling Brick, and Spark from chim ,, Unknown
7 Nov p m p m off Kent street, City shingle roof nevr

11 5 None 46 to 52, Bridge stieet, Wmchcombe, Carson, A Woolbrokcrs Stone and non Tar boiling ov er Scott l mon £o00
8 Nov a m rec d Citj Co roof Indemnity, £(,500

6 S 6 10 Wattle stieet, Ultimo, VG and C Hoskins Engineers W ood and iron Spark from chim Imperial Scott
p m City and iroii toof ney Union

A 7 0 7 5 257, Sussex stieet, City Holdsvv or th, Macpher General mei Buck, and non Gas bracket N Queensland j,
p m son, & Co chants lOOf Rov tl

7 18 7 20 Cemeteiy, Elizabeth Cemetery Light thrown None None
p m p m street, City down
7 30 7 32 117, King stnet, City W H Irons Mcrcei Buck, w ith non Unknown London and Lan Royal, £1,016

roof cashnc, £700
Tuesday, 2 17 2 20 George stieet, Parra Mis Butcher Boarding house W eather board, ,, None North British

a m a m matta and shingle
roof

3 45 3 50 106, Underwood stieet, Mis M Freeman Giocer Light thrown Unknown
a m a m Paddington down

Wednesday, 4 52 4 55 Windsor stieet, Pad W Kimbel Pnvate dwelling ,, Unknow 11
10 Nov a m a m drngton

Friday, 11 50 11 5o 3o2, Crow n stieet, City John Solomon W ood, and iron Matches,children, None
12 Nov a m a m roof playing with
Monday, 9 38 9 40 Rocky Point Road, Frederic Royal ,, Weatherboard, Candle United, £100 H
15 Nov p m p m Rockdale and non roof

Tuesday, 10 52 10 55 Darling Point Road, Mis J F Mitchell ,, Garden Burning rubbish Unknow 11 >»
16 Nov a m a m Woollahra

6 7 610 Regent and Stewart Unoccupied Stable Wood, and non Light thrown None
p m p m Streets, Paddington roof dov n

Fi iday, 7 2 7 5 Blackwall Point Road, Arthui Lvsaght Private dwelling Brick, and iron Candle h evv Zealand, £500
p m p m Five Dock loof
7 32 7 36 668, Daihng Road, Bal Patching and Bond Drapers ,, Gas bracket South British,
p m p m main £200

Saturday, 1 47 1 50 321-327, Kent street, Parsons Brothers General mei ,, Hot ashes Several offices Several offices
20 Nov a m a m City chants

4 30 None Gibbes st, Willoughby G F Bailey Tannerv Weatherboard, Unknow n Ausfc Mutual, Unknow n
a m rec d and iron roof £1,125

9 57 10 0 Merry lands tJoseph Kentuell Pnvate dwelling „ None „
a m a m

5 50 87, Oxford stieet, City Samuel Duffy Confectionei Brick, and iron Light thrown South British,
roof down £200

7 35 7 40 1, Evans street, Balmain Alex Goodsir Private dwelling Weatherboard, Matches, careless Lmted, £500
and iron roof use of.

Monday^ 9 30 9 35 24, Wells st , Annandale Thos H Walmsley ,, ,, Candle Norwich Union, £230
22 Nov p m p m

11 0 1117 Salisbury st, Hurstvrlle William Brown ,, ,, Unknown Mercantile Mutual, £65
p m ]> m

Tuesday, 12 16 12 20 179, Oxford stieet, City John Daniels Butcher Brick, with iron ,, None Unknow n
a m a ni roof
1 20 1 30 Rangers’ Estate, Mos* Vacant ground Bush fire ,, None
p m p m man’s Bay.

Extent of damage, &c. Extinguished bj

Fi out bedroom on fiist floor, with contents, damaged by 
fire and water

Back bedroom on giound flooi , and contents damaged by 
fire and w atei.

A quantity of glass and fencing in paddock damaged bj 
fiie

A cupboard containing w oilmen s tools damaged by file m 
shed

A poition of shingle loof damaged by file and cutting awaj

A small quantity of tai, cowhan and gum damaged bj file 
on giound flooi of waiehouse

Inmates, assisted by M F B 
and police, with buckets 
of water

Inmates, with buckets of 
w ater

VVaverlej and Woollahra

II F B , with one hjdiant

M F B , w ith buckets of 
w ater

Employees, with sand

A poi tion of w oodcn partition betw een boiler and mouldeis 
shop damaged by fire

Battery table and storage battei > in back part of shop 
seierely damaged b\ hie

A quantitj of giasa and bushes burned in cemeteiy

Employees, with buckets of 
w atei

M F B , with one hydrant

Shop and contents \c\} se\eiel\ damaged by fire, smoke, 
and w ater

Washhouse and contents, at real of piemises, burned and 
fallen down

A few bags bmned in cait, in }ard at icar of premises

A portion of fencing in 3 aid damaged b} flic at leax of 
pi emises

A portion of side of shed at real of dwelling damaged 
fire

Front bedioom on ground floor , and contents shghth 
damaged bj file and watei

A quantity of flowets, bushes , damaged b} fiie, m 
garden, adjoining ipsidence

A quantity of lubbish burned m stable

Back bedioom, on giound flooi, and contents damaged bj 
fire and watei

A quantity of diapeij in front pait of shop damaged b\ 
fire and watei

A small quantity of straw burned in boiler bouse at rear of 
stoie

A building of two floors, about 10S ft \ 50ft, w ith contents, 
consisting of machinen leathei, Ac , burned and fallen 
down , boilei house and contents \ety severely damaged 
by fiie

A cottage of two 100ms, with contents, burned and fallen 
down

A portion of fuimtuic in back bedioom on fhstflooi slightly 
damaged by fire

Dining room on ground floor and contents damaged by fiie 
and water

Back bedroom on ground flooi, with contents, severely 
damaged by fire and water

A cottage of three rooms and kitchen, with contents, 
buined and fallen down

Kitchen at rear of shop and four rooms on first flooi, with 
contents, very severeh damaged by fire and watei

About 50 yards of fencing burned

M F B , w ith one hy drant

Parramatta No l\ol Fne 
Co , with one hy diant, 
a^si-ted by Parramatta 
No 2 Yol Fne Co

Paddington No 1 Vol Fire 
Co , w ith buckets of watei

Paddington Vol Fire Co 
No 1, and Woollahra Vol 
Co , with one hydrant

Inmates, with buckets of 
w ater

Inmates, and Rockdale ol 
Fire Co , with buckets of 
water

M F B , with one hydrant

Paddington No 1 Vol Fne 
Co, with buckets of 
w ater

Drummoync Vol Fire Co , 
with private hose

Inmate", with buckets of 
w atei

31 F B , with private hose

Buined itself out

Parramatta Nos 1 and 2 
Vol F Cos , with one 
hydrant

Inmates, with buckets of 
vv ater

MFB, with hydrant 
assisted hy neighbouis 

Kogarah and Rockdale V F.
Cos , with hydrant 

Padd No 2 Vol F Co and 
M I B , with hydrant 

MFB, with handpump, 
and beating out

CO

* Previous fir es, 18th Nov ember, 1896, 13th May, 1897 ; 25th May, 1897 , 24th October, 1897. t Outside Metropolitan area
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IT
Details of Pires whicli have occurred within the Metropolitan continued.

co
i

fed

Date

W
he

n
di

sc
ov

 er
ed Time

of
call

1897
Tuesda^, 1 10 2 23
23 Nov p m p m

Wedncsdaj7, 2 35 2 42
24 Nov p m p m

8 23 8 31
p m p m

Thursday, 3 30 3 35
25 No\ a m a m

>• k’V 5 10
]■> m j) in

}J 9 5 99
p m p m

Ei luai, 2 o3 2 57
26 Noi. p m p m

Satin daj, 1 15 1 20
27 No\ p m p m

Sundae, 1 0 None
28 Non a m rec’d

, 10 55 11 0
a m a m

Tl.uisdaj, 3 35 3 41
2 Dec p in p m

}J 5 54 5 53
\) m ]i m
10 30 10 31
p m p m

Fnday, 11 S3 11 39
3 Dec p m p m

Sundaj, 5 55 6 0
5 Dec p m p m

10 2o 10 30
p m pn

Monday, 12 54 12 57
6 Dec i m a m

■Wedncsdaj, 2 8 2 12
8 Dec a ip a m
Fi idaj, 1 0 1 10
10 Dec a m a m

Saturdaj, 1 22 1 2o
11 Dec p m p m

Sunday, 12 15 None
12 Dec p m lec’d

7 20 7 26
p m p m

Monday, 1 48 1 o2
13 Dec. p m p m.

I uesday, 7 53 7 58
14 Dec a m a m

Thuisday, 10 20 10 32
16 Dec a m a m

Locality

B°lIe'V ue HiM^Woollahia

34, Day sfc , off Ei&kine 
stieet, Oit^

315, Puramatta road, 
LeichharcU

203, Recent st, Redfem

190, Regent , Redfein 
6, Dean's tenacc, oft 

Kent stieet, Cit\
201, Rilej stieet, CiU

205, Elizabeth st ,Cit3

23, Bland , Vshfteld

56, Campbell street,
Cit}

84, Canieion stieet, 
Paddington

72, Simmons stieet,
New town

Devonshue stieet, Cit>

147, Redfem stieet, 
Kedfein

70, Giafton 
Woollahia

Cenielcij, Lh/al eth 
street, tits

1C4, "N ictona stieet,
(it^

Ro^ehill and Boundaij 
Sheets, RctPeu

^ai lamatta Road, Pctei 
sham

Off AdeUide Whaif, 
Mtllei’s Point, the 
Harbom

753, Geoige stieet,
Cit)

Mowbiay Road, Wil 
loughbj

17, Loftus stieet, Citj

95, Clarence st , Citj

20, Sclw\n stieet, Pad 
dmgton

Einest stieet, Koitli 
S>dne^

Origin or 
supposed cause 

of fiie
Name of tenant How piemises 

occupied Extent of damage, <kc Extinguished bypi emises
Co it' nts Building

Su Daniel Goopci Pa Idock Bush fiie None None A paddock of glass buined in paddock MFB, beating out

J McGihen Pn\ate dwelling Brick, and non Spaik fiom fiie Unknown A small quantity of weaung apparel m bock kitchen on Inmates and neighbouis,
roof place giound flooi damaged fire with buckets of watei

Mis A J0II3 Confectioner Unknow n Noitli Queens ,, Cupboaid undei stans, with contents, and a portion of MFB, assisted by \ol F
land, F170 staus damaged b> fire and watei Cos , v ith one hj diant

Alfied Jactsqn Undeitakei Wood, buck, ,, Co’omal Afutual, £1,260 A shed building, about 50 ft x 40 ft, used as a coach ^
and iron loof house, stable, and workshop, with contents, consisting j 

of heaises, coaches, caits, &c , burned out an 1 paitlj7 v- 
fallcn clown , two hoises burned to death |

MFB jWiththieehjdiants, 
assisted b> A F Cos

Rcbt Collins Dx ice loom
Buck, w ith Spaik fiom chim

Cit\ Mutuil, £350 Side of outhouse and poition of fence damaged b\ fne )

Julius Aaronson 11 \ ate dw elhng Non^ Unknow n A portion of shingle roof damaged bj fiie and cutting aw a\ MFB, with buckets of
shingle roof ne> watei

J Dison „ Buck, md slate Kerosene lamp, ,, ,, Flooiclotli and undei pait of stans slightly damaged bj fire Inmates and neighbouis,
lOOf explosion of in kitchen in basement with buckets of watei

G H faubmann <'i_nwntei Buck, ai d Spaik fiom ad ,, ,, A small portion of shingle icof damaged b\ fiie and cutting M X1 B , nn hh buckets of
shmg’e icof ]ounns chmine\ awa\ w atei

A J Bricily Pin ate dwelling \\ catheiboaid Spaik fiom chim Mhanct, £G2o Comm Union, 2 Building at icai of dwelling, about 50 ft x 20 ft , used as^
with shingle net house®, £3,500 a ball loom, with contents, buined and fallen dON n J
mof

Buck, and s’ati „ Dwelling of ten looms—roof buined off, lest of buddin* Ashfield A F Co , AI F B , 
and Bui wood V F Co, 
with tlncc h\di mtsMai k Smith

lOOf and contents seNcrelj damaged by water ,
Cottage of six looms—loof burned off, lestof budding

and contents damaged by watei and iemo\al \

,, AV eathcibnaul, ,, Shed at icar of dwelling and contents damaged bj watei )

tan 1 shingle
lOOf

Yuen Tp Fanei goods Buck, with non Incendiarism Unknown Unknown A poition of bedding damaged by fiie in back put of stole Inmates, with buckets of
nnportci loof watei

Lewis Lasscguc Pm ate awelhng AVcatbeiboard, Light thiow n Unitec , £300 Bedioom on giound flooi and contents damaged by fire
and non roof dow n and w atei

Airs B A Camp ,, Buck, with Spai k from adjoin Meicantile Mutual, £150 Roof of cottage neailv buined off, icst of dwelling and con MFB, with njdiant
shingh roof mg chimney tents seNcrel} damaged by file, watei, and iemo\al

Chmch of England Cen eten Light tin own 
down

Unknown

None About an acre of glass burned in Cemeteiy 0 n

E\ccutois of the late Bakeis Buck, with skate Impeinl, £1,200 4 building, of two floors, used as a baken, &c , bakehouse, MFB, with two hNdiants,
Donald McLcin lOOf breadioom, and lumbei loom with contents, scNeieh 

damaged by fiie, and Nvater
assisted bN Watei ioo Vol
F Co

Tyic Go1dwatei Pm ate dwelling Buck, and s’ \te ,, isew Zealand,£2a0 Unknow n Dining room on ground floor, and contents damaged L5 Inmates, with buckets of
100f smoke and water w atei

Ccmefcii Liglit tin own A quantitj of glass burned m Cemctcij M F B n ith hjdiant

Rc\ J II Landau Pm ate dwelling Buck, and non Candle Unknow n Unknown Co itents of back bedioom on second floor damaged bj fiie Inmate®, and MFB, w ith
roof and w ate* buckets of watei

Thomas Caines Giocci Brick and Light thio \ n Noith Queens Unknow n Fiont shop and 100ms on giound flooi, with contents, MFB, with hjdiant
weatheiboaid, 

non and shingle 
roof

Bi ick

down l.ij, £.0 «e\eie]y damaged by file and watei , lest of building 
end contents damaged bj heat and smoke

Lnoccep ed Bi jldnv in couise U ikno n n None None A small cmantiti of flooi mg boaids at re.ai of piemises MFB, w ith sand
of constiuction damaged by fi.e

Baique “Socotia geneial caigo,tegisteied 
tonnage 1,597 tons, Captain Haidei

Steel Unknown Scn ciai ofhccs Se\cial offices Contents of foiehold veiy seieiely damaged b> fire and MFB, with two steam fiie
water, lest of general cargo in after part of ship engines and one hjdiant
damaged b> smoke and steam

Wamei Bros Bootmakeis Buck, with Gas bracket Austialian Unknown . A portion of flooi undei window of shop damaged hi fne Inmates, with buckets of
shingle and Mutual, £300 w atei.
non roof

Sun Mow Sing, & Co Stable \A ood, bag, and Unknown None None A stable about 12 ft. x 30 ft w*th contents cons sting of Burned itself out
baik loof foddei, harness, &c , buined and fallen down One hoise 

buined to death.
Heim Ganllicy \A ool biol or Stone, with non Gas biacket Indemn.tj A small quantity of papei burned, and wood partition dam Emplojees with buckets of

and glass i oof aged bj flic in front office on fust floor \n atei
Peter Bailhe Restau’ ant Brick, with n on Defcctn e flue None Unknow n A poit'on of shingle loof damaged bj fiie and cutting away MFB with one hjdiant *

o\ ei shingle 
loof

William Cook . Pm ate dwelling Buck a id stone, Light thrown ,, A portion of bedding damaged by fiie m bedioom on fhst Paddington No 2 Ar F C
* slate icof dow n flooi with buckets of watei 0

Joseph A mcent Paddock Burning rubbish ,, No ic About 40 yards of fencing seNeiely damaged by fne m M F.B w th one hj diant
paddock

CO'CO

* Outside Metiopohtan Tue Brigade area An mquest into the cause of the fire was held on tli° 17th instant at which the Jurj returned an open Aerdict
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Details of Fires which have occurred within the Metropolitan District—continued.

Date.

W
he

n
di

sc
ov

er
ed

.

Time
of

call.
Locality. Name of tenant. How premises 

occupied.

1897
Friday, 2-7 2-8 Valentine-lane, off Eden George.................... Photographer ..
17 Dee. a.m. a.m. George-st.rect, City.

Bray-strect, Ashfield ..
p.m.

7'30 7*53 Berry’s Estate, off Bay Robert Williams ........... Private dwelling..
p. m. p.m Road. North Sydney.
8-15 8-20 East-street, Granville .. James Muir......................... » • •
p.m. p.m.

,, 8-30 None Devonshire-street, *George Cramp ................ ,, ..
p.m. rec’d. North Sydney.
11-18 11-20 Thomas-street, City___ fG. and H. Hoskins . .. Ironfounders and
p.m. p.m. engineers.

Saturday, 12-20 12-30 Riley and Devonshire JAdolph Kaminsky .... Furniture maker.
18 Dec. a.m. a.m. Streets, City.

216, Devonshire-street, James Perry .........j. .. Butcher ................
City.

Sunday, 12-58 11 Harris-street, Pyrmont Colonial Sugar Co........... Sugar-works___
19 Dec. a.m. a m.

Tuesday, 9-20 9-25 274, Crowm-street, City Edward Doney................ Photographer ..
21 Dec. p.m. p.m.

Thursdav, 8 55 91 4, St. Mary’s-street, D. D. Orchard ................ Private dwelling..
23 Dec. a.m. a.m. Balmain.

24 Dec. a.m. a.m. George-strcet West,
City.

90 None 38i, Erskine-street, City Pechtor, Wilson, & Co... Bootmakers ....
a.m. rec’d.

,, 38, „ „ .. James Thompson........... Stationer................

>> 9 0 24, Rose-st., Darlington || Alexander Murdoch — Private dwelling..
p.m.
11-30 11-35 Raihvay Siding, Clyde, N.S.W. Railway Depart-
p.m. p.m. Granville. ment.

Saturday, 1-2-35 1-0 Church-street, Parra- Patrick Long ................ Geneial store___
25 Deo. a.m. a.m. matta.

Mondav, 12-30 12-35 Raglan-street, Waterloo Thomas Leahcy................ Private dwelling..
27 Dec. p.m. p.m.

” ” ” 98, Botany-st., Waterloo Eugene Dorney............... n • •

Tuesday, 12 35 12-39 “ Tetlingham Cottage,” Charles Macauley......... • •
28 Dec. a.m. a.m. Cook’s River Road, St.

Peter’s.
Wednesday, 2-20 2-26 104, Morehead-street, Unoccupied .................... >> • •

29 Dec. a.m. a.m. Redfern.

3-36 3-40 29, Hunter-street, City ^♦William Harris ........... Tailor ....................

tfF. Stevens........................ Ostrich feather
importer.

Friday, 3-15 3-20 Loftus-st., Marrickville W. Barclay......................... Private dwelling..
31 Dec. p.m. p.m.

p.m. 1 p.m.

Construction of 
premises.

Origin or 
supposed cause 

of fire.

Insurances

Contents. Building.
Extent of damage, &c.

Brick and iron Matches, 
roof.' use of.

.................... Burning

careless Colonial Mutual, 
£3,000. Koyal 
Exch., £1,050.

Unknown

rubbish None None

A building of three floors about 70 ft. x 30 ft. First floor con
taining a quantity of picture framing material, bicycles. 
Severely damaged by fire and water. Contents of ground 
floor slightly damaged by water.

A small portion of fencing damaged by fire in paddock ...»

Wood and can
vas.

Brick, and iron 
roof.

Stone, brick, 
and iron roof.

Wood and iron

Brick and wea
therboard, 
with iron roof 

Brick, with iron 
roof.

Candle

Spark from fur 
nace.

Unknown .........

Gas explosion .

Bed, bedding, and wearing apparel destroyed by fire...........

Front bedroom and contents damaged by fire and water ..

London and Lancashire, £600.

Imperial, £8,225 ; 
Scottish Union, 
£8,225.

Aachen and 
Munich, £300.

Unknown ...........

Australian Mu
tual, £50.

None Unknown

Cradle, bed, bedding, and furniture damaged by fire in front 
room on ground floor.

A wooden and iron partition about 6 ft. x 7 ft. around pipe 
shop damaged by fire.

A building of two floors, about 45 ft. x 21 ft., with contents, 
consisting of bamboo, cane, machinery, &c., burned out 
and roof off.

Windows in gable end of building damaged by fire................

Unknown Gas-pipe in yard damaged by explosion

Brick, with iron 
roof.

Weatherboard, 
and shingle 
roof.

Wood, and iron 
roof.

Brick, with iron 
roof.

Matches, careless 
use of.

Spark from ad
joining chimney.

Overheating of 
steam-pipe.

Rats at matches..

Gas explosion....

Spark from loco
motive.

None.........................

National Union, 
£400.

Imperial, £450 .. 

Northern, £350.. 

None.........................

Royal, £150 .... 

Unknown ...........

City Mutual, 
£4,000.

None.........................

A quantity of paper burned in front room on first floor....

Roof and ceiling of kitchen damaged by fire and water, and 
cutting away.

A shed building of two floors, about 20 ft. x 12 ft., used as an 
engine-room and drying-room. First floor and about 2 
tons of flock, severely damaged by fire and water. 
Engine-room and contents on ground floor slightly 
damaged by fire and water.

A portion of stock in shop severely damaged by fire and 
water.

A small portion of stock in shop damaged by smoke and 
water.

Rooms on ground floor and contents severely damaged by 
explosion.

Three trucks and contents, consisting of a quantity of chaff, 
damaged by fire and water.

Brick, with iron 
roof.

Unknown North British, 
£1,300.

Weatherboard, 
and shingle 
roof.

Brick, and 
shingle roof.

Spark from chim- Unknown 
ney.

Unknown ........... None.........

Candle Commercial 
Union, £60.

Mercantile 
Mutual, £500.

Unknown

A building of two floors, about 40 ft. x 75 ft., used as a 
grocery and produce store; produce store and contents 
very severely damaged by fire and water; grocery 
department and contents, and rooms on first floor, 
severely damaged by heat and smoke.

A portion of roof and ceiling damaged by fire and cutting 
away.

A portion of shingle roof damaged by fire and cutting away.

Commercial 
Union, £500.

Detached bedroom at rear of dwelling and contents damaged 
by fire and water.

Weatherboard, 
and iron roof.

Matches, children 
playing with.

None. Unknown Flooring boards and ceiling under in front room on first 
floor damaged by fire and water.

Brick, and slate 
roof.

Incendiarism ..

Brick, with iron 
roof.

Boiling over of 
tar.

Light thrown 
down.

Manchester, £100

Scottish Union, 
£650; London, 
£250.

None........................ Australian, 
Mutual, £200. 

None......................

A small portion of shop and contents on ground floor 
damaged by fire and water.

Front room on first floor and contents slightly damaged hy 
fire and water.

Kitchen and contents damaged by fire, smoke, and water;
hall and contents damaged by heat and smoke ................

A quantity of bushes in paddock burned.....................................

Extinguished by

M.F.B., with one hydrant.

Neighbours.

Neighbours and M.F.B., 
with buckets of water. 

Inmates and Granville V. F.
Co., with buckets of water. 

Inmates, with buckets of 
water.

M.F.B., with hand pump.

M.F.B., with one steam fire* 
engine and one hydrant, 
assisted by Vol. F. Coys.

Employees.

Inmates, with buckets of 
water.

Inmates and neighbours, 
with buckets of water.

M.F.B., with hydrant.

Inmates and neighbours, 
with buckets of water.

u >>
Inmates.

Railway employees, assisted 
by Granville V. F. Co., 
with private hose. 

Parramatta V. F. Co.. Nos. 
1 and 2, with two 
hydrants.

Waterloo V. F. Co., with 
buckets of water.

Neighbours and M.F.B., 
with buckets of water.

Inmates and neighbours, 
with buckets of water.

Waterloo Vol. F. Co. and 
M.F.B., with buckets of 
water.

M.F.B., with one hydrant.

Inmates and neighbours, 
with buckets of water. 

Rockdale Vol. F. Co., with 
buckets of water.

* Monta<me S Cramp a^ed 6 months, burned about the body, &c., and died subsequently at the North Sydney Hospital. f Previous fires—18th November, 1896 ; 13th May, 1897; 25th May, 1897 ; 24th October, 1897. J Previous fire at Raglan-
street Darlington 27th November, 1896. § Previous fire, 28th July, 1897. II James Dunlop and Alexander Murdoch badly injured by explosion and taken to Prince Alfred Hospital. An inquest wras subsequently held, at w'hich an open verdict
w’as returned ’** Two separateand distinct fires. tt An inquest wras subsequently held, at w-hich the following verdict was returned“ That the premises were wilfully and maliciously set on fire by some person or persons unknown.”

CO
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APPENDIX XI.

Sttmmabt of Localities for 1897.

City and Suburbs.

Class of Fire.

Total 
No. of 

fires.
False

alarms.

Chimney fires.

Grand
total.

Slight. Serious. Total destruction. Attendedwithengines,andreported as house fires.

Attendedwithhand-pumponly.In
sured.

Not in
sured.

Insur
ance
un

known.
Ini

sured.
Not in
sured.

Insur
ance
un

known.
In

sured.
Not in
sured.

Insur
ance
un

known.

City—
Bourke Ward .................................. 6 4 i i 12 3 i 3 19
Brisbane „ .................................. 13 11 2 4 30 8 3 .41
Cook ,, .................................. 7 12 4 1 i 25 1 3 3 32
Denison ,, .................. ............... 10 7 3 1 i i 23 9 1 4 37
Bitzroy „ .................................. 13 5 2 20 6 § S 37
Gipps „ ................................ 9 4 0 .... 13 4 3 6 26
Macquarie,, .................................. 10 10 2 i 23 4 2 7 36
Phillip „ .................................. 9 8 i 2 20 2 1 2 25

Total .......................... 77 61 15 10 i i i 166 37 14 36 253
Suburbs— '

Alexandria ...................................... 1 4 1 6 2 2 1 11
Annandale ...................................... 2 3 i ... 6 6

. 4.shfield............................................. 3 8 i i i 14 i 15
Auburn ......... ................................... 1 1 1

Balmain............................................. 4 13 17 5 1 4 27
Botany ............................................. 1 i 2 2
Burwood .......................................... 4 5 i 10 10

Camperdown .................................. 2 2 i 5 5
Canterbury ..................................... 1 1 i 2
Concord............................................. * * ’ . 2 i 3 ... 3

Darlington......................................... 1 3 i 5 5
Drummoyne..................................... i ... 1

Enfield ............................................. 3 3
Krskineville .................. 1................. 2 2 i 5 1 i 7

Five Dock ........................................ 1 ... 1 ... 1

Glebe................................................ 3 5 1 9 1 2 12
Granville .......................................... 3 3 3

2 2 2
Hurstville..................................i...... 1 3 ... 4 4

^Hunter’s Hill .................................. 1 1 ... 1

Kogarah ......................................... 2 ... 2 2

Leichhardt ...... ............................... 3 6 i 3 i 14 2 1 1 18

Manly ............................................. 3 3 3
Marrickville..................................... 2 2 4 3 ... 7

i I 2 2
*Merrykinds ..................................... i 1 i

Mosman ......................................... i i 2 i 3

Newtown ......................................... 8 6 i i 16 6 i 4 27
North Botany .................................. i i 2 2 4
North Sydney ........................... . 9 14 2 i i 27 3 i i 32

Paddington ..................................... 4 14 i 19 4 2 25
Parramatta .................................... 4 1 i i 7 1 8
Penrith ............................................. 2 2 ... 2
Petersham.......... .............................. 3 3 6 2 ... 8

Randwick......................................... 5 2 i 8 1 ... . ... 9
Redfern............................................. 2 9 i 2 14 1 15

• Bockdale ........................................ 9 2 i i 13 *.. 13
Rookwood.......................... ............. 3 i 4 1 5

*Smithfield......................................... i 1 1
Strath field ...................................... i 1 1
St. Peters ........................................ 3 ... 3 2 5

*Vaucluse ........................... ............. ... 1 i 2 2

Waterloo ..................................... 2 2 2 2 i 9 2 1 12
Waverley ........................................ 3 2 1 ... 6 2 8

3 2 5 1 6
1 8 . 2 11 3 14

•The Harbour ................................ 2 1 i 4 ... 4

Totals ..................... 164 194 26 21 2 30 9 3 449 86 22 54 611

* Outside Metropolitan Fire Brigade area.
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APPENDIX XII.

Summary of Trades for 1897.

36

Trades.

Class of Fire.

Totals.Slight. Serious. Total Destruction.

Insured.
! Not 

i insured.
Insurance
unknown. Insured. Not

insured.
1 Insurance 
j unknown. Insured. Not

insured.
Insurance
unknown.

2 9.

2 1 .......... 1 4
1 1

' 1 1
2 1 3

Blacksmiths.............................. i i
Boarding Houses...................... 3 3 6
Boat Builders .......................... . . i ....... i
Bootmakers and Factories...... 2 i ......  ' 3

2 1 .......... 3
Builders and Contractors ...... 1 i 2
Buildings in course of erection 2 2

2 1 3
Cab and Omnibus Proprietors.. i i 2

1 2 i 4
1 1
7 7

2
i 2

Coach'and Carriage Builders... 2 2
1 1
3 ...... ....... ...... f 3

9 2
2 1 1 4

1 1
6 1 1 8
X 1

3 3
1 i :::::: i 2

Fruiterers and Greengrocers ... 4 i 5
3 1 4
1 1 2

2 2
11 ....... ! ....... 3 19

Halls.......................................... 1 1
1 ....... 1 i

1 1
1 1 ...... i ....... 2
8 1 1 10
6 1 i | 8
2 2 ...... 1 ....... 4

1 1
Paddocks, Parks, and Yards ... 52 2 ...... i ....... 54

2 1 1 1 4
1

. ...
1

2 2 4
x 1 i 3
2 1 i 4
1 1
4 1 i 6

60 07 8 2 17 3 2 150
1 1

5 1 6
1 1 2

1 1
2 1 1 4

3 2 5
2 1 1 4
1 1
1 ...... t 1

10 1 1 ...... 1 12
1 .......... 1 1

5 i H
2 2

1 1
6 1 1 2 10
1 1 2

Unoccupied dwellings.............. i i 2 1 i 1 7
1 1 1 3

1 x 2
1 1 1 3

2 2
Workshops ............................. i i ...... 1 2

Totals.......................... 164 194 26 21 2 30 9 3 449
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APPENDIX XIII.

Hotj'hlt and Daily Summary of Calls for 1897.

Hour. Sunday. Monday. Tuesday. Wednesday. Thursday. Friday.
]

Saturday, j Totals.

A.M., 1..................................... 6 S 4 6 4 8 5 36
„ 2..................................... 4 4 3 2 5 2 23
„ 3...................................... 1 i 1 1 4 1 9
„ 4...................................... 3 i 2 3 5 2 16
„ 5........................................................ 2 3 •J 2 10
,, 6..................................... 2 1 2 2 2 • 9
„ 7... .............................. 1 3 1 2 i 8
„ S...................................... 1 2 i 4
„ 9...................................... i 2 2 2 8 2 2 14
„ JO.................................... •4 2 4 3 2 1 16
„ 11...................................................... o <> 2 2 1 3 1 20
„ 12...................................................... 3 6 5 1 4 4 26

P.M., 1..................................... o 4 4 3 o 4 5 24
„ 2..................................... 4 3 4 3 5 2 5 26
„ 3.............. ,.................... 7 f) 5 1 4 2 3 24
„ 4.................................... 2 2 • 4 2 1 7 18
» 5...................................... 5 S 5 0 5 3 6 38
„ 6..................................... . 4 (> 5 11 2 7 5 40
„ 7...................................... 10 15 11 9 7 8 12 72
„ 8..................................... 7 8 6 8 5 10 6 50
„ 9...................................... 4 13 5 7 5 3 5 42
„ 10...................................... 6 6 o 7 5 4 30
„ 11...................................... 7 3 i 4 10 i 26
„ 12..................................... 0 4 5 2 3 3 7 30

Totals ......................... S6 102 90 89 69 93 82 611

APPENDIX XIV. 

Weekly Summary of Calls for 1897.

Week. FalseAlarms.
Chimney
Fires. Fires.

Chimney
withEngine.

Totals. Week. FalseAlarms.
Chimney
Fires.

Fires.
ChimneywithEngine.

Totals

1st ending Jan. o 5 2 7 29th ending July 17 ... 2 i 5 8
2nd 9 ... 11 ii 30th 24 ... 2 6 8
3rd )} 16 ... i 2 9 12 31st 31 .. 2 5 8 15
4th 23 ... 3 i 11 15 32nd Aug. 7 .. 1 6 5 12-
5th 30 .. 10 10 33rd 14 .. 1 4 i 6
6th Feb. 6 ... i i 14 16 34th * „ 21 .. 1 4 5
7Ui 13 ... i 15 16 35th 28 .. i 0 i 7
8th 20 .. i i 15 i 18 36th Sept. 4 .. 2 i 8 2 13
9th 27 ... i 15 16 37th 11 .. 3 6 9

10th March 6 ... i 10 .11 38th 18 .. 1 i 5 i 8
nth 13 ... 3 i 17 21 39th j j

Oct.
25 .. 3 i 3 2 9

12th 20 ... i 13 14 40th . 2 .. 2 7 2 11
13th 27 ... 2 i 9 12 41st 9 .. 3 2 9 1 15
14th April 3 ... 1 6 i.. 7 42nd 16 .. o 1 7 10
15th 10 ... o 13 15 43rd 23 .. I 2 7 1 11
16th 17 ... I 8 9 44th 30 .. 3 T 9 1 14
17 th 24 ... 2 9 11 45th Nov. 6 .. i 17 18
18th May 1 ... 3 i 4 46th 13 .. 4 9 13
19th J} 8 ... i 12 13 47th 20 .. 1 3 10 14
20th s> 15 ... 4 i 5 10 48th , 27 .. 4 12 i 17
21st 5J 22 ... 2 3 17 L 23 49th Dec. 4 .. o 6 8
22nd 29 ... 3 2 7 12 50th ,, 11 .. i 6 7
23rd June 5 ... 2 5 7 51st ,, 18 .. 2 1 12 i 16
24th 5) 12 ... 1 :i 7 i 12 52nd 5 >

from
25 .. 3 1 8 12

25th 19 ... 1 4 . . i 6 25 to 31 .. 2 1 7 i 11
26th 26 ... 2 i 2 5
27th July 3 ... i 10 11 86 54 449 22 611
28th 5> 5> 10 ... i > 2 5 2 10
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APPENDIX XY.

Monthly Summary of Calls for 1897.

Months. False
Alarms.

Chimney Fires. Class of Fire.

Grand
Totals.

Attended
with

engines,
and

reported 
to be house 

fires.

Attended 
with hand- 
pump only

Slight. Serious. Total destruction.

Insured Not
insured.

Insurance
unknown. Insured

Not (insurance 
insured.! unknown.

1
Insured Not

insured.
Insurance
unknown.

January ................. 10 3 17 24 1 4 2 61
3 1 2 12 31 6 4 1 1 61
6 3 17 26 o 9 1 4 1 62

April ..................... 6 13 14 1 1 1 4 40
May......................... 9 2 7 17 20 1 4 60

6 2 5 10 9 1 1 1 35
July......................... 7 2 8 8 14 1 i 46
August ................. •2 2 9 10 9 2 2 36
September ....... . 9 6 3 11 7 2 1 2 41
October ................. 9 4 8 19 11 o 3 1 2 59
November ............. 10 1 2 16 18 5 o 2 2 58
December .............. 9 2 4 14 ii 6 4 ... i i 52

• f 1897 ......... 86 90 54 164 194 26 21 2 30 9 3 611Totals]
11896.......... 91 13 56 114 103 13 24 3 26 8 451

APPENDIX XVI.

Compabison of Calls for tie period from 1885 to 1897.

‘•1885. 1886. 1887. 1888. 1889. 1890. 1891. 1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 1897. Grand
Totals.

Casualties ..................... ... 2 i i 2 6
False alarms................. 42 32 14 35 33 44 52 47 68 49 82 91 86 675

Chimney alarms .......... 64 40 60 61 45 ' 52 33 75 75 90 82 69 76 822

Fires, slight ................. 160 150 174 222 179 205 216 270 210 206 299 230 384 2,905

,, Serious .............. 13 21 18 19 17 12 27 21 23 23 20 27 23 264

„ total destruction 23 34 15 35 29 18 19 23 25 41 48 34 42 386

Totals...... 302 277 281 372 303 333 348 437 401 409 533 451 611 5,058

• APPENDIX XVII.

Summaby of Causes of Eires for 1897.
Boiling over of fat, tar, &c.......................... ............................... 12 Incubator, overheating of.............
Burning rubbish............................................ . Lamp, kerosene, explosion of ....
Bush fires......................................................... „ „ upsetting of ....
Candle, careless use of ............................... Light thrown down ..................... ............... 86

.............................. 1 .............. 3
Clothes, in contact with fire...................... Matches, careless use of................
Doubtful or Unknown ............................. „ children playing with . ............. 19

............................ 2 .............. 3
Fireworks..................................................... Smoking tobacco..............................
Flue, defect in........................ i.................. .............................. 6 Spark from furnace ......................
Foul chimney................................................. ., chimney ......................
Furnace, overheating of........... ................. . .............................. 3 „ fireplace ......................
Gas bracket or burner ............................... „ locomotive ................. .............. 3
„ explosion ................................................ Spontaneous ignition.....................
„ pipe, defect in........................................ Stove, overheating, of.......... '..........

Hearth, defect in ........................................ . —
Hot ashes......................................................... Total ......... ...............*525
Incendiarism ....... .........................................

* This includes 76 chimney fires.

APPENDIX XVIII.
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APPENDIX XVIII.

Summaby of how Pires were reported to the Brigade for 1897.

Calls given by. Fires. False Alarms.

Chimney

Reported as 
House Fires.

Alarms.

Attended
with

hand-pump
only.

Totals.

Citizens at Fire Stations...................................................................... 152 18 9 28 207
Fire Alarm Telephones ................................................. .................... 165 49 12 13 239
G.P.O., per telephone.......................................................................... 95 14 1 6 116

2 2
Police, per telephone .......................................................................... 20 1 1 22
Police, at Fire Stations ...................................................................... 8 8 '

4 4
Seen from Stations .............................................................................. 4 6 10

1 i

1 i

i 1

• Totals.............................................................. 449 86 22 54 611

[is. 6rf.]
Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—180S.
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1898.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALE.S.

PHARMACY BOARD OF NEW SOUTH WALES.
(REPORT OP THE PROCEEDINGS OF, FROM 1st JULY TO 31st DECEMBER, 1897.).

Printed under No. 1 lleport from Printing Committee, 30 June, 1893.

lleport of the Proceedings of the Pharmacy Board of New South Wales from
1st July to 31st December, 1897.

Richmond Terrace, Domain, Sydney, 1 January, 1898. 
The Pharmacy Act having become law on the 1st July, 1897, a Pharmacy Board was appointed by 
G-overnment on the 12th August, 1897, and met for the first time on the 18th August, 1897. The 
members of the first Board appointed by Government were Messrs. Dr. J. Ashburton Thompson, R. T. 
Bellemey, H. S. Brothwood, C. Butcher, W. G-. Jones, C. A. Marshall, LI. P. Williams, and I. R. Willows.

Mr. R. T. Bellemey was.elected president, Mr. H. S. Brothwood, hon. treasurer, and Mr. A. Porster, 
registrar to the Board.

Mr. C. A. Marshall resigned his seat on the Board, but up to the present no person has been 
appointed to fill the vacancy.

The Board have held 11 meetings with the following attendance :—Dr. J. Ashburton Thompson, 5 ; 
R. T. Bellemey, 11; H. 8. Brothwood, 9; C. Butcher, 11; W. Gr. Jones, 10; C. A. Marshall, 3 ; LI. P. 
Williams, 10; I. R. Willows, 6.

The first work of the Board was to frame regulations under section 20 of the Pharmacy Act, and 
this was accomplished on the 9th September, after four meetings having been held for the purpose. The 
regulations were at once submitted to the Treasury, and were returned to the Board on the 5th October 
for some alterations, which were effected immediately, when the regulations were again sent to the 
Treasury on the 8th October, and having been confirmed by His Excellency the Governor, with the advice 
of the Executive Council, the regulations were gazetted in accordance with the requirements of the Act 
on the 12th November, 1897. Everything having been prepared for this event, notices and application 
forms were at once despatched, with the result that up to the 31st December, 1897, 521 applications for 
registration under the Act were received and dealt with.

Of these applications, 434 were granted, 71 were postponed for further inquiry, and 1G were 
refused.

Besides the above 521 applications there were 97 applications which have not yet been placed 
before the Board, on account of being incomplete or informal, or because the prescribed fee had not yet 
been paid. .

The Board had to contest against the reckless manner in which certificates, recommendations, &c., 
have been given to candidates for registration under the Act.

The Board, seeing the necessity for providing the required aecommodation for holding examinations, 
classes, &c., as provided for under the Pharmacy Act, waited upon the Hon. the -Premier and Colonial 
Treasurer for the purpose of inducing him to grant the free use of the old building known as the 
G-overnment Stores, in Lower George-street. The Premier, recognising the justice of the request, said 
the Board should have the use of the building if it were available, but later on informed the Board that 
they would have to pay £150 rent per annum for the use of the place. As this Board is not in a position 
to pay any such rent they are deprived of the necessary means for carrying out the examinations, &c., 
for qualifying candidates for registration as pharmacists. The Board desire to point out that though they 
are at present in possession of something like £450, which amount has been received for fees, &c., this 
will nearly be the total sum likely to be received for many years, as there is no other source of revenue 
at the disposal of the Board, and this amount will soon be expended for salaries, expenses, &c., so that in 
a year or two the Board will be absolutely without means, and would, therefore, not be justified in 
incurring the expenditure of £150 for rent. The Board desire to point out that in all other colonies 
ample accommodation has been provided by-G-overnment for the use of the various Pharmacy Boards.

*100— Einaitoe.
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PlNANCB.
Receipts_ £ s. d.

Fees for registration under the Act ... ... ... ... 593 5 0
Eegistration of indentures ... ... ... ... ... ... 110
Poisons licenses ... ... .'. ... ... .. ... 6 6 0
Exchange remitted with cheques...................................................... 3 8 0
Postage ............................................................................................ 0 0 2

Total £604 0 2
Expenditure:

Returned fees ...
Unpaid cheques ...
Exchange paid on cheques 
Registrar’s salary ...
Housekeeper’s wages 
Seal ... ... ...
Advertising ... ...
Stationery and printing 
Office utensils and sundries

£ s. d.
2 2 0 
3 3 0
3 10 6 

75 0 0
10 8 4 

5 2 6
4 5 6 -

24 4.5
11 7 6
----------- 139 3 9

Cash in bank on 31st December, 1897 
Eees to be returned ... ... ...

464 16 5 
14 14 0

Balance at the disposal of the Board £450 2 5

Recipeocity with othee Colojties.
Negotiations were entered upon between New South "Wales and Victoria for the purpose of 

recognising the certificates issued in the two colonies, but as the Victorian Board declined to register 
those persons who are admitted under clause 11, section D, of the New South Wales Pharmacy Act— 
that is to say, apprentices and assistants who have served a certain period before the passing of J the 
Pharmacy Act of 1897, and who are registered in New South Wales without examination—the negotiations 
at present have fallen through.

R. T. BELLEMEY, President. 
CHAS. BUTCHER.
H. S. BROTHWOOD.
I. R. WILLOWS.
LL. P. WILLIAMS.
WILLIAM Gr. JONES.

„ , J. ASHBURTON THOMPSON.
Sydney, the 1st day of January, 1898.

[3d.]
Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer.—ISf8.
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1898.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

HAY IRRIGATION TRUST.
(STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR 1897.)

Printed under No. 1 Peport from Printing Committee, 30 June, 1898.

Statement of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Hay Irrigation Trust, for the Year, 1897.
I, James Newton, of Hay, in the Colony of New South Wales, do solemnly and sincerely declare 
that the attached exhibit marked “ A ” is a return showing the cost of management, together with a full 
account of all receipts and expenditure of the Hay Irrigation Trust, for the year ending 31st December, 
1897. .

And I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the same to be true, and in virtue of 
the provisions of an Act made and passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled 
“ An Act for the more effectual abolition of oaths and affirmations taken and made in various Departments 
of the Government of New South Wales, and to substitute declarations in lieu thereof, and for the 
suppression of voluntary and extra-judicial oaths and affidavits.”

JAMES NEWTON
Made and signed before me, at Hay, this 5th day of March, 1898,—

W. H. Babber, J.P.

HAY IRRIGATION TRUST. 
(“A.”)

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure of the Hay Irrigation Trust, from 1st January, 1897, to
31st December, 1897.

Receipts. £ s. d.
To Balance at Credit, Old Trust ...................... 128 15 8

Advance from Colonial Treasurer ..............  8,331 1 1
Rent and grazing fees ...................................... 44 10 0
Deposits on allotments ................................../ 39 0 0
Sale of iron, &c..................................................... 9 13 3
Unpresented cheques......................................... 14 10 4

£8,567 10 4

Expenditure. £ s. d.
By Liabilities, Old Trust ................................... 4,477 17 3-

Engine-house and engineer’s cottage .......... 401 13 5
Excavation channels ...................................... 731 1 9
Fencing channels, &c...................................... 198 18 1
Piping, excavation and laying...................... 1,746 1 8
Bridges and culverts ...................................... 482 1 10
Weirs, measuring boxes, &c.......................... 96 16 3
Firewood ......................................................... 30 8 O
Law costs......................................................... 31 ]8 6
Postage, stationery, advertising, &c............ 28 7 7
Secretary—salary, &c..................................... 72 14 2
Miscellaneous ................................................. 153 15 8
Balance, as per bank pass book .................. 115 16 2

£8,567 10 4

We, the undersigned, duly appointed Auditors, do hereby certify that we have examined the 
accounts of the Hay Irrigation Trust, and vouchers in support thereof, and find the same correct; and the 
foregoing is a true and correct statement.

Hay, 31st January, 1898.
M. ARMITAGE, 
JOHN GEGG.

1
)

Auditors.

Exhibit marked “A,” referred to in declaration of Jas. Newton, made 5th March, 1898, before me,—
W. H. Babbee, J.P.

\
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